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Beaoet,  hon.  H.  G.,  Shrewsbnry 

*  Benson,  Ralph,  Suflford 
BenUnek,  lofd  W.  C,  Notting- 

bamshira 
Berrsford,   sir    William    Carr, 

Waterford  County 
BereilM,  right   hon.  lofd  G., 

Colcraine 


Bernard,  Thomas,  jnn..  King's 

Conn^  * 
Bernard,  yiscoont,  Cork  County 
*Bemapl,  hon.  Richard  Boyle, 

Bandon-bridge 
♦Best,  seij.  W.  D.  Bridport 
Bewicke,  Galverley,  Winchilsea 
Blachford,  Balrrington  P.,  New- 
town, Hants 
Blackburne,  John,  Lancashire 
Blackbume,  J.  Irehmd,  Newton^ 

Lancashire 
#Bloomfleld,  colonel  Beqgamin, 

Plymouth 
*Blonden,   colonel  Orerington, 

Kilkenny 
*Boaghey,  sir  J.  Fenton,  New- 

ca^le-under-Line 
Bouverie,  Charles  H.,  Dorchester 
♦Bouverie,  Charles  D.,  Downton 
Bowyer,  sir  George,  Abingdon 
Biadshaw,  Rob.  Haldan,  Brackley 
Bradshaw,    hon.   A.    C   Castle 

Rismg 
Brand,  boo.  Thomas,  Hertford- 
shire 
Brien, sir  Edward,  bart;  Clare 

county 
♦Broadhead,     Theod.     Henry, 

Wareham 
'^Broadhurst,  John,  Weymouth 
Brodrick,  boo.  William,  Whit- 
.  chnrch  • 

Brogden,  James,  Launceston 
Brooke,  lord,  Warwick 
♦Brooke,  Chas.,  Chippenham 
Browne,  right  hon.  Denis,  Mayo 
Browne,  Anthony,  Heydon 
Brownlow,  Wm.  Armagh  county 
Bmce,*loid,  Marlborough 
Bruce,  John,  St  Michael 
♦Bruen,  Henry,  Catherlogfashire 
•Brydges,  sir  Samuel    Egerton, 

Maidstone 
*Butler,  Charles,  West  Looe 
♦Buller,  Anthony,  West  Looe 
Boiler,  Vice-admira],  sir  Edward, 

East  Looe 
Bttller,  James,  Exeter 
Bordett,  sir  Francis,  bart,  West- 
minster 
Burghersh,  lord,  Lyme  Regis 
Burrell,  sir  Cbaries  M.  bart  New 

Shorebam 
Burrell,  Hon.  P.  R.  D.,  Boston 
♦Burrell,  Walter,  Sussex 
Butler,  <hon.   James,  Kilkenny 

county 
♦Botterwortb,  Joseph,  Corentiy 
Byng,  George,  Middlesex. 
Calcraft,  John,  Rochenter 
Calvert,  John,  Huntingdon 
CaWert,  Nicholson,  Hertfoid 


♦Calvert,  Charles,  Southwaik 
Osmpbell,  lord  John,  Argyllshiit 
Campbell,  admiral  Geoige,  Car- 
marthen 
Campbell,  gen.  Duncan,  Rothsay 
Campbell,    general    Alexander* 

Dnnfennlin 
Canning,  right  hon.  George,  Li- 
verpool, also  for  Petersfield 
Canning,  col.  George,  Sligo 
Carew,     right  bon.    R.    Pole, 

Lostwithiel 
*Carefr,  Rob.  Shaplaod,  Wex- 
ford county 
Cartwright,  Wm.  Ralph,  North* 

ampton^ire 
♦Casberd,    Robert   Matt    MiU 
.    borne  Port 
Castlereagh,    viscount,  Clitbero,' 

also  for  Down  oouoty 
Cavendish,  lord  G.  A.  H.,  Der- 

bjrshire 
Cavendish,  Hen.  F.  C,  Derby 
♦Cawthome,   J.   Fenton,    Lan- 
caster 
Chaloner,     Robert,    Richmond, 

Yorkshire 
Chaplin,  Charles,  Lincolnshire 
♦Chichester,    Arthur,    Carrick- 

fergus 
Chute,  William,  Hampshire 
Clements,    colonel    Hen.  John, 

Leitrim 
Clerke,  sir  George,  Edinburgh- 
shire 
Clinton,   Gen.    Hen.   Borough- 
bridge 
Clinton,   gen.   William  Henry, 

Boroughbridge 
Clive,  William,  Bishop's  Castle 
Clive,  Henry,  Ludkiw 
Clive,  Tiscount,  Ludlow 
Cochrane,  lord,  Westminster 
Cocks,  James,  Ryegate 
♦Cocks,  booonrable  John  Som. 

Ryegate 
Coke,  Thomas  William,  Norfolk, 
Coke,  Edward,  Derby 
Col?,  hon.  gen.  G.  L.  Ferma- 
nagh 
♦Colley,  Thomas,  Cricklade 
ColUns,  Hen.  Powell,  Taunton 
♦Colquhoun,  right  honourable  A. 

Dumbarhinshire 
Combe,  Harvey  Christiao,London 
Compton,  earl,  Northamptoa 
♦Congreve,  gen.  sir  W.,  Gatton 
Cooper,  Edw.  Singe,  Sligo  county 
♦Coote,  sir  Eyre,  Barnstaple 
Cotes,  John,  Shropshire 
♦Cotter,  James  Laurence,  Mallow 
Cotterell,  Sir  J.  Ceers^  bt  Here- 
fordshire 


-s 
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Cotton,  giRi*  nr  S*y  Ncwftrk^upon 

Trent 
*CQultbQnt|,sir  N.  Gooway,  Cork 

city 
*Coartenay,  William,  Exeter 
Couitenay,  T.  Peregrine,  Totnen 
^Ciurtenay,  John,  Appleby    • 
Cowper,  boa.  £.  Spencer,  Hert- 
ford 
Cnpevey,  Thomas,  Thetford 
Crickett,  Robert  Alex.»  Ipswich 
Crnker,  John  Wilson,  Athlone 
♦Crosby,  colonel  James,  Kerry 
Cuitis,  sir  Wdliam,  bart,  London 
Ciirzon,  hon.  Robert,  Clitbero 
!Daly,  right  honourable  D.  Bowes, 

Galway 
♦Daly,  James,  Galway 
Ba^bwood,  sir  H.  G.  W.»  Wood- 

stock 
Davenport,  Davies,  Cheshire 
D.ivts,  Richard  H[art,  Bristol 
♦Davis,  Hart,  jun.,  Colchester 
♦Dawkios,  Henry,  Aldborough 
Da wkios,  James,  Hastings 
Dawson,  Rich.  Tho.  Monaghan. 
♦Denys,   Geo.   Wm.   Kingston- 
•     u  poo-Hull 
D^sart,  earl  of,  Bossiney 
D  ckenson,  William,  Somerset 
Dillon,    hon.   Henry   Augustus, 

Mayo  county 
Disbrowe,  col.  Edward,  Windsor 
♦Douglas   Wm-   Robert   Keith, 

Annan,  Sec. 
♦Douglas,  boo.  P.  S.  N  ,  Banbnry 
♦DovetOD,  colooel  Gabriel,  Lan- 
caster 
♦  Dowdeswell,  John  Edm.  Tewkes- 
bury 
Drake,  W.  Tyrwhitt,  Agmondea. 

ham 
Drake,  Tho.  Tyrwhitt,  Agmon- 

desham 
Drummond,  George  H.  Kincar- 
dineshire 
♦Drummood,  James,  Perthshire 
Duckett,  col.  George,  Plymptoo 
♦Duckworth,  sir  J.  T.,  Romney 
Dufferin,  lord,  Aldeburgh 
Dugdale,  Stratf.  Dugdale,  War- 
wickshire 
Duigenan,    right    hon.  Dr.    P. 

Armagh  Borough' 
Doncannon,  viscount,  Malton 
♦Duncumbe,  Cbas.,  Ueytetbury 
Dundaa,  coK  Charles,  Berkshire 
Dunda*,    right    hon.     William, 

Edinburgh 
Duiidas,  hoo.  Lawrence,  York 
♦Dunlof>,  Major  General  James, 

Kirkcudbright 
^Ebrinxtoo,  lord,  Buckingham 
^Edmonstooe,  sir  Charles,  Stirl- 
ingshire 
£gerton,  John,  Chester 
♦Egerton,  Wilbraham,  Cheshif« 
£liot,  hon.  William,  Li«keard 
Elliot,  right  hoo.  William,  Pe- 

terborough 
«£Miot,  hoo.  Gilbert,  Roibiirgh- 

shire 
£Uis»  C.  Roie,  Snbtd 


♦Ellison,  Cuthbert,  Newcastle* 

upon-Tyne 
EstcQort,  Tbo»    Grimston,   De- 
vizes. 
♦Everett,  Janes  Hague,  Ludger- 

shall 
♦Faulkiner,  Fred.  John,  Gather- 

logh 
Fane,  Gen.  Henry,  Lyme  Regis 
Fane,  John,  Oifordsbire 
Farmer,  Samuel,  Huntingdon 
Farqnhar,  James,  Brechin 
♦Fawcett,  Henry,  Carlisle 
Fazakerley,  J.  N.,  Lincoln 
Featherstone,  sir  Thos.  Longford 
Fellowes,  hon.  Newton,  Andover 
Fellowes,  Wm.    Henry,    Hunt- 
ingdonshire 
Ferguson,  James,  Aberdeenshire 
Ferguson,  Ronal.  Crawf.,  Kirk- 

aldy,-&c. 
Finch,   boo.    general    Edward, 

Cambridge 
Fitzgerald,  Augustine,  Clare 
Fitzgerald,  hon.  lordH.,  Kildare 
Fitzgerald,  right  lion.  M.,  Kerry 
♦Fitzgerald,- right   hon.    James 

Ennis 
Fitzhngh,  William,  Tiverton 
Fitz Patrick,  right  hon.  R.,  Ta- 
vistock 
Fitzroy,   lord  Charles,  St.  Ed- 
mund's Bury. 
Fitzroy,     right   hon.    lord    J., 

Thetford 
♦Flood,  sir  Frederick,  Wexford 

county 
Foley,  hon.  Andrew,  Droitwich 
Foley,  col.  Thomas,   Hereford- 
shire 
Folkes,    sir    Martin    B.    hart., 

King's  Lynn 
Folkestone,  viscount.  New  Sarum 
Forbes,  viscount,  Longford 
♦  Forbes,  Charles,  Beverley 
F»>rrester,  Cecil  W.,  Wenlock 
♦Forster,  F.  T.  H.,  St.  Edmund's 

Bury 
Foster,  right  hon.  John,  Lowth 
Foulkes,  Evan,  Stamford 
Fraokland,  col.  William,  Thirsk 
Fremantle,  William  Henry,  Buck- 
ingham 
French,  Arthur,  Roscommon 
Fynes,  Henry,  Aldborough 
♦Garrow,  sir  William,  Eye 
Oascoyne,  gen.  Isaac,  Livetpool 
♦Gaskell,  Benjamin,  Maiden 
♦Geary,  sir  William,  Kent 
♦Gell,  P.  Penryn 
Giddy,  Davies,  Bodmyn 
Gipps,  George,  Rippon 
Gooch,  Thomas  Sherlock,  Soffolk 
Gordon,  William,  Worcester 
♦Gordon,  Robert,  Wareham 
Goulbourne,    Henry,    St.    Ger- 
main's 
Gower,    carl,   Newcastle-under- 

Line 
Gower,  Lord,  G.  L.  Staflbrdshire 
Graham,  sir  James,  Carlisle 
Grant,  Cbarks,  sta.,  InTcraets- 
shiro 


y 


♦Grant,  Charles,  jmri^,  IaT< 

ness.  Ice. 
Grant,  colonel  Francis  W«,    El- 
ginshire 
♦Grant,  Alex.  Cray,  Tregoiiy 
*Grant,     John     Peter,      Great 

Grimsby 
G rattan,  right  hon.  Henry,  Dublin 

city 
^Graves,  lord,  Oakhamptoa 
Greenh:II,  Rbbert,  Thirsk 
Grenfell,  Pa«coe,  Great  Marlosr 
Grosvenor,  gen.  Thomas,  Chester 
Guise,  sir  B.  William,  Glouces- 
tershire 
Gunning,  George  William,   FM%t 

Grinstead 
♦Gurn(*y,  Hudson,  Shaftesbury 
Hall,  Benjamin,  Westbury 
Ilalsey,  Joseph,  St  Albans 
Hamilton,   lord  Arch.,  Laneric* 

shire 
Hamilton,  Hans,  Dublin  conntj 
♦Hamilton,  sir  H.  D.,  Ayrshire 
♦Hsmmersley,  Hugh,  Hellestoa 
Hanbury,  Wm.,  Northampton 
♦Hareourt,  John,  iieomimAer 
♦Hare,     hon.     Richard,     Cork 

county 
♦Hart,  lieutenant  general  George 

V.  Donegal 
♦Harvey,  Charles,  Norwich 
♦Hawthorn,     Charles     Steward 

Downpatrick 
Heathcote,    Thomas    Freeman* 

Hampshire 
♦Heathcute,  sir  G.  hart,  Rutland 
Henniker,  lord,  Stamford, 
Herbert,  hon.  Charles,  Wilton 
Herbert,  Hen.  Arth.,  Tralee 
Heron,    major    general     Peter, 

Newton,  Lancashire 
♦Heron,  sir  Robt.,  Great  Grimsby 
Hill,  right  hon.  sir  G.  F.  Lon- 
donderry 
♦Hill,  gen.  sir  Rowland,  Shrews- 
bury 
Hinchinbroke,  visoonnt,  Hunting- 
donshire 
Hippistey,  sir  J.  Cox,  hart,  Sud<* 

bury 
♦Hobart,  Rob  .Geo.,  St  Michael 
Hobhouse,  »ir  Benjamin,  Hindoo 
Hodson,  John,  Wigan 
Holdsworth,  Artb.  Howe,  Dart- 
mouth 
Holford,    George    Peter,    Dao- 

gannon 
Holmes,  William,  Tregony 
Holmes,  sir  Leon.  Tb.  W.,  New. 

port,  Hants 
♦Holmes,  R.  F.  Worsley,  New- 
port, Hants 
*Honyman,  R.  B.  J.  jun.,  Orkney 
♦Hood,  hoo.  Sam.,  Heyteshury 
Hope,  adm.  Wm.  J.,  Dumfries- 
shire 
Hope,  hon.  gen.  Charles,  Had- 
dingtonshire 
Hope,  hon.   Alex^  Linlithgow- 
shire 
♦Hornby,  Edmund,  PrpstoB 
♦Home,  Wm.,  Hdiestan 
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Horroclts,  Simoel,  Preston 
Houblon,  John  Archer,  Ecses 

goward,  hoo.  Wm.,  Morprth 
uvanJ,    boo.  col.F.G.  Oistte- 
rtaing 
Ilifvortb,  Hampbrey,  Evesham 
Hughes  colooel  W.  Lewis,  Wol- 

lingfurd 
Homey  Wm.  Hoarp,  Wicklow 
Hume,  sir  Alwaham,  Hastings 
Hootingfipid,  lord,  Dunwich 
Hortt,  Robert,  Horsbam 
Hoskisson.  William,  Cbicbester 
Ho»M>y,  William,  New  Sarum 
Hussey,  Tbomas.  Aylesbory 
^lonis,  Hogh,  Dornork,  &c. 
Irving,  John,  Bramber 
Jackson,  John,  Dover 
Jekyll,  Jo>epb,  Caloe 
JenkinsoD,  Cbaries,  Dover 
Jenkinson,  boa.  C.  C.  C.  Bridge- 

north 
Jocelyn,  viscount,  Lowth 
*  Johoes,  col.  Thomas,  Cardigmn- 
sbire 
Johnstone«  George,  Heydon 
Jobostone,  boo.  A.  Cucb.,  Oram- 

pouod 
Jolliffe,  cof.  Hylton,  Petersfield 
Keane,  sir  Jobo/bart.  Yougball 
Keck,  George  Aotb.  Lee,  Leices- 
tershire 
Keene,  Whitohed.  Montgomery 
Kemp,  Thomas  Read,  Lewes 
Kcnrick,  William,  Bleichingley 
Kenfington,  lord,  Haverfordwest 
«Kibblewbite,  James,   Woottoo 

Basset 
VKiodtay,  Kirkman,  Glasgow 
King,  sir  J.  Dashwood,  bart; 

Chipping  Wycombe 
Kingston,  John,  Lvmington 
♦Kirkwall,  lord,  Denbigh 
Knatcbbull,  sir  Kdw.  bart. ;  Kent 
Knox,  Thomas  Tyrone 
*Laooff,    Edm.   Koowles,   Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk 
«Lamb,  Tbo*.  Phillipps,  Rye 
Lambton,  Ralph  John,  Durham 
Langton,  col.  W.  Gore,  Somer- 
setshire 
Lascelles,  lord  viscount,  North- 
allerton 
Lascell^Y,   hon.    H.,  Yorkshire, 

also  for  Pontefract 
Latouche,   David,  jun.   Gather- 

loghfbire 
Lstoucbe,  Robert,  Kildare 
Latouche,  John,  Leitrim 
Leach,  John,  Seaford 
^Leader,  Wm.,  Caroelford 
Lefevre,  Charles  Shaw,  Reading 
Leigh,  James  Henry,  Bed  win 
Leigh,  Robert  Holt,  Wigan 
♦Leigh,  major  Charles,  New  Ross 
Lemon,  sir  Wm.  bart. ;  Cornwall 
Lemon,  colcmel  John,  Tmro 
Leslie,  ool.  Charles  P.,  Monaghan 
Lester,  Benjamin  Letter,  Poole 
♦Lewis,  Thomas  P.,  Beaamaris 
Littleton,  £dw.  John,  StalHird- 

sbire 
Lloyd,  Janet  M.  Steyning 


Lloyd,  Hardrets,  King*s  county 
Lloyd,  I  r  £dw.  Price,  Flint 
Ljckbart,    col.    William   Elliot, 

Sclkiik 
Lockbart,  J.  Ingram,  Oxford 
Luftus.  general  Wm.  Yarmouth, 

Norfolk 
Long,  right  hoo.  Charles,  Hasle* 

mere 
Lonv,  Richard  Godolpbin,  Wilt- 

»hire 
Lrmgfield,  col.  Moontiford,  Cork 

city 
♦Lopeo,  sir  M.  Masieh,  Barn- 
staple 
Lovaine,  lord,  Berealttnn 
Lowndes,  William,  Buckrogham- 

sliire 
Lowther,  lord,  Cockermontb 
Lowther,    John,     Cockermontb, 

also  for  Cumberland 
Lowther,  col.  James,  Appleby 
♦Lowther,  bon.  H.  Cecil,  West- 

murcland 
♦Lubbock,  John  Wm.  Leomin- 
ster 
Lusbington,  Stepb.  R.,  Canter- 
bury 
'  Luttrell,  J.  Fownes,  Minehcad 
♦Lottrell,  J.  F.  Jan.,  Minehead 
Lygon,   boo.    William    Beauch, 

Worcestershire 
Lyttleton,  hoo.   W.  H.  Worces- 
tershire 
Macdooald,  James,  Sotberland- 

shire 
*Macdona1d,    Ronald    George, 

Plympton  t 

^Mackenzie,  hon.  W.  Frtiderick, 

Ross-shire 
Madocks,  Will.  Alex.  Boston 
Mageos,  Mageos  Dorien,  Lod- 

ftersball 
♦Maginnis,  Richard,  sen.,    £n- 

nifkillen 
Mabon,  hon.  gen.  Stephen,  Roa- 

common 
Maitlaod,  Ebenezer,  F.  Walling- 

fofd 
♦Maitland,  gen.    hon.  Thomas 

Jedburgh,  fcc. 
♦Majoribanks,  Johot  jon.,  Bute- 
shire 
Manners,    lonl    Charles    Som. 

Cambridgeshire 
Manners,  general  Robert,  Cam- 
bridge 
Manners,  hon.  Robert,  Leicester- 
shire 
Manning,  William,  Evesham 
*MaTch,  earl  of,  Chichester 
Markbam,   adm.   John,   Ports- 
month 
Marrjratt,  Jos.  Sandwich 
*  Marsh,  Charles,  £.  Retford 
Martin»  Henry,  Kinsale 
♦Martin,  John,  Tewkesbory 
Mathew,  hon.  col.  Mont.  Tip- 

perary 
Maule,  hon.  Wm.  Forfarshire 
May,  sir  Fxiward,  Belfast 
M*Nagbten,  E.  A.  Orlbrd 
Meade,  hoo.  coL  John,  Down 


Melllsh,  William,  Bffiddleies 
^Metge,  John.  Dundalk 
*Methuen,  Paol,  WilUbire 
*Meyltir,  Richard,  Winchester 
Mildmay,  sir  U.  St.  J.  C.  St  J. 

Winchester 
Miller,  sir  Thomas,  bart.  Porta* 

mouth 
MitU,  Charles,  Warwick 
*Milne,  Alex.,  Culien,  &c. 
Milnes,  Roiieit  P.,  Pontefract 
Mi:tfm,  visiH>nnt,  Yorkshire 
^Mitford,  Wm.,  New  Romney 
Molyoeux,     H.     T.     Howard, 

Arundel 
Molyneux,  H.  Howard,  Glouces- 
ter \ 
Munck,  sir  C.  M.  L.  bart.  Nor- 

thumberland 
Montgomery,  sir  J.  bart.  Pee- 

bleshire 
Montgomery, '  sir  H.  C,  Yar- 
mouth, Hants 
Moore,  Peter,  Coventry 
Muore,  lord  Hf nry.  Lisbome 
Moorsom,  admiral  Rub.,  Quee»* 

borotigh  * 

Mordaunt,    sir   Charles,   bart,  '  ^ 

Warwickshire 
Morgan,  sir  Charles,  bart.,  Mon- 
mouthshire 
*Morgan,  Charles,  Brecon 
Morland,    Scrope   Bernard,  9L 

Mawes 
Morpeth,  lord  viscoant,  Cubw 

berland 
Morris,  capt.  Robt.,  Olooeester 
Mustyn,  sir  Thomas,  bart,  Flint- 
shire 
Muncaster,  lord,  Westmoreland 
Mundy,  Edward  Miller^  Der1>y- 

shire 
Murray,  gen.  sir  John,   Wey- 
mouth 
*Neale,  sir  Harry,  Lymrngton 
Needbam,  hon.  gen'.  F.,  Newry 
•Neville,  Ricbartl,  Wexfofd 
Neville,  hon.  Richard,  Berkshire 
Newark,  visc.»  Nottinghamshire 
Newport,  right  hon.  sir  J.  tit 

Waterfbrd 
Nicholl,  right  hon.  dr  J.,  knight, 

Bedwin 
Noel,  Ch.  N.,  Rutland 
North,  Dudley,  Richmotid,  York- 

abire 
Northey,     William,     Newport^ 

Cornwall 
Nugent,  lord,  Aylesbory 
Odell,   ool.  WilUhm,  Limerick 

county 
*Ogle,  Henry  Meade,  Drtigheda 
0*Hara,  Charles,  Sligv  county 
0*Netll,  bon.  J.  R.  Bruce,  Antrim 
Onslow,  hon.  T.  C,  Guildfoid 
*Onslow,  Arthur,  Guildford 
Ord,  William,  Morpeth 
•Osbaldeston,  George,  East  Ret- 
ford, Notts 
Osborne,  lord  F.  G.,  Cambridge- 
shire 
*Osbome,  John,  Qoeenborough 
Oisulstoo,  lord,  Knaiesboiuogk 
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Oven,  sir  John,  bart,  Penibroke<- 

ahire,  also  for  Pembroke 
Paget,    hoQ.    major    Berkeley, 

Anglesea 
Paget,  bon.  captaio  Cbarles,  Car- 
narvon 
Paget,  bon.  Edward,  Milbonie 

Port 
Pakenbam,  bon.  Here.  R.,  West- 

meath 
Palmer,  lieut  col.  Cbaries,  Balh 
Palmerslon,  lord  Tisooaoi,  Cam- 
bridge University 
Parnell,  sir  Henry,  bart  Qneeb's 

county 
Peel,  sir  Robert,  bart,  Tamworth 
Peel,  rigbt  boo.  Robert,  Chip- 
penham ' 
Petrse,  Henry,  Northallerton 
Pel  ham,  bon.  Charles  Anderson, 

Lincolnshire 
Pelham,  boo*  G.  A.,   Newton, 

HanU 
*Pellew,  PownoU  Bastard,  Laun- 

ceston 
Percy,  bon.  Joeceline,  Berealston 
Perring,  sir  Jubn,  Hythe 
*Pbiilips,  George,  Ivelchester 
Phipps,  hou.  gen.  £dm.,  Scar- 

borouqh 
Piggott,  sir  Arth.  knt  Horsham 
Pitt,  Wm.  Morton,  Dofaetsbire 
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During  the  First  Session  of  the  Fifth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Twenty-fourth  Day  »of 
November,  in  the  Fifty-third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuadt^,  Ncoembcr  U,  1812. 

Meeting  op  the  New  parliament.] 
This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  New  Parliament,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  came  to  the  House  about  a 
quarter  past  two  o'clock*  and  having  taken 
his  seat  upon  the  woolsack,  he  immedi* 
*ately  rose  and  said,  *'  My  lords,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you,  that  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  not  being  able  to  attend 
in  person  this  day,  has  been  pleased  to 
,issue,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  a  Commission  under  the  Great 
Seal,  empowering  certain  Commissioners, 
named  therein,  to  open  this  present  Par- 
liament." The  Lords  Commissioners  then 
present,  namely,  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  York,  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Cuiflberland,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
earl  of  Liverpool,  and  the  earl  of  West* 
moreland,  being  robed  and  having  taken 
their  seau,  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  (sir  Thomas  Tyrwhitt)  was 
commanded  to  order  the  attendance  of 
t^e  CommonSj  a  number  df  whom  forth* 
with  i^^>6ared,  preceded  by  the  clerks  of 
the  House. '  The  Comnkission  was  then 
read,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  spoke  as 
follows:  ^'My  lords,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  House  of  Commons;  We  have  it  in 
command  from  his  royml  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  to  let  you  know,  that  he 
will,  as  aoon  as  the  members  of  both 
Houses  shall  be  sworn,  declare  to  you  the 
lAuses  of  his  calling  this  Parliament ;  and 
it  being  pecessary  that  a  Speaker  of  the 
Iloose  of  Commons  should  be  first  chosen, 
( VOL.  XXIV. ) 
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it  is  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's pleasure,  that  yoo,  gentlemen  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  repair  to  the 
place  where  you  are  t6  sit,  and  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  some  proper  person  to  be 
your  Speaker,  and  that  you  present  such 
person  here  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
for  the  Prince  Regent's  royal  approba- 
tion."— ^The  Commons  immediately  with- 
drew,  and  the  lords  commissioners  retired 
to  unrobe.  On  their  return  the  House  re* 
snmed,  and  prayers  were  read.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  then  took  the  oaths  aingly 
at  the  table ;  after  which  the  other  peen 
present  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats  ia 
the  usual  manner.  The  earl  of  Mulgrare 
was  introduced  by  the  Garter  King  at 
Arms,  between  the  earls  of  Westmoreland 
and  Harrowby,  and  his  patent  of  creation 
read ;  be  also  took  the  oaths  and  bis  seat. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuaiay,  Nocember  24w 

Choice  of  a  Speakek.]  At  three 
o'clock,  when  nearly  200  members,  pre* 
viously  sworn  in  by  lord  Cbolmondeley, 
tidrd  stewaid  of  the  Prinfce  Regedt'e 
nousefaold)  in  the  long  gallery^  were  pre* 
tent,  in  their  own  House,  they  were  sora- 
moned,  by  the  Black  Rod,  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Peers,  to  hear  the 
Commission  read  for  assembling  the  pre- 
sent Parliament  The  great  majority  ac« 
cordmgly  accompanied  the  senior  clerk* 
Mr.  I^y,  to  the  upper  House,  and  oa 
their  return,  after  a  short  pause. 

The  right  hon.  Sir  Jokm  NkhoU  rose,  and 
addressing  himself  to  the  Deputy  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  (who  ataoamg  vp, 
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pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down)  spake 
to  the  effect  following: 

Mr.  Ley ; — The  Message  from  the  sove- 
reign, which  has  just  been  delivered, 
having  recomroedded  the  dioice  of  a 
Su^tfker  to  t^e  immediate  attaatio^  0f  |fie 
Kuse,  il  seems-  proper  that  we  sboald 
proceed  without  delay  to  that  highly  in- 
teresting function  ;  a  function  which  is 
justly  considered  as  the  ancient  and  on- 
doubted  privilege  of  the  House,  and  the 
proper  exercise  of  which,  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  character  and 
honour  of  the  House  itself,  to  the  rights 
find  liberties  of  the  people,  and  conse- 
quently to  the  welfare,  prosperity,  and 
happiness  of  this  great  and  extensive  em- 
pire. ^ 

A  brief  consideration  of  the  principal 
duties  of  the  office,  and  of  the  qualities 
njecessary  to  their  discharge,  will  io  som^ 
measfure  assist  in  guidiiig  us  to  a  proper 
cboicei 

The  duties  are  mapy  and  arduous ;  the 
principal  of  th^m  appear  to  be«-^to  ar- 
range and  conduct  the  various  proceed- 
ings of  the  Housci  in  its  legislative  and 
inquisitorial  capacities-^o  preside  over 
its  deliberations,,  and  enforce  the  due  ob- 
servance of  its  order  and  decorum— to 
communicate  its  approbation*  to  denounce 
its  censures,  to  guard  its  privileges,  to 
assert  its  rights,  and  to  mamtain  its  dig- 
nity. Added  to  these,  the  private  bu- 
siness of  the  House  (as  it  is  called)  forms 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  labours 
of  the  Speaker,  in  the  present  increased 
and  improving  state  of  the  wealth,  and 
population  of  the  country. 

The  proper  discharge  of  these  manifold 
duties,  requires  talents  and  attainments  of 
no  ordinary  dimensions,  and  which  are 
but  rarelv  found  united  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual,^^  for  there  i»  hardly  an  eminent 
quality  that  can  elevate  or  adorn  the 
human  character,  whicb  may  not,  in  the 
execution  of  this  high  office,  be  occasion- 
allv  called  forth  into  exercise. 

To  an  nnderstandinff  enlightened  and 
highly  cultivatcdt  to  learning  extensive 
and  various,  to  an  ard^ent,  yet  well  regu- 
lated attachment  to  the  constitution,  must 
be  added,  a  profound  and  minute  acquain- 
tance with  the  history  and  laws  of  the 
country,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
(be  forms  and  regulations  of  parliament, 
as  recorded  in  its  voluminous  proceedings, 
and  as  existing  in  the  unwritten  usages 
«nd  practice  of  the  House. 
Nor  should  we  overlook  even  the  subor- 
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dinate  qualities,  of  punctuality  or  attend- 
ance, and  of  expedition  coupled  with  cor- 
rectness in -the  dispatch  of  public  business. 

Among  the  requisites  for  presiding  orer 
the  deliberations  of  the  Moose,  and  pre- 
serving lis  or^er  anf  decoruqs,  tqay  be 
noticed  a  soundnesa  of  judgaaefft  united 
to  a  promptness  of  decision,  a  firmness 
that  shall  repress  contention,  with  a  sua- 
vity which  shall  soften  asperity  and  disarm 
irritation,  a  temper  not  to  be  ruffled  by 
rudeness  or  pertinacity,  a  patient  vigi- 
lance that  can  bear  the  fatigue  of  pro- 
tracted debate,  but  above  all,  a  strict  iai- 
partiality  that  shall  secure  the  universal 
confidence  of  the  House. 

The  Thanks  and  Honours  of  the  House 
would  lose  a  part  of  their  high  value,  if 
communicated  by  its  organ  and  represent 
tative  without  dignity  of  manner  and  ex- 
pression ;  its  reprimands  and  censures 
would  be  deprived,  in  some  degree,  of 
their  corrective  force  and  effect,  if  de- 
nounced without  that  tone  and  demeanour 
of  authority,  which  commands  respect. 

In  watching  over  the  Privileges  of  the 
House,  and  guarding  them  against  en- 
croachment,  in  asserting  its  rights  and 
maintaining  its  dignity,  we  must  look  lor 
independence  above  controul,  and  inte* 
grity  beyond  the  reach  of  influence. 

With  respect  to  the  Private  Business,  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  observe,^  that  it  re- 
quires facility  of  access,  uroanity  and 
courteousness  in  intercourse,  frankness  in 
communication,  an  indefatigable  industc/* 
in  investigating  conflicting  claims,  an  at- 
tention  that  can  fix  itself  upon  minute 
details,  and  an  anxious  watchfulness,  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  unprotected  and 
absent. 

Nor  are  the  liberal  hospitalities  and  a 
splendour  of  life,  correspondi;^  with  the 
munificence  of  parliament,  wid  suitable 
to  the  high  station  of  the  first  and  most 
distinguished  commoner  of.  the  realm, 
wholly  without  their  grace  or  value. 

These  appear  to  be  the  most  prominent 
qualities  to  be  souffht  in  the  persoq,  whom 
the  House  shall  select  for  its  choice* 

If  in  presuming  to  propose  a  person  for 
that  choice,  it  had  been  necessary  to  be 
guided  by  ro^  own  oninstructed  (Uscem- 
ment  and  opinion,  I  should  have  known 
myself  sufficiently  to  have  shrunk  from 
the  task,  and  to  have  left  its  execution  to 
some  other  member,  whose  superior 
weight  and  consideration  might  better  en* 
title  his  recommei^datioo  to  tb^  concur* 
rence  of  tiie  Houae« 
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That  this  great  nation  lending  to  par- 
liament* tbe  repretentatiTea  of  the  Com- 
monn  of  the  United  Kingdom,  chosen,  by 
tlie  iiapipy  practice  of  the  constitution, 
frooi  tho  moat  eminent  and  enlightened  of 
every  class  of  society,  shoald  fami«h  se- 
▼eral  penons  competently  qualified  for  the 
discharge  of  this  high  office,  many  and  ar- 
daoos  as  tta  duties  appear  to  be,  it  would 
be  imprepeY  and  unjust  to  question ;  but 
I  cannot  avoid  congratulating  myself,  and 
1  ▼entore  to  congratulate  the  House,  that 
vpon  the  present  occasion  it  is  nnneces- 
aitfy  to  select  upon  the  mere  hope  and 
future  promise  of  competent  qualification, 
bot  thai  the  House  may  fix  its  choice 
open  the  secure  basis  of  tried  excellence 
and   unerring  experience.    Those  mem- 
bei%  who  are  now  present  for  the  first 
tioie,  may  have  supposed,  while  I  have 
been  endieaTouring  to  describe  thei  rare 
qualities  which  shoald  oni|e  in  the  person 
to   be  designated  for  the  Chair  of  the 
Honae,  that  I  have  been  tracing  the  out* 
Hnea  e^a  picture,  which  conld  exist  only 
in  insagination ;  bot  those,  who  ha?e  sat 
in  former  parliaments,  will  have  recog* 
BMsed  a  poitrait,  however  faintly  and  im» 
perfectly  drawn,  of   that  highly  gifted 
person,  who  in  Uie  four  last  parliaments, 
filled  the  Chair  of  this  House,  in  a  manner 
that  procared  to  him  the  unequivocal  test 
of  oniveival  admiration,  esteem  and  con* 
fidence.    It  is  unnecessary  to  prapose  the 
naoae  ef  Mr.  ABBOT ;  and  ic  is  no  less 
anperftuoos  to  refer  back  to  those  qualities, 
which  ia  earlier  life  marked  hiqi  out  as 
an   opright  and  enlightened  member  of 
perlianent,  firmly  attached  to  onr  inva* 
ksable  canstitntioB>  and'sealously  engaged 
in  proawtaog  the  iateresu  and  welfare  of 
the  country,  and  which  originally  recom- 
mended him  to  the  choice  of  the  House. 

It    ia  not  without   Iwing  unfeignedly 

cenacioBi  of   considerable   presumption, 

that  an  individual  with  so  little  preten- 

aioa  has  now  ventured   to    address  the 

House  upon  this  its  first  meeting,  and  upon 

an  Intereating  and  important  a  subject. 

An  apology  is  unquestionably  doe;   but 

I  mast  throw  myself  upon  the  candour 

and  indulgence  of  the  House,  frankly  ac- 

knowledgmg  tliat  I  cookl  not  resist  the 

gratiftcaaion  which  would  be  afibrded  me, 

by  an  opponnnity  of  peblicly  leatifyinft 

and   expressing  (though   in  terms  very 

inadequate  to  mv  own  feelings,  and  very 

insufficient  to  satisfy  those  of  the  Hoose) 

the  strong  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard, 

of  veneration  and  respect,  to  which  the 
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eminent  person  already  mentioned  is  so 
justly  entitled.  I  could  not  withstand  the 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  propoMug,  and 
I  anticipate  with  perfect  conndence  the, 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  House  in 
the  motioh  which  I  now  makb,  ^!  That 
the  right  boa.  Chasles  Abbot  do  takh 
the  Chair  of  this  House  aa  S^seaktr/' 

Then  WUiiam  Ralph  Cnrtwrigkt,  esq. 
addressing  himself  likewise  to  the  Deputy 
tfo  the  Clerk  of  the  House  (who  standing 
up,  pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down) 
spake  to  the  efi^ct  following : 

Mr.  Ley ;  in  rising  to  second  the  me*" 
tion'ofmy  right  hon.  and  learned  fViendy 
the  only  diM^lty  which  I  ex|>erieoce, 
arises  from  my  inability  to  do  justice  to 
the  task.  I  dferive^  however,  some  satis* 
jaotion  in  reflecting  thai  the  claims  which 
it  is  my  part  to  support,  are  such  as  have 
been  long  recognised  by  the  House  in  tlie 
tried  talent  and  known  integrity  which 
have  been  so  often  and  conspicuoualy  dts'- 

Clayed  by  Mr.  Abbot.  It  is  my  sincere 
elief,  that  no  man  who  has  witnessed  ihe 
conduct  of  that  gentleman  during  the 
period  in  which  he  has  filled  the  impor* 
tant,  the  derated,  and  arduous  office  of 
Speaker  of  this  House,  can  entertain  a  dif* 
ferent  opinion,  or  refuse  to  join  in  the 
onanimoos  declaration  of  hia  peculiar 
qualifications  for  discharging  its  duties 
with  honour  to  himself,  and  advsntage  te 
tiie  iaterests  of  the  public.  I  cannot  con* 
cetve  that  there  will  be  more  than  one 
opinion  on  this  subject.  (A  general  cry  of 
bear!)  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  repeat  the 
enumeration  of  all  those  high  and  reqoi* 
site  qualifications  truly  and  ably  described 
by  the  right  hon.  mover.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  name  an  individual,  ia  whom 
a  more  complete  onion  of  them'  all  is  to 
be  discovered  than  in  the  individual  whom 
he  has  proposed.  All  parties  concur*  or 
rather,  aU  party  is  discarded  upon  thia 
subjecL  But  we  ought  not  to  forget  that 
long  before  Mr.  Abbot  was  raised  to  that 
situation  in  which  be  has  been  so  distin- 
guished, his  ability,  rf search  and  indostry 
had  been  ospliilly  exercised,  had  attracted 
the  attention  and  semred  the  confidence 
of  the  Hfiose.  I  coniess  that  1  feel  ao 
sBkall  share  of  gratification  in  the  di«itinc« 
tioo  of  aeconding  a  moifon  that  proailsea 
to  be  to  l>enefiriii  to  the  interests  of  the 
House,  and  with  respect  to  which,  I  can 
confidently  anticipate  an  entire  imanimity 
of  sentiment* 


7]        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

The  Hoaie  loudly  caUing  Mr.  Abbot 
to  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Abbot  stood  up  in  his  place  and 
•aid : 

■^  Mr.  Ley ;  in  rising  to  address  the 
House  upon  the  present  occasion,  it  is  im- 
possible that  I  should  not  be  4estroos  of 
returning  my  cordial  thanks  to  my  right 
hon.  and  honourable  friends  for  the  terms, 
prompted  by  their  personal  kindnesa  to- 
wards me,  in  which  they  have  proposed 
my  naqie  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  ^  and  I  have  also  to  acknowledge 
with  gratitude  the  favourable  manner  m 
which  the  ifonse  hatf  been  pleased  to  re- 
ceivo  that  proposition; 

*'  Bat  I  can  assure  the  House  with  pti^ 
fe^  sincerity,  that  if  I  should  be  called 
again  to  that  high  station,  I  should  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  its  various  and  ar- 
djioos  duties,  confiding  in  nothing  hot  the 
hope  and  expectation  of  the  same  conti* 
nued  indulgence  and  support,  which  I 
have  heretofore  experienced  in  the  same 
aitoaiion. 

''  Long  attention  to  the  forms  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  habits  of  official  life,  may 
be  useful,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  regula- 
ting the  large  and  growing  mass  of  our 
public  and  private  business,  and  also  in 
discharging  those  other  less  ostensible,  but 
not  less  laborious  duties,  incident  to  the 
▼arious  public  trusts  and  commissions 
which  of  late  years  have  been  added  to 
the  occupations  of  the  Chair.  But  theae 
are  not  the  main  difficulties  of  the  office 
which  the  House  is  now  called  upon  to 
supply;  for  such  are  the  many  new,— 
unlocked  for, — and  ever-varying  occur- 
rences which  frequently  and  suddenly 
arise  in  the  course  of  our  proceedings  here» 
that  unless  the  House  be  prepared  (for  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  authority  and  dig- 
nity) to  give  a  prompt  and  effectual  sop- 
port  to  whichoTer  of  its  members  may  be 
placed  in  that  Chair,— all  other,  conside- 
rations are  superfluous,  and  his  best  en- 
deavours will  be  unavailing. 
^  **  With  this  declaration  of  my  own  sen- 
timents, respecting  what  the  House  has 
a  right  iq  require,  and  also  what  it  ouffht 
to  be  prepared  to  bestow,  in  the  choice 
which  It  is  about  to  make,  I  most  humbly 
submit  myself  to  its  dispoud,  praying  only 
that  this  first  act  of  its  nroceeding  may 
Bover  become  detrimental  eithor  to  its  in- 
terests or  to  its  honour/' 

Mr.  Abbot  being  then   led  to  the 
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Chair  by  the  Mover  and  Seconder, — said  ; 

*'  With  a  deep  sense  of  the  duties 
which  belong  to  this  Chair,  and  a  firm 
reliance,  that  so  long  as  these  duties  shall 
be  faithfully  discharged,  I  may  presmne 
to  expect  the  support  of  the  House,— *! 
beg  leave  to  return  my  humble  acknow-> 
ledgments  for  this  distinguished  and  re- 
peated proof  of  its  favor  and  confidence, 
and  to  assure  the  House  of  my  entire  de* 
votion  to  its  service/' 

And  thereupon  he   sat  down  in  the 
Chair ;  and  then  the  mace,  which  before. 
lay  under  the  table,  was  laid  upon  the 
table.  • 

Lord  Coitknagh  then  spoke  to  the  fol* 
lowing  efiect :  "  I  apprehend  that  till  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent's  intent 
tions  in  calling  this  parliament  together 
be  made  known,  it  will  be  thepleasute  of 
the  House  to  adjourn  from  dajr  to  dajr, 
without  entering  upon  any  business.      I 
therefore  rise  to  ofier  a  motion  to  that  ef* 
feet.    But  previous  to  coming  to  this  eon- 
elusion,  I  trust,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  congratulating' 
the  House  on  seeing  that  seat  again  occu« 
pied  by  the  right  l^n.  gentleman,  whose 
conduct  in  it  before  had  secured  to  him 
universal  respect  and   admiration.     We 
must,  as  members  of  this  House,  feel  it  to 
be  a  matter  of  great  congratulation  to  each 
other,  to  have  an  indivi4MaL  retomed  to 
parliament  whom  we,  ca|i^  elect  to  that 
situation,  in  which  he  has^i^ready  so  pre- 
eminently  distinguished    hipiiselfi  to  his 
own  honour,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country.    It  is  a  natter 
of  congratulation  that  the  first  step  we 
have  iBken  is  likely  to  redound  to  the 
public  advantage,  and  to  the  general  good, 
as  well  as  to  the  particular  interest  of  this 
assembly.    Marked  as  this  election  haa 
been  by  an  universal  expression  of  senti- 
inent  that  cannot  be  doubMpdy*  jwa,:  Sir, 
must  leel  that  you  possess,  in  the  un- 
bounded confidence  of  this  House,  the 
means  and  authority  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  discharge  with  dignity  and  eflecl 
the  important  duties  deposited  in  yoor 
hands.     Under  these  circumstances,  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  lonser  by  dilating 
on  the  topics  so  ably  and  fully  opened  by 
the  right  hon.  mover,  but  conclude  by 
proposmg  that  this  House  do  now 


The  House  accordingly  adjoomfd  till 
to-morrow. 
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BOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednaday,  November  25. 

The  HolMe  of  CommoiDi  having  been 
summoned  by  the  BUck  Rod»  the  Speaker 
elect,  Mr.  Awni^  addressed  the  Lords  Coro- 
miaiioners : 

**  My  brds ;  His  Majesty's  faithful 
Commons  (in  obedieoce  to  the  commands 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
acting  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jesty) have  proceeded  to  exercise  their 
antient  and  unquestionable  right  of  elect- 
ing a  Speaker ;  and  it  is  now  my  duty  to 
acquaint  your  lordships  that  their  Choice 
has  fallen  upon  me. 

<'  Whatever  consideralions  may  ha?e 
weighed  with  Che  House  of  Commons  in 
forming  this  determination,  they  well 
know,  toat  their  choice  must  ne? ertheless 
await  the  royal  pleasure  >— And  1  now, 
with  all  humbleness,  do  op  their  behalf 
preaent  myself  in  this  place,  in  order  that 
his  Majesty's  faithful  Commans  may  learn, 
whether  it  be  bis  Majesty's  royal  will 
that  they  shall  proceed  to  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  Choice  which  they  have  thus 
made." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  said : 

**  Mr.  Abbot;  we  have  it  in  command 
from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
cent, acting  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  to 
inform  you,  that  ailer  the  eminent  proofr 
which  you  have  given  of  your  ability  and 
integritv  in  the  execution  of  this  tmpoiv 
tant  office  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  which  yon  have  been  so  re- 
peatedly called,  his  Koyal  Hiehness  in  the 
name  of  hia  Majesty  doth  tolly  approve 
the  Choice  which  the  Commons  have 
made,  and  that  his  Royal  Highness  there- 
fore, in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  doth  approve  and  confirm  yon  to 
be  their  Speaker." 

The  Speaker  then  said : 

**  My  lords  ^  Mnce  his  Royal  Highness 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  approve 
the  Choice  made  by  bis  Majesty's  faithful 
Commons,  I  most  humbly  submit  myself 
to  his  royal  will  and  pleasure : 

**  And  1  do  now  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
Parliament  assembled,  lay  claim  (by  horn- 
hie  petition)  to  all  their  antient  and  un- 
doubted rights  an^  privileges;  more  espe- 
ciallv,  Freedom  ot  Speech  in  debate; 
freedom  from  arrest  and  molestation  for 
themaelves^  their  servants^  and  estates;  free 


access  to  the  royal  presence  aa  occasion 
may  require;  and  the  most  favourable 
construction  of  all  their  proceedings. 

^  For  myself,  I  have  also  to  crave  his 
Majesty's  gracious  indulgence,  and  that 
no  imperfections  of  mine  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duties,  m|^  be  l^d  to  Che  account 
of  his  Majesty's  faithful  Commons." 

The  Lord  ChandUor  replied : 

*'  Mr.  Speaker;  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  hath  commanded  us  to  as* 
sure  you,  that  acting  in  the  name,  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Maiesty,  he  doth  most 
willingly  grant  to  the  House  of  Commons 
all  the  privileges  which  have  ever  been 
granted  or  allowed  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  his  Majesty  or  any  of  his  royal 
piedecessors. 

"  With  respect  to  what  resards  yowfself, 
Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  reouirea  to  assure  yo« 
that  the  most  favourable  conitruction  will 
always  be  put  upon  your  words  and  ac- 
tions, if  it  can  be  necessary  that  each  an 
assurance  should  be  given  to  a  person,  so 
eminently  distinguished  for  his  knowledge 
of  the  rules  and  usages  of  parliament." 

The  Commons  then  withdrew,  and  the 
Lords  Commissioners  retired  to  unrobe. 
After  which  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  swear 
in  the  Peers. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wedii€$day,  November  25. 

The  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  at  twdva 
o'clock,  summoned  the  House  to  the 
Peers,  in  order  that  they  might  iniom 
the  Lords  Commissioners  on  whom  the 
choice  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mens  had  fallen.  Mr.,  Abbot,  followed 
by  all  the  members  present,  accordingly 
proceeded  to  the  Hoiise  of  Peers. 

The  Speaker  having  been  confirmed  in 
his  office  by  the  Lords  Commiisieners,  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  his  retoni  from  the 
House  of  Lords : 

*'  I  have  to  acquaint  the  House,  that 
this  House  has  been  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
where  the  Lords  authorised  by  his^Majes* 
ty's  Commission  have  declared.  That  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Resent,  acting 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the 
Choice  which  this  House  has  made  in  elect* 
ing  me  to  be  their  Speaker. 

<*  And  I  have  thereupon  in  the  name 
ma4  on  behalf  of  the  Commons  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Kingdom  in  parliament  assembled, 
laid  claim  to  all  their  antient  and  ondonhfe* 
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«d  riffbH  and  privileges  :  Freedom  of 
Speedi  in  debate.  Freedom  irma  arrest 
and.  molestation  for  t  he  nisei  ves,  tbeir  ser- 
Ttnuts,  and  estates ;  free  access  to  tbe  royal 
presence  as  occasion  may  require,  and  tbe 
most  favourable  conslroction  of  all  their 
proceedings;— all  which  bare  been  grant* 
ed  and  aHowed  in  as  ample  a  manner  as 
ever  they  were  granted  and  allowed  by 
any  of  his  Majesty's  royal  predecessors. 

**  For  tbe  high  honour  conferred  upon 
roe  by  this  Hoose,  and  confirmed  by  bis 
Majesty's  royal  apprtfbaiion,  I  have  again 
to  lender  my  best  iicknowledgmeiits,  and 
to  repeat  ikre  assorincbs  of  my  iized  por- 
pose  to  serve  this  House  with  diligeace^ 
fidelity  and^knpariialfcy. 

V  At  present,  I  mi^st  call  to  th^ir  re- 
membrance that  the  first  proceedioff  is  fsr 
each  member  to  take  the  Oatbs  of  Alle- 
giance and  Sopnemacy  ^  tbe  table,  to 
make  and  sobscribe  tbe  Declaration ;  and 
also  to  take  and  subscribe  the  Oaths  of 
Abjorariion  and  Qualification,  as  by  law 
nNjolred/' 

A  general  cry  of  bear!  hear!  followed 
this  speech,  and  the  Speaker  proceeded,  as 
Ibn  first  Commooer,  to  take  the  oaths.  He 
afterwards  placed  himself  in  his  Chair* 
The  oiber  members  were  then  called  op 
to  the  table  in  alphabetical  order,  Hccord- 
ing  to  the  counties  they  represented,  and 
took  the  oaibs.  Generally  speakins  only 
one  or  two  appeared  from  each  county, 
until  the  name  of  Cornwall  was  pro- 
aetmced,  when  more  tban  twenty  mem- 
bers left  tbe  ministerial  benches,  and  ad* 
vanced  to  receive  the  oaths.  This  re- 
markable disproportion  excited  not  a 
kttle  mirtb  in  the  House. 


fiOtrSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mondajft  November  30. 

Thi  Princs  Rbgbnt's  Sfebcb  on 
OFEHiito  ma  l!$EssioN,]  Their  lordships 
began  to  assemble  about  twelve  o'clock. 
Peeresses  and  iadies,  with  peers  orders, 
were  admitted  into  the  body  of  the  House ; 
who,  together  with  a  numerous  attend* 
mnce  of  peers,  in  their  robes,  made  an  ap- 
pearance seldom,  if  ever,  equalled  for  its 
elegance  and  spietodour.  At  two  his  royal 
higlmesB  the  Priisce  Regent  entered  the 
Houses  and  took  bis  seat  on  tbe  throne. 
A  Message  was  iomiediately  conveyed • 
bv  tbe  Usher  ol  tbe  Black  Rod,  to'  the 
Hoube  of  OcNnnons,  i^uiring  tbeir  attend- 
ilKe,  to  receive  his  Royal  Higbness'scom- 
■MmicalMMu     Acoord»gly»  ibe  SpeakeVi 


The  Prmee  R^enfs  ^eech  [  ]2 

accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  mem- 
bers, appeared  at  their  lordships'  bar. 

His  Royal  Highness  then  delivered  the 
following  most  gracious  Speech : 

''  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  tbnt  I 
am  obliged  to  announce  to  yoo,  ai  the 
opening  of  this  parliament,  the  continu'- 
ance  of  bis  Majesty's  lamented  indiapoai- 
tion,  and  the  diminution  of  tbe  bopes 
which  I  have  most  anxiously  entertained 
of  his  recovery. 

<'  The  Ktoation  of  Public  Afiairs  has 
induced  me  to  take  the  earlieei  opportu- 
nity of  meeting  yop  after  tbe  late  Elec* 
tions.  I  am  persuaded  yoo  w|ll  oordinlly 
participate  in  the  satisfaction  wbidb  I  de- 
rive from  tbe  impreveoient  lof  oar  pros- 
pects dnrmg  tbe  course  of  tbe  present 
year.  ... 

**  The  valour  and  intre[»idity  displayed 
by  bis  Majesty's  Forces  and  cbose  or  bis 
Allies  in  the  peninsula,  on  seaman v  ocen- 
sions  during  this  campaign,  and  the  con- 
somnrate  skill  and  judgment  vmh  which 
the  operations  have  been  icond  acted  by- 
General  the  Marquis  ef  Wellington,  have 
led  to  consequences  of  the  utmost  im^ 
portance  to-  the  common  cause^ 

"  By  transferring  the  War  into  the  in- 
terior of  Spain,  and  by  tbe  |[lerioiis  and 
ever  memorable  Victory  obtamed  al  9aln- 
manca,  he  has  compelied  the  enemy  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Cadis ;  and  the  soothern 
provinces  ot  that  kingdom  have  been 
delivered  from  tbe  power  iod  arms  of 
France.    • 

*'  Although  I  cannot  butregrettbat  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy,  combined  with  n 
view  to  one  great  operation,  have  render* 
ed  it  necesmry  to  withdraw  lirom  tho 
Siege  of  Burgos,  and  to  evacdkte  Madrid, 
for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  the  main 
body  of  the  allied  forces ;  these  eifiirts  of 
the  enemy  have  nevertbeiest,  been  at* 
tended  with  important  sacrifices  on  tbeir 
part,  which  must  materially  contribute  to 
extend  the  resources  and  facilitate  tbe  ex* 
ertions  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

**  I  am  confident  I  may  rely  on  your 
determination  to  coniioue  tn  alibrd  every 
aid  in  support  of  a  contest  which  bas  first 
given  to  the  continentiof  Europe  tbe  ex* 
ample  of  persevering  and  soccessiel  re« 
sismnce  to  she  power  of.  France,  and  Oft 
which  not  only  tbe  independpnce  of  tbe 
natkma  of  the  peninsula,  but  tbe  best  in* 
teresU  of  his  Majesty^s  dominions 
tially  depend* 

'<  I  have  great  pleaanre  an  eai 
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ting  to  you,  tbat  tbe,relationt  of  peace  and 
friendship  have  been  restored  between  bis 
MajeUy  and  the  CourU  of  St.  Petersburgh 
and  Stockholm. 

"  I  have  directed  copies  of  the  Treaties 
to  be  laid  before  yoQ« 

"  In  a  contest  for  bis  own  Sovereign 
Rights,  and  for  the  independence  of  bis 
domiDiona,  the  emperor  of  Russia  has  had 
to  oppose  a  large  proportion  of  the  military 
power  of  the  French  government,  assisted 
by  its  allies,  and  by  the  tribotary  states 
dependent  upon  it. 

"  The  resistance  which  he  has  opposed 
to  so  formidable  a  combination,  cannot 
fail  to  excite  sentiments  of  lasting  admi- 
ratiop. 

'*  By  his  own  magnanimity  .and  perse- ' 
Terance,  by  the  zeal  and  disinterestedness 
of  all  ranks  of  his  subjects,  and  by  the 
gallantry,  firmness  and  intrepidity  of  his 
forces,  the  presomptaous  expectations  of 
the  enemy  have  been  signally  disappoint* 
cd-        , 

"  The  eatbosiatm  of  the  Rassian  nation 
has  increased  with  the  difficoUies  of  the 
contest,  and  with  the  dangers  with  which 
they  were  surrounded.  They  have  fob- 
mitted  to  sacrifices  of  which  there  are  few 
examples  in  the  history  of  the  world;  and 
I  indolge  the  confident  hope^  that  the  de- 
termined perseverance  of  bis  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty will  be  crowned  with  ultimate  suc- 
cess; and  that.this  contest,  in  its  result, 
will  have  the  effect  of  establishing,  upon 
a  foundation  never  to  be  shaken,  the  secu- 
rity and  independence  of  the  Russian  em- 
pire. 

"  The  proof  of  confidence  which  I  have 
received  rrom  his  Imperial  Majesty,  in  the 
measure  which  he  has  adopted  of  sending 
bis  Fleeu  to'  the  ports  of  this  country,  is  in 
the  highest  degree  gratifying  to  me ;  and 
his  Imperial  Majesty  may  most  fully  rely 
on  my  fixed  determination  to  afford  him 
the  most  cordial  support  in  the  great  con- 
test in  which  he  is  engaged. 

'*  I  have  the  satisfaction  further  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  I  have  concluded  a  Treaty 
with  his  Sicilian  Majesty,  supplementary 
to  the  Treaties  of  1 808  and  1 809. 

*'  As  soon  as  the  ratifications  shall  have 
been  exchanged,  I  will  direct  a  copy  of 
this  Treaty  to  be  laid  before  you 

«'  My  object  has  been  to  provide  for 
the  more  extensive  application  of  the  mi- 
litary force  of  the  Sicilian  government  to 
O&nsive  operations ;  a  measure  which, 
combined  with  the  liberal  and  enlightened 
principius  wtiich  kappily  prevail  in  the 


cocmctis  of  bis  Sigiliap  Majesty,  is  oalcu* 
lated,  I  trtist,  to  aug«i»ent  his  power  and 
resources,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  ren« 
der  them  essentially  sefvicea&le  to  th« 
common  c'tuse. 

"  The  Declaration  of  War  by  the  go* 
vernment  of  the  United  States  of  Ame* 
rica,  was  made  under  circumstances  which 
might  have  afforded  a  reasonable  expec* 
tation  that  the  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  nations  would  not  Jong  be  inter* 
rupted.  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I 
am  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  con- 
duct and  pretensions  of  that  government 
have  hitherto  preveofted  the  conclusion  of 
any  pacific  arrangement. 

"  Their  measures  of  hostility  have  been 
principally  directed  against  the  adjoining 
British  Provinces,  and  every  effort  has 
been  made  to  seduce  the  inhabitants  of 
them  from  their  allegiance  to  his  Majesty. 

^'  The  proofs,  however,  which  I  have 
received  of  loyalty  and  attachment  from 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  North  America 
ar^  highly  satisfactory. 

"  The  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  invade 
Upper  Canada  have  not  only  proved 
abortive,  but,  by  the  judicious  arrange- 
ments of  the  Governor-General,  and  by 
the  skill  and  decision  with  which  the  mi- 
litary operations  have  been  conducted, 
the  forces  of  the  enemy  auembled  for 
that  purpose  in  one  quarter,  have  been 
compelled  to  capitulate,  and  ia  another 
have  been  completely  defeated. 

"  My  best  efforts  are  not  wanting  for 
the  restoration  of  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  between  the  two  countries;  but 
until  this  object  can  be  attained,  without 
sacrificing  the  maritime  rights  of  Great 
Briuin,  I  shall  rely  upon  your  cordial 
support  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war. 

'«  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

**  I  have  directed  the  Estimates  for  the 
services  of  the  ensuing  year  to-be  laid  be- 
fore you,  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  your 
readiness  to  furnish  such  supplies  as  may 
enable  me  to  provide  for  the  great  interesit 
committed  to  my  charge,  and  afiR>rd  the 
best  prospect  of  bringing  the  contest  in 
which  his  Majesty  is  engaged  to  a  sue* 
ceesful  termination. 

<«  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"The  approaching  expiration  of  the 
Charter  of  the  East  India  Company  ren- 
ders it  necessary  that  I  should  call  your 
early  attention  to  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding eflectually  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces  of  India* 
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''  In  considering  tlie  variety  of  interests 
ivbich  are  connected  with  this  important 
Biibjecff  I  rely  on  your  wisdom  for  making 
auch  an  arrangement  as  may  best  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  British  possessions 
in  that  quarter,  and  at  the  same  time 
secure  the  great^t  advantages  to  the  com- 
merce and  reveAoe  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions. 

*'  1  have  derived  great  satisfaction  from 
Ihe  success  of  the  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  for  suppressing  the  spirit  of 
outrage  and  insubordination  which  had 
appeared  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
and  from  the  disposition  which  has  been 
manifested  to  take  advantage  of  the  in- 
demnity held  out  to  the  deluded  by  the 
wisdom  and  benevolence  of  parliament. 

*'  I  tmst  I  shall  never  have  occasion  to 
lament  the  recurrence  of  atrocities  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  British  character;  and 
that  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  will  be  im* 
pressed  with  the  conviction*  that  the  hap- 
piness of  individuals,  and  the  welfiure  of 
the  state*  equally  depend  upon  a  strict 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  an  attachment 
to  our  excellent  constitution. 

"  In  the  loyalty  of  his  Majesty's  people* 
and  in  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  I  have 
reason  to  place  the  fullest  confidence. 
The  same  firmness  and  perseverance  which 
have  been  manifested  on  so  many  and 
such  trying  occasions*  will  not*  I  am  per- 
suaded* be  wanting  at  a  time  when  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  and  of  the  world,  are 
fixed  upon  you.  I  can  assure  you,  that 
in  the  exercise  of  the  g^at  trust  reposed 
in  me*  I  have  no  sentiment  so  near  my 
heart  as  the  desire  to  promote*  by  every 
means  in  my  power*  the  real  prosperity 
and  lasting  happiness  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects.'' 

The  Commons  having  withdrawn  from 
the  bar*  his  Royal  Highness  presently 
rose,  and  departed  from  the  House.  Afler 
his'  Royal  *  Highness's  departure,  their 
lordships  a^iii'ned  for  the  purpose  of  un* 
robing. 

About  five  o'clock  the  Lord  Chanfcellor 
took  his  seal  on  the  woolsack,  and  the 
House  was  resumed.  The  earl  of  Liver- 
pool* according  to  custom,  previously  to 
the  commencement  of  public  business* 
presented  a  Bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Sdect  Vestries,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  read  the  first  time. 

His  Royal  Highness's  Speech  having 
been  read '  by  the  Lard  CbaQcellor,  and 
afterwards  by  the  clerk. 

The  Earl  of  Longfordttid,  that  in  liiihg 
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to  claim  the  attention  of  their  lordships* 
it  might  be  expected  that  he  should  apo- 
logise  for  the  course  he  was  about   to 
pursue ;    but*  he  thought,  he  could  not 
do   better  than  to  pourtray  the  leading 
features  of  the  Speech;  just  delivered  from 
the  throne,  and  then  to  make  those'  ob- 
servations which '  he  might  deem  appro* 
priate  and  just  in  support  of  the  Address, 
with  moving  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
conclude.     Such  a  courte  would  be  cor- 
respondent with  the  usual  mode  on  such 
occasions ;  and,  in  bis  estimation,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  depart  from  sa  good  a  prece* 
dent.     As  to  the  Speech,  it  must  have 
been  most  grateful  to  all  who  heard  it ; 
for  it  dwelt  on  those  events  which   had 
been  materially  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try, and  were  calculated  to  be  much  more 
so ;  inasmuch  as  they  were  of  a  nature 
to  increase  those  great   difficulties  with 
which  the  common  enemy  had  now  to 
contend.       But,     however     prosperous 
might  have  been  our  efforts,  however  glo- 
rious might  have  been  our  struggles,  and 
however  splendid  might  have  been  the 
results*  it  became  us  rather  to  increase 
than  to  relax  in  our  exertions,  not  for  the 
mere  advantage  of  England  only*  but  for 
the  salvation  of  Europe.     Past  successes 
were  pledges  for  the  future ;  the  triumphs 
that  had  attended  our  arms,  were  assu- 
rances  that    perseverance   would    avail. 
There  were  those  who  had  foreboded  a 
dismal  issue  to  our  contest  in  the  penin- 
sula; and  though  those  forebodings  had 
been  disappointed  by  events*  yet  they 
would  say*  there  still  remained  much  to 
be  done.    Their  lordships  could  not  forget 
so  manifest  a  truth,  and  that  remembrance 
would  now  stimulate  them  to  greater  and 
nobler  exertions.     To  carry  on  such  a 
war  as  the  one  in  which  this  country  was 
now  engaged*  great  sacrifices   must  be 
made ;  and  no  one  could  more  sensibly 
deplore  than  he  did  the  burdens  under 
which  the  country  at  present  laboured. 
Bat  they  must  bear  much  mora  before  it 
could  bl^  hoped  tbat  final  success.,  would 
crovAi  our  efiR>rts.    When  it  was  seen  that 
the  foler  of  France  deemed  no  sacrifices 
too  great  to  promote  the  dearest  object  of 
his  ambition— the  ruin  of  this  country* 
could  any   privation'  be    considered  too 
much  to  avert  and  counteract  tlrtt  object } 
Our  sacrifices*  he  knew*  were  great ;  but 
could  any  sacrifices  be  too  great  that  had 
for  their  object  the  salvation  of  the  coun- 
try ?      The  sacrifices  of  other  countries 
were  great*  eren  ware  they  visited  only 
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by  •  friendly  army ;  but  how  moch  mater 
would  be  their  woe«  how  much  heavier 
their  afflictions,  when  an  enemy's  arms 
prevailed?  From  such  viBitations  this 
country  had  hitherto  been  free ;  and  no 
price  could  be  too.  high  to  enable  it  to 
continue  un?isited  by  such  accumulated 
miseries.  To  describe  those  miseries,  the 
miseries  that  other  countries  had  been,  and 
still  were,  subjected  to — would  be  a  task 
too  painful  for  hi^,  eren  were  it  necessary 
to  enable  their  lordships  to  judge  properly 
of  our  present  situation.  But,  he  could 
not  avoid  saying,  how  light  must  any  bur* 
dens  be,  that  could  avert  tiiat  ruin  which 
was  levelled  against  us  1  That  it  would  be 
averted,  he  could  not  for  an  instant  doubt ; 
and,  even  if  any  one  were  inclined  to 
entertain  any  thing  like  doubt,  the  recent 
and  noble  exertions  of  our  brave  coun* 
trymen  in  arms  could  not  but  dispel  it« 
In  speaking  of  their  glorious  exertions,  he 
could  not  proceed  without  noticing  that 
glorious  individual  who  had  so  nobly  led 
them  on  to  repeated  successes.  There 
could  scarcely  be  an  individual  in  the 
country  who  did  not  feel  warmed  and 
elated  by  the  laurels  that  bound  that  noble 
general's  brow;  and  how  much  more 
elated  must  they  feel,  who  were  related  to 
him  by  the  ties  of  blood !  He  had  the 
happiness  of  being  amongst  those  who 
were  related  to  that  gallant  lord.  If  there 
were  any  thing  like  difference  of  opinion 
respecting  that  brave  general's  merits,  re* 
lated  as  he  was,  he  would  no^  trust  him- 
self to  speak  where  friendship  and  partia* 
lity  might  overstep  the  bounds  of  justice. 
If  he  thought  it  possible  even  for  the  af- 
fection of  the  dearest  friends  to  overrate 
his  merits,  in  the  fondpess  and  zeal  of 
their  partiality,  he  would  have  remained 
silent.  But  years  of  painful  labour  in 
the  ^eld  had  earned  for  the  name  of  Wel- 
lington, that  glory  and  renown  which  were 
now  attached  to  it.  In  the  field  he  had 
triumphed  over  and  over  again,  beating 
the  most  consummate  generals  of  the 
enemy's  army,  and  driving  them  from 
their  sirong  holds.  Such  were  the  feats 
he  had  achieved,  besides  overcoming  all 
those  difficulties  attendant  upon  a  war- 
fare like  the  one  in  which  he  was  en« 
gaged :  but  that  great  and  valuable  man 
was  rewarded.  The  public  voice  united 
in  expressing  admiration  of  the  man  and 
of  the  warrior,  and  he  could  not  refrain 
from  mingling  bis  with  the  general  voice. 
In  tracing  the  course  of  his  successful 
career,  no  one  could  fail  to  call  to  mind 
( VOL.  XXIV. ) 
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Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Badajoz,  or  Salamanca*— 
successes  that  had  demonstrated  the  vi* 
gilance,  the  skill,  the  rapidity,  and  the 
decision  which  had  produced  such  admi- 
rable results.  They  were  results  that  had 
raised  the  military  character  of  the  coun- 
try. The  skill  which  had  planned 
those  successes  was  seen  in  a  variety  of 
forms ;  but  in  no  instance  was  it  more 
remarkable  than  in  having  compelled  the 
enemy  to  raise  the  siege  of  CadiZ|  before 
which  they  had  been  for  two  years.  That 
glorious  event  had  only  failed  in  bringing 
about  the  probable  result  by  an  actual 
and  direct  aisobedience  of  orders — a  dis- 
obedience that  had  since  been  punished 
by  the  prompt  proceeding  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain.  That  was  an  unfortunate 
event :  and,  at  this  moment,  it  was  im- 
possible to  see  of  what  advantages  it  had 
deprived  us.  That  it  had  materially  pro- 
moted the  failure  before  Burgos,  he  had 
little  reason  to  doubt ;  but,  however  mor- 
tifying that  event  might  be,  still  thev  had 
no  reason  to  despond.  The  eflects  of  such 
a  disappointment,  and  of  such  a  failure, 
might  soon  be  retrieved  by  that  com- 
manding genius  which  had  already  done 
so  much  for  Spain.  Even  the  present 
condition  of  the  enemy  afforded  much 
ground  for  exultation.  He  had  been  com- 
pelled to  collect  his  forces,  and,  when  it 
was  recollected  with  what  difficulty  they 
had  been  before  supplied,  how  mucn 
greater  must  those  difficulties  be  now  that 
they  formed  one  collected  mass.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  him  to  recapitulate 
the  circumstances  that  had  attended  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  the  capture 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  of  Badajoz,  and  of 
Salamanca ;  but  no  one  would  deny  that 
they  were  highly  advantageous  to  the  f;e- 
neral  cause. — But  fortunately  the  influ- 
ence of  this  brilliant  campaign  was  not 
confined  to  the  peninsula :  it  had  been 
felt  in  the  remotest  comers  of  the  world  : 
In  Russia  they  had  seen  what  might  be 
done  by  constancy  and  perseverance ;  for 
in  Spain  this  country  bad  evinced,  by  an 
actual  and  successful  course,  what  might 
be  done  by  perseverance  ;  and  the  lesson 
had  not  been  lost  on  the  emperor  of 
Russia.  In  Russia  too  was  already  seen 
what  might  be  achieved  by  a  determined 
resistance  to  the  presumptuous  pretensions 
of  an  unprincipled  and  ambitiou9  foe. 
The  emperor  of  Russia  had  given  great 
hopes  to  enslaved  Europe.  In  the  field 
he  had  given  proofs  of  firmness  and  deci« 
sion ;  and  by  entrusting  this  country  with 
(C) 
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•ion  in  other  parU  of  Earope,  it  was  aeeei* 
•ary  to  urge  the  Spanish  war  with  our  ut* 
most  Tigoar  and  with  the  greatest  effect. 
The  second  plan  was,  that  it  would  be 
prudent  and  highly  expedient  to  make 
exertions  opoa  a  large  scale,  adequate 
to  the  de8tnict8>n  of  the  French  power  in 
Spain.  Both  t^ese  plans  were  different  in 
their  principles,  and  yet  both  were  con- 
sistent upon  their  own  principles.  If  our 
resources  were  really  inadequate,  then  the 
first  plan  was  very  just  and  proper :  but  if, 
as  he  held,  they  were  adequate  to  extensive 
operations,  then  the  second  plan  was  ob- 
Tiously  the  fittest  to  adopt.  But  the  plan 
of  all  others,  which  all  mankind  must  re- 
probate and  reject,  was- that  plan  of  em- 
ploying the  resources,  of  exposing  the' 
sinews  of  our  strength,  to  hourly  danger ; 
bearinff  hard  upon  our  finances,  yet  ac- 
complishing neither  object,  but  falling 
dead,  as  it  were,  between  both.  Such  a 
plan  as  this  every  one  must  ooncur  in  con- 
demning. It  was  essentially  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  economy;  it  was  expence 
without  frntt;  and  yet  that  was  the  system 
which  had  been  pursued  during  the  last 
and  during  the  preceding  campaign.  A 
Tast  expence  of  blood  and  treasure  had 
been  lavished,  and  our  resources  enfeebled, 
without  accomplishing  any  one  definite  or 
precise  object.  When  it  was  to  end  he 
Knew  not ;  but  it  would  be  invidious  to 
call  upon  him  or  any  one,  to  say  how 
closely  calamity  might  tread  upon  the 
footsteps  of  error.  When  France  was  me- 
ditating firesh  wars  in  the  north  of  Europe, 
and  when  we  saw  Russia  prepared  to  re- 
sist her  ambitious  designs  >to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, what  more  vigorous  or  effectual 
assistance  could  we  have  given  to  Russia 
than  by  prosecuting  the  war  in  Spain  ? 
The  best  succour  we  could  give  to  that 
country,  the  most  essential  aid  that  we 
could  bestow,  was  by  carrying  on  the  war 
in  the  oeninsula  upon  a  broad  and  exten- 
live  scale  of  operations ;  but  it  was  not  so 
carried  on,  ano  he  charged  upon  that  sys- 
tem, therefore,  in  the  first  instance  a  de- 
fection from  the  cause  of  Russia.  He 
did  not,  indeed,  mean  to  dispute  that  the 
events  of  the  last  campaign  had  not  been 
beneficial  to  Spain,  but  his  objection  was 
that  those  benefits  were  imperfectly  se- 
cured, and  that  they  could  not  be  expected 
to  be  permanent.  On  all  these  grounds 
considering  ministers  as  culpable  in  with- 
holding needful  supplies,  before  he  could 
agree  to  that  part  of  ihe  Speech  which 
•poke  of  the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  na- 
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tion,  he  must  be  informed  where  the  bene- 
fits arising  out  of  these  exertions  were  to 
be  found* 

The  noble  marquis,  next,  dismissing  the 
topic  of  the  penmsular  war,  adverted  to 
the  hopes  held  out  of  a  diversion  from 
Sweden,  in  favour  of  the  operations  of 
Rusma.    He  could  not  conceive  any  thing 
more  erroneous  in  policy  or  in  co-opera- 
tion than  the  line  of  conduct  pursued  with 
regard  to  this  power,    ^s  it  appeared  to 
his  mind,  a  more  extraordinary  act  of  di- 
plomacy had  never  occurred   than    ihe 
Treaty  which  our  ministers  had  concluded 
with  the  government  of  Sweden.     It  waa 
a  treaty  which  promised  every  advantage 
to  Sweden  without  guaranteeing  any  to 
England.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  in  which, 
as  it  had  been  once  whimsically  observred 
upon  a  similar  contract,  the  reciprocity 
was  all  on  one  side ;  for  we  had  engaged 
to  affi)rd  Sweden  all  the  assistance  in  oar 
power,  in  her  operations  against  the  ene- 
my, or  for  her  own  protection,  while  no- 
thing appeared  likely  to  be  done  for  qs  or 
for  our  allies  on  her  part.    An  expedition 
was,  indeed,  projected  and  expected  to  sail 
from  Sweden,  with  a  view  to  co-operate 
with  Russia;  but  that  object  was  soon 
abandoned  ;  no  expedition  ever  did  sail  ; 
and  in  consequence  of  that  abandonment 
l^eneral  Victor,  who,  with  his  force,  waited 
in  Swedish  Pomerania,  tameet  the  appre- 
hended diversion,  was  enabled  to  with- 
draw, and  his  division  actually  formed  a 
part  of  the  army  with  which  Buonapart6 
made  his  way  to  Moscow.    Such  was  ihe 
important  effect  of  the  inactivity  of  Swe- 
den, and  for  that  inactivity,  so  injurious  to 
the  objects  of  the  war,  it  was  for  ministers, 
in  their  diplomatic  management  with  Swe- 
den, to  account.     This  account,  indeed, 
they  were  bound,  for  their  own  justifica- 
tion, to  produce.  At  a  meeting  which  had 
taken  place  at  Abo  about  the  end  of  Joly» 
between   the  emperor    Alexander,    lord 
Cathcart,  and  the  crown  prince  of  Swe- 
den, it  was  understood  to  have  been  ar- 
ranged, that  the  expedition  already  al- 
luded to,  was  to   have  i>een  dispatched 
from  Sweden ;  and  so  cordially  it  seemed 
did  ministers  enter  into  the  project — so 
promptly  did  they  determine  to  forward 
its  progress,  with  a  view  to  impede  the 
army  of  France,  that  transports  for  the 
conveyance  of  the    Swedish  expedition 
were  ordered  to  sail  from  Sbeerness  on 
the  19th  of  September,  and  Buonapart6 
entered  Moscow  on  the  Htb  of  the  same 
month !    So  fared  this  grand  and  mnch 
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talked  oF  expeditioo.  What  toK  of  ex-  f 
planatiou  minUteri  had  it  in  their  power 
to  give  opon  this  sobject,  he  could  not 
pretend  to  conjecture;  but  it  appeared 
most  extraordinary,  that  after  the  meeting 
and  discussion  he  had  just  mentioned,  oni- 
nisters  should  not  have  been  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  real  disposition  of  the  crown 

Erince  of  Sweden,  or  that  they  should  not 
ave  taken  measures  to  ascertain  whether 
any  change  had  taken  place  in  that  dispo- 
sition before  the  useless  dispatch  of  the 
transports. — With  respect  to  Rusaia,  while 
be  was  fully  disposed  to  concur  in  the  pa- 
negyric pronounced  upon  the  magnani- 
mity displayed  by  that  power,  he  would 
ask,  what  assistance  had  our  ministera  af- 
forded to  encourage  the  display  or  to  aid 
the  operation  of  that  magnanimity  ?  This 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  know,  except  the  send- 
ing the  Russians  about  50,000  arms,  with 
lords  Cathcart  and  Walpole,  who  were  no 
doubt  important  instruments  to  aid  a  great 
empire  in  extricating  itself  from  its  diffi- 
culties and  repelling  a  formidable  foe, 
were  to  be  viewed  in  this  light. 

Upon  the  subject  of  America  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words ;  and  first 
be  had  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  a 
more  unjust  attack  was  never  made  opon 
the  peace  of  any  nation  than  that  of  the 
American  government  upon  this  country, 
nor  could  any  cause  be  imagined  more 
completely  just  than  that  which  this  coun- 
try had  to  oppose  to  America.  But  he 
must  confess  that  he  heard  with  surprise 
the  passage  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
which  sanctioned  the  opinion  that  minis- 
ters still  hoped  for  pacification  with  Ame- 
rica in  consequence  of  something  done 
previous  to  their  declaration  of  war ;  he 
meant  with  surprise,  in  conseouence  of 
the  gromids  upon  which  this  hope  was 
understood  to  rest.  Nothing  appeared 
more  preposterous  than  the  calculation  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  would 
lerve  to  pacify  America;  for  these  orders 
were  never  in  fact  the  point  at  ts^ue.  Of 
the  conduct  of  this  government  through- 
out its  discussions  with  that  of  America, 
he  was  pretty  accurately  informed,  and  he 
was  fully  prepared  to  defend  it,  especially 
that  part  of  the  discussion  in  which  he 
was  personally  concerned.  But  he  would 
maintain,  as  he  had  uniformly  stated,  that 
the  dispate  with  America  did  not  originate 
or  rest  upon  the  Orders  in  Council,  but 
referred  to  higher  questions,  to  topics 
deeply  affecting  our  great  maritime  rights, 
lo  points,  indeed,  of  such  importance^  that 
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according  to  his  fullest  conviction,  the 
British  govemmeQt  could  not  concede  to 
the  pretensions  of  America  without  throw- 
ing mto  her  hands  the  trident  of  the  main. 
It  would  not  avail  ministers  to  repeat  the 
assertions  of  those  who  expressed  such 
sanguine  opinions  as  to  the  probable  result 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  for 
these  assertions  furnished  no  answer  to 
his  view  of  the  subject  They  might  in-, 
deed  be  adduced  in  reference  to  some  no- 
ble lords  near  him,  from  whom  ministers 
borrowed  this  measure  of  repeal.  Yes, 
they  abandoned  their  own  opinion  upon 
that  question,  and  adopted  that  of  their 
adversaries,  which  no  doubt  furnished  a 
strong  proof  of  their  vigour,  firmness,  and 
perseverance.  But  even  with  reference 
to  those  adversaries,  ministers  could  not 
now  rest  upon  formerly  expressed  opi- 
nions or  predictions  as  to  the  consequence 
to  be  expected  from  a  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council ;  because,  although  they 
agreed  to  the  measure  upon  the  advice  of 
their  adversaries,  they  acted  upon  it  in  an 
opposite  spirit.  They  were  dilatory,  and 
apparently  reluctant  in  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  of  repeal,  and  they  oughts 
u|>^  various  grounds,  to  have  seen  its  ut- 
ter inefficiency  to  pacify  America.  They 
ought,  in  fact,  to  have  expected  and  been 
fully  prepared  for  war  with  America; 
they  ought,  as  statesmen,  to  have  known 
that  the  American  government  had  been 
long  infected  with  a  deadly  hatred  to- 
wards this  country,  and  (i^  he  might  be 
allowed  an  unasuai  application  of  a  word) 
with  a  deadly  affection  towards  France. 
It  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  governments 
were  not  as  likely  as  individuals  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  passion— that  they  were  not 
more  apt  to  act  from  the  impulse  of  their 
own  vices  or  corruptions  than  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  interest  of  those  over 
whom  they  presided.  Therefore  no  states- 
man should  or  would  conclude,  that  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the 
American  people  to  engage  in  war  with 
this  country,  the  American  government 
would  shrink  from  such  a  measure.  ^  In- 
deed, in  this  instance  no  such  conclusion 
could  be  deemed  in  the  slightest  degree 
excusable,  for  the  disposition  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  was  quite  evident,  and 
therefore  common  policy  should  have 
urged  ministers  to  prepare  fully  for  the 
event,  and  they  should  have  made  ade- 
quate exertion  either  to  pacify,  to  intimi- 
date, or  to  punish  America.  No  inean^ 
should  have  been  unprovided  effectually 
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to  repel  the  audacious  attack  which  the 
Atnerican  goveroment  had  Teotured  to 
make  upon  us.  Nothing  of  this  kind, 
however,  had  been  done,  and  America  bad 
been  suffered  to  commence,  and,  for  a 
tijme,  to  carry  on  hostilities,  even  un- 
threatened  with  danger  to  herself.  That 
attack  would  yet,  he  trusted,  be  completely 
avenged ;  Chat  the  most  extensive  ex- 
ertions would  be  made  to  convince  the 
American  government  of  its  folly  and 
desperation,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
best  hope  of  peace  with  that  government 
would  rest  upon  the  manly  and  vigorous 
employment  of  our  resources  to  make  it 
feel  sensibly  the  consequences  of  war. 

The  only  remaining  topic  in  the  Speech 
to  which  he  had  to  refer*  was  that  with 
respect  to  India,  in  which  he  felt  a  pecu- 
liar, interest  And  here  he  would  repeat 
the  wish  which  he  took  occasion  to  ex- 
press last  sessioDi  that  the  affairs  of  our 
Indian  empire  should  be  fully  investigated 
by  their  lordships  before  any  system  for 
its  future  government  was  nnally  deter- 
mined upon.  He  meant  that  the  whole 
question  should  be  brought  before  their 
lordships,  not  in  the  shape  of  a  bill  for 
legislation,  as  it  was  proposed  las^  session, 
but  in  a  distinct  and  separate  form  for  de- 
liberate inquiry,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
examined  in  all  its  details.  He  was  nappy 
to  learn  that  his  noble  friend  at  the  head 
of  the  Board  of  Controul,  was  diligently 
employed  In  considering  this  subject,  and 
he  trusted  that  the  result  of  his  intelligent 
deliberation  would  be  the  suggestion  of  a 
course  of  measures,  creditable  to  himself, 
honourable  to  this  nation,  advantageous 
to  the  interests  of  the  whole  empire*  but 
above  all,  calculated  to  promote  the  inte- 
rest and  happiness  of  the  great  mass  of 
population  subject  to, our  dominion  in  In- 
dia. He  again  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  concerns  of  .India  would  be  fully  dis- 
cussed before  an  attempt  was  made  to 
pass  any  law  upon  the  subject. 

Having  thus  observed  at  considerable 
length  upon  all  the  topics  embraced  in 
the  Speech,  he  would  now  proceed  very 
briefly  to  mention  an  omission  of  great 
importance  to  the  country,  and  which  he 
regretted  exceedingly;  he  meant*  the 
Catholic  Question.  iSefore  he  concluded, 
he  felt  particularly  called  upon  to  advert 
to  this  omission,  which  he  could  not  help 
noticing  with  surprize  and  sorrow.  He 
Mras  certainly  surprised  and  sorry  to  per> 
ceive,  that  after  all  that  had  passed  upon 
this  subject— after  all  that  had  occurred 


in  discussion,  and  been  excited  in  hope, 
no  disposition  whatever  was  expressed  to 
conciliate  the  Catholics,  or  to  adjust  their 
claims.     It  was  in  the  recollection  of  their 
lordships  what  had   taken  place   at   the 
close  of  the  last  session,  both  in  that  and 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.     That  ia 
the  latter,  indeed,  a  distinct  pledge  had 
been  entered  into,  fully  to  consider  the 
Catholic  Question,  with  a  view  to  an  ul- 
timate and  satisfactory  arrangement.  Was 
it  now  resolved  to  relinquish  this  pledge, 
to  set  aside  all  that  had  been  done?  There 
were  too  many  pounds  of  suspicion  upon 
this  subject.     Recollecting  the  expression 
of  the  noble  earl  opposite,  and  now  at 
the  head  of  his  Majesty's  government, 
(Liverpool),  at  the  close  of  the  last  sea* 
sion,  that  he  would  oppose  no  barrier  to 
the  fair  discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
he  could  not'  doubt  his  candour,  but  yet 
he  had  heard  of  several  proceedings,  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Ireland,  where,  to 
use  an  old  phrase  of  lord  Camden,  the 
hand    and  fineers  of  .government    were 
"  very  visible.     Indeed,  so  anxious  was 
government  considered  in  its  hostility  lo 
the  cause  of  the  Catholics,  that  one  cause 
of  the  dissolution  of  parliament  was  said 
to  be  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  pledge  of 
the  other  House  upon  the  subject ;  and  if 
the  rumours    afloat  were  founded,  that 
statement  would  appear  not  improbable. 
For  according  to  this  rumour  it  was  the 
intention  of  ministers,  after  the  Houses 
had  sat  for  a  few  days,  to  adjust  some 
matters  immediately  necessary  to  their 
own  objects,  to  propose  an  adjournment 
for  two  months.     If  so,  the  practical  effect 
of  such  an  adjournment  would  be  to  evade 
the  pledge  for  taking  the  Catholic  Ques- 
tion into  early  consideration,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  omission  in  the  Speech, 
was  a  bad  omen  for  the  Catholics.     He 
did  not  mean  at  present  to  discuss  the  pro- 
posed conduct  of  ministers,  or  to  cast  any 
blame  upon  them,  but  merely  to  ask,  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  know  precisely  their 
intention,  what  was  the  state  of  the  ques- 
tion, namely,  whether  all  that  had  passed 
was  to  be  regarded  as  gone  et  nil,  and  that 
the  question  was  to  be  returned  to  again 
as  a  res  intq^er  ?— There  were  some  words, 
he  observed,  at  the   conclusion    of  the 
Speech  not,  he  presumed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  in  praise  of  the  constitution.     In- 
deed there  was  a  report  that  ministers  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  propose  an  exten- 
sion  of  the  duration  of  parliament  upon 
the  dem^e  of  the  crown }  but  this  praise 
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of  the  constitation,  combined  with  the 
opinion  he  entertained  of  the  principles  or 
his  noble  friend  at  the  head  of  the  admi- 
nistration^  destroved  all  belief  in  the  ru- 
moar.    He  could  not  suppose  it  possible 
that  bis  noble  friend  would  for  one  mo- 
ment entertain  an  opinion  so  fraught  with 
alarm,  and  so  incapable  of  excuse  upon 
any  pretence  of  utility  or  convenience. 
No,  he  was  sure  his  noble  friend  had  too 
much    reverence    for  the    ancient   mo* 
narchical  parliamentary  constitution  of  the 
country 4  to  meditate  such  an  innovation  as 
might  lead  to  the  most  perilous  conse- 
quences—to consequences,  indeed,  which, 
from  the  recently  disturbed. state  of  the 
public  mind,  he  could  not,  he  must  con* 
less,  contemplate  without  dismay.  »But  to 
return  to  the  panegyric  which  the  Speech 
contained   upon    the    constitution,    they 
might  hope  that  it  did  not  imply  any  hos- 
tile reference  to  the  Catholic  cause.— The 
noble  marquis  finally  recapitulated  the  se- 
veral heads  of  his  argument  with  regard 
to  the  war  in  Spain,  the  Swedish  diversion, 
the  co-operation  vnth  Russia,  the  rupture 
with  America,  the  calm  and  deliberate 
discussion  neceuary  previous  to  the  deci- 
'  sion  of  the  East  India  question,  and  the 
adjustment  ef  the  Catholic  claims,  and 
concluded  with  expressing  his  opinion, 
that  increased  exertion  must  be  made  to 
strengthen  our  army  in  the  peninsula,  or 
it  would  be  cruel  towards  ourselves,  and 
our  allies  to  continue  the  contest*-to  per- 
severe in  an  useless  effusion  of  blood  and 
expenditure  of  money.    For  without  ad- 
ditional strength,  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  object  of  the  war  could  not  be  atuin- 
ed,  and   that    the   continuance    of   the 
struggle,  instead  of  being  advantageous  to 
this  country,  to  Spain,  or  to  the  continent, 
would  have  a  directly  different  operation. 
Having  expressed  these  opinions,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  propose  any  amendment ; 
but  he  trusted  that  such  attention  would 
be  paid  to  the  suggestions  he  had  thrown 
out  as  their  validity  might  demand  from 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  whose  system  if 
longer  pursued  it  would  be  impossible  to 
endure. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  in  reply  to 
the  statements  and  reasoning  oi  the 
noble  marquis,  from  whom  he  difiered 
in  some  as  he  agreed  with  him  in  other 
of  the  opinions  be  bad  just  expressed. 
In  none  did  he  more  cordially  concur 
than  in  that  which  went  to  the  situa 
tion  of  the  countrv*  which  ought  to  be 
fairlyi  plainly,  ana  clearly  before  parlia* 


ment.  He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters, who  were  ready  to  submit  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings  and  policy  to 
the  strictest  scrutiny,  whether  referring  to 
the  civil  or  military  government  of  the 
country — whether  referring  to  disaster  or 
to  triumph—whether  furnishing  niatter 
for  congratulation,  or  .events  to  de- 
plore. With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  he  had  read  enough  of  the  history  of 
wars  to  enable  him  to  pronounce,  that 
those  who  therein  looked  tor  unmixed  suc- 
cess and  exemption  from  every  species 
of  reverse  or  exemption  from  misfortune, 
built,  indeed,  upon  an  unstable  foundation, 
and  rested  on  hopes  which  must  turn  out 
to  be  chimerical.  But  he  trusted  that 
where  misfortune  occurred,  the  mind  of  par- 
liament and  the  public  was  too  considerate 
and  just,  not  to  distinguish  between  that 
which  was  attributable  to  the  contingen- 
cies of  war  and  which  resulted  from  in- 
evitable circumstances,  and  that  for  which 
ministers  or  their  agents  might  be  deemed 
fiurly  responsible.  The  war  in  the  penin- 
sula,— he  repeated  the  opinion  which  he 
expressed  at  the  outset— the  war  in  Spain 
he  regarded  as  a  new  era  in  the  history  of 
modem  wars,  because  in  that  case  the  peo- 
ple were  most  active  in  repelling  their  in- 
vaders. Unlike  the  people  of  Germany 
and  Italy,  who  were  passive  spectators  of 
the  conflict  produced  by  French  invasion, 
the  Spaniards  were  most  forward  to  contend 
for  the  independence  and  old  establish- 
ments of  their  country,  therefore  their 
cause  held  out  an  encouraging  prospect 
and  a  good  example,  which  the  people  of 
Russia  were  now  so  nobly  emulating.  It 
was  this  exhibition  of  a  bi^h  national 
spirit  which  originally  induced  him  to  be- 
come an  advocate  for  those  measures  of 
assistance  which  the  Spaniards  had  re* 
ceived  from  this  country.  Indeed  if  this 
country  had  not  afforded  that  aid,  it  would, 
in  his  judgment,  haye  betrayed  an  indif* 
ference,  not  only  to  every  high  sentiment 
of  liberty,  but  every,  even  the  most  com* 
mon  notions  of  policy.  But  while  his  ob- 
ject was  to  assist  Spain,  to  afford  to  the 
Spanish  people  and  to  Europe  the  means 
of  profiting  by  the  circumstances  which 
appeared  so  promising,  he  was  certainly 
not  so  sanguine  as  many  others  who  con- 
curred with  him  as  to  the  policy  of  grant* 
ing  the  assistance.  Whatever  the  result 
might  be  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  Eng- 
land to  make  an  attempt  in  favour  of 
Spain.  The  real  question  therefore  was# 
whether  the  exertions  of  Britain   werf 
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9paio;  Uia  raising  pf  (h«  tiege  of  Cadi^j, 
a^d  the  occupatioQ  of  Madrid  by  oqr 
troopi.  Bui  did  it  lecoro  those  fidv«ii- 
togu?  Did  they  regaainpermanenl^  W»» 
lord  Wellington  i^ble  to  pursue  Marmonl? 
No.  He  was  not  able  te  do  that,  wj^icli  so 
fbviously  he  oiigbt  to  have  d^ne,  because 
Joseph's  army,  reinforeed  by  the  corpi 
ffom  Suchet,  ivaa  banging  on  bis  flanic, 
and  afvenvards  on  bis  rear.  It  was  neces- 
i|iy  io  disperse  that  army.  He  did  so, 
%od  entered  Madrid.  Coold  be  (ben 
marrh  southward  to  pursue  the  career  of 
bin  oonqueau  ?  No.  He  found  that  the 
corps  which  be  bad  so  lately  defeated*  the 
army  over  whioh  be  had  so  recently  tri- 
unpbedi  wee  strong  again,  and  he  waa 
cempelled  to  direct  bis  course  to  the  norib 
«nee  more,  to  meet  tbeo.  Then  followed 
Ibe  siege  of  Burgos,  and  all  he  should  eay 
vpon  that  subject  wea,  that  so  far  from 
considering  as  a  disap|K>intment  the  faikire 
ef  lord  Wellington  in  bis  attempt  io  re« 
dijoe  that  fortress — it  was  madness  io  aup* 
peee  tbet  a  fortrem  of  such  e  description 
could  be  reduced  by  ^  few  guns.  He 
could  not  conoeire,  indeed,  bow  any  eel* 
eolations  foonded  upon  success  could  be 
enterteinod,  when  lord  Wellington's  means 
^ere  confessedly  inadequate  according  to 
nil  the  established  rules  of  war. 

Again,  when  it  was  understood,  so  far 
back  as  the  month  of  June  last,  thai  lord 
WeJIington  was  advancing  into  Spain,  was 
ik  possible  not  to  see  that  France,  being 
engaged  in  a  war  with  Kussia,  must  neces- 
aerily  detach  a  great  part  of  her  force  to 
ifaet  quarter  of  Europe,  and  that  then  was 
Ibe  moment,  not  only  in  reference  to  that 
event,  but  also  to  the  temper  of  the  Spa- 
nish nation,  to  send  out  sufficient  rein* 
lorcements  to  enable  lord  Wellington  to 
proceed  upon  a  large  gnd  effective  scale 
^f  operations }  Without  such  reinforce- 
menu  it  was  manifestly  imprudent  to  ad- 
irance  into  Spain.  He  (marquis  Wellesley) 
at  that  period  holding  the  seals  of  office, 
bad  repeatedly  urged  in  hia  dispatchee 
Ihet  it  would  be  highly  dangerovs  to  ad- 
vance into  Spain  withoui  such  a  command- 
ing force,  and  such  co-operation  as  would 
nbnost  secure  success;  under  any  «>tber 
circumstances  it  waa  not  only  disadvanta- 
geous to  the  cause,  but  it  waa  perilous  to 
Ibe  parties.  Now,  how  was  lord  Welling- 
ton reinforced  ?  On  the  2  let  of  October 
ke  ibought  it  necesaary  to  retire  from 
Boigoe :  on  the  25tb  be  saw  the  French 
mrmy,and  we  knew  from  hia  dispaicbes 
ibii  Ibqr  litre  greatly  anpamr  to  Uiaini 


force,  especially  in  cavalry,  the  most 
dreadful  pf  all  speciea  of  superiority  in 
(hat  country.  Qe  (marquis  Wellesley) 
b^d  a  right  therefore  to  assume,  that  on 
the  25th  of  October,  that  army  which 
lord  Wellington  had  conquered  on  tlie 
plains  of  Salamanca,  that  army  which 
he  had  driven  before  him  on  that  memor<* 
able  day,  with  a  grandeur  of  military 
achievement  which  the  language  of  history 
or  poetry  could  never  equal,  which  ima* 
gHiation  herself  could  not  decorate  with  a 
splendor  beyond  the  colouring  of  truth, 
and  which  ranked  him  among  the  most 
renowned  generals  of  tbia  orapy  other 
age,  be  had  ft  right  to  infer  that  that  army 
bad  received  strong  and  efficient  reinforce- 
ments since  the  battle  of  Salamancvs.  Now, 
where  was  lord  Wellington's  reiaforce- 
menu  during  the  same  period  ?  Scattered 
every  where :  some  in  port  at  home,  some 
on  the  ocean,  and  some  landed  at  too 
great «  distance  to  be  of  any  use.  Fifteea 
hundred  men  reached  him*  on  the  U\h^ 
four  days  after  be  had  begun  his  retreat 
Where  were  the  others?  One  regiment 
advanced  as  far  as  BeneventOj  and  were 
forced  to  cetneat  again  to  the  fro^tier^ 
Two  regiments  were  landed  at  (^runna, 
and  were  re-embarked  for  (^isbon,  where 
they  arrived  just  in  time,  prob^ly,  to 
reacl)  lord  Wellington  at  tl^e  commence* 
meni  of  the  neitt  campaigUi  certainly  not 
much  sooner. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula—such  the  manner  in  which  it 
bad  been  conducted— and  he  would  ask 
their  lordships  whether,  if  the  same  exer- 
tions bad  been  used  by  the  ministers  in 
this  country  as  were  employed  by  the 
enemy,  might  not  lord  Wellington  have 
been  able  to  pr^ecute  to  their  full  extent 
his  operations  against  Burgos  ?  He  would 
now,  however,  call  their  attention  for  a 
few  moments  to  the  Sicilian  expedition, 
as  it  had  been  denominated.  He  bad 
stated  that  the  plan  of  that  expedition  had 
been  concerted  with  lord  Wellington 
when  he  was  before  Badajox.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  improved  fortune  of  our 
affairs  in  Italy,  it  was  thought  that  a  part 
of  our  force  might  be  spared  to  co-operate 
with  our  armies  in  Spain:  and,  if  it  had 
arrived  at  the  proper  season  on  the  south- 
east coast  of  that  countrv,  at  the  time 
when  lord  Wellington  fully  expected  it, 
Suchel  would  have  been  utterly  unable  Io 
detach  a  corps  to  reinforce  Joseph's  army : 
Joseph  must  rather  have  hasuned  to  aa- 
siit  Sufibau    Sficb  a  timely  arrival  woald 


iff]  m  dpmk^  tke  SMuir. 

hare  been  a  real  lerrice :  b«i  like  nil  the 
rest  of  th«  syBtem,  if  was  tatperfect  ex* 
actly  at  that  moment  when  it  was  most  re* 
quired  to  be  perfect ;  something  was  done, 
but  not  all ;  and  what  was  done  was  of  no 
use.  The  first  dinsion  arrired  ni  the 
course  of  June,  but  it  was  -so  small  that  it 
cooM  effect  nothing.  Suchet^  meanwhile, 
wrote  to  Joseph  that  he  could  not  proceed 
with  his  whole  corps,  bet  that  he  sent  hfm 
a  reinforcement,  and  which  retnibrcemeBt, 
it  afterwards  prored,  had  the  efiect  of 
eirbyerting  every  great  object  of  the  cam- 
fnrtgn.  Sochet  had  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  the  Stciltan  ezpedtticn  in  the  force 
to  which  it  at  that  period  amoonted.  Some 
time  afterwards,  however— about  the  end 
of  JuIy«*arriTed  the  remainder.  They 
appeared  on  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  and  he 
was  very  much  afraid,  though  he  was  far 
from  intending  to  impute  blame  to  any 
of  the  commanders  concerned  in  that  ex- 
pedition, that  all  they  did  was  to  excite 
the  Catalonians  to  a  demonstration  of  at- 
tachment to  the  British  and  Spanish  cause, 
which  led,in^the  result,  to  dreadful  execii- 
tions  among  them.  It  bad  kft  also,  on 
the  minds  of  the  Catalonians,  sentiments 
of  suspicion,  aKenation,  and  hatred,  which 
it  would  be  difficult,  he  apprehended,  to 
eradicate.  It  was  thought  adyisable,  that 
this  expedition  should  operate  either  at 
Barcelona  or  Tarragona,  or  some  part  in* 
termediate :  but  at  hist  they  arrived  where 
no  human  being  could  brave  anticipated 
tlieir  presence,  and  then  became  utterly 
extinct  as  to  any  efficient  purpose  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  He  had  been  fold 
there  were  various  ways  of  accounting  for 
tbrs  indecision  :  at  onetime  it  was  thought 
this  place  would  be  the  best  at  which  to 
disembark;  and  then  another,  till  at  last 
the  very  worst  place  of  all  was  adopted. 
He  had  often  heard  that  it  was  the  great- 
est trial  of  a  powerful  mind,  to  decide 
btftween  two  conflicting  difficulties:  hft 
was  sure  it  was  the  test  of  a  weak'  mind,  to 
be  placed  between  tvro  advantages,  and 
not  know  which  to  choose.  ITie  feature 
of  the  present  case,  however,  was,  that 
bbfh  the  advantages  were  lost,  and  only 
this  disadvantage  gained,  that  a  warlike 
and  lofty  province  of  Spain  had  been,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible  such  true  Spsnish 
patriots  couM  be,  alienated  fK>m  the  Spa- 
nish caose  by  the  vacillation  and  indeci- 
sion of  their  allies.  And  what  had  been 
the  ultimate  resuh  of  all  those  proceed - 
fhgr  f  They  had  been  told  in  the  Sp^ch, 
indeed,  that  the  resuh  was  nothing  more 
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than  the  consequence  ^  the  cooMntf  aile«r 
of  the  French  armies,  as  if  k>rd  Welling* 
lon'a  retreat  was  merely  a  military  »««• 
nmuvre :  and  then  followed  the  nmn^ 
stroos  propositieoi  that  it  was  fttvoarahki 
to  the  interests  and  resources  of  thw  8pa« 
nish  nation.  He  hoped  so«>e  explanattoit 
wooM  be  given  of  that  assertion ;  for  it 
was  most  injurious  both  to  this  country 
and  to.  Spain.  Before  he  coald  sabscrihcr 
to  it  he  must  learn  fo  thtiik  in  direct  coi»* 
tradiction  to  every  sentiment' he  had  ever 
felt,  and  to  every  principle  he  had  ever 
known,  either  from  reading  er  esrperl* 
ence.  Had  the  south  of  Spain  been  deli* 
vered  ?  Did  the  minister  mean  to  say  that, 
IP  point  of  fact,  the  south  of  Spattt  was  not 
now  under  the  dominion  of  France  ?  Ha 
was  perfisctly  satisfied  that  his  nobl« 
friend,  than  whom  lie  knew  Ao  man  more 
sincerely  honest,  had  never  seen  a  Spantsfa 
army,  as  it  had  been  his  (the  marquises) 
misfortune  to  do.  If  he  had,  he  would 
have  known  that  the  army  of  Ballasteroe 
was  utterly  incapable  of  making  any 
stand  against  two  such  armies  as  those  of 
Soult  and  Sochet;  and  that  Ballasteres» 
instead  of  resigning  his  command,  wouM 
have  found  the  materials  of  it  vanished  rn 
an  instant,  when  opposed  to  the  troops  of 
the  two  French  generals  already  men« 
tioned. 

In  moving  fVom  Borgos>  lord  WelKng^* 
ton  found  himself  pursued  try  a  force  much 
superior  to  that  under  his  command,  and 
without  meaning  to  make  any  desponding 
statements,  he  would  ask,  this  being  tho 
end  of  the  campaign,  what  real  proffresi 
had  been  made  towards  the  great  object 
of  the  contest?  With  regard  to  what  watf 
to  be  the  object  of  the  war  in  Spain,  three 
schemes  had  been  successively  devised; 
two  were  only  talked  of,  and  the  third 
was  practised*  The  first  was  grounded  on 
an  iaea  that  rt  would  be  imprudent  to  em^ 
bark  as  a  principal  in  the  contest,  unlets 
some  other  power,  by  its  co-operation,  di« 
verted  the  forces  of  r ranee  from  berag  all 
concentrated  towards  that  one  point,  th« 
subjugation  of  Spain.  From  that  policy  he 
had  always  differed  upon  principle-^^boc 
this  fact  was  at  least  deductble  (torn  it, 
that  our  resources  were  considered  bf 
those  who  maintained  the  opinion  to  btt 
rnsuffieient  to  carry  on  the  war  as  prin« 
cipals  upon  an  ad^uate  scale,  and  that 
we  must  therefore  await  a  more  favourable 
opportunity.'  His  view  of  it  had  been, 
that  we  should  engage  as  principttto^  said 
(hat  in  order  to  anoma  chance  of  dWer.^ 


»J 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 


fhe 


Rtgau^s  l^eech 


CSS 


tioa  in  odier  parts  of  £arope»  it  was  neees* 
sary  to  urge  the  Spanish  war  with  our  ut- 
most  Tigoar  and  with  the  greatest  efiect. 
The  second  plan  was,  that  it  would  be 
prudent  and  highly  expedient  to  make 
exertions  opoa  a  large  scale,  adequate 
to  the  destructipn  of  the  French  power  in 
Spain.  Both  tliese  plans  were  different  in 
iheir  principlas,  ana  yet  both  were  con- 
sistent upon  tbeir  own  principles.  If  our 
resources  were  really  inadequate,  then  the 
first  plan  was  very  just  and  proper :  but  if, 
as  he  held,  they  were  adequate  to  extensive 
operations,  then  the  second  plan  was  ob* 
Tiously  the  fittest  to  adopt.  But  the  plan 
of  all  others,  which  all  mankind  roust  re- 
probate and  reject,  was-  that  plan  of  em- 
ploying the  resources,  of  exposing  th^ 
sinews  of  our  strength,  to  hourly  danger ; 
bearing  hard  upon  our  finances,  yet  ac- 
complishing neither  object,  but  falling 
dead,  as  it  were,  between  both.  Such  a 
plan  as  this  every  one  must  ooncur  in  con- 
demning. It  was  essentially  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  economy;  it  was  expence 
without  fruit;  and  yet  that  was  the  system 
which  had  bieen  pursued  during  the  last 
and  during  the  preceding  campaign.  A 
vast  expence  of  blood  and  treasure  had 
been  lavished,  and  our  resources  enfeebled^ 
Without  accomplishing  any  one  definite  or 

Erecise  object.  When  it  was  to  end  he 
new  not ;  but  it  would  be  invidious  to 
call  upon  him  or  any  one,  to  say  how 
closely  calamity  might  tread  upon  the 
footsteps  of  error.  Whan  France  was  me- 
ditating fresh  wars  in  the  north  of  Europe, 
and  when  we  saw  Russia  prepared  to  re- 
sist her  ambitious  designs  >to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, what  more  vigorous  or  effectual 
assistance  could  we  have  given  to  Russia 
than  by  prosecuting  the  war  in  Spain  ? 
The  best  succour  we  could  give  to  that 
country,  the  most  essential  aid  that  we 
could  bestow,  was  by  carrying  on  the  war 
in  the  peninsula  upon  abroad  and  exten- 
sive scua  of  operations ;  but  it  was  not  so 
carried  on,  and  he  charged  upon  that  sys- 
tem, therefore^  in  the  first  instance  a  de- 
fection from  the  cause  of  Russia.  He 
did  not,  indeed,  mean  to  dupute  that  the 
events  of  the  last  campaign  had  not  been 
beneficial  to  Spain,  but  his  objection  was 
that  those  benefits  were  imperfectly  se- 
cured, and  that  they  could  not  be  expected 
to  be  permanent.  On  all  these  grounds 
considering  ministers  as  culpable  in  with- 
holding needful  supplies,  before  he  could 
agree  to  that  part  of  the  Speech  which 
spoke  of  the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  na- 


tion, he  must  be  informed  where  the  bene- 
fits arising  out  of  these  exertions  were  to 
be  found. 

The  noble  marquis,  next,  dismissing  the 
topic  of  the  peninsular  war,  adverted  to 
the  hopes  held  out  of  a  diversion  from 
Sweden,  in  favour  of  the  operations  of 
Rusna.    He  could  not  conceive  any  tfaiog^ 
more  erroneous  in  policy  or  in  co*opera* 
tion  than  the  iine  of  conduct  pursued  with 
regard  to  this  power.    As  it  appeared  to 
his  mind,  a  more  extraordinary  act  of  di* 
plomacy  had  never  occurred   than  the 
Treaty  which  our  ministers  had  concluded 
with  the  government  of  Sweden.    It  was 
a  treaty  which  promised  every  advantage 
to  Sweden  without  guaranteeing  any  to 
England.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  in  which* 
as  it  had  been  once  whimsically  observed 
upon  a  similar  contract,  the  reciprocity 
was  all  on  one  side ;  for  we  had  engaged 
to  affi)rd  Sweden  all  the  assistance  in  oar 
power,  in  her  operations  against  the  ene« 
my,  or  for  her  own  protection,  while  no- 
thing appeared  likely  to  be  done  for  us  or 
for  our  allies  on  her  part.    An  expedition 
was,  indeed,  projected  and  expected  to  sail 
from  Sweden,  with  a  view  to  co-operate 
with  Russia;  but  that  object  was  soon 
abandoned  ;  no  expedition  ever  did  sail ; 
and  in  consequence  of  that  abandonment 
l^eneral  Victor,  who,  with  his  force,  waited 
in  Swedish  Pomerania,  tameet  the  appre* 
bended   diversion,  was  enabled  to  with- 
draw, and  his  division  actually  formed  a 
part  of  the  army  with  which  Buonaparte 
made  his  way  to  Moscow.    Such  was  the 
important  enect  of  the  inactivity  of  Swe* 
den,  and  for  that  inactivity,  so  injurious  to 
the  objects  of  the  war,  it  was  for  ministers, 
in  their  diplomatic  management  with  Swe* 
den,  to  account.     This  account,  indeed, 
they  were  bound,  for  their  own  justifica- 
tion, to  produce.  At  a  meeting  which  had 
taken  place  at  Abo  about  the  end  of  July, 
between   the  emperor    Alexander,   lord 
Cathcart,  and  the  crown  prince  of  Swe- 
den, it  was  understood  to  have  been  ar- 
ranged, that  the  expedition  already  al- 
luded to,  was  to   have  been  dispatched 
from  Sweden ;  and  so  cordially  it  seemed 
did  ministers  enter  into  the  project — so 
promptly  did  they  determine  to  forward 
its  progress,  with  a  view  to  impede  the 
army  of  France,  that  transports  for  the 
conveyance  of  the    Swedish  expedition 
were  ordered  to  sail  from  Sheerness  on 
the  19th  of  September,  and  Buonaparte 
entered  Moscow  on  the  Hth  of  the  same 
month!    So  fared  this  grand  and  much 
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talked  of  expeditioo.  What  sort  of  ex- 
planation ministers  had  it  in  their  power 
to  gife  upon  this  subject,  he  coald  not 
pretend  to  conjecture;  but  it  appeared 
most  extraordinary,  that  afler  the  meeting 
and  discussion  he  had  just  mentioned^  mi- 
nisters should  not  have  been  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  real  disposition  of  the  crown 
prince  of  Sweden,  or  that  they  should  not 
nave  taken  measures  to  ascertain  whether 
any  change  had  taken  place  in  that  dispo* 
aition  before  the  useless  dispatch  of  the 
transports. — With  respect  to  Russia,  while 
he  was  fully  disposed  to  concur  in  the  pa- 
negyric pronounced  upon  the  magnani- 
mity displayed  by  that  power,  he'  would 
ask,  what  assistance  had  our  ministers  af- 
forded to  encourage  the  display  or  to  aid 
the  operation  of  that  magnanimity  ?  This 
be  was  at  a  loss  to  know,  except  the  send* 
ing  the  Russians  about  50,000  arms,  with 
lords  Cathcart  and  W'alpole,  who  were  no 
doubt  important  instruments  to  aid  a  great 
empire  in  extricating  itself  from  its  diffi- 
culties and  repelling  a  formidable  foe, 
were  to  be  viewed  in  this  light. 

Upon  the  subject  of  America  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words ;  and  first 
be  had  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  a 
more  unjust  attack  was  never  made  upon 
the  peace  of  any  nation  than  that  of  the 
American  government  upon  this  country, 
nor  could  any  cause  be  imagined  more 
completely  just  than  that  which  this  coun- 
try bad  to  oppose  to  America.  But  he 
must  confess  that  he  heard  with  surprise 
the  passage  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
which  sanctioned  the  opinion  that  minis- 
ters still  hoped  for  pacification  with  Ame- 
rica in  consequence  of  something  done 
previous  to  their  declaration  of  war ;  he 
meant  with  surprise,  in  consequence  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  hope  was 
understood  to  rest.  Nothing  appeared 
more  preposterous  than  the  calculation  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  would 
■erve  to  pacify  America;  for  these  orders 
were  never  in  fact  the  point  at  isi^ue.  Of 
the  conduct  of  this  government  through- 
out its  discussions  with  that  of  America, 
be  was  pretty  accurately  informed,  and  he 
was  folly  prepared  to  defend  it,  especially 
that  part  of  the  discussion  in  which  he 
was  personally  concerned.  But  he  would 
maintain,  as  he  had  uniformly  stated,  that 
the  dispute  with  America  did  not  originate 
or  rest  upon  the  Orders  in  Council,  but 
referred  to  higher  questions,  to  topics 
deeply  affecting  our  great  maritime  rights, 
to  points,  indeed,  of  such  importancej^that 
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according  to  his  fullest  conviction,  the 
British  government  could  not  concede  to 
the  pretensions  of  America  without  throw- 
ing into  her  hands  the  trident  of  the  main. 
It  would  not  avail  ministers  to  repeat  the 
aiisertions  of  those  who  expressed  such 
sanguine  opinions  as  to  the  probable  result 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  for 
these  assertions  furnished  no  answer  to 
his  view  of  the  subject  They  might  in*, 
deed  be  adduced  in  reference  to  some  no* 
ble  lords  near  him,  from  whom  ministers 
borrowed  this  measure  of  repeal.  Yes, 
they  abandoned  their  own  opinion  upon 
that  question,  and  adopted  that  of  their 
adversaries,  which  no  doubt  furnished  a 
strong  proof  of  their  vigour,  firmness,  and 
perseverance.  But  even  with  reference 
to  those  adversaries,  ministers  could  not 
now  rest  upon  formerly  expressed  opi- 
nions or  predictions  as  to  the  consequence 
to  be  expected  from  a  repeal  of  the  Or* 
ders  in  Council ;  because,  although  they 
agreed  to  the  measure  upon  the  advice  of 
their  adversaries,  they  acted  upon  it  in  an 
opposite  spirit.  They  were  dilatory,  and 
apparently  reluctant  in  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  of  repeal,  and  they  oughl^ 
op^  various  grounds,  to  have  seen  its  ut- 
ter icefficiency  to  pacify  America.  They 
ought,  in  fact,  to  have  expected  and  been 
full.y  prepared  for  war  with  America; 
they  ought,  as  statesmen,  to  have  known 
that  the  American  government  had  been 
long  infected  with  a  deadly  hatred  to- 
wards this  country,  and  (if  he  might  be 
allowed  an  unusual  application  of  a  word) 
with  a  deadly  afiection  towards  France. 
It  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  governments 
were  not  as  likely  as  individuals  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  passion—that  they  were  not 
more  apt  to  act  from  the  impulse  of  their 
own  vices  or  corruptions  than  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  interest  of  those  over 
whom  they  presided.  Therefore  no  states- 
man should  or  would  conclude,  that  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the 
American  people  to  engage  in  war  with 
this  country,  the  American  government 
would  shrink  from  such  a  measure.  ^  In- 
deed, in  this  instance  no  such  conclusion 
could  be  deemed  in  the  slightest  degree 
excusable,  for  the  disposition  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  was  quite  evident,  and 
therefore  common  policy  should  have 
urged  ministers  to  prepare  fully  for  the 
event,  and  they  should  have  made  ade- 
quate exertion  either  to  pacify,  to  intimi- 
date, or  to  punish  America.  No  means 
shoold  have  been  unprovided  etlectually 
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to  repel  the  audacious  attack  which  the 
American  government  had  ventured  to 
make  upon  us.  Nothing  of  this  kind, 
however,  had  been  done,  and  America  bad 
been  suffered  to  commence,  and,  for  a 
ti/ne,  to  carry  on  hostilities,  even  un- 
threatened  with  danger  to  herself.  That 
attack  would  yet,  he  trusted,  be  completely 
avenged;  (hat  the  most  extensive  ex- 
ertions would  be  made  to  convince  the 
American  government  of  its  folly  and 
desperation,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
best  hope  of  peace  with  that  government 
would  rest  upon  the  manly  and  vigorous 
employment  of  our  resources  to  make  it 
feel  sensibly  the  consequences  of  war. 

The  only  remaining  topic  in  the  Speech 
to  which  he  had  to  refer,  was  that  with 
respect  to  India,  in  which  he  felt  a  pecu- 
liar interest  And  here  he  would  repeat 
the  wish  which  he  to<^  occasion  to  ex- 
press last  session,  that  the  aflairs  of  our 
Indian  empire  should  be  fully  investigated 
by  their  lordships  before  any  system  for 
Its  future  government  was  finally  deter- 
mined upon.  He  meant  that  the  whole 
question  should  be  brought  before  their 
lordships,  not  in  the  shape  of  a  bill  for 
legislation,  as  it  was  proposed  las^  session, 
bat  in  a  distinct  and  separate  form  for  de- 
liberate inquiry,  in  order  that  it  miffht  be 
examined  in  all  its  details.  He  was  liappy 
to  learn  that  his  noble  friend  at  the  head 
of  the  Board  of  Controul,  was  diligently 
employed  in  considering  this  subject,  and 
he  trusted  that  (he  result  of  his  intelligent 
deliberation  would  be  the  suggestion  of  a 
course  of  measures,  creditable  to  himself, 
honourable  to  this  nation,  advantageous 
to  the  interests  of  the  whole  empire,  but 
above  all,  calculated  to  promote  the  inte- 
rest and  happiness  of  the  great  mass  of 
population  subject  to, our  dominion  in  In- 
dia. He  again  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  concerns  of  .India  would  be  fully  dis- 
cussed before  an  attempt  was  made  to 
pass  any  law  upon  the  subject. 

Having  thus  observed  at  considerable 
length  upon  all  the  topics  embraced  in 
the  Speech,  he  would  now  proceed  very 
briefly  to  mention  an  omission  of  great 
importance  to  the  country,  and  which  he 
regretted  exceedingly;  be  meant,  the 
Catholic  Question.  Before  he  concluded, 
he  felt  particularly  called  upon  to  advert 
to  this  omission,  which  he  could  not  help 
noticing  with  surprize  and  sorrow.  He 
^as  certainly  surprised  and  sorry  to  per- 
ceive, that  after  all  that  had  passed  upon 
this  subject— after  all  thai  bad  occurred 
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in  discussion,  and  been  excited  in  hope, 
no  disposition  whatever  was  expressed  to 
conciliate  the  Catholics,  or  to  adjust  their 
claims.     It  was  in  the  recollection  of  their 
lordships  what  had   taken  place   at   the 
close  of  the  last  session,  both  in  that  and 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.     That  in 
the  latter,  indeed,  a  distinct  pledge  had 
been  entered  into,  fully  to  consider  the 
Catholic  Question,  with  a  view  to  an  ul- 
timate and  satisfactory  arrangement.  Was 
it  now  resolved  to  relinquish  this  pitfdge, 
to  set  aside  all  that  had  been  done?  There 
were  too  many  m'ounds  of  suspicion  upon 
this  subject.     Recollecting  the  expression 
of  the  noble  earl  opposite,  and  now  at 
the  head  of  his  Majesty's  government, 
(Liverpool),  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, that  he  would  oppose  no  barrier  to 
the  fair  discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
he  could  not'  doubt  his  candour,  but  yet 
he  had  heard  of  several  proceedings,  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Ireland,  where,  to 
use  an  old  phrase  of  lord  Camden,  the 
hand    and  fingers  of  ^government    were 
"  very  visible.     Indeed,  so  anxious  was 
government  considered  in  its  hostility  to 
the  cause  of  the  Catholics,  that  one  cause 
of  the  dissolution  of  parliament  was  said 
to  be  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  pledge  of 
the  other  House  upon  the  subject ;  and  if 
the  rumours    afloat  were  founded,  that 
statement  would  appear  not  improbable. 
For  according  to  this  rumour  it  was  the 
intention  of  minist^s,  after  the  Houses 
had  sat  for  a  few  days,  to  adjust  some 
matters  immediately  necessary  to  their 
own  objects,  to  propose  an  adjournment 
for  two  months.     If  so,  the  practical  eflect 
of  such  an  adjournment  would  be  to  evade 
the  pledge  for  taking  the  Catholic  Ques- 
tion into  early  consideration,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  omission  in  the  Speech, 
was  a  bad  omen  for  the  Catholics.     He 
did  not  mean  at  present  to  discuss  the  pro- 
posed conduct  of  ministers,  or  to  cast  any 
blame  upon  them,  but  merely  to  ask,  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  know  precisely  their 
intention,  what  was  the  titate  of  the  ques- 
tion, namely,  whether  all  that  had  passed 
was  to  be  regarded  as  gone  et  nil,  and  that 
the  question  was  to  be  returned  to  again 
as  a  rr J  intef^er  ?— There  were  some  words, 
he  observed,   at  the   conclusion    of  the 
Speech  not,  he  presumed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  in  praise  of  the  constitution.     In- 
deed there  was  a  report  that  ministers  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  propose  an  exten- 
sion of  the  duration  of  parliament  upon 
the  demfw  of  the  crown ;  but  this  praise 
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of  the  constitution,  combined  with  the 
opinion  he  entertained  of  the  principles  of 
his  noble  friend  at  the  bead  of  the  admi- 
nistration, destroyed  all  belief  in  the  rn- 
mour.  He  could  not  suppose  it  possible 
that  his  noble  friend  would  for  one  mo- 
ment entertain  an  opinion  so  fraught  with 
alarm,  and  so  incapable  of  excuse  upon 
any  pretence  of  utility  or  convenience. 
No,  he  was  sore  his  noble  friend  had  too 
much  reverence  for  the  ancient  mo- 
narchical parliamentary  constitution  of  the 
country^  to  meditate  such  an  innovation  as 
might  lead  to  the  most  perilous  conse- 
quences—to consequences,  indeed,  which, 
irom  the  recently  disturbed. state  of  the 
public  mind,  he  could  not,  he  must  con- 
fess, contemplate  without  dismay. —But  to 
return  to  the  panegyric  which  me  Speech 
contained  upon  the  constitution,  they 
might  hope  that  it  did  not  imply  any  hos- 
tile reference  to  the  Catholic  cause.— The 
Doble  marquis  finally  recapitulated  the  se- 
▼eral  heads  of  his  argument  with  regard 
to  the  war  in  Spain,  the  Swedish  diversion, 
the  co-operation  with  Russia,  the  rupture 
with  America,  the  calm  and  deliberate 
discussion  necessary  previous  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  East  India  question,  and  the 
adjustment  ef  the  Catholic  clainu,  and 
concluded  with  expressing  his  opinion, 
that  increased  exertion  must  be  made  to 
strengthen  our  army  in  the  peninsula,  or 
it  would  be  cruel  towards  ourselves,  and 
our  allies  to  continue  the  contest*-to  per- 
severe in  an  useless  effusion,  of  blood  and 
expenditure  of  money.  For  without  ad- 
ditional strength,  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  object  of  the  war  could  not  be  atuin- 
ed,  and  that  the  continuance  of  the 
struggle,  instead  of  being  advantageous  to 
this  country,  to  Spain,  or  to  the  continent, 
would  have  a  directly  different  operation. 
Having  expressed  these  opinions,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  propose  any  amendment ; 
but  he  trusted  that  such  attention  would 
be  paid  to  the  suggestions  he  had  thrown 
out  as  their  validity  might  demand  from 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  whose  system  if 
longer  pursued  it  would  be  impossible  to 
endure. 

The  Earl  of  Idverpool  rose  in  r^ply  to 
the  statements  and  reasoning  or  the 
noble  marquis,  from  whom  he  differed 
in  some  as  he  agreed  with  him  in  other 
of  the  opinions  be  had  just  expressed. 
In  none  did  he  more  cordially  concur 
than  in  that  which  went  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  countrvt  which  ought  to  be 
fairly,  plainly,  anci  dearly  before  parlia- 


ment. He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters, who  were  ready  to  submit  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings  and  policy  to 
the  strictest  scrutiny,  whether  referring  to 
the  civil  or  military  government  of  the 
country — whether  referring  to  disaster  or 
to  triumph— whether  furnishing  niatter 
for  congratulation,  or  events  to  de- 
plore. With  respect^  to  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  he  had  read  enough  of  the  history  of 
wars  to  enable  him  to  pronounce,  that 
those  who  therein  looked  /or  unmixed  suc- 
cess and  exemption  from  every  species 
of  reverse  or  exemption  from  misfortune, 
built,  indeed,  upon  an  unstable  foundation, 
and  rested  on  hopes  which  must  turn  out 
to  be  chimerical.  But  he  trusted  that 
where  misfortune  occurred,  the  mind  of  par- 
liament and  the  public  was  too  considerate 
and  just,  not  to  distinguish  between  that 
which  was  attributable  to  the  contingen- 
cies of  war  and  which  resulted  from  in- 
evitable circumstances,  and  that  for  which 
minbtersor  their  agents  might  be  deemed 
fairly  responsible.  The  war  in  the  penin- 
sula,— he  repeated  the  opinion  which  he 
expressed  at  the  outset— the  wmr  in  Spain 
he  regarded  as  a  new  era  in  the  history  of 
modern  wars,  because  in  that  case  the  peo- 
ple were  most  active  in  repelling  their  in- 
vaders. Unlike  the  people  of  Germany 
and  Italy,  who  were  passive  spectators  of 
the  conflict  produced  by  French  invasion, 
the  Spaniards  wert  most  forward  to  contend 
for  the  independence  and  old  establish- 
menu  of  their  country,  therefore  their 
cause  held  out  an  encouraging  prospect 
and  a  good  example,  which  the  people  of 
Russia  were  now  so  nobly  emulating.  It 
was  this  exhibition  of  a  hieh  national 
spirit  which  originally  induced  him  to  be- 
come an  advocate  for  those  measures  of 
assistance  which  the  Spaniards  had  re* 
ceived  from  this  country.  Indeed  if  this 
country  had  not  afif>rded  that  aid,  it  would, 
in  his  judgment,  have  betrayed  an  indif- 
ference, not  only  to  every  high  sentiment 
of  liberty,  but  every,  even  the  most  com- 
mon notions  of  policy.  But  while  his  ob- 
ject was  to  assist  Spain,  to  afford  to  the 
Spanish  people  and  to  Europe  the  means 
of  profiting  by  the  circumstances  which 
appeared  so  promising,  he  was  certainly 
not  so  sanguine  as  many  others  who  con- 
curred with  him  as  to  the  policy  ol  grant* 
ine  the  assistance.  Whatever  thfc  result 
might  be  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  Eng- 
land to  make  an  attempt  in  favour  of 
Spain.  The  real  question  therefore  was, 
whether  the  exertions  of  Britain   wer^ 
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commensurate  with  her  means  and  re- 
sourcesy  as  well  as  with  the  importance  of 
the  object  the  attainment  of  which  was  in 
Ticw.  This  was  the  true  question.  With 
regard  then  to  the  quantum  or  amount  in 
the  aid  to  be  afforded,  and  also  whether 
the  aid  were  equal  to  the  end,  he  could 
say,  as  to  the  first,  that  the  utmost  had 
been  done  for  Spain  whichi  consistently 
with  a  due  attention  to  other  objects,  it 
was  possible  for  gorernment  to  accom- 
plish. It  was  for  those  who  maintained 
the  contrary  to  shew  how  and  where  more 
might  have  been  done,  and  he  was  asto- 
nished at  the  different  manner  in  which 
the  noble  marquis  had  treated  the  subject. 
He  had  examined  it  with  the  eye  of  a 
statesman ;  for  the  exertions  of  a  country 
mast  depend  on  the  means  which  that 
country  possessed.  It  might  be  said  that 
in  all  contests  great  exertions  had  been 
made  ;  but  instead  of  this  general  asser- 
tion, he  wished  the  noble  marquis  had 
shewn  or  would  shew  him  how  in  tlie  pre* 
sent  instance  greater  efforts  could  have  been 
made  than  had  actually  been  made  by  the 
British  government.  As  to  the  equality 
of  our  means  to  the  end  in  view,  our  gal- 
lant commander  in  the  peninsula  had 
never  been  deceived  by  government  with 
respect  to  the  means  in  its  power  to  afford, 
nor  had  any  aid  that  officer  required  ever 
been  refused.  ^  k  would,  indeed,  have  been 
an  injustice  to  him,  to  our  ally  and  to  the 
country,  to  have  deceived  him  oti  such 
points.  Then  considering  the  subject  in 
all  iti  bearings,  how  could  any  blame  be 
imputable  to  ministers?  He  admitted, 
that  at  the  period  when  the  Prench  army 
were  so  engaged  with  Russia,  the  oppor- 
tunity might  be  more  favourable  for  a  dis- 
tinguished effort  in  the  peninsula ;  but 
considering  the  uncertainty  of  war,  and 
the  responsibility  of  government  for  the 
perpetual  protection  and  safety  of  the 
empire;  he  would  ask,  whether  it  would 
be  consistent  with  its  duty,  for  one  extra- 
ordinary effort,  to  throw  away  the  means 
of  future  exertion ;  that  knowing  the  most 
brilliant  campaign  has  often  no  decisive 
influence  upon  the  fate  of  war,  whether  a 
wise  government  stioold  cast  all  on  one 
die — should  hazard  the  Inain  power,  the 
heart's  blood  of  a'  country,  merely  to 
make  a  flourish-^  risk  perpetual  strength 
for  the  peculiar  triumph  of  one  year  ?  A 
government  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  resources  of  a  great  empire 
were  bound  to  recollect  that  their  cases 
Wttit  not  aomemary  bat  everlasting;  not 
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partial  but  entire ;  and  that  they  had  to 
provide  for  the  future  as  well  as  the  pre- 
sent, and  look  to  the  safety  of  the  whole^ 
not  to  the  display  of  some  brilliant  ex- 
ploit upon  a  part.  The  country  ought  to 
know  what  exertions  had  actually  been 
made,  and  it  would  be  convinced  of  their 
sufficiency.  But  when  the  assertion  was 
made  that  more  ought  to  have  been  done  for 
the  peninsula ;  to  refute  this  argument  he 
would  beg  the  House  to  consider  and  com- 
pare, and,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison^ 
to  look  to  the  proudest  periods  of  oar  his* 
tory— to  the  periods  of  king  William  and 
queen  Anne,  when  the  great  duke  of 
Marlborough  wielded  the  energies  of  the 
nation  with  so  much  glory  and  success. 
Let  all  the  relative  circumstances  be  fairly 
taken  into  view,  (the  increase  of  popular 
tion  being  admitted)  and  he  would  chal- 
lenge the  comparison.  Our  means  had 
augmented  in  a  surprising  ratio;  and 
within  two  or  three  years  the  increased 
strength  of  the  military  force  of  the  coon- 
try  was  prodigious  beyond  conception. 
For  what  was  the  actual  state  of  our  force 
in  that  quarter,  which  the  noble  marquis 
had  saia  was  so  inadequately  supplied  ?  . 
Why,  that  we  had,  on  the  25th  or  Jane 
last,  in  the  peninsula  and  the  Mediterra- 
nean, an  army  of  no  less  than  127,000 
men  in  our  pay  ;  that  was  91,000  British, 
including  foreign  or  German  troops,  with 
36,000  Portuguese.  Such  was  our  force* 
independently  of  Spanish  auxiliaries, 
which  received  from  us  all  the  assistance 
in  our  power,  in  formation,  equipment, 
and  pecuniary  supply.  Nay,  the  British 
army  alone,  under  the  command  of  lord 
Wellington,  at  the  period  alluded  to, 
amounted  to  58,000.  Now,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  their  lordships  whether  the  exer- 
tion which  had  collected  such  an  army 
deserved  to  be  characterised  in  such  terms 
as  the  House  had  heard  frpm  the  noble 
marquis ;  but  more  he  would  ask,  whe- 
ther three  years  ago  any  man  in  England 
could  have  been  so  sanguine  as  to  ima- 
gine 'the  collection  of  such  an  army  prac- 
ticable ?  Yet  such  had  been  the  exertions 
of  that  government,  which  had  also  to 
provide  for  the  protection  of  India,  of  our 
numerous  colonies  in  the  west,  and  for  out 
home-defence.  Then,  as  to  our  supplies 
since  that  period,  which  the  noble  mar- 
quis professed  to  think  that  ministers  had 
left  almost  wholly  unprepared;  the  fact 
was,  that  from  the  2dth  of  December  last 
to  the  present,  no  less  than  20,000  men, 
with  7|000  horses,  had  been  sent  to  that 
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quarter.  As  to  deficiency  of  equipment 
among  our  army,  Buonaparte,  who  did  not 
hesitate  to  take  by  force  the  means  of 
equipping  his  soldiery,  wherever  he  found 
them,  bad  often  felt  such  deficiency,  while 
with  us,  who  paid  liberally  for  all  articles, 
there  was  rarely  any  such  complaints. 
Bat  that  our  soldiers  should  be  quite  se- 
cure from  privations,  that  they  should 
at  all  times  be  completely  equipped,  it 
would  be  too  much  to  expect  in  the  ordi- 
nary vicissitudes  of  war.  Where,  how- 
ever, such  privations  occurred— where 
they  were  reported  by  our  illustrious  com- 
mander, his  requisitions  were  immediately 
attended  to*-indeed  they  were  always 
complied  with.  This  could  and  would, 
no  doubt,  be  confirmed  promptly  by  that 
distinguished  commander  himself,  for  it 
was  a  striking  feature  in  bis  character, 
that  he  was  as  just  to  these  who  served 
him,  as  he  was  bold  to  those  who  opposed 
bim— and  it  was  another  striking  feature 
in  his  character,  that  he  was  never  extra- 
vagant in  hii  expecutions  or  demands— 
indeed  he  was  never'  likely  to  make  such 
demands,  because  ministers  took  care  that 
he  should  be  always  accurately  informed 
as  io  the  means  of  supply.  Thai  some  in- 
convenience might hav^been  felt  from  the 
state  of  the  military  chest,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  deny;  as  the  supply  of  specie  at 
present  must  depend  upon  so  great  a  va- 
riety of  circumstances,  out  of  the  power 
of  any  ministers  to  controol;  upon  the 
means  of  obtaining  money  for  bills  upon 
the  continent,  and  t>ther  causes,  particu- 
larly the  state  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in 
America,  which  naturally  interfered  with 
the  importation  of  bullion.  But  here 
again  no  blame  could  attach  to  govern* 
ment,  for  noihing  practicable  was  left  un- 
done by  them.  There  was,  however,  a 
limit  to  their  means,  as  there  was  a  limit 
to  the  means  of  any  nation ;  by  that  limit 
alone  government  was  confined  in  the 
struggles  to  assist  these  operations  which 
the  noble  marquis  called  upon  them  to 
extend.  But  whether  they  could  so  ex- 
tend them,  he  would  be  ready,  at  any 
time,  to  discuss  with  the  noble  marquis, 
with  whom  the  ontu  would  lie  to  shew 
where  the  resources  for  such  extended 
operation  could  be  found. — As  to  the  Sici- 
lian expedition,  be  had  to  state  that  it  was 
prepared  to  sail  early  in  March,  and  con- 
ducted throughout  in  concert  with  lord 
Wellington,  who  communicated  regularly 
with  the  commander  of  that  force.  The 
appearance  of  this  expedition  off  Cata- 


lonia, was,  he  was  assured,  of  great  utility, 
as  it  prevented  Suchet  from  sending  rein* 
forcements  to  Joseph  Boonapart6,  who  in. 
consequence  evacuated  Madrid,  and  the 
arrival  of  this  expedition  at  Valencia,  in- 
stead of  being  a  mistake,  as  asserted,  was 
the  result  .of  plan  .and  orders.  That  the 
late  campaign  had  eminently  succeeded, 
he  was  also  prepared  to  prove.  For  what 
was  the  plan  of  the  campaign— why,  the 
capture  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoz— 
the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  the 
south  of  Spain,  and  the  raising  of  the  siege 
of  Cadiz,  and  all  these  objects  bad  been 
attained ;  and  would  not  that  man  have 
been  deemed  very  sanguine,  who  at  tho 
outset  would  have  predicted  the  attain* 
ment  of  such  important  objects,  partica- 
larly  the  liberation  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment, by  the  raising  of  the  siese  of 
Cadiz  ?  In  stating  that  the  objects  of  the 
campaign  had  been  accomplished  he 
would  not  deny,  that  many  of  the  hopes 
excited  by  the  victory  of  Salamanca,  had 
been  disappointed.  JSut  that  disappoint- 
ment was  not  attributable  to  any  want  of 
energy  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment ;  nor  was  the  conduct  or  scar- 
city of  artillery  at  Burgos,  so  much  dwelt 
upon  by  the  noble  marquis,  any  im- 
putation upon  government:  for  thefiict 
was,  there  were  three  battering  trains  on 
the  contineht;  and,  besides  these,  one  was 
sent  last  March  to  Lisbon,  to  be  kept 
afloat,  subject  to  the  order  of  lord  Welling- 
ton. According  to  the  opinion,  however, 
of  the  noble  lordhimself,  Burgos  must  have 
been  taken<  if  at  all,  without  delay,  and 
before  any  artillery  could  be  brought  to 
him.  But  the  failure  of  our  gallant  com* 
mander's  calculation,  and  the  consequent 
re-capture  of  Madrid,  was  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  Ballas;gros  to  obey  bis  com- 
mands; which  refusal  facilitated  the 
movements  of  the  French  force,  and  dis- 
concerted lord  Wellington's  plan  of  ope- 
rations.— Upon  the  subject  of  Sweden  he 
could  not,  from  considerations  of  state  de- 
licacy, say  much  in  reply  to  the  noble 
marquis,  but  thus  much  he  could  statet 
that  the  most  perfect  confidence  prevail- 
ed between  the  governments  of  Russia, 
Sweden,  and  this  country,  and  that  nothiqg 
dissatisfactory  had  taken  place  in  toe 
transaction  alluded  to  by  the  noble  mar^ 
quis.  As  to  the  story  about  the  transports, 
he  copld  only  assure  the  House  that  he 
never  heard  of  such  a  matter  before  this 
evening,  and  theafiair  was  altogether  neir 
to  him.— Adverting  to  Americi^  he  begged 
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the  noble  marquis,  before  be  again  affirmed  | 
the  insignificance  of  a  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  in  tbe|estimation  of  the  Ame- 
rican governmen*  to  recollect  the  dis- 
pi\tcbes  of  the  government,  and  his  o»vn 
dispatches  when  in  office  also,  which  he 
seemed  to  forget,  and  which  clearly  de« 
monstrated  that  these  very  Orders  in 
Council  were  the  great  stumbling  block 
in  the  way  of  an  amicable  arrangement 
tween  the  countries.  He  begged  of  him 
to  recollect  that  not  only  the  act  of  the 
government  hut  also  the  acts  of  congress 
expressly  declared  the  repeal  of  the  re- 
taliatory measure,  the  Non -importation 
act,  depended  upon  the  rescinding^of  these 
Orders.  As  soon  as  that  very  measure 
should  be  adopted,  which  the  noble  mar- 
quis now  insists  the  Americans  regarded 
•a  insignificant,  the  American  'govern- 
ment proclaimed  that  their  counter  policy 
sboukf  cease  to  be  enforced.  When,  how- 
ever, the  noble  marquis  asserted  that  we 
Were  unprepared  for  the  American  war,  he 
would  ask  him  to  point  out  where  and  how 
we  were  unprepared  ?  Were  we  unprepar- 
ed in  Canada,  or  was  there  any  neglect  at 
the  Admiralty?  He  was  prepared  to  discuss 
this  qaestion  with  the  noble  marquis ;  and 
upon  this  subject,  as  well  as  with  respect 
to  Spain,  he  would  beg  the  noble  mdrquis 
to  come  to  close  quarters — to  state  facts— 
to  bring  something  specific,  and  abandon 
jthat  style  of  loose  and  general  accusation, 
of  which  the  House  had  heard  so  much  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion. — "  Now,  as 
to  the  concluding  topic  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis *s  speech,  I  have  not/'  said  the  noble 
earl,  "  made  use  of  any  expression  with  re- 
spect to  the  Catholic  question,  to  which  1 
do  not  adhere.  My  opinion  1  have  al- 
ways publicly  proclaimed  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 1  have  resisted,  and  I  will  resist,  the 
proposition  for  entering  into  the  conside- 
iration  of  the  Catholic  claims,  because  I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  any  adjustment  of 
those  claims,  likely  to  satisfy  the  Catho- 
lics. 1  therefore  think  it  more  consistent 
to  oppose  the  proposition  at  once,  than  to 
seek  to  defeat  it  by  what  are  called  guards 
or  securities.  I  meet  the  Catholics  openly 
and  pubtii'ly,  and  will  never  attempt  to 
disappoint  wishes  by  any  little  underhand 
opposition — by  any  schemes  or  subterfuge. 
|i3y  system  of  opposition  1  feel  to  be  more 
fair  and  candid,  and  therefore  I  will  con- 
tinue to  pursue  it.  In  stating  this  to  be 
my  intenlion,  I  declare  merely  my  indivi- 
liual  opinion,  without  meaning  to  sway 
the  judgment  of  any  of  my  friends. 


Lord  Grenvillt  rose  in  reply  tq  the  noble 
earl,  and  declared  he  would  not  shrink 
from  the  opinion  he  had  originally   ex- 
pressed on  the  subject  of  the  war  in  Spain* 
He  complimented  his  noble  friend  (mar- 
quis Wellesley)  on  the  admirable  maoner 
in  which  he  had  developed  his  sentiments 
on  the  general  state  of  affairs,  and  parti- 
cularly on  the  foreign  policy  pursued   by 
the  ministers  of  the  crown*  and  charac- 
terised the  answer,  which  the  noble  earl 
had  made  to  the  speech  of  his  noble  friend, 
as  feeble,  inconclusive  and  foolish.     His 
noble  friend's  views  were  justified    both 
by  the  Speech  from*the  throne,  and  still 
more  fully  by  the  noble  earl's  reply.    His 
lordship  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  be 
did  not  deny,  or  disavow,  some  words  at- 
tributed to  him  by  the  noble  earl.    These 
words  he  had  used  on  former  occasions : 
but,  so  far  was  he  from  believing  them 
wrong,  that  he  thought  he  was,  this  night, 
fully  justified  in  the  use  of  them,  by  what 
had  been  spoken  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.    He  could  not  but  condemn  the 
replies  in  general  terms  resorted  to  by  the 
noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  administra- 
tion, a  species  of  discussion  in  which  he 
was  80  fond  of  dealing  upon  most  occa- 
sions; whilst  the  speech  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis, in  which  he  pointed  out  the  definitive 
object  we  ought  to  have  in  view  in  the 
campaign    in    the    peninsula,    whilst    it 
abounded,  like  every  thing  that  fell  from 
his  noble  friend,  in  statesmanlike  princi- 
ples and  details,  met  with  his  highest  com« 
mendation.     That  one  ultimate  object, 
stated  i)y  his  noble  friend,  deserved,  and 
had  his  approbation.    Whilst  the  noble 
earl's  comment  on  the  subject  of  that  de- 
finitive object,  was  general,  imperfect  and 
desultory.    When  we  engaged  first  in  the 
peninsular  war,  the  question  was  not  then 
what  it  was  at  present.    It  was  not  then, 
as  at  present,  a  question  in  which  all  Eu- 
rope was  concerned  and  engaged  \  for  now 
all  the  armies  of  Europe  were  or  had  been 
lately  engaged  against  this  country.    Be- 
fore iniuisters  embarked  in  the  contest, 
therefore,  as  had  been  justly  stated  by  the 
noble  marquis,  they  ousht  to  have  asked 
themselves  what  was  the  definite  object 
they  had  in  view,  and  what  were  their 
means  of  attaining  it.     Only  one  object 
was  professed,  and  that  was  the  total  ex- 
clusion of  the  French  from  the'  peninsula, 
and  without  being  a  prion  assured  of  ade- 
quate means  to  effect  that  purpose,  it  was 
cruel  and  base  to  embark  the  populatioa 
of  a  cooniry  in  so  hopeless  acause^  merely 
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for  the  sake  of  a  little  temporary  advan- 
tage. Bat  France  had  originally  military 
possession  of  the  country,  and  was  it  rea- 
sonabie  or  at  all  feasible  to  expect  at  the 
outset  that  her  vast  power  could  be  over- 
mastered by  the  single  efibrts  of  the  mili- 
tary means  and  resources  of  this  country  ? 
He  therefore  contended  that  when  the 
war  commenced  h^  was  justified  in  hold- 
ing the  opinion  that  there  was  no  chance 
of  any  fatoorable  result  from  the  inter- 
vention of  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  or 
any  aid  we  could  afibrd  the  Spanish  na- 
tion. At  no  period  could  our  means  be 
considered  adequate  in  the  contemplation 
of  such  an  enterprize.  How,  then,  could 
they  have  been  reckoned  sufficient  when 
France  possessed  the  whole  resources  of 
the  continent  and  wielded  the  arms  of 
Europe  in  alliance  with  her  own  ?  What- 
ever, therefore,  chance  might  since  have 
produced,  he  contended  that  the  deliver- 
ance of  Spain  in  the  view  of  a  statesman 
was  originally  beyond  the  utmost  means 
of  this  country,  and  that  this  position  had 
been  since  established  by  experience.  The 
allusions  made  by  the  noble  earl  to  the  pe- 
riods of  king  William  and  queen  Anne 
were  without  analogy  and  inconclusive. 
As  to  his  own  former  observations  and 
reasonings,  they  had  reference  to  a  dif- 
ferent state  of  France,  in  which  she  had 
not  such  a  union  of  all  Europe  to  support 
her.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  only 
when  we  saw  a  powerful  embodied  army 
on  the  continent  belonging  to  our  allies, 
that  we  ought  to  put  forth  our  exertions; 
and  that  we  ought  to  assist  our  continen- 
tal allies  only  as  auxiliaries,  not  as  prin- 
cipals. No  diversion  had  been  made  in 
concert  with  lord  Wellington,  where  it 
ought  to  have  been  made,  unless  we  could 
call  that  one  which  was  made  in  the  fens  of 
Walcheren.  His  noble  friend  had  well 
stated  that  the  ministry  had  not  as  yet  ad- 
vanced one  step  iif  their  accomplishment 
of  their  object  in  the  Spanish  war:  why, 
then,  should  he  be  ashamed  to  avow  his 
former  opinion,  when  this  third  advance 
into  the  interior  of  Spain  had,  by  its  fai- 
lure, proved  the  correctness  of  the  data 
on  which  that  opinion  was  founded  ?  Nor 
must  the  noble  earl  think,  that  he  had  an- 
swered bis  noble  friend  when  he  stated  the 
number  of  our  troops  on  the  continent,  or 
when  he  made  a  boast  of  having  delivered 
Andalusia  from  the  French.  This  was  an 
empty  boast;  for  no  one  believed  that  the 
release  was  more  than  temporary,  and  that 
the  French  army  could  not  re-occopy  the 


province  whenever  they  pleased.  The 
spirit  of  the  Spanish  peasantry  was  good, 
but  there  was  none  in  the  Spanish  nobi- 
lity. The  reasons  assigned  by  the  noble 
marqais  for  the  failure  of  the  campaign 
were  the  true  ones:  not  those  stated  by 
the  noble  earl,  who  confessed  that  he  af« 
vrays  expected  co-operation  from  the  Spa- 
niards. It  was  the  want  of  means;  the 
failureof  supplies  and  resources;  and  not 
disappointment  in  expected  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards  (a  hope  and 
expectation  now  cherished  for  the  fiftieth 
time  and  as  often  proved  abortive)  which 
had  led  to  the  improductive  result  of  all 
these  exertions.  The  blame  did  not  lie 
with  the  Spaniards,  bat  with  those  who  en- 
couraged hopes  which  they  had  no  right 
to  entertain.  The  troth  was,  tlie  Spaniards 
were  not  possessed  of  the  materials  for 
this  co-operation,  and  the  fault  was  with 
the  noble  earl  and  his  friends  the  English 
ministers,  who  in  their  ignorance  over- 
rated the  condition  of  Spain,  and  antici- 
pated more  from  her  than  she  was  or 
could  by  possibility  be  able  to  perform. 
Were  be  in  the  noble  earl's  situation,  he 
would  rather  confess  the  inadequacy  of 
his  policy,  than  come  forward  and  say,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,—'  O  dear ;  we  ex* 
pected  such  things,  but  we  have  been 
disappointed.'  If  they  had,  as  they  boast- 
ed, 190,000  men  on  the  continent,  why 
was  there  so  little  done,  when  the  expence 
was  so  great  ?  or  why  were  520,000  British 
troops  kept  idle  in  Sicily  ?  Had  the  mefr. 
sures  of  his  noble  friend  (earl  Grey)  on 
leaving  office  in  1607  been  adopted,  that 
would  have  prevented  the  necessity  of 
locking  up  such  a  force  in  Sicily.  But 
their  non-adoption  could  not  create  sur- 
prize ;  as  it  was  now  pretty  well  under- 
stood, that  an  epigram  caused  these  men 
to  be  kept  in  Sicily,  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  in  Spain.  This  was  another  of 
the  effects  of  that  fashion  among  the  pre- 
sent ministers  which  affected  to  despise 
every  thing  coming  from  those  who  pre- 
ceded them,  but  if  instead  of  this  folly 
they  had  followed  the  good  counsel  left 
them,  they  would  have  placed  these  men 
at  the  immediate  disposal  of  lord  Wel- 
lington, and  thereby,  in  all  probability, 
decided  at,  once  the  fate  of  the  peninsula. 
But,  with  regard  to  Spain,  ministers  were 
always  too  late ;  and  the  noble  earl  was 
obliged  to  recur  to  his  last  and  usual  de- 
fence—the abuse  of  his  agent,  whom  he 
charges  with  the  failure  of  the  co-operation 
from  Sicily,  which  was  expected  by  lord 
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Wellington.  A«  usniil  they  sent  the  force 
wb||n  too  late  to  be  of  an  v  service. — There 
was  another  point#on  which  he  expected 
some  explanation.  He  expected  to  be 
informed  why  ministers,  with  a  revenue 
of  one  hundred  and  five  millions  or  more  by 
estimate,  extorted  by  means  most  grinding 
and  oppressive  upon  a  sofiering  people/ 
were  yet  in  a  situation  to  confess  their 
inability  to  supply  the  military  chest  of 
lord  Wellin^n.  The  difficulty,  however, 
did  notarise  from  the  deficient  resources 
of  the  country,  much  as  they  had  been 
drained,  but  must  be  traced  to  the  noble 
earl's  real  inefficiency,  and  to  that  of  his 
colleagues.  They  might  diminish  by  one 
half  the  income  of  every  individual  in  this 
country,  with  as  little  effect,  or  prospeol 
of  ultimate  saccess,  as  had  attended  them 
in  those  plans  and  speculations  which  led 
them  to  circulate  a  vile  and  adulterated 
currency  in  paper  and  in  coin  throughout 
the  nation ;  when  ^uch  had  been  its  effects, 
why  not  then  rather  stop  at  this  moment 
the  contest  in  Spain?  Hjs  lordship  again 
paid  a  tribute  of  applause  to  the  speech  of 
Ihe  noble  marquis,  who  did  not,  like  the 
noble  ear],  condescend  to  deal  in  loose 
principles,  vague  analogies,  or  in  general' 
assertions,  but  wc|it  on  reasoning,  point 
by  point,  as  full  offfacts  as  he  was  of  sound 
theoretical  principles,  and  of  practical  po* 
litical  wisdom.  As  his  Majesty's  minis* 
ters  had  not  made  sufficient  disclosures, 
he  did  not  wish  to  press  them  at  present 
with  respect  to  our  connections  with  Swe- 
den. But  he  must  say,  that  in  his  opinion 
much  might  have  been  done  there,  al- 
though very  little  had  been  efiected.— With 
regara  to  America  the  ministers  evinced 
their  folly  in  expecting  that  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  when  that  took 
place,  could  have  produced  conciliation  in 
the  government  of  that  country.  But 
there  was  a  time  when  it  would  have  car- 
ried that  effect.  The  noble  earl  it  seemed 
had  yet,  in  common  with  politicians  of 
his  stamp,  to  leailn,  that  concessions  made 
too  late  would  always  produce  irritation. 
It  was  so  with  regard  to  Ireland  as 
well  as  to  America.  The  details  brought 
to  li|[ht  relative  to  the  condition  of  our 
manufacturers,  ought  to  have  convinced 
ministers,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  when  it  took  place,  could  not 
have  produced  a  spirit  of  pacification  in 
America— although  twelve  months  before 
it  might  have  had  that  effect.  The  Ame- 
rican government  were  always  hostile,  but 
had  not  the  means  of  shewing  their  bosti« 
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Hty  sooner.  But  now  they  displayed  tfaetr 
spirit,  when  our  government  had  pot  the 
means  in  their  powers  particularly  by  the 
disclosure  of  the  condition  of  our  nianu* 
factnrers-;  for  this  it  was  that  had  given 
spirit  to  America,     Had  government  no 
other  reasons  for  such  a  measure,  tbey 
ought  to  have  conciliated  America  sooner, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  more  vigorous 
exertions  in  Spain.     They  were  as  yetj 
however,  ignorant  of  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  American  war,  for  this 
matter  was  still  kept  a  secret:  and    he 
could  not  but  blame  the  omission  of  this 
cause  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne.    He 
knew  that  there  were  perverse  irritations 
on  both  sides,  and  though  he  wished  for 
peace  with  America,  it  was  only  on  such 
terms  as  would  be  consistent  with  the  pre* 
servation  of  our  maritime  rights,  without 
which  he  would  prefer  the  continuance  of 
the  war  with  that  country.— ^His  lordship 
then  concluded  with  avowing  his  confirm- 
ed opinion  of  the  expediency  of  throwing 
the  constitution  open  to  the  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  the  state;  a  measure  which  jus- 
tice, wisdom  and  policy  alike  recommend- 
ed as  necessary  and  advantageous  to  the 
dearest  interests  of  the  country. 

Earl  Btuhurst  vindicated  the  conduct  of 
ministers  with  respect  to  the  war  in  the 
peninsula,  more  especially  in  regard  to 
the  degree  and  nature  of  the  reinforce- 
ments to  be  forwarded  to  the  marquis  of 
Wellington.  He  observed,  that  his  noble 
relative  opposite  well  knew  the  entire  con- 
fidence ministers  placed  in  that  illustrious 
person,  and  adverted  particularly  to  the 
point  of  lord  Wellington's  not  deeming  it 
advisable  to  send  new  regiments  to  Spain; 
so  particularly  careful  was  that  excellent 
officer  of  the  health  of  his  troops.— With 
respect  to  the  force  from  Sicily,  the  fact 
was,  that  lord  William  Bentinck  had  in- 
structions to  send  such  a  number  of  troops 
as  was  consistent  with  the  other  objects  to 
which  he  had  to  look.  The  objection* 
that  by  the  force  sent  thence  not  remain- 
ing^in  Catalonia,  the  baron  D'Erolles  was 
disgusted,  had  no  force,  inasmuch  as,  since 
that  period,  (as  had  appeared  by  the  Ga- 
zette) our  naval  force  had  been  in  active 
co-operation  with  the  baron  D'Erolles.  As 
for  the  charge  of  not  sending  reinforce* 
fluents  to  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  the 
fact  was,  that  in  the  month  of  June  lord 
Wellington  sent  a  dispatch  requesting,  un- 
less some  extraordinary  circumstances  oc« 
curred,  that  no  new  corps  might  be  wnt 
out  to  him»  because  they  were  more  likely 
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to  be  lActod  by  the  beats  of  •omner.  Il 
.  fra»f  iberefore»  thai  no  new  corps  were 
senti  vittil  iolelligence  had  been  received 
of  the  battle  of  Sdamanca,  which  was  con* 
aidered  an  extraordinary  circomstance 
as  to  reqaire  reinforcements  to  be  sent. 
With  regard  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, iie  contended  that  the  condact  of  mi- 
nisters had  been  throughout  consistent. 
The  papers  relative  to  the  correspondence 
andMntercourse  between  the  goTernments 
were  -^ot  on  their  lordships'  table,  because 
his  Majesty'sministers  had  not  yet  receifed 
the  final  answer  to  a  proposition  made  to 
the  Uaited  States  through  sir  John  Borlase 
Warren ;  in  the  mean  time,  he  took  leave 
to  sayf  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  not 
now  the  only  grounds  of  demurrer  on  the 
part  of  that  iroTernmeot. 

Marquis  WieUaUy,  conceiving  that  some 
points  urged  by  noble  lords  opposite  were 
personally  applied  to  him,  shortly  ex- 
plained, that  he  thousht  nothing  which 
fell  from  him  warranted  a  personal  allusion 
9n  their  parts.  He  warmly  remarked, 
that  during  the  whole  period  to  which  he 
spoke,  he^had  considered  the  system  of 
the  war  in*  the  peninsula  inadequate  to  its 
object;  an  opinion  which  he  had  uni- 
formly declared,  and  in  adherence  to 
which  he  had  resigned  his  office  as  secre- 
tary of  state.  He  couki  not  particularise 
objections  without .  the  permission  of  his 
sovereign  or  his  representative;  but  if  he 
was  allowed,  an  opportunity,  he  should  be 
ready  to  meet  the  noble  lords,  point  by 
point,  upon  that  subject,  either  in  public 
or  private,  and  before  any  tribunal  to 
which  he  might  be  summoned. 

Viscount  MdvUU  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  Admiralty  with  respect  to  the  Ame- 
rican and  West  India  stations,  observing, 
that  on  the  Halifax  station  alone,  long  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the 
squadron  was  double  the  strength  of  the 
whole  American  navy.  This  he  enume- 
rated, a»  well  as  the  force  in  the  West  In- 
dian seas ;  and  stated  the  American  navy 
to  consist  of  five  frigates,  and  a  few  sloops 
of  war.  It  was  impossible  to  guard 
Sigainst  such  casualties  as  were  alluded  to 
by  noble  lords  opposite,  (the  capture  of 
t)ieGuerriere  frigate) ;  but  care  was  taken 
to  render  such  attempts  an  extreme  risk 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Lord  GrenvUie  said,  he  did  not  think  so 
badly  of  ministers  as  to  charge  them  with 
neglecting  to  provide  a  naval  force  su- 
perior to  the  American  navy,  which  only 
consisted  of  five  frigates*     His  charge 
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. I,  that  tbev  did  not  send  sufficient  rein- 
forcements of  troops,  and  that  our  military 
Ibroe  in  Canada  was,  in  consequence,  in* 
ferior  to  that  of  the  asssSlants. 

The  question  was  then  put,- and  the  Ad* 
dress  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  Earl  oi  Lherpooi  moved,  that  lord 
Walsingbam  be  constituted  chairman  of 
all  the  committees  of  that  House  during 
the  present  session  of  parliament ;  a  mo- 
tion,  the  propriety  of  which,  he  was  con« 
fident  every  noble  lord  would  acquiesce  in. 

The  Lord  Chancettcr  observed,  that  if 
the  House  could  secure  the  services  of 
the  noble  lord,  they  would  be  a  blessing. 

Lord  Wakmgham  shortly  expressed  hia 
grateful  sense  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  lords. 

The  question  was  put,  and  ordered  ac« 
cordingly,  hsm.  dm. 


HOCSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Monday^  Naoember  SO. 

Tbb  PaiNCB  Rbgbnt's  Spbbch  oH 
Opbhino  tbb  Sbssion.1  The  Speaker  ao* 
quainted  the  House  that  that  House  had 
been  in  the  House  of  Peers,  where  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  had 
delivered  a  Speech  to  botfi  Houses  of  Par* 
liament,  of  which,  to  prevent  mistakes,  he 
had  obtained  a  copy.  [See  p.  12.]  After 
the  Speaker  had  read  the  Speech, 

Lord  CUve  rose  to  move  an  Address  in 
answer  to  the  most  gracious  Speech  of  hia 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  In  the 
liberty  he  then  took  of  offering  himself  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  it  was  not  his  in* 
tention,  nor  would  it  be  necessary,  totres* 
pass  at  any  length  upon  their  indulgence. 
With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  the  Speech, 
he  felt  confident  that  every  person  in  that 
House,  and  in  the  country,  lamented  not 
less  than  himself  the  situation  of  the  il- 
lustrious personage  te  whom  it  alluded. 
There  was  no  ooe  who  could  avoid  feelings 
of  the  most  lively  regret  when  he  re- 
flected, that  a  life  spent,  as  that  of  his  Ma« 
jesty  bad  been,  in  the  practice  of  every 
virtue  that  was  honourable  to  our  nature^ 
that  could  adorn  or  dignify  the  man  or  tho 
sovereign,  and  which  had  rendered  him 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  his  subjects,  should^ 
towards  the  close,  be  deprived  of  that  rest 
and  of  that  repose  which  were  doe  to  his 
merits  and  to  his  virtues.  The  next  point 
in  his  Royal  Highness's  Speech  to  which 
he  would  allude,  was  one  of  sincere  and 
heartfelt  gratolation,  the  successful  resist* 
ance  that  had  been  made  in  the  Peninsula 
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by  oar  gallant  coantrrmeii  to  the  encroach* 
menu  of  France.  Often  as  they  had  had 
occasiort.  Within  the*  last  four  yeart,  to 
commemorate  the  achievements  and  ap» 
p}aud4he  distinguished  condact  of  the  ge* 
neral,  and  the  army  employed  in  the  pro- 
tettion  of  Spain,  yet  in  no  instance  since 
the  commencement  of  that  straggle,  was 
skill  or  ralour  so  greatly  displayed  as  in 
the  deoisive  and  glorious  battle  of  Sala- 
manca. The  conseaaences  of  that  victory 
were  as  sudden  and  important  as  ever  foN 
lowed  from  conquest  The  siege  of  Cadiz 
was  raised ;  Madrid  was  evacuated  by  the 
enemy ;  all  the  south  of  Spain  was  relieved 
Irom  their  oppressions ;  and  what  was  a 
yet  more  important  consequence,  lord 
Wellington  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  ge- 
neralissimo of  the  Spanish  forces.  This 
was  the  most  important  result  of  all*  If 
any  thing  could  tend  more  powerfully 
than  another  to  give  vigour  and  success  to 
the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  people^  to 
render  effectual  their  efferts  for  their  own 
deliverance,  it  was  thus  placing  their  re- 
sources at  the  disposal  of  a  person  so 
welt  able  to  guide  them,  and  vesting 
so  skilful  a  commander  with  the  con- 
treul  of  their  armies. — He  would  next 
take  the  liberty  of  congratulating  the 
House  on  the  relation  in  which  they  stood 
to  Russia^  and  in  general  on  the  new  con- 
nections which  had  sprung  up  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  northern  powers  of 
Surope.  The  circumstances  of  Russia,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  were  such  as  \th  no 
jfround  for  despondency.  The  Russians, 
It  was  true,  had  met  with  some  reverses, 
but  they  were  not  sufficient  to  damp  their 
ardour,  or  quell  that  enthusiastic  love  of 
country,  which  should  animate  every  bo-' 
som.  That  sf  ark  of  resistance,  which  had 
been  lighted  up  in  Spain,  they  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  behold  rapidly  spreading  over 
Europe,  and  already  extended  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  north.  He  was  doubtful  to 
which  part  of  the  prospect,  now  held  out 
by  Russia,  he  should  first  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  ;  whether  to  the  spirit  and 
decision  of  the  emperor  himself,  or  to 
the  skill  of  his  generals,  or  to  the  sacrifices 
so  cheerfully  made  by  the  nobility,  or  to 
the  valiant  men  who  fought  under  their 
oommand;  but  to  whatever  part  of  the 
picture  they  directed  their  attention, 
whether  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  em- 
peror, the  ulent  of  his  generals,  the  bra- 
very of  his  troops,  or  the  devotion  of  his 
sobjecto,  they  would  find  abundant  matter 
for  exultation.  On  these  topics  it  was  on- 
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necessary  to  dwell.    They  were  the  a^« 
miration  of  every  person  who  coald  know 
and  appreciate  them.    From  one  end  to 
the  other  of  that  vast  empire  there  seemed 
to  be  only  one  object  in  view,  and  tkat 
object  was  resistance  to  the  enemy.  From 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  there  seemed 
to  be  only  one  subject  of  contention^  and 
that  was  who  should  contribute  most  to 
the  defence  of  their  laws,  thetr  religion, 
and  their  country.    Such  were  the  men 
whom  for  therr  bravery  and  their  seal, 
the  oppressor  of  Europe  wonld  stigmatise 
with  the  name  of  Barbarians.     If  entho- 
siasm  in  the  protection  of  every  thing 
that  was  dear  to  our  nature  could  merit 
the  name  of  barbarism,  he,  for  one,  wonld 
wish  to  know  where  patriotism  wae  to  be 
looked  for,  and  must  express  a  hope  tbet 
siich  barbarity  might  never  be  removed 
by  civilization.     But  this  was  not  the  first 
time  that  a  conqueror,  when   he  found 
himself  unable  to  combat  the  difficulties 
that  opposed  his  progress^  endeavoured  to 
load  with  the  same  stigma  the  persons 
who  had  the  boldness  to  resist  hkn ;  in 
which  a  disgraceful  attempt  was  sought 
to  be  covered  under  the  oflfer  of  indignities 
to  a  gallant  people.   Alexander  the  Great, 
under  much  the  same  circumstances,  chose 
to  designate  as  robbers  and  barbarians, 
the  ancestors  of  these  very  Russians  who 
had  the  courage  to  oppose  his  encroach- 
ments.    To  such  language  they  answered 
as  they  ought  to  have  done,  ''  that  not  to 
them  who  defended  their  country,  but  to 
him  who  came  to  despoil  it,  the  appella-* 
tion  of  robber  was  applicable  ;''    and  be 
would  ask,  mrght  not  the  Russians  now 
exclaim  to  Buonaparte,  as  their  ancestors 
did  to  Alexander  the  Great,  '  At  tu,  qai 
'  te  gloriaris  ad  latrones  persequendos  ve- 
'  nire ;   omnium  gentium  quos  adisti,  la* 
*  trones/     Might  not  Russia  with  great 
truth  thus  address  Buonaparte,  "  By  what 
right  do  3*00  designate  us  as  biirbarians; 
why  cast  upon  a  nation  whom  you  are 
waptonly  attacking,  the  stigma  of  being 
robbers  ?  How  are  you  rendered  so  equi- 
table a  judge  as  to  be  competent  to  form 
an  estimate  of  us?  What  have  we  done  to 
deserve  this  stigma  ?-— nothing  but  what 
you  yourself  have  done,  and  are  stiN  do- 
ing by  stealth,  for  our  only  crime  was  a 
wish  to  trade  with  Grest  Britain.     But  is 
there  any  crime  in  which  you  have  not 
wallowed,  even  without  the  excuse  of  pro- 
vocation }  What  has  been  the  practice  of 
your  life  for  the  last  twenty  years?  U 
there  m  corner  in  Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa, 
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that  kat  aet  witncised  your  oosteinpt  of 
•very  ibiag  lluit  10  tacrmi  ameng  men  ^ 
Hare  yoa  a  tingle  Rassian  of  whom  y«Q 
can  boiitt  Ibat  be  bat  deserted  tbe  caose 
ef  hit  eonntry  to  join  yoor  standard  ?  On 
tbe  otiier  JiaAd,  have  you  not  carried. y oar 
•ppretiioiit  to  far  at  to  render  tbera  into- 
lerable even  to  yaurown  family  ?  Haa  not 
tbe  4»rother  wbom  yea  tet  as  a  king  over 
the  pe|iolation  of  Holland  abdicated  bit 
akaation  to  avoid  yonr  tyranny  ?  Has  not 
asotber  brother  thrown  biraaelf  into  an 
0Bemy'a  country,  where  he  finds  thai  se- 
oirity  and  that  protection  which  you  re^ 
fmed  to  give  him  ?  Which,  tben,'^  might 
tbe  Rttssiaii  exclaim  with  triomph,  *'  is 
tbegmater  barbarian,  I  who  defend  my 
conotry  from  unjust  hostility,  or  you  who 
wastanly  attack  it  ?     And  yet  you  call  us 
barbarians!  Yea,  Napoleon,  whose  prac- 
tice baa   been    throughout    your  career 
"  Jtifem,  iratbtcere,  roperv/"— ^He  would 
now  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe 
House  to  that  part  of  his  Royal  High- 
boss's  Speech  which  referred  to  Sicily, 
and     he     could    not    but    congratulate 
them  upon  the  result  of  a  negociatioa 
with    that  power,  which  was  likely  to 
prove  equally  aerviceable  to  both  coan* 
tries.     Oae  effect   of  that    negociation 
wonld  be,  to  organize  a  much  more  power* 
fol  iutee  than  before  existed  for  the  de- 
fcMe  of  that  island,  and  disposable  for 
the  promotion  of  the   common    cause* 
Every  person,  he  was  sure,  would  rejoice 
on  hearing  that  tbe  Regent  was  desirous 
of  bringing  Sicily  into  such  a  state  as 
wonld  be  most  conducive  to  its  own  in- 
terest, and  to  that  of  Great  Britain.— -While 
cv«ry  one  most  agree  with  his  Royal 
Highnen  in  regretting,  that  all  oar  ei&ru 
to  stand  In  those  nlations  of  amity  with 
America  which   cookl    be    wished,  had 
proved  ineflectoal,  it  was  nevertheless  a 
subject  of  high  satisfaction  to  contemplate 
tbe  valoar  anid  loyally  dfeplayed  in  our 
traneatlantic  territories.    The  steady  seal 
and  warm  attachuMBt  to  the  mother  coun- 
try,   lately    evinced    by  the  people  of 
Canada,  was  a   subject  for  congratula- 
tion which  he  could  not  pass  over  upon 
the  present  occasion.  They  bad  withstood 
every  attempt  which  had  been  made  by 
AflMrica  to  seduce  tiiem  from  their  alle- 
giance, and  the  eflfoits  to  invade  their  ter- 
ritories were  equally  oneacoenful.    In  the 
firatatteaqit  at  invasion  the  whole  Ameri- 
can force  surrendered  to  much  inferior 
Bombers ;  and  in  the  second,  even  the  pri- 
takan  aaeaadad  *^*  i^ti«*k  •nav 
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employed  against  them*    Wherever  tbe 
British  troop  were  employed,  whether  in 
Europe  or  in  America,  they  never  failed 
to  display  that  bravery  for  which  they 
were  always  distinguished.      They    re- 
quired nothing  but  opportunity  to  display 
their  intrepidity  and  hrmness,  and  vic^ 
tory  was  sur6  to  ibilow ;  and   these  in^ 
stances  of  success  in  America  he   tras 
happy  to  hail  as  the  earnest  of  futBiB 
glory,  when  our  fellow  subjects  in  those 
parts  would  meetlbe  foe  and  earn  lame  to 
themselves  and  honour  to  their  common 
country.— -With  .respect  to  the  renewal  of 
the  East  India  Company's    Charter,   it 
would  not  now  be  necessary  for  him  to 
enter  apon  that  sd)jact  at  present.    When 
the  proper  time  ahoald  arrive,  he  believ^l 
the  House  would  be  hilly  prepared  to  take 
that  impof  tant  question  into  their  serious 
consideration^-^Alluaion  had  been  m^da 
in. the  Speech  from  the  throne,  to  tbe  lattt 
unfortonate  distorbances  that  prevailed  in 
some  parts  of  tbe  country.    He  was  happy 
to  see  that  >these  disturbances  were  now 
pot  to  rest  by  the  salutary  maasumrs  to 
which  the  goverament  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  resort.«-^ocfa  were  the  principal 
topics  of  tbe  Address  which  he  meant  to 
propose  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
before  sitting  down.     He  could  not,  bow^ 
ever,  but  once  more  congratulate  them 
upon  the  favourable  change  that  bad  taken 
place  in  tbe  affairs  of  Europe.     How  dif* 
ferent  was  tbe  prospect  now  to  what  it 
WHS  at  the  meeting  of  the  last  parliament ! 
He  might  say  that  Great  Britein  was.at 
that  period  alone  and  unaided  in  the  con- 
test.    The  influence    and    the   arms   of 
France  were  felt  almost  without  resistance 
in  every  part  of  Europe.  There  was  hardly 
any  part  of  Spain  in  which  ita  power  was 
not*  then  felt.    The  great  resources  of  the 
enemy  were  than  unbroken.    He  bad  a 
mighty  and  victorious  army  on  foot,  com- 
manded by  men  of  tbe  first  character  for  mi- 
litary  talent,    Portugal  was  then  robbed  of 
the  greaterpartof  her  territory ;  and  Russia 
and  Sweden  were  neutralized  by  intimi- 
dation and  the  threato  of  Buonaparte.  But 
how  greatly  were  tbhsgs  aUerad  for  the 
better.      Russia  was    now  up    in  *  arms 
against  her  oppressor,  and  Sweden  was  not 
unfriendly  to  her  cause.     She  had  driven 
from  her  territories  a  numerous  and  powers 
fol  host  that  threatened  her  with  ruin; 
and  Baonapart6,  so  far  firom  realising  the 
high*  and   boasting  promises  with  which 
he  had  entei«d  that  country,  waa  now  en- 
daavooring,  aiar  dafaat  and  iu^ptM,  la 
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•ave  himself  by  flight  and  secore  a  retreat 
to  Poland.  In  Spain  aUo^  lord  Welling- 
ton had  beat  one  of  the  most  numerous 
and  besi  equipped  armies  the  French  had 
ever  brought  into  the  field,  and  obliged 
them  to  draw  together  all  their  dispos- 
able forces  and  evacuate  the  sootfaero 
provinces  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  his 
victorious  progress.  What  was  there,  be 
would  ask,  they  might  not  hope  from  such 
a  state  of  things  ?  Wheii  the  spell  was 
broken  and  Europe  was  at  length  convinc- 
ed that  Buonaparte  and  his  armies  were 
not  invincible,  was  there  not  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  the  nations  oppressed  by  his 
power  would  rise  to  assert  their  rights,  and 
recover  that  honour  they  had  suffered  him 
to  tarnish  ?  Was  there  not  reason  to  ex- 
pect  that  the  descendants  of  the  great 
Frederick  would  again  come  forwanl  to 
oppose,  as  he  had  often  done,  the  devour- 
ing power  of  France;  that  they  would 
again  come  forward  < like  the  brave  people 
of  Russia,  and  exclaim,  *'  We  also  are 
men,  and  will  not  submit  any  longer  to  the 
encroach^Mnts  of  our  oppressor."  Was 
there  not  reason  to  hope  that  the  words  of 
a  great  departed  statesman  would  be  rea- 
lized, and  that  they  should  live  to  see  that 
"  Britain  had  saved  herself  by  her  firm- 
ness, and  that  Europe  would  also  save  her- 
self by  foUov^ing  the  same  course.''  He 
would  not  trespass  any  longer  upon  the 
time  of  the  House,  but  should  conclude 
with  moving, 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  his  most 
gracious  Speech : 

'<To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
we  most  sensibly  share  in  the  deep  con- 
cern which  his  Royal  Highness  has  ex- 
pressed at  the  continuance  of  his  Msjes- 
ty's  lamented  indisposition,  and  at  the  di- 
minution of  the  hopes  which  his  Royal 
Highness  had  so  anxiously  entertained  of 
his  recovery : 

''  To  express  our  cordial  participation 
in  the  satisiaction  derived  by  his  Royal 
Highness  from  the  improvement  of  our 
prospects  during  the  conne  of  the  present 
year: 

"  That  we  have  obserred,  with  the  ut- 
most satisfaction,  the  valour  and  intrepi- 
dity displayed  by  his  Majesty's  forces, 
and  those  of  his  allies  in  the  peninsula,  on 
ao  many  occasioaa  during  this  campaign, 
md  the  consummate  skill  and  judgment 
#ith  which  the  operations  have  been  con- 
inctad  bj  gaaarai  die  mar^ois  of  WalUng- 
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ton,  and  which  have  led  to  consequences 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  common 
cause: 

''  To  congratulate  his  Ro^al  Highness  on 
the  glorious  and  ever-memorable  victorf 
obtamed  by  that  illustrious  officer  at  Sa- 
lamanca, by  which  great  achievement,  and 
by  the  other  operations  which  have  trans- 
ferred the  war  into  the  interior  of  Spain,  he 
has  compelled  the  enemy  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Cadiz,  and  the  southern  provinces 
of  that  kingdom  have  been  delivered  from 
the  power  and  arms  of  France ;  that  while 
we  regret  that  the  efforts  of  the  enemy, 
combined  with  a  view  to  one  great  ope- 
ration, have  rendered  it  necessary  to  with- 
draw from  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and  to  evsi^ 
cuate  Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of  concen- 
trating the  main  body  of  the  allied  forces, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  reflect  that  these  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy  have  nevertheless  been 
attended  with  important  sacrifices  on  their 
part,  which  we  trust  will  materially  con- 
tribute to  extend  the  resources  and  faci- 
litate the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  nation : 

**  To  assure  his  Royal.  Highness,  that 
we  are  determined  to  continue  to  afford 
every  aid  in  support  of  a  contest  which 
h<^s  first  given  to  the  continent  of  Esrope 
the  example  of  persevering  and  succeas- 
fiil  resistance  to  the  power  of  France,  and 
on  which  not  only  the  independence  of 
the  nations  of  the  peninsula,  but  the  best 
interests  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  essen- 
tially depend. 

"  To  return  his  Royal  Highness  our 
humble  thanks,  for  having  been  graciously 
pleased  to  direct  copies  of  the  Treaties  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  the  courts  of  Saint 
Petersburgh  and  Stockholm,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore us,  and  to  assure  his  Royal  Highness 
that  we  participate  in  the  pleasure  ex- 
pressed by  his  Royal  Highness  at  the 
restoration  of  the  relations  of  peace  and 
firiendship  with  those  courts : 

"  That  we  have  observed,  with  sen- 
timents of  the  highest  admiration,  the  re« 
sistance  which  has  been  opposed  by  the 
emperor  of  Russia  to  so  larg®  *  proportion 
of  the  military  power  of  France,  assisted 
by  its  allies  and  by  the  tributary  states  de- 
pendent upon  it,  in  a  contest  for  his  own 
sovereign  rights,  and  for  the  independence 
of  his  oominions :  by  his  imperial  msjes* 
ty^s  magnanimity  and  perseverance,  hj 
the  seal  and  disinterestedness  of  all  ranks 
of  his  subjects,  and  by  the  gallantry,  firm* 
ness,  and  intrepidity  of  his  forces,  the  pre* 
snmptaoos  expectations  of  the  enemy  have 
been  sigaally  disappointed ;  the  aatbe* 


W] 


Cptmiig 


Nov.  SO.  ISIS. 


[SS 


« 

litfHi,  of  the  Rasstan  nation  has  increased 
with  the  difficolties  of  the  contest,  and 
with  the  dangers  with  which  they  were 
anrronnded  :  they  have  submitted  to  sa* 
crifices  of  which  there  are  few  examples 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  we  in- 
dulge the  confident  hope  that  the  deter* 
mined  perseverance  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty will  he  crowned  with  ultimate  suc- 
cess, and  that  this  contest,  in  its  result,  will 
have  the  effect  of  establishing,  upon  a 
foundation  never  to  be  shaken,  the  secu- 
rity and  independence  of  the  Russian  em- 
pire: 

'«  That  we  learn  with  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion the  proof  of  confidence  which  his 
Royal  Hiphness  has  received  from  his  Jm« 
perial  majesty,  in  the  measure  which  he 
has  adopted  of  sending  his  fleets  to  the 
ports  of  this  country,  as  well  as  the 
determination  expressed  by  his  Royal 
Highness  to  aflbrd  his  imperial  majesty 
the  roost  cordial  support  in  the  g^eat  con- 
test in  which  he  is  engaged : 

'«  That  we  rejoice  to  find  that  his  Royal 
Highness  has  concluded  a  Treaty  with  his 
Sicilian  majesty  supplementary  to  the  trea- 
ties of  1808  and  I809>  and  to  return  our 
humble  thanks  to  his  Royal  Highness,  for 
fais  gracious  intention  of  laying  a  copy  of 
this  Treaty  before  us\s  soon  as  the  ratifi- 
cations shall  have  been  exchanged  ;  and 
that  we  trust  the  object  will  be  attained 
which  his  Royal  Highness  has  had  in  view,^ 
of  providing  for  the  more  extensive  appli- 
cation of  the  military  force  of  the  Sicilian 
government  to  offensive  operations  against 
the  common  enemy : 

«'  That  whilst  we  learn  from  his  Royal 
Highness,  that  the  declaration  of  war  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
America  was  made  under  circumstances 
which  might  have  afforded  a  reasonable 
«xpecUtion  that  the  amicable  relatiohs 
between  the  two  nations  would  not  long^ 
be  interrupted,  we  participate  in  the  re- 
gret expressed  by  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  the  conduct  and  pretensions  of  that 
government  have  hitherto  prevented  the 
conclusion  of  an}r  pacific  arrangement : 

«'  That  we  rejoice  to  1eam»  that  not- 
withstanding the  measures  of  hostility 
which  have  been  principally  directed 
•gainst  the  adjoining  British  provinces, 
mnd  the  efforts  which  haTe  been  made  to 
seduce  the  inhabitants  of  them  from  their 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  his  Royal  High- 
oesa  has  received  such  satisfactory  proofs 
of  loyaltv  and  attachment  from  his  Ma- 
jesty4  rabjecu  in  North  Amnic^,  and  that 


the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  invad# 
Upper  Canada  have  not  only  proved  abor* 
tive,  but  that  by  the  judicious  arrange- 
ments of  the  governor- general,  and  bytho 
skill  and  decision  with  which  the  military 
operations  have  been  conducted,  the  forces 
of  the  enemy  assembled  for  that  purpose 
in  one  qusrter  have  been  compelled  to  ca« 
pitolate,  and  in  another  have  been  defeat- 
ed with  considerable  loss : 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
we  fully  rely  on  the  exertion  of  his  best 
efforts  for  the  restoration  of  the  relations- 
of  peace  and  amity  between  the  two  coon* 
tries,  but  that  until  this  object  can  be  at- 
tained, without  sacrificing  the  maritime 
rights  of  Great  Britain,  his  Royal  High* 
ness  may  rely  upon  our  cordial  support  in 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war : 

''  To  return  our  humble  thanks  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  for  having  directed  the 
estimates  for  the  services  of  the  ensuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  us ;  and  to  assure 
his  Royal  Highness,  that  we  will  readily 
furnish  such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  provide  for  the  great  in- 
terests committed  to  his  charge,  and  to 
afford  the  best  prospect  of  bringing  the 
contest  in  which  his  Majesty  is  engaged 
to  a  successful  termination : 

«'  That  we  will  not  fiiil  to  take  into  our 
early  consideration  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding effectually  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces  of  India,  and  that  in 
considering  the  variety  of  interests  which 
are  connected  with  this  important  subject, 
our  best  efforts  will  be  employed  in  mak- 
ing such  an  arrangement,  as  may  best 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  that  quarter,  and  at  the  same 
time  secure  the  greatest  advantages  to  the 
commerce  and  revenue  of  his  Majesty ^s 
dominions : 

"  That  we  sincerely  participate  in  the 
satisfaction  expressed  by  his  Royal  High- 
ness at  the  success  of  the  measures  adopt- 
ed for  suppressing  the  spirit  of  outrage 
and  insubordination  which  had  appeared 
in  some  parts  of  the  country^  ana  at  the 
disposition  which  has  been  manifested  to 
take  advantage  of  the  indemnity  held  out 
to  the  deluded  by  the  wisdom  and  benevo- 
lence of  parliament :  we  trust  thathis Royal 
Highness  will  never  have  occasion  to  la- 
ment the  recurrence  of  atrocities  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  British  character;  and 
that  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  will  be  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  the  hap-  . 
piness  of  individuals,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  atate^  ec^Qally  depepd  upon  a  strict 
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obedience  to  the  lawjs^and  an  aUacbmeni 
IQ  our  excellent  constitution : 

"  That  bis  Royal  Highness  may  be  as* 
luredf  that  the  same  firmness  and  perseve* 
ranee  wbich  haye  been  manifested  on  so 
many  and  sach  trying  occasions,  will  not  I 
1^  wanting  at  a  time  when  the  eyes  of  all  i 
Europe  and  the  world  are  fixed  upon  us ;  { 
and  that  fully  convinced  as  we  are  that,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in 
bis  Royal  Highness,  he  has  no  sentiment 
ao  near  his  heart  as  the  desire  of  promot- 
ing»  by  every  means  in  his  power,  the  real 

Sosperiiy  and  lasting  happiness  of  his 
ajesty's  subjects,  he  may  at  all  times 
rely  on  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  the 
xealous  and  cordial  support  of  this  House.'' 

Mr*  Hart  Davis  said,  that  in  rising  to 
iecond  the  Address,  it  was  not  his  wish  or 
intention  to  trespass  long  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  by  a  {)rotracted  no-  ; 
iioe  of  the  topics  which  it  contained. 
They  had  been  so  ably  elucidated  in  the 
Speech  iiself,  and  the  noble  mover  had  so 
well  and  so  clearly  detailed  thereaivons  tliat 
operated  upon  him  in  proposing  the  Ad- 
dress, that  he  should  have  little  occasion 
|o  detain  ihem  long*  Though  unwilling 
to  intrude  upon  their  attention,  he  could 
not  however  resist  the  motives  that  in- 
duced him  to  second  the  Address.  At  a 
nonient  like  the  present,  when  Europe 
looked  up  to  this  country  as  the  principal 
IK>orce  from  which  resistance  to  the  power 
of  France  was  to  be  expected,  and  all 
eyes  were  turned  upon  us  as  the  source 
whence  the  liberation  of  Europe  was  to 
£ow,  it  was  superfluous  to  state  that  his 
Boyal  Highness  was  called  to  the  govern- 
ment at  a  most  important  crisis.  In  re- 
viewing the  events  that  had  taken  place 
since  his  accession  to  power,  it  was  im- 
possible  not  to  dwell  ^ith  hope  and  with 
pride  upon  the  splendid  success  which 
had  attended  the  British  arms*  in  every 
part  of  t^  world  in  which  they  were  em- 
ployed. Spain  had  witnessed  th^  sac- 
cess,  almost  in  every  one  of  its  provinces. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  recur  to 
the  bravery  by  which  Badajox  had  been 
jpelieved,  or  to  the  splendid  victory  at  Sa- 
lamanca, or  the  consequences  that  follow- 
ed from  that  victory.  Wherever  British 
aoldiera  were  brought  into  action,  they 
displayed  prodigies  of  heroism  that  must 
have  filled  every  person  who  heard  him 
with  exultation.  Bat»  cheering  as  was 
the  prospect  which  Spain  held  ontj  he 
wM  Aftppy  10  any  thai  the  prospea  was 
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not  less  cheering  in  the  north  of  £urofie« 
M^hen  Buonaparte  entered  Biissia,regard<r 
less  of  the  lives  ^f  those  whom  be  l«d  u» 
conquer  it,  and  of  the  rights  of  'thono 
whom  he  invaded,  he  flattered  hiisseelf 
that  he  couid,  after  entering  Moscow,  die* 
tate  a  peace  to  the  Russians  with    the 
same  insolence  as  he  had  before  dooe  la 
the  Aostrians  at  Vienna ;  but  Russia,  with 
a  degree  of  firmness  and  self*devotion  al- 
most unexampled  in  history,  had  sacrificed 
a  capital  to  save  an  empire,  and  by  that 
means  defeated  the  proud  designs  of  her 
invader.     He  was  now  farther  than  ever 
from  the  attainment  of  his  object,  for 
scarcely  had  the  despot  time  to  roosiaaic 
amid  the  ruins  of  Moscow  when  be  v^zt 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  diagriKreful 
and  disastrous  retreat.    The  emperor  of 
Russia  had  .shewed  that  he  was  not  •  a  per« 
son  to  be  intimidated  by  threats,  or  de* 
ceived  by  negociatipn*     In  France  be  had 
found  an  implacable  foe;   in  Britikiu  a 
friend,  upon  whom  he  could  place  a  steady 
reliance.      Of  his  reliance  upon  British 
honour  he  could  not  give  a  stronger  proof 
than  his  determination  of  sending    his 
fleets  into  the  ports  of  this  country.— 
With  respect  to  America,  Vfewy  person 
must  lament   that   the   endeavours    for 
bringing  about  a  peace  had  been  anauc* 
cessful.     The  removal  of  the  Qrdera  in 
Council  naturally  induced  an  expecCatioo» 
both  in  the  House  and  in  the  country, 
that  America  would  embrace  that  oppor- 
tonity  of  removing  whatever  causes  for 
hostility  existed  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  contribute  her  assistance  against 
the  comnum  foe  of  Europe  and  of  the 
world.    The  event,  however,  unfortunate- 
Iv,  did  not  justify  such  expectations^  and 
the  American  government  had  thought 
proper  to  commence   hostilities.      War 
was,  he  would  confess,  a  thing  always  to 
be  deplored,  but  as  the  eodeavours  to 
avoid  it  had  been  unavailing,  he  willingly 
anticipated  on  the  part  of  this  country, 
that  union  and  energy  in  the  proseoutiois 
of  it,  which  the  enemy  would  not  fail  to 
employ  on  their  part.    He  doobted  not 
but  the  voice  both  of  the  House  and  of 
the  country  would  concur  in  the  deterosi* 
nation  to  proaecote  it  with  vigour.    With 
respect  to  the  troubles  that  had  lately  pre* 
vailed  in  the  northern  paru  of  the  coun^ 
try,  he  could  not  but  congratulate   the 
Hoose  upon  their  removal,  which  was  to 
be  attributed  to  the  aiild  and  early  nea^ 
sures  adopted  by  the  government.    The 
tine  irasiio«r»  ho  kope4#  anivodj  «ihen  % 
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iDore  Tfgorotn  reiistance  mi^  ^e  expect* 
ed  to  tiM  power  and  the  encroachments  of 
France.  It  was  by  a  resistance  strong 
and  persererrng,  and  by  swch  resistance 
only,  that  they  could  hope  for  a  lasting 
and  honourable  peace.  Such  a  peace  was 
only  to  be  won  by  impressing  npon  the 
enemy  a  conviction  of  their  power  to  re- 
sist his  eflTorts ;  and  it  was  only  by  soch  a 
peace  that  they  codd  giveto  the  exhaast- 
ed  powers  of  Europe,  safety,  indepen- 
dence, and  prosperity. 

A  pause  of  some  lensth  here  ensoed. 
The  question  was  put,  and  was  about  to  be 
carried  without  discussion,  when 

Mr.  Gifiimii|^  rost,  and  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowiag  effect :     . 

Sir ;  I  hare  no  intention  to  interropt 
tile  unanimity  with  which  the  question  in 
your  hand  seems  about  to  be  carried.  I 
have  waited  until  the  rery  last  moment 
in  the  expectation  that  the  rumour  which 
has  been  so  currently  circulated  of  an- 
amendment  to  be  proposed  fVom  another 
quarter,  would  be  realised  ;  having  myself 
no  amendment  to  offer ;  and  wishing  ibr 
the  conrenience  of  the  order  of  debate,  to 
follow  rather  than  to  precede  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  who' was  expected  to 
propose  one.  But  no  such  propositi  on  being 
made,  and  the  question  being  put  from 
the  chair,  I  cannot  allow  it  to  pass  with- 
out explaining  the  grounds  on  which  I 
concur  in  the  Address  that  has  been  moved, 
and  the  qualifications  with  which  I  feel  my- 
self bound  to  accompany  that  concurrence. 

Sir,  Whatever  amendment,  if  any,  had 
been  proposed,  I  should  have  felt,  that 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  and 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
House  and  the  country  are  placed,  it 
iwoold  have  been  desirable,'  in  making 
om*  decision  between  two  different  forms 
of  address,  to  decide  in  favour  of  that 
^hjch  would  least  pledge  our  judgment, 
and  woold  allow  the  greatest  freedom  to 
am  future  deliberations.  In  the  first 
session  of  a  new  parliament, — a  parlia- 
ifient  too  in  which  there  is  a  greater  in- 
fbsion  of  new  members  than  is  ordinarily 
teen  on  a  change  in  the  representation ; 
in  a  state  of  public  affairs  so  complicated 
as  that  in  which  the  country  is  at  this 
moment  placed, — when  we  are  called 
npon  Co  answer  a  speech  fi'om  the  throne, 
embracing  so  many  important  topics 
upon  many  of  which  enquiry  and  infor- 
mation may  be  requisite,  it  would  have 
beeir  bigbfy  undesirable  that  this  House 


shou14  pledge  itself,  in  any  way,  by  a 
precipitate  decision ;  and  as  any  amend* 
ment  that  could  have  been  proposed, 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  more 
precise  than  the  Address  moved  by  the  . 
noble  lord,  I  should  undoubtedly  have 
preferred  the  original  Address  to  such  an 
amendment.  The  Address,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  its  tendency, 
very  properly  abstains  from  pledging  the 
House  to  any  thing  farther,  than  that  to 
which  every  individual  in  the  House,  and 
every  individual  in  the  cotmtry,  must  be 
ready  to  testify  an  instant  and  cordial 
assent,  namely,  to  the  aflbrding  every  pos- 
sible support  to  the  executive  government* 
in  the  great  contest  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. It  goes  no  farther  than  to  rejoice 
at  the  fortunate,  and  to  lament  the  un- 
fortunate, occurrences  of  the  last  six 
months ;  to  promise  every  aid  that  may 
be  necessary  to  improve  the  former,  to  re- 
pair the  latter,  ard  to  bring  the  whofe  to 
a  happy  issue.  In  thesre  pledges.  Sir,  I 
trust  that  every  man  who  hears  me,  and 
I  am  confident  that  an  incalculable  ma- 
jority of  the  country  at  large  are  prepared, 
without  hesitation,  to  concur. 

But,  if  the  Address  proposed  by  the 
noble  lord,  however  unexceptitnable  in 
its  general  tenour,  had  beet\  allowed  to 
pass  without  comment  or  observation,  it 
might  possibly  be  inferred  that  every  man 
who  had  concurred  in  it  was  bound  to  ap- 
prove the  details  of  every  measure  re- 
ferred to  in  it,  and  that  all  enquiry  was 
precluded  by  this  unanimous  and  approv- 
ing vote,  on  points  which  might  here- 
after  appear  to  require  further  illustration. 
It  is  merely  to  i^uard  myself  against  such 
a  sweeping  conclusion,  that  I  presume,  SSr, 
at  the  present  moment,  to  detain  you  and 
the  House  for>a  short  time,  while  I  ex- 
plain my  sentiments  on  several  of  the 
topics  comprehended  in  the  noble  lord's 
Address.    . 

Sir,  the  general  view  of  odr  situation 
naturally  divides  it&elf  into  domestic  and 
foreign ;  and  the  foreign  portion  of  that 
view  into  the  contemplation  of  three  dis- 
tinct wars,  in  which  we  are  principals  or 
accessaries. — ^The  first  is  the  war  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  which  we  are  cheering 
with  our  encouragement,  animating  with 
our  applause,  and  following  in  its  progress 
from  day  to  day  with  our  fondest  hopes 
and  most  lively  anxieties ;  but  with  re- 
spect to  which  our  situation  is  that  of 
deeply  interested  spectators  rather  than  of 
active  partisans.    The  second  is  the  war 
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in  the  peninsula,  carried  on  principally 
from  our  own  resources,  aided  however  in 
some  degree  by  those  of  the  allies  whose 
'  cause  is  immediately  concerned;  and 
•  upon  the  measure  of  whose  co-operation, 
therefore,  our  success  must  in  the  same 
degreedepend.  The  third  is  the  war  whh 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  which 
we  are  engaged  alone,  and  in  the  conduct 
of  which,  therefore,  our  goyernmentis 
cxcIosiTely  responsible. 

With  respett.  Sir,  to  the.  war  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  it  was  well  said  by  the 
noble  lord  who  moved  the  Address,  that 
it  is  the  child  of  that  great  effort  in  the 
peninsula,  which  has  enabled  Europe  to 
reflect  on  its  condition,  and  has  roused  it 
to  a  struggle  for  emancipation.  There 
can  be  but  one  feeling— that  of  unbounded 
sul miration— 'at  the  great  efforts  which 
Russia  has  made.  Noble  indeed  has  been 
the  straggle,  and  glorious  beyond  antici- 
pation the  results  m  that  quarter;'— there 
—even  there,  where  the  tyrant  of  the 
world  doubtlessly  anticipated  an  easy  vic- 
tory, and  concluded,  from  former  experi- 
ence, that  one  decisive  battle  would  be 
the  precursor  of  an  abject  peace — there, 
where  thinking  that  be  knew  his  man, 
and  that  he  should  have  only  one  man  to 
cope  with,  and  to  cajole,  he  found  what 
he  had  forgotten  to  take  into  his  estimate, 
a  nation ;— where  imagining  that,  having 
issued  a  bulletin  and  taken  a  fori,  his 
work  was  done,  he  unexpectedly  found  a 
countless  population  thronging  to  the 
standard  ot  their  sovereign,  prepared  for 
exertions  and  for  sacrifices  such  as  the 
world  has  seldom,  if  ever,  witnessed  be- 
fore ;  and  opposing  not  merely  with  the 
arms  of  a  disciplined  soldiery,  not  merely 
with  the  physical  mass  of  impenetrable 
multitudes,  but  with  famine  and  with  fire,' 
with  the  voluntary  destruction  of  their 
own  resources,  and  with  the  conflagration 
of  their  own  homes,  the  progress  of  his 
desolating  ambition.  Sir,  there  is  no  roan 
who  can  contemplate  the  recent  occur- 
rences in  the  north  of  Europe  without 
feeling  his  heart  bum  within  him.  There 
is  no  man  who  can  contemplate  them 
without  exulting  at  the  defeat  of  those 

Erinciples  of  n^lse  philosophy  which, 
aving  first  misled  the  world,  have  at 
length  deceived  those  by  whom  they 
were  originally  asserted.  Th€  invader  of 
Russia  flattered  himself,  as  the  noble  mover 
of  the  Address  has  justly  observed,  that  a 
nation,  to  which  he  affixed  the  appellation 
of  barbarous,  and  which  he  pictured  to 
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himself  as  in  e  condition  of  de^^rading 
and  disheartening  servitude,  could  eater- 
tain  no  generous  and  patriotic  sentimenU 
He  had  yet  to  learn,  that  there  is  a  prin- 
ciple of  instinctive  patriotism,  which  pre- 
vails even  over  the  vice  of  positive  insti- 
tutions; he   bad  to  learn  that  in  spite  of 
the  doctrines,  and  it  may  be  added  of  too 
many  of  the  events  of  the  last  twenty  yeKrs, 
it  is  not  an  universal  truth  that  before  the 
people  of  any  country  determine  to  resist 
an  invader,  they  coldly  speculate  on  ail 
the  possible  improvements  to  be  made  by 
regenerating  laws  in  the  actual  condition 
of  their  sociekv,  that  they  refuse  to  draw 
a  sword  in  derence  of  their  altars  or  their 
fire^sides,  until  they  have  weighed  well 
the  question,  whether  they  be  worth  de- 
fending, and  entered  at  lull  leisure  and 
with  all  imaginable  research  into  a  com- 
parative anatomy  of  various  political  con- 
stitutions.   Sir,  the  invader  of  Russia  has 
found  that  the  natural  feelings  of  man, 
the  sacred  attachment  to  home,  the  ties 
of  custom,  of  family,  of  kindred,  are 
enough  to  arouse  resistance  to  a  foreign 
invader,   come    though    he    may   with 
splendid  promises  of  freedom  and  im- 
provement; that  he  may  be  resisted,  and 
gallantly  and  effectually  resisted,  by  those 
whom  he  proposes  to  regenerate,  not  merely 
because  it  may  be  apprehended  that  he 
might  not  realize    those    promises,  but 
simply  because  he  is  a  foreigner  and  an 
invader.    Sir,  if  this  were  to  be  the  sole 
result  of  what  has  taken  place  in  the 
north,  it  would  be  an  invaluable  addition 
to,—- or  rather  it  would  be  a  timely  and 
salutary  revival  of,  those  ancient  maxims  of 
national  independence^  which  the  convol* 
sions  of  the  modem  world  have  almost 
buried  in  oblivion.    But  is  this  all  ?    Can 
any  man  who  looks  at  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Buonaparte,  vt ith  what  wonderful 
ability  soever  he  may  have  rescued  him- 
self from  former  difficulties,  (and  I  am 
sure,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  him  the 
possession  of  stupendous  ability)  bot  can 
any  man  look  at  his  present  condition,, 
and  so  chastise  his  feelings  as  not  to  en- 
tertain a  sanguine  hope  of  events  most  de- 
cisively favourable  to  the  general  cause  of 
Europe  ? 

This,  Sir,  is  the  view  which  I  at  least 
take  of  this  subject.  So  far  as  I  can 
be  apprised  of  the  circumstances,  I  give 
full  credit  to  ministers  for  the  conduct 
which  they  appear  to  have  pursued  to- 
wards Russia— ^m  what  regards  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  for  (what  I 
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Ukt  for  grapt^d  to  be^  their  intention  tp 
give  to  the  emperor  of  kossia  every  pos* 
•ibie  aid  in  the  prosecbtion  of  the  war, 
when  once  besun.  I  understand  them  to 
)>ave  abstained  from  any  advice  or  inter- 
ference tefidipj|r  to  urg9  the  emperor  of 
Biiasia  to  embark  in  a  war,  which,  had  it 
been  carried  on  with  ordinary  means, 
or  in  an  ordinary  »pirit — had  St  not 
been  national — bad  it  not  been  a  war 
of  the  people  as  ifell  as  of  the  go« 
Teroment,— must  ere  now  have  led  to 
Jhis  ruin.  I  give  them  credit  at  the 
same  tipe  for  having  hailed  with  admi- 
ration and  delight,  the  first  symptoms 
of  such  a  determined  spirit  on  the  part 
both  of  tjie  government  and  of  the  people 
of  Russia,  as  has  been  exhibited  in  this 
unexampled  campaign;  and  for  having 
endeavoured  to  aid  a  contest  begun  (with- 
out their  advice)  by  Russia,  for  Russian 
objects,  and  conducted  by  Russian  coun- 
cils, with  purely  Russian  energy  and  zea], 
as  warmly,  as  if  it  had  been  commenced 
at  their  instigation. 

But  here.  Sir,  a  question  arises,  respect- 
ing which  some  future  explanation  seems 
to  me  indispensable.  How  has  it  hap- 
pened, that  having  made  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  Sweden,  upon  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  congratulate  the  Prince  Regent ; 
and  having  for  the  last  six  months  beard- 
notes  of  .preparation  in  every  port  of  that 
kingdom,  how  happens  it  that  the  power 
of  Sweden  has  not  been  brought  to  bear 
in  aid  of  the  Russian  cause,  at  a  moment 
when,  if  ever,  the  interposition  of  a  third 
power  might  have  been  decisive  of  the 
contest  ?  To  this  question  I  do  not  desire 
an  immediatit  reply ;  but  I  cannot  vote  for 
an  Address  containing  a  congratulation  on 
the  Conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  Sweden, 
and  at  the  same  time  observe  Buonapart6 
retreating,  and  in  a  situation  which  an  ef- 
fective attack  on  his  rear  might  render 
doubly  perilous,  without  asking,  what  im- 
pediment prevented  the  co-operation  of 
Sweden,  and  whether  that  impediment 
was  indeed  such  as  it  was  not  in  human 
foresight  to  anticipate,  or  in  human  wis- 
dom to  remove  ?  The  treaty  with  Swe- 
den is  not  before  the  House ;  I  can 
therefore  argue  upon  it  only  from  the  ge- 
neral information,  which  every  one  pos- 
sesses. But,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten, 
that  in  concluding  this  treaty,  the  court 
of  St.  James's  and  that  of  Stockholm, 
did  not  stand  on  an  exact  footing  of  equa- 
lity. We  had  a  boon  to  grant,  for  which 
we  had  a  right  to  require  an  equivalent. 

(  VOL.  3LXIV. ) 


At  all  time8»  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
new  dynasty  (to  say  nothing  of  ah  tisur- 
pation)  i%  counted  as  a  concession  for 
which,  if  necessary  or  desirable,  a  com- 
pensation may  be  demanded.  In  the 
treaty  with  Sweden,  we  beg^an  with  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  new  dynasty,  and 
incidentally  of  the  Frenchman  who  is  now 
the  crown  prince,  and  eventually  heir  to 
the  throne.  That  an  equivalent  for  this 
acknowledgment  should  have  been  re- 
quired merely  for  the  sake  of  maintaining 
the  principle  and  the  right,  I  am  not  so  pe- 
dantic or  so  scrupulous  as  to  pretend  :  but 
with  Russia  in  the  situation  in  which  she 
was,  1  think  our  right  ought  not  to  have 
been  improvidently  wAved,  if  we  could 
have  stipulated  any  thing  for  her  benefit. 
That  such  a  stipulation  must  have  been 
in  our  contemplation  when  we  made  peace 
with  Sweden,  there  can  be  no  doubt :  it 
remains  to  be  explained,  bow  that  stipa-  • 
lation  has  been  missed,  or  has  been  ren- 
dered inefficient. 

In  considering  the  war  in  Russia,  as  ^ 
arising  out  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  * 
(the  view  of  it  taken  by  the  noble  lord), 
a  new  question  arises.  Hitherto  we  hare 
carried  on  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  with 
no  relation  to  any  other  nations  than 
those  which  inhabited  the  peninsula  itself. 
But  our  efforts  in  the  peninsula  are  no 
lonffer  to  be  considered  as  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  the  interests  of  Portugal  and 
Spain;  it  is  not  for  their  sakes,  or  for 
our  own  Snd  theirs,  alone,  that  we  were 
under  an  obligation  to  prosecute  vigorous- 
ly a  contest,  on  the  faiih  of  the  vigoroaa 
prosecution  of  which  Russia  involved  her- 
self in  hostilities  With  France.  I  have  al- 
ready 'said,  that  judging  what  must  pro- 
bably have  been  the  language  held  by  our 
government  to  Russia,  I  entirely  and 
unequivocally  approve  it.  I  believe  ctar 
government  to  have  said  to  the  court  of 
St.  Petersborgh,  '*  if  you  engage  in  a  war 
with  France  with  a  view  to  your  own  in-> 
teretts,  we  will  help  you  as  far  as  we  may 
be  able ;  but  depend  not  on  our  direct 
and  immediate  aid.  Our  principal  efforts 
must  be  made  in  the  peninsula,  and  in 
making  them  there  we  shall  do  more  to- 
wards your  assistance  than  by  any  pecu- 
niary or  military  support  that  we  should 
be  able  to  afford  yon."  That,  I  take. 
Sir,  to  have  been  the  language  held  to 
Russia ;  and  it  was  wise  language.  Hav- 
ing held  it,  it  behoved  us  to  striin  every 
nerve  in  the  peninsula,  to  make  good  the 
expectations  which  we  had  raised. 
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While,  therefore,  I  cordially  join   in 
every  word  of  the  Address  which  congra-  • 
tulateai  his  Royal  Highness  on  the  splendid 
exploits   of  our  army  in  the  peninsula, 
and  of  their  gallant  and  immortal  leader, 
if  I  am  called  upon  to  declare  that  the 
result  of  those  brilliant  exploits,  such  as 
we  now  see  it,  has  satisfied  the  hope  and 
expectations  of  the  country,  I  must  beg 
leave  expressly  to  guard  myself  against 
being  supposed  to  concur  in  that,  inter- 
pretation of  the  Address.    Do  I,  therefore, 
count  the  victory  of  Salamanca  as  no- 
thing, even  if  its  consequences  terminated 
on  the  plains  upon  which  it  was  fought  ? 
Certainly  not     1,  who  held  up  the  barren 
laurels,  (as  they  were  often  described),  of 
Talavera,  to  the  admiration  of  the  country, 
can  hardly  be  suspected  of  a  disposition  to 
withhold  my  applause  from  the  splendid 
achievement  of  Salamanca,  even  had  no 
result  proceeded  from   it  but  the  acqui- 
sition of  national  glory.     But,  Sir,  I  am 
compelled  to  compare  the  hopes  which 
the  victory  of  Salamanca  inspired,  with 
the  situation  of  our  afiairs  in  the  penin- 
sula presented  to  us  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session.    It  is  impossible  for  any 
man  not  in  an  oflQcial  situation,  actually 
to  demonstrate  that  we  could  have  made 
greater  efiforts  in  the  peninsular  war,  or,  if 
we  had   made  greater  efforts,  that  they 
would  have  been  successful.    Oo  a  former 
occasion— an  occasion  which  occurred  not 
in  this  House,  but  in  the  course  of  trans- 
actions which  took  place  last  year,  and 
ii^hich   became   matter   of    publicity — I 
mean.    Sir,  during  the  negociations  last 
year  for  the  formation  of  a  new  admi- 
nistration, I  studiously  and  explicitly  de« 
clined  giving  a  decided  opinion  myself,  or 
concurring  in  an  opinion  given  by  others, 
(with  whom  in  most  points  of  public  mo- 
ment I  did  concur),  that  the  scale  of  the 
war  in  the  peninsula  hail    not  been  as 
great  as    our    means  .might  enable    us 
to  make  it.    I  had  not  then  the  materiaU 
for  forming  a  confident,  much  less  a  cri- 
minatory judgment  upon  that  point.    I 
have  not  those  materials  now.     It  would 
require  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  the  military,  fand  the  pecuniary  means 
of  the  country,  which,  out  of  office,  and 
without   any  official  information  as  yet 
laid  before  parliament,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  possess.    But  this  information  must  be 
laid  byfore  us.    And  in  the  mean  time  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  allow,  that  the  primd 
iade  case  i>f  such  successes,  terminating 
in  such  a  retreat,  does  call  fur  explanation. 
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I  cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that  if  there  be 
in  the  power  of  ministers  any  means  yet 
untried— any  efibrt  yet  unattempted— any 
resources  yet  unexplored— «ny  accumola- 
tion  of  force  yet  omitted — any  increase 
of  energy  yet  delayed — not  only  such  ad- 
ditional exertion  ought  to  be  immediately 
made,  but  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
made  long  ago.  If  a  reinforcement  can 
be  sent  out  now,  it  is  for  ministers  to 
prove  that  it  could  not  have  been  sent 
out  before.  If  any  measure  ban  now  be 
adopted  by  which  the  disposable  force  of 
the  country  may  be  augmented,  the  bar- 
den  is  on  ministers  to  prove  that  such  a 
measure  could  not  have  been  taken  six 
months  ago ;  when,  instead  of  retrieviojg 
reverses,  it  might  have  ensured  a  conti-> 
nuance  of  success.  If  ministers  have  it 
in  contemplation  at  present  to  call  on  the 
country  to  make  any  extraordinary  effort, 
why  was  not  that  call  made  in  July  last? 
Why  was  not  the  last  session  of  the  last 
parliament  prolonged  for  that  purpose  ?  I 
can,  therefore,  concur  in  the  implied  ap- 
probation of  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula,  only  on  the  understanding  that 
It  shall  be  hereafter  Ahewn  that  government 
did  not  possess  the  means  of  making  any 
additional  efibrt,  to  bring  the  contest  to  a 
favourable  termination.  The  higher  we 
estimate  lord  Wellington's  merit,  and  no 
man  is  disposed  to  estimate  it  more  high- 
ly than  myself,  the  more  should  we  regret 
any  misplaced  economy,  any  shrinking 
from  exertion  that  had  a  tendency  to 
cripple  his  operations,  and  prevent  him 
from  attaining  those  imporunt  objects 
which  his  great  mind  had  in  contempla- 
tion.  It  is  difficult,  as  I  have  already 
said,  to  prove  to  a  demonstration  that 
more  might  have  been  done.  But  if  I 
were  put  to  the  question,  I  mqdt  say, 
that  I  believe  that  greater  efforts  might 
have  been  made,  and  I  believe,  that  if 
those  efforts  had  been  made,  they  might 
have  proved  eminently,  nay,  perhaps  con* 
clusively  successful. 

To  those.  Sir,  who  habitually  despond 
of  the  means  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try; who  think  that  she  has  taken  her 
stand  too  high  ahiong  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  that  she  ought  to  return  to  her 
proper  level,  to  shrink  into  her  shell,  I 
may  expose  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
insanity,  when  I  talk  of  extending  our  mi- 
litary exertions.  But  I  will  ask  those 
gentlemen,  whether  if  the  eflbrts  which 
we  have  lately  been  making  had  been 
predicted  ten  years  ago,  the  prophecy 
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voald  not  bave  been  recei?ed  witb  ab- 
salute  derision.  Bat  whether  it  be  tnie 
or  no  that  the  resources  of  the  country  are« 
(as  I  believe  the  spirit  of  the  country  to 
be),  adequate  to  an  extension  of  our  ex- 
ertions in  the  peninsular  war,  must^  I  allow^ 
be  matter  of  discussion  hereafter.  This* 
at  least*  is  certain,  that  the  imagination  of 
man  could  hardly  devise  a  situation  of  af- 
fairs in' Europe  so  favourable  to  a  great 
effort  as  that  which  has  recently  occurred. 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war*  since  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
volutionary war*  the  power  of  France  was 
never  so  thoroughly  occupied.  Never  has 
she  played  so  deep  a  game ;  never  has  her 
hazard  been  so  mighty;  never  has  her 
.  ruin  been  so  near  its  accomplishment. 
While  the  strength  of  France  was  wither- 
ing in  the  north*  Oh!  that  we  had  had 
the  meana  of  pushing  to  a  successful  ex- 
tent our  efforu  in  the  peninsula  !  With 
such  a  general*  and  such  a  cause*  what 
might  we  not  have  justly  expected !-— a 
ffeneral  of  whom  it  is  not  too  much  to  say* 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the  scope 
of  action  opened  to  him*  he  would  have 
made  it  one  continued  scene  of  glory  to 
himself  and  bis  country.  Looking  at 
what  he  has  already  done*  with  means 
comparatively  so  limited*  is  it  extravagant 
to  presume*  that  with  an  increase*  even  a 
small  increase  of  force*  he  might  have 
occupied  Madrid*  not  merely  as  the  ex- 
tremity* but  as  the  centre  of  his  opera- 
tions ?  Considering  the  present  state  of 
France*  and  the  general  discontent  that 
must  pervade  that  country*  considering 
the  situation  of  Buonaparte*  struggling 
with  unexpected  and  unprecedented  re- 
verses* war  and  famine  wearing  down 
bis  exhausted  legions  in  the  north,  might 
not  lord  Wellington  before  this  time*  in- 
stead of  retreating  within  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal*  have  been  advancing  to  the 
boundaries  of  Spain*  and  hovering  from 
the  brow  of  the  Pyrenean  mountains  over 
insurgent  provinces  of  the  French  em- 
pire? 

But  however  questionable  it  may  ap- 
pear to  some  gentlemen*  whether  such  an 
extension  of  our  military  efforts  was  in- 
deed within  our  power*  clear  at  least*  I 
apprehend  it  will  be  admitted  (oJbe*  that 
our  power  alone  ought  to  have  been  the 
limit  of  our  exertions ;— the  principle  at 
least  will  be  admitted*  that  an  economy 
In  war  which  restricts  and  husbands  our 
efl^rts*  is  the  worst  description  of  econo- 
my;  and  that  a  great  exertion*  tending  to 


a  sudden  decision  of  |he  contest*  at  an 
opportunity  peculiarly  favourable*  al- 
though it  may  be  accompanied  with  two- 
fold cost, — is  best  calculated  to  bring  a 
contest  to  a  speedy  and  honourable  termi- 
nation, and  therefore  most  congenial  to 
the  interests  as  well  as  the  character  of 
the  country.  And  however  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  this  doctrine  could  be 
practically  applied  to  the  contest  in  the 
peninsula*  no  man,  1  presume,  will  deny 
It  to  have  been  both  within  our  power  to 
apply*  and  peculiarly  applicable  to  that 
thira  contest  in  which  we  are  exclusively 
engaged—- 1  mean  the  war  with  America. 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  ex- 
pressing what  every  man  In  the  country 
feels  in  common  with  myself — an  anxious 
wish  that  two  nations*  bound  to  each 
other  by  so  many  ties  of  consanguinity 
and  interest,  should  remain  in  a  state  of 
amity.  Bat*  Sir*  with  America  as  with 
any  other  country*  when  once  the  die  was 
cast*  when  once  war  was  manifestly  inevi* 
table*  it  became  us  to  be  prompt  in  oqr 
measures*  and, by  vigorous  proceedings*  to 
bring  the  contest  to  a  speedy  and  succesful 
termination.  The  Address  moved  by  the 
noble  lord  states,  that  we  learn  from  his 
Royal  Highness*  that  the  declaration  of 
war  by  America  was  issued  at  a  time 
when  circumstances  led  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  hope,  that  the  disputes  between 
the  two  countries  might  be  amicably  ar- 
ranged. If,  Sir,  the  Address  had  stated 
that  as  our  opinion,  1  could  not  have 
assented  to  such  a  statement.  In  receiv- 
ing the  opinion  from  his  Royal  High- 
ness, we  must  presume  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  speak  from  sources  of  intelligence 
not  open  to  us.  From  any  observation 
which  I  bad  the  means  of  making  at 
the  time,  I  must  say  plainly  that,  when 
the  declaration  of  war  reached  this  coun- 
try from  America,  (I  believe  it  reached 
us  on  the  day  on  which  the  last  par- 
liament was  prorogued)  I  did  not  en- 
tertain the  slightest  expectation,  nor  was 
there  on  the  face  of  the  document,  the 
slightest  justification  of  any  expectation, 
that  what  had  been  done  in  this  country 
would  remove  the  causes  which  had  in- 
duced America  to  go  to  war  with  us.  For 
in  that  declaration*  the  demand  for  the  re- 
scinding of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which 
had  hitherto  been  insisted  on  by  America* 
and  still  more  by  those  who  argued  in 
favour  of  America  on  this  side  of  the 
water*  yras  studiously  postponed  to  many 
other  grievances.    If  America  had  ever 
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intended  to  close  >vitb  us  on  the  Orderi 
in  Council,  she  had  evidently  reviewed 
that  intention,  and  bad  come  to  a  de- 
liberate determination  to  go  to  war  with 
us  unless  we  should  likewise  make  every 
other  concession  that  she  demanded. 
It  was  evident,  then,  that  the  revoca> 
tion  of  the  Orders  in  Council  alone  could 
not  restore  peace ;  and  therefore.  Sir, 
until  I  obtain  better  information  than  that 
of  which  I  am  at  present  possessed,  I  must 
continue  to  think  that,  war  having  been 
declared  by  America,  all  that  remained  to 
this  country  was,  to  determine  how  the 
war  could  best  be  carried  on.  The  best 
way  to  carry  on  any  war  is  the  way  that 
will  lead  soonest  to  peace ;  it  is  by  vigour, 
not  by  forbearance  and  hesitation ;  it  is 
by  exertions  calculated  to  make  an  enemy 
leer  and  dread  our  power;  that  such  an 
enemy  as  America,  an  enemy  making  a 
war  of  experiment,  of  experiment  oi^  her 
own  force,  and  on  your  patience,  would 
be  soonest,  and  most  effectually  brought  to 
reason.  Sir,  I  would  go  to  the  ex- 
treme verge  of  concession  to  preserve 
peace;  but  when  the  preservation  of  peace 
becomes  hopeless,  I  would  not  dilute  my 
measures  of  hostility^  I  would  not  by 
a  series  of  maukish  palliatives,  convert 
war,  which  is  naturally  an  acute  distem- 
per, into  a  chronical  one ;  and  incorporate 
It  with  the  habitual  system  of  the  coun- 
try. 

'fhis  war  with  America,  which  a  prompt 
exertion  might  presently  have  subdued 
and  swept  away,  has  been  nursed  up  by 
this  petty  policy^  until  it  is  probablv 
fastened  .upon  us  for  a  considerable  period. 
I  will  ask  any  man,  whether,  if  two  years 
ago,  in  the  contemplation  of  a  war  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  it  had  been 
prophesied  to  him,  that  after  six  months 
of  hostilities,  the  only  maritime  trophies 
gained  in  the  contest  would  be  on  the  side 
of  the  United  States,*  and  our  only  conso- 
lation that  we  had  not  been  conquered  by 
land,  he  would  not  have  treated  such  a 
prediction  as  an  insult  to  the  might,  the 
grandeur,  and  the  character  of  this  coun- 
try ?  It  is  true.  Sir.  we  have  not  been 
conquered  by  land.  I  am  sure,  I  am 
disposed  to  pay  my  tribute  of  admiration 
to  our  gallant  troops  in  Canada,  and  my 
tribute  of  regret  to  their  heroic  leader, 
with  as  much  sincerity  of  feeling  as  any 
man  ;  for  individual  heroism  and  self- 
devotion,  under  any  circumstances^  are 
glorious ;  but  really.  Sir,  what  has  hap- 
pened in  Canada  is  not  a  matter  of  great 
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triumph,  t. really  lieverdifl  suppose  that 
we  should  be  conquered.  It  never  en- 
tered into  my  mind  that  we  should  be 
compelled  to  seek  for  such  a  consolation* 
It  never  entered  into  my  mind  that  the 
mighty  naval  power  of  England  would  be 
allowed  to  sleep  while  our  commerce  wad 
swept  from  the  surface  of  the  Atlantic  ; 
and  that  at  the  end  of  six  months  war  it 
would  be  proclaimed  in  a  8|>eech  frotn  thfe 
throne,  that  the  time  ^as  now  at  lengkh 
come,  when  the  long-withheld  thunder  of 
Britain  must  be  launched  against  an  im* 
placable  foe,  and  the  fulness  of  her  power 
at  length  drawn  forth.  It  never  enteredl 
into  my  mind  that  we  should  send  a 
fleet  to  take  rest  and  shelter  in  our  own 
ports  in  North  America,  and  that  we 
should  then  attack  ttie  American  potU 
with  a  flag  of  truce. 

When  his  Royal  Highness  'teTl^  us  that, 
at  the  period  of  the  American  declaration 
of  war,  there  were  circumstances  which 
led  him  to  believe  that  peace  might  be 
restored,  it  must  be  that  those  circum- 
stances were  of  a  nature  of  which  we 
and  the  public  are  wholly  ignorant, 
but  which  in  due  time  may,  perhaps, 
be  disclosed,  and  may  then  bear  out 
such  a  belief.  But  certainly,  on  the  face 
of  the  American  declaration,  any  mad 
must  observe  a  studied  mind  to  prevent 
pacification,  or  at  least  to  defer  it ;  and 
as  to  Canada,  the  desire  entertained  by  the 
American  government  to  possess  that  pro^ 
vince,  is  not  much  frowned  upon  even  by 
those  Americans  who  are  the  best  disposed 
towards  this  country.  As  an  additional 
proof  of  the  true  tone  and  character  of  the 
American  declaration,  let  it  not  be  for« 
gotten,  that  immediately  after  the  promul* 
gation  of  it  an  ambassador  to  France  was 
appointed,  whq^^raced  the  steps  of  the 
Gallic  conqueror,  through  the  realms 
which  he  had  devastated.  A  r^publicaa 
ambassador,  bearing  the  homage  of  a  free 
state  to  the  conqueror  (as  be  was  taken 
for  granted  to  be)  of  independent  Russia, 
and  authorised  to  sign,  amidst  the  smok* 
ing  ruins  of  Moscow,  a  treaty  of  hostititv' 
against  the  liberators  of  Spain !  With  such 
an  exhibition  of  republican  virtue  and  re« 
publican  love  of  liberty  before  my  eyes, 
faint,  I  confess,  were  the  hopes  which  I 
could  cherish,  of  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  America  to  conciliate  Great  Britain. 
Much  has  been  said  indeed,  and  too  much 
cannot  be  said,  or  felt,  of  the  natural  af* 
fection  that  ought  to  subsist  between  the 
two  countries;  of  the  force  of  kindred 
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blood,  of  common  lilterestd,  of  common 
]anguafi;e.  Bat,  Sirj  we  are  told  by  na- 
tural historians,  that  affectiun  descends; 
that  parents  love  their  children  more  than 
children  love  their  pafents ;  and  1  would 
ask  of  those  who,  in  this  country,  speak  of 
America  with  parental  affection,  whether 
they  do  not  begin  to  apprehend  that  they 
may  have  counted  a  httle  too  much  on  a 
reciprocity  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  their 
transatlantic  ofTspring. 

Before,  however,  I  quit  that  part  of  tke 
Address  which  relates  to  Canada,  let  me 
again-guard  myself  againstHhe  possibility 
of  being  supposed  to  undervaloe  the  he- 
roism there  displayed,  or  not  to'sef  its  due 
value  upon  that  exemplary  loyalty  in  his 
Majesty's  Canadian  subjects  which  is 
stated  m  the  Speech  from  the  throne  to 
have  remained  proof  aeainst  all  tempta- 
tion. Most  cordially  do  I  concar  in  that 
sentiment  of  approbation,  and,  adverting 
to  a  voite  wfcitb  I  had  the  honour  of  pro- 
posing to  the  House  last  year,  in  favour 
of  bis  Mafesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
let  me  remind  the  House  that  these  pro- 
vinces of  Canada,  so  assailed,  and  so  at- 
tempted to  be  seduced,  aiid  so  inaccessible 
to  seduction,  constitute  the  single  speci- 
men in  the  British  empire,  in  which  the 
Catholic  is  allowed  to  sit  side  by  side 
ivith  the  Protestant  in  the  legislature,  as 
well  as  to  fight  side  by  side  with  him  in 
the  field ! ! 

But  to  return  to  the  war.  For  this  sys- 
tem of  forbearance— of  mitigated  and  half 
afraid  hostility,  we  are  told  there  is  a  two- 
fold reason.  We  are  told  that  we  have 
friends  in  America  whom  we  should  en- 
deavour to  conciliate  by  mildness,  and 
'that  we  should  be  careful  to  pot  ourselves 
completely  in  the  right.  No  man  can  sub- 
scribe more  readily  than -I  do  to  the 
latter  proposition.  So  much  so,  indeed, 
that  I  confess,  I  should  contemplate  the 
most  splendid  victory  that  ever  aecorated 
the  historic  page  with  little  admiration,  if 
it  were  gained  in  a  cause  essentially  un* 
just.  It  may  also  be  wise  to  do  whatever 
may  depend  upon  us,  to  forward  the  po- 
litical views,  and  political  preponderance 
of  the  party  in  the  United  States; — I 
will  not  call  \i  the  English  party,  for  that 
would  be  unjust ;— but  that  party  of  good 
Americans,  who  loving  their  country,  and 
consulting  for  her  good,  maintain  the  opi- 
nion that  an  alliance  with  England  is  pre; 
ferable  to  an  alliance  with  France.  But^ 
Sir,  are  we  sure  that  by  this  system  of 
resuicted  and  inofiisnsive  honility  we  are 


really  [Haying  the  game  of  the  party 
firiendly  to  os  ?  I  doubt  it.  Here  is  k 
country  divided  into  parties,  one  of  which, 
to  deter  tlieir  conntrym^  from  war,  pre* 
dicta  the  evils  that  must  follow  hostility 
with  England  :  I  cannot  conceive  a  nao^ 
better  calculated  to  diminkti  the  influence 
of  that  party,  instead  of  upholding  it,  than 
that  of  rendering  their  prophecies  com* 
temptible,  and  enabling  those  opposed  to 
tbem  in  politics  to  appeal  to  ^diperience 
against  their  forebodings.  But  is  this  an 
ideal  picture  ?  By  no  means.  I  found 
the  other  day  the  report  of  a  speech  made 
by  one  of  the  party  in  America,  whom 
we  are  told  we  ought  to  conciliate  by  for* 
bearance.  This  gentleman  (gen.  Ger* 
man)  endeavoured  to  divert  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  from  its  warlike  resotq*- 
tions,  by  an  anticipation  of  the  evils  which 
Great  Britain  cohld  inflict  upon  America 
the  moment  that  war  vras  declared.  He 
observed,  ^  thia  tftie  iirst  consequence  of 
the  maritime  ^periority  </f  Great  Britain^ 
would  be  the  losscrf  New  Orleans,  1rom 
which  the  English  could  not  be  dislodged 
without  a  great  sacrifice  of  blood  anA 
treasure  ;  that  they  mig^  then  pass  north* 
ward  along  the  American  coast  to  Cbarleih 
ton  and  Norfolk  ;**  and  he  -asked «'  if  they 
thought  it  possible'to  defend  those  places* 
orihat  they  would  not  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  English  in  ^ix  days  }**  He  as- 
sured the  senate,  **  that  if  they  calculated 
on  the  forbearance  of  the  iSnglish,  they 
would  he  deceived ;"  and  to  ridictlle 
the  notion,  that,  afler  the  decisive  step 
of  declaring  war  had  been  taken,  any 
thing  would  postpone  for  a  day  the  ven- 
geance of  Great  Britain ;  "  You  are  not 
to  imagine,''  says  he,  '« that  England  will 
cemplaisantly  wait  till  you  are  prepared 
to-repel  her  attacks.  She  \b  not  so  sim- 
ple in  her  enmity.'' — ^Alas!  Sir,  gen. 
German  gave  us  credit  for  a  promptitude 
which  we  Uid  not  possess ;  for  a  quicker 
sense  of  insult  and  injury  than  belonga 
to  us — we  have  shewn  ourselves  more 
simple  than  the  orator  supposed  ii$. 
We  have  waited  till  America  »  .pre- 
pared. The  decisive  step  of  war  was 
taken,  and  our  vengeance  yet  sleeps* 
Nothing  has  happened  in  consequence  of 
the  Acrierican  declaration  of  war,  except 
that  America  has  captured  our  ships  and 
attacked  our  provinces.    But  as  for  the 

firophet  of  our  resentment,  his  mfluence  is 
ost  for  ever.  This  injurious  mode  of 
backing  our  firfends  by  falsifying  their  ar- 
gumentt  has  probably  silenced  the  advo* 
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cates  for  peace  with  England^  and  left  m 
without  a  predictioii  in  our  favour  on  one 
side  of  congreui  or  an  apprehension  of 
our  vengeance  on  the  oiher. — ^Tremendous 
must  have  been,  even  among  the  stoutest* 
hearted  of  the  advocates  for  war,  the  no- 
tion of  the  mischiefs  which  we  could  in« 
flict  upon  the  coasts  and  navy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  How  they  must  now  laugh  at 
their  own  apprehensions !  Tremblingly  as 
they  approached  to  the  first  acts  of  war, 
what  have  we  not  done  to  re-assure  their 
lierves^  and  to  take  away  from  them  every 
reason  to  wish  for  the  discontinuance  of 
hostilities  ? 

U,  however,  any  man  can  show  me, 
that  six  months  spent  in  impotent  hosti- 
lity, and. that  to  negociaie  with  an  enemy's 
jfleet  instead  of  capturing  it,  are  the  modes 
of  making  a  cause  just,  I  submit.  But, 
Sir,  if  it  be  so  very  desirable  to  pot  our- 
aelves  in  the  right,  surely  there  was  a 
shorter  way.  The  declaration  of  war  on 
the  part  of  America  was  received  about 
the  end  of  July.  It  imputed  to  us,  beside 
the  Orders  in  Council  (which  have  been 
sufficiently  discussed  here  to  render  any 
further  observations  upon  them  neces- 
sary), other  substantive  grounds  of  quarrel. 
This  document,  in  the  fa^e  of  the  world 
and  of  posterity,  remains  unanswered ! — 
Is  it  not  the  custom  of  European  diplo- 
macy* when  a  declaration  of  war  imputes 
to  one  nation  provocations  to  hostility,  for 
the  nation  so  accused  to  answer  ihat  de- 
claration ?  If,  then,  it  was  so  desirable  to 
be  in  the  right,  why  were  not  means  re* 
sorted  to  by  the  executive  government  to 
rebut  the  attack?  Why  is  there  not  on 
the  table  of  this  House,  and  why  was 
there  not  dispersed  through  Europe  a 
distinct  and  satisfactory  refutation  of  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  American  go- 
vernment ?— If  •  it  is  answered  that  the 
hopes  of  pacification  were  not  abandoned 
by  us,  I  reply,  that  such  a  refutation 
was  rendered  even  more  desirable  by 
the  supposed  probability  of  an  imme- 
diate restoration  of  peace.  For  had  peace 
been  concluded,  then  it  would  have  been 
too  late  :  the  accusation  would  have  been 
recorded,  and  no  public  answer  to  it  would 
have  been  in  existence. 

One  of  the  imputations,  for  instance, 
contained  in  the  declaration  is,  that  we 
had  demanded  of  America  that  she  should 
force  our  produce  and  manufactures  upon 
France.  Such  a  demand  would  have 
been  most  unreasonable  and  unjust.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  was  never  made. 
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But  it  was  highly  important  that  sacb  an 
accusation  should   be  refuted.    Another 
imputed  cause  of  war  is,  that  in   1809, 
when  we  were  engaged  in  an  amicable  ne- 
gociation  with  America,  an  emissary  was 
sent  by  our  government  into  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  to  dism'ember  the 
union,  and  to  stir  up  I  know  not  what 
disturbances.    That,  Sir,  is  acharge  which 
ought  for  our  own  character,  to  have  been 
directly  contradicted  by  our  government 
in  the  face  of  Europe.    I  speak  the  more 
anxiously    and '  earnestly  on  this  point, 
because  it  is  one   upon  which  I  might 
be  supposed  to  have  something  to  answer 
for  individually,  inasmuch  as  I  had   the 
honour  unworthily   to  hold  the  seals  of 
the  Foreign  Office  in  1809,  at  the  time 
when  this  transaction,  if   it  took  place  at 
all,  must  have  originated.    For  myself,  I 
solemnly  declare  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
world,  that  if  such  a  mission  was  dispatch- 
ed, I  had  no  knowledge  of  it;  I  was  no 
party  to  it;    I  never  heard  of  it,  until  I 
saw  it  imputed  to  the  British  government 
in  the  American  declaration.    The  indig- 
nation which  I  feel  on  my  own  account 
at  this  accusation,  I  likewise  feel  for  n&y 
sovereign  and  for  my  country.— I  hope 
and  trust  that  every  member  of  the  admi* 
nistration  of  the  time,  can  disclaim  all 
knowledge    of  any  such  transaction  as 
confidently  as  I  do.    But,  Sir,  such  a  dis* 
claimer  ought  to  have  been  made  without 
loss  of  time.     It  is  not  i;)dii!erent  to  the 
cause  and  character  of  this  country  that  it 
should  have  lain  six  months  under  such  an 
imputation.     It  may  not  be  inoperative 
as  to  the  prolongation  of  the  war  :  for  the 
American  people  may  be  better  satisfied 
with    a    war   which  they   think  has    iu 
grounds  in  justice  :  and  unrefiited  calom« 
nies  must  pass  with  them  for  substantiated 
charges. 

In  both  views,  both  for  war  and  for 
peace,  I  could  have  wished  that  the  ex* 
periment  had  been  tried  of  a  system  the 
very  reverse  of  that  which  we  have 
adopted  ;  that  we  had  been  prompt  in  re* 
futing  the  accusations  of  the  enemy,  and 
in  retaliating  his  aggression ;  instead  of 
leaving  him  oy  our  silence  and  our  inac* 
'tivity  at  once  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  bis 
attack  upon  us,  and  fearless  of  its  conse- 
quences. 

Sir,  with  respect  to  the  internal  situation 
of  the  country,  I  have  no  occasion  to  troo* 
ble  you  with  any  remark.  I  have  nothing 
to  qualify  in  my  assent  to  that  part  of  the 
Address.    There  is  only  one  point,  a  point 
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not  stated,  but  omitted  in  the  speech,  apon 
which  I  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  allade  to  the  Catholic  question. 
Sir,  I  impute  no  blame  for  the  omission  of 
this  stibject  in  the  speech,  because  I  do 
not  conceive  that  the  operation  of  the  Re- 
solution which  I  had  the  honour  to  pro- 
pose last  year,  and  which  this  House 
adopted,  was  to  impose  on  the  executive 
government  the  duty  of  originating  the 
consideration  of  the  Catholic  question.  I 
originally  had  in  contemplation  a  motion 
which  would  have  imp(»ed  on  the  exe- 
cutive government  such  a  duty ;  but 
as  objections  were  made  by  gentlemen 
whose  support  I  wished  to  secure  to  trans- 
ferring the  care  and  guardianship  of  this 
important  question  from  parliament  to  the 
exf  cutive  government,  I  contented  myself 
with  moving  a  resolution  declaratory  of 
the  determination  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons.  This  resolution  being  laid  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  did  not,  as  I  think,  im- 
pose on  the  executive  government  the 
duty  of  originating  the  question ;  it  did 
impose  on  them  the  duty  of  making  up 
their  minds  to  meet  the  discussion  to 
which  this  House  thus  pledged  itself. 
When  that  discussion  shall  come,  I  shall 
\>e  satisfied  if  I  find  that  government  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  meet  it  in  a 
manly  manner.  Those  who  remember  the 
occurrences  of  the  debate  which  took  place 
upon  that  motion  of  mine  which  pledged 
the  House  to  consider  the  subject  this  ses- 
sion, will  recollect  that  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  bon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Ponsonby ),  seconded  by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman  near  him 
(Mr.  Whiilyead),  1  most  willinglv  con- 
sented to  surrender  the  fiirther  conduct  of 
the  discussion  upon  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion into  the  hands  of  that  venerable 
individual  (Mr.  Grattan),  who  has  so  fre- 
quently brought  it  forward  in  this  House, 
and  whostt  experience  and  ability  and 
eloquence  are  so  well  calculated  to  do  it 
full  justice.  I  was  myself  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  follow  up  my  motion  by  bring- 
ing the  whole  subject  this  session  in  a  spe- 
cific and  practical  shape  before  parlia- 
Dient  But,  considering  the  prior  claims 
of  that  right  boq.  gentleman,  I  did  not 
think  it  right  to  resist  the  appeal  made  to 
mo  in  his  behalf,  for  the  restitution  into 
bis  bands,  of  a  question  so  peculiarly  his 
own.  Into  his  hands  I  cheerfully  resigned 
it;  In  his  hands  I  most  heartily  wish  it 
siccess.'  So  far  as  the  general  principle 
of  bis  measure  goes,  he  may  be  assured  of 


my  humble,  but  zealous  and  hearty  sop- 
port  and  co-operation.  Unacquainted  as 
I  am  with  the  nature  of  the  plan  which  he 
may  have  in  contemplation,  I  of  course 
must  not  be  considered  as  pledged  to  its 
details.  I  must  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  of  acting  upon  them  to  the  best  ot 
my  own  judgment  and  discretion ;  but  I 
shall  be  deeply  disappointed  indeed  if 
they  should  be  such  as  to  create  any  ma- 
terial difference  of  opinion. 

Sir,  with  the  qualifications  which  I  have 
stated,  I  cordially  concur  in  the  Address 
so  far  as  it  goes  to  pledge  with  heart  and 
soul  all  the  means  and  resources  of  the 
country  to  the  prosecution  of  the  several 
contests  in  which  we  are  engaged,  la 
my  conscience  I  believe  that  there  are  no 
present  means  of  terminating  ihem  with 
safety  and  with  honour.  I  am  persuaded, 
(in  the  spirit  of  the  observations  made  by 
the  seconder  of  the  Address,)  that  the 
greater  the  vigour  with  which  we  carry 
on  the  war,  the  nearer  shall  we  be  to  the 
attainiAent  of  peace.  It  is  not  by  hesita- 
tion and  indecision  that  we  can  hope  to 
attain  that  object,  but  by  manly  and  in- 
defatigable perseverance ;  by  strenuous 
and  unrelaxed  exertion. 

The  Speaker  again  pot  the  question,  and 
no  member  00  the  opposition  bench 
shewing  a  disposition  to  rise. 

Lord  Coitkrtagh  said,  that  as  the  only 
task  apparently  to  be  imposed  on  minis* 
ters  this  night,  was  rather  to  give  expla^ 
nation  on  points  which  might  call  for  for« 
ther  investigation  hereafter,  than  to  meet 
opposition  on  any  of  the  political  features 
of  the  government,  or  of  the  subjects 
contained  in  the  Prince  Eegent's  Speech, 
he  should  not  find  it  necessary  to  enter 
very  minutely  into  the  consideration  of 
the  various  matters  which  had  been  touch- 
ed upon.  Considering  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  to  be  calling  for  explanation,  rather 
than  as  diflfering  in  opinion  from  those 
who  had  preceded  him,  he  (lord  C.) 
had  waited  in  the  expectation,  that  if  any 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  had 
further  information  to  require,  that  they 
would  state  what  such  information  was, 
and  thus  enable  him  at  the  same  time  to 
reply  to  them,  and  endeavour  to  satisfy 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  It  wi|s  no  small 
gratification  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
Prince  Regent's  ministers,  at  this  m6- 
mentous  and  difficult  crisis  >of  the  world, 
to  find,  on  the  opening  of  a  new  parlii* 
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uent,  that  the  only  claim  upon  tbein  was 
for  an  explanation  of  the  general  princi- 
plef  of  policy  by  which  their  fotare  ac- 
tiooi  were  (to  be  regulated^  and  that  there 
appeared  no  gcound  for  censare,  no  cause 
for  complaint,  and  no  ^urce  for  apprehen- 
sion or  discouragement.  It  was  indeed 
evident  that  the  prospects  of  tiie  country 
were  improved,  for  if  this  had  not  been 
broadly  founded  in  facW  he  would  this 
night  have  had  made  upon  jhim»  demands 

^.of  a  yery  different  nature  from  those  which 
had  been  made.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  with  perfect  propriety  divided 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  before  the 
House  into  two  parts,  connected  with  the 
external  and  internal  situation  of  tlie 
country,  and  had  applied  himself  gene- 
rally to  tlie  former.  This  in  itself  was 
another  source  of  gratification  to  him,  and 
must,  he  was  sure,  be  equally  satisfactory 
to  the  House,  when  they  considered  the 
state  in  which  they  were  placed  about  the 
period  of  the  end  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament.  When  they  reflected  on^e 
condition  of  some  of  the  counties  at  that 
time,  they  would  be  inclined  to  think  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  had  a  very  diffi- 
cult task  to  perform,  and  would  agree'  in 
what  had  been  so  ably  stated  by  the  noble 
mover  and  bonourstble  seconded  of  the 
Address,  that  there  was  ^eat  cause  for 
congratulation  in  the  termination  of  those 
difficulties,  by  the  means  which  parlia- 
ment had  provided^-means  devised  in  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  although  calculated 
to  repress  the  system  of  insubordination 
that  then  unhappily  existed.  In  the  .ad<^ 
ministration  of  those  laws  .with  whicb  they 
were  armed*  it  was  pleasing  to  him  and 
jk»  his  colleagaeB  to  observe,  that  there  was 

.  no  insinuation  of  an  abuse  of  power ;  and 
it  was  equally  gratifying  to  him  to  J)ave 
to  state,  that  the  people  themselves  by 
their  own  good  sense  and  allegiance  had 
retraced  their  mistaken  steps,  and  that 
their  regeneration  had  grown  more  out  of 
their  own  disposition  than  out  of  the  ef- 
ficacy or  enrorcement  of  the  legislative 
E revisions  which  had  been  resorted  to. 
1  looking  to  the  '^larger  branch  of  the 
question  to  which  the  naht  honourable 
.gentleman  had  directed  his  attention—* 
Eirger  as  it  affected  the  security  and. des- 
tinies of  the  world,  he  must  trespass  at 
somewhat  greater  length  upon  the   pa« 

,  tience  of  the  House,  inH>rder,  not  to  discuss 
fully  the  several  important  propositions 
•ftarted,  .bat  to  record  what  might  be  the 

^^rounds  on  which  ministers  would  meet 


The  Prmcc  ResftuU  Speech 


fSO 


these  various  enquiries,  and«  if  nece^sarj*, 
defend  themselves   from  attack,    should 
they  be  made  matter  of  accusation*      W\% 
task  in  this  would  have  been  infioitely 
narrower  if  the  right  bon.  gentleman  had 
not  huilt  much  of  the  reason  for  his   re- 
serve in  cordially  agreeing  with  the  Ad- 
dress that  had  just  been  moved,  oa  as- 
sumptions  entirely  inapplicable    to     mi- 
nisters, and  without  foundation  in  point  of 
fact.    This  the  right  hon.  gentleman   had 
done  in  the  absence  of  that  information 
which  it  was  impossible  f(>r  any  person 
not  in  the  administration  pf  the  eovern- 
ment  to  possess,  but  which  he  woula,  in  so 
far  as  was  consistent  with  his  public  daty, 
and  what  he  owed  to  his  own  and  to  other 
countries,  endeavour  to  produce.   In  look- 
ing to  our  external  relations,  the   riffht 
hon.  gentleman  had  first  brought  berore 
them  the  most  important  state  of  affairs  in 
the  north  of  JBurope ;  he  bad,  secondly, 
directed  their  regards  to  >the  war  on  the 
peninsula,  in  which  we  were  interested  in 
common  with  other  powers  ;  and,  in  the 
third  and  last  place,  had  alluded  to  that 
contest  in  which  we  were  engaged  alone, 
and  which  might  therefore  be  considered 
as  more  peculiarly  within  our  own  pro- 
vince, namely,  the  war  with  America — a 
war    which   he  would  ever  continue  to 
think  most  unfortunate  and  afflicting,  how- 
ever unavoidable  and  necessary.    In  en- 
deavouring to  follow  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man over  these  grounds,   he  would  beg 
leave  to  vary  a  little  the  order  in  which  he 
had  considered  the    several  topics.     He 
woul,d  take  the  war  on  the  peninsula  in  the 
first  instance,  and  this  he  might  the  more 
naturally  do,  because  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  spqken  of  it  as  the  [loint  on  which 
they  ought,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  po- 
licy, to  make  their  effort  as  a  diversion  m 
favour  of  Russia,  since  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected of  this  country,  that  it  was  able  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  to  fnake  a  proper 
exertion  in  that  qparter,  and  nerve  the  arm 
of  Russia  in  the  north,  by  furnishing  her 
with  men.  or  money.    He  begged  to  as- 
sure the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
Ilouse,  that  ministers  would  not  be  in- 
clined to  rebut  any  censure  that  might  be 
applied  to  them,  on  the  ground  of  relaxa- 
tion in  their  efforts  to  carry  on  most  vigo- 
rously the  war  in  Spain  \  there  had  been 
no  relaxation  on  their  parts  ;  neither  bad 
they  nf^glected  any  means  by  which  it  was 
possible  for  them,  by  previous  provisions, 
to  obtain  possession  or  a  greater  dispose- 
able  force.     They  would  not  therefore 
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found  tbeir  jastification  on  any  sroundrof 
postponement,  or  inclination  to  oelay  exe- 
cuting that  which  was  in  their  power.  He 
also  rejected  in  their  name  the  defence 
that  might  be  set  op  for  not  calling  earlier 
on  parliament  to  furnish  them  with  more 
extended  means.  The  ministers  of  the 
Prince  Regent  were  prepared  to  defend 
themselfes  on  the  exercise  of  the  means 
they  actually  did  possess,  or  could  pos- 
sess, and  their  haTing  etaployed  the  re- 
sources entrusted  to  them  to  the*  utmost, 
without  draining  the  country  beyond  that 
pitch  which  no  nation  could  sustain  or  sup- 
port. Whatever  might  be  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  opinion  on  this  head,  mi- 
nisters certainly  covld  not  have  been  ex- 
pected to  make  these  unnatural  attempts 
(now  suggested  as  necessary  and  ae- 
fended  as  politic)  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side;  by  those  who  had  e?er  incul- 
cated upon  their  minds  the  necessity  there 
was  for  husbanding  our  resources,  and, 
even  on  the  peninsula,  keepfiig  our  exer- 
tions within  bounds  of  the  strictest  mode- 
ration. It  was  not  his  intention  to  throw 
out  any  invidious  reflection  on  those  who 
had  maintained  these  opinions,  and  all  he 
wished  to  do  at  this  time  was,  to  lay  in 
bis  claim  to  the  grounds  on  which  he 
should  be  prepared  hereafter  to  combat 
any  attachment  of  blame  to  his  Royal 
Highness's  advisers  on  this  subject.  In- 
deed, it  was  obviously  impossible  for  mi- 
nisters to  enter  on  an  ample  elucidation 
of  the  measures  respecting  which  doubts 
might  be  thrown  out,  on  a  night  like  the 
present,  when  all  the  numerous  points  of 
policy  connected  with  the  country  were 
thrown  open  for  partial  discussion,  and 
their  attention  was  not  confined  to  a  single 
object,  though  many  of  those  alluded  to 
were  sufficiently  intricate  and  important 
to  require  of  themselves  the  utmost  dili- 
gence and  powers  of  enquiry  possessed  by 
parliament.  He  besged  leave  to  caution 
the  House  against  bemg,  as  it  was  apt  to 
be,  led  to  expect  too  much  from  successes, 
or  to  despair  at  reverses,  even  though 
they  might  be  such  as  placed  the  allied 
forces  in  the  tines  at  Torres  Vedras.  It 
was  neither  one  disaster,  or  one  victory, 
that  could  decide  the  fate  of  the  peninsula, 
and  it  was  a  dangerous  feeling  to  indulge, 
which  would  be  elevated  beyond  correct 
Tiews  even  by  such  a  victory  as  would 
ihortlv  call  for  the  thanks  of  the  House; 
or  to  be  depressed  beyond  occasion  by 
every  failure  of  complete  success  that 
might  attend  our  exertions*  When  by 
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the  most  consummate  generalship,  thai 
victory,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
war,  and  as  glorious  as  ever  adorned  the 
British  name ;  when  that  victory  made 
the  enemy  feel  its  effects  to  the  utmost 
extremities  of  his  force,  and  dislocated 
his  armies;   because  our  illustrious  and 
excellent  commander  had  accomplished  ^ 
this,  had  they  any  reason  whatever  to 
suppose  that  the  entire  French  power  on 
the  peninsula  would  be  at  once    extin- 
guished, and  the  allies  enabled  to  march 
to  the  Pyrennees  ?    The  public  mind  was 
apt  to  run  into  a  course  too  sanguine,  and 
to  believe   any  statement  which    misht 
pretend  that  the  effect  of  a  defeat  like  this 
would  be  the  total  extinction  of  the  enemy 
in  Spain.      But  when  the  Hotise  reflected 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam* 
paign,  the  French  force  on  the  peninsula 
amounted    to  200,000  men,   which  was 
perhaps  reduced  by  detachments  sent  to 
the  north  to  150,000,  at  the  period  of  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  they  would  be  in* 
clined  to  take  a  difl*erent  and  more  correct 
view  of  the  subject.    They  would  observe 
that  such  a  force,  when  spread  over  the 
face  of  Spain,  might  maintain  the  pos* 
session  of  the  country*  by  keeping  dowtt 
the  Spirit  of  its  population,  which  they 
were  now  unable  to  do  when  collected 
into  two  great  masses.    After  the  memor* 
able  battle  of  Salamanca»  they  were  ren* 
dered  too  feeble  to  keep  possession   of 
Spain,  and  instead  of  driving  the  British 
into  the  sea,  as  they  had  often  vainljr 
threatened,  Uiey  were  driven  by  the  Brt* 
tub.    But  when  they  gave  up  the  pro- 
vinces and  became  a  concentrated  army» 
any  man  looking  with  a  soldier's  ey^« 
might  be  able  to  see,  that  even  after  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  the  marquis  of  Wei* 
lington  had   a  heavy  task  to  perform  to 
drive  the   French    from    Spain.      They 
might  worship  the  spirit  of   the  people 
of  this    country,    whose   exultation    on 
the  triumphs  of  their  gallant  countrymen 
in  Spain   was  so  great   as    to  induce  a 
sanguine  feefing,  not  warranted  by  the 
actual  state  of  the  case.     But  whatever 
expectations  the  people  built  upon,  as  far 
as  lord  Wellington  with  his  knowledge 
and  information  went,  his  prospects  had 
been  largely  and  liberally  accomplished. 
He  could  assure  them,  that  lord  Welling- 
ton had  received  supplies  and  reinforce- 
ments to  a  greater  extent  than  ever.     In 
the  course  of  last  year,  20,000  men  had 
been  sent  toioinhim,  and  he  (Lord   C.) 
should  be  able  to  contend,  that  though 
(G) 
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large  reinforcements  had  not  arrived  since 
the  battle  of  Salamanca,  this  arose  from 
the  impossibility  of  sending  men  sooner 
than  had  been  done.    The  exertions  of 
the  government,  and  in  a  peculiar  man« 
Her*  of  his  royal  highness  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  to  bring  regiments  to  such  a  state 
of  efficiency  as  to  render  them  fit  for  fo- 
reign service,  had  been  incessant  and  stre* 
nuoas.    And  he  had  to  apprize  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  on  the  wisest  prin- 
ciples the  grants  from  the  militia  bad  not 
been  available  as  a  regular  force,  earlier 
than  the  month  of  May,  and  that  neither 
the  internal  state  of  the  country,  nor  of 
Ireland,  would,  at  a  former  period,  admit 
of  those  forces  being  spared  which  might 
now  be  united  to  their  gallant  comrades 
In  the  glorious  task  of  delivering  the  pe- 
ninsula.     He  again    repeated,  that   the 
greatest  possible  efforts  bad  been  made 
lor  an  active  campaign ;  and  he  trusted 
what  he  had  said  on  this  point  would  be 
received  as  a  fair  and  candid    solution 
of  the  doubts  thrown  out  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.    Thus  far  he  had  rather 
opened  the  matters  at  issue  between  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  himself.     He 
perfectly  agreed  with  him,  that  the  aid  to 
^Aussia  ought  to  be  given  in  Spain ;  and 
he  was  also  ready  to  admit,  tfiat  as  the 
north  opened  prqspects  of  greater  success, 
insomuch  ought  they  to  make  more  stre- 
nuous efforts  on  the  peninsula.    With  re- 
■pect  to  the  war  in  the  north,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  laid  what  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  advert  to,  into  a  nar- 
rower compass,  as  he  had  not  made  any 
charge  in  so  far  as  Russia  was  concerned. 
He  and  all  the  world  must  feel,  and  none 
felt  it  more  than  the  illustrious  person  at 
the  head  of  that  vast  empire,  who  was  so 
likely  to  ameliorate  the  destinies  of  the 
world,  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  from 
Ibis  country  to  make  larger  sacrifices,  or 
In  other  quarters,  than  those  in  which  she 
was  engpiged.    That  great  monarch  did 
not  call  on  us  for  pecuniary  support.     He 
•aid,  <*  vou  are  fighting  my  cause  and  the 
cause  or  the  world  in  Spain,  and  there  it  is 
•that  your  efforts  will  be  most  available  and 
efficacious."      His  imperial  majesty  felt 
this  to  be  the  common  policy  in  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  instead  of  looking  to  us 
.for  aid  in  the  north,  he  had  looked  to  a  far 
surer  and  nobler  source— he  had  looked 
to  the  patriotism^  the  liberality,  the  un- 
bounded   liberaUty*  the   spirit,   and  the 
foyalty  of  bis  people,  to  uphold  him  in 
tlia  great  struggle  for  independence,  in 
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which  he  is  engaged,  and  to  as  he  had 
looked  for  the  effectual  carrying  on  of 
the  contest  in  Spain.     Of  Sweden^    to 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  aU 
luded,  it  was  more   difficult   to    speak. 
Without  divulging  any  of  those  secrets 
which  belong  to  the  cabinet  of  this  or  of 
other  countries,  he  might  however  state 
that  Sweden  as  well  as  Russia  had  received 
injury  from  France,  and  both  had  felt  it. 
Russia  had  taken  the  field  to  resist  the  ag^ 
gressions  of  her  adversary,  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  speaking 
openly  of  her  measures ;    but  as  Sweden 
had  not  yet  taken  a  step  so  decided,   be 
hoped  the  House  would  be  of  opinion  that 
he  had  a  duty  to  perform,  which  rendered 
it  very  difficult  for  him  to  make  any  very 
open  or  explicit  statement  on  this  point. 
Yet    without   exceedihg    discretion,    bt 
might  say,  that  if  the  exertions  of  Sweden, 
necessarily  smaller  than  those  of  Russia, 
had  required  the  pecuniary  aid  of  this 
country,  to' cause  a  diversion  in  the  rear  of 
the  French  armies,  ministers  would   have 
been  ready  to  have  assisted  her  operations 
to    that    extent      He  declined  entering 
further  into  this  matter  at  present  France 
had  committed  an  unqualified  aggression 
on  the  Swedish  monarchy,  which  had  as 
yet  been  only  met  by  a  somewhat  qualified 
resistance.    What  were  the  motives  for 
collecting  the  force  upon  her  coasts,  it 
would  not  be  expected  for  him  to  explain; 
but  it  would  be  seen  with  a  feeling  of  hope 
and  exultation,  that  between  these  great 
northern  powers,  for  they  were  both  great, 
out  of  their  late  contention,  which  hwl  led 
to  the  dismemberment  of  the  province  of 
Finland  from  Sweden  :— out  of  that  con- 
tention a  system  had  arisen,  which  hap. 
pily  had  not  prevented  their  being  linked 
together    in    the  bonds  of  the    closest 
friendship  and    alliance.     This  fact  ap« 
peared  to  be  obvious  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  when  it  was 
easy  to  perceive  that  a  perfect  under- 
standing existed  between  the  countries 
It  was  evident  that  Russia  reposed  confi- 
dence in  Sweden  from  the  withdrawal  ef 
the  mass  of  her  troops  from  their  canton- 
ments in  Finland.      But  those  who  were 
not  satisfied  with  this  demonstration  of 
friendship,  must  have  every  apprehension 
relieved  by  the  event  of  the  personal  in- 
terview at*  Abo,  after  which  18,000  men 
from  the  port  of  Swinburgh  were  dis- 
patched to  Riga,  where  they  arrived  in 
time  to  join  general  Wittgenstein  at  the 
critical  period  which  enabled  bim  to  turn 
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the  scale  of  the  war  in  that  quarter,  and 
defeat  the  object  of  the  enemy's  right 
wing.  'He  might  also  be  permitted  to 
aay,  that  if  there  had  not  been  any  actual 
military  exertion  on  the  part  of  i>weden, 
yet  that  much  benefit  had  been  reaped 
'from  the  posture  which  she  assumed.  He 
called  upon  parliament  to  take  sober  views 
of  these  questions.  However  much  we 
might  wish  other  powers  to  enter  into  re- 
sistance against  the  enemy  with  as  great 
energy  as  ourseWes,  when  we  considered, 
that  not  possessing  the  advantages  of  our 
insular  situation,  they  were  not  so  safe  and 
remote  from  danger  as  we  were,  we  ought 
to  look  with  forbearance  to  their  measures, 
and  not  run  them  down,  or  impute  want 
of  virtuous  feeling  to  them,  because  they 
might  not  embark  in  hostilities  with  the 
ariditv  we  desired.  '  The  position  as- 
tomea  by  Sweden  had  the  efiect  of  de- 
taining two  corps  of  the  French  army  from 
active  operations,  and  which  were  left  in 
the  confines  of  Denmark.  These  corps 
amounted  to  60,000  men.  The  most  ad- 
vanced, that  of  Victor,  the  enemy  had  not 
▼entnred  to  use  till  after  the  battle  of  Bo- 
rodino ;  and  in  fact  it  had  not  advanced 
till  September,  when  it  proceeded  by  de- 
tachments to  join  the  main  armv*  The 
other  corps,  that  of  Augereau,  was  still 
more  retired  in  Germany,  and  completely 
withdrawn  from  hostile  operations.  Hav- 
ing observed  this  much,  he  was  satisfied 
he  had  said  enough,  without  disclosing 
the  councils  of  the  state,  to  shew  that 
Russia  had  a  Well-founded  confidence  in 
the  amity  of  Sweden,  and  that  the  de- 
monstration made  by  the  latter  power, 
had  paralysed  60,000  of  the  enemy's 
force.  On  these  founds  ministers  would 
he  prepared  to  meet  any  future  discussion 
that  might  be  thought  necessary.  With 
respect  to  the  third  subject  on  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  animadverted, 
America  ;  on  this  branch,  he  had  an  ad- 
ditional task  of  explanation  imposed  upon 
him,  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  as- 
suming too  much  in  point  of  fact,  which 
be  was  compelled  to  deny.  He  agreed 
with  him  that  in  negociation  too  much  for- 
bearance had  been  shewn  towards  Ame- 
rica :  and  bad  this  not  been  so,  he  could 
not  believe  ministers  would  stand  so  well 
with  the  House  and  the  country  as  they 
woald  do  if  they  had  not  shewn  (whatever 
America  did),  that  they  were  most  unwil- 
ling todepart  from  old  principles  and  feel- 
inn.  But  he  denied  that  the  war,  after 
k  had  been  commencedi  was  carried  on 


with  greater  forbearance  than  was  indis- 
pensably adopted  from  a  consideration  of 
the  other  contests  in  which  the  nation  was 
unhappily  engaged.  They  would  justly 
have  drawn  down  the  vengeance  of  many, 
and  of  no  one  more  than  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  had  they  withdrawn  a  force 
ft'om  the  peninsula  for  the  purpose  of  ori- 
ginating belligerent  measures  against 
America.  He  maintained  and  would  at 
any  time  be  prepared  to  shew  that  they 
had  done  all  they  could.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  expressed  himself  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  ministers  could  expect  any 
thing  pacific  from  America,  after  the  pi'o- 
mulgation  of  her  Declaration  to  which  he 
referred.  He  was  ready  to  consider  that 
document  in  the  same  point  of  view  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  containing  in 
it  demands  which,  if  insisted  on  by  Ame- 
rica, would  preclude  for  ever  any  pros- 
pect of  peace.  But  the  Speech,  in  its  al» 
losion  to  this  topic,  referred  to  the  state 
of  America  at  the  period  when  this  decla- 
ration was  issued.  Ministers  had  never 
assured  the  House,  nor  the  country,  what- 
ever had  been  done  by  others,  that  the 
concessions  required  to  be  made  to  Ame- 
rica would  lead  to  peace ;  on  the  con- 
trary, when  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  if^ 
Council  was  .  discussed,  they  said,  in 
answer  to  those  who  contended  that  if 
these  were  surrendered  peace  would  be 
the  consequence,  that  the  claims  relative 
to  blockade  and  impressment  would  disap- 
point their  expectations.  It  was  not  till 
after  the  war  broke  out  that  the  American 
government  alleged  other  grounds  of  war 
than  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  system 
of  blockade.  The  matter  of  impressment 
was  previously  only  urged  as  an  angry 
point  of  discussion.  With  respect  to  the 
course  taken  by  ministers  when  they  ac* 
quifed  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  they  had  done  that 
which  was  tantamount  to  complete  hosti- 
lity, and  it  was  not  from  forbearance,  but 
from  considerations  of  other  circumstances 
of  the  country,  that  they  had  refrained 
from  the  immediate  ifssue  of  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  and  from  publishing 
to  the  world  their  case  against  the  United 
States.  But  although  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  were  net  issued,  war  was  as 
effiectaally  waged  in  another  mode ;  and 
this  was  done  from  a  desire  to  keep  the 
councils  of  the  government  ready  to  meet 
any  disposition  that  might  arise  on  the 
part  of  America  towards  peace.  Had  they 
not  acted  in  this  manner,  they  would 
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ha? e  justly  had  to  experience  the  censare 
of  gentlemen  opposite,  if  Americahad*  on 
the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  from  this 
country,  withdrawn  her  declaration,  and 
restored  the  British  property  that  had 
been  seized,  and  they  bad  been  unable  to 
meet  this  pacific  disposition  with  corres- 
pondent restitution,  without  coming  to 
parliament  to  vote  that  sura  which  had 
found  its  way  into  the  coflera  of  the  cap* 
tors  of  American  ships.  With  respect  to 
time,  the  moment  the  declaration  of  war 
was  ascertained,  and  that  the  Americans 
had  proceeded  to  the  condemnation  of  the 
British  property  seized  and  refused  to  ra- 
tify the  armistice  concluded  between  them 
and  the  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  with 
admiral  Sawyer,  that  moment  the  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal  were  issued.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  truly  said  it  was 
an  extraordinary  thing  that  no  answer  had 
been  published  to  that  Declaration  which 
could  be  so  rea<liiy  refuted,  and  that  the 
onus  was  thrown  on  the  government,  to 
shew  that  grave  and  weighty  reasons  ex- 
isted for  not  taking  that  official  step.  But 
neither  the  House  nor  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  were  to  learn,  that  though  we 
were  actually  at  war  with  America,  yet 
Hegociations  had  not  absolutely  termi- 
nated. A  mission  had  been  entrusted  to 
admiral  Warren,  and  a  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  him  to  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  which  no  answer  had  been  re- 
ceived up  to  this  day.  This  proposition 
was  intended  to  have  been  made  through 
Mr.  Foster ;  but  as  he  had  left  the  country 
before  the  dispatch  arrived,  the  business  | 
had  of  necessity  devolved  upon  the  ad- 
•  miral  on  the  station.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, waiting  for  the  reply  of  the 
American  government  (thooeh  he  didTiot 
mean  by  this  to  lead  the  House  to  any 
aanguine  expectation  as  to  the  result),  he 
was  sure  the  House  would  feel  that  mi- 
nisters would  have  more  consulted  their 
feelings  than  their  judgments,  had  they 
hastily  put  forth  the  ^answer  they  felt 
themselves  so  competent  to  give  to  the  as* 
aertions  and  claimtiof  America.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  on  this  subject  also  he  had 
laid  sufficient  general  grounds  for  meeting 
any  inculpatory  observations  to  which  it 
might  give  rise  hereafter.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  touched  on  one  or  two 
other  points  which  required  little  notice. 
It  was  true,  as  he  stated,  that  the  British 
government  had  never  endeavoured  to 
force  through  neutrals  their  manafactures 
into  France.    With  regard  to  tlie  miuioo 
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of  Henry,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
that  ministers  should   publish  any   disa* 
voWal  of  it  now.    They  had  disavowed  it 
in  their  places  in  parliament,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  done  to-night*  and 
like  him  declared  they  never  knew  of  it 
until  published  by  the  American  goTern* 
ment.    That  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.    Whitbread)'  had  not  pursued     his 
charge  upon  it  with  greater  eagerness^  was 
a  pretty  strong  proof  that  no  blame  could 
be  thrown  on  ministers  on  that  account  ; 
and  besides  all  this,  he  had  to  assure    the 
right  hon.   gentleman,  that  government 
had  disavowed  it  to  the  American  cabinet^ 
to  satisfy  whom  they  had  sent  over  all  the 
papers  with  which  they  were  acquainted 
on  the  subject.     He  was  not  aware  that 
he  had  occasion  to  trouble  the  House  at 
any  further  length,  though  he  would   be 
happy  to  give  every  information  in   bis 
power.    It  was  with  extreme  pleasure  he 
found,  that  instead  of  the  usual  opposition 
on  such  opportunities  as  the  present,  the 
object  6f  all  seemed  rather  to  be  to  join  in 
gratulations  on  the  prosperous  state  of  af* 
fairs,  and  the  general  improving  aspect  of 
Europe.     (Here  some  disapprobation  was 
evinced  on  the  Opposition  bench).     He 
challenged  the  House    to    say   when    s 
Speech  was  delivered  on  the  opening  of 
parliament,  which  contained  so  bright  a 
catalogue  of  success,  or  displayed  a  more 
marked  prospect  of  amendment  or  fad- 
vantage  to  the  country.    (Hear  1)    If  thef 
could  not  say  that  the  enemy  was  alto* 
gether  discomfited,  and   finally  and  ef- 
fectually repressed,  yet  they  never  before 
could  say  that  they  saw  him  so  danger- 
ously involved  in  two  great  wars  in  the 
opposite  extremities  of  Europe.    These 
were  wars  in  which  he  was  not  merely 
committed   against  the  governments    of 
countries,  but  in  which  the  nations  were 
arrayed  againi^t  him.    They  were  not,  as 
heretofore,  wars  productive  of  means  to 
recruit  his  resources,  augment  his  forces, 
and  from  his  conquests  reap  the  sinews  of 
extended  conquests.     Though  he    could 
drag  his  tributary  states  into  the  field,  and 
amass  a  powerful  force  from  those  whom 
he  had  already  overcome,  yet  in  the  great 
scale  on  which  he  was  engaged,-  he  met 
with  no  aids  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
the  war  vigorously  ;  he  only  met  with  na^ 
tional  resistance,  and  was  obliged  to  bring 
his  supplies  with  him,  and  exhaust  bis  re- 
sources from  the  people  over  whom  he 
exercises  his  rigorous  sway,  for  he  could 
not  find  thoa  ia  ihs  coiuury  he  int aded. 
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In  Roftia  ibe  ipirit  of  dei perate  oppoiU 
tion  to  his  aggresaioos  was,  as  noticed  in 
the  Speoch,  unparalleled  in  history.    The 
people  of  that  country  had  been  spoken  of 
as  barbarians,  and  as  bein^  a  century  be- 
hind other  nations   in    cifilizaiion»    bat 
could  they  find  in  any  country  a  resistance 
to  invasion  equal  to  that  glorious  spirit 
which  was  now  displayed,  firing  every 
rank  and  description  of  men  in  the  vast 
ttossian  empire  ?    Nor  was  it  for  courage 
mlone  that  the  Russians  had  shone  conspi* 
cuous  during  this  contest;    that    heroic 
▼alour«  for  which  they  were  famed    on 
former  occasions*  was  not  now  their  only 
praise.    The  military  councils  and  skill  of 
the  commanders  also  shone  pre*^minently; 
and  the  whole  conduct  of  the  campaign 
proved  them  to  be  equal  to  the  most  diffi- 
cult situations  and  trying   emergencies. 
The  retreat  of  the  numerous  great  bodies 
of  troops  from  the  Niemen  to  Moskwa, 
and  the  able   and  judicious    manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted    under   pressing 
circumstances*  was  scarcely  to  be  equalled 
in   the   history  of  the    most   celebrated 
transactions  ot  that  kind.    The  retreat  of 
Moreaoy  on  which  his  highest  fame  rested, 
no  miliury  man  would  say  could  come 
into   competition    with    this   in    Russia. 
When  so  many  armies  had  marched  over 
500  miles  of  country  before  they  united 
into  one  mass,  invariably  baffling  the  im- 
mense force  of  their  enemy,  fighting  va- 
rious battles,  and  never  putting  it  in  the 
power  of  that  enemy  to  say  that  he  had 
dispersed  a  single  regiment,  or  captured  a 
sinele  gun  or  baggage  waggon;    so  ex- 
cellently executed  a  movement  i^as  not  sur- 
Eassed  in  the  history  of  the  world  ;  and 
ad  evinced,  on  the  part  of  the  Russian 
commanders,  the  utmost  skill  and  ability, 
which,  with  the  known   valour  of  their 
troops,  added  fresh  hopes  to  those  already 
entertained  of  the  deliverance  of  Europe. 
The  interests  of  this  people  were  now 
identified  with  our  own  in  the  most  grati- 
fying manner,  by  their  fieets  approaching 
our  harbours ;  an  action  on  the  part  of 
our  ally  which  was  calculated  to  make 
the  French  feel  that  even  the  loss  of  ano 
ther  capital  would  not  involve  the  loss  of 
their  fleet,  or  be  considered  any   more 
than  the  former  as  involving  the  loss  of  the 
country.    In  this  the  emperor  Alexander 
bad  shewn  a  |(lorioos  example  of  what  a 
monarch  ought  to  be,  and  of  the  true  po- 
licy of  a  monarch,  which,  had  It  been 
acted  upon  by  others,  Europe  would  not 
have  been  ia  iu  present  atate.  He  had  not 


Nov.  50,  lai^ 


[9a 


pkced  his  strength  in  a  capital  city,  but 
trusted  to  the  spirit  of  bis  country  for  the 
pledge  to  stand  by  him,  and  repel  the  in* 
vaders,  and  in  this  be  had  not  been  disap* 
pointed.  His  lordship  concluded  by  say- 
ing, "  Thus  in  every  quarter  our  pros- 
pects  are  most  bright  and  happy.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain  every  thing  that 
may  appear  doubtful,  and  congratulate 
the  House  and  the  nation,  that  from  the 
state  in  which  the  country  is  on  the  open- 
ing of  this  new  parliament,  there  is  not  e 
topic  for  condemnation,  though  there  are 
so  many  for  cheering  us  in  our  exertions, 
and  encouraging  us  to  hope  that  every 
thing  will  prosper  to  our  wishes." 

Mr.  Wkkhrtad  said,  if  the  right  hon, 
eentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one  bad  al- 
luded to  him  as  the  person  who  was  under- 
stood to  have  prepared  an  Amendment, 
he  was  correct  in  that  allusion ;  but  as 
for  the  period  of  the  evening  at  which 
either  the  right  hon.  gentleman  or  the 
noble  lord  opposite  might  expect  him  to 
deliver  his  lentiments,  in  this  he  was  sorry 
to  disappoint  them,  though  he  begged  to 
say  that  he  considered  his  time  for  speak* 
ing  was  entirely  at  his  own  selection.  It  was 
true  he  was  the  person  who  had  prepared 
an.Amendment;  but  before  he  expressed 
his  own  he  wished  to  hear  the  sentiments 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  well  as 
those  of  the  noble  lord  who  bad  just  sat 
down.  He  was  particularly  desirous  of 
hearing  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  opi* 
nion  of  afiairs  at  this  time,  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  bis  answer  to  his  con- 
stituents at  Liverpool,  said  it  was  his  own 
fault  if  he  was  not  now  minister.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  rise  to-night  to  dwell  in 
contention  with  him,  as  he  might  have 
done  at  former  periods  but  to  deliver  his 
sentiments  on  what  be  conceived  to  be 
the  present  state  of  the  country.  In  his 
opinion,  there  were  great  omissions  in  the 
Speech  of  the  Prince  Regent,  or  rather  of 
his  Royal  Highness's  advisers.  The 
Speech  bad  professed  to  give,  as  it  ought 
to  give,  ample  information  to  the  House^ 
on  the  existing  situation  of  the  country, 
on  the  events  that  had  occurred  since  the 
sitting  of  the  last  parliament,  and  the  snb« 
ject  of  our  foreign  relations,  but  there 
was  no  information  with  respect  to  the 
dispute  with  America;  and  with  respect 
to  Spain,  there  was  nothing  which  could 
in  anywise  enable  them  to  form  a  judg- 
ment as  to  what  was  the  cause  of  the  Jate 
loiiei  vUch  tbo  country  bad  so  mnoh  rea^ 
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ton  to  deplore.  He  found  himself,  there- 
fore, bound  to  call  for  information  on  these 
subjects.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
enquiry  and  information  were  called  for, 
it  was  the  present,  when  topics  of  so  great 
and  vital  importance  came  before  them  for 
discussion  and  decision.  He  would  ask  whe* 
iher  the  House  recollected  the  lamentable 
situation  in  which  the  executive  govern- 
ment was  placed  ?  Were  they  not  informed 
that  the  recovery  qf  his  Majesty  was  hope- 
less; and  that  the  frequent  paroxysms  to 
which  he  was  subject  rendered  his  life  so 
precarious,  that  the  existence  of  the  present 
parliament  was  likely  to  be  of  very  short 
duration,  unless  the  noble  lord  should  think 

E roper  to  propose,  what  be  had  heard  was 
is  intention,  early  in  the  present  session, 
namely,  an  Act  for  the  continuance  of  its 
sitting' notwithstanding  the  demise  of  his 
Majesty  ?  Whether  so  bold  an  experi- 
ment was  to  be  tried  he  knew  not ;  but  if 
such  an  infraction  of  the  constitution 
should  ever  be  attempted,  he  would  oppose 
it,  if  alive,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  If, 
however,  such  a  proposition  wa«  not  in- 
tended to  be  made,  the  tenure  of  their 
existence  was  necessarily  precarious,  and 
it  behoved  them  therefore  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  applying  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  for  information  on  the 
state  of  aflairs.  He  did  not  believe  that 
even  the  noble  lord  wished  to  stifle  all 
inquiry  into  the  transactions  of  Spain,  or 
the  negociation  with  America :  for  even 
now  the  noble  lord  had  said  that  a  nego- 
ciation was  on  foot  with  America.  Why 
should  not  the  House  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  steps  that  had  been  taken  with 
respect  to  that  country.  He  trusted  that 
this  flimsy  pretence  would  neither  be  of- 
fered or  received  as  a  ground  for  with- 
holding thM  intelligence  from  parlia- 
ment which  he  contended  to  be  so  indis- 
pensible  to  their  taking  a  right  view  of 
the  political  interests  of  the  country,  ex- 
ternally and  internally.— There  was  ano- 
ther topic  on  which  the  Speech  had  not 
touchea,  at  which  he  for  one  could  not 
help  expressing  his  astonishment,  the 
more  especially  when  he  called  to  mind 
the  debates  and  resolutions  which  had 
taken  place  upon  it  in  the  last  parliament. 
He  alluded  to  what  was  commonly  called 
the  Catholic  Question.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  noble  lord  had  not  coun- 
selled the  Prince  Regent,  who  was  known 
to  have  once  entertained  sentiments  favour- 
tble  to  the  Catholics^  after  the  debates 
•which  had  taken  place  in  that  House,  and 
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the  small  majorities  which  had  been  ob- 
tained, to  take  notice  of  the  claims?    Why 
he   had    not  advised    his  Royal'   High« 
ness  to  introduce  into  the  Speech   one 
small  paragraph  about  Ireland,  the  omis- 
sion of  which  could  not  but  be  a  subject 
of  mortification  and  indignation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country  ?— There  were 
otner  circumstances  intimately  connected 
with  our  continental  connections,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  ought  to  have  formed  a 
prominent  part  of  the  Speech,  instead  of 
being  as  tney  were,  studiously  avoided. 
One  of  these  was  the  depreciated  state  of 
the  currency  of  the  country.    If  he  was 
not  grossly  misinformed,  such  was  the  ab- 
solute want  of  specie,  that  the  officers  of 
that  gallant  army  which  had  achieved 
those  glorious  victories  of  which  we  so 
deservedly  boasted,  were  even  unable  to 
provide  themselves  with  any  of  the  com- 
forts of  life — at  least,  that  no  subaltern 
was  Miabled  to  provide  himself  with  any 
other  means  of  subsistence  or  additional 
comfort  of  life  beyond  the  rations  which 
he  obtained    from    the    commissariat. — 
From  the  same  causes  the  debt  of  that 
gallant  army  was  very  great,  and  increas- 
ing from  day  to  day,  whereby  its  opera- 
tions were  crippled  and  frustrated.     When 
the  noble  lord  took  a  view  of  the  manu- 
factures of  this  country,  was  there  nothing 
to  make  him  pause  before  boasting  of  the 

firesent  as  the  proudest  period  of  the  Eng- 
ish  annals  ?  The  right  hon,  gentleman 
(Mr.  Canning)  had  mentioned  our  three 
wars.  It  was,  unfortunately,  but  too  true, 
that  an  acquisition  of  two  of  these  wars 
had  been  made  since  the  last  session.  In 
Russia  we  were  accessaries  after  the  fact. 
To  that  power  we  had  not  made  subsidies 
as  we  had  formerly  done  to  other  con* 
tinental  powers  frequently  with  great  pro- 
fusion. Of  the  ability  to  act  in  that  way 
we  were  now  deprived.  In  the  third  war« 
which  was  with  America,  we  stood  in  the 
character  of  principals  and  alone— -a  war 
the  most  disastrous  and  calamitotu  that 
ever  was  waged,  and  the  existence  of 
which  cut  up  the  sinews  of  the  resources 
by  which  our  oth^r  wars  could  be  carried 
on.  This  was  the  proud,  this  was  the  un- 
paralleled situation  in  which  the  country 
was  placed,  so  much  the  subject  of  the 
noble  lord's  exultation.  In  his  opinion,  it 
afforded  only  grounds  for  apprehensions* 
and  abundant  reasons  to  dread  the  most 
serious  calamities.  But  the  noble  lord 
looked  at  these  things  with  a  soldier*! 
eye.    He  talked  of  the  masterly  retreat 
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of  the  Rnsiiaiiiy  which  he  thought  supe- 
rior to  that  of  general  Moreau.  While  the 
noble  lord  dwelt  too  with  exullalion  on 
the  achie?eaient8  in  Canada*  he  over* 
looked  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by 
the  Americaa  frigate  the  Constitution. 
He  took  only  the  flattering  points  into  his 
picture,  but  it  became  the  House  to  take 
every  feature  into  their^view.  It  was  their 
duty  to  look  at  the  situation  in  which  lord 
Wellington  was  now  placed  since  his  abail- 
d  on  men  t  of  the  siege  of  Burgos,  The  noble 
lord  had  thought  proper  to  suppose  that 
my  lord  tVellington  might  even  be  oblig- 
ed to  retreat 40  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras. 
Lord  Wellington  himself,  .in  his  dis- 
patches,  said  that  the  enemy  were  in  great 
force,  that  they  bad  received  considerable 
reinforcement! ;  and  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  mortification  and  regret,  that  he 
•aw  himself  obliged  to  give  up  an  object 
which,  if  obtained,  he  considered  the  sac- 
cess  of  the  campaign  certain.  They  were 
toldp  that  when  pursued  by  the  French 
army  he  was  pressed  hardly ;  and  when 
at  Rueda,  that  he  could  not  make  a  stand 
there.  But  then  they  were  told  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  was  improved, 
and  that  the  nation  was.  in  a  glorious  and 
grand  situation.  Why?  Because  Buo- 
oaparte  was  on  his  retreat  to  his  resources; 
—his  force  not  annihilated,  though  cer- 
ti^inly  in  great  danger.  This  was  what 
the  House  were  to  congratulate  themselves 
on,  and  for  which  they  were  to  go  to  the 
Prince  Regent'with  an  Address,  on  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  country!  If  this 
•itoation  of  affairs  on  the  continent  was 
good  for  any  thing,  it  was  this ;  that  the 
emperor  of  France,  having  failed  in  his 
object,  an  opportunity  was  now  offered, 
when  it  would  not  be  inglorious,  and 
when  it  would  certainly  be  highly  useful 
to  propose  to  the  enemy  some  arrange* 
ment  fur  peace.— The  noble  lord  had  by 
DO  means  satisfactorily  answered  the  ques- 
tion put  to  him  by  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  reipecting  Sweden.  It  was,  indeed, 
surprising  that  this  country  should  become 
•o  easily  the  dupe  of  every  state  with 
which  it  happened  to  be  allied.  Great 
expectations  were  entertained  by  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  from  Sweden ; 
but  be  law  nothing  in  the  connection  but 
fresh  sacrifices  and  fresh  disappointments. 
The  rear  of  the  enemy  was  to  be  harrassed 
by  the  Swedish  army,  under  that  great 
French  captain,  as  he  was  called,  the 
Crown  Prince  oTSweden*  Now  the  noble 
lord  says--Aye,  you  see  we  were  right  in 


our  expectations^-Buonapart^  was  obliged 
to  leave  two  grand  corps  behind  him,  for 
fear  oC  the  Swedes.  But  yet  some  how 
or  other,  it  would  seem  that  Buonaparte 
was  soon  relieved  of  all  apprehensiona 
from  any  diversion  in  his  rear,  and 
availed  himself  in  proper  time  of  these 
two  corps,  so  said  to  be  kept  in  check 
by  the  Swedes;  for  ihe  fact  was,  that 
under  Victor  and  Augereau  they  had  ac- 
tually united  themselves  with  the  grand 
army  against  Russia.— As  to  the  state  of 
Russia  itself,  and  the  result  of  the  present 
campaign,  he  differed  altogether  from  the 
noble  lord  with  respect  ta  the  resources 
and  population  of  the  Russian  empire,  and 
with  respect  to  the  view  which  had  been 
taken  of  that  horrible  fact,  the  conflagra* 
tion  of  Moscow.  The  noble  lord  had  ap« 
plied  to  Buonap^te  the  epithet  of  devas- 
tor  of  Moscow.  Now,  it  appeared  that 
Buonapart6  was  anxious,  and  did  all  that 
was  in  his  power  to  be  the  preserver  of 
Moscow,  as  he  had  preserved  Vienns^ 
Berlin,  Rome, .Madrid,  Venice  and  Milan^ 
into  which  he  had  entered  as  conqueror* 
This  act,  the  burning  of  Moscow,  which 
he  could  not  sufficiently  deplore,  had  Been 
represented  by  the  risht  hon.  gentleman, 
and  by  the  noble  lord,  as  a  proof  of  the 
spirit  which  animated  the  Russians,  as  % 
sacrifice  th^y  were  willing  to  make  to  the 
safety  of  their  country ;  nay,  the  noble 
lord  had  regretted  that  the  example  set 
by  Russia,  in  the  destruction  of  their  ca* 
pita],  was  not  earlier  made,  and  he  chose 
to  describe  that  event  as  an  evidence  of 
the  temper  of  the  Russian  people,  as  if 
they  had  been  perfectly  willing  to  surren* 
der  their  wives  and  children,  their  sick, 
wounded  and  dying,  to  the  destructive 
flames  which  laid  the  city  in  ashes.  But 
this  was  by  no  means  tne  case.  It  was 
well  known  that  Moscow  was  burnt  by 
military  command,  and  that  the  inhabi- 
nants  had  no  will  in  its  execution,  and  no 
power  to  prevent  it.  The  people  whose 
property  and  dearest  connections  fell  a 
prey  to  the  devouring  flames  were  not 
consulted  in  the  execution ;  they  had  no 
will  in  the  matter ;  and  now  they  had  no 
refuge,  no  shelter  to  fly  to  ;  and  whether 
the  act  were  justifiable  or  not,  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  voluntary  on  their  part,  bute 
penalty  inflicted  on  them  by  their  govern- 
ment. The  right  hon.  gentleman  wished 
he  could  know  what  were  the  real  feelings 
of  the  Russian  people  with  respect  to  that 
event,  and  had  delivered  a  splendid  pas* 
sage  and  drawn  a  highly  coloured  picture 
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ment,  that  ti^e  oiily  claim  upoa  thera  was 
for  an  explanalion  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  policy  by  which  their  future  ac- 
tions were  %o  be  regulated^  and  that  there 
appeiared  no  ground  for  cexMorei  no  cause 
for  complainty  and  no  source  for  apprehen- 
sion or  discoorageoieat.  It  was  indeed 
evident  that  the  prospects  of  tiie  country 
were  improved,  for  if  this  had  not  been 
broadly  founded  in  fact,  he  would  this 
night  have  had  made  upon  bini,  demands 

^.of  a  yery  different  nature  from  those  which 
bad  been  made.  lUie  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  with  perfiect  propriety  divided 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  before  the 
House  into  two  parts^  connected  with  the 
external  and  internal  situation  o^  tfie 
country*  and  had  applied  himself  gene- ' 
rally  to  the  former.  This  in  Itself  was 
another  source  of  gratiEcalion  to  him,  and 
must,  he  was  sure»  be  equally  satisfactory 
to  the  House,  when  they  considered  the 
state  in  which  they  were  placed  about  the 
period  of  the  end  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament.  When  they  reflected  on^the 
condition  of  some  of  the  counties  at  that 
time,  they  would  be  inclined  to  think  that 
bis  Miyesty's  ministers  had  a  very  diffi- 
cult task  to  perform,  and  would  agree'  in 
what  had  been  so  ably  stated  by  the  noble 
mover  and  honoartfble  secondef  of  the 
Address,  that  there  was  ^eat  canse  for 
congratulation  in  the  termmation  of  those 
difficulties,  by  the  means  which  parlia- 
ment had  pcovided^-means  devised  in  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  although  calculated 
to  repress  the  system  of  iosubordination 
that  then  unhappily  existed.  In  the  .ad^ 
ministration  of  those  laws  .with  which  they 
were  armed,  it  was  pleasing  to  him  ai^d 
$o  his  colleaga«B  to  observe,  tbat  there  was 

.  no  insinuation  of  an  abuse  of  power ;  and 
it  was  equally  gratifying  to  him  to  .have 
to  state,  that  the  people  themselves  by 
their  own  good  sense  and  allegiance  had 
retraced  their  mistaken,  steps,  and  that 
their  regeneration  had  grown  more  oat  of 
their  own  disposition  than  out  of  the  ef- 

•ficaqy  or  entorcement  of  the  legislatiye 

Erovisioos  which  had  been  resorted  to. 
1  looking  to  the  ^larger  branch  of  the 
question  to  which  the  right  honourable 
.gentleman  bad  directed  bis  attentions- 
larger,  as  it  affected  the  secority  and. des- 
tinies of  the  world,  he  must  trespass  at 
somewhat  greater  length  upon  the   pa<* 

.  tience  of  the  House,  in^rder,  not  to  discuss 
fully  the  several  in^portant  propositions 
•atarted,  hot  to  Record  what  might  be  the 

.A^c^i^cl*  on  which  ministers  would  meet 
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these  various  enquiries,  and,  if  necessary, 
defend  themselves  from  attack,  should 
they  be  made  matter  of  accusation.  His 
task  in  this  would  have  been  infinitely 
narroiver  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
not  built  much  of  the  reason  for  his  re- 
serve in  cordially  agreeing  with  the  Ad- 
dress that  had  just  been  moved,  on  as- 
smnptions  entirely  inapplicable  to  mi- 
nisters, and  without  foundation  in  point  of 
fact.  This  the  right  hon.  gen  lie  man  had 
done  in  the  absence  of  that  inibrmation 
which  it  was  impossible  for  any  person 
not  in  the  administration  of  ihe  govern- 
ment to  possess,  but  which  he  would,  in  so 
far  as  was  consistent  with  his  public  duty, 
and  what  he  owed  to  his  own  and  to  other 
countries,  endeavour  lo  produce.  In  look- 
ing to  our  external  relations,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  first  brought  before 
them  the  most  important  state  of  affairs  in 
the  north  of  £nrope ;  he  bad,  secondly, 
directed  their  regards  to  ^  the  war  on  the 
peninsnla,  in  which  we  were  interested  in 
common  with  other  powers  ;  and,  in  tho 
third  and  last  place,  had  alluded  to  that 
contest  in  which  we  were  engaged  alone, 
and  which  might  therefbre  be  considered 
as  more  peculiarly  within  our  own  pro- 
vince, namely,  the  war  with  America— a 
war  which  he  would  ever  continue  to 
think  most  unfortunate  and.afilicting,  how« 
ever  unavoidable  and  necessary.  In  en- 
deavouring to  follow  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man over  these  grounds,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  vary  a  little  the  order  in  which  he 
had  considered  the  several  topics.  He 
would  take  the  war  on  the  peninsula  in  the 
first  instance,  and  this  he  might  the  more 
naturally  do,  because  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  apdcen  of  it  as  the  ^oint  on  which 
they  ought,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  po- 
licy, to  make  their  effort  as  a  diversion  in 
favour  of  Russia,  since  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected of  this  country,  that  it  was  able  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  to  make  a  proper 
exertion  in  that  quarter,  and  nerve  the  arm 
of  Russia  in  the  north,  by  furnishing  her 
with  men. or  money.  He  begged  to  as- 
sure the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
I)ouse,  that  ministers  would  not  be  in- 
clined to  rebut  any  censure  that  might  be 
applied  to  them,  on  the  ground  of  relaxa- 
tion in  their  efforts  to  carry  on  most  vigo* 
ronsly  the  war  in  Spain ;  there  had  been 
no  relaxation  on  their  parts  ;  neither  had 
they  nftglected  any  means  by  which  it  was 
possible  for  them,  by  previous  proTisions, 
to  obtain  possession  of  a  sreater  dispose- 
able  force.     They  would  not  therefore 
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found  their  jostification  on  any  Krottnd8*of 
postpODement,  or  inclination  to  delay  exe- 
ctiting  that  which  was  in  their  power.  He 
also  rejected  in  their  name  the  defence 
that  might  be  set  op  for  not  calling  earlier 
on  parliament  to  furnish  them  with  more 
extended  means.  The  ministers  of  the 
Prince  Regent  were  prepared  to  defend 
themselfes  on  the  exercise  of  the  means 
they  actaally  did  possess,  or  could  pos- 
•eu,  and  their  having  eteployed  the  re- 
lources  entrusted  to  them  to  theutmost, 
without  draining  the  country  beyond  that 
pitch  which  no  nation  could  sustain  or  sup- 
port. Whatever  might  be  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  opinion  on  this  bead,  mi- 
nisters certainly  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pected to  make  these  unnatural  attempts 
(now  suggested  as  necessary  and  ae- 
fended  as  politic)  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side;  by  those  who  had  ever  incul- 
cated upon  their  minds  the  necessity  there 
was  for  husbanding  oar  resources,  and, 
even  on  the  peninsula,  keepThg  our  exer- 
tions within  bounds  of  the  strictest  mode- 
ration. It  was  not  his  intention  to  throw 
out  any  invidious  reflection  on  those  who 
had  maintained  these  opinions,  and  all  he 
wished  to  do  kt  this  time  was,  to  lay  in 
his  claim  to  the  grounds  on  which  he 
•honld  be  prepared  hereafter  to  combat 
any  attachment  of  blame  to  his  Royal 
Highness's  advisers  on  this  subject.  In- 
deed, it  was  obviously  impossible  for  mi- 
nisters to  enter  on  an  ample  elucidation 
of  the  measures  respecting  which  doubts 
might  be  thrown  out,  on  a  night  like  the 
present,  when  all  the  numerous  points  of 
policy  connected  with  the  coipntry  were 
thrown  open  for  partial  discussion,  and 
their  attention  was  not  confined  to  a  single 
object,  though  many  of  those  alluded  to 
were  sufficiently  intricate  and  important 
to  require  of  themselves  the  utmost  dili- 
gence and  powers  of  enquiry  possessed  by 
parliament.  He  begged  leave  to  caution 
the  House  against  being,  as  it  was  apt  to 
be,  led  to  expect  too  much  from  successes, 
or  to  despair  at  reverses,  even  though 
they  might  be  such  as  placed  the  allied 
forces  in  the  lines  at  Torres  Vedras.  It 
ivas  neither  one  disaster,  or  one  victory, 
that  could  decide  the  fate  of  the  peninsula, 
and  it  was  a  dangerous  feeling  to  indulge, 
which  would  be  elevated  beyond  correct 
views  even  by  such  a  victory  as  would 
ahortlv  call  for  the  thanks  of  the  House ; 
or  to  be  depressed  beyond  occasion  by 
CTery  failure  of  complete  success  that 
might  attend  our  exertioni.  When  by 
(VOL.  XXIV*) 
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the  most  consummate  generalship,  that 
victory,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
war,  and  as  glorious  as  ever  adorned  the 
British  name ;  when  that  victory  made 
the  enemy  feel  its  effects  to  the  utmost 
extremities  of  his  force,  and  dislocated 
his  armies;   because  our  illustrious  and 
excellent  commander  had  accomplished  ^ 
this,  had   they  any  reason  whatever  to 
suppose  that  the  entire  French  power  oil 
the  peninsula  would  be  at  once    extin* 
guished,  and  the  allies  enabled  to  march 
to  the  Pyrennees  ?    The  public  mind  was 
apt  to  run  into  a  course  too  sanguine,  and 
to  believe   any  statement  which    might 
pretend  that  the  effect  of  a  defeat  like  thia 
would  be  the  total  extinction  of  the  enemy 
in  Spain.     But  when  the  House  reflected 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam* 
paign,  the  French  force  on  the  peninsula 
amounted    to  200,000  men,  which  waa 
perhaps  reduced  by  detachments  sent  to 
the  north  to  150,000,  at  the  period  of  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  they  would  be  in* 
dined  to  take  a  different  and  more  correct 
view  of  the  subject.    They  would  observe 
that  such  a  force,  when  spread  over  the 
face  of  Spain,  might  maintain  the  pos* 
session  of  the  country*  by  keeping  down 
the  ipirit  of  its  population,  whicn  they 
were  now  unable  to  do  when  collected 
into  two  great  masses.    After  the  memor* 
able  battle  of  Salamanca,  they  were  ren* 
dered  too  feeble  to  keep  possession   of 
Spain,  and  instead  of  driving  the  British 
into  the  sea,  as  they  had  often  vainly 
threatened,  they  were  driven  by  the  Bri- 
tish.   But  when  they  gare  up  the  pro- 
vinces and  became  a  concentrated  army« 
any  man  looking  with  a  soldier's  ey^^ 
might  be  able  to  see,  that  even  after  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington had  a  heavy  task  to  perform  to 
drive  the   French    from    Spain.      They 
might  worship  the  spirit  of   the  people 
of  this    country,    whose   exultation    on 
the  triumphs  of  their  gallant  countrymen 
in  Spain   was  so  great   as    to  induce  a 
sanguine  feefing,  not  warranted  by  the 
actual  state  of  the  case.    But  whatever 
expectations  the  people  built  upon,  as  far 
as  lord  Wellington  wiih  his  knowledge 
and  information  went,  bis  prospects  had 
been  largely  and  liberally  accomplished. 
He  could  assure  them,  that  lord  Welling- 
ton had  received  supplies  and  reinforce- 
ments to  a  greater  extent  than  ever.    In 
the  course  of  last  year,  20,000  men  had 
been  sent  to  join  him,  and  he  (Lord  C.) 
should  be  able  to  contend^  that  though 
(G) 
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Urge  reinforcements  hnd  not  arrWed  since 
the  battle  of  Salamanca,  this  arose  from 
the  impossibility  of  sending  men  sooner 
than  had  been  done.  The  exertions  of 
the  government,  and  in  a  peculiar  man« 
tier,  of  his  royal  highness  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  to  bringregiments  to  such  a  state 
of  eflSciency  as  to  render  them  fit  for  fo- 
reign service,  had  been  incessant  and  stre- 
nuous. And  he  had  to  apprize  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  on  the  wisest  prin- 
ciples the  grants  from  the  militia  had  not 
been  available  as  a  regular  force,  earlier 
than  the  month  of  May,  and  that  neither 
the  internal  state  of  the  country,  nor  of 
Ireland,  would,  at  a  former  period,  admit 
of  those  forces  being  spared  which  might 
now  be  united  to  their  gallant  comrades 
in  the  glorious  task  of  delivering  the  pe- 
ninsula. He  again  repeated,  that  the 
greatest  possible  efforts  had  been  made 
lor  an  active  campaign ;  and  he  trusted 
what  he  had  said  on  this  point  would  be 
received  as  a  fair  and  candid  solution 
of  the  doubts  thrown  out  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  Thus  far  he  had  rather 
opened,  the  matters  at  issue  between  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  himself.  He 
perfectly  agreed  with  him,  that  the  aid  to 

^Russia  ought  to  be  given  in  Sofiin ;  and 
he  was  also  ready  to  admit,  tfiat  as  the 
north  opened  prc»pects  of  greater  success, 
insomuch  ought  they  to  make  more  stre- 

'  nuons  efforts  on  the  peninsula.  With  re- 
spect to  the  war  in  the  north,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  laid  what  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  advert  to,  into  a  nar- 
Jt>wer  compass,  as  he  had  not  made  any 
charge  in  so  far  as  Russia  was  concerned. 
He  and  all  the  world  must  feel,  and  none 
felt  it  more  than  the  illustrious  person  at 
the  head  of  that  vast  empire,  who  was  so 
Jikely  to  ameliorate  the  destinies  of  the 
world,  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  from 
this  country  to  make  larger  sacrifices,  or 
In  other  quarters,  than  those  in  which  she 
was  engpiged.  That  great  monarch  did 
not  call  on  us  for  pecuniary  support.  He 
•aid,  "you  are  fighting  my  cause  and  the 
cause  of  the  world  in  Spain,  and  there  it  is 

•that  your  efforts  will  be  most  available  and 
efficacious."  His  imperial  majesty  felt 
this  to  be  the  common  policy  in  the  com- 

.  mon  cause,  and  instead  of  looking  to  us 

.for  aid  in  the  north,  he  had  looked  to  a  far 
surer  and  nobler  source— he  had  looked 
lo  the  patriotism^  the  liberality,  the  an- 
bounded  liberaUty,  the  spirit,  and  the 
Foyalty  of  bis  people,  to  uphold  him  in 
tfaft  great  struggle  for  iiid4>eiid«ice9  in 
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which  be  is  engaged,  and  to  us  he  had 
looked  for  the  effectual  carrying  on  of 
the  contest  in  Spain.     Of  Sweden,    to 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  al- 
luded, it  was  more    difficult   to   speak. 
Without  divulging  any  of  those  secrets 
which  belong  to  the  cabinet  of  this  or  of 
other  countries,  he  might  however  stat« 
that  Sweden  as  well  as  Russia  had  received 
injury  from  France,  and  both  had  felt  it* 
Russia  had  taken  the  field  to  resist  the  ag- 
gressions of  her  adversary,  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  speaking 
openly  of  her  measures;    but  as  Sweden 
had  not  yet  taken  a  step  so  decided,  ha 
hoped  the  House  would  be  of  opinion  that 
he  had  a  duty  to  perform,  which  rendered 
it  very  difficult  for  him  to  make  any  very 
open  or  explicit  statement  on  this  point. 
Yet    without   exceedihg    discretion,    he 
might  say,  that  if  the  exertions  of  Sweden, 
necessarily  smaller  than  those  of  Russia, 
had  required   the  pecuniary  aid  of  this 
country,  to  cause  a  diversion  in  the  rear  of 
the  French  armies,  ministers  would  have 
been  ready  to  have  assisted  her  operations 
to    that   extent      He  declined  entering 
further  into  this  matter  at  present  France 
had  committed  an  unqualified  aggression 
on  the  Swedish  monarchy,  which  had  at 
yet  been  only  met  by  a  somewhat  qualified 
resistance.     What  were  the  motives  for 
collecting  the  force  upon  her  coasts,  it 
would  not  be  expected  for  him  to  explain  ; 
but  it  would  be  seen  with  a  feeling  of  hope 
and  exultation,  that  between  these  grea^ 
northern  powers,  for  they  were  both  great, 
outr  of  their  late  contention,  which  had  led 
to  the  dismemberment  of  the  province  of 
Finland  from  Sweden  :— out  of  that  con* 
tention  a  system  had  arisen,  which  hap« 
pily  had  not  prevented  their  being  linked 
together    in    the  bonds  of  the    closest 
friendship  and    alliance.     This  fact  ap* 
peared  to  be  obvious  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  when  it  was 
easy  to  perceive  that  a  perfect  under- 
standing existed  between  the  countries^ 
It  was  etident  that  Russia  reposed  confi- 
dence in  Sweden  from  the  withdrawal  ef 
the  mass  of  her  troops  from  their  canton- 
ments  in  Finland.      But  those  who  were 
not  satisfied  with  this  demonstration  of 
friendship,  must  have  every  apprehension 
relieved  by  the  event  of  the  personal  in* 
terview  at*Abo,  after  which  18,000  men 
from  the  port  of  Swinburgh  were  dis- 
patched to  Riga,  where  they  arrived  in 
time  to  join  general  Wittgenstein  at  the 
critical  period  which  enabled  bun  to  turn 
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the  scale  of  the  war  in  that  quarter,  and 
defeat  the  object  of  the  enemy's  right 
wing.  He  might  also  be  permitted  to 
8ay«  that  if  there  had  not  been  any  actual 
military  exertion  on  the  part  of  Sweden, 
yet  that  much  benefit  had  been  reaped 
'from  the  posture  which  she  assumed.  He 
called  upon  parliament  to  take  sober  views 
of  these  questions.  However  much  we 
might  wish  other  powers  to  enter  into  re- 
aistanpe  against  the  enemy  with  as  great 
energy  as  ourselves,  when  we  considered, 
that  not  possessing  the  advantages  of  our 
insular  situation,  they  were  not  so  safe  and 
remote  from  danger  as  we  were,  we  ought 
to  look  with  forbearance  to  their  measures, 
and  not  run  them  down,  or  impute  want 
of  virtuous  feeling  to  them,  because  they 
might  not  embark  in  hostilities  with  the 
avidity  we  desired.  ■  The  position  as- 
sumed by  Sweden  had  the  efiect  of  de- 
taining two  corps  of  the  French  army  from 
active  operations,  and  which  were  left  in 
the  confines  of  Denmark.  These  corps 
amounted  to  60,000  men.  The  most  ad- 
vanced, that  of  Victor,  the  enemy  had  not 
ventured  to  use  till  after  the  battle  of  Bo- 
rodino ;  and  in  fact  it  had  not  advanced 
till  September,  when  it  proceeded  by  de- 
tachments to  join  the  main  army.  The 
other  corps,  that  of  Angereau,  was  still 
more  retired  in  Germany,  and  completely 
withdrawn  from  hostile  operations.  Hav- 
ing observed  this  much,  he  was  satisfied 
be  had  said  enough,  without  disclosing 
the  councils  of  the  state,  to  shew  that 
Russia  had  a  Well*foonded  confidence  in 
the  amity  of  Sweden,  and  that  the  de- 
monstration made  by  the  latter  power, 
bad  paralysed  60,000  of  the  enemy's 
force.  On  these  grounds  ministers  would 
be  prepared  to  meet  any  future  discussion 
that  might  be  thought  necessary.  With 
respect  to  the  third  subject  on  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  animadverted, 
America  ;  on  this  branch,  he  had  an  ad- 
ditional task  of  explanation  imposed  upon 
him,  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  as- 
suming too  much  in  point  of  fact,  which 
be  was  compelled  to  deny.  He  agreed 
with  him  that  in  negociation  too  much  for- 
bearance had  been  shewn  towards  Ame- 
rica :  and  had  this  not  been  so,  he  could 
not  believe  ministers  would  stand  so  well 
with  the  House  and  the  country  as  they 
would  do  if  they  had  not  shewn  (whatever 
America  did),  that  they  were  most  unwil- 
ling todepart  from  old  principles  and  feel- 
inffs.  But  he  denied  that  the  war,  after 
k  bad  been  jcommencedj  wm  carried  on 
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with  greater  forbearance  than  was  indis- 
pensably adopted  from  a  consideration  of 
the  other  contests  in  which  the  nation  was 
unhappily  engaged.  They  would  justly 
have  drawn  down  the  vengeance  of  many« 
and  of  no  one  more  than  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  had  they  withdrawn  a  force 
from  the  peninsula  for  the  purpose  of  ori- 
ginating belligerent  measures  against 
America.  He  maintained  and  would  at 
any  time  be  prepared  to  shew  that  they 
had  done  all  they  could.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  expressed  himself  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  niinisters  could  expect  any 
thing  pacific  from  America,  after  the  pi'o- 
mulgation  of  her  Declaration  to  which  he 
referred.  He  was  ready  to  consider  that 
document  in  the  same  point  of  view  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  containing  in 
it  demands  which,  if  insisted  on  by  Ame- 
rica, would  preclude  for  ever  any  pros- 
pect of  peace.  But  the  Speech,  in  its  al- 
lusion to  this  topic,  referred  to  the  state 
of  America  at  the  period  when  this  decla- 
ration was  issued.  Ministers  had  never 
assured  the  House,  nor  the  country,  what- 
ever had  been  done  by  others,  that  the 
concessions  required  to  be  made  to  Ame* 
rica  would  lead  to  peace ;  on  the  con- 
trary,  when  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  ii^ 
Council  was  .  discussed,  they  said,  in 
answer  to  those  who  contended  that  if 
these  were  surrendered  peace  would  be 
the  consequence,  that  the  claims  relative 
to  blockade  and  impressment  would  disap- 
point their  expectations.  It  was  not  till 
after  the  war  broke  out  that  the  American 
government  alleged  other  grounds  of  war 
than  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  system 
of  blockade.  The  matter  of  impressment 
was  previously  only  urged  as  an  angry 
point  of  discussion.  With  respect  to  the 
course  taken  by  ministers  when  they  ac« 
quifed  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  they  had  done  that 
which  was  tantamount  to  complete  hosti- 
lity, and  it  was  not  from  forbearance,  but 
from  considerations  of  other  circumstances 
of  the  country,  that  they  had  refrained 
from  the  immediate  ii^sue  of  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  and  from  publishing 
to  the  world  their  case  against  the  United 
States.  But  although  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  were  net  issued,  war  was  ai 
effectually  waged  in  another  mode;  and 
this  was  done  from  a  desire  to  keep  the 
councils  of  the  government  ready  to  meet 
any  disposition  that  might  arise  on  tha 
part  of  America  towards  peace.  Had  they 
not  acted  ia  this  manner,  they  would 
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have  justly  had  to  experience  the  censure 
of  gentlemen  opposite^  if  America  had,  on 
the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  from  this 
country,  withdrawn  her  declaration,  and 
restored  the  British  property  that  had 
been  seized,  and  they  bad  been  unable  to 
meet  this  pacific  disposition  with  corres- 
pondent restitution,  without  coming  to 
parliament  to  vote  that  sum  which  had 
found  its  way  into  the  cofTera  of  the  cap« 
tors  of  American  ships.  With  respect  to 
time,  the  moment  the  declaration  of  war 
was  ascertained,  and  that  the  Americans 
had  proceeded  to  the  condemnation  of  the 
British  property  seized  and  refused  to  ra- 
tify the  armistice  concluded  between  them 
and  the  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  with 
admiral  Sawyer,  that  moment  the  lietters 
of  marque  and  reprisal  were  issued.  The 
right  bon.  gentleman  had  truly  said  it  was 
an  extraordinary  thing  that  no  answer  had 
been  published  to  that  Declaration  which 
could  be  so  readily' refuted,  and  that  the 
cnu3  was  thrown  on  the  government,  to 
shew  that  grave  and  weighty  reasons  ex- 
isted for  not  taking  that  official  step.  But 
neither  the  House  nor  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  were  to  learn,  that  though  we 
were  actually  at  war  with  America,  yet 
Jiegociations  had  not  absolutely  termi- 
nated. A  mission  had  been  entrusted  to 
admiral  Warren,  and  a  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  him  to  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  which  no  answer  had  been  re- 
ceived up  to  this  day.  This  proposition 
was  intended  to  have  been  made  through 
Mr.  Foster ;  but  as  be  had  left  the  country 
before  the  dispatch  arrived,  the  business 
had  of  necessity  devolved  upon  the  ad- 
•  miral  on  the  station.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, waiting  for  the  reply  of  the 
American  government  (thouch  he  did 'not 
mean  by  ibis  (o  lead  the  House  to  any 
sanguine  expectation  as  to  the  result),  he 
was  sure  the  House  would  feel  that  mi- 
nisters w«>uld  have  more  consulted  their 
feelings  than  their  judgments,  had  they 
hastily  put  forth  the  ^answer  they  felt 
themselves  so  competent  to  give  to  the  as* 
jertions  and  claimaof  America.  He  hoped, 
theref«»re.  that  on  this  subject  also  he  had 
laid  sufficient  general  grounds  for  meeting 
any  inculpatory  observations  to  which  it 
might  give  rise  hereafter.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  touched  on  one  or  two 
other  points  which  required  little  notice* 
It  was  true,  as  be  stated,  that  the  British 
government  had  never  endeavoured  to 
force  through  neutrals  their  manulactores 
into  Fraoce.    With  regard  to  tbt  mission 
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of  Henry,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
that  ministers  should  publish  any  disa* 
voWal  of  it  now.  They  had  disavowed  it 
in  their  places  in  parliament,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  done  to*night,  and 
like  him  declared  they  never  knew  of  it 
until  published  by  the  American  govern- 
menL  That  the  non.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Whitbread)*  had  not  pursued  hia 
charge  upon  it  with  greater  eagerness,  waa 
a  pretty  strong  proof  that  no  blame  could 
be  thrown  on  ministers  on  that  account ; 
and  besides  all  this,  he  had  to  assure  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  government 
had  disavowed  it  to  the  American  cabinet, 
to  satisfy  whom  they  had  sent  over  all  the 
papers  with  which  they  were  acquainted 
on  the  subject.  He  was  not  aware  that 
he  had  occasion  to  trouble  the  House  at 
any  further  length,  though  he  would  be 
happy  to  give  every  information  in  bis 
power.  It  was  with  extreme  pleasure  he 
found,  that  instead  of  the  usual  opposition 
on  such  opportunities  as  the  present,  the 
object  of  all  seemed  rather  to  be  to  join  in 
gratulations  on  the  prosperous  state  of  af- 
fairs, and  the  general  improving  aspect  of 
Europe.  (Here  some  disapprobation  was 
evinced  on  the  Opposition  bench).  He 
challenged  the  House  to  say  when  a 
Speech  was  delivered  on  the  opening  of 
parliament,  which  contained  so  bright  a 
catalogue  of  success,  or  displayed  a  more 
marked  prospect  of  amendment  or /ad- 
vantage to  the  country.  (Hear  I )  If  they 
could  not  say  that  the  enemy  waa  alto- 
gether discomfited,  and  finally  and  ef- 
fectually repressed,  yet  they  never  before 
could  say  that  they  saw  him  so  danger- 
ously involved  in  two  great  wars  in  the 
opposite  extremities  of  Europe.  These 
were  wars  in  which  he  was  not  merely 
committed  against  the  governments  of 
countries,  but  in  which  the  nations  were 
arrayed  agaimt  him.  They  were  not,  as 
heretofore,  wars  productive  of  means  to 
recruit  his  resources,  augment  his  forces, 
and  from  his  conquests  reap  the  sinews  of 
extended  conquests.  Though  he  could 
drag  his  tributary  states  into  ihe  field,  and 
amass  a  powerful  force  from  those  whom 
he  had  already  overcome,  yet  in  the  great 
scale  on  which  he  was  engaged,*  he  met 
with  no  aids  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
the  war  vigorously  ;  he  only  met  with  na- 
tional resistance,  and  was  obliged  to  bring 
his  supplies  with  him,  and  exhaust  his  re- 
sources from  the  people  over  whom  he 
exercises  hia  rigorous  sway,  for  he  could 
not  find  them  in  Um  coontry  he  invaded. 


W] 


ON  Openmgi  the  Sesnmm 


Nov.  50,  181^ 


[90 


In  Ratsia  the  spirit  of  dei perate  opposi- 
tion to  his  aggreMioDS  was,  as  noticed  in 
the  Speech,  anparalleled  in  history.    The 
people  of  that  country  had  been  spoken  of 
as  barbarians,  and  as  bein^  a  century  be- 
hind other  nations   in    citilization,    bat 
could  they  find  in  any  country  a  resistance 
to  invasion  equal  to  that  glorious  spirit 
which  was  now  displayed,  firing  every 
rank  and  description  of  men  in  the  vast 
ttussian  empire  ?    Nor  was  it  for  courage 
alone  that  the  Russians  had  shone  conspi- 
cuous during  this  contest}    that    heroic 
▼alour,  for  which  they  were  famed    on 
former  occasions,  was  not  now  their  only 
praise.    The  military  councils  and  skill  of 
she  commanders  also  shone  pre-kmioently; 
and  the  whole  conduct  of  the  campaign 
proved  them  to  be  equal  to  the  most  dim- 
cult  situations  and   trying   emergencies. 
The  retreat  of  the  numerous  great  bodies 
of  troops  from  the  Niemen  to  Moskwa, 
and  the  able  and  judicious    manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted    under   pressing 
circumstances,  was  scarcely  to  be  equal  lea 
in   the   history  of  the    most   celebrated 
transactions  of  that  kind.     The  retreat  of 
Moreau,  on  which  his  highest  fame  rested, 
no  military  man  would  say  could  come 
into   competition    with    this   in    Russia. 
When  so  many  armies  had  marched  over 
500  miles  of  country  before  they  united 
into  one  mass,  invariably  baffling  the  im- 
mense force  of  their  enemy,  fighting  va- 
rious battles,  and  never  putting  it  in  the 
power  of  that  enemy  to  say  that  he  had 
dispersed  a  single  regiment,  or  captured  a 
ains le  gun  or  baggage  waggon ;    so  ex- 
cellently executed  a  movement  Was  not  sur- 
Eassed  in  the  history  of  the  world  ;  and 
ad  evinced,  on  the  part  of  the  Kus^jan 
commanders,  the  utmost  skill  and  ability, 
which,  with  the  known   valour  of  their 
troops,  added  fresh  hopes  to  those  already 
entertained  of  the  deliverance  of  Europe. 
The  interests  of  this  people  were  now 
identified  with  onr  own  in  the  most  grati- 
fying manner,  by  their  fleets  approaching 
our  harbours ;  an  action  on  the  part  of 
our  ally  which  was  calculated  to  make 
the  French   feel  that  even  the  low  of  ano 
ther  capital  would  not  kivolve  the  loss  of 
their  fleet,  or  be  considered  any  more 
than  the  tbrmer  as  involving  the  loss  of  the 
country.    In  this  the  emperor  Alexander 
bad  shewn  a  ^orious  example  of  what  a 
monarch  ought  to  be,  and  of  the  true  po- 
licy of  a  monarch,  which,  had  it  been 
acted  upon  by  others,  Europe  would  not 
have  been  ia  iu  preseol  stale.  He  had  not 


placed  bis  strength  in  a  capital  city,  but 
trusted  to  the  spirit  of  his  country  for  the 
pledge  to  stand  by  him,  and  repel  the  in- 
vaders, and  in  this  he  had  not  been  disap* 
pointed.  His  lordship  concluded  by  say* 
ing,  *'  Thus  in  every  quarter  our  pros- 
pects  are  most  bright  and  happy.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain  every  thing  that 
may  appear  doubtful,  and  congratulate 
the  House  and  the  nation,  that  from  the 
state  in  which  the  country  is  on  the  open- 
ing  of  this  new  parliament,  there  is  not  a 
topic  for  condemnation,  though  there  are 
so  many  for  cheering  us  in  our  exertions^ 
and  encouraging  us  to  hope  that  every 
thing  will  prosper  to  our  wishes." 

Mr.  Wkkhtad  said,  if  the  right  hon« 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one  bad  al- 
luded to  him  as  the  person  who  was  under- 
stood to  have  prepared  an  Amendment, 
he  was  correct  in  that  allusion ;  but  as 
for  the  period  of  the  evening  at  which 
either  the  right  hon.  gentleman  or  the 
noble  lord  opposite  might  expect  him  to 
deliver  his  lentiments,  in  this  he  was  sorry 
to  disappoint  them,  though  he  begged  to 
say  that  he  considered  his  time  for  speak- 
ing was  entirely  at  his  own  selection.  It  was 
true  he  was  the  person  who  had  prepared 
an  Amendment;  but  before  he  expressed 
his  own  he  wished  to  hear  the  sentiments 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  well  as 
those  of  the  noble  lord  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  was  particularly  desirous  of 
hearing  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  opi- 
nion of  afi*airs  at  this  time,  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  his  answer  to  his  con- 
stituents at  Liverpool,  said  it  was  his  own 
fault  if  he  was  not  now  minister.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  rise  to* night  to  dwell  in 
contention  with  him,  as  he  might  have 
done  at  former  periods,  but  to  deliver  his 
sentiments  on  what  he  conceived  to  be 
the  present  state  of  the  country.  In  his 
opinion,  there  were  great  omissions  in  the 
Speech  of  the  Prince  Regent,  or  rather  of 
his  Royal  Highnesses  advisers.  The 
Speech  had  professed  to  give,  as  it  ought 
to  give,  ample  information  to  the  House, 
on  the  existing  situation  of  the  country, 
on  the  events  that  had  occurred  since  the 
sitting  of  the  last  parliament,  and  the  sub* 
ject  of  our  foreign  relations,  but  there 
was  no  information  with  respect  to  the 
dispute  with  Atnerica;  and  with  respect 
to  Spain,  there  was  nothing  which  could 
in  anywise  enable  them  to  form  a  judg* 
roent  as  to  what  was  the  cause  of  the  late 
losses  wbich  the  country  bad  so  much  rea^^ 
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ton  to  deplore.  He  found  himself,  there- 
fore, bound  to  call  for  information  on  these 
•ubjects.  If  e?er  there  was  a  time  when 
enquiry  and  information  were  called  for, 
it  was  the  present,  when  topics  of  so  great 
and  vital  importance  came  before  them  for 
discussion  and  decision.  He  would  ask  whe* 
iher  the  House  recollected  the  lamentable 
situation  in  which  the  executive  govern- 
ment was  placed  ?  Were  they  not  informed 
that  the  recovery  Qf  his  Majesty  was  hope- 
less ;  and  that  the  frequent  paroxysms'to 
which  he  was  subject  rendered  his  life  so 
precarious,  that  the  existence  of  the  present 
parliament  was  likely  to  be  of  very  short 
duration,  unless  the  noble  lord  should  think 
proper  to  propose,  what  he  had  heard  was 
his  intention,  early  in  the  present  session, 
namely,  an  Act  for  the  continuance  of  its 
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sitting  notwithstanding  the  demise  of  his 
Majesty  ?  Whether  so  bold  an  experi- 
ment was  to  be  tried  he  knew  not ;  but  if 
such  an'  infraction  of  the  constitution 
should  ever  be  attempted,  he  would  oppose 
it,  if  alive,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  If, 
however,  such  a  proposition  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  made,  the  tenure  of  their 
existence  was  necessarily  precarious,  and 
it  behoved  them  therefore  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  applying  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  for  information  dn  the 
state  of  aflairs.  He  did  not  believe  that 
even  the  noble  lord  wished  to  stifle  all 
inquiry  into  the  transactions  of  Spain,  or 
the  negociation  with  America :  for  even 
now  the  noble  lord  had  said  that  a  nego- 
ciation was  on  foot  with  America.  Why 
should  not  the  House  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  steps  that  had  been  taken  with 
respect  to  that  country.  He  trusted  that 
this  flimsy  pretence  would  neither  be  of- 
fered or  received  as  a  ground  for  with- 
holding thM  intelligence  from  parlia- 
ment which  he  contended  to  be  so  indis- 
pensible  to  their  taking  a  right  view  of 
the  political  interests  of  the  country,  ex- 
ternally and  internally.*— There  was  ano- 
ther topic  on  which  the  Speech  had  not 
touched,  at  which  he  for  one  could  not 
help  expressing  his  astonishment,  the 
more  especially  when  he  called  to  mind 
the  debates  and  resolutions  which  had 
taken  place  upon  it  in  the  last  parliament. 
He  alluded  to  what  was  commonly  called 
the  Catholic  Question.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  noble  lord  had  not  coun- 
selled the  Prince  Regent,  who  was  known 
to  have  once  entertained  sentiments  favour- 
able to  the  Catholics^  after  the  debates 
•which  had  taken  place  in  that  House,  and 
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the  small   majorities  which  had  been  ob- 
tained, to  take  notice  of  the  claims  ?   Why 
he   had    not  advised    his  Royal'  High* 
ness  to  introduce  into  the  Speech  one 
small  paragraph  about  Ireland,  the  omis- 
sion of  which  could  not  but  be  a  subject 
of  mortification  and  indignation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country  ?-— There  were 
other  circumstances  intimately  connected 
with  our  continental  connections,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  ought  to  have  formed  a 
prominent  part  of  the  Speech,  instead  of 
being  as  they  were,  studiously  avoided. 
One  of  these  was  the  depreciated  state  of 
the  currency  of  the  country.    If  he  was 
not  grossly  misinformed,  such  was  the  ab- 
solute want  of  specie,  that  the  ofiicers  of 
that  gallant  army  which  had  achieved 
those  glorious  victories  of  which  we  so 
deservedly  boasted,  were  even  unable  to 
provide  themselves  with  any  of  the  com- 
forts of  life — at  least,  that  no  subaltern 
was  enabled  to  provide  himself  with  any 
other  means  of  subsistence  or  additional 
comfort  of  life  beyond  the  rations  which 
he  obtained    from    the    commissariat. — 
From  the  same  causes  the  debt  of  thas 
gallant  army  was  very  great,  and  increas- 
ing from  day  to  day,  whereby  its  opera- 
tions were  crippled  and  frustrated.     When 
the  noble  lord  took  a  view  of  the  manu- 
factures of  this  countrjs  was  there  nothing 
to  make  him  pause  before  boasting  of  tha 
present  as  the  proudest  period  of  the  Eng- 
lish annals  ?     The  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Canning)  had  mentioned  our  threa 
wars.    It  was,  unfortunately,  but  too  true, 
that  an  acquisition  of  two  of  these  wan 
had  been  made  since  the  last  session.     In 
Russia  we  were  accessaries  after  the  fact. 
To  that  power  we  had  not  made  subsidies 
as  we  had  formerly  done  to  other  con- 
tinental powers  frequently  with  great  pro- 
fusion.    Of  the  ability  to  act  in  that  way 
we  were  now  deprived.    In  the  third  war, 
which  was  with  America,  we  stood  in  the 
character  of  principals  and  alone— -a  war 
the  most  disastrous  and  calamitous  that 
ever  was  waged,  and  the  existence    of 
which  cut  up  the  sinews  of  the  resources 
by  which  our  oth^r  wars  could  be  carried 
on.    This  was  the  proud,  this  was  the  un- 
paralleled situation  in  which  the  country 
was  placed,  so  much  the  subject  of  the 
noble  lord's  exultation.    In  his  opinion,  it 
afforded  only  grounds  for  apprehensions* 
and  abundant  reasons  to  dread  the  most 
serious  calamities.     But  the  noble  lord 
looked  at  these  things  with  a  •oldier't 
eye.    He  talked  of  the  masterly  retreat 
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0(  the  Rosiianty  which  he  thought  lope* 
rior  to  that  of  general  Moreau.  While  the 
noble  lord  dwelt  too  with  exultation  on 
the  achievements  in  Canada^  he  over* 
looked  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by 
the  American  frigate  the  Constitution. 
He  took  only  the  flattering  points  into  his 
picture,  but  it  became  the  House  to  take 
every  feature  into  their > view.  It  was  their 
duty  to  look  at  the  situation  in  which  lord 
Wellington  was  now  placed  since  his  abaii- 
donmentof  the  siege  of  Burgos.  The  noble 
lord  had  thought  proper  to  suppose  that 
my  lord  Wellington  might  even  be  oblig- 
ed to  retreat 40  toe  lines  of  Torres  Vedras. 
Lord  Wellington  himself,  in  his  dis- 
patches, said  that  the  enemy  were  in  great 
force,  that  they  had  received  considerable 
reinforcements ;  and  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  mortification  and  regret,  that  he 
saw  himself  obliged  to  give  up  an  object 
which,  if  obtained,  he  considered  the  sac* 
cess  of  the  campaign  certain.  They  were 
told,  that  when  pursued  by  the  French 
army  he  was  pressed  hardly ;  and  when 
at  Rueda,  that  he  could  not  make  a  stand 
there.  But  then  they  were  told  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  was  improved, 
and  that  the  nation  was.  in  a  glorious  and 
grand  situation.  Why?  Because  Buo- 
naparte waaon  his  retreat  to  his  resources; 
—his  force  not  annihilated,  though  cer- 
tainly in  great  danger.  This  was  what 
the  House  were  to  congratulate  themselves 
on,  and  for  which  they  were  to  go  to  the 
Prince  Regent' with  an  Address,  on  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  country!  If  this 
•itoation  of  affiiirs  on  the  continent  was 
good  for  any  thing,  it  was  this ;  that  the 
emperor  of  France,  having  failed  in  his 
object,  an  opportunity  was  now  offered, 
when  it  would  not  be  inglorious,  and 
when  it  would  certainly  be  highly  useful 
to  propose  to  the  enemy  some  arrange- 
ment for  peace.— The  noble  lord  had  by 
iio  means  satisfactorily  answered  the  ques- 
tion put  to  him  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man respecting  Sweden.  It  was,  indeed, 
•orprising  that  this  country  should  become 
ao  easily  the  dupe  of  every  state  with 
which  it  happened  to  be  allied.  Great 
expectations  were  entertained  by  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  from  Sweden ; 
but  be  saw  nothing  in  the  connection  but 
fresh  sacrifices  and  fresh  disappointments. 
The  rear  of  the  enemy  was  to  be  harrassed 
by  the  Swedish  army,  under  that  great 
French  captain,  as  he  was  called,  the 
Crown  Prince  oTSweden*  Now  the  noble 
lord  says — Aye,  you  lee  wc  were  right  in 


our  expectations— Buonaparte  was  obliged 
to  leave  two  grand  corps  behind  him,  for 
fear  oC  the  Swedes.  But  yet  some  how 
or  other,  it  would  seem  that  Buonapart6 
was  soon  relieved  of  all  apprehensiona 
from  any  diversion  in  his  rear,  and 
availed  himself  in  proper  time  of  these 
two  corps,  so  said  to  be  kept  in  check 
by  the  Swedes;  for  the  fact  was,  that 
under  Victor  and  Augereau  they  had  ac- 
tually united  themselves  with  the  grand 
army  against  Russia.— As  to  the  state  of 
Russia  itself,  and  the  result  of  the  present 
campaign,  he  differed  altogether  from  the 
noble  lord  with  respect  u>  the  resources 
and  population  of  the  Russian  empire,  and 
with  respect  to  the  view  which  had  been 
taken  of  that  horrible  fact,  the  conflagra-^ 
tion  of  Moscow.  The  noble  lord  had  ap« 
plied  to  Buonaparte  the  epithet  of  devas- 
tor  of  Moscow.  Now,  it  appeared  thai 
Buonaparte  was  anxious,  and  did  all  that 
was  in  his  power  to  be  the  preserver  of 
Moscow,  as  he  had  preserved  Vienng, 
Berlin,  Rome,.Madrid,  Venice  and  Milan« 
into  which  he  had  entered  as  conqueror* 
This  act,  the  burning  of  Moscow,  which 
he  could  not  sufficiently  deplore,  had  been 
represented  by  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman, 
and  by  the  noble  lord,  as  a  proof  of  the 
spirit  which  animated  th<  Russians,  as  e 
sacrifice  th^y  were  willing  to  make  to  the 
safety  of  their  country ;  nay,  the  noble 
lord  had  regretted  that  the  example  set 
by  Russia,  in  the  destruction  of  their  ca- 
pital, was  not  earlier  made,  and  he  chose 
tu  describe  that  event  as  an  evidence  of 
the  temper  of  the  Russian  people,  as  if 
they  had  been  perfectly  willing  to  surren* 
der  their  wives  and  children,  their  sick, 
wounded  and  dying,  to  the  destructive 
flames  which  laid  the  city  in  ashes.  Bui 
this  was  by  no  means  the  case.  It  was 
well  known  that  Moscow  was  burnt  br 
military  command,  and  that  the  inhabi- 
nants  had  no  will  in  its  execution,  and  no 
power  to  prevent  it.  The  people  whose 
property  and  dearest  connections  fell  e 
prey  to  the  devouring  flames  were  not 
consulted  in  the  execution ;  they  had  no 
will  in  the  matter ;  and  now  they  had  no 
refuge,  no  shelter  to  fly  to  ;  and  whether 
the  act  were  justifiable  or  not,  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  voluntary  on  their  part,  bul« 
penalty  inflicted  on  them  by  their  govern- 
ment. The  right  hon.  gentleman  wished 
he  could  know  what  were  the  real  feelings 
of  the  Russian  people  with  respect  to  that 
event,  and  had  delivered  a  splendid  pas- 
sage and  drawn  a  highly  coloured  picture 
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from  the  stores  of  bis  imagination  on  the 
instincliTe  love  which  every  people  pos- 
•essed  for  their  native  soil.  This  he  be- 
lieved to  be  true,  they  might  love  their 
country ;  but  to  suppose  that  the  people  of 
Bussia  coald  love  their  government,  or  to 
talk  to  them  of  the  laws. and  constitutions 
of  their  country,  lyhich  they  were  called 
on  to  defend,  was  altogether  ridiculous. 
It  was  saidf  that  the  population  of  the  em- 
pire was  every  where  rising  spontaneous- 
^  round  the  French  armies  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exterminating  them.  But  where, 
De  would  ask,  was  the  evidence  of  this? 
That  the  Bussian  army  was  now,  as  it  al- 
ways had  been,  famous  for  its  valour  and 
discipline,  and  for  its  implicit  obedience, 
could  not  possibly  be  doubled.  They  were 
well  known  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  all 
the  commands  of  their  superiors  without 
hesitation,  and  would  probably  act  now  as 
they  did  formerly,  when  on  the  .  death 
of  their  monarch,  they  changed  sides, 
and  fought  to-dav  on  the  side  against 
which  they  had  fought  the  day  before. 
They  were  known  to  obey  without  reflec- 
tion and  without  hesitation  the  commands 
of  their  superiors  with  the  prospect  of  cer- 
tain and  immediate  death  before  them; 
but  to  expect  public  spirit  from  such  a 
people  was  carrying  too  far  even  the  power 
of  the  most  brilliant  fancy.  Yet  it  was  in 
this  situation  of  affairs  that  the  noble  lord 
thought  proper  to  compare  the  retreat 
from  the  Niemen  to  Moscow,  with  the 
well-known  retreat  of  Moreau.  But  in 
what  respects  could  they  possibly  be  com- 
pared together?  General  Moreau  exe- 
cuted his  retreat  when  he  was  far  into  the 
enemies'  country,  and  when  he  was  pur- 
sued by  powerful  and  warlike  hosts; 
while  on  the  other  hand  the  Bussians  re- 
treated into  their  own  country,  in  conse- 
quence of  plans  which  it  was  said  had 
been  long  digested  by  them.  They  were 
to  stop  at  a  certain  point,  where  they  had 
their  magazines  and  entrenched  camps. 
But  was  it  ever  in  contemplation  that  they 
should  retreat  to  Moscow,  before  fighting 
the  enemy,  and  afterwards  burn  Moscow  ? 
It  was  preposterous,  therefore,  in  the  noble 
lord,  to  speak  of  this  retreat  as  a  great  mi- 
litary operation.  If,  however,  the  efforts 
of  Bussia  had  been  great,  as  great  they 
certainly  were,  how  stupendous  must  have 
been  the  power  and  the  efforts  of  the  em- 
peror of  France,  who,  without  being  ne- 
cessitated to  carry  his  arms  into  Bussia, 
and  having  Ihe  war  of  Spain  already  on 
liis  hands,  began  that  great  undertaking. 
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penetrated  to  Moscow,  and  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  accomplished  his  pur« 
pose,  but  for  the  awful  act  by  which  it 
was  frustrated.— > With  respect  to  the  state 
of  affairs  in  the  peninsula,  it  was  generally 
known  to  the  credit  of  lord  Wellington^ 
that  he  did  not  court  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca ;    but  that  the  French  commander 
being  too  secure  of  calling  lord  Welling* 
ton  off,  laid  himself  open  to  attack,  which 
that  great  man,  with  his  accustomed  vigi- 
lance, immediately  laid  hold  of.     By  fol- 
lowing up  his  victory,  he  took  possession 
of  Madrid,  and  afterwards  advanced  to 
Burgos.      He  was  willing  to    pay    the 
highest  deference  to  the  opinion  of  lord 
Wellington,  and  to  suppose  that  in  acting 
as  he  did,  he  judged  perfectly  right;  but 
the  plan  of  his  campaign,  as  he  himself 
had  acknowledged,  had  been  utterly  de- 
feated from  the  want  of  means.    But  then 
the  noble  lord  enlarged  on  the  great  good 
produced  by  having  weakened  the  French, 
and  prevented  them  from  carrying  *on  of- 
fensive operations,  and  contended,  that  even 
if  lord  Wellington  should  be  again  oblig- 
ed to  fall  back  on  Torres  Vedras  the  same 
glorious  consequences  would  follow  which 
had  already  taken  place.  But  if  he  might 
be  allowed  to  ask  the  question,  what  had  the 
Spaniards  been  doing  all  the  time  ?    How 
were  the  Spaniards  seconding  the  efforts 
of  the  great  commander  ?     It  was  true,  as 
the  noble  lord  had  stated,  that  the  French 
had  left  the  south  of  Spain,  and    been 
obliged  to  evacuate  Madrid,  and  that  lord 
Wellington  had  been  received  there  and 
every  where    with    an    enthusiasm   ap- 
proaching to  idolatry.     In  his  letter  after 
entering  Madrid,  he  said,  he  hoped  the  in- 
habitants of  Madrid  would  in  future  do  a 
little  better  than  before.    But  afler  the 
last  evacuation  of  Madrid,  be  said  a  very 
small  French  force  took  possession  of  the 
Betiro.     He  was  appointed  general isaimo 
of  Spain ;  and  the,very  first  order  which  be 
issued  in  that  character  to  general  Ballafr- 
teros,  one  of  the  Spanish   commanders, 
who  had  been  more  than  usually  success- 
ful in  bis  operations  against  the  enemy« 
was  refused  to  be  executed  by  him.  It  was 
true  that  that  general  was  cashiered,  and 
that  his  army  was  given  to  other  hands; 
but  he  very  much  doubted,  whether  the 
feeling  which   seemed  to   have  actuated 
general  Ballasteros  was  not  too  prevalent 
in  Spain,  to  admit  of  any  advantage  being 
taken  by  lord  Wellingtoo  as  commander 
of  the  forces  of  that  country.     The  noble 
lord  laid  that  Bussia  would  be  latisfied 
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Tvith  our  otmoit  exertions  in  the  peninsula, 
ais  likely  to  be  more  useful  to  ber  than 
any  pecuniary  or  military  aid  we  could 
afiord  her  elsewhere.    He  could  not  think 
that  these  exertions  had   been  such   as 
cither  Russia  or  this  country  had  a  right 
to  expect    Shortly  after  the  glorious  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca,  lord  Wellington  was 
obliged,  from  waut  of  means,  to  abandon 
his  conquering  career,  and  to  retreat  be- 
fore the  enemy  he  had  previously  beaten ; 
he  was  forced  to  give  up  part  of  his  late 
conquests;    nor  did  the  Spaniards  avail 
themselves  of  the  moment  of  respite  the 
bravery  of  our*  troops  had  procured  for 
them,  to  imptove  their  means  of  defence 
against  the  common  enemy.    The  cause 
Of  Spain,  therefore,  seemed  not  so  hope- 
ful as  the  noble  lord  had  chosen  to  repre- 
sent it.    With  regard  to  the  efforts  which 
had  been  mode  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
war,  he  had  to  observe  that  when  war  was 
carried  on  in  any  country,  there  was  not  a 
doubt  that  the  most  vigorous  efforts  were 
the  most  likely  to  lead  to  a  speedy  termi* 
nation.      There  was  this  diflTerence  be- 
tween an  offensive  and  *  a  defensive  war, 
that  an  offensive  war  ought  always  to  be  a 
war  of  spirit     When    vigorous   efforts, 
therefore^  were  resolved  to  be  made  in 
Spain,  there  ought  to  be  no  limit  to  that 
vigour.     Let  an  application,  therefore,  be 
made  to  the  Prince  Regent,  to  know  from 
him  whether  the  greatest  possible  use  had 
been  made  by  ministers  of   the  means 
with  whjph  they  were  entrusted  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  before  coming  to  a  decision 
on  the  merits  of  ministers,  or  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  war  being  in  future  carried  on 
with  success. — He  was  far  from  wishing  to 
refuse  ministers  the  means  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  contest  in  which  ^e  were 
engaged  to  a  successful  issue;  but  feeling 
for  the  people,  groaning  under  accumulat- 
ed burdens,  and  threatened  with  the  finan- 
cial abilities  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  he  thought  the  last  resources  of 
the  country  should  not  be  granted  without 
secntity  that  they  should  be  proper^  ap- 
plied.—After  some  observations  on   the 
miserable  state  of  the  manufacturers  of  this 
country,  and  their  gloomy  aniicipations 
with  respect  to  the  ensuing  Budget,  he 
observed  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
bis  speech  did  great  injustice,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  America,  on  the  subject  of  which 
he  (Mr.  W.)  still  retained  the  sentiments 
he  had   before  manifested,  namely,  that 
this  country  had  done  every  thing   to 
drife  her  into  a  war,  and  made  concessions 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


too  tardily  to  avert  that  evil.    The  right 
hon.  gentleman  indeed,  in  his  usual  meta- 
phoric  way,  had  talked  of  the  law  of  na- 
ture, by  which  affection  descended,  and 
not  ascended,  and  observed  that  children 
were  seldom  known  to  have  the  same  af- 
fection for  their  parents  which  their  pa- 
rents felt  for  them ;  he  thought  tliat  grea| 
parental  affection  had  been  shewn  here  ; 
and  very  little  filial  love  had  been  shewn 
there.    Now,  to  judge  from  the  corres- 
pondence which  had  taken  place  between 
Mr.  Monro,  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  the  nght 
hon.  gentleman  himself,  who  according 
to  his  own  metaphor  was  the  father  and 
they  were  the  children,  he  would  say, 
that  he  had  lashed  them  most  unmerci- 
fully, and  that  they  had  borne  their  casti- 
gation  with  all  the  meekness  of  filial  sub- 
mission.   He  was  not,  however,  ready  to  ' 
condemn    ministers  without    proof,  and 
one  of  the  objects  he  expected  from  his 
Amendment  was,  to  obtain  information  on 
the  conduct  of  the  negociations  with  Ame- 
rica.«— The  hon.  gentleman  then  reverted 
to  the  state  of  our  manufactures,  which 
were  such,  that  the  little  work  which  kept 
the  manufacturers  from  starving, 'espe- 
cially at  Birmingham,  was  the  manufac- 
tory of  arms,  and  he  deplored  that  ever 
the  people  of  this  country  should  be  re- 
duced to  such  employment  for  support-* 
AAer  commenting  on  the  taunt,  as  he  as- 
serted it  to  be,  respecting  the  Americaa 
ambassador,  Joel  Barlow,  laying  the  li- 
berties of  the  republic  of  America  at  the 
feet  of  the  devastator  of  Moscow,  and  mak- 
ing several  observations  on  the  relatione 
between  this  country  and  America,  the 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  saying, 
that   under  all    these  circumstances  he 
was    desirous   of   imploring    his   Royal 
Highness  to  take  into  consideration  the 
measure  of  inquiring  whether  or  not  it 
was  at  present  possible  to  bring  about  a 
pacification.    We.now  stood  in  a  situation 
in  Spain  glorious  beyond  example,  in  so 
far  as  related  to  the  splendid  achievemenU 
of  our  armies,  though,  with  respect  to  the 
main  object,  the  espolsion  of  the  French 
from  the  peninsula,  we  were  not  so  near 
our  object  as  many  people  supposed.  The 
emperor  of  France  was  at  present  in  great 
difiiculties.     He  had  indeed  succeeded  in 
one  way  beyond  the  expectation  of  all 
those  who  saw  him  set  out.    An  unexpect- 
ed event,  however,  had  .foiled  him,  and 
involved  him  certainly  in  great  difficulties 
for  the  present;    and  though  from  theso 
difficulties  he  might  ultimately  extricate 
.(H) 
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himaelf^  there  must  be  a  coiwiderable  iiH 
terval  daring  which  battleg  could  not  take 
place.-^He  knew  he  shoald  be  told  as  he 
bad  always  hitherto  been  on  making  snch 
m  proposition^  that  the  interference  of  par- 
liament on  such  a  subject  would  cramp  the 
powers  of  the  executive.  But  when  he 
saw  that  one  ministry  after  another  took 
no  advantage  of  any  favourable  conjunc- 
ture  ofiered  them  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object,  and  that  the  moment  a  vic- 
tory was  obtained,  instead  of  considering 
it  as  instrumental  in  leading  to  peace,  the 
end  of  all  war,  they  seemed  to  be  imme- 
diately filled  with  the  most  frantic  and 
unreasonable  hopes,  he  was  convinced  that 
no  ministry  would  ever  voluntarily  enter 
upon  negociation,  and  that  the  House  were 
therefore  now  called  upon  to  interfere, 
that  an  event  might  at  last  be  brought 
about  of  so  much  importance  to  this  coun- 
try, and  to  the  world.  With  these  im- 
pressions, and  considering,  lastly,  that  in 
tenderness  for  the  Spaniards,  our  allies, 
we  should  allow  them  some  time  to  settle 
their  form  of  ^vemment ;  he  had  no  he- 
aitatioD  in  saymg  that,  without  debasing 
the  dignity  of  the  country,  we  might  take 
some  steps  to  ascertain  whether  or  no 
France  was  disposed  to  listen  to  pacific 
overtures.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
moved  the  following  Amendment : 

*'  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented^ 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  his  &yal 
Highness's  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty. 

**  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  of  the 
inviolable  attachment  of  his  Majesty's 
faithful  Commons  to  the  persons  of  bis  Ma* 
jesty,  and  of  his  Royal  Highness;  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  and  to  the  princi- 
ples which  seated  his  Majesty's  royal  fa- 
mily upon  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms. 

*'  To  convey  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
expression  of  our  sincere  condolence,  on 
the  continuance  of  the  affliction  with 
which  it  has  pleased  God  to  visit  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  whereby  the  recovery  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's mental  powers  appears  to  have 
been  rendered  hopeless,  and  the  sacred 
life  of  his  Majesty,  from  the  frequent  re- 
petition and  violence  of  the  attacks,  to 
have  become  alarmingly  precarious. 

'*  To  reoresent  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  in  sucn  circumstances,  the  existence 
of  this  new  parliament  is,  of  necessity, 
likely  to  be  of  short  duration ;  and  that  it, 
therefore,  behoves  his  Majesty's  faithful 
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Commons,  to  seize  the  earliest  opportnaiiy 
of  submitting  to  his  Royal  Highness  their 
view  of  the  general  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  laying  before  bis  Royal  High- 
ness the  manifold  grieft  of  his  Majesty'a 
faithful  subjects,  praying  that  his  Royal 
Highness  will  take  such  steps  as  to  his  wis- 
dom shall  seem  best  calculated  for  their 
relief;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  promise 
our  most  dutiful  and  cordial  co-operation. 

'*  To  express  to  bis  Royal  Highness  our 
hearty  congratulations  on  the  great  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  his  Majesty's  arms, 
under  the  distinguished  command  of  ge* 
neral  the  marquis  of  Wellington ;  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  glori6us  victory  of  Sala- 
manca, prepared  by  the  vigilance,  deci- 
sion, and  skill  of  that  great  commander; 
and  achieved,  through  the  favour  of  Pro- 
vidence, by  the  consummate  valour  of  his 
Majesty's  troops,  under  his  command. 

*'  Nevertheless,  to  represent  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  our  deep  disappointment 
and  concern,  at  finding  that  an  event, 
which  was  followed  by  the  evacuation  of 
Madrid  by  the  French,  its  occupation  by 
the  British  commander  in  person,  the  with- 
drawing of  the  French  garrisons  from 
many  of  their  military  posts  and  fortified 
towns,  the  relief  of  various  parts  of  Spain 
from  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
victorious  advance  of  the  British  general 
into  the  heart  of  that  country,  has  not 
been  followed  by  such  exertions  on  the 
part  of  its  inhabitants,  as  might  have  been 
expected  to  spring  from  those  feelings  of 
abhorrence  of  French  domination,  and 
gratitude  for  British  aid,  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  Commons  have  been  in- 
formed, under  the  sacred  authority  of  his 
Majesty's  name,  and  they  are  still  willing 
to  hope,  pervade  the  universal  -Spanish 
nation. 

''  More  especially,  because,  at  the  same 
period,  the  power  of  France  has  been  dis- 
tracted by  warlike  operations,  proceeding 
on  the  most  stupendous  scale,  in  a  remote 
(quarter  of  Europe ;  and,  for  the  second 
time  since  the  horrible  and  violent  aggres- 
sion of  the  French  emperor,  he  baa  been 
prevented  from  directing  his  undivided  re- 
sources to  the  subjugation  of  Spain. 
.  "  To  assqre  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
will  with  ell  diligence,  as  in  duty  bound, 
proceed  to  enquire,  with  the  assistance 
of  such  information  as  we  have  no  doubt 
will  be  furnished  by  order  of  his  Royal 
Highness,  into  the  causes  of  the  reverses 
which  have  so  soon  and  so  unexpectedly 
led  to  the  retreat  of  the  marquis  of  Wel» 
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iington  before  the  French  forcci  the  unre- 
sisted re*oc«iipation  of  Madrid  by  the 
enemy*  and  their  unobstructed  progress  in 
parson  of  the  allied  arfny  i  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  these  disap- 
pointments have  arisen  from  weakness  of 
counsel  at  home,  and  want  of  such  support 
as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  country  to  af- 
ford to  the  contest  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged ;  or  are  attributable  to  causes  irre- 
mediable and  inherent  in  Spain  herself, 
and  that  we  will  lay  before  his  Royal 
Highness  the  result  of  our  inquiry,  with 
such  advice  thereupon  as  to  us  shall  seem 
expedient. 

"  To  express  our  thanks  to  his  Royal 
Highness  for  the  intimation  his  Royal 
Highney  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
give,  that  he  will  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  of  Comoions.  copies  of  the  Trea- 
ties lately  entered  into  with  the  sovereigns 
of  Sweden  and  Russia^  and  of  the  addi- 
tional Treaty  entered  into  with  his  Sicilian 
majesty,  and  our  hope  that  the  stipulations 
contained  in  those  Treaties,  and  the  obliga- 
tions incurred  thereby,  may  prove  advan- 
tageous to  the  general  interests  of  this  em- 
pire and  of  Europe. 

«<  To  convey  to  his  Royal  Highness  our 
heartfelt  sorrow,  that  the  measures  advised 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, were  not  taken  sufficiently  in  time 
to  prevent  a  declaration  of  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  that  no  course  h^  been  subsequently 
feond  practicable  for  averting  the  heavy 
calamity  of  war  with  that  power;  consis- 
tently with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
Majesty's  crown  and  the  welfare,  of  the 
atate. 

*'  To  pray  his  Royal  Highness  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  cause  all  the  corres- 
pondence which  has  passed  between  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  crown,  and  the  persons  autho- 
rized, on  the  part  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  be  laid  before  this  House,  in  order 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  just  and* 
weU*grottnded  opinion  on  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  in  the  progress 
and  termination  of  a  negociation,  which 
has  ended  in  a  manner  so  deeply  to  be 
deplored. 

«'  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
shall  apply  ourselves  with  anxious  atten- 
tion to  the  important  interests  of  Ireland  ; 
and  that  we  will  redeem  the  pledge  giv<;n 
by  the  last  House  of  Commons,  at  the 
conclnslon  of  its  last  session,  and  will,  early 
in  the  present  vemom,  take  into  our  serious 
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consideration  the  state  of  the  laws  affect- 
ing the  Roman  Catholics  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ;  with  a  view  to  such  final  and 
conciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be  condu- 
cive to  the  peace  and  strength  of  the  Uni<- 
ted  Kingdom,  to  the  stability  of  the  Pro- 
testant establishment,  and'  to  the  general 
satisfaction  and  concord  of  all  classes  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects. 

''  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
will  resume  the  consideration  of  the  causes 
of  the  increasing  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  state  of 
the  law  respecting  the  metallic  currency, 
which  instead  of  answering  its  intended 
purpose,  appears  to  have  created  a  still 
greater  scarcity  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  recommend  such  measures  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  us  the  best  adapted  to  retrieve  the 
credit  of  the  country,  and  to  remedy  the 
numerous  evils  to  our  national  prosperity 
with  which  the  extension  of  this  system  is 
fraught. 

"  That  we  will  apply  ourselves  with  all 
diligence  and  sincerity,  to  the  great  work 
of  retrenchment  and  reform,  so  loudly 
demanded  by  a  suffering  people,  and  so 
essentially  necessary  to  our  preservation 
as  a  irreat  and  independent  power. 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
are  determined  to  support  the  honour  of 
his  Majesty's  crown  against  all  aggres- 
sions, and  by  every  needful  sacrifice ;  but 
that  when  we  are  called  upon  to  impose 
fresh  burthens  upon  the  people  of  these 
kingdoms  sinking  under  an  accumulation 
of  taxes,  and  oppressed  by  circumstances 
of  unusual  privation  and  distress,  we  do 
implore  his  Royal  Highness,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  nineteenth  yesr  of  this  most 
extensive  war,  which  has  for  so  long  a 
time,  almost  uninterruptedly,  desolated 
every  part  of  Europe,  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  to  his  Royal  Highnesses  wisdom 
shall  appear  best,  to  ascertain  whether  it 
be  not  possible  to  procure  the  restora- 
tion of  the  blessings  of  peace.  To  state  to 
his  Royal  Highness  that  it  appears  to  this 
House  that,  at  a  moment  when  the  glory 
of  the  British  arms  transcends  the  glory  of 
all  former  periods,  in  the  situation  of  the 
contest  between  Russia  and  France,  there 
can  be  nothing  derogatory  to  the  honour 
of  his  Majesty's,  crown  in  a  proposition 
made  directly  to  all  the  belligerents  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  for  a  general  paci- 
fication of  Europe." 

Mr.  bathwrH  spoke  in  favour  of  the  ori* 
ginal  Address.  As  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Canning)  had  rightly  suted,  the 
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merit  of  this  Address  consisted  in  its  gir- 
iiig  sach  general  assurance  of  support,  as 
could  be  denied  only  in  extreme  cases, 
and  avoided  entering  into  a  detailed 
opinion  on  subjects  which  would  be  more 
properly  discussed  on  future  occasions. 
With  respect  to'  tbe  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  be  could  not  think 
that  that  hon.gentleman  seriously  expected 
the  House  to  adopt  it,  but  merely  intended 
to  have  his  opinions  recorded  and  circu- 
lated on  the  several  subjects  to  which  he 
bad  alluded.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  Hoiise  could  now  dispose  of  those 
questions  which  related  to  such  a  variety 
of  matter,  on  which  they  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  necessary  information.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  principle 
the  hon.  gentleman  thought  this  the  pro- 
per time  to  apply  for  peace.  He  had 
spoken,  it  was  true,  of  Buonaparte  as  hav- 
ing been  defeated  in  his  object  with  re- 
spect to  Russia,  and  he  had  stated,  that  the 
time  most  proper  for  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain peace,  was,  when  aifairs  were  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  tendency  of  his  speech  was  to 
prove  that  the  condition  of  lord  Welling- 
ton was  not  prosperous.  The  hon:  gen- 
tleman had,  nevertheless,  confirmed  the 
Speech  from  the  throne  in  its  most 
material  parU,  for,  notwithstanding  his 
opinion  as  to  details,  he  admitted 
that  the  enterprize  of  the  enemy  against 
Russia  had  been  hastily  conceived 
and  badly  executed.  Were  these  the 
grounds  on  which  we  were  to  sue  for 
peace  ?  Did  he  suppose  that  this  Hoose 
would  go  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  re* 
commend  negociations  for  peace  without 
knowing  more  of  the  real  state  of  the  bel- 
ligerents ?  One  of  the  arguments  used  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  him  very 
novel  indeed,  namely,  that  we  were  to 
propose  peace  to  the  enemy  in  order  to 
give  Spain  time  to  choose  a  government 
for  herself.  To  him  it  appeared,  however, 
that  the  Spaniards  must  first  repel  the  ag- 
gressor, and  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the 
country,  and  having  done  this,  they  might 
then  choose  their  own  government.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  complained  of  omis- 
sions in  the  Speech,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  war  with  America.  The  in- 
formation given  by  his  noble  friend  on 
this  subject  was  quite  satisfactory,  and 
AUted  that  a  proposition  for  peace  had 
been  made  to  America,  to  which  no  answer 
bad  yet  bee»  received.  It  woold  certainty 
0$  improper,  imd  had  oever   yet  been 
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looked  for,  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  to  state  all  the  negociations 
that  had  been  carried  on.  His  noble 
friend  had  expretsed  the  pacific  disposition 
of  this  country,  by  declaring  that  it  had 
borne  more  from  America  than  it  woold 
have  borne  from  any  other  country.  He 
thought  this  feeling,  which  he  hadnodoobt 
was  general,  would  have  prevented  any  far- 
ther discussion  on  this  subject.  At  any  Vate, 
this  certainly  was  not  the  time  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  any  negociations  that  might 
have  taken  place,  and  it  woold  be  time 
enough  afterwards  to  enter  into  discusaiotis 
of  this  sort,  when  the  documents  should 
come  in  a  regular  way  before  them.  The 
hon.  gentleman,  by  the  public  prints,  had 
given  them  before  now  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  his  sentiments  on  these  subjects; 
and  the  present  Amendment  he  had  pro- 
posed was  merely  a  repetition  of  them. 
He  appeared  anxious  that  this  parliament 
should  do  something,  because  he  thongbt 
it  woold  be  of  short  duration,  owing  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  King's  health,  and 
had  hinted  at  some  imaginary  measure 
which  he  fancied  to  be  or  hare  been 
in  contemplation  unconstitutionally  to 
lengthen  the  limits  and  enlarge  the  powers 
of  parliament,  but  ministers  nad  given  no 
ground  for  such  a  supposition.  This  was 
a  conjuration  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
own,  and  having  formerly  made  it  the 
ground  of  a  long  advertisement,  he  had 
now  made  it  the  subject  of  his  amended 
Address.  Thus  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
either  premature  or  unfounded  in  bring- 
ing forward  his  several  points.  He  would 
have  time  afterwards  to  propose  any  mo* 
tion  on  these  subjects ;  but  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  on  an  Address,  which 
ancient  usage  had  made  it  customary  to 
be  an  echo  of  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
they  were  to  discuss  the  whole  state  of  the 
country,  and  anticipate  the  whole  busi- 
ness Qf  the  session.  And  as  if  they  had 
not  enough  on  their  hands,  the  hon.  sen- 
tleman  proposed  also  the  present  state  of  our 
currency  as  one  of  the  subjects  of  address. 
This  subject  had  been  before  the  last  par* 
liament,  and  it  most  be  recollected,  that 
nobody  had  then  proposed  a  remedy, 
whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the  evil. 
This  might  be  again  a  subject  of  future  in- 
quiry, but  why  mcorporate  it  into  the  Ad- 
dreu,  if  no  remedy  was  yet  pretended  to 
be  found. '  Then  the  hon.  gentleman  came 
forward  with  a  proposition  for  peace,  for 
peace  on  any  terms.  He  had  brought  in 
the  war   in  Bntiia  ai  an  argument  for 
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peace,  bat  this  was  the  best  thing  that 
could  ha?e  happened,  to  shew  that  there 
was  still  a  power  in  Europe  that  not  only 
dared  to  resist  the  conqueror,  but  to 
torn  back  his  tide  of  success.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  a  war  in  which  this  country 
was  concerned  as  a  principal.  There  was 
nobody  here  responsible  for  it,  or  answer- 
able for  iu  results.  ^  The  hon.  gentleman 
therefore  had  better  have  gone  into  the 
war  in  Spain,  for  there  were  persons  in 
England  responsible  for  that.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  descanted  at  some  length 
on  the  burning  of  Moscow^  and  had  repre- 
sented it  as  pretended  on  our  part,  that 
the  people  had  set  fire  to  their  own  houses. 
Nobody,  however,  had  ever  stated,  that 
the  people  bad  set  fire  to  their  own  houses ; 
the  general  feeling  of  the  Russian  people 
had  only  been  adverted  to  as  willing  to 
submit  to  any  sacrifice,  and  shewing  their 
love  of  their  own  government,  and  their 
detestation  of  the  enemy  in  all  their  towns 
and  vilJageSy  by  their  continued  and  in- 
creasing exertions.  The  bon.  gentleman 
bad  denied  the  similarity  of  the  Russian 
retreat  to  that  of  Moreao ;  but  if  the 
Russians  had  retreated  on  a  settled  plan 
before  a  superior  force,  where  was  the  dis- 
similarity ?  With  respect,  too,  to  the  cavil 
at  that  passage  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  secretary  (lord  Castlereagb)  on 
the  subject  of  the  war  in  Spain :  his  noble 
friend  had  only  spoken  of  Torres  Vedras 
by  way  of  comparison,  and  not  as  what 
was  likely  to  happen.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man had.  also  misrepresented  our  con- 
nection with  Sweden.  Much  advantage 
had  been  gained  by  that  alliance,  and 
RuMia  bad  been  thereby  enabled  to  throw 
a  strong  force*  into  Riga,  which  not  only 
checked  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  but 
occupied  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
his  attention.  With  respect  to  the  siege 
of  Burgos,  he  could  not  see  that  gotem- 
mentwasto  blame.  It  was  the  sponta- 
neouvactofthe  general  alone,  and  a  very 
natural  consec|uence  of  the  result  of  the 
battle  of  Salamanca.  With  regard  to 
America,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  discuss 
that  subjects  nor  could  it  be  expected  by 
the  House  to  have  laid  before  them  and 
the  public  the  necessary  information  re* 
apecting  the  negociation,  till  all  hope 
aikould  be  lost  of  reconciliation.  It  was 
enough  to  say,  that  the  necessary  means 
had  been  taken  to  have  a  sufficient  naval 
force  in  that  quarter,  and  that,  at  the  pre» 
sent  moment,  there  were  four  times  the 
number  of  British  firigatca  on  tha  Ame* 
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rican  coast,  that  there  were  of  those  of  tho 
enemy.  Some  allusions  had  also  been 
made  to  our  military  warfare  in  that 
quarter  ;  but  bo  man  would*  say,  that  in 
the  present  circumstances,  we  should  di- 
vert our  military  means  from  Spain  to  in* 
crease' our  force  in  Canada.  At  present, 
such  a  measure'  appeared  nnnecessarv. 
As  to  Ireland,  he  should  merely  remark, 
that  as  the  Prince  Regent  could  only  no- 
tice what  had  been  done  in  parliament, 
mention  of  that  subject  would  have  been 
unnecessary,  and  on  the  subject  of  peace 
in  general,  all  must  know,  that  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect  made  to  the  enemy, 
if  not  attended  with  goQd«  must  lead  to 
incalculable  mischief. 

Sir  6Uberi  Heathcoie,  who  had  seconded 
the  Amendment,  now  shortly  stated  his 
reasons  for  supporting  it.  lie  thought 
that  the  gallantry  displayed  by  our  troopa 
in  Spain  was  highly  creditable ;  but  ho 
deeply  regretted  that  no  negociations  for 
peace  had  been  entered  into.  He  was  tho 
last  man  that  would  think  of  a  dishonour- 
able peace  :  yet  while  we  went  on  with 
warlike  preparations,  and  opposed  an  un- 
daunted front  to  the  dangers  which  sur- 
rounded us,  a  desire  of  p'eace  should  ani- 
mate and  direct  all  our  actions,  and  al- 
ways be  the  leaijing  principle  of  our  con« 
duct.  The  efiecU  of  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca were  to  put  lord  Wellington  in 
possession  of  Madrid.  But  the  Spanish 
Cortes,  then,  instead  of  deliberating  q^ 
measures  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation^ 
were  employed  in  re-establishing  that  de- 
tesuble  court,  the  Inquisition.  Tho  ad« 
vanuges  of  continental  alliances  had  often 
been  questioned;  but  it  remained  for  our 
days  to  see  this  country  make  itself  the 
principal  in  a  continental  war :  and  to  find 
the  war  continued  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting onr  revalues  by  the  increase  of  our 
maritime  commerce.  To  him  measures 
were  every  thing,  men  nothing;  although 
there  were  certainly  persons  beside  hint 
for  whose  abilities  he  entertained  the  ve^ 
highest  respect  The  present  war,  whidi 
had  driven  the  middle  ranks  of  society  from 
the  parlour  to  the  garret,  was  now  about  to 
atuck  the  rich ;  but  he  thought  a  favour* 
able  opportonity  for  peace  presented  it- 
self, of  which  he  trusted  due  advantage 
would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Panioii6)f,  thinking  he  had  been  al- 
luded to  by  a  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
floor  (Mr.  Canning^  when  he  spoke  of  an 
intended  Amendment,  assured  that  right 
hon.  gentlemen  and  the  Hoose,  that  ha 
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ton  to  deplore.  He  found  himself,  there- 
fore, bound  to  call  for  information  on  these 
subjects.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
enquiry  and  information  were  called  for, 
it  was  the  present,  when  topics  of  so  great 
and  vital  importance  came  before  them  for 
discussion  and  decision.  He  would  ask  whe- 
ther the  House  recollected  the  lamentable 
situation  in  which  the  executive  govern- 
ment was  placed  ?  Were  they  not  informed 
that  the  recovery  of  his  Majesty  was  hope* 
less;  and  that  the  frequent  paroxysms  to 
which  he  was  subject  rendered  his  life  so 
precarious,  that  the  existence  of  the  present 
parliament  was  likely  to  be  of  very  short 
duration,  unless  the  noble  lord  should  think 

E roper  to  propose,  what  he  had  heard  was 
is  intention,  early  in  the  present  session, 
namely,  an  Act  for  the  continuance  of  its 
sitting  notwithstanding  the  demise  of  his 
Majesty  ?  Whether  so  bold  an  experi- 
ment was  to  be  tried  he  knew  not ;  but  if 
such  an  infraction  of  the  constitution 
should  ever  be  attempted,  he  would  oppose 
It,  if  alive,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  If, 
however,  such  a  proposition  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  made,  the  tenure  of  their 
existence  was  necessarily  precarious,  and 
it  behoved  them  therefore  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  applying  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  for  information  on  the 
state  of  aflairs.  He  did  not  believe  that 
even  the  noble  lord  wbhed  to  stifle  all 
inquiry  into  the  transactions  of  Spain,  or 
the  negociation  with  America :  for  even 
now  the  noble  lord  had  said  that  a  nego- 
ciation was  on  foot  with  America.  Why 
should  not  the  House  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  steps  that  bad  been  taken  with 
respect  to  that  country.  He  trusted  that 
this  flimsy  pretence  would  neither  be  of- 
fered or  received  as  a  ground  for  with- 
holding thM  intelligence  from  parlia- 
ment which  he  contended  to  be  so  indis- 
pensible  to  their  taking  a  right  view  of 
the  political  interests  of  the  country,  ex- 
ternally and  internally.— There  was  ano- 
ther topic  on  which  the  Speech  had  not 
touched,  at  which  he  for  one  could  not 
help  expressing  his  astonishment,  the 
more  especially  when  he  called  to  mind 
the  debates  and  resolutions  which  had 
taken  place  upon  it  in  the  last  parliament. 
He  alluded  to  what  was  commonly  called 
the  Catholic  Question.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  noble  lord  had  not  coun- 
selled the  Prince  Regent,  who  was  known 
to  have  once  entertained  sentiments  favour- 
mble  to  the  Catholics^  af^er  the  debates 
•which  had  taken  place  in  that  House,  and 
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the  small  majorities  which  had  been  ob<^ 
tained,  to  take  notice  of  the  claims?  Why 
he  had  not  advised  his  Royal'  High- 
ness to  introduce  into  the  Speech  one 
small  paragraph  about  Ireland,  the  omis- 
sion of  which  could  not  but  be  a  subject 
of  mortification  and  indignation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country  ?— There  were 
other  circumstances  intimately  connected 
with  our  continental  connections,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  ought  to  have  formed  a 
prominent  part  of  the  Speech,  instead  of 
being  as  they  were,  studiously  avoided. 
One  of  these  was  the  depreciated  state  of 
the  currency  of  the  country.  If  he  was 
not  grossly  misinformed,  such  was  the  ab- 
solute want  of  specie,  that  the  officers  of 
that  gallant  army  which  had  achieved 
those  glorious  victories  of  which  we  so 
deservedly  boasted,  were  even  unable  to 
provide  themselves  with  any  of  the  com- 
forts of  life — at  least,  that  no  subaltern 
was  anabled  to  provide  himself  with  any 
other  means  of  subsistence  or  additional 
comfort  of  life  beyond  the  rations  which 
he  obtained  from  the  commissariat.-— 
From  the  same  causes  the  debt  of  that 
gallant  army  was  very  great,  and  increas- 
ing from  day  to  day,  whereby  its  opera- 
tions were  crippled  and  frustrated.  When 
the  noble  lord  took  a  view  of  the  manu*' 
factures  of  this  country,  was  there  nothin(f 
to  make  him  pause  before  boasting  of  the 
present  as  the  proudest  period  of  the  Eng- 
lish annals  ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Canning)  had  mentioned  our  three 
wars.  It  was,  unfortunately,  but  too  true, 
that  an  acquisition  of  two  of  these  wars 
had  been  made  since  the  last  session.  In 
Russia  we  were  accessaries  after  the  fact. 
To  that  power  we  had  not  made  subsidies 
as  we  had  formerly  done  to  other  con- 
tinental powers  frequently  with  great  pro- 
fusion. Of  the  ability  to  act  in  that  way 
we  were  now  deprived.  In  the  third  war, 
which  was  with  America,  we  stood  in  the 
character  of  principals  and  alone— a  war 
the  most  disastrous  and  calamitous  that 
ever  was  waged,  and  the  existence  of 
which  cut  up  the  sinews  of  the  resources 
by  which  our  oth^r  wars  could  be  carried 
on.  This  was  the  proud,  this  was  the  un- 
paralleled situation  in  which  the  country 
was  placed,  so  much  the  subject  of  the 
noble  lord's  exultation.  In  his  opinion,  it 
afl^orded  only  grounds  for  apprehensions^ 
and  abundant  reasons  to  dread  the  most 
serious  calamities.  But  the  noble  lord 
looked  at  these  things  with  a  soldier'a 
eye.    He  talked  of  the  masterly  retreat 
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9f  the  Rusiiant^  which  he  thought  aope- 
rior  to  that  of  general  Moreao.  While  the 
noble  lord  dwelt  too  with  ezuUation  on 
the  achievements  io  Canada,  he  over* 
looked  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by 
the  American  frigate  the  Constitution. 
He  took  only  the  flattering  points  into  his 
picture,  but  it  became  the  House  to  take 
every  feature  into  their^view*  It  was  their 
duty  to  look  at  the  situation  in  which  lord 
Weliington  was  now  placed  since  his  abail- 
donment  of  the  siege  of  Burgos.  The  noble 
lord  had  thought  proper  to  suppose  that 
my  lord  Wellington  might  even  be  oblig- 
ed to  retreat 4o  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras. 
Lord  Wellington  himself,  in  his  dis* 
patches^  said  that  the  enemy  were  in  great 
force,  that  they  had  received  considerable 
reinforcements ;  and  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  mortification  and  regret,  that  he 
•aw  himself  obliged  to  give  up  an  object 
which,  if  obtained,  he  considered  the  suc- 
cess of  the  campaign  certain.  They  were 
told,  that  when  pursued  by  the  French 
army  be  was  pressed  hardly ;  and  when 
at  Rtteda,  that  he  could  not  make  a  stand 
there*  But  then  they  were  told  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  was  improved, 
and  that  the  nation  was.  in  a  glorious  and 
grand  situation.  Why?  Because  Buo- 
naparte waaon  his  retreat  to  his  resources; 
—-his  force  not  annihilated,  though  cer- 
tainly in  great  danger.  This  was  what 
the  House  were  to  congratulate  themselves 
on,  and  for  which  they  were  to  go  to  the 
Prince  Regent' with  an  Address,  on  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  countr}' !  If  this 
situation  of  afiairs  on  the  continent  was 
good  for  any  thing,  it  was  this ;  that  the 
emperor  of  France,  having  failed  in  his 
object,  an  opportunity  was  now  offered, 
when  it  would  not  be  inglorious,  and 
when  it  would  certainly  be  highly  useful 
to  propose  to  the  enemy  some  arrange- 
ment for  peace.— The  noble  lord  had  by 
no  means  satisfactorily  answered  the  ques- 
tion put  to  him  by  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  respecting  Sweden.  It  was,  indeed, 
•urprising  that  this  country  should  become 
ao  easily  the  dupe  of  every  state  with 
which  it  happened  to  be  allied.  Great 
expectations  were  entertained  by  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  from  Sweden ; 
but  he  saw  nothing  in  the  connection  but 
fresh  sacrifices  and  fresh  disappointments. 
The  rear  of  the  enemy  was  to  be  harrassed 
by  the  Swedish  army,  under  that  great 
French  captain,  as  he  was  called,  the 
Crown  Prince  oTSweden.  Now  the  noble 
lord  says — Aye,  you  tee  we  were  right  in 


our  expectation8-«Buonapart£was  obliged 
to  leave  two  grand  corps  behind  him,  for 
fear  oi,  the  Swedes.  But  yet  some  how 
or  other,  it  would  seem  that  Buonapart6 
was  soon  relieved  of  all  apprehensions 
from  any  diversion  in  his  rear,  and 
availed  himself  in  proper  time  of  these 
two  corps,  so  said  to  be  kept  in  check 
by  the  Swedes;  for  the  fact  was,  that 
under  Victor  and  Aogerean  they  bad  ac- 
tually united  themselves  with  the  grand 
army  against  Russia.— As  to  the  state  of 
Russia  itself,  and  the  result  of  the  present 
campaign,  he  differed  altogether  from  the 
noble  lord  with  respect  ta  the  resourcea 
and  population  of  the  Russian  empire,  and 
with  respect  to  the  view  which  had  been 
taken  of  that  horrible  fact,  the  conflagra^ 
tion  of  Moscow.  The  noble  lord  had  ap« 
plied  to  Buonaparte  the  epithet  of  devas- 
tor  of  Moscow.  Now,  it  appeared  that 
Buonaparte  was  anxious,  and  did  all  that 
was  in  his  power  to  be  the  preserver  of 
Moscow,  as  he  had  preserved  Vienna, 
Berlin,  Rome,.Madrid,  Venice  and  Milan, 
into  which  he  had  entered  as  conqueror. 
This  act,  the  burning  of  Moscow,  which 
he  could  not  sufficiently  deplore,  had  Been 
represented  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
and  by  the  noble  lord,  as  a  proof  of  the 
spirit  which  animated  the  Russians,  as  a 
sacrifice  th^y  were  willing  to  make  to  the 
safety  of  their  country ;  nay,  the  noble 
lord  had  regretted  that  the  example  set 
by  Russia,  in  the  destruction  of  their  ca* 
pital,  was  not  earlier  made,  and  he  chose 
to  describe  that  event  as  an  evidence  of 
the  temper  of  the  Russian  people,  as  if 
they  had  been  perfectly  willing  to  surren* 
der  their  wives  and  children,  their  sick, 
wounded  and  dying,  to  the  destructive 
flames  which  laid  the  city  in  ashes.  But 
this  was  by  no  means  the  case.  It  was 
well  known  that  Moscow  was  burnt  br 
military  command,  and  that  the  inhabi- 
nants  had  no  will  in  its  execution,  and  no 
power  to  prevent  it.  The  people  whose 
property  and  dearest  connections  fell  a 
prey  to  the  devouring  flames  were  not 
consulted  in  the  execution ;  they  had  no 
will  in  the  matter ;  and  now  they  had  no 
refuge,  no  shelter  to  fly  to ;  and  whether 
the  act  were  justifiable  or  not,  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  voluntary  on  their  part,  hula 
penalty  inflicted  on  them  by  their  govern- 
ment. The  right  hon.  gentleman  wished 
he  could  know  what  were  the  real  feelings 
of  the  Russian  people  with  respect  to  that 
event,  and  had  delivered  a  splendid  pat* 
sage  and  drawn  a  highly  coloured  picture 
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from  the  stores  of  his  imagination  on  the 
instinciive  love  which  every  people  pos- 
sessed for  their  native  soil.  This  he  be- 
lieved to  be  true,  they  might  love  their 
country ;  but  to  suppose  that  the  people  of 
Russia  could  love  their  gotemment,  or  to 
talk  to  them  of  the  laws. and  constitutions 
of  their  country,  ^hich  they  were  called 
on  to  defend,  was  altogether  ridiculous. 
It  was  said,  that  the  population  of  the  em- 
pire was  eyery  where  rising  spontaneous- 
ly  round  the  French  armies  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  exterminating  them.  But  where, 
he  would  ask,  was  the  evidence  of  this? 
That  the  Russian  army  was  now,  as  it  al- 
ways had  been,  famous  for  its  valour  and 
discipline,  and  for  its  implicit  obedience, 
could  not  possibly  be  doubled.  They  were 
well  known  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  all 
the  commands  of  their  superiors  without 
hesitation,  and  would  probably  act  now  as 
they  did  formerly,  when  on  the  .  death 
of  their  monarch,  they  changed  sides, 
and  fought  to-day  on  the  side  against 
swhich  they  had  fought  the  day  before. 
They  were  known  to  obey  without  reflec- 
tion and  without  hesitation  the  commands 
of  their  superiors  with  the  prospect  of  cer- 
tain and  immediate  death  before  them; 
but  to  expect  public  spirit  from  such  a 
people  was  carrying  too  far  even  the  power 
of  the  most  brilliant  fancy.  Yet  it  was  in 
this  situation  of  affairs  that  the  noble  lord 
thought  proper  to  compare  the  retreat 
from  the  Niemen  to  Moscow,  with  the 
welt-known  retreat  of  Moreau.  But  in 
what  respects  could  they  possibly  be  com- 
pared together?  General  Moreau  exe- 
cuted his  retreat  when  he  was  far  into  the 
enemies'  country,  and  when  he  was  pur- 
sued by  powerful  and  warlike  hosts; 
while  on  the  other  hand  the  Russians  re- 
treated into  their  own  country,  in  conse- 
quence of  plans  which  it  was  said  had 
been  long  digested  by  them.  They  were 
to  stop  at  a  certain  point,  where  they  bad 
their  magazines  and  entrenched  camps. 
But  was  it  ever  in  contemplation  that  they 
should  retreat  to  Moscow,  before  lighting 
the  enemy,  and  afterwards  burn  Moscow  ? 
It  was  preposterous,  therefore,  in  the  noble 
lord,  to  speak  of  this  retreat  as  a  great  mi- 
litary operation.  If,  however,  the  efforts 
of  nussia  had  been  great,  as  great  they 
certainly  were,  how  stupendous  must  have 
been  the  power  and  the  efforts  of  the  em- 
peror of  France,  who,  without  being  ne- 
cessitated to  carry  his  arms  into  Russia, 
and  having  Ihie  war  of  Spain  already  on 
his  hands*  began  that  great  undertaking. 
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penetrated  to  Moscow,  and  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  accomplished  his  pur« 
pose,  but  for  the  awful  act  by  which  it 
was  frustrated.— With  respect  to  the  state 
of  affairs  in  the  peninsula,  it  was  generally 
known  to  the  credit  of  lord  Wellington, 
that  he  did  not  court  the  battle  of  Sala* 
manca ;    but  that  the  French  commander 
being  too  secure  of  calling  lord  Welling- 
ton off,  laid  himself  open  to  attack,  which 
that  great  man,  with  his  accustomed  vigi- 
lance, immediately  laid  hold  of.    By  fol- 
lowing up  his  victory,  he  took  possession 
of  Madrid,  and  afterwards  advanced  to 
Burgos.      He  was  willing  to    pay    the 
highest  deference  to  the  opinion  of  lord 
Wellington,  and  to  suppose  that  in  acting 
as  he  did,  he  judged  perfectly  right ;  but 
the  plan  of  his  campaign,  as  he  himself 
had  acknowledged,  had  been  utterly  de- 
feated from  the  want  of  means.    But  then 
the  noble  lord  enlarged  on  the  great  good 
produced  by  having  weakened  the  French, 
and  prevented  them  from  carrying  on  of- 
fensive operations,  and  contended,  that  even 
if  lord  Wellington  should  be  again  oblig- 
ed to  fall  back  on  Torres  Vedras  the  same 
glorious  consequences  would  follow  which 
had  already  taken  place.  But  if  he  might 
be  allowed  to  ask  the  question,  what  had  the 
Spaniards  been  doing  all  the  time  ?    Hovr 
were  the  Spaniards  seconding  the  efforts 
of  the  great  commander?     It  was  true,  as 
the  noble  lord  had  stated,  that  the  French 
had  left  the  south  of  Spain,  and    been 
obliged  to  evacuate  Madrid,  and  that  lord 
Wellington  had  been  received  there  and 
every  where    with    an    enthusiasm   ap- 
proaching to  idolatry.     In  his  letter  after 
entering  Madrid,  he  said,  he  hoped  the  in- 
habitants of  Madrid  would  in  future  do  a 
little  better  than  before.    But  aller  the 
last  evacuation  of  Madrid,  he  said  a  very 
small  French  force  took  possession  of  the 
Retiro.     He  was  appointed  generalissimo 
of  Spain ;  and  the  very  first  order  which  he 
issued  in  that  character  to  general  Ballas- 
teros,  one  of  the  Sj)anish   commanders, 
who  had  been  more  than  usually  success- 
ful in  his  operations  against  the  enemy* 
was  refused  to  be  executed  by  him.  It  was 
true  that  that  general  was  cashiered,  and 
that  his  army  was  given  to  other  bands; 
but  he  very  much  doubted,  whether  the 
feeling  which   seemed  to  have  actuated 
general  Ballasteros  was  not  too  prevalent 
in  Spain,  to  admit  of  any  advantage  being 
taken  by  lord  Wellington  as  commander 
of  the  forces  of  that  country.     The  noble 
lord  said  that  Russia  would  be  satisfied 
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with  oor  utmoit  exertions  in  the  peninsalaj 
as  likely  to  be  more  useful  to  ber  than 
any  pecuniary  or  military  aid  we  could 
afford  ber  elsewhere.    He  could  not  think 
that  these  exertions  had   been  such  as 
either  Russia  or  this  country  had  a  right 
to  expect.    Shortly  after  the  glorious  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca,  lord  Wellington  was 
obliged,  from  want  of  means,  to  abandon 
his  conquering  career,  and  to  retreat  be- 
fore the  enemy  he  bad  previously  beaten ; 
he  was  forced  to  give  up  part  of  his  late 
conquests;    nor  did  the  Spaniards  avail 
themselves  of  the  moment  of  respite  the 
bravery  of  our*  troops  had  procured  for 
them,  to  impvove  their  means  of  defence 
against  tbe  common  enemy.    The  cause 
of  Spain,  therefofe,  seemed  not  so  hope- 
ful as  the  noble  lord  had  chosen  to  repre- 
sent it.    With  regard  to  the  efforts  which 
bad  been  made  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
war,  he  had  to  observe  that  when  war  was 
carried  on  in  any  country,  there  was  not  a 
doubt  that  the  most  vigorous  efforts  were 
the  most  likely  to  lead  to  a  speedy  termi- 
nation.     There  was  this  difference  be- 
tween an  offensive  and  *  a  defensive  war, 
that  an  offensive  war  ought  always  to  be  a 
war  of  spirit.     When    vigorous   efforts, 
therefore^  were  resolved  to  be  made  in 
Spain,  there  ought  to  be  no  limit  to  that 
vigour.     Let  an  application,  therefore,  be 
made  to  the  Prince  Regent,  to  know  from 
him  whether  the  greatest  possible  use  had 
been  made  by  ministers  of   the  means 
with  whych  they  were  entrusted  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  before  coming  to  a  decision 
on  the  merits  of  ministers,  or  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  war  being  in  future  carried  on 
with  8ucces8.«»He  was  far  from  wishing  to 
refuse  ministers  the  means  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  contest  in  which  yre  were 
engaged  to  a  successful  issue ;  but  feeling 
for  the  people,  groaning  under  accumulat- 
ed burdens,  and  threatened  with  the  finan- 
cial abilities  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  he  thought  the  last  resources  of 
the  country  should  not  be  granted  without 
secutity  that  they  should  be  properly  ap- 
plied.—'After  some  observations  on   the 
miserable  state  of  the  manufacturers  of  this 
country,  and  their  gloomy  anticipations 
with  respect  to  the  ensuing  Budget,  he 
observed  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
his  speech  did  great  injustice,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  America,  on  the  subject  of  which 
he  (Mr.  W.)  still  retained  the  sentiments 
he  had   before  manifested,  namelvt  that 
this  country  had  done  every   thing   to 
drife  her  into  a  war,  and  made  concessions 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


too  tardily  to  avert  that  evil.    The  right 
hon.  gentleman  indeed,  in  his  usual  meta« 
phoric  way,  had  talked  of  the  law  of  na- 
ture, by  which  affection  descended,  and 
not  ascended,  and  observed  that  children 
were  seldom  known  to  have  the  same  af- 
fection for  their  parents  which  their  pa« 
rents  felt  for  them ;  he  thought  that  great 
parental  affection  bad  been  shewn  here  ; 
and  very  little  filial  love  had  been  shewn 
there.    Now,  to  judge  from  the  corres- 
pondence  which  had  taken  place  between 
Mr.  Munro,  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  the  nght 
hon.  gentleman  himself,  who  according 
to  his  own  metaphor  was  the  father  and 
they  were  the  children,  he  would  say, 
that  be  had  lashed  them  most  unmerci- 
fully, and  that  they  had  borne  their  casti- 
gation  with  all  the  meekness  of  filial  sob- 
mission.    He  was  not,  however,  ready  to  ' 
condemn    ministers   without    proof,  and 
one  of  the  objects  be  expected  from  his 
Amendment  was,  to  obtain  information  on 
the  conduct  of  tbe  negociations  with  Ame* 
rica. — Tbe  hon.  gentleman  then  reverted 
to  the  state  of  our  manufactures,  which 
were  such,  that  the  little  work  which  kept 
the  manufacturers  from  starving,  •  espe- 
cially at  Birmingham,  was  the  manufac- 
tory of  arms,  and  he  deplored  that  ever 
the  people  of  this  country  should  be  re- 
duced to  such  employment  for  support.— 
After  commenting  on  the  taunt,  as  he  as- 
serted it  to  be,  respecting  the  American 
ambassador,  Joel  Barlow,  laying  the  li- 
berties of  the  republic  of  America  at  the 
feet  of  the  devastator  of  Moscow,  and  mak- 
ing several  observations  on  tbe  relations 
between  this  country  and  America,  tbe 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  saying, 
that    under  all    these  circumstances  he 
was    desirous   of   imploring   his   Royal 
Highness  to  take  into  consideration  the 
measure  of  inquiring  whether  or  not  it 
was  at  present  possible  to  bring  about  a 
'pacification.    We.now  stood  in  a  situation 
in  Spain  glorious  beyond  example,  in  so 
far  as  related  to  the  splendid  achievements 
of  our  armies,  though,  with  respect  to  tbe 
maip  object,  the  expulsion  of  the  French 
from  the  peninsula,  we  were  not  to  near 
our  object  as  many  people  supposed.  The 
emperor  of  France  Was  at  present  in  great 
difficulties.     He  had  indeed  succeeded  in 
one  way  beyond  the  expectation  of  all 
those  who  saw  him  set  out.    An  unexpect- 
ed event,  however,  had .  foiled  him,  and 
involved  him  certainly  in  great  difficulties 
for  the  present;    and  though  from  thes« 
difficulties  be  might  ultimauly  extricate 
.(H) 
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himself,  there  must  be  «  considerable  in* 
terval  daring  which  battles  could  not  take 
place.— He  knew  he  shoald  be  told  as  he 
had  always  hitherto  been  on  making  such 
a  proposition,  that  the  interference  of  par- 
liament on  such  a  subject  would  cramp  the 
powers  of  the  executive.  But  when  he 
saw  that  one  ministry  after  another  took 
no  advantage  of  any  favourable  conjunc* 
ture  offered  them  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object*  and  that  the  moment  a  vic- 
tory was  obtained,  instead  of  considering 
it  as  instrumental  in  leading  to.  peace,  the 
end  of  all  war,  they  seemed  to  be  imme* 
diately  filled  with  the  most  frantic  and 
unreasonable  hopes,  he  was  convinced  that 
no  ministry  would  ever  voluntarily  enter 
upon  negociation,  and  that  the  House  were 
therefore  now  called  upon  to  interfere, 
that  an  event  might  at  last  be  brought 
about  of  so  much  importance  to  this  coun* 
try,  and  to  the  world.  With  these  im- 
pressions, and  considering,  lastly,  that  in 
tenderness  for  the  Spaniards,  our  allies, 
we  should  allow  them  some  time  to  settle 
their  form  of  government ;  be  had  no  he- 
sitation in  saying  that,  without  debasing 
the  dignity  of  the  country,  we  might  take 
some  steps  to  ascertain  whether  or  no 
France  was  disposed  to  listen  to  pacific 
overtures.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
moved  the  following  Amendment: 

^' That  an  humble  Address  be  presented^ 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Hegent, 
lo  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  his  £>ya] 
Highnesses  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty. 

**  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  of  the 
inviolJBtble  attachment  of  his  Majesty's 
faithful  Commons  to  the  persons  of  his  Ma* 
jesty,  and  of  his  Royal  Highness;  to  his 
Majesty^s  government,  and  to  the  princi« 
pies  which  seated  his  Majesty's  royal  fa- 
mily upon  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms. 

"  To  convey  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
expression  of  our  sincere  condolence,  on 
the  continuance  of  the  affliction  with 
which  it  has  pleased  God  to  visit  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  whereby  the  recovery  of  his  Ma« 
jesty'a  mental  powers  appears  to  have 
been  rendered  hopeless,  and  the  sacred 
life  of  his  Majesty,  from  the  frequent  re- 
petition and  violence  of  the  attacks,  to 
pave  become  alarmingly  precarious. 

••  To  represent  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  in  such  circumstances,  the  existence 
of  this  new  parliament  is,  of  necessity, 
likely  to  be  of  short  duration;  and  that  it, 
therefore,  behoves  his  Majesty's  faithful 
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Commons,  to  seize  the  earliest  opportaaity 
of  submitting  to  his  Royal  Highness  their 
view  of  the  general  situation  of  the  couq* 
try,  and  of  laying  before  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  manifold  griefs  of  his  Majesty's 
faithful  subjects,  praying  that  his  Royal 
Highness  will  take  such  steps  as  to  his  wis- 
dom shall  seem  best  calculated  for  their 
relief;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  promise 
our  most  dutiful  and  cordial  co-operation. 

'*  To  express  to  his  Royal  Highness  our 
hearty  congratulations  on  the  great  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  his  Majesty's  arms, 
under  the  distinguished  command  of  ge« 
neral  the  marquis  of  Wellington ;  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  glorious  victory  of  Sala- 
manca, prepared  by  the  vigilance^  deci* 
sion,  and  skill  of  that  great  commander; 
and  achieved,  through  the  favour  of  Pro* 
vidence,  by  the  consummate  valour  of  hit 
Majesty's  troops,  under  his  command. 

"  Nevertheless,  to  represent  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  our  deep  disappointment 
and  concern,  at  finding  that  an  event, 
'  which  was  followed  by  the  evacuation  of 
Madrid  by  the  French,  its  occupation  by 
the  British  commander  in  person,  the  with- 
drawing of  the  French  garrisons  from 
many  of  their  military  posts  and  fortified 
towns,  the  relief  of  various  parts  of  Spain 
from  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
victorious  advance  of  the  British  general 
into  the  heart  of  that  country,  has  not 
been  followed  by  such  exertions  on  the 
part  of  its  inhabitants,  as  might  have  been 
expected  to  spring  from  those  feelings  of 
abhorrence  of  French  domination,  and 
gratitude  for  British  aid,  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  Commons  have  been  in- 
formed, under  the  sacred  authority  of  his 
Majesty's  name,  and  they  are  still  willine 
to  hope,  pervade  the  universal  Spanish 
nation. 

''  More  especially,  because,  at  the  same 
period,  the  power  of  France  has  been  die* 
tracted  by  warlike  operations,  proceeding 
on  the  most  stupendous  scale,  in  a  remote 
quarter  of  Europe;  and,  for  the  second 
time  since  the  horrible  and  violent  agsres- 
sion  of  the  French  emperor,  he  has  been  ^ 
prevented  from  directing  his  undivided  re- 
sources to  the  subjugation  of  Spain. 
.  "  To  assure  bis  Royal  Highness  that  we 
will  with  all  diligence,  as  in  duty  bound, 
proceed  to  enquire,  with  the  assistance 
of  such  information  as  we  have  no  doubt 
will  be  furnished  by  order  of  his  Royal 
Highness,  into  the  causes  of  the  reverses 
which  have  so  soon  and  so  unexpectedly 
led  to  the  retreat  of  the  marquis  of  Wet 
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iington  before  the  French  force*  the  onre' 
aisled  re- occupation  of  Madrid  by  the 
«nemy,  and  their  unobstracted  progress  in 
pamnt  of  the  allied  army  ;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  these  disap- 
pointments have  arisen  from  wealcness  of 
counsel  at  home,  and  want  of  sach  support 
as  It  is  io  the  power  of  the  country  to  af- 
ford to  the  contest  in  w|iich  we  are  en> 
gagfcd ;  or  are  attributable  to  causes  irre- 
mediablo  and  inherent  in  Spain  herself, 
and  thai  we  will  lay  before  his  Royal 
Highness  the  result  of  our  inquiry,  with 
each  advice  thereupon  as  to  us  shall  seem 
expedient. 

"  To  express  our  thanks  to  his  Royal 
Highness  for  Uie  intimation  his  Royal 
Highney  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
give,  that  he  will  cause  to  be  laid  before 
fhe  House  of  Commons,  copies  of  the  TVca- 
ties  lately  entered  into  with  the  sovereigns 
of  Sweden  and  Russia,  and  of  the  addi- 
tional Treaty  entered  into  with  his  Sicilian 
majesty,  and  our  hope  that  the  stipulations 
contained  in  those  Treaties,  and  the  obliga* 
tions  incurred  thereby,  may  prove  advan- 
tageous to  the  general  interests  of  this  em- 
pire and  of  Europe. 

*'  To  convey  to  his  Royal  Highness  our 
heartfelt  sorrow,  that  the  measures  advised 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  towards  the 
concTusion  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, were  not  taken  sufficiently  in  time 
to  prevent  a  declaration  of  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  that  no  course  h^  been  subsequently 
feund  practicable  for  averting  the  heavy 
calamity  of  war  with  that  power;  consis- 
tently with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
Majesty's  crown  and  the  weltare.  of  the 
state. 

''  To  pray  his  Royal  Highness  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  cause  all  the  corres- 
pondence which  has  passed  between  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  crown,  and  the  persons  autho- 
rized, on  the  part  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  be  laid  before  this  House,  in  order 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  just  and. 
well-grounded  opinion  on  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  in  the  progress 
and  termination  of  a  negociation,  which 
has  ended  in  a  manner  so  deeply  to  be 
deplored. 

'*  To  assnre  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
dial!  apply  ourselves  with  anxious  atten- 
tion  to  the  important  interests  of  Ireland  ; 
and  that  we  will  redeem  the  pledge  giv^n 
by  the  last  House  of  Commons,  at  the 
conclosion  of  its  last  session,  and  will,  early 
ia  the  present  8eimn«  take  into  our  serious 


consideration  the  state  of  the  laws  affect- 
ing the  Roman  Catholics  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ;  with  a  view  to  suchinal  and 
conciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be  condo-  • 
cive  to  the  peace  and  strength  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  Kingdom,  to  the  stability  of  the  Pro- 
testant establishment,  and'  to  the  general 
satisfaction  and  concord  of  all  classes  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects. 

''  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
will  resume  the  consideration  of  the  causes 
of  the  increasing  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  state  of 
the  law  respecting  the  metaMic  currency, 
which  instead  of  answering  its  intended 
purpose,  appears  to  have  created  a  still 
greater  scarcity  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  recommena  such  measures  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  us  the  best  adapted  to  retrieve  the 
credit  of  the  country,  and  to  remedy  the 
numerous  evils  to  our  national  prosperity 
with  which  the  extension  of  this  system  is 
fraught. 

"  That  we  will  apply  ourselves  with  all 
diligence  and  sincerity,  to  the  great  work 
of  retrenchment  and  reform,  so  loudly 
demanded  by  a  suffering  people,  and  so 
essentially  necessary  to  our  preservation 
as  a  great  and  independent  power. 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
are  determined  to  support  the  honour  of 
his  Majesty's  crown  against  all  aggres- 
sions, and  by  every  needful  sacrifice ;  but 
that  when  we  are  called  upon  to  impose 
fresh  burthens  upon  the  people  of  these 
kingdoms  sinking  under  an  accumulation 
of  taxes,  and  oppressed  by  circumstances 
of  unusual  privation  and  distress,  we  do 
implore  his  Royal  Highness,  at  the  con« 
elusion  of  the  nineteenth  year  of  this  most 
extensive  war,  which  has  for  so  long  a 
time,  almost  uninterruptedly,  desolated 
every  part  of  Europe,  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  to  his  Royal  Highness's  wisdom 
shall  appear  best,  to  ascertain  whether  it 
be  not  possible  to  procure  the  restora- 
tion of  the  blessings  of  peace.  To  state  to 
his  Royal  Highness  that  it  appears  to  this 
House  that,  at  a  moment  when  the  glory 
of  the  British  arms  tramcends  the  glory  oif 
all  former  periods,  in  the  situation  of  the 
contest  between  Russia  and  France,  there 
can  be  nothing  derogatory  to  the  honour 
of  his  Majesty's ,  crown  in  a  proposition 
made  directly  to  all  the  belligerents  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  for  a  general  paci- 
fication of  Europe." 

Mr.  bathmru  spoke  in  favour  of  the  ori- 
ginal Address.  As  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Canning)  had  rightly  suted«  the 
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merit  of  this  Address  consisted  in  its  giT* 
ing  sQch  general  assurance  of  support,  as 
coold  be  denied  only  in  extreme  cases, 
an4  avoided  entering  into  a  detailed 
opinion  on  subjects  which  would  be  more 
properly  discussed  on  future  occasions. 
With  respect  to'  tbe  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  could  not  think 
that  that  hon.gentleman  seriously  expected 
the  House  to  adopt  it,  but  merely  intended 
to  have  his  opinions  recorded  and  circu- 
lated on  the  several  subjects  to  which  he 
had  alluded.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  Hotfse  could  now  dispose  of  those 
questions  which  related  to  soch  a  variety 
of  matter,  on  which  they  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  necessary  information.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  principle 
the  hon.  gentleman  thought  this  the  pro- 
per time  to  apply  for  peace.  He  had 
spoken,  it  was  true,  of  Buonaparte  as  hav- 
ing been  defeated  in  his  object  with  re- 
spect to  Russia,  and  he  had  stated,  that  the 
time  most  proper  for  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain peace,  was,  when  afTairs  were  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  tendency  of  his  speech  was  to 
prove  that  the  condition  of  lord  Welling- 
ton was  not  prosperous.  The  hon:  gen- 
tleman had,  nevertheless,  confirmed  the 
Speech  from  the  throne  in  its  most 
material  parU,  for,  notwithstanding  his 
opinion  as  to  details,  he  admitted 
that  the  enterprise  of  the  enemy  against 
Russia  had  been  hastily  conceived 
and  badly  executed.  Were  these  the 
grounds  on  which  we  were  to  sue  for 
peace  ?  Did  he  suppose  that  this  House 
would  go  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  re^ 
commend  negociations  for  peace  without 
knowing  more  of  the  real  state  of  the  bel« 
ligerents  ?  One  of  the  arguments  used  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  him  very 
novel  indeed,  namely,  that  we  were  to 
propose  peace  to  the  enemy  in  order  to 
ffive  Spain  time  to  choose  a  government 
for  herself.  To  him  it  appeared,  however, 
that  the  Spaniards  must  first  repel  the  ag- 
gressor, and  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the 
country,  and  having  done  ibis,  they  might 
then  choose  their  own  government.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  complained  of  omis- 
sions in  the  Speech,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  war  with  America.  The  in- 
formation given  by  his  noble  friend  on 
this  subject  was  quite  satisfactory,  and 
stated  that  a  proposition  for  peace  had 
been  made  to  America,  to  which  no  answer 
bad  yet  been^  received.  It  woald  certainly 
b^  improper,  wd  had  never   yet  been 
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looked  for,  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  to  state  all  the  negociations 
that  bad  .been  carried    on.     His    noble 
friend  had  expressed  the  pacific  disposition 
of  this  country,  by  declaring  that  it  had 
borne  more  from  America  than  it  would 
have  borne  from  any  other  country.      He 
thought  this  feeling,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
was  general,  would  have  prevented  any  far* 
ther  discussion  on  this  subject.  At  anyVate, 
this  certainly  was  not  the  time  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  any  negociations  that  might 
have  taken  place,  and  it  would  be  time 
enough  afterwards  to  enter  into  discussions 
of  this  sort,  when  the  documents  should 
come  in  a  regular  way  before  them.    The 
hon.  gentleman,  by  the  public  prints,  had 
given  them  before  now  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  his  sentiments  on  these  subjects ; 
and  the  presen^t  Amendment  he  had  pro- 
posed was  merely  a  repetition  of  them. 
He  appeared  anxious  that  this  parliament 
should  do  something,  because  he  thought 
it  would  be  of  short  duration,  owing  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  King's  health,  and 
had  hinted  at  some  imaginary  measure 
which    he  fancied  to  be  or  have    been 
in    contemplation    unconstitutionally   to 
lengthen  the  limits  and  enlarge  the  powers 
of  parliament,  but  ministers  had  given  no 
ground  for  such  a  supposition.      This  was 
a    conjuration  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
own,  and  having  formerly  made  it  the 
ground  of  a  long  advertisement,  he  had 
now  made  it  the  subject  of  his  amended 
Address.     Thus  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
either  premature  or  unfounded  in  bring- 
ing forward  his  several  points.     He  would 
have  time  afterwards  to  propose  any  mo* 
tion  on  these  subjects ;  but  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  on  an  Address,  which 
ancient  usage  had  made  it  customary  to 
be  an  echo  of  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
they  were  to  discuss  the  whole  state  of  the 
country,  and  anticipate  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  session.    And  as  if  they  had 
not  enough  on  their  hands,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman proposed  also  the  present  state  of  our 
currency  as  one  of  the  subjects  of  address. 
This  subject  had  been  before  the  last  par* 
liament,  and  it  most  be  recollected,  that 
nobody    had   then    proposed  a  remedy, 
whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the  evil. 
This  might  be  again  a  subject  of  fotore  in* 
quiry,  but  why  mcorporate  it  into  the  Ad* 
dreu,  if  no  remedy  was  yet  pretended  to 
be  found. '  Then  the  hon.  gentleman  came 
forward  with  a  proposition  for  peace,  for 
peace  on  any  terms.    He  had  brought  in 
tho  vrtr   in  Russia  ai  an  argument  for 
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peace,  bot  this  was  the  best  thing  that 
could  have  happened,  to  shew  that  there 
was  still  a  power  in  Europe  that  not  only 
dared  to  resist  the  conqueror,  bot  to 
tarn  back  his  tide  of  success.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  a  war  in  which  this  country 
was  concerned  as  a  principal.  There  was 
nobody  here  responsible  for  it,  or  answer- 
able for  its  resohs.  The  hon.  gentleman 
therefore  had  better  have  gone  intp  the 
war  in  Spain,  for  there  were  persons  in 
England  responsible  for  that  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  descanted  at  some  length 
on  the  horning  of  Moscow,  and  had  repre- 
sented it  as  pretended  on  our  part,  that 
the  people  had  set  fire  to  their  own  houses. 
Nobody,  however,  had  ever  stated,  that 
the  people  had  set  fire  to  their  own  houses ; 
the  genera]  feeling  of  the  Russian  people 
bad  only  been  adverted  to  as  willing  to 
submit  to  any  sacrifice,  and  shewing  uieir 
Jove  of  their  own  government,  and  their 
detestation  of  the  enemy  in  all  their  towns 
and  villages,  by  their  continued  and  in- 
creasing exertions.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  denied  the  similarity  of  the  Russian 
retreat  to  that  of  Moreau ;  but  if  the 
Russians  had  retreated  on  a  settled  plan 
before  a  superior  force,  where  was  the  dis- 
aimilarity  ?  With  respect,  too,  to  the  cavil 
at  that  passage  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  secretary  (lord  Castlereagh)  on 
the  subject  of  the  war  in  Spain :  his  noble 
friend  had  only  spoken  of  Torres  Vedras 
by  way  of  comparison,  and  not  as  what 
was  likely  to  happen.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man had.  also  misrepresented  our  con- 
nection with  Sweden.  Much  advantage 
had  been  gained  by  that  alliance,  and 
Russia  had  been  thereby  enabled  to  throw 
a  strong  force-  into  Riga,  which  not  only 
checked  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  but 
occupied  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
his  attention.  With  respect  to  the  siege 
of  Burgos,  he  could  not  see  that  govern- 
ment was  to  blame.  It  was  the  sponta- 
neous act  of  the  general  alone,  and  a  very 
natural  consequence  of  the  result  of  the 
battle  of  Salamanca.  With  regard  to 
America,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  discuss 
that  subject,  nor  could  it  be  expected  by 
the  House  to  have  laid  before  them  and 
the  public  the  necessary  information  re* 
apecting  4he  negociation,  till  all  hope 
should  be  lost  of  reconciliation.  It  was 
enough  to  say,  that  the  necessary  means 
had  been  taken  to  have  a  sufficient  naval 
force  in  that  quarter,  and  that,  at  the  pro» 
sent  moment,  there  were  four  times  the 
number  of  British  fngatca  on  tho  Arno- 
ld 


rican  coast,  that  there  were  of  those  of  tho 
enemy.  Some  allusions  had  also  been 
made  to  our  military  warfare  in  that 
quarter;  but  no  man  would- say,  that  in 
the  present  circumstances,  we  should  di- 
vert our  military  means  from  Spain  to  in* 
crease'  our  force  in  Canada.  At  present, 
such  a  measure'  appeared  unnecessarv* 
As  to  Ireland,  he  should  merely  remark^ 
that  as  the  Prince  Regents  could  only  no- 
tice what  had  been  done  in  parliament, 
mention  of  that  subject  would  have  been 
unnecessary,  and  on  the  subject  of  peace 
in  general,  all  must  know,  that  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect  made  to  the  enemy^ 
if  not  attended  with  good,  must  lead  to 
incalculable  mischief. 

Sir  6iUfen  Hcaihcoie,  who  had  seconded 
the  Amendment,  now  shortly  stated  his 
reasons  for  supporting  it.  He  thought 
that  the  gallantry  displayed  by  our  troopa 
in  Spain  was  highly  creditable ;  bot  he 
deeply  regretted  that  no  negociations  for 
peace  had  been  entered  into.  He  was  the 
last  man  that  would  think  of  a  dishonour- 
able peace  :  yet  while  we  went  on  with 
warlike  preparations,  and  opposed  an  na- 
daunted  front  to  the  dangers  which  sur- 
rounded us,  a  desire  of  peace  should  ani- 
mate and  direct  all  our  actions,  and  al- 
ways be  the  leatjing  principle  of  our  Gon« 
duct  The  eflfecu  of  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca were  to  put  lord  Wellington  in 
possession  of  Madrid.  But  the  Spanish 
Cortes,  then,  instead  of  deliberating  q^ 
measures  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
were  employed  in  re-establishing  that  de- 
testable court,  the  Inquisition.  The  ad- 
vantages of  continental  alliances  had  often 
been  questioned ;  bot  it  remained  for  our 
days  to  see  this  country  make  itself  the 
principal  in  a  continental  war :  and  to  find 
the  war  continued  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting onr  revalues  by  the  increase  of  our 
maritime  commerce.  To  him  measures 
were  every  thing,  men  nothing;  although 
there  were  certainly  persons  beside  him 
for  whose  abilitiea  lie  entertained  the  veiy 
highest  respect.  The  present  war,  whicn 
had  driven  the  middle  ranks  of  society  from 
the  parlour  to  the  garret,  was  now  about  to 
attack  the  rich ;  but  he  thought  a  favour* 
able  opportunity  for  peace  presented  it* 
self,  of  which  he  trusted  doe  advantage 
would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Pannmbjf,  thinking  he  had  been  al- 
luded to  by  a  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
floor  fMr.  Canning^  when  he  spoke  of  an 
intended  Amendment,  assured  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  the  House,  that  ha 
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had    no    knowledge   whatefer    of  socb 
Amendment^  until  he  heard  of  it  in  his 
place  this  evening  {  and  that  it  had  never 
been  his  intention  to  o^r  any  proposition 
of  that  kind.    The  Address  proposed  by 
the  noble  lord,  was,  as  nsoal^  a  mere  echo 
of  the  Speech  ;   bat4li6  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  friend  was  of  a  nature 
widely  different,  it  embraced  a  variety  of 
topics,  unconnected  with  the  Speech  or 
Address,  and  among  other  things,  request* 
ed  the  Prince  Regent  to  make  propositions 
of  peace  to  the  enemy.    This  was  by  far 
the  most  important  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment.   But  before  he  came  to  it,  he  wished 
to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  other 
subjects  to  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  who 
had  preceded  him]  in  the  debate  had  ad- 
verted.   As  to  America  the  noble  lord 
opposite  to  him  had  said,  "  that  he  was 
sure  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  side  could 
not  blame  ministers  for  not  having  at  once 
exerted  the  whole    power   of  England 
against  America,  as,  during  the  whole  of 
the  last  session,  they  had  not  ceased  to 
recommend  conciliatory  measures  towards 
that  country/'    If  the  noble  lord  meant 
to  include  him  in  those  insinuations,  he 
did  not  accurately  recollect  what  he  (Mr. 
P.)  had  then  stated.    When  the  noble  lord 
came  down  to  the  House  with  his  nume- 
rous evasions  and  terffiversations  about  the 
Orders  of  Council,  wishing  to  retain  them 
one  day,  to  modify  them  another,  to  sus- 
pend them  the  next,  and,  lastly,  consent- 
ing to  revoke  them,  he  had  then  clearly 
stated,  that  he  waa  apprehensive  those  de- 
lays would  prove  fatal  to  the  concession 
itself,  which  perhaps  could    no    longer 
avert  the  threatened  hostilities.    He  be- 
lieved others  had  expressed  the  same  opi- 
nion, but  he  was  certain  that  he  had.    Some 
gentlemen  had'^even  gone  further,  and  had 
said,  that  America,  weaned  by  long  re- 
fusals, would  insist  on  her  own  terms ;   in 
which  case  he  had  declared  that  he  would 
resist  any  pretensions  contrary  to  the  ac- 
knowledged rights  and  to  the  prosperity  of 
England  ;  that  opinion  he  did  not  wish  to 
retract;    but  before    he  expresstd   any 
opinion  on  the  subject,  he  wished  to  know 
what  had  really  passed  in  our  negocia- 
tions  with  America.    He  did  not  wish  to 

E raise  or  censure  ministers  without  proofs. 
[e  had  disapproved  of  their  former  con- 
duct ;  it  was  with  gladness  he  had  heard 
them  profess  their  conciliatory  disposi- 
tions, and  he  would  not  now  pass  condem- 
nation upon  them  without  evidence.  The 
noble  lord  opposite,  adverting  to  the  si-  } 
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tuation  of  affairs  in  the   peninsula,   had 
asserted,  that  surely  ministers  could  not 
be  censured   if  the  exertions  they  had 
made  had  kept  pace  with  the  resources  of 
the  country ;  he  was  one  of  those  who  had 
repeatedly  asserted,  that  Spain  could  not 
be  saved  by  British  but  by  Spanish  troops. 
He  had  always  thought,  that  the  mode  in 
which  we  assisted  the  Spaniards  was  inju- 
dicious, and  he  was  still  of  the  same  opi- 
nion;   if  he  was  wrong,  if  the  system 
adopted  by  ministers  was  preferable  to  his 
suggestions,  how  could  they  stand  justified 
in  having  carried  on  so  ill,  a  better  system, 
that  no  Tasting  advantage  had  been  de- 
rived from  it  ?    How  stood  government  in 
the  present  instance?    A  most  brilliant 
victory  had  been  obtained  by  the  marquis 
of  Wellington  ;  a  victory  owing  etitirely 
to  hia  own  genius,  for,  from  what  he  hid 
learned  from  good  authority,  there  nerer 
was  a  victory  which  depended  less  upon 
chance,  and  the  probabilities  of  which 
had  been  submitted  to  stricter  calcula- 
tions.   Yet  what  was   the  result?    Tfa« 
Sllant  chief  had  been  obliged  to  evacuate 
adrid,  which  he  bad  wrested  from  the 
foe;  he  had  been  forced  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Burgos,  for  want  of  sufficient  means, 
pursued  by  that  yery  army  which  had 
yielded  the  palm  of  victory  to  his  supe- 
rior genius.    The  noble  lord  had  stated 
that  Russia  had  demanded  neither  money 
nor  military  assistance  from  this  country; 
and  this  he  believed,  for  he  saw  bo  recom- 
mendation in  the  Speech  to  provide  for 
assistance  of  that  nature.    Russia  had  not 
demanded  of  us  to  make  any  exertion  in 
her  behalf  in  the  north  ;  no;  but  in  Spain, 
as  exertions  made  by  us  there  would  be 
more  beneficial  to  her  and  to  Europe* 
Had,  then,^  the  noble  lord  and  his  coU 
leagues  done  in  Spain  all  that  the  re- 
sources of  England  allowed  them  io  do, 
and  still  were  our  prospects  in  the  penin* 
sula  no  brighter  than  they  have  repre- 
sented them  to  be  ?  If  so,  it  was  useless  to 
carry  further  an  iinpro6table  contest ;   it 
was  useless  to  waste  the  blood  and  the 
treasures  of  England  for  an  object  unat- 
tainable ;  and  it  became  proved,  that  the 
power  of  England  was  not  competent  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  the  peninsula. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  noble  lord  had 
asserted  that  the  power  of  England  was 
folly  adequate  to  the  task ;    if  so,  minis- 
ters alone  were  to  blame  if  the  French 
were  not  driven  out  of  the  peninsula.  *  If 
to  comply  with  the  earnest  wishes  of  Rus- 
sia they  wanted  additional  means»  they 
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were  highly  hlameable  in  not  asking  them 
before  the  end  of  the  last  session  of  the 
last  parliament.  He  did  not  wish*  how* 
ever,  to  condemn  ministers  without  proofs, 
nor  would  he  attach  the  foal  blame  to 
them  ontil  he  was  convinced  they  had 
deserved  it.  With  risgard  to  Russia,  he 
professed  to  know  nothing.  They  might 
be  a  barbarous,  a  semi- barbarous,  or  a 
civilized  jieople,  as  they  had  been  various* 
ly  represented ;  but  of  this  he  was  sure, 
that  they  had  evinced  feelings  of  which 
every  civilized  nation  ought  to  be  proud  ; 
feelings  which  neither  philosophy  nor 
refinement  could  teach,  an  invincible  at- 
tachment to  their  native  conntry.  He 
could  not  forbear,  on  that  head,  pay  ing  his 
just  tribute  of'  applause  to  the  Kussians  of 
all  classes;  to  the  government,  to  the 
army,  and  to  the  people;  for  all  had 
vied  with  each  other  in  sacrificing  every 
thing  for  their  country.  How  the  contest 
niight  terminate  he  could  not  foresee,  *and, 
perhaps,  he  was  not  so  sanguine  as  other 
people  in  his  hopes  of  a  successful  issue  ; 
but  this  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  Russia  had  done  more  than  was  ex- 
pected from  her.  She  had  done  enough 
to  disappoint  sorely  the  invader,  and  to  ex- 
ceed all  expectations  which  had  been  formed 
from  the  bravery  of  her  hardy  8on8.~On 
the  question  of  peace,  as  proposed  in  the 
Amendment,  he  was  sorry,  as  he  was  at 
all  times,  to  differ  from  his  bon.  fi-iend. 
He  was  as  desirous  for  peace  as  any  man 
in  England,  could  he  see  any  way  by 
which  it.cooki  be  attained;  but  the  pro* 
position  of  his  hon.  friend,  if  adopted, 
would  go  to  put  that  desired  blessing  still 
farther  from  our  reach ;  it  would  naturally 
raise  the  demands  of  the  enemy,  especially 
a^  the  snfferings  of  the  people  formed  the 
principal  reason  his  hon.  friend  adduced 
to  support  his  proposition.  Prance  would 
then  say,  the  English  government  does 
not  wisth  ifor  peace,  but  the  House  of  Com* 
inoBs  forces  them  to  it,  owing  to  the  misery 
of  the  people— *Iet  ns  keep  up  our  de* 
mands,  and  we  must  have  them  on  our 
own  terms.  He  believed  there  was 
scarcely  an  instance,  except  during  the 
American  war,  where  parliament  inter- 
fered, and  made  a  peremptory  call  on  go- 
vernment, or  on  the  minuters  of  the  erown 
to  offer  terms  of  peace.  But  these  things 
did  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  then  as 
they  did  in.  the  present  instance.  The 
war  was  not  then  a  war  between  two  in- 
dependant  coontriet,  but  between  this 
country  and  a  distimt  part  of  her  own  pos- 
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sessions,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
anxious  to  procure  their  independence;  and' 
by  acceding  to  whose  wishes,  our  monarch 
must  have  alienated  a  great  part  of  his 
own  sovereignty.  He  doubted  much  if  a 
king  could  make  such  an  alienation  of  his 
territorial  dominions,  without  the  advice 
of  his  parliament.  An  alienation  of  ter* 
rilory  naturally  and  necessarily  required 
the  advice  of  parliament,  to  give  it  va- 
lidity ;  and  he  did  noir  believe  that  any 
minister  would  have  ventured  on  such  a 
measure,  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  parliament.— But  he  would  detain*  the 
House  no  further  on  this  subject.  As  to 
the  other  objects  of  the  Amendment,  to 
obtain  information  on  the  different  topics 
in  the  Speech,  he  thought  this  might  easily 
be  obtained  in  a  less  objectionable  way, 
and  on  the  whole  he  should  vote  aeainst 
the  Amendment.  All  the  objects  referred 
to  in  the  Speech,  and  in  the  proposed  Ad- 
dress of  the  noble  lord,  would  require^  and 
would  undoubtedly  receive  further  dls-- 
cossion  and  enquiry ;  and  he  hoped  to  sea 
his  hon*  friend  employ  those  great  abilities 
he  possessed,  in  the  investigation  of  each 
individually.  The  state  of  our  relations 
with  America,  and  the  causes  which  had 
led  to  it,  particularly ;  and  also  the  Treaty 
with  Sweden,  he  hoped  to  see  discussedJa 
their  proper  place.  This  day,  howerer^ 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  Answer  to  the 
Speech  from  the  throne  should  not  be  as 
usual ;  and,  in  so  doing,  he  repeated  it,  he 
thought  we  were  more  likely  to  attain 
peace,  than  by  adopting  the  way  pointed 
out  by  his  hon.  friend. — Adverting  lastly 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  question,  he  ob- 
served, that  certainly  the  executive  go^^ 
vernment  was  neither  bound  nor  pledged' 
to  introdace  that  subject  in  the  Speech^ 
Considering!  however,  how  connected  that 
question  was  with  the  vital  interests  of  the 
empire,  it  would  have  been  wise  in  minis- 
ters  to  advise  its  being  mentioned.  Al* 
though  not  mandatory  upon  them  in  con« 
sequence  of  what  had  passed  in  the  last 
parliament,  yet  it  would  have  been  politic 
and  prudent  to  bring  the  matter  forward 
under  the  sanction  of  government.  From 
their  silence,  however,  he  concluded  that 
they  were  still  hostile  to  it ;  and  the  omis- 
sion of  that  subject  in  the  Speech,  afforded 
him  a  proof  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
bring  the  subject  forward.  Inconsequence 
of  this,  and  as  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.'  Canning)  who  had  last  session  made 
a  motion  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, had  now  deposited  his  trust  in  the 
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hands  of  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Grattan)  so  properly  qaalified,  he  would 
novr  in  the  name  and  at  the  express  de- 
sire of  that  right  hon.  friend,  give  notice 
to  the  Hoasoj  that  shortly  after  the  Christ- 
mas recess,  he  would  submit  a  motion  to 
the  House,  on  the  necessity  of  repealing 
the  disabilities  under  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  still  laboured. 

Mr.  EiUot  followed,  and  took  up  nearly 
the  same  grounds.  He  was  happy  to  un- 
derstand, that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
his  hon.  friend  to  push  his  Amendment  to 
a  division.  Had  he  been  forced,  however, 
to  give. a  vote  upon  the  subject,  it  must 
have  been  against  the  Amendment ;  be* 
cause  he  thought  that  an  Address,  founded 
on  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  re- 
commending the  adoption  of  measures  for 
procuring  peace,  would  have  the  effect  of 
retarding,  rather  than  of  accelerating  that 
object — if,  by  a  peace  were  meanti  the  ad- 
vantages which  ought  necessarily  to  re- 
sult from  the  accomplishment  or  such  a 
measure. 

Mr.  Venum  also  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion, that  the  Amendment  was  not  to  be 
pressed  to  a  division,  as  he  mus^  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  voting  against  it. 
Before  parliament  addressed  the  crown  on 
the  subject  of  peace,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  be  satisfied  of  two  things,  first, 
that  peace  was  attainable ;  and  secondly, 
that  the  mode  pursued  was  the  most  likely 
mode  of  attaining  it.  In  the  present  in- 
stance he  was  convinced  of  the'  reverse  of 
both  of  these  being  the  case ;  and  besides 
such  ^  Address  at  t6e  present  moment 
would  be  nnwise,  as  tending  to  infuse  a 
distrust  of  our  sincerity  into  both  the 
Spanish  and  Russian  governments,-->pecu- 
liarly  unwise  at  the  present  moment,  when 
we  had  been  obliged  to  allow  the  capital 
of  Spain  to  fall  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
invaders,  and  when  the  emperor  of  Russia 
had  evinced  his  sincerity  in  the  contest, 
by  sacrificing  his  own  capital  to  his  po- 
litical honour. 

The  question  being  called  for,  the 
Amendment  was  put  and  negatived,  and 
the  Address  carried  without  a  division. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Tkneiday,  DeoaiAar  I. 

PlTlTlOMS      KESPBCTING      THB      ROMAN 

Catbolics.]  The  Duke  of  Glowxtier 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  against  the  Catholic  Claims, 
and  suted  that  be  did  so«  hating  the  ho- 


nour td  hold;  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
that  University,  but  that  he  was  anxiooa  to 
be  understood  as  giving  no  opinion  on  one 
side  or  the  other  relative  to  the  subject  of 
the  Petition. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwickt  observed,  that 
due  notice  had  not  been  given  to  the  non- 
resident members  of  the  University  of  the 
intention  to  set  on  foot  such  a  Petition ;  to 
the  consideration  of  which,  he  contended, 
the  attention  of  the  non-resident  members 
ought'  to  have  been  fairly  called,  it  not 
being  a  question  of  religion,  but  of  po- 
litical expediency.  To  shew  that  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Pope  was  merely  ideal, 
the  noble  earl  observed,  with  reference  to 
some  late  proceedings  of  the  Catholic 
Prelates  of  Ireland,  that  the  Pope  was  not 
to  be  found,  nor  could  any  communication 
be  had  with  him. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Lord  GremnUe  said  that  he  had  a  simi- 
lar Petition  to  present  from  the  University 
of  Oxford.    The  mere  act  of  presenting  a 
Petition  at  variance  with  his  own  opinions, 
was  a  thing  so  common  in  parliamentary 
usage,  that  he  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary    to    notice    the    circumstance. 
But  both  the  illustrious  personage  who  had 
preceded  him,  and  himself,  stood  in  a  pe- 
culiar situation  with  respect  to  these  Peti- 
tions.   They  come,  my  lords,  from  corpo- 
rate bodies  at  the  head  of  which  we  have 
the  honour  to  be  placed  ;  and  they  pur- 
port to  be  the  Petitions  of  the  chancellors 
as  well  as  of  the  other  members  of  our  two 
Universities.     The  illustrious  personage 
has,  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  to  dis- 
claim all  participation  in  the  prayer  of 
the  Petition  which  his  Royal  Highness 
has  presented,  and  to  remind  the  House 
that  he  has  always  hitlyerto  (and  from  mo- 
tives which  all  who  know  them  must  ap- 
plaud) abstained  from  giving  any  opinion 
on  this  great  question.     For  myself,  how- 
ever, I  most  go  much  further.    My  opi- 
nions upon  it  have  been  long  publicly 
avowed.     So  far  from  concurring  in  this 
Petition,  I  am  convinced  that  no  other  ex- 
pedient could  now  be  devised  so  certain 
and  so  efFectUAl  for  bringing  upon  this 
country  tde  very  evils  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners are  apprehensive,  as  the  adoption 
of  that  very  policy  which  they  so  earnestly 
recommend.    Thus  much  I  staled  to  your 
lordships  on  a  similar  occasion  last  year, 
and  my  opinion  remains  unaltered.    But 
1  have  now  a  still  more  painful  duty  to  die- 
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charge.  To  the  declaration  of  m^  onqna* 
lified  disient  from  the  prayer  of  this  Peti- 
tioDy  t  mast  ad(i«  that  of  my  strong  diaappro« 
bation  of  the  terms  in  which  it  is  express- 
ed. It  appears  to  me«  by  obyioas  and  ne- 
cessary constraction,  to  convey  a  most  in* 
jurioiM^  unwarranted  and  groundless  asper- 
sion on  the  motives  and  principles  of  some 
of  the  best  and  wisest  men^oth  living  and 
dead,  who  have  ever  adorned  the  councils 
or  the  senate  of  this  country.  It  appears 
to  me  to  extend  this  reflection  even  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature  itself.  Such 
Deing,  as  I  think,  the  import  of  the  words 
according  to  their  plain  sense  and  meaning/ 
it  was  matter  of  grave  and  serious  delibe- 
ration in  my  mind  whether  I  could  be  jus- 
tified by  any  consideration  in  suffering  my 
name  to  be  affixed,  even  for  form's  sake, 
to  SQch  a  paper.  Nor  am  I  yet  sure  that 
I  have  rightJy  decided.  But  if  I  have 
•rred.  it  is  on  that  tide  on  which,  if  I  err 
St  all.  I  should  wish  my  error  to  be  found. 
I  have  erred  from  the  desire  of  facilitating 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  petitioning — 
from  the  wish  to  promote  free  discussion 
on  this  momentous  question,  and  to  give 
lull  scope  and  doe  weight  to  whatever 
either  of  argoment  or  of  authority  can  be 
adduced  against  those  opinions,  the  suc- 
cess of  which  has  always  been  best  proved 
by  full  and  unreserved  examination. — I 
was  also  greatly  influenced  by  my  firm 
persuasion  that  the  words  which  convey 
to  my  mind  this  highly  objectionable 
aense  were  nevertheless  not  so  intended  by 
the  framers  of  this  Petition.  They  are 
men;  I  am  confident,  of  juster  and  better 
regulated  minds  than  to  be  capable  of 
iuch  a  purpose.  Thev  know.  1  am  cer- 
tain, that  nothing  could  be  more  unbe- 
coming of  their  own  peculiar  stations — 
that  nothing  could  less  befit  a  grave,  and 
reverend,  and  religious  body,  than  the  at- 
tempt to  judge  the  consciences  of  others, 
smd  to  fix  an  injurious  calumny  on  the 
motives  of  those  from  whose  opinions  they 
may  chance  to  differ.  They  are  also.  I 
SDUst  believe,  men  far  too  wise,  and  of  judg- 
ments infinitely  too  enlightened,  not  to 
be  sensible  that  if  disgrace  should  attach 
any  where,  it  must  fall  on  the  authors  of 
the  calumny,  and  not  on  those  to  whom  it 
is  applied.  For  them,  therefore,  as  well 
as  for  myself.  I  publicly  disavow  any  such 
interpretation  ot  tbeir  Petition  ;  and  it  is 
in  this  persuasion  only  that  I  could  think 
myself  authorised  to  present  it  to  your 
lordships,  and  to  move  that  it  may  lie 
on  your  table. 
(VOL.  XXIV. ) 


The  ]l^etition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tha 
table. 

Bill  for  the  appointmxnt  or  k  Vict* 
Chancbllor]|.  lAif^Redtidalt  presented  a 
Bill  for  the  better  administration  of  justicej* 
which  his  lordship  stated  to  be  the  same  aa 
that  which  was  before  the  House  last  ses«i^ 
aion.  for  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chan* 
cellor.  and  observed  that  it  was  quite  im» 
possible  for  any  person,  whatever  might 
be  his  talents  or  bis  industry,  to  executo 
the  multifarious  duties  which  now  de* 
volved  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
that  the  consequence  of  his  not  having  the 
requisite  assistance,  was  a  delay  in  the 
hearing  of  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  ia 
that  House,  which  was  most  ruinous  and 
oppressive  to  the  parties  concerned. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time  and  order* 
ed  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Tuadatf,  December  1. 

'  ANswaa  op  Admiral  STOProRO  to  VoTt 
op  Tram Ks.]  The  Speaker  acquainted  the 
House,  that  he  had  received  from  rear- 
admiral  the  hon.  Robert  Stopford  the  fol- 
lowing Letter,  in  return  to  the  Thanks  of 
this  House,  signified  to  him  by  the  Speaker* 
in  obedience  to  their  commands  of  the 
10th  of  January  last ; 

"  (Upe  Taum,  Cape  <f  Good  Bope^ 
2Hth  Augtui,  IB12. 

**  Sir ;  On  the  24th  of  August  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  last  Ja- 
nuary, communicating  the  unanimous  Veto 
of  Tnanks  of  the  Commons  of  the  United' 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for 
my  cordial  co-operation  with  the  army 
acting  under  the  command  of  lieutenants 
general  sir  Samuel  Auchmoty.  in  the  late 
operations  on  the  Island  of  Java.  I  beg 
leave  to  express  to  you.  Sir.  the  high  valuo 
I  place  upon  this  distinguished  mark  of 
approbation  of  my  conduct  upon  that  oc- 
casion ;  and  I  shall  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  communicating  the  unani- 
mous Vole  of  Thanks  of  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  to  commodort 
Broughton.  the  captaini«  officers,  seamei^ 
and  marines,  employed  with  me  upon  tho 
reduction  of  Java.  I  have  the  honour  \m 
be.  Sir«  &c.  iKokiat  Srolppoao,   . 

Rear-admiral. 

•*  Charles  Abbot,  esq. 
Speaker  of  the  Hott^  of  CottilnoDS.  Itc»'* 

(I)  ^ 


ii^y  house' or  c6mmons; 

Petitions  rbspbctiiig  tbb  Boman  Ca- 

TV0trC8*«Fll01l    TBt   UnITEESITT  OF  Ox- 

yOEp-^TBB  Cnrr  or  Ozfoeo-p^aiid.  Si#n 
CotutOE.]'  Sir  William  Scott  preaented 
m.  Petition  from  the  chancelton  masters, 
Eod  sefaolars,  of  tko  University.  <rf  Oxford, 
aotUngJbrtbi 

•  **  "Diftl  the  petitioners  caa  never 
cetae  to  be>' in  every  just  and  proper 
sense  of  tke-  ei^pressioo,  •  the  fiimn  ad- 
▼Ooates  of  religioua  toleratiom  bot  that 
they  bave  always  oontemplaledi  and  still 
continue  to  Gon|teiDplate»  with  extreme 
aAXfety»'tbe  efforts  .incessantly  made  to 
overtem  the  defences,  of  oor  civil  aiul  re* 
lifpoos  establishments*  by  the  admission 
of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  not  only  to  oflices  of  the  highest 
trest  and  authority,  bot  even  to  the  power 
of  framing  laws  for  the  ffoveroment  of  this 
Protestant  Church  and  State;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  do  vet  11^  believe  that  the 
restrictbns  and  dtsnbilities  to  whicb  the 
Boman  Catholics  in  Ireland  are  subject, 
ere  still  indispensably  itqtfisite  for  the  main- 
tenance and  security  of  the  Protestant  go* 
vemment,  and  especially  of  the  Protestant 
Church,  as  it  is  now  brlaw  established  in 
tlial?  part  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  see  also  much  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  removal  of  these  restric- 
ttons  and  disabilities  would  lead,  and  they 
fear,  by  direct  and  necessary  consequence, 
to  a  removal  of  all  restrictions  and  disabi- 
lities whflitever  on  account  of  religion,  and 
to'  an'  entire  abrogation  of  the  oaths,  de» 
olaraftions,  and  tests,  hy  law  required  of 
every  person  admitted  to  sit  or  vole  in 
either  House  of  Parliament,  or  to  fiH  of* 
flees  of  trust  and  power,  which  the*  pe- 
titioners still  humbly  conceive  to  be  ea« 
seutially  necessary  to  the  safety  both  of 
oor  civil  and  religious  establishments ; 
and  prating,  that  the  Hoose,  in  its  wts^ 
4om,  will  be  pleased  to  maintain  these 
laws,  and  preserve  iwvMate  those  secnrities 
which  long  experience  has  proved  to  be 
most  con|[enial  with  the  character,  and 
udder  ]%  vine  Providence,  most  conducive 
to  the  stabilihr  of  oor  happy  constitution 
in  Church  and  Slate." 

«  Mr.  Atkins  Wright  presenteda  Petition 
from  the  mayor  baHifls  ind  commonal^ 
of  the  citv  of  Cheferd,  in  common  council 
assembled,  setting  fiMrth, 

^  That  the  petitioners  are  filled  with 
the  most  serioos  apprehensions  of  danger 
from  a  renewal  <rf  the  attempts  which  have 
already  been  so  often  made  by  the  Roman 
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Catholics  of  this  Uinited  ISngdbm  -to  ob* 
,tain  the  foil  enjoyment  of  political  power^ 
and  to  remove  ail  the  restraints  and  inca«. 
pacities  tp  which  they  are  subject  by  the 
jaws  now  in  force  against  them;  and 
.prayine,  that  the  statutes  constitotii^  and 

Eitablisoing. those  restraints  and  incapa- 
ities  maystill  be  preserved,  inviolate,,  in^ 
laf  much  as  those  statpt^s  appear  to  h|tvo^ 
,been  devised  by,  the  wisdom  of  our  an*' 
cestors  as*,  the  best  and  surest  ipeaos  of^ 
giving  permanency,  and  security  to  the 
Protestant  government  of  this .  country  in 
Church  andState,  an4  asj  in  the  firm  belief 
of  the  petitioners,  the  same«  or  equally  aa 
strong  reasons^  now  exist  for  the  qontuiii* 
ance  of  those  statutes  as  when  they  wera 
enacted.'' .      .    :     ^ 

'  .  Mr.  Lockkart  intimated  tbat^  wlien  the 
Petition  should  coma  to  be  taken  into  coa« 
siderationiiio  would  support  the  prayer  of 
the  Petitioner^ 

Sir  Wiljiam  Curtis  presented  a  Pejtitioa 
from  the  London  clergy,  incorporated  by^ 
the.  title  of  "  Thi$  president  and  feltowa 
ofSion  College  withi^  the  city  of  London/* 
setting  forth,  "  .    . 

«'  That  the  petitioi^rs,  having  witne8sed[ 
the  efforts  repeatedly  made  of  late  years 
to  procure  further  indulgences  for  persona 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  .BeIigion« 
cannot  but  contemplate  with  j^reat  soli* 
citude  the  probability  of  those  efibrts  beinp 
speedily  renewed ;  and  that  the  poti* 
tioners,  thereibre,.  regard  it  as  their 
bOunden  duty  humbly^  to  exDres%  their 
mpst  serious  apprehension  of  the  daiigf  ri 
likely  lo  arise  from  the  removal  of  thoio 
restrictions  and  disabilities  to  which  .the 
Boman  Catk^olicsarenow  subject,  and  ttpok 
enabling  them  to  hold  offices  of  the 
highest  trust  and  aothority,  and  even  to 
sit  in  the  imperial  parliament,  to  legnlata 
for  a  Protestant  Uhurch  and  State;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  while  they  are  the 
firm  advocates  of  religious  toleration  as 
recogniaed  by  the  laws  of  this  country, 
and  desirous  thai  its  blessings  may  con* 
tinue,  cannot  bot  feel  alarmed  at  the  evils 
to  be  apprehended  from  depriving  the 
established  Church  of  that  mild  ascend* 
ancy  which  it  now  enjoys,  and  they  can* 
not  bot  deprecate  the  adoption  of  measures 
which  would,  as  they  conceive,  be  si  do* 
parture,  in  a  leading  and  importai^  in* 
stance,,  from  the  ackiMwledged  principlea 
of  our  constitution;  and  that  the  peti* 
tioners  are  humbly  of  opinion^  that  tha 
restrictions  and  dhabiKtias  sow  subnsting 
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with  retptct  to  the  Romao  Catholics,  are 
not  in  themselves  either  oppressive  or  un- 
just ;  and  that  they  continue  to  be  no  less 
indispensably  reqaisite  than  heretofore* 
for  the  maintenance  and  security  of  the 
Church  establishment,  against  those  whose 
principles,  when  carried  into  effect,  have 
«ver  Deen  found  incompatible  with  true 
Christian  toleration,  and  subversive  of 
cifil  and  religious  liberty;  and  that,  in 
itating  this  their  humble  opinion,  the  pe- 
iiUbners  cannot  but  recollect,  that  thq 
safeguards  of  which  they  deprecate  the 
removal  have  been  proved  by  long  expt- 

.  rionce  to  be  necessary,  that  they  were 
established  by  our  ancestors  at  a  period 
when  our  laws  and  liberties  were  fixed  on 
a  solid  basis,  and  the  crown  of  these  domi- 
nioniwas  limited,  by  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment, to  the  Protestant  succession ;  and 
Sntying*  that  the  House  will,  in  iu  wis- 
om,  continue  to  pttierve  those  safeguards 
which,  under  JDivine  Providence,  have 
been  the  firm  support  of  our  national  con- 

'•titulipn  in  Church  and  State,  and  of  the 
title  of  our  revered  monarch,  and  his 
august  family,  to  the  throne  of  this  United 
Ungdom/' 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
He  upon  the  table. 

BaSOLOTIOItS      BBLATIMO     TO     PaxVATf 

Bitu.]  Lord  Castlereagh  moved.  That 
the  Standing  Order  of  this  House,  of  the 
ISth'day  or  June  1811,  ''That  an  Pe« 
titions  lor  Private  Bills  be  presented  within 
Ibarteen  days*  after  the  first  Friday  in  thp 
next  and  every  future  session  of  parlia* 
ment,''  might  be  read ;  and  the  same 
being  read ;  Resolved— 1  •  That  this  House 
win  not  receive  any  Petition  for  Private 
'BillsafUr  i\ft  18th  Instant.'  2.  That  no 
Private  Bill  be  read  the  first  time  after  the 
•th  of  March.  3.  That  thik  House  will 
not  receive  any  Report  of  such  Private 
Sill  after  the  10th  of  May. 

RiaotVTioii  ixsrscTiMO  Classing  ami> 
IbADiMG  BLBCTfoN  PltiTioNs.]     A  Pe- 
tition, coniplaining  of  an  undue  eleclM>n 
smd  return,  beiog  offered  to  be  presented; 
Resolved,  *'  nat  wheiiever  several  Pe- 
titions, complaining  of  undue  elections  or 
returns  of  members  to 'serve  in  parlla- 
'  snent,  shall  at'  the'sime  time  be  bfierea  to 
be  presented,  Mr..  Speaker  shall'  direct 
^  auch  Petitions  to  b^  lill  of  them  delivered 
'  at  the  table,  where  tbe^  shall  be  classed, 
'  mnd  read   in   the^  IbUowine  order^  yix. 
l|^chFetitimMcei»pIim  wt  norctnm 


has  been  made  of  t  member  or  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  in  the  first  class. 
Such  as  complain  of  double  returns,  in  the 
second.  Such  as  complain  of  the  election 
or  return  of  members  returned  to  serve  for 
two  or  more  places,  inthe  third.  Such  as 
complain  of  returns  only,  in  the  fourth; 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  Petitions,  in  the 
fifth  class.  And  the  names  of  the  plaees 
to  which  such  Petitions  (contained  in  the 
first  class,  if  more  than  one)  shall  relate, 
shkll,  in  tb(B  first  place,  be  written  on  se- 
veral pieces  of  paper  of  an  eqnal  sioe ; 
and' the  same  pieces  of  ptper  shall  be  then 
roHed  up,  una  put  by  the  clerk  into  a  box 
or  glass,  and  then  publicly  drawn  by  the 
clenc ;  uid  the  said  Petitions  shall  be  read 
in  the  order  in  which  the  said  names  shall 
be  drawn,  and  then  the  like  method  shall 
be  observed  with  respect  to  the  severisl 
Petitions  contained  in  the  second,  thMIt 
foufth,  and  fifth  classes^  respectively.''  - 

Aild  it  uppetring,  by  the  return  boek, 
thlt  there  were  no  cases  falling  within  the 
first  and  second  classes;  RMolved,  "Thus 
this  House  will  not,  before  the  adjoom- 
ment  6f  the  Hoose  for  the  recess  at 
Christmas,  take  into  consideration  any  of 
the  Petitions  presented,  complaining  of 
undue  elections  or  returns  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament. 
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SaArrBSBUKT  ELicTioif— Pbtition  op 
Mr,  WtTHKRBLi,  dec.]  A  Petition  of 
Charles  Wetherell,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  esq. 
and  Edward  Kerrison,  esq.  and  also  oif 
John  Cooper,  of  the  borough  of  Shaftes- 
bury, ironmonger,  and  William  Swyer,  of 
the  same  place,  banker,  was  ddirered  in, 
and  read ;  setting  forth, 

''  That,  at  the  last  election  of  burgesses 
to  serve  for  the  said  borough  in  parlia- 
ment, held  on  the  7th  of  October  last,  the 
petitioners  Charles  Wetherell  and  Edward 
Kerrison,  together  with  Richard  Baieman 
Robson,  esq.  and  Hudson  Oumey,  esq. 
were  candidates  to  be  elected ;  and  the 
petitioners  John  Cooper  and  William 
Swyer  had  a  right  to  vote  at  such  elec- 
tion ;  and  that  the  petitioners  Charica 
Wetherell  and  Edward  Kerrison  had  the 
majority  of  legal  votes  at  auch  election, 
and  ought  to  bave  been  returned  duly 
elected  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said 
borough ;  and  that  many  legal  yotes  ten- 
dered for  the  said  petitioners  were  re- 
jected ;  and  m  great  number  of  persona^ 
not  legally  entitled  to  yote,  were  lidmitted 
to  vote  at  the  said  election  for  the  said 
R.  B»  Bobaon  and  H.  Gumey ;  and  sundry 
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merit  of  thb  Address  consisted  in  its  gir- 
sog  sach  general  assurance  of  support^  as 
could   be  denied  only  in  extreme  cases^ 
and   avoided     entering    into   a    detailed 
opinion  on  subjects  which  would  be  more 
properly  discussed  on   future    occasions. 
With  respect  to'  tbe  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  be  could  not  think 
that  that  hon. gentleman  seriously  expected 
the  House  to  adopt  it,  but  merely  intended 
to  have  his  opinions  recorded  and  circa- 
lated  on  the  several  subjects  to  which  he 
bad  alluded.      It  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  Hoiise  could  now  dispose  of  those 
questions  which  related  to  soch  a  variety 
of  matter,  on  which  they  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the   necessary  information.      He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  principle 
the  hon.  gentleman  thought  this  the  pro- 
per time  to  apply  for  peace.     He  had 
spoken,  it  was  true,  of  Buonaparte  as  hav- 
ing been  defeated  in  his  object  with  re- 
spect to  Russia,  and  he  had  stated,  that  the 
time  most  proper  for  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain peace,  was,  when  affairs  were  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  tendency  of  his  speech  was  to 
prove  that  the  condition  of  lord  Welling- 
ton was  not  prosperous.    The  honl  gen- 
tleman had,  nevertheless,  confirmed  the 
Speech    from    the    throne    in    iu   most 
material  parte,  for,   notwithsUnding  his 
opinion    as    to    details,     he    admitted 
that  the  enterprise  of  the  enemy  against 
Russia    had     been      hastily     conceived 
and    badly  executed.      Were  these  the 
grounds  on   which  we  were   to  sue  for 
peace  ?    Did  he  suppose  that  this  House 
would  go  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  re* 
commend  negociations  for  peace  witliout 
knowing  more  of  the  real  state  of  the  bel- 
ligerents ?  One  of  the  argumente  used  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  him  rery 
novel  indeed,  namely,  nhat  we  were  to 
propose  peace  to  the  enemy  in  order  to 
sive  Spain  time  to  choose  a  government 
for  herself.    To  him  it  appeared,  however, 
that  the  Spaniards  must  first  repel  the  ag- 
gressor, and  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the 
country,  and  having  done  this,  they  might 
then  choose  their  own  government.    The 
hon.  gentleman  had  complained  of  omis- 
sions m  the  Speech,  and  particolarly  with 
respect  to  the  war  with  America.  The  in- 
fornEMiion  given  by  his  noble  friend  on 
this  subject  was  quite  satisfactory,    and 
Atated  that  a  proposition  for  peace  had 
been  made  to  America,  to  which  no  answer 
bad  yet  bee&  received.    It  would  certainly 
b#  improper,  nd  had  neyar   yet  been 
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looked  for,  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  to  state  all  the  negociations 
that  had  been  carried    on.     His    noble 
friend  had  exprefted  the  pacific  disposition 
of  this  country,  by  declaring  that  it  had 
borne '  more  from  America  than  it  woold 
have  borne  from  any  other  country.      He 
thought thisfeeling,  which  he  hadno doubt 
was  general,  would  have  prevented  any  far- 
ther discussion  on  this  subject.  At  anyVate, 
this  certainly  was  not  the  time  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  any  negociations  that  might 
have  taken  place,  and  it  would  be  time 
enough  afterwards  te  enter  into  discussiona 
of  this  sort,  when  the  documents  should 
come  in  a  regular  way  before  them.    The 
hon.  gentleman,  by  the  public  printa,  had 
given  them  before  now  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  his  sentimente  on  these  subjects  ; 
and  the  presei^t  Amendment  he  had  pro* 
posed  was  merely  a  repetition  of  thens. 
He  appeared  anxious  that  this  parliameot 
should  do  something,  because  he  thonght 
it  would  be  of  short  duration,  owing  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  King's  health,  and 
had  hinted  at  some  imaginary  measure 
which    he  fancied  to  be  or  have    been 
in    contemplation    unconstitutionally   to 
lengthen  the  limits  and  enlarge  the  powers 
of  parliament,  but  ministers  had  given  no 
ground  for  such  a  supposition.      This  was 
a    conjuration  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
own,  and  having  formerly  made  it  the 
ground  of  a  long  advertisement,  he  had 
now  made  it  the  subject  of  his  amended 
Address.    Thus  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
either  premature  or  unfounded  in  bring- 
ing forward  his  several  points.     He  woold 
have  time  afterwards  to  propose  any  mo* 
tion  on  these  subjects ;  but  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  on  an  Address,  which 
ancient  usage  had  made  it  customary  to 
be  an  echo  of  the  Speech  from  the  throne^ 
they  were  to  discuss  the  whole  state  of  the 
country,  and  anticipate  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  session.    And  as  if  they  had 
not  enough  on  tbeir  hands,  the  hon.  sea- 
tleman  proposed  also  the  present  state  of  our 
currency  as  one  of  the  subjecU  of  address. 
This  subject  had  been  before  the  last  par- 
liament, and  it  must  be  recollected,  that 
nobody    had   then    proposed  a  remedy, 
whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the  evil. 
This  might  be  again  a  subject  of  future  in* 
quiry,  but  why  incorporate  it  into  the  Ad- 
dress, if  no  remedy  was  yet  pretended  to 
be  found.  *  Then  the  hon.  gentleman  came 
forward  with  s  proposition  for  peace,  for 
peace  on  any  terms.    He  had  brought  in 
the  wir   in  Bossis  as  an  argnment  fi>r 
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peace*  bat  this  was  the  best  thing  that 
could  hare  happened,  to  shew  that  there 
was  ftill  a  power  in  Europe  that  not  only 
dared  to  resist  the  cohqneror,  but  to 
torn  back  his  tide  of  success.  This,  how- 
efer«  was  not  a  war  in  which  this  country 
was  concerned  as  a  principal.  There  was 
nobody  here  responsible  for  it»  or  answer- 
able for  its  results.  ,  The  hon.  gentleman 
therefore  had  better  have  gone  into  the 
war  in  Spain,  for  there  were  persons  in 
England  responsible  for  that.  The  hon. 
gentleman  bad  deicanted  at  some  length 
on  the  burning  of  Moscow,  and  had  repre* 
aented  it  as  pretended  on  oar  part,  that 
the  people  had  set  fire  to  their  own  houses. 
Kobody,  however,  had  ever  stated,  that 
the  people  had  set  fire  to  their  own  houses ; 
the  general  feelins  of  the  Russian  people 
bad  only  been  adverted  to  as  willing  to 
sttbmit  to  any  sacrifice,  and  shewing  Uieir 
Jove  of  their  own  government,  and  their 
detestation  of  the  enemy  in  all  their  towns 
and  villages,  by  their  continued  and  in- 
creasing exertions.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  denied  the  similarity  of  the  Russian 
retreat  to  that  of  Moreau ;  but  if  the 
Russians  had  retreated  on  a  settled  plan 
before  a  superior  force,  where  was  the  dis- 
aimilarity  ?  With  respect,  too,  to  the  cavil 
sit  that  passage  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  secretary  (lord  Castlereagh)  on 
the  subject  of  the  war  in  Spain :  his  noble 
friend  had  only  spoken  of  Torres  Vedras 
by  way  of  comparison,  and  not  as  what 
was  likely  to  happen.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man had.  also  misrepresented  our  con- 
nection with  Sweden.  Much  advantage 
had  been  gained  by  that  alliance,  and 
Russia  had  been  thereby  enabled  to  throw 
a  strong  force-  into  Riga,  which  not  only 
checked  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  but 
occupied  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
his  attention.  With  respect  to  the  siege 
of  Burgos,  he  could  not  see  that  govern- 
ment was  to  blame.  It  was  the  sponta- 
neoueact  of  the  general  alone,  and  a  very 
natural  consequence  of  the  result  of  the 
battle  of  Salamanca.  With  regard  to 
America,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  discuss 
that  subject,  nor  could  it  be  expected  by 
the  House  to  have  laid  before  them  and 
the  public  the  necessary  information  re* 
apecting  the  negociation,  till  all  hope 
aiioold  be  lost  of  reconciliation.  It  was 
enough  to  say,  that  the  necessary  means 
had  been  taken  to  have  a  sufficient  naval 
force  in  that  quarter,  and  that,  at  the  pre» 
sent  moment,  there  were  four  times  the 
number  of  British  frigaica  on  thoAme- 


rican  coast,  that  there  were  of  those  of  tho 
enemy.  Some  allusions  had  also  been 
made  to  onr  military  warfare  in  that 
quarter;  but  no  man  would- say,  that  in 
the  present  circumstances,  we  should  di- 
vert our  military  means  from  Spain  to  in* 
crease  our  force  in  Canada.  At  present^ 
such  a  measure'  appeared  unnecessary. 
As  to  Ireland,  he  should  merely  remark^ 
that  as  the  Prince  Regent  could  only  no- 
tice what  had  been  done  in  parliament, 
mention  of  that  subject  would  have  been 
unnecessary,  and  on  the  subject  of  pea^e 
in  general,  ail  must  know,  that  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect  made  to  the  enemy, 
if  not  attended  with  good,  must  lead  to 
incalculable  mischief* 

Sir  6iiberi  Heaihcoie,  who  had  seconded 
the  Amendment,  now  shortly  stated  his 
reasons  for  supporting  it.  He  thought 
that  the  gallantry  displayed  by  our  troopa 
in  Spain  was  highly  creditable ;  but  he- 
deeply  regretted  that  no  negociations  ibr 
peace  had  been  entered  into.  He  was  the 
last  man  that  would  think  of  a  dishonour- 
able peace  :  yet  while  we  went  on  with 
warlike  preparations,  and  opposed  an  un- 
daunted front  to  the  dangers  which  sur- 
rounded us,  a  desire  of  fTeace  should  ani- 
mate and  direct  all  our  actions,  and  al- 
ways be  the  leading  principle  of  our  con- 
duct. The  efiecu  of  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca were  to  put  lord  Wellington  in 
possession  of  Madrid.  But  the  Spanish 
Cortes,  then,  instead  of  deliberating  q^ 
measures  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
were  employed  in  re-establishing  thatde- 
tesuble  court,  the  Inquisition.  The  ad- 
vanuges  of  continental  alliances  had  often 
been  questioned ;  but  it  remained  for  oar 
days  to  see  this  country  make  itself  the 
principal  in  a  continental  war :  and  to  find 
the  war  continued  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting onr  revenues  by  the  increase  of  our 
maritime  commerce.  To  him  measures 
were  every  thing,  men  nothins;  althouf^h 
there  were  certainly  persons  oeside  hint 
for  whose  abilities  he  entertained  the  veiy 
highest  respect.  The  present  war,  whicn 
had  driven  the  middle  ranks  of  society  from 
the  parlour  to  the  garret,  was  now  about  to 
atuck  the  rich ;  but  he  thought  a  favour* 
able  opportunity  for  peace  presented  iu 
self,  of  which  he  Uusted  due  advantage 
would  be  taken. 

Mr.  PdmoiAjfp  thinking  he  had  been  al- 
luded to  by  a  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
fioor  fMr.  Cannmg),  when  he  spoke  of  an 
intended  Amendment,  assured  that  right 
hon«  gentleman  and  the  HouiOf  that  ho 
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had    no    knowledge   whateyer    of  SQcb 
Amendment,  until  he  heard  of  it  in  his 
place  this  evening  $  and  that  it  had  never 
been  his  intention  to  o^r  any  proposition 
of  that  kind.    The  Address  proposed  by 
the  noble  lord,  was,  as  nsnal,  a  mere  echo 
of  the  Speech  ;   baliibe  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  friend  was  of  a  nature 
widely  di^erent,  it  embraced  a  variety  of 
topics,  unconnected  with  the  Speech  or 
Address,  and  among  other  things,  request* 
ed  the  Prince  Regent  to  make  propositions 
of  peace  to  the  enemy.    This  was  by  far 
the  most  important  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment.   But  before  he  came  to  it,  he  wished 
to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  other 
subjects  to  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  who 
bad  preceded  him]  in  the  debate  had  ad- 
verted.   As  to  America  the  noble  lord 
opposite  to  him  had  said,  '^  that  he  was 
sure  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  side  could 
not  blame  ministers  for  not  having  at  once 
exerted  the  whole    power   of  England 
against  America,  as,  during  the  whole  of 
the  last  session,  they  had  not  ceased  to 
recommend  conciliatory  measures  towards 
that  country."    If  the  noble  lord  meant 
to  include  him  in  those  insinuations,  he 
did  not  accurately  recollect  what  he  (Mr. 
P.)  had  then  stated.    When  the  noble  lord 
came  down  to  the  House  with  bis  nume* 
rous  evasions  and  tergiversations  about  the 
Orders  of  Council,  wishing  to  retain  them 
one  day,  to  modify  them  another,  to  sus- 
pend them  the  next,  and.  lastly,  consent- 
ing to  revoke  them,  he  had  then  clearly 
stated,  that  he  waa  apprehensive  those  de- 
lays would  prove  fatal  to  the  concession 
itself,  which  perhaps  could    no    longer 
avert  the  threatened  hostilities.    He  be- 
lieved others  had  expressed  the  same  opi- 
nion, btft  he  was  certain  that  he  had.    Some 
gentlemen  had^even  gone  further,  and  had 
said,  that  America,  wearied  by  long  re- 
cusals, would  insist  on  her  own  terms ;   in 
which  case  he  had  declared  that  he  would 
resist  any  pretensions  contrary  to  the  ac- 
knowtedgea  rights  and  to  the  prosperity  of 
England  ;  that  opinion  he  did  not  wish  to 
retract;    but  before    he  expressid   any 
opinion  on  the  subject,  he  wished  to  know 
what  had  really  passed  in  our  negocia- 
tions  with  America.    He  did  not  wish  to 
praise  or  censure  ministers  without  proofs. 
He  had  disapproved  of  their  former  con- 
duct; it  was  with  gladness  he  had  beard 
them  profess  their  conciliatory  disposi* 
lions,  and  he  would  not  now  pass  condem- 
nation upon  them  without  evidence.     The 
noble  lord  opposite,  adverting  to  the  si* 
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toation  of  affairs  in  the   peninsbia,   had 
asserted,  that  surely  ministers  could  not 
be  censured   if  the  exertions  they  had 
made  had  kept  pace  with  the  resources  of 
the  country ;  he  was  one  of  those  who  bad 
repeatedly  asserted,  that  Sp«in  could  not 
be  saved  by  British  but  by  Spanish  troops. 
He  had  always  thought,  that  the  mode  in 
which  we  assisted  the  Spaniards  was  inja- 
dicious,  and  he  was  still  of  the  same  opi- 
nion;   if  he  was  wrong,  if  the  system 
adopted  by  ministers  was  preferable  to  his 
suggestions,  how  could  they  stand  justified 
in  having  carried  on  so  ill,  a  better  system, 
that  no  lasting  advantage  had  been  de- 
rived from  it  ?    How  stood  government  in 
the  present  instance?    A  most  brilliant 
victory  had  been  obtained  by  the  marqois 
of  Wellington ;  a  victory  owing  entirely 
to  hifl  own  genius,  for,  from  what  he  had 
learned  from  good  authority,  there  nerer 
was  a  victory  which  depended  less  upon 
chance,  and  the  probabilities  of  which 
had   been  submitted  to  stricter  calcula- 
tions.   Yet  what  was   the  result?    The 
gallant  chief  had  been  obliged  to  evacuate 
ladrid,  which  he  had  wrested  from  the 
foe ;  he  had  been  forced  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Burgos,  for  want  of  sufficient  means, 
pursued  by  that  very  army  which  bad 
yielded  the  palm  of  victory  to  his  supe- 
rior genius.    The  noble  lord  had  stated 
th*at  Russia  had  demanded  neither  money 
nor  military  assistance  from  this  country; 
and  this  he  believed,  for  he  saw  no  recom- 
mendation in  the  Speech  to  provide  for 
assistance  of  that  nature.    Russia  had  not 
demanded  of  us  to  make  any  exertion  in 
her  behalf  in  the  north  ;  no;  but  in  Spain, 
as  exertions  made  by  os  there  would  be 
more  beneficial  to  her  and  to  Europe* 
Had,  then,  the  noble  lord  and  his  col- 
leagues done  in  Spain  all  that  the  re- 
sources of  England  allowed  them  io  do, 
and  still  were  our  prospects  in  the  penin- 
sula no  brighter  than  they   have  repre- 
sented them  to  be  ?  If  so,  it  was  useless  to 
carry  further  an  unprofitable  contest;   it 
was  useless  to  waste  the  blood  and  the 
treasures  of  England  for  an  object  unat- 
tainable ;  and  it  became  proved,  that  the 
power  of  England  was  not  competent  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  the  peninsula. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  noble  lord  had 
asserted  that  the  power  of  England  was 
fully  adequate  to  the  task ;    if  so,  minis- 
ters alone  were  to  blame  if  the  French 
were  not  driven  out  of  the  peninsula.  *  If 
to  comply  with  the  earnest  wishes  of  Rus- 
sia they  wanted  additional  means,  they 
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were  Ughly  blameable  ia  not  ukiog  them 
before  the  end  of  the  lest  seision  of  the 
last  parliament.  He  did  not  wish,  how* 
eietf  to  condemn  ministers  without  proofs^ 
nor  would  he  attach  the  fool  blame  to 
them  until  he  was  confinced  they  had 
deserved  it.  With  regard  to  Russia,  he 
professed  to  know  nothing.  They  might 
be  a  barbarous,  a  semi- barbarous,  or  a 
ciyilized  people,  as  they  had  been  Tarioos* 
ly  represented ;  but  of  this  he  was  sure, 
that  they  had  evinced  feelings  of  which 
every  civilized  nation  ought  to  be  proud  ; 
feelings  which  neither  philosophy  nor 
refinement  could  teach,  an  invincible  at- 
tachment to  their  native  country.  He 
could  not  forbear,  on  that  head,  pay  ing  his 
just  tribute  of'  applause  to  the  aussians  of 
all  classes;  to  the  government,  to  the 
army,  and  to  the  people;  for  all  had 
vied  with  each  other  in  sacrificing  every 
thing  for  their  country.  How  the  contest 
might  terminate  he  could  not  foresee,  and, 
perhaps,  he  was  not  so  sanguine  as  other 
people  in  his  hopes  of  a  successful  issue  ; 
but  this  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  Russia  had  done  more  than  was  ex* 
pected  from  her.  She  had  done  enough 
to  disappoint  sorely  the  invader,  and  to  ex- 
ceed all  expectations  which  had  been  formed 
from  the  bravery  of  her  hardy  sons.— On 
the  question  of  peace,  as  proposed  in  the 
Amendment,  he  was  sorry,  as  he  was  at 
all  times,  to  differ  fi-om  his  hon.  friend. 
He  was  as  desirous  for  peace  as  any  man 
in  England,  could  he  see  any  way  by 
which  itv could  be  attained;  but  the  pro* 
position  of  his  hon.  friend,  if  adopted, 
would  go  to  put  that  desired  blessing  still 
farther  from  our  reach ;  it  would  naturally 
raise  the  demands  of  the  enemy,  especially 
a^  the  sufferings  of  the  people  formed  the 
principal  reason  his  hon.  friend  adduced 
to  support  bis  proposition.  Prance  would 
then  say,  the  English  government  does 
not  wish  for  peace,  but  the  House  of  Com- 
mons forces  them  to  it,  owing  to  the  misery 
of  the  people— let  as  keep  up  our  de- 
mands, and  we  must  have  them  on  our 
own  terms.  He  believed  there  was 
scarcely  an  instance,  except  during  the 
American  war,  where  parliament  inter- 
fered, and  made  a  peremptory  call  on  go- 
vernment, or  on  the  ministers  of  the  erown 
to  offer  terms  of  peace.  But  these  things 
did  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  then  as 
they  did  in.  the  present  instance.  The 
war  was  not  then  a  war  between  two  in- 
dependant  countriei,  but  between  this 
Qoontry  and  a  distfmt  part  of  her  own  pos- 


Nov.  30,  1812. 


[110 


seuiona,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
anxious  to  procure  their  i  ndependence ;  and' 
by  acceding  to  whose  wishes,  our  monarch, 
must  have  alienated  a  great  part  of  his 
own  sovereignty.  He  doubted  much  if  a 
king  could  make  such  an  alienation  of  his 
territorial  dominions,  without  the  advice 
of  his  parliamenL  An  alienation  of  ter* 
ritory  naturally  and  necessarily  required 
the  advice  of  parliament,  to  give  it  va- 
lidity ;  and  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
minister  would  have  ventured  on  such  a 
measure,  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  parliament.— -But  he  would  detain:  the 
House  no  further  on  this  subject.  Ai  to 
the  other  objects  of  the  Amendment,  to 
obtain  information  on  the  different  topics 
in  the  Speecb,  bethought  this  might  easily 
be  obtained  in  a  less  objectionable  way, 
and  on  the  whole  he  should  vote  affainsft 
the  Amendment.  All  the  objects  referred 
to  in  the  Speech,  and  in  the  proposed  Ad* 
dress  of  the  noble  lord,  would  require^  and 
would  undoubtedly  receive  further  dls- 
cassion  and  enquiry ;  and  he  hoped  to  see 
his  hon.  friend  employ  those  great  abilities 
he  possessed,  in  the  investigation  of  each 
individually.  The  state  of  our  relations 
with  America,  and  the  causes  which  had 
led  to  it,  particularly ;  and  also  the  Treaty 
with  Sweden,  he  hoped  to  see  discussed,iii 
their  proper  place.  This  day,  however^ 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  Answer  to  the 
Speech  from  the  throne  should  not  be  as 
usual ;  and,  in  so  doing,  he  repeated  it,  he 
thought  we  were  more  likely  to  attain 
peace,  than  by  adopting  the  way  pointed 
out  by  his  hon.  friend. — Adverting  lastly 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  question,  he  ob- 
served, that  certainly  the  executive  go* 
vernment  was  neither  bound  nor  pledged' 
to  introdnce  that  subject  in  the  Speech^ 
Considering,  however,  how  connected  that 
question  was  with  the  vital  interests  of  the 
empire,  it  would  have  been  wise  in  minis* 
ters  to  advise  its  being  mentioned.  Al* 
though  not  mandatory  upon  them  in  con* 
sequence  of  what  had  passed  in  the  last 
parliament,  yet  it  would  have  been  politic 
and  prudent  to  bring  the  matter  forward 
under  the  sanction  of  government.  From 
their  silence,  however,  he  concluded  that 
they  were  still  hostile  to  it ;  and  the  omis- 
sion of  that  subject  in  the  Speech,  afforded 
him  a  proof  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
bring  the  subject  forward.  Inconsequence 
of  this,  and  as  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr/  Canning)  who  had  last  session  made 
a  motion  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, had  now  deposited  his  trust  in  the 
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hands  of  a  right  hoti.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Grattan)  so  properly  qaali6ed,  he  would 
now  in  the  name  and  at  the  express  de- 
sire of  that  right  hon.  friend,  give  notice 
to  the^  House,  that  shortly  after  the  Christ^ 
mas  recessi  he  would  submit  a  motion  to 
the  House,  on  the  necessity  of  repealing 
the  disabilities  under  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  still  laboured. 

Mr,  EiUot  followed,  and  took  up  nearly 
the  same  grounds.  He  was  happy  to  un- 
derstand, that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
his  hon.  friend  to  push  his  Amendment  to 
a  division.  Had  he  been  forced,  however^ 
to  give. a  vote  upon  (he  subject,  it  must 
have  been  against  the  Amendment ;  be- 
cause he  thought  that  an  Address,  founded 
on  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  re« 
commending  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
procuring  peace,  would  have  the  effect  of 
retarding,  rather  than  of  accelerating  that 
object — if,  by  a  peace  were  meanti  the  ad- 
vantages which  ought  necessarily  to  re- 
sult from  the  accomplishment  or  such  a 
measure. 

Mr.  Vernon  also  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion, that  the  Amendment  was  not  to  be 
pressed  to  a  division,  as  he  mus^  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  voting  against  it. 
Before  parliament  addressed  the  crown  on 
the  subject  of  peace,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  be  satisfied  of  two  things,  first, 
that  peace  was  attainable ;  and  secondly* 
that  the  mode  pursued  was  the  most  likely 
mode  of  attainmg  it.  In  the  present  in- 
stance he  was  convinced  of  the' reverse  of 
both  of  these  being  the  case ;  and  besides 
such  ^n  Address  at  tbe  present  moment 
would  be  nnwise,  as  tending  to  infuse  a 
distrust  of  our  sincerity  into  both  the 
Spanish  and  Russian  governments, — pecu- 
liarly unwise  at  the  present  moment,  when 
we  bad  been  obliged  to  allow  the  capital 
of  Spain  to  fall  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
invaiders,  and  when  the  emperor  of  Russia 
had  evinced  his  sincerity  in  the  contest, 
by  sacrificing  his  own  capital  to  his  po- 
litical honour. 

The  question  being  called  for,  the 
Amendment  was  pot  and  negatived,  and 
the  Address  carried  without  a  division. 
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TWcjioy,  December  I. 

Pbtitions  bbspbctino  tbb  Roman 
Catholics.]  The  Duke  of  Gloucesier 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  against  the  Catholic  Claims, 
and  suted  that  ha  did  so.  having  the  ho- 


nour td  hold;  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
that  University,  but  that  he  was  anxious  to 
be  understood  as  giving  no  opinion  on  one 
side  or  the  other  relative  to  the  subject  of 
the  Petition. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  observed,  that 
due  notice  had  not  been  given  to  the  non- 
resident members  of  the  University  of  the 
intention  to  set  on  foot  such  a  Petition ;  to 
the  consideration  of  which,  he  contended, 
the  attention  of  the  non-resident  members 
ought'  to  have  been  fairly  called,  it  not 
being  a  question  of  religion,  but  of  po- 
litical expediency.  To  shew  that  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Pope  was  merely  ideal« 
the  noble  earl  observed,  with  reference  to 
some  late  proceedings  of  the  Catholic 
Prelates  of  Ireland,  that  the  Pope  was  not 
to  be  found,  nor  could  any  communication 
be  had  with  him. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Lord  GrenoiUe  said  that  he  had  a  simi- 
lar Petition  to  present  from  the  University 
of  Oxford.  The  mere  act  of  presenting  a 
Petition  at  variance  with  his  own  opinions^ 
was  a  thing  so  common  in  parliamentary 
usage,  that  he  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  notice  the  circumstance. 
But  both  the  illustrious  personage  who  had 
preceded  him,  and  himself,  stood  in  a  pe- 
culiar situation  with  respect  to  these  Peti- 
tions. They  come,  mv  lords,  from  corpo- 
rate bodies  at  the  head  of  which  we  have 
the  honour  to  be  placed ;  and  they  pur- 
port to  be  the  Petitions  of  the  chancellors 
as  well  as  of  the  other  members  of  our  two 
Universities.  The  illustrious  personage 
has*  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  to  dis- 
claim all  participation  in  the  prayer  of 
the  Petition  which  his  Royal  Highness 
has  presented,  and  to  remind  the  House 
that  he  has  always  hitl^erto  (and  from  mo- 
tives which  all  who  know  them  must  ap- 
plaud) abstained  from  giving  any  opinion 
on  thii  great  question.  For  myself,  how- 
ever, I  must  go  much  further.  My  opi- 
nions upon  it  have  been  long  publicly 
avowed.  So  far  from  concurring  in  this 
Petition,  I  am  convinced  that  no  other  ex- 
pedient could  now  be  devised  so  certain 
and  so  effectual  for  bringing  upon  this 
country  t(ie  very  evils  of  which  the  peti- 
tionei*s  are  apprehensive,  as  the  adoption 
of  that  very  policy  which  they  so  earnestly 
recommend.  Thus  much  1  stated  to  your 
lordships  on  a  similar  occasion  last  year, 
and  my  opinion  remains  unaltered.  But 
I  have  now  a  still  more  painful  duty  todia* 
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charge*  To  the  declaration  of  ni^  vnqaa* 
lified  disseat  from  the  prayer  of  this  Peti* 
tioDy  Ima$tadd|thatef  my  stroogdisappro- 
bation  of  the  terms  in  which  it  is  express- 
ed. It  appears  to  me,  by  obTious  and  ne- 
cessary construction,  to  convey  a  most  in* 
juriocM,  unwarranted  and  groundless  asper- 
sion on  the  mojtiyes  and  principles  of  some 
of  the  best  and  wisest  roen^oth  living  and 
deadj  who  have  ever  adorned  the  councils 
or  the  senate  of  this  country.  It  appears 
to  me  to  extend  this  reflection  eren  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature  itself.  Such 
Deing,  as  I  think,  the  import  of  the  words 
according  to  their  plain  sense  and  meaning/ 
it  was  matter  of  grave  and  serious  delibe- 
ration in  my  mind  whether  I  could  be  jus- 
tified by  any  consideration  in  suffering  my 
name  to  be  aCBxed,  even  for  form's  sake, 
to  each  a  paper.  Nor  am  I  yet  sore  that 
I  have  rightJy  decided.  But  if  I  have 
erred.  It  is  on  that  side  on  which,  if  I  err 
at  all,  I  should  wish  my  error  to  be  found. 
I  have  erred  from  the  desire  of  facilitating 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  petitioning — 
from  the  wish  to  promote  free  discussion 
on  this  momentous  question,  and  to  give 
full  scope '  and  due  weight  to  whatever 
either  of  argument  or  of  authority  can  be 
adduced  against  those  opinions,  the  suc- 
cess of  which  has  always  been  best  proved 
by  full  and  unreserved  examination. — I 
was  also  greatly  influenced  by  my  firm 
persuasion  that  the  words  which  convey 
to  my  mind  this  highly  objectionable 
sense  were  nevertheless  not  so  intended  hj 
the  framers  of  this  Petition.  They  are 
men;  I  am  confident,  of  juster  and  better 
regulated  minds  than  to  be  capable  of 
iuch  a  purpose.  They  know,  I  am  cer^ 
tain,  that  nothing  could  be  more  unbe- 
coming of  their  own  peculiar  stations — 
that  nothing  could  less  biefit  a  grave,  and 
reverend*  and  religious  body,  than  the  at- 
tempt to  judge  the  consciences  of  others, 
and  to  fix  an  injurious  calumny  on  the 
motives  of  those  from  whose  opinions  they 
may  chance  to  differ.  They  are  also,  I 
must  beheve,  men  far  too  wise,  and  of  judg- 
ments infinitely  too  enlightened,  not  to 
be  sensible  that  if  disgrace  should  attach 
any  where,  it  must  fall  on  the  authors  of 
the  calumny,  and  not  on  those  to  whom  it 
is  applied.  For  them,  therefore,  as  well 
as  for  myself,  I  publicly  disavow  any  such 
interpretation  o\  their  Petition ;  and  it  is 
in  this  persuasion  only  that  I  could  think 
myself  authorised  to  present  it  to  your 
lordships,  and  to  move  that  it  may  lie 
on  your  table.  * 
(VOL.  XXIV. ) 


The  Petition  was  ^dered  to  lie  on  tha 
table. 

Bill  for  thb  appointment  op  a  Vrct* 
CbancbllorJ.  Lord  iZ^sda/e  presented  » 
Bill  for  the  better  administration  of  justioej- 
which  his  lordship  stated  to  be  the  same  aa 
that  which  was  before  the  House  last  ses^« 
aion,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Vice- Chan* 
cellor,  and  observed  that  it  was  quite  im^ 
possible  for  any  person,  whatever  'might 
be  his  talents  or  his  industry,  to  execute 
the  multifarious  duties  which  now  de<» 
volved  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
that  the  consequence  of  his  not  having  the 
requisite  assistance,  was  a  delay  in  the 
hearing  of  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  in 
that  House,  which  was  most  ruinous  and 
oppressive  to  the  parties  concerned. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time  and  order* 
ed  to  be  printed. 
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Tueidmft  December  1. 

Answer  op  Admiral  Stoppord  to  Vote 
OP  Tr  anks.  ]  The  Speaker  acquainted  the 
House,  that  he  had  received  from  rear- 
admiral  the  hon.  Rf>bert  Stopford  the  fol- 
lowing Letter,  in  return  to  the  Thanks  of 
this  House,  signified  to  him  by  the  Speaker* 
in  obedience  to  their  commands  of  tha 
1 0th  of  January  last ; 

**  Cape  Toum,  Cape  (^  Good  ffcpe^ 
2ii(hAugu$$,  1812. 

«<  Sir ;  On  the  24th  of  August  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  last  Ja^ 
nnary,  communicatmg  the  unanimous  Vota 
of  Thanks  of  the  Commons  of  the  United* 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland*  for 
my  cordial  co-operation  with  the  army 
acting  under  the  comqdand  of  lieutenants 
general  sir  Samuel  Auchmoty,  in  the  late- 
operations  on  the  Island  of  Java.  I  beg 
leave  to  express  to  yon.  Sir,  the  high  valuo 
I  place  upon  this  distinguished  mark  of 
approbation  of  my  conduct  upon  that  oc« 
casion  ;  and  I  shall  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  communicating  the  unani« 
mous  Vote  of  Thanks  of  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  to  commodore 
Broughton,  the  captains*  officers,  seamen^ 
and  marines,  employed  with  me  upon  tb« 
redaction  of  Java.  I  have  the  honour  tm 
be*  Sir*  &c.  &>BBat  STo^Poan*   . 

Bear-admiral. 

«'  Charles  Abbot,  esq. 
Speaker  of  the  Hottas  of  CominonB|  kc^^ 

(I)  ^ 
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PXTITIONS  RBSPBCrmO  THB  RoMAN  Ca* 

TIIOUCS— TROM    TBB   UnITBBSITT  OF  Ox- 

rcwp-^^THB  Cnrr  or  OxmaO'^i^AiiD.  Sion 
CotLBOB.].  Sir  William  acott  presented 
a.  Bdikion  from  the  chaiicellor»  maf^ten, 
iMid  tcfaolany  of  ike  University,  of  ObLford, 
aetlingvfortbk 

.  <<  llial  thfi  petitioners  can  never 
ceaae  to  be*  in  every  just  and  proper 
sense  of  the-  ea^pression,  the  firm  ad- 
▼ooatea  of  religious  toleratiom  bot  that 
they  boTo  alwaya  coatempIated«  and  still 
continue  to  €ontemplMe»  with  extreme 
anxiety,.' the  efibrts  .incessantly  made  to 
overturn  the  defences' of  our  civil  ai|d  re* 
ligioQs  establishments*  by  the  admission 
of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  not  only  to  offices  of  the  highest 
trost  and  aothority,  bot  even  to  the  power 
of  framing  laws  for  the  ffovemment  of  this 
Prolesunt  Church  and  State;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  do  veHly  believe  that  the 
restrictions  mid  disabilities  to  whidi  the 
Boman  Catholics  in  Ireland  are  subject, 
are  still  indispensably  reqoisiteferthemain- 
tenance  and  security  ofahe  Protestant  go* 
▼emment,  and  especially  of  the  Protestant 
Church,  as  it  is  now  by^law  established  in 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  see  also  much  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  removal  of  these  restric- 
tions and  disabilities  wonld  lead,  and  they 
fcar,  by  direct  and  necessary  consequence, 
to  a  remoTal  of  all  restrictions  and  diaabi- 
lltiea  whittever  on  account  of  religion,  and 
to  an  entire  abrogation  of  the  oaths,  de- 
elersftioni,  and  tests,  by  law  required  of 
every  person  admitted  to  sit  or  Tote  in 
either  House  of  P^liament,  or  to  fiU  of* 
Sees  of  trast  and  power,  which  the*  pe- 
titioners still  hnmbly  conceive  to  be  ea« 
sentially  necessary  to  the  safety  both  of 
our  civil  and  religious  establishments; 
end  praying,  that  the  Hoose,  in  ita  wis* 
dom,  will  be  pleased  to  maintain  those 
laws,  and  preserve  infvMate  theae  aecnrities 
isliieb  long  experience  has  proved  to  be 
most  con|(enial  widh  the  character,  and 
Qitder  Divine  Plrovidenco,  most  conducive 
to  the  stability  of  our  happy  conatitntien 
in  Church  and  State/' 

•  Mr.  Atkins  Wright  presented  a  Petition 
ftom  the  mayor  bulifis  ^md  eommooal^ 
of  the  city  off  Oxford,  in  common  connal 
assembled,  setting  forth, 

«« That  the  petitioners  are  filled  with 
the  most  serioos  appcekeniions  of  danger 
firom  a  renewal  df  the  attempts  which  hate 
already  been  so  often  made  by  the  Koman 


ftipeeiing  the  Roman  CtuhoHo,      [  fl  If 

Catholics. of  this  IJnited  Kingdom  to  ob-^ 
tfjn  the  full  enjoyment  of  political  power^ 
and  to  remove  all  the  restraints  and  lnc»«. 
pacities  to  which  they  are  subject  by  t^e 
{laws  now  in  force   against    them;    and 
.praying^  that  the  statutes  constituting  and 
lestablisbing. those  restraints  and  iocapa- 
Icities  maystill  be  preserved  inviolate^,  ia 
iaamoch  as  those  statutes  appear  to  hfive] 
,been  devise^  by.  the  wisdom  of  our  ao->' 
cestors  as.  the  best  and  surest  ipeaos  of* 
giving  permanency,  and  security  to  the 
Protestant  gpvernment  of  thts .  country  in 
Church  aniState,  and  aa«  in  the  firm  belief 
of  the  petitiooecs,,  the  same«  or  equally  aia 
strong,  reasons^  now  exist  for  the  continn* 
ance  of  those  statutes  as  when  they  were 
enacted/' .  :     ,  . .  ; 

'  .  Mr.  tockkart  intimated  that^  when  the' 
Petition  should  coma  to  be  taken  into  con^^ 
sid^ratioiw  ho  would  support  the  prayer  of 
the  Petitioner^ 

Sir  WiJliam  Cur^  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  London  clergy,  incorporated  by^ 
the.  title  pf  ''  The  president  and  fellows 
ofSion  College  withi^  the  city  of  London/' 
setting  forth,  '  .    . 

"  That  the  petitioners,  having  witnessed( 
the  ef&rts  repeatedly  made  of  late  years 
to  procure  further  indulgences  for  persona 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  .Religion^ 
cannot  mit  contemplate  wiih  jpcat  soli* 
citude  the  probability  of  those  efibrts  beiii|( 
speedily  renewed ;  and  that  the  peti* 
tioners,  therefi>re,.  regard  it  as  their 
bOunden  duty  humbly  to  exoresa  theic 
most  serious  apprehension  of  the  dangere 
likely  to  arise  from  the  remoTal  of  tnosc 
restrictions  and  disabilities  to  which  the 
Roman  Catholics  are  now  subject,  and  fi-om 
enabling  them  to  hold  offices  of  the 
highest  truet  and  authority,  and  even  to 
sit  in  the  imperial  parliament,  to  legislate 
fi>r  a  Protestant  Church  and  tete;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  while  they  are  the 
firm  advocates  of  religions  toleration  aa 
recogniaed  by  the  laws  of  this  countiy^ 
and  desirous  that  its  blessines  may  con* 
tinue,  cannot  but  feel  alarmed  at  tbie  evils 
to  be  apprehended  from  depriving  the 
established  Church  of  that  mild  ascend* 
ancy  which  it  now  enjoys,  and  they  can- 
not bot  deprecate  the  adoption  of  measorea 
which  would,  as  they  conceive,  be  a  do* 
parturei  in  a  leading  and  importaijt  in* 
stance,,  from  the  acknowledged  principlea 
of  our  constitution;  and  that  the  ped* 
tioners  are  humbly  of  opinion^  that  the 
restrictions  and  dbabiiitiet  bow  sabaiiting 
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with  resptct  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  are 
not  in  themselves  either  ot>prettive  or  uq-> 
jast ;  and  that  they  continue  to  be  no  less 
indispensably  requisite  than  heretofore* 
for  the  maintenance  and  security  of  the 
Church  establishment*  against  those  whose 
principles*  when  carried  into  effect*  haTe 
OTer  Deen  found  incompatible  with  true 
Christian  toleration,  and  subrersive  of 
ctfil  and  religious  liberty;  and  that»  in 
•tating  this  their  homble  opinion*  the  pe- 
titioners cannot  but  recollect*  that  the; 
safeguards  of  which  they  deprecate  the 
remofal  have  been  proved  by  long  ezp^- 
.  rience  to  be  necessary*  that  they  were 
established  by  oui^  ancestors  at  a  period 
when  our  laws  and  liberties  were  fixed  on 
asolid  basis*  add  the  crown  of  these  domi- 
nions was  limited*  by  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment, to  the'  Protestant  succession ;  and 
praying*  that  the  House  Will*  in  iu  wis* 
com*  continue  to  preierve  those  safeguards 
which*  under  Divine  Providence;  have 
been  the  firm  support  of  onr  national  con- 
•titniion  in  Church  and  State,  and  of  the 
title  of  our  rerered  monarch,  and  his 
august  family,  to  the  throne  of  this  United 
Kingdbm." 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
Ue  upon  the  tabid. 

BXSOLUTIONS      RBLATINO     TO     PaiVATB 

BiLU.]  Lord  Castlereagh  moved*  That 
the  Standing  Order  of  this  House*  of  the 
18th* day  of  June  1811*  "That  all  Pe- 
titions lor  Pk-ivate Bills  be  presented  within 
fourteen  days'  after  the  first  Friday  in  thp 
next  and  every  future  session  of  parlia^ 
ment,*'  might  be  read ;  and  the  same 
being  read ;  Resolved — 1  •  That  this  House 
will  not  receive  any  Petition  for  Private 
Bills- after  t^e  18th  instant  2.  That  no 
.  PHvate  Bill  be  read  the  first  time  after  the 
•fth  of  March.  3.  That  thit  House  will 
not  receive  any  Report  of  such  Private 
Bill  after  the  10th  of  May. 

RsaoLUTioif  RBsrscniio  Classimo  Ann 

BkAniNG   ELECtroN  PBtlTlONS.j       A  Po* 

tition*  confplatning  of  an  undue  election 

and  return*  being  offered  to  be  presented; 

^  Resolved*  "  lliat  whenever  several  Pe- 

.  titions*  complaining  of  undue  elections  or 

,  returns  of  members  to 'serve  in  parlia- 

.  Bteot*  shall  ai  the  'same  time  bis  offerea  to 

be  presented,  Mr.,  Soealcer  shall'  direct 

.  nch  Petitions  to  be  W  of  them  delivered 

,.«l  the  tablis,  where  they  shall  be  classed, 

,  tod  read   in   the^  Ibllovrinff  order,   ym. 

c,fi^  FeiitioBi  as  cimplila  uuit  no  return 
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has  been  made  of  a  member  or  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  in  the  first  class. 
Such  as  complain  of  double  returns*  in  the 
second.  Such  as  complain  of  the  election 
or  return  of  members  returned  to  serve  for 
two  or  more  places*  in -the  third.  Such  as 
complain  of  returns  only*  in  the  fourth; 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  Petitions*  in  the 
fifth  class.  And  the  names  of  the  plaees 
to  which  such  Petitions  (contained  in  the 
first  class,  if  more  than  one)  shall  relate, 
shall,  in  tbe  first  place,  be  Written  on  se- 
veral pieces  of  paper  6f  an  eoual  siae ; 
and' the  same  pieces  of  paper  shall  be  then 
rolled  up*  ana  put  by  tne  elerk  into  a  box 
or  glass,  and  then  pnbKely  drawn  by  the 
cle^ ;  and  the  said  Petitions  shall  be  read 
in  the  order  in  which  the  said  namea  shall 
be  drawn,  and  then  the  like  method  shall 
be  observed  with  respect  to  the  seve^l 
Petitions  contained  in  the  second*  tlnfd« 
foufth*  and  fifth  classes*  respectively."  - 

And  it  appearing,  by  the  return  book, 
that  there  were  no  cases  falling  within  the 
first  and  second  classes ;  Resolved*  "Thai 
this  House  will  not*  before  the  adjourn* 
ment  6f  the  Hoose  for  the  recess  at 
Christmas,  take  into  consideration  any  of 
the  Petitions  presented*  complaining  of 
undue  elections  or  returns  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament/ 
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Shaptbsbubt  ELBCTtoif— PaTiTiON  or 
Ma.  WaTHiaBLi*  &c.]  A  Petition  of 
Charles  Wetherell,  of  Dncoln's  Ion*  sisq. 
and  Edward  Eerrison*  esq.  and  also  of 
John  Cooper*  of  the  borough  of  Shaftes* 
bury*  ironmonger,  and  William  Swyer,  of 
the  same  place*  banker*  was  ddirered  in, 
and  read  ;  setting  forth* 

''That,  at  the  last  election  of  burgesses 
to  serve  for  the  said  borough  in  parlia* 
ment*  held  dn  th6  7th  of  October  last,  the 
petitioners  Charles  Wetherell  and  Edward 
kerrison,  together  with  Richard  Bateman 
Robson*  esq.  and  Hudson  Gumey,  esq. 
were  candidates  to  be  elected ;  sind  the 
petitioners  John  Cooper  and  William 
Swyer  had  a  right  to  vote  at  such  elec« 
tion ;  and  that  the  petitioners  Charles 
Wetherell  and  Edward  Kerrison  bad  the 
majority  of  legal  votes  at  fuch  election, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  duly 
elect<^  to  serve  in  parliament  for  tbe  said 
borough ;  and  that  many  legal  yotes  ten- 
dered for  the  said  petitioners  were  re- 
jected ;  and  a  great  number  of  personst 
not  legally  entitled  to  vote*  were  admitted 
to  vote  at  the  said  election  for  the  said 
R. & Bobson and H. Gumey ;  andsundry 
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Totesunduly  entered  for  them ;  by  which 
i&eans  they  obuioed  a  colourable  majority 
OTer  the  petitioners  C.  Wetherell  and  £« 
Kerrison*  and  have  been  unduly  returned 
to  serve  for  the  said  borough  ;  and  that, 
mt  the  election  aforesaid,  certain  Toters 
were  bribed  to  give  their  voices  in  favour 
of  the  said  R.  B.  Robson  and  H.  Gurney ; 
and  the  said  R.  B.  Robson  and  H.  Gurney 
were  guilty  of  divers  acts  of  bribery  and 
treating,  by  themselves  and  agents,  at  such 

,  election,  and  gave,  and  promised  tq  eive, 
by  themselves,  and  agents  on  their  behalf, 
rewards,  provision,  meat,  drink  and  enter- 
tainment, to  persons  having  voice  at  such 
election,  in  order  to  be  elected  to  serve  for 
the  said  borough  in  parliament ;  and  by 
SQch»  and  other  undue  and  unlawful  prac- 
tices, procured  themselves  to  be  returned 

.  as  aforesaid;  and  praying,  that  the  House 
will  be  pleased  to  take  the  premises  into 
consideration,  and  to  declare  the  peti- 
tioners C.  Wetherell  and  £.  Kerrison  duly 
elected,  and  that  they  ought  to  have  been 
returned  for  the  said  borough,  or  to  give 
the  petitioners  such  other  relief  as  shall 
leem  fit." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  the  9th  of  February  next 

*  Resolution  asspccriNO  Orders  and 
Notices.]  l^ord  CtutUrtagh,  pursuant  to 
notice,  moved  to  revive  the  regulations 
which  had  been  adopted  last  session,  re- 
ioecting  the  Orders  of  the  Day  entered  in 
the  book,  and  the  Notices  for  Motions. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  the  business  of 
the  House  had  been  much  facilitated  by  set- 
ting apart  two  days  in  the  week,  in  which 
the  Orders  of  the  j>ay  should  have  the  pre- 
cedency of  motions,  without,  however,  de- 
priving any  hon.  member  of  the  right  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  any 
aubject  he  might  think  proper.  The  noble 
lord  moved  in  consequence,  *'  That  in  this 
present  session  of  parliament  all  Orders  of 
the  Day,  set  down  in  the  Order  Book  for 
Mondays  and  Fridays,  shall  be  disposed 
of  before  the  House  will  proceed  upon  any 
motions  of  which  Notices  shall  be  entered 
in  the  Order  Book/' 

Mr.  WkUtread  observed,  that  this  mo- 
tion waa  couched  in  the  same  terms  as 
that  against  which  he  had  contended  last 
session.  He  did  not  mean,  in  consequence, 
to  renew  in  the  present  instance  the  argu- 
ments he  had  used  on  that  occasion ;  but 
lie  would  renew  his  protest  against  a  novel 
measure^  which,  while  it  produced  no 
muum  of  ad?anuge»  gat  a  tha  miniiten* 
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whoever  they  might  be,  a  great  influence 
over  the  debates  of  the  House.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  members  would  still  insist 
on  the  right  they  enjoyed  in  good  old 
tilnes,  namely,  that  of  making  motions 
whenever  they  thought  proper,  and  with- 
out notice  too.  He,  for  one,  would  al- 
ways claim  that  undoubted  right,  and  al- 
ways exercise  it  according  to  his  discre- 
tion. 

Lord  Milion  also  protested  against  it  as 
contrary  to  the  usage  of  parliament,  and 
as  tending  to  cramp  the  proceedings  of  the 
House. 

The  motion  was  then  carried. 

Prince  Regent's  Speech  on  Opening 
THE  Session.]  On  the  question  that  the 
Report  of  the  Address,  in  answer  to  the 
Prince  Reeent's  Speech  on  opening  the 
session,  be  brought  up, 

Mr.  Creev^  rose  and  observed*  that 
more  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  many  important  topics 
touched  on  in  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech, 
and  especial]  V  the  three  wars  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  the  policy  of  which  he  was 
not  yet  prepared  to  approve.  The  Speech 
contained  an  omission,  which  was  also, 
in  his  view  of  the  subject,  very  important 
The  Prince  Regent  had  expressed  hia  reli- 
ance, that  the  House  of  Commons  would 
furnish  the  supplies,  but  without  at  all  ad- 
verting to  the  periloiis  state  of  our  finances 
and  commerce.  That  this  was  an  unusual 
and  ill-advised  proceeding,  he  referred  to 
some  former  Addresses  to  prove.  Did 
the  ministers  know  nothing  of  the  state  of 
the  finances,  had  they  withheld  all  know- 
ledge of  our  commercial  distresses  from 
the  Prince  Regent,  or  did  ^bey  d^ny  the 
existence  of  such  distresses  ?  The  Hoose^ 
he  thought,  would  be  better  employed  in 
inquiring  into  the  financial  state  of  the 
country  than  in  voting  the  ppposed  Ad- 
dress ;  for  it  bad  been  acknowledged  by 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  and  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
of  great  financial  knowledge,  who  unfor- 
tunately was  not  now  a  member  of  tba 
House,  (Mr.  Tierney),  that  the  present 
system  could  not  be  persevered  in,  and  aa 
a  remedy  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xch^ 
qner*s  nostrum  was,  a  tax  on  capital  !— 
How,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  could 
they  think  or  pledging  themselves  to  the 
support  of  the  war  io^  the  peninsula,  oa 
iu  present  scale  ?  What  he  knew  waa,  that 
our  expences  last  year  were  121  millions  ; 
that  notwithitandiDg  the  resolutiooaof  ih% 
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Cbaocellor  of*  the  Exchequer,  which  de- 
clared the  paper  money  to  be  equal  in 
value  to  gold,  the  public  annuitants  bad 
been  robbed  of  one  third  of  their  incomes, 
and  chat,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
but  for  the  benefii  of  the  Bank  Company; 
and  then  the  effect  of  this  system  most  be, 
the  annihilation  of  all  stock- holders. 
These  were  his  reasons  for  opposing  the 
present  Address. — ^The  hon.  member,  nher 
having  adverted  to  the  parliamentary 
farce  attending  the  opening  of  parliament 
•^two  well-dressed  gentlemen  coming 
down  to  the  House  with  speeches  in  their 
pockets;  well-written  essays  or  themes 
proposed  by  ministers— concluded  by 
moving  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Report 
be  brought  up  this  day  s'ennight. 

Mr.  Frenu^le  further  impressed  upon 
the  House  the  necessity  of  inquiring  into 
tRe  present  state  of  the  public  expenditure, 
before  the  Report  at  the  bar  was  agreed  to. 
As  to  the  general  subject  of  the  royal 
Speech,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
our  prospects  at  the  present  moment  were 
not  nearly  so  bright  as  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the.  last  session*  of  parliament. 
The  war  in  which  we  had  injudiciously 
plunged  ourselves  with  America,  was  in  no 
degree  counterbalanced  by  the  peace  that 
had  been  concluded  with  Russia.  With 
regard  to  the  peninsula,  he  was  persuaded 
that,  by  the  battle  of  Salamanca  we  had 
gained  nothing  but  glory,  and  that  the 
freedom  of  Spain  was  no  nearer  in  its  ac- 
complishment than  when  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  was  posted  at  Torres  Vedras. 
At  the  same  time  that  he  disapproved  of 
the  Address,  he  acknowledgea  that  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  Amendment  that 
had  been  last  night  offered  to  supersede  it, 
and  which  recommended  propositions  for 
peace  to  the  Prince  Regent.  He  thought 
such  a  proposition  coming  fromthe  House, 
would  inevitably  defeat  its  own  object, 
and  lower  the  coootry  in  the  eyes  of  the 
enemy. 

Mr:  Rolmuon  was  surprised  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
could  have  advanced  that  tha  late  cam- 
paign in  the  peninsula  bad  left  our  afiairs 
m  that  quarter  in  a  worse  situation.  This 
gross  error,  into  which  many  other  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  had  fallen,  arose  from 
their  considering  the  campaign  as  begin- 
ning  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  whereas, 
in  fact,  it  had  begun  at  the  taking  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  and  this  was  the  only 
fair  point  of  view  in  which  it  could  l>e 
considered*     The  hm*  gentleniaB  then 


followed  the  operations  of  lord  Welling- 
ton, from  the  taking  of  that  town.  It  waa 
true,  he  had  been  compelled  to  retire  from 
before  Burgos,  and  to  evacuate  Madrid, 
but  it  was  absurd  to  expect  constant  sue* 
cess  in  war ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  observe, 
that  on  all  occasions,  we  were  too  prona 
to  be  exalted  or  depressed  beyond  measure, 
by  success,  or  partial  failures.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  campaign  so  much  blamed, 
had  driven  the  French  from  a  great  part 
of  the  western  provinces  of  Spain,  had 
forced  them  to  evacuate  the  south,  and  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  the  capture  of 
which  they  considered  as  of  such  impor- 
tance in  a  military  point  of  view,  that 
they  sat  two  years  and  a  half  befor^  that 
place,  regardless  of  every  other  advan- 
uge  they  might  have  obtained  by  con- 
centrating their  troops.— As  to  America, 
he  would  venture  to  assert,  that,  as  in  the 
first  instance  no  means  were  neglected  of 
preserving  peace,  so  it  would  appear  that 
no  exertions  had  been  wanting  to  prose- 
cute  the  war  when  it  was  found  inevitable. 

Mr.  Rate  said,  he  wished  to  correct  a 
mistake  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
moved  the  amendment^^a  mistake  which 
had  occasioned  much  misconception  out 
of  doors.  His  right  hon.  friend|  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  had  never  propos* 
ed  a  tax  on  capital,  and  from  all  the  atten- 
tion which  he  himself  had  given  to  the 
subject,  he  was  convinced,  that  such  a  tax 
waa  altogether  impracticable.  A  right 
reverend  prelate  (the  bishop  of  Llandaff) 
had  indeed  written  a  pamphlet  on  the 
subject  some  years  ago,  but  still,  after  the 
most  mature  consideration,  he  remained 
satisfied  of  the  impossibility  and  impracti* 
cability  of  such  a  tax. 

Mr.  Siuari  fVeriUy  deprecated  the  idea 
of  making  the  miseries  of  the  people  tha 
grounds  of  suing  for  peace,  as  it  would  de- 
base the  nation,  raise  the  demands  of  tha 
enemy,  and  abandon  all  the  fruits  of  the 
struggle  in  which  so  much  money  and  so 
much  treasure  had  been  lavished.  Hav- 
ing said  thus  much,  he  trusted,  on  tha 
other  hand,  that  ministers  would  pay  due 
regard  to  the  real  sufferings  of  the  people, 
and  not  let  any  opportunity  escape  by 
which  they  might  procure  a  peace  consis- 
tent with  the  honour,  safety,  and  inurcata 
of  the  country. 

Lord  Miiiom  earnestly  called  upon  tha 
House  to  reflect  npon  the  minoos  ten- 
dency of  prosecuting  the  war  with  Ama- 
rica.  He  believed  that  the  two  goveriK 
menu  wait  decidedly  hQatile«  wUit  tte 
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two  na^oDB  were  as  decidkdly  |M|qific. 
Jle  lamented  to  see  the  person  at  the  h^ad 
«f  the  government  guided  so  implicitly 
by  his  etfnsity  to  the  United  States.  This 
might  be  a  hold  assertion^  hot  he  was 
not  afraid  to  declare  wJiat  he  sincerely 
thoaght 

Mr.  St^Am  warmly  resisted  the  state- 

.  ment  of  the  noble  lord,  that  there  was  any 

.hrtlation  in  the  illastrioos  parson  at  the 

rhead  of  the  government  towards  the  Ame- 

can|>eople.    The  Speech  delivered  only. 

yesterday  contradicted  the  assertioni  for 

itbraaUied  only  a  spirit  of  amity  and  con* 

citiatioD. 

Lord  Mikon  explained,  that  he  bad 
-been  misonderstooa ;  he  had  no  such  al- 
lusion as  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  imputed  to  him. 

Mr.  Siephm  resumed;  be  was  satisfied 
Aat  he  had  been  mistaken,  and  thai  the 
noUe  lord  did  not  mean  what  be  had  er- 
roneausly  auributed  t^  him.    He  wouki 
-not  enter  into  minute  poinu,  but  he  would 
.«ssen  in  opposition  to  the  noble  lord,  that 
tsn  equal  apirit  of  urritatioo  did  not  prevail 
in  the  two  governments ;  on  the  contrary, 
m  friendly  disposition  had  eyer  been  dis- 
played by  the  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.   The  statement  of  our  wrongs  #as 
Slot  intended  to  irritate,  but  to  conciliate 
by  conviction.  For  his  own  part,  however 
•mueh  he  miffht  be  interested  in  die  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  of  America,  he 
'entertained  no  personal  feeling  of  irrita- 
tion, but  the  Orders  in  Council  he  bad 
defended  with  his  .tongue  and  his  pen*- 
ismd  he  could  appeal  to  authorities  across 
the  Atlantic,  ror  testimonies  of  his  mo- 
.  derate  and  ceapectlbl  language  towards 
the  government  of  America.     Had  the 
;iM»ble  lord  forgotten  the  language  used  to 
!iMr»  Erskine,  when  he,  bearing  conces- 
.  flioos  to  themi  was  received  with  taunts, 
•'instead  of  the  terms  of  amity  and  conci* 
:.Kation  ?    Had  he  forgotten  the  treatment 
crof  »Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  driven  from  the 
.  coilntry  without  being  permitted  to  wait 
f.fer.  the  iostmcttons  of  his  government? 
•The  noUe  lordmust  have  a  short  memory, 
if  he  did  not  recollect  that  the  govern- 
-.ment  of  America  bad  declared,  that  they 
-  expected  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ahould  be 
4  considesed  the  maritime  law  of  nations— 
m  law  that  would  render  the  navy  of  Eng- 
^Jand  useless,  except  to  guard  her  own 
-.coast  When,  by  a  &tal  event,  it  became 
-*pr4>aUerthat  the  Orders  in  Council  would 
•  be  lescioded,  did  not  America  abandori 
%tha£igpoead  of  eomplaimi  end-  iiuiiedi- 
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ately  demand  an  abandonment  of  onr 
system  of  blockade,  and  a  renunciation 
of  the  right  of  search.  Could  the  noble 
lord  find  any  way  to  negociate  with  Ame- 
rica without  abandoning  our  rights;  or 
was  he  prepared  to  say  that  we  ought  to 
abandon  them  ?  With  o^gard  to^he  con- 
cessions made  to  America  by  ministers,  it 
was  a  point  on  which  he  differed  firom 
them.— The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
then  entered  into  a  detailed  discussion  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  and  our  blockade 
system,  and  observed,  that  to  exaggerated 
statements  of  civil  war  and  revolotiou 
among  our  manufacturers,  might  be  attri- 
buted the  concessions  to  America — and, 
to  those  concessions,  the  present  war.  A 
heavy  responsibtlity  attached  to  the  real 
authors  of  this  unnatural  war  between  two 
countries  united  in  orlgm,  in  language, 
and  in  manners,  and  who  were,  besides, 
the  only  countries  in  the  world  where 
civil  liberty  existed :  but  he  saw  no  pros- 
pect of  any  peace  consistent  even  with 
our  existence,  since  the  measure  of  Ame^ 
rican  demands  was  determined  by  the 
uiyust  and  unlimited  aggressions  of 
France. 

Mr.  WUbtrfbtte  deprecated  any  bten- 
tion on  the  partof  the  House  to  call  en 
the.  ministers  to  pledge  themselves  to  seek 
peace,  as  such  conduct  would  defeat  the 
object  it  professed  to  have  in  view.  It 
would  perhaps  create  a  popular  cry  in 
the  country  for  peace,  and  raise  the  de- 
mand of  those  with  whom  we  should  have 
to  negociate.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the 
ministers  participated  in  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  as  they  regarded  peace ;  there  ap- 
peared no  disinclination  pn  the  part  of  go* 
vernment  to  negociate,  and  as  our.  pros- 
pects on  the  continent  were  now.  some- 
what better  than  heretofore,  he  hoped 
those  prospects  would  not  be  blasted  by 
any  premature  solicitations  on  the  part  of 
the  House.  He  knew  of  but  one  instance 
of  a  petition  to  the  king  to  make  peace, 
being  carried  in  that  House,  and  in  that 
instance  it  had  been  productive  of  .mc»re 
evil  than  gobd. 

Mr.  Ponioni^,  although  he  generally 
coincided  with  his  boo*  friend  who  waa 
the  mover  of  the  present  amendment,  yet 
difiered  from  him  on  this  occasion.  By 
receivins  the  report,  the  I|ouse  by  no 
means  aaopted  the  opinions  contained  in 
the  Address;  it  was,  therefore,  unneces- 
sary, to  postpone  iu  consideration :  tbe 
Address  was  a  natural  consequence  of  the 
^09lia  wi  Ksenbled  a  mm  conunon 
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glace  letter»  in  wbicb  were  a  grett  iniBi- 
er  of  wordt  of  coorse,  ending  with  **  I 
have  Ihe^ honour  to  be,  Sir,  with  the' 
higbeit  respeety  your  deroted  bumble 
•erfa^C  wnen,  in*  ftct,  the  writer  felt 
none  of  that  respect  and  devotion  of 
which  be  talked.  To  debate  the  Address, 
paragraph  by  paragraph;  wottld  take  op 
the  whole  of  the  session.  Many  of  the 
topics  treated  of  in  the  Address,  would 
require  mature  deliberation;  and  as  to 
the  Spanish  war,  he  thonsht  it  would  be 
best  discussed  when  the  Chancenor  of  the 
Exchequer  should  come  to  the  House  foi' 
Supplies. 

Lord  CtuilereM  agreed  entirely  with 
the  last  speaker,  Init  wished  to  correct  % 
statement  made  by  an  fa6n.  and  learned 
gentlemlli,  that  the  goternme'nt  of  this 
Country  had.  at  any  period  conceded  the 
right  6f  the  Americatis  to  insist  on  the  re-^ 
peal  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Whiibread  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  tor  what  had  faflen'^ftdm  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  opposite,  ^lid 
ilso  from  the  lati^  member  for  Yorkshire, 
who  had  honoured  him  whh  the  ippella* 
tlon  of  friend.     The  hon.  and  learned 

SDtleman  opposite  had  informed  them, 
nt  a  day  would  be  appointed  for  consi- 
dering the  American  question  ;  and  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  returned 
to  that  House  unchanged,  he  would  Ten- 
tare  topredict  that  it  would  not  be  a  short 
day.  Ilie  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
told  them,  that  he  had  employed  hil  pen 
and  tongue  in  support  of  the  Orders  in 
Council :  his  pen  he  had  employed  before 
be  entered  parliament,  and  no  doubt  that 
pen  had  jpined  him  bis  seat ;  and  that  he 
had  nsea  his  tongue  subsequently  to  his 
^iog  in   parliament,  the  House    could 
abundantly  testify.    It  appeared  singular, 
howeTer«  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman^  who    spoke   on   eiriry    subject, 
Aould  ha?e  been  silent  the  day  that  his 
darling  oflspring,  the  Orders  in  Council, 
breathed  their  last;  but  so  it  was.    He  had 
heard  that  the  marauis  of  Wellington  had 
•pee  been  employed  to  prevent  a  certain 
fight  hon.  doctor  (Duigenan)  from  speak- 
>ng ;  and  u  he  had  obsenred  a  noble  lord 
seated  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
duriog  the  debate  to  which  he  alluded,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  his  employment  was 
precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  noble  mar* 

?i?**'  *  ^^^  ^*^  ^*'*y  anitious  to  hear 
f^  Hght  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
foeijoer;  but  as  often  u  he  had  attempted 
^  f>»e,  he  had  been  prerenied,  first  by 


ohe^then  by  another;  «l  length  vp  started 
the  late  Treasurer  of  the  Nary,  (Mr.  Bese) 
Whiom  he  mights  denominate  the  patriarcb 
of  the  Treuury  BeQcb,  and  wbb  chole.K^ 
disclaiin  all  idea  of  a  tax  on  capital^  sMuob 
he  threw  upon  a  right  rcTerend  bishop^ 
many  hondred  miles  off.  If  it  really  wt» 
the  natoralchild  of  ihtrighiTeTenttd  pse* 
iKte,  he  thought  it  Tory  bard  to  throw  it 
at  his  door,  under  toeh  eirciimBtaiicea.Mw 
The  hon«  gentleman  then  proeeeded  to  de« 
tail  the  oecdrreneea  of  bit  political  liib, 
and  Impelled  the  attack  made  on  bin  bjr 
Mr.  Stephen,  whom  he  designated  as  th« 
aothdr  and  lopperter  of  the  Otde ra  in 
CouncH-^-he  who  eulogised  them  white 
Kving,  and  lamented  them  when  dead^ 
He  stated,  ^n  iwly  to  Mr.  Wilberforce^ 
that  the  petition  for  peace  carried  in  that 
House;  was  at  the  close  of  the  Amerioaa 
war,  when  the.  distressed  manufactorera 
burst  the  doors  of  the  House,  and  by  a  re* 
citalof  their  distressea  obtained  the  peti^ 
tion.  Mr.  Bui^e  was  then  the  eloquent 
but  unsucceinfol  advocate  of  peace-»^leaf 
well  the  parliamieilt !— deaf  were  the  mi* 
nisters;!«'-dieif  was  the  prince  !*-^that  wan 
so  ob^^Aately  fiersef ered  in,  ended  in  tbf 
independence  of  America,  and  iu  conse* 
quences  were  now  visiting  us.  He  denied 
that  he  was  (as  he  had  been  charaetensed) 
a  man  who  wished  to  drag  hit  country  tm 
the  feet  of  France,  and  asserted,  that  ha 
had  ever  acted  on  principle,  and  during  tht 
whole  course  of  the  war  had  been  the  con^ 
Hi  stent  advocate  of  peace.  The  hon.  gen* 
tleman  next  adverted  to  the  Amendmedl 
which  he  had  proposed  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  which,  he  contended,  had 
been  misunderstood  ;  a»  itdidtiot  call  oa 
the  Prince  Regent  to  eater  iikto  an  imB#* 
dfate  nejjoeiation  for  peace ;  bm  to  msa 
an  enquiry  lo  t>e  mane  at  to  the  feelioga 
of  the  enemy  on  that  point.  He  then 
stated,  in  allusion  to  what  Ml  from  Miv 
Ponsonby  on  the  preceding  evening,  the 
various  occasions  on  which  the  sot^fect  df 
negociations  with  France  had  been  befens 
the  House,  and  the  conduct  he  had  pur- 
sued. Although  he  had  delivered  hit  ope* 
nion  on  those  occasions,  he  never  had,  De» 
fore  last  night,  submitted  anv  speciBc  pio« 
position  on  the  question.  Ait  now,  when 
he  saw  an  opportunity  occur  most  fitvoor- 
able  for  this  codntry,  and  when  he  smt  no 
manifestation  in  the  speech  from  tbe 
throne,  of  a  desire  to  seize  that  oppotlo* 
nity,  he  conceived  it  right  thai  parfiameiit 
should  interfere.  They  must  all  recolleot^ 
that  the  speeches  from  tHe^throner  d«rto| 
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the  last  30  yean,  contained,  iiv  general,  a 
passage,  expre^ive  of  a  desiFe  to  conclude 
a  peace  with  France,  and  with  all  the 
worM,  if  it  ooold  be  prociKed  on  terms 
commensorate  with  the  safety  and  dignity 
of  the  codntry.  But  now  there  was  a  total 
aiknce  on  thai  point ;  and  he  wished  to 
prevent  that  bare  and  naked  exposition  of 
the  state  of  the  coontry, — he  wished  to 
prevent  those  distresses  which  the  war 
Aad,  and  mnst  continue  to  produce,— being 
blazoned  ihrougbout  Europe ;  he  wished 
to  save  the  country  from  being  placed  in 
a  similar  situation  to  that  in  which  she  had 
been  plnnged  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders 
HI  Council,  when  it  was  too  late— 4md  this 
coaM  only  be  efibcted  by  a  timely  pacifi- 
cation. No  man  was  more  ready  than 
bimself  to  endure  privations  for  the  public 
good ;  no  man  would  feel  moite  repug- 
siance  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple from  making  any  sacrifice  which 
traded  to  uphold  the  honour  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  when  he  saw  the  government 
placed  in  hands  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.Ponaonby)  was  not  himself  disposed 
to  8upport»^wben  he  saw  a  government 
possessing  power,  but  without  confid^ce 
—when  he  saw  the  infatuation  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  country,  from  the  period  of 
Mr.  Fox's  motion,  in  1793,  for  opening  a 
negociation  with  France,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent hour, — he  thought  he  acted  correctly 
In  endeavouring  to  check  the  evil.  He 
wished  the  Prince  Regent  to  be  informed 
of  the  true  state  of  the  country,  before* 
freah  exactions  were  placed  on  the  people, 
that  measures  asight  be  devised  to  prevent 
their  necessity.  Many  opportunities  would 
occur  for  the  consideration  of  the  Spanish 
q«eatioiu  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  gen- 
Ueoian  (Mr.  Robinson)  as  to  the  improved 
aitnation  of  our  army  on  the  peninsula 
now,  compared  with  what  it  was  at  the  end 
of  the  last  campaign.  But,  when  he  spoke 
of  the  imporunce  of  raising  the  siege  of 
Cadis,  ana  of  the  retreat  of  Cafiarelli,  a 
question  arose,  which  every  Englishman 
was  anxious  to  ask;  "What  has  Spain 
done?"  To  answer  this,  circumstances 
must  be  noticed,  which  one  would  fain 
forget  Let  us  look  to  lord  Wellington's 
gasetted  account  of  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manea.  We  there  find  uniu,  tens,  hun- 
dreds, and  thousands  of  slain  and  wounded, 
on  each  side  ;  while  the  Spanish  loss  is 
reduced  to  six !  He  should  be  glad  to  have 
thb  circumstance  properly  explained. 
Lord  Wellington  had  spoken  of  the  Gue- 
rillas u  being  very  active ;  and«  he  be- 
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lieved,  that  was  all  that  could  be  said.  As 
partisans,  they  might  do  miscbief  to  the 
enemy,  and  he  was  afraid  they  also  an- 
noyed the  population  themselves ;  but  to 
look  to  them  for  any  great  effort,  if  the 
English  army  were  remored,  was  to  en- 
courage, a  vain  imagiDatioo,]n  which  there 
was  no  hope.  Buonaparte  was  at  present 
in  a  perilous  situation,  and  every  exertion 
ought  to  be  made,  by  taking  advantage  of 
it,  to  procure  a  peace.  But  a  feeling 
seemed  to  pervade  the  minds  of  certain 
persons,  that  a  peace  should  not  be  con- 
cluded with  that  man — a  feeling  which  he 
wished  to  eradicate  from  this  country ;  for, 
in  the  probable  course  of  events,  we  should 
be  obliged  to  make  peace  with  him.  Let 
him,  then,  be  sent  to,  openly  and  man- 
fully ;  the  fate  of  the  mission  would  be 
speedily  known ;  and  the  issue  would  be, 
a  conviction  on  the  minds  of  every  one, 
whether  a  permanent  and  honourable 
peace  could  be  procured  or  not. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  wished 
to  make  a  few  observations  on  what  had 
fallen  from  some  of  the  preceding  speakers. 
An  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  1 809.  In  that  year,  the  bills 
drawn  lirom  the  peninsula  on  this  country 
amounted  to  2,800,000/.  In  the  present 
year  they  amounted  to  lly^OO^OOO/.  So 
much  for  the  comparative  expenditure  of 
the  war  during  these  two  years ;  and  so 
much  in  answer  to  those  who  imagined 
that  government  had  not  made  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  in  support  of  the  war 
in  the  peninsula.  In  answer  to  the  asser- 
tion of^an  hon.  gentleman  ^^r.  Creevey) 
who  said  he  had  read  all  the  king^s 
speeches  to  parliament,  and  that  in  all  of 
tbem  mention  was  made  of  the  commerce 
and  revenue  of  the  country,  he  would 
mention  that  in  the  years  1800  and  1807, 
no  reference  whatever  was  made  to  the 
state  of  the  revenue  or  commerce.  With 
respect  to  the  allusions  to  a  tax  on  capital, 
which  he  was  said  to  have  announced,  he 
begged  leave  to  recommend  to  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  charged 
him  with  this,  the  treatise  of  Dean  Swift 
on  Political  Lying.  He  never  declared 
that  a  tax  on  capital  was  to  be  proposed. 
All  that  he  said  was,  that  such  a  measure 
had  been  resorted  to  in  other  countries ; 
in  Holland,  Switzerland  and  Hamburglx 
for  example,  and  that  he  believed  it  might 
be  practicable  in  this  coontry;  but  be 
stated,  that  be  was  far  from  thinking  that 
we  had  arrived  at  such  an  emergency  as 
made  this  acheme  necessary  here.    Aa 
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hon.  geiitlemtn  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had 
tbooght  proper  to  saf,  that  we  were  beaten 
ml  sea  by  the  Americaoa,  because  one  ship 
of  inferior  force  had  been  taken  by  ano- 
ther of  superior ;  and  a  right  hon.  gen* 
tiemau  (Mr.  Canning)  bad  stated  that 
our  commerce  had  been  swept  from  the 
ocean  by  the  Americans.  With  respect 
to  our  commerce,  he  had  to  state,  that  till 
the  accoants  from  all  the  ont^ports  could 
be  obtained,  which  was  impossible  till  the 
mjA^  the  year,  a  correct  estimate  could 
not  be  formed  of  it.  Howe?er,  to  judge 
from  the  port  of  London,  where  a  great 
proportion  of  the  trade  of  the  country 
was  carried  on,  the  inference  would  l>e 
highly  favourable.  In  the  first  ten 
months  of  last  year,  the  exports,  firom- 
the  port  of  London,  in  official  Talne, 
amounted  to  eight  millions  and  a  half,  and 
in  the  first  ten  months  of  the  present  year, 
they  exceeded  thirteen  millions,  m  greater 
sum  than  for  the  same  period  of  any 
former  year,  except  1809,  which  was  the 
greatest  ever  known.  No  doubt  the  in- 
terruption of  the  American  trade  was  se- 
verely felt  in  many  parts  of  the  country ; 
but  it  would  be  matter  of  great  triumph 
to  Mr.  Gallatin,  if  at  the  commencement 
of  Congress  he  could  give  such  an  account 
of  the  commerce  of  America.  In  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  of  last  year,  there 
was  only  a  deficiency  of  90,000^.  a  very 
small  sum  indeed  in  a  total  of  sixty  mil- 
lions. 

Mr*  W.  Smith  said,  the  right  hdn.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  suted, 
aa  a  matter  of  triumph,  that  11,500,000/. 
bad  been  expended  in  the  peninsular  war. 
In  the  last  eleven  months,  while  in  1809. 
only  2,900s000i»  had  been  expended  for 
the  same  purpose.  He,  however,  must 
observe,  that  the  depreciation  of  currency 
was  not  quite  so  great  in  1809  as  in  1812; 
and  he  believed  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
ailver  exported  in  the  latter  year,  would 
account  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
increased  sum.  The  same  remark,  he  be- 
lieved, might  be  made  with  respect  to  the 
deficiency  of  the  revenue.  As  they  went 
on,  they  would  find  that  60  millions  this 
year,  would  not  be  equal  to  OO  millions  in 
the  last  Nor  would  they  find  60  million^ 
in  the  next  year,  equivalent  to  the  same 
aom  now ;  «nd,  instead  of  a  deficiency  of 
90,000/.  they  would  see  It  continually  In- 
creasing. 

Mr.  Canmn^  wished  to  restate  pari  of 
the  opinions  delivered  by  him  on  the  pre- 
osding  evening,  which  had  been  miaoon* 
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ceived.  He  drd  not  complain -of  the  go*> 
vemmentfor  not  issuing  letters  of  marque, 
but  of  the  absence  of  all  maritime  military 
efibrts  against  the  coast  of  America  at  an 
early  period  of  the  war.  Had  sufficient 
armaments  been  seasonably  stationed  off 
the  American  ports,  all  the  American  vca« 
sels  would  have  been  hermetically  sealed 
up  in  those  ports.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say,  as  had  been  supposed,  that  the 
whole  of  our  commerce  bad  been  swept 
away  by  the  maritime  efibrta  of  America* 
What  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  cap- 
tures by  the  Americans  were  greater  in  an 
infinite  proportion  than  they  ought  to  have 
been,  considering  the  disproportion  be- 
tween our  tbipa  and  theirs.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to  have 
forgot  his  logic  when  he  thought  that  this 
charge  was  answered  by  an  amount  of  the 
exports  from  the  port  of  London ;  for  the 
amount  6f  those  exports  by  no  means  in- 
dicated their  arrival  at  their  place  of  desti- 
nation. His  charge  against  the  govern- 
ment for  not  publishing  a  connteiwdecla- 
ration  to  that  issued  by  America,  on  the 
subject  of  captain  Henry's  supposed  mis- 
sion, was  also  unanswered.  The  American 
declaration  stood  recorded  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  and  the  f^overnment  had  not 
done  the  country  justice  in  not  stating  the 
denial  in  a  manner  equally  public.  Whjr 
was  such  a  counter-decjaration  withheld  } 
Because,  said  the  noble  lordi  of  its  being 
irritable  matter.  This  was  bumiliatioa 
with  a  vengeance,  if  the  Americans  were 
to  be  allowed  to  publish  such  a  charge, 
and  we  were  not  to  answer  ihem  for  fear 
of  Irritoting  them.  Much  had  been  said 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  peace.  He  believed  there  existed 
in  the  government  of  France,  a  deteroii« 
nation  to  poll  down  this  country  from  the 
situation  which  she  held  in  Europe ;  and 
therefore  we  had  not  only  to  coound  with 
our  other  difficulties,  but  also  with  that  per* 
manent  hostility  of  sentiment,  which  waa 
not  alone  directed  against  our  warlike 
power,  but  against  our  very  existence  as  a 
nation.  It  was  dangerous,  therefore,  to 
throw  out  among  the  people  that  peace 
was  easy  of  attainment.  Great  distresa 
ceruinly  existed  in  the  country,  though  it 
had  l>een  greatly  exaggerated;  but  ^ 
warning  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  pro« 
ceedings  previous  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  not  to  hold  out  hopea 
which  might  only^  end  in  disappointment. 
He  wished  to  uow  firom  the  noble  h>rd 
what  wu  the  real  aitoation  of  tbb  opuntry 
(K) 
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with  rtspect  to  America?  He  htfl  lisleDed 
aHeniively  to  the  noble  lord's  speech  of 
last  night ;  bat  if  any  person  this  morning 
had  asked  him  whether  we  were  at  war 
with  America,  or  whether  there  was  a  ne- 
gotiation with  that  power,  or  whether  the 
war  or  the  negociation  predominated,  be 
cottld  not  have  given  him  a  satisfactory 
answer. 

Lord'Catikreagh  conceived  the  state- 
aient  he  made  on  the  farmer  evenings  with 
r^espeet  to  oar  situation  with  America, 
oouM  not  have  been  mtsunderalood ;  it  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  state  of  an* 
qualified  warfare.  As  to  a  coonter  decia* 
ration,  it  wonki  have'  been  improper  to 
issue  it  until  an  answer  was  returned  by 
America  to  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  to  the  proposition  which  had 
bten  made  to  her. 

The  Amendment  was  then  negatived, 
and  the  Report  brought  up.  On  the  ques* 
Cion,  That  it  be  pow  read, 

•  Mr.  Ponunby  rose,  and  explained  his 
reasons  for  pursiMng  the  line  hehad  done  on 
ihe  fDrmer  evening.  If  he  had  been  in  the 
House  in  1793,  he  would  have  voted  for 
Mr.  Fox's  motion  to  send  an  ambassador 
to  Paris,  to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war ;  and  for  this  reason,  because  the 
whole  question  was,  whether  the  govern* 
meht  of  France,  aa  then  constituted,  was 
fit  to  ba  treated  with ;  and  as  he  was  of 
•pinion,  that  one  independent  state  should 
not  interfere  with  the  government  of  atio*- 
ther,  be,  of  course,  conceived  that  a  treaty 
might  br  concluded  with  the  provisional 
eonneil  which  then  ruled  in  France ;  and 
he  would  have  confined  himself  to  this 
dpitiien,  that  it  was  more  easy  to  treat  for 
the  prevention  of  war  than  for  peace.  His 
bon.  friend  had  stated,  that  there  were 
persons  who  entertained  an  opinion,  that 
MO  peace  could  be  made  with  the  present 
emperor  -of  France.  Now,  if  his  hon. 
Mend  could  shew  him  that  sucb  an  idea 
was  cherished  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  he  pledged  himself  to  vote  with 
him  for  an  Address  to-morrow ;  because 
he  thought  the  French  emperor  might  be 
treated  with  as  well  as  the  head  of  any 
•ther  government.  His  hon.  friend  had 
•aid,  that  the  Address  only  proposed  to  the 
Prince  Regent  to  examine  whether  a 
peace  could  be  made  on  proper  tettns. 
This  ceruhdly  was  a  mitigated  character 
•f  the  measure ;  but  still  it  implied  one  of 
Ihiese  two  things — either  that  the  minis- 
ien  «we  Mi^niimg  to  eoier  into  a  nego- 
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ciation,  or  that  the  necessity  of  peace  was 
80  urgent,  that  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  interfere.  Now,  if  the  first  as* 
sumption  were  true,  it  would  not  be  aafe 
or  constitutional  to  address  the  throne  to 
seek  for  peace ;  the  Address  ought  to  be 
for  the  removal  of  ministers.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  miniiters  were  as  ready  as 
they  stated  themselves,  to  ente^  into  a  ne- 
gociation, the  groand  of  an  Address  must 
be,  that  they  mistook  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
making  peace,  even  if  they  could,  and 
that>  therefore,  the  Hotise  must  interpoae. 
He  did  not  think  the  country  was  in  that 
situation ;  and,  howeKer  mitigated  the 
form  of  Address  might  be,  if  ttiey  inter- 
fered at  all  with  the  known  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  it  would  be  telling  the  enemy 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country  called 
for  peace.  He,  therefore,  could  mit^ron- 
sent  to  deviate  from  the  ordinary  system 
of  the  constitution,  not  having  that  in- 
formation  which  the  cabinet  mioiiters 
alone  possessed. 

Mr.  Wkitbread  went  over  the  arguments 
which  he  had  before  advanced  in  support 
of  his  Address;  and  in  reference  to  his  as* 
sertion  that  a  spirit  existed  in  this  country, 
personally  hostile  to  the  French  emperor* 
he  instanced  a  pamphlet  which  was  pub« 
iished  by  authority^  during  lord  Sidmouth's 
administration,  and  sent  to  the  difi^ent 
clergymen  throughout  £ngland«  to  be 
read  in  their  respective  churches,  filled 
with  the  grossest  falsehoods,  relative  to 
BuonapartS;  and  he  inferred  that  this 
spirit  bad  not  subsided,  as  one  of  the  para* 
graphs  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  last  session,  seemed 
to  speak  language  somewhat  similar. 

Mr.  Cantting  defended  the  patsage  in 
the  Speech  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  al- 
luded to  by  the  hon.  gentleman ;  and  then 
went  over  nearly  the  same  grounds,  on  the 
subject  of  peace  with  France,  as  he  had 
before  done. 

Mr.  Daihuni  defended  the  administra- 
tion  of  lord  Sidmouth,  and  denied,  pe- 
remptorily, as  far  as  his  recollection  per- 
mitted him,  tha  authorised  publication  of 
any  such  pamphlet  as  that  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  WhU^ead  said,  it  was  shewn  to  him 
by  the  clergyman  of  a  church  fn  Bed- 
fordshire; and  the  person  who  wrote  it, 
[Mr.  Cobbetti  aflerwards  declared,  that  it 
was  circuited  throughout  the  eouatry  by 
order  of  eovemment. 

The  Chxmedt»r  pf  ike  EKdkjtKr  vrisbed 
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to  know,  if  he  could  see  the  publication 
alluded  to  ? 

Mr.^  WkUhread  said  he  had  a  copy  of  it, 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  have 
it  In  a  few  hours. 

Mr.  Carmmg  begged  ^  to  put  a  question 
to  ministers,  namely,  at  what  time  it  was 
their  intention  to  bring  forward  the  sob* 
ject  of  the  renewal  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's Charter.  This  was  a  question  of 
very  general  importance,  and  it  was  pe* 
culiarly  desirable  to  those  interesied,  that 
it  should  be  known,  whether  it  was  or  was 
not  to  be  agitfued  previous  to  the  Christ* 
mas  recess. 

.Lord  C4iitknagh  said,  it  certainly  was 
not  the  intention  of  government  to  bring 
forward  the  question  alluded  to  before 
Christmas.  But,  being  a  question  of  such 
importance,  if  government  could  come  to 
an  arrangement  with  the  East  India  Com- 
pany during  the  recess,  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  bring  forward  the  discussion  at  the 
earliest  possible  period  after  the  recess. 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Thursday,  December  3. 

Pbtition  against  tbb  Catholic 
Claws  from  the  University  of  Cam- 
BRiooB.]  The  Bishop  of  BriHol  request- 
ed the  indulgence  of  the  House  whilst  he 
said  a  few  words  relative  to  what  had 
fallen  from  a  noble  earl  (Hardwicke)  on  a 
former  day,  relative  to-  the  Petition  from 
the  University  of  Cambridge  against  the 
Catholic  Claims,  he  (the  bishop  of  Bristol) 
not  having  been  in  the  House  on  the  day 
alluded  to.  The  right  reverend  prelate 
proceeded  to  stat«),  that  it  was  not  usual  in 
the  University  to  give  more  than  three 
days'  notice  of  any  measure  intended  to 
be  brought  forward ;  but  in  this  instance, 
it  being  a  measure  of  importance,  six  days' 
notice  was  given,  a  longer  notice  than  he 
ever  remembered  in  the  .University.  He 
stated  this  to  prove  that  the  proceeding 
was  not  unfairly  carried  through,  as  al- 
leged by  the  noble  earl ;  the  nict  being, 
that  tlie  greater  number  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  minority  came  from  London 
in  conseouence  of  the  notice  that  had  beep 
given.  With  respect  to  the  insinuation  as 
^  the  motives  of  those  who  formed  the 
nejority,  that  they  were  looking  either  t6 
preferment  or  translation,  he  must  leave  it 
to  the  beble  earl  bioMslf  to  consider,  whe- 
^r  a  mere  difference  of  opinion  called 
w  sdeb  a  cfaifge.*         r  < 


The  Earl  of  Hardmcke  trusted,  though 
he  was  aware  it  was  irregular,  that  afte^ 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  rev.  pve^ 
late,  he  should  be  permitted  to  trouble 
their  lordships  with  a  few  words.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  learned  prelate  was  not  in 
the  House,  when  the  Petition  from  Cam* 
bridge  against  the  Roman  Catholic  Claims 
was  prepared  by  the  illustrious  person 
who  was-  chancellor  ol  the  University, 
when  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  some 
observations  to  their  lordships,  which  he 
was  as  ready^  repeat  in  the  presence  of 
the  right  rev.  prelate,  as  in  his  absence. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  avoids  stating,  that  considering  the 
great  public  importaiice  of  the  sulject  of 
the  Petition,  sufficient  notice  had  not  been 
given  to  admit  of  the  attendance  of  any 
considerable  number  of  the  non-rendeot 
members.  For  all  questions  of  a  local 
nature,  on  which  the  resident  members 
were  certainly  well  qualified  to  decide, 
the  notice  described  by  the  right  rev.  pre- 
late as  the  usual  notice,  and  which  had 
probably  been  given  upon  this  occasion, 
was  perfectly  sufficient  i  but  whenever  a 
question  relating  to  matters  of  state  policy 
was  brought  forward,  it  would  be  more 
consistent  with  fairness  and  candour  to 
give  that  degree  of  notice  which  would 
admit  of  the  attendance  of  the  non-resi- 
dent members  of  the  senate,  if  they  should 
think  fit  to'  give  their  opinions  upon  the 
subject;  but  he  could  not  help  saying, 
that  the  seldomer  political  questions  were 
brought  before  the  senate  of  the  Univer- 
sity, the  better.  With  respect  to  what  the 
right  rev.  prelate  had  said  on  the  subject 
of  motives,  the  noble  earl  observed,  <that 
what  he  had  said  was  entirely  of  a  gene* 
ral  nature,  and  not  applied  to  the  condor 
of  any  individual.  The  usage  of  the  place 
did  not  admit  of  questions  being  discussed, 
or  debated,  before  they  were  put  to  the 
▼ot«*  I  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  help 
deling  that  many  persons  might  give  their 
votes  upon  general  grounds,  without  that 
knowledse  and  understanding  of  the  ques- 
tion, whish  must  in  all  cases  render  the 
decision  more  satisfactory  to  themselvei  as 
conscientious  individuals,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  more  weight  to  the  opinions  of 
a  great  public  body. 

The  Bishop  of  Brittol  repeated,  that  the 
notice  given  was  unusually  long. 

•The  Marquis  of  Lamdoume  contended 
that  the  notice  was  not  sufficient,  and  ob- 
served that  he  himself,  although  only  a 
day  *i  journey  froaa  LondoBi  bisdnet  neiie^ 
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of -the  intended  proceeding  in  time  to  be 
prenent  at  the  Untventty  on  the  day  ap* 
pointed  for  its  consideration. 

Lord  Holland  observed^  that  the  Peti* 
lion  did  not  express  the  sense  of  the  yoi^ 
▼ersity;  the  non-resident  members  not 
lia?ing  bad.aalBcient  notice* 

■ 

VoTB  OP  Tbakks  to  the  Maequis  of 
Wellington — Victory  br  Salamanca.] 
Earl  Batkuru  rose«  and  addressed  the 
House  to  the  foUowing  purport :  My  lords« 
in  rising  to  addresk  this  Hoaie  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  Thanks  to  oor  gallant  and  distio- 
gnished  general  who  gained  tbe  victory  of 
Salamanca,  I  am  confident  there  can  be  no 
no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  yoor 
lordships,  with  respect  to  the  motion  I 
mean  to  propose.  But  before  I  submit 
this  proposition,  your  lordships  will,  I  trust, 
permit  me  to  make  a  few  obsenrations 
upon  the  principles  of  military  policy  and 
motives  which  induced  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  to  pursue  those  measures  which 
eventually  brought  forth  a  victory,  not 
only  productive  of  fame  to  the  commander, 
but  of  additional  glory  to  the  national 
character.  In  doing  this  I  shall  advance 
nothing  of  speculation,  but  confine  my- 
self ^o  facts  contained  in  documents  al- 
ready before  your  lordships  and  the  pub- 
lic. When  lord  Wellington  had  planned 
the  siege  and  reduction  of  Badajoz,  his 
great  mind  suggested  ulterior  objects, 
which  would  ultimately  affect  the  success 
of  our  cause  in  the  peninsula.  My  lords, 
I  am  not.disposed>  at  this  time,  to  allude 
in  any  manner  to  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  campaign,  further  than  to  the  ability 
with  which  the  noble  marquis  has,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  situations,  employed  the 
resources  committed  to  his  care.  No  ge- 
neral, my  lords,  was  ever  more  careful  of 
the  troops  entrusti^d  to  bis  command -«no 
general  ever  more  cantiously  avoided  the 
sacrifice  of  lives,  when  the  object  to  be 
atuined  was  not  equal  to  the  expenditure 
of  so  much  blood.  This  disposition  marks 
the  career  of  his  military  success,  and  has 
been  particularly  manifested  in  the  course 
of  this  campaign.  From  the  documents  1 
possess,  and  not  those  only  which  were 
transmitted  after  the  effect  was  produced, 
but  those  which  were  written  when  the 
plan  was  conceived*  the  extent  of  his  ge- 
nius, and  the  wisdom  of  his  undertakings 
are  most  strongly  designated  and  incon- 
trovertibly  proved.  They  likewise  shew 
bow  much  superior  he  was  to  those  able 
^aoepis  against  whom  be  bad  to  oc^Mnd^ 


and  that  his  conceptions  were  equally  well 
calculated  for  the  success  of  his  own  en- 
prizes,  as  they  were  adapted  to  circumvent 
the  enterprises  of  the  enem  v«  When  bis 
plan  was  formed  for  the  reduction  of  Bs* 
dajoz,  of  Ciodad  Bodrigo,  and  Alnieida, 
he  had  then  determined  upon  raising  the 
siege  of  Cadiz,  and  thereby  compelling 
the  French  to  evacuate  Andalusia.  My 
brds.  these  objects  were  the  first  in  lord 
Wellington's  consideration,  and  for  impor- 
tant reasons  which  pressed  themselvei 
most  forcibly  upon  his  mind.  From  the 
very  beginnmg  of  the  campaign  his  opers- 
(ions  pointed  to  the  situation  of  the  enemy 
in  the  south,  and  particularly  to  the  prin- 
cipal army  under  Soult,  as  the  capture  of 
the  invader's  battering  artillery  at  Ciodid 
Rodrigo  rendered  it  impracticable  to  as- 
dertake  any  siege  of  consequence;  or,st 
that  season  of  the  year,  to  advance  into 
Portugal  with  any  considerable  force,  is 
carrying  on  the  siege-  of  Cadi^  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain  had  long  been  con^nri 
within  ita  walls,  its  power rwas  becooie 
considerably  restricted,  its  reputation 
among  the  people  had  been  somewhat  de- 
graded, and  its  influence  upon  the  Spanish 
dependencies  materially  lessened.  To 
free  the  government  from  this  conSoe- 
ment,  and  thereby  to  give  new  life  to  (be 
energies  of  the  Spanish  nation,  was  one 
object  of  our  general's  forecast,  and  M 
to  the  measures  which  he  afterwards  pw^ 
sued.  For  this  purpose,  afler  he  hsd  most 
ably  contrived  the  mode  of  assault,  which 
succeeded  even  beyond  his  own  expects* 
tioos,  whereby  Badajoz  was  taken,  he  had 
in  the  first  instance  determined  upon 
marching  into  the  province  of  Aodsluiit< 
and  oblige  the  evacuation  of  that  province 
by  the  French,  which  was  another  object 
for  which  he  concerted  his  plans.  At 
this  period  it  occurred  to  him,  that  the 
possession  of  Andalusia  was  more  impor* 
tant  than  that  of  the  other  provincei.  The 
people  had  been  for  some  time  subject  |o 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  had  grsdotlif 
become  less  hostile  to  their  preietof  ^ 
some  danger  existed  of  then*  forgetuog 
their  connection  with  their  legitimate  g^ 
vernment.  To  drive  the  French  fro©  »« 
possession  of  such  a  province,  would  D^ 
more  conducive  to  the  promotion  of  toe 
Spanish  cause  than  to  enter  Castile*  ^ 
Castile  the  enemy's  army  were  diftw?"! 
situated  :  if  they  had  troops  stationed  in  a 
village,  that  village  was  obliged/o J^ 
strongly  forUfiad :  and  if  the  distancj 
from  one  village  to  alu)t)|er  wii  n^^  ^ 
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six  mtleff  Mch  was  the  dltpoBition  of  the 
Spanifh  peopfle  io  that  profince,  that  the 
Frcocii  ivere  otider  the  necetaity  of  form'* 
ing  redoubt^  for  the  parpose  of  preTent- 
tngiheircomniDnicatioD  being  mt^lvepted. 
These  were  lord  Wellmgton'a  fint  inten- 
tioDf,  and  these  were  the  measaret  he  pur- 
posed to  pursue ;  Biid  although  ctrcmn- 
stances  occurred  which  led  bim  to  change 
his  plans,  yet  the  object  of  them  continued 
the  same.  General  Marmont  having  come 
with  an  army  irom  the  north,  and  ad- 
iranced  i^n  the  Agueda,  soon  called 
forth  the  attention  of  our  general,  and 
other  circumstances  having  intervened,  he 
wai  at  length  determined  to  change  hb 
intended  course,  and  march  into  Castile. 
Marmont,  in  the  mean  time,  used  every 
epdeavour,  but  in  vain,  to  relieve  the  for- 
uess  of  Almeida,  and  at  length  posted 
himself  strongly  upon  the  bridge  of  Al- 
mares,  by  which  means  he  endeaToured, 
not  only  to  act  in  opposition  to  lord  Wel- 
lington, but  to  effect  a  communication 
with  the  army  of  Souit.  To  your  lord- 
ships is  well  hnown  the  promptitude  and 
intrepidity  with  which  the  French  were  re- 
moved from  that  position,  and  the  commu- 
nications cut  off  between  the  army  of  Por- 
tugal and  the  army  under  Soolt  in  the 
aoothem  provinces.  Indeed,  my  lords, 
floch  were  the  skill  and  management  of 
ihe  noble  marquis  during  this  period  of 
the  campaign,  that  no  words  which  I  can 
use  would  be  adequate  to  represent  their 
value.  It  afterwards  happened  that  a  cor- 
respondence between  the  French  generals 
was  intercepted,  and  the  papers  fell  into 
cor  hands.  From  these  letters  we  were 
made  acquainted  with  their  sentiments  on 
thismbject;  and  perhaps  no  greater  eulo- 
gium  could  possibly  bebestowed  upon  lord 
Wellington  than  was  contained  in  their 
nbeenrations.  From  these  it  appeared  that 
fio  movement  of  the  enemy  could  disap- 
point his  plana  or  controvert  his  projects ; 
while  on  their  part  no  movement  was 
concerted  but  it  was  anticipated-*tto  ex- 
pectation was  raised  but  it  ended  in  di«p- 
pointment— -no  fear  was  entertained  but  it 
became  realised.  In  one  of  these  inter- 
cepted letters  it  is  said,  <«  he  must  read  our 
c<irrespondence,  or  he  most  dive  into  our 
liearta,  for  no  sooner  do  we  form  a  design 
than  be  knows  it,  and  forms  measures  to 
defeat  it."  N(Mhing^  my  lords,  could 
Mual  the  wisdom  which  marked  all  lord 
Wellington's  movements  previoos  to  the 
battle  M  Salamanca.  If  we  turn  our  at- 
iiittQ  to  hit  maarnnnea  after  NarmoBt 


approached  the  Douro,  and  the  English 
were  advanced  to  the  Goerena,  I  can- 
not at  this  time  refrain  from  noticing 
that  disposition  which  has  peculiarly 
distinguished  the  character  ^f  lord  Wel- 
lington. Lord  Wellington  had  a  fa- 
vouimble  opportunity  of  giving  battle  to 
Marmont,  and  he  was  confident  the  issue 
would  have  been  successful ;  but  he  d^ 
dined  that  opportunity,  because  he  knew 
however  brilKant  the  achievement,  it  would 
cost  more  lives  than  would  be  cetppea- 
sated  by  the  object  of  victory.  Let  any 
one  reflect  on  the  different  means  which 
he  used  for  two  days,  to  circnmvent  all 
the  schemes  of  the  French  general.  The 
policy  that  each  was  pursuing  became 
distinctly  different,  on  account  of  the  ef- 
fect they  endeavoured  to  prodoce.  Mar- 
mont was  anxious  to  bring  the  EngliA 
to  a  general  engagement,  upon  ground 
not  actually  unfavourable.  Lord  WeU 
lington,  on  the  other  handi  wished  to  avoid 
an  engagement,  unless  he  could  commence 
it  under  favourable  circnmstanees.<»The 
noble  ear)  then  took  a  view  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  contending  armies  immediately 
previoos  to  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  and 
particularly  adverted  to  the  skill  and  gal* 
lantry  displayed  by  >ir  Thomas  Grahain. 
in  executing  one  of^the  orders  of  his  illua- 
trious  chiet*-an  achievement  which  was 
performed  within  sight  of  the  hostile 
armies.  The  object  of  gaining  that  post 
fbmbhed  another  striking  proof  of  the 
uniform  unwillingness  of  our  illustrious 
commander  to  commit  the  general  safety 
of  his  armies,  or  unnecessarily  to  risque 
the  lives  of  his  soldiers.  His  lordship 
then  noticed  the  circumstances  of  Mar- 
mont's  receiving  reinforcements  from  the 
northern  army,  and  panegyrised  the  able 
retreat  of  the  British  commander,  in  con- 
sequence, without  loM,  and  in  such  a  way, 
as  enabled  the  allied  force  in  that  quarter 
to  form  a  junction.  I'he  manner  in  which 
lord  Wellington  passed  the  Tormes,  and 
afterwards  drew  o|j  in  front  of  Marmont, 
who  was  extending  his  left  to  cut  off  hia 
opponent  from  communicating  with  Si^ 
lamanca  and  Ciudad  Bodrigo,  wss  a  bril- 
liant and  admirable  military  mancsuvre. 
In  this  situation  it  was  not  lord  Welling- 
ton's intention  to  engage;  and  it  was 
Marmont's  policy  to  drive  him  to  that 
measure.  Lord  Wellington  cautiously 
watched  the  operations  which  were  at- 
tempted to  intercept  him  on  one  sid**,  and 
force  him  to  battle  on  the  other,  nod  at 
theiame  time  hewaa  not renuaa in waiu 
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log  for  «n  opporionity.  of  advaatago^ 
whence  Che  retreat  he  had  hitherto  con- 
ducted might  suddenly  he  chaoged  into  a 
contest  for  viclory.  Consfdar,  oiy  ]ord9« 
what  most  have  been  the  aensations  and 
anxious  reflections  of  this  geaeral  at  the 
time ;  these  must  have  been  mooaenta  of 
•rack  to  his  deliberative  genius,  when  de- 
ciding upon  the  mode  of  action  which 
should  best  tend  to  the  success  of  bis 
country's  cause.  Marmont,  after  gaining 
%he  heights  opposite  to  those  maintained 
by  the  marquis,  suddenly  weakened  his 
lef^  by  the  extension  of  his  linci  and  no 
sooner  was  the*  error  perceived  by  the 
brave  and  gallant  general,  than  he  ex- 
{Dlaieied,  <'  Now  I  have  you/'  The  feli- 
.citoom  the  long  sought  moment  where  a 
feir  prospect  of  success  presented  itself, 
was  instaaianeoosly  seidted  bv  the  illns- 
ilrious  chief,  and  improved  and  followed  up 
to  a  brilliant  result  of  victory  almost  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
The  onset  was  made,  the  left  of  Marmont's 
«rmy  was  completely  turned,  and  the 
Ticiory  becaoM  decisive.  Nothing  shew- 
ed more  the  vast  extent  and  range  of  his 
mind,  or  its  scientific  adroitness,  than  th^ 
ability  which  appeared  at  the  time  of 
seising  a  favourable  moment  for  disposing 
an  army  for  immediate  and  decisive  ac- 
tion, which  but  a  few  minutes  before  was 
prepared  for  retreat  1*-The  noble  earl 
fNTOceeded  to  pass  high  encomiums  upon 
general  Lb  Marcbant,  who,  very  unfortu- 
nately for  the  service,  fell  in  the  bsntle, 
and  also  upon  general  Cotton,  who  distin- 
guished himself  on  that  occasion.  *'  Not 
#nly,'*  said  earl  Bathurst,  "  had  the  noble 
tnarquis  immortidised  hiinaelf  in  an  action 
like  this,  so  transcendent  and  brilliant,  but 
under  all  circumstances  his  mind  has  over 
discovered  itself  capable  of  executing 
every  pr<^ect  suitably  to  the  reverses 
tind  the  changes  of  affairs.  The  events 
Hrhich  have  now  come  to  our  knowledge, 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  afibrd  equal  proo& 
of  his  military  foresight  and  conception. — 
My  lords,  1  am  not  disposed  to  trespass 
•longer  upon  your  attention;  there  is  no- 
thing I  can  say  will  sufficiently  speak  the 
praises  due  to  the  marquis  of  Wellington, 
whoae  fame  in  all  those  accomplishments 
vhich  constitute  a  oonaommate  com- 
mander was  established  loi^  before  the 
brilliant  achievement  of  Salamanca :  and  if 
I  o£fer  no  panegyric  in  commendation  of 
Ibis  hero,  attribute  it  not  to  a  want  of 
smxious  zeal,  but  to  a  conviction,  of  my 
inability  to  pcifora  the  task>  which  be- 


longs to  those  who  are  possessed  of  elo- 
quence. £ulogiumi  n^y  lordsj  when  not 
chastened  by  the  powers  of  eloquence  and 
the  judiciousness  of  taste,  becomes  unaeeni- 
ly  and  inflated,  and  induces  a  degrading 
representation  of  that  character  wnich  it 
was  intended  to  praise  and  recommend." 
-^The  noble  earl  concluded  by  moving, 
"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  Arthur,  marquis  of  Wellington,  K.  B. 
for  the  great  and  unparalleled  ekill^  gal- 
lantry, and  conduct  displayed  h^  him  in 
the  command  of  the  allied  troops  in  Spain, 
during  the  whole  of  the  late  campaigo. 
But  more  especially  for  the  achievement  of 
the  signal  and  brilliant  Victory  over  the 
French  army  under  marshal  Marmont  at 
Salamanca,  on  the  22d  of  July  last,  there- 
by reflecting  additional  lustre  on  the  Bri- 
tish military  character.'' 

The  Marquis  of  Jjimsddwne  said,  it  was 
with  great  and  sincere  satisfaction  ho  had 
listened  to  the  just,  glowing,  and  eloquent 
eologium  which  the  noble  earl  hpd,  from 
his  hearty  pronounced  upon  the  illustrious 
subject  of  the  present  motion.  No  person 
who  bad  the  honour  to  bo  connected  with 
the  fomily  of  that  illustrious  individual  who 
was  at  the  head  of  our  army  on  the  penin- 
sula, could  be  more  anxious  to  support  the 
proposition  now  submitted  to  their  lord* 
ships  than  he  was.  That  anxiety  was  not 
diminiihed  by  the  recent  unfavourable 
events  which  bad  taken  place ;  for  he  per- 
fectly agreed  with  the  noble  earl,  that 
those  circumstances  in  no  degree  tarnished 
or  diminished  the  splendid  military  fame 
and  character  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
marquis,  and  ought  to  make  no  alteration 
as  far  as  regarded  the  present  proposition. 
The  question  was  not  now,  as  it  was  on  a 
former  night,  and  might  be  at  a  future 
period,  whether  the  general  bad  been  sop- 
plied  by  the  government  with  proper 
means  and  resources?  the  question  now 
was,  whether  the  means  with  which  the 
general  had  been  entrusted,  had  been 
wisely,  skilfully,  and  successfully,  as  far 
aa  circumstances  would  permit,  applied 
for  the  public  service  ?  Though  unwilling 
to  mix  these  topics  with  the  present  sub- 
ject, yet  this  much  he  might  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  if  there  were  any  persons  who 
had  seen  the  difficulties  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula  in  a  stranger  light  tlian  others, 
—who  thought  the  means  of  carrying  it 
on  were  very  imperfect,--alid  wbo,thoagb 
admiring  the  patriotism  of  the  Spannh 
people,  yet  feared  that  the  organisation, 
civil  and  militvyi  ia  that  coiiotry>  was 
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not  sach  as  sfibrded  wcarity  for  efiectaal 
co-operation,— «the  greater  they  felt  these 
difficulties  to  be»  in  that  proportion  must 
be  their  admiration^  the  talents  of  the 
general  who  had  met,  and,  in  many  in- 
stance?, gjorioosly  surmounted  them.  The 
campaign;  indeed,  must  be  characteriaed 
as  one  of  ▼arioos  fortune  :    yet  out  of  this 
very  circumstance,  there  arose  a  display 
of  military  talents  in  the  commander  which 
would  not  otherwise  have  appeared.     It 
was  rendered  evident  that,  whether  the  ge- 
neral pursued  .the  triumphs  gained  by  him- 
self, or  experienced  disappointment  from 
extraneous  circumstances,  he  was'  no  less 
capable,  by  his  rare  talents,  of  alletiating 
misfortooe,  than  of  improving  success.    In 
reviewing  the  military  transactions  on  the 
peninsula  for  the  last  three  years,  if  he 
were  qualified  to  decide  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject, those  which  he  would  rest  upon  with 
the  high^t  admiration,  would  be  such  as 
occurred  under  the  circumstances  when 
lord  Wellington  was  forced  to  retreat  be- 
fore a  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  How- 
ever unfavourable  the  circumstances,  he 
had  always,  on  these  occasions,  preserved 
his  array  and  its  resources  entire,  and  fit 
for  attack  when  the  proper  moment  for 
attack  should  arrive.    In  these  circnro- 
stances,  his  great  mind  shone  more  emi- 
nently conspicuous  in  availing  himself  of 
the  difficult  circumstances  of  the  country 
far  the  protection  of  a  retreating  army, 
and  for  *  maintaining  his  communications 
with  his  resources.     Such  was  the  retreat 
of  the  naarquis  of  Wellington  to  his  lines 
at  Torres  Yedras;— 4uch  was  his  retreat 
before  the  battle  of  Salamanca,— a  retreat 
converted  in  a  moment  into  &  brilliant 
victory,  where    a    superior  enemy  was 
checked,  and  forced  to  retrace  his  steps. 
Such,  too,  was  the  present  retfeat  to  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal,— all  of  them  evincing 
the  greatest  military  genius  in  the  com* 
mander««^-Having  said  thus  much  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  there 
was  another  subject  of  congratulation  to 
their  lordships  and  the  country,  which  he 
wished  to  touch  upon,  mlthoqgh  it  could 
not  well  be  embooied  in  an  v  resolution  of 
that  House.    No  man  who  had  attentively 
watched  the  conduct  of  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  and  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, could  fail  to  have  observed,  that  a 
militatry  school  existed  in  the  peninsula, 
hi  which  a  race  of  officers  were  forming, 
<nt  whom  the  country  might  rely  with 
confidence  in  the  future  military  career, 
which  in  all  probability  it  had  yet  to  run. 
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Such  a  school  could  not,  indeed,  be  formed 
without  great  sacrifices ;    such,  for  in- 
stance, as  those  which  were  made  in  the 
siege  of  Burgos,  where,  besides  regret  for 
the  failure  of  the  object,  one  could  not 
help  feeling  an  additional  pang  at  the  fall 
of  so  many  brave  officers,  and  especially 
of  colonel  Somers,  who,  if  he  had  lived/ 
promised  to  have  added  to  the  other  glo- 
ries of  that  illustrious  name,  that  of  the 
highest  military  fanie  and  glory.     Not- 
withstanding such   losses,  many  officers 
must  be  formed  by  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington, who,  having  the  advantage  not 
only  of  his  instructions,  hot  of  his  example 
before  them,  must  be  capable  of  rendering 
the  highest  services  to  their  country.     He 
thought  it  right  to  advert  to  this  circum- 
stance, as  il  appeared  to  be  a  favourite  ob- 
ject with  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  who, 
in  the  intervals  of  war,  kept  several  of  the 
officers  about  him,  who  had  thus  an  op- 
portunity of  improving  themselves  by  his 
mstruction    and    example,    in    military 
science.— There  was  still  another  point 
connected  with  this,  to  which  he  was  de- 
sirous of  calling  their  lordships'  attention. 
No  person  who  heard  him  would  think 
that  he  was  disposed  to  censure  the  advice 
given  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, to  advance  the  marquis  of  Welling- 
ton in  tba  peerage  after  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca :   but  he  did  think  that  there  then 
existed  an  opportunity  of  granting  to  the  'f 
marquis  of  Wellington  promotion  of  a  dif- 
ferent mature,  more  appropriate  and  con- 
fenial  with  the  service  to  which  he  was 
evoted ;  and,  therefore,  likely  to  be  more 
useful  to  his  country.     If  that  promotion 
had  been  conferred,  it  would  no  doubt 
have  met  with  the  applause  of  the  country 
and  of  the  army ;  and  it  would  have  been 
approved  by  nmie,  more  than  by   the 
many  gallant  generals,  who,  by  such  a 
measure,  would  have    been  enabled  to 
share  his  glory.     While  we  were  urging 
the  Spaniards  to  give  way  in  every  punc- 
tilio, and  to  think  only  of  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  great  cause  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  it  would  have  been  wise  in 
us  to.  have  shewn  them  the  .example.  Such 
was  the  feeling  which  he  had  at  the  time, 
and  which  he  still  had ;  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  right  to  state  It :    but  in  doing 
so,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  object  to  any 
other  honours  which  were  conferred  on 
the  marquis  of  Wellington.    .If  any  doubt 
could  have  existed  as  to  the  propriety  of 
conferring  such  honours,  that  doubt  must 
have  been  removed  by  the  review  taken 
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hf  the  nobte  carl  opposite,  of  the  gftat 
talents  displayed  by  the  marqoisy  in  erery 
situation  where  the  exertion  of  great  ta- 
lents was  required.  The  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington hadt  in  reality,  distinguished  him- 
self for  the  judgment  and  temper  with 
which  he  conducted  himself  in  regard  to 
the  goYernment  f>f  Spain,  no  less  than  by 
his  military  genius  and  valour. 

Lord  Sclmerg  cordially  agreed  with  the 
motion  thed"  before  their. lordships,  and 
was  most  anxious  to  add  his  tribute  of  ap- 
plause to  the  merits  of  the  grekt  officer  in 
question,  which  were  so  ably  and  justly 
eulogized  by  the  noble  earl  who  opened 
the  discussion.  He  gave  his  testimony  to 
the  transcendent  abilities  of  lord  Welling- 
ton, not  only  from  a  sense  of  public  duty, 
but  he  was  influenced  in  doing  it  by  his 
own  particular  obligation  to  that  excellent 
general.  He  could  tell  their  lordships, 
that  while  his  great  mind  seemed  to  be 
wholly  taken  up  with  the  important  cares 
of  his  situation,  he  bestowed  an  attention 
almost  inoonceirable,  upon  the  comforts 
and  conveniencies  of  those  under  his  com- 
mand. Whether  they  were  suffering  from 
fatigue,  from  sickness,  or  from  privations, 
they  were  equally  the  objects  of  his  soli- 
citude. For  himself,  he  knew  that  to  a 
dear  relative  of  his  (major  Somers)  whose 
constitution  was  fast  sinking  under  the  se- 
vere duties  of  his  station,  his  parental  kind- 
ness was  1such,  that  it  preserved  a  life 
which  else  had  been  yielded  soon  after 
the  battl^  of  Salamainca,  nor  prolonged  till 
that  period  when  he  laid  it  down  for  his 
country  in  a  manner  which  gave  him  a 
melancholy  pride  in  saying  his  son  had  so 
died.  In  alluding  thus  particularly  to  his 
own  relation,  he  was  far  from  meaning  to 
insinuate  that  his  was  a  single  case ;  lord 
Wellington's  kindness  extended  to  all 
alike ;  hut  he  thought  it  his  duty  thus  to 
express  his  peculiar  obligation  to  him. 
lliere  never  was»  indeed,  a  general,  as 
had  been  justly  mentioned  by  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  who  was  less  disposed  to  sa- 
crifice the  lives  of  his  men  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  mere  personal  glory  ;  but  when 
the  services  of  his  king  and  country  re- 
quired it,  never  did  any  one  display  more 
ardour,  intrepidity,  and  gallantry.  His 
aoldiers  knew  this,  and  combining  that 
knowledge  with  his  resplendent  talents, 
what  a  confidence,  he  maintained,  must  it 
t^nd  to  excite  throughout  the  whole  army; 
a  confidence  highly  advantageous  to  the 
in  which  we  were  ensaged.  He 
approved  of  the  motion. 


His  Boyal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
KfiNCB,  seeing  only  one  man  belon^ng 
to    his  Majesty's   navy  in  the   Hoojter 
except  himself  thought  himself  cftiled 
upon,    under    these    circumstances,    to 
offer  his  tribute  of  applause  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Wellington,  and  the  brave  army 
under  his  comuMnd.      He  bad   always 
wished  that  our  men'  should  have  an  op- 
portunity  of  distinguishing  themselves  by 
land  as  well  as  by  sea,  in  order  to  ahew 
the  world  that  they  were  the  same  oo  both 
elements.    F^om  the  moment  that  lord 
Wellington  went  to  Spain  they  had  bad 
that  opportunity ,«— and  the  result  was,  that 
they  surpassed  all  the  actions  recorded  tn 
the  military  annals  of  this,  or  any  other 
country,  within  the  memory  of  man.    The 
difficulties  which  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
had  to  Contend  with,  were  nothing  com- 
pared with  those  against  which  the  marquis 
of  Wellington  had  to  strogele.    The  duke 
of  Marlborough  was  then  the  favourite  of 
the  court,  and  had  means  amply  supplied 
him,  and  great  diversions  made  in  ha 
lavour.    The  marquis  of  Wellington,  ex. 
cept  during  the  short  stand  ^raade    by 
Austria,  and  the  present  effort  by  Russia, 
had  always  had  almost  the  whole  of  the 
enormous  power  of  France  to  oppose  in 
the  field.    It  must  afford  the  highest  sa- 
tisfaction to  the  country  that  the  army  had 
such  a  commander  as  the  marqqis  of  Wel- 
lington, both  on  account  of  his  own  great 
talents,  and  the  example  which  he  fur- 
nished to  others.    He  nad  done  what  bad 
never  been  equalled,  except,  perhaps,  in 
the  Roman  History.    After  so  mncfa  had 
been  said  on  this  subject  by  others,  he  did 
not  feel  himself  called  upon  tn  say  any 
thing  farther,  than  that  he  fully  acknow- 
ledged the  merits  of  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington, and  gave  his  hearty  assent  to  the 
proposition  submitted  to  their  lordships. 

Marquis  WcUeiky  felt  proud  and  grati- 
fied by  all  that  occurred  in  the  course  of 
the  present  debate.  He  should  not  now 
intrude  on  their  lordships  at  any  lengthjr* 
he  should  not  have  intruded  on  mm  at 
all,  but  from  the  natural  wish  to  give  the 
tribute  of  a  brother's  feelinss  to  a  brother's 
praise.  The  noble  earl  had  said,  that  only 
the  highest  powers  of  eloquence, chastened 
by  the  purest  taste,  could  aspire  to  aa 
adequate  eulogy  of  bis  great  taJents;  but 
he  could  assure  the  noble  earl,  that  at  the 
very  moment  when  he  disclaimed  his  owa 
power  to  pronounce  such  an  eulogy,  he  bad, 
in  fact,  discharged  it  in  a  manner  honour- 
able to  himself,  honourable  to  the  cova* 


ItS^         Wymouih  mdMdcmk  S^  Ekaim 


IHc  A  mg; 


try,  aiid>  iil<  the  hi^bBafc  Jegre<i  jvtl  M  the 
•salted  el^d  of  ic    He  woald  effer  n^ 
^polegy  to  their  lord8hipsrfbr*pi««eiitiii|^ 
bivem  to*  them  on  the  present  oecaeioii'; 
he  wae^  Mtisfied  ihey  all  felt  ne&rly  the 
■ame  w^timente  as*  himaelf;   for«  (if  he 
nught  DM  so  bold  aa  expression)  they 
vf^n  all  attached  b»  the  noble  general  by 
blood;   they  allf  perhaps,  had  relations 
onder  his  command,  and  tbey  had  heard 
the  testimony  of  a  father's  heart  as  to  tho' 
parental  t^oldemes^  shewn  by  loid  Wel- 
lloglon  10  the  floiver  of  the  British  army. 
If  ihm  merits  of  the  great  general  coold 
bsve^a  higher  and  more  eloqnentoulogiam< 
thatt  that  proneoaced  by  the  noble  Secre- 
tary of  State,  it  would  be  that  bestowed  by 
the  noble  pees  (lord  Sooier^  near  him. 
There  could  have  been  but  one  feeling 
in  the  House^  when  that  nobJe  person 
spoke.    Ifts  pmise  of  the  firitish  general 
was^  most  valuable.     He  spoken  like   a 
patriot.     He  had  sustained  a  dieep  and 
bitter  lossi-^nt  he  hud  sostained  it  wstb 
the  honourable  and- manly  feeling  of  one 
who*  had<givien  op  a  dear  soi^  fbr  bis  coonk 
try.    That  noble  k>rd- bed' praised  the  bo* 
dwaity  and  almose  purenial  kindnetrof 
lord  Wellington*  to-  his  officers  :•— he  be* 
siowadfa  panef^ic  above  all  other.    Oa 
the  general  subject  of  the  motion,  it  could 
scareely  be  snpposedr  that  ho  (lord  WeK 
lesley).  should*  ofier  any  objeotionsi    One 
thing  only  be  had  to  obaerre :    the  noble 
Seerttary  had  alloded  to  the  display  of 
the  Biitisfa'gmieraretidentliB'tbe  prettore 
of  rotrealb    For  my  parti  said  marqnit 
Wellesley»  if  I  were  called  on  to  give  my 
uapaetial  testimony  of  the  meritt  of  your 
great  general,  Iconfei^  before  Heaven,  I 
woald  nDtt  select  bis  victories,  briUiant  mr 
thay  faavre  been;  I  should  mentioni  the 
]fery  oircvmetanGM  (though  uttfcmonate 
in  some  parUculass)  whiah  you^  lordships 
haee  seen  recorded  thiadi^—I  would  go 
te  the  meriteota  when  dimcolties  pressed 
and  orowdedupon  bim^»-iwhen  he  bad  but 
^  eboioe  of  eKtreniiiesi^^wheo  be  wis 
overhung  by  superior  strength.    It  is  to 
Uft  retseau  that  I  would  go  for  the  proudest 
uid  most  undoubted  evidence  of  his  abi<- 
l>^y«    It  is  not  my  intention  to  dilate  upon 
^^  iMttar%r-Hb4re  is*  but  one  feeHng 
^«di  respect  to*  them  among  ui.     The 
*pwh  or  the  noble  mover  was  sufficient ; 
«>tt^  if  itsichasteness,  tastelalness,  and  truth 
eoald'bave  a  want,  it  was  more  4han  oomr 
P«Muted  by  the  admirable  speech  of  the 
Qoble  marquis  who  bad  followed  him  in 
M«>  debate. 
(  VOL.  353CIV. ) 


The  Lent  CtoMsMsr  then  prapesed  the 
motion  from  -the  woekicky  whi  jfe  wae 
agreed  to  nsmi  dm^ 

HOUti(£  01^  COMMON^DL 

T%ursday,  December  3. 

Thb  PamcB  Rbgcnt's  Avswer  to  thu 
Adorbss.]  The  .Speaker  reported  to  the 
House,  tiftat  the  House  attended  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Begeut  yetterdfay 
with  their  Address ;  to  which  bis  Royal 
Highness  Was  pleased  to  give  this  most 
gracious  Answer : 
''Gentlemen; 

''  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  Address* 
Your  warm  and  afieetionate  expressions* 
respecting,   hie   Maiesty  afe   peculiuriy 
grateful  to  my  feelings. 

''  It-afifords  me  the  utmost  satlsfaotion 
to  find  that  you  concur  -with  me*  in  the> 
reprosentatioa  I  have  laid  before^you  re- 
specting tbeetate  of  the  contest  in*  wbick 
we  snre  engaged)  and  that  you  cordially 
rejoice  with  meJn  the  improved  prespecttr 
whicbhave  resulted- to-  this  country  and* 
jto  Europe,  sis  wett  from  the  brilliant 
tachievements  of  his  Mijesty's  forees  and 
those  of  his  allies  in  tho  peniasula  as  froo» 
the  heroic  cKortions  of  Russia  in  the  northr 

''  From  your  determination  to  give  w 
firm  and  generous  support  to  thegreae 
cause  in;  which*  his  Mhjesty  and  bie  allies 
are  engaged,.  I  derive  a  confident  hope 
that  all  the<  eflbrts^oF  our  enemits  will  be 
finally  firostrated»  and  the  security  oi  the 
Bi^ltisb  dominions  established  >  by  a  solid* 
mid  honourable  peuce^' 
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WsimouTH*  AffD  BfaiiCoiffau  Raoie 
ELBCTiOM^-PBTiTioii  ov  VoTBBt.]  A  Pe- 
tition of  John  Herbert  Browne^.of  Wey- 
miiulband  Meloombe  Regis,  in  the  county 
df  Domet,*e8q» ;  Edward  Baltton,  of  Win^ 
terbome^St.  Martin,  in  the  said  ooanty  of 
Dorset*  esq«,  and  Robert  Penny  the 
yeungetv  of  Warwick  Court,  in'  the  city  of 
Westminster,  gentleman*  who  claimed  e 
right  to  vote^.and'did' vole  at  the  last  elocu- 
tion'for  the  borough  and  town  of  Wey^ 
mouth  and  Melcon&eRegisi  was  delivered 
in  and  read ;  setting  forth* 

V  Tliat,>at  the  last  election  for  membera 
to  serve:  for  the  said  borough  and  teWni 
•tr  John  *Murray>  bavt«,  die  right  horn 
Thomas  Wallate,  John  Broadhurst,  Henry 
Trail,  William  Wtllisms,  and  Richard 
Atigustus  Tooker  Steward,  esquires,  were 
cai^idatcs^  when  the  said  sir  J.  Murrey, 
T.  Wallace,  J,  Broadhurst,  and  H»  Trail, 

(L) 
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were  returned  as  members  to  aerre  in  par- 
liament for  tbe  borough  and  town ;  that 
the  poll  upon  the  said  election  commenced 
upon  the  lOtb  of  October,  18 12^  and  ended 
on  the  27th  of  the  said  month ;  that  Wil- 
liam Weston  esq.,  the  mayor  and  return- 
ing officer  for  the  same,  received  divers 
.  illegal  votes  in  favour  of  the  s4id  T.  Wal- 
lace, J.  Broad  hurst,  and  H*  Trail,  and  re- 
fused divers  le^al  votes  tendei^ed  in  favour 
of  the  said  W.  Williams  and  R.  A.  T. 
Steward  ;  and  that,  at  the  said  election,  the 
•aid  W.  Weston  did^  during  the  Mt  twelve 
days  of  the  poll,  indifferently  receive  the 
different  voters  forthe  several  candidates  as 
they  presented  themselves  at  the  poll ; 
that  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  on  the  said 
twelfth  dfy,  there  was  an  illegal  majority; 
of  votes  in  ^vour  of  the  members  returned 
to  sierve  in  parliament ;  that  many  voters 
during  the  poll  on  the  thirteenth  day  at- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  giving  their 
votes  in  behalf  of  the  said  W.  Williams 
and  R.  A.  T.  Steward  ;  and  the  said  W. 
Weston^  contrary  to  his  duty  as  returning 
officer^  and  in  defiance  of  the  riffhts  of  the 
electors  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe 
H^is  aforesaid,  would  not  permit  them  to 
give  their  votes  as  they  presented  them- 
selves to  him  for  that  purpose,  but  insisted 
that  a  voter  should  be  permitted  to  vote 
for  the  said  sir  J.  Murray,  T.  Wallace, 
J.  Broadhurst,  and  H.  Trail,  and  that  a 
voter  should  be^permitted  to  vot^  for  the 
said  W.  Williams  and  R..  A.  T.  Steward 
in  regular  order  and  successively,  thereby 
preventing  many  persons,  who  had  a  right 
to  vote,  from  giving  their  votes  to  the  said 
W.  Williams  and  R.  A.T.  Steward,  which 
they  would  otherwise  have  done ;  that  the 
said  W.  Weston  did,  on  the  said  thirteenth 
and  following  days,  refuse  to  receive  seve- 
ral votes  for  the  said  W.  Williams  and  R. 
A.  T.  Steward,  the  same  t>eing  tendered 
after  a  former  vote  for  them,  and  waited 
for  long  spaces  of  time  until  the  agents 
for  the  said  sir  J.  Murray,  T.  WaUace, 
J.  Broadhurst^  and  H.  tVail  procured 
votes  for  tliem  ;  that,  in  consequence  of 
such  conduct,  large  numbers  of  votes  were 
wholly  lost  to  tbe  said  W*  Williams  and 
U.  A.  T.  Steward,  and  the  voters  were 
prevented  from  exercising  their  electire 
franchise  ;  that  the  conduct  of  the  return- 
ing officer  wais,  in  many  other  respects, 
partial  and  illegal;  and \hat,  before  and 
at  the  last  election^  several  peers  of  par- 
liament illegally  interfered  in  the  said 
election,  in  order  to  procure  the  return  of 
the  said  T.  Wallace^  J.  Broadhurst,  and 
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H.  Trail,  contrary^  tb  the  resolution  of  thiy 
House,  and  in  direct  violation  of  tbe  lawa 
and  constitution  of  the  realm  ;  and  that, 
before  and  at  the  said  election,  divers 
persons,  holding  offices  under  the  cit>wn, 
did,  by  themselves  and  their  agertts,  inter« 
fere  in  the  said  election,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure the  return  of  the  said  T.  Wallace,  J» 
Broadhurst,  and  H.  Trail,  contrary  to  the 
established  law  of  the  land,  and  in  direcC 
violation  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  ; 
and  that  the  said  T.  Wallace,  J^  Broad- 
hurst,  and  H.  Trail,  by  themselves  and 
himself,  their  and  his  agents,  did,  after  tbe 
teste  and  issuing  out  of  the  writ  of  elec- 
tion, and  belbr^  and  at  the  said  election,' 
give  to  persons  claiming  a  right  to  vote, 
and  voting  at  the  said  election,  meat  and 
drink,  and  also  make  other  presents,  gifts 
and  rewards  to  such  persons,  m  order  chat 
the  said  T.  Wallace,  J«  Broadhurst,  and 
H.  Trail,  might  be  returned  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  tbe  said  borouah  and  town, 
contrary  to  and  in  defiance'  of  the  standing 
order  of  this  House,  and  contrary  to  the 
statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided ; 
and  that  the  said  T.  Wallace,  J.  Broad- 
hurst, and  H.  Trail,  by  themselves  and 
himself,  their  and  his  aeents,  did,  after  the 
teste  and  issuing  out  of  tbe  said  writ  of 
election,  give  and  advance  to  persons 
having  vote  in  such  election,  divers  sums 
of  money,  in  order  to  be  returned  as  afore- 
said, contrary  to  law  add  the  constitution 
of  the  realm ;  and  that  certain  persons, 
not  being  qualified  to  vote  at  the  said  elec» 
tion,  claimed  to  vote,  and  were  permitted 
to  vote  at  the  said  election  by  the  said  W. 
Weston,  in  prejudice  of  the  legal  voters 
of  the  said  borough  and  town,  and  con* 
trary  to  the  rights  of  the  said  borough 
and  town ;  and  that,  at  the  said  electiob, 
the  said  W.  Williams  and  R.  A.  T.  Steward 
bad  a  majority  of  legal  votes  on  the  polt, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned;  and 
prayingi^that  the  House  wHl  take  tbe  pre* 
mises  into  thatr  consideration,  and  ffrant 
the  petitioner!  such  relief  as  to  the  Hoase 
shall  seem  meet/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideratioo 
upon  the  9th  of  February  next.         ^ 

Bath  Elsction— Petition  op  Ma, 
AuicM  AND  Ma.  CoLLETON.j  A  Petition 
of  John  Allen,  of  the  city  of  Bath,  and  of 
Samuel  Colleton  Graves,  of  Hembory 
Fort,  in  tbe  county  of  Devon,  esquires, 
was  deliveted  in  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

'« That  at  the  last  election  of  two  citi- 
seoa  to  represent  the  city  of  Bath  in  thia 
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tiso 


presanl  (mrligmont,  the  peiitionere;  the 
right  hoo.  John  Tbynoe  esq.  commonly 
called  lord  John  Thynne»  and  Charles 
Palmer,  esq.  were  candidates;  and  that 
the  notice  of  the  said  election  was  not  in 
pursaanOB  to  the  sheriflTs  precept^  and  that 
Joseph  Phillott^  the  then  mayor  and  re* 
turning  officer,  acted  with  gsoss  partiality, 
and  refused  to  admit  the  petitioners  as 
candidates^  thoogh  duly  qoaiified  by  law 
to  be  so,  and  legally  proposed  at  the  said 
election;  and  that  the  said  Joseph  Phil- 
lottj  the  returning  officer,  with  21  others, 
-self-appointed,  claiming  to  be  freemen, 
were  exclusively  proceeding  to  elect  two 
members  of  parliament  in  the  Guildhall, 
jthe  doors  of  which  'Were  closed  on  the 
freemen  and  citizens  of  the  said  city,  at 
.the  hour  appointed  for  the  election  to 
commsnce,  being  also  guarded  by  abore 
30  ruffians  called  blud^eon-men,  who 
.were  protected  in  all  their  gross  outra^^es 
and  violence  on  the  freemen  and  citi- 
•sens  of  the  jaid  city,  contrary  to  the 
freedom  of  election,  the  ezpsess  law  of 
the  land,  and  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
and  so  continued  till  the  Guildhall  was 
thrown  open  with  some  violence  from 
without ;  and  that  the  Dorham  Act  was 
not  read,  tbough  repeatedly  required ;  and 
that  on  trivial  pretences,  and  without  any 
justifiable  reason,  a  large  military  force 
was  introduced  into  the  said  city,  durmg 
the  election,  to  disperse  a  portion  of  the 
freemen  legally  assembled,  and  to  prevent 
the  exercise  of  their  elective  franchise 
contrary  to  their  rishts  and  the  privileges 
.of  the  House ;  and  that  the  said  Joseph 
Phillott,  as  returning  officer,  refused  to 
admit  a  majority  of  the  freemen  of  the 
.Mid  city  to  vote  for  the  petitioners,  and 
admitted  to  vote  at  the  said  election  only 
.  29  persons,  styling  themselves  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  common  council  and  freemen 
of  the  city  of  Bath,  most  of  whom  have 
been  illegally  admitted  to  the  freedom  of 
the  said  city,  and  most  of  whom  are  also 
honorary  freemen  not  onalified  to  vote, 
thereby  giving  to  22  selr-appoioted  indi- 
vidoak  die  exclusive  ri^ht  of  choosing 
two  representatives  for  a  city  containing  a 
population  of  35,000  persons,  and  exclod- 
wg  the  whole  body  of  t)ie  freenien  who 
have  ]«(gally  and  constifutionallv  obtained 
ibe  right  of  freedom  in  the  said  city,  and 
who  have  voted  in  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  repreKnt  the.  city  of  Bath  io  par* 
liament  from  time  immemorial,  till  they 
were  illegalhr  d^irived  of  the  same  by  the 
admissioo  9i  a  aev  order  o/  persons  styl- 


ing themselves  freemen,  who  purchase  the 
same  at  250/,  each,  and  which,  sum  is  never 
accounted  for  to  the  legal  freemen,  though 
they  are  entitled  to  partake  of  the  receipts 
of  the  estates  belpnging  to  the  freemen  of 
the  said  city,  and  that  the  right  of  electiog 
two  members  to  represent  the  city  pf  Bath 
has  been  usurped  by  30  individuals,  many 
of  whpro  do  not  ever  reside  in  the  said 
city,  and  others  hold  sinecure  places  and 
pensioas  to  a  great  amount  in  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  lottery  Office,  ^tarnp  Office, 
and  other  situations  un^r  government, 
and  that  the  said  Joseph  PbHlott,  as  mayor 
and  returning  officer,  reliised  to  admit  a 
majority  of  le^al  votes  who  desired  to  vote 
for  the  petitioners,  and  received  others 
who  had  not  been  duly  admittM  to  their 
freedom  to  vote  for  the  sitting  members, 
whereby  i^  colourable,  majority  was  obtain- 
ed  for  lord  John  Thyniie  and  Charles  Pal- 
mer esq.,  who  were  not  duly  qualified  to 
represent  the  said  city  as  the  law  directs; 
anid  praying  such  relief  as  to  the  House 
shall  appear  meet.^' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  the  1 1th  of  February  next. 

VoTB  OF  Thanks  to  the  MAsauis 
or  Wblungton  —  Victoxy  or  Sala^ 
MANCA.]  Lord  Caaicreagh  rose,  pursuant 
to  the  notice  he  had  given  on  a  former 
day,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  services  rendered  to  their  country  by 
that  gallant  officer,  general  the  marquis  oif' 
Wellington,  and.  the  brave  army  under  his 
command  during  the  last  campaign  in 
Spain^  and  particularly  to  those  by  whi^b 
they  had  signalised  themselves  in  the 
glorious  and  ever-memorable  battle  of  Sa* 
lamanca.  He  was  sure  he  should  forget 
his  duty  to  the  House,  the  country^  and  to 
that  illustrious  officer  and  his  army,  if  on 
this  occasion  he  were  to  introduce  into, 
the  discussion  any  matter  that  might 
.cause  a  controversial  feeling  respecting 
the  policy  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  and 
more  especially  if  he  were  to  offer  any 
thing  respecting  the  conduct  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers  in  connection  with  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  motion  he  was  about  to  submit 
to  the  House.  Any  charses  that  might  be 
preferred  against  them  for  the  mode  in 
which  that  war  had  been  conducted,  they 
would  be  happy  to  meet  on  a  future  day. 
On  this,  they  hoped  it  would  not  be  ne« 
cessary,  as  it  was  their  wish  to  bring  for- 
ward nothing  that  might  divide  the  feelings 
of  the  House  and  the  public,  and  abstract 
thfjn  from  that  sobjecty  on  which  all  de« 
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}i|<bt«d  -to  -diveN  with  n^intMioB  -aad  grt* 
tka<l«.  At  t^  Mvoe  time,  however,  white 
hf  wished  lo  guard  agamit  the  introdvc- 
tiiinof  any  matter  on  which  a  diifttrenciB  of 
•pinion  might  exist;  he  thought  it  wbuld 
not  be  j«9t  to  the  ariny>  end  more  porti* 
evAa^Vy,  be  thoaght,  k  wovld  not  be  just 
to  the  raarqeii  of  Wetlington,  if  4ie  were 
to  eonfine  himself  to  the  feelinea  excited 
bf  "that  great  transaction,  considered  ail  an 
insulated  affair,  brilliant  as  it  was  hi  iiseIC 
and  great  and  glorious  as  k  was,*— and  « 
SMve  glorioui  action  had  never  adorned 
the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  great  mifi* 
4ary  power :  for  he  was  provd  toeay,  this 
country  had  become  a  great  military 
flower,  tfaoogh  formerly  looked  lo  princi- 
pally as  #navtfl  one  by  the  either  nations 
4ti  £Qrope.  Bvt  etill  he  contended,  k 
wooM  be  to  let  down  and  to  nndarTakie 
the  Tiotory  of  Salam«nea,  if  k  were  to  be 
Iweaght  before  the  Home  nnoqmieeled 
mitt  other  considerations,  and  not  as  It 
•tood}  connected  on  the  grand  scale  of  liie 
miliur^r  operations  of  «i4iich  k  ftkrmed  so 
ttre<6tttnenta  part.  This  was  not  a  victory 
which  had  been  threwniathe^ay  of  lord 
Wellinj;ton,  which  he  had  been  able  to  ac- 
cottjdlish,  and  glorioasiy  accom|llish,  on 
the  instant;  but  It  was  a  transaction  which 
eround  up  a  military  object,  the  resolt  of 
long  preparation  »nd  of  foresight,  in  which 
the  application  of  jast  principles  was  so 
interwoven  with  varioas  oireomstanees, 
ahat  he  should  fail  in  his  doty  to  the  army, 
mtd  to  the  marquis  of  -WeAington,  if  he 
«reie  not  shortly  and  generally  to  describe 
die  causes  which  had  led  to  the  Victory  of 
tfatamanca,  and  ia  consequent  advantages. 
The  House  would  recollect,  that  at  the 
close  of  the  fomer,  and  at  tlie  commence- 
ment of  the  present  campaign,  lord  Wei- 
iington,  after  dispesaessHiff  Massena  of 
Portugal,  had  made  himself  master  of  AN 
m^ida,  but  eiadad  Rodrigo  and  Badajea 
Jwere  still  la  the  handa  of  the  enemy. 
Both  armies  had  retired  into  winter 
i|oarteri,  and  y^etnained  for  seuMtime  in 
inactivity  on  account  of  the  seMon;  but 
iQch  vigorous  preparations  far  renewing 
bottilkies  were  made  by  the  marquis  of 
WelliRgton  so  early  as  January,  (a  period 
nt  which,  even  in  that  clime,  armies  have 
ioldom  been  occupied  in  preparing  to 
like  the  field)  that  hi  that  month  he  wm 
enabled  to  lay  siege  to  Ciudad  Bodrigo. 
{ifothiog  faiffher  to  the  praise  of  the  mar* 
quia  of  Wellington  could  be  said,  than  that 
he  had  completed  his  preparations  for  this 
opawiOD  with  «tah  activity  tnd  aucrecy. 


fhet  be  was  enablad  to  wduoe  this  foatnoas 
(which  was  #ne  of  •  most  eeapeetafcle.  d««> 
crfption)  before  marahai  Marmant  wna 
srble  to  call  his  troops  from  their  atsnter 
cantonments,  nnd  sldvnnee  6iribar  ihHa 
tialamanca.  Lord  Wellkigton  having  g«$ 
poflsessiflsi  of  Ciudad  fiodrifpo,  medataaed 
00  advaniDo  en  ilndiyee,  and  his  armage* 
ments  consequent  en  this  design  weea 
made  with  eo  much  snyedition  and  ae* 
crecy,  that  marshal  Mnrmentbelievadthe 
fioglish  ermy  to  be  still  at  Ciudad  Ao» 
drigo,  when  seven  of  eifht  diviaiaaa  had 
arrived  at  Badajos.  He  attached  tbia  fbau 
tress,  which  vmalnNiger  and  of  nsara  im^ 
pertanea  tiian  that  of  Ciudad  ftadrtga, 
early  in  the  month  of  March,  and  eariM 
on  the  works  with  such  'vigour  and  aia> 
erifey,  that  the  French  armies  of  the  narth 
and  of  Portugal,  under  Soult  and  Ma». 
nsont,  were  anaUe  to  relieve  it,  und  k  waa 
evau confessed  by  6oalt,anoffiaareif grant 
ability.  In  eapleining  to  the  war  nainiaasr 
of  Franca  the  'causes  of  the  loss  of  B^ 
dejea— 4tWM  admitted  in  hia  djapsachaslo 
Berthier,  which  were  iatcrcepted,tbat  lard 
Wellington  had  take*  Badajea  in  the  Cmo 
of  two  arufties,  each  of  which  in  alraogth 
was  equal  ta  his  own*  It  was  staled  by 
(Soult  that  the  army  under  lord  WeUkigtoa 
vsas  not  euperior  to  that  under  hia  oaaih 
mand,  nor  to  that  comuMmded  by  liar* 
mant;  but  he  atoUd  the  diOwnkv  of  as- 
sembliag  tro<^  to  beeo  gr«at«  and  the  ra- 
pidity of  lord  Weilingten'a  mouemmHa  to 
be  so  extraordinary  (anadnussian 
honourable  Co  the  gallant  marquia* 
partioularly  as  It  came  from  an  enemy)* 
•his  operations  carried  en  with  suoh  ce- 
lerity, the  siege  pressed  with  such  viganr» 
and  the  assault  made  with  such  gaUaatry* 
aa  to  oKceed  all  hia  calculations :  an  that 
he  had  only  roaehad  Albaera  with  hk 
army,  on  his  way  to  relieve  the  tetMss, 
when  he  iteceived  intellinenee  that  it  had 
faUen.  Thtae  servioea  then,  it  vrauld  ha 
seen,  lord  Wellington  had  accomplished 
under  ciroumstances  of  great  dificult^. 
He  had  taken  two  importaat  fortressea,  m 
the  presence  of  two  armiea,  ruapectieaiy 
eqaal  in  numbers  to  hisown, and  in  aneh  a 
way  as  le  catort  from  the  French  ooaa- 
menders  an  achnowledgmenl,that  all  their 
prepatations  were  rendered  usetaaa,  and 
all  their  eflbrts  foiled.  Lord  Wellinglea 
having  done  these  services,  which  af 
themaelvea  would  have  appaaned  mast 
tplendid  in  the  career  of  an  inaividaal  lem 
illtaslrioua  than  himaalf,  and  camptetad 
that  taah  wjiieh  had  been  *a  gleriaaaah 
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jeet4if  aferiocr«tiDpM|^,  ami  eNpdM 
(be  ese^y  lirMn  itb«  comilfy  •fan  alJy  al- 
wayt  wannd  op  '  in  4ha  intereift  and  a&&- 
%ioB8  of  £qgbtid-^oi«aigai.  After  this 
he  had  still  a  gr^atfibjacttbcfon  Itim;  it 
wai  Ibr  Un  fea  direct  ^m  faroe  ao  ai  to 
•fiact  what  ha  BHgtitiM  laapableaf  doing 
far  tke  iateccitiof  tip^k,  wkh  a  rtear  ta 
Kpel  tjie  iaaading  araay.  Lord  Welitag'- 
tom  iiad  noir  to  compara  hia  array  wkh 
tfaat'of  tbeaaaaay,  and  tadelibenae  aa 
viiat  voald  ha  mt  pralnUa  oasuk  af  jtha 
oampaign.  Thoagh  the  amy  under  him 
was  aartainly  bo&  catpeetahla  and  im- 
pavUiit^  yat  trhan  ba  campaiad  it  with 
the  OMaaa  ^i  the  eoaaay,  a  very  grave 
proapact  apptarad  before  bioiy  and  be 
ceptaittl^  COM  <oot  flatter  bioMalf  with  a 
reault  idee  that  which  had  erawaed  faia 
■aeasaaea.  Vbe  French  ar«Mat  were  ao 
itroog,  thaagh  the  aaccaeaea  oif  ionl  Wei- 
Kngtan  had  cauaed  their  attangth  to  ba 
fiMqacntly  ondei'-ratediBtfaiseoQntry,  and 
tadead  by  the  world  at  large ;  that  the 
gallaot  narqaia  did  nal  expect  ta  be  en- 
abled wkb  hia  aieana  to  4rm  them  oat  af 
0pafn»  (as  aumy  aaagaiae  peraoas  did), 
bat  ba  felt  that  he  imgbt  force  them  to 
abandao  the  militarj  bold  they  bad  at  that 
time;  that  giaap  at  the  cauntry,  oa  which 
akma  (be  French  muat  gmand  their  hopes 
af  alttmate  aueoeaa.  Inese,  unleasthey 
ooald  now  letain^  be  woold  Tentnra  ta  say 
they  were  farther  off  the  oanaaaMnatioa 
af  tbeir  hopesy  than  at  any  period  of  the 
foar  years  daring  wfaieh  tba  war  bad  bean 
eontinaed  in  the  peninaula.  He  Iroold 
repeat  it,  iraless  tba  moral  subjogationof 
the  people  coold  be  effected*  which  the 
military  pawessian  of  the  country  oaald 
alone  aacare,  the  French  were  farther  from 
the  end  tbey  bad  in  Tiaw  than  at  any  pa- 
nod  of  the  laat  foar  years.  The  aoble 
lord  did  not  look  at  that  tame  ta  the  com* 
plete  expalaion  of  the  eneasy  from  STpain, 
and  this  ha  distinctly  stated  in  hia  comma- 
nicationa  with  bis  govenament ;  be  (lord 
Cmtlereagh)  did  net  speak  af  what  he 
might  baae  written  to  iadiridaals;  bat  to 
tiiose  nnder  whom  he  served,  the  laagaage 
of  lord  Wellington  was  this :  <«  If  I  can  re- 
dace  the  two  fortreases  (Ciadad  Radrige 
and  Badijos),  and  place  Portagal  nnder 
Iheir  proteetian»  my  next  operatian  ahall 
be,  direeted  to  the  aoath  of  Spain,  ta  da» 
priva  the  enemy  af  the  lasoncces  they 
poweu  m  flevUla ;  or  if  I  obli^  them  ta 
caltect  an  armv  to  defend*  them,  I  vhaN 
U>en  eompel  tbam  to  raise  the  siege  of 
^^ia.    If  Aom  Badigoa  I  can  advance 


into  Anddasia,  iWs  will  be  my  object." 
When  lord  Wellitigton  had  redaccd  Bt^ 
dajos.  in  oonseqaaace,  certainly,  of  a  cir« 
comataaoa  for  which  be  was  aiot  respon* 
sible,  the  Mayan  the  part  of . the  Spa* 
niaiids  to  Tevictoal  Ciadad  Rodrigo,  be 
was  obliged  to  march  to  ^MWbect  that 
forti*ess,  and  secure  that  ialataalSDg  franaiar 
of  Portugal.  The  aoble  laid  afiarwarda 
ataied,  that  be  did  not  akogetber  regsat 
that  oircamstanees  bad  ceased  Kha  to  di- 
fact  anopecatioB  in  the  nor^  instead  of  the 
seath,  as  be  bad  intended;  and  he  boped, 
as  be  found  himself  at  the  head  of  an 
amy  to  wbich  be  eaald  leok  with  coafi* 
denoe  for  auccem  in  an  action  with  J(Iar« 
manly  be  might  in  that  qaarter^  mom  par* 
ticniariy  if  Caatile  were  thrown  open,  be 
able  to  do  that  which  wonM  deliver  Anda* 
Itiaia  mare  ^amplelely  than  if,  as  ha  had 
first  intended  after  the  captar e  of  Badaian» 
be  had  adranoed  .against  the  Fmnch  in 
that  province  itself.  The  cbiaate  also  be 
foand  mare  favourable  to  his  soldiers*  and 
be  advanced  with  a  perfect  oonfidenoe  in 
the  moral  qaalitim  aad  phyaical  force  af 
hia  array.  He  (lord  C.)  begged  the  Houaa 
to  bear  this  in  mind.  Lord  Wdlingtan 
did  make  an  irmption  into  Caatile.  Ha 
drove  the  Freach  from  Salamanca,  aad 
advanced  open  the  line  of  the  I)oobo« 
Thtmgh  at  tba  commencement  of  these 
aperations,  bis  army  waa  aucb  that  ha 
caold  coort  a  general  action  with  Mai^ 
mont,  when  he  arrived  open  the  line  af 
the  Dooro,  thia  was  no  longer  the  case* 
The  French,  as  was  their  practice,  aaeri* 
ficed  all  the  hold  tbey  bad  af  the  country^ 
by  withdrawing  their  troops  from  the  ae* 
jreral  fortresies  tbey.  had  previoosly  oecn* 
pied«  to  make  bead  against  lord  Welling^ 
too.  Before  the  battle  of  Salamancn^ 
Mammnt  waa  reinforced  from  Laon  and 
Estremadora,  from  the  army  of  Celt 
fareili,  and  from  the  armr  of  Madrid. 
From  that  moment  lord  Wellington  said^ 
"I  am  not  prepared  to  risk  a  general 
battle,  unlem  I  find  that  apan  inilitary 
gnmoda  I  engage  von  vrith  a  prospect  oif 
SDccem.''  Thia ToRl  Wellington  laid  dowa 
as  the  principle  on  wbiob  he  would  act— ^ 
principle  in  every  respect  correct,  and  oai^ 
aistent  with  bis  genius.  It  was  not  for  oa 
to  court  general  engagemeniB  in  the  ab» 
airaet.  The  French  might  wiah  to  do  so| 
bntlord  Wellington  feltp  that  while  bera» 
mained  in  Spain  with  sach  aa  army»  tba 
country  oaier  ooald  be  eanqaered ;  wid  it 
was  bia  object  to  make  the  Frdnch  aban- 
don all  hot  tba  gvoondf  on  whieb  thay 
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Itood,  till  he  found  them  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  would '  enable  bim  to  turn  it  to 
their  discomfiture  and  defeat.   Upon  these 

f principles  he  acted  up  to  the  battle  of  Sa- 
amanca,  and  when  the  French  crossed  the 


Douro,  (an  opportunity  of  which  lord 
Wellington  could  not  deprive  them  from 
being  in  possession  of  the  fords  and 
bridges,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  him, 
with  an  inferior  army,  to  make  the  Douro 
a  military  position,)  he  then  retreated ;  bat 
his  retreat  was  made  on  this  principle.— 
V  If  you  give  me  an  advantage,  I  will  at* 
tack  yoo,  but  otherwise  I  will  not  put  to 
the  risk  of  a  single  battle  the  cause  of  the 
peninsula,  w^icb  may  ultimately  triumph 
without  such  a  sacrifice/'  And  what  was 
the  result  of  this  determination  ?  It  led  to 
that  great  action;  which  not  only  filled 
the  nation  with  gratitude,  but  inspirited 
other,  countries  to  oppose  the  aggressions 
of  France^-an  actioui  of  which  it  was 
justly  said,  on  a  former  evening,  that,  in 
the  tiistory  of  all  the  battles  which  the 
campaign  in  Spain,  or  in  any  other  coon- 
try,  presented,  there  was  none  which  could 
be  less  imputed  to  chance  than  the  battle 
.of  Salamanca.  It  was  not  one,  the  armies 
engaged  in  which  met  but  the  hour  before 
they  engasedy  and  decided  the  struggle 
by  force  of  arms  unaided  by  policy  ;  but 
it  was  a  battle  fought  between  two  great 
armies  (for  they  both  were  great)  nearly 
equal  in  numbers,  though  a  superiority 
was  certainly  on  the  side  of  the  enemy, 
after  looking  at  each  other,  and  not  only 
looking  at  each  other,  but  watching,  ma- 
ficeuvring  in  each  others  presence  for  an 
advantageous  opportunity  of  attack,  from 
the  16th  of  Jul  V  to  the  22d  of  that  month, 
the  day  on  which  the  glorious  and  ever- 
memorable  battle  of  Salamanca  was  fought. 
—Without  going  into  the  detail,  which  he 
thought  unnecessary,  as  every  English, 
man  must  be  familiar  with  it,  from  having 
read  the  Gazette  with  the  highest  interest 
and  delight  over  and  over  again;  he 
would  re(ieat  that  this  was  a  victory 
achieved  after  manosuvres  the  most  com- 
plicated, where  two  armies  were  long  in 
sight  of  each  other,  each  observing  what 
the  other  did,  and  trying,  by  every  effort 
of  military  skill,  to  take  advantage  of  any 
•rrors  that  might  occur.  The  greatness 
of  his  mind  was  the  admiration  of  all 
Eorope.  In  him  was  seen  a  general  not 
tenacious  of  what  might  be  said  by  his 
enemies,  not  putting  to  risk  his  army  to 
maintain  a  particular  position,  but  sayine 
'  to  himself  and  to  his  government,  **  i  wifi 


even  do  that  which  must  at  all  times  be 
painful  to  a  commander,  I  will  retreat  be- 
fore the  enemy.  I  will  even  retreat  to 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  rather  than,giveany  ad* 
vantage  to  the  enemy ;  but  if,  in  the 
course  of  my  retreat,  I  can  take  any  op-> 
portunity  of  attacking  him  with  a  prospect 
of  success ; — if  his  weakness,  or  my  ad* 
dress,  should  enable  me  to  take  any  ad- 
vantage of  him,  without  committing  my 
own  army,  without  committing  my  coun- 
try, and  above  all  without  commiiting 
that  great  interest  entrusted  to  my 
care,  then  will  I  revenge  the  crimes  by 
which  France  has  disgraced  herself;  ana 
attacking  the  enemy  with  that  spirit  and 
firmness  which  belongs  to  my  nature^ 
make  him  feel  what  my  countrymen  are 
capable  of  effecting  in  such  a  cause."-* 
Such  had  been  the  object,  and  soch  waa 
the  language  of  oar  illustrious  conunaader; 
and  the  proud  and  ever-memorable  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca  grew  out  of  this  resolu- 
tion. He  asked  the  House,  whether  be 
had  not  faithfully  performed  the  promised 
object,  by  a  battle,  than  which  there  was 
never  one  fought  more  nobly,  or  with 
more  advantage  to  the  common  cause? 
Twenty  thousand  men  had  been  put  han 
dt  conJoat ;  and  the  advantage  would  have 
been  still  greater,  had  not  night,  and  the 
force  of  nature,  interfered  to  prevent  all 
those  results  which  were  aspired  after. 
The  loss  of  the  French  army  m  the  fight, 
and  through  the  consequences  which  natu- 
rally resulted  from  it,  could  not  be  eatima* 
ted  at  less  than  the  above  number.  He 
contended,  that  the  plan  of  campaign*  as 
originally  conceivea  by  lord  Wellington, 
(which  did  not  aspire  to  effect  the  tout 
expulsion  of  the  enemy,  whose  expulsion, 
on  military  principles,  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, even  from  a  victory  glorious  aa 
that  of  Salamanca)  had  been  perfectly  rea* 
lized.  The  object  of  lord  Wellington's 
operations  in  the  north  was  to  force  the 
enemy  to  quit  bis  hold  of  the  country  in 
the  south,  and  to  do  that  which  the  French 
officers  were  instructed  by  their  govern- 
ment never  to  do,  if  it  could  by  possibility 
be  avoided,  namely,  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Cadis.  The  French  government  was 
afraid  of  the  moral  efiects  of  their  raising 
the  siegeof  Cadiz,  and  hence  these  orders; 
u  they  believed  that  while  they  appeared 
in  strength  before  Cadiz,  the  world  would 

S've  them  credit  for  being  strong  in  Spain, 
e  pot  it  to  the  House,  then,  if  the  opera* 
tions  of  lord  Wellington  had  not  compelled 
the  enemy  to  abandon  the  siege,  of  Cadis, 
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the  whole  oFAtidsLlasia,  and  left  them  with- 
out any  force  to  the  westward  of  Alicant. 
What  was  th^  sitnalion  of  Spain  at  present  ? 
Lord  Wellington  had  said,  that  but  for 
one  unfortunate  circumstance  the  success 
of  the  campaign  would  have  been  certain. 
Success  would  have  been  certain,  had  not 
the  French  collected  the  whole  of  their 
disposable  force,  amounting  to  not  less  than 
70  or  80,000  men,  upon  the  Tnrroes,  and 
compelled  lord  Wellington  prudentially  to 
itiake  a  retreat,  .a  retreat  which  was  more 
Kke  the  pretode  to  a  ▼ictory  than  a  proof 
of  disaster.  The  enemy  bad  only  been 
enabled  to  compel  him  to  retreat  by  an 
tbdication  of  every  military  principle 
which  had  renilated  their  conduct  before. 
If  Madrid  han  been  a  position  of  military 
importance,  which  it  was  not,  the  case 
would  have  been  materially  different  from 
what  it  at  present  appeared.  Lord  WeU 
lington  had  not  taken  possession  of  it  as  a 
military  position,  nor  had  he  advanced 
upon  it  for  the  vain  glory  of  taking  the 
enemy's  capital,  he  did  nothing  for  mere 
parade — he  went  there  on  this  principle ; 
he  knew  that  unless  by.  advancing  he 
threw  a  large  force  on  the  flank  of  ^ult, 
he  could  not  make  that  eeneral  do  what 
was  really  the  object  of  his  operations- 
raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  while  Andalusia 
and  the  southern  provinces  of  Spain  were 
delivered  from  the  enemy.  What,  too, 
was  the  resoh  of  these  operations  ?  The 
French,  in  consequence,  did  abandon 
Cadiz;  they  had  since  abandoned  Madrid, 
and  thus  had  lost  the  moral  conquest  of 
Spain.  They  were  obliged  to  evacuate 
the  capital  in  their  turns  as  well  as  us,  and 
were  now  only  in  possession  of  the  ground 
on  which  they  stood,  and  as  far  as  ever 
from  efiecting  the  military  or  moral  sub- 
jugation of  the  country.  And,  he  should 
be  glad  to  know  a  position  in  which  a 
French  army  could  be  placed,  less  useful 
to  themselves  or  less  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  Europe  }  But  if  they  were  to 
measure  the  influence  of  the  victory  of 
Salamanca  only  by  what  it  had  produced 
in  Spain,  he  would  tay,  their  estimate  of 
its  value  would  be  most  unfair,  most  un> 
wise,  most  untrue,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  Europe  was  at  present  placed.  Did 
the  House  imagine  that  that  spirit  of  re- 
aistance  which  grew  out  of  that  House,  or 
rather  out  of  that  people  the  v  represented 
in  thftt  House,  (for  he  should  like  to  know 
What  ministers  could  have  retained  their 
tKuations  in  this  country,  who  at  such  a 
period  had  not  obeyed  the  vniTersal  im- 
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pulse  and  turned  their  backs  on  the  exer- 
tions of  Spain)  did  they  think  that  that 
spirit  had  nothirig  to  do  with  that  which 
had  recently  manifested  itself  in  another' 
part  of  the  world  ?  Even  the  retreat  of 
lord  Wellington  to  Torres  Vedras  had 
been  of  service  to  that  power  which  now, 
awakened  to  a  sense  or  its  own  strength, 
had  resisted  and  chutised  the  power  of 
France,  and  from  which  so  much  might  be 
augured  for  Europe.  But  with  Russia,'the 
hopes  excited  by  the  Spanish  resistance 
did  not  end  :  beginning  at  the  extremity, 
it  was  to  be  hoped  its  influence  would  ex* 
tend  further  into  Europe— to  those  powers 
which  now,  indeed,  appeared  to  form  m 
part  of  the  strength  of  France,  but  which, 
in  fact,  were  only  unnaturally  connected' 
with  her,  he  meant  the  whole  power  of 
Germany.  Such  were  the  efiects  result- 
ing from  this  battle;  and  which  the  House 
might  justly  trace  to  itself,  as  well  as  to 
its  brave  army,  and  its  distinguished  ge* 
neral.  Did  the  House  know  that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  great  battle  of  Borodino,  for 
it  was  a  great  battle,  was  partly  caused  hy 
lord  Wellington;  a  battle  greater  thair 
that  of  Eylao,  greater  than  that  of  Aspern, 
and  that  in  which  the  power  of  France 
had  received  one  of  the  severest  checks  it 
had  ever  received.  In  that  great  battle,  in 
which  70  or  80,900  men  laid  down  their 
lives,  it  was  consoling  to  know  that  prinde 
Kutusoff*bad  it  in  his  power,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  that  day,  to  animate  his  troops  by 
telling  them  of  the  glory  gained  by  the 
English  on  the  plains  of  balamanca.-«-Did 
not  the  House  feel  that  it  must  be  most 
animating  to  the  Russian  army  to  know  that 
the  marquis  of  Wellington  had  at  Sala- 
manca completely  routed  the  French 
army  ?  To  be  told,  that  if  they  stood  to 
the  enemy  like  Englishmen,  they  would 
achieve  as  great  a  triumph,  and  as  great 
a  triumph  they  did  achieve  ?  For,  though 
from  various  circumstances  tt  was  found 
impossible  to  follow  op  that  victory,  still 
it  was  a  victory,  than  which  a  prouder 
triumph  never  was  obtained  by  the  forces 
of  any  country.— In  that  action,  that  dis- 
tinguished general  prince  Bagration,  whose' 
loss  we  had  since  to  deplore,  with  30,000 
men,  repelled  the  whole  military  power  of 
France  directed  to  one  point.  But  it  was 
not  at  Borodino  only  that  lord  Wellington 
had  served  the  cause  of  Russia  by  the 
influence  of  his  actions,  and  where  the 
moral  effects  of  his  victory  were  found-«- 
they  peivaded  the  whole  Russian  empire. 
Russia  had  been  assisted  by  his  military 
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had  aotcd  on  tke  Gpenin^ofrtlift  «am|>aiff0. 
waci  that  whioh  was  recommendbd  by  tSe 
marquia  of  Wallingtoii.  He  had  aaid,  if 
SaiMia  adopted  that  system 'jihe  wa  safe. 
It  was  on  that  principle  that  he  had  for- 
merly defended  Portugal ;  so  that  fiussia. 
might  be  supposed  to  have  darif  ed  c(|oal 
benefit  from  his  cooncils  and  example* 
At;  the  momeni  the  French  had  talEeft 
UoscoWf  it  wag  some  consolation  to  our 
allies  to  know  that  lord  Wellington^  by 
pursuing  a  plan  similar  to  that  on  whicn 
tbey  were  acting,  |iad  taken  Madrid; 
and  what  was  moce,  that  he  had  (breed 
the  enemy  to  give  op  that  which,  for 
more  than  two  yearsi  they  had  anxaoosly 
carried  on— the  aiegps  of  Cadis»  It  waa 
immediately  subsequent  to  their  receiving 
intelligence  of  this*  that  Marat  met  with> 
that  defeat  which  sealed  the  necessity  of 
Buonaparte's  retreat  from  Moscow.  The 
efiectik  then,  of  the  battle  of  Salamanca 
were  to<  be  traced  not  only  in  Spain^  but 
io  Russia.;  and  iiot  only  in  Busia»  but 
thjcough  all  the  world ;  its  ramificationa 
weiB  felt  to  excite  those  wba  sofiered 
nnder  the  tyrant  of  Erance  to  rise  to  re*^ 
sistanoe.  There  was  yet  one  other  extra* 
/  ordinary  and  most  important  result  seen 
proceeding  from  the  battle  of  Salamanca, 
in  the  conouesi  it  ga«e  lord  Wellington 
over  Spain  herself ;  for  he  would  pot  it  to 
the  House,  with  their  knowledge,  of  the 
pride  of  the  Spaniards,  their  distinguished 
pride,  their  honoorable  pride*  and,,  in 
many  instances,  their  useful  pride,  for  be 
did  not  know  but  that  their  pride  opposed 
a  more  effectual  bar  to  foreign  conquest 
than  almost  any  other  nation  could  op- 
pose to  it-»4ie  put  it»  then,  to  the  House« 
what  must  be  the  effect  of  lord  Welling* 
ipn's  exploits  on  the*  Spanish  mind,  what 
the  ascendancy  of  character  which  he  had 
gained,  when  the  united  voice  of  the 
whole  nation  gave  him  the  command  of 
their  whole,  military  means.  If  a-  proof 
were  wanting  of  the  universality  of  this 
feeling  in  the  Spanish  people ;  if  a  proof 
were  wanting  that  that  honour  was  not 
conferred  on  him  merely  by  the  majority 
of  the  Spanish  cooncils,  the  Cortea  or  the 
Kegeoc}},  they  could  bring  it  to  no  better 
test»  than  was  furnished  by  the  conduct  of 
thsit  unfortunate  officer  general  Ballasieroa, 
to  whose  neglect  and  disobedieoce  of  the 
orders  he  received  was  in  no  small  degree 
attributable  the  speedy  advance  of  the 
enemy.  What,  however,  was  the  result 
of  this  test  I    It  appeared  in  hia  case,  that 


so  fhr  from  finding  any  snppart  in  tte  po* 
pnlation  of  tlie  country,  or  in  the  amy 
wluch.  he  commanded*  which  was  warmly 
i^tached  to  himk  and  whicji  he  had  oCieo 
led.  to  victeiy,  he  (bund  no  one  to  stand 
by  him«  Even  that  particular  division  of 
his  army,  which  had  till  then  considered 
its  fame  as  bound  op  in  him,  did  not 
furnish  a  man  to  stand  by  him  on  the 
principles  he  avowed  reB|)ecting  the  ap* 
pointroent  of  lord  Wellington.  He  waa 
made  a  prisoner  by  his  own  soldiers*  and 
delivered  up  in  obedience  to  the  ordara 
received  from  Cadia*  This  waa  a  con^ 
qnest  over  national  feeling  most  gloriooa 
to  lord  Wellington,  and  he  trusted  be 
would,  now  induce  the  Spaniards  to  sor*' 
render  all  their  prejudices.  TUawaa  % 
triumph  for  the  gallant  marquis  greater 
thanihad  e#er  been  obtained  by  any  oihea 
man,  and  perhaps  it  was  the  proudest 
trophy  of  lord  Wellington's  greaioess, 
that  he  had  not  merely  defeated  the 
French  armiea,  but  that  he  hadcon^piered 
the  moral  feeling  of  Spain,  however  land* 
able  and  useful  that  feeling  might  be  on 
other  occasions.  It  must  be  admired  for 
the  sake  of  the  oommen.  oaose*  that  hia 
conduct  had  occasioned  the  surrender  of 
old  national  prejudices.  The  general  con- 
duct of  Spain*  was  a  point  on  which  aome 
controversy  might  arise,  and  thereftne  it 
waa  one  which)  he  wished  to  raserve  for 
another  day.  He  hoped  however  the 
Honse  would  not  feel  disposal  to  decide 
at  once-  against  them.  There  might  be 
much  to  regret,  some  things  to  complain 
of«»not  as  to  a  disposition  to  crosa  our 
interests,  but  on  account  of  their  reJac* 
tance ;  to  put  it  more,  early  in  our  power 
to  do  them  as  mnch  service  as  we  might. 
Still,  however*  when  it  was-  recollected 
what  was  the  situation  in  which  that 
country  had  been,  placed*  bronabtioto  an 
extraordinary  and  unparalleled  conjooc* 
tore ;  betrayed  by  her  own  government* 
and  surprised  by  an  enemy*  at  a  tigse 
when  she  was  without  an  army,. without 
magaaines*  without  officers*  or  any  thing 
on  which  to  begin  a  determined  resiai* 
ance*  collected,  against  the  breaking  oat 
of  the  war*  as.  in  Hossia.  Under  all  theaa 
difficulties*  however*  her  spirit  had  ^o  far 
borne  her  successfully  through  thecon^ 
te^t ;  and  taking  the  Question*  not  ^  it 
stood  between  us  ana  Spain,  but  aa  it 
stood:  between  Spain  and  France^,  and 
seeing  that  the  chances  were  aaeve 
against  the  enemy  now  than  at-  any  pe* 
riod  of  the  long  contest  in  which  aha  had 
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been  tngagcd*  be  hoped-Are  Haiise  wovM 
look  tt  her  diflloukicM  as  vrell  as  her  de^ 
faleatioiit.  K  she  bad  not  been  abfe  to 
oqaal  ow  wiihesi  the  had  more  than 
•ijoalled  our  hopes.  If  she  had  not  been 
able  to  bring'  large  regular  armies  into 
the  fields  heir  irregoiav  forces  had  risen 
in  such  stMAgtb,  thsi  at  one  time  they  ac- 
toally  so  eompletely  divided  the  French, 
armiea  from  each  oHier;  that  each  Was  ig' 
ndraiil  of  the  way  in  which  the  other  was 
oecupied.  Spain  had  hboered  under 
greater  diffkulties  ^an  any  other  covntry, 
•nd  hod  done'  more.  With  respect  to  the 
assistance  given  her  by  England,  tfaoogh 
ho  wooM  hereafter  challenge  any  man  to 
show  titfat  mtmsters  had  withheld  from 
her  any  assistanta  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  give ;  he  did  not  wish  to  bring 
ibio  point  into  discussion.  We  had  as- 
sisted her  as  promptly  as  we  could,  with 
nil  we  eoold  spare  from  oorselves,  and 
when  it  was  considered  that  this  for  a  time 
was  all  the  means  of  resistance  she  had 
to  work  upon ;  when,  too,  it  was  recol- 
lected, thai  alt  her  resources  from  South 
America,  which  had  always  supported 
her,  were  cut  off  for'a  considerable  pe- 
riod, the  wonder  was  that  she  had  done  so 
much,  rather  than  that  she  had  done  no 
more.  All  the  'claim  that  he  meant  to 
prefor  fbts  night  was  this,  that  th^  senrices 
of  lord  Wellington,  and  the  battle  of  Sa* 
lammicar,  were  not  to  be  considered  merely 
as  important  in  themselves,  but  as  pfoduc- 
tire  of  grent  military  consequences  in 
Spaiv,  and  great  mor»f  consequences 
throngbout  Europe.  With  respect  to  the 
original  plan  of  the  campaign,  .on  the 
prinoiplos  of  which  he  acted,  and  still 
moro  with  the  aid  of  the  original  docu- 
ment in  the  possession  of  government,  he 
(lord  Castlereagh)  begged  to  say  that  lord 
Wellmgton  had  not  only  accomplished  all 
he  expected,  bat  more  than  all  he  had 
hoped  to  perform,  and  retired  to  the  fron- 
iMf  baring  raised  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  freed 
Andalusia,  triumphed  over  danger,  aiid 
gained  insmortal  glory.  If  they  watched 
bis  advance  atid  retreat,  it  woulo  be  found 
that  no  disasters  had  occurred  to  damp  our 
•atisfaetion.  Only  observe  the  skilfolness 
with  which  our  great  commander  exe- 
cuted that  retreat.  We  heard  of  no  rear- 
guard! surprised ;  no  guns  or  stores  taken 
by  the  enemy,  except  two  or  three  in  one 
place,  which  did  not  belong  to  bis  equip- 
ment, and  which  he  could  have  carried 
•ff  with  little  troobAe,  had  they  come  with- 
in iho  scope  of  hie  main  object  to  av  to 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


induce  him  to  encumber  himself  with 
them.  He  sustained  no  loss  but  what 
might  be  expected  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  service.  ARer  having  accomplished 
every  military  object  which  be  had  in 
view,  he  had  retired  with  glory.  His  cha* 
racter  never  appeared  more  glorious.  Our 
credit  and  our  hopes  were  never  higher  in 
Spain  than  at  the  present  time ;  and  if  we 
cooljd  not  now  drive  the  enemy  over  the 
Pyrenees,  it  Was  evident  the  enemy  could 
not  conquer  Spain,  and  might  be  said  to 
have  little  more  hold  of  the  country  than 
they  would  have,  if,  having  been  forced 
to  recross  the  Pyrenees,  they  were  accu- 
mulating strength,  and  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  return. — He  would  now  con* 
elude,  hoping,  that  though  he  had  gone  at 
greater  length  into  the  subject  than  he 
thought  of  doing,  that  he  had  not  wearied 
the  patience  of  the  Hoosci  that  he  had  not 
introduced  any  question  of  military  po- 
licy that  would  awaken  a  controversial 
feeling,  and  above  all,  that  he  had  not 
appeared  desirous  of  screening  ministers 
from  censure  under  the  great  and  illus- 
trious name  of  the  marquis  of  Wellington. 
Any  charges  as  to  the  means  they  bad  af- 
forded, or  ought  to  have  afforded  lord 
Wellington,  jtbey  were  anxious  to  meet  on 
a  future  day.  They  had  no  wish  to  hang 
the  conduct  of  government  on  the  neck 
of  lord  Wellington,  but  were  content  to 
stand  or  foil  on  their  own  merits.  Me  then 
moved»  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  House 
be  given  to  general  the  marquis  of  WeT- 
lin^on,  for  the  many  and  great  services 
which  he  has  rendered  to  this  kingdom, 
and  to  his  Majesty's  allies,  during  the 
late  campaign ;  ancl  more  particularly  for 
the  glorious  and  decisive  victory  obtained 
near  Salamanca,  by  the  allied  army  under 
his  lordship's  command,  upon  the  22d  of 
July  last,  whereby  the  French  power  in 
Spain  has  been  essentially  diminished,  the 
siege  of  Cadiz  has  been  raised,  and  the 
southern  provinces  of  the  peninsula  have 
been  rescued  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy  .^' 

Sir  Francii  Burdett  professed  himself  to 
be  incompetent  to  follow  the  details  of 
military  operations,  so  as  to  be  ^ble  to 
ofler  an  opinion  upon  them ;  indeed,  hh 
did  not  much  like  the  agitation  of  such 
subjects  in  that  House :  but  the  nob!^ 
lord  bad  entered  into  a  variety  of  subjects, 
and  seemed  disposed  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  sanction  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  government  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  campaign,  and  to  endeavour  to  shew 
that  they  htfd  not  been  wanting  ^i  afibrd- 
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log  supplies  to  lord  Wellington.    (No! 
no!  from  the  other  side.)    As  far  as  he 
understood  the  uoble  U>rd«  what  be  bad 
said  went  to  shew,  that  goYernment  had 
supplied  every  thing  that  had  been  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of  the  marquis  of  Wei- 
linglon.— [Ldtil'  Castlereagh    disavowed 
having  made  any  such  statement,    and 
said,  he  had  particularly  guarded  himself 
against  such  a  construotion.l— He  begged 
the  noble  lord's  pardon  if  be  nad  misunder- 
stood him,    but  he  could    not    upon  all 
occasions  comprehend  the  course  of  bis 
arguments.    It  often  fell  to  his  lot  to  be 
totally  incapable  of  collecting  the  meaning 
of  the  noble  lord  ;    and  now,  amidst  his 
many  tropes  and  figures,  and  words  about 
circumstances  and  details,  be  felt  that  there 
^  was  in   many  instances  no  distinct  idea 
conveyed  to  his  mind.     He  yet  did  ima- 
gine that  some  excuse  was  indirectly  in- 
tended for  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers.    He  was  not  very  much  dis- 
posed on  any  occasion,  when  a  vote  of 
Thanks  was  proposed  for    services  per; 
formed   by   the    British    army,  whether 
those  services  bad  been    attended    with 
success  or  defeat,  to  give  such  a  vote  any 
opposition.    Far  was  he  from  wishing  in- 
vidiously to  detract  from  the  merits  of 
men  who  had  devoted  their  exertions  to 
the  service  of  their  country ,  or  to  with- 
hold from  them  any  recompence  which  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  bestow. 
But  when  be  heard  it  stated  that  the  vic- 
tory gained  over  the    French  forces    in 
Spain  was  more  important  in  its  conse- 
quences than  any  which  had  been  gained 
in  former  times,  and  that  the  victory  of 
Salamanca  was  equal  to  that  of  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
in  which  the  enemy  lost  20,000  men,  had 
their  general,  marshal  Tallard,  taken,  and 
30  or  40  squadrons  driven  into  the  Rhine, 
and  other  great  battles,  which  had  com* 
pletely  changed  the  aspect  of  the  whole 
affairs  of  Europe — though  not  desirous  of 
undervaluing   the    merits  of  the    great 
general  whose  achievements  were  meant 
to  be  extolled,  and  whose  character  and 
ability  no  man  could  more  sincerely  ad- 
mire than  he  did ;  yet  he  could  not  suffer 
such  delusions  to  go  forth  uncontradicted, 
the  more  especially,  when  he  considered 
that  they  were  calculated  to  plunge  the 
coontty,   under  the  direction  of  the  same 
persons^  still  deeper  in  a  destructive  and 
ruinous  war.     He  contended  that,  after 
these  boasted  and  overpraised  victories, 
we  wer«  sUIf  as  far  from  our  object  as 


even    Until  he  had  heard  it  from  the 
noble  lord  thateveningi  he  had  never  na* 
derstood  that  it  was  toully  o«t  of  the  con- 
templation of  government  to  expei   the 
French  out  of  Spain.    What  the  nobk 
lord    called   success^    he   called   defeat; 
for  he  never  could  have  imagined  that 
an  expenditure  of  one  million  a  month 
had  taken  place  in  the  military  depart- 
ment  of  this  country  for  the  last  eleven 
months,  for  no  other  purpose  than  railing 
the  siege  of  Cadiz.    As  to  the  Andalusiasy 
they  must  fall  again,  as  a  mattter  of  course^ 
into  the  hands  of  France.     Under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  contest,  it  appeared 
to  him,  even  upon  the  ministers*  own  shew- 
ing, that  we  were  unable  to  find,  suffictelit 
means  to  support  the  campaign;  and  thai 
after  lord  Wellington's  retreat,   he  had 
only  the  two  fortresses  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
and  Badajoz,  lefl  to  him  as  the  fruits  of  hit 
campaign  in  Spain.    What !  were  we  to 
be  satisfied  after  all  the  splendid  victories 
which  had  been  gained  in  the  coorae  of 
the  present  campaign — after  the  exhausted 
state  to.  which  the   French  troops    had 
been   reduced  by  tbeir    incursion    into 
Russia,  and  more  particularly  after  the 
glorious,  important,  and  unparalleled  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca,  so  highly  advantageous 
in  Its  consequences  to  the  general  affairs 
of  the  peninsula,  were  we  to  be  aatisfied 
by  a  retreat  ?  Were  we  not  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  all  those  gratifying  and  cheering 
circumstances?    Were  we  to  suffer   the 
French  troops  to  recover  from  the  efiecu 
of  their  discomfiture  and  exhaustion^  and 
to   wait  until  the  tide  of  good  fortone 
which  bad  attended  us  had  flowed  back 
upon  its  source  ?    It  seemed  to  him,  that 
such  propositions  were  totally  inconsistent 
with  the  obvious  rules  of  common  sense 
and  reason.    And  yet,  where  now  waa  the 
marquis  of  Wellington  ?  In  what  direction 
were  we  to  look  for  the  glorious  results  of 
the  campaign  ?  In  what  manner  was  the 
diminution  of  the  French  power  in  Spain 
evinced  ?    The  noble  lord    had  slightly 
touched  upon  the  most  important  feature 
of  the  war,  the  failure  of  the  siege  of 
Burgos.    If  the  word'  of  the  noble  lord 
was  to  be  taken,  itf>thing;^on  this  occasion 
was  to  be  imputed  to  the  commander  of 
the  forces.     Lord  >yellington  did  all  that 
a  great  commander  could  do,  and  all  that 
his  means  rendered  him  capable  of  per- 
forming.   If  this  was  the  case,  then  either 
the  government  bad  not  supplied    lord 
Wellington  with  the  means  adequate  to 
accomplish  his  purposoi  or,  poascsaed  of 


165] 


Vietory  qf  Salamanca. 


Dec.  S,  1812. 


[166 


Ihotemeiins,  be  had  totally  failed.  There 
roust  be  blame  somewhere,  and  some  de- 
fect existed  which  called  loadly  for  en- 
quiry. It  was  somewhat  extraordinary, 
as  well  as  mortifying,  that,  after  all  the 
means  which  had  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  the  liberality 
with  which  those  means  had  been  dis- 
pensed in  the  course  of  the  Spanish  war, 
that  the  country  had  not  yet  reaped  some 
of  the  fruits  of  the  great  victories ;  some 
of  the  benefits  of  the  exertions  which  had 
been  detailed.  Nothing,  however,  seemed 
to  have  resulted  from  alT  these  advantages, 
but  calamity  and  distress,  which  gave  rise 
to  the  natural  proposition,  that  either  lord 
Wellington  was  not  entitled  to  the  praise 
which  the  House  was  called  upon  to  be- 
atow,  or  the  fault  of  oorfailure  was  aUri* 
l^utable  to  the  gross  negligence  and  imbe- 
cility of  the  ministers  of  the  crown.  He 
could  not  see  how  they  could  get  rid  of 
this  dilemma.  It  was  not,  however,  for 
the  purpose  of  gbing  at  length  into  ihtie 
topics,  that  he  now  rose ;  all  he  wished  to 
do  iNu,  to  protest  against  the  system  of 
delusion  which  had  been  observed  by  his 
Majesty's  government  for  the  last  19 
years,  16  of  them  under  his  own  obser- 
vation, and  to  which  the  noble  lord's 
speech  formed  a  sequel.  In  every  speech 
which  had  been  delivered  on  occasions  si- 
milar to  the  present,  the  same  prospects 
of  success  were  held  out;  the  same 
panegyrics  were  passed  upon  com- 
manders ;  the  same  panegyrics  upon  mi- 
nisters themselves,  ending  always  in  dis- 
appointment, and  calculated  to  engage 
them  deeper  in  expence  and  war.  Other 
and  more  fit  opportunities  would  occur  for 
the  discussion  of  these  subjects,  which  he 
now  wished  to  avoid,  as  he  was  very  un- 
willing to  dissent  from  any  vote  of  thanks 
or  gratitude  which  might  be  proposed  to 
the  present  commander  in  the  peninsula. 
He  could  not  help  thinking,  however,  that 
It  would  have  been  better,  if  the  question 
had  not  been  brought  forward  quite  so 
early,  and  that  time  might  have  been  al- 
lowed to  go  into  some  inquiry  on  the  ge- 
neral eonouct  of  the  campaign,  before  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  give  their  vote. 
The  noble  lord,  in  the  plenitude  of  bis 
satisfaction,  had  not  merely  confined  him- 
self to  Spain,  but  had  travelled  out  of  his 
^^ne>  and  had  taken  the  House  to  Russia, 
where,  in  the  destruction  of  from  two  to 
three  hundred  thousand  human  beings,  in 
the  burmng  of  Moscow,  and  In  the  devas* 
^^tion  of  an  inmenst  tract  of  Russian 


territory,  he  found  new  causes  of  congrv 
tttlation,  new  sources  of  national  pride  and 
gratitude.  He  had  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  difficulties  with  which 
the  emperor  of  the  French  was  surrounded 
in  his  endeavours  to  reach  winter  quarters ; 
and  that  he  bad  considered  as  a  matter  of 
great  triumph  on  the  part  of  tfei  emperor 
of  Russia.  Would  he  be  equally  inclined 
to  consider  it  a  matter  of  triumph,  if  Buo- 
naparte should  extricate  himselt  from  these 
perils  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  more  than 
probable,  and  after  having  found  good 
winter  quarters,  return  to  ihe  contest  with 
renovated  ardour  in  the  spring?  Could  he 
believe  it  possible  that  Russia  could  con- 
tinue sucn  a  contest,  and  undergo  a 
repetition  of  similar  dreadful  experiments 
and  sacrifices?  Supposing  he  marched 
to  Petersburgb,  which  seemed  to  be  his 
ultimate' intention,  would  the  same  mode 
of  defence,  as  at  Moscow  be  adopted  ? 
Could  Russia  burn  another  Moscow  to  pre- 
vent its  occupation  by  the  enemy  ?  Would 
she  burn  Petersburgb  too  ?  The  Russian 
general  Kotusow,  speaking  of  the  battle  of 
Borodino,  said,  that  he  did  not  follow  up 
the  results  of  the  battle,  because  he  should 
in  that  case  risk  both  bis  own  army  and 
the  safely  of  Moscow.  The  event  of  tho 
capture  of  Moscow  did,  notwithstanding, 
take  place.  He,  for  one,  could  not  greatly 
admire  the  magnanimity  of  burning  that, 
the  preservation  of  which  ouffht  to  have 
been  fought  for;  nor  could  he  see  the 
shining  character  of  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander»  who  was  not,  like  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  personally  sharing  in  the 
danger  of  the  war.  He  could  not  subdue 
the  conviction  which  arose  in  his  mind, 
on  viewing  all  these  things,  of  the  utter 
impossibility' of  the  emperor  of  Russia 
feeling  any  exultation  whatever :  on  the 
contrary,  he  thought  that  unfortunate  in* 
dividual  must  be  oppressed  by  a  view  of 
the  irreparable  calamities  to  which  himself 
and  his  people  had  been,  and  were  likely, 
still  further,  to  be  exposed.  The  noble 
lord,  in  his  almost  incomprehensible 
speech,  had  next  adverted  to  that  which 
he  was  pleased  to  call  a  victory  over  the 
moral  feelings  of  the  Spaniards.  This 
was  an  expression  which  he  felt  himself 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Where 
was  the  proof  of  this  victorjr  ?  Was  it  to 
be  found  in  the  si^jKirt  which  had  been 
given  to  the  Inquisition  ?  Could  it  be  said 
that  our  conduct  in  treating  u  traitors 
the  Spaniards  who  had  sphered  to  the 
Frencn  at  Madrid^  was  the  cause  of  thia 
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desirable  end  ?    He  sfaqpld  like  to  kfi^w 
by  what  right  these  persoDS  had4;>eea  Um 
treated  ?  Had  not  their  country  been  be- 
trayed and  abandoned,  and  b&a  not  ^vwry 
Spaniard  a  righl  to  decide   whether  he 
would,  join  the  French  or  the  Engiiah  ? 
In  bis  opinion,  to  treat  them  as  traitors 
not  only  exposed  our  own  partisans  to  a 
similar  fate,  but  aa  act  of  gross  despotismj 
and  an  abandofupent    of  M    hnmanity 
and  justice— <a  species  of  conduct  which 
would  tend  more  to  defeat  the  moral  oon- 
^uest  of  Spain,  than  to  the  attaiameai  of 
any  other  object.    But  as  he  said  before^ 
where  ^ere  the  proofs  of   this  victory, 
which  had  been  claimed  Jby  the  noble  lordj 
to  be  fcmod  ?  How  many  Spaniards  had 
sienalizedithemselves  for  valour  in  the  field 
oi  battle  ?  It  was  true  that  our  troops  had 
maintained   their'  ancient   character  for 
i^irit  and  heroism,  and  on  this  head  he  fek 
as  proud  as  any  man ;  bjut  when  lie  heard 
^11  this  vaunting  and  braggingi  he  should 
like  to  hear  what  the  Spani^ds  had  done, 
or  where  they  had  evinced  ^  disposition  to 
lupport  their  own  cause?    Far  differeAt 
was  the  opinion  of  the  marquis  Wellesley 
^-he  had  taken  a  very  different  view  of 
^he  war  in  Spain,  and  had  tokl  us  fre  Bust 
look  to  ourselves  for  exertion,  for  from  the 
Spaniards    none   was    to   be   expected. 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  he  was  of 
opinion,  if  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on, 
that  eflbrts  should  be  made  of  a  different 
description  to  those  which  had  hitherto 
been  witnessed.    The  same  miserable  and 
contemptible  state  of  vacillation  ought  no 
longer  to  be  sufiered.     According  to  the 
opinion  of  marquis  Wellesley,  who  had 
been  in  Spain,  the  noble  lord   (Castle- 
rea^h)    had    no  right  to  attribute   any 
failure  to  the  conduct  of  Ballasteros  alone. 
The    noble  lord  had    brooght  a  charge 
against  that  general,  for  not  preventing 
the  junction  of  the  two  French  armies, 
and  to  this  qeglect  were  the  failuresof  lord 
Wellington    ascribed.      Lord  Wellesley, 
however,  was  of  opinion  that  these  fai- 
lures were  not  merely  owing  to  the  con* 
duct  of  one  individual  but  to  the  apathy 
of  the  whole  Spanish  nation,  as  well  as  to 
the  strength  and  energy  of  the  French 
mrmy>  who   did  not,  as  the  noble  lord 
would  have  it  understood,  melt  bk6  butter 
before  the  sno.    He  would  ask  any  man, 
whether  it  was  a  fiur  modo  of  nieasoring 
the  merits  of  the  war,  by  saying,  at  any 
particular  period,  Hete  let  us  strike  a  ba* 
lance^  and  see  how  we  stand,  and  from 
Ibcoce  drair  deductiona  as  to  the  general 


resuHs  ?  The  fallacy  of  saob  a  oourse 
manifest,  from  the  fact  of  lord  WelliiigloA 
^Ying  gone  t|alf  way  in  efiectiing  the  ob« 
ject  he  had  in  view,  and  being  then 
obliged  to  retrace  his  steps-  In  conclu- 
sion, the  hon.  baronet .  said,  he  felt  k  ia* 
cumbent  oi^  him  to  take  this  oppoituiHtyt 
of  delivering  bis  sentiments,  lest  bemifbi 
be  ooQsidered  as  pledged,  in  the  vote  he 
should  ^iv0j  to  any  i^pprebation  of  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  miBislers,  than 
which  nothii^  could  be  further  from  his 
intentions. 

Sir  Frederick  Plpod^  said,  he  could  oei 
deny  himself  t^e  opperttmity  which  was 
now  afibrded  him  of  expressing  hia  afdmi* 
ration  of  the  truly  splendid  victory  eC 
Salamanca — a  victory  which,  while  a 
placed  the  bravery  of  the  British  treqps  im 
a  most  prominent  point  of  view,  exhibiled 
the  transcendent  military  talents  of  their 
commander,  the  most  noble  the  merqaii 
of  Wellington^  in  their  tme  coleurs.  ^ever 
was  more  ooASummato  generalship  evinced 
— never  did  the  conduct  of  any  n^anex* 
cite  more  deservedly  the  approbatkm  e^ 
his  countrymen.  It  was  not  his  iatentscB 
to  ^  into  the  history  of  the  campaigit 
which  had  already  been  so  ably  d^aiM 
by  the  noble  lord.;  he  would  content  him- 
self, therefore,  by  declaring  his  hearty  ae- 
sent  to  thje  Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  merqoia 
of  Wellington,  for  the  briUiuit  victory 
gained  by  him  over  the  French  forees  on 
the  22d  of  July  last,  to  which  he  betievedl 
these  was  no  man,  either  within  or  with- 
out  those  walls,  would  object.-**'  Thank 
God,"  said  the  hon.  baronet,  ''  we  hewe 
committed  our  army  to  the  c^e  of  a  man 
of  cool  and  deliberate  judgment,  one  who  is 
not  fool-hardy',  and  who  knows  when  be 
ought  to  go  lorward,  and  when  he  ooghft 
to  go  backward.  He  is  not.nrash  ma«, 
who  for  the^sake  of  a  momentary  advan- 
tage would  saoriBoe  his  army,  bet  who, 
with  that  wisdom  indicative  of  a  giertt 
mind,  waits  but  for  an  opportunity  to  an- 
nihilate the  whole  body  of  the  eneoiy. 
After  all  the  actions  that  have  taken  place 
-^after  all  the  blood  that  has  been  spill, 
it  wonid  be  degrading  to  the  name  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland,  to  aelich 
peace.  Suppose  a  bully  attacked  e 
Briton  or  an  Irishman,  and  thai  he  waa 
repelled  by  their  bravery,  would  it  b^ 
come  tbom«  after  they  had  glorioosly 
beaten  him  off,  to  sue  fsr  peace  I  The 
thought  was  ridicnlous — and  eqnally  ridi- 
cqIous  would  it  be  to  think  or  aei ng  lor 
pence,  at  this  lime,  6em  that  tyhm^  fkei 
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soeurge  of  E«Mpe«  «v4ioi6  faiB  I  mh  haIi^ 
Bed  is  oowftat  ftpproacbi«g.  Lot  us  all 
b»]t  unite ;  let  Uie  feelings  of  tb«  whole 
Uoited  Kbg^iom  be  ceocilifttcd,  and  there 
it  no  doubt  but  all  ranks  of  aeciely^  who- 
ther  Irisb  or  Briiisb,  will  join  wiili  one 
heart  and  one  hand  toilriTe  that  soeurge 
of  mankuid,  (I  was  going  to  say^)  to  ihe 
devil.  He  oiott  be  reaisted,  «s  well  as 
these  erronecMai  people  of  America ;  hot 
if  yoa  divido  the  ce«iiitry  yon  eaonot  go 
OB.  As  courage  aid  Ttrtoe  are  alike 
common  to  aU  his  Ifajesly'ssafajecta^  they 
ought  equally  to  enjoy  the  adrantages  of 
the  constitution.  Thiese  are  ny  ae«ti» 
menta,  and  these  are  the  sealiflEientf  >of  a 
greet  and  loyal  coooty,  cewisliog  of 
eleven  thousand  eleetoTB.  who  did  ne  the 
honour  of  sending  me  here«  and  of  giving 
me  the  opporUinity  of  expressing  my  sen* 
timents.  1  have  now  to  express  ny  thanks 
for  she  indulgence  which  has  been  granted 
me  by  the  Hoase^  whose  pardon  I  beg  fiir 
having  so  long  trespassed  en  their  atten* 
tioB.  I  cannot,  however,  conclude,  with- 
out  expressing  my  accordance  with  the 
feeling  exproMod  by  thehon.  baronet  who 
spoke  laat^-l  mean,  with  regard  to  the  no* 
cessity  of  investigation  hereafter.  To  that 
investigation  I  .think  it  highly  necessary 
the  aUcntion  of  the  Hoose  should  he  se» 
rionsly  ilevoted.  Let  the  tinaa  eome  wshen 
it  will,  I  shall  ibrm  my  jedgaseot  as  an 
independent  man ;  I  will  look  to  measures 
and  not  to  men,  and  if  I  find  my  best 
friend  adopt  measnres,  of  the  ntiHty  of 
which  I  am  not  thoroughly  convinced,  I 
will  vote  against  him.--I  will  invariably 
act  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  con-> 
science  ;  I  will  not  be  led  awav  by  party ; 
I  will  ride  my  own  horse,  and  will  not  be 
made  the  stalking*horse  of  othera.-*Jf  mi- 
nisteiB  are  able  to  prove  that  they  have 
Aimished  the  mfirqnis  of  Wellington  with 
ail  the  adequate  means  in  their  power  for 
porsttiflg  his  military  career,  I  will  vote  in 
their  favour ;  bvt  if,  on  the  contrary,  I 
find  they  have  failed  in  their  duty,  I  will 
oppose  them.  As  I  said  befistc,  I  will 
support  measnres,  not  oaeo.'' 

Mr.  Cockrmm  Mmalom  thought  it  would 
be  no  more  than  ptoper  that  some  further 
pecuniary  psovisiesi  shoeld  be  made  for 
the  mar^is  of  Wellington.  If  any  deli* 
cacy  fwu  felt  in  these  times  of  diateess  to 
apply  to  the  pnhlic  for  this  remnneratioo 
for  the  brilliant  servioes  which  bad  been 
achieved,  the  porpoae  might  be  anewered, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  dnke  of  Maribotongh, 
by  the  grant'  of  some  royal  manor.    He 


whs  awaveihat  this  tftep  samstk-ef  neeeasity, 
emaiMtefffom  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent*  hot  when  the  servioes  performed 
by  the  ifllastrioos  persosi  to  whom  he  al* 
Inded  weee  considered,  he  apprehended 
no  oppeeition  whatever  wiould  he  given  to 
s«ch  a  paopaml. 

Lord  CmtkHMi^  semarked,  that  the  oh* 
servationstif  the  beik  gentleman  wese  not 
strictly  applicable  to  the  qoestion  hefove 
the  House.  It  was  not  laaprohable,  how** 
evciv  that  he  might  hereafter  be  charged 
with  some  propeaition  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  Fwiwnbjf  was  disposed  folly  to 
agvee  with  the  House  iq  returning  Thanks 
to  the  marquis  of  Wellmgten  for  the  sei^ 
vices  he  had  performed.  As  the  noUe 
eu>ver  had  gone  into  many  other  anliiiecm, 
however,  the  merits  of  wluch  he  waa  neft 
disposed  to  admit,  he  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  a  hope,  that,  in  according 
with  the  present  vote,  he  might  not  be 
supposed  at  all  to  ngree  with  many  of  the 
things  which  the  noble  lord  had  thrown 
out.  These  he  considered  perfectly  open 
to  the  House  to. examine  hereafter,  i 

The  Aesohition  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried nsm.  <r0n.-«nAs  wcte  also  the  foUoww 
tAg: 

•*  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Hoose  he  glees 
to  Hent.  gen*  m  Stapleton  Ceftton*  Ueslt. 
gen*  Jemes  Leitt^  lieet.  gen.  the  hen. 
^albrasth  Lowry  Cole.;  and  to  major 
generals  Henry  Clinton*  Henry  Frederick 
Campbell,  baron  Bock,  Victor  baeen 
AUen,  hwen  Ldw,  Charles  haron  Alton, 
John  Hope,  George  Anson,  WiUiam  An» 
son,  John  Ormsfoy  Vandeleur,  J.  H.  C  de 
Benaewlta,  the  hon.  Edwnrd  Pahenhani, 
and  W.  Henry  Pringle ;  and  io  the  seve- 
ral other  oficers;  for  their  diatingnished 
excrtionain  tlie  battle  of  Shiamanca,  npon 
the  Sdd  of  Jely  Inst,  which  terminated  in 
a  glorions  and  decisive  victory  over  the 
enemy's  army. 

**  That  this  Hooae  doth  acknowlndge 
and  highly  approve  of  the  distingnished 
valour* and  discipline  dispJayed  by  the 
SKWi-eemmissioned  officers  and  pmnte 
soldiers  of  the  forces  serving  under  the 
command  of  general  the  marquis  of  Wel^ 
Itngtnn,  in  the  glorious  victory  obtained, 
npon  the  2fld  of  JnJy  last,  aenr  Sahk- 
mancn;  and  thnt  the  same  be  signified  to 
them  by  the  oommanding  ofibers  of  the 
-seveml  corps,  who  am  desifod  Io  thank 
them  for  their  galhmt  and  exemplary  he- 
liaviottr. 

**  That  this  Hoose  doth  highly  aeknowk. 
ledge  the  seal,  oonr»ge»  and  diociplinsw 
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displayed  by  the  officers,  non^-Goininis- 
sioned  officersi  and  private  soldiers,  of  the 
Portugoese  forces  serving  tinder  the  com* 
mand  of  general  the  marquis  of  Welling- 
ton, in  the  slorious  victory  obtained  upon 
the  22d  of  July  last,  near  Salamanca. 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highneu  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions  that  a  Itfonument  be  erected  in 
the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul,  London, 
to  the  memory  of  major  general  John 
Gaspard  le  Marchant,  who  fell  gloriously 
on  the  21ld  of  July  last  in  the  battle 
fought  near  Salamanca,  when  a  decisive 
▼ictory  over  the  enemy  was  obtained  by 
the  allied  army  commanded  by  general 
the  marquis  of  Wellington  ;  and  to  assune 
his  Royal  Highness  that  this  House  will 
make  good  the  ezpence  attending  the 
aame.** 

Committee  of  Supply.]  The  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  House  resolving 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  CreeD^  said  he  could  not  sufifer  the 
question  of  Supply  to  be  adverted  to  without 
making  some  comments  upon  the  present 
depreciated  state  of  thepaper  currency  of 
the  country.  The  ill  effects  of  the  opinion 
recorded  by  the  riffht  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  during  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  that  paper  was  of  eauai  value 
with  gold,  had  now  been  fully  expe- 
rienced. He  had  heard  that  government 
themselves  bad  become  dealers  in  gold, 
and  had  actually  been  obliged  to  buy 
guineas  at  the  rate  of  27$,  and  28s.  a- 
piece.  He  would  wish  to  know  whether 
this  was  a  fact  or  not ;  as  when  he  saw 
that  persons  of  low  condition  were  daily 
punished  for  this  species  of  offence,  he  was 
at  least  anxious  to  learn  that  the  framers 
of  the  law  which  led  to  these  severities, 
ivere  not  themselves  the  first  to  break  it. 
If  this  was  the  case,  they  were  at  an  ex- 
pence  of  from  35  to  40  per  cent,  for 
every  .100/.  which  they  sent  to  the  con- 
tinent, which,  with  other  ruinous  circum- 
atances  arisinff  from  a  debased  paper  cur- 
rency, called  loudly  for  redress.  Before 
the  question  of  Supply  was  put,  he  begged 
leave  to  move,  as  a  substitute  for  that  mo- 
tion«  ««  That  this  House  will  take  into  iu 
eafljr  consideration  the  state  of  the  Paper 
Convncy  of  this  kingdom." 

The  Chancdhr  qf  the  Exchequer' mid  he 
•hosild  have. hoped,  after  the  House  had 
no  longer  ago  than  yesterday  promiied  to 
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the  Prince  Regent  liberally  to  contribnte 
to  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  country,  that  no  person  would  be 
capable  of  refusing  all  support,  and   of 
proposing  to  leave  the  Prince  and  the 
country    defenceless,    and    without     the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  or  resisting 
the  enemy.     He  knew  it  was  usual  when 
questions  of  Supply  were  agitated,  to  take 
a  large  range  over  the  conduct  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  but   he    never    before 
knew  an  instance  in  which  an  amendment 
was  made  to  the  general  question  for  a 
supply  to  the  crown.     To  himself  it  was 
a  matter  of  indifference  when  the  coudoct 
of  his  Majesty's  government  was  canvas- 
sed, but  he  certainly  thought  the   hon. 
gentleman  might  have  found  another  op- 
portunity for  his  motion.    At  present  he 
did  not  think  it  a  fit  opportunity  of  entering 
at  large  into  the  topic  to  which  the  hon. 
gentleman    had    adverted,    and   should 
therefore  content  himself  with  saying,  io 
answer  to  what  had  passed,  that  he  felt 
more  fully  confirmed,  by  every  day's  ex- 
perience, of  the  soundness  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  advanced  in  the  last 
parliament  upon  the  subject  of  paper  cur- 
rency.    Had   the  opinions  of  the   hon. 
gentleman  and  some  of  his  friends  pre- 
vailed, with  reference  to  the  same  subject, 
he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt,  that  a  faul 
blow  would  have  been  given  to  -the  credit 
and  commerce  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
rising  hopes  of  the  liberties  and  inde- 
pendence of  Europe;     Such   being  his 
opinion,  he  thought  he  could  not  do  tietter 
than  immediately  take  the  judgment  of 
the  House  upon  the  motion  which  had 
been  made. 

Mr.  WkUhread  wished  to  correct  the 
right  hon.  the  'Chancerior  of  the  Exche- 
quer on  one  point.  His  hon.  friend  by 
his  amendment  did  not  refuse  supplies; 
he  only  wished  the  House  to  pledge  itself 
to  an  early  consideration  of  the  depre* 
cialied  state  of  the  paper  currency.  His 
principal  object  in  rising,  however,  was  to 
remind  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  that  he  had  forgotten  to 
answer  two  questions  put  by  his  bon. 
friend;  first,  what  wu  his  opinion  as  to 
the  value  of  the  Bank-note,  compared  with 
the  gold  coin  of  the  realm  ?  and,  secondly, 
whether  any  agents  were  employed  bv 
government  to  purchase  the  said  coin  ?  If 
so,  he  thought  it  was  an  act  of  flagrant 
injustice  to  commence  state  prosecutions 
sgainst  individuals,  for  crimes  such  as  the 
state  itself    committed.      He  pcoteitcd 

8 


178] 


Treaiia  vibk  Rkttia  wad  Sweden. 


Dbc.  5»  1812. 


[m 


agaiitfi'the  impiitation  of  denying  suppltes 
aftogether.  He  saw  no  reason,  if  the 
amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  were  car* 
lied,  why  the  House  should  not  afterwards 
go  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

The  Ckancettor  of  ike  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  at  all  times  ready  to  answer  ques- 
tions of  fact ;  but  he  >rooid  not  answer 
questions  of  opinion,  more  especially  of 
bis  own  opinion  of  the  opinion  of  others. 
He  begged  in  answer  to  the  second  ques- 
tion, to  state  distini^tly,  that  no  agent  bad 
ever  been  employed  by  gOTernment  to 
purchase  the  coin  of  the  realm ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  so  late  as  yesterday,  a  large  sum 
had  been  ofiered  to  him,  which  he  had 
refused  to  purchase. — (A  laugh.) 

Lord  MiiMf^  did  not  mean  to  support 
the  amendment  of  bis  hon.  friend.  He 
concurred  in  opinion  with  him,  that  the 
subject  required  a  very  serious  discussion, 
and  that  it  was  the  peculiar  province  of 
the  House  to  guard  the  public  purse.  He 
was  surprised,  however,  at  the  observation 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
the  House  had  pledged  itself  yesterday 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  to  grant  the  neces- 
sary supplies ;  the  noble  lord  thought  that 
it  was  perfectly  understood  that  the  Ad- 
dress did  not  pledge  the  House  to  any 
thing. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  asked  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  ministers  to  adopt  any 
economical  plan  of  reform,  and  retrench* 
ment  of  expenditure,  in  consequence  of 
the  Reports  of  the  different  Committees, 
which  were  then  on  their  table ;  if  not,  he 
abottld  take  an  early  opportunity  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House  to  those 
Reports. 

The  OumceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  look  into  the 
subject  with  all  the  attention  in  bis  power, 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  present  any 
digested  plan  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Whkbread  wished  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  inform  him  of  the 
amount  of  the  gold  oflTered  to  him,  and 
whether  it  was  the  coin  of  the  realm,  and 
also  what  was  4he  price.  He  thought  the 
seller  must  be  a  very  clumsy  fellow  to  at- 
tempt to  draw  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer into  a  breach  of  the  law  of  the  land— » 
to  endeavour  to  persuade  him  to  an  act 
which  would  subject  him  to  imprisonment, 
if  not  to  transportation.  Certainly  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  the  Attorney 
General  to  protect  him — (A  laugh). 

The  CftanceBor  </  ike  Exchequer  begged 
laaTe  to  stale,  in  reply«  that  it  was  not  to 


himself,  but  to  a  friend,  that  the  offer 
was  made.  The  sum  was  27,000  guineas, 
and  the  price,  he  believed,  was  i^ut  25 
shillings  each. 

The  conversation  then  dropped,  and  the 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  carried. 

TsLLEas    OF    THE    ExCREQUBE.]       Mr. 

Betmet  asked,  whether  it  was  true,  that 
the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer  had  of- 
fered to  resiffn  a  third  of  their  profits  during 
the  war,  and  whether  other  persons  hold- 
ingsinecures  had  made  the  same  offer } 

The  ChanceUar  qf  tke  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  marquisses  of  Buckingham  and 
Camden  had  made  that  liberal  and  pa- 
triotic offer,  but  he  was  not  aware  that 
any  other  persons  had  done  so. 

Treaties  with  Russia  and  Swbdeit.] 
Lord  Castlereagh  presented  the  following 
Treaties : 

TREATY  o  vPeacs,Union,  and  Fsibnd-^ 

SHIP,  BETWEEN  HIS  BriTANNIC  MA- 
JESTY  AND    THE    EmPBROE    OF    ALL 

THE  RussiAs ;  Signed  at  Orbbro 
THE  18th  of  July  1812. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Holy  and  Undivided 
Trinity.^  His  majesty  the  King  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  bis  majesty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Bussias,  being  equally  animated  with 
the  desire  of  re-establishing  the  ancient 
relations  of  friendship  and  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  respective 
states,  have  named  for  that  purpose  their 
plenipotentiaries,  namely ;  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty  the  King  cf 
the  uni^d  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  Edward  Thoqiton,  esquire,  his 
plenipotentiary  at  the  coart  of  bis  ma* 
jesty  the  king  of  Sweden ;  and  his  ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rossias,  Pa* 
ter  de  Suchtelen,  general  of  engineers, 
quarter-master  general,  member  of  the 
council  of  state,  inspector  of  thewhola 
of  the  department  of  engineers,  kntgbt  of 
the  order  of  Saint  Alexander  Newsky, 
grand  cross  of  those  of  Saint  Wladimir 
and  of  Saint  Anne  of  the  first  class,  knight 
of  the  order  of  Saint  .George  of  the  fourth 
class,  and  commander  of  that  of  Saint 
John  of  Jerusalem ;  and  Paul  Baron  de 
Nicolay,  his  gentleman  of  the  bedcham« 
her  of  the  fifth  class,  charged  wilh  hit 
afiairs  at  the  court  of  his  majestv  the 
king  of  Sweden,  knight  of  the  ordei*  of 
Saint  Wladiffli^  of  the  third  claast  and  tf 
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tin  rojal  di4tr  of  tiit  Fol«r  Star  of  fSme^ 
4«a;  wl^  after  ths  wcclitnge  of  their 
rospeotive  foil  powers,  drawn  up  in  good 
and  due  form,  have  agreed  opoii  tbo  foU 
iowisg  Artidos  : 

^axiOLX  L  Tkofe  ihall  be  between  his 
majesty  the  King  of  the  united  kiagdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruisias,  their 
heirs  and  successors,  and  between  their 
respective  states  and  subjects,  a  firm,  true. 
and  inviolable  peace,  and  a  sincere  and 
perfect  union  and  friendship,  so\hat  from 
this  m6ment  all  cause  of  misunderstaad- 
fng  which  may  have  existed  between 
them,  shall  be  considered  as  entirely 
ceasing  and  done  away* 

Article  II.  The  relations  of  friendship 
and  commerce  between  the  two  countries 
aholi  tie  re<>ettab4isbed  on  both  sides,  upon 
ike  footing  of  the  most  favoured  nations. 

AariCLB  III.   If,  in  resentmetti  of  the 

firesent  pacification,  and  of  the  re-estab- 
ishment  of  the  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  any  power  what- 
soever shall  commit  hostilities,  whether 
against  bis  BHtannfc  Majesty  or  against 
bis  Imperial  Majesty,  the  two  contracting 
ioVereigos  engage  to  make  common  caiose 
lor  the  support  and  tecnrity  of  their  re- 
jp^ctive  slates^ 

.  ABT1CI.S  IV.  The  two  high  contracting 
^rties  wiil  endeawav  to  come  to  an  an- 
dcrslandiAg  and  arrangement  as  soon  as 
poteiblev  as  to  all  matters  relating  to  their 
snutoal  tntemstSj  poiitiaal  as  welFas  co«- 
iliett:ial. 

Aatioui  V.  The  present  treaty  shall 
be  ratified'  by  tiie  two  high  contracting 
poflieik  and  the  ratifioations  shall  be  ex*- 
chnnf^sd  in  sioi  ireeks^  or  sooner,  if  pos>- 


.  In.  itith  wkmreof  we  the  nademigned, 
WTirtne  of  our  Ml  powers,  heee  simed 
4iio  ptessin  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  fixed 
jthetete  the  seal  «f  our  arms.  Dene  at 
4]lKb«>,  the  1 8th  dkf  of  the  oentii  of  Joiy, 
ill  Siw  yenr  ef  oar  Lord  1812. 

(L.a>  (L.S.) 

Paul.  BaaoN  »«  Nicolat. 
(L.SI) 

tKEATV  OP  P£AC£,UN1  QN,  AND  jPaiEND- 

SHIS,  BBTWEEN  HIS  BaiTANNIC  Ma- 

[  J^STT  AND   THE   KlNG  OJ  SwEDEN  ; 

SiGNEP  AT    0R£BIU>  THE    18TH    OF 

July  18  J  2. 

« 

I»  Urn  Nsmm'  of  the  Meet  Holy  snd^  Un- 
di«Mt4  Trinity.    His  mqesty  the  lOng 
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of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Bsitain 
and  lireleody  and  his  majetty  the  King  of 
Sweden*,  being  eqnally  animated  with 
the  desire  of  re-Ostablishing  the  an- 
cient relatione  of  friendship  and  good 
anderstanding  between  the  two  cvowus, 
and  between  their  respeetive  states,  have 
named  for  this  p«r|K>se  ttteir  plenipoten- 
tiaries, that  is  to  say ;  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
Jiehalf  of  his  m^sty  the  King  of  the 
united  kingdom  of 'Gijeat  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, Edward  Thornton,  esqnire  ;  and  hb 
majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  Lawrence 
baron  d'Engestrdm,  one  of  the  nobles 
of  the  Idiijraom  of  Sweden,  minieter  of 
state  and  of  foreign  affairs,  ehaifcoHorof 
the  oniversity  el  Lond,  kntght  and  com- 
mander of  the  orders  of  the  King,  knight 
of  the  royal  order  of  Charles  the  thir* 
teenth.  Grand  Eagle  of  the  Legion  of  Ho* 
nour  of  France;  and  Oustavos  baron  de 
Wetterstedt,  chancellof  of  the  conrt,  com- 
mander of  the  order  of  the  Polar  Star,  one 
of  the  eighteen  members  of  the  Swaedith 
academy ;  the  which  plenipotmitiariei^ 
after  havitig'  exchanged  thetr  foil  powers, 
drawn  »p  in  full  and  doe  Ibnn,  hate 
agreed  upon  the  Mlowing  Artidea : 

AamcLE  L.  There  sk^ll  he  betsveea 
their  majesties  the  King  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and '  Ireland, 
and  the  King  of  Sweden,  their  faeirs  and 
snccessors,  sod  between  their  sahjects^ 
kingdoms>  and  respective  states,  a  firm, 
tme,  and  inviolable  peace,  and  a  sincere 
and  perfect  anion  and  friendship,  so  that 
from  this,  moment  every  caose  of  nHson« 
dersmnding,  which  may  have  existed  be- 
tween them,  shall  be  regarded  as- entirely 
ceasing  and  done  away. 

Akticle  IL  The  relations  of  fiiiendsiiip 
and  commerce  betvreen  the-  tsvo  kkigdoBss^ 
shall  be  re-established  npon  the  footing  on 
which  they  stood  on  the  1st  dny  ef  J^ 
nuary  1791  ;  and  ail  the  treaties  and  con- 
ventions sebsisting  between  the- t4raooun» 
tries  at  that  epoch,  shall  be  regarded  as 
renewed  sfod  cuniimveid,  and  thay  are,  by 
the  present  Titsaty,  renewed  and  c««firnic4(l 
accordnigly. 

Aeticlb  MIv  If  in  resentment  of  she 
present  paciheotiow,  and^the  fe*establisb» 
ment  of  good  midevstandMig'  between  the 
two  eonntrtos,  any  poorer  wfaataoeeer 
shall  make- war  upon' Sweden,*  hie  nu^esty 
the  King  of  the  niiiced  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Irefand  engeses  to  take  men- 
sQce^  in  conceit  with  nia  asijes^  the 
King,  of  fiwedetk,  A^r  .the  seonrit;^  aod  vih 
dependence  of  bis  states. 
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Arcroui  IV.   The  praienl  Treaty  sbtll  |  of  iIm  mM  eladion.  Bad  in  ^rder  io  intofe 
be  ratified  by  the  two  high  cootractaaff  ( the  reinni  of  the  saiil  F.  Pooionby,  ai« 


parties,  and  4he  ratificatieni  afaall  be  ex- 
changed witbin  eix  neahi,  er  aooaer  af 
poeftble. 

In  fiulh  whereof  tre  the  ondereigoedi 
in  virtoe  of  our  full  powera»  kmwt  dgoed 
the  preaaot  ^eaty,;aiid  ba«e  fixed  thereto 
the  seal  of  our  arms.  Done.ai  Orebuoj 
the  1 8th  day  of^l  mOBib  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Ifiid  1812* 
Edw.  Thornton. 
(L.S.) 

Tax  Baiumt  D'Enmuxxoh. 
(L.S.} 

G.  BaXOH  DX  WxTTXXtTXDT. 

(L.  8.) 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Friday  f  December  4. 

Galway  Elxction— Petition  of  Me* 
Blake.]  A  Petit4en>of  Valentine  Blake,  of 
Menlo,  to  the  county  of  the  town  of  Gal- 
way, esQ.  was  delivered  in  and  read ;  set- 
ling  forth, 

»  That,  at  the  last  election  for  a  nem- 
ber  to  serve  for  the  town  and  cooaty 
of  the  town  of  Galway  in  the  present  par- 
liament, the  petitioner  ana  the  boo. 
Frederick  Ponsoaby  were  candidates  to 
represent  the  saidtono  and  cennty  in  par- 
liament; and  that,  by  virtae  of  divers 
charters,  there  exists  a  corporatteo  by  the 
name  of  the  mayor,  ■berifi's,  free  burgesses 
and  oommoaalty  of  tbe  town  and  conaty 
of  the  town  of  Galway;  and  the  right  of 
election  of  meoaben  lo  serve  la  parltameat 
for  Uie  said  town  and  oeoaly  at  tbe  town 
of  Galway  is  vested  in  tbe  freeholders 
thereof,  and  also  in  tbe  resQeat  freemen  of 
the  corporation  of  tbe  said  Iowa ;  and 
that,  at  such  electioa,  Fraacis  Sagar  and 
Thomas  Browne  esqoires,  were  the  then 
aherifii  and  reiuraing  officer  for  tbe  said 
towa,  James  O'Uara,  eat^,  was  recorder  of 
the  said  town,  and  tbe  right  bon.  Dennis 
Bowes  Daly  mayor  of  tbe  said  towa  and 
eorporataoo;  and  titat  tbe  said  James 
O'Hara  waaceansel  at  tbe  said  electioa  to 
tbe  said  retoming  officer,  and  at  tbe  same 
time  asaisiant  adviser  and  director  of  the 
proceeding  of  tbe  sud  D.  B.  Daly,  mayor 
as  aCoreaeid  ;  and  that  tbe  said  D.  8. 
Daly,  at  and  daring  the  said  election,  wm 
tbe  parttxasi  and  agent  of  tbe  said  F.  Poa- 
eonby;  and  that,  at  aad  donag,  or  x  day 
or  two  before  tbe  said  election,  the  said 
D.  B.  Daly,  then  and  JtUl  osayar  of  tbe^v^qoired  bjr  law  to  be  takca,  ia  order  to 
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miniaiar  to  divers  petaoas^  beiag  bis  owa 
teaants,  peasaalry,  and  dependants,  tba 
oaths  called  tbe  freemaa's  oaths,  in  a 
pdvsfta  and  separate  koom  to  wbiclt^ 
tbe  ageats  of  the  petitioaer  were  denied 
accem,  and  no  pcfsons  admitted  bat  the 
(rieads  Of  tbe  said  F.  Ponsoaby;  aad  that 
aich  persoas  were  admitted  by  tbe  said 
D.  B.  Daly,  mayor  as  aforesaid,  by  great 
nnmbers  at  a  uau,  for  tbe  parpose  of  be* 
Qoming*occasional  voters^  aad  in  order  to 
carry  the  election  against  the  petitioner^ 
contrary  to  the  law  of  paiiiament  and  tba 
rights  of  the  petitioner ;  and  that  aeveral 
freemen  would  have  qualified  under  the 
act  4th  Geo.  1,  c.  15,  and  woald  bava 
voted  for  the  petitioner  at  the  electioa 
aforesaid,  if  the  said  D.  B.  Daly  had  not 
refosed  to  administer  the  oatbs  of  qaaMfica* 
tion  to  such  persons,  although  the  same 
were  duly  demanded  to  be  adasinislered 
by  the  said  D.  B.  Daly ; .  and  that  the 
sbertffir  received  the  votes  of  many  persona 
against  the  petitionerwho  were  disqualified 
from  voting,  and  of  many  persons  who 
voted  as  freemen  of  the  said  corporation, 
and  freeholders  of  the  town  and  county 
of  tbe  town  of  Galway  aforesaid,  who  had 
no  right  or  title  of  voting  wbatsoevet 
either  as  freemen  or  daimingta  be  free* 
mea,  or  as  having  freeholds  witbin  tba 
county  of  tbe  said  town;  and  that  several 
persons  voted  for  the-bon.  F.  Ponsonby  aa 
freemen,  who  were  non*resident,  and  not 
even  freemen  de  facto,  and  without  evi« 
dence  by  the  proper  officers  of  their  ad* 
missions  according  to  law ;  and  that  many 
persons  were  permitted  to  vote  for  the 
said  F.  Ponsonby,  altboogb  there  was  no 
legal  evidence'oif  the  admissions  of  soch 
persons  entered  on  stamps,  as  reqaired  by 
the  Irish  act  passed  in  the  13th  and  14th 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  or  by  other 
stamp  acts,  some  or  one  of  them ;  and  that 
many  persons  were  permitted  to  voto  for 
the  said  F.  Ponsonby  whose  admissions 
had  never  been  entered  on  stamps ;  and 
that  divers  voters  who,  at  the  said  electioiu 
voted  for'th^  hon.  F.  Ponsonby,  were 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  that  the  certificates 
of  their  qualification,  and  their  qoali* 
fication  itself,  was  irregular  and  de- 
foctive,  the  same  not  having  been  made 
or  granted  by  or  Before  aiagistrates  or 
^rsQOs  duly  autborised  toact  in  granting 
qr«lfowing  tbe  same ;  and  that  the  oatbs 


qjnal  i^  aucb  persfBi  to  fote  at  an  aleotioa 
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for  a  member  to  senrein  parliament*  were 
not  duly  administered  by  or  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  proper  magistratei,  officer  or 
officers,  appointed  to  administer  the  same ; 
and  that,  after  the  teste  of  the  writ  of  sum- 
mons to  parliament*  and  at  and  daring  the 
election  aforesaid*  the  said  F.  Ponsonby* 
hy  himself*  friends*  agents*  and  others  on 
Ills  behalf*  and  particalaorly  by  the  said 
right  hon.  B.  B.  Daly*  then  and  still 
mayor  of  the  said  town  of  Galway*  did 
present  and  allow*  and  promise  to  present 
and  allow*  to  divers  persons  havirtg  votes 
at  such  election*  money*  meat*  drink*  en* 
tertainment*  gift*  and  reward*  in  order 
that  the  said  hon.  F.  Ponsonby  might  be 
elected  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  town 
and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway  afore* 
said;  and  that*  by ^ the  said  several  and 
other  undue  means*  the  said  F.  Ponsonby 
obtained  an  apparent  majority  of  votes 
over  the  petitioner  at  the  said  election* 
and  has  been  returned  as  duly  elected*  al- 
though the  petitioner  had  a  legal  majority 
of  votes  in  his  favour*  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  said  town  and  county  of  the  town  of 
Galway ;  and  praying  the  House  to  de- 
dare  the  election  of  the-said  F.  Ponsonby 
for  the  said  town  and  county  of  the  town 
of  Galway  void  ;  and  that  the  said  return 
nay  be  amended  or  altered*  by  striking 
thereout  the  name  of  the  said  F.  Ponsonby 
and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof  the  name 
of  the  petitioner,  and  that  the  petitioner 
may  be  declared  duly  elected  and  re* 
turned  to  represent  the  town  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Galway  in  this  present* par- 
liament* or  to  make  such  other  order  for 
the  petitioner's  relief  in  the  premises  as 
the  House*  in  its  wisdom*  shall  think  fit/' 
Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  the  ilth  of  February; 

The  Prince  Regent's  Message  eb- 

SPBCTING  THE  MaRQUIS  OP  WELLINGTON.] 

Lord  Castiereagh  presented  the  following 
Message  from  the  Prince  Regent : 
"  George*  P.  R. 
"The  Prince  Regent*  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  hts  Majesty* 
having  taken  into  his  consideration  the 
eminent  and  signal  services  performed  by 
^general  the  marquis  of  Wellington  on  so 
many  occasions*  and  particularly  in  the 
glorious  battle  of  Salamanca*  is  desirous  of 
bestowing  such  a  mark  of  national  monifi- 
ceoce  on  general  the  marquis  of  Welliog- 
tpn  as  may  enable  him  to  sustain  the  high 
hoMmrs  whicii  his  Royal  Highness  has 


thought  proper  to  confer  on  him  and  his 
descendants. 

*'  The  Prince  Regent  recommends, 
therefore*  to  the  .House  of  Commons  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  be  ne« 
cessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
most  important  object.  G.  P.  H" 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  coniideraiioB 
on  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  December  7* 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respect- 
ing THE  Marquis  op  Wellington.] 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read*  fortak- 
ing  into  consideration  bis  Royal  Uigh- 
ness's  Message*  respecting  the  marqaisof 
Wellington* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said :— la  risingi 
my  lords*  to  propose  an  Address  in  answer 
to  his  Royal  Higbness'smost  gracious  Mes- 
sage* for  'the  purpose  of  expressing  your 
lordships'  concurrence  in  forwarding  his 
Royal  Highnesses  intention*  I  am  sure  1 
should  be  wasting  your  lordships'  timei 
if  I  were  to  say  one  word  in  recommenda- 
tion of  such  a  motion.  After  the  able  sikI 
eloquent  speech  of  my  noble  friend  (earl 
Bathurst)  on  a  former  CTening*  in  moviog 
the  thanks  of  this  House  to  that  gallant 
and  distinguished  general*  and  after  the 
able  speeches  of  other  noble  lords,  and  of 
the  noble  marquis  oppoaite  (Lansdowoe)i 
upon  the  same  occasion*  it  would  be  im- 
possible* my  lords*  for  me  to  add  onees- 
pression  which  could  evince  more  of  niy 
own  admiration*  or  raise  a  higher  opioioA 
of  the  noble  marquis's  conduct.  At  toe 
same  .time*  I  will  ventare  to  occupp 
small  portion  of  yoor  lordships'  atteotioo 
instating  a  few  circumstances  respecting 
this  great  general*  which  I  think  are  en- 
titled to  consideration.  His  Royal  Higboesi 
has  stated*  that  in  wuhing  to  confer  upon 
the  noble  marquis*  by  an  act  of  idoQ||!* 
cence*  what  will  enable  him  to  sopp^i^  ^^ 
merited  dignities,  he  has  uken  into  con- 
sideration the  signal  senrices  the  noble 
marquis  has  performed  for  his  ^^^l 
and  these  services*  so  constant  and  tin* 
wearied*  cannot  be  too  much  valued,  a*^ 
four  campaigns*  my  lords*  has  the  oa*^!*. 
of  Wellington  devoted  the  powers  of  fii» 
body  and  mind*  to  the  conduct  of  the  ^^ 
in  the  peninsula.  In  the  course  of  ^ 
period*  he  has  been  opposed  to  the  0 
celebrated  and  experienced  of  the  Freo^ 
generals*  to  Soult,  to  Victor*  to  Jourd""' 
to  Massenaj  and  to  Manno&t«  i^d  fl 
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only*  my  lords*  has  he  been  opposed  to 
all  these,  but  he  h^s  OTercome  them.  In- 
deed*  when  we  reflect  that  the  whole  of 
this  period  has  been  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  his  country,  without  the  exception  of  a 
day,  when  we  reflect  what  privations  he 
most  haTo  endured,  that  no  considerations 
of  personal  ease  could  divert  him  from  his 
object,  that  no  fatigue,, that  no  considera- 
tions of  private  policy  could  shake  him  in 
the  discharge  of  these  important  public 
duties,  we  are  led  to  wonder  at  that 
strength  both  of  body  and  of  mind  which 
could  support  him  under  all  these  circum* 
stances,  and  for  so  long  a  period.  The 
marquis  of  Wellington,  my  lords,  is  justly 
sensiole  of  the  high  honours  which'  have 
been  conferred  upon  bin,  for  no  greater 
perhaps  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  man ; 
eight  times  he  has  received  the  thanks  of 
parliament,  and  in  six  out  of  those  eight 
times  he  was  commander  in  chief.  But  in 
respect  to  any  pecuniary  compensation, 
independent  of  the  reward  which  on  a 
former  occasion  was  voted  by  the  1egisla« 
ture  to  lord  Wellington,  instead  of  having 
had,  during  all  th£e  campaigns,  any  op- 
portunity of  increasing  hisfortune,  he  has, 
1  believe,  on  many  occasions  experienced 
its  diminution.  I  shall  not  detain  your 
lordships  farther,  than  by  proceeding  to 
make  that  proposition  which  I  am  con* 
viuced  will  be  unanimous,  because  it  is 
one  in  which  you  are  called  upon  to  con- 
car,  in  justice  to  lord  Wellington,  and  to 
yourselves.  Because,  my  lords,  in  confer- 
ring upon  lord  Wellington  a  reward  for  his 
past  and  distinguished  sehrices,  you  only 
do  that  to  which  he  is  entitled  as  an  indi- 
vidual ;  and  when  yon  take  care  to  re- 
ward so  great  and  undisputed  services  in 
such  an  individual,  you  adopt  the  wisest 
policy  for  the  preservation  and  security  of 
your  country.  1  may  here  add  what  more 
properly  comes  first  under  consideration 
in  another  place,  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
government  to  propose  a  grant  of  100,000/. 
to  be  vested  in  landed  property,  for  the 
ose  of  the  noble  manjuis  and  his  heirs, 
and  in  socb  manner  as  vrill  be  more  par- 
ticularly described  in  the  act  for  that  pur^ 
pose.<^The  noble  earl  concluded,  by 
moving  an  bumble  Address  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  thanking  him  for  his  most  gracious 
Message,  and  assuring  him  that  their 
lordships  will  most  readily  concur  in  car- 
rying hit  Boyal  Highness  a  intentions  into 
effect. 

Lord  HoUand  had    no   disposition   to 
make  any  obserration  upon  the  present 
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motion,  after  the  able  and  just  mode  in 
which  the  marquis  of  Wellington's  disiia* 
guished  services  bad  been  described  ;  in 
every  word  of  which  he  most  heartily  con- 
curred. He  had  only  to  remark  that  thet 
proposition  of  the  noble  earl  had  his  entire 
approbation,  and  he  felt  satisfied  ^n  hear- 
ing the  statement  and  extent  of  the  grant 
intended,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
meant  to  be  appropriated. 

The  Address  waa  thea  agreed  to  fteei. 
dm. 

Vice  C^ANCVLLoa's  Bill.]  Lord  Hot" 
land  was  desifous  of  submitting  to  their 
lordships'  attention,  a  motion  tor  further 
information  respecting  the  Bill  introduced* 
by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (Redesdale).. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord,  on  a  former 
night,  had  expressed  his  intention  to  op* 
pose  every  proposition  for  delay.  Bat  he 
(lord  Holland)  was  no  further  desirous  of 
delay,  than  that  before  the  House  passed 
a  measure  of  such  importance,  they 
should  bate  every  information  requisite  to 
form  their  judgment  upon  it.  He,  there* 
fore,  intended  to  move  for  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  de» 
lay,  in  the  decision  of.smtsin  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  He  was  the  more  desirous  of 
having  this  information  before  them,  as  it 
would  enable  the  House  better  to  decide 
upon  the  propriety  of  the  Bill,  and  give 
time  for  the  attendance  of  several  noble 
lords  who,  no  doubt,  would  be  desirous  of 
delivering  their  sentiments  upon  the  sub- 
ject* There  were  many  objections  ho 
entertained  against  this  measure,  which  he 
would  not  enter  into  at  present,  bnt  which 
would  probably  be  stated  upon  the  third 
reading ;  and  he  trusted  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  would  so  fsr  accede  to  a  full 
consideration  of  his  intended  measure,  aa 
to  postpone  its  final  consideration  till  after 
the  holidays.  In  the  mean  time  he  should 
make  the  motion  of  which  he  had  givea 
notice,  and  against  which,  he  believed^ 
there  could  be  no  objection. 

Lonl  Eedc$dal€  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  but  he  could 
assure  the  Houses  that  no  infoonatioa 
could  be  derivdd  from  the  Ueport  alluded 
to,  capable  of  altering  their  opinions  upoa 
the  measure  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
propose.  Their  lordships  would  recolleci 
that  this  subject  had  been  under  their  con- 
sideration for  nearly  three  years ;  that  a 
committee  had  been  appointed,  who  were 
QDanimoosly  of  opinion  lliat  the  er il  com* 
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plauwil  of  required  iiniiiediale'  remedy  ^ 
aad  that  the  same  committeey  eoinposed 
of  persoDi  of  all  others  most  cooipetent  to 
•vggeit  a  remedy,  had  recommended  the 
measure  now  proposed.  With  respect  to 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  it  only  went 
tor  the  prodaction  of  a  Report  which  had 
little  connection  with  the  catnes  and 
grounds  of  the  present  measure.  The  Re- 
port was  made  by  a  committee  appointed 
to  enqtrire  into  4ut  caoses  of  delay  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  chiefly  arose,  he  believed^  out  of  a 
dlif^Osition  to  ascertain  whether  the  causes 
in  that  coopt  had  increased/  The  causes 
M  that  court  had  certainly  increased^  and> 
from  Uie  increase  of  causes  in  all  the 
cenrts  below,  the  Lord  Chancellor  was 
prechsded  from  deriving  that  assistance 
ffom  the  judges,  wliich  was  giren  to  my 
lord  Hardwicke  and  others.  But  the  in- 
crease of  causes  hi  the  Court  of  Chancery 
did  not  apply  to  the  increase  of  Appeals 
andWrits  of  Error  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  arrear  of  these  Appeals  and  Wriu  of 
Error  was  enormous;  it  now  amounted  to 
more  than  270,  which  would  require  from 
19  to  13  years  to  decide,  accordiifg  to  the 
mode  in  which  these  causes  hid  been 
Bitherto  decided,  without  taking  into  cal- 
colation  the  atcumolating  arrear  which 
would  take  place  in  the  interval.  This 
delay  in  the  decision  of  Appeals  was  a 
growing  evil,  and  one  of  enormous  magni- 
tude and  great  grievance  to  the  suitor.—- 
The  Boble.and  learned  lord  next  proceeded 
to  notice  the  faardshipa  of  nu»y  individual 
cases,  where  the  parties  were  put  to  the 
most  serious  loss  and  the  greatest  incon- 
venience* In  one  instance,  the  rents  smd 
profits  now  dependSog,  in  consequence  of 
delay,  amounted  lo  50^000/.  and,  in  others, 
h\%  lordship  shewed  what  injurious  effinsto 
Blight  resuU  from  a  further  dehy  on  the 
death  of  the  parties.  The  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  present  Bill  had  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  last  session^  and  neither  the 
sobte  lord,  nor  any  other  peer,  had  then 
suggested  any  alteration  m  lieu  of  the 
present.  When  the  Bill  miscarried  in  the 
other  House,  be  had  promised  to  bring  it 
fiirwand  this  session ;    and,  in  now  pro- 

Sosing  it  to  their  lordships'  consideration, 
B  had  kept  hi»  word  and  dieeharged  his 
doty.  It  was  intended  that  a  Vice-Chan- 
(f^lor  should  attend  to  the  businesa  of 
Chancery,  while  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack  sat  from  ten  til)  three 
c^clack,  ibr  three  days  in  the  week,  decid- 
ing caset^  now  kcfm  Ihc  Rooae.    Ho«i^ 
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ever  early  this  Bilk  might  pat^  a  eonside* 
rable  part  of  the  sessrali  was  likely  to 
elapse  before  it  eoM  be  carried  iaio 
effect  He  was,  therefore,  mdined  to  op- 
pose any  measure  whatever  Hkely  to  pro« 
dace  delay^  but  at  the  same  time  be 
could  not  object  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord. 

Upon  the  order  of  the  day  being  resi 
for  going  into  a  committee  upon  the  Bilk 

I^rd  HoUtmd  again  rose,  and  addrsssed 
the  House  upon  toe  subject  of  this  meip 
sore.  He  was  Khe  more  indaeed  to  asis 
his  sentiments,  in  consequence  of  what  M 
fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  kml. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  intimald 
bis  surpriae,  that  no  other  measure  htd 
been  proposed  by  him  inatead  of  tbtt 
recommended  in  t^e  present  Bill.  With 
respect  to  himself  he  did  not  consider  hit 
knowledge  equal  to  the  task;  and  hs 
deemed  the  argument  a  little  estraordknry 
which  would  infer,  that  because  be  did 
not  possess  that  legaV  knowledge  wbicb 
was  most  competent  to  aoggest  the  fiunl 
plan  to  be  adopted,  it  was  to  be  inferred 
that  he  coold  not  consistently  state  his  ob- 
jections to  the  one  proposed.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  would  do  him  the  joiticc 
to  recollect,  that  on  a  former  ocoasioo  be 
had  not  publicly,  but.  privately,  cooMno* 
nicated  to  him  his  objections  to  the  pre* 
sent  measure.  This  was.  boweveri  a 
serious  subject,  as  it  affected  the  stale  ssd 
the  law  of  the  country ;  and  altkoagb  be 
was  afraid  he  might  discover  igaorsaoe  lO 
his  own  ideas  respecting  it,  yet,  when  be 
saw  the  noble  and  leari^  lord  so  ^'^'^ 
to  posh  this  measure  in  the  absence  0| 
those  who  cook!  have  more  ably  poiotm 
out  its  impropriety,  he  felt  himself  ff" 
cularly  called  upon  to  express  his  ebjK- 
tions  to  tbe  Bill.  With  respect  to  all  tiat 
had  been  stated  as  to  the  magniftada  of  tbe 
e?il  complained  of ,  and^  the  ^  immedisiM 
necessity  for  its  l^etng  remedied,  be  and 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  were  pecfectiy 
agreed ;  but  he  entertained  very  »«^''' 
ejections  atpaiast  the  mode  now  recon* 
mended,  not  because  it  would  bean  oncoa* 
stitutional  measore«*«4io^  he  bad  f^^^^"^^ 
stated  that  thia  would  be  a  material  site- 
ration  in  the  conatitolion  of  thia  ^^^^' 
and  certainly  ha  thought  aostill-^bntwitB 

all  the  admiration  be  ever  t^^^^^S!^ 
for  the  British  constitutieei,  he  ^^^^ 
ever  ready  to  acquiesce  in  any  alterstio" 
which  should  be  proved  to  be  ntceanxj' 
and  likely  lo  be  affedtual  ibr  the  porp^ 
ibr  which  it  waa  imeaded.   He  ^Sfi^ 
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iQ  apeakkig  uj^n  Ihistahject^  to  b«  pflMA- 
\y  inifl«Mlood,  and  thai  wtMn  be  neotian- 
cd  his  objeclioos,  he  Meant  them  net  to 
appljr  to  the  noUe  and  Usaraed  loid  who 
presided  on  the  fveoleack«.  for  whom  no 
oae  coald  enterlaii^  a  higher  opiaioo. 
With  regard  lo  Ihathigh  ofiice,  n^ooo 
was  nore  aMiiens  that  it  should  be  reward- 
ed with  a  sabry  commeasttralo  lo  ka  i«i« 
portance^  and  ila  oltlity  in  the  constitv-* 
lion.  In  saying  this,  nevertheless^  he  \t^ 
Bsamed  that  a  part  %i  the  income  of  thai 
office  arose  from  bankruylcieB'  fre<b  Uia 
difttressed  propei ty  of  ibe  subjects  of  the 
coHotry.  Not  eoo  farlblng  of  this  income 
dsd  hodesifolo  setf  seireacbed;  hot  it 
would  be  more  salisfaclory  lo  the  person 
filling  that  high  oftce,,  that  this  portion  of 
hia  income  sImoM  arise  to  him  by  a  direot 
grasit  in  another  manner*  Perhaps  if  an 
officer  were  appointed  to  administer  the 
bankrupt  laws*  instead  of  the  iord  chan- 
cellor, it  miglil  relievo  that  high  officer  so 
mach  as  to  eoablo  him  to  dispatch  the  b»*. 
sinaaa  of  that  HonM  and  ibe  Coon  of  Chan- 
cery* Bot  he  Ml  strong  objections  to  the 
divisionof  the  office  of  lord  high  chanc^ 
lor  Itself*  That  office  he  regatded  as  one 
most  important  in  the  state,  and  one  most 
nsefnl  to  the  cooniry.  As  it  was  now  can- 
stimtod,  it  cottld  not  he  fiUed  by  an 
incompetent  per»n ;  it  must  bo  filled  by 
one  deeply  issued  with  legal  knowledge; 
and  ha  left  it  fer  the  House  to  consider 
how  important  it  mosteter  be  to  tbestato, 
that  sttcn  a  person  should  have  a  seat  in 
the  councils  of  his  sovereign*  and  how 
useful  it  must  be  to  the  country  that  the 
head  of  the  law  should  be  dignified  by 
such  a  station  in  tho  gorommenw  He 
was  not  speaking  these  sentiments  with 
considtraiion  to  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack ;  bat 
when  ho  lodced  to  future  times,  he  was  ap< 
prehanaive  that  the  consequence  of  this  di* 
vision  of  the  office  would  be*  that  the  lord 
hi^h  chancellor  woald  beoeoie  a  mere  po- 
litical character  in  tho  stale,  and  that  this 
vice  chancellor  would  bo  the  real  and 
only  legal  decider  of  tho  law.  There 
might  be  other  means  of  remedy  more  ef  • 
fedtoal^  and  not  likely  to  be  attended  with 
mischieii  greater  then  those  it  was  intend* 
cd  to  cure.  He  insUoced  the  relief .  the 
lord  chancellor  might  esperianoo  in  aU 
tcring  the  administration  of  the  law  ro* 
ipecting  bankruptcies.  The  noble  and 
Inmed  lord  vrho  spoke  last  was  entitled 
i^ttuch  praise  for  the  attontaoo  he  had 
PttdtoiheaUerainnef  apanef  Ifanlaw 


similar  to  thai  of  hankropley'r  and  ho 
trusted  ho  would  porswe  his  intontien  ef 
supplying  the  remedies  which  had  been 
so  often  applied  to  the  shame  of  the  legis* 
iature — he  meaot  temporary  acts  of  in« 
solvency.  That  measure  of  the  noblle  and 
learned  lord  Would  cecpiire  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  distinct  court,  and  he  did  not 
perceive  why  a  similar  and  distinct  provi* 
sien  migtii  not  be  made  in  the  case  of 
bankrupts^  • 

Lord  Redr$dah  had  no  desire  to  have 
this  measure  passed  through  parliameni 
before  the  holidays  ;  but  under  the  consi- 
deration of  its  necessity^  he  tiusted  their 
lordships  would  agree  to  its  passing  that 
House*  in  order  that  it  might  go  to  the 
Commons  as  speedily  as  possible.  With 
r^pect  to  the  objection  mentioned  by  the 
n^le  )ord>  as  to  the  di? ision  of  the  office 
of  chancellor,  it  must  be  recollected,  thai 
stiU  the  lofd  high  chancellor  would  be 
constantly  occupied  in  the  decision  of  most 
intricate  and  important  points  of  law  before 
that  House.  It  was  Impouible,  therefore^ 
that  the  office  could  be  filled  by  an  incom* 
petent  person,  any  more  than  in  its  pre« 
sent  constitution.  The  lord  chaocellor 
would  then  eoually,  as  now,  be  under  the 
observation  oi  the^public ;  and,  consider* 
ing  the  importance  of  his  legal  know« 
ledge  in  the  advice  of  the  crown,  it  was 
highly  improbable  thai  any  minisiec 
would  venture  to  appoint  any  other  than 
a  person  whose  talents  and  learning  fitted 
him  for  the  sitoation.  The  noble  lord  had 
suggested  the  propriety  of  separating  the 
administration  of  the  bankrupt  law  from 
the  office  of  chancellor;  but  cases  of 
vital  consequence  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country^  more  so  than  all  the  cases  put  to- 
gether in  the  courts  below,  came  before 
him  for  decision  ;  and  it  would  be  per* 
bapa  danoarous  to  this  department  of  the 
law,  if  tne  adjudication  of  these  cases 
were  committed  to  any  olher  jurisdiction. 
—With,  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  new 
jedge,  there  were  other  sources  from 
whence  it  might  be  paid,  without  burthen* 
Ing  the  people.  It  wouU  be  considered* 
that  the  properly  of  auitorsi  by  various  ae« 
oidenu,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Chancery* 
and  had  created  e  food  of  considerable 
magnitode.  Tho  amount  of  this  property 
near  vested  in  the  \mk  of  Englandi;  ex« 
Qoeded  4U0OyO(XM.  and  it  would  not  reqnire 
half  of  ibel  ma  to  create  a  perasaoeni 
salary  for  Ihe  vice-chancellor,  and  tbare 
oouM  be  no  objeclion  to  the  applicaiiaa 
of  thai  fonA  far  ihefnrpoab 
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llie  Bill  thea  passed  through  a  Com* 
miUee,  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to* 
morrow. 
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Monday t  December  7. 
Petition  from  Leicbiter  Clergy  bb- 

SPECTtNG    THE  RoMAN   CatHOUCS.]      Mf. 

Lee  Keck  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
archdeacon  and  clefgy  of  the  archdea- 
conry and  county  of  Leicester,  setting 
forth, 

*'  That  the  archdeacon  and  clergy  afore- 
said, take  the  liberty  of  statifrg  to  the 
House,  that  although  they  have  hitherto 
been  passive  observers  of   the  growing 
claims  of  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
the  period  is  now  arrived  when  silence 
jnight  seem   to  sanction    those   general 
claims  of  freedom  from  all  disabilities,  which 
they  beg  leave  to  oppose  for  the  following 
reasons ;  viz.  that  the  repeal  of  the  restric- 
tive statutes,  graciously  intended  to  pacify 
the  discontents  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
hath  only  served  to  render  their  discon- 
tents less  peaceful ;    that  civil  privileges 
awarded  to  them  as  the  ultimatum  of  their 
desires,  and,  upon  their  own  avowal,  as 
closing  the  doors  of  parliament  against 
them,  were  received  with  a  secret  reserve 
of  being  only  pro   hoc   vice,   and    have 
opened  a  still  wider  door  for  future  de- 
mands :    that  concessions  seem  only  to 
have  be^^otten  fresh  concessions,  to  be  re- 
peated till  nothing  be  left  to  be  conceded, 
and  that  ^in  the  original  formation  of  a 
civil  government,    the  Roman  Catholics 
might  perhaps  demand  the  allowance  of 
their  claims,  but  in  one  already  formed, 
and  whose  constitutional  laws  are  funda- 
mentally hostile  to  such  claim,  they  can 
only  be  granted  upon  the  principle  of  ex- 
pediency, and  as  an  experiment  which  is 
{)regnant  with  danger  to  civil  and  religions 
iberty,  and  therefore  not  to  be  hazarded ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  do  not  and  cannot 
consider  this  question  in  a  political  view, 
to  the  exclusion  of  religious  principles,  all 
the  actions  of  morail  agents  being  in  one 
sense,  and  that  the  onl^  guarantee  of  in- 
tegrity strictly  of  a  religious  nature,  not 
less  so  in  the  cabinet  than  in  the  church  ; 
and  that  the  resistance  of  the  petitioners 
is  not  founded  merely  upon  any  difference 
in  the  creeds  of  Protestants  and  Roman 
Cathirfics  considered  in  the  abstract,  but 
upon  the  nature  of  this  difierence  as  in- 
volving  tenets   of    exclusive   salvation, 
foreign  allegiaiice«  aqd  infaUibility  of  ge- 


\  neral  councils ;  that  the  baneful  influence 
of  these  tenets  is  not  to  be  ascertained  from 
the  exterior  of  society  in  Protestant  esta- 
blishments, where  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  is  comparatively  small,  not  in 
Great  Britain,  where  they  are  kept  in 
check  bv  the  strong  arm  of  Protestant 
power;  but  in  Popish  governments,  by 
the  persecutions  of  all  without  the  pale  of 
their  own  Church,  but  exclusive  of  facts, 
that  iheir  tenets  are  so  incompatible  with 
the  civil  and  religious  liberty  of  our  con- 
stitution that  they  cannot  harmonize  to- 
gether, there  can  be  no  communion  of 
amity  and  unity  between  them ;  and  is  it 
to  be  imagined  that  the  possession  of  poli- 
tical poiver  will  operate  as  a  soporific  on 
tenets  always  active  in  self-aggrandize- 
ment, and  never  quiescent  unless  in  a  stale 
of  compression  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
cannot  by  any  casuistry  conscientiously 
pronounce  a  religion  to  be  corrupt  and 
idolatrous,  yet  appear  to  support  it ;  re- 
nounce communion  with  it  as  drroneous, 
and  yet  do  any  thing  that  may  contribute 
to  the  spread  of  its  errors ;     inTesi   its 
members  with  honour  and  power  which 
may  render  their  example  more  attrxctive, 
without  participating  in  the  corroption 
and  idolatry  of  those  who  may  thns  be 
misled;  and  that  the  principles  arowed  at 
the  Revolution,  recognized  and  interwoven 
in  the  very  texture  of  the  Coronation  Oath 
ever  since,  and  with  most  religious  firm- 
ness adhered  to  by  the  father  of  his  peo- 
ple, our  most  gracious,  venerable,  and 
beloved  monarch,  throughout  his  Tory  ar- 
duous reign,  embolden  us  to  hope  that  no 
peculiarity  of  times    and  circumstances 
will  lead  to  the  removal  of  those  sacred 
bulwarks  by  which  our  ancestors  have 
happily  secured  the  safety  of  the  Church, 
the  throne,  and  the  Protestant  community 
at  large  ;  and  that  howerer  desirious  the 
petitioners  may  be  to  conciliate  the  esteem 
and' proTO  their  charity  for  their  Roman 
Catholic    brethren,     by   acquiescing    in 
their  claims,  yet  the  paramount  doty  of 
preserving  the  existing  establishments  de- 
nies them  that  satisfaction,  and  obligee 
them  to  declare,  in  conjunction  with  the 
great  mass  of  the  Protestant  population  of 
the  empire,  Imd  it  is  humbly  hoped  of 
Protestant  Houses  of  Lords  and.Coamona— * 
Nolwnui  Leget  AngUa  Mtdon'/'— Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

'Great  GaiMSBT  ELECTiOR-^Pxrmoii 
OP  Electors.]  A  Petition  of  Charles  Low- 
cock,  William  Wray,  and  WiUiamNmdy, 
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free  borgeffset,  TOten,  and  electors  of  the 
boroagh  of  Great  Grimiby^  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  who  were  voters  and  voted  at 
the  last  election  for  members  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  said  bo- 
rough of  Great  Grimsby^  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  others,  free  burgesses  and 
voters  of  the  said  borough  of  Great 
Grimsby,  was  read  ;  setting  forth,    . 

'*  That,  at  the  last  election  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Great  Grimsby,  on  the  0th  of 
October    1812,    John   Henr}*'  Loft,  esq., 
Ebenezer  John  Collett,  esq..  Sir  Robert 
Heron,  bart,  and  John  Peter  Grant,  esq., 
were  candidates ;  and  that  the  said  peti- 
tioners, who  have  thereunto  signed  their 
names,  were  then  and  now  are  free  bur- 
gesses and^voters  of  the  said  borough,  and 
voted  at  the  said  last  election ;  and  that, 
on  the  5th  of  October  last,  being  the  day 
preceding  the  election,  William  Wardale, 
esq.,  the  mayor  of  the  said  borough,  and 
returning  officer,    held    a    full   court  of 
mayor,  aldermen,  common   councilmen, 
and  burgesses  of  the  said  boroush,  at  which 
said  court  the  said  W.  Wardale  did  par- 
tially and  corruptly,  wilfully,  unlawfully, 
and  of  his  own  authority,  admit  certain 
persons  to  the freedomof the  said  borough 
who  were  not  entitled  thereto,  and  did 
neglect  and  refuse  to  submit  to  the  consi- 
deration and  judgment  of  the  said  court, 
the  claimed  right  of  such  persons  to  be 
admitted  to  their  freedom,  which  by  the 
constitution  and  usage  of  the  said  borough 
he  ought  to  have  done ;  that  the  said  W. 
Wardale  did  also  partially  and  corruptly, 
wilfully,  unlawfully,  and  of  his  own  autho- 
rity, refuse  to  admit  certain  other  persons 
who  were  entitled  and  claimed  at  the  said 
full  court  to  be  admitted  freemen  of  the 
said  borough,  to  their  freedom  therein, 
some  of  whom  had  been  declared,  decided, 
and  established  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  to  have  such  claims,  rights,  and 
titles,  and  did  also  neglect  and  refuse  to 
submit  to  the  aldermen,  common  council- 
men,  and  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  in 
the  said  full  court  assembled,  the  rights 
and  claims  of  such  persons  to  be  admitted 
to  their  freedom  of  the  said  borough,  and 
which,  by  the  constitution  and  usage  of 
the  said  borough,  he  ought  to  have  done  ; 
that  the  said  W.  Wardale  did  wilfully, 
partially,  corruptly,  illegally,  and  of  his 
own  authority,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  realm,  the  constitution  and 
usage   of    the  said  borough,    and    also 
in  wilful   opposition  to  the  decisions  of 
Committees   of  the  House,   and    which 


decisions  had  been    established  by  Or^ 
ders  and  Resolutions  of  the  House,  per- 
sist  in  discharging  the  said  full  court  of 
mayor,   aldermen,  common  councilmen, 
and  burgesses  on  the  evening  of  the  said 
5th  of  October,  although  he  then  knew 
that  many  persons  who  had  rights  and 
claims  to  be  admitted  to  their  freedoms  of 
and  in  the  said  borough  were  then  waiting 
and  remaining  in  the  said  borough  for  that 
purpose,  who  had  spoken  to  him  the  said 
W.  Wardale  thereupon,  and  to  whom  he 
had  given  his  promise  that  the  said  full 
court  should  be  adjourned  until  the  next 
morning,  as  was  usually  and  heretofore 
the  case,  and  on  which  day,  being  Tues- 
day, it  ought  to  have  been  held :    but  he; 
6nding  that  the  whole,  or  nearly  so,  of  the 
persons  then  within  the   boroueb,  who 
were  likely  to  vote  for  the  said  sir  R. 
Heron  and.  J.  P.  Grant,  whose  cause  and 
interest  he  had  most  publicly  and  glaringly 
espoused,  had  gained  their  admissions,  he, 
by  the  most  determined,  wilful,  and  fla^ 
grant  injustice,  discharged  the  court,  not 
onl  V  without  putting  it  to  the  consideration 
and  judgment  of  the  aldermen,  common 
councilmen,  and  burgesses,  but  in  direct 
and  positive  opposition  to  the  almost  una- 
nimous  claim  of  them  all,  upon  a  motion 
put  by  one  alderman,  a  burgess,  and  se- 
conded by  another  alderman,  a  burgess, 
to  have  it  adjourned  to  the  next'  morning, 
as  by  law  and  the  custom  and  usage  of 
the  said  borough  he  ought  to  have  done, 
but  he  actually  did  order  the  discharge, 
and  did  discharge  the  said  court  accord- 
ingly without  any  adjournment ;  and  that, 
on  the  next  day,  the  6th  of  October  last, 
being  the  day  of  election,  great  numbers 
of  persons  having  undoubted  rights  and 
claims  to  be  admitted  to  their  freedoms 
of  the  said  borough,  did  make  application 
to  and  demand  of  the  said  W.  Wardale, 
in  court,  to  hold  a  full  court,  that  they 
might  be  legally  admitted,  and  did  demand 
and  claim  to  be  so  admitted  to  their  free- 
dom of  the  said  borough,  without  which 
they  were  incapable  of  using  their  elective 
franchises  and  birth-righu  at   the    said 
election  for  members  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament,  and  which  said  demands 
and  applications  for  the  said  full  court 
and  fldmisnons  to  the  freedom    of  the 
said  borough  were  supported  by    great 
numbers  of  the  aldermen,  common  coun* 
cilmen,  and  burgesses,  to  prevent  suck 
wilful,  determined,  and  flagrant  acts  of  in- 
justice;  but  the  said  W«  Wardale,  did 
most  wilfully,  wantoidjf  veaEattoasly.  coc^ 
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raptlj,  p«rttmlly»  illegiiUy^  and  of  his  «wb 
auftborttyy  refuse  to  bold  Bach  full  coutt 
for  tbe  admisMOD  of  the  said  persons  to 
their  freedoms  of  the  said  borough,  and 
did  refuse  to  put  their  claims  ior  tbdr 
admissionB  to  their  freedoms  of  the  said 
borough  to  Ae  aldermen,  comoMn  coun- 
cilmen,  and  burgesses  then  (and  there 
assembled,  but  did  most  wantonly,  vexa- 
tious] y,  and  corruptly  refuse  to  grant  then 
their  said  freedoms  of  the  said  borough, 
and  did  proceed  to  tbe  election  Without 
attending  to  those  persons  who  unim- 
peachably  claimed  their  freedoms  by  the 
uncpiestionable  rights  of  birth,  marriage, 
and  serTit«Mle,'which  claims  and  demands 
were  many  times  repeated  in  the  course 
of  the  said  6th  of  October  by  the  said 
parties,  and  by  burgesses  on  their  behalf, 
which  said  claims  and  demands  the  said 
W.  Wardale  constantly  resisted  and  re- 
fused,  as  also  to  put  their  said  claims  and 
demands  to  the  judgment  of  the  said  alder- 
men, common  cooncifanen,  and  burgesses 
so  assembled  for  their  decision,  which, 
according  to  the  usage  and  customs  of  the 
said  borough  of  Great  Grimsby,  he  ought 
to  have  done  ;  and,  for  the  neglect  of  so 
safasnitting  the  said  claims  to  the  said 
aldermen,  common  cooncilmen,  and  bar- 
gesses  so  assemUed,  the  said  W.  Wardale 
could  not  use  the  plea  of  igaoraace,  bar* 
mg  been  a  gownman  on  the  bench,  and 
taking  an  active  part  and  of  position  to 
John  Simpson  the  mayor  and  returning 
officer  of  the  said  borough  in  July  1802, 
when  the  said  John  Simpson  took  upon 
bimself  to  decide  like  claims  and  rights 
without  sobmluing  them  to  the  judgment 
and  decision  of  the  aldermeaj  comwoin 
cooncilmen,  and  bargesses'then  and  there 
assembled,  for  which  tbe  House,  to  mark 
its  indignation,  and  to  be  a  warning  and 
example  to  other  mayors  and  returning 
officers  of  the  said  borough  of  Great 
Grimsby,  did  coaimit  the  saS  John  Simp- 
son, the  then  said  mayor  and  returning 
officer,  to  his  majesty's  gaol  pf  Newgate : 
That  the  said  W.  Wardale,  at  and  during 
the  said  Isat  election,  did  act  most  pan* 
4ially  and  oomiptly  in  the  execution  of 
bis  said  •office  of  returning  officer,  aad  did 
at  the  poll  reject  the  TOtes  of  many  per- 
aoas  baying  right  and  lighls  to  vote  at  the 
•aid  election,  and  who  tendered  their  votes 
for  tbe  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  theniaid  £.  J. 
Collett  esquires,  and  which  votes  fae^  as 
each  returning  officer  at  the  said  election, 
aught  to  have .  received  and  admitted  on 
the  poll  $  Mid  tbA.  ^^  rtaions  that  they 
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were  not  so  received  and  pJaoed  on  the 
said  'poU,  were  his  own  acts  of  injustice, 
partiality,  and  corruption,  in  not  holding 
the  full  coart  for  their  admissions  to  their 
feeedoms  of  the  said  borough,  and  some  of 
which  persons  bad  been  decided  to  have 
legal  rights  by  a  (decision  of  a  Committee 
of  the  House  ^on  a  former  Petition  being 
tried :  That  the  said  W.  Wardale,  the 
said  mayor  and  returning  officer,  did,  at 
the  said  last  election,  receive  and  admit 
on  the  said  poll,  for  the  said  sir  R.  Heron, 
bart.,  and  J.  P.  Grant,  the  ▼otes  of  divers 
paupers,  fielon*convic(s,  non-residoit  or 
foreign  freemen,  and  others  who  bad  no 
right  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  and 
which  rotes  he,  the  said  W«  Wardale,  as 
such  rettnming  officer,  aught  to  hxTe  re- 
jected :  That  persons  having  righu  to  vote 
at  the  said  last  election,  and  who  went  for 
the  purpose  of  tendering  their  votes  for 
the  said  J.  H.  Loft,  aad  £.  J.  Collett,  were 
prevented  going  into  the  hall  by  armed 
persons,  stationed  at  the  door  by  the  said 
W.  Wardale,  the  said  returning  officer, 
and  never  could  tender  their  votes ;  and 
that  the  said  sir  R.  Heron,  hart.,  and  J.  P. 
Grant  were,  and  each  of  them,  by  bimself, 
his  agents,  managers,  and  others,  on  their 
and  bis  behalf,  before,  at,  and  during  tbe 
said  election,  and  before  aad  daring  tbe 
poll  taken  at  the  said  election,  guilty  of 
the  most  open  and .  notorious  bribery  and 
corraptioa  of  the  electors  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, to  give  their  rates  for  them  and 
each  of  them  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J. 
P.  Grant,  aad  to  refuse  and  forbear  to  give 
their  votes  for  the  said  J.  H«  Loft  aad  £. 
J.  Collett,  in  order  that  they  the  sfiid  sir 
R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant  nugbt  be  re- 
turned members  to  serve  in  this  present 
parliament  for  the  said  borough:  That 
the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grants 
and  each  of  them,  by  himself  his  agents 
and  managers,  and  by  other  persons  on 
his  and  their  behalf,  at  and  ouring  the 
said  election^  and  previous  to  the  same, 
did,  by  gifts,  loans  and  rewards,  and  by 
threats,  promises,  agreements  aad  secu- 
rities for  gifts,  loans  and  rewards,  corrupt 
and  procnve,  and  attempt  to  corrupt  and 
procure,  divers  persons,  being  electors  of 
tbe  said  borough,  to  give  their  votes  at  the 
said  election  for  them  the  said  sir  R.  Heroa 
and  J.  P.  Gran^  and  each  of  them,  that 
they  the  said  shr  R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant 
night  be  elected  and  returned  members 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for 
the  saul  borough ;  that  they  and  eaob  9i 
them  also  did^  by  gifUi  loans  and  rewards^ 
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And  by  threats^  promines  and  agreements, 
and  securities  for  gifts,  loans  and  rewards, 
corrupt  and  procure,  and  attempt  to  corrupt 
and  procure,  divers  persons  being  electors 
of  the  said  borough  to  refuse  and  forbear 
to  give  their  votes  at  the  said  election  for 
the  said  J.  H.  Lofl  and  E.  J.  Coltett,  that 
the  aaid  sir  R.  Heron  and  J*  P.  Grant 
might  be  elected  and  returned   for  the 
said  borough  :  That  the  said  sir  R.  Heron, 
bart.,  and  J.  P.  Grant,  and  each  of  them, 
by  hin)se1f,  his  agents,  managers,  friends, 
and  other  persons  on  his  and  therr  behalf, 
were  guilty  of  the  most  open  and  public 
bribery  and  corruption,  in  giving  sums  of 
money,  and  promises  and  securities  for 
sums  of  money  to  the  corporation,  and  to 
and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corpo- 
ration and  corporators,  such  corporators 
being  voters,  and  having  had  votes  in  the 
said  last  election  for  the  said  borough,  and 
that  they  were  also  guilty  of  bribery  and 
corruption  in  giving  sums  of  money  to  and 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  borough 
previous  to,  at,  and  during  the  said  last 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament  for  the  said  borough,  in 
order  that  thev  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  sind 
J.  P.  Grant  might  be  elected  and  returned 
members  to  sefve   in  this  present  parlia- 
nient  for  the  said  borough :  That  tlje  said 
sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant  did,  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  Itfst  parliament,   and 
after  the  issuing  of  the  writ  for  the  elec- 
tion of  this  present  parliament,  and  at  and 
during  the  said  last  election,  by  themselves 
and  their  agents,  managers  and  friends, 
and  by  others  on  their  behalf,  and  at  their 
charge,  and  each  of  them,  by  himself,  bis 
agents,  friends,  and  managers,  and    by 
others  on  bis  bebalf,  and  at  bis  charge, 
give,  present,  and  allow  to  divers  persons 
having  voices  in  the  said  election,  and  to 
and  tor  their  use  and  benefit,    money, 
meat,  drink,  entertainment,  and  provision, 
and  make  presents,  gifls,  rewards,  and  en- 
tertainments^   and  promises,  agreements, 
obligations,  and  engagements,  to  give  and 
allow  money,  meat,  drink,  provisions,  pre- 
sents, rewards,  and  entertainments  to  and 
for  divers  perions  having  voices  in  the  said 
last  election,  and  to  and  for  the  use,  ad- 
vantage, emolument,  benefit,  profit,  and 
preferment  of  such  persons,  in  order  that 
they  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant 
might  be  elected  and  returned,  and  fbr 
their  being  elected  and  returned  mem- 
bers'to  serve  in  this  present  parliament 
for  the  said  borough,  contrary  to  the  com- 
mon laws  and  custom*  of  Mtflianent,  in 
( VOL.  XXIV. )  • 
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violatidn  and  defiance  of  the   standing 
order  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  of  th« 
laws  and  statutes  of  this  kingdom,  particu* 
larly  an  Act  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  king 
William  5,  intituled.  An  Act  for  prevent- 
ing charge  and  expence  in  the  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  an  Act 
of  the  2d  of  king  George  the  2d,  intitled* 
An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption  in  the  elections  of 
member^  to  serve  in  parliament;  an  Act 
of  the  49lh  year  of  his  present  Majesty^ 
intitiedy  An  Act  for  better  securing  the  in* 
dependence  and  purity  of  parliament,  by 
preventing  the  procuring  or  obtaining  of 
seats  in  parliament  by  corrupt  practices  ; 
and  that  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P. 
Grant  did  each  of  them  declare  to  those 
persons  having  voices  in  the  said  election^ 
and  which  statements  were  made  previous 
thereto,  that  they  bad  the  intereist  of  two 
peers  of  parliament,  by  which  means  they 
acquired  an  undue  influence  over  many  of 
the  •  voters  who  would    otherwise    have 
voted  for  the  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  E.  J. 
Collett ;  and  that  by  this  unconstitutional 
mode,  in  violation  of  the  orders  of  the 
House,  and  by  other  undue  influence  and 
means  which  were  used,  many  votes  were 
lost  to  the  said  J.  FL  Loft  and  £.  J.  CoU 
lett,  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  sir  R« 
Heron  and  the  taid  J.   P.  Grant  being 
elected  and  returned  members  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  said  bo« 
rough  :  that  by  the  above-stated  and  other 
unlawful  means  the  said  sic  R.  Heron  and 
J.  P.  Grant  obtained  a  colourable  majority 
over  the  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  £.  J*  Collett 
of  votes  upon  the  poll  of  the  said  lastelec* 
tion,  and  were  returned  members  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  said  bo- 
rough of  Grimsby,  to  the  very  great  in* 
jury  of  the  petitioners,  and  many  other  of 
the  legal  electors  of  the  said  borough,  iit 
manifest  violation  of  their  privileges  and 
rights,  and  in  open  defiance  of  the  lawe 
and  freedom  oPi»election :  that  the  peti* 
tioners  humbly  conceive  that  the  said  J. 
H.  Loft  and  the  said  ^  J.  Collett  had  the 
greatest  number  of  legal  and  uncorrupted 
votes  at  the  said  last  election  ;  and  pray« 
ing,  that  the  House  will  be. pleased  to  take 
their  moU  peculiarly  hard  case  under  their 
most  serious  consideration,  and  that  they 
will  grant  them  such  relief  as  to  the  House 
may  seem  meet/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  16th  of  February. 
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JFkbbmbn.}  a  Petition  of  the  rev.  John 
Newman^  clerks  TbomM  Fenn  esq.  John 
Addiion  esq.j  Bobert  Andenon,  Bobert 
Daking,  Henry  Haywanf,  John  HoUnan 
the  yoonser^  Joseph  Herbert*  the  eldefj 
John  Barkitt,  Edward  Barkitt,  James  Ab- 
litt  the  eldeoand  John  Barker  the  younger, 
freemen  of  the  borough  of  Sudbury,  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  was  read ;  setting 
forth, 

<«  That,  pref  iously  to,  and  at,  the  last 
general  election,    the    petitioners   were 
freemen  of  the  said  borough  of  Sudbury, 
and  bad,  and  claimed  to  have,  a  ri^ht  to 
Tote  for  members  to  represent  the  said  bo- 
rough in  parliament ;  and  that,  at  the  said 
last  ffeneral  election,  sir  John  Cox  Hippes- 
ley  Bart,  and  Charles  Wyatt  esq.,  were 
candidates,  and  were  returned  as  members 
having  been  duly  elected  for  the  said  bo- 
rough ;    and  that,  after  the  teste  of  the 
writ  of  summons  for  the  election  of  proper 
|>erson8  to  represent  the  said  borough  of 
Sudbury,  and  before  the  said  election,  and 
also  at  and  during  the  time  of  the  said 
election,  and  before  the  return  made,  the 
aaid  Charles  Wyatt  did,  by  himself,  and 
by  his  agents  and  friends,  with  his  privity 
and  consent,  and  by  his  directions,  and  on 
his  behalf,  give  to  divers  electors  of  the 
sud  borough,  or  persons  being,  or  claim- 
ing to  be,  electors  of  the  said  borough, 
and  having  Totes  at  such  election,  money, 
meat,  drinkj  entertainment,  and  provisioOi 
and  thesaid  C.  Wyatt,  hisagentsandfriends, 
with  his  privity  and  consent,  and  by  his 
directions,  did  also  make  and  give  such 
persons,  so  having  Totes  as  aforesaid,  pre- 
sents, gifu,  rewards,  and  entertainments, 
and  did  also,  previously  to  and  at  the  time 
dTthe  said  election,  make*  promises  and 
agreements,  and  enter  into  obligations  and 
(sngagements,  to  give  and  allow  such  per- 
son^  money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  pre- 
sents, rewai^s,  and  entertainments,  in  or- 
der that  the  said  C.  Wyatt  might  be  elect- 
ed as  one  of  the- representatives  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  said  boroosh ;  and  that,  by 
reason  of  such  colidoct,  the  said  C.  Wyatt 
acted  in  defiance  of  the  standing  orders  of 
the  House,  and  in  tiolation  of  the  laws  and 
■tatntes  of  the  ^ealm,  and  thereby  the  pe- 
titioners submit  to  the  House  that  the  said 
C.  Wyatt  became  and  was  incapable  of 
boing  returned  or  elected  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  the  said  borough ;  and  that 
lfa«  petitioners  submit  to  the  House,  that 
the  Mid  C.  Wvatt,  having  so  becoOM  le* 
gaily  incapable  of  being  returned  and 
ekciad  as  one  ^f  the  representatif  es  for 
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the  said  borooflh,  sncbTOtes  uwere  given 
to  him  and  in  bis  favour  are  and  ought  lo 
be  considered  as  null  and  void  ;^  and  that 
the  return  and  election  of  the  a«ud  C. 
Wyatt,  ought  also  to  be  considered  as  null 
and  void;  and  that  the  said  C.  Wvatt 
ought  to  be  deemed  no  member  duly 
elected  for  the  said  borough ;  and  pray- 
ing,* that  a  day  may  be  appointed  by  the 
House  for  taking  the  premises  into  consi- 
deration, and  that  the  election  of  the  said 
C.  Wyatt  may  be  declared  null  and  void, 
and  his  incapacity  to  sit  and  vote  as  mem- 
ber for  the  said  borough  of  Sudbury,  be 
declared,  and  that  the  House  will  other- 
wise grant  to  the  petitioners  roch  relief  in 
the  premises  as  to  the  House  shall  seem 
meet/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  comnderatioa 
on  Tuesday  the  l6th  of  February* 

Haslbmers  Elbctiow— PariTioM  or 
Mbssss.  GaAVBs.]  A  Petition  of  Bicbard 
Graves  and  of  SMnuel  Colleton  GmTes,  of 
Hembury  Fort,  in  the  county  of  I>evofl, 
esquires,  was  presented  and  read  ;  aettiog 
forth, 

"  That,  at  the  last  election  of  memben 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Haslemere,  in  the  coonty  of 
Surrey,  the  right  hon.  Charles  Long,  Ro- 
bert Ward  esq.,  and  the  peUtioners,  were 
candidates;  and  that  George  Frederick 
Gordon,  who  then  exercised  the  office  of 
bailiff  of  the  said  borough,  and  acted  as  re- 
turning officer  thereof,  did,  after  a  poll  had 
been  duly  demanded  at  the  said  election, 
postpone  the  commencement  thereof  un- 
necessarily and  illegally  to  the  next  day 
at  12  o'clock,  under  a  fiilse  pretence,  for 
the  purpose  of  harassing  the  p<»titionen 
by  delay ;  and  thatihe  said  G.  F.  Gordon 
was,  at  and  before,  and  during,  the  said 
election,  guilty  of  gross  and  cormpt  par- 
tiality in  fovour  of  the  said  C.  Long  and 
B.  Ward,  to  the  injun^  of  the  petitioner!, 
and  did,  bj  himself  or  his  agent,  after 
the  dissolution  of  the  last  parliameot, 
and  the  issuing  the  writ  for  the  said 
election,  and  prevwos  to  the  closing  of 
the  poll,  allow,  or  cause  or  pmcufa 
to  be  giveki  and  allowed,  by  varioQs  ways 
and  means,  to  divers  persona  who  had 
or  claimed  a  right  to  vote  in  the  said  elec- 
tion* money  meat  drmk  entertainment 
and  provision,  and  did  make,  and  allow  to 
be  made,  promises  to  give  and  allow 
money  meat  drink  and  provisions  to  sncli 
persons,  or  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  soch 
pertonii  in  order  toobtaia  their  vote  at 
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the  Mid  election  fbr  tiie  said  C.  Long  and 
R.  Ward;  and  tbal  the  said  C.  Long  and 


R.  Ward,^  themselrea  or  their  agentSi 
their  frienda  e?  tbetr  adherents,  after  the 


te«ieof  the  wric,  before  and  during  the 
said  eSection,  by  Tariens  ways  and  means* 
did  gi?e«  allefr,  and  promise  and  permit 
to  lie  so  giren,  allowed^  and  promised, 
money  meat  drinle  proTtsion  and  enter- 
tainment to  di?ers  persons,  or  to  and  for 
the  use  of  divers  persons  claiming  a  right 
to  vote  at  the  said  election,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain their  Totes^  contrary  to  the  express 
law  of  the  land ;  and  that  the  said  6.  F. 
Gordon,  as  snch  returning  officer,  did  il- 
le^lty  admit  diTors  persons  to  yote  at  the 
said  election  for  the  said  C.  Long  and  R, 
Ward,  who  had  no  legal  or  good  right  to 
▼ate  at  sach  election,  and  rejected  and 
disallowed  the  Totes  of  several  persons 
who  bad  a  good  and  legal  right  and  title 
to  Tota  at  such  election,  and  who  tendered 
themselves  to  vote  for  the  petitioners,  and 
whose  votes  ooght  to  have  been  received 
and  entered  on  the  poll ;  and  that  divers 
other  persona,  who  were  duly  qualified  to 
vote  at  the  said  election^  and  who  were 
then  and  there  present  at  the  time  and 
place  of  the  said  eleciion,  who  were  ready, 
willing,  and  desiroaa  to  vote  for  the  peti* 
tioners,  were  intimidated  by  threats,  and 
were  thereby  and  otherwise  prevented  by 
the  said  C.  Long  and  R.  Ward,  or  their 
apents  or  others  on  their ,  behalf,  from 
giving  their  votes  for  the  peiitionera  as 
they  otherwise  would  have  done;  and 
that,  by  the  aforesaid  illegal  and  corrupt 
conduct  of  the  said  O.  F.  Gordon,  as  such 
retarniog  officer,  and  by  the  said  onlawfol 
and  corrupt  practices  of  the  said  C.  Long 
and  R.  Ward,  by  theinselves,  or  by  their 
agents  or  others  on  their  behalf,  the  said 
C.  Long  and  R.  Ward  obtained  a  colour- 
tfble  majority  over  the  petitreners,  and 
procured  themselvea  to  be  returned  for 
the  said  borough,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
petitioners,  and  in  violatiott  of  their 
rights;  whereas  the  petitioners  allege 
that  they  had  a  majority  of  good  and 
legal  toters,  who  were  willing  to  rete  for 
them,  and  tendered  their  votes ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  ought  to  have  been  re* 
turned  for  the  said  borough ;  and  that  the 
•aid  C.  Long  and  R.  Ward  were  riot  duhy 
end  sufficiently  qualified  bv  law  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  said  boroiirgh,  and 
that  they  are  also  disqualified  from  being 
elected  as  members  of  the  House  by  the 
'  ^ns  and  pheerposiessed  by  them  or 
oftkeiDiorlo  and  for  thei£  aaa  and 


benefit,  contrary  to  the  usage  and  pri* 
vileges  of  the  House,  and  to  the  express 
law  of  the  land;  and  praying,  that  the 
said  C.  Lang  .and  R»  Ward  may  be  de- 
clared not  duly  elected,  and  that  the  po» . 
titioners  may  be  declared  duly  elect- 
ed, and  the  seturo  amended  accordingly* 
and  that  the  petitioners  may  be  allowed 
sach  relief  as  t»  the  House  shall  appear 
meet.'' 

Ordered,  to  be  taken  inta  eonsideraiioB 
upon  the  18  th  <^  February. 

AdDRBSS     foa      COMBTUNlCATieMS      RB- 

spBCTiNe  THB  SftAYB  Tbadb.]  Mr.' 
WHbafiwiit,  observing  that  there  had  been 
recently  published  in  the.  dally  printa 
sottie  circuaEMtances  of  a  nature  calculated 
to  excite  the  attention  and  anxiety  of  all- 
those  wIk>  fok  an  interest  in  the  couftpleto. 
accomplisbment  of  that  most  important, 
object,  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  that  it  was  highly  advisable  that  tha 
most  salisfoctory  mformatton  relative  to 
these  circumstances  should  be  laid  befora> 
parliament,  moved  ''That  an  hurobla 
Address  be  presented  to  his  royal  highneaa 
the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  wil^  be  gra« 
oiously  pleased  to  give  diractieos  that 
thwe  be  laid  before  this  Haose,  copies  ofi 
all  commuiNcations  from  the  governor  o£ 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from  th* 

Svemorof  the  islanda  of  Eoorbon  and 
auritiusv  received  since  the  capture  oi 
these  settlements  respectively,  so  far  ear 
they  relate  to  the  carrying  on  of  th» 
Slave  Trade  in  those  settlements,  or  its 
any  of  the  iietgblMmring  islands/' 

Mr.  Ikmme  saidy  ha  did  not  rise  to  op« 
pose  the  motion,  bat  he  could  not  refrain 
firott  saving  that  if  an  eiteuse  were  want^^ 
ing  for  that  sort  of  evasion  of  the  Abolition 
Bill,  of  which  the  honourable  membef 
complained,  it  was  to  be  found  in  that 
system  of  recruiting  in  Africa  which  had 
lieen  lately  established  vMtt  the  authority 
of  government  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
op  the  ranks  of  th^  Black  regiments  in 
the  West  Indies ;  a  system  which,  while 
H  had  the  eieet  of  reviving,  nay  and  of 
perBetaating  all  the  evils  of  a  trade  whiok 
had  been  characterised  as  inhuman  am| 
nojustb  had,  at  the  same  time,  the  cfiTect  of 
inducing  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  a  doubt 
of  the  sincerity  and  good  foith  of  our  in* 
trntions  on  the  great  question  of  the  abo» 
litlcn  of  that  trader  and  aa  a  time,  toc^ 
when  aa  his  Mayesly's  minislers  had  before 
informed  the  Heuse,  they  were  usin|; 
their  uMMt  ettdeffenra  to  aSwt  a  general 
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co-operatiob  in  the  total  abandonment  of 
tlie  trade«  upon  which- that  amelioration 
in  the  state  of  Africa  which  we  content- 
plate  must  mainly  depend.  It  was  no 
answer  to  say,  that  ,the  object  of  this  re* 
cmiting  establishment  was  to  procure  itee> 
persons  only.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
where  persons  were  to  be  found  in  Africa 
to  exercise  any  discretion  upon  the  ques* 
tion  of  enlistment^  but  admitting  it  to  be 
practicable ;  stilly  as  the  procuring  of  men 
there  was  the  object  in  view,  and  as  that 
object  might  be  accomplished  by  means 
not  unlike  the  means  resorted  to  during 
the  continuance  of  the  trade,  which  it 
would  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  govern- 
neht  there  t6  controul  or  prevent,  that 
of  itself,  should  have  been  a  motive  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  this  evil  establishment, 
at  least  with  those  who  sincerely  felt 
anxious  (o  see  the  practical  beneGts  of 
the  abolition  manifesting  themselves  in 
Africa. 

Lord  CanUreagh  remarked,  that  as  no 
objection  was  '.made  to  the  production  of 
the  papers  moved  for  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man near  him,  whatever  foundation  there 
might  be  for  the  apprehension  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  would 
be  a  subject  better  ^tted  for  discussion 
on  some  future  day  when  these  papers 
night  be  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bennct  wished  to  know  whether  or 
not,  in  spite  of  our  efibrts  to  prevent  it, 
the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  did  not 
carty  on  a  traffic  for  slaves  with  the  Bri- 
tish colonies— a  traffic  composed  of  piracy 
and  oppression  ?  He  wished  also  to  make 
another  inquiry  connected  with  this  in- 
teresting subject.  We  had  a  chain  of 
Ibrtsin  Africa,  which,  during  the  existence 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  were  used  as  depots 
ibr  slaves.  He  was  positively  informed, 
that  during  last  summer,  the  governors  of 
some  of  these  forts  actually  supplied  no 
less  than  47  Portuguese  vessels  with 
slaves.  Had  steps  been  taken  by  govern- 
ment to  put  an  end  to  this  shameful 
abuse? 

Lord  Coiikreagh  expressed  his  regret 
at  not  being  able  at  that  moment  com  - 
pietely  to  satisfy  the  hon.  gentleman's 
enquiFies.  He  could  assure  him,  however, 
that  the  exertions  of  his  Majesty's  govern* 
ment  had  been  used  most  siitcerely  to  pre- 
vail upon  those  countries  with  which  they 
had  any  influence  to  concur  in  termi- 
nating this  abominable  traffic.  He  trusted 
that  these  countries  w«re  inclined  u> 
adopt  the  meaaom  auggesicd  to 'them  lor 


that  purpose,  and  that  the  trade  wouki 
soon  be  wholly  suppressed.  With  respect 
to  the  statement  made  l>y  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernors of  some  of  our  forts  in  Africa,  all 
he  could  say  was,  that  t^e  information  al- 
luded to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  bad  not 
come  within  his  knowledge* 

The  ChoHceihri^  the  &cckequer&Mt  ibiM 
the  forts  mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man were  under  consideration  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Perceval's  death,  but  the  change 
of  government,  which  followed  upon  that 
event,  prevented,  as  yet,  any  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Benne$  wished  to  know  whether 
the  government  had  received  any  commu- 
nication respecting  tlie  breach  of  the 
Abolition  Act  by  the  govemora  of  any 
of  these  forts  ? 

Mr.  GouUmrn  said,  there  had  been  one 
communication  to  that  effect,  made  to  the 
naval  commander  upon  that  station,  but 
upon  investigation  it  was  found  to  have 
been  groundless. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WUbaforcc  proceeded  to  move  for 
further  papers .  connected  with  the  aane 
subject.  He  confessed  that  he  had  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Browne)  with  some  disquiet,  as,  in  the 
early  part  of  it,  there  seemed  an  intima- 
tion similar  to  that  which  had  so  frequently 
been  urged  in  parliament  against  the  abo- 
lition itself,  namely,  that  the  existence  of 
an  enormity  in  one  place  justified  the 
practice  of  an  enormity  in  another.  This 
disquiet,  however,  was  removed  by  the 
conclusion  of  the  hon.  geiitleman'a  obser- 
vations. With  respect  to  the  scheme  of 
enlisting  Africans  on  the  coast,  to  fill  up 
the  black  corps  in  the  West  Indies,  he 
confessed  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
original  intention  of  carrying  thatacheme 
into  effect,  and  that  he  thought  it  was  ac- 
companied by  guards  sufficient  to  prevent 
it  from  being  abused.  How  far  these  guards 
had  actually  turned  out  to  be  adequate  to 
their  object,  was  certainly  a  question  of 
considerable  importance ;  and  one  which 
ought  to  be  investigated  deliberately,  and 
not  incidentally.  But  at  any  rate,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  all  idea  of  compul- 
sion— of  slaverv— was  wholly  out  of  the 
question.—With  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
our  navy  on .  the  African  station,  it  had 
been  such  as  reflected  upon  it  the  highest 
credit.  Even  the  common  sailors  had  re* 
fused  to  share  the  wages  of  iniquity ;  in  one 
case  in  pariicvlari  ia  which  a  nuotber  of 
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unfortunate  African  slavesj  men,  women, 
and  children,  had  been  discovered  hidden 
on  board  a  vessel .  professedly  laden  with 
cattle.  These  wretched  beings  had  been 
induced  to  conceal  themselves  and  tp  ab- 
stain almost  from  breathing,  by  the  master 
of  the  vessel,  who  told  them,  that  if  they 
were  discovered,  they  would  be  killed  and 
eaten.  They  were,  however,  discovered 
and  released,  and  this  occurrence  aflforded 
an  additional  proof  of  that  humanity  by 
whicb  our  tiaval  officers  and  seamen  were 
no  less  distinguished  than  by  their  bravery, 
and  the  eminent  services  they  had  ren- 
dered to  their  country.  As  to  the  abuses 
that  were  alleged  to  have  crept  into  the 
enlisting  for  the  black  corps,  he  repeated 
that  they  ought  to  be  enquired  into,  and 
if  they. really  existed,  to  be  stopped. 
But  he  confessed  he  did  not  believe,  that 
with  the  guards  which  had  been  devised, 
any  such  abuses  could  prevail.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House,  copies  of  all  communi- 
cations received  by  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  from  the  chief 
naval  officer  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
so  far  as  they  respect  the  carrying  on  of 
the  Slave  Trade  in  that  settlement,  or  in  any 
of  the  neighbouring  isUnds/'— Ordered. 

GaAMT  TO  THE  MxaQUIS  OF  WELLING- 
TON.] The  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Con^mittee  of  the  whole  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 


the  gallant  general,  upon  bis  signal  services, 
upon  bis  high  merits  and  great  achieve- 
ments, there  could  exist  no  diflerence  of 
opinion.  The  House  should  recollect,  that 
the  honours  whicb  had  been  bitberto  con« 
ferred.on  lord  Wellington  by  his  sovereign, 
were  not  sought  for  by  him ;  that  sucb 
honours  were  not  conferred  merely  for  the 
gratification  of -the  individual,  to  be  worn 
by  him  as  memorials  of  his  military  great- 
neu,  and  testimonies  of  his  sovereign's  re* 
gard,  they*  were  conferred  as  an  example 
to  others— that  they  might  feel  those  mo- 
tives to  noble  exertion,  to  gallant  seryice, 
and  military  fame,  which  could  not  fail  to 
hold  out  a  generous  excitement  iOf  every, 
person  that  had  the  happiness  to  live  under 
our  free  and  happy  constitution..  Ho- 
nours of  such  a  nature  should  be  always 
conferred  less  with  a  view  to  the  indivi- 
dual than  to  their  general  effects ;  but  the 
House  must  also  feel,  that  in  conferring 
such  honours,  there  was  at  least  an  im- 
plied engagement  that  they  should  bte 
neither  burthensome  nor  painful  to  the  per- 
son who  received  them,  but  conferred  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  tbem  worthy  both 
of  the  crown  and  of  the  people.  Ine  ho- 
nours with  which  the  marquis  of  Wellmg- 
ton  had  bcien  graced,  were  not  merely 
bestowed  by  the  crown,  but  were  called 
for  by  the  voice  of  the  nation.  And  he 
might  say  wiih  truth,  that  the  sanction 
and  approbation  of  that  House  had  followed 

,  ^  _       so  closely  upon  the  gift  of  the  sovereign, 

rrince  Regent's  Message,  relative  to  the    that  the  honours  of  the  brave  general  were 


marquis  of  Wellington.     On  the  Message 
being  read  by  the  chairman. 

Lord  CnUicreagh  said,  that  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  Message 
which  his  Koyal  Highness  had  been  graci- 
ously pleased  to  lay  before  them,  he  might, 
be  believed,  feel  and  express  a  confidence 
that,  at  least  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Message,  there  couid  exist  but  little,  if  any 
variety  of  opinion.  There  was,  be  was 
convinced »  no  person  who  then  heard  him, 
that  could  feel  any  unwillingness  to  repay 
the  services  of  so  gallant  and  so  distin- 
guished an  officer  as  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington, wiih  every  title  of  honour  that 
the  crown  could  confer,  and  every  pecu- 
niary reward  the  country  could  aSbrd  to 
bestow.  Whatever  difficulty  there  might 
^i*i  in  the  calculation  of  what  was  due  to 
his  services,  end  what  was  due  to  the  na- 
tion ;  whatever  might  be  the  limiu  they 
would  feel  it  necessary  to  impose  upon 
the  principle  of  the  Message,  and  the  gene- 
rosity that  dictated  it,  upon  the  claims  of 


not  less  under  the  sanction  of  parliament 
than  of  the  croWn.  By  such  conduct  they 
had,  at  least,  marked  the  extent  of  hie 
claims.  Lord  Wellington,  though  yet  a 
young  man,  though  much  he-  hoped  of 
his  valuable  life  would  be  vet  spent  in  the 
service  of  his  country ;  however,  young 
as  he  was,  he  had  received  more  testi- 
monies of  his  sovereign's  favour  thaii  any 
subject  who  lived  before  his  time,  not  ex- 
cepting even  the  great  duke  of  Marlbo* 
rough.  It  was  the  singular  fortune  of  that 
distinguished  officer,  that  in  addition  to  the 
rewards  and  honours  bestowed  by  his  sove- 
reign, he  had  received  upon  six  different 
occasions  what  was  not  less  flattering  or  lesa 
honourable,  the  thanks  of  that  House:^-on 
lord  Wellington,  who  was  younger  in  years 
but  not  in  experience,  the  thanks  ot  that 
House  had  been  conferred  not  less  than 
eight  times,  six  of  which  had  been  for  his 
services  on  the  peninsula,  where  he  waa 
opposed,  not  as  he  had  been  before  to  an 
Indian  enemy,  but  to  armies  long  accoa* 
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tomed  to  Tictory^  to  armiefl  commanded 
by  tnen  of  the  first  milrtary  talentSj  tranied 
in  the  school  of  danger  and  experience, 
confident  of  saccess,  for  they  had  been 
accnstomed  to  conquest,  with  their  laorels 
fresb  and  yet  blooming  round  them.  Such 
were  tbe  armies,  such  were  the  captains 
Whose  laurels  withered  before  the  bright 
ilest  of  his  fame.  Fortubately  for  the 
world,  tbose  laurels  had  been  transplanted 
to  another  region  where  they  Would 
flourish,  he  hoped,  for  erer,  not  for  the  de- 
struction of  nninkind,  but  for  tbe  protec- 
tidnof  their  liberties  and  their  reKgion, 
tfnd  their  rights.  Neter  did  the  country 
piroduce  a  man  who  had  received  so  large 
s  measure  of  psnrliamentary  and  national 
approbation.  No  man  had  been  ever  so 
greatly  and  so  justly  distingofished.  In 
the  peninsula,  taking  all  together,  his  cata- 
logue of  successes  unchequered  by  any 
thing  to  diminish  their  glory,  vtas  the 
greatest  that  any  individual  ever  before 
bad  to  boost  of.  Those  successes  were  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House.  £very  per* 
^n  v^ho  heard  hrrh  must  recollect  the 
battle  o^  Busa^o,  in  which  a  yictory  was 

fkined  over  nearly  double  numbers ;  the 
attle  6f  Fuente  de  Honore,  and  other 
battles  which,  K  not  fought  immediately 
under  his  eye,  were  fought  atleast  under  his 
direction ;  also  the  battle  of  Albuctra ;  but, 
ibove  all,  the  attack  upon  tbe  bridge  of 
AitMjet,  conducted  b^  general  Hill, 
under  tbe  direction  of  lord  Wellington. 
Soult  confessed,  that  from  the  moment  of 
Chat  succesBfol  attack,  tbe  measures  he  had 

Slanned  with  Marmbnt  were  completely 
eranged.  The  army  of  Spain  was  forced 
io  act  in  two  divisions,  and  its  generals 
trtrt  prevented  firom  their  intended  co- 
operation, ft  was  indeed  true,  that  his 
aplendid  course  of  military  successes  war 
not  unchequered  by  retreat.  Retreat, 
boWever,  was  not  defeat :  and  in  the  re- 
treat to  which  circumstances  obliged  him, 
he  still  gave  evidence  that  the  resources 
of  a  great  mind  did  not  forsake  him.  In 
short,  within  the  space  of  four  years,  he 
bad  beaten  the  proudest  marshals  of 
France.  He  had  beaten  Marmont,  he  h«] 
beaten  Soult^  who  was  himself  considered 
As  a  host;  he  had  beaten  Matsena  and 
Ney,  and  Jourdan.  In  no  one  insunce 
did  he  lead  a  British  army  into  the  field, 
in  which  they  were  not  crowns  with 
glory  and  success.  He  presented  the  new 
and 'grand  spectacle  of  four  years  suc- 
cesies.  without  any  of  the  disaaters  that 
are '  naturally   attendant  upon  military 
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operations.  It  was  not  neeeasary  t»  preti 
these  things  upon  tbe  attention  of  tbe 
House,  they  were  th  the  recoHectsoW  q# 
every  person.  The  questions  now  fbr 
them  to  consider  were ;  first.  What  waa 
the  policy;  and,  2dly,  What  were  the 
means  of  rewarding  such  servicea  \  With 
respect  to  the  policy  of  rewarding  military 
servicea.although  there  were  many  qnct- 
trons  of  policy,  in  the  consideration  of 
which  he  would  not  refer  for  examples  to 
the  councils  of  the  enemy,  there  cooM  not 
however  be  a  better  policy  than  theirs  id 
so  far  as  it  reffarded  rewards  for  military 
service.  Let  them  look  to  France;  oonld 
they  find  in  that  country  one  eeneval  of 
any  merit,  who  was  not  loaicled  with  all 
the  rewards  and  tbe  honours  that  it  waa 
in  the  power  of  their  ruler  to  confer  ? 
DilTerent,  indeed,  far  different  wer«  they 
from  the  rewards  and  the  honours  of  the 
gallant  marquis;  difierent  in  tho  grace 
that  belonged  to  them ;  difierent  in  the 
services  that  gainec)  them,  and  in  the 
principle  on  which  they  were  bestowed. 
.They,  it  wto  true,  were  highly  rewarded, 
but  therr  rewards  wereauch  as  the  brave 
Wellington  would  disdain  to  accept.  A 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  had 
truly  statea  upon  a  former  aecasioa,  that 
though  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Portu- 
guese army,  the  pay  atCeadanl  upon 
which  situation  was  not  less  than  S,000£»  a 
year,  when  asked  to  accept  that  pay,  he 
answered,  that  whatever  services  were  m 
his  power,  he  would  be  always  willing  to 
perform  for  Portugal ;  bM  as  he  received 
the  pay  of  his  own  sovereign,  he  vaoaM 
not  accept  of  it  from^  another.  The  pay 
had  been  sufiered  to  accamuhte  in  tha 
expectation  that  his  feelings  might  at  sMae 
time  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  it.  He 
waa  apprised  thai  tne  money. was  to  be 
delivered  to  hhn,  bat  with  a  generoeity 
never  before  excelled,  with  the  noble 
self-denial  of  a  soldier,  be  begged  it  aboaid 
be  disposed  of  for  the  Portogv^se  army.*« 
Reverting  ta  the  system  of  Uie  FreQch 
army,  the  noble  lord  observed,  that  not 
only  were  the  saccessfbl  officers  of  thai 
army  rewarded  with  aoch  honoara  ai 
could  be  bestowed  on  them,  but  with  pe»» 
sessions  (which  it  waa  a  disgrace  to  ac» 
cept)  granted  out  of  the  countries  which 
they  had  devaatated,  in  pm^suance  of  that 
unf!istifiable  prhiciple  on  which  modem 
Franca  had  uniformly  acted,  of  making 
che^  territory  of  one  sovereign  afibrd  the 
means  of  d«^aling  tbe  domiaionl  of  ana* 
iher-^Happily   a  difierent  ayatampra* 
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▼ailed,  tnd  he  trasted  woald  ever  preTAil 
ifi  this  ooaotry.  The  troopft  of  Great 
Britaia  ifeAt  forth  to  fight  for  the  iotereits 
and  tfanquillity  of  other  natiotiB  as  well  as 
of  their  Ofm ;  and  their  officers*  although 
they  might  accept  the  hooonrs  conferred 
on  them  by  the  legitimate  sovereigns  of 
the  countries  in  whose  caose  they  were 
contending,  were  not  disposed  to  a?ail 
themselves  of  any  pecuniary  advantage, 
unleu  it  flowed  from,  the  country  to  which 
they  belonged.— >He  now  came  to  consider 
what,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  becoming 
in  parliament  to  grant  hi  the  present  in- 
ftance.  If  he  had  to  consider  lord  Wel- 
lington's services  in  a  similar  point  of 
view  to  that  which  called  forth  the  muni- 
ficence of  parliament  on  a  former  occ^on 
-^if  be  had  to  consider  them  under  cir* 
cumstances  similar  to  those  opder  which 
lord  Nelson's  services  had  been  considered 
— if  such  a  calamity  had  occurred  as  the 
death  of  the  noble  marquis  (and  no  greater 
calamity  could  befall  the  country  than 
the  loss  of  such  a  treasure) ;  if  the  noble 
marquis  were  by  such  a  melancholy  oc- 
currence put  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fur-^ 
ther  favour  of  the  crown  and  the  further 
notice  of  parliament,  he  should  then,  in 
sobnittinff  a  proposition  to  the  Committee 
on  behalf  of  the  noble  marquis's  family, 
be  influenced  by  a  very  difierent  feeling ; 
but,  considering  that  lord  Wellington  was 
comparatively  young  in  the  service,  con* 
sidering  that  he  was  placed  in  a  great 
crisis,  which  had,  indeed,  principally 
arisen  out  of  the  noble  lord's  own  exer- 
tions in  the  peninsula;  considering  that 
he  might  yet  render  important  advantages 
to  his  conntry  and  to  the  world,  he  was 
not  willing,  however  high  his  merit,  that 
the  honours  of  the  crown  and  the  bounty 
of  parliament  should  be  at  once  exhausted 
upon  him.  Under  these  circumstances 
he  was  anxious  to  submit  to  the  Commit- 
tee such  a.  proposition  as  should  at  once 
mark  their  sense  of  his  great  and  glorious 
services,  and  their  recollection  Uiat  he 
might,  and  in  all  probability  would,  ex-' 
perienoe  tbe  further  favour  of  the  sove- 
reign and  tbe  further  bounty  of  parlia- 
ment* An  additional  motive  to  a  concur- 
tence  in  the  ▼ote  which  he  should  have 
the  hononr  to  propose,  and  which  he  was 
sore  that  the  Committee  would  seiae  with 
avidity,  was,  that  by  a  happy  coincidence 
of  circumstances,  the  manor  of  Wellington, 
from  which  the  noble  lord  derived  his 
title«  bid  passed  from  its  former  owner 


into  the  possession  of  an  individual  who 
would  be  too  happy,  if  parliament  agrcM 
to  the  prophosed  vote,  to  surrender  it  ia 
order  that  it  might  be  handed  down  to 
posterity,  as  the  spot  granted  by  the  l^is^ 
lature  in  testimony  of  their  approbation «of 
the  services  of  that  illustrious  individual 
by  whom  that  title  was  first  assumed, 
with  this  view,  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
Committee  would  deem  that  he  best  di»* 
charged  his  duty  by  proposing  that  a  suni 
of  money  should  be  vested  in  trustees  for 
the  purchase  of  buds  to  descend  with  the 
title  of  Wellington,  and  to  "be  enjoyed  by 
the  future  representatives  of  the  noble  mar« 
quis.  He  would,  therefore,  not'  trespase 
further  on  tbe  time  of  the  House,  but  con* 
elude  with  moving,  "^  That  it  is  the  opi* 
nion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  sumi  no| 
exeeeding  iOO,0(K)t  be  granted  to  hia 
Majesty,  to  be  vested  in  trustees,  for  the 
use  of  tbe  marquis  of  Wellingtpn  and  such 
other  persons  on  whom  the  title  of  marquis 
of  Wellington  shall  descend,  and  to  be 
employed  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  tone* 
ments  and  hereditaments  to  accompany 
the  said  title,  %nd  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever." 

Mr.  Whkdicd  Keene  did  not  rise  for  the< 
purpose  of  opposing  the  motion.  In  all 
military  cases,  when  a  reward  was  asked, 
proper  attention  should  be  paid  in  proper* 
tioning  it  to  the  quantity  of  forces  by 
which  tbe  achievement  had  been  per-* 
formed ;  but  the  success  of  tbe  marquis  of 
Welliofftoo,  especially  considering  the 
means  he  had  at  his  disposal,  had  far  sor«  ^ 
passed  the  most  sanguine  expectations. 
Considering  the  price  of  landed  property, 
he  did  not  conceive  the  present  grant  as 
too  considerable,  and  when  he  reflected 
that  the  marquis  of  Wellington's  services 
were  warm  in  the  minds  of  every  one.  he 
even  thought  that  the  House  might  have 
gone  farther. 

Sir  Frauds  fierdlrti  said,  that  however 
strong  the  claims  of  lord  Wellington  might 
be,  he  could  not  think  that  &ey  were 
much  advanced  by  the  advocacy  of  the  - 
noble  lord  or  of  the  bon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down.  The  noble  load  bad 
dwelt,  with  much  satifaction,  on  the  pecu* 
liar  advantages  and  blessings  of  our  happ^ 
constitution,  under  which  such  opportune 
ties  were  afforded  of  rewarding  merit ; 
but  before  this  praise  waa  entirely  ac« 
qoiesced  in,  there  were  two  consideratione 
which  presented  themselves  to  those  who 
were  appointed  the  gi^iani  of  the  pain 
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lie  properly— namely,  the  merit  of  the 
clAmant  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  se- 
cond, one  of  not  inferior  importance,  out 
of  what  fund  the  proposed  remuneration 
ought  to  come.  On  this  last  point  he  was 
of  opinion,' that  while  such  enormous  funds 
were  in  the  hands  and  at  the  disposal  of 
government,  and  while  the  amount  of 
taxation  was  so  great  and  so  complicated, 
as  to  render  rts  collection  in  a  great  de- 
gree impossible — while  all  this  ^'as  the 
case,  ministers  ought  to  be  ashamed  to 
apply  to  the  public  parse.  In  the  re* 
sources  and  the  patronage  they  possessed, 
there  were  surely  abundant  means  of  re- 
muneration; and  it  should  be  recollected, 
that '  when  there  was  a  general  outcry 
>  against  the  number  of  sinecure  places,  the 
ready  and  constant  answer  was,  that  these 
places  in  the  hands  of  government  enabled 
them  to  reward  the  services  performed  by 
the  servants  of  the  public.  If  this  were 
the  defence,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  funds  accruing  from  those  places 
should  be  appropriated  as  they  were  said 
to  be.  But  there  was  also  another  fund  on 
which  it  would  have  been  more  becoming 
in  ministers  to  have  drawn — he  meant  the 
Droits  of  Admiralty,  which  strictly  ought 
to  be  appropriated  to  reward  the  services 
of  naval  officers,  except  where  they  were 
applied  to  the  purpose  which  had  been 
stated  the  other  night,  of  indemnity  in  the 
case  of  American  captures,  in  the  event 
of  a  peace  with  that  power.  But  when 
this  fund  was  employed  iu  grants  to  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  accept  of  them,  and  in  olher  purposes 
equally-  foreign  from  their  original  and 
proper  designation,  he  then  thought  that 
It  might  also  be  found  fit  to  apply  them 
on  the  present  occasion  also.  With  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  marquis 
who  was  the  subject  of  the  present  motion, 
the 'noble  lord  had  told  them  that  re- 
treat was  no  proof  of  demerit;  unques- 
tionably not ;  and  there  were  many  in- 
stances on  record  of  late  ^'ears,  in  which 
retreats  had  been  conducted  in  such  a 
manner,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as 
placed  them  far  beyond  the  most  bril- 
liant victories ;  but  this  was  the  first  time 
he  ever  heard  that  there  wa.s  merit  or 
glory  in  a  most  disastroas  retreat.  He  was 
not  perfectly  sure  that  the  military  hospi- 
tals had  not  been  abandoned,  but  from  all 
that  could  be  known  from  returns,  private 
letters,  &c.  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  the  losses  incurred  in  the  retreat 
from  Burgos  wer«  not  much  les||  than  in 


that  of  general  Moore.  Though  a  retreat 
might  be  no  proof  of  demerit  on  the  pan 
of  a  general,  he  could  not  think  it  fur- 
nished grounds  on  which  to  call  for  par- 
liamentary remuneration.  To  him«  as  a 
man  of  a  plain  way  of  thinking,  it  appear- 
ed, that  the  results  of  ,the  campaign  bad 
been  disaster  and  defeat  The  victory  of 
Salamanca  appeared  to  be  a  victory 
forced  upon  lord  Wellington.  After  that 
victory  he  could  wish  it  to  be  explained 
whether  it  was  good  conduct  to  proceed 
against  Bargos,  whether  in  the  conduct  of 
that  siege  there  was  a  want  of  ability  in 
the  commander,  whether  the  project  was 
a  bad  one,  or  whether  the  ministers  of  this 
country  had  given  him  positive  orders  to 
advance  against  it  without  furnishing  him 
with  the  means  of  taking  it  In  one  of 
lord  Wellington's  dispatches  there  was  a 
singular  paragraph  ;  *'  Your  lordship  is 
aware  I  had  little  hopes  of  success  at 
Burgos ;  yet  after  the  battle  of  Salamanca 
it  was  necessary  to  proceed  against 
Burgos,  to  ensure  the  suQcess  of  tha  cam- 
paign." Thus,  then,  the  consequence  of 
that  victory  was  disaster.  He  did  not 
wish  to  undervalue  the  services  of  Lord 
Wellington,  but  the  victories  he  bad  gain- 
ed in  Spain  had  none  of  the  characteristics 
which  disiinguished  those  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough.  The  advantages  that  ge- 
neral gained  he  retained  ;  yet  it  was  not 
till  after  the  decisive  battle  of  Blenheim 
that  parliament  rewarded  his  services. 
Now  in  the  peninsula  it  had  been  observed, 
and  by  military  men  too,  tlmt  marqais 
Wellington  had  brought  his  army  into  dif- 
ficnliies,  but  his  men  had  fought  bim  out 
of  them  again,  and  that  iu  the  capture  of 
the  fortresses  which  he  had  won,  a  waste 
of  life  was  to  be  complained  of.  This  be 
understood  to  have  been  the  case  at 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajos,  which 
places  had  been  stormed  without  a  breach 
being  previously  made.  A  similar  com* 
plaint  he  had  heard  respecting  Burgos. 
He  did  not  wish  to  divide  the  Hoaae  on 
the  grant,  but  he  wished  to  move  that  the 
consideration  of  the  grant  should  be  de- 
ferred till  some  enquiry  had  been  made 
into  this  extraordinary  campaign.  He 
did  not  see  that  (latter ins  success  wfaicb 
the  noble  lord  thought  be  saw  in  the 
siege  of  Cadiz  having  been  raised  by 
the  enemy.  The  cause  of  Spain  to  hioi 
appeared  infinitely  more  hopeless  than  ii 
was  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign. If  lord  Wellington  had  never 
marched  to  Madrid,  and  if  he  had  not 
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gained  the  battle  oF  Salamanca,  there 
would  have  been  infinitely  more  hope  than 
there  was  after  those  eyenta  had  taken 
place,  seeing  the  Spaniards  had  not  joined 
us  with  that  spirit  with  which  ministers  de- 
luded themselves,  and  would  fain  delude 
the  House  to  believe  in  existence.  The 
reverse  of  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
facti  and  therefore  he  thought  the  case  of 
the  peninsula  more  deplorable  than  ever. 
He  wished  to  move,  "  that  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  grant  be  deferred  till  afUr  the 
holidays." 

Mr.  Robinson  observed,  that  though  the 
bon.  baronet  had  professed  his  ignorance 
of  military  afiairs,  he  had  nevertheless 
dealt  with  no  sparing  hand  in  military 
cansures.  The  hon.  baronet's  opinions 
were  so  erroneous,  that  he  could  not  pos« 
sibly  conceive  how  he  had  formed  them, 
or  where  he  bad  procured  his  information. 
He  had  talked  indeed  of  military  autho- 
rities, but  without  naminff  them,  and  be 
was  aware  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
press  the  hon.  baronet  on  that  head.  He 
had  asserted  that  Ciudad  Rodrigo  had 
been  stormed  before  a  breach  had  been 
effected  ;  the  contrary  was  notorious ;  a 
[>reacb  had  been  first  eCTected,  and  that 
i>reach,  although  most  gallantly  defended, 
vas  stormed  aflenvards ;  nor  did  he  think 
bat  all  the  anonymous  military  authorities, 
looted  by  the  hon.  baronet,  could  point  out 
o  him  any  other  way  of  taking  a  town.  At 
)adajoz  two  breaches  had  been  effected, 
nd  it  was  owing  to  the  attention  of  the 
inemy  being  diverted  by  a  front  attack 
»n  those  very  breaches,  that  general  Pic- 
on succeeded  in  converting  his  false  at- 
ack  on  the  castle  into  a  real  one— a  case 
ot  unfreqoent  in  war,  and  always  within 
tie  calculations  of  the  general,  as  was  the 
ase  with  the  marquis  of  Wellington, 
^he  same  mistake  seemed  as  if  fatally  to 
>]low  the  hon.  baronet  when  talking  of  the 
ttack  on  Burgos,  for  no  less  than  five 
reaches  had  been  effected  in  that  fortress, 
y  sapping  and  mining.  It  was  true  the 
orming  did  not  succeed,  because  the 
lace  was  most  bravely  and  ably  de« 
nded ;  *  indeed  such  a  resistance  sei- 
sm was  exhibited  ;  but  in  the  failure  of 
at  enterprize,  of  which  he  never  enter- 
ined  any  sanguine  hopes,  he  was  at  a 
ss  to  discover  how  lord  Wellington  was 
blame.  The  hon.  gentleman  next  ad- 
'rted  to  the  picture  drawn  of  lord 
Wellington's  retreat  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
wrhich  he  could  not  sufficiently  express 
s  astonishment.  Where  could  the  hon. 
(VOL.  XXIV.)  (P) 
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baronet  possibly  have  got  his  information? 
He  had  taUced  of  our  hospitals  havingjbeen 
abandoned;  in  this,  however,  he  could 
assure  him,  that  he  had  been  completely 
misinformed.  Some  few  of  our  sick, 
whose  removal  would  have  been  attended 
with  certain  death,  had  been,  perhaps/ 
left  behind  in  the  hospitals,  as  was  usual 
in  such  cases;  but  he  could  assure  tho 
hon.  baronet  for  his  satisfaction,  that  the 
retreat  had  been  effected  in  the  most 
complete  order.  There  was  no  haste, 
no  trepidation,  no  uncertainty  ;  the  mea- 
sure nad  been  foreseen,  formed  a  part 
of  a  general  plan,  and  all  the  neces- 
sary precautions  had  been  taken.  Tha 
enemy  did  not  come  op  in  force  against 
our  army-^there  were  only  partial  af&irs 
between  the  van-guards  and  the  rear- 
guards, and  the  amount  of  the  loss  on 
each  day,  except  the  last,  had  been  trans- 
mitted by  the  marquis  of  Welhngton,  and 
regularly  inserted  in  the  Gazette.  On 
that  last  day,  the  noble  general  had  in-* 
deed  mentioned  that  our  troops  had  suf- 
fered severely,  but  nothing  very  disastrous 
could  be  concluded  from  Ahat  expression, 
as  the  distant  cannonading  had  lasted  only 
one  day,  and  as  the  enemy  had  afterwards 
desisted  from  following  our  troops.— Ad- 
verti)>g  next  to  the  hon.  baronet's  histo- 
rical recollections,  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  sorry  to  find  that  in  this  he  was  no 
more  at  home  than  he  was  on  military  af- 
fairs.—The  hon,  baronet  had  stated  that  it 
was  not  till  after  the  battle  of  Blenheiox 
that  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  receiv- 
ed parliamentary  remuneration ;  it  was  a 
fact,  however,  that  long  before  that  battle, 
and  as  early  as  the  lOth  of  December  in 
the  year  1703,  the  duke  of  Marlborougb 
had  received  from  parliament  an  annuity 
of  5,000/.  ;*  and  Blenheim  was,  besides, 
the  first  victory  of  any  importance  he  had 
obtained.  Not  so  with  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  :  it  was  not  for  the  victory  of 
Salamanca  alone  that  the  vote  of  100,000/. 
was  demanded  for  the  noble  marquis* 
The  whole  of  his  life  had  been  devoted  to 
the  service  of  his  country.  All  the  advan- 
tages obtained  in  Spain  were  owing  to  his 
military  genius,  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
case  which  called  for  an  expression  of  na- 
tional gratitude,  it  was  the  case  of  the 
marquis  of  Wellington. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  was  sorry  that  the 
defalcation  in  the  revenue,  during  the  two 

*  See  the  Parliamentary  History,  vol. 
6,  p.  57. 
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last  yearSf  prevented  biro  from  milking 
the  motion  he  at  first  intended  to  submit 
to  the  House,  Which  was  to  double  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  yoted  for  lord  Wel- 
1ington«  besides  a  monument  to  be  erected 
in  the  country  which  gave  him  birth,  he 
meant  Ireland,  for  he  was  Ireland's  pride 
and  England's  hope.  It  was  cruel  to  im- 
pose titles  on  men  who  had  served  their 
country,  without  at  the  same  time  giving 
them  the  means  of  supporting  them.  He 
was  now  a  marquis :  he  might  next  be 
made  a  duke»  without  the  means  of  sup* 
porting  those  high  dignities.  It  was  a 
maiden  grant,  and  ought  to  be  vigorously 
executed  (a  laugh.)  We  shbuld  have  in 
this  metropolis  a  Wellington- house*  as 
Well  as  a  MarU)orough-house9  and  he 
abould  give  his  most  liearty  assent  to  a 
proposition  for  such  an  object. 

Mr.  FrothtToe,  in  a  maiden  speech,  said 
he  should  not  follow  the  noble  lord,  or 
the  hon.  baronet,  through  the  military 
details  into  which  they  had  entered ;  'but 
he  must  say,  that  he  thought  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  been  guilty  of  the  indiscretion 
which  he  unfoundedly  charged  on  the 
n^arquis  of  Wellington— 'he  had  made  an 
attack  where  there  was  no  breach.  Had 
the  hon.  baronet  considered  the  subject 
with  more  deliberation,  he  must  have 
seen,  that  there  might  be  such  a  thing  as 
a  bold  advance  without  rashness,  and  a 
skilful  retreat  without  disgrace.  He 
thought  the  House  should  cheerfully  agree 
tbjthe  Message  of  the  Prince  Regent. 
Even  posthumous  honours  were  useful,  and 
were  paid  to  the  immortal  lord  Nelson,  as 
A  stimulus  to  naval  exertion:  but  with 
how  much  greater  satisfaction  should  we 
be  struck,  if  we  could  see  the  Nelson  of 
the  army, — the  man  whose  name,  like  his, 
might  become  the  common  appellative  of 
a  hero,— living  among  us,  and  reaping  the 
honours  due  to  his  services,  in  the  munlfi- 
ficence,  the  admiration,  and  affection  of 
his  countrymen  ?  He  hoped  that  nothing 
Would  interfere  to  detract  from  that  muni- 
fkence,  and  to  diminish  that  admiring  af- 
fection. The  hon.  baronet  had  alluded  to 
the  distresses  of  the  country ;  but,  al- 
though he  thought  himself  as  well  ac- 
quainted with  them,  at  least  with  the 
mercantile  distresses,  as  the  hon.  baronet, 
ho  should  not  enter  on  the  topic  at  present, 
aa  a  fitter  time  would  by  and  bye  occur 
for  that  discussion:  he  felt  as  deeply 
for  them,  and  wished  as  ardently  to  relieve 
them,  as  any  of  those  persons  who  most  in- 
dulged in  lamentations  over  them ;  yet  he 


thoueht,  with  respect  to  thoee  distresaeip 
that  there  was  a  time  to  speak  of  them, 
and  a  tinie  to  forbear.  And  he  was  sure, 
that  the  commercial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try would  feel  indignant,  were  they  to 
hear  that  their  distresses  stood  in  the  way 
of  the  munificence  of  parliamenL  Instead 
of  looking  upon  these  distresses  sis  a  rca« 
son  for  a  small  or  inadequate  remunera- 
tion to  lord  Wellington,  he  would  recom* 
mend  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  a  rigid 
economy  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
state  and  in  the  public  expenditure,  and 
this  was  the  source  from  which  he  thought 
that  a  well-timed  generosity  might  most 
effectually  arise^  By  an  union  of  the  one 
and  other,  this  would  not  only  be  a  great 
and  a  powerful,  but  a  prosperous,  an 
united,  and  a  happy  nation. 

Lord  Cochrane  expressed  his  regret,  that 
instead  of  internal  warfare,  a  system  of 
external  annoyance  was  not  adopted, 
which,  be  contended,  would  be  productive 
of  the  greatest  advantages  to  the  country, 
and  would  not  only  be  more  serviceable  to 
the  cause  of  Russia,  but  would  enable  go- 
vernment to  dictate  terms  of  peace  to  Boo- 
naparte.  This  the  noble  lord  thought  so 
plain,  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  de- 
monstration. He  concluded  by  assenting 
to  the  motion,  as  he  was  convinced  that 
lord  Wellington  had  done  every  thing 
which  he  copld  possibly  have  done,  under 
all  the  circumstances  In  which  he  was 
placed. 

Mr.  fVhiibread  had  bad  the  misfortune 
to  differ  heretofore  with  a  majority  of  the 
House,  both  with  respect  to  the  merits  and 
services  of  lord  Wellington,  and  the  re- 
muneration which  was  bestowed  upon 
them.  With  respect,  however,  to  the 
grant  which  was  now  proposed,  it  met 
with  his  entire  approbation.  By  acceding 
to  this  vote,  he  did  not  conceive  that  he 
was  expressing  any  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  situation  of  things  in  Spain  :  he  at 
present  wished  to  be  considered  as  having 
consented  to  the  vote  merely  in  conside- 
ration of  lord  Wellington's  own  merits.  If 
he  had  differed  in  opinion  with  others 
wh^n  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  aidced 
for  lord  Wellington  after  the  battle  of  Ta- 
lavera,  it  was  not  because  he  did  not  think 
that  the  battle  of  Talavera  was  a  great  af- 
fair, but  because  he  thought  that  lord 
Wellington  had  got  his  army  into  a  great 
scrape,  and  that  his  army  had  fought 
bravely  and  extricated  him.  But  he  did 
not  wish  now  to  repeat  what  he  had 
thought  or  said  on  former  occasions.    Ha 
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was  not  a  military  man ;  and  when  he  was 
called  on  in  his  place  to  decide  on  the 
merits  ofmilitary  men,  it  was  h^sduty  to  give 
the  best  opinion  which  he  could  form  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.     It  was 
the  less  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  had  not 
formed  a  correct  estimate  of  the  merits  of 
lord  Wellington  at  that  time,  as  his4)lan 
bad  not  developed  itself  till  the'  first  re- 
treat of  marshal  Massena,  which  led  to 
operations  at  last  terminating  in  the  battle 
of  Salamanca.    By  this  developement  he 
had  stamped  his  character  as  a  great  ge- 
neral.   The  operations  of  both  the  French 
and  the  English  generals  were  masterly. 
It  had  been  acknowledged  by  lord  Wel- 
lington, that  he  had  never  seen  a  more 
masterly  retreat4han  Massena's ;  and  the 
emperor  of  the  French  was  understood  to 
have  been  well  pleased  with  that  retreat. 
It  had  in  particular  been  recorded  of  the 
part  which  marshal  Ney  had  had  in  that 
affair,  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  merito- 
rious military  retreats  ever  known.   With 
respect  to  the  sieges  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
Badajoz  and  Burgos,  never  was  more  con- 
summate .valour  and  desperate    courage 
shewn  than  on  these  occasions.    At  the 
siege  of  Badajoz,  Philippon,  and  his  brave 
troops,  did  every  thin^  it  was  possible  for 
ineQ  to  do,  before  surrendering ;    but  by 
the  masterly  conduct  of  the  British,  and 
in  a  particular  manner  by  the  efforts  made 
by  general  Picton,  that  important  fortress 
fell  into  the  hands  of  lord  Wellington.   In 
war,  the  commander  who  attempted  such 
daring  achievements  as  these  had  only  to 
show  that  they  had  succeeded  to  justify 
the  undertaking  them.     He  must  pity  the 
brave  men  who  fell  in  the  siege  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo;.  but  my  lord  Wellington  had 
BQcceeded  in  that  undertaking ;    and   by 
that  noble  daring  he  had  saved  many  lives 
which  would  have  been  lost  at  other  places, 
so  that  the  waste  of  lives  daring  the  whole 
campaign  was  on  that  account  less  than  if 
that  siege  had  not  taken  place.    The  plan 
of  lord  Wellington  had  been  brought  to  a 
close,  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca.     He  be- 
jieved  he  had  never  intended  to  fight  that 
battle  ;  he  was  then  in  full  retreat,  and  de- 
termined to  continue  that  retreat.    The 
moat   skilful  manceuvring  took  place  on 
both  aides  for  two  days,  till  at  the  last  ah 
opportunity  was  given  him,  by  the  fault 
of  the  French  general,  which  led  to  the 
Tictory.    The  pursuit  of  the  French  was 
carried  on  for  some  time,  and  at    last 
abandoned.    Its  object  was  the  liberation 
of  Madrid,  and  thAt  object  had  been  at- 


tained.   He  had  beaten  Marmont,  Mas- 
sena,  and  the   pretended  king  of  Spain ; 
and  he  thought  that  by  the  taking  of  Ma- 
drid he  would  rouse  that  spirit  in  the 
Spaniards,  which  then  lay  dormant,  and 
which  is  still  latent.     He  hoped  that  they 
would  begin  to  do  better  than  they  had 
formerly  done.     He  afterwards  advanced 
and  commenced  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and 
during  that  advance  be  believed  that  ge- 
neral Clausel  had  shewn  himself  a  worthy 
antagonist.     In  the  siege  of  Burgos  he  had 
certainly  failed,— not  because  he  had  not 
made  both  breaches  and  assaults; — for, 
from  the  account  of  the  gallant  Dubreton 
himself,  which  he  had  that  day  seen  in  the 
newspaper,  it  appeared  that  no  fewer  than 
five  breaches  and  assaults  had  been  made, 
—but  because  these  breaches  and  assaults 
had  all  been  successfully  withstood.     An 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken  before 
him,  and  who    always  spoke    well    on 
every  question  (Mr.  Robinson),  took  off 
from  the  merit  of  lord  Wellington,  by  not 
stating  the  case  as  it  exactly  was.     Whe- 
ther the  siege  of  Burgos  was  proper  or  not 
was  a  military    question,   which  it  was 
not    for  him   to    decide;    but    he  was 
bound  to  suppose  that  lord  Wellington 
had  good  reasons  for  the  siege.    After 
what  he  had  seen,  he  thought  it  was  no 
wonder  if  he  expected  to  make  up  in  cele- 
rity what  he  wanted  in  strength.    He  cer- 
tainly had  in  the  course  of  this  campaign 
afibrded  Spain  a  great  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing exertions  in  its  own  cause.     He  could 
not  agree  with  the  noble  lord  in  the  soli- 
loquy which  he,  the  other  night,  put  into 
the  mouth  of  that  gallant  commander,  be* 
ginning  with  "My  great  genius  ;"  but  he 
believed  that  the  noble  lord  had  conduct* 
ed  the  campaign  with  considerable  mili* 
ury  skill ;  and  it  appeared  by  intercept- 
ed communications  and  other  channels  of 
information,  that  the  French    marshals 
themselves,  entertained  an  high  opinion  of 
his  lordship's  military  skill,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  conducted  his  retreating 
army   across  the  Agueda.     He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  House  and  the  country  at 
large,  were  fully  sensible  that  lord  Wel- 
lington had  performed  great  military  ser- 
vices ;    and  if  the  crown  thought  proper 
to  reward  them  with  the  honour  of  a  mar- 
quisate,  the  House  and  the  public  would 
think  it  right  to  vote  him  immediately  the 
means  of  supporting  that  dignity,  without 
waiting  for  the  discussion  of  what  might 
be  spared  from  indirect  and  precarioua 
funds,  the  application  of  which   might 
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splendid  or  too  generoQS.  No  man  who 
looked  back  at  what  oar  military  poHcj 
was  some  time  ago,  and  compared  ii  with 
oar  present  views  and  character,  bat  most 
see  that  through  the  success  and  merits  of 
lord  Wellington  we  had  become  a  military 
people,  and  that  by  a  series  of  achieve- 
ments, each  rising  above  the  other  in 
grandeur,  he  had,  although  yet  in  the 
youth  of  his  glory,  acquired  for  himself  a 
renown  equal  to  that  of  the  first  captain 
of  his  age.  When  the  House  looked  back 
to  that  period  at  which  our  warlike  pre- 
parations were  confined  to  plans  of  forti- 
fying the  Thames  instead  of  driving  the 
enemy  beyond  the  Tormes  and  the  Kbro, 
they  could  not  fy,i\,  not  merely  to  recog- 
nise in  lord  Wellington  the  '  decns  et  to- 
tamen  patrias,'  as  one  who  had  not  merely 
formed  a  school  in  which  others  might  be 
taught  to  succeed  and  follow  him  in  ho 
career  of  glory,  but  to  perceive  in  him  at 
the  same  time  the  hero,  who,  whilst  he 
wielded  the  thunder  of  his  native  land, 
was  the  tutelar  genius  of  allied  and  de- 
pendent stales,  the  protector  of  oppressed 
and  prostrate  powers.  The  picture  which 
history  would  trace,  for  the  in^traction  of 
posterity,  would  unite,  therefore,  with  the 
figure  of  the  successful  commander,  the 
attributes  of  a  benevolent  spirit,  extending 
a  guardian  influence  over  recovering^ 
though  fallen  nations.  All  must  admit, 
that  by  the  exertion  in  Spain,  Europe  had 
been  enabled  to  reflect  on  her  condition ; 
and  when  Buonaparte's  situation,  though 
perhaps  not  irretrievable,  was  contem- 
platedf  we  had  not  only  evidence  of  this» 
but  an  illustration  of  the  different  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  war  was  conducted. 
Lord  Wellington  advancing  to  the  suc- 
cour and  liberation  of  Spain — Buokiaparte 
marching  to  the  devastation  of  Russia,  ex- 
hibited striking  examples  of  the  difierent 
objects  by  which  the  two  empires  were 
directed  in  their  mutual  hostility.  At 
such  a  moment,  when 

Expectation  sits  in  the  air 
And  bide*  a  sword  from  hilt  onto  the  point. 
With  crowns,  imperial  crowns  and 

it  might  not  be  useless  to  compare  the 
wards  which  Buonaparte  was  anticipating 
from  conquest  and  desolation,  with  those 
pure  enjoyments  which  lord  Wellington 
sought  for  in  the  acknowledgments  of  a 
benefited  and  grateful  country.  An  hon. 
baronet  had  expressed  a  wish  that  the  som 
proposed  to  be  voted  should  be  taken  from 
other  funds.  For  bis  own  part  he  was 
confident  that  the  people  would  feel  de* 


form  a  subject  of  distinct  consideration  on 
a  future  occasion.  He  did  not  like  the 
comparisons  which  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  noble  lord  and  the  duke  of 
Marlborough.  Each  of  those  illustrious 
commanders  had  sufficient  merits  of  their 
own,  upon  which  their  fame  might  rest ; 
but  since  the  comparison  had  been  made, 
he  would  say,  that  it  was  precisely  upon 
pecuniary  points  that  the  character  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  was  vulnerable; 
whereas  upon  thoA  points  the  disinterest- 
edness of  lord  Wellington  was  perfectly 
known;  and  in  those  points  he  was  a 
truly  meritorious  servant  of  the  public. 
We  were  told  that  some  great  statesmen 
were  somewhere  to  be  found  who  would 
have  done  a  great  deal  more  in  the  penin- 
sula, if  they  had  been  in  office.  He  did 
not  wish  to  see  those  conjurors  in  office,  as 
be  thought  that  the  resources  of  the  country 
were  already  strained  as  far  as  they  would 
bear  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had,  in  his  defence  of  ministers,  told 
the  House,  the  other  night,  that  they  had 
spent  upwards  of  eleven  millions  on  this 
war,  in  the  course  of  the  last  eleven 
months.  Now  as  he  was  sure  that  every 
thing  confided  to  lord  W^ellington  had 
been  employed  with  judgment,  he  thought 
a  vote  of  100,000/.  not  too  much  to  reward 
his  great  services.  He,  therefore,  entirely 
concurred  in  the  grant  of  the  sum  pro- 
posed, and  thought  that  it  should  be 
given  by  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  Canning  declared,  that  he  should 
deem  it  an  encroachment  upon  the  time 
and  a  waste  of  the  attention  of  the  House, 
if  after  the  opinions  expressed  and  the  mi- 
litary criticisms  delivered  on  this  occasion, 
he  were  to  attempt  to  do  more  than  to 
state  how  folly  he  participated  in  the  ad- 
miration felt  at  lord  Wellington's  achieve- 
ments, and  in  a  sense  of  the  justness  of 
that  remuneration  which  had  been  pro- 
posed. He  was  inclined  to  concur  most 
cordially  with  the  proposition,  not  only 
on  those  grounds  which  hai  been  adverted 
tOp  particularly  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Protheroe)  who  formed  one  example  of 
the  acquisitions  which  the  new  parliament 
had  made,  but  on  others  of  a  more  general 
nature.  He  concurred  in  it  from  a  feel- 
ing, that  we  had  within  the  last  few  years 
raised  ourselves  to  the  same  equality  at 
land,  more  than  which  we  had  possessed 
at  sea,  and  that  to  the  individual  to  whom 
we  owed  this  augmentation  of  glory  and 
idvanugCj  no  remoneration  could  be  too 
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fraaded,  were  they  to  be  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  their  great 
commander,  and  if  the  House  were  to  at- 
tempt to  scrape  up  a  provision  out  uf  the 
leavings  of  obscure  and  secret  funds,  he 
felt  that  they  ought  not  to  pollute  the  vote, 
by  seeming  to  apologise  for  the  gratitude 
they  evinced,  or  by  endeavouring  to  show 
that  they  werp  grateful  at  no  expence. 
He  rather  hoped  that  they  would  be 
anxious  to  show,  that  as  the  crown  had 
run  before  them  in  one  instance,  they 
were  resolved  to  keep  pace  with  its  wishes 
in  another.  He  understood  it  was  pro- 
posed to  lay  out  the  100,000/.  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  to  be  attached  to  the  title 
of  Wellington.  Now,  lord  Wellington's 
children  were  all  sons,  but  they  might 
have  only  female  issue.  He  presumed 
that  it  was  not  intended  the  title  should 
fail  in  that  case.  He  thought  it  necessary 
not  only  that  the  immediate  descendants 
of  such  a  man  should  be  provided  for,  but 
that  the  grant  of  that  night  should  insure 
to  their  posterity  that  result  which  Eng- 
lishmen could  not  but  wish  to  see, — as  a 
lasting  monument  to  the  memory  of  their 
great  ancestor. 

Lord  Caatkreagh  observed,  that  matter 
would  come  to  be  considered  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  the  wish  of  ministers  that  the  grant 
should  be  made  on  the  most  liberal  prin- 
ciples. 

Sir  F.  Burdett's  Amendment  Was  then 
put  and  negatived  without  a  division. 
After  which  the  original  Resolution  was 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TucMday^  December  8. 

Insolvent  Debtors'  Amendment  Bill.] 
Lord  EUenlMrough,  in  presenting  this  Bill  to 
their  lordships'  consideration,  took  occa- 
sion to  remark,  that  the  Insolvent  Debtors' 
Act  of  last  session  had  contained  a  clause, 
extending  relief  to  debtors  confined  for 
sums  exceeding  2,000/.,  but  great  doubt 
and  difficulty  had  arisen  in  attempting  to 
carry  this  clause  into  execution.  The 
provisions  of  that  part  of  the  act  directed, 
that  a  barrister  of  each  court  should  be  ap- 
pointed, under  the  chief  justices  and  the 
chief  baron,  to  meet  and  examine  into  the 
respective  cases  of  those  who  intended  to 
take  the  benefit.  But  this  clause  having 
been  added  to  the  Bill,  had  subjected  its 
execution  to  considerable  deficiency. 
One  omission  was,  that  no  power  or  direc- 
tion was  giveoj  whereby  these  prisoners 


could  be  brought  with  safety  before  the 
barristers,  without,  in  case  of  escape,  sub* 
jecting  the  gaolers  to  responsibility  ;  be- 
sides, there  was  another  materia]  defect, 
for  after  the  barristers  had  inquired,  which 
they  had  done  by  going  themselves  to 
each  of  the  prisons  in  the  metropolis* 
they  had  reported  to  their  respective 
courts  the  result  of  their  examinations; 
and  yet  no  direction  was  given  how  the 
discharge  was  to  be  made  but. ,  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  necessary  to 
apply  to  the  legislature,  and  the  Bill  which 
he  held  in  his  hand  was  calculated  to  re- 
medy these  defects.  It  provided,  that  the 
barristers  should  have  more  ample  power ; 
that  a  warrant  might  be  issued  under  their 
hands,  authorising  the  gaolers  to  bring  be- 
fore them  the  prisoners  described  ;  it  also 
provided,  that  the  barristers  might  admi- 
nister the  necessary  oath,  which  was  left 
unexpressed  in  the  former  act;  and  further 
directed  the  investment  of  the  prisoners' 
property  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors.  Another  provision  was, 
that  the  decision  of  the  barristers  should 
be  final.  With  respect  to  the  bringing 
up  of  prisoners  not  confined  in  the  gaols 
of  the  metropolis,  it  was  directed  tbey 
should  be  brought  up  by  application  for 
a  Habeas  Corpus  to  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  Court.  The  noble  and  learned  lord 
having  stated  the  nature  of  (his  Bill, 
moved  that  it  now  be  read  a  first  time.-* 
The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  the  first 
time. 
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J\ieiday,  December  8. 

Petition  '  against  the  Catholic 
Claims,  feom  the  Univbesitt  of  Cam- 
DRID6E.]  Lord  Palmerston  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  chancellor,  masters,  and 
scholars  of  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
against  the  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  an  idea  having 
^one  forth  that  this  Petition  had  been 
framed  and  determined  upon,  without  the 
usual  notice  for  non-residents  to  attend 
the  convocation,  he  thought  it  proper  to 
state,  that  a  notice  of  six  days  had  been 
given,  which  exceeded  by  three  days  that 
which  was  given  on  ordinary  occasions. — 
The  Petition  was  then  read,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  understand,  with 
great  anxiety,  that  a  Bill  is  soon  to  be  of- 
fered to  the  Hoase  for  the  removal  of  the 
restrictions  which  are  impoted  by  law  on 
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those  who  profess  the  Roman  Calholic 
religion  in  these  realms  ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titio.ners  are  fully  convinced  that  the  con- 
trol of  any  foreign  power  implied  in  such 
Bill  over  the  government  of  this  country 
either  in  Church  or  State,  is  not  only  in- 
consistent with  the  form  of  our  constitu- 
tion, as  estahlished  at  the  Revolution,  but 
moreover,  by  destroying  the  independency 
of  our  Church  and  nation,  is  contrary  to  the 
first  principles  of  all  civil  government;  and 
that  the  power  of  the  Pope,  ihough  for 
▼arious  reasons  diminished  in  the  public 
estimation,  is  notwithstanding  more  to  be 
dreaded  by  us  now  than  ever,  being  itself 
brought  under  the  control,  and,  if  occasion 
should  offer,  likely  to  become  the  dan- 
gerous instrument,  of  a  foreign  and  in- 
veterate enemy  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  the  more  confirmed  in  the  appre- 
hensions of  foreign  interference,  by  ob- 
serving that,  notwithstanding  all  the  con- 
cessions made  of  late  ye&rs  by  our  legis- 
lature in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
yet  the  tenets  of  their  Church  have  ad- 
mitted of  no  relaxation,  but  continue  the 
same  as  ever,  particularly  those  the  most 
obnoxious  and  dangerous,  of  still  advanc- 
ing and  maintaining  the  supremacy  of 
the  Pope,  in  all  spiritual  matters,  above 
the  supremacy  of  our  own  sovereign ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  as  becomes  a  Pro- 
testant University,  have  never  been  ad- 
verse to  the  rights  of  toleration  or  liberty 
of  conscience,  to  which  they  are  and  have 
been  most  sincere  well  wishers ;  but  they 
are  most  seriously  alarmed  at  the  idea  en- 
tertained of  admitting  Roman  Catholics 
to  legislate' for  a  Protestant  Church,  to 
which,  as  we  have  thus  seen,  they  are 
from  principle  and  systematically  hostile ; 
and  praying,  that  no  such  Bill  may  pass 
into  a  law/^ 

Petition  against  the  Catholic 
Claims,  from  the  Borough  of  Gran- 
tham.] A  Petition  of  the  aldermen,  re- 
corder, comburgesses,  and  burgesses  of 
the  borough  of  Grantham,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
borough,  and  the  soke  and  vicinity  thereof, 
was  also  presented  and  read;  setting 
forth, 

**  That  although  the  petitioners  enter- 
tain towards  the  Roman  Catholics  no  spirit 
of  intolerance,  no  desire  of  dominion,  yet 
it  is  their  firm  opinion  that,  in  unqualified 
concession,  the  constitution  is  exposed  to 
m  new^  an  untried,  and  a  great  danger ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  consider  the  un- 
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qualified  repeal  of  those  laws  on  which  the 
remaining  Catholic  disabilities  depend, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  spini  and 
safety  of  the  British  constitution,  and  tlie 
laws  which  have  been  enacted  for  the  se- 
curity and  defence  of  the  Protestant  esta- 
blished religion,  particularly  the  Act  of  Set- 
tlement, whereby  the  crown  is  limited  to  bis 
present  Majesty's  illustrious  House,  which 
act  secures  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties, 
and  which  the  statute  declares  to  be  the 
birthright  of  the  people  of  England  :  and 
that  the  petitioners  therefore  watch  with 
jealousy  those  bold  demands  which  aim 
to  subvert  our  guardian  securities,  and 
humbly  pray,  that  the  House  in  its  wis- 
dom will  deem  it  expedient  to  defer  the 
consideration  of  this  great  question  till  the 
Roman  Catholics  urge  claims  with  that 
temper  and  moderation  which  would  best 
become  their  appeal  to  the  highest  autho* 
rity  of  the  state/' 

The  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Galwat  Election— Petition  of  Johv 
Joyce  and  others.]  A  Petition  of  John 
Joyce,  Pat.  M.  Lynch,  John  Lyocb, 
Alex.  Nicholas  Browne,  James  Finn, 
and  John  French  Madden,  was  read^ 
setting  forth, 

'<  That,  at  the  late  general  election  for 
the  town  and  countv  of  the  town  of  Gal- 
way,  Valentine  Blake  of  Menio,  in  the 
county  of  said  town,  was  a  candidate 
to  represent  the  said  town  and  county  of 
the  town  of  Galway  in  parliament ;  and  on 
tha^  occasion,  the  hon.  Frederick  Ponsonby 
Was  also  a  candidate  for  the  like  purpose ; 
and  that,  by  virtue  of  divers  charters, 
there  exists  m  the  town  of  Galway,  which 
is  and  was  a  great  town  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  7th,  a  corporation  known  by 
the  name  of  the  mayor,  sheriifs,  free  bur- 
gesses, and  commonalty  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Galway  ;  and  that 
the  light  of  election  is  vested  in  the  free- 
holders thereof,  and  also  in  the  freemen  of 
the  said  corporation  of  said  town  when 
lawfully  admitted  and  duly  qualified  to 
vote  on  such  elections,  the  said  freemen 
being  a  component  part  of  the  commonalty 
of  the  said  corporation  ;  and  that  the  said 
election,  which  commenced  on  the  16tb, 
continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  31st 
of  October  last,  during  which  period  rer* 
tain  voters,  to  the  number  of  159  freemen 
and  freeholders,  duly  qualified,  voted  lor 
the  said  V.  Blake,  and  certain  persons,  to 
the  nunber  of  S1J|  were  permitted  by  the 
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sherifis  to  poll  and  TOte  for  said  F.  Pon- 
sonby  ;*  and  the  petitioners  further  shew 
that  of  the  above  number  of  311  persons 
who  were   so   permitted    by    said    she- 
riS  to  vote  for  said  F.  Ponsonby,  divers 
persons  were  permitted  to  vote  as  freemen 
of  the  corporation  of  the  town  of  Galway* 
although  such  persons  never  were  legally 
admitted  freemen  of  the  said  corporation^ 
nor  did  there  appear  to  be  any  sufficient 
evidence  of  their  having  ever  acted  as  free- 
men or  done  any  corporate  act^  inasmuch 
as  the  onlyevidence  of  their  admission  as 
freemen'wasone  of  the  corporation  booksj 
by  which  it  did  not  appear  that  any  per- 
son  legally  qualified  vouched  or  certified 
their  admission,  nor  any  evidence  of  their 
having  qualified  as  freemen^  or  taken  the 
oaths  prescribed  by  the  charter  of  the 
said  corporation  ;  nor  did  there  appear  to 
be  any  stamp  or  any  document  of  their  al- 
leged admission  as  freemen  into  said  cor- 
poration as  prescribed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment; and  the  petitioners  further  shew, 
that  the  above  number  of  persons  were 
not  residents  in  Galway  at  the  time  of 
their  alleged  admission  to  the  freedom  of 
the  said  corporation,  nor  did  they  ever  re- 
lide  therein ;  thai  the  said  number  of  per- 
ions  were  composed  of  the  principsil  part 
iT  the  tenant  peasantry  of  the  right  hon. 
Dennis  Bowes  Daly,  of  Dalystown,  in  the 
:ounty  of  Galway,  the  uncle-in-law  of  the 
iaid  F.  Ponsonby,  and  his  alleged  repre- 
(entative  on  the  hustings  at  said  election ; 
hat  they  were,  fot  the  most  part,  totally 
lliteratCj  and  incapable  of  speaking  the 
[English  language,  and  admitted  to  their 
reedom^  if  at  all,  by  several  hundreds  at 
I  time ;  that  the  petitioners  shew  that  they 
vere  occasional  voters,  made  for  the  pur- 
K>8e8  of  election,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
larliament;  that  a  considerable  part,  if 
lot  the  whole  number  of  said  persons,  de- 
lared  at  the  hustings,  that  they  did  not 
ecollect  ever  having  exercised  kny  cor- 
lorate  act  as  freemen,  or  had  ever  taken 
be  oath  prescribed  *to  freemen,  but  had, 
n  the  morninff  of  the  day  of  their  voting, 
r  the  day  belore,  and  sfter  said  election 
ad  been  commenced,  been  sworn  bjr  the 
fght  hon.  D.  B.  Daly  in  an  adjoining 
>oni  which  bad  been  kept  locked,  and  no 
erson   admitted  to  enter,  save  the  said 
ersons  about  to  be  sworn,  and  one  or  two 
r  the  dependanU  of  the  said  D.  B.  Daly ; 
lat  they  declared,  when  about  to  Tote, 
lat  they  had  been  sworn  in  the  aforesaid 
lanoer  before  the  said  D.  B.Daly  as  free* 
leoy  Mud  D.  B.  Daly  being  at  that  time 


and  still  mayor  of  the  said  town  of  GaU 
way,  although  it  was  objected,  that  even 
if  in  every  other^spect  they  were  free- 
men, that  such  qualification  as  freemen 
was  not  valid  within  the  act  of  parliament, 
they  not  having  qualified  within  six 
months  anterior  to  the  teste  of  the  writ  of 
election ;  they  further  declared,  that  they 
were  so  sworn  by  said  D.  B.  Daly  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  for  said  F.  Ponsonby  on 
said  election ;  and  the  most  considerable 
part  of  the  above  number  declared,  at  the 
time  they  were  voting  for  said  F.  Pon- 
sonby, that  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
name  of  the  other  candidate,  although  the 
said  V.  Blake  now  resides,  and  has  since 
his  birth  resided,  within  the  county  of  the 
town  of  Galway ;  and  the  petitioners  fur- 
ther shew,  as  further  evidence  of  their 
being  occasional  voters,  that  158  of  the 
above  number  admitted,  at  such  their  time 
of  voting,  that  they«  had  all,  on  one  and 
the  same  day,  been  entered  (upon  the  cor- 
poration books,  as  they  alleged,  and  at  a 
time  when  many  of  them  were  minors, 
for  the  purpose,  as  they  alleged,  of  being 
brought  forward  at  some  future  day  of 
voting  for  the  said  D.  B.  Dalv,  or  his  no- 
minees ;  that  the  petitioners  further  shew, 
that  divers  persons  who  voted  for  the  said 
hon.  F.  Ponsonby  declared  themselves 
Roman  Catholics,  yet  did  not  produce  anj- 
legal  document  or  certificate  of  their 
having  duly  qualified  themselves  to  vote 
as  such  Roman  Catholics ;  and  the  peti- 
tioners further  submit,  that  said  oaths  so 
administered  were  irregular,  as  not  having 
been  made  before  one  of  the  judges  of  hie 
Majesty^s  four  courts  in  Dublin,  or  at  the 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  county 
where  said  Roman  Catholics  resided,  none 
of  them  having  ever  resided  within  Gal-  ^ 
way';  and  further,  inasatuch  as  no  re- 
quest was  made  by  said  F.  Ponsonby,  the 
other  candidate,  to  said  sheriffi,  to  appoint 
magistrates  to  administer  to  Roman  Catho- 
lics said  oaths  of  qualification,  nor  did,  Iq 
fact,  said  sherifis  ever  make  such  appoint- 
ment ;  and  the  petitioners  further  ahnw, 
that  the  persons  entitled  to  their  freedoms 
ih  said  corporation,  under  the  Irish  act  of 
4  Geo*  1,  G.  15,  and  under  the  charters  of 
said  corporation,,  when  duly  qualified  by 
taking  the  oaths  thereby  prescribed,  were 
rejected  by  said  sherifis  as  persons  not 
qnilified  under  the  above  statutes  and 
charters,  although  they  had,  long  anterior 
to  the  teste  of  the  said  writ,  applied  for 
their  freedom,  and  offered  to  qualify  for 
same,  but  were  repeatedly  refused  the  op- 
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portanity  of  so  qualifying  by  the  ri^ht 
hon.  D.  B.  Daly  and  those  under  his  m- 
flaence;  and  the  petitioners  shew,  that 
they  are  particularly  aggrieved  in  this  in- 
stance^  because  the  several  persons  in  this 
respect,  to  the  namber  of  nearly  SO, 
declared  at  the  hustings,  that  if  they  were 
admitted  to  vote,  they  woiild  have  voted 
for  V.  Blake  ;  and  the  petitioners  farther 
shew,  that  said  sherifFs,  at  said  election, 
permitted  to  poll  at  said  election  for  said 
F.  Ponsonby,  four  freeholders  not  duly 
qualified  to  vote,  one  of  said  freeholders 
having  agreed  to  sell  and  assign  the  whole 
of  his  freehold,  and  to  give  possession 
thereof  in  March  next,  without  any  re- 
servation, two  whereof  having  no  freehold 
whatever,  and  one  who  had  not  duly  re- 
gistered his  alleged  freehold  ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners further  shew,  that,  in  order  that 
the  fullest  evidence  of  the  petitioners'  ob- 
jections might  appear  on  record,  the  pe- 
titioners, and  those  concerned  for  them,  re- 
quired that  the  objections  of  the  petitioners 
to  the  voters  who  were  unduly  admitted,  and 
the  answers  and  admissions  of  said  voters 
for  said  F.  Ponsonby,  might  be  entered  and 
taken  down  by  the  sheriffs  on  the  poll 
book,  which  they  uniformly  refused  to  do; 
that  the  petitioners  humbly  shew,  that, 
by  the  several  means  aforesaid,  the  said 
F.  Ponsonby  obtained  a  colourable  majo- 
rity over  the  said  Valentine  Blake;  but 
that  the  said  V.  Blake  had  a  very  large 
legal  majority  of  votes  in  his  favour  on 
said  poll  over  said  F.  Ponsonby;  and 
that  said  sheriffs  should  and  ought  there- 
fore to  have  declared  the  majority  on  said 
Soil  in  favour  of  the  said  V.  Blake,  and  to 
ave  him  declared  duly  elected,  and  to 
hacve  made  their  return  accordingly; 
whereas  the  petitioners  shew  that  they 
made  their  return  that  said  F.  Ponsonby 
was  duly  elected  ;  and  praying  the  House 
to  take  the  petitioners'  case  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  appoint  a  committee  to  try 
the  merits  and  validity  of  said  election, 
according  to  law,  and  grant  the  peti- 
tioners such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the 
House  shall  deem  proper.' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  11th  of  February  next,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Petition  of  Valentine  Blake, 
esq.  it  ordered  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Chakitable  Estates  BiLt.1  Mr.  Lodt- 
kari  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  pre- 
vent the  trustees  of  Estates  given  for  Cbari- 
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table  uses  from  granting  long  and  impro- 
vident leases.     Having  adverted  to    the 
acts  already  passed  to  secure  the  due  ap- 
propriation of  donations  for  charitable  par- 
poses,  he  proceeded  to  observe,  that  it  yet 
remained  for  the  legislature  to  adopt  some 
measure,  the  object  of  which  would  be  to 
prevent  the  trustees  of  donations,  such  as 
he  had  described,  from  granting   leases 
of  land^  or  other  property,    for   termi» 
which,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the 
word,  might  be  considered  improTidem. 
What  he  cs^Ued  improvident,  were  those 
leases  which  exceeded  1 4  years.     It  was 
not  his  wish  to  meddle  with  any  of  those 
teases  which  had  hitherto  been  granted, 
nor  did  he  mean  to  oppose  the   grant  of 
long  leases,  where  the  interest  of  the  es- 
tate required  that  such  leases  sboold  be 
given,  namely,  where  the  estate  was  to 
be  improved  by  building  or  otherwise, 
but  to  prevent  any  difficulty  on  this  head, 
he  should  introduce  a  clause  into  the  Bill, 
empowering  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  in 
which  leases  were  to  be  granted,  to  decide 
as  to  the  length  it  might  be  expedient  to 
grant  them,  and  calling  upon  the  trustees 
to  make  application  to  him  before   soch 
leases  were  granted.    In  all  estates,  where 
rack-rents   were    exacted,   however,    he 
should  propose,  that  no  lease  should  be 
granted  for  a  longer  period  than  for  K 
years,  and  that  where  such  leases  were  to 
be  given,  the  circumstance  should  be  made 
public,  in  order  that  a  fair  competition 
might  take  place,    so  as  to   secure  an 
adequate  Pfice  for   the  property  to  be 
leased.     These    resulations    he    had  no 
doubt  would  not  only  tend  to  the  better 
attainment  of  the  objects  for  which  chari- 
table donations  were  left,  but  to  the  gene* 
ral  improvement  of  agriculture.   The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  having  concluded 
by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  Bill, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

GoLB  Coin  Bill.]  The  ChwicdHar^if 
the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  con- 
tinue an  Act  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, for  making  more  effectual  provision 
for  preventing  the  current  Gold  Coin  of 
the  realm  from  being  paid  or  accepted  lor 
a  greater  value  than  the  current  value  of 
such  coin ;  for  preventing  any  note  or 
bill  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  or  of  the  eovemor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  from 
being  received  for  any  amaller  sum  than 
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the  sain  therein  ipecified ;  and  for  stay* 
ing  proceedings  upon  any  distress  by  ten- 
der of  sach  notes. 

Mr.  WkiAnad  moredi  that  the  2d  and 
Sd  of  the  Resolutions  which,  opon  the 
1 4th  of  May  1811,  were  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of  the 
Beport  which,  upon  the  8tb  of  June  1310, 
was  made  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  high  price  of 
Gold  Bullion,  and  which  were  Chen  agreed 
to  b  V  the  House. 

The  Resolutions  were  accordingly  read, 
and  are  as  follow  : 

•'  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Piromissory 
Notes  of  the  goyemor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  are  engagements  to  pay 
certain  sums  of  money  in  the  legal  coin 
of  this  kingdom ;  and  that^  for  more  than 
a  century  past,  the  said  gorernor  and 
company  were  at  all  times  ready  to  dis- 
charge such  Promissory  Notes  in  legal 
coin  of  the  realm,  until  restrained  from' so 
doing,  on  the  25th  of  February  1797,  by 
an  order  of  council,  confirmed  by  act  of 
parliasaent. 

"  J.  ResoWed,  That  the  Promissory 
Notes  of  the  said  company  have  hitherto 
been,  and  are  at  this  time,  held  in  public 
estimation  to  be  equivalent  to  the  legal 
coin  of  the  realm,  and  generally  accepted 
as  inch  in  all  pecuniary  transactions  to 
which  such  coin  is  lawfully  applicable/' 

Mr.  Gnwvey  said,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  bim  to  allow  this  Bill  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  without  entering  his  protest 
againat  it,  viewing  it  as  he  did,  as  a  Bill  of 
the  greatest  atrocity.  (Cries  of  hear,  and 
a  laugh.)  He  repeated  the  term  atrocityi 
for  be  knew  of  none  if  hich  was  more  ap- 
plicable to  it  He  was  sure  the  House 
woald  be  unwilling  to  enter  into  a  len^h- 
ened  discussion  on  the  Bullion  Question, 
but  be  only  wished  to  state  shortly  his  ob- 
jections  to  this  fatal  Bill,  which  originated 
out  of  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Commit- 
tee, wbo  had  been  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the 
high  price  of  gold.  That  Committee 
stated  ibat  the  market  price  was  41.  lOf.  an 
ounce«  while  the  stands^rd  price  was  3/.  17s. 
lOJ.  and  that  the  amount  of  the  deprecia* 
tion  of  the  currency  was  15  per  cent  In 
coaaeqoence  of  this  statement  a  distinguish- 
ed member  of  the  last  parliament  (Mr. 
Horner),  who  had  also  been  chairman  of 
the  Bollion  Committee,  endeavoured  to 
iodoce  the  House  to  adopt  a  series  of  re- 
loludons,  in  which  he  proposed  to  bring 
{  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


back  the  currency  to  its  proper  standard, 
by  constraining  the  Bank  of  England  to 
resume  payments  in  specie  within  two 
years ;    but,  in  the  mean  time  the  right  ' 
bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro* 

Sosed,  as  a  nostrum,  what  had  been  read 
y  the  clerk,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  hon. 
friend,  and  which  went  to  estabHsh  the 
monstrous  proposition,  that  a  pound  note 
and  a  shilling  were  equal  to  one  pound 
one  in  gold.  Since  that  period,  gold  had 
been  sold  at  4/.  14«.  an  ounce,  which  was 
a  depreciation  of  20  per  cent  A  noble 
lord  (Kins)  then  took  a  resolution  to  con* 
fote  the  doctrine  held  out  in  the  resolu- 
tions by  compelling  his  tenants  to  pay 
their  rents  in  gold,  when  a  law  was  passed 
to  prevent  it  This  law  was  temporary, 
and  had  been  once  renewed,  and  would 
expire  in  February  next;  it,  therefore, 
became  necessary  to  know  the  price  of 
gold  at  this  period  before  they  renewed 
the  law.  The  right  bon.  gentleman  had 
come  to  his  resolutions  when  there  was  a 
depreciation  of  20  per  cent  and  he  now 
came  to  renew  the  law  when  the  price  of 
gQld  in  the  market  this  day  was  5/.  5s.  an 
ounce,  being  a  depreciation  of  35  per  cent  I 
and  yet  the  right  hon.  gentle\naa  gravely 
introduced  the  Bill|  and  seemed  surprised 
that  it  should  provoke  any  discussion.  But 
did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  really  be* 
lieve  that  paper  and  sold  were  of  the 
same  value,  or  that  the  Taw  had  succeeded 
in  making  them  so  ?  He  could  not  think 
so ;  but  if  this  monstrous  law  was  repeal- 
ed, gold  and  paper  would  find  their  re- 
spective value,  and  no  want  of  the  former 
would  remain.  From  what  had  been 
said  the  other  evening  relative  to  the 
offer  of  27,000  guineas  to  government, 
it  was  likely  that  the  eyes  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  were  opened  a  little  to  the 
difference  between  paper  and  gold.— He 
had  lately  accompanied  a  friend  of  his 
to  a  shop,  for  the  purpose  of  dispos- 
ing of  some  light  gpuioeas,  and  the  price 
his  friend  was  offered  was  1/.  7s.  2<£  for 
his  light  guineas.  Would  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  then,  contend,  that  the  owner 
of  good  guineas  was  not  injured  by  the 
operation  of  this  law,  for  if  he  took  them 
to  market  he  must  lose  seven  shillings  in 
the  sale  of  them  ?  What,  then,  must  he 
do  with  his  gold  ?  If  he  boarded  it,  it  be- 
came unproductive ;  if  he  clipped  it,  he 
was  subjected  to  the  penalties  of  the  Clip- 
ping Act ;  and  if  he  came  forward  and 
demanded  the  fair  value,  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
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come  down  upon  him  with  the  teirinrt  of 
fine  end  imprtsonment  Was  there  ever 
then  meh  a  TtoUtien  of  the  right  of  pro* 
petty }  And  what  advantage  resulted 
from  it }  Was  the  state  bene#(ed  ?  only 
so  far  as  it  enabled  them  to  pay  their  c^- 
ditors  in  depreciated  currency  ;  but  in  all 
cases  of  public  expenditare  the  state  suf- 
fered as  moch  as  the  private  individual. 
As  for  all  the  great  public  creditors,  they 
were  In  the  same  situatiea— >tbey  lost  $5 
pet  cent,  or  one  third  of  their  property. 
Thus  the  public,  the  annuitant,  the  pub^ 
creditor  were  losing — ^and  who  were  the 
gainers  ?  He  knew  of  none,  except  the 
Benfc  of  England.  The  directors  of  that 
company  were  told  in  \797,  that  they 
might  defraud  their  oreditors ;  and  in  181 1, 
they  were  again  told,  ^at  they  might  go 
on  in  the  same  system.  They  exported 
coin,  and  as  it  disappeared  paper  became 
depreciated.  What  check  was  there, 
then,  on  the  discretion  of  the  Bank? 
These  gentlemen,  when  examined  befbre 
the  Bullion  Committee^  had  confessed, 
that  in  regnlating  their  inues  they  never 
looked  to  the  pHoe  ef  gold,  or  to  the  coarse 
of  exchange,  and  that  so  long  as  a  bill 
was  brought  to]  them  with  a  good  name 
at  its  back,  they  wonid  issue  to  any  ex- 
tent. This  was  the  theory  of  these  gen- 
tlemen ;  what  was  their  practice  t  "Riey 
had  divided  six  millions  in  bonusses,  'be* 
sides  increasing  their  inierest  from  seven 
to  eleven  per  cent.  The  danger  f^om  de- 
preciation being  soch  on  this  account»  be* 
sides  the  danger  from  a  shock  of  public 
confidence,  it  became  the  House  to  take 
time  -for  consideration,  to  reflect  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  for  them  to  retrace 
their  steps  than  to  proceed.  The  time 
also  at  which  thoNBill  was  brought  forward, 
was  objectionable.  Half  the  members 
were  not  present^  and  of  those  who  were, 
a  greater  proportion  were  new  than  bad 
ever  been  known  before.  As  it  was  im- 
proper atsiieh  a  time  for  the  House  to 
pledge  itself  to  continue  this  act,  and  as  it 
did  not  expire  till  the  end  of  February,  he 
should  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  on  the  Sd  of  Febmsry. 

Mr.  &rimd  said>  he  was  extremely 
anxious  to  hear  what  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  to  say 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  hon.  gen- 
tieman  then  objected  to  two  paru  of  the 
Bill ;  first,  that  which  in  pursuance  of  Uie 
ridicnioas  resohitlon  of  the  Chancellor  of 
ikp  Exchequer,  made  the  bank  paper 
#qual  to  gold }  and  second,  to  thet  part, 


'  Gold  Cdn  BOl. 


ras 


which  took  from  lessors  the  power  of  dis- 
training for  rent  after  tender  made  of  Bank 
of  England  notes.  The  only  eflfect  of  the 
first  part  would  be  to  increaae  hoarding, 
or  perjury  and  crime,  and  that  of  the  se- 
cond to  reduce  the  lessors  of  lands  to  the 
same  state  with  the  publk  annnitsats. 
One  observation  made  by  his  hon.  friend, 
be  could  not  concur  in.  If  the  Bank  ol 
England  were  unconnected  with  gioTem* 
ment  they  would  be  able  to  answer  ail  de« 
mands  on  them.  He  certainly  was  asto- 
nished at  the  little  knowledge  of  the  sob- 
ject  shown  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Bank, 
who  had  been  examined  befbre  tho  BalKen 
Committee,  but  be  was  assured  tbnt  if 
they  had  not  been  swayed  by  goversaieot, 
but  had  been  left  to  follow  their  own  biai^ 
they  would  have  acted  in  a  oiaiiner  con* 
ststent  with  tho  welfare  of  the  ooantry* 
He  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  alMoM 
be  unwilling,  that  the  Bill  shonld  he 
pressed  through  tho  House  at  any  ti»c 
but  espepially  at  the  present. 

The  CilaiiMMor  of  ike  Esdiefuer  said,  he 
had  no  intention  of  preserving  nny  disie- 
spectful  silence  on  a  question  of  sock 
great  magnitude ;  but  he  had  been  de- 
sirous of  hearing  to  what  particular  viewef 
it  the  observationsof  members  mightbe  di- 
rected before  he  answered  any  general  or 
partial  objections.  He  was  apprehensive, 
otherwise,  of  being  drawn  mto  a  prolixity 
which  might  net  only  be  tedioos,  bat  uo« 
neeessary,  after  the  Iboff  and  reiicnited 
discussions  which  this  euBject  bad  under- 
gone. He  now  saw,  that  the  fnvoonte 
view  taken  was,  the  practical  one,  and  to 
this,  therefore,  he  should  chiefly  conftas 
himself.  The  question  of  depreciniion 
had  been  entertained,  he  wished  the  Honss 
to  remember,  at  a  period  censidembly 
earlier  than  the  appointment  of  the  Bullion 
Committee.  In  1 807  it  had  been  argued 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament  by  lord 
King,  and  the  sajhe  arguments  then  niged 
by  him,  were  afterwards  brought  fbrwnrd 
more  amply  by  the  Bullion  Commitloe.  In 
the  year  1811  the  same  noble  person  bod 
thought  proper  to  adopt  a  proceeding 
which  made  it  appear  to  purlinment  ne- 
cessary to  pass  that  act  which  it  vnm  tbe 
object  of  the  present  Bill  to  renew.  It  was 
not  his  desire  to  attribute  to  that  noble 
individual  any  unworthy  motive  ibr  this 
conduct ;  on  the  contrary,  his  peftvasMn 
was,  that  the  noble  lord  was  only  deairona 
of  confuting  him  (the  Chancellor  nf  the 
Exchequer)  and  of  furnishing  a  pmctfcni 
example  of  tbe  correctneM  ef  kit  own 
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ibaory.  Tbiy  hwi  also  iht  e? Mence  of  4 
Mis»  Moocic  on  Ibe  sAme  aide  of  tbe  quof- 
tioOf  If  bo  said  bo  would  not  accept  of  Bank 
of  Eoglaad  paper  ai  tbo  tamo  rata  of  raluo 
aa  gold^  Tbe  reason  of  wbicb  was  ob« 
vious:  Mr.  M<>nck  was  a  coinor  of  local 
tokens^  and  for  bis  purpoaas,  gold  or  silver 
waa  maoh  more  useful  than  paper*  With 
regard  to  the  practical  question*  be  put  it 
to  any  one  of  ibe  Bullion  CommiiLee  to 
aay  if  ititould  be  wUe  to  caese  tbe  Bank 
to  resume  its  payments  in  specie  at  this 
period ;  and  if  no^  woald  it  be  expedient 
ao  pan  a  laiv«  as  tbey  had  feraierly  pro* 
f»eaed«  to  fix  the  veaoo)ptioo  of  oath  pay- 
jiitnts  at  any  specific  timet  ^be  circum- 
stances of  wbicb  tbey  could  not  foresee  ? 
Ho  bad  at  that  time  pointed  out  to  the 
satisfaction  of  tbe  minority  of  tbe  House* 
that  similar  rises  in  tbe  price^of«ihe  precious 
meuis  bad  taken  place  when  there  was  no 
paper  curreacy  at  all*  and  when  there  was 
a  paper  currtncy  oonvertible  into  iu  ao- 
mmal  value  in  money.  This  proved 
that  the  rise  did  not  4epend  on  tbe 
depreciation  of  the  paper  enrrency.  It 
was  4riK»  as  asserted  oa  tbe  other  tide,  thsi 
gold  had  advanced  in  prise  within  tbe  last 
yoar,-  and  the  argument  tbey  v? ouM  draw 
trooi  shis  waa*  Ibat  tbe  circuiatton  of  f>aper 
bad  increased*  and  oonsequeatly  its  worth 
diminiabed.  Now  the  case  was  not  so* 
and  this  fact  afibrded  another  argument  in 
eoufirmation  of  the  fallacy  of  ibeir  rea« 
eoBiBg.  For  bis  part*  he  found  a  sufficient 
cause  Sot  the  rise  of  gold  in^  tbe  vast  aog^ 
neatation  of  our  foreign  expenditure  2  and 
atill  more  in  tbe  total  interruption  of  tbe 
avpplies  of  the  precious  metals  from  Sooth 
America*  which  in  iuelf  wa^  sufficient  to 
noconnt  for  the  advance  upon  those  metals 
10  the  market.  The  circumstaaces  of  tbe 
present  year  were  also  somewhat  remark* 
able.  After  the  debates  of  Isat  semion  the 
price  of  bullion  remained  for  aome  time 
pretty  steady  ;  but  of  late  it  had  rimn 
aaddealy  to  the  extent  stated  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite*  It  bad  so  risen  on 
ibe  opening  of  tbe  inlaroonrse  with  Russia* 
whence  <n  excessive  demand  had  occa^ 
atoned  a  aimilar  rise  all  over  Europe. 
Tbe  nostrum  of  tbe  BuUioa  Committee 
waa  to  resume  payments  in  cash;  bat 
whefs  was  it  to  be  got  ?  Tbe  mines  of 
America  were  stopped*  and  tbe  balance  of 
trade  was  against  as  with  every  other 
coaatry.  It  appeared  then*  that  we  most 
either  have  sacrificed  oar  political  pros- 
pects* withdrawn  oar  army  from  the  con* 
tioentt  and  have  surrendered  tbe  hopes  of 


EeropOt  ^v  we  moat,  for  the  present*  have 
continued  the  bank  restrictions.  Happily 
for  our  char,acter*  honour,  and  greatness* 
the  latter  alternative  had  been  adopted. 
•^The  right  hon«  gentleman  then  wenl 
into  a  justification  of  bis  resolution  re* 
corded  last  session*  and  contended  thai 
the  paper  of  tbe  Bank  of  England  was*  for 
all  legal  purposes,  equivalent  to  coin: 
thi)ogb  certainly  not  so  to  those  who 
wished  to  melt  it  down*  or  make  it  the  sub* 
ject  of  foreign  trade*  wbicb*  however*  was, 
and  bad  long  been*  coptrary  to  the  lawa 
of  the  land*  Could  it  have  been  possible 
to  enforce  these  penal  laws  vigilantly  and 
perfectly*  gold  would  have  had  no  other 
valiMban  paper  of  (he  same  denomination, 
and  the  only  diffurence  between  them  was« 
that  tbe  ope  oould  be  converted  iat«t 
boUioni  the  other  could  not.  The  ano^ 
maly  of  lixbt  guineas  had  been  much  ani- 
madvertecToo,  but  this  was  no  new  case  ; 
there  were  abundant  instances  in  our  his-* 
tery#  of  light  gaineas  being  more  valuable 
than  standard  coin,  long  before  the  Bank 
restrictian  was  ever  thought  of.  The 
enormous  profits  of  tbe  Bsnl  bad  also 
been  dwelt  upon  :  to  this  be  would  bear 
testimony, that  the  Bank  was  an  unwilling 
party  to  those  measures  whence  the  profits 
accrued,  and  which  were  forced  upon  it 
by  ibegoirernment.of  tbe  country.  «Tbe 
Siaok  bad  ever  evinced  a  desire  to  be  re» 
leased  from  these,  restrictions*  and  the 
preparations  it  made  for  resuming  pay- 
ments in  specie  were  a  sufficient  proof  of 
its  readiness  so  to  do*  whea  it  oould  be 
permitted  consistently  with  tbe  public 
good.  Tbe  practical  question  now  waa* 
whethec  tbe  period  had  arrived*  when 
they  coold  give  up  the  safeguards  that  had 
been  imposed  for  the  "preservation  of  oar 
metallic  currency*  and  to  protect  tbe  pub* 
lie  generally  from  individnal  vexation  and 
oppremion  ?  All  that  the  public  wanted 
was  to  go  on  quietly  with  the  currency 
tbey  were  used  to ;  bot  this*  it  was  in  the 
power  of  any  one  to  disturb*  onlem  tbe 
present  law  was  passed  to  protect  deblofa 
from  Ihe  exaction  of  paymenu  in  a  me* 
diom*  which  it  was  oat  of  their  power  to 
obtain.  The  ad  had  arisen  oat  of  tbe 
provocation  of  one  indtridua]*  bot  for 
whom  tbey  might  have  been  quiet  yet* 
and  the  necessity  for  tbe  law  never  baifo 
been  raised.  It  was  now  iadispensible 
to  protect  the  sabject  from  erievoas  op* 
pression:  and  be  submitted  that  there 
were  stronger  reaeons  for  its  continuance 
than  even  for  its  being  originally  passed. 


S31]    HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 

Mr.  Ptnutm!^  expressed  his  sorpriie  at 
iome  of  the  positions  of  the^righl  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Ezcbeqoer ;  and  he  was 
not  less  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  the 
House,  which,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
its  own  Resolution,  had  passed  the  present 
Bill,  to  preventthe  effect  of  that  inequality 
which  the  Resolution  of  the  House  went  to 
deny.  The  Resolution  asserted  that  bank 
Botes  and  guineas  were  in  equal  public  es- 
timation, and  perfectly  equivalent ;  but  if 
ao,  why  did  landlords  demand  payment  of 
their  rents  in  gold,  and  if  the  pretended 
equivalency  did  exist,  why  pass  an  act  to 
force  the  landlord  to  receive  paper  ?  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  told  the  House  that  bank'^ilotes 
were  equivalent  to  gold,  asapplicable  to  all 
lawful  purposes.  Was  the  payment  of 
rent  a  lawful  purpose  ?  And  if  paper  was 
equal  to  gold,  whv  pass  a  law  to  gaard 
the  tenant  against  tne  landlord's  demand 
for  gold  ?  How  the  right  hon,  gentleman 
or  the  House  could  be  persuaded  to  enter- 
tain  such  opinions,  he  could  not  divine  ; 
and.  yet  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  continued  to  tell  the  House 
that  an  equivalency  still  existed.  Did 
that  equivalency  exist  when  the  bank  note 
was  at  what  he  called  a  depreciation  of  5 
per  cent.  ?  and  did  that  equivalency  re- 
main unaltered,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
preciation had  increased  to  15,  20,  and 
even  30  per  cent.  ?  Could  the  right  hon. 

fentleman  find  any  one  who  would  give 
im  a  guinea  for  a  pound  note  and  a  shil- 
ling ?  Could  he  go  into  a  market  and  pur^ 
chase  as  much    of  a  commodity  with  a 

found  noUeand  a  shilling,  as  with  aguinea? 
f  that  equivalency  still  existed,  why  did. 
we-  find  such  difficulty  in  obtaining  guineas? 
Was  any  such  difficulty  experienced  pre- 
viously to  the  depreciation  of'paper  ?  m; 
and  the  present  difficulty  was  easily  ac- 
counted for,  because  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  was  not  true.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  referred  the  present  scarcity 
and  high  price  of  gold,  to  the  non-impor- 
tation of  bullion  from  America ;  but 
would  this  apply  to  England  alone  ? 
Would  it  not  afiect  France,  and  all  Eu- 
rope? Would  the  right  hon.  gentlemati 
•ay  that  gold  was  as  scarce  and  as  dear  irf 
France  ?  Would  he  assert  that  the  paper 
circulating  in  that  country  was  at  a  dis- 
count of  35  percent.  ?  He  told  the  House 
that  a  bank  note  was  equal  to  a  guinea  for 
all  lawful  purposes,  bat  that  it  was  not 
lawful  to  melt  guineas.;  would  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  burn  a  bank  note  to  prove 
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its  value  ?  fire  would  prove  the  value  of  a 
guinea,  when  melted  it  was  even  oaore  v»» 
loable  than  before,  but  burn  a  bank  Dote^ 
and  it  produced  only  ashes.  He  waa  in- 
formed  that  the  Bank  had  given  notice  to 
the  bankers  in  London,  that  they  could  no 
longer  be  supplied  with  tokens.  If  the 
bank-note  had  n6t  depreciated,  why  waa 
that  specie  commonly  called  change  so 
scarce  as  to  bear  a  premium  in  almoet 
every  country  town  in  England,  nay,  he 
had  been  told,  even  in  the  metropolis  ? 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  told  the  Hoese, 
that  the  Bill  was  levelled  against  lord 
King :  he  did  not  know  the  motivea  of  the 
proposers  of  the  Bill.  But  he  believed  the 
Bill  was  intended  to  sppport  the  Beaolotioa 
of  that  House,  which  it  in  fact  disap- 
proved, and  to  protect  the  paper,  which 
bad  lost  its  legitimate  protection— -the  good 
opinion  of  the  public.  He  had  no  doubt 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  intended  to  press 
the  Bill ;  but  he  saw  no  reason  to  hurry 
on  its  consideration  at  this  period.  Bt^ 
fore  he  concluded,  he  wishea  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer what  he  paid  for  bills  to  remit  to  the 
continent;  what  premium  he  gare  for 
such  bills;. what  a  hundred  poundacort 
the  country,  when  remitted  lo  the  oooii- 
nent?  [The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqacf 
signified  his  intention  not  to  answer  the 
question.^  The  right  hon.  gentleman  re- 
peated his  question.  He  profeaied  to  be 
uninformed  on  t,he  subject.  H,e  had  never 
heard  of  any  similar  refusal.  He  plainly 
saw  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
not  give  time  to  new  members  to  acquire 
information  on  the  subject,  but  that  he  was 
determined  to  cram  his  obnoxtoua  Bill 
down  the  throat  of  the  House.  Such  con- 
duct he  considered  as  indecent  and  im- 
proper, and  should  therefore  support  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Mannmg  rose  principally  in  conse- 
quence of  an  allusion  made  by  the  right 
hon.  gentletoan  who  spoke  last  to  the  in* 
sufficient  issue  of  tokens  by  ^ihe  Bank  of 
England.  It  was  true  that  the  company 
had  deemed  it  expedient  to  disceatiaue 
the  issue  of  tokens  to  a  certain  extent  to 
private  bankers,  from  a  fear  that  the  sup- 
ply would  not  be  adequate  to  the  demand: 
large  as  the  sum  might  appear,  it  could 
be  proved  by  incontrovertible  testimony, 
that  within  the  last  fifteen  months  no  less 
than  nearly  two  millions  sterling  had  beea 
delivered  from  the  Bank  in  tokens  of  3s. 
and  Is.  6d.  No  opportunity  had  been  lost 
of  promoting  their  circulation,  but  its  ex* 
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tent  mtitt  of  coune  be  gOTerned  by  the 
tmemil  of  the  importations*  With  regard 
to  the  iMae  of  bank  paper*  he  hoped  that 
the  Hoase  would  believe  him  when  he  as- 
•erted,  that  as  late  as  yesterday  evening, 
it  did  not  ezeeed  twenty«two  millions  and 
a  half.  In  Joly  or  August  1 8 10,  it  would 
be  remembered  that  the  number  of  notes 
in  circnlation  was  about  twenty-five  mil- 
lions sterling;  but  this  excess  was  ocea- 
sioned  by  the  failure  of  two  large  houses 
in  London,  which  produced  a  considerable 
sensation  in  the  country.  Bankers  in  the 
various  principal  towns  then  made  de- 
mands upon  the  Bank,  to  ensure  them- 
selves against  the  consequences  of  a  run 
upon  their  firms;  but  within  six  months 
the  greater  part  of  three  millions  was- re- 
turned to  the  Bank  of  England,  without 
having  been  employed.  It  could  not, 
therefore,  with  justice,  be  said,  that  the 
issue  of  bank-notes  at  this  time  was  exces- 
sive, or  that  the  high  price  of  bullion  had 
been  odcmsioned  by  it.  One  hon.  gentle- 
man had  contended,  that  the  Bank  indis- 
erioainately  discounted  commercial  paper 
by  its  notes.  This  assertioo  was  oy  no 
means  correct,  as  it  was  established  by  evi- 
dence before  the  House;  the  issue  for  this 
purpose  was  always  much  below  the  de- 
mand. The  hon.  gentleman  then  advert- 
ed to  the  evil  consequences  that  would  re* 
suit  to  the  country  if  this  Bill  were  not 

gassed ;  and  disclaimed  on  the  part  of  the 
iank  of  England  any  desire  to  liave  their 
notes  maintained  by  paiiiamentary  autho- 
rity, since  the  confidence  reposed  in  the 
company  by  the  country  at  large  wasfally 
adequate  to  their  support. 

Mr.  H^  Tkomuonf  as  a  member  of  the 
Bullion  Committee,  whose  conduct  and 
report  bad  been  so  severely  stigmaticed, 
felt  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  in  de- 
fence of  that  body.  It  ought  to  have  been 
recollected  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  at  the  time 
the  committee  recommended  to  the  House 
that  the  Bank  should  be  compelled  to  re- 
new cash  payments  in  two  years,  the 
country  was  by  no  means  in  the  situation 
in  which  it  was  now  placed.  Our  com- 
moditiea  were  not  then  excluded  from 
the  continent  by  that  regulsr  system 
which  at  present  prevailed,  and  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  consequently  on  all  articles 
was  not  so  much  against  us.  The  main 
question  with  regard  to  the  Bill  now  under 
consideration  was,  whether  the  issue  of 
bank  paper  did  or  did  not  tend  to  influ- 
ence the  exchange  ?    And  thinking  that 
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it  had  that  influence,  he  had  voted  that 
the  cash  payments  should,  at  the  end  of 
two  years,  be  renewed,  with  a  view  cer- 
tainly, that  if  at  the  end  of  that  period 
it  was  found  from  any  causes  imprac- 
ticable, the  time  should  be  enlarged  from 
year  to  year  until  the  company  had  the 
means  of  callinff  in  all  their  notes :  at  pre- 
sent every  booy  would  admit,  that  to 
compel  the  Bank  to  pay  in  specie  would 
be  a  gross  act  of  injustice.  There  were 
advantages  belonging  to  a  paper  system, 
and  even  to  an  extended  issue  of  notes^ 
1.  It  was  a  great  convenience  to  merchants 
who  could  thus  with  ease  obtain  discount 
lor  their  bills.  2.  It  was  an  equal  facility 
to  government  in  raising  loans.  3.  IS 
laid  a  burden  upon  the  shoulders  of  those 
who  were  best  able  to  *bear  it,  and  di- 
minished  the  weight  that  would  otherwise 
be  imposed' upon  the  poor.  It  might  also 
be  a  very  serious  question  whether,  sup- 
posing the  Bank  had  always  paid  in  specie,' 
the  legislature  would  not  have  been  called 
upon  to  remedy  inconveniencies  resulting 
from  that  system,  instead  of  passing  Bills 
to  amend  errors  belonging  to  the  present, 
considering  our  relation  with  the  continent 
of  Europe.  As  matters  now  stobd  it  waa 
perfectly  evident  that  Bank  paper  had 
depreciated-  35  per  cent.  Where,  that 
depreciation  would  end  it  was  impossible 
to  divine,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, by  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
proposed  no  remedy  to  prevent  its  depre- 
ciation even  to  100  per  cent.  Under 
these  ci remittances,  the  subject  was  to  be 
viewed  in  a  very  serious  and  painful  light, 
since  its  consequences  might  be  so  ruinous. 
Another  point  to  be  contemplated  was  the 
proposed  'abolition  of  local  tokens,  after 
the  25th  of  March.  If  such  a  measure 
were  resorted  to,  what  was  to  supply  the 
deficiency?  Small  change  for  the  com- 
mon transactions  of  life  was  every  where 
wanted,  even  with  the  aid  of  these  local 
tokens;  but  when  they  were  withdrawi^ 
the  governor  of  the  Bank  had  admitted 
that  that  establishment  had  it  not  in  its 
power  to  issue  any  silver  to  make  good 
the  loss  that,  would  be  sustained  in  the 
districto  where  local  tokens  were  in  circu- 
lation. 

Mr.  Whiitked  Keene  said,  he  had  sup- 
ported the  measure  on  former  occasions, 
as  the  only  means  to  resist  the  military 
despotism  with  which  we  were  threatened. 
It  was  perhaps  paying  dear,  but  not  too 
dear,  for  salvation.  As  long  as  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution  should  survive,  this 
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Kttie  ipot  would  coniiBue  to  strife;  baf 
•sertiont  were  nccettary.  and  conndering 
the  meamire  the  Bill  went  to  cootiDue 
•e  one  of  those  exertions^  he  would  sop- 
port  it. 

Lord  Folkeiume  did  not  mean  to  diseuss 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  hot  should  sug- 
gest a  course  which  he  cooceired  it  woald 
be  advisable  to  pursue.  He  thought  that 
it  would  be  the  best  w^  to  soflEer  the  Bill 
to  pass,  since  ministers  represented  it  to 
be  of  urgent  necessity;  but  it  would  he 
better  that  it  should  be  a  short  Bill  renew- 
ing  the  present  Bill  for  three  or  four 
months,  so  that  after  the  recess  the  House 
might  have  full  time  to  acquire  the  infor- 
mation necesmry  to  the  discussion  of  this 
isnportant  question  in  all  its  bearings.  He 
Ihoucht  the  question  of  kcal  tokens, 
which  had  been  mentioned,  was  one  which 
lequired  much  eoosideratton.  If  the 
eeone  he  had  proposed  should  meet  the 
Tiews  of  the  Hoose^  he  hoped  his  hon. 
iriend  would  have  no  objection  to  with* 
draw  his  amendment* 

Mr.  ffntUsMfi  expressed  hb  regret, 
that  he  was  prevented  by  indispoeition 
6om  delivering  his  sentimenla  oa  the 
impoftaiit  questmn  before  the  Housob 

Mr.  Ctmntjf  vrished  to  know,  before  the 
question  was  pot,  whether  ministers 
would  accede  to  the  proposal  of  his  noble 
friend,  and  agree  to  have  the  Bill  passed 
for  a  short  period  ? 

Lord  CaaAena^  said,  thai  several 
braackes  of  the  present  question  most 
remain  Sot  discussion  on  some  future 
occasion,  but  he  was  not  aware  pS  wblj 
circumstances  which  could  possibly  hap- 
pen within  the  limited  period  which  had 
neen  mentioned  that  could  tend  to  render 
the  present  measure  unnecessary* 

Mr*  WkUktmi  was  sijMerely  sorry  for 
the  cause  which  prevented  the  hon.  ge»* 
lleman,  who  was  a  great  authority  oh  these 
subjects,  from  delivering  his  sentiments  on 
the  present  occasion,  wtnoh  appeared  the 
regular  period  for  discussing  tk«.principie 
of  the  Bill*  He  certainly  thought  tbit 
there  was  something  in  this  BUI  so  incon* 
sislent  with  the  resoiutionanpen  which  it 
was  founded,  that  he  thought  tbe  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  House,  should  be  somewhat 
ashaoaed  of  first  resolving  thai  gold  and 
paper  were  equal  in  public  estimation,  and 
then  passing  a  law  to  force  the  public  to 
act  as  if  they  were  really  of  equal  value 
in  their  estimation.  He  certainly  con- 
sidered that  the  act  which  had  been  passed 
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last  session  bad  dooo  great  violence  to  the 
property  of  landlords,  whose  estates  had 
been  let  out  on  long  leases.  The  effect  of 
it  was,  that  the  landlord  was  to  receive  less, 
and  the  fanner  to  pay  les4»  tban  what 
was  contracted  for,  althoogh  the  fanner 
was  also  to  have  all  the  advantages  of  the 
depreciation,  by  an  increased  price  on 
every  thing  which  his  farm  pipodoced* 
The  fact  was^  that  when  lord  King  issued 
that  notice  to  his  tenanto,  which  had  been 
so  much  canvassed,  he  required  of  bis  te- 
nanu  either  Jto  pay  him  in  gold  according 
to  the  contract,  or  else  in  Bank-paper  at  s 
rate  stated  in  the  notice,  which  waa  lem  ia 
fact,  than  he  would  be  entitled  to  noooid* 
ing  to  the  fair  value.  A  great  <4enl  had 
been  mid,  by  the  right  hon.  the  CbaooeUor 
of  the  Exchequer*  about  public  fstansaiioa. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  was  n  grave 
man,  and  delivered  his  opinions  i^  n  grave 
manner;  yet  nothing  could  be  nsore  lu- 
dicrous than  his  assertion,  thai  in  all 
traasaotieiis  where  mea  wvere  not  inciinsd 
to  incur  the  penalties  gf  the  lawj  ibe  bvik 
note  and  guinea  were  of  equal  vehae*  Lst 
that  right  hen.  Gentleman  go*  if  be  could 
disguise  himself  sufficiently *«^s  be  had 
desired  him  (Mr*  W.)  to  torn  anfbrsaer, 
though  be  wouM  not  himself  inforsa  about 
his  mend  the  Jew-^et  him  fo  into  any 
shop*  and  he  would  find  that  a  shopkeeper 
would  give  5s.  worth  more  of  goods  for  a 

Sinea  than  for  a  note  and  a  shilling.  Ia 
» estknation  of  such  a  person— in  the 
estimation  of  the  Jew,«-aad  in  Ibonstima* 
tion  of  the  buyer  of  light  guineas  men- 
tioned by  kis  hon.  friend,  it  wse  clear  that 
the  two  things  were  not  reckoned  equiva- 
lent Some  peraoni^  kwleed  saidt  that 
bank  notes  were  superior  to  gukmns,  be* 
cause  they  coukl  net  be  Jmarded  in  the 
same  soanner,  for  instance,  in  an  invasion* 
and  thus  check  the  means  of  purchasing 
necessaries.  This  was  true.  People  heard* 
ed  what  was  valuable,  and  what,  if  re-pro- 
duced, would  deosend  an  equivalent; 
whereas  ii|  an  invasion,/BsDk-notes^  whe- 
ther above  ground,  or  helow  it,  wonki  be 
of  equal  value^^^that  waaof  no  valoeat  all* 
An  hon.  gentleman  bad  argued  as  if  this 
Bill  bad  been  the  caase  m  our  uaainte* 
nance  of  the  Spanish  struggle,  and  had 
carried  lord  Wellington  through  the  cam- 
paign :  whereas,  in  fact,  the  Sill  was  not 
passed  till  the  end  of  the  year  181 1,  when 
it  came,  forced  upon  the  oniwilling  nainis- 
ters^  fr^m  the  other  HouBe,  like  a  clap  of 
thunder.  But  had  it  filled  the  military 
chat  of  lord  Wellington  ?  No!  that  chest 
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was  aitogetiier  empty,  and  lard  Welling* 

toD  bad  l>een  forced,  al  Madrid,  to  make  a 

loan  of  a  lew  ilioosand  doHart.    The  of* 

ficefs  of  bit  army  (all  except  tbote  of  the 

▼cry  fintfuik)  wereio  destitota,  that  they 

bad  not  oven  one  piece  of  roelal  hf  the 

comiaon  conferu  and  necetiariet  of  life. 

A    material  question    had   been   aiked, 

though  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 

tfao  fiacheqoer  had  not  thoaght  proper  to 

answer  it ;  what  |>rice  he  gave  Amt  bills  to 

remit  abroad,  and  whether  the  premium 

did  not  make  that  ?ery  article  disappear 

which   was   most  wanted  ?   Robespierre 

had  prohibited  certain  aittcles  from  beinc 

sold  above  a  certain  price,  which  caosed 

those  articles  to  Tanith  entirely^  from  the 

market.    Tokens    had  been  issaed  from 

the  Bank,  and  they  had  diMppeared  in 

proporiioQ  as  Iha  depreciation  ofertook 

the  correocy.     He  should  be  glad  to  ask 

the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether 

by  oonnivance,  or  otherwise,  the  govem- 

■lent  bonght  ganioa%  wbHo,  at  the  same 

time,  they  were,  by  thefa*  attorney  and  so- 

licitor«  prosectitiag9  oaaviollng,  and  pn* 

Bishtng  others  Ibr  tba  same  oimce  }  The 

right  hon«  ffentlemaa  had  bom  applied  to, 

and  refused    to  act  in  eantravention  of 

his  own  hw;    he  nobly  disdained  the 

ofier»  bat  did  he  make  any  inqoiries  after 

the  oflaoder  f  The  guard  of  the  coach  had 

been  tahen  and  conficted ;    and  marked 

money  and  other  maane  wore  employed 

for  the  detection  of  eflbnders  $  hot  a  man 

came  ifrith  a  friend  olibring  to  commit  a 

breach  of  law  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  t  and  no  enquiries  were  made ; 

DO  marked  guineas  issued.    Thos  the  only 

avenue  being  stopped  for  these  gotneas> 

they  would  oe  necessarily  hoarded :  but 

abolish  the  law,  and  gokl  would  find  iu 

real  value,  and  come  in  plenty  to  the 

*  market    In  the  mean  time  public  credit 

wooM  be  roinedi  fbr  St  Paul's  might  as 

well  stand  without  a  foundation,  as  public 

credit  without  a  meUllk  corrency.     The 

hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  saying  that 

he  should  vote  fisr  the  Amendment. 

The  Chtmcellor  cf  the  ExvAc^aer  denied 
most  solemnlyi  as  he  had  dona  on  a  for- 
mer night,  that  i^ots  were  employed, 
eitW  directly  or  mdirectly,  by  gorert^ 
mtnif  to  parcoase  guineas.  The  man  al- 
luded to,  and  who  had  oAred  97,000  for 
sale,  was  not  prosecuted,  because  it  was 
supposed  he  bad  no  criminal  i^toiKioiis. 
The  last  price  paid  by  government  for 
bills  to  the  continent  wsa  m  pence  per 
milrca. 


Mr.  Ckaaa^  was  aowilling  to  allow  the 
motion  to  go  to  a  division  without  shortly 
stating  the  reasons  that  induced  him  to 
abstain  from  voting  against  a  bill,  the  ge« 
neral  principle  of  which  was,  without 
qualification,  in  direct  opposition  to  ail 
tfaoee  long*established  maxims  of  polftical 
economy,  the  soundness  of  which,  until 
the  last  few  yaars,  no  man  in  that  House 
or  in  the  country  had  ventured  to  question. 
Every  measure  brought  before  the  legis* 
latnre  might  be  considered  in  two  pomta 
of  view ;  the  one  with  reference  to  the  go* 
neral  and  abstract  principle  of  right  or  ex« 
pediency,  the  other  with  reference  to  any 
sjfiicsn  already  established,  from  which  the 
measure  might  be  said  necessarily  to  ema« 
nate.  It  was  in  that  last  point  of  view,  aa 
proceeding  firom  the  principle  adopted  by 
the  House  afler  mature  deliberation—^ 
principle  the  adoption  of  which  he  had  re* 
sisted  to  the  best  of  his  power — that  ho 
fait  bound  to  acquiesce  in  the  Bill.  He 
had  always  contended,  that  the  steps 
which  had  been  subsequently  taken  must 
be  the  necessary  consequences  of  the  first 
step— that  memorable  resolution  to  which 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  had  persuaded  the  House  to  come, 
namely,  that  the  paper  currency  and  tha 
gold  coin  of  the  realm  were,  in  public  ea* 
timation,  of  equal  value.  On  thatoccuion 
he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  stating,  that 
the  principle  of  the  resolutioo  was  pro« 
posed  in  spile  of  individual  knowledae  and 
poblie  notoriety,  and  that  it  was  adspted 
by  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  a 
moment  when  it  was  perfectly  known, 
that  in  one  part  of  that  united  kingdom  at 
least,  guineas  were  publicly,  sold  at  a  pro» 
mium.  He  had  at  that  time  foretold  tha 
Inevitable  consequence  of  passing  such  a 
resolution  in  the  teeth  of  the  fact ;  and 
accordingly  it  so  happened,  that  that 
which  in  may  was  declared  to  %e  theope» 
ration  of  pabnc  opinion,  was  in  July  made 
to  be  the  operation  of  the  law ;  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  which  were  oalled  in,  to 
ovevcetne  the  obstinacy  of  those  who  were 
not  to  be  persuaded  into  conviction.  He  had 
at  that  time  told  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  in  all  cases  in  which  an  attempt  was 
made  to  force  public  opiaion  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  legislature,  recurrence  must 
uHioMilely  be  had  to  ItgaA  means,  |and  to 
the  secular  arm  of  power.  He  heartily 
wished  that  the  qoeslion  were  new  as  open 
as  it  was  before  the  adoption  of  the  reso* 
Kstioit  to  whieh  ho  had  alluded.    The  pro- 
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posed  meamire  might  then  be  arrested. 
But  he  conceived  that  all  the  steps  which 
bad  been  since  taken«were  tfaenatarai  and 
'  luiavoidable  successors  of  the  original 
error..  The  Bill  before  the  House  was  di- 
vided into  two  heads;  the  firsts  Tery  justly 
securing  to  the  public  creditor^  who  was 
paid  in  paper,  the  power  of  making,  in  his 
turn,  payment  in  paper  operative  on  all 
who  had  demands  on  him.  The  other 
head  related  more  immediately  to  the  ori- 
ginal resolution;  it  prohibited  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  guineas  at  a  price  above 
their  nominal  value.  Now,  he  confessed* 
that  he  did  not  think  the  latter  part  of  the 
measure  necessary  or  justifiable,  otherwise 
than  as  it  went  to  bear  out  the  legislature 
in  their  original  resolution ;  for  he  could 
not  conceive  nor  had  he  ever,  heard  de* 
scribed  the  inconvenience  of  allowing 
guineas,  which,  being  no  longer  in  circu- 
lation, were  only  pieces  of  bullion,  to  find 
their  level  in  the  market  like  any  other  com* 
modities,  and  not  to  be  driven  into  hoards 
or  out  of  the  country.  As  to  penal  laws 
for  preventing  the  exportation  of  any 
coin,  when  that  coin  could  be  disposed  of 
abroad  at  a  higher  value  -than  that  at 
which  it  would  pass  at  home,  it  was  a 
subject  on  which  all  authorities  agreed.  It 
was  the  concurrent  opinion  of  aU  writers 
on  political  economy— of  all  statesmen— 
of  all  financiers,  that  let  such  laws  be  as 
sanguinary  as  possible-*let  them  be  written 
in  blood,  they  would  be  ineffective.  The 
great  Colbert  had  declared,  that  if  a  wall  of 
brass  were  built  round  a  country,  the  pre- 
cious metals  would  find  some  chink  through 
which  to  escape,  if  it  were,  the  interest  of 
any  of  the  community  that  they  should 
do  so.  Respecting  the  propriety  of  this 
part  of  the  Bill»  therefore,  he  entertained 
considerable  doubts :  with  regard  to  the 
unfortunate  necesshy  of  the  other  part  of 
the  Bill,  he  had  no  doubt.  But  he  wished 
particularly  to  guard  himself  from  the  sup- 
position that  he  would  vote  in  any  stage 
of  the  Bill  on  the  ground  taken  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  another  hon. 
member,  namely,  that  the  country  must 
reconcile  itself  to  the  present  onerous 
state  of  things,  and  must  be  content  to 
build  its  future  prosperity  upon  it,  aban- 
doning all  hope  of  setting  right  that  most 
important  of  subjects— the  situation  of  our 
internal  currency ;  and  that,  because  the 
inconvenience  to  which  we  were  exposed 
was  partly  natural  and  partly  aggravated 
by  the  last  parliament,  we  must  be  satis- 
j^ed  to  consiaer  it  aa  indefinitely  perpetua- 
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ted.  He  confessed  that  he  did  not  pretend 
to  see  a  way  out  of  the  diflBculties  into 
which  the  country  had  been  brought  in 
this  respect  by  the  councils  that  he  had 
opposed;  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  during  the  last  two  years 
those  diflBculties  had  become  so  much 
more  numerous  and  complicated  that  they 
were  out  of  the  reach  of  any  sadden  re- 
medy. He  would  not,  therefore,  rote  for 
the  amendment,  because  it  held  but  a  hope, 
which,  as  he  did  not  entertain,  he  would 
not  appear  to  sanction— that  in  such  a  li- 
mited period  as  that  to  which  the  amend- 
ment referred,  some  remedy  might  be  dis- 
covered for  the  existing  evil.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  the  operation  of  the  Bill  it- 
self would  be  only  for  a  limited  period, 
and  that  during  that  period  the  attention 
of  those  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  was  a  duty,  would  be  turned  to  it 
with  a  view  of  providing,  if  not  a  remedy 
for  the  evils  which  had  already  been  in- 
curred, at  least  a  preventive  for  those 
greater  evils  which  a  perseverance  in  the 
present  system  must  necessarily  occasioo. 

Mr.  Buitenponh  read  a  letter  from  a 
friend  in  the  country,  in  which  the 
writer  reconmiended  strongly  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  before  the  House,  in  order  to 
sare  the  people  in  his  neighbourhood  from 
the  most  senous  loss,  if  not  from  roin. 

Mr.  Alderman  Jikins  expressed  bia  de« 
cided  opinion,  that  the  present  state  of  oar 
circulating  medium  was  not  owing  to  the 
conduct  of  ministers,  or  of  any  other  aet  of 
men;  but  io  the  growing  commerce  of 
the  country,  which  the  whole  metallic  cur- 
rency of  the  world  would  have  been  in- 
sufficient to  supply;  and  he  eameetly 
wished  that  this  fact  were  distinctly  on- 
derstood  throughout  the  country. 

The  House  then  divided : 

For  theAmendment..*^ •••...  19^ 

Against  it 139 

Majority ....^i  \0 


JHsaers^. 

LewiSyF. 

Martin  (TewksimfT). 
Norih,  D. 
PhUUps,  Q. 

PoQsonby,Rt«HoD.G. 
ycnion,  G. 
Whitbrcad,  S. 
Wesleme,  C.  C« 


AberdTMnbyi  Hoo.*Ji 
Braod,  Hon.  T. 
isaDuigioOy  1. 
Benoet,  Hob.  H.  G, 
Combe,  H. 
Ctlveit,  C. 
Fazakerley,  N. 
Grenfel,  F. 
Gordon,  W. 
Hamilton,  Lord  A. 
Lubbock,  J. 


Lord  Folkestoocw 
Thos.Crervey. 
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COLCHESTSR     ElBCTION^PiTITION    OF 

Mr.  Harvey.]  A  Petition  of  Daniel 
Whiuli)  Harvey,  esq.,  was  delivered  in 
mnd  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  at  the  last  election  for  the  bo- 
roogh  of  Colchester,  the  petitioner,  and 
also  Robert   Thornton  and  Hart  Davis, 
esqrs.  vrere  candidates  ;   and  thit  a  poll 
being  duly   demanded,    the    same   was 
granted  by  the  returning  officer,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  accordingly ;   that*  the  said  re* 
turning  officer  admitted  many  persons  to 
Tote,  and  entered  their  names  in  the  poll- 
book  for  the  said  R.  Thornton  and  H.Davis, 
who  had  no  right  or  title  to  vote,  and  re-  I 
jected  the  votes  of  many  persons  havins 
right  and  title  to  vote,  and  who  tendered 
them  for  the  petitioner,  and  whose  votes 
ought  to  have  been  received  for  the  peti- 
tioner, and  entered  accordingly  ;  and  that 
the  said  R.  Thornton  and  H.  Davis,  by 
themselves,  their  several  and  respective 
Hgents,  did,  after  the  teste  of  the  writ  of 
election,  and  at  and  during  the  said  elec- 
tion, and  before  their  election,  give,  pre- 
sent, and  allow,  to  divers  persons  having 
votes  in  the  said  election,  money,  meat, 
drink,  and  entertainment,  and  provision, 
and  make  presents,  gifts,  fewards,and  en- 
tertainments, and  agreements,  obligations, 
and   engagements   to    give,    and    allow 
money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  presents, 
rewards,  and  entertainments,  to  and  for 
such  persons,  and  to  and  for  the  use  and 
advantage,  benefit,  emolument,  and  profit 
end  preferment  of  such  persons,  in  order 
to  be  elected ;  and  that  the  said  R.  Thorn- 
ton and  H.  Davis,  before  and  at  and  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  said  election,  by  them- 
selves, their  several  and  respective'agents, 
friends,  managers,  and  others  on  their  be- 
half, were  guilty  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, and  corrupt  practices,  and  that  the 
said  R.  Thornton  and  H.  Davis,  before  the 
•aid  election,  and  at  and  during  the  same, 
by  themselves,  their  several  and  respective 
agents,    friends,    managers,    and  others 
employed  bv  them  on  their  behalf,  did, 
hyr  gilU  and  by  rewards,  and  by  pro- 
mises, agreements,  and  securities  for  gifts 
and  rewards,  corrupt  and  procure  divers 
persons  to  give  their  votes  on  the  said 
election  for  them,  the  said  R.  Thornton 
and  H.  Davis,  and  to  forbear  to  ffive  their 
votes  to  the  petitioner,  by  which  said 
unlawful  and  corrupt  practices  of  the  said 
R.  Thornton  and  H.  Davis,  their  agents, 
friends,  managers,  and   others,  they  the 
•aid   R.  Thornton  and  H.  Davis  obtained 
an  apparent  majority  oter  the  petitioner, 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


and  procured  themselves  to  be  returned; 
and  that,  at  the  time  of  the  said  election 
and  return*  the  said  R.  Thornton  was  not 
seised  of,  or  entitled  to,  such  an  estate  ia 
law  or  equity  as  would  enable  him  to  be 
returned  for  the  said  borough,  according 
to  the  statute  of  the  0th  queen  Anne, 
whereas  the  petitioner  alleges  that  he  had 
a  majority  or  legal  votes  at  the  said  eleo 
tion,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  ; 
which  said  several  corrupt  practices  of  the 
said  R.  Thornton  and  H.  Davis  have  been 
and  are,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  pe» 
titioner,  and  in  violation  of  the  freedom 
and  purity  of  elections;  and  praying, 
that  the  premises  may  be  taken  into  con« 
sideration,  and  that  the  House  will  de- 
clare that  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  CoU 
Chester,  or  give  such  other  relief  as  to  tha 
House  shall  seem  fit." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  18th  February. 
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Wednesday,  December  9. 

Catholic  Claims.]  The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  presented  a  Petition  from  tha 
dean  and  chapter  6f  Canterbury,  against 
the  Catholic  Claims,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Duke  of  Abi^^ilifc  expressed  his  regret 
at  the  hostility  of  the  petitioners  to  those 
concessions  to  our.Catholic  fellow-subjects* 
which  he  considered  essential  to  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  the  state,  coupled  with  an 
adequate  security  to  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment, to  which  establishment  no  man 
was  a  warmer  friend  than  himself.  He 
was  surprised  also  at  the  fear  expressed  in 
the  Petition,  that  granting  the  claims  of 
the^Catholics  would  lead  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Test  and  Corporation  Acts,  and  thereby 
remove  the  security  of  the  Protestant  esta* 
blishment.  It  was  well  known  that  no 
ministry  had  ventured  to  enforce  these 
acts ;  that  they  were  hong  op  from  year 
to  year,  and  that  no  ministry,  however  in- 
tolerant, could  venture  to  carry  them  into 
executibn.  He  hoped  that  these  Petitions 
were  merely  the  over-zeal  of  Individuals, 
and  that  they  were  not  set  on  foot  by  any 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He  trusted, 
however,  th&t  as' the  discussion  of  the 
great  question  relative  to  the  CaiholijC 
Claims  was  not  to  come  on  till  after  the 
holidays,  that  all  the  Petitions  against 
those  claims  woald  be  by  that  time  before 

•(B) 


SiS]       HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

the  Hoa6e«  in  order  that  they  night  be 
the  better  enabled  to  take  the  whole  sub- 
ject into  consideration. 


AppcaU* 
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Wednesday,  December  9. 

Gold  Coin  Bill.J  On  the  motion  for 
going  into  a  Committee  on  this  Bill, 

Lord  Polkesiane  said*  he  wished  it  to  be 
passed  only  for  a  few  months,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  have  time  to  give  suffi- 
cient Vronsideration  to  the  measure.  He 
was  altogether  against  the  renewal  of  this 
Bill,  and  thought  what  had  passed  in  the 
debate  last  night  sufficient  to  lead  him  to 
that  opinion.  Of  all  the  speakers  last 
night,  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  the  only  one  who  spoke 
in  praise  of  the  Bill.  Whilst  several  who 
voted  for  it  said  that  they  did  so  not  from 
any  approbation  of  its  principle,  but 
under  the  influence  of  various  temporary 
circumstances.  He  had  many  objections 
lo  the  Bill,  and  said,  that  the  legislature 
ought  to  pass  laws  for  the  prevention,  not 
for  the  production  and  multiplication  of 
crimes.  This  Bill  increased  the  tempta- 
tion to  crime,  drove  all  our  gold  and  silver 
out  of  the  market,  and,  by  thus  increasing 
their  value  as  compared  with  Bank  of 
England'  notes,  promoted  the  buying  and 
selling  of  guineas.  The  persons  who  had 
been  punished  under  this  Bill  being 
mostly  ignorant,  and  therefore  unable  to 
understand,  or  perhaps  to  read  the  act,  bad 
been  seduced  and  entrapped.  But  why 
had  not  a  late  wholesale  offender,  the 
person  who  offered  27,000  guineas  to  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  who  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  why  had  he  not 
been  brought  to  justiqe  ?  It  might  be 
even  said,  that  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  neglected  his  duty 
to  tbe  public  (for  gold  was  much  wanted 
for  the  public  service)  in  not  accepting  of 
the  offer ;  for  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
pay  for  the  sum  in  country  bank  notes, 
by  which  means  he  could  have  evaded 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  the  Com* 
iBittee,and  the  several  clauses  were  agreed 
lo. 

DoTiss  ON  Rice.]  Tbe  House  having 
resolved  into  a  committee  upon  the  Duties 
on  Ricoi 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  stated 
bit  object  to  be  the  proposition  of  a  tax 


upon  rice  imported  from  any  other 
quarter  than  the  East  Indies.  He  depre- 
cated any  objection  to  this  proposition, 
upon  the  ground,  that  it  applied  to  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  for  in  point  of  fact  the 
operation  of  the  case  would  be  to  secure 
a  supply  of  rice  from  our  own  territories, 
while,  i^ircumstances  should  render  tbe 
importation  of  the  article  desirable  from 
America  or  elsewhere,  it  would  not  be 
raised  inconveniently  high  to  the  con- 
sumer. The  necessity  of  this  arrange- 
ment, he  illustrated  by  referring  to  an  in- 
stance in  which  government  had  paid  5  or 
600,000/.  in  bounties  on  the  importation 
of  rice  from  the  East  Indies,  which  rice 
had  never  been  nsed  for  human  food,  hot 
devoted  to  poultry,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
importation  from  other  places.  Here, 
then,  was  a  loss  to  the  treasury  anci  to  the 
importers,  without  any  relief  to  the  public. 
To  prevent  the  occurrence  of  anch  an 
event,  he  proposed  tovrithdraw  the  bounty 
upon  East  Indian  rice,  while  an  additional 
tax  was  imposed  noon  rice  imported  from 
other  quarters.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man submitted  a  resolution.  That  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  ten  shillings  per  cwt.  be 
imposed  upon  all  rice  imported  from  any 
country  not  belonging  to  his  Majesty,  or 
not  within  the  territories  of  the  Eaat  India 
Company.-«>The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Thirsdeqi,  December  10. 

ApPBAts.1  Lord  Redadale  mentioned, 
that  it  would  be  of  great  importance  to 
the  public  service  to  have  a  speedy  de- 
cision on  an  Appeal  now  before  the  Hoose, 
relative  to  encroachments  in  Portamonth 
Harbour,  and  suggested  the  expediency  of 
hearing  it  on  an  early  day  after  the  re- 
ceu. 

llie  Lord  Chancdbr  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  take  this  Appeal  out  of  its 
course,  provided  it  could  be  done  with- 
out injustice  to  the  other  suitors  before  the 
House.  If  tbe  Appeal  now  alluded  to 
could  be  heard  in  the  morning,  to  that  it 
might  not  interfere  with  the  regular  course 
of  proceeding  in  regard  to  other  appeals, 
he  should  be  willing  to  agree  to  such  an 
arrangement.  It  would  be  felt  to  be  an 
indispeniible  act  of  josttce  to  the  (»tber 
f  niton  to  make  tome  tuch  an  arrange- 
ment, when  he  stated,  that  of  the  270 
Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  now  on  the 
taoie,  the  last  of  them,  according  to  tbe 
mode  of  hearing  hitherto  acted  upon. 
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conld  not  be 
from  this  time. 

Lord  Redt^dak  had  no  objection  to  agree 
to  ibis  arrangement.  It  was  only  the  im- 
portance of  the  case  to  the  public  service 
tbat  induced  him  to  propose  to  take  it  out 
of  its  course.  His  lordship  went  into  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill  recently  passed 
by  the  House  and  sent  down  to  the  Com- 
monst  for  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chan- 
cellor,  observing,  that  either  that  measure 
most  be  carried^  or  the  House  must  aban- 
don its  appellato  jurisdiction.  Which  was 
ibe  more  constitutional  cpune»  it  needed 
no  argument  to  point  out  The  greatest 
grievances  and  hardships  to  parties  arose 
from  the  delay  in  hearing  appeals  in  that 
House,  and  the  only  eflfectual  remedy  he 
conceived  to  be«  to  give  assistance  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  order  to  enable  that  noble  and  learned 
lord  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords,  at  times 
when  at  present  he  was  required  to  sit  in 
tbe  Court  of  Chancery.  It  was  also  of 
importance  that  some  measure  should  be 
adopted  to  compel  the  attendance  of  peers, 
during  tbe  mornings  for  three  or  four  days 
in  the  week,  in  order  to  the  hearing  and 
deciding  upon  appeals  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  functions  of  the  House,  and  the 
interests  of  suitors.  His  lordship  moved 
that  the  Appeal  in  question  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  first  day 
after  the  recess. 

Viscount  ilfeA^lf^urged  the  great  im- 
portance of  deciding  upon  this  Appeal  as 
speedily  as  possible,  as  it  involved  in  a 
great  degree  the  existence  of  Portsmouth 
harbour. 

The  Lord  Chtmedkr  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  imporunce  of  the  case  to  the 
public  service,  and  was  anxious  that  some 
arrangement  might  be  adopted  with  a 
view  to  its  speedy  decision.  He  pro- 
posed, therefore,  that  the  hearing  should 
commence  on  the  first  day  afiter  next 
term,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
that  the  Lords  should  be  summoned  during 
each  day  of  its  progress.  As  to  himseU^ 
whether  in  or  out  of  office,  be  would  cer- 
tainly attend.  With  regard  to  the  Bill 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chancellor, 
he  had  cautiously  abstained  from  saying 
any  thin^  upon  it,  being  satisfied,  that 
although  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  Bill 
had  reference  only  to  a  Chancellor,  and 
.  not  to  the  Chancellor,  still  that  what  fell 
fiPDia  him  upon  the  subject,  would  be  re- 
ceived with  a  certain  degree  of  prejodice. 
He  woold^  howererj  say  tbit  mck»  that 
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he  would  not  have  suffered  tbe  measure 
to  have  gone  on  to  its  ultimate  stage,  had 
he  not  been  thorouebly  convinced  of  its 
absolute  necessity,  for  th»  assistance  of 
sQitors4n  that  House. 
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TkuTsday^  December  10. 

Trbgony  Election — Petition  op  Ma. 
O'Callagan  and  Ma.  Thornhill.]  A 
Petition  of  James  O'Callagan  and  Thomas 
Thornhill  esquires,  was  delivered  in  and 
read;  setting  forth, 

"That  at  the  last  election  for  the  borough 
of  Tregony,  Alex.  Cray  Grant,  and  Wil- 
liam Holmes,  esquires,  and  the  petitioners 
James  O'Callagan,  and  Thomas  Thornhill 
esquires,  were  candidates;  and  that  the 
mayor  of  the  said  borough  is  the  proper 
returning  officer ;  and  that  John  Hearle, 
at  the  time  of  the  said  election,  was  mayor  ; 
and  that  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C. 
Grant,  by  theinselves,  and  each  of  them 
by  himself,  and  by  his  and  their  agents^ 
Itc.  did  make  presents,  gifts,  rewards,  and 
entortainment,  and  promises,  agreements, 
obligations,  and  engagements  to  give  and 
allow  money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  pre- 
sents, rewards,  advantages,  and  entertain- 
ment to  and  for  several  persons  so  having 
or  claiming  right  to  vote  in  the  said  elec* 
tion,  and  to  and  for  the  use,  advantage, 
benefit,  and  profit  of  such  persons  so  hav- 
ing or  claiming  right  to  vote  in  the  said 
election,  in  order  to  be,  and  procure  them- 
selves the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C. 
Grant  to  be  elected  contrary  to  and  in 
contempt  of  tbe  provision  of  the  act  of 
7th  William  the  third,  and  the  sundinff 
order  of  the  House,  whereby  tbe  said  W. 
Holmes  and  A.  C«  Grant  were  disabled 
and  incapacitated  to  serve  for  the  said 
borough,  and  the  election  and  return  of 
them  are  wholly  null  and  void ;  and  that  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  contrary 
to  and  in  defiance  of  the  act  of  the  40th 
of  his  present  Majesty,  in  despite  of  the 
salutary  provision  therein  contained,  did, 
after  the  passing  the  said  act,  and  ore- 
vious  to  the  said  election,  by  diemsel ves, 
and  each  of  them  by  himself,  or  some 
person  or  persons  for  or  on  their  or  hie 
behalf,  give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  or  pro- 
mise or  agree  to  give,  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  gift  or  reward,  to  some  persoa 
or  persons,  upon  an  engagement,  contraot^ 
or  agreement,  that  such  last-mentioned 
person  or  persons  should,  by  biasself  or 
themselves,  or  by  others  at  his  or  their 
soUciCattoD^  request  or  c9Piiiiand#  prociiro 
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or  endeavour  to  procure,  the  return  oF 
theanr  the  said  VV.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant, 
respect! rely,  to  serve  in  parltameut  for  the 
name  borough ;  and  that  they  the  said 
W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  did  also,  after 
the  passing  of  the  said  act.  and  previous 
to  the  'said  election,  by  themselves,  and 
each  of  them  by  himself,  and  by  some 
other  person  and  persons  on  their  and  his 
behalf,  give^  or  procure  to  be  given,  and 
did  promise  to  give,  or  procure  to  be 
'given,  divers  offices,  places,  and  employ- 
ment to  divers  persons,  on  an  express 
contract  and  agreement  that  such  last- 
mentioned  persons  should,  by  themselves 
or  others,  at  their  solicitation,  request,  or 
command,  procure  the  return  of  them  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  where- 
by the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant, 
vere  incapacitated  to  serve  in  the  present 
parliament,  and  the  election  and  return  of 
them  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C. 
Grant,  are  wholly  null  and  void ;  and  that 
the  returning  officer  at  this  election  ad- 
mitted many  persons  on  the  poll  for  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  €.  Grant,  who  had 
no  right,  and  were  incapable  of  voting  at 
the  said  election ;  and  that  the  said  W. 
'Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  previous  to  and 
at  the  time  of  the  said  election,  by  them- 
selves respectively,  and  by  their  respective 
agents  and  others  on  their  behalf,  were, 
and  each  of  them  was  guilty  of  bribery 
and  corruption,  in  order  to  procure  them- 
selves  to  be  returned  members  for  the  said 
borough ;  and  that,  previous  to  and  at  the 
said  election,  public  notice  was  given  to 
the  returning  officer,  and  also  to  all  the 
persons  who  voted  at  the  said  election  for 
the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  that 
th^  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant, 
had  given  and  allowed  to  divers  persons 
having  votes  at  the  said  election,  meat, 
drink,  entertainment,  and  other  provisions, 
in  order  to  be  elected  for  the  said  borough, 
contrary  to  and  in  violation  of  the  statute 
in  that  case  made  and  provided,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
against  such  pl-actrces ;  and  that  the  said 
>W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  had  been 
guilty  of  bribery  and  corrupt  practices,  in 
order  to  be  elected,  and  had  also,  by 
themselves,  and  by  others  in  their  be- 
half, and  with  their  knowledge  and  con- 
sent, given,  and  promised  and  agreed 
to  give,  divers  sums  of  money,  gift,  and 
rewards,  and  offices,  places,  and  employ* 
ment.  to  divers  persons  having  votes-  at 
the  said  election,  and  also  to  others,  in 
9rcler  that  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C. 
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Grant  might  be  returned  for  the  said  bo- 
rough, contrary  to  the  laws  in  being 
against  such  practices ;  and  that,  by  rea- 
son of  the  premises,  the  said  W.  Holoies 
and  A.  C.  Grant  had  become  incapable  of 
serving  as  a  member  for  the  said  boroogh 
ill  the  present  parliament,  and  that  all 
votes  given  for  them,  or  either  of  them. 
after  the  said  public  notice  of  their  inca- 
pacity, would  be  thrown  away ;  and  that, 
by  the  corrupt,  undoe.  and  illegal  prac- 
tices aforesaid,  and  by  various  other  cor- 
rupt and  illegal  means  and  practices  by 
the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  and 
their  agents,  a  considerable  nnmber  of 
votes  on  the  poll  was  obtained  by  them 
the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  over 
the  petitioners ;  and  the  returning  officer 
at  the  said  election  illegally  returned  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  as  doly 
elected  for  the  said  borough,  whereas  the 
petitioners  had  a  majority  of  legal  aad 
uncorropt  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned  for  the  said  borough;  and  that 
neither  of  them,  the  said  W.  Holmes  and 
A.  C.  Grant,  had.  at  the  time  of  bis  said 
election  and  return,  such  an  estate,  in  lav 
or  equity,  to  and  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit,  in  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, over  and  above  what  will  satisfy  all 
incumbrances  that  may  alFect  the  same, 
of  the  annual  value  of  300/.  above  re- 
prizes, to  qualify  him  to  be  elected  and 
returned  for  the  said  borough,  according 
to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  the  act 
of  parliament  in  that  behalf,  whereby  the 
election  and  returning  of  each  of  them  arc 
void ;  and  praying,  that  they  may  be 
heard,  by  themselves  or  their  counsel,  as 
to  the  matter  of  this  Petition,  and  that  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  may  be 
declared  not  doly  elected,  and  that  the 
petitioners  may  be  declared  doly  elected 
for  the  said  borough  of  Tregony.*' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  23d  of  February. 

Motion  bsspbcting  the  Kino's  Geb- 
MAN  Legion.]  Lord  Foikesiome  rose  and 
addressed  the  House  nearly  as  follows  :•— 
Sir;  the  question  to  which  I  am  about  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  appears  to 
me  one  of  too  much  importance  to  be  for 
a  moment  withheld  from  its  consideration. 
I  evinced  my  sense  of  this  importance  by 
taking  the  earliest  day  possible  to  give  no- 
tice of  a  motion  with  respect  to  it,  and  I 
should  have  certainly  brought-  it  forward 
on  that  day  if  I  bad  consulted  only  my 
bwa  feelings;  bat  an  applicatioa  haruig 
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been  made  to  me  by  a  noble  lord  opposite, 
who  wished  ihe  boiiness  to  be  postponed,  oa 
groonds  which  appeared  reasonable,  I  ac* 
quiesced  ia  that  wish,  and  the  matter  has 
stood  o?er  from  the  early  day  of  the  ses- 
sion which  I  first  fixed  npon  till  the  pre- 
sent time.  But  if  the  papers.  Sir,  for 
which  I  shall  nowmofe,  are  refused,  I 
shall  hare  reason  to  regret  my  ac- 
qaiescehce,  for  there  are  several  persons 
now  onaToidably  absent  who  would  ha?e 
supported  my  motion,  if  brought  forward 
on  the  day  originally  fixed  ;  and  I  shall 
have  reason  to  impute  to  the  noble  lord, 
as  a  motive  for  delay,  merely  the  wish  to 
resist  me  by  a  greater  majority  than  he 
conld  have  presented  without  it*  I  trust 
and  believe,  however,  that  the  delay  was 
not  requested  with  this  view;  but  for  the 
sufficient  reasons  then  assigned  by  the 
noble  lord.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  several  members  present  who  belonged 
to  the  former  parliament,  that  in  the 
course  of  last  session  I  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  infraction  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  which  was  committed  by  the 
introduction  of  foreign  officers  into  native 
regiments;  it  will  be  also  recollected, 
that  the  consequence  of  the  motion  I  then 
made  was  (he  production  of  returns  which, 
though  regular  in  their  form,  were  im- 
perfect in  their  essence :  as  they  included 
only  the  foreign  officers  on  home  serf  ice, 
and  did  not  embrace  those  employed 
abroad ;  the  reason  assigned  for  the  im- 
perfection being,  that  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to .  ascertain,  within  the  time  specie 
fiedy  the  number  of  officers  of  the  de- 
scription in  questioi^  who  were  engaged 
in  the  latter  service.  In  consequence  of 
this  defect,  #ne  of  my  objects  to  night  is, 
to  obtain  the  information  I  then  sought  to 
a  greater  extent' than  I  could  then  obtein 
it,  to  ascertain  the  total  number  of  foreign 
officers  who  have  been  introduced  into  our 
native  corps,  and  also  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  such  officers  employed  upon 
the  steff ;  for  the  House  will  bear  in  mind, 
that  it  has  been  provided  by  an  express 
statute,  that  even  the  officers  of  the  <X>th 
regiment,  who  are  chiefly  foreigners,  shall 
not  be  capable  of  holding  staff  employ- 
ments. The  circumstance.  Sir,  upon  which 
I  grounded  my  notice  of  motion  was,  an- 
Order  which  issued  from  the  Horse- 
Guards  in  August  last,  and  which  I  deem 
it  neceaaary  to  read  to  the  House,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Gaaette  on  the  IBth  of  that 
month.  It  is  as  follows :— '«  War-Office, 
''AogQst  18,  1819.— Mbmobamdum*    In 
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'*  consideration  of  the  Sling's  German  Le- 
'*  giou  ha?ing  so  frequently  distinguished 
''  themselves  against  the  enemy,  and  par* 
ticularly  upon  the  occasion  of  the  recent 
victory  obtained  near  Salamanca,  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  is 
pleased,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf 
**  of  his  Majesty,-  to  command,  that  the 
"  officers  who  are  now  serving  with  tem- 
"  porary  rank  in  the  several  regiments  of 
**  that  corps,  shall  have  permanent  rank  in 
*'  the  British  army,  from  the  date  of  their 
**  respective  commissions.'' — I  will  not 
call  this.  Sir,  an  infraction  in  the  law,  for 
happily  the  law  will  be  found  to  offer  a 
resistance  too  strong  to  be  borne  down  by 
it ;  but  it  certainly  is  an  attempt  to  vio- 
late the  law,  an  attempt  to  give  duration 
to  the  services  of  officers  beyond  thelimito 
assigned  to  them  by  an  express  actof  |iar« 
liament— an  attempt  to  put  them  on  an 
equality,  in  point  of  permAnencv,  with 
the  officers  of  the  British  army.  The  law 
limits  the  duration  of  the  services  of  the 
German  Legion  to  the  period  of  the  war 
and  twelve  months  after,  but  it  would  seem 
to  be  the  intent  of  this  Order  in  defiance  of 
the  statute  to  render  the  existence  of  that 
corps  permanent.  It  is  possible.  Sir,  that 
the  Order  in  question  may  receive  a  dif- 
ferent interpretation  from  that  which  I 
give  it,  from  the  noble  lord  opposite; 
and,  therdfore,  in  order  that  I  may  not  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  House  need- 
lessly, before  I  proceed  further,  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  ask  the  noble  lord  whether  I  have 
correctly  understood  the  drift  of  the  Or- 
der, for  without  some  explanation  on  that 
head,  I  might  found  argument  on  what 
would  possibly  turn  out  to  be  a*  complete 
misconception. 

Lord  Falmcnian  begged  the  noble  lord 
would  repeat  his  construction  of  the  words 
of  the  Order. 

Lord  FolkeUcm  proceeded.  I  am  sorry 
I  have  not  been  fortonate  enough  to  make 
myself  understood  to  the  noble  lord  ;  but 
to  be  as  plain  as  I  can,  my  object  is  to 
know,  whether  the  Order  be  intended  to 
give  to  the  foreign  officers  foisted  into  our 
service  (I  do  not  use  the  expression  in  an 
invidious  sense)  all  the  advantages  enjoyed 
by  British  officers )  Are  they,  by  virtue 
of  it,  to  be  rendered  not  removable  from 
the  service  at  a  particular  time  ?  Are  they 
to  be  entitled  to  half-pay  ? 

Lord  PaUneman,  They  are  not  meant 
to  have  any  privileges  or  advantages  in 
the  service  which  may  militate  against  the 
law.    It  was  neither  the  mtenttoo«  nor 


SSI]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

can  it  be  the  effect  of  the  Order  to  gire 
the  oificera  of  th^  German  Legion  any 
privileges  or  advantages  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  under  which  they 
were  serving. 

Lord  FolkeOone  resumed.  If  that  be  the 
ease,  then  the  law  is  altogether  nugatorjr ; 
it  is  a  mere  nothing:  but  the  terms  in 
which  it  is  couched  are  manifestly  incon- 
sistentwith  the  explanation  given  by  the 
noble  lord.  As  I  before  stated,  the  Order 
conld  not,  if  it  were  meant  to  do  so,  im- 
pugn the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  overstep 
that  act  by  which  the  German  Legion  was 
ambodied ;  but  unquestionably  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  worded  was  extremely 
Npngnant  to  the  spirit  of  that  act ;  and 
for  this,  since  the  noble  lord  has  dissipa- 
ted my  apprehensions  of  an  injury  to  the 
comtitotion  being  meditated,  I  can  only 
aecount  by  supposing,  that  the  dictionary 
veferred  to  at  the  war-office  affords  a 
greater  variety  of  meanings  to  ordinary 
terms  than  any  thesaurus  of  the  language 
.in  common  use.  According  to  the  expla^ 
imtion  given  by  the  noble  lord,  it  might 
be  supposed,  that  the  ministers  at  the 
War«office  considered  the  meaning  of  the 
words '  temporary'  and  '  permanent'  to  be 
the  same,  but  until  the  War-office  could 
transform  the  English  language  as  they 
bad  transformed  the  English  arm^,  tlie 
true  sense  would  be  perfectly  obvious  to 
every  man  who  had  sense  to  compre- 
hend any  thing.  It  appears,  then.  Sir, 
by  his  statement,  that  here  is  an  advan- 
tege  and  no  advantage  ;  a  boon  is  granted 
to  the  officers  of  the  German  Legion,  and 
the  reason  assigned  for  it  is,  their  distin- 
guished and  meritorious  conduct  when 
brought  to  act  against  the  enemy. — **  In 
consideration,"  says  the  Gasette,  "  of  the 
King's  German  Legion  having  so  frequent- 
ly distinguished  themselves  against  the 
enemy,  particularly  in  the  recent  battle  of 
Salamanca !"— And  this  is  certainly  what 
would  justify  a  boon  of  no  ordinary  mag- 
nitude ;  yet  when  this  mighty  reward 
comes  to  be  examined  it  turns  out  to  be 
one  of  a  nfost  umubstantial  nature ;  one 
with  which,  if  the  officers  of  the  German 
Legion  be  satisfied,  we  cannol  sufficiently 
admire  their  moderation.  The  noble  lora 
would  answer,  perhaps,  with  equal  intelli- 
gibility, that  this  was  meant  as  a  rewaid 
tor  meritorious  service,  but  what  boon  was 
it  to  tell  a  man  that  something  should  be 
bestowed  ipen  bkn,  which,  from  a  positive 
enactment,  conM  never  be  realiied  ?  The 
Order  states  that  bia  Soynl  Highneis, 
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in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  bie  Ma- 
jesty, has  been  pleased  to  confer  penna^ 
nent  rank  on  the  officers  of  the  Gefman 
Legion,  who  had  hitherto  only  enjoyed 
temporary  rank.  Why,  Sir,  none  of  tbMi 
had  any  thing  but  temporary  rank.  The 
'  corps  itself  is  but  temporary  ;  and  bere. 
Sir,  1  shall  take  the  opportunity  of  ateting 
a  curious  fact  connected  with  the  present 
subject,  and  which  will  show  bovr  unrea- 
sonable it  would  be  to  grant  tbsit  privi* 
leffe  to  the  officers  of  the  German  Legioo 
which  I  was  led  to  apprehend  bad  been 
granted  to  them:  It  is  a  rule  in  the  ser- 
vice, that  even  natives  who  enter  it  as  offi- 
cers in  any  but  the  lowest  rank,  canoot  be 
promoted  or  have  more  than  tenpoiary 
rank,  and  sir  Thomas  Graham,  who  lately 
received  the  thanks  of  this  House,  having 
entered  the  service  as  a  colonel « is  a  me- 
morable instance  of  the  truth  of  tbis  fiacL 
Officers  of  this  description  receive  no  pr»> 
motion^  but  remain  in  thesitoation  in  which 
they  first  enter  the  service.  Now,  Sir, 
there  surely  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  foreigners  should  enjoy  privileges 
from  which  his  Majesty's  anbyjecto  an 
themselves  .debarred;  but  that  would  be 
the  case  if  the  German  officers  were  to  bave 
permanent  rank.  These  people  came  ever 
here  in  great  numbers  in  the  year  1804; 
it  wu  a  sufficient  evil  that  they  were  then 
promoted,  one  made  a  colonel,  and  aniH 
ther  a  lieutenant-colonel,  with  temporary 
rank,  because  they  were  barons  and  counts, 
and  highly  connected,  but  now  tbey  are 
advancing  to  shoulder  British  general  offi- 
cers, who  have  risen  progressively  to  their 
rank,  out  of  employment,  to  be  inverted 
with  the  command  of  garrisons  and  dis- 
tricts, even  in  thu  our  native  land,  and  it 
would  be  rather  too  much  to  add  to  it  by 
now  giving  them  an  advantage  which  a 
Briton  entering  the  service  of  his  sove- 
reign, under  the  same  circumstances,  is 
rendered  incapable  of  enjoying ;  it  wonld 
be  violating,  moreover,  if  not  the  letter, 
certainly  the  spirit  of  the  Act  by  which 
he  is  so  incapacitated.  On  what  pri»* 
ciple  could  this  be  attempted  i  One  of 
them  had  actoaily  the  command  of  a 
district«-how  was  tbis  innovatioii  de* 
fended  by  his  Majesty's  ministers^  in 
the  teeth  of  the  Act  ot  Settlement  end 
of  that  by  which  they  were  embodied. 
Bet  let  us  contrast  with  a  little  attention 
the  words  of  the  Order  with  whatbaa  been 
said  by  the  noble  lord.  Does  there  nos 
seem  to  be  a  strange  inconsistency,  re- 
sulting fiPODi  aucb  a  conliast;  the  Order 
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says,  thai  Ibe  German  officers  shall  hare 
permanent  rank  in  th»  British  army ;  the 
Act  of  Settlement  says,  that  they  shall  not 
have  more  than  temporary  rank,  and  the 
noble  lord  says,  that  the  Order  and  the  Act 
are  not  in  the  least  at  variance.  Was  it 
that  at  the  War*office,  not  being  able  to 
comprehend  their  own  Order,  they  were 
actnally  incompetent  to  understand  the 
obvious  wording  of  an  act  of  parliament  ? 
Did  they  make  any  nice  distinction  between 
what  they  might  call '  temporarily  perma« 
nent/  and  *  permanently  temporary  ?'  Let 
others  solve  this  difficulty  as  they  may ; 
for  my  part  I  cannot,  by  any  effort  of 
mine,  comprehend  what  the  nature  of  this 
permanent*temporary  rank  is,  or  bow  these 
conflicting  terms  can  be  brought  into  such 
close  alliance.  And  let  me  observe.  Sir, 
that  there  is  no  explanation  in  the  Order 
of  this  langaage.  If  this  permanent  rank 
were  confined  to  the  German  Legion,  no 
person  could  object  to  it ;  for,  as  the  Ger- 
man Legion  itself  is  only  temporary,  it 
could  only  be  temporary  also.— -But  the 
Order  expresses,  '<  permanent  rank  in  the 
British  army  '"  which  does  not  stand  on  a 
temporary  basis,  as  the  officers  are  not 
liable  to  be  dismissed  like  those  of  the 
German  Legion,  and  are  also  legally  en* 
titled  to  half-pajT*  Most  assuredly  an  ex- 
planation is  desirable,  if  it  were  only  to 
prevent  those  who  are  not  so  well  versed 
in  the  bearing  of  adjectives  as  the  scholars 
of  the  War-omce,  from  supposing  that  the 
Order  was  either  framed  by  very  ignorant 
persons,  or  with  a  view  to  entrap  the  on- 
wary  Germans  (equally  ignorant  with 
themselves  of  the  English  language)  and 
make  them  combat  with  greater  seal,  in- 
spired by  gratitude  for  advantages  they 
were  never  to  enjoy.  However  this  may 
be.  Sir,  I  am  happy  at  having  obtained  an 
assorance  from  the  noble  lord  that  no  in- 
fraction of  the  law  is  intended ;  for,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  the  apprehension  that 
such  was  the  intention,  has  created  much 
disturbance  and  uneasiness  in  the  army, 
which  of  course  will  now  subside :  and  is 
it  any  wonder  that  it  should  have  galled 
most  British  officers'  feelings,  who  after 
having  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives 
and  wasted  their  fortnnes  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  find  the  privilege  of  lead- 
ing her  gallant  bands  to  victory,  that  pri- 
vilege, Uie  hope  of  enjoying  which  had 
sweetened  so  many  hours  of  toil  and  den- 
ser, suddenly  wrested  from  their  grasp  in 
favoer  of  persons  only  just  entered  the  ser- 
vice«  and  natives  of  a  foreign  land  ?— The 


noble  lord  concluded  by  stating,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  of  the  Order,  he  would 
change  the .  nature  of  his  motion.  The 
motion  which  he  originally  intended  to 
have  made  was  merely  for  papers :  but  he 
would  with  the  leave  of  the  House  submit 
a  motion,  which  should  extort  firom  the 
War-office  such  an  interpretation  of  the 
Order,  such  an  exposition  of  their  own 
meaning,  as  to  convince  the  officers  of 
the  British  army,  that  they  would  not 
receive  that  injury  and  insult,  which  they 
at  present  believed  was  intended,  and 
would  undeceive  the  German  Legion  as  to 
the  boon  which  they  supposed  had  been 
bestowed  upon  them.-— [His  lordship  here 
consulted  with  the  gentlemen  about  him.1 
—He  then  suted  that  he  was  not  prepare^ 
to  submit  the  motion,  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, that  evening,  and  it  was  suggested^ 
by  several  of  his  friends,  that  the  best  way 
would  be,  as  a  ground-work  for  his  ulti- 
mste  object,  to  confine  himself  to  a  part  of 
his  original  motion,  which  he  would  do* 
His  lordship  then  moved—"  That  an  hum* 
ble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal  bif^h* 
ness  the  Prince  Begent,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  order  that  there  bo 
laid  before  the  House  copies  of  all  Orden 
iMued  from  the  War-office,  respecting  the 
rank  of  the  officers  serving  in  the  Kmg'f 
German  Legion.'' 

Lord  Piuneman  said,  if  the  laconic  ex- 
planation he  had  been  permitted  to  giv^, 
had  so  far  altered  the  view  which  tbia 
noble  lord  had  taken  of  the  subject,  as  to 
cause  him  to  vary*  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree, the  course  hh  at  first  intended  to 
pursue,  he  could  not  help  flattering  him- 
self, that  if  he  had  been  suffered  to  answer 
the  noble  lord's  speech,  before  he  made 
it,  or  rather,  to  have  explained  the  terms 
of  the  Order,  he  inight  have  spared  him 
some  trouble,  though  the  House  would 
have  been  thereby  deprived  of  the  advan- 
tage of  listening  to  his  eloquence'  and  his 
humour.  This  speech  was  entirely 
grounded  upon  misconception.  He  ap* 
prehended  the  difierence  between  him 
and  the  noble  lord  arose  from  a  source 
which  often  occasioned  disagreement— it 
proceeded  from  a  mere  dissimilarity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  certain  words* 
which  could  very  readily  be  rectified. 
Here  there  was  a  misconception  of  the 
word'  permanent,' notunnatural  with  those 
who  were  not  acquainted  with  the  techni- 
cal terms  of  the  British  army,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  wu  lufficient  to  settle  tbo 
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whole  question.  The  words  temporary 
and  permanent  were  only  used  to  point 
out  different  ranks,  contra-distinguished  in 
one  respect,  but  not  in  others,  which 
might  be  applied  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  the  words*  Permanent  rank  was 
that  which  was  common  to  e?ery  officer 
in  the  British  army— temporary  rank  va- 
ried from  it,  and  was  conferred  on  those 
who  raised  men,  or  performed  other  ser- 
Ticeb,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining. hish 
commissions,  without  proceeding  by  the 
previous  steps  to  promotion,  and  were 
precluded  from  precedence  and  command, 
except  in  the  particular  corps  in  which 
the  rank  was  obtained.  It  did  not,  gene- 
rally, confer  promotion  in  the  brevet  of 
the  army,  nor  did  it,  as  it  ceased  with  the 
reduction  of  the  corps  in  which  it  was 
given,  entitle  the  person  holding  it  to 
half- pay.  So  far  the  noble  lord  might  be 
well-founded  in  his  construction  of  the 
Order ;  for,  if  there  were  no  act  of  parlia- 
ment, it  would  be  giving  them  a  more 
durable  situation  than  if  they  possessed 
merely  temporary  rank.  But  the  House 
must  be  aware,  as  well  as  those  who 
framed  the  Order,  and  those  to  whom  it 
was  addressed,  that  it  was  so  construed 
with  reference  to  the  act  of  parliament,  by 
which  the  German  Legion  was  embodied 
and  retained  in  the  service.  The  Order 
now  in  question  implied  nothing  contrary 
to  the  law ;  neither  did  it  apply  to  all  the 
officers  in  the  German  Legion,  but  only 
to  those  of  superior  rank.  It  was  by  no 
means  correct  to  say,  that  all  the  officers 
in  our  foreign  corps  had  only  temporary 
rank.  Such  as  were  appointed  in  the 
commencement  were  certainly  in  that 
predicament ;  but  as  vacancies  occurred 
they  were  filled  up  by  persons  upon  whom 
permanent  rank  was  conferred,  and  who 
were  placed  in  every  respect  on  a  footing 
with  their  brother  officers.— Many  of  our 
foreign  corps  were  in  fact  brought  into 
service,  complete  established  corps.  The 
Germans  however  were  not  so,  but  the 
officers  and  privates  were  for  the  most 
part  individuals  who  had  been  in  the  Ha* 
noverian  service,  and  it  was  deemed  neces* 
sary  that  they  should  be  united— it  was 
considered,  however,  equally  necessary 
that  the  officers  should  hold  the  same  re- 
gimental rank  in  the  new  corps,  which 
they  held  previously  when  in  the  German 
service.  But  the  analogy  of  our  service 
had  been  preserved  :  the  first  officers  had 
only  temporary  rank :  but  the  whole  of 
the  corps  were  not  serving  with  tempo- 
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rary    rank.     The  noble  lord,    however, 
seemed  to  think,  that  all  the  officers  of 
the  German  Legion  possessed  only  tem- 
porary rank  at  the  time  the  Order  was  is- 
sued ;  but  if  he  looked  to  the  Army  List, 
he  would  see  that  not  merely  in  the  Ger- 
man Legion,  but  in  all  the  foreign  corps, 
though  the  generals  and  colonels  had  only 
temporary  rank,  yet  all  those  officers  who 
had    been  promoted   as  vacancies  arose, 
were  appointed  with  the  ordinary  rank  of 
the  army — so  that  it  most  at  once  be  seen 
that  this  Order  did  not  apply  to  all  ranks, 
but  to  those  who,  having  perhaps  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  more  particularly 
useful    to  the  service,  were  selected  as 
worthy  of  extraordinary  approbation.    If 
the  noble  lord  asked,  as  it  was  a  fair  ques- 
tion arid  the  drift  of  his  argument  went 
that  way;  whether,  these  foreign  officers 
acting    under  laws  which  declared  their 
services  of  a  temporary  nature,  it  was  in- 
tended   that    they    should    possess  rank 
longer  than  the  law  specified  ?  To  this  he 
must  answer,  certainly  not;   and,  as  he 
said  before,  the  Order  must  be  construed 
with  reference  to  the  act.      What  did 
the  act  do  ?  It  authorised  the  king  to  grant 
commissions  and  letters  of  service  to  fo- 
reigners;   and  did    not  say,    that   they 
should  he  different  from  those  held  by 
British  officers.    The  law  authorised  com- 
missions   to  be  generally  granted— 4ind 
whether  they  were  called  temporary  or 
permanent,  they  must  be  guided  ultimately 
by  the  act  of  parliament.     With  this  re- 
ference it  would  be  seen  that  the  existence 
of  their  commissions  would  cease  with  that 
of  the  corps  to  which   tliey    belonged. 
Neither  did  the  Order  entitle  them  to  half- 
pay  ;  nor  did  it  interfere  in  the  least  de- 
gree with  the  interests  of  the  British  of> 
ficers    in    our    service.    The   act  nnder 
which  the  German  Legion  was  organised 
directed  that  when  German  officers  should 
s^rve  along  with  British,  that  offieer  should 
take  the  precec!(pncy  whose   commission 
was  of  the  oldest  date,  but  in  no  degree 
did  it  tend  to  violate  the  law,  l>ecau8e  it 
ffave  German  officers  no  one  advantage 
m  rank.  promotioUi  or  duration  of  service. 
Then  it  miffht  be  asked,  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  those  commissions  on  other 
points,    and    what    benefit     would     the 
German  officers  derive  from  this  Order  ^ 
This  advantage  only  did  they  derive  from 
the  Order,  that,  at  the  period  when  tbeir 
commissions   should    cease,    their    rank 
having  been  4j|(e  common  permanent  rank 
of  the  army,  their  names  would  slill  be 
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printed  in  tbe  Armv  List«  asan  bonoanble  | 
remembraoce  of  the  terfices  th«y   bad 
done  the  coaDtry»  and  tbey  would  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  raok    to  which   their 
merits  10  un^uestiODably  entitled  then. 
Now,  if  this  pefmanent  rank  did  not  vio- 
late the  law  or  the  com titution,  by  gtf  iog 
to  those  officers  a  greater  hold  on  the  ser- 
vice than  they  before  possessed,  coald  the 
noble  lord  contend  that  it  interfered  with 
(he  rights  of  British  officers?  As  to  the 
compiainty  that  they  sometimes  command- 
ed native  officers,  it  shoo  Id  be  recollected 
that  tbe  act  under  which  they  served  au« 
thorised  the  formation  of  articles  of  war 
for  their  government;  and  one  of  these 
gave  tQ  tbe  senior  officer  of  a  deuchment, 
tbe  command  of  the  whole,  for  the  be- 
nefit of   the  service,  and  as  was  vsual 
jn    the    army  in  j^enerai.     Those  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the 
arosy  were  perfectly  aware  that  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Uerman  Legion  bad  uniformly 
taken  precedence  according  to  the  date  of 
their  commission,  just  as  if    they  held 
peraiaoeot   rank.    From   aH   this  it  ap- 
peared,  that   the  Order  did   not  inter- 
fere with  the  regular  army,  or  with  the 
act  of  parliament.      The  officers  of  the 
Legion  bad  always  been  pot  in  brevet  as 
permanent,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Order,  to    far    from   enabling  them  to 
ahoulder  out  British  officers,  gave  them 
no    adyaotage   with    regard    to    prece- 
denoe,    or   promotion,   which   they   did 
not  poaa«ss  when   they   first  embarked 
in  tbe  serrice.    Bat,  it  would  be  said,  if 
this  Ord«r  did  not  give  anv  advantage,  for 
what  purpose  was  it  issueo  ?— and  on  this 
point  the  noble  lord  was  very  satirical, 
obsenrimg  with  great  severity  on  the  igno- 
rance oi  those  connected  with  the  War- 
.(^ce,  whom  he  seemed  to  think  unac- 

ioaioted  with  their  own  language.  But 
e  wonlil  tell  tbe  noble  lord,  that  the 
Order  which  was  issued  by  the  Com- 
nuuidar-io-Ghief,  was  intended,  and  was 
ao  uadcraUMKl  by  the  c(Scers  themselves, 
to  pay  St  well-merited  compliment  to  a 
very  deserving  body  of  men,  who  had  sig* 
naliaed  themselves  not  only  in  one  action 
hat  throi^hout  the  whole  campaign. 
Some  boo.  gentlemen  might  think  it  a 
.boon  not  worth  having,  but  he  was  sure 
that  those  who  best  knew  their  pure  and 
honoorable  feelings,  were  convinced  that 
it  waa  mo^  gratifying  to  the|n.  What 
Ihey  acquired  was  honour,  the  end  and 
aim  of  a  aoldier ;  that  for  which  he  ibught 
and  died.  To  the  German  Legion  such  a 
(VOL.  XXIV,) 


reward  was  not»  and  could  not  be  deemed 
a  trifle;  it  was  in  truth  most  gratifying  to 
their  feelings  and  wdcome  to  their  am* 
bition.  Those  who  were  acquainted  front 
previous  unhappy  experience  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  noble  lord  on  the  sub« 
ject  of  tbe  employment  of  foreigners  for 
our  own  and  the  defence  of  our  allies, 
would  be  aware  that  to  carry  this  motion 
was  not  so  much  his  object,  as  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  parliament  to  make 
a  soft  of  declaration  that  his  opinions  wera 
unaltered,  and  that  he  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  same  road  he  had  pursued  during 
the  last  parliament.  If  he  thought  that 
their  employment  was  improper,  all  he 
wished  was,  that  those  who  entertained  a 
difierent  sentiment  should  be  admitted  to 
have  as  much  love  for,  and  as  correct  views 
of  the  constitution  as  their  coponents. — He 
knew  that  many  )kad  an  objection  to  em- 
ploying foreign  soldiers  on  constitutional 
principles.  He  thought,  however,,  that 
those  who  considered  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  as  well  as  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  would  not  object  to  their 
being  employed  at  present.  If  any  man 
would  look  at  the  map  of  Europe,  and  see 
what  a  portion  of  iu  populajtiontbe  enemy 
had  forced  into  hostility  against  thw 
country,  if  be  were  also  to  consider  the 
limitea  population  of  these  two  islands^ 
and  the  extensive  colonies  we  had  to  de- 
fend, and  the  navy  we  had  to  support,  it 
appeared  to  him  hardly  possible  that  such 
a  man  could  now  adhere  to  the  idea  of  not 
employii^  foreigners  in  our  service. 
Looking  at  the  present  state  of  the  wor)d, 
and  viewing  the  countless  bosu  that  were 
arraved  against  Great  Britain,  single 
handed,  it  seemed  to  him  the  height  of 
absurdity  to  make  such  an  objection.  Be- 
cause our  having  swept  the  seas  of  oiur 
enemies,  and  J>ecause  our  small  but  gal- 
lant armies  bad  hitherto  stood  undaunted 
and  unbroken  before  the  overwhelming 
forc^  of  France  and  all  her  dependent 
states,  was  it  to  b?  urged  that  we  were* 
unaided  and  unsupported,  capable  of  sus- 
taining for  ever  so  unequal  a  .contest^ 
That  our  foreign  corps,  and  particularly 
the  German  Lesion,  merited  all  the  re- 
wards that  could  be  bestowed  upon  them, 
no  man,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  he 
might,  would  den^.  Surely  it  would  not 
be  said,  that  the  individuals  now  alluded 
to  were  objects  of  censure  or  distrust.  He 
would  beg  the  House  to  consider,  who 
they  were  ?  They  were  not  adventurers 
intruding  themselves  into  the  service  of 
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this  coQDtry,  but  they  were  Geraians«-the 
natural  subjects  of  our  own  soTereign, 
who  preferred  an  honourable  exile  to  an 
ignominious  servitude;  and  who  were 
bound  by  allegiance  to  the  same  sove- 
reign with  the  natives  of  this  country.  As 
to  the  value  of  their  services^  it  would  be 
seen  from  the  perusal  of  the  different  Ga* 
zettes  which  were  published  in  the  coarse 
of  the  summer.  There  was  no  action  in 
which  part  of  this  gallant  corps  was  not 
foremost  in  every  danger.  It  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  that  ^e  noble  lord  had  laid 
oefore  the  House  sufficient  grounds  for  the 
production  of  papers  ;  but  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  House 
barely  to  reject  the  motion  on  this 
ground.  He  thought  that  the  House 
should  not  allow  itself  to  be  supposed  to 
concur  in  the  idea  of  its  being  illegal  and 
unconstitutional  to  employ  foreign  troops, 
and  that  it  would  be  well,  that  the  new 
parliament  should  have  its  opinion  some 
way  understood  of  the  legality  and  pro- 
priety of  continuing  the  present  system  of 
employing  every  means  of  carrying  on 
oflensive  warfare  which  presented  itself  in 
the  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  Pomonbv  objected  especially  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  noble  lord's  speech, 
and  expressed  a  confident  hope  that,  in 
no  case,  the  House  would  be  led  indi- 
rectly to  express  an  opinion  upon  a  mea- 
sure totally  unconnected  with  the  motion 
before  them.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
candour  of  the  House,  and  to  th^t  of  the 
bon.  gentlemen  opposite  themselves,  whe- 
ther or  no  the  noble  mover  had  said  a 
single  word  as  to  the  expediency  of  em- 
ploying foreign  troops  in  the  British  ser- 
vice ?  But  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last 
had  thought  proper  to  bring  forth  argu- 
ments against  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  and  of  which  he 
was  sure  hot  twenty  members  present  had 
heard  one  word*  He  had  listened  with 
*the  greatest  pleasure  to  the  explanation 
'given  by  the  noble  lord,  as  it  proved  that 
no  unconstitutional  measure  had  been 
adopted,  and  he  was  ready  to  join  in  the 
praises  bestowed  on  the  German  Legion, 
'which  he  thought  they  deserved ;  but,  at 
'  the  same  time,  he  must  observe,  that  the 
noble  mover  was  not  the  only  one  who 
had  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  Order 
which  was  the  object  of  the  motion ;  he 
was  sure,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  whole 
country,  as  well  as  himself,  had  under- 
stood It  as  giving  to  the  Germans  in  our 
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army.  People  were  apt  to  be  swayed  by 
the  obvious  meaning  of  terms,  and  were 
not  certainly  bound  to  know  that  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  War-office,  '  perma- 
nent' meant 'temporary.'  This  it  appeared 
was  the  real  meaning.  He  should  how* 
ever  like  to  know  if  the  noble  lord,  in 
consequence  of  his  eminent  services,  had 
been  promised  a  permanent  possession  of 
his  office,  how  he  would  feel  when,  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace,  or  perhaps  twelve 
months  afterwards,  he  should,  be  told  that 
permanent  meant  only  temporary,  and 
be  accordingly  desired  to  resign  his  situa- 
tion.— ^The  very  natural  misconception 
arising  out  of  the  wording  of  the  Order, 
led  the  nation  at  large  to  believe,  that 
German  officers  were  to  have  permanent 
rank  with  British  officers  in  the  British 
army.  But  as  he  now  understood,  from 
the  noble  Secretary  at  War,  that  those  of* 
ficers  were  only  to  rise  graduaRy  in  their 
corps,  according  to  their  seniority,  all  he 
could  say  was,  that  if  this  was  intended 
as  a  recoro pence  for  the  services  of  the 
German  Legion,  and  if  they  had  received 
it  as  such,  they  were  certainly  the  most 
disinterested  soldiers  in  the  world,  and  the 
cheapest  to  be  rewarded.  At  th<r  same 
time,  he  thought  that  the  word  permanent 
was  not  the  most  accurate  expression 
which  could  be  used  in  this  country  in 
speaking  of  military  concerns ;  it  could 
not  strictly  apply  to  any  of  our  military 
establishments,  and  he  thanked  God  that 
the  British  army  itself  was  not  permanent, 
but  would  be  disbanded,  in  fact,  unless 
kept  together  from  year  to  year  by  the  re- 
newal of  the  Mutiny  Bill.— When  he  first 
heard  of  permanent  rank  being  grai^jted  to 
the  German  officers,  he  thought  that  there 
had  been  something  peculiar  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  German  Legion,  which 
made  that  order  peremptory  on  govern- 
ment, and  he  had  heard  with  equal  sur- 
prise and  satisfaction,  by  the  noble  lord's 
explanation,  that  there  was  no  intention 
of  giving  those  foreign  officers  command 
in  oar  army  longer  than  the  period  under 
which  they  had  been  engaged  by  the 
sanction  of  parliament;  if  so,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Order  hostile  to  the  coniU* 
tution,  and  he  saw  no  objection  lo  the 
measure.  As  to  the  censure  passed  gene* 
rally  by  the  noble  lord'  on  those  who  en;* 
tertained  sentiments  adverse  to  the  Ger- 
mans in  our  service,  he  begged  Jeave  not 
to  be  included  in  that  numben^^He  felt 
the  value  of  their  services  as  much  as  any 
man ;  he  felt  that  generalai,  officers,  ana 
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men,  hsd  folly  done  tbeir  doty ;  and  he 
was  above  entertaining  volgar  prejadicet 
against  foreigners,  especially  when  fight- 
ing in  the  same  cause. — Still  it  was  natural 
in  a  fre^  country  to  look  with  jealousy  to 
foreign  troops.    As  the  case  stood,  and 
considering  the  state  of  Europe,  he  saw  no 
danger  in  the  power  Tested  in  the  crown 
to  employ  foreign  troops ;  hot  if,  as  every 
one  had  supposed,  the  words  of  the  Order 
implied  the  meaning  they  seemed  to  con* 
▼ey,  if  the  crown  had  over-stepped  the 
bounds  set  to  its  power,  in  that  respect 
he  thought  that  no  measure  could  be  more 
deserving  of  parliamentary  censjare.    As 
it  had  been  explained  by  the  noble  lord, 
h   was  a  most    harmless,   onintelligible 
measure ;    but  if  it  was  acceptable  to  ihe 
Qerman  Legion,  it  was,  he  would  repeat,  a 
cheap  way  of  rewarding  their  services. 

Sir  H,  MUdmayt  in  consequence  of  the 
philippic  which  th^  noble  Secretary 
at  War  had  uttered  against  those  who  fa- 
▼oared  the  motion,  thought  it  necessary 
to  guard  himself  against  the  imputation  of 
cherishing  any  undue  prejudices  against 
the  German  Legion,  or  of  being  committed 
by  hia  vote  in  support  of  his  noble  friend's 
motJOD  upon  the .  general  question  as  to 
the  policy  of  employing  foreign  troops. 

Lord  MiUon  deprecated  the  employ- 
ment tff  foreign  officers  in  the  manner  in 
which  .he  understood   they  had  in  some 
Instances  been  employed,  and  wished  to 
ask  the  noble  Secretary  at  War  a  question. 
If  he  understood  the  noble  lord  rightly,  he 
had  stated,  that  the  German  officers,  while 
they  enjoyed  simply  a  temporary  rank, 
were  only  empowered    to  command  the 
Gorpa  to  vfhich  they  belonged.    But  had 
not  baron   Linsingen  been  in  the  com- 
mand of  a  district  in  this  country,  and  had 
he  not»  in  consequence,  had  English  mi- 
litia  regiments  under    his   orders?    The 
noble  lord  might  allow  that  this  was  im- 
proper before  the  issuing  of  the  Order  in 
3oettion  ;  but  did  the  issuing  of  that  Or- 
er   render  it  proper?    For  his  part>  he 
thought  aoch  a  power  would  be  improper 
under  any  circumstances ;    and   here  he 
wished  to  guard  himself  against  the  im- 
putation of  vulgar  prejudices,  being  sup- 
posed to   consider  the  original  employ-, 
ment  of  the  persons  composing  the  Ger- 
man Legion  as  wrong.    They  came  to  this 
country    nnder    peculiar   circumstances, 
and  althoug^h  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
noble  lord  m  looking  at  them  as  subjects 
of  the  king  of  England^  which  they  were 
not  nor  ever  had  beeUj  but  must  regard 
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them  as  subjects  of  the  elector  of  Hanover ; 
yet  still  they  were  so  connected  with  the 
bead  of  the  British  government,  that  it  was 
by  no  means  improper  to  receive  them 
in  England,  when  the  circumstances  to 
which  ne  had  alluded  drove  them  from 
their  own  home.  He  would  not  refuse 
any  favour  to  them  which  it  was  consti- 
tutional to  grant;  but  he  would  refuse  to 
place  them  in  situations  which  none  but 
British  subjects  ought  to  be  allowed  to  fill. 
But  he  must  protest  against  the  appoint* 
ment  of  any  foreigner  whatever  to  such 
commands  as  he  had  averted  to.  He  had 
no  objection  to  their  being  employed  in 
commands  abroad,  but  he  did  not  like  to 
see  them  in  command  in  this  country,  ex- 
cept in  their  particular  corps.  In  this  dis- 
tinction he  conceived  himself  founded  on 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution. 

Lord  PdUnerHon  said,  the  noble  lord  had 
completely  misconceived  him.  Although 
temporary  rank  in  the  British  army  in  ge- 
neral did  not  ^ive  command  in  other  corps, 
yet  by  a  particular  article  in  the  articles  of 
war,  arising  out  of  the  act  by  which  they 
were  originally  embodied,  the  officers  of 
the  German  Legion  were  rendered  as  com* 
petent  to  such  command,  as  if  they  had 
possessed  permanent  rank.  It  appeared,, 
therefore,  that  the  recent  Order  did  not,  as 
the  noble  lord  imagined,  give  to  the  oF- 
.  ficers  of  the  German  Legion  a  power 
which  they  did  not  before  possess.  With 
regard  to  the  general  alluded  to,  the  truth 
was,  that  he  never  did  command  a  dis- 
trict ;  there  was,  however,  nothing  in  the 
law  of  the  land  to  prevent  it. 

Lord  MiUon  repeated  his  persuasion, 
that  baron  Linsinsen  had  for  some  time 
actually  commanded  the  eastern  district^ 
in  the  absence  of  lord  Chatham. 

Lord  Palmenum  observed,  that  upon 
lord  Chatham's  retirement  from  the  com- 
•mand  of  the  district  alluded  to,  another 
British  officer  was  immediately  appointed 
to  succeed  him.  Baron  Linsingen  had 
commanded  merely  the  depdt  of  the  Ger- 
man Legion^ 

l*he  Hon.  General  Simon  could  not 
possibly  consent  to  give  a  silent  vote 
when  the  merits  of  his  fellow-soldiers  were 
under  discussion.  He  bore  testimony  to 
the  gallantry  of  the  German  Legion, 
whose  services  he  had  witnessed  on  va- 
rious occasions  in  the  peninsula.  Indeed, 
so  highly  did  lord  Wellington,  the  illus- 
trious general  who  commands  our  armies 
on  the  peninsula,  and  whose  conduct  was 
the  theme  of  universal  applause,  so  highly 
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did  he  think  of  the  fidelity  and  valour  of  that 
body,  that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  confide  the 
direction  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  corps 
of  his  army,  namely,  the  light  division,  to 
a  German  officer,  (genera!  Alten).  Why 
then,  after  such  a  proof  of  well-merited 
confidence  in  real  service,  should  it  be 
deemed  unsafe  to  commit  an  English  dis- 
trict to  the  command  of  a  German  ?  Why, 
while  those  meritorious  officers  were  en- 
trusted with  the  command  of  an  army 
abroad  in  the  midst  of  war,  should  they  be 
thousht  unfit  or  unworthy  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  our  army  at  home  ?  Notwith- 
atandine  the  partiality  be  naturailly  felt 
for  English  troops,  and  particularly  Bri- 
tish cavalry,  yet  the  Germans  had  so  emi* 
nently  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
peninsula,  he  fully  believed,  that  upon  the 
continent  there  was  but  one  feeling  among 
the  British  army  upon  this  subject,  and  as 
to  the  general  merits  of  the  German  Le- 
gion. But  let  those  who  saw  them  not  in 
iervice,  look  at  the  Gazettes  for  an  account 
of  the  conduct  of  these  deserving  fo- 
reigners, and  they  would  be  found  to  have 
eminently  signalized  themselves  upon  all 
occasions.  Such  was,  indeed,  the  im- 
pression they  made,  that  if  the  British 
army  could  be  canvassed,  whieh  he  was 
aware  would  be  irreeular,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  rloubt  that  the  grant  of  permanent 
rank  to  the  officers  of  that  Legion  would 
have  been  universally  approved  of,  which 
grant  he,  among  others,  certainly  under- 
atood  to  have  been  the  purport  of  the 
Order  under  consideration.  According  to 
an  arrangement  at  present  upon  the  conti- 
nenty  any  British  officer  who  went  into  the 
Portuguese  service,  was  advanced  a  step 
in  rank ;  but  no  such  advance  had  ever 
been  objected  to  by  other  British  officers. 
No,  such  was  the  liberal  feeling  of  British 
officers,  that  they  were  never  found  to  ob- 
ject to  the  rewarding  of  merit.  These 
gallant  men  were  only  found  to  murmur 
when  young  men,  as  was  formerly  the 
case,  were  promoted  before  merit  and  ex- 
perience, merely  through  undue  influence 
and  connection.  But  British  officers 
would  never  ohj^ect  to  the  due  promotion 
of  foreigners,  particularly  where  their 
merit  ^^is  so  eminent  as  that  of  the  Get' 
ma'li'JLegion,  and  who  could  doubt  that 
merit?'  He  himself  had  the  honour  of 
commanding  a  German  corps,  namely,  the 
First.  Hussars,  which  had  aone  more  than 
any  other  corps  on  the  continent,  and  a 
more  gallant  or  more  effective  body  of 
nea  he  had  never  met  with.    The  con- 
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duct  of  the  German  corps  too  under  the 
direction  of  colonel  Bbck  at  Salamanca, 
was  the  subject  of  universal  praise,  and  bi 
the  quarter  master  general's  department, 
he  knew  some  German  officers  who,  he 
thought,  ought  to  be  preferred  to  British 
officers*  Besides  great  Clearness  and  difi- 
gence,  many  of  them  possessed  advantages 
acquired  before  the  war  rn  the  peninsula, 
ana  had  enjoyed  peculiar  opportonities  for 
aualifying  themselves  for  the  respective 
situations  they  occupied.  Udder  alf  those 
circumstances,  he  thought  the  Rouse 
should  express  the  sense  they  entertained 
of  the  services  of  the  German  Legion,  in- 
stead of  cavilling  at  the  meaning  of  the 
worda  in  the  Order.  The  hon.  officer  con- 
cluded with  asking  pardon  of  the  House 
for  trespassing  upon  its  attention ;  but  he 
felt  it  Que  to  truth  and  justice  to  bear  his^ 
testimony  to  the  conduct  of  a  too  often 
misrepresented  although  highly  merito-' 
rious  corps. 

Lord  MiUon^  in  reply  to  an  observation 
from  the  gallant  officer,  which  observatiott 
seemed  peculiarly  addressed  tohiiii,thought 
it  necessary  to  state  that  his  reason  for  de- 
precating the  grant  of  a  military  commaifd 
to  any  foreigners  at  home,  altnough  such 
foreigners  as  the  gallant  officer  mentioned 
were  invested  with  high  command  abroad, 
was  simply  this :  that  in  the  one  case  the 
command  was  in  Portugal,  while  in  the 
other  it  was  in  England,  where,  according; 
to  the  constitutional  precept  and  esta- 
blished policy,  foreigners  were  excluded 
from  any  such  authority. 

Mr.  Canning  professed  that  his  mind  was 
inexpressibly  relieved  by  the  explanation 
which  the  noble  Secretary  at  War  had' 
given  of  an  Order,  which,  until  that  hour, 
he  certainly  understood,  in  common  with 
the  noble  mover  and  the  right  hon.  g%n«> 
tieman  opposite,  in  common  with  the  pub- 
lic, and,  as  it  now  appeared,  in  comrnon 
even  with  one  of  the  gallant  leaders  of  that 
army  with  which  the  German  Lejgion  waa 
immediately  connected,  to  import  no  iesv 
than  the  communication  of^  permanent 
rank  to  the  officers  of  that  Legion,  in  the 
sense  in  which  that  term  was  osually  in* 
terpreted  in  the  British  army.  The  im- 
port of  that  Order  seemed  to  have  been- 
nothing  less  than  permanent  rank  ta  the 
officers  of  the  German  Legion.  He  must 
say  again,  that  his  mind  was  inexpressibly 
relieved  by  that  explanation,  because  iv 
proved,  that  in  fact,  the  law  and  the  con- 
stitution had  not  been  violated.  It  gave 
him  great  satisftction  to  feam  that  tlt« 
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Order  In  qtlettion  was  so  ineflectivtf  as  the 
•  noble   lord    bad   described  ik  to  be,  for 
wbateter  migbt  be  bis  sense  of  tbe  merit 
of  the  troops  to  which    it  referred,  no 
earthly  consideration  coald  have  induced 
faim,  as  a  member  of  that  Hoose,  acting 
upon   constitutional  principles,  to    have 
lent  his  sanction  to  soch  a  measure,  had  it 
possessed  the  character  which  he  and  the 
country  had  erroneously  attribnteds  to  it. 
To  all  that  had  been  said  of  the  services 
of  the    brate  German    troops   he    most 
heartily  subscribed ;  and  if  any  question 
had  arisen  with  respect  to  their  merits, 
the  House  must  feel  that  the  galiant  and 
generous   testimony  jusi  borne  to  those 
merits  by  a  kindred  spirit,  would  have 
been  conclusive  on  the  subject    UnqOes- 
tionabfy,  the  utmost  deference  was  due  to 
the  representations  of  thai  gallant  general, 
but  it  was  no  disparsgemenf  to  him  who 
had  spoken  so  much  to  their  credit  and  his 
own,  to  sa5%  that  while  that  hon.  officer 
looked   at  tbe  question  with  a  military 
eye,  it   became  the  Rouse  to  consider  tt 
with  a  view  to  its  bearing  on  the  consti- 
tution.    While  he  cordially  concurred  in 
all  that  had  been  said,  and  in  vM  that  could 
be  added  in  praise  of  the  German  troops, 
he  could  not  let  his  feelings,  or  the  con- 
sidertftion  of  the  existing  crisis,  so  far 
overpower  his  duty  td  bis  eountry  as  to 
forget  (as  he  thought  the  noble  Secretary 
at  War  seemed  at  one  tkne  to  forget),  that 
It  was  necessity  alone  that  jostincd  their 
employment.      Although  no  man,  ratio- 
nally considering  the  circumstances  of  tbe 
times,  confd  objeA:  to  their  employment,, 
yet  it  ought  always  to  be  remembered, 
that  to  employ  them  was  the  exception 
and  not  the  ^nerat  rule.    Looking,  there- 
fore, at  the  Order  as  if  had  been  generally 
understood— *as  it  had  been  understood  by 
the  pnbfie  as  weH  as  by  himself— an  un- 
dferstandiug,  he  most  observe,  mainly  su^ 
ported  by  the  comments  with  which  it 
was  accompanied  at  tbe  time  the  Order 
was  issued  in  publications,  which,  though 
certainly  not  authorised,  were  widely  cir- 
culated— an  understandings  of  which  the 
report  of  that  night^s  debate  would  con- 
vey to  the  country  the  first  contradiction- 
he  must  say,  that  it  would  have  involved  a 
principle  tVoin  which  it  would  have  been 
imperative  on  him  utterly  to  dissent.    Nor 
was  it  sorprisingthen,  that  this  Order,  ap- 
parently identifying  foreigners  with  our 
own  army,  should  have  excited  conside- 
rable astonishment.     Nay,  remembering 
the  constitation  in  its  purest  state,  even  a 


corisidsraUe  degree  of  iealeusy  wouU 
have  been  excusable,  in  the  best  and 
earliest  times  of  otir  renovated  constitution 
—in  the  reign  of  that  hero  to  whom  we 
were  indebted  for  that  constitution — in  the 
case  of  the  very  troops  which  had  been 
called  in  to  secure  the  establishment  of  (hat 
constitution— in  the  case  of  the  Dutch 
troops  in  the  service  of  king  William,  al- 
though that  great  sovereign  and  bene- 
factor of  the  country  descended  almost  to 
supplicate  on  his  knees  the  House  of  Com« 
mons  to  allow  him  to  retain  his  own 
guards,  they  would  not  permit  h  as  soort 
as  the  necessity  for  their  presence  ceased 
to  exist.  Calling  all  this  to  mind,  he  could 
not  consider  apprehensions  upon  soch  a 
subject  altogether  groundless;  and  he  wais 
convinced  that,  not  with  an  unwise  and  un* 
precedented  z^al,  but  in  tbe  spirit  that  had 
thus  grown  up  with  the  constitution  itself, 
it  Would  have  behov^  every  man  in  that 
House  to  look  at  the  Order  in  question, 
had  its  purport  been  such,  as  until  that 
night  it  had  universally  been  supposed  to 
be.  Although  be  certainly  was  not  iii 
the  habit  of  paying  rhe  noble  lord  who 
had  made  the  present  motion  many  com- 
pliments, he  could  by  no  means  inmilge  in 
any  sneer  against  him,  for  having  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  a 
document  so  enigmatical,  as  even  to  de- 
ceive the  companion  in  arms  of  those  to 
whom  it  related.  On  the  contrary,  M 
thought  the  noble  lord  was  in  the  present 
instance  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
House  aord  the  country,  for  having  pro*" 
doced  the  expranation  which  bad  been 
afibrdedby  the  noble  Secretary  at .  War, 
and  for  having  thus  put  him  (Mr.  Canning] 
in  a  situation  which  permitted  brm,  in- 
,  stead  of  supporting  the  noble  lord's  mo- 
tion, to  pay  him  a  compliment,  andf  rote 
against  it. 

Lord  Polkesdme  rose  in  reply.  He  said 
that  if  he  was  pleased  at  some  things 
which  he  had  heard  that  night,  he  was 
beyond  measure  ashamed  at  other  thingiT 
which  he  had  heaid.  When  he  had  seen 
our  young  men  and  oftcers  -  adopting 
German  dresses,  and  Germanizing  them- 
selvea  as  much  as  possible,  undertaking 
every  thing  German,  and  so  afttfched  U» 
the  fashion  of  the  day  as  in  deferende  to 
it  to  cast  off  etery  thins^  English,  Be  felt 
disgust  at  it;,  hot  when  ne  now  heard  the 
German  soldiers  preferred  to  the  A*itjsh 
from  a  high  authority,  Ae  Ml  tbe  greatest 
pain*  When  a  gallant  general  said  thai 
they  were  better  than  tbe  British-^* 
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whole  question.  The  words  temporary 
and  permanent  were  only  used  to  point 
oat  different  ranks,  contra-distinguished  in 
one  respect,  but  not  in  others,  which 
might  be  applied  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  the  words.  Permanent  rank  was 
that  which  was  common  to  erery  officer 
in  the  British  army^-teipporary  rank  va- 
ried from  it,  and  was  conferred  on  those 
who  raised  men,  or  performed  other  ser- 
TiceS,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining. high 
commissions,  without  proceeding  by  the 
previous  steps  to  promotion,  and  were 
precluded  from  precedence  and  command, 
except  in  the  particular  corps  in  which 
the  rank  was  obtained.  It  did  not,  gene- 
rally, confer  promotion  in  the  brevet  of 
the  army,  nor  did  it,  as  it  ceased  with  the 
reduction  of  the  corps  in  which  it  was 
given,  entitle  the  person  holding  it  to 
half- pay.  So  far  the  noble  lord  might  be 
well-founded  in  his  construction  of  the 
Order ;  for,  if  there  were  no  act  of  parlia- 
ment, it  would  be  giving  them  a  more 
durable  situation  than  if  they  possessed 
merely  temporary  rank.  But  the  House 
must  be  aware,  as  well  as  those  who 
framed  the  Order,  and  those  to  whom  it 
was  addressed,  that  it  was  so  construed 
with  reference  to  the  act  of  parliament,  by 
which  the  German  Legion  was  embodied 
and  retained  in  the  service.  The  Order 
now  in  question  implied  nothing  contrary 
to  the  law ;  neither  did  it  apply  to  all  the 
officers  in  the  German  Legion,  but  only 
to  those  of  superior  rank.  It  was  by  no 
means  correct  to  say,  that  all  the  officers 
in  our  foreign  corps  had  only  temporary 
rank.  Such  as  were  appointed  in  the 
commencement  were  certainly  in  that 
predicament ;  but  as  vacancies  occurred 
they  were  filled  up  by  persons  upon  whom 
permanent  rank  was  conferred,  and  who 
Were  placed  in  every  rtspect  on  a  footing 
with  their  brother  officers.— Many  of  our 
foreign  corps  were  in  fact  brought  into 
service,  complete  established  corps.  The 
Gercnans  however  were  not  so,  but  the 
officers  and  privates  were  for  the  most 
part  individuals  who  had  been  in  the  Ha* 
noverian  service,  and  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  united— it  was 
considered,  however,  equally  necessary 
that  the  officers  should  hold  the  same  re- 
gimental rank  in  the  new  corps,  which 
they  held  previously  when  in  the  German 
service.  But  the  analogy  of  our  service 
bad  been  preserved :  the  first  officers  had 
only  temporary  rank :  but  the  whole  of 
the  corps  were  not  serving  with  tempo* 
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rary  rank.  The  noble  lord,  however, 
seemed  to  think,  that  all  the  officers  of 
the  German  Legion  possessed  only  tem- 
porary rank  at  the  time  the  Order  was  is- 
sued ;  but  if  he  looked  to  the  Army  List, 
be  would  see  that  not  merely  in  the  Ger- 
man Legion,  but  in  all  the  foreign  corps 
though  the  generals  and  colonels  had  only 
temporary  rank,  yet  all  those  officers  who 
had  been  promoted  as  vacancies  arose, 
were  appointed  with  the  ordinary  rank  of 
the  army — so  that  it  most  at  once  be  seen 
that  this  Order  did  not  apply  to  all  ranks, 
but  to  those  who,  having  perhaps  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  more  particolarlv 
useful  to  the  service,  were  selected  ai 
worthy  of  extraordinary  approbation.  If 
the  noble  lord  asked,  as  it  was  a  hit  ques- 
tion arid  the  drif^  of  his  argument  went 
that  way,  whether,  these  foreign  officen 
acting  under  laws  which  declared  their 
services  of  a  temporary  nature,  it  was  in- 
tended that  they  should  poasess  rank 
longer  than  the  law  specified  ?  To  this  he 
must  answer,  certainty  not;  and,  as  he 
said  before,  the  Order  must  be  constreed 
with  reference  to  the  act  What  did 
the  act  do  ?  It  authorised  the  king  to  grant 
commissions  and  tetters  of  service  to  fo- 
reigners; and  did  not  say,  that  they 
should  be  different  from  those  held  by 
British  officers.  The  law  authorised  com- 
missions to  be  generally  granted— «iHi 
whether  they  were  called  temporary  or 
permanent,  they  must  be  guided  ultimately 
by  the  act  of  parliament.  With  this  re- 
ference it  would  be  seen  that  the  existence 
of  their  commissions  would  cease  with  that 
of  the  corps  to  which  tliey  belonged. 
Neither  did  the  Order  entitlethem  to  halP> 
pay ;  nor  did  it  interfere  in  the  least  de- 
gree with  the  interests  of  the  British  of- 
ficers in  our  service.  The  act  under 
which  the  German  Legion  was  organised 
directed  that  when  German  officers  should 
sirve  along  with  British,  that  offieer  aboold 
take  the  prece^pncy  whose  commission 
was  of  the  oldest  date,  but  in  no  degree 
did  it  tend  to  violate  the  law,  because  it 
gave  German  officers  no  one  advantage 
in  rank,  promotioni  or  duration  of  service. 
Then  it  might  be  asked,  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  those  commissions  on  other 
points,  and  what  benefit  would  the 
German  officers  derive  from  this  Order  ? 
This  advantage  oiily  did  they  derive  from 
the  Order,  that,  at  the  period  when  tbeir 
commissions  should  cease,  their  rank 
having  been  4)m  common  permanent  rsmk 
of  the  armyi  their  names  would  sliU  be 


857] 


respcctiag  ^ha  Kuig^i  Cfermim  Legum. 


Dsc  lOt  1819. 


[858 


printed  in  the  Arm  v  List«  as  an  hvnoorable  \ 
remembraoce  of  the  services  they  bad 
done  the  coantry,  and  tbey  would  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  rank  to  which  their 
merits  so  unquestionably  entitled  them. 
Now«  if  this  pennanent  rank  did  not  vio- 
late the  law  or  the  constitution^  by  giving 
lo  those  officers  a  greater  hold  on  the  ser- 
vice than  they  before  possessed,  could  the 
noble  lord  contend  that  it  interfered  with 
the  rights  of  British  ofiicers?  As  to  the 
complaint,  that  they  sometimes  command- 
ed native  officers,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  act  under  which  they  served  au* 
thorised  the  formation  of  articles  of  war 
for  their  government;  and  one  of  these 
g9bve  tp  the  senior  officer  of  a  detachment, 
the  command  of  the  whole,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  service,  and  as  was  usual 
jn  the  army  in  general.  Those  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the 
.army  were  perfectly  aware  that  the  of- 
ficersof  the  German  Legion  had  uniformly 
taken  precedence  according  to  the  date  of 
their  commission,  just  as  if  they  held 
permanent  rank.  From  aH  this  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  Order  did  not  inter- 
face with  the  regular  army,  or  with  the 
act  of  parliament.  The  officers  of  the 
Legion  had  always  been  put  in  brevet  as 
permanent,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Order, -so  far  from  enabling  them  to 
shoulder  out  British  officers,  gave  them 
no  advantage  with  regard  to  prece- 
denoe,  or  promotion,  which  they  did 
not  possess  when  they  first  embarked 
in  the  senrice.  Bat,  U  would  be  said,  if 
this  Order  did  not  give  any  advantage,  for 
what  purpose  was  it  issued  ?— and  on  this 
point  the  noble  lord  was  very  satirical, 
observiOff  with  great  severity  on  the  igno- 
.rance  of  those  connected  with  the  war- 
office,  whom  he  seemed  to  think  unac- 
Soainted  with  their  own  language.  But 
0  woul^  tell  the  noble  lord,  that  the 
Order  which  waa  issued  bv  the  Com- 
jiiMder«io*chief,  was  intended,  and  wat 
40  understood  by  the  dfficers  themselves, 
lo  pay  a  well-merited  compliment  to  a 
very  deserving  body  of  men,  who  had  sig- 
4Mdi«ed  themselves  not  only  in  one  action 
hoi  throughout  the  whole  campaign. 
.Some  hon.  gentlemen  might  think  it  a 
.boon  not  worth  having,  bat  he  was  sure 
that  those  who  beat  knew  their  pure  and 
honourable  feelings,  were  convinced  that 
it  waa  mo^  gratifying  to  thepi.  What 
they  acquired  was  honour,  the  end  and 
aim  of  a  soldier ;  that  for  which  he  fought 
mad  died.  To  the  German  Legion  such  a 
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reward  was  not,  and  could  not  be  deemed 
a  trifle;  it  was  in  truth  most  gratifying  to 
their  feelings  and  welcome  to  their  am« 
bition.  Those  who  were  acquainted  from 
previous  nnhappy  experience  with  the 
sentiments  of  tho  noble  lord  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  employment  of  foreigners  for 
our  own  and  the  defence  of  our  allies, 
would  be  aware  that  to  carry  this  motion 
was  not  so  much  his  object,  ;^s  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  parliament  to  make 
a  soft  of  declaration  that  his  opinions  were 
unaltered,  and  that  he  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  same  road  he  had  pursued  during 
the  last  parliament.  If  he  thought  that 
their  employment  was  improper,  all  he 
wished  was,  that  those  who  entertained  a 
different  sentiment  should  be  admitted  to 
have  as  much  love  for,  and  as  correct  views 
of  the  constitution  as  their  opponents. — He 
knew  that  many  )iad  an  objection  to  em- 
ploying foreign  soldiers  on  constitutional 
principles.  He  thought,  however,,  that 
those  who  considered  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  as  well  as  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  would  not  object  to  their 
being  employed  at  present.  If  any  man 
would  look  at  the  map  of  Europe,  and  see 
what  a  portion  of  its  population  the  enemy 
had  forced  into  hostility  against  thia 
country,  if  he  were  also  to  consider  the 
limited  population  of  these  two  islands* 
and  the  extensive  colonies  we  had  to  de- 
fend, and  the  navy  we  had  to  support,  it 
appeared  to  him  hardly  possible  that  such 
a  man  could  now  adhere  to  the  idea  of  not 
empJoyii^  foreigners  in  our  service. 
Looking  at  the  present  state  of  the  wor)d, 
and  viewing  the  countless  hosts  that  were 
arrayed  against  Great  Britain,  single 
handed,  it  seemed  to  him  the  height  of 
absurdity  to  make  such  an  objection.  Be- 
cause our  having  swept  the  seas  of  our 
enemies,  and  J>ecause  our  small  but  gal- 
lant armies  had  hitherto  stood  undaunted 
and  unbroken  before  the  overwhelming 
forces  of  France  and  all  her  dependent 
states,  was  it  to  b^  urged  that  we  were* 
unaided  and  unsupported,  capable  of  sus- 
taining for  ever  so  unequal  a  contest? 
That  our  foreign  corps,  and  particularly 
the  German  lesion,  merited  all  the  re- 
wards that  coula  be  bestowed  upon  them* 
no  man,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  he 
might,  would  deny.  Surely  it  would  oot 
be  said,  that  the  individuals  now  alluded 
to  were  objects  of  censure  or  distrust.  He 
would  beg  the  House  to  consider,  who 
they  were  ?  They  were  not  adventurers 
intruding  themselves  into  the  service  of 
(S) 
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this  coaolfry,  but  they  were  Germans— the 
natural  subjects  of  our  ov»n  sovereign, 
who  preferred  an  honourable  exile  to  an 
ignominious  servitude;  and  who  were 
bound  by  allegiance  to  the  same  sove- 
reign with  the  natives  of  this  country.  As 
to  the  value  of  their  services,  it  would  be 
seen  from  the  perusal  of  the  different  Ga- 
zettes which  were  published  in  the  course 
of  the  summer.  There  was  no  action  in 
which  part  of  this  galliemt  corps  was  not 
foremost  in  every  danger.     It  did  not  ap- 

gear  to  him  that  ^e  noble  lord  had  laid 
efore  the  House  sufficient  grounds  for  the 
production  of  papers  ;  but  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  House 
barely  to  reject  the  motion  on  this 
ground.  He  thought  that  the  House 
should  not  allow  itself  to  be  supposed  to 
concur  in  the  idea  of  its  being  illegal  and 
unconstitutional  to  employ  foreign  troops, 
and  that  it  would  be  well,  that  the  new 
parliament  should  have  its  opinion  some 
way  tinderstood  of  the  legality  and  pro- 
priety of  continuing  the  present  system  of 
employing  every  means  of  carrying  on 
offensive  warfare  which  presented  itself  in 
the  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  Pcmonbv  objected  especially  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  noble  lord's  speech, 
and  expressed  a  confident  hope  that,  in 
no  case,  the  House  would  be  led  indi- 
rectly to  express  an  opinion  upon  a  mea- 
sure totally  unconnected  with  the  motion 
before  them.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
candour  of  the  House,  and  to  that  of  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  themselves,  whe- 
ther or  no  the  noble  mover  had  said  a 
single  word  as  to  the  expediency  of  em- 
ploying foreign  troops  in  the  British  ser* 
vice  ?  But  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last 
had  thought  proper  to  bring  forth  argu- 
ments against  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  and  of  which  he 
was  sure  kiot  twenty  members  present  had 
heard  one  word.  He  had  listened  with 
*the  greatest  pleasure  to  the  explanation 
'given  by  the  noble  lord,  as  it  proved  that 
no  unconstitutional  measure  had  been 
adopted,  and  he  was  ready  to  join  in  the 
praises  bestowed  on  the  German  Legion, 
'which  he  thought  they  deserved ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  must  observe,  that  the 
noble  mover  was  not  the  only  one  who 
had  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  Order 
which  wu  the  object  of  the  motion ;  he 
was  sure,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  whole 
country,  as  well  as  himself,  had  under- 
stood It  as  giving  to  the  Germans  in  our 
Service  permanent  rank  in  the   British 
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army.  People  were  apt  to  be  swayed  by 
the  obvious  meaning  of  terms,  aad  were 
not  certainly  bound  to  know  that  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  War-office,  '  perma- 
nent' meant 'temporary.'  This  it  appeared 
was  the  real  meaning.  He  should  how- 
ever like  to  know  if  the  noble  iord«  in 
consequence  of  his  eminent  services,  had 
been  promised  a  permanent  posseasion  of 
his  office,  how  he  would  feel  when,  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace,  or  perhapa  twelve 
months  afterwards,  he  should,  be  told  that 
permanent  meant  only  temporary,  and 
be  accordingly  desired  to  resign  his  situa- 
tion.— ^The  very  natural  misconception 
arising  out  of  the  wording  of  the  Order, 
led  the  nation  at  large  to  believe,  that 
German  officers  were  to  have  permanent 
rank  with  British  officers  in  the  British 
army.  But  as  he  now  imderstood^  from 
the  noble  Secretary  at  War,  that  those  o^ 
ficers  were  only  to  rise  gradually  in  their 
corps,  according  to  their  seniority,  aJI  he 
could  say  was,  that  if  this  was  intended 
as  a  recoro  pence  for  the  services  of  the 
German  Legion,  and  if  they  bad  received 
it  as  such,  they  were  certainly  the  most 
disinterested  soldiers  in  the  world,  and  the 
cheapest  to  be  rewarded.  At  the  same 
time,  he  thought  that  the  word  permanent 
was  not  the  most  accurate  expression 
which  could  be  used  in  this  country  in 
speaking  of  military  concerns ;  it  could 
not  strictly  apply  to  any  of  our  military 
establishments,  and  he  thanked  God  that 
the  British  army  itself  was  not  permanent, 
but  would  be  disbanded,  in  fact,  unless 
kept  together  from  year  to  year  by  the  re> 
newal  of  the  Mutiny  Bill.^-When  he  first 
heard  of  permanent  rank  being  grai^ted  to 
the  German  officers,  he  thought  that  there 
had  been  something  peculiar  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  German  Legion,  which 
'  made  that  order  peremptory  on  gorem- 
ment,  and  he  had  heard  with  equal  sur- 
prise and  satisfaction,  by  the  noble  lord's 
explanation,  that  there  was  no  intention 
of  giving  those  foreign  officers  conunand 
in  our  army  longer  than  the  period  onder 
which  they  had  been  engaged  by  the 
sanction  of  parliament;  if  so,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Order  hostile  to  the  coiistt* 
tution,  and  he  saw  no  objection  lo  the 
measure.  As  to  the  censure  passed  gene- 
rally by  the  noble  lord'  on  those  who  ttk* 
tertained  sentiments  adverse  to  the  Ger- 
mans in  our  service,  he  begged  Jeave  not 
to  be  included  in  that  numoer.*— He  felt 
the  value  of  their  services  as  much  as  any 
man ;  he  felt  that  generals  officers,  m 
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men,  had  fully  done  their  duty ;  and  he 
was  above  entertaining  vulgar  prejudices 
against  foreigneri,  especially  when  fight- 
ing in  the  same  cause. — Still  it  was  natural 
in  a  fre^  country  to  look  with  jealousy  to 
foreign  troops.  Aa  the  case  stood,  and 
considering  the  s(a*te  of  Europe,  he  saw  no 
danger  in  the  power  Tested  m  the  crown 
to  employ  foreign  troops ;  but  if,  as  every 
one  had  supposed,  the  words  of  the  Order 
implied  the  meaning  they  seemed  to  con- 
vey, if  the  crown  had  over-stepped  the 
bounds  set  to  its  power,  in  that  respect 
he  thought  that  no  measure  could  be  more 
deserving  of  parliamentary  censure.  As 
it  had  been  eiplained  by  the  noble  lord, 
it  was  a  most  harmless,  unintelligible 
measure ;  but  if  it  was  acceptable  to  the 
Qerman  Legion,  it  was,  he  would  repeat,  a 
cheap  way  of  rewarding  their  services. 

Sir  H,  MUdnu^f  in  consequence  of  the 
philippic  which  thp  noble  Secretary 
at  War  had  uttered  against  those  who  fa- 
voured the  motion,  thought  it  necessary 
to  guard  himself  against  the  imputation  of 
cherishing  any  undue  prejudices  against 
the  German  Legion,  or  of  being  committed 
by  his  vote  in  support  of  his  noble  friend's 
motion  upon  the .  general  question  as  to 
the  policy  of  employing  foreign  troops. 

Lord  Miitom  deprecated  tne  employ- 
ment of  foreign  officers  in  the  manner  in 
which  .he  understood  they  had  in  some 
instances  been  employed,  and  wished  to 
ask  the  noble  Secretary  at  War  a  question. 
If  he  understood  the  noble  lord  rightly,  he 
had  stated,  that  the  German  officers,  while 
they  enjoyed  simply  a  temporary  rank, 
were  only  empowered  to  command  the 
corps  to  which  they  belonged.  But  had 
not  baron  Linsingen  been  in  the  com- 
mand of  a  district  in  this  country,  and  had 
he  not,  in  consequence,  had  English  mi- 
litia regiments  under  bis  orders?  The 
noble  lord  might  allow  that  this  was  im- 
proper before  the  issuing  of  the  Order  in 
Question ;  but  did  the  issuing  of  that  Or- 
er  render  it  proper  ?  For  his  part,  he 
thought  such  a  power  would  be  improper 
under  any  circumstances ;  and  here  he 
wished  to  ffuard  himself  against  the  im- 
putation of  vulgar  prejudices,  being  sup- 
posed to  consider  the  original  employ- 
ment of  the  persons  composing  the  Ger- 
man Legion  as  wrong.  They  came  to  this 
country  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
and  althoug^h  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
noble  lord  m  looking  at  them  as  subjects 
of  the  king  of  England,  which  they  were 
not  nor  ever  had  beon«  but  must  regard 


them  as  subjects  of  the  elector  of  Hanoiier ; 
vet  still  they  were  so  connected  with  the 
bead  of  the  British  government,  that  it  was 
by  no  means  improper  to  receive  them 
in  England,  when  the  circumstances  to 
which  he  had  alluded  drove  them  from 
their  own  home.  He  would  not  refuse 
any  favour  to  them  which  it  was  consti* 
tutional  to  grant ;  but  he  would  refuse  to 

glace  them  in  situations  which  none  but 
British  subjects  ought  to  be  allowed  to  fill. 
But  he  must  protest  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  foreigner  whatever  to  such 
commands  as  he  had  atlverted  to.  He  had 
no  objection  to  their  being  employed  in 
commands  abroad,  but  he  did  not  like  to 
see  them  in  command  in  this  country,  ex- 
cept in  their  particular  corps.  In  this  dis- 
tinction he  conceived  himself  founded  on 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution. 

Lord  Palmentcn  said,  the  noble  lord  had 
completely  misconceived  him.  Although 
temporary  rank  in  the  British  army  in  ge- 
nersu  did  not  give  command  in  other  corps, 
yet  by  a  particular  article  in  the  articles  of 
war,  arising  out  of  the  act  by  which  they 
were  originally  embodied,  the  officers  of 
the  German  Legion  were  rendered  as  com- 
petent to  such  command,  as  if  they  had 
possessed  permanent  rank.  It  appeared,, 
therefore,  that  the  recent  Order  did  not,  as 
the  noble  lord  imagined,  give  to  the  of- 
.  ficers  of  the  Germkn  Legion  a  power 
which  they  did  not  before  possess.  With 
regard  to  the  general  alluded  to,  the  truth 
was,  that  he  never  did  command  a  dis- 
trict ;  there  was,  however,  nothing  in  (ha 
law  of  the  land  to  prevent  it. 

Lord  Milton  repeated  his  persuasion, 
that  baron  Linsingen  had  for  some  time 
actually  commanded  the  eastern  district, 
in  the  absence  of  lord  Chatham. 

Lord  Palmerston  observed,  that  upon 
lord  Chatham's  retirement  from  the  com- 
-mand  of  the  district  alluded  to,  another 
British  officer  was  immediately  appointed 
to  succeed  him.  Baron  Linsingen  had 
commanded  merely  the  depot  of  the  Ger- 
man Legion^ 

The  Hon.  General  Siewart  could  not 
possibly  consent  to  give  a  silent  vote 
when  the  merits  of  his  fellow-soldiers  were 
under  discussion.  He  bore  testimony  to 
the  gallantry  of  the  German  Legion, 
whose  services  he  had  witnessed  on  va* 
rioo^  occasions  in  the  peninsula.  Indeed, 
so  highly  did  lord  Wellington,  the  illua- 
trioos  general  who  commands  our  armies 
on  the  peninsula,  and  whose  conduct  was 
the  theme  of  universal  applause,  so  highly 
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did  he  think  of  the  fidelity  and  valour  of  that 
body,  that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  confide  the 
direction  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  corps 
of  his  army,  naoielyj  the  light  division,  to 
a  German  officer,  (general  Alten).    Why 
then,  after  such  a  proof  of  well-merited 
confidence  in  real  service,  should  it  be 
deemed  unsafe  to  commit  an  English  dis- 
trict to  the  command  of  a  German  ?  Why, 
while  those  meritorious  officers  were  en- 
trusted with  the  command  of  an  army 
abroad  in  the  midst  of  war,  should  they  be 
thouffht  unfit  or  unworthy  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  our  army  at  home  ?    Notwith- 
standing the  partiality  he  naturally  felt 
for  English  troops,  and  particularly  Bri- 
tish cavalry,  yet  the  Germans  had  so  emi- 
nently distinguished  themselves    in    the 
peninsula,  he  fully  believed,  that  upon  the 
continent  there  was  but  one  feeling  among 
the  British  army  upon  this  subject,  and  as 
to  the  general  merits  of  the  German  Le- 
gion,   ^ut  let  those  who  saw  them  not  in 
iervice,  look  at  the  Gazettes  for  an  account 
of  the  conduct  of  these    deserving   fo- 
reigners, and  they  would  be  found  to  have 
eminently  signalized  themselves  upon  all 
occasions.      Such  was,  indeed,  the   im- 
pression they  made,  that  if  the  British 
army  could  be  canvassed,  whieh  he  was 
aware  would  be  irregular,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  grant  of  permanent 
rank  to  the  officer3  of  that  Legion  would 
have  been  universally  approved  of,  which 
grant  he,  among  others,  certainly  under- 
stood  to  have   neen  the  purport  of  the 
Order,  under  consideration.    According  to 
an  arrangement  at  present  upon  the  conti- 
nent, any  British  officer  who  went  into  the 
Portuguese  service,  was  advanced  a  step 
In  rank ;  but  no  such  advance  had  ever 
been  objected  to  by  other  British  officers. 
No,  such  was  the  liberal  feeling  of  British 
officers,  that  they  were  never  found  to  ob- 
ject to  the  rewarding  of  merit.     These 
gallant  men  were  only  found  to  murmur 
when  young  men,  as  was  formerly  the 
case,  were  promoted  before  merit  and  ex- 
perience, merely  through  undue  influence 
and    connection.      But   British    officers 
would  never  object  to  the  due  promotion 
of   foreigners,   particularly   where  their 
merit  ^as  so  eminent  as  that  of  the  Ger- 
man ^Legion,  and  who  could  doubt  that 
merit?      He  himself  had  the  honour  of 
commanding  a  German  corps,  namely;  the 
First.  Hussarsj  which  had  done  more  than 
any  other  corps  on  the  continent,  and  a 
more  gallant  or  more  effective  body  of 
men  he  bad  never  met  with.    The  con- 
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duct  of  the  German  corps  too  ond^r  the 
direction  of  colonel  Bbck  at  Salamamra, 
was  the  subject  of  universal  praise^  and  in 
the  quarter  master  general's  department, 
he  knew  some  German  officers  who,  be 
thought,  ought  to  be  preferred  to  British 
officers.  Besides  great  ^learneas  and  dffi- 
gence,  many  of  them  possessed  advantages 
acotfired  before  the  war  in  the  penrnsnla, 
ana  had  enjoyed  peculiar  opportontties  for 
Qualifying  themselves  for  the  respective 
situations  they  occupied.  Under  all  those 
circumstances,  he  thourght  the  Roose 
should  express  the  sense  they  entertained 
of  the  services  of  the  German  Legion,  in- 
stead of  cavilling  at  the  soeaning  of  the 
words  in  the  Order.  The  hon.  officer  con- 
cluded with  asking  pardon  of  the  House 
for  trespassing  upon  its  attenf  icm ;  but  he 
felt  it  due  to  truth  and  justice  to  bear  his 
testimony  to  the  conduct  of  a  too  often 
misrepresented  although  highly  merito- 
rious corps. 

Lord  MiUon^  in  reply  to  an  observation 
from  the  gallant  officer,  which  observation 
seemed  peculiarly  addressed  tohisB,thonght 
it  necessary  to  state  that  his  reason  for  de- 
precating the  grant  of  a  military  commaiiid 
to  any  foreigners  at  home,  altnongh  sach 
foreigners  as  the  gallant  officer  mentiooed 
were  invested  with  high  command  abroad, 
was  simply  this :  that  in  the  one  case  the 
command  was  in  Portugal,  while  in  the 
other  it  was  in  England,  where,  according 
to  the  constitutional  precept  and  esta- 
blished policy,  foreigners  were  eiclndied 
from  any  such  authority. 

Mr.  CoTuiin^  professed  (bst  his  mind  wis 
inexpressibly  relieved  by  the  explanation 
which  the  noble  Secretary  at  War  had 
given  of  an  Order,  which,  until  that  hour, 
he  certainly  understood,  in  common  with 
the  noble  mover  and  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite,  in  common  with  the  pub- 
lic, and>  as  it  now  appeared,  in  conomon 
even  with  one  of  ihe  gallant  leaders  of  ilkat 
army  with  which  the  German  Legion  was 
immediately  connected,  to  import  no  lesf 
than  the  communication  ot  permanent 
rank  to  the  officers  of  that  Legion,  in  the 
sense  in  which  that  term  was  esnally  in- 
terpreted in  the  British  army.  The  im* 
port  of  that  Order  seemed  to  have  been 
nothing  less  than  permanent  rank  to  the 
officers  of  the  German  Legion.  He  unst 
say  again,  that  his  mind  was  inexpressibly 
relieved  by  that  explanation,  because  if 
proved,  that  in  fact,  the  law  and  the  con- 
stitution had  not  been  violated.  It  gave 
him  great  satisfiiction  to  feam  that  tlM 
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Order  in  question  was  to  ineffective  as  the 
noble  lord  bad  described  il  to  be,  for 
whatever  might  be  his  seDse  of  the  merit 
of  the  troops  to  which  it  referred,  no 
earthly  consideration  could  have  induced 
him,  as  a  member  of  ibat  House,  acting 
upon  constitutional  principles,  to  have 
lent  his  sanction  to  such  a  measure,  had  it 
possessed  the  character  Which  he  and  the 
country  had  erroneously  attributed^  to  it. 
To  all  that  had  been  said  of  the  services 
of  the  brave  German  troops  he  most 
heartily  subscribed ;  and  if  any  question 
had  arisen  with  respect  16  their  merits, 
the  House  must  feel  that  (he  galhmt  and 
generous  testimony  just  borne  to  those 
merits  by  a  kindred  spirit,  would  have 
been  conclusive  on  the  subject.  Uiiqoes- 
tionabfyr  the  utmost  deference  was  due  to 
the  representations  of  that  gallant  generaf, 
but  it  was  no  disparagement  to  him  who 
had  spoken  so  much  to  their  credit  and  his 
own,  to  say,  that  while  that  hon.  officer 
looked  at  the  question  with  a  military 
eye,  it  became  the  House  to  consider  it 
with  a  view  to  its  bearing  on  the  consti* 
ration.  While  he  cordially  concurred  in 
all  that  had  been  said,  and  in  alt  that  could 
be  added  in  praise  of  the  German  troops, 
he  could  not  let  bis  feelings,  or  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  existing  crisis,  so  far 
overpower  his  duty  to  his  country  as  ta 
forget  (as  he  thought  the  noble  Secretary 
at  War  seemed  at  one  tkne  to  forget),  that 
It  was  necessity  alone  that  justified  their 
employment.  Although  no  man,  ratio- 
nally considering  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  could  objeA  to  their  employment, 
y«t  it  ought  always  to  be  remembered, 
that  to  employ  them  was  the  exception 
and  not  the  ^neral  rule.  Looking,  there- 
fore, at  the  Order  as  it  had  been  generally 
understood— as  it  had  been  understood  by 
the  publte  as  well  as  by  himself— an  un- 
derstanding, he  most  ebsenre,  mainly  sup^ 
ported  by  the  comments  with  which  it 
was  Mcompanied  at  the  time  the  Order 
was  issued  in  publicalions,  which,  though 
certainly  not  authorised^  were  widely  cir- 
culated— an  onderstandiDg^  of  which  the 
repott  of  that  night^s  debate  would  con- 
vey to  the  country  the  first  contradiction- 
he  must  say,  that  it  would  have  involved  a 
principle  trom  which  it  would  have  been 
imperative  o»him  utterly  to  dissent.  Nor 
was  it  surprising  then,  that  this  Order,  ap- 
parently identiiVing  foreigners  with  our 
own  army,  shou(d  l^ve  excited  conside- 
rable astonishment.  Nay,  remembering 
the  constitution  in  its  pnrest  state,  even  a 


coitsiderabib  degree  of  jealousy  would 
have  been  excusable.  In  the  best  ancf 
earliest  times  of  our  renovated  constitution 
—in  the  reign  of  that  hero  to  whom  we 
were  indebted  for  that  constitution — in  the 
case  of  (he  very  troops  which  had  been 
called  in  to  secure  the  establishment  of  that 
constitution- in  the  case  of  the  Dutch 
troops  in  the  service  of  king  William,  al- 
though that  great  sovereign  and  bene- 
factor of  the  country  descended  almost  to 
supplicate  on  his  knees  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  to  allow  him  to,  retain  his  own 
guards,  they  would  not  permit  it  as  soon 
as  the  necessity  for  their  presence  ceased 
to  exist.  Calling  all  this  to  mind,  he  could 
not  consider  apprehensions  upon  such  a 
subject  altogether  groundless ;  and  he  waiS 
convinced  that,  riot  with  an  unwise  and  un* 
precedented  zeal,biA  in  the  spirit  thavhad 
thus  grown  up  with  the  constitution  itself, 
it  Would  have  behov^  every  man  in  that 
Mouse  to  look  at  the  Order  in  question, 
had  its  purport  been  such,  as  until  Chat 
night  it  had  universally  been  supposed  to 
be.  Although  be  certainly  was  not  ill 
the  habit  of  paying  the  noble  lord  who 
had  made  (he  present  motion  many  com- 
pliments, he  could  by  no  means  indulge  in 
any  sneer  against  him,  for  having  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  a 
document  so  enigmatical,  as  even  to  de* 
ceive  the  companion  in  arms  of  those  to 
whom  it  related.  On  the  contrary,  h^ 
thought  the  noble  lord  was  in  the  present 
instance  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
House  and  the  country,  for  having  pro« 
doced  the  explanation  which  bad  beeni 
afibrdedby  the  noble  Secretary  at. War, 
and  for  having  thus  put  him  (Mr.  Canning] 
in  a  situation  which  permitted  him,  in- 
stead of  supporting  (he  noble  lord's  mo- 
tion, to  pay  him  a  compliment,  andf  vote 
against  it 

Lord  PMesdme  rose  in  reply.  He  said 
that  if  he  was  pleased  at  some  things 
which  he  had  heard  that  night,  he  was 
beyond  measure  ashamed  at  other  things 
which  he  had  heaid.  When  he  had  seen 
our  yeung  men  and  oftcers  adopting 
German  dresses,  and  Germanizing  them- 
selves at  much  as  possible,  undertaking 
everything  German,  and  so  attached  f<> 
the  fashion  of  the  day  as  in  deference  to 
it  to  cast  off  etery  thins  English,  he  felt 
disgust  at  it  f  hot  when  ne  now  heard  the 
German  soldiers  preferred  to  the  tt'itjsh 
from  a  high  anthority,  &e  ftlt  the  ^^reatesf 
pain.  When  a  gallant  general  said  thai 
they  were  better  than  the  British*^ 
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General  Siewart  rose  to  order,  and  said, 
be  had  never  made  such  an  assertion.  He 
had  only  spoken  of  one  corps,  the  first 
Hussars,  whom  he  stated  as  the  admiration 
of  the  army. 

Lord  Folkestone  continued.  He  under- 
stood him  distinctly  to  have  spoken  of 
other  military  departments  also,  in  which 
he  had  gj^en  the  preference  to  the  Ger- 
mans. The  compliment  to  the  Germans 
be  considered  rather  extravagant;  bnf  the 
gallant  general  having  denied  the  words 
imputed  to  him,  he  should  relinquish  that 
topic,  and  proceed  to  advert  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Secretary  at  War,  who  had 
taken  occasion  this  night  to  reply  to  state- 
ments and  arguments  which  he  had 
brought  before  the  last  parliament.  But 
the  reply  of  the  noble  Secretary  he  felt  to 
be  quite  inefiective,  first,  as  to  the  state- 
nient  that  baron  Linsingen  commanded 
the  eastern  district;  he  maintained  that 
it  was  correctly  true,  that  this  baron,  as 
commander  of  the  district,  ordered  out  the 
garrison  of  Ipswich  (among  which  gar- 
rison were  some  English  militia),  in  order 
to  review  it,  and  that  he  had  done  several 
other  acts  in  the  quality  of  commander  of 
the  district.  But  baron  Linsingen  was 
not  the  only  foreign  officer  in  such  a  situa- 
tion, for  there  were  in  fact  four  or  five 
other  foreigners  invested  with  such  com- 
mands. Thus  was  the  Act  of  Settlement 
outraged  ;  but  it  had  become  a  habit  with 
certain  persons  to  treat  acts  of  parliament 
with  evasion  and  indifference,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  where  though  the  law 
expressly  prohibited  such  employment  of 
these  foreign  officers,  and  stated  that  they 
were  only  to  be  allowed  commands  in  their 
own  particular  corps,  "  inasmuch  as  they 
could  best  drill  them,  from  being  ac- 
quainted with  their  language  and  man- 
ners/' yet  not  the  slightest  regard  was  paid 
to  this  wholesome  constitutional  provision. 
According  to  the  act  originally  consti* 
toting  the  German  Legion,  the  ground 
alleged  for  appointing  German  officers, 
was,  that  from  their  acquaintance  with  the 
German  language  and  manners  they  were 
best  fitted  to  discipline  and  command  such 
corps;  but  what  ground  of  utility  or  ex- 
pediency could  be  alleged  for  appointing 
such  officers  to  command  in  the  British 
army  ?  Here*  the  Act  of  Settlement  was 
violated  without  any  thing  like  a  plea ; 
bat  so  were  other  acu  also.  For  example, 
according  to  the  act  relating  to  the  con- 
atitation  of  the  60th  regiment,  not  one  of 
that  corpa  was  ever  to  serve  oot  of  Ame- 
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rica.  Yet  the  prescription  of  the  act  had 
been  wholly  overlooked.  In  fact,  one 
battalion  of  this  regiment  was  now  serving 
in  the  peninsula.  He  did  not  mean  to 
find  fault  with  such  employment  of  that 
battalion,  but  with  the  manner  of  sending 
it  out.  He  objected  to  the  violation  of 
the  law.  Why  was  not  application  made 
to  parliament  to  repeal  the  law,  if  found 
objectionable,  instead  of  acting  directly  in 
its  teeth— instead  of  treating  the  law,  and 
consequently  the  legislature,  with  con* 
tempt  ?  No  man  would  object  to  snch  em- 
ployment of  them,  if  ministers,  instead  of 
breaking  an  act  of  parliament,  would 
come  to  parliament  and  point  oot  the 
necessity  of  such  a  change  of  destina- 
tion.  Parliament  would,  no  doubt,  attend 
to  any  application  to  remove  an  excep- 
tionable law;~-but  it  seemed  too  much 
trouble  to  pay  due  respect  to  parliament 
It  was  a  shorter  course  to  do  as  mea 
pleased  themselves,  than  to  consult  otben, 
and  particularly  a  superior  aothority. 
The  Secretary  at  War  appeared  fonder  of 
looking  over  th^  map  of  Europe  than  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  or  the  constitution,  hot 
the  latter  were  in  his  opinion  fully  as  de< 
serving  of  attention  as  the  former.  How 
great  had  been  the  solicitude  of  parlia- 
ment to  render  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  settlement  effective.  Not  only  at  the 
Revolution  did  our  ancestors  refuse  to  idlow 
Dutch  troops  to  stay  in  this  country,  but 
on  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover, 
there  was  an  act  in  the  very  first  year, 
which  had  directly  in  its  contemplation 
the  employment  of  Hlinoverian  troops. 
It  was  against  this  very  description  of  force, 
that  our  ancestors  shewed  a  cohstitotional 
jealousy  at  the  time  of  passing  the  Act  of 
Settlement.  Even  in  the  reign  of  George 
1st  this  jealousy  bad  not  subsided,  bat 
statutes  were  passed  to  guard  against  the 
appointment  6f  any  foreigner  to  any 
place  civil  or  military,  in  this  country; 
and  making  that  provision  a  specific 
clause  even  in  every  naturalization  Bill. 

With  respect  to  the  challenge  of  tbe 
gallant  officer  to  look  to  the  Gazettes,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  achievements  of  the 
German  Legion,  he  had  taken  occanon  to 
review  those  Gazettes,  because  fa  similar 
desire  had  been  before  expressed  to  him 
by  others,  and  he  was  happy  to  find  that 
in  glory,  as  it  appeared  from  the  losses* 
the  Bntish  army  was  not  inferior,  com- 
pared with  those  hiffhly^applaoded,  those 
particularly-fikvourcd  foreigners.  For  what 
was  the  comparison  ?  Why,  let  tha  Home 
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priottd  in  the  Army  Utt«  as  an  honourable 
remembraoce  of  the  lervices  they  had 
done  the  country,  and  they  woald  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  rank  to  which  their 
merits  so  unquestionably  entitled  them. 
Now,  if  this  permanent  rank  did  not  vio- 
late the  law  or  the  constitution,  by  giving 
lo  those  officers  a  greater  hold  on  the  ser- 
vice than  they  before  possessed,  could  the 
noble  lord  contend  that  it  interfered  with 
the  rights  of  British  officers?  As  to  the 
complaint,  that  they  sometimes  command- 
ed native  officers,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  act  under  which  they  served  au* 
tborised  the  formation  of  articles  of  war 
for  their  government ;  and  one  of  these 
gave  t9  the  senior  officer  of  a  detachment, 
the  command  of  the  whole,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  service,  and  as  was  usual 
in  the  army  in  general.  Those  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the 
aroiy  were  perfectly  aware  that  the  of- 
ficers of  the  German  Legion  had  uniformly 
taken  precedence  according  to  the  date  of 
their  commission,  just  as  if  they  held 
permanent  rank.  From  aH  this  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  Order  did  not  inter- 
lace with  the  regular  army,  or  with  the 
act  of  parliament.  The  officers  of  the 
Legion  had  always  been  pot  in  brevet  as 
permanent,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Order, -so  far  from  enabling  them  to 
ahoulder  out  British  officers,  gave  them 
no  advantage  with  regard  to  prece- 
denoe,  or  promotion,  which  they  did 
not  possess  when  they  first  embarked 
in  the  serf  ice.  But,  it  would  be  aaid>  if 
this  Order  did  not  give  any  advantage^  for 
what  purpose  was  it  issued  ? — and  on  this 
point  the  noble  lord  was  very  satirical, 
observing  with  great  severity  on  the  igno- 
rance of  those  connected  with  the  War- 
office,  whom  he  seemed  to  think  unac- 
Quainted  with  their  own  language.  But 
ne  would  tell  the  noble  lord,  that  the 
Order  which  was  issued  by  the  Com- 
nuwder^in-chief,  was  intended,  and  was 
«o  understood  by  the  c(Scers  themselves, 
to  pav  a  well-merited  compliment  to  a 
v«ry  <Ieserving  body  of  men,  who  had  sig- 
judised  themselves  not  only  in  one  action 
but  throughout  the  whole  campaign. 
.Some  hon.  gentlemen  might  think  it  a 
.boon  not  worth  having,  but  he  was  sure 
that  those  who  best  knew  their  pure  and 
honoofable  feelings,  were  convinced  that 
it  was  moM  gratifying  to  thefn*  What 
they  mcquired  was  honour,  the  end  and 
aim  of  a  soldier ;  that  for  which  he  fought 
and  died.  To  the  German  Legion  such  a 
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reward  was  not,  and  could  not  be  deemed 
a  trifle ;  it  was  in  troth  most  gratifying  to 
their  feelings  and  welcome  to  their  am- 
bition. Those  who  were  acquainted  front 
previous  unhappy  experience  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  noble  lord  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  employment  of  foreigners  for 
our  own  and  the  defence  of  our  allies, 
would  be  aware  that  to  carry  this  motion 
was  not  so  much  his  object,  as  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  parliament  to  make 
a  soft  of  declaration  that  his  opinions  were 
unaltered,  and  that  he  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  same  road  he  had  pursued  during 
the  last  parliament.  If  he  thought  that 
their  employment  was  improper,  all  he 
wished  was,  that  those  who  entertained  a 
different  sentiment  should  be  admitted  to 
have  as  much  love  for,  and  as  correct  views 
of  the  constitution  as  their  opponents. — He 
knew  that  many  h^d  an  objection  to  em- 
ploying foreign  soldiers  on  constitutional 
principles.  He  thought,  however,,  that 
those  who  considered  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  as  well  as  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  would  not  object  to  their 
being  employed  at  present.  If  any  maa 
would  look  at  the  map  of  Europe,  and  see 
what  a  portion  of  its  population  the  enemy 
had  forced  into  hostility  against  thie 
country,  if  be  were  also  to  consider  the 
limited  population  of  these  two  islands* 
and  the  extensive  colonies  we  had  to  de- 
fend, and  the  navy  we  had  to  support,  it 
appeared  to  him  hardly  possible  that  such 
a  man  could  now  adhere  to  the  idea  of  not 
employii^  foreigners  in  our  selrvice. 
Looking  at  the  present  state  of  the  wor)d, 
and  viewing  the  countless  ho^ts  that  wer^ 
arraved  against  Great  Britain,  single 
handed,  it  seemed  to  him  the  height  of 
absurdity  to  make  such  an  objection.  Be- 
cause our  having  swept  the  seas  of  our 
enemies,  and  J>ecause  our  small  but  gal- 
lant armies  had  hitherto  stood  undaunted 
and  unbroken  before  the  overwhelming 
forces  of  France  and  all  her  dependent 
states,  was  it  to  bNp  urged  that  we  were, 
unaided  and  unsupported,  capable  of  sus- 
taining for  ever  so  unequal  a  contest? 
That  our  foreign  corps,  and  particularly 
the  German  Legioi^  merited  all  the  re- 
wards that  could  be  bestowed  upon  them* 
no  man,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  ha 
might,  would  deny.  Surely  it  would  not 
be  said,  that  the  individuals  now  alluded 
to  were  objects  of  censure  or  distrust.  Ha 
would  beg  the  House  to  consider,  who 
they  were  ?  They  were  not  adventurers 
intruding  themselves  into  the  /lervice  of 
(S) 
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uttentioQ  of  the  Houie  to  a  dreumstaace 
which  had  not  been  noticed,  (he  aiTectatioa 
which  so  geoeraJJy  and  ridiculously  pre- 
vailed of  ioiiUting  the  dr^38  offorei^  sol- 
diers. AU  characUriatici  of  English  re- 
giments, especially  ia  the  ca? airy,  were 
completely  obliterated.  From  the  known 
predilection  for  this  dress  ia  a  certain  quar- 
ter, our  troops  wore  so  Germanised  or 
Frenchified  in  dieir  appearance,  (hat  the 
most  serious  consequences  were  to  be  ap- 
prehended. In  more  than  one  instance, 
this   mischievous    apish    imitation    had 

S roved  fatal.  In  fact.  English  soldiers 
ad  iiillen,  and  English  officers  bad  been 
taken  prisoners  in  consequence  of  mistak- 
ing a  corps  of  French  troops  for  our  own, 
and  in  the  retreat  from  Salamanca,  one  of 
our  officers  was  near  being  killed  by  order 
of  a  brother  officer,  who  supposed  him  to 
be  French*  Notwithstanding  \bp  general 
fense  entertained  on  this  subject  oy  the 
army,  either  remonstrances  had  not  reach- 
ed the  sonrce  fromSrhicb  the  remedy 
must  springf  or  had  been  ineffectual ;  so 
far  had  taste  prevailed  over  judgment. 
Whatever  might  be  our  admiration  of  fo- 
reign troops  employed  with  our  own» 
there  was  surely  no  need  to  confound  the 
two  services  together ;  each  might  retain 
a  distinct  uniform  and  independent  cha- 
racter of  its  own. '  He  could  not  abstain 
from  expressing  bis  concern  at  the  conclu* 
«ion  of  the  speech  of  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Canning),  who  after  the  strongest 
and  most  pointed  arguments  in  fiivour  of 
the  propriety  of  the  motion,  expressed  in 
language  which  only  that  gentleman 
Qould  command*  had  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  voting  against  it.  This  conduct  of 
the  right  hon.  gentieman^was,  however, 
nothing  new  :  he  .had  beei)  a  good  deal  in 
the  habits  of  speaking  on  one  side  of  the 
question,  and  giving  his  vote  on  the  other; 
nor  should  he,  after  that  night,  ever  think 
himself  entitled  to  calculate  upon  his  sup- , 
port  in  a  division  from  the  arguments  he 
might  have  made  use  of  in  the  course  of 
the  debate. 

The  original  motion  was  then  negatived 
without  a  division.  The  other 'motions  of 
lord  Folkestone  were  then  agreed  to  as 
follows :  1.  ''  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  a  Betucn  of  the  number  of  fo- 
reign officers  and  soldiers  serving  in  Bri- 
tish regiments,  distinguishing  the  officers 
from  the  soldiers,  and  iipecifying  the  regi- 
ments in  which  they  are  serving.  2.  A 
Retom  of  tbe  number  of  foreigners  having 
staffappoinun^  AM  ai  home,  spooi^ing  the 
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nature  of  the  appointments,  -and  the  dates 
thereof.  3.  A  Return  of  the  number  of  offi- 
cers belonging  to  the  60th  regiment  of  foot 
having  staff  appointments  at  home,  specie 
firing  the  nature  of  the  appointments  and 
the  nates  thereof.'' 
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Friday^  Decmber,  1 1. 

STAMFoan  Election— Petition  or  Ala. 
Noel  and  others.]  A  Petition  of  Qe- 
rard  Noel  Noel  esq.  William  John  Tatam^ 
of  the  borough  of  Stamford,  and  Willians 
Lowe  Peake>  of  the  said  boro^gl)\,butcher« 
was  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  at  the  last  election  for  the  said 
borough  held  on  the  6th,  7th,  8tb>  aod 
dth  of  October  last,  the  petitioner  Gerard 
Noel  Noel,  together  with  lord  Henniker 
and  Evan  FouU^es,  attorney  at  law,  were 
candidates*  and  the  petitioners  W.  J. 
Tatam*  and  W.  L.  Peake*  had  a  right  to 
vote  at  such  election ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner G.  N.  Noel  was  injured  in  his  said 
election,  and  the  other  petitioners  in  their 
right  of  votin^^  at  the  same,  hv  .reason  that 
the  said  election  was  notbtidin  the  usual 
place  in  which,  from  time  whereof  the  me- 
mory of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary,  the 
election  of  burgesses  to  represent  the  said 
borough  in  parliament  have  accustomed 
to  be  held,  notwithstanding  the  place  used 
for  holding  the  election  was  objected  to 
by  the  petitioner  G.  N.  Noeli  and  by  rea- 
son that  the  person  who  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Belerave*  the  mayor  of  the 
said  borough*  and  returning  officer  at  the 
said  election*  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  da^s 
of  the  election,  to  be  his  assessor,  vie. 
James  Torklngton  eiiq.  barrister  at  iaw» 
and  which  assessor  or  assistant  was  comi- 
nued  in  the  same  employment  by  Mr. 
Henry  Parker  West,tbe  lucceoding  mayor 
of  the  said  borough,  and  returning  ofiicer 
for  the  said  election,  on  the  4>tb  and  last 
day  of  the  said  election*  was  not  appoint- 
ed with  the  approbation  of  the  petitioner 
G.  N.  Noel,  and  did  manifestly  diKover 

Eartiality  in  favour  of  the  said  lord  Henni- 
er  and  Bvan  Foulkes,  in  his  decisions  od 
the  votes  taken ;  and  by  reason  that  James 
Tomlinson,  who  was  the  sworn  clerk  to 
take  the  poll  at  the  said  election,  did  no* 
toriously  alter  one  of  the  rates  of  the  parish 
of  Saint  Mary,  in  the  said  borough^  after 
the  same  had  been  signed  by  the  magis- 
trates, thereby  to  impose  upon  the  return- 
ing officer*  and  to  enable  one  Robert 
MiUer  to  vote*  and  thereby  to  promote  tbo 
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•lection  of  (he  said  lord  Henoiker  and 
Sran  Foulkei;  and  that  the  name  of  the 
right  bon.  lord  Brownlow,  the  lord  Iteate- 
nant  of  Lincoln,  and  a  peer  and  member 
of  the  Lords  House  of  parUament«  was 
made  use -of  to  inflaence  the  votes  of  elec* 
tors  at  this  election,  in  favour  of  the  said 
lord  Heotiiker  and  Evan  Fbolkes;  and 
that  the  petitioners  W.  J.  Tatam  and  W. 
L.  Peake,  did  severalty  tender  their  votes 
at  the  said  election  for  the  said  6.  N. 
Noel^  (that  is  to  say),  both  of  them  on  the 
2d  day  of  the  said  poll,  and  were  unjustly 
hindered  from  polling,  and  refused  to  be 
received  on  the  poll,  by  the  said  J»  Bel- 
grave,  and  J.  Torkinston;  and  that  other 
legal  votes  tendered  for  the' said  G.  N. 
Noel  were  rejected,  and  other  persona  not 
legally  entitled  to  vote,  were  admitted  to 
vote;  and  that  sundry  vpters  wer^  induced 
by  threats,  and  otkier  corrupt  means,  to 
vote  against  the  petitioner  G.  N.  Noel, 
who  might  otherwise  have  been  at  the 
head  of  the  poll;  and  praying  the  House 
to  take  the  premises  into  consideration/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on.  the  23d  of  February. 


BaisTOL  Election—Petition  op  Ma. 
Hunt  and  OTRBas.]  A  Petition  of  Henry 
Hunt,  of  Rowfant  House,  in  the  county  of 
Sussex,  esq.,  William  Pimm,  of  Bristol, 
salesman,  Thomas  Pimm,  currier,  William 
Weetch,  clothier,  and  Thomas  Gammage, 
cabinet-maker,  was  read ;  setting  forth,   , 

**  That  the  petitioners  W.  Pimm,  T. 
Pimm,  W.  Weetch,  and  T,  Gammage, 
now  are,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  last  elec^ 
tion  were  electors  of  the  said  city,  voA 
claim  to  have  a  right  to  vote,  and  did  vote 
at  the  said  election ;  and,  at  the  said  elec- 
tion, the  petitioner  H.  Hunt,  together  with 
Richard  HartDavis  esq.. Edward  Protheroe 
esq.  and  sir  Samuel  Bomilly  knight,  were 
candidates  to  represent  the  said  city  in  this 
present  parliament ;  and  that  the  said  R. 
H.  Davis  esq.  and  Edward  Protheroe  esq. 
by  themselves,  their  agiinu,  friends,  mana- 

fers,  committees,  partisans,  and  others  on 
is  and  their  behalf,  previous  to  and  at  the 
aaid  election,  were  cuilty  of  gross  and  no- 
torious bribery  and  corruption,  and,  at 
and  during  the  said  election,  and  previous 
thereto,  the  said  K.  H.  Davis  and  the  said 
&  Protheroe,  by  themselves,  their  agents, 
ftc.  did  corrupt  and  procure  di?ers  per* 
aons,  as  well  those  who  were  qualified  to 
vote,  as  those  who  claimed  or  pretended  to 
have  a  right  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  to 
give  their  v^tes  for  them  the  said  R.  H. 
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Davis  and  £.  Protheroe  esquires ;  and  did 
also,  by  gifts  and  rewards,  and  promises^ 
« agreements,  and  securities  for  gifts  and 
rewards,  corrupt  and  procure  divers  other 
persons,  being  qualified  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  to  refuse  and  forbear,  to  give 
their  votes  at  the  same  for  the  petitioner 
the  said  H.  Hunt,  or  the  other  candidate, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes  enacted 
for  the  prevention  of  bribery  and  corrupt 
tion ;    and  that  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and 
£.  Protheroe,  by  themselves,  their  agents, 
&c.  were  guilty  of  the  most  flagrant  and 
notorious  acts  of  intimidation,    thereby 
basely    ahd    unlawfully   procuring,   by- 
threats,  divers  other  persons,  being  quali- 
fied to  vote  at  the  said  election,  through 
the  fear  of  being  persecuted,  ruined,  im- 
prisoned, and  otherwise  ill  used  and  pu- 
nished, to  forbear  to  give  their  votes  for 
the  petitioner  the  said  H.  Hunt,  or  the 
other  candidate  in  violation  of  the  righta 
of  the  electors,  the  prfvileges  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  fireedom  of  election ;   and 
that  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  E.  Protheroe^ 
by  themselves,  their  agents,  &c»  after  the 
teste  of  the  writ  for  the  said  election,  ahd 
before  the  election  of  the  said  R.  H.  Davii 
and  E.  Protheroe,  did  give,  present,  and 
allow  to  divers  persons  who  had  votes,  or 
claimed  or  pretended  to  have  a  right  to 
vote  at  such  election,  money,  &c.  in  order 
to  their  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  E.  Pro- 
theroe being  elected,  and  to  procure  them 
to  be  returned  for  the  said  city  in  violation 
of  ^he  standing  order  and  regulationa  of 
the  House,  and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  realm  enacted  for  the  pre- 
venting chai|p  and.  expence  in  the  elec« 
tion  of  mem&rs  to  serve  in  parliament; 
and  that  a  large  body  of  military,  consisu 
ing  of  the  Middlesex  militia,  were  quar- 
tered within  two  miles  of  the  said  city» 
many  of  whom  were  actually  stationed 
withm  the  walls  of  the  said  city  during 
the  whole  of  lh«  aaid  election;  and  thatv 
col.  Gore,  commandant  of  the  Bristol  vo- 
lunteers, gave  orders  the  4lay  before  tha 
election  commenced,  to  have  two  pieces 
of  brass  ordnance  six  pounders  removed 
from  the  Grove,  where  they  bad  been  kept 
for  the  last  two  years,  andluul  them  placed 
upon  the  Exchange,  where  they  remained 
during  the  whole  of  the  said  election,  ta 
the  terror  of  the  electors  and  peaceabla 
inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  regardless  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  contrary 
to  the  sutote  of  the  Hth  of  Geo.  3,  c.  SO, 
in  that  case  made  and  provided;  and  that 
a  great  number  of  freemen  were  employ* 
(T) 
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ed  by  the  said  IL  H.  Davit  and  £.  Pro* 
Ifaeroe,  or  their  agents,  &c.  he.  ntidmv  Ilia 
denomtaaiiofi  ofbiitdgeoninen  or  preivnd- 
ed  coDMables ;  and  that  TtrnnHi  avma  of 
inoQey  were  paid  by  the  said  R.  H.  Da?i| 
and  £.  Protheroe,  or  by  the  ageats,  com- 
mittees, friends,  roanagers,  or  oihert  on 
their  behalf,  to  iivflaence  aocb  of  them  at 
were  entiUed  to  vote,  or  pretended  to  ha^e 
m  right  to  vote  at  the  gaid  election,  and  to 
induce  them  to  give  their  votes  for  the  said 
R.  H.  Davis  and  £.  Protfaeroe  etqirires ; 
Biid  that  the  poll  was  closed  by  thevberift, 
the  returntttg  officers,  two  days  sooner  than 
by  law  directed,  notwtUistandiftg  the  peti- 
tioner, the  said  H.  Hunt,  openly  protested 
against  it,  several  ft^emen  at  thai  time 
hating  offered  to  poH  for  the  said  H. 
Hunt,  which  votes  were  ref«<ed  to  be 
taken  and  entered  on  the  poll,  and  not- 
withstanding the  sbef iffi  wane  poblicly  in* 
formed  that  many  other  votera  were  on  the 
road,  who  were  coming  with  the  intent  to 
poll  at  the  said  eledtton ;  and  praying,  that 
the  House  will  take  the  premises  into  thetr 
ihost  serioos  consideration*  and  that  the 
election  and  return  of  the  said  R.  H.  Davis 
esq.  and  E.  Protheroe  esquire,  may  be  de- 
clared to  be  null  and  void." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  25th  of  February. 

Malt-Di}tt  Bill.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  liiis 
jftf I, 

Mr.  W.  Dimdat  rose  on  the  part  of  the 
maltsters  of  Scotland,  from  whom  he  had 
received  such  a  representation  as  Brged 
btm,  from  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  to  cati 
the  attention  of  the  Home  to  this  subject. 
It  appeared  to  him,  mdeed,  that  if  the  li- 
mitalion  fixed  in  the  teeasore  before  the 
House  were  insisted  open,  there  would  be 
ad  malting  in  Scotland,  and  of  coorse 
there  would  be  no  duty.  Accordms  to 
the  act  of  last  year,  the  time  allowed  lor 
steeping  barley  was  settled  at  §5  hours; 
but  this  being  found  quite  insufficient  for 
the  maltsters  of  Yorkshire  andChe  northern 
counties,  this  Bill  was  introduced  tb  cor- 
rect that  mistake,  and  to  extend  the  time 
to  65  honcB,  because  from  tfao  comparative 
inferiority  of  the  barley  in  these  districta, 
such  extension  was  found  absolately  ne- 
cessary. Now  vvhat  he  had  to  require  on 
the  part  of  his  countrymen  was,  thatas  they 
were  still  more  northerly,  and  their  barley 
still  Inferior  from  the  inferiority  of  the 
■oil,  a  still  farther  extension  might  be 
granted  to  them.     The  reason  isrigoed 
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Csv  this  limitation  of  the  time  la  steeping 
barley,  was  avowedly  to  prevent  mvdb 
upon  the  reveaue ;  faint  aa  no  such  frauds 
could  be  charged  on  the  Scotch  maltstera» 
by  whom  none  sueh  had  been  committed, 
the  excise  of  last  year  having  been  an- 
usually  productive,  amounting  indeed  to 
130,0001.  that  reason  could  not  be  preased 
against  them.  For  them,  therefore,  lia 
felt  himself  justified  in  argine  a  claim  of 
extension  to  75  hoars,  ^imctk  extension 
they  deemed  indispeosibly  necessary  to 
carry  on  their  trade*  Ho  was  sorry  to 
find  that  this  appeal  and  that  of  his  friends 
in  Scotlwd,  to  his  friend  (Mr.  Wharton,) 
bad  been  found  totally  unavailing.  Yet 
when  the  Scotch  maltsters  laid  their  case 
before  the  commissioners  of  excise  in 
Scotland,  between  whom  and  them  there 
was,  as  in  such  relations  geaerally,  a  nap 
tural  antipathy,  the  commissioaers  were 
so  struck  by  the  grievance  to  which  the 
ttaluters  were  subjected,  that  they  allowed 
an  extension  of  the  tiase  for  steeping  malt» 
to  80  hours.  This  allowance  was  imide  in 
October,  1812;  but  upon  reference  to  his 
hon.  friend,  the  boon  was  ordered  to  be 
revoked.  All  he  asked  then,  if  it  was  not 
wished  to  extinguish  the  Scotch  maltsters, 
and  so  to  injure  both  agricoluire  and  the 
revenue,  was,  that  the  venr  peculiar  cir* 
camstonoes  m  which  the  Sfeotck  maltsters 
were  jplaced  should  be  reconsidarod  at 
all  events,  that  provision  should  be  made 
in  the  Bill,  investing  the  commissioaers  of 
the  excise  in  Scotland^  or  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury  in  England,  with  a 
discretionary  power  to  mat  the  oxten* 
sioa  of  time  required  by  the  Scotch 
maltsters  if  they  tfhonld  succeed  in  mrtrag 
out  a  case  worthy  of  sooh  exiensiott. 

Mr.  LaaceUmt  on  the  part  of  the  nsall* 
stars  of  Yorkshire,  protested  against  any 
disposition  to  commit  Iraad,  in  reqafiriag 
the  extension  of  time  proposed  to  he 
granted  hy  this  Bill ;  these  maltsters  bar- 
ing, indeed,  themselves  suggested  a  pe- 
nalty upon  fraud,  the  infliction  of  whi^ 
must  nearly  prodnce  the  mln  of  tha 
guilty.  lie  was  glad,  therrfbre,  thai  the 
applicatiaa  of  his  coastitoents  had  been 
attended  to;  hot  if  the  ofajfect  of  that  ap» 
plication  should  not,  upon  trtal»  helbaBri 
fally  answered  by  the  provbioas  of  tha 
Bill,  he  should,  seeing  a  clause  in  the  BiH^ 
allowing  ito  repeal  or  amendment  ia  tha 
coorse  of  the  session,  feel  himself  oaapa* 
tent  to  apply  for  a  fother  exienrion  of  tiasa 
for  the  steeping  of  malt  in  YorMike. 

Mr.  If AmMi  fait  ^onfideoi,  that  the  ob» 
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•erfttioni  Of  bit  Tigkt  hoa.  friend  wcve* 
totally  foamkd  io  mistake ;  and  if  he 
covld  shew  that  the  preniiaet  were  iacoc^ 
rect»  the  Houie  would  know  hew  to  appre- 
ciate his  conclmione.  Hia  right  hon.  friend 
had  atierted  the  inferiority  of  the  barley 
oaed  by  meltners  in  Scotlandt  whereai,  in 
point  of  fact»  that  barley  waa  gjmerally  of 
the  very  finest  qaality.  The  grain  al* 
laded  to  by  hia  right  bon.  friend*  and  upon 
which  he  appeared  lo  have  received  tone 
informatkm;  waa  not  barley«  but  big ;  and 
ofven  that  grm,  growing  upon  land  gen^ 
rally  let  at  from  S  to  10^  an  acre*  coukl 
not  be  let  down  as  so  inferior*  or  the 
^wth  of  land  so  poor  in  quality*  u  bis 
right  hon.  friend  had  stoled.  But  his 
right  hon.  friend  had  been  generally  mis- 
informed  upon  this  sofaject*  although  re* 
ferring  to  bis  native  counuy.  There  was 
no  doubt*  a  ^at  deal  of  poor  land  in 
Scotland*  which*  of  course*  would  grow 
poor  grain.  But  it  was  notorious,  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  barley  used  by  the 
Scotch  maltsters,  wes  of  the  very  best 
ouality*  being  ttio  growth  of  Norfolk. 
This  Norfolk  barley  was,  in  froi.  bought 
cheaper  in  Edinburgh*  thtfn  in  London ; 
and  if  then  the  proposition  of  his  right  bon. 
friend*  or  rather  the  petition  of  the  Scotch 
maltiter**  which  applied  for  an  extension 
of  1<K>  hours*  were  acceded*  the  conse- 
^ence  would  be*  that  such  barley  mSgbt 
Oe^  steeped  twice  within  the  time  re- 
quired. Thus,  indeed*  the  revenue  might 
DO  completely  defrauded.  But*  according 
to  the  'assertion  of  his  right  hon.  friend» 
the  Scotch  maltaurs  were  incapable  of 
fraud«— according  to  him,  Uuly*  they 
never  had  any  aucb  dispositions-there 
were  no  frauds  upon  the  revenue  in  Scot- 
land* whatever  might  occur  elsewhere. 
What*  however*  was  the  fret  ?  why*  that 
in  the  year  1309*  which  was  the  last  to 
which  he  had  referred*  the  convictions  for 
fraud  upon  the  excise  amounted  in  Eng- 
land to  but  1S2I*  whik  in  Scotland  they 
oaceeded  4500  (a  general  laugh.)  Then 
•as  to  100  honrs*  applied  for  by  the  Scotdi 
petitioners*  he  undertodc  to  assert*  tlut 
no  barley  in  nature  could  require  such  a 
ptoriod*  and  that  05  houni*  which  the  Bill 
proposed  to  grant*  were  amply  sufficient 
ibr  every  purpose  of  saturation.  If*  how- 
over*  the  contrary  should  be  the  case^and 
a  fiurther  estension  of  time  should  be 
found  necessary*  the  Bill  wm  so  modelled 
as  to  leave  roqpi  for  speed  v  amendment, 
which  amendnient  he  should  be  as  ready 
tb  support  as  any  man ;  being  at  all  thnei 


ready  rather  to  rdease  some  part  of  the 
system  necessary  to  check  frauds*  than 
to  wish  any  injury  or  undue  inconvenience 
to  the  fair  trade. 

^  Mr.  ihmdaa  asked*  whether  the  convic- 
tions for  fmtid  upon  the  excise  in  Scotland 
adverted  to  by  his  hon.  friend*  did  not 
relate  to  the  manufacture  of  whisky*  iad 
not  to  melting } 

Mr.  Wkanom  answered  in  the  negative. 

Tbe  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time.' 

Motion  roa  aiscmoiNc  Ma,  Van- 
sittaxt's  RxsoLUTioN  axsPXCTiMo  Gold 
CoiN«3  Mr.  DishipgUm  appearing  at  the 
bar  to  present  a  Report* 

Mr.  WkiUfnad  conceiving  the  Report 
about  to  be  presented  to  be  that  of  the 
Gold  Coin  Bill*  thought  proper*  before  it 
was  presented*  to  ^bmit  a  motion  to  tbe 
House.  Having  failed  to  make  the.  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ashamed  of  the  third  Resolution  inserted 
on  the  Journals  in  May  last*  declaring 
*'  That  the  promissory  notes  of  the  said 
company  have  hitherto  been*  and  are  at 
this  time*  held  in  public  estimation  to  be 
equiralent  to  the  legal  coin  of  the  realm* 
and  generally  accepted  as  such  in  all  pe- 
cuniary transactions  to  which  s«ch  coin 
is  lawfully  applioable*"  bethought  it  ne- 
cessary* for  the  sake  of  troth  and  tbe  cha« 
racterofthe  House*  to  propose  that  the 
resolution  should  be  rescinded,  which  pro- 
position he  would  submit  without  any  de- 
bate. 

The  Chancdhr  qf  ih$  Exchequer  said,  that 
OS  the  hon.  member  expressed  his  inten- 
tion to  propose  the  rescinding  of  the  Reso- 
lution alluded  to*  without  any  debate* 
he  should*  without  any  debate*  support 
it.  But  at  the  same  time  he  was  ready* 
upon  any  day  that  might  be  appointed* 
to  enter  folly  into  any  discussion  upon 
this  Resolution*  and  to  justify  its  terms 
and  chiuticter. 

Mr.  Whithrtad  declaring  bis  desire  to 
take  tbe  sense  of  the  House  upon  this 
motion. 

The  Hoose  accordingly  divided :  For  the 
motion  20  :  Against  it  6S  x  Majority  37^ 

toMi  qfthe  Mmoruy. 

Aberemuihy,  H«tt.  J.  Gumey,  Hudson 

Bsokes,  B.  Grant*  J.  P. 

Beooet,  Hon.  H.  0.  Gonloq,  R. 

Creereji  T.  Hamilton,  Lord  A. 

Calfert,C.  Horae,  W. 

Canning,  O.  Hnsktssoo,  W. 

Fitiroj*  Lord  J.  l«bbock,  J. 

PsBlsr,r  Mildmay*  Sir  tf  • 
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General  Siewari  rose  to  order,  and  said^ 
be  had  never  made  such  an  assertion.  He 
bad  only  spoken  of  one  corps,  the  first 
Hussars,  whom  he  staled  as  the  admiration 
of  the  army. 

Lord  Folkestone  continued.  He  under- 
stood him  distinctly  to  have  spoken  oF 
other  military  departments  also,  in  which 
be  had  given  the  preference  to  the  Ger« 
mans.  The  compliment  to  the  Germans 
be  considered  rather  extravagant ;  butthe 
gallant  general  having  denied  the  words 
imputed  to  him,  he  should  relinquish  that 
topic,  and  proceed  to  advert  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Secretary  at  War,  who  had 
taken  occasion  this  night  to  reply  to  state- 
ments and  arguments  which  he  had 
brought  before  the  last  parliament.  But 
the  reply  of  the  noble  Secretary  he  felt  to 
be  quite  inefifective,  first,  as  to  the  state- 
ment that  baron  Linsingen  commanded 
the  eastern  district;  he  maintained  that 
it  was  correctly  true,  that  this  baron,  as 
commander  of  the  district,  ordered  out  the 
garrison  of  Ipswich  (among  which  gar- 
rison were  some  English  militia),  in  order 
lo  review  it,  and  that  he  had  done  several 
other  acts  in  the  quality  of  commander  of 
the  district.  But  baron  Linsingen  was 
not  the  only  foreign  officer  in  such  a  situa- 
tion, for  there  were  in  fact  four  or  five 
other  foreigners  invested  with  such  com- 
mands. Thus  was  the  Act  of  Settlement 
outraged  ;  but  it  had  become  a  habit  with 
certain  persons  to  treat  acts  of  parliament 
with  evasion  and  indifference,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  where  though  the  law 
expressly  prohibited  such  employment  of 
these  foreign  officers,  and  stated  that  they 
were  only  to  be  allowed  commands  in  their 
own  particular  corps,  "  inasmuch  as  they 
coula  best  drill  them,  from  being  ac- 
quainted with  their  language  and  man* 
ners/'  yet  not  the  slightest  regard  was  paid 
to  this  wholesome  constitutional  provision. 
According  to  the  act  originally  consti- 
tuting the  German  Legion,  the  ground 
alleged  for  appointing  German  officers, 
was,  that  from  their  acquaintance  with  the 
German  language  and  manners  they  were 
best  fitted  to  discipline  and  command  such 
corps ;  but  what  ground  of  utility  or  ex- 
pediency could  be  alleged  for  appointing 
such  officers  to  command  in  the  British 
army  ?  Here*  the  Act  of  Settlement  was 
▼iolated  without  any  thing  like  a  plea ; 
bol  so  were  other  acu  also.  For  example 
iccording  to  the  act  relating  to  the  con- 
Blitution  of  the  60th  regiment,  not  one  of 
Ihat  coipe  was  ever  to  serve  out  of  Ame- 
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I  rica.  Yet  the  prescription  of  the  act  had 
been  wholly  overlooked.  In  fact,  ontf 
battalion  of  this  regiment  was  now  serving 
in  the  peninsula.  He  did  not  mean  to 
find  fault  with  such  employment  of  that 
battalion,  but  with  the  manner  of  sending 
it  out.  He  objected  to  the  violation  of 
the  law.  Why  was  not  application  made 
to  parliament  to  repeal  the  law,  if  found 
objectionable,  instead  of  acting  directly  in 
its  teeth— -instead  of  treating  the  law,  and 
consequently  the  legislature,  with  con- 
tempt ?  No  man  would  object  to  such  em- 
ployment of  them,  if  ministers,  instead  of 
breaking  an  act  of  parliament,  would 
come  to  parliament  and  point  out  the 
necessity  of  such  a  change  of  destina- 
tion. Parliament  would,  no  doubt,  attend 
to  any  application  to  remove  an  excep- 
tionable law;^but  it  seemed  too  much 
trouble  to  pay  due  respect  to  parliament. 
It  was  a  shorter  course  to  do  as  men 
pleased  themselves,  than  to  consult  othen, 
and  particularly  a  superior  authority. 
The  Secretary  at  War  appeared  fonder  of 
looking  over  th^  map  ot  Europe  than  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  or  the  constitution,  but 
the  latter  were  in  his  opinion  fully  as  de« 
serving  of  attention  as  the  former.  How 
great  had  been  the  solicitude  of  parlia- 
ment to  render  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  settlement  effective.  Not  only  at  the 
Revolution  did  our  ancestors  refuse  to  allow 
Dutch  troops  to  stay  in  this  country,  but 
on  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover, 
there  was  an  act  in  the  very  first  year, 
which  had  directly  in  its  contemplation 
the  employment  of  Hanoverian  troops. 
It  was  against  this  very  description  of  force, 
that  our  ancestors  shewed  a  constitutional 
jealousy  at  the  time  of  passing  the  Act  of 
Settlement  Even  in  the  reign  of  George 
1st  this  jealousy  had  not  subsided,  but 
statutes  were  passed  to  guard  against  the 
appointment  of  any  foreigner  to  any 
place  civil  or  military,  in  this  country : 
and  making  that  provision  a  specific 
clause  even  in  every  naturalization  JSill. 

With  respect  to  the  challenge  of  the 
gallant  officer  to  look  to  the  Gazettes,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  achievements  of  the 
German  Legion,  he  had  taken  occasion  to 
review  those  Gazettes,  because  'a  similar 
desire  had  been  before  expressed  to  him 
by  others,  and  he  was  happy  to  find  that 
in  glory,  as  it  appeared  from  the  loues« 
the  British  army  was  not  inferior,  com- 
pared with  those  highly-applauded,  those 
particularly-liivoared  foreigners.  For  what 
vras  the  comparison  ?  Why,  let  the  House 
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and  the  country  jadge  from  a  few  in- 
itances.  The  day  preceding  the  battle  of 
Talairera,  six  battalions  of  infantry  and 
one  regiment  of  cavalry  belonging  to  the 
German  Legion,  lost  iti^killed  and  wounded 
125;  two  battalions* of  the  87th  regi- 
ment, ditto,  ditto  164. — Battle  of  Busago: 
Four  battalions  and  two  detachments  of 
the  German  Legion,  lost  &c.  59 ;  one  bat- 
talion  of  the  45ih  regiment  137;  o"® 
ditto  of  the  88th  regiment  133. — Assault 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo :  Total  BriUsh  loss  «26; 
German  ditto  0.— Capture  of  Badajoz : 
British  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  3070 ; 
German  loss  0.—- Battle  of  Albuera :  Two 
battalions  of  the  German  Legion,  lost  &c. 
104;  two  ditto  of  the  7  th  regiment'  of 
infantry  682;  one  ditto  of  the  48th  ditto, 
ditto  273 ;  one  ditto  of  the  29th  ditto,  ditto 
525.«— Battle  of  Salamanca:  Fi?e  bat- 
talions of  the  German  Legion  96 ;  one 
ditto,  3d  of  1st  foot  160;  one  ditto,  Ist  of 
7th  195;  11th  341;  58th  143;  61st  366. 
— Upon  this  rcTiew  the  country  might  de* 
cide  which  description  of  force  encounter- 
ed most  danger,  siiffered  most  loss,  gained 
most  glory,  or  was  entitled  to  most  praise. 
To  some  persons  he  knew  it  would  be  ab- 
surd to  appeal.  From  those  who  paid 
more  regard  to  their  own  will  than  to  law 
or  reason ;  from  those  who  could  originate 
an  Order  apparently  designed,  and  since  it 
was  issued  he  would.undertake  to  say  no- 
toriously conceived,  to  involve  a  direct 
violation  of  law,  he  could  not  expect  due 
attention.  But  he  looked  to  the  members 
of  that  House,  who  must  feel,  that  what- 
ever difference  or  opinion  might  prevail 
upon  general  questions,  the  explanation  of 
this  extraordinary  Order  was  calculated 
to  do  good— and  he  hoped  that  that  ex- 

{>lanation  would  be  rendered  effective 
or  the  satisfaction  of  the  army  and  the 
pablic.  »With  this  view,  he  suggested 
that  the  explanation  of  that  night  ought 
to  be  put  into  an  oflBctal  shape,  and 
promulgated,  in  order  to  do  away  the  ge- 
neral misunderstanding,  and  he  would 
add,  the  general  discontent  to  which  the 
Order  under  discussion  had  given  birth. 
Perhaps  the  manner  in  which  the  debates 
of  that  House  found  their  way  to  the  pab- 
lic, might  be  deemed  sufficient  to  give  all 
desirable  publicity  to  the  explanation ;  but 
he  thought  it  would  be  more  satisfactory, 
especially  to  the  army,  to  adopt  the  course 
he  had  suggested.  The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded with  asking  the  Secretary  at  War, 
to  say  upon  what  authority  he  learned  that 
the  German  officers  onderstood  the  Order 


as  he  had  this  night  explained  it  to  the 
House  ? 

Lord  PiUmerston  answered  upon  the  au- 
thority of  general  Dekin,  who  was  the 
senior  Geman  officer  in  this  country.  He 
also  in  explanation  contended  that  he  had 
not  expressed  any  contempt  of  the  Act  of 
Settlement.  The  command  was  tempo* 
rary,  and  was  founded  on  the  Article  of 
War,  applicable  to  the  German  Legion, 
by  which  these  officers  took  precedence. 
He  also  saw  nothing  unconstitutional  in 
the  assumption  of  the  command  of  a  dis« 
trict  by  baron  Linsingen,  as  it  must  have 
devolved  upon  him  in  the  absence  of  lord 
Chatham,  and  was  perfectly  agreeable  to 
the  Article  of  War  to  which  he  had  allud- 
ed. The  noble  lord  appeared  to  have  to- 
tally mistaken  the  nature  of  the  reference 
to  the  Gazettes ;  for  the  proper,  and  in 
fact,  the  only  way  to  make  the  reference 
was,  to  establish  a  fair  estimate  by  the 
comparison  of  numbers,  as  equal  as  possi- 
ble, between  certain  proportions  or  corps 
of  the  British  army  and  the  German  Le- 
gion. 

Lord  PolkeMione  maintained,  that  h*e  had 
founded  his  estimate  upon  that  very  com- 
parison which  he  was  charged  with  not 
having  made. 

Mr.  Coehrane  Johnstone  wiiihed  to  state, 
in  reference  ,to  what  had  been  said  of  the 
comparative  merits  of  British  and  Germau 
officers,  that  five  of  the  generals  who  had 
received  thanks  for  thefr  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  belonged  to  the  Ger- 
man LfCgion. 

Mr.  H^hiibread  unwed  the  House,  that 
afVtf  the  arguments  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced, and  the  explanation  which  had 
been  given,  he  should  not  trouble  them  at 
any  length.  He  paid  a  compliment  to  the 
generous  and  liberal  sentiments  expressed 
by  a  gallant  general  (Stewart),  on  the  emi- 
nent services  and  distinguished  bravery  of 
the  German  troops  employed  in  Spain. 
The  mutual  enthusiasm  and  unlimited 
confidence  excited  in  the  officers  of  the 
army,  by  the  exploits  of  others  serving 
with  them,  ought,  however,  to  increase* 
instead  of  lessening  the  jealousy  with 
which  we  oueht  to  guard  against  the  in* 
corporation  of  foreign  troops  with  our  own. 
This  was  not  a  military  question,  nor  one 
in  which  we  were  to  appeal  to  the  senti- 
menu  of  the  army,  it  was  a  constitutional 
question,  on  which  the  members  of  that 
House  were  to  decide,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  rights  and  civil  liberties  of  the  country. 
What  he  had  risen  for,  wu  to  direct  the 
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mtentioQ  of  the  House  to  a  cireunstamce 
which  had  not  been  noticed,  the  aifectatioa 
which  so  geoeraJJy  and  ridiculously  pre- 
Tailed  of  imiUting  the  dr£s8  of  foreign  sol- 
diers. AU  charaokri&tics  of  English  re- 
giments, especially  in  the  cavalry,  were 
completely  obliterated.  From  the  koowA 
predilection  for  this  dress  ia  a  certain  qoar- 
ler,  our  troops  vrere  so  Germanised  or 
Frenchified  in  their  appearance,  (hat  the 
most  serious  consequences  were  to  be  ap- 
prehended. In  more  than  one  iostance, 
this  mischievous  apish  imitation  had 
proved  fatal.  In  fact,  English  soldiers 
had  fallen,  and  English  officers  had  been 
taken  prisoners  in  consequence  of  mistak- 
ing a  corps  of  French  troops  for  our  own, 
and  in  the  retreat  from  Salamanca,  one  of 
our  officers  was  near  beiog  killed  by  order 
of  a  brother  officer,  who  supposed  him  to 
l>e  French.  Notwithstanding  the  general 
sense  entertained  on  this  subject  by  the 
army,  either  remonstrances  had  not  reach- 
ed the  source  frornVbicb  the  remedy 
must  spring,  or  had  been  ineffectual ;  so 
far  had  taste  prevailed  over  judgment. 
Whatever  might  be  our  admiration  of  fo- 
rieign  troops  employed  with  onr  own, 
there  was  surely  no  need  to  confound  the 
two  services  together ;  each  might  retain 
a  distinct  uniform  and  independent  cha- 
racter of  its  own. '  He  could  not  abstain 
from  expressing  hit  concern  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  speech  of  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Canning),  who  after  the  strongest 
»nd  most  pointed  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  propriety  of  the  motion,  esspressed  in 
language  which  only  that  gentleman 
could  command,  had  declared  his  inlen- 
lion  of  voting  against  it*  This  conduct  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was,  however, 
nothing  new  :  he  had  beei^  a  good  deal  in 
the  habits  of  speaking  on  one  side  of  the 
question,  imd  giving  his  vote  on  the  other; 
nor  should  he,  after  that  night,  ever  think 
himself  entitled  to  calculate  upon  his  sup- 
port in  a  division  from  the  arguments  he 
might  ha?e  made  nte  of  in  the  course  of 
the  debate. 

The  original  motion  was  then  negatived 
without  a  division.  The  other  motions  of 
lord  Folkestone  were  then  agreed  to  as 
follows:  1.  "That  there  he  laid  before 
this  House,  a  Betucn  of  the  number  of  fo-> 
reign  officers  and  soldiers  serving  in  Bri- 
tish regiments,  distinguishing  the  officers 
from  the  soldiers,  and  specifying  the  regi« 
ments  in  which  they  are  serving,  2.  A 
Return  of  tbe  number  of  foreigners  having 
staff  appninun^oK^  iU  home,  speeifyin/g  the 
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nature  of  the  appointments, -and  the  dates 
thereof  3.  A  Return  of  the  number  of  offi- 
cers belonging  to  the  60th  regiment  of  fool 
having  staff  appointments  at  home,  specie 
fyiosT  the  nature  of  the  appointments  and 
the  nates  thereof." 
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Friday,  Dccemer,  1 1. 

STAMFoan  Elecxion— -Petition  or  Ma. 
Noel  and  others.]  A  Petition  of  Ge- 
rard Noel  Noel  esq.  William  John  Tataow 
of  the  borough  of  Stamford,  and  William 
Lowe  Peake,  of  the  said  borough*  butchn*, 
was  read;  setting  forth, 

*'  That,  at  the  last  election  for  the  said 
borough  held  on  the  6th,  7th,  8th,  and 
dtb  of  October  last,  the  petitioner  Gerard 
Noel  Noel,  together  with  lord  Henniker 
and  Evan  Foutkes,  attorney  at  Jaw,  were 
candidates,  and  the  petitioners  W.  J. 
Tatam,  and  W.  L.  Pealce,  had  a  right  to 
vote  at  such  election ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner  G.  N.  Noel  was  injured  in  his  said 
election,  and  the  other  petitioners  in  their 
right  of  votinf^  at  the  same,  by  .reason  that 
the  said  election  was  not  hfela  in  the  usual 
place  in  which,  from  time  whereof  the  me- 
mory of  man  is  not  lo  the  oontrary,  the 
election  of  burgesses  to  represent  the  said 
borough  in  parliament  have  accustomed 
to  be  held,  notwithstanding  the  place  used 
for  holding  the  election  was  objected  to 
by  the  petitioner  G.  N.  Noel,  and  by  rea- 
son that  the  person  who  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Belgrave,  the  ma^or  of  the 
said  borough,  anoreturniog  officer  at  the 
said  election,  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  Sd  da^s 
of  the  election,  to  be  his  assessor,  tus. 
James  Torkington  esq.  barrister  ai  law, 
and  which  assessor  or  assistant  was  conti- 
nued in  the  same  employment  by  Mr. 
Henry  Parker  West, the  succeeding  mayor 
of  the  said  borough,  and  returning  officer 
for  the  said  election,  on  the  iib  and  last 
dajr  of  the  said  election,  was  not  appoint- 
ed with  the  approbation  of  the  petitioner 
6.  N,  Noel,  and  did  manifestly  discover 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  aaidlord  Henni- 
ker and  Evan  Foulkes,  in  his  decisions  oo 
the  votes  taken ;  and  by  reason  that  James 
TomliosQU,  who  was  the  sworn  clerk  to 
take  the  poll  at  the  said  election,  did  no- 
toriously alter  one  of  the  rates  of  the  parish 
of  Saint  Mary,  in  the  said  borough,  after 
the  same  bad  been  signed  by  the  magis* 
trales,  thereby  to  impose  upon  the  return* 
in^  officer,  and  to  enable  one  Robert 
MiUer  to  vote,  and  thereby  to  promote  tiM 
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election  of  the  said  lord  Henntker  and 
£ran  Foulkes ;  and  that  tbe  nama  of  the 
right  bon»  lord  Brownlow,  the  lord  lieote- 
nant  of  lincoin,  and  a  peer  and  member 
of  the  Lords  House  of  parliament,  was 
made  use -of  to  infloence  the  votes  of  elec- 
tors at  this  election,  in  favour  of  the  said 
lord  Hendiker  and  Evan  Vbolkes;  and 
that  the  petitioners  W.  J.  Tatam  and  W. 
L.  Peake,  di((  severally  tender  their  votes 
at  the  said  election  for  the  said  6.  N. 
Noel,  (that  is  to  say),  both  of  them  on  the 
2d  day  of  the  said  poll,  and  were  unjustly 
hindered  from  polling,  and  refused  to  be 
received  on  the  poll,  by  the  said  J«  Bel- 
grave,  and  J.  Torktngton;  and  that  other 
legal  votes  tendered  for  the'  said  6.  N. 
Noel  were  rejected,  and  other  persona  not 
legally  entitled  to  vote,  were  admitted  to 
vote ;  and  that  sundry  voters  wer^  induced 
by  threats,  and  other  corropt  means,  to 
vote  against  the  petitioner  G.  N.  Noel, 
who  might  otherwise  have  been  at  the 
head  of  the  poll ;  and  praying  the  House 
to  take  the  premises  into  consideration/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on.  the  23d  of  February. 

BaisTOL  Elbction— Pbtition  op  Ma. 
Hunt  and  oxHias.]  A  Petition  of  Henry 
Hunt,  of  Rowfant  House,  in  the  county  of 
Sussex,  esq.,  William  Pimm,  of  Bristol, 
salesman,  Thomas  Pimm,  currier,  William 
Weetch,  clothier,  and  Thomas  Gammage, 
cabinet-maker,  was  read ;  setting  forth,   . 

'« That  the  petitioners  W.  Pimm,  T. 
Pimm,  W.  Weetch,  and  T.  Gammage, 
DOW  are,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  last  elec- 
tion were  electors  of  the  said  city»  and 
claim  to  have  a  right  to  vote,  and  did  vote 
at  the  said  election  |  and,  at  the  said  elec- 
tion, the  petitioner  H.  Hunt,  together  with 
Richard  HartDavis  esq.. Edward  Protheroe 
esq.  and  sir  Samuel  Bomilly  knight,  were 
candidates  to  represent  the  said  city  in  this 
oresent  parliament ;  and  that  the  said  B. 
H*  Davis  esq.  and  Edward  Protheroe  esq, 
bythemselv^,  their  agbnu,  friends,  mana- 

fers,  committees,  partisans,  and  others  on 
is  and  their  behalf,  previous  to  and  at  the 
aaid  election,  were  guilty  of  gross  and  no- 
torious bribery  and  corruption,  and,  at 
and  during  the  said  election,  and  previous 
thereto,  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  the  said 
£.  Protheroe,  by  tbemselVes,  their  agents, 
Ac.  did  corrupt  and  procure  divers  per- 
aons,  as  well  those  who  were  qualified  to 
▼ote,  as  ihose  wbo  claimed  or  pretended  to 
have  a  right  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  to 
give  their  v^ies  for  them  the  said  R.  H. 
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Davis  and  £.  Protheroe  esquires ;  and  did 
also,  by  gifts  and  rewards,  and  promises* 
^agreements,  and  securities  for  gifts  and 
rewards,  corrupt  and  procure  divers  other 
persons,  being  qualified  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  to  rerase  and  forbear,  to  give 
their  votes  at  the  same  for  the  petitioner 
the  said  H.  Hunt,  or  the  other  candidate, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes  enacted 
for  the  preyention  of  bribery  and  corrupt 
tion;    and  that  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and 
E.  Protheroe,  by  themselves,  their  agents, 
&c.  were  guilty  of  the  most  flagrant  and 
notorious  acts  of  intimidation,    thereby 
basely    ahd    unlawfully  procuring,   by 
threats,  divers  other  persons,  being  quali- 
fied to  vote  at  the  said  election,  through 
the  fear  of  being  persecuted,  ruined,  im- 
prisoned, and  otherwise  ill  used  and  pu- 
nished, to  forbear  to  give  their  votes  for 
tbe  petitioner  the  said  H.  Hunt,  or  the 
other  candidate  in  violation  of  the  righta 
of  the  electors,  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  freedom  of  election ;   and 
that  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  £•  Protheroe^ 
by  themselves,  their  agents,  &c.  after  the 
teste  of  the  writ  for  the  said  election,  ahd 
before  the  election  of  the  said  R.  H.  Davia 
and  E.  Protheroe,  did  give,  present,  and 
allow  to  divers  persons  who  had  votes,  or 
claimed  or  pretended  to  have  a  right  to 
vote  at  such  election,  money,  &c.  in  order 
to  their  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  E.  Pro* 
theroe  being  elected,  and  to  procure  them 
to  be  returned  for  the  said  city  in  violatioa 
of  ^he  standing  order  and  regulations  of 
the  House,  and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  realm  enacted  for  the  pre- 
venting charge  and.ezpence  in  the  elec* 
tion  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament; 
and  that  a  large  body  of  military,  consist- 
ing of  tbe  Middlesex  militia,  were  quar- 
tered within  two  miles  of  the  said  city» 
many  of  whom  were  actually  stationed 
withm  the  walls  of  the.  said  city  during 
the  whole  of  the  said  election;  and  thatv 
col.  Gore,  commandant  of  the  Bristol  vo- 
lunteers, gave  orders  the  4lay  before  tha 
election  commenced,  to  have  two  pieces 
of  brass  ordnance  six  pounders  removed 
from  the  Grove,  where  they  had  been  kept 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  had  them  placed 
upon  the  Exchange,  where  they  remained 
during  the  whole  of  the  said  election,  to 
the  terror  of  the  electors  and  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  regardless  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  contnry 
to  the  sutote  of  the  Htb  of  Geo.  2,  c.  SO, 
in  that  case  made  and  provided ;  and  that 
a  great  number  of  freemen  were  employ* 
(T) 
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ed  by  the  said  R.  H.  Dafit  and  E.  Pro- 
dieroe,  or  their  agents,  9lc,  9tc*  tindar  iba 
denomifiaiiofi  ofbludgeoDOieii  or  preiriid« 
ed  coo«tBbl<rs ;  and  that  tarmos  s«ms  of 
money  were  paid  by  the  said  R.  H.  Da? is 
and  £.  Protheroe,  or  by  tbe  agents,  com* 
mitteeSf  friends,  managers,  or  others  on 
iheir  behalf,  to  iiffhence  sacb  of  tliem  as 
were  entiif ed  to  vote,  or  pretended  lo  have 
a  right  to  vote  at  the  said  election^  and  to 
induce  tfoem  to  %ire  their  votes  ibr  the  said 
R.  H.  Davis  and  £.  Protheroe  esquires; 
and  that  the  poll  was  closed  by  theshcrifis, 
the  returning  officers,  two  days  sooner  than 
by  law  directed,  notwithstanding  the  peti- 
tioner, the  said  H.  Hunt,  openly  protested 
against  it,  several  iVeeinen  at  thai  time 
baving  offered  to  poll  for  the  said  H. 
Hunt,  which  votes  were  refased  to  be 
taken  and  entered  on  the  poll,  and  not- 
withstanding the  sbevifis  were  pnblicly  in- 
formed  that  many  other  ▼otera  were  on  the 
roady  who  were  coming  With  tbe  intent  to 
poll  at  the  ssid  election ;  and  praying,  that 
the  House  will  take  the  premises  into  their 
ihost.  serious  consideration*  and  that  the 
election  and  return  of  the  said  R*  H.  Davis 
esq.  and  E.  Protheroe  esquire,  may  be  de- 
clared to  be  null  and  Toid." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  she  S5th  of  February. 

Malt-Dutt  Bill.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  secand  reading  of  Ibis 

Mr.  W.  Dundoi  roee  on  the  part  of  the 
maltsters  of  Scotland,  from  whom  he  had 
received  such  a  representation  as  arged 
him,  from  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  to  call 
Che  attention  of  the  Hoose  to  this  subject. 
It  appeared  to  him«  indeed,  that  if  the  li- 
mitation fixed  in  the  ineasare  before  the 
House  were  insisted  upon,  there  would  be 
BO  malting  in  Scotland,  and  of  coarse 
there  would  be  no  duty.  According  to 
the  act  of  last  year,  the  time  allowed  for 
steeping  barley  was  settled  at  #5  hours; 
but  this  being  found  quite  insufficient  for 
the  maltsters  of  Yorkshire  and-tbe  narthem 
eountiesj  this  Bill  was  introduced  tb  cor- 
rect that  mistake,  and  to  extend  the  time 
10  65  hours,  because  from  the  comparative 
ioferiority  of  the  barley  in  these  districts, 
such  extension  was  found  absolutely  ne* 
oessary.  Now  what  he  had  to  require  on 
the  part  of  his  countrymen  was,  thatas  they 
were  still  more  northerly,  and  their  barley 
still  inferior  from  the  inferiority  of  the 
soil,  a  still  farther  extension  might  be 
granted  to  them.     The  reason  aiaigoed 
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isr  this  limitation  of  the  time  in  steeping 
barley,  was  avowedly  to  prevent  inmds 
upon  the  refeaue ;  1ml  as  no  such  frauds 
could  be  charged  on  the  Scotch  maltsiera» 
by  whom  none  such  had  been  committed^ 
the  excise  of  last  year  having  been  an- 
usually  productive,  amoonling  indeed  to 
130,0001.  that  reason  could  not  be  pressed 
against  them.  For  'themt  therefore,  1m 
felt  himself  justified  in  argioe  a  claim  of 
extension  to  75  hoars,  wwok  extension 
they  deemed  indispeosibly  necessary  to 
carry  on  their  trade.  He  was  sorry  to 
find  that  this  appeal  and  that  of  his  friends 
in  Scotland,  to  his  friend  (Mr*  Wharton,) 
bad  been  found  totally  unavailing.  Yet 
when  the  Scotch  maltsters  laid  tteir  case 
before  the  commissioners  of  excise  in 
Scotland,  between  whom  and  them  there 
was,  as  in  such  relations  generally,  a  n«p 
tural  antipathy,  the  commissioners  were 
so  struck  by  the  grievance  to  which  the 
asaluters  were  subjected,  that  they  allowed 
an  extension  of  the  tiase  for  steeping  nnlty 
to  80  hours.  This  allowance  was  inMie  in 
October,  1812;  but  upon  reference  to. his 
hon.  friend,  the  boon  was  ordered  te  be 
revoked.  All  he  asked  then,  if  it  was  not 
wished  to  extinguish  the  Scotch  maltsters, 
and  so  to  injure  both  agricnltare  and  tbe 
revenue,  was,  that  the  venr  peculiar  cir« 
camstanoas  in  which  the  »Dotoh  mattMers 
were  placed  shoald  be  reconsidered  at 
all  events,  thai  provision  ahonld  be  made 
in  the  Bill,  investing  the  commissioners  of 
the  excise  in  Sootlandt  4^r  the  commia- 
sioners  ef  the  treasury  in  England,  with  a 
discretionary  power  lo  grant  the  extent 
sion  of  time  required  by  the  Scotdi 
maltsters  if  they  shoald  aucceed  ki  mslmg 
out  a  case  worthy  of  saoh  extensien. 

Mr.  iioscrflds,  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  mail- 
iters  of  Yerfashire,  protested  against  any 
disposition  te  coUMnil  fraud,  in  reqjviring 
the  extension  of  lime  proposed  to  be 
fpranted  i>y  this  Bill ;  these  maltsters  has** 
wg,  indeed,  themselves  suggested  a  pe* 
nalty  upon  fraudj  the  infliction  of  wkck 
most  nearly  produce  the  rain  eC  tbn 
guilty,  m  was  glad»  therafore,  thai  the 
application  of  his  constitaenu  had  bttn 
attended  to;  bat  if  theebfectof  that  ap* 
plication  ahonld  not,  upon  trials  befaaaJ 
folly  answered  by  the  provnions  of  Ihn 
BiU,  he  shoald,  seeing  a  claase  in  tbe  Bill« 
allowing  its  repeal  or  amendment  in  tbe 
coone  of  the  session,  feel  himself  cenipa* 
tent  to  apply  for  a  foUier  extension  of  iisan 
for  the  steeping  of  malt  in  Yorkshire. 

Mr.  Wktirtm  fok  aoofident,  that  Mie  ob» 


fTT]    ilforioA/or  radMj^f  ik  OoU  Cm  It^^         Di«.  11,  1812. 


[2T8 


pervations  tS  bit  Tight  hoa.  friend  weve 
totally  founded  in  mistake ;  and  if  he 
coald  shew  that  the  premiiea  were  inc<N^ 
rect,  the  Hoeae  woold  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate hii  conclneiona.  Hii  right  hon.  mend 
had  aMerted  the  inferiority  of  the  barley 
naed  by  maltMen  in  Scotland,  whereaij  in 
point  of  faot,  thai  barley  was  gjsnerally  of 
the  Tory  finest  qoality*  The  grain  al* 
Inded  to  by  hia  right  hon.  friend,  and  upon 
which  he  appears  to  hare  received  tone 
informalion*  wae  not  barley,  bnt  bis ;  and 
eiTtn  that  grain,  growing  upon  land  geno^ 
rally  let  at  firom  8  to  lOL  an  acre,  could 
not  be  set  down  as  so  inferior,  or  the 
growth  of  land  so  poor  in  quality^  as  bis 
right  hon.  friend  had  stated.  Bat  his 
right  hon«  friend  had  been  genwally  mis- 
informed  open  this  snl^ect,  althoagh  re- 
ferring to  his  nati?e  country.  There  was 
no  doabt,  a  ^at  deal  of  poor  land  in 
Seotland,  which,  of  coorse,  would  grow 
poor  grain.    Bnt  it  was  notorious,  that  the 

S eater  part  of  the  barley  used  by  the 
otch  maltstersi  was  of  the  very  best 
quality,  being  the  growth  of  Norfolk. 
This  Norfolk  barley  was,  in  feci,  bought 
cheaper  in  Edinburgh,  tlwRi  in  London ; 
and  if  then  the  proposition  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  or  rather  the  petition  of  the  Scotch 
ntinltsters,  which  applied  for  an  extension 
of  too  hours,  were  acceded,  the  conse- 
qaence  would  be,  that  such  barley  might 
bo^  steeped  twice  within  the  time  re- 
qnired.  Thus,  indeed,  the  revenue  might 
DO  completely  defrauded.  But,  according 
to  the  'asseruon  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  Scotch  maltsters  were  incapable  of 
fraod«— according  to  him,  truly,  Uiey 
never  had  any  such  disposition— there 
were  no  frauds  opon  the  revenue  in  Scot- 
Und,  whatever  might  occur  elsewhere. 
What,  however,  was  the  fict  ?  why,  that 
in  the  year  1809,  which  was  the  last  to 
which  he  had  referred,  the  convictions  for 
fraud  upon  the  excise  amounted  in  Eog« 
land  to  but  1S21,  whila  in  Scotland  they 
naceeded  4500  (a  general  laugh.)  Then 
ee  to  100  hoars,  applied  for  by  the  Scotdi 
petitioners,  he  unaertook  to  assert,  that 
no  barley  in  nature  could  require  such  a 
pteiod,  and  that  65  hours,  which  the  Bill 
proposed  to  grant,  were  amply  sufficient 
fur  every  purpose  of  saturation.  If,  how- 
ever, the  contrary  should  be  the  case^and 
n  fitfther  extension  of  time  should  be 
ffMsnd  necessary,  the  Bill  was  so  modelled 
m  to  leave  roqpi  for  speedy  amendmeilt, 
which  amendment  he  should  be  u  ready 
tb  snppert  ai  any  man;  being  at  all  times 


ready  rather  to  release  some  part  of  the 
system  necessary  to  check  frauds,  than 
to  wish  any  injury  or  undue  inconvenience 
to  the  fair  trade. 

Mr.  i}imdits  asked,  whether  the  convic- 
tions for  fratfd  upoo  the  excise  in  Scotland 
adverted  to  by  his  hon.  friend,  did  not 
relate  to  the  manufacture  of  whisky,  knd 
not  to  malting  } 

Mr.  Wkarum  answered  in  the  negative. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time.- 

Motion  poa  aiscmpiifc  Ma,  Van- 
sittaxt's  KxsoLUTioN  aESPxeTiiiG  Goto 
CoiN«3  ^^*  lAishipgton  appearing  at  the 
bar  to  present  a  Report, 

Mr.  WkUbinai  conceiving  the  Report 
about  to  be  presented  to  be  that  of  the 
Gold  Coin  Bill,  thought  proper,  before  it 
was  presented,  to  ^bmit  a  motion  to  the 
House.  Having  failed  to  make  thcright 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ashamed  of  the  third  Resolution  inserted 
on  the  Journals  in  May  last,  declaring 
«'  That  the  promissbry  notes  of  the  saiid 
company  have  hitherto  been,  and  are  at 
this  time,  held  in  public  estimation  to  be 
equivalent  to  the  legal  coin  of  the  realm, 
and  generally  accepted  as  such  in  all  pe- 
cuniarv  transactions  to  which  such  coin 
is  lawfully  applicable,''  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary, for  the  sake  of  truth  and  the  cha« 
racterofthe  House,  to  propose  that  the 
resolution  should  be  rescinded,  which  pro- 
position he  would  submit  without  any  de- 
bate. 

The  ChoMcdlor  qf  ihi  Exchefuer  said,  that 
as  the  hon.  member  expressed  his  inten- 
tion to  propose  the  rescinding  of  the  Reso- 
lution alluded  to,  without  any  debate, 
be  should,  without  any  debate,  support 
it.  But  at  the  same  time  he  was  ready, 
upon  any  day  that  might  be  appointed, 
to  enter  folly  into  any  discussion  upon 
this  Resolution,  and  to  justify  its  terms 
and  character. 

Mr.  Wkiibftad  declaring  his  desire  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  this 
motion. 

The  House  accordingly  divided :  For  the 
motion  86 :  Against  it  65 :  Majority  37» 

Xist  ^dU  Mmoriiy. 

Absrolu«|^3r,  Hon.  J.  Guraey,  Hudson 

Bankes,  H.  Grant,  J.  P. 

Beooet,  Boo.  H.  0.  Gordou,  R. 

Creevey,  T.  Hamilton,  Lord  A. 

Calfert,C.  Home,  W. 

Oanmog,  O.  Huskissoo,  W. 

Vitsrov,  Lord  J.  |iUbboek,  J. 

PemsTi  F.  Mildmay,  Sir  tf . 
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HartiD,  J. 
Montgomery,  &  H. 
Mioilooftld,  J. . 
North,  D. 
Protheroe,  £• 
PbiUif»,G.  . 


Robimon,  G.  A. 
Rancliffe,  Lord 
Smith,  R. 
Smyth,  J. 
Thornton,  H. 
WhitbrMd,  S. 


Gold  Coin  Bill.]    The  report  of  this 
Bill  being  brought  up, 

Mr.  Huikiuan  suted,  that  ei  his  opi- 
Dions  on  the  sabject  then  b^fore.the  House 
were  generally  known,  he  would  not  tire 
their  patience  by  going  at  great  length  into 
this  question,  in  reference  to  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  the  principles  of  justice.  He  was 
disposed  to  think,  that,  out  of  the  walls  of 
that  House,  notwithstanding  the  assertions 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  they  would  not  be  able  to  find 
anyone  person  who  would  agree  in  the  Re« 
'solution  which  they  had  just  affirmed,  any 
more  than  they  could,  in  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  life,  procure  a  guinea ;  all  that  de- 
scription of  coin  having  completely  disap- 
peared. If  any  person'could  doubt  that  there 
was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency, 
he  knew  no  better  mode  to  convince  him 
<  of  the  foct,  than  by  drawing  his  attention 
to  the  BiM  then  on  the  table.    Hia  right 
hon.  friend  had  argued,  that  the  paper 
could  not  be  depreciated,  if  three  condi- 
tions were  acceded  to :  first,  that  the  coin 
of  the  realm  should  pass  at  a  current  rate, 
to  be  fixed  by  the  sovereign  authority  of 
'the  state;    second,   that  the  paper  cur- 
rencpr  should  correifpond  with  the  deno- 
notmnation  of  the  coin.    These  two  prin- 
ciples were  acted  upon  in  all  states.    The 
first  constituted  the  essence  of  money ; 
the  second  was  its  representative.    But 
his  right  hon.  friend  found  a  third  condi- 
tion necessary  to  prevent  the  depreciation 
of  this  representative,  and  which    they 
were  then  labouring  to  effect  by  this  law. 
To  render  the  current  coin  and  Bank 
paper  equally  valuable,  a  penalty  must 
be  inflicted  on  those  who  disposed  of  the 
former  for  more  than  thepnce  attached 
to  it  by  the  sovereign  authority,  or  who 
disposed  of  the  latter  for  less  than  its  no- 
minal value;  and  then  they  came  to  this 
conclusion,  that  if  the  paper  money  was 
so  depreciated,  as  that  1,0001.  of  it  would 
not  purchase  a  quartern  loaf;  yet  if,  by  a 
penal  law,  its  denomination  was  secured, 
no  depreciation  whatever  could  be  allowed 
to  exist !   He  had,  however,  the  admission 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself,  that 
in  Ireland  the  paper  corrency  was  depre* 
ciatedf  becanie  tbt  guinew  in  thatconiitiry 


were  disposed  of  at  a  premium.  Kow» 
this  depreciation  took  place  in  the  in* 
terval  between  the  passing  of  this  act  in 
1811,  and  their  renewal  of  it  in  the  last 
session,  whien  it  was  first  extended  to  Ire- 
land. And  could  any  person  attempt  to 
maintain,  that  this  depreciation,  whick 
existed  before  the  law  was  made  applicm- 
ble  to  Ireland,  did  not  equally  exist  after* 
wards  ?  Certainly,  Hhe  act  could  not 
produce  such  an  efiect.  As  a  proof  that 
the  paper  currency  was  not  in  that  sonnd 
state  which  some  gentlemen  contended  for, 
he  instanced  the  circumstance  of  the  trea- 
sury having  last  year  sent  out  a  quantity 
of  Bank-notes  to  Canada,  to  pay  the  army 
and  establishments  in  that  country.  His 
right  hon.  friend,  he  supposed,  thought 
that  these  notes  would  be  held  in  equal 
estimation  with  the  public  in  Canada,  as 
his  Resolution  set  forth  they  possessed  in 
Great  Britain.  Whether  the  wrappers  in 
which  they  were  enveloped,  had  this  ce- 
lebrated Resolution  engraved  on  them,  he 
could  not  ascertain ;  but,  when  they  ar* 
rived  in  Canada,  what  was  their  fate? 
These  Canadians,  whose  loyalty  and  alle- 
giance had  been  so  deservedly  praised  by 
the  Prince  Regent,  in  his  Speech  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  not  being 
liable  to  any  pepalty  for  the  act,  at  once 
set  their  own  estimation  on  •  the  notes, 
and  disposed  of  them  at  a  discount  of 
about  30  percent.  Now,  he  would  ask, if 
the  notes  so  transmitted  then,  were  dis- 
posed of  at  a  discount,  could  they,  on 
being  returned  to  this  country,  by  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  then  before  them,  be 
immediately  restored  to  par?  He  sup- 
ported the  first  part  of  this  Bill,  but  ne 
never  was  an  advocate  for  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  founded.    Those  princi- 

{lies  had  been  carried  to  a  very  great 
ength,  by  many  individuals,  in  ooth 
Houses  of  Parliament,  who  seemed  to  think 
that  the  Bank  restriction  opened  a  new 
field  and  system  of  political  finance.  He 
could  not  view  it  in  this  lishu-his  reaMm 
for  entertaining  this  part  of  the  Bill  arose 
firom  a  very  diftrent  principle— 4t  arose 
firom  a  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
from  the  very  alarming  state  in  which  the 
currency  of  the  country  now  stood,  occa- 
sioned by  the  measure  of  the  Bank  restric- 
tion beine  so  long  continued.  The  part 
to  which  he  alluded  was  that,  which  to  all 
practical  purposes,  rendered  Bank-notes  a 
legal  tenaer ;  and  perhaps  it  would  have 
bMn  better,  if  a  direct  propoaMon  to  lo- 
galisa  such  tender  had  been  made.    To 
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the  second  difision  Of  the  BilU  which  went 
lo  preTeot  the  dbpoeal  of-the  corrent  coin 
of  the  realm  for  knore  then  its.  legal  deno* 
inination«  or  of  Bank-notes  for  less*  he  was 
decidedly  adferse.  The  Bill  was  origi- 
nally introdaccd  in  the  other  House  of 
parliament,  with  views  very  difiereht  from 
those  on  which  it  had  afterwarda  received 
the  support  of  his  Majesty's  ministers— 
which  were,  to  rescoe  the  mbtors  throogh- 
oat  the  conntry  from  an  nndoe  severHy. 
The  object  of  the  noble  earl  (Stanhope) 
who  proposed  it  was  to  introduce  book« 
entries,  which  should  at  once  supersede 
the  necessity  of  coin  or  of  Bank*notes; 
and  the  ministers  adopted  so  much  of  the 
Bill  as  would  protect  t^e  debtors,  pladed, 
as  they  were,  by  the  Bank  restriction,  in  a 
most  awkwarfl  situation.  They  inter* 
fered  to  the  extent  of  preventmg  any 
creditor  from  insisting  on  that  **  good  and 
legal  payment*'  of  his  debt  (that  wu  in 
corrent  coin)  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  debtor  to  make.  In  origi- 
nating this  demand,  the  noble  lord  (King) 
had  done  what  he  certainly  had  a  right  to 
do ;  but,  then,  the  matter  came  to  this,, 
that  what  he  reooired,  every  other  creditor 
in  the  country  had  an  equal  right  to  de- 
mand ;  and  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
Boble  lord  himself  for  saying,  tnat  this 
would  be  a  most  unjustifiable  proceeding. 
In  the  notice  to  his  tenants,  he  spoke  only 
of  leases  executed  before  the  passing  of 
the  Bank  Jtestriction  Act ;  and  therefore 
allowed  that  those  whose  rents  were  raised, 
in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of 
paper,  by  that  act,  and  who  were  paid 
through  that  depreciated  medium,  ought 
not  to  be  called  on  for  any  addition.  If 
the  system  had  been  pursued,  the  man 
who  liad  deposited  1,000f.  in  notes,  with 
bis  banker  in  the  morning,  might  be  called 
on  in  an  hoar  to  pay  in  cash ;  and,  by  this 
means  many  persons  would  be  placed 
mt  the  mercy  of  those  who  entertained 
malice  against  them.  This  was  a  state  ii^ 
which  the  conntry  could  not  be  left ;  and 
he  vras  surprise«l  that  gentlemen  should 
have  opposed  the  whole  Bill,  as  utterly 
nnnecessary.  On  that  ground  alone,  be- 
cause he  clearly  saw  the  necessity,  did  he 
approve  of  the  first  part  of  the  Bill.  But 
there  were  many  public  creditors  who  had 
Advanced  hundreos  of  millions  for  t)ie  ser- 
vice of  the  country,  and  wlio,since  the  Bank 
restriction,  were  placed  in  the  same  situa- 
tion with  every  individual  in  the  kingdom, 
receiving  thetr  dividends  in  Bank-notes; 
and  he  would  uk,  was  it  possible  that  those 
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who  bad  trusted  to  the  honour  and  faith 
of  the  public,  should  be  left  in  so  disad* 
vantageous  a  situation  ?  Parliament,  it  was 
true,  might  not  have  interfered,  but  it 
would  have  been  most  unjustifiable,  and 
would  have  phced  the  country  in  a  state 
of  danger.  If  they  had  not  passed  the 
first  part'of  this  Bill,  which  protected  the 
debtor,  they  must  have  repealed  the  Iaw» 
which  prevented  the  public  creditor  from 
receiving  his  dividend  in  Bank-notes,  and 
Bank-notes  only,  or,  in  other  words^  they 
must  have  opened  the  Bank :  it  was  a 
matter  of  option,  and  he  supported  thai 
course  which  seemed  least  likely  to  create 
mischief-^but  in  giving  that  support,  he 
was  not  influenced  by  any  approbistion  of 
the  principles'  on  which  the  Bill  was 
foumfed;  they  were  contrary  to  the  law 
of  the  country,  and  could  only  be  justified 
by  necessity.  The  second  part  of  the 
Bill  was  no  less  a  violation  of  the  prin* 
ciples  of  law  and  justice,  without 
being  founded  on  any  necessity  whatever. 
It  bad  an  effect  the  very  reverse  of  what 
was  intended  by  those  who  supported  it. 
Let  the  House  look  to  the  experience  of 
the  last  eighteen  months.  Did  this  part 
of  the  Bill  efiect  that  which  was  contem- 
plated? Did  it  occasion  guineas  to  pasa 
current  at  their  current  rate  ?  Could  any 
gentleman  state  an  instance  of  one  being 
passed  at  the  rate  established  by  the 
king's  proclamation  ?  On  the  contrary,  it 
had  driven  all  the  guineas,- crowns,  half- 
crowns,  and  even  shilling  (except  those 
which  were  very  much  debased)  out  of 
circulation.  It  was  clear  that  it  did  not 
preclude  individuals  from  disposing  of 
their  guineas  at  the  highest  price  they 
could  procure.  The  law  was  evaded  every 
day ;  and  the  only  case  in  which  it  could 
succeed,  w^,  where  persons  were  seduced 
by  those  who  were  particularly  employed 
for  the  purpose,  and  then  prosecuted,  and 
involved  in  the  penaltiea  of  the  act, 
through  the  cunnmg  6f  others.  Some 
convictions  of  that  kind,  he  believed,  had 
taken  place.  It  was  therefore  most  evi- 
dent, that  any  man,  in  spite  of  this  law, 
might  sell  his  goineasi  or  crown*  pieces, 
for  what  he  supposed  they  were  worth, 
without  any  fear  of*  detection.  Soma 
millions  of  guineas  had  been  exported  to 
France  and  other  countries,  since  the  first 
introduction  of  the  Bill— not  for  want  of 
exertions  to  prevent  such  exportation,  but 
because  it  was  as  impossible  to  execute, 
this  law,  as  that  against  melting  down  the 
coin  of  the  reabn.    The  ancient  law  of 
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Ibe  coootry  pn>lin>ited  moil  ineffdiciWdy, 
iIk  meUiDg  doitn  or  exporting  the  current 
com-*4iid  now  tfiey  sapefadded  to  these* 
a  Uw«  the  direct  operation  of  which  was, 
to  give  a  premiom  of  25  per  cent,  lo  every 
man  disposed  to  export  or  melt  down  the 
metallic  corrency.  For,  if  guineas  dis- 
posed of  in  France  procuifed  a  return  otv 
England  of  25  per  cent,  more  than  they 
vroold  produce  here,  it  uoat  act  as  « temp* 
tation  to  those  possessing  that  species  of 
coin,  to  send  tfaera  abroad ;  and*  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  guineas  were  melted 
down,  the  owner  would  realise  an  equal 
profit  for  his  bar  of  gold.  If  this  law  did 
not  oanse  exportation^  there  was  but  one 
ofeh^r  efi^t  that  could  be  produced  by  it 
««4faat  of  inducing  people  to  hoard  their 
fold.  This  certainly  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  an  advantage;  it  was,  on  the 
contrary,^  m  very  great  ^vil,  and  was  so 
denottitoted  by  every  writer  on  political 
economy.  At  the  present  moment,  it 
was  an  evil  of  more  tnan  ordiitery  magni* 
inde,  when  the  government  were  endea- 
voaring  to  procure  those  supplies  of  bullion 
which  were  necessary  for  the  army  in  tho 
peninsula,  and  the  want  of  which  had 
operated  not  only  to  the  general  disad* 
vantage  of  our  forces  there^  but  had  oc- 
casioned great  diffieoHies  to  many  of  the 
oflBcers  employed  on  that  service.  Yet» 
at  suck  a  moment,  they  were  enacting  a 
law,  which  must  induce  men  .either  to 
board  their  sold  or  to  send  it  out  of  the 
country.  He  never  heard  any  ground  of 
necessity  alleged  for  this  part  of  the  Bill. 
Perhaps  it  was  intended  to  support  his 
right  hon.  friend's  third  Bes<dotion ;  or  to 

Rrevent  two  prices  in  the  sale  of  articles, 
ow,  wonld  there  be  any  great  evil,  if 
there  were  two  prices  ?  For  his  own  part^ 
lie  knew  of  none.  Two  prices  existed  in 
%his  country  in  former  times:  for  instance^ 
in  the  reign  of  king  William»  when,  in 
censeqoence  of  the  debasement  of  the 
silver  currency  (the  measure,  at  that  pe- 
riod, of  all  the  commodities  of  Itfo)  the 
gold  currency  was  raised  to  a  greater 
^lie»  in  reforenee  to  that  debasement. 
Chiineas  were  net  then  tied  down  to  one 
prioe^  but  rose  with  the  depreciation  of 
fther ;  and  two  prices  (not  in  the  com* 
men  aooeptation  or  the  wmd)  took  plaooii^ 
that  waa»  the  silver  coin  having  been  de« 
based^  a  guinea  would  prtocnre  a  graator 
yamity  of  goeda  than  99  of  those  In- 
rerior  aniUings*  In  the  aame  wav,  before 
the  pasting  of  diis  Bill,  every  thing  vres 
measured  ha  Ireland  by  the  staadMlof 
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guineas,  ifrhich  wei^  at  a  |Hfemitom,  while 
notes  were  at  a  discount:  of  course,  a 
purchs^^er,  with  gold,  procured  more 
goods  than  he  who  tendered  a  noraind 
sum  in  paper.  And  it  could  not  be  do* 
nied,  that  the  moment  the  legislature 
made  Baift-notes,  as  they  ha4  virtually 
done,  a  legal  tender,  the  gold  and  good  stiver 
disappeared ;  and  guineas  were  now»  like 
foreigitcotos,  measured  by  their  intrinsic^ 
not  tjieir  stipulated  value.  The  hon*  gen* 
tleman  then  adverted  to  the  Portuguese  pa- 
per, which  he  admitted  was  at  a  discount; 
but,  as  no  legislative  protection  was  a^ 
forded  to  it,  as  was  the  case  here,  the  me- 
tallic currency  of  that  country  had  not 
vanished  like  ours.  And  this  enabled  us 
to  provide,  though  inadequately,  for  the 
wants  of  our  army  in  the  peniniula.  For 
all  the  reasons  he  had  stated*  and  because 
it  appeared  to  him  tlMt  the  second  part  of 
the  Bill  was  not  founded  on  any  necemity, 
wAd  only  encouraged  the  exportation  of 
our  coik),  he  thought  the  House  sbodd 
confine  themselves  to  the  provitioni  of  it, 
by  which  the  public  creditor,  who  wss 
compelled  to  toke  Bank-notes,  tree  pro- 
tected, and  by  which  relief  was  elso  a^ 
forded  to  thie  great  body  of  debtors 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Ro$e,  diflfering  Irom  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  his  view  of  the  second  part  of 
the  Bill,  took  that  opportunity  of  autiog 
his  opinions*  He  did  not  mean  to  deny 
the  fact  of  Bank-notes  having  been  trana* 
mitted  to  Canada,  but  he  certainly  had  no 
previous  knowledge  of  it :  he  had  never 
before  heard  of  such  a  transaction.  If, 
however,  the  notes  had  been  sent  there, 
he  could-  not  conceive  how  a  depreciation 
of  SO  per  cent,  could  have  taken  place, 
for,  undoubtedly,  as  they  were  payable  at 
sight,  they  must  be  considered  at  least  as 
good  as  bills  of  exchange.  The  hon.  geik 
tleman  did  not  express  a  wish  that  the  Bank 
restriction  should  be  taken  off  imme* 
diately.  Now*  ill  this  point»  he  diftred 
from  several  members  of  the  Bullion  Osm* 
mittee.  It  was  proposed  thai  the  ro- 
striction  should  cease  at  the  end  of  two 
years*  One  hen.  aaember  of  that  cooi- 
mittoe,  however,  was  desirous  thai  the 
period  sbonM  be  extonded,  from  time  to 
time*  as  circumstances  warranted ;  while* 
another  wished  that  it  should  peremptorily 
cease  and  determine,  at  the  expirelioii  of 
the  first^m^ntioned  period*  So  that  it 
was  apparent,  from  this  difierance  of  opt* 
nien»  chat  If  the  legislature  had  enactad 
ihat  the  restriction  should  terminate  in 
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tvro  yean*  ilwooUl  bmwe  created  a  degree 
of  confosioD  in  the  coantry,  from  wmeh 
netbifig  coekl  have  extricated  iu     For 
what  use  would  it  be  to  compel  the  Bank 
to  open,  without  the  means  of  paying  in 
cash  were^giren  to  the  Company?   And 
wh^re  were  they  to  procure  the  preciaue 
metati  for  that  purpose  ?  Some  gentlemen 
had  taidi  that  gold  could  be  imported  from 
Africa,  and  mm  the  Aenerican  market. 
But  this  could  not  be  done,  unless  there 
Was  a  surplus  balance  of  trade  in  our  fa* 
Tour,  and  as  often  as  gold  was  higher 
than  the  Mint  price,  it  was  impossible  to 
coin  that  metal ;   it  .uras,  in  met,  totally 
impracticable.     The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  on  this  head,  quoted  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Harris,  who  had  a  situation  in  the 
Mint,  and  who  was,  of  course,  interested 
in   the  increase   of  drinage.     He  had 
stated,  many  years  ago, "  That  when  bul- 
lion was  abof  e  the  Mint  price,  there  were 
but  two  ways  of  itfibrding  a  coinage  to  the 
public;  the  one  by  debasing  the  standard; 
and  the  other,  by  purchasing  bullion  at 
the  advanced  price  of  the  market,  and 
conrerting  it  into  coin  with  loss.     But 
this  would  not  answer  the  desired  pur^ 
pose ;  for  that  coin  being  below  the  mar* 
kct  value  of  bullion,  would  be  melted  as 
aoon   u  issued,    sold  again   as  bullion 
at  an  advanced  price,  and  so  on  in  an 
endlem  rotation,  until  the  bullion  market 
found  its  level  again.''    The  ri^t  hon. 
gentleman  argued,  that  snch  being  the 
ease  at  present,  it  must  strike  every  one 
that  It  was  impossible  for  government  to 
coin ;   and  if  no  coin  was  issued^  how 
caold  the  Bank  resume  its  payments  in 
gpecie }   He  was  as  ready  as  any  man  to 
ascribe  lord  King's  conduct,  which  had 
rendered  the  present  measure  necessary, 
so  the  purest  motives ;  but  it  was  not  lem 
mischievous  on  that  account.    It  had  t)een 
she  beast  of  gentlemen  on  the  otiher  side, 
Ihet  no  hndkifds  had  followed  the  noMe 
lerd'a  example;  but  he  felt  conftdent  that 
many  would  have  dene  it,  had  not  a  check 
been  seasonably  pot  to  the  practice.    The 
right  hen.  gentleman  then  adrertedto  the 
situalion  in  which,  but  for  a  BiH  of^bis 
nature,  the  public  creditor  would  be  re- 
duced. •  He  would  receive  his  dividend 
in  Bank-notes,  at  the  rate  of  80  shillings, 
but  when  he  should  go  to  marlcet  with 
these  notes,  he  would  soon  find  thai  Chey 
werecnrrent  only  for  15  shillings,  or  per- 
haps lew,  fer  the  value  of  Bank-notes 
vrould  he  of  edurse  regulated  by  the  Que- 
inali^g  price  of  gold.     Tbe  fight  hen. 


gentleman  could  not  pomibly  eonoeive 
that  any  system  could  be  devised  more 
pregnant  with  injustice  to  the  public  ere* 
ditor,  and  withmore  confusion  to  the  state. 
If  on  the  one  hand  it  was  argued,  that 
the  public  creditor  had  a  right  to  ask  |^it 
dividend  in  coin,  why,  by  the  very  same 
reason,  and  in  consequence  of  it,  the  col« 
lectors  of  taxes  had  a  rij^t  to  insist  on 
being  paid  in  guineas ;  and  who  could 
fi^tel  the  end  of  that  double  price  in  tbe 
tnnsactions  to  lifo,  which  was  at  all  tinm 
so  much  deprecated,  that  under  king 
William  no  less  than  two  Bills  mere  passed 
to  asoertun  the    precise  value   of  the 

f guinea  ?  The  present  high  price  of  bul- 
lon,  which  had  created  so  much  discus- 
sion, could  not,  in  hia  opinion,  be  attri- 
buted to  any  other  csnse  whatever,  but 
to  the  balance  of  trade  being  against  us 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world;  for  it 
was  evident,  that  when  a  country  imported 
more  goods  than  it  iras  allowed  te  export, 
the  balance  must  be  paid  in  bullion.  But 
instead  of  reverting  to  that  plain  and  ob* 
vious  cause,  this  temporary  evil  had  been 
attributed  by  some  to  the  eoccessive  issue 
of  Baidt-notes,  and  that  idea  had  been 
productive  of  the  most  saischievoos  con- 
sequences. The  right  hon.  gentiemaa 
then  .adverted  to  the  statements  contained 
in  the  Appendix  So  the  Bepeitef  the  Bnl* 
lion  Committte.-  By  the  tables  contained 
in  that  Appendix  of  the  Price  of  Gold* 
compared  with  the  issue  of  Bank-notes, 
and  with  the  price  of  coin,  it  was  evident 
that  the  amount  of  the  paper  circnlatioo 
bad  no  efihct  wtmttver  on  the  price  of 
either  of  these  cemmodities*  The  right 
hen.  gentleman  did  smt  escpeoti  indeed, 
that  the  Bill  before  tibe  Home  cesdd  have 
the  ofiset  «f  preeeoisng  the  expormtion 
of  eoin,  as  iesig  as  huHien  should  ceotiaie 
at  tl^  present  yrice,  hist  the  Bill  would 
peevent  ike  cosmsiesi  necessawly  arising 
Irom  double  prices  in  all  the  tvansaotions 
nf  life,  and  ra  tbispeintef  view,  it  was 
hb  mast  anxious  wish  that  steheeM  pass 
into  law. 

Mr.  I¥sslsis  mamteined,  that  Bsnk- 
noles  were  not  depreciated,  but  that  Che 
price  of  gold  had  risen,  which  had  given 
the  sdea  ef  the  supposed  depreciation. 
But  if  Bsnk-noles  haul  really  decremed 
in  value,  goods,  which  were  purchased 
with  them, 'and  especially  landed  pn>i> 
perty,  had  risen  te  a  propoitionaie  no- 
mhml  incveese  of  price.  The  contrary, 
however  was  the  fact;  and  ihefoir  con- 
sequence  te  bu  dedntid  4boa  4t  waS|  that 
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Bank-notes  had  not  depreciated,  however 
the  price  of  bullion  might  have  risen. 
The  Bill  before  the  House  went  to  proTent 
the  traffic  in  guineas^  to  which  this  rise  in 
the  price  of  the  precioos  metals,  and  the 
rapacity  of  indi? iduals*  had  given  birth ; 
and  no  measure  could  be  more  proper ;  for 
sorely  a  man  who  fairly  received  a 
l^uinea  at  its  stated  price  in  the  usual  deal- 
ings of  society,  could  not  be  allowed  to 
make  an  unfiar  profit  by  it.    The  hop. 

Smtleman  thought  that  almost  at  any  rate 
e  legislature  should  prevent  that  fluc- 
tuating and  double  price  in  all  transac- 
tionSf  which  would  soon  put  an  end  to  all 
commerce,  and  leave  nothing  but  jobbing 
in  its  stead.  A  fixed  standard  was  abso- 
lutely necessary;  and  he  .saw  no  impro- 
priety in  taking  the  Bank-notes  as  such, 
as  no  depreciation  in  their  value  had  been 
found  in  contracts,  nor  in  any  of  the  pur- 
poses of  our  inland  trade. 

Mr.  Protheroe  began  by   stating   his 
approbation  of  that  part  of  the  Bill  which 
protected  the  tenant  as  of  eminent  advan- 
tage, when  the  political  theory  of  a  noble 
lord  (King)  had  led  to  a  harsh  experi- 
ment, which  had  been  applauded  by  party 
spirits    In  his  opinion  the  tenantry  of  the 
country  deserved  to  have  their  interesu 
protected  with  as  much  legislative  care  as 
any  class  or  description  of  men  whatever ; 
they  ought  to  be  enabled  to  confide  in  the 
wisdom  and  benevolence  of  the  law;  and 
not  to  be  left  under  the  precarious  security 
of  a  landlord's  indulgence   or   caprice. 
He  had  listened  attenUvely  tothe^speecha 
of  ^reat  authorities,  undoubtedly,  on  all 
sobjecUof  political  «conomy,and  aJthough 
he  rose  witn  diffidence  after  die  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  might  be  considered  the 
Nestor,  of  the  House,  yet  when  he  heard 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stale, 
that  unless  tlie  present  financial  system 
were  maintaiqed,  the  war  in  the  penin- 
sula must  be  relinquished,  he  could  have 
no.scmple  to  vote  m  support  of  a  question 
on  which  our  national  honour  and  pros- 
perity so  materially  depended. 

the  Gkamceilor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
correct  a  misapprehension  of  the  last 
speaker.  He  had  not  asserted  thai  had 
tne  report  of  the  Bullion  Committee  been 
acted  on,  the  war  in  the  peninsula  conld 
not  have  been  maintained,  but  that  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  carry  on 
exertions  to  the  same  extent. 

Sir  Egffnm,tirydga$  in  a  maiden  speech, 
said,  that  notwithstanding  the  length  to 
which  the  debate  b«d  been  carried,  yet 
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firom  the  great  diflerenceW  opinion  which 
had  been  so  strenupuslv  urged,  he  oould 
not  justify  to  himself  the  vote  which  he 
had  already  given,  and  should  give  on 
that  subject,  without  expressing,  however 
shortly  and  imperfectly,  the  reasons  which 
operated  on  him.    The  questioa  seemed 
to  him  to  be  shortly  this ;   whether  the 
system  of  paper  currency  adopted  of  late 
years  by  this  country  was  bad ;  uid,even 
if  bad,   whether   it  could  be  suddenly 
changed  ?  If  it  couM  not   be   suddenly 
changed  (and  that  it  could  noC  he  coo* 
ceived,  all  would  admit),  then  he  aaaerted 
that  this  Bill,  to  remedy  or  palliate  an  evil 
growing  out  of  i|,  was  absolutely  necessary 
as  a  temporary  measure.  The  evil  and  con- 
fusion Of  two  prices  was  incalculable,  and 
indeed  impracticable  by  any  fixed  stan- 
dard. But  for  bis  part,  he  most  strenuously 
denied  that  the  system  of  a  pap^r  cur- 
rency, such  as  ours,  was  bad.     It  had 
been  characterised  on  the  other  side  as 
delusive,  dangerous,  and  hollow ;  not  as 
wealth,  but  as  the  fallacious  appearance  of 
wealth.    He  would  assert,  that  if  it  was 
not  wealth,  it  was  at  least  the  mother  of 
wealth.    To  what  other  source  could  be 
attributed  the  vast  and  unexampled  start 
which  had  been  made  by  our  population, 
our   commerce,   our  manufactures,   our 
shipping,  our  canals,  and  our    buildings 
since  the  year  ]786  ?  These,  at  least,  were 
solid  wealth :  and  from  what  other  than 
this   calumniated,  *  but    creative   source, 
could  they  spring  ?  It  wasi  urged  over  and 
over  again,  that  the  issue  of  paper  money 
had  b^en  excessive;  but  it  was  clear  that 
there  could  be  no  excess,  if  the  augmenta- 
tion did  not  exceed  the  augmented  riches 
which  it  represented.     He  would  boldly, 
without  fear  of  bein^  confuted,  maintain 
that   it  had  kept  within  those    bounds. 
The  system,  therefore,  could  not  be  guilty 
of  the  charge  of  increased  prices  which 
had  been  so  violently  objected  against  it. 
But  if  there  were  some  evils  incident  to 
the  system  (and  he  denied  that  they  oould 
be  important  enooch  to  alter  iu  character 
of  paramount  good,)  what  could  now  be 
done  ?f— Could  a  substitute  be  found  for 
this  currency  ?  The  mines  of  South  Ame- 
rica had  failed  of  adequate  supplies  for  a 
metallic    currency.    Was  the  increased 
wealth  and  commerce  of  the  world  to  be 
stagnant  ?  Were  all  the  evils  of  an  impeded 
and  inadequate  circulation  to  lower  pricei^ 
and  dry  up  all  the  sources  of  reproduc- 
tion? And  why?    because  gentlemen  in 
their  theories  .chose  to  attribute  to   the 
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p%f9t  cyitan  '«vil$  and  ooosaqiienoet 
vbicbdi4naibeioiiglok..  Hat  tbe  price 
Qf  gold  greatf y  incraued  within  tii»  latl 
eighteen  9ioiMli»P  All  «dfnit  it.  I«  ik 
fr<iiii  ibe  AAcreeM  of  paper  eurrepcy?  Nos 
for  tfa^  pepev  corroDoy  hai  io  tbat  period 
beeo  dimiwbed  iwo  willione  and  an  half ! 
Thaty  tbefe(ore»  cannot  be.  the  canae: 
while  an  obvious  cauie  for  the  increaeed 
falve  of  bollioo*  the  balance  of  trade 
against  ni«  and  tbe  demand  of  onr  con* 
tineaial  warfare,  doee  exist  I  The  aeeming 
OiMHradiciion.  between  the  necessity,  m 
ibis  measora  of  ibe. Gold  Coin  Qill«  and 
the  tralh  of  the  position  aiandiog  on  the 
Joamals  of  the  Ho«se«  that  a  guinea  in 
specie,  and  a  paper  gninea«  are  equal  for 
all  domestic  and  legal  purposes,  did  not 
flirike  bini  at  at  all  irreconcilable.  He 
thought  tbe  position  true,  in  the  eense  in 
whi^  it  waa  intended  and  ought  to  be  un* 
derstood.  In  troth,  a  guinea  in  specie 
bad  two  cbaractera  of  Taloe :  one  deriTod 
lirom  tbe  intrinsic  italue  of  tbe  materials  of 
which  it  was  composed  ;  the  other  from 
its  representative  capacity.  It  was  of 
this  latter  cbaraeter  that  thn  position  was 
laiddowa:  and  in  this  lelier  character  he 
contended  that  it  was  correct  But  it  was 
to  obatmct  the  illegal  oae  of  it  in  its  former 
character  tbat  the  Bill  was  framedl  Hav« 
ing  explained  himself  thus  briefly,  on  a 
8ol|eot  which  was  capable  of  tbe  most  ex* 
tended  and  ample  discussion,  but  on 
wbioh  the  petience  of  the  House  bad  been 
alrnady  exhausted,  be  should  not  presume 
on  this  first  oceasion,  which  he  embraced 
with  great  diffidence  and  homility«  to  oh- 
irnde  on  its  indulgence  any  farther. 

Mr.  Wkiibrmd  said,  tbat  among  tbe  vir- 
tnes  of  tbe  right  hen.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  candour  was  a  prominent 
one»  and  had  never  been  more  conspicuous 
than  in  the  instance  which  had  just  occur- 
red. The  vote  of  an  bon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Rrotberoe)  was  tendersd.onder  a  misappre- 
hension,  which  tbe  right  ban.  gentleman 
had  corrected,  ahbongh  by  bis  correotion 
he  of  course  lost  a  vote,  and  the  minority 
woold  have  the  advantage  of  an  unex- 
pected convert.  A  right  hen.  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Rose,)  who  had  been  called 
tbeNastor  of  the  House,  had  dilated  much 
no  tbe  peroicioos  consequences  of  the 
existence  of  two  prices.  He  could  assure 
the  right  hen.  gentleman  tbat  two  prices 
^feady  existed,  and  that  in  the  city  of 
Batbf  at  this  moment,  as  he  was  informed 
by  a  letter  be  bad  received  that  day,  this 
dtitinction  openly  pre? ailed,  and  that  in 
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the  avtida  of  potatoes  a  qoantil^  might 
be  porcbaied  Cor  three  guineas  in  gold^ 
that  could  iiot  be  bad  for  less  than  42.  7^ 
\xk  piipert  Tbe  right  bon.  gentleman  bad 
talked,  too,  of  the  miichief  arising  from 
ibe  fluctuation  of  prices;  hut  were  no^ 
prices  necessarily  subject  to  fluctuation 
under  all  circumstances?  An  boa.  and 
leaitied  gentleman  (Mr.  Preston)  had  re« 
ferred  to  the  rise  of  tbe  value  of  land,  ^ 
an  example  of  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  country.  But  was  it  not  obvioua 
that  a  great  part  of  this  rise  was  purely 
nominal,  and  proceeded  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  circulating  medium,  and  that 
it  was  also  to  be  attributed  in  a  great  mea« 
sure  to  the  demand  for  land,  a  more  de- 
sirable  property  than  the  securities  of  go- 
vernment? He  was  strongly  inclined  to 
belief  e,  that  that  hen*  and  learned  gen* 
ttaman  did  not,  a«  lawyers  were  pnco 
wont  to  do,  often  bear  the  chink  of  guineas 
in  bis  outer  chambers.  He  much  doubted* 
indeed,  whether  in  tbat  assembly,  many 
guineas  were  to  be  found  in  tbe  p'^ocliots 
^t  its  members.  Where,  then,  were  tbe 
guineas  to  be  found  ?  did  they  all  go  to  the 
bakera  and  brewers  ?  Aa  to  tbe  latter,  be 
could  himself  give  testimony,  that  one  indi* 
vidjial  had  not  received  one  single  guinea 
for. several  years.  With  reapect  to  the 
continued  abuse  of  lord  King,  and  tbe  cam* 
pasaion  so  pathetically  felt  and  described 
lor  the  yeomanry  of  tbe  county,  it  should 
be  reoollected,  that  the  yeomanry,  instead 
of  suSering,  gained  by  the  change  of  the 
value  of  money,  and  at  the  expence  of  the 
landlord*  In  tbe  caie,  too,  of  lord  King, 
it  happened,  that  the  person  against  whom 
he  proceeded,  wai  not  a  simple  farmer, 
but  a  Bank  Director.  He  bad  no  doubt» 
that  many  would  have  followed  lord  King's 
example,  had  it  succeeded^  who  have 
aiilce  clamorously  jmned  in  the  outcry 
raised  so  nqjustly  and  absurdly  against 
that  distinguished  person.  As  to  the 
practice  ctf  selling  guineas,  it  notoriously 
prevailed  every  where,  and  tbe  apprehen- 
aion,  therefore,  of  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side,  was  wholly  none* 
cessary.  Thus,  then,  tbe  guineu  did  not 
reach  tbe  destination  projected  for  them 
by  tbe  author  of  this  Bill.  Sid  they  go 
to  tbe  army  abroad  ?— far  from  it,  for  that 
army  was  experiencing  every  kind  of  in- 
convenience for  tbe  want  of  them.  The 
riglit  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  his  opinion,  had  had  the  guineas 
nfiered  to  htm  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 
Were  be  a  young  member^  or  noaccua* 
(U) 
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tomed  (othe  ordinary  coaree  of  rotes  in 
that  House,  he  should  be  astonished  at 
the  proceeding*  which  he  had  no  doabt, 
would  that  nighty  be  adopted.  But  not> 
withstanding  all  they  might  vote^  or  all 
they  might  resolve,  guineas  would  be^ 
clandestinely  bought  and  sold,  gold 
would  find  its  level,  and  property  its  just 
estimation. 

Mr.  H^sr^,  of  Kerry,  declared  he  knew 
of  no  difference  between  the  value  of  gold 
or  Bank  notes,  and  was  always  content  to 
receive  his  rents  in  the  latter. 

Sir  Edward  May  was  of  opinion  that 
guineas  were  a  very  inadequate  test  of  the 
wealth  of  a  country,  and  that  the  present 
Bill  ought  to  be  supported. 

Mr.  W.  SrnUh  reprobated  the  principle 
tpon  which  the  Bill  was  originally  intro- 
duced: he  said  it  was  not  alone  incon- 
sistent with  that  species  of  policy  which 
the  most  celebrated  writers  had  advanced 
as  best  calculated  to  uphold  the  interests 
of  a  state,  but  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country.  As 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  Bill,  he  considered 
it  a  perfect  fallacy ;  for,  to  his  own  cer- 
tain knowledge,  guineas  were  in  the  month 
of  October  last  bought  and  sold  without 
the  slightest  attempt  at  concealment,  in 
the  city  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
representative  (Norwich.^  Indeed,  so 
little  reserve  was  observed  in  the  traffic, 
thai  it  was  universally  believed  that 
agents  were  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  express  purpose  of  buying 
guineas.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
by  declaring,  his  intention  of  voting 
against  the  Bill. 

•  Mr.  Stephen  rose  to  deliver,  for  the  first 
time,  an  opinion  on  a  subject  which  he 
confessed  faiad  not  employed  much  of  his 
attention.  He  would  not  Msert  that  the ' 
Bill  went  to  the  complete  abolition  of  two 
prices,  but  they  certainly  would  not  exist 
m  the  degree  that  they  would  do  if  a  free 
competition  were  allowed  between  gold 
«nd  Bank-notes* 

*  Mr.  Alderman  Smith  said  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Hudmm  Gumey  rose,  and  addressed 
the  House  for  the  first  time.  After  re- 
marking on  the  preposterousness  of  the 
position,  that  twenty-one  shillings  were 
m  public  estimation  equivalent  to  twenty- 
six,  be  suted  that  he  should  not  have  ob- 
truded himself  on  the  patience  of  the 
House,  were  he  not  convinced,  that  the 
main  cause  of  this  depreciation  in  our 
currency  was,  on  all  sides,  kept  out  of 
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sight.  It  was  not,  as  had  been  asserted, 
the  immense  increase  of  the  commerce  of 
England  that  rendered  it  impossible  to 
find  gold  and  silver  to  count  up  its  trans- 
actions by,  but  the  enormous  amount  and 
portentous  increase  of  the  National  Debt. 
The  depreciation  hinged  on  that  debt;  and 
every  increase  of  debt  would  work  addi- 
tional depreciation :  our  reckonings  had 
passed  what  could  be  paid  in  gold,  and 
every  fresh  loan,  acting  as  a  creation  of 
imaginary  property,  representable  by  pa- 
per, and  on  which  a  paper  interest  must 
be  paid,  accompanied  by  no  real  increase 
of  asset  whatever,  must  of  necessity  spend 
itself  upon  the  values  of  our  currency. 

The  hon.  gentleman  said,  he  was  per- 
fectly aware,  whilst  things  could  be  kept 
lining  in  their  present  train,  that  the  paper 
issues  of  England  could  not  fail  through, 
as  had  been  the  case  with  those  of  ail 
other  countries— the  whole  amount '  of 
Bank-paper  issued  being  received  by  go- 
vernment at  par  for  taxes  three  times  in 
the  course  of  the  year—* in  loans  and 
taxes  five  times.  And  from  the  experi* 
ence  of  one  district,  he  could  confidently 
state,  that  the  amount  of  the  whole  circu- 
lation, public  and  private,  passed  at  par 
in  direct  payments  firom  the  subject  to 
the  government,  much  within  the  period 
of  twelve  months*- >he  should  think  in 
eight  or  nine.  But  still,  though  this 
would  preserve  the, system  from  failing  to 
pieces  amongst  ourselves,  yet  our  pound  of 
account,  being  in  daily  process  of  meaning 
less  and  less— as,  of  every  thing  else,  so 
assuredly  of  crold  and  silver.  In  measuring 
our  standard  against  those  of  other 
countries,  who  have  no  debt,  and  a  fixed 
metallic  currency— we  should  be  found 
more  and  more  wanting— more  and  more 
unable  to  drcniate  guineas  at  their  old  rates 
again. 

The  hon.  gentleman  said,  he  was  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  as  a  measure  of  una- 
voidable necessity*— a  man  could  bui  pay 
what  he  received.  A  depreciation  in  tlie 
value  of  our  paper  existea  and  pressed  on 
us,  firom  causes  possibly  without  remedy : 
but  there  was  a  further  depreciation,  which 
might  be,  and  ought  to  be,  prevented, 
arising  from  the  general  fueling  of  want 
of  confidence  in  all  paper,  occasioned  by 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  change.  No- 
thing was  clearer  than  that  the  Bank  could 
not  stand  a  fortnight  were  ttiey  to  attempt 
to  pay  in  guineas.  Government  could 
not  coin  at  the  present  price  of  silver 
bullion ;  but  the  Bank  not  being  under 
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vettrioiioii  i^  to  tbe  weight  aod  &neiie« 
of  (beir  tokeas^  might  paj  the  public  for 
tbe  gain  of  perpetual  ro-issiaetf.  by  the 
charge  of  perpetual  recoinage;  and  either 
uoder  tbe  sanction  of  legialaiive  enact- 
aent.  or  by.onderstood  agreement,  much 
alleviate  the  inconTenieoces  apffered^  by 
giving  on  demand  their  own  tokens  for 
their  own  notes. 

The  Beport  of  the  Committee  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  Chancdhr  rf  ikt  Bxciequar  moved, 
that  the  Bill  be  rea4  a  third  time  to- 
Inorrow. 

Mr.  Wkkbread  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  at- 
tempt to  pass  the  Bill  through  the  House 
with  so  much  precipitancy.  Saturday 
was  a  d$y  on  which  it  was  usually  under- 
stood that  no  public  business  would  be 
done,  and  as  many  members  might  feel 
disposed' to  deliver  their  sentiments  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill,  he  conceived  it 
would  be  better  to  reserve  that  stage  for 
some  future  day. 

The  ChanetUair  qfthc  Adk^uer  did  ima- 
gine that  every  member  had  had  a  fair 
opportunity  of  delivering  his  opinion  upon 
the  Bill,  and  this  he  was  the  more  inclined 
to  think,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
House.  If  however  further  debate  was 
thought  necessary,  and  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  say  that  he  believed  some  of  his 
friends  were  desirous  of  giving  further  op* 
position  to  the  Bill,  he  would  not  press  it 
forward,  although  it  was  a  measure  which, 
in  his  estimation,  required  dispatch. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  it  was  extremely 
unusual  for  the  House  to  sit  on  Saturday 
at  so  early  a  period  of  the  session*  m 
would  not  pledge  himself  for  the  intention 
of  any  hon.  member,  but  as  there  was  no 
pressure,  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  ex- 
tremely indecorous  to  endeavour  to  hurry 
the  BiU  through  the  House  upon  a  day 
when,  it  was  almost  universally  under- 
■tood,  no  business  of  importance  would  be 
transacted. 

The  Ckanceihr  qf  the,  Bxckequer  re- 
peated, that  if  the  hon*  gentleman  would 
aay  that  any  of  bis  friends  had  any  thing 
to  ofier  upon  the  subject,  he  would  defer 
the  third  reading  until  Monday. 

Mr.  Whiibread  would  not  enter  into  any 
pledge  whatever,  but  demanded,  as  a 
matter  of  ri^ht,  that  the  Bill  should  not 
be  thus  precipitated  through  the  House  ; 
and  in  support  of  this  right  he  begged  to 
move.  That  tbe  BiU  ht  read  a  thii^  time 
OQ  Monday* 
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The  Ckancettor  cf  the  Exchequer  would 
save  the  hon.  gentleman  the  trouble  of 
moviuB  this  amendment,  by  moving  it 
himself. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  th^n 
fixed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  WkUhread,  in  order  to  give  the. 
right  hon.  gentleman  an  opportunity  of. 
explaining  what  the  urgent  nature  of  the 
business  was,  which  rendered  it  necessary 
for  the  House  to  sit  on  Saturday  at  so 
early  a  i  period  of  tbe  session,  moved. 
That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn 
to  Monday. 

The  SpfoAstfr  observed,  that  much  busi-, 
ness  had  already  been  appointed  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  very  common  for  tbe  House  to  sit  on 
Saiurdayil,  for  the  purpose  of  expediting 
business. 

Mr.  WhUhreai.  Not  at  this  period  of 
the  session. 

Tbe  Chancdiior  qf  the  Exchequer.  At  all 
periods.  , 

Mr.  Smith  was  about  to  speak,  when  the 
Speaker  interrupted  him,  by  observing 
that  there  was  no  question  before  the 
House. 

The  Chaacdkr  qfthe  Etschequerg  in  order 
to  give  the  hon.  gentleman  an  opportunity 
of  addressing  the  House,  moved.  That  the 
other  orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

Mr.  Smith  apprehended  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  find  it  difficult  to 
adduce  a  precedent,  in  which  the  House 
had  sat  to  do  business,  on  a  Saturday,  at  so 
early  a  period  of  tbe  session. 

The  Speaker  said,  that,  in  point  of  fact^ 
in  all  stages  of  the  session.  Bills  for  Supply^ 
or  for  other  urg^t  matters,  were  expe* 
dited  on  Saturdays. 


HOU8B  OF  COMBION& 

Saturday,  December  12. 

AvasHiaE  Elbction^-Pbtitiom  ov  Gb-* 
NBEAL  MoNTGOMBRiB.]  A  Petition  of 
major-general  James  Montgomerie  was 
delivered  in  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

'«  That  the  petitioner  and  sir  Hew  Dal- 
rymple  Hamilton,  hart,  were  candidates  at 
the  election  of  a  knight  of  the  s^ire  to 
represent  the  county  of  Ayr  in  this  present 
parliament,  which  took  place  on  Friday^ 
23d  of  October  last ;  and  that,  at  the  said 
election,  persons  were  admitted  to  vote  in 
the  choice  of  preses  and  clerk  who  were 
incapable  of  voting;  and  persons  were 
also  allowed  to  give  their  votes  for  the  said 
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sir  H.  D.  Hamikotiy  bart.,  altboiigh  i\iey 
had  DO  legal  right  to  vote,  white  tthc  votes 
of  certain  freeholders,  who  had  a  legal 
right  to  vote,  and  claimed  to  vote  in  f> 
v6Qr  of  the  petitioner,  were  r^jectedi 
whereby  an  apparent  nfajority  of  two 
votes  was  bh>ught  about  in  favour  of  the 
said  sir  H.  D.  Hamilton,  who  was  returned 
duly  elected,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  pet!- 
'  tioner,  who  had  the  majority  of  legal 
votes;  and  praying  the  House  to  grant 
him  such  reiiet  as  to  them  shall  seem 
proper.** 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  15th  of  February. 

Post  Office  Secretary's  Frahkino 
Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  for  autboriztng 
tlie  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Post^master- 
general  to  frank  letters  and  packets, 

Mr.  Citmy  objected  to  any  extension 
of  the  privilege  of  franking  by  public 
officers,  observing,  that  there  was  no  one 
privilege  more  abused.  It  was  only  from 
the  newspapers  that  he  had  been  aware  of 
tlie  House  meeting  this  day,  a  thing  which 
be  observed  had  been  objected  to,  though 
unsuccessfully.  The  reason  assigned, 
however,  for  this  unusual  meeting  of  the 
House  on  Saturday  was  the  necessity  of 
forwarding  some  Bills  which  required  dis- 
patch. '  He  could  not  conceive  the  present 
to  be  a  Bill  of  that  description,  and  there- 
fore he  hoped  it  would  not  be  pressed, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunh}*'  of  de** 
manding  from  the  right  non.  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  on  some  iiiture  day, 
some  explanation  as  to  the  grounds  on 
which  the  measure  in  question  was  pro* 
posed. 

Mr.  Wharion  was  convinced  if  the  lion. 
membfl*r  had  attended  to  the  statement 
made  by  bka  on  the  introdietiea  of  this 
measure ;  if  he  had  reflected  on  the  im- 
mense multiplicity  of  business  in  the  Post 
Office,  all  falling  to  the  share  of  one  man, 
and  the  impossibility  of  conceiving  that 
any  one  person,  who  had  such  important 
duties  to  perform,  could  be  always  qti  the 
spoty  attending  from  day  to  day  without 
intermission :  if  he  had  considered  that 
without  such  a  Bill  as  the  present,  the 
whole  of  the  important  dntiel  of  this  office 
must  be  at  a  stand,  during  any  occasional 
.indisposition  or  necessary  Absence  of  the 
Secretary,  he  was  satisfied  the  faon.  gen- 
tleman must  have  been  convin'ced,  ihat 
the  present  Bill  was  not  bnfy  not  unrea^ 
sopablis^  but  necessary,     for  his  own 


part,  instead  6f  etftettitif  iny  ob}e<MfOfi 
to  the  Bill  now,  he  Wee  surprised  thatauch 
a  measure  dad  not  lilth^rto  beeii'tliAoglit 
of.  As  to  any  abuse  ^  this  prrvf  hsge  by 
any  public  officer,  he  was  not  awarfc  thai 
such  had  existed ;  btft  if  it  did,  tnA  lh« 
hon.  gentleman  weald  pdint  it  Mt,  a 
speedy  cheek  sho^M  be  pat  to  it^ 

Mr.  Creevey  alluded  to  thre  pfif If^ge  en* 
joyed  by  a  noble  k>Hl,  one  wt  ide  pay- 
masters general  of  the  forces,  wfto  lieYtr 
entered  the  floot  of  tlfe  olRee ;  aad  to  a 
similar  privilege  eajoyed  by  thtt  thrae 
commissioners  of  woods  and  forestsV  Tbia 
certainly  was  less  objeetiofiabk,  and  if  on 
enquiry  he  found  it  WaS  as  the  hto*  gieallo* 
man  had  staled,  the  Bi)lfhoaM!e«^tiatic^ 
no  farther  objection  froan  biffii 

The  Biii  was  thefr read  a seeottdtlaie. 
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CoarasTED  Electiohs.]  The  Spealrer 
announced,  that  if  any  gentlemen  iHi^ 
petitions  to  present  coteptaiaiftg  of  aodoe 
elections  of  meftibers  to  serve  in  iHe  pre- 
sent parliament,  now  was  a  proper  titta  to 
give  them  in  to  the  clerk.  A  co<isiderab]^ 
number  were  immediately  presented,  the 
nam^s  of  which  were  severally  wtitien 
down  on  slips  of  paper  and  put  into  a  bal* 
loting  glass,  frotn  which  they  wefa  drawn 
by  the  clerk,  and  the  days  for  taking  them 
into  consideration  fixed  in  the  oMer  ef 
priority.    They  were  ks  Mkrws  t 

Pembroke  county,  against  the  retam  of 
sir  John  Owen ;  the  comiailtee  to  try  the 
merits  of  which  was  appointed  to  be  bat* 
loted  fbr  on  tfre  2d  Marcb.— ^CarmturtbM 
borough,  against  G.  Campbell,  esq.; 
committee  March  ^t*— Cork  city,  against 
sir  N.  Coltharst;  eommittee  tm  fHk 
March.^Liverpool,  against  the  rigbt 
hon.  George  Canniog  and  geneNil  Qaa- 
coyne;  committee  Marcb  2>k-flytb^ 
against  sir  John  Perring;  coadmftiee  all 
9th  Marcb. — Grampoundborougb, against 
the  hon.  A.  C.  Johnstone,  dtd. ;'  com- 
mittee 11th  Mardh.^^Denbigh  boroagH, 
against  lord  RirkWall ;  tomftiHtee  on 
11th  Marcfh.-^^^ardigan  bomagh,  against 
the  hon.  col.  Vaughati  ^  committee  I6th 
March.^Pembroke  bol^ough,  agaiiist  sjr 
John  Owen ;  committee  on  Sbid  MftMh.^ 
YoughaH borough;  committee  16th  March. 
Helston  borough,  against  H.  Hamihersley* 
kc;  coibamittee  on  Mafth  16.«^A  Aso- 
tion  against  the  return'  fiir'  IVe^o^y  b^ 
roughs  and  a  Petition  againik  w  tHnth 
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for  the  boro«gb  of  6riiiiiby«  were  leveratlv 
referred  to  the  tftuie  oommUteet  which 
^ere  eppointed  to  be  belloUed  for  to  try 
former  petitions  efiecting  the  tatne  elec* 
tionft. 


Dte.  14,  IHia. 


[im 


Gold  Cotn  Bili«]    On  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  «hird  rottding  of  the  Gold  Coio 

«iH, 
Mr.  Wkkktai  roie  to  ttore  the  fellow* 

ing  Re«olotk>Dft  which  were  brought  for« 
werd  by  Mr.  Brou^am  i<i  ISl  I :  tis.  » 
1 .  «•  That»  by  the  hiw  and  conatltotiofi 
of  these  reihoM  it  is  the  ondonbted  right 
of  every  man  to  tell  or  otherwise  dispose 
of  his  pmperty  for  whatever  he  deems  to 
be  Hs  tftloe,  or  whatever  consideration  he 
abuses  to  accept,  and  that  every  man  pos* 
•eased  of  a  Bank-note,  or  other  security  for 
the  payment  of  Inoney^  has  an  undoubted 
right  to  give  it  away  for  nothingj  or  in 
exchange  for  whatever  sum  of  money  he 
pleases,  or,  if  he  cannot  obtain  what  he 
demands,  to  retain  possession  of  it. 
'  2.  '*  That  any  statute  having  for  its 
t^ject  to  restrain  this  right  wo^sld  bo  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the  British  con- 
f titution,  and  a  ftagrant  violation  of  the 
most  sacred  rights  of  nrooerty,  and  the 
Bncient  and  oualienabie  liberties  of  the 
'people. 

3.  **  Thet  any  statute  baring  for  its  oh- 
ject  to  prevent  the  Bank  or  other  paper 
rurrency  of  the  country  from  being  ex- 
changed against  the  lawful  money  o?  the 
realm,  below  a  certain  rate,  would,  tf  it 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  cause  the 
lawful  money  of  the  realm  wholly  to  dit- 
appear,  and  would,  in  proportion  to  its 
efficacy,  preclude  the  applicetion  of  the 
most  appropriate  remedies  for  the  present 
derangement  in  the  circulation  of  Ihe 
country. 

4.  "  That  the  free  exchange  of  the  law- 
ful money  of  the  realm  with  the  paper 
ruitency,  on  such  terms  as  the  holders  of 
each  may  think  proper  to  settle  among 
themselves,  is  not  only  the  undoubted  right 
of  the  aobject,  but  afibrds  the  best  means 
of  festering  the  circulation  of  the  country 
to  its  Sound  and  naturti  state,  by  estab- 
iisbihg  two  prices  for  all  commodities 
whensoever  the  one  currency  is  Arom  any 
tause  depreciated  below  the  other. 

5.  "  That  no  law  wbetsoever  tan  alter 
the  reel  value  of  the  paper  currency  in 
telttfon  to  the  lawful  money  of  the  realm, 
nor  alter  the  real  Taloe  of  either  kind  of 
enrrency  in  relation  to  all  other  commo- 

end  thftt  any  attempt  to  flu  the 


rates  at  which  paper  Aid  coin  shall  pasa 
current,  must,  In  proportion  to  its  success, 
interfere  with  the  just  and  legal  execution 
of  all  contrscta  alntndy  existing,  without 
the  possibility  of  afihcting  the  terms  upon 
which  contracts  shall  be  made  in  time  to 
oome. 

6.  "  Th&t  it  is  the  hoonden  duty  of  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament,  as  the 
guardians  of  the  righta  of  the  people,  to 
discomitenance  and  resist  a  scheme  which 
has  for  its  immediate  objeoti  the  eetabiish- 
menl  of  a  maximum  ih  the  money  trade  of 
the  realm,  and  the  dissolution  of  the  bblK 
gations  already  contracted  by  numvrona 
classes  of  the  community,  but  which  his 
for  ita  ground  work  prmciples  leading  to 
an  unitersal  law  of  maximum,  and  the  in- 
frkctfon  of  every  existing  contract  for  the 
payment  of  moneyi  and  that  the  said  Bill 
has  the  aaid  objects,  and  proceedi  upon 
the  said  principles." 

The  xkesolotions  being  put  were  all 
negatived.  Upon  the  third  Resolution^ 
the  House  divided,  when  the  nombera 
were.  For  the  Resolution  29.  for  the 
previous  Question  73.  Majority  agtinsi 
the  Reaololion  44. 


qf  ike  Minerity^ 


Absrsroasby,  J. 
BeiMMti  H.  G. 
BahiugtoB,  T. 
BomU,  P.  R.  D. 
Combe,  H.€. 
Courtenay,  W. 
CaYCUdish,  lord  0. 
Calrert,  C. 
Duncanuoo,  fotd 
Pit^my,  kyfd  J. 
Flood,  sir  F. 
Gordon,  R. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Hamilton,  lord  A, 
Harooort,  J. 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
IJoyd,  J.  M. 


If  ar^i  H* 
M  arah,  O. 
Morpeth,  Jord 
NortbrD. 
PhilUps,  a 
Robinson,  G.  A. 
Randifle,  lord 
smith,  R. 
ThorotoD,  H. 
Westeme,  C.  C« 
Whilbread,  8. 
Wharloo,  J. 

YeixSM; 

Creerey,  T. 
Brand,  T. 


The  motion  was  then  put  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Aberttondf  observed,  that  the 
amount  of  currency  was  now  entirely 
under  the  regulation  of  a  -bodyrwho  had 
declared,  thet  they  governed  tnelr  issoea 
by  no  edier  rtile  than  the  supposed  so* 
lidity  of  those  upon  the  security  of  whoso 
bills  they  made  their  advances.  Provldod 
the  Bill  was  conshlered  the  nipresentatlon 
of  a  red  commercial  transaction,  and  pay- 
able at  a  short  date,  it  Was  admitted  thet 
no  fhrther  test  was  deemed  necessary  Of 
the  propriety  of  any  issuo.    How  the  di« 
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recton  always  ascertained  this  poiai  he 
did  not  know,  but  he  believed  there  were 
cases  in  which  they  had  been  mistaken. 
The  practical  consequences  of  such  a  sys- 
tem was,  that  enterprising  speculators 
were  tempted  by  these  new  facilities  into 
undertakings,  many  of  which,  in  the 
course  of  time,  naturally  failed,  and 
caused  very  extensive  distress.  Another 
effect  equally  important  was,  that  the 
main  ground  on  which  the  system  was 
originally  supported  had  been  entirely 
taken  away,  and  that  instead  of  being 
enabled  through  its  operation  to  prosecute 
the  war  in  the  peninsula,  it  now  was  the 
great  obstacle  to  its  progress. 

Mr.  Roie  repeated  several  statements, 
which  he  had  a  few  days  since  laid  before 
the  House,  in  order  to  show  that  the  fo- 
nign  exchanges  were  entirely  independ- 
ent of  the  domestic  currency.  He  endea- 
Toured,  likewise,  to  shew  that  the  whole 
amount  of  our  present  circulation  fell 
..short  of  what  it  was  when  gold  formed  the 
larger  part  of  the  currency.  He  was 
aware  that  the  issues  of  the  country  banks 
were  considerable ;  but  in  many  parts,  and 
particularly  in  Lancashire,  no  country 
paper  whatever  was  in  circulation. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant,  in  a  maiden  speech, 
began  by  remarking,  that  to  bis  under-, 
standing,  it  appeared  quite  clear,  that  the 
depreciation  of  any  currency  could  arise 
only  from  one  of  two  causes-— either  from 
a  wai^t  of  confidence  in  those  by  whom  it 
was  issued,  or  from  an  excess  in  the 
amount  of  their  issues.  This  proposition 
was  so  indisputable,  that  upon  this  part  of 
the  subject,  he  should  make  but  tew  ob- 
^servations.  In  speaking  of  the  value  of 
gold,  or  of  any  other  circulating  medium, 
he  thoufiht  it  would  not  be  to  require  too 
much,  if  gentlemen  were  to  state  in  what 
commodity  it  was  they  estimated  that 
value.  The  price  of  any  article  could 
only  be  ascertained  by  a  comparison  with 
the  value  of  some  other.  In  the  year 
1718,  when  the  nominal  value*  of  the 
guinea  was  considerably  raised,  the  im* 
mediate  effect  was,  to  render  gold  ex- 
clusively the  currency  of  the  country.  It 
was  suted,  he  believed,  in  lord  Liverpool's 
Letter  to  the  King,  that  during  a  period  of 
some  extent,  the  value  of  gold  remained 
,  stationary,  whilst  that  of  silver  had  under- 
'  gone  several  variations.  The  rate  of  ex- 
'  change  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  preceded  him,  had  referred| 
could  serve  to  throw  no  light  whatever 
on  the  question  to  which  it  was  applied. 
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No  alteration  in  the  balance  of  exchanges 
between  countries  not  possessing  mines  of 
their  own  could  aftect  the  system  of  their 
internal  circulation.  It  was  utterly  im- 
possible, that  in  a  general  interchange  of 
commodities,  the  demand  for  the  precious 
metals  should  ever  be  excessive.  These 
principles  were  so  incontrovertible  and  so 
well  established,  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
attribute  the  diversity  of  opinion  which 
prevailed  respecting  them  to  any  other 
cause,  than  a  disagreement  in  the  meaning 
of  the  term  employed,  by  which,  what  was 
obvious  to  one  understanding  was  ren- 
dered .  unintelligible  to  another.  If  this 
were  not  the  case,  he  must  be  led  to  con- 
clude, that  different  understandinga  were 
differently  constructed.  But  with  respect 
to  the  Bill  immediately  before  the  House 
he  rose  on  this  occasion  to  ent^  his  hum- 
ble protest  against  it  Bad  as  the  system 
was  to  which  it  belonged,  he  regarded  it 
as  its  worst  part,  because  it  cut  on  tbe  last 
hope  that  remained  of  revising;  ir.  With 
regard  to  what  had,  been  said  about  a 
pound  note  and  a  shrilling  being  equiva- 
lent to  a  guinea,  he  thought  that  it  proved 
that  the  parliamentary  meaning  of  the  word 
equivalent  was  very  different  from  the 
common  acceptation  of  it;  and  that  thus 
the  word  equivalent,  like  '  permanent'  (as 
a  noble  lord  had  stated  a  few  evenings 
ago)  had  two  different  meanings.  Unless 
this  were  the  case,  it  was  certainly  impos* 
sible  to  prove  that  a  pound  note  smd  a 
shilling  were  eaual  to  a  guinea.  The 
remedy  proposea  by  this  Bill  appeared  to 
embrace,  as  a  principal  object,  the  pre- 
vention of  two  prices.  Now,  with  respect 
to  two  prices,  properly  speaking  there 
was  an  inaccuracy  in  the  language ;  two 
prices  in  fact  could  never  exist.  It  was 
not  possible  to  maintain  the  existeace  of 
two  contemporary  currencies  of  unequal 
values.  In  the  reign  of  William  3,  at 
every  body  knew,  one  part  of  the  cur- 
rency became  degraded  below  its  nominal 
value,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  it 
banished  from  circulation  that  nart  which 
was  justly  estimated.  The  haraship  com- 
plained of  by  the  public  creditor  was  not 
that  the  currency  was  merely  oepreciated, 
but  that  he  was  obliged  to  receive  it  at 
one  valne»  and  pay  it  away  at  another.  It 
might  be  a  harsh  name  to  call  this  Bill,  if 
it  passed,  an  act  for  the  promotion  of 
fraud;  but  it  certainly  was  not  a  law  for 
the  distribution  of  justice.  Persons  con- 
stantly engaged  in  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  stock  were  not  expoeed  to  the  loai  in^ 
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Qurred  through  depredation  ;  but  on  the 
coDlrftiryi  thoie* whose  property  had  been 
long  fested  In  the  funds,  and  others  en- 
gaged in  Chancery  suits*  suffered  an  in- 
jury of  prodigious  extent.  They  found  at 
the  Bank  that  W  per  cent,  was  taken  in 
the  Brst  place  under  the  Income  Tax,  and 
m  the  second,  that  the  value  of  the  re- 
mainder was  diminished  above  30  per 
cent.  The  system  was  equally  injurious 
to  pivate  annuitants,  and  unless  so  great 
and  grieTioe  an  evil  should  be  redressed 
by  the  application  of  salutary  measures, 
and  looked  at  steadily  with  the  eye  of  a 
true  atatesman,  the  inconvenience  would 
ioon  become  not  less  obvious  to  the 
meanest  capacity  than  it  already  was  to 
those  whose  inquiries  had  rendered  them 
more  conversant  with  the  subject.  The 
present  Bill  appeared  to  him  to  resemble 
the  folly  of  children,  who  imagined  that 
they  would  remain  concealed  by  placing 
their  hands  before  their  eyes :  its  object 
was  to  draw  a  veil  between  the  country 
and  its  real  situation.  No  doubt  the  ge- 
nuine remedy  must  produce  inconvenience, 
and,  perhaps,  in  some  degree  distress ;  but 
these  would  be  greatly  augmented  by 
iuffering  the  distemper  to  contiitUe  until 
it  should  auume  a  yet  more  formidable 
aspect.  He  thanked  the  House  for  the 
indulgence  he  had  experienced  ;  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject  and  hia  own 
conviction  of  its  natftre  and,  tendency  had 
prompted  him  to  state  on  what  grounds  he 
must  protest  against  the  Bill  then  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  admitted  that 
the  gold  coin  of  the  realm  had  dilNtppear* 
ed ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  gold,  as 
well  as  other  articles,  might  not  be  made 
a  source  of  traffic.  In  many  instances  it 
must  necessarily  l>e  expected,  such  as 
when  it  was  applied  in  the  purchase  of 
corn,  or  other  commodities,  on  the  con- 
tinent* The  high  price  of  bullion  was,  in 
his  opinion,  wholly  attributable  to  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  being  against  us ;  and  un- 
til this  could  be  remedied  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  we  should  have  an  influx  of 
that  coin,  of  which  the  country  now  ap- 
peared to  be  almost  totally  drained.  Ra- 
ther than  see  two  prices  put  upon  the  cir- 
culating medium,  however,  he  would  be 
satisfied  to  seethe  country  without  a  single 
guinea. 

Sir  F,  Flood  could  not,  by  any  means, 
agree  to  a  Resolution  which  went  to  as- 
aert  that  a  one  pound  note  and  a  shilling 
were  equal  to  a  guinea.    He  had  had  very 


frequent  and  satisfactory  assurances  of  the 
contrary  from  experience,  the  best  of  all 
teachers ;  yet  though  such  was  his  opinion, 
he  could  not  give  that  unqualified  oppo* 
sition  to  the  Bill  which  might  appear  to 
be  necesssrily  deducible  from  it.  There 
was  one  provision  of  the  Bill,  which  in  the 
existing  situation  of  afiairs,  was  absolutely 
required  to  protect  the  poorer  and  feebler 
class  of  society  from  being  visited  by  the 
oppression  of  the  wealthy  and  more  power- 
fal— .he  meant  that  by  which  landlords 
were  prevented  from  exacting  from  their 
tenants  payment  of  their  rents  in  gold.  But 
here  his  approval  must  terminate.  In  the 
remaining  provisions  he  could  see  nothing 
but  a  mass  of  mischievous  absurdity.  The 
very  title  of  the  Bill  appeared  to  him  a 
misnomer,  it  was  called  the  Gold  Coin 
Bill,  when  it  would  have  been  more  ap- 
propriately entitled  the  No  Coin  Bill.  He 
would  state  to  the  House  a  fact,  which 
would  serve  as  well  as  any  that  had  hi* 
therto  been  submitted  to  their  attention, 
to  prove  the  existence  of  two  prices. 
Having  had  occasion  to  purchase  a  horse 
in  his  native  country,  he  nad  visited  a  fair 
for  the  purpose,  where  having  fixed  on  one 
In  the  possession  of  a  country  dealer,  and 
asked  his  price,  he  was  answered,  thirty- 
eight  guineas,  upon  which,  pulling  out  a 
parcel  of  Bank-notes,  amounting  to  that 
sum,  from  the  one  pocket,  and  a  purse 
containing  thirty-four  guineas  in  ffold, 
from  the  other,  he  asked  the  seller  which 
he  would  have,  when  the  man,  without 
hesitation,  made  his  election  in  favour  of 
the  specie,  swearing  by  his  soul,  when  he 
could  get  it,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  a  bit  of  a  note.  No  doubt  could 
exist  but  that  a  similar  feeling  pervaded 
all  society ;  that  there  was  no  part  of  the 
country,  where  if  a  person  were  to  send 
guineas  to  market,  he  would  fail  of  getting 
such  articles  as  he  might  wish  to  purchase 
cheaper  than  if  he  were  to  send  paper  to 
the  same  nominal  amount.  But  besides 
the  evil  which  must  result  from  the  exist- 
ence of  two  prites,  and  which  the  Bill 
went  to  inflict  on  the  community,  it  must 
also  be  considered  as  tending  to  effect  the 
exclusion  of  specie  from  the  country,  and 
as  holding  forth  an  inviUtion  to  foreign 
agents  to  extract  that  portion  which  it 
might  still  haply  be  found  to  contain. 
Could  any  rational  man  for  a  moment 
doubt,  that  such  must  be  its  tendency, 
when  the  immense  disparity  of  value  be- 
tween the  metal  and  paper  currency  was 
considered  }  He  had  himself,  on  his  way  to 
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the  Hoote*  •(»pU«4  to  agoM«i»i(b  in  order 
to  iBceruin  what  thai  diapariiy  wai«  ftnd 
had  i^en  asuired  hy  him,  thai  a  guinea 
contained  bullion  which  was  worth  twenty^ 
eight  thiUingfl,  if  bought  with  the  reduced 
currency.  Would  it  not  be  absurd,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  suppose  that  gui- 
neas would  not  be  sold,  or  if  it  were  un- 
safe to  sell  tbem,  hoarded  till  an  opportu« 
nity  could  be  found  of  doing  so  ?  For  his 
part,  if  he  were  to  consult  his  own  feel* 
ings  OQ  the  subject  (and  he  wa^  perhaps 
as  disinterested  as  his  neighbours),  he 
could  not  indulge  in  such  an  hypothesis. 
Go  these  grounds,  though  as  he  had  be- 
fore stated,  he  approved  of  one  provision  of 
the  Bill,  yet,  considered  as  a  whole,  he 
must  enter  his  vehement  protest  against  it* 

Mr.  Fr€stan  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
evils  which  it  was  asserted  would  be  the 
result  of  the  Bill,  were  either  fictitious,  or 
easily  obviated  ;  and  that  under  all  cir« 
oimstaaces,  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
asuat  be  apparent  to  all  who  suflkiently 
reeded  on  it 

Mr.  ManyaU  having  on  the  first  bring* 
ing  -fonvard  of  the  present  measure  op- 
posed it,  could  not  now  assent  to  it,  as  he 
meant  to  do,  without  explaining  the  grounds 
of  his  assent,  andJthos  shielding  himself 
Irom  any  imputation  of  a  dereliction  of 
principle.  In  many  respects,  the  bodies 
politic  and  natural  admitted  of  useful  com- 
parison, and  if  he  might  now  be  permitted 
to  draw  an  illustration  from  it,  he  would 
aay,  that  at  the  time  he  opposed  the  mea- 
auree  which*  he  now  approved,  the  state 
was  in  the  situation  of  a  patient,  whom  a 
eingular  operation  would  have  restored  to 
peHectand  immediate  health;  it  was  now 
in  the  situation  of  one  who  bad  deferred 
such  an  operation  till  it  could  not  be  re- 
sorted to  without  incurrinff  the  risk  of 
more  serious  evils,  even  of  death  itself. 
He  would  not  take  upon  himself  to  say  to 
what  cause  the  evil  was  chiefly  attribu*' 
table,  whether  to  the  state  of  the  currency ; 
or  to  that  of  our  foreign  commercial  rela- 
tions ;  but  be  that  as  it  miffht,  he  was  re- 
joiced that  the  subject  had  been  brought 
before  parliament.  If  no  other  good  was 
lo  resolt  from  that  circumstance,  the  pub- 
lic would  derive  no  flight  satisfaction  from 
the  declaration  which  had  been  made 
aome  nifihis  since  by  the  governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  namely,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  the  Bank  issues 
had  undergone  a  diminution  of  two  mil- 
lions. And  here  he  could  not  forbear 
prejtting  on  the  attention  of  the  House, 
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the  decided  and  very  laiidaUe  indinetion 
which  had  been  eabibited  by  the  governor 
and  directors  of  the  Bank,  to  90  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  evil  to 
which  the  country  was  ei^iosed.    Bot  the 
reason  which  now  chiefly  induced  him  to 
rise  was,  a  desire  to  suggest  some  change 
of  our  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
countries  subject'  to  the  enemy,  such  as 
might  have  the  efiect  of  obviating  the  ne- 
eessity  of  having  reeourse  in  feture  to 
measures  of  a  similar  nature  to  that  which 
was  now  under  discussion.    It  had  been, 
as  was  well  known,  for  a  long  time,  the 
object  of  Buonaparti  to  efibct  the  reduc- 
tion of  our  political  power,  by  eaoluding 
our  manufactures  from  the  coontviea  which 
had  fallen  beneath  his  role,  and  thus  cui« 
ting  off  a  main  source  of.  our  national 
wealth.    How  sanguine  he  had  been  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  plan,  not  to  men- 
tion less  prominent  instances,  naight  be 
collected  from  his  late  atUmp^  against 
Russia,  which  was  made'  avowedly  with  a 
view  to  the  furtherance  of  his  purpose, 
and  that  with  an  eagerness  and  precipita- 
tion which  had  put  his  crown  and  life  in 
jeopardy.    There  was  undoubtedly  much 
reason  UK  hope  that  he  was  on  the  eve  of 
being  overtaken    by  a  jusi  retribution, 
which,  while  It  avenged  the  cttise  of  an 
oppressed  world,  would  obviate  the  neoea- 
aity  of  deUberaling  with  respect  to  mea* 
sores  of  future  defence  from  injury;   but 
we  should  not  be  too  sai^ine  in  our  views 
of  the  present  state  of  afmira,  however  in* 
dolgent  it  might  be  to  our  hopes.    It  was 
but  too  probable  that  our  enemy  might 
escape,  and  even  with  dimintshed  power 
retain  sufficient  to  accomplish  his  great 
purpose  of  excluding  us  from  all  commer* 
cial  intercourse  with  Uie  continent,    at 
either  extremity.    This  being  the  case,  it 
might  not  be  inexpedient  to  reflect  a  Ititie 
on  the  progress  of  the  measures  intemied 
to  injure  our  commerce,  as  welt  as  thoee 
by  which  they  had  been  met  on  our  part, 
llie  first  to  which  the  enemy  bad  recourse 
were  met  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
the  consequence  of  both  was  an  alH¥wl 
total  cessation  of  commercial  intercoorso; 
this  state  of  things  continued  till  the  year 
1809,   when  a  quantity  of  ^  goods  vrere 
shipped  in  this  country,  and  the  efibrts  of 
the  enemy  to  prevent  the  sale  frostmtcd, 
and  this  was  continued  for  some  tioae,  till 
by  one  grand  stroke  of  policy,  all  hopes 
of  future  success  were  wrested  from  ua, 
and  for  some  time,  ouratate  was  much  the 
same  as  if  our  Orders  in  Council  bad  bona 
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rigi4ly  enibrced.  Baoaapane«tbenfetliiig 
th^  the  people  be  go^enieci  toffered  very 
moch  from  the  want  of  certaio  'trtiele* 
which  it  was  in  oar  power  to  witbbokl 
from  them»  agreed  to  take  a  certain  qmin- 
tity  of  goods  upon  condition  that  wesboald 
take  in  return  commodities  to  the  same 
•mount.  In  this  we  acquiesced ;  but  it 
would  be  easily  perceieed  by  those  who 
.would  take  the  trouble  of  examiftiog  the 
nature  of  this  traffic,  that  it  vriM  not  ce»» 
ducted  oo  any  principle  of  leoiprocity. 
While  we  received  any  tUn^  wanted  in 
this  community,  he  made  astnci  selection 
of  such  articles  of  iosporlation  at  he  was 
•n  the  greatest  possible  want  of,  «uah  as 
dyed  woods,  indigo^  and  other  materials, 
withoot  which,  certain  mannfactunes  mnst 
hate  been  abandoned,  of  asedtcines,  of 
leaiher,  of  bridles  and  saddles,  and  other 
equipmenls  for  his  cavalry*  How  far  such 
a  trade  as  this  could  be  beneficial  to  the 
country  it  was  for  ministers  to  decide* 

Mr.  Wkiiktmd  observed,  that  the  re* 
marks  of  the  hon.  gentleman  were  most 
foreign  to  the  queslioi^  before  the  House. 
For  his  pan  be  coafessed  himself  wholly 
unable  to  discover  their  applicability : 
there  might  perhaps  he  a  Ulysses  or  a 
Nestor  present,  who  could.  Possibly  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the  Vice- 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  might  be 
able  to  show  it.  He  owned  that  he  was 
not  at  all  si^prised  to  bear  the  hon.  gentle- 
man attribute  the  embarrassed  state  of  our 
currency  to  Buonaparte.  It  was  the  boo. 
gentleman's  usual  practice  to  lay  all  our 
cvilsat  Buonaparte's  door.  On  him  all  were 
thrown.  Perhaps,  even,  the  absence  of  a 
nol^le  lord  (Castkre^h)  might  be  owing 
to  Buonaparte's  having  turned  up  some- 
what nearer  home  than  was  expected. 

Mr.  lioilmru  intimated  that  his  noble 
friend  wm  indisposed, 

Mr.  Wkkbn^d  expressed  his  regret  at  the 
circumstance ;  he  had  snpposed  it  possible 
that  Buonapairt^'s  having  been  found  at 
Berlin,  might  have  occasioned  the  noble 
lord's  absence ;  knowing,  however,  the 
elasticity  of  the  noble  lord's  mind  and 
body,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  soon 
recover  his  wonted  health..  With  respect 
tatbe  Bill  before  the  House,  tlie  object  of- 
it  was  to  prevent  that  which  already 
existed— two  prices.  Every  body  knew 
that  all  the  necessaries  of  life  cooM^be 
bought  at  a  cheaper  rat^  with  gold  than 
with  paper.  The  conduct  of  the  hen. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  been  most 
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extraordinary.  Havings  in  Ae  first  in- 
stao<;e,  opposed  the  original  resolution  of 
the  House  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
as  easy  to  cootroul  the  motion  of  the 
heavenly  bodiss  by  act  of  parliament,  as  to 
regelate  the  circulation  of  the  country 
under  the  circoasstances  in  which  it  was 
placed ;  having  again  resisted  the  Bill 
whea  introduced  last  year,  he,  now  that 
ministers  triad  their  hand  at  it  again,  doi* 
dared,  that  he  was  their  man,  and  gave 
his  support  to  this  notable  propositioiK 
The  House  were  placed  in  this  situation  < 
they  first  voted  a  resolot'ioD  which  they 
could  not  maintain ;  and  they  then  ati- 
tempted  to  bolster  it  op  by  a  law  which 
waaefie^tive  only  in  preventing  the  ns^ 
tives  of  this  country  from  purchasing  gd^ 
and  in  opening  the  market  to  foreippiers. 
Nothing .  cauld  be  more  absurd  than  the 
Bill  which  it  was  then  proposed  to  read  a 
third  time»  and  he  should  give  his  hearty 
vote  against  it. 
A  division  ensued. 

For  the  third  reading*.***.*.*.*****  SO 
Against  it»«. •*.•*««•«•.•.•«••.. .*•..•••  Id 
]ttajority ••••*•••••«••  — 6i 

lAsi  qf  the  Mmoriiy. 


Abcroromby,  J. 
BabingtOD,T, 
Brand,  T. 
Creevey,  T. 
Calvert,  C. 
Flood,  sir  P. 
Gordon,  R. 
Qranty  J.  P. 
lieyd,  J.  M . 


Marsh,  C. 
Martio,  H» 
North,  D. 
RobiosoD,  O.  A* 
^vssteme,  C  C 
IrBitoffeso,  ly. 


fiamOtsn,  tord  A. 
Bcnoel,H.Q. 
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TWidSoy,  December  15. 

PfiTITIOM  FaOM  TBS  BRISTOL  ClEROT 
AGAINST  THB    CaTHOUC    ClAIMS*]        Mc 

Protheroe  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
,  Clergy  of  the  city  and  deanery  of  Bristol^ 
setting  forth, 

«*  That  the  petitioners  are  warm  and 
sincere  friends  to  religious  toleration,  and 
to  the  firee  exercise  of  religious  worship 
by  all  who  difier  from  the  Church  by  law 
established^  yet  that  they  cannot  but  view, 
with  deep  concern  and  anxiety,  tl|e 
alarming  extent  of  the  claims  so  strongly 
and  repeatedly  urged  by  their  Roman  Ca- 
tholic felbw 'Subjects,  not  in  behalf  of  li- 
berty of  conscience  (for  that  they  already 
enjoy  in  its  utmost  extent)  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attaining  political  power;  and 
that  these  claims,  as  the  petitioners  under- 
stand,  directly  extend  to  the  remoral  of 

(X) 
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i\\  restrictions  uid  disabilities  whateter, 
on  account  of  religious  opinion*  and 'to 
the  unlimited  right  of  admission  not  only 
to  offices  of  the  highest  responsibility^  but 
even  into  the  legislature  itself,  under  a 
monarchy  and  a  constitution  ef  which 
Protestantism  has  hitherto  been.  and.  it  is 
earnestly  hoped,  will  never  cease  to  be  an 
essential  and  distinguishing  character; 
and  that,  as  the  petitioners  humbly  appre- 
liend,  it  is  altogether  impossible  to  admit 
eoch  claims  without  destroying  some  of  the 
Btrongesf  defences  by  which  our  civil  and 
religieos  establishments  have  long  been 
happily  secured  ;  and  though  many  of  the 
most  enlightened  advocates  for  these  claims 
have  alw^s  professed,  and  sincerely  pro- 
fessed, a  desire  that  other  securities  should 
he  substituted  in  their  place,  yet.  as -far  as 
the  petitioners  know  or  believe,  not  even 
the  general  nature  of  these  new  securities 
(much  less  their  specific  character  and 
tendency)  has  ever  yet  been  publicly  ex- 
plained, though  such  explanation,  if  truly 
convincing  and  satisfactory,  would  most 
powerfully  have  contributed  to  reconcile 
▼arieties  of  opinion,  and  to  remove  the  ap« 
prehensions  of  danger  which  now  justly 
prevail  with  respect  to  this  momentous 
question;  so  that,  even  on  this  ground, 
without  adverting  to  the  great,  and.  as 
they  think,  insuperable  difficulties  inhe- 
rent in  the  thing  itself,  the  petitioners 
deem  it  not  unreasonable  to  declare  their 
full  conviction  that,  if  the  above  mention- 
ed claims  should  be  conceded,  it  would  be 
utterly  impracticable  to  provide  new  de- 
fences on  which  equal  dependence  could 
be  placed  for  the  lasting  safety  of  the  Pro- 
testant Government  and  Protestant  Church. 
as  they  are  now  established  in  this  United 
Kingdom  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  rely, 
with  perfect  confidence,  on  the  wisdom  of 
parliament,  but  they  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty,  with  the  utmost  deference,  to  submit 
to  the  House  their  deliberate  opinion  on  a 
question,  which  they  cannot  possibly  view 
as  limited  by  mere  political  considerations, 
hecause  they  are  well  assured,  that  whatever 
may  afiTect  the  safety  of  the  Established 
Church,  mtist  materially  aflfect  also  the 
interests  of  that  pure  and  reformed  reli- 
gion, of  which  the  Church  is  a  faithful 
guardian  and  depositary ;  and  praying.^ ' 
that  the  House  will  be  pleased  effectually 
to  guard  against  the  adoption  of  any  mea- 
sure tending  to  weaken  or  undermme  the 
firm  and  tried  bulwarks  of  that  constitu- 
tion in  Church  and  Sute.  under  which,  by 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence/  this 
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country  has,  since  the  sra  of  the  llevola-' 
tion,  enjoyed  a  degree  of  freedom.  peac«. 
and  happiness  ^unknown  to  other  uatiooa, 
and  unexampled  in  former  ages/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Weinudi^p  Dtotmber  16. 

Pbtition  op  Captain  Incus.]  SrR 
Burden  said,  he  held  in  his  hands  a  Pe- 
tition from  captain  Inglis.  who  was  to 
have  gone  out  to  survey  Port  Jackson. 
While  his  vessel  was  in  the  river,  some  of 
bis  crew,  all  of  whom  bad  proteetiomb 
were  attacked  by  a  press-gang.  They 
resisted  this  press-gang,  and  beat  them  o^ 
blithe  himself  took  no  part  in  the  resist- 
ance. A  complaint  was  lodged  at  the 
Thames  Police  Office,  to  which  he  was 
brought.  His  trieatment  there  was  shock- 
ing and  shameful.  He  was  confined  from 
four  in  the  afternoon  till  eight  in  tbe  even- 
ing, in  a  place  which  it  was  scarcely  de 
cent  to  neiftion ;  and  when  he  came  from 
this  place— a  common  privy — he  was  so 
overcome  with  the  stench,  that  he  vras 
ready  to  faint.  He  was  conveyed  to  Clerk- 
enwell  Prison*  and  obliged  to  share  a  bed 
with  one  of  the  felons,  in  irons.  His  afiairs 
were  much  injured,  if  not  ruined,  by  being 
detained  till  his  trial  should  come  on  in 
March  nest.  This  gentleman  was  well 
known,  durins  a  long  life,  as  possessed  of  a 
most  respectable  character.  He  was  wail 
related,  and  had  served  first  as  a  midship- 
man in  the  king's  service,  and  afterwaras 
in  a  high  situation  in  a  vessel  belonging  to 
the  East  India  Company;  and  while  ha^ 
was  in  the  Company's  service,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  considerable  reward  from  lord 
Minto.  fof  having  saved  the  lives  of  several 
persons  wrecked  on  an  unknown  rock  in 
the  Bay  of  Bengal.  He  had  references 
for  character  to  admiral  Hunter,  lord 
Erskine,  the  bon .  Henry  Enkine.  and  se- 
veral other  respectable  individuals.  He 
hoped  that  the  Admiralty  would  of  them- 
selves take  this  case  into  consideration, 
and  prevent  its  coming  before  the  House. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Speaker,  the 
Petition  was  withdrawn,  for  the  ^purpose 
of  endeavouring  to  state  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  with  greater  U*evity. 

London  Boorsellsrs'  PsTiTtoN.  as* 
spi£tiNG  CoPT-aioHTs,  &c.]  Mr.  Davies 
Giddy  presented  a  Petition  from  the  book- 
sellers and  publishers  of  London  and  Wesu 
minster^  setting  forth| 
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under  the  impretdons  which  veer  lord*  I 
ihipi  entertain  of  the  encreated  sacriBces 
to  which  the  country  will*  in  all  probabi- 
lity, be  called  by  the  prejrare  opon  its  re- 
•onrces,  in  a  moment  of  anexampled  ex- 
pence  and  dificahyt  yoor  lordships  are 
anxious  to  expressi  through  him,  your  de- 
sires and  tntention  of  contriboting  your 
▼olontary  aid  to  the  expences  of  the  war^ 
and  therefore  requesting  himi  as  the  re* 
ffolar  official  channel  of  communication 
from  the  Exchequer  to  this  Bofcrd,  to  sig- 
nify to  this  Board  your  lordships  intention 
of  paying,  in  aid  of  the  general  ser? ices 
'of  the  year,  and  in  quarterly  paymentip 
one  third  of  the  net  prefito  arising  from 
the  salary  and  fees  of  your  respectiTO  tel- 
lerships  of  the  Excbeqoerj  and  that  your 
lordships  propose  and  intend  to  continue 
this  rolontary  contribution  for  and  during 
the  present  war^  and  1o  commence  it  from 
and  after  the  present  quarter  ending  dth 
of  January  next;'^  I  hare  it  in  command, 
from  my  lords>  to  exprsis  to  your  lord- 
ships, the  high  aeuse  which  they  entertain 
of  your  public  spirited  and  patriotic  in- 
tention, of  contributing  one  third  of  the 
net  profits  of  the  salary  and  fees  of  your 
respectlFC  tellerships  or  the  Exchequer,  in 
aid  of  the  general  serrices  of  the  year ; 
and  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords,  to 
transmit  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  218th 
aection  of  the  Act  of  the  iSd  of  the  King, 
cap.  1122,  directing  the  mode  of  receipt 
and  application  of  Toluntary  contributions 
lor  the. purpose  of  canning  on  the  war; 
and  to  request  your  lordships  will  be 
pleased  to  gi^e  directions,  that  your  said 
ToloDtary  contributions  may  be  paid  into 
the  Bank  of  Eugland  from  time  to  time, 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Act.    I  am,  my  lords,  &c. 

Geo.  HAxaisoii. 

(Sacksure.) 

^  And  whereas  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
residing  out  of  Great  Britain,  and  others, 
may  be  desirous  of  Toluatarilv  cootribu- 
ting  towards  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  be 
it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawfil 
for  any  person  or  persons,  body  corpo- 
rate or  politic,  and  at  any  time  or  times 
during  tae  continuance  of  this  Act,  to  pay 
or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  goremor 
or  company,  or  to  their  cashier  or  cashiers, 
or  other  person  or  persons  to  be  authorised 
ky  them,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  m 
and  for  a  voluntary  contribution,  for  the 
fwrpose  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  in 
aocbcasej  torequito  a  cartificata  or  cer- 


tificates for  the  same,  acknowledging  the 
payment  of  such  voluntary  cootribotion ; 
which  sums  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid;  for 
which  such  certificates  shall  be  required, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  volun* 
iary  contributions  of  such  persons,  body 
politic  or  corporate  respectively,  towarda 
effecting  the  purposes  of  this  Adt,  and 
shall  be  applied  as  the  other  monies  paid 
into  the  Bank  of  England  by  virtue  ofthia 
Act  may  be  applied." 

NoJ  4.— The  Marqoisses  Buckinghah 
and  Camden  to  Geobgb  HAaaisoBr, 
Esq. 

Exchequer,  Dec.  3d,  1812. 
Sir ;  in  consequence  of  the  desire  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
signified  to  us  in  yoor  letter  of  November 
30th,  we  have  this  day  given  the  necessary 
directions  that  the  voluntary  contribution 
of  one*third  of  the  net  profits  of  our  re- 
spective tellershipa  of  the  Exchequer,  shall 
be  pakl  by  quarterly  payment^  from  time 
to  time  as  they  sbaU  accrue,  from  and 
after  the  present  quarter  ending  on  the  5tb 
of  January  1813,  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England  or  their 
cashier,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
43d  of  the  Khig,  cap.  122.:  which  we  re« 
quest  yon  to  communicate  to  their  lor4* 
ships.    Wo  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

NVGXNT  fiuCXIMCBAII. 

Camden. 

No.5«— 'Tlio  Marquissea  BucKWOtfAaf' 
and  Camosm  to  the  Chanceixosi 
of  the  BscHEavBE. 

Exchequer,  December  1 1, 1819. 
Sir;  as  it  is  ondenrtood,  from  the  dis* 
cussions  that  liave  taken  place  in  tho 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of  tho 
public  revenues,  that  the  expe»:es  of  tho 
ensuing  year  will  probably  exceed  those 
of  the  present,  we  think  it  right,  in  expla* 
nation  of  the  letter  which  we  had  the  ho* 
nour  of  addressing  to  you  on  the  21st  No* 
vember  last,  to  stale  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  that  if  in  any  year  during  the 
present  war,  the  net  proou  of  the  several 
fiees  and  salaries  received  in  onr  oAces  inr 
the  Exchequer  should  exceed  those  of  tho 
current  year,  it  is  our  intention,  in  every 
such  year,  lo  pay  as  our  voluntary  contri* 
butmn  to  the  pablic»  ia  addition  to  the 
one^thifd  of  our  profits  as  stated  in  that 
letter,  the  whole  of  such  excess  beyond 
the  net  receipts  of  thf  present  year.  We 
havo  the  honour  to  be,  8cc. 

NVOBNT  BcCKinOBAM. 
CAMOXIf. 
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426/. ;  Lord  Vftlentia's  Travels  5711 ; 
Costumes  of  the  World  5521. ;  Hodg«s's 
Vtewi  in  India  462/. ;  Salt's  Views  500/. 
6i. ;  the  new  editions  of  Dogdaie's  Mo« 
nasticon  will  be  1,450  guineas  ;  the  new 
editions  of  Wood's  AtbeneeOzoniensesTTO 
guineas*  Daniel's  Voyage  to  India  l52/.« 
taken  from  an  infinite  number  of  works  of 
great  expenoe  lately  published  and  now 
publishing,  of  the  best  copies  of  which, 
such  as  required  by  the  statute  and  the 
determination^'  frequently  only  fifty 
copies,  and  in  some  instances  eren  a  less 
number,  are  printed,  prove  to  the  House 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  complaining 
Dpoa  frtvoloos  grounds;  and  praying, 
that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
^  Bill  for  granting  relief  to  the  petitioners." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

TaiLEKs  OF  TBB  EzcHsavBa — ^Lbtters 

fHOM  TRB  MARaUISSES  OF  BUCKINGHAM  AND 

Camden.]  Mr.  Wharton*presented  the  foU 
lowing  letters  of  the  marquisses  Bucking- 
bam  and  Camden,  addressed  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  relative  to  giving 
up  a  proportion  of  their  net  Incomes  as 
Tellers  of  the  Exchequer :  as  well  as  all 
Proceedings  of  the  Treasury  thereupon. 

No.  1. — ^The  Marquisses  Buckingham 
and  Camdbn,  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

Exchequer,  Nov.  21, 1812. 
Sir;  under  the  impression  which  we 
calertain  of  the  encreased  sacrificeib  to 
which  the  country  will  in  all  probability 
be  called  by  the  pressure  upon  its  re- 
aources,  in  a  moment  of  unexampled  ex- 
pence  and  difficulty ;  we  are  anxious  to 
express,  through  ^oq,  our  desire  and  inten- 
iioa  of  contribotmg  our  Yoluntary  aid  to 
the  expences  of  |he  wttr :  we  therefore  re- 
quest yw9  as'  tbr^gatar  official  channel 
of  comvunictttion  from  the  Exchequer  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
to  8ignif|r  to  them,  our  intention  of  paying 
la  aid  or  the  general  services  of  the  year, 
and  an  quarterly  payments,  one-third  of 
the  net  profits  arising  from  the  salary  and 
fees  of  our  respective  lellerships  of  the 
Exchequer.  We  propose,  and  mtend,  to 
continue  thlb  Toluntary  contribution  lor 
and  during  the  present  war;  and  to  com- 
nonce  h  from  om  after  the  present  quar- 
ter ending  on  the  5(h  of  January  next 
We  haw  the  honour  to  be,  he. 

(Signed)  NOOBNT  BuCKmOHAM, 

Candbm* 


Tdkn  qf  the  Ex^eqiia>^ 
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No,  2.*-TrBASURT  MlNUTB,  24tfa  No- 

<     vemberl8l2. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  lays 
before  the  Board,  a  letter  addressed  to  him 
by  the  marquisses  of  Buckingham  and 
Camden,  dated  21st  inst.  in  which  theT 
state,  "  that  under  the  impressions  which 
they  entertain  of  the  encreased  sacrifices 
to  which  the  country  will  in  all  probabi* 
lity  be  called  by  the  pressure  upon  its  re- 
sources in  a  moment  of  unexampled  ex* 
pence  and  difficolty,  they  are  anxious  to 
express,  through  him,  their  desire  and  ia- 
tentiod  of  contributing  their  voluntary  aid 
to  the  expences  of  the  war ;  they  therefore 
request  him,  as  the  regular  official  channel 
of  communication  from  the  Exchequer  to 
this  Board,  to  signify  to  us  their  intention 
of  paying,  in  aid  of  the  general  services  of 
the  year,  and  in  quarterly  payments,  one- 
third  of  the  net  profiu  arismg  from  the 
salary  and  fees  of  their  respective  teller* 
ships  of  the  Exchequer;  and  that  tbey 
propose  and  intend  te  continue  this  to* 
luntary  contribution  for  and  during  the 
present  war ;  and  to  commence  it  from 
and  after  the  present  quarter  ending  the 
5th  January  next/' 

My  lords  read  the  21 8th  section  of  the 
Act  of  the  43d  of  the  King,  dip.  122,  Ah- 
recting  the  mode  and  receipt  and  appK* 
cation  of  the  voluntary  centribotions  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

My  lords  are  pleased  to  direct,  thai 
letters  be  written  te  the  marquis  of  Buck* 
ingham  and  marquis  Camden  respectively, 
expressing  to  them  the  high  sense  which 
their  lordships  entertein  of  their  publie 
spirited  and  patriotic  intention  of  contri* 
buting  one-third  of  the  net  profits  ef  the 
salary  and  fees  of  their  respective  teller- 
ships  of  the  Excheqtier,  in  aid  of  the  ge- 
neral services  of  the  year :  and  transmit- 
ing  to  them  respectirely  copies  of  the 
2ldth  section  of  the  said  Act;  and  re- 
questing their  lordships  will  be  pleased  te 
give  directions  that  the  said  voluntary  con- 
tributions may  be  paid  into  the  Bank, 
from  time  to  time,  conformably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  Act. 


No.  3.^-Ceo,  Habbison,  Esq.  to  the 
Marquisses  Buckingham  and  Cam- 
dbn. 

Tireasury  Chambers,  Not.  SO,  1811. 

My  lords ;   the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 

cbe<|oer  having  laid  before  the  Lords  Com- 

missioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treamry,  yoer 

lordship's  letter  ef  2  Ut  insC,  stating,  « iimt 
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under  the  iropreitieiis  which  vour  lord- 
ihips  entertain  of  the  encreated  sacriBces 
to  which  the  country  will*  in  all  probabi- 
lity, be  caHed  by  the  prearare  npon  its  re- 
soorcet,  in  a  moment  of  unexampled  ex- 
pence  and  diificahy,  yoor  lordthips  are 
anxioas  to  express,  throogh  him,  yoor  de- 
sires and  intentioa  of  contribnting  your 
▼olaniary  aid  to  the  expences  of  the  war, 
and  therefore  requesting  him,  as  the  re* 
iralar  official  channel  of  communication 
from  the  Exchequer  to  this  Bokrd,  to  sig* 
nify  to  this  Board  your  lordships  intention 
of  paying,  in  aid  of  the  general  serrices 
'of  the  year,  and  in  quarterly  paymentip 
one  thiid  of  the  net  profits  arising  from 
the  salary  and  fees  of  your  respectiTO  tel- 
lerships  of  the  Exchequer^  and  that  your 
lordships  propose  and  intend  to  continue 
this  f  olontary  contribution  for  and  during 
the  present  war^  and  V>  commence  it  from 
and  after  the  present  quarter  ending  5th 
of  January  next;''  I  have  it  in  command, 
from  my  lords,  lo  express  to  your  lord- 
ships, the  high  sense  which  they  entertain 
of  your  public  spirited  and  patriotic  in- 
tention, of  contributing  one  third  of  the 
net  profits  of  the  salary  and  fees  of  your 
respective  teilerships  or  the  Exchequer,  in 
aid  of  the  general  serrices  of  the  year  ; 
and  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords,  to 
transmit  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  218th 
section  of  the  Act  of  the  43d  of  the  King, 
cap.  122,  directing  the  mode  of  receipt 
and  application  of  voluntary  contributions 
for  the. purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war; 
and  to  request  your  lordships  will  be 
pleased  to  give  directions,  that  your  said 
voluntary  contributions  may  be  paid  into 
the  Bank  of  Eugland  from  time  to  time, 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Act.    I  am,  my  lords,  &c. 

G£o«  Haxxison. 

(Bndeaiire.) 

**  And  whereas  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
residing  out  of  Great  Briuin,  and  others, 
may  be  desirous  of  voluntarily  cootribu- 
tiM  towards  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  be 
it  forther  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawfol 
for  any  person  or  persons,  body  corpo- 
rate or  politic,  and  at  any  time  or  times 
during  tae  continuance  of  this  Act,  to  pay 
or  caose  to  be  paid  to  the  said  governor 
or  eompuiy ,  orto  their  cashier  or  cashiers, 
or  other  person  or  persons  to  be  authorised 
by  them,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  as 
and  for  a  voluntary  contribution,  for  the 
pvrpose  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  in 
Men  case,  loitquirD  a  conificata  or  ccf^ 


tificates  for  the  same,  acluiowled^in||  the 
payment  of  such  voluntary  contribution ; 
which  sums  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  for 
which  such  certificates  shall  be  required, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  volun* 
iary  contributions  of  such  persons,  body 
politic  or  corporate  respectively,  towards 
effecting  the  purposes  of  this  Adt,  and 
shall  be  applied  as  the  other  monies  paid 
into  the  Bank  of  England  by  virtue  ofthia 
Act  may  be  applied." 

No,  4.— The  Marquisses  Buckingbam 
and  Camden  to  Georgb  Haeeisov, 
Esq. 

Exchequer,  Dec  3d,  1812. 
Sir ;  in  consequence  of  the  desire  of 
the  Lorda  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
signified  to  us  in  your  letter  of  November 
90th,  we  have  this  day  given  the  necessary 
directioiis  that  the  voluntary  contributioa 
of  oDe4hird  of  the  net  prants  of  our  re- 
spective tellershipa  of  the  Exchequer,  shall 
be  paid  by  quarterly  paymenti^  from  time 
to  time  as  they  shall  accrue,  from  and 
after  the  present  quarter  ending  on  the  iih 
of  January  18J3,  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Iknk  of  En^and  or  their 
cashier,  in  tho  manner  directed  by  tho 
4Sd  of  tho  King,  cap.  122.:  which  we  re« 
quest  yon  to  commanicate  to  their  loni* 
ships.    Wo  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

nvgsnt  buckimcbaii, 

Camdev. 

No.5«— Tho  Marquisses  BucKWOtfAir 
and  Camden  to  the  Chamcbixm 
of  the  ExcHEavBE. 

KEchequer,  December  11,  ISI2« 
Sir;  as  it  is  ondenlood,  from  tiie  dis* 
cussions  that  liave  taken  place  in  tho 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of  tho 
public  revenues,  thai  the  expences  of  tho 
ensuing  year  will  probably  exceed  those 
of  the  present,  we  think  it  right,  in  expla* 
nation  of  the  letter  which  we  had  the  ho- 
nour of  addressing  to  you  on  the  21st  No* 
vember  last,  to  state  to  you,  for  the  infer* 
mation  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  tho 
Treasury,  that  if  in  any  year  during  the 
present  war,  the  net  profits  of  the  several 
fwM  and  salaries  received  in  our  ofices  in- 
the  Exchequer  should  exceed  those  of  the 
current  jrear,  it  is  our  intention,  in  every 
such  year,  to  pay  as  our  voluntary  coniri* 
bution  to  the  public,  in  addition  to  the 
one^third  of  our  profits  as  stated  in  that 
letter,  the  whole  of  such  excess  beyond 
the  net  receipts  of  the  present  year.  We 
have  the  honour  to  be,  %cc. 

NvoENT  Bcckuiobaii. 
Camobii. 
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No.  6.— Treasury  Minute  of  11th  De- 

centber,  1812. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  lays 
before  the  Board,  a-letter,  of  this  day's 
date,  which  he  has  received  from  the  mar- 
qoisses  of  BackiDgham  and  Camden,  as 
fellows : 

"  Sir ;  as  it  is  understood,  from  the  dis- 
cussions that  have  taken  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  revenue,  that  the  expences  of  the 
ensuing  year  will  probably  exceed  those 
of  the  present,  we  think  it  right,  in  expla- 
nation of  the  letter  which  we  had  the 
honour  of  addressing  to  you  on  the  20th 
of  November  last,  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  IVeasury,  that  if  in  any  year 
during  the  present  war,  the  net  profits  of 
the  several  fees  and  salaries  received  in  our 
offices  in  the  Exchequer,  should  exceed 
those  of  the  current  year,  it  is  our  inten- 
tion, in  every  such  year,  to  pay,  as  our 
voluntary  contribution  to  the  public,  in 
addition  to  the  one- third  of  our  profits, 
as  stated  in  that  letter,  the  whole  of  such 
excess  beyond  the  net  receipts  of  the  pre- 
lent  year/' 

My  lords  read  their  Minute  of  the  24th 
November  last,  and  the  letter  written  to 
the  marquisses  of  Buckingham  and  Cam- 
den in  pursuance  thereof. 

My  lords  are  pleased  to  direct,  that 
hittera  be  written  to  the  marquisses  Buck- 
ingham and  Camden,  respectively,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  this  communi- 
eation,  and  of  their  intention  still  further 
to  extend  their  public  spirited  and  pa- 
triotic contribution  to  the  expences  of  the 
war,  and  requesting  that  they  will  be 
pleased  to  pursue  the  same  course  with  re- 
gard to  this  excess,  as  with  respect  to  the 
originaT  contribution* 

Na  7.— George  Harrison,  esq.  to  the 
Marquisses  Buckingham  and  Cam- 
den. 

Treasury  Chambers,  Dec.  15, 18 12* 
My  lords ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
chequ^  having  laid  before  the  Lords 
Committioners  of  hia  Majesty'a  Treasury, 
your  lordships'  letter  of  the  1 1th  insUnt* 
atating,  ''that  as  it  is  understood,  from 
the  discussions  which  have  uken  place  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  revenue,  that  the  expences  of 
thb  ensuing  year  will  probably  exceed 
those  of  the  present  year,  your  lordships 
think  it  right,  in  explanation  to  your  letter 
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to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eschequer,  to  in- 
form my  lords,  that  if  in  any  year  during 
the  present  war  the  net  profits  of  the  se- 
veral fees  and  salaries  received  in  yoer 
lordships'  office*  in  the  Exchequer,  should 
exceed  those  of  the  current  year,  it  ia 
your  lordships'  intention  in  every  sucli 
year  to  pay,  as  your  voluntary  contribo* 
tions  to  the  public,  in  addition  to  the  one- 
third  of  your  profits,  as  stated  in  the  said 
letter  of  the  21st  uh,  the  whole  of  sucb 
excess  beyond  the  net  receipts  of  the  pre- 
sent year  j"  I  have  it  in  command  from 
my  lords,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  lordships  said  letter,  communicating 
your  intention  still  further  to  extend  yoor 
public  spirited  and  patriotic  contribotton 
10  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  to  request 
that  yoor  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  pur- 
sue the  same  course  with  regard  to  this  ex- 
ceu  as  with  respect  to  the  original  contri* 
botion.    I  am,  my  lords,  &c. 

Geo.  Haerisoiu 

HOUSE  OF  LORD9. 
nundi^f  Deeembar  17. 

The  Bishop  of  Chester  presented  a  Pe- 
tition from  the  clergy  and  certain  inhabi- 
tants of  Manchester  and  Salford,  against 
the  Catholic  Claims.  His  lordship  sutcd^ 
that  the  Petition  was  signed,  in  additkn  to 
the  clergy,  by  1,000  respectable  inhabi- 
tants and  several  dissenting  ministers.*-* 
The  Duke  of  Montrose  presented  a  Pe- 
tition from  the  corporation  and  inhabitants 
of  Grantham,  also  against  the  Catholic 
Claims*— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

» 

Invasion  op  Bussia.1  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool  presented  a  Message  from  the 
Prince  Begent,  expressing  his  toytl  high- 
ness's  desire  to  render  aid  to  the  people  of 
Russia,  suffering  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
vasion of  France,  and  recommending  to 
the  House  to  concur  in  that  object.  [See 
proceedings  of  the  Commons]. 

His  Royal  Highness's  Message  was  or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  consideration  t<»- 
morrow. 

iNPoaMATioNsEx-oPTicto.]  Lord  Boi^ 
tamd  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  at  an 
early  period  after  the  holidays,  to  present 
a  Bill  relative  to  £x*Officio  Informatiooe. 
The  noble  lord  suted,  that  he  should  not 
have  again'  pressed  this  subject  bad  hia 
former  Bill  been  under  the  consideration 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  House ;  hot  the 
&ct  wu,  it  WM  brought  forward  at  a  hun 
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period  of  the  seuion,  when  the  attendance 
was  thin,  and  therefore  he  proposed  to 
renew  the  meaiure  at  an  early  oI>portanity 
after  the  recess. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thunday,  December  17« 

pRiNCC  Rbcent's  Message  aaspECTr^G 
THE  Invasion  of  Russia.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Excl^eqaer  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent : 
«*  George  P.  R, 

•'The  Prince  Regent  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  «f  his  Majesty, 
faaTing  taken  into  bis  serious  consideration 
the  accounts  which  he  has  received  of  the 
aevere  distresses  to  which  the  inhabitants 
of  a  part  of  the  empire  of  Rauia  have 
been  exposed,  in  their  persons  and  pro- 
perty, in  consequence  of  the  unprovoked 
and  atrocious  invasion  of  that  country  by 
the  ruler  of  France,  and  of  the  exemplarjr 
and  extraordinary  magnanimity  and  forti- 
tode  with  which  they  have  submitted  to 
the  greatest  privations  and  sufferings  in 
the  defence  or  their  country,  and  the  ar- 
dent^ loyalty  and  unconquerable  spirit 
they  have  displayed  in  its  cause,  whereby 
results  have  been  produced  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  interests  of  this  kingdom 
and  to  the  general  cause  of  Europe,  re- 
commends to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
enable  his  Royal  Highness,  in  aid  of  the 
contributions  which  nave  been  commenced 
within  the  Russian  empire,  for  this  purpose, 
to  afford  to  the  suffering  subjects  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's good  and  great  ally  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  such  speedy  and  effectual  relief 
as  may  be  suitable  to  this  most  interesting 
occasion.  G.  P.  R.** 

The  CkanctUor  ^  the  Exchequer,  when 
the  Message  was  read,  proposed  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Mr.  JFkUhread  said,  that  we  ought  to 
begin  by  relieving  our  own  starving  manu- 
facturers, as  he  saw  no  reason  why,  in  this 
instance,  charity  should  not  begin  at  home. 

Sir  F»  Burdeu  said,  that  this  Message 
was  not  only  extraordinary,  but  insulting 
to  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  St^)hen  differed  much  from  the  hon. 
baronet,  and  thought  the  grant  recom- 
mended In  the  Message  advisable  in  the 
highest  degree. 

Mr.  Pdii$tmhy  said,  that  the  Message, 
whatever  might  be  iu  propriety,  appeared 
to  bim,  or  rather  came  upon  him,  as  ft 


matter  of  complete  novelty.  Though 
some  of  his  friends  might  have  done  so,  he 
confessed  that  he  had  not,  as  yet,  formed 
his  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  said,  that 
he  should  do  so  before  to-morrow. 

Earl  Temple  said,  though  he  had  not  as 
yet  decided,  that,  at  present,  the  strong 
inclination  of  his  mind  was  to  Support  the 
grant. 

Mr.  Loekari  spoke  in  support  of  the 
grant,  and  was  hostile  to  the  remarks  of 
Uie  hon.  baronet. 

The  Message  was  then  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply  to* 
morrow.  

flOUSR  OF   LORDS. 
FrMoy,  December  18. 

EXCBANOS      or    PaiSONEES.   —    StAVt 

Teadb.]  Lord  Holland  expressed  a  wish 
to  put  questions  to  the  noble  earl  op- 
posite upon  two  subjects  to  which  he  had 
adverted  in  a  former  session.  With  re- 
spect to  the  African  Slave  Trade,  six  years 
had  now  elapsed  since  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  bad  united  in  a  wish  that  ap- 
plications should  be  made  to  foreign 
powers  to  procure  the  abolition  of  that  m- 
numan  traffic.  He  lamented,  however, 
to  observe,  that  the  trade  still  continued 
to  be  carried  on  under  the  flags  of  our  al- 
lies, Spain  and  Portugal,  but  he  feared 
with  a  large  proportion  of  British  capital. 
He  was  anxious  to  know  what  steps  had 
been  taken,  making  use  of  the  influence 
which  we  must  naturally  have  in  the  coun- 
cils of  those  allies,  to  procure  the  abolition 
of  this  disgracefbl  traffic,  and  whether, 
after  the  lapse  of  so  long  a  period,  any  ne- 
gociation  upon  this  point  had  at  last  been 
nearly  brought  to  a  termination  ?  He  did 
not  mean  to  impute  neglect  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  but  it  could  not  escape 
notice,  that  the  majority  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's council  was  now  composed  of  those 
who  were  hoitile  to  the  abolition  of  this 
trade.— With  respect  to  an  Exchange  of 
Prisoners,  he  was  also  anxious  to  know 
whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  subse- 
quent to  the  last  negociation,  with  a  view 
to  the  attainment  of  this  object ;  and  whe- 
ther if  it  was  found  not  attainable  con- 
sistently with  the  honour  and  interests  of 
the  country,  it  was  not  intended  by  mi* 
nisters  to  institute  an  investigation  into  the 
causes  which  had  prevented  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object,  so  essential  to  the  ia- 
tereats  of  humanity  ? 

The  Earl  of  Zrprrpoo/ stated,  with  re- 
gard to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  that 
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.every  effort  had  been  mede  by  tbe  Prince 
Begeni't  government,  consistently  with 
the  bonpur  and  huteretts  of  tbe  country, 
to  effect  an  object,  which,  in  every  point 
of  view,  was  to  bighly  desirable,  bnt  nn- 
foiuinately  in  vain*  That  no  propo- 
gition  had  lately  been  made  by  the  enemy 
was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  events 
which  had  occurred  during  the  last  six 
jnonths.  As  to  tbe  Slave  Trade,  however 
hostile  be  had  been  to  the  abolition  of  it, 
nevertheless  when  that  abolition  had  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land,  he  became  as 
nosiousas  anyone,  that  foreign  powers 
should  also  abolish  tbe  tra6Sc.  He  assnred 
their  lordships  that  this  object  bad  not 
been  lost  sight  of  by  any  of  the  govern- 
ments in  power  since  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature. There  h^d  been,  however,  great 
difficulties  to  encounter  in  the  progress  of 
the  negociatton,  but  with  one  of  the 
powers  alluded  to,  tbe  negociation  was  in 
a  train  to  lead  him  to  hope  that  it  would 
speedily  be  brought  to  a  successful  termi- 
nation. With  the  other  power  greater 
difficulties  had  occurred,  from  the  un- 
settled state  of  its  government ;  but  the 
object  had  not  been  lost  sight  of,  nor 
would  any  e£Ebrt  be  wanting  on  tbe  part 
of  minister!,  to  bring  the  negociation  to 
a  successfql  termination. 

» 

pRivcB  Rbobnt*s  Mbssagb  bbrfbctimg 
THB  Invasion  of  Russia,]  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  taking  into  consideration 
the  Prince  Rejp[ent's  Message  respecting 
the  Invasion  of  Russia^ 

The  Earl  of  lAoerpool  said,  that  in  risins 
to  move  an  Address  in  answer  to  his  Roysd 
Highnesses  most  gracious  Message,  he 
ahooM  perhaps  have  thought  it  only  neces- 
sary to  move  the  Addreu,  leaving  to  that 
feeling  which  he  was  satisfied  actuated 
tbe  great  msjority  of  that  House  and  the 
country,  to  express  a  concurrence  in  an 
object,  which  embodied,  so  many  senti- 
ments congenial  with*  and  characteristic 
of  genuine  British  feeling.  Understand- 
ing, however,  that  elsewhere  some  senti- 
ment bad  been  expressed  hostile  to  the 
purpose  of  the  Messa^,  he  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  draw  the  attention  of  tbe  House  to 
the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  it 
A  greater  exertion  had  been  made  by  the 
ruler  of  France  against  Russia,  than  he  had 
put  forth  against  any  other  power.  He 
bad  entered  Russia  with  a  force  of  not  less 
than  S60«000  men,  including  60,000  ca« 
valry,  and  this  at  a  time  when,  from  va- 
tiotts  ciicamstanceiw  not  now  to  be  entered 
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into,  one  of  which,  however,  was  the  delay 
which  arose  ui  making  peace  with  the 
Turks,  which  detained  a  large  portion  of 
the  Russian  force  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
empire,  the  Russian  army  was  numerically 
inferior  to  the  invading  army  of  France. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  advice 
waa  followed  which  had  been  given  frMn 
various  quarters,  bat  particularly  by  tbe 
gallant  commander  of  our  armies  in  tiie 
neninsnla,  to  act  upon  a  defensive  svstea. 
In  conformity  with  this  system,  the  Kianian 
troops  retreated,  but  in  a  manner  that 
gave  birth  to  the  most  sanguine  hope  of 
the  events  which  ultimately  followed. 
During  the  course  of  the  retreat  not  a  corpi 
w|u  cut  o£^  nor  a  detachment  made  priso- 
ners, except  in  partial  conflicts.  At 
length  the  opportunity  arrived  for  ofien- 
sive,  operations,  and  the  events  that  fol- 
lowed were  already  before  the  public  To 
give  effisct  to  this  offensive  system,  the 
greatest  sacrifices  had  been  made.  There 
was  no  example  in  modern  warfive  of  so 
great  and  magnanimous  a  sacrifioe  as  that 
of  the  burning  of  Moscow.  Look  at  a  p<H 
pulation  of  800,000  perHms,  voluntarily 
quitting  their  homes,  and  sacrificing  their 
bouses  and  their  property,  in  order  that 
Moscow  might  not  aflord  quarters  and  be- 
come a  plaoc  of  arms  for  the  enemy*  It 
was  not  merely,  however,  at  Moscow^  that 
these  sacrifices  were  made,  but  hundreds 
of  villages  were  destroyed,  upon  the  ap* 
proach  of  the  enemy,  by  tbe  inhabitaoK, 
who,  after  making  this  sacrifice,  in  nup 
merous  instanoea*  retired  into  the  adjoining 
woods,  and  returned  with  whatever  arms 
they  could  procure  to  encounter  the  in- 
vaders of  their  country.  In  every  other 
instance  of  an  invasion  by  the  French 
arms,  except  in  the  peninsula,  the  people 
had  stood  for  nothing  ;  in  Russia  they  had 
stood  for  every  thing— actuated  by  an 
universal  spirit  of  patriotism,  they  had  vo- 
luntarily made  the  greatest  sacrifices,  they 
had  oftred  up  every  selfish  constderalion, 
every  sentiment  of  mere  personal  enjoy* 
ment,  every  private  object,  at  the  shrine  of 
their  country*  In  these  sacrifices,  and  in 
such  a  contest,  it  was  evident,  that  much 
individual  misery  must  have  been  endnr* 
ed.  To  contribute  in  some  degree  to  the 
alleviation  of  that  misery  the  generoeity 
of  Britons  was  called  upon-^a  |^eneroaity 
which  was  characteristic  of  British  feeling 
in  all  its  warmest  impulses,  where  no  other 
consideration  intervened.  But  here,  to 
the  feelings  of  generosity,  everv  consi- 
deration of  intereat  was  added.    W by  did 
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France  invade  RoMia }  not  for  the  sake  of 
in? ading  Rosaia,  but  because  Russia  would 
not  adhere  to  the    continental   system; 
because  the  government  of  Russia  would 
not  consent  to  exclude  from  her  ports  the 
produce  of  our  industry.      Great  Britain 
wasy  therefore,  attacked  through  the  me- 
dium of  Russia,  and  to  look  at  the  question 
merely  in  a  mercantile  point  of  ?iew,  the 
greatest  benefit  had  already  accrued  to 
our  commercial  interests  from  the  Russian 
•uccesses.    Was  it  nothing  to  have  the 
market  of  36.000,000  of  people  ?  Already 
bad  our  commercial  interests  been  mate- 
rially   benefited.      The    great    interests 
connected  with  our  colonies,  had  cTcperi- 
enced  the  advantage  flowidg  from  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  all  colonial  produce ;  our 
manufacturing  interests  had  been  benefited 
by  the  increased  demand  for  the  produce 
of  their  industry.    Every  channel  of  com> 
mecce  had  received  fresh  life  and  vigour, 
through    the  successes  of  the   Russians. 
Looking  at  the  question,  therefore,  in  the 
narrowest  point  of  view,  the  proposed  aid 
was  eminently  called  for — but  in  bow  much 
greater  a  degree,  from  other  causes,  and 
other  feelings  ?    Had  it  been  merely  a 
check  to  that  torrent  of  ambition  which 
had  deluged  so  many  other  countries,  still 
he  would  have  contended  for  the  grant ; 
but  here,  where  British  interests  were  con* 
cerned  in  the  contest— wh^re  British  in- 
terests were  so  materially  benefited  by 
the  result — how  much  more  was  such  an 
aid  called  for  ?    Let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  he  was  insensible  to  the  privations  and 
the  sufferings  of  the  people  of  this  country ; 
but  let  it  be  recollected  that  here  we  were 
exempt  from  the  actual  calamities  of  war. 
The  sending  oat  fleets  and  armies  on  fo- 
reign expeditions,  or  the  taxation  conse- 
quent upon  war,  were  as  nothing,  com- 
pared with  those  calamities  which  arose 
nom  a  country  being  made  the    actual 
theatre  of  war.      From  these  horrors  we 
were  exempted,  but  let  ns  look  with  an 
eye  of  generosity  to  those  who  were  suf- 
fering all  the  horrors  of  such  a  calamity. 
Was  tt  not  of  importance  to  shew  a  dispo- 
aition  to  aid  the  suffering  people  of  Russia, 
and  therebv  cement  the  union  of  the  two 
powers  ?  llie  French  in  their  invasion  of 
Russia,  by  the  cruelties  they  had  com- 
oiitted,  and  by  the  sacrilegious  destruction 
of  their  sacred  edifices,  bad  inspired  the 
Russians  with  a  detestation  which  would 
not  only  be  felt  by  those  now  in  existence, 
but  by  generations  still  unborn.     Was  it 
not  of  importance  then>  by  the  aid  af« 
(  VOL.  2tXlV. ) 


forded  by  this  country,  to  fix  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Russian  nation  in  unison  with 
our  own,  and  thus  cement  the  union  of  the 
two  governmenu  ?  The  noble  earl  con« 
eluded  by  moving  an  Address  of  concur- 
rence, and  mentioning  that  the  sum  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  was  200,000/.  The 
higher  ranks  in  Russia  had  begun  a  con<» 
tributjon  which  this  sum  was  intended  to 
aid. 

Lord  Holland  nev^r  felt  himself  more 
embarrassed  than  upon  the  present  occa- 
casion,  and  had  it  not  been  an  established 
rule  with  him,  never  to  shrink  from  hia 
parliamentary  duty,  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred heing  absent.  His  embarrassment 
arose  from  this,  that  he  thought  the  propo* 
sition  impolitic,  but  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  be  unwise  and  unsafe  to  reject  it* 
He  perfectly  agreed  with  the  noble  earl  in 
his  praise  of  the  patriotisn^of  the  Russian 
nation,  and  this  praise  was  more  particu« 
larly  applicable  to  the  peasantry,  who  in 
sacrificing  the  produce  of  their  earnings, 
had  not  the  consolation  of  those  feelinga 
which  were  inseparable  from  the  soldier, 
but  were  actuated  solely  by  motives  of  pure 
patriotism.  He  could  not,  however,  agree 
in  the  propriety  of  the  mode  proposed, 
nor  did  he  see  that  the  aid  could  consis- 
tently be  afforded.  If  such  a  sum  was 
disposable  for  this  purpose,  why  had  it  not 
been  applied  to  replenish  lord  Welling- 
ton's military  chest ;  and  might  not  tha 
emperor  of  Russia  say,  if  this  money  had 
been  applied  in  time  to  replenish  lord 
Wellington's  military  chest,  it  would 
have  been  of  greater  advantage  tp  my 
cause  than  sending  it  now  to  me  ?  The 
only  argument  that  could  induce  him 
to  accede  to  the  proposition,  was  that 
used  by  the  noble  lord,  of  shewing  a  dis- 
position to  aid  the  Russian  nation.  He 
agreed  that  this  was  of  importance,  and  he 
trusted,  at  the  same  time,  that  in  the  al- 
liance of  the  courts  of  Petersburgh  and 
London,  there  was  a  perfect  understand- 
ing as  to  their  objects,  not  only  as  to  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  but  as  to  the  means  of 
bringing  about  a  secure  peace.  Whether 
the  emperor  of  France  should  escape  or 
not,  he  trusted  that  the  evenu  that  had 
happened  would  clear  the  way  for  that  si- 
tuation of  affairs,  which  might  render  a 
peace  upon  secure  grounds,  less  difficult  of 
attainment ;  and  that  upon  this  point 
there  was  a  thorough  understanding  be- 
tween the  courts  of  Petersburgh  and  Lon- 
don. For  such  an  object,  so  highly  to  be 
desired,  he  anxiously  looked  to  the  effects 
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bf  thii  alliance,  nor  would  he  for  a  inomeist 
Pappose,  that  any  intention  existed  of  en- 
deavooring  to  force  any  other  goTernfnent 
ixpon  France ;  Which  could  only  have  the 
effect  of  rousing  against  us  the  yet  re- 
maining  considerable  resources  of  that 
power.'  With  respect  to  the  proposition 
how  made,  it  must  rest  upon  the  responsi- 
%iKty  of  ministers.  He  did  not  think 
enough  had  been  laid  before  the  House  to 
shew  the  propriety  of  the  grant,  but  he 
was  willing  to  believe  that  ministers  had 
in  their  possession  information  to  warrant 
the  propositiotl.  If  any  hint  had  been 
given  to  ministers  that  such  a  grant  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  Russian  government, 
or  the  Russian  nation,  then  he  should  not 
liesitate  a  moment  in  agreeing  to  it.  Under 
-this  impression,  be  would  not  withhold  hia 
"vote  from  tbte  proposition. 

The  Address  was  agreed  to  nem.  duk 

Gold  Coin  Bill.]  On  the  order  of 
'the  day  being  read,  for  going  into  a  Com* 
'mittee  on  this  Bill, 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdofume  expressed  a 
wish,  that  the  Bill  bad  been  divided  into 
two.  To  one  pari  of  it  he  was  disposed 
to  agree,  namely,  that  which  respected 
distress  for  rent ;  it  was  true,  it  was  a  part 
of  a  faulty  system,  but  it  wa»  certainly  ne- 
cessary to  protect  tenants  from  oppres- 
sion in  being  called  upon  to  do  that  which 
would  be,  under  present  circumstances,  a 
violation  of  the  original  contract  with  the 
landlord  ;  for  thou§fn  a  noble  friend  of  his 
IP  calling  for  rents  in  specie,  had  laid 
down  rules  which  were  perfectly  equitable, 
yet  other  landlords  might  not  be  actuated 
by  the  same  equity.  So  far,  therefore, 
he  agreed  in  the  measure;  but  to  the 
other  part  of  the  Bill,  which  went  in  fact 
to  declare,  that  no  person  should  part  with 
gold,  except  for  less  than  its  vaHSe,  nor  take 
paper  except  for  more  than  its  value,  he 
considered  it  as  a  system  pregnant  with 
incalculable  mischief.  He  would  not  now 
enter  into  the  question  of  depreciation  ; 
but  confine  himself  to  the  more  immediate 
object  of  the  Bill,  and  he  contended  that 
it  was  perfectly  absurd  to  attempt  by  a 
legislative  proTision  to  give  a  currency  to 
paper,  which  was  not  worth  the  value  aet 
upon  it.  Similar  expedients  had  been 
the  resort  of  all  weak  and  tyrannical  go- 
'  vemrnents,  and  had  snccessively  failed. 
The  natural  consequence  was,  the  driving 
all  the  gold  out  of  the  market,  apd  thus 
precluding  the  means  of  returninff  to  pay- 
mtnta  h  specie.    What  good  bap  beta  cf- 
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fected  by  resorting  to  this  measure  ?  Had 
it  tended  to  support  the  war  in  the  penin* 
sula  r  It  was  a'well  known  fact,  on  the 
contrary,  that  ministers  had  been  unable 
to  send  a  requisite  supply  in  specie  to  lord 
Wellington,  and  that  his  lordship  had  only 
been  enabled  to  procure  a  supply  from  the 
circumstance  of  there  being  two  prices  in 
Portugal,  a  gold  price  and  a  paper  price. 
Had  a  similar  legislative  enactment  to  this 
prevailed  in  Portugal  the  supply  could  not 
have  been  obtained*  Thus  it  wonldbe 
seen  that  it  was  only  upon  the  principle 
of  two  prices  that  our  army  was  supplied 
In  the  peninsula,  a  principle  which,  in 
fact,  prevaifbd  in-thia  country,  but  in  in- 
e&ctually  endeavouring  to  coonteract 
which  by  this  measure,  ministers  had  pre* 
eluded  the  means  of  adequately  supplying 
our  army  there  from  hence.  The  same 
principle  also  of  two  prices  prevniled  in 
Canada,  where  100,000^.  in  Bank  iMes 
had  been  sent,  and  had  been  discounted, 
being  taken  at  the  rate  of  14s.  in  the 
pound.  Impressed  with  the  idea  of  the 
futility  of  enacting  what  was  in  itself  ab- 
surd, and  in  its  consequences  mischievous, 
as  it  could  not  prevent  the  two  prices 
which  it  was  its  object  to  counteract,  and 
as  it  operated  by  driving  the  gold  out  of  the 
market  to  prevent  a  return  to  a  sound  and 
healthy  circulation,  he  intended  to  have 
taken  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  a  mo- 
tion for  dividiag  the  Bill  into  two  ;  but  as 
the  House  was  thinly  attended,  he  ahonld 
not  put  It  to  the  vote. 

The  Earl  of  Clancarty  contended,  that 
the  most  mischievous  consequences  would 
result  from  having  two  prices,  and  that 
the  supply  to  our  army  in  the  peninsula 
was  best  secured  by  the  present  measure. 

The  Bill  then  passed  through  the  Com- 
mittee. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Fridmft  December  18. 

PaiNCB  Rbgeiit*s  Mbssaob  bob  Rx- 
LiBr  TO  TBB  Inhabitants  op  Russia.] 
The  HofMU  reflolved  itself  into  »  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  to  which  the  Message  of 
the  Prince  liegent  respecting  the  invaaion 
of  Russia  was  referred.  The  Message 
beioff  read. 

The  Ckamxihr  qf  ike  Exckeyner  then 
said,  that  had  it  not  been  for  some  intima- 
tions of  intended  opposition  which  the 
reading  of  the  Message  had  produced  last 
night,  ne  shoold  have  left  the  question  he 
was  about  to  propoae  to  be  decided  by  tbe 
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unbiassed  judgmenl  and  feelings  of  the 
Hoilse,  witb  scarcely  any  aUempt  at  ob- 
servation. He  still  hoped  that  iburoand- 
twenty •hours  reflection  might  have  con> 
vinced  the  gentlemen  from  whom  those 
intimations  proceeded*  of  the  propriety  of 
the  measure  recommended  by  hisJtoyal 
Highness;  and  in  that  hope  he  should 
trespass  but  a  short  time  on  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  and  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  every  topic  upon  which  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  could  be  entertained^ 
because  he  felt  that  nothing  could  add  so 
much  to  the  grace  and  dignity  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, or  stamp  so  much  value  on*  the 
gift  which  it  was  proposed  to  bestow,  as 
its  being  sanctioned  ^y  the  unanimous 
▼oice  of  the  Commons  of  the  United  King- 
dom. 

He  first  felt  himself  bound  to  give  some 
account  of  the  parUcular  time  at  which  the 
measure  was  proposed,  because  some  gen- 
tlemen had  spoken  of  it  as  a  surprize  upon 
^e  House,  and  appeared  ti>  think  that  it 
was  on  that  account  objectionable.  It 
was,  indeed,  in  one  sense,  a  surprize,  not 
only  upon  the  House,  but  upon  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  ;  for  it  arose  out  of  events 
which  could  not  have  been  anticipated, 
and  the  intelligence  of  which  had  but  just 
reached  this  country;  events  of  the  most 
important  and  gratifying,  yet,  ia  some 
jrespects,  of  the  most  melancholy  nature. 
While  the  aneny  remained  upon  the  Rus- 
sian tervitory  it  was  obvious  that  no  relief 
of  the  kind  now  proposed  could  have  been 
affi>rded  ;  because  it  could  neither  have 
been  administered  with  certainty,  nor  en* 
joyed  in  security.  But  we  have  now  the 
satisfaction  to  know,  that  the  French  armies 
have  been  driven  with  discomfiture  and 
disgrace  from  the  limits  of  the  Unssian  em* 
pire.  This,  he  hoped,  would  sufficiently 
account  for  the  grant  not  being  proposed 
at  an  earlier  seasoUi  and  be  thought  it 
woald  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman  that 
it  could  not  be  delayed,  wimout  losing  the 
grace  and  merit  of  a  spontaneous  gift,  and 
sacrificing  the  dignity  of  the  House,  whom 
it  became  rather  to  lead  than  to  follow  the 
iaspulse  of  public  opinion:  for  he  was 
convinced  that#  if  parliament  were  even 
for  a  few  days  to  hesitate,  the  feelings  of 
tfao  people  ef  this  country  would  be  so  ea> 
cited  as  to  break  out  in  some  voluntary 
acta  of  public  generosity,  and  parliament 
mi^ht  be  compelled  to  imitate  an  example 
which  at  better  became  them  to  give. 

Tbe  iolelligence,  however,  to  which  he 
Aore  parlicalacly  alluded*  as  rendering 


this  measure  expedient,  was-  that  of  % 
subscription  entered  into  at  Petersbucgb, 
at  the  head  of  which  the  Empcesses  and 
the  rest  of  the  royal  family  had  placed 
themselves,  for  the  relief  of  the  greatest 
sufferers  by  the  French  invasion.  Till  tbia 
step  was  taken,  it  might  have  be^  doubted 
whether  there  were  any  practicable  mean* 
of  admiuistering  those  comforts  which  tha 
liberality  of  this  country  must  wish  to  sup* 
ply>  but  wbich  would  now  be  easy  of  ap- 
plication through  the  medium  of  the  cQzor 
mittees  appointed  for  that  purpose  in 
Russia,  who  would  enquire  into  particular, 
cases,  and  apply  relief  where  it  most  was 
needed,  with  the  same  anxious  solicitude 
and  discriminating  care  wRich  had  beea 
so  often  displayed  in  similar  cases  in  this 
country. 

In  what  manner  the  relief  should  be  ap- 
plied, whether  in  money  or  in  any  supply 
of  necessary  articles,  or  by  a  due  mixture^' 
of  both  modes*  he  could  not  at  the  OMment 
be  prepared  to  state.  It  might  be  proper 
on  this  subject  to  leave  much  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  our  ambassador  at  the  court  oC 
Petersborgfa,  and  at  all  events  to  consult 
him  upon  the  subject ;  in  which  no  timo 
need  be  lost,  as  the  ambassador  might  ba 
instructed  to  make  such  advances  as  were 
necessary,  upon  account. 

With  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  sumt 
he  was  aware  that  it  could  not  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  extended  misery,  to 
the  alleviation  of  which  it  was  to  be  di- 
rected. On  the  other  hand,  it  would  not 
become  the  liberality  of  this  ^country  to 
ofier  to  our  allies,  suffering  in  our  cause 
and  the  general  cause  of  Europe^  not  Uss 
than  in  their  own,  a  scanty  and  penurious 
grant.— Allies  he  repeated,  suffering  in  our 
cause,  as  well  as  in  their  own,  for  the  con^* 
test  in  which  Russia  was  engaged,  was  not 
merely  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  political  interests  of  Great  Britain,  but 
immediately  connected  with  the  direct  in-* 
terests  of  those  manufacturing  bodies 
whoie  sufferings  had  been  invidiously 
stated  as  an  objection  to  the  grant.  Tba| 
the  manufacturers  had  suffered  from  manj^ 
causes,  and  especially  from  the  loss  of  tlu| 
American  trade,  he  was  far  from  denying ; 
but  the  glorious  successes  of  the  Russian 
arms  appeared  to  offer  an  ample  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  the  American  market, 
in  the  extended  markets  of  Europe,  which 
now  seemed  about  to  open  to  their  industry. 
In  this  point  of  view  he  was  persuaded 
that  those  manufacturers  who  bad  been 
alluded  to,  would  be  amoug  the  first  to  ap« 
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prove  this  grants  as  ^a  tribute  of  gratitude 
for  those  heroic  exertions  to  which  they 
were  so  greatly  indebted.  -  Every  day, 
and  even  every  hour  brooght  intelligence 
of  the  reviving  activity  which  these  suc- 
cesses had  infused  into  British  commerce. 
The  sum  he  was  about  to  propose  was 
200,(K)0/.,  a  larger  amount  than  had  ever 
before  been  voted  by  parliament  for  a  si- 
snilar  purpose,  but  which  the  occasion  re- 
quired to  be  larger,  because  the  sufiferings 
were  more  extensive,  and  the  self-devotion 
and  heroism  which  bad  marked  the  con* 
duct  of  those  who  endured  it,  unequalled, 
he  believed,  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 
"With  regard  to  the  extent  of  suflTering,  it 
was  sufficient  to  view  upon  the  map  the 
wide  range  of  country  to  which  devastation 
had  been  spread,  and  to  reflect  that  a  great 
and  ancient  capital  with  many  other  towns 
had  been  destroyed,  and  that  throughout 
80  extensive  a  tract  scarcely  a  private 
dwelling  remained  to  shelter  its  lately 
peaceful  and  secure  inhabitants.  Thou- 
sands, he  feared  he  might  even  say  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  were  driven  houseless 
into  the  forests,  exposed  to  all  the  rigours 
of  a  Ruyian  winter,  and  this  they  willingly 
endured,  rather  than  betray  the  honour  of 
their  country  and  submit  to  the  domination 
of  a  foreign  invader.  It  was  to  relieve  this 
great  and  complicated  misery  that  be 
called  upon  the  House  of  Commons  to  step 
forward.  To  relieve  it  entirely  was,  in- 
deed, beyond  human  power ;  but  much 
might  be  done  by  the  liberality  of  their 
•sympathizing  countrymen  united  with  the 
bounty  of  this  nation,  and  it  was,  in  all 
events,  a  consolation  to  the  afflicted  to 
Icnow,  that  there  were  hearts  which  felt 
for  their  woe,  and  were  ready  to  adminis- 
ter to  their  wants.  We  must  not  forget 
the  difference  between. the  price  of  neces- 
sary articles,  and  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple in  Russia  and  here,  and  that  a  sum 
which  might  here  appear  inconsiderable, 
would  there  afford  a  seasonable  and  valu- 
able supply.  The  sum,  however,  which 
he  was  about  to  propose,  could  not,  in  an^ 
sense,  be  called  inconsiderable,  and  be 
trusted  it  would  be  found  most  extensively 
useful.  But  whatever  opinion  might  be 
entertained  on  tbis  point,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  disposition  to  assist  the 
distress  of  the  Russians^  which  this  pro- 
ceeding would  evince,  must  carry  satis- 
faction to  every  heart  in  Russia^  and  tend 
to  bind  the  closer  those  habits  of  connec- 
tion which  common  interests  and  long  ex- 
perience pointed  out  m  so  advantageous 
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to  both.  He  trusted  that  it  would  lay  the 
foundation  of  an  alliance  more  durable 
and  more  closely  cemented  than  any  po- 
litical or  diplomatic  ^arrangement  could 
frame.  Evrry  traveller  who  had  visited 
Russia  would  bear  witness  how  much  the 
heart^of  the  people  were  actuated  by  good 
will  towards  this  country ;  and  be  trusted 
that  this  feeling  would  now  receive  greater 
force.  Their  gratitude  would  more  than 
equal  our  liberality ;  and  on  these  grtfUnds, 
without  further  trespassing  on  the  patience 
of  the  committee,  and  leaving  the  question 
rather  to  their  own  feelings  and  juagmeiit, 
upon  facts  of  unquestionable  notoriety, 
than  endeavouring  by  any  argument  of 
his  to  persuade  thenkto  the  vote,  he  be^ed 
leave  to  conclude  by  moving, "  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  sum 
of  200,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  afford  relief  to  such 
parts  of  the  Russian  empire  as  have  suf- 
fered from  the  invasion  of  the  enemy/' 

Mr.  Fonsonby  declared,  that  it  certainly 
was  his  intention  to  vote  for  the  proposed 
grant,  but  it  was  not  on  account  of  any  of 
the  reasons  stated  by  the  right  hon.  geo- 
tleman,  nor  was  it  because  the  terms  in 
which  the  Message  was  conceived^  were 
such  as  were  most  likely  to  induce  the 
House  to  comply  with  its  requesL  The 
Message  stated  the  wish  of  the  govern* 
ment  to  be,  to  aflbrd  "  speedy  relief  to 
the  suffering  Russians ;  and  after  tbis  de- 
claration, the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  said,  that  before  any 
relief  could  be  granted,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  communicate  with  our  arabas* 
sador  at  Petersburgb;  so  that  it  would 
arrive  at  the  end  of  the  winter,  when  it 
would  be  unnecessary.  Efiectual  relief 
was  held  out  as  attainable;  but  it  would 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  country,  not 
only  if  it  were  as  liberal  but  as  eztrava* 
gant,  4s  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
could  wish,  to  aflbrd  it.  But  though  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  the  relief  to  the  8af« 
ferers  would  neither  be  speedy  nor  efiec- 
tual, he  should  not  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed srant.  But  he  voted  for  it,  not 
under  the  supposition  that  any  of  it  wookl 
go  to  the  Russian  peasant,  but  as  a  present 
to  the  Russian  emperor,  and  lest  we  should 
seem  to  manifest  a  coldness  or  backward- 
i^ess  with  respect  to  the  noble  struggle  in 
which  he  was  engaged.  Thinking  thii% 
he  did  not  like  the  cant  of  tbis  begging 
Message,  which  came  to  the  House  under 
the  hypocritical  pretence  of  asking  alms  for 
the  people*  For  the  soiierings  of  the  people 
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of  this  comitiy,  he  fell  as  much  as  any  man; 
and  if  the  qaestion  were  simply,  to  take  a 
torn  from  the  soflferers  of  England  to  gWe  to 
those  of  Russia,  be  should  give  it  his  nega- 
tive. The  distresses  in  England,  it  might 
he  proper  to  remark,  thoogh  brooght  on 
partly  by  causes  beyond  the  controul  of 
gOTemment,  had  been  in  part  eaosed  by 
circumstances  which  it  woold  have  been 
in  their  power  to  prevent.  If  speedy  and 
conciliatory  measures  had  been  adopted 
with  regard  to  America,  a  very  large  por« 
lion  of  this  distress  would  not  have  existed. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  session,  the  noble 
lord  opposite  (Castlereagh)  bad  said,  that 
the  most  efiectoal  way  of  assisting  Russia. 
— 4he  way  in  which  thai  country  wished  to 
be  assisted.— was.  by  efibru  in  Spain: 
that  noble  lord  had  also  said,  thateflforts  as 
great  as  the  power  of  the  country  woold 
admit  of  had  been  made;  that  the  manner 
in  which  that  campaign  had  ended,  was 
not  to  be  attributed  to  failure  on  the  part  of 
ministers,  but  to  the  limited  resources  of 
the  country;  that  the  country,  in  fact,  was 
unable  to  do  any  thing  more;  but  ntw 
came  this  proposition,  to  send  200.000f. 
not  to  assist  Spain,  but  Russia,  while  this 
last  power  wished  it  to  be  applied  to 
Spain.  He  appealed  to  every  gentleman 
present  whether  his  statement  of  what  had 
been  said  was  not  accurate.  He  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  ^11  means  had  been 
taken  by  the  government  to  render  the 
country  able  to  support  this  additional  ex- 
pence  r  The  Bill  which  had  been  brought 
forward  by  an  hon.  gentleman  during  the 
lass  session,  the  Sinecure  Bill,  would,  had 
it  passed,  have  afforded  enough  for  this 
grant.  It  might  be  said  that  the  Bill  had 
passed  that  House ;  but  though  it  might 
not  be  proper  to  allude  to  what  had  passed 
elsewhere,  he  could  not  help  remarking, 
that  if  ministers  were  as  earnest  in  then* 
wishes  for  the  abolition  of  useless  places, 
as  other  members  in  that  House,  the  event 
would  have  been  different;  or  thus  much 
of  the  session  would  not  have  passed, 
without  a  message  on  that  subject  from  the 
crown.  If.  however,  the  House  were  to 
negative  this  grant,  more  harm  woold  be 
done  to  the  sufferers  of  this  country,  than 
could  be  retrieved  by  the  possession  of 
the  1200.0001.  Russia  had  been  brought 
to  the  state  in  which  she  was.  by  refusing 
to  submit  to  the  continental  system ;  and 
if  the  result  of  the'struggle  were  to  enable 
her  to  keep  open  the  markets  of  that  vast 
empire  to  our  manofectores.  she  woold 
flooa  npay  the  ram  we  might  now  advance. 


This  he  admitted ;  and  if  the  noble  lord 
had  openly  come  forward,  and  stated  the 
necessity  of  it.  he  should  have  felt  pleasure 
in  concurring  in  the  grant.  But  in  saying 
this,  be  hoped  he  should  not  be  thought 
to  patronize  the  system  of  subsidizing., 
The  state  of  things  in  Russia  arose'  from 
her  having  engaged  in  this  virtuous  strug* 
gle  unbought  by  us.  The  situation  to 
which  she  would  have  been  reduced  by  an 
alliance  with  France,  ivas  before  her  eyes, 
and  without  communication  with  this 
Gooatry,  or.  if  with  communication,  he 
was  convinced,  without  assurance  of  sup- 
port,  she  nobly  took  her  part.  For  these 
reasons  he  should  support  the  vote ;  and 
he  was  anxious  that  it  might  be  seen  by 
the  distressed  manufacturers,  that  it  was 
not  from  any  insensibility  to  their  suffer- 
ings, that  the  vote  of  one  member,  at  least, 
was  determined,  but  by  a  sincere  convic- 
tion that  their  interests  would  have  been 
more  injured  than  served  by  refusing  thii 
grant. 

Mr.  Baihura  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  been  happy  ia  the 
selection  of  his  topics,  which  were  not 
reasons  against  the  grant,  but  insinuationa 
against  the  motives  of  those  who  had  in- 
troduced it.  The  word  "  speedy"  ap- 
plied, not  to  the  absolute  length  of  time, 
but  to  the  nature  of  the  case.  If.  on  com- 
munication with  our  ambassador  at  Petera- 
burgh,  relief  in  specie  should  be  judged 
expedient,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
making  it  immediate.  The  word  '*  effeo- 
tual"  had  been  applied,  not  to  the  relief 
afforded  by  this  government  alone,  but  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  Russia.  To  what 
pitch  the  munificence  of  Russia  might  ex- 
tend he  did  not  know,  but  he  hoped,  that 
in  conjunction  with  the  aid  afforded  by 
us.  it  would  be  effectual  to  the  great  ob- 
ject intended.  The  next  objection  was, 
that  it  would  go.  not  to  the  suflTerers.  but 
to  the  Russian  treasury,  and  under  Ibis 
persuasion,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  the  Message  properly  designated 
by  cant  or  bypborittcal.  which  terms  (had 
that  conception  been  correct),  would  not 
have  been  misapplied.  But  did  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  think,  that  the  paltry  sum 
of  200,000/.  could  be  thought  of  as  an  aid 
to  Russia  in  such  a  war  at  she  was  en- 
gaged \n)  The  next  objection  regarded 
Spain,  and  ministers  had  been  accused  of 
contradiction  in  withdrawing  this  sum 
from  'Spain,  and  applying  it  to  Russia. 
This  had  received  a  negative  firom  his  side 
of  the  House,  not  on  accoonl  of  anf  incof- 
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vectneis  fn  the  right  hon.  geatleman'f 
statement  of  what  had  been  said,  but  be- 
came that  had  been  spoken  of  as  to  be 
applied  in  aid  of  the  government,  which 
waf  iniendedi  for  the  relief  of  the  people. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  jostly 
•tated|  that  more  good  would  be  done  to 
our  manufactureri  bv  granting  this  sum  to 
conciliate  Rosna,  than  by  doling  it  out 
among  them;  but  with  this  had  been 
mixed  up  the  consideration  of  our  policy  as 
to  America.  Without  attempting  to  enter 
on  this  question  at  present,  it  was  not  so 
clear  as  that  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
to  imply,  that  hostilities  had  arisen  en* 
tirely  from  the  misconduct  of  government, 
and  not  at  all  from  the  spirit  of  the  Ame* 
ricans.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
right  hon*,  gentleman  speak  as  he  had 
done  of  the  Sinecure  Offices'  Bill.  It  was 
true,'  that  by  a  total  disregard  of  vested  in«- 
terests,  a  fund  might  be  produced ;  but  as 
to  the  Bill,  it  had  been  acknowledged  last 
session  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  pro- 
posed it,  that  though  it  would  be  grateful 
to  public  feeling,  yet  in  a  pecuniary  sense 
it  would  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  Pmuonbyp  in  explanation,  said,  that 
as  it  was  the  doty  of  the  Russian  ^Tern- 
ment  to  protect  its  own  subjects,  this  could 
operate  in  no  other  way  than  as  a  subsidy 
to  that  ffpvemment.  As  to  the  Sinecure 
Bill,  he  did  not  mean  that  the  whole  sum 
of  200,00()i.  would  be  found  in  the  Trea- 
sury, but  that  by  that  measure  a  saving 
would  be  efiected  equal  to  the  interest  w 
that  sum,  which  must  be  funded ;  and  of 
which  the  interest  must  now  be  paid  by 
the  people. 

Mr.  WhUbread  was  sorry  to  say,  that 
the  grant  would  not  pass  dnanimously.  On 
the  Message  being  first  read  it  had  struck 
him  that  the  grant  was  not  proper ;  and  on 
discussion  with  friends  whom  he  respected, 
and  wboentertttned  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject difierent  from  bis  own,  he  had  not 
found  reason  to  change  his  opinion.  Some 
of  the  grounds  of  his  dissent  rrom  the  grant 
had  been  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend. 
He  did  not,  moreover,  think  it  just  to  this 
country  to  take  money  out  of  the  pockets 
of  our  starving  manufacturers,  to  apply  it 
to  sufferers  to  whom,  unhappily,  it  could 
be  of  no  use.  Those  unfortunate  beings 
who,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
liad  stated;  tod  sought  shelter  from  the 
severity  of  a  Russian  winter  in  their  forests, 
were  now,  alas !  as  senseless  as  the  snow 
with  which  they  were  surrounded :  and 
howy  if  they  continued  to  exists  could  the 
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small  sum  which  they  were  that  night 
called  on  -  to  vote,  affi>rd  them  relief? 
Though  the  contest  in  Russia  might  have 
a  tendency  to  increase  our  own  security, 
yet  to  imagine  that  this  200,000lL  couki 
be  a  bond  of  unity  between  that  nation 
and  ourselves,  would  be  to  contradict  the 
testimony  of  experience.  It  had  \mtn  the 
interest  of  Russia  to  enter  into  amity  vrith 
us;  she  had  acted  in  pursuance  of  that  in- 
terest, and  in  accordance  with  that  io« 
terest  she  would  act  hereafier.  It  bad 
been  said,  that  committees  of  nobles  had 
been  formed-^thatthe  emperor  had  exert* 
ed  himself  to  afibrd*  relief,  by  rebuilding 
habitations,  and  by  alleviating  the  poig« 
nant  misery  of  the  suflerers.  It  did,  in- 
deed, behove  the  Russian  government  to 
do  away  with  all  the  pomp  of  state-«-to 
apply  all  the  resources  of  the.  empire  to 
this  object:  it  was  more  particularly  the 
duty  of  that  government  to  do  so,  from 
the  commission  of  an  act,  singular  in  mo- 
dem history— the  conflagration  of  Mo^ 
cow.  This  grant  couki  be  considered  u 
na  other  Uian'  a  subsidy  in  aid  of  tbe  war 
in  Russia ;  for  by  discharging  the  Russian 
government  of  the  duty  of  applying  a  sum 
equal  to  this  to  its  sofiering  subjects,  it 
left  an  equal  sum  applicable  to  the  purpoie 
of  driving  the  French  from  the  empire,  or 
to  that  of  crushing  their  power.  It  was  a 
subsidy  then— a  paltry  and. contemptible 
subsidy  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  war. 
From  the  resistance  of  Russia^  if  wisely 
taken  advantage  of,  the  greatest  blepstngs 
might  ensue.  This,  however,  was  as  yet 
uncertain.  In  the  mean  time,  there  were 
in  some  parts  of  this  country  cases  of  as 
crying  distress,  as,  out  of  the  reach  of  war, 
could  possibly  be.  Suppose  a  grant  propos- 
ed to  these  sulibrers ;  would  it  not  be  said 
to  be  improper  to  attempt  to  alleviate  pri- 
vate distress  f  But  would  it  not  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  our  own  country,  before  we  went 
abroad  with  our  charity,  to  know  whe- 
ther we  had  not  objecu  at  home,  to  whom 
it  might  be  extended  with  advantage  ? 

Lord  Cte^enM^Adisdaimed  the  idea  that* 
in  (u>nsequence  of  this  grant,  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  supply  the  wants  of 
every  country  that  might  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  distress  by  tbe  aggressioa  of 
France.  A  principle  so  broad  woold  lead 
to  conseque^sces,  which,  in  the  present  ooo* 
vuUed  state  of  Europe,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  this  country  to  meet.  But  the 
question  was,  whether  thesuflsringa  of  tbe 
people  of  Russia  were  not  brought  boaso 
to  our  Ceeliogs,  both  by  the  heroic  aser* 
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tions  thty  had  mAde,  and  by  the  importanl 
eflect  which  tbow  axcrtioiM  were  likely  to 
hare  on  oor  own  interests^  iasach  a  man* 
ner  as  to  call  for  every  relief  and  assis* 
tance  in  oar  power  i   The  eflbrts  of  Rostia 
had  been  as  gigantic  as  her  snfierings  had 
been  without  parallel ;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
ezpecled  that  equal  sacrifices  would  again 
be  made  to  call  upon  the  House  for  their 
inttrposition.    An  hon.  member  bad  treat- 
ed the  proposal  lo  aflFbrd  relief  to  the  Rus> 
sian  people  as  chimerical,  and  eTen  liable 
to  the  suspicion  of  hypocrisy.    He  should 
have  thought  this  character  much  more 
applicable  to  the  measure,  if  it  had  been 
brought  forward  in  the  shape  (whidh  that 
hon.  gentleman  recommended)  of  a  sub- 
sidy to  the  emperor  Alexander.    Nothing 
could  be  more  contemptible  or  insulting, 
than  a  grant  to  such  Uk  extent  to  a  power 
struggling   with    the    difficulties    which 
Russia  bad  to  encounter,  and  on  the  im- 
mense scale  on  which  her  military  opera- 
tions were  carried  on.    But  though  its  ef- 
fect might  not  be  so  immediate  or  decisive 
as  could  be  wished,  in  alleviating  indivi- 
dual distre^  5«€t  he  hoped  it  would  come 
seasonably  in  aid  of  the  patriotic  contribu* 
tions  now  raising  by  tb^  Russian  govern- 
ment and  nobles,  to  enable  the  peasantry 
and  lower  classes  to  resume  their  occupa- 
tions, and  re-build  their  habitations,  on 
the  return  of  the  mild  season.    By  this 
grant  we  should  shew  that  we  understood 
the  nature  of  the  struggle  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  and  were  not  insensible  to 
the  noble  sacrifices  whiqh  a  whole  people 
had  made,  not  only  of  temporary  interests, 
of  local  attachments,  of  ancient  prcjudicei, 
but  almost  of  existence,  to  the  cause  of 
country  and  of  king.    We  could  not  act 
wrong  in  sufisSdiaing  the  best  feelings  of 
human  nature.    In  this  view,  no  act  of  go- 
vernment had  ever  been  more  beneficial 
than  the  relief  which  we  had  aflbrded  to' 
Portugal.    Should  our  troops  be  driven 
back  again  to  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras, 
the  attention  and  sympathy  we  then  ma- 
nifested for  the  sufierings  of  the  Potlu* 
guese,  had  left  traces  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  which  would  make  lord  Wel- 
lington's defence    light  and  easy.— His 
lordship  concluded  by  alluding  to   the 
flattering  prospects  of  peace  which  might 
probably  t>e   anticipated  from  the   Rus- 
sian successes;   of  a  peace  founded  on 
national    honour,    on    national  security, 
and    on   the    public    kw   of  \  Europe ; 
a  peace,  by  means^of  which  titty  man 
might  fit  down  ia  safety^  and  reposoonder 


the  shadow  of  the  laws  and  constitution. 
He  regretted  the  disapprobation  of  the 
motion  expressed  by  the  hon.  member 
who  spoke  last,  but  bore  testimony  to  the 
manliness  and  sincerity  'with  which  that 
hon.  gentleman,  on  all  occasions,  declared 
his  opinions  in  that  House. 

Sir  F.  Burden  said,  he  had  heard  many 
parts  of  the  noble  lord's  speech  with  plea- 
sure, but  there  was  no  part  of  it  which  he 
had  heard  with  so  much  pleasure,  as  the 
word  *  peace,'  a  word  which  he  had  not 
lor  a  very  longtime  heard  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House.    If  he  thought  the  pre-> 
sent  grant  would  really  tend  to  facili« 
tale  Svai  most  desirable  object, «  secure 
and  honourable  peace,  there  was  no  man 
who  would  more  readily  and  cordially 
agree  to  it  than  he  would.    He  sincerely 
hoped  that  all  the  sacrifices  and  exertions 
which  had  been  made,  and  of  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  would  not  end  in  a 
delusive  sound,  and  that  we  should  not  be 
embroiled  in  fresh  wars  on  fresh  successes. 
But  it  had  been, '  in  his  opinion,  justly 
stated,  that  the  proposed  grant  would  not 
ffive  effectual  relief  to  the  Russians ;  and» 
knowing  the  distresses  of  our  own  coun- 
trymen to  be  great,  and  feeling  them  m 
he  did,  he  could  not  assent  to  taking  the 
money  out  of  tlie  pocketo  of  the  poor  of 
this  country,  to  waste  it  in  nominal  relief 
to  others.    No  attempt  had  been  made  by 
parliament  to  retrench  wasteful  and  super- 
fluous exeeas  in  many  of  the  departments 
of  government ;  no  hint  had  been  thrown 
out,  no  intention  had  been  expressed, 
tending  that  way.    While  this  was  the 
case,  he  thoogbt  ft  his  doty  to  resist  every 
application  to  pariiamont  for  any  extiaoru 
dinary  supplies,  in  the  present  exhaasted 
stale  of  the  country.    It  was  not  possible 
to'takenp  a  paper;    not  a  day  pamed^ 
without  accoonu  of  distraining  for  the  taxea 
in  different  places.   He  did  not  understand 
the  principle  of  that  generosity,  whichsym- 
pathised  only  with  tfce  distresses  of  other 
countries,  but  had  no  feelings  for  those  of 
oor  own.    LMt  year  the  sufierings  of  the 
manufacturers  m  the  northern  and  mid- 
land counties  had  been  laid  before  parlia- 
ment with  a  view  to  some  pecuniary  relief 
being  afibrded.    Those  sufferings  were  of 
a  nature  to  make  every  feeling    faeait 
bleed.    But  the  answer  to  the  application 
was,  that  no  relief  could  be  be  given,  con- 
sistently with  the  pressure  of  the  times, 
and  with  public  osconomy.  We  paid  dear 
for  the  prevalence  of  this  sort  of  foreign 
sympathy ;   we  had  to  mainuin  French 
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loyalists,  Dutch  loyaKsU,  American  IpyaU 
ists ;  but  when  he  bad  come  to  the  Hoose 
with  a  proposal  of  some  better  pro? ision 
for  the  worn-out  servants  of  the  public, 
veteran  officers  who  were  pining  in  po- 
verty and  obscurity,  or  the  disabled 
cripple,  whom  we  daily  saw  begging  about 
our  streets,  he  had  received  the  same  cold 
answer,  that  the  necessary  expences  of  the 
government  were  'so  great  as  to  admit  of 
no  addition. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  that  those  gentle- 
men who  opposed  the  grant  found  it  hard 
to  k'econcile  their  conduct  to  themselves. 
They  could  only  do  it  by  inventing  some 
other  object  of  humanity  which  appeared 
to  claim  the   preference,  or  by  denying 
that  the  measure  before  the  House  would 
operate  efiectually  to  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers.    He  thought,  that  including  the 
cheapness  of  provisions  and  the  mode  of 
living  in  Russia,  the  sum,  moderate  as  it 
was,  would  be  of  considerable  immediate 
jervioe ;  but  he  conceived  the  principal 
benefit  to  be  expected  from  it,  was,  that 
in  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  it  would 
be  setting  an  example,  and  opening  a 
channel,  into  which  the  charitable  and 
liberal  feelings  of  others  would  naturally 
flow.      An  hon*  gentleman  had  spoken 
lightly  of  the  grant,  as  not  likely  to  ce- 
ment the  two  countries  together.      But  he 
conceived  that  nothing  had  a  greater  in- 
fluence in  strengthening  political  alliances 
than  the  manifestation  of  a  friendly  and 
'  generous  disposition  between  the  pedple. 
He  did  not  see  why  nations  as  well  as 
individuals  might  not  be  both   generous 
and  just      He  had  attempted  to  make 
some  calculation  of  the  share  of  the  ex- 
pence  which  would  fall  upon  the  poor  of 
this  country,  but  he  had  found  it  impos- 
aible,  and  had  given  up  the  task  in  de- 
apair.    He  thought  that  we  could  only 
testify  our  gratitude  to  Providence  for  our 
exemption  ^om  the  heavier  calamitfes  of 
war,  by  shewing  our  sense  of  the  suffer- 
ings to  which  the  inhabitants  of  other 
countries,  united  with  us  in  the  same  cause, 
were  unfortunately  exposed. 

Lord  Cochrane  gave  his  support  to  the 
motion,  as  the  sum  to  be  voted  was  not 
greater  than  every  ten  days  expence  of 
the  war  in  the  peninsula. 

The  motion  was  then  carried  without*  a 
division. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Mandtgft  December  21. 


Petitidn  vroii'  the  Chambbr  of  Com- 
merce OP  Edinburgh,  rbspbctinc  the 
East  India  Company's  Apfairb.]  A  Pe- 
tition of  the  chamber  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  of  the  city  of  Edinbargh, 
was  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

''  That  it  hath  been  represented  to  the 
petitioners,  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
that  in  the  present  limited  state  of  the 
commerce     and     manufacturea   of     this 
country,  owing  to  the  continenul  reatric- 
tions  laid  thereon  of  kte,  the  trading  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  have  suffered  greatly ;   and 
that  many  thousands  of  workmeo    em- 
ployed in  our  manufactures  are  reduced 
to  a  sta^e  of  poverty  and  idleness,  without 
there  being  any  immediate   prospect  of 
their  being  soon  restored  to  their  former 
situation;  and  that,  by  the  act  of  33  Geo. 5, 
c.  52,  the  East  India  Company  are  vested 
in  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  and  naviga* 
tion  to  all  those  countries  comprehended 
between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  containing  a  popala* 
tion  of  many  millions  of  inhabitants  ;  and 
that,  although  all  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  are  thus  excluded  from  trading 
to  any  of  those  extensive  territoriea,  yet, 
by  the   act  of  37  Geo.  3,  c.  57,  the  same 
is  allowed  to  the  subjects  of  all  foreign  na* 
tions  in  amity  with  his  Majesty  ;  and  that 
the  East  India  Company  are  not  known  to 
have  hitherto  traded  to  many  of  these  ex- 
tensive countries,  their   own  settlemenu 
and  China  excepted ;  and  that  the  private 
trade  to  the  settlements  of  the  East  India 
.Company,  under  the  regulations  of  the 
year    1793,    is  laid  under  so  many  re- 
straints as  tend  to  deter  many  people,  es- 
pecially those  who  are  at  present  unac- 
quainted with  India,  and  who  reside  at 
home,  from  engaging    in  it,    while   fo- 
reigners, who  pay  no  part  of  the  heavy 
taxea  imposed  on  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  are  entirely  relieved 
from  the  restraint  of  these  regulations,  by 
which  means  they  are  enabled  not  only 
successfully  to  combat  the  exertiona  of 
the  private  traders  from  this  country  to 
India  under  the  regulations  of  1793,  but 
also  to  compete  with  the  East  India  Com* 
pany  itself,  both  in  the  east,  and  on  the 
continent  of  Europe ;   and  that,  were  the 
trade  to  the  countries  lying  between  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Strahs  of 
Magellan  laid  open  to  the  industry,   ex- 
ertion, and  enterprise  of  the  subjecu  of 
Great  Britain  and    Ireland    at  large,  it 
woold  aflbrd  employment  to  many  tbcw 
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lands  of  workmen  employed  in  the  mina-  I  men  employ edJ)ylhe  petitioners  would  be 


fsctares  of  this  kingdom*  who  are  at  pre- 
aent  reduced  to  a  state  of  idleness  and  con- 
ae<ment  poverty ;  it  would  create  an  addi- 
tional nursery  for  seamen,  a  set  of  men 
who  have,  especially  of  late  years,  emi- 
nently contributed  to  sustain  the  conie- 
qaence,  perhaps  even  the  political  ez«^ 
istence  of  this  kingdom*  and  woald,  at  the 
same  time,  prove  the  means  of  adding  to 
the  riches,  the  revenue,  and  the  national 
prosperity  of  the  British  empire ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  take  the  premises 
into  consideration,  and  to  grant  such  re- 
lief as  to  the  House  may  se«m  necessary, 
in  a  matter  of  such  great  national  concern ; 
also  to  allow  the  petitioners  to  be  heard, 
by  themselves  or  their  counsel,  at  the  Bar 
of  the  House,  in  support  of  the  objects  of 
this  Petition/' 

€ 

<FaTITIOM  FROM  THE   LONDON  WoOLLBN 
PaBSSBaS,    RBSPBCTING     THB    EaST    InDIA 

Company's  Affaiss.]  A 'Petition  of  se- 
Terai  -pressors  of  London,  *em ployed  by 
the  East  India  Company,  was  also  pre- 
sented and  read ;  setting  forth, 

''That  the  a&irs  of  the  East  India 
Company  are  intended  shortly  to  be 
brought  before  parliament,  as  signified  by 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  in 
his  Speech  from  the  throne  ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners humbly  presume  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  they,  in  common  with  a  great 
number  of  other  tradesmen  employed  by 
them,  residing  in  and  near  the  city  of 
London,  derive  their  support  from  the 
woollen  trade  which  is  there  carried  on 
by  the  East  India  Company  ;  and  that  it 
is  by  tlie  most  strict  attention  to  the  va* 
1*1008  regulations  which  have  been  at  dif- 
ferent times  made,  and  bv  the  petitioners 
punctually  attended  to,  that  the  East  In- 
dia Company's  exports  have  secured  the 
confidence  with  which  they  are  received 
by  the  consumers  in  India ;  and  that  the^ 
petitioners  being  appointed  preisers  of 
woollen  goods  to  the  East  India  Company, 
have,  in  consequence,  expended  large 
asms  of  money  in  forming  establishments 
suitable  to  those  regulations  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  woollen  trade 
which  they  respectively  exercise,  all 
whicb«  in  the  event  of  the  East  India 
Company's  trade  being  thrown  open, 
would  be  the  ruin  of  the  petitioners,  who 
would  have  no  other  means  of  employ  ios 
their  expensive  implements,  which  would 
be  rendered  useless,  and  to  them  of  no 
Talue  ;  and  that  the  situation  of  the  work* 
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in  the  highest  degree  distressing,  as  they 
would  be  found  incapable  of  adapting  their 
habits  to  new  modes  of  business  and  con^ 
sequently  both  themselves  and  their  fa- 
milies would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
subsistence;  and  praying  the  House  tp 
take  the  circumstances  into  conslderatioOj 
and  prevent  the  dreadful  couiequences 
that  must  otherwise  ensue/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  tlie  table. 

PsTiTioN  OF  James  Philip  Inglis.J  .  Sir 
F.  Burdett  presented  a  Petition  from  Jamea 
Philip  Inglis;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioner  was  appointed,  on 
the  31st  March  1812,  to  the  command  of 
the  government  colonial  bri^  £mine«  and 
ordered  to  proceed  to  New  South  Wales ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  ha^  used  every  ex- 
ertion for  the  equipment  of  his  vessel,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  sailing  to  his  place  of 
destination,  when,  on  Thursday  the  23d 
of  July  last,  about  six  in  the  evening,  a 
press  galley  belonging  to  the  receiving 
ship  off  the  Tower  came  alongside  the 
Emine,  commanded  by  Mr.  Peachy,  with 
four  of  his  ship's  company,  to  whom  he 
had  given  permission  to  go  onshore,  bu| 
the  midshipman  not  being  in  naval  uni- 
form, the  petitioner  did  nut  suppose  him 
to  be  a  naval  officer,  although  every  re* 
spect  was  shewn  him;  Mr.  Peachy 
demanded  a  sight  of  the  ship's  protection, 
which  was  instantly  complied  with,  and, 
after  looking  it  over,  returned  it  in  a  most 
disrespectful  manner  to  the  petitioner, 
and  said  it  was  good  for  nothing,  although 
it  was  an  official  document  from  the  lords 
of  the  Admiralty  protecting  thd  crew  of 
the  said  vessel ;  that  the  petitioner  desired 
the  men  to  gO  quietly  in  .the  galley,  and 
that  he  would  make  immediate  application 
for  their  release ;  that  the  petitioner  im- 
mediately quitted  the  deck,  supposing  the  ^ 
men  to  have  proceeded  to  the  Tower,  but 
was  informed,  whilst  below,  that  part  of 
the  ship's  company fiad  gone  into  the  jolly- 
boat,  shoved  off  to  rescue  their  shipmates, 
and  returned  with  them  on  board;  and 
that  the  petitioner  begs  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  on  the  next  da^,  Mr.  Gatty, 
from  the  Thames  Police  Office,  came  on 
board  with  a  warrant  from  Mr.  Herriot  for 
his  apprehension;  he  immediately  sub* 
mitted  himself,  and  underwent  an  ejtami- 
nation  before  Mr.  Herriot  the  same  day, 
who  ordered  the  petitioner  to  be  com* 
mitted  to  Clerkenwell  Prison;  he  was 
then  locked  up  in  a  place  at  tha  Thames 
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Police  olBce^  the  most  horrible  to  be  con- 
ceived, till  about  eight  in  the  evening, 
when  he  was  taken  out  and  handcuffed  to 
a  person  of  supposed  despicable  character, 
and  in  that  state  was  conveyed  to  Clr rk- 
enwell  Prison  ;  and  that,  upon  the  25th, 
the  petitioner  was  brought  down  hand- 
cuffed, and   underwent  a  similar  exami- 
nation as  on  the  preceding  day  before 
Mr.  Herriot,  and  remanded  back  to  jail, 
handcuded  in  the  same  manner  as  he  was 
brought  up,  to  remain  till^the  3Ist;  and  that 
the  petitioner  begs  to  state,  that,  during 
the  time  of  his  confinement  in  Clerkenwell 
Prison,  he  was  locked  up  with  every  de- 
scription of  people,  and  oblifi^ed  to  submit 
to  the  indignity  of  taking  half  a  bed  with 
a  man  in   irons,  much  injurious  to  his 
health,  and  most  repugnant  to  his  feel- 
ings ;    and  that  the  petitioner  w'^s  again 
ordered  down  on  the  5 1st  of  the  same 
month,  before  Mr.  Herriot,  when,  upon 
examination  of  the  surgeon  of  the  receiv- 
ing ship,  he  was  admitted  to  bail,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  man  belonging  to  the 
press-galley,  who  had  been  wounded  in 
the  scuffle,  being  considered  out  of  danger^ 
and  for  which  the  petitioner  had  been 
committed  to  Clerkenwell  Prison ;    and 
that  the  petitioner,  anxious  to  be  brought 
to  trial  at  the'  then  impending  assizes  for 
the  county  of  Kent,  desired  bis  attorney, 
•  Mr.  Armam,  to  remonstrate  against  any 
delay  in  his  trials  as  the  assizes  were  so 
near  at  hand,  and  the  consequences  of 
delay  so  ruinous  to  the  petitioner ;   and 
that  the  solicitor  for  the  Admiralty,  Mr. 
Bicknell,   would    not  acquiesce    to    his 
wishes^  although  the  petitioner  was  willing 
to  have  remained   in  prison  in  order  to 
expedite  bis  trial ;  ana  that  the  petitioner 
begs  leave  to 'call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  his  extreme  hard  case,  in  being 
denied  taking  his  trial  at  a  time  when  he 
could  have  received  the  benefit  of  his  wit- 
nesses, who    are  now  absent  from  this 
country  on  their  voyage  to  New  Soath 
Wales,  and  who  would  have  given  every 
satisfactory  evidence  on  his  behalf^  if  his 
trial  had  been  permitted   to  have  come 
on  at  the  last  assizes;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner humbly  represents,    that   he  has 
been  subject  to  a  very  heavy  ezpence  in 
furnishing   himself  with    the    necessary 
articles    for   the    intended  service,  and 
which,  with  incidental  charges,  amounts 
to  upwards  of  1,100/.  added  to  which,  he 
has  a  wife  and  two  children^  one  of  whom 
is  completely  dumb,  and  for  whose  educa- 
tion he  is  at  %  great  expence ;  and  that 


the  petitioner  begs  to  say,  that  his  re- 
maining property  is  in  the  East  India 
Company  s  Funds  at  Madras,  which  is  a 
circumstance  that  subjects'him  to  great 
inconvenience  in  being  so  long  detained 
in  this  country  9  and  prayirng,  that  the 
'House  will  take  his  case  into  their  imme- 
diate consideration,  and  afford  hhn  such 
relief  as  they  may  judge  proper." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  of  the  Rblatitzs  opPbbsohs 

CONFlNXD  IN  IlcHESTER   GaOL    TOR   RtOTS 

at  Bath.]  Sir  F.  Burdtii  rose  to  present 
a  Petition  from  the  friends  and  retattves 
of  certain  persons  now  confined  in  llches- 
ter  gaol.  The  parties  were  resident  at 
Bath,  and  the  individuals  in  confinement 
had  been  committed  in  consequence  of 
assembling  riotously  before  the  town  baH, 
during  the  last  election  in  that  city,  and 
demanding  in  a  tumultuous  manner  eh^tbe 
doors  of  the  hall  should  be  opened.  This 
was  refused,  and  some  windows  were 
broken.  The  next  day  these  persons 
^ere  seized,  and  had  been  treated  with  a 
severity  which  nothing  could  justify.  The 
particulars  of  that  severity  were  set  forth 
in  the  Petition  which  he  held  in  his  band. 
The  oftence  was  certainly  bailable,  and 
bail  to  any  amount  had  been  offered,  but 
was  refused.  They  were  then  sent  U> 
Ilchester  gaol,  and  being  all  of  them 
people  who  maintained  their  families  by 
their  own  labour,  the  greatest  distress  had 
ensued  to  them.  One  was  a  jonrneyman 
printer,  another  a  journeyman  carpenter, 
and  another  waa  a  poor  woman  who  earned 
her  subsistence  by  carrying  goods  home 
from  the  markets.  They  were,  of  course, 
unable  to  obtain  justice  by  any  legal  pro- 
cess. The  petitioners  set  forth  that  they 
were  confined  in  solitary  cells  and  heavily 
ironed.  All  access  to  them  by  their  friends 
or  relations  who  might  be  disposed  to  alle- 
viate the  hardships  of  their  lot,  was  denied. 
During  this  severe  weather  they  had  no- 
thing to  sleep  on  but  a  little  atraw  in 
a  stone  dungeon,  and  covered  with  a 
scanty  rug;  and  though  some  humane 
persons  in  the  town  had  provided  ibem 
with  great  coats,  yet  they  were  stripped 
of  these  every  night  before  they  were 
locked  up  in  their  cells.  The  ordinary 
hour  of  locking  them  up  was  about  four 
o'cloi'k.  Their  food  was  nothing  but 
bread  and  water;  and  to  convince  the 
House  that  he  was  not  dwelling  opon 
feigned  or  ihiaginary  distresses,  he  wonld 
shew  them  one  of  the  loaves  which  htd 
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been  seni  op  to  hiia  from  Ilchetter,  and 
which  was  the  whole  allowance  for  one 
man  for  a  day.  [Here  the  hon.  baronet 
drew  forth  a  little  loaf  from  his  pocke^ 
and  after  holding  it  up  for  the  inspection 
of  the  Hoase,  he  daabed  it  indigoantlv  on 
the  floor*  and  it  rolled  towards  the  Trea- 
anry  benches,  where  it  was  picked  op  by 
one  of  the  members.]  Mr.  Burke*  con* 
tinued  the  hon.  baronet,  had  once  thrown 
down  a  dagger  on  the  floor  of  that  House, 
to  produce  effect*  but  he  had  produced 
something  that  was  reaU  and  not  from  the 
ipere  impulse  of  momentary  feeling*  He 
would  ask*  whether  such  a  pittance  was 
enough  to  sustain  life?  Before  he  con« 
clud^,  also*  \^  wished  to  adrert  to  the 
present  state  of  the  gaols  throughout  Eng* 
land*  lie  feared  there  was  a  degree  of 
oppression  exercised  in  them  by  the  infe- 
rior officers  of  what  was  called  justice, 
countenanced  in  some  instances  by  the 
magistrates  themselves  (though  be  was  far 
from  intending  to  cast  any  imputation  upon 
that  body  in  general,)  which  were  shock* 
ing  in  a  civilized  country.  With  regard 
to  the  Ketition  be  held  in  his  hand*  he 
knew  not  exactly  what  mode  of  redress  to 
surest  to  the  House*  but  he  thought  some 
relief  ought  surely  to  be  afibrded.  The 
petitioners  were  too  poor  to  remove  their 
complaints  to  either  of  the  courts  at  West- 
minster by  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus.  He 
con(;iuded  by  moving*  That  the  Petition  do 
lie  .on  the  table. 

Mc*  Hme^  thought  it  would  be  a  dan* 
gerous  precedent  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  Petition*  which  went  either  to  libera- 
tion from  prison*  or  to  being  admitted  to 
bail.  The  prisoners  bad  been  committed 
for  felony^  the  Riot  Act  having  been  duly 
read*  and  they  had  continued  their  tnmol* 
iuous  conduct  notwithstanding.  It  was 
the  province  of  a  jury*  ther«:fere,  to  de- 
cide  upon  their  guilt  or  innocence ;  and 
tbsy  would  take  their  trial  at  the  next 
assizea.  He  considered  the  allegations  in 
the  Petition  as  false. 

Lord  Palmeruon  suggested  whether  it 
woqld  not  be  better  to  present  the  Petition 
when  there  was  a  fMllfi^r  attendance  of 
members. 

Sir  F*  BurdcU  said*  he  had  waited  till 
the  tlouse  was  nearly  upon  the  point  of 
adjourning*  in  hopes  that  more  membeis 
would  be  present. 

The  Petition  was  then  read«  b  pur- 
ported to  be  the  Petition  of  several  friends 
and  itlativea  of  John  Hipwood*  William 
Snvw  William  Taylor,  Charles  Piu,  PhiUp 


Millik]n,and  Elizabeth  Lovett*  now  under 
confinement  in  the  gaol  of  Ilchester*  upon 
a  charge  of  a  riot  committed  at  the  late 
election  for  Bath;  and  set  forth* 

"That*  on  the    '2nd  day   of  the  late 
election  for  the  said  city*  held  by  virtue 
of  the  proclamation  thereupon  issued  by 
Joseph  Phillott  esq,  the  returnins  ofiicer 
thereof*  a  great  number  of  the  freemen 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Bath  were  peace- 
ably assembled  in  the  market  place  in 
front  of  the  town  halt  of  the  said  city*  in 
order  to  continue  the  business  of  such  elec- 
tion* in  exercise  of  their  lawful  rights  and 
privileges ;  and  that  the  doors  of  such  hall 
were  then  closed  against  the  citizens*  and 
guarded  by  an  extraordinary  nupiber  of 
constables*    ^ho    prevented    all    access 
thereto*  in  despite  of  the  repeated  remon- 
strancea  made  by  John  Allen*  esq.  one  of 
the  candidates*  who  insisted  on  the  right 
of  public  admission  thereto  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  the  said  election  ;  and*  in 
consequence  of  their  persevering  in  socl^ 
refusal*  the  suffrages  of  the  freemen  then 
present  were  about  to  be  taken  in  the  open 
street  at  a  temporary  hustings,  when  an 
immediate  stop  was  put  thereto  (notwith* 
standing  there  vvas  not  the  least  appear- 
ance of  riot  or  tumult)  by  three  of  tha 
corporation  of  the  said  city,  who  violently 
rushed  out  of  the  said  hall*  attended  by  a 
number   of   constables*    and    not    only 
seized  the  person  of  the  said  John  Alien* 
esq.  dragging  him  from  the  place  on  which 
he  was  then  standing  (and  in  the  very  act 
of  exhorting  the  people  to  keep  the  peace) 
preventing  thereby  the  nnpolled  freemen 
from  tendering  their  votes^  and  also  with 
their  staves  and  bludgeons  striking  and 
compelling  the  people  to  disperse ;   and 
that*  in  consequence  of  such  violent  pro- 
cedures on  the  part  of  the  corporation  and 
their  officers*  many   of  the  persons   so 
struck*  and   others    who   felt   indignant 
thereat^    attacked    the    officers   in   their 
turn  by  throwing  at  them    dirt»   oyster 
shells*  &c«  by  which  several  windows  of 
the  town  hall  were  demodish^d*  but  no 
personal  damage  whatever  was  sustained 
by  the  constables,  although.  K^  their  pro* 
miscnously  striking  at  the  people  with 
their  long  staves  more  than  100  persons 
were  severely  wounded  and  bruised  by 
them  ;  and  that*  on  pretext  of  such  rioW 
the  several  persons  above  named  (together 
with  others  who  have  since  been  admitted 
to  bail)  were  seized  by  the  officers*  and 
dragged  to  the  Bridewell  of  the  said  cit^ , 
where  they  were  kept  for  fn«f  days  ]# 
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cells  heavily  ironed,  and  on  the  allowance 
of  a  twopenny  loaf  and  water  each  per  day« 
until  they  were  fully  committed  on  a 
charge  of  having,  unlawfully  and  riotously 
assembled  in  the  market  place  of  the  said 
city,  and  having  there  feloniously  remain- 
ed with  such  persons  so  assembled  one 
hour  after  proclamation  had'Ibeen  made 
(as  it  is  said)  by  one  of  the  magistrates  for 
their  dispersion,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the 
1st  of  George  1,  althoujgh  the  riot  and 
tumult  was  notoriously  begun  by  the  said 
three  members  of  the  corporation  and  the 
constables  in  manner  above  stated  ;  and, 
although  bail  for  the  appearance  of  the 
said  prisoners  was  tendered  to  the  said 
Joseph  Phillott  by  their  friends,  and  also 
by  vice  admiral  Graves  and  the  said  John 
Allen,  esq.  to  the  extent  of  5,000/.  yet  the 
said  Joseph  Phillott,  in  the  most  harsh  and 
peremptory  manner,  refused  to  accept  of 
any  bail  whatever,  and  committed  the 
said  prisoners  to  the  county  gaol  of  Ilches- 
ter,  where  they  now  remain,  and  must 
continue  confined  upon  the  same  miserable 
allowance  of  bread  and  water  as  in  the 
Bath  prison  (which  is  totally  inadequate 
to  the  sustenance  of  'human  existence) 
until  the  next  assizes  (being  six  months 
from  the  time  of  their  commitment)  unless 
the  House' shall  be  pleased  to  interfere  on 
their  behalf,  by  ordering  them  to  be  re- 
leased or  admitted  to  bail ;  and  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  imprisonment  of  the 
said  John  Hipvvood,  the  business  of  his 
father  as  a  boat  builder,  and  of  which  he 
had  the  sole  management,  is  at  a  stand,  and 
his  parents  have  sustained  most  serioas  pecu- 
niary injury,  as  well  as  much  mental  afflic- 
tion, thereby  ;  and  that  the  said  W.  Erry 
is  by  profession  a  journeyman  printer,  and 
by  his  labour  supported  his  aged  mother 
and  infant  brother  and  sister,  who,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  confinement,  are  now 
thrown  on  the  parish  for  relief;  and  that 
the  said  W.  Taylor,  another  of  the  said 
prisoners,  is  by  trade  a  carpenter,  who  by 
bt$  industry  has  materially  contributed  to 
the  support  of  his  mother  and  an  infant 
sister ;  and  that  the  said  Charles  Pitt  is  by 
bosinefs  a  shoe-maker,  and  by  his  labour 
as  a  journeyman  maintains  himself  and 
his  mother,  who  is  a  widow  ;  and  that  the 
said  Philip  Millikin  is  by  trade  a  journey- 
man printer,  and  has  ever  borne  an  irre- 
proachable character  for  industry  and  in- 
tegrity ;  and  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Lovett 
the  other  of  the  said  prisoners  (who  was  ap- 
prehended in  her  bed  on  the  night  after  the 
Above  tttOMlt)  is  merely  a  poor  industrious 


woman,  who  obtains  her  livelihood  by 
carrying  baskets  from  the  market;  and  the 
petitioners  have  not  only  been  informed, 
but  some  of  them  have  actually  seen, 
that,  independent  of  the  scantiness  of  their 
gaol  allowance,  th^  bodily  sufierings  of 
the  prisbners  above  named  are  very  con- 
siderable, inasmuch  as  they  are  fettered 
like  felons  of  the  worst  description,  pre« 
eluded  the  sight  and  conversation  of  their 
friends,  except  at  three  stated  times  of  the 
day,  one  hour  only  at  each  time,  and  then 
through  two  iron  gratings,  at  the  distance 
of  six  feet  from  each  other;  and,  notwith- 
standing they  have  been  supplied  by  the 
humanity  ot  several  gentlemen  with  a 
great  coat  each,  to  defend  them  against 
the  inclemency  of  the  season,  their  clothes, 
which  might  add  to  their  warmth  in  the 
nights  of  this  severe  winter,  are  constantly 
taken  from  them  on  their  retiring  to  their 
straw  bed  (about  four  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon)  where  they  have  nothing  but  a 
rug  allowed  them  for  a  covering;  and 
that  the  petitfoners  have  been  informed 
that  all  ends  of  public  justice  would  have 
been  answered,  and  the  duration  of  the 
confinement  of  the  said  prisoners  shortened 
at  least  one  half,  if  the  magistrates  had 
chosen  to  commit  them  to  the  next  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  instead  of  the  as- 
sizes, for  the  county,  and  to  draw  down  a 
heavier  judgment  (if  possible)  upon  the 
unfortunate  relatites  of  the  petitioners, 
the  said  corporation  have  already  mono- 
polized all  the  leading  counsel  on  that 
circuit ;  and  that  the  poverty  of  the  pri- 
soners has  prevented  their  applying  to 
any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  Westminster 
for  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  for  the  purpose 
of  being  admitted  by  a  judge  to  bail,  and 
by  whom  they  would  most  probably  have 
been  relieved ;  and  that,  although  they,  as 
well  as  the  petitioners,  have  been  advised, 
that  they  will  ultimately  have  legal  redress 
by  actions  at  law  against  the  persons  by 
whom  they  have  been  under  these  cir- 
cumstances imprisoned,  yet  in  the  mean 
time,  in  consideration  of  the  personal 
sufierings  of  the  said  prisoners,  and  of  the 
great  affliction  of  mind  felt  by  the  peti- 
tioners as  their  relatives  and  friends,  and 
also  in  consequence  of  the  severe  priva- 
tions and  hardships  sustained  by  their  re- 
spective families  by  reason  of  their  con- 
finement ;  the  petitioners  pray,  that  onder 
the  whole  of  these  circumstances,  the 
House  will,  in  its  humanity  and  justice, 
be  pleased  to  interpo^  herein  for  the 
relief  of  the  above  named  prisonertj  ia 
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such  mode  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet.** 
Ordered  to  lie  open  the  table. 

Army  EsmiATEs.]  The  following  is 
an  Abstract  of  the  sums  voted  for  the 
Army  Services  for  the  year  1813. 

Abstract  of  the  Estimatrs  of  Army 
Sbrvicbs,  for  the  year  1813:  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  Uth  and  21si  December  1812. 


CTMt  Briuia. 

Land  rorctt  (ifltlttdiag  vartoM  £»         A  <• 

CoatlkflCKtea) .3n,44t  n,litfklSe  17  10 

ReiimcMs  iotbcEast 

Indirt 88,009  918,64915    0 

Troo|M  and  Coaspaolct 

for  rMrultinf  dilto...       5^  30,336  10  10 

tnbodicd  Mlhii.i .......  JO^I^  1,98:)>961    •   0 

•taff  and  CarriaoM........^.....  5l9»'i9S  13   3 

r»U  Pay  Co    ivftnumtntf 

Officcrt. 39;068    8    8 

Tttblk  Dcpartiaeott.....«........  90^101    9   3 

flail  KajTt  Ac ..MatM'x****  S06f1S0  ~  ^ 

n*PMiio*«n  of  chctm  and 

KilmBiAhaai  Hoipltala....^.  99,9M    a    1 

Ont-PtBtioflvn  of  DOb  ......^m.  439^4195   9   9 

Widova  reasiona  .•.•M...M.M.M  M,OU  16   fl^ 

▼oluBiecf  Corps m.  909,ST;  —  — 

Local  MiUUa...»..»..^...M.M*  636,633  •*  — 

rorctiB  Corpt 33,163  1,114,019    4    4 

aoral  MiUury  Colcie  m^..«  38.9:^  10    1 

Boyal  Military  Atylum  ........  S7,<M  11  11 

AUovaarca  to  Ictind  Cha^ 

Mcdletoca  Md  Rea^ui  Bk- 

Compatflionatc  Uat.. 90,0S5    9  10 

Barrack  DqMitaicat  (Ireland)  .    .    .    •    • 
Commiturlat  DcpamneDt 

(Irelaad)  ..... 

Bupcraanoated  Allowancct,  *c.  11,6'?0  18   9 

Tout...  381,357  13,931,494    7    9 
Utd^ct  Ihf  BegiiMoU 

Id  Ibi  CoitlDdicfl...    38,009  876,649  15    0 

ftemalai  to  te  pro* 

fided  rorl813 ......  S&3L3I8  13,044,844  IS  9 


109,236  U 

940  19 
11,960  7 
8A.443    4 

Jl^338  11 

91,339    6 

81103    fl 

966,133    1 
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3,817,067  11    6 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Titaday,  Dtoember  22. 

Nayy  Oppicb  Clrrks.]  Sir  F.  Bmrdett 
put  a  question  to  the  noble  l6rd  opposite, 
whether  the  clerks  in  the  Na?y  Office 
(who,  although  they  had  purchased  their 
situations  from  lord  Barbara,  had  had 
their  emoluments  most  unduly  curtailed) 
«nd  to  whose  case  he  took  occasion 
last  session  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  had  yet  received  any  relief,  or 
whether  it  was  intended  to  afford  the  re- 
dress required?  He  understood  that  a 
representation  upon  this  subject  had  been 
made  from  the  Navy  Office  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  and  he  wished  to  know 
what  was  meant  to  be  done  in  consequence 
of  that  representation  f 

Lord  CtuUereagh  expressed  his  regret 
that  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  answer 
the  hon.  baronet's  question,  of  which  had 
he  been  aware,  he  would  have  inquired 
after  the  informatioD  desired.  He  had, 
however,  no  doobt  that  complete  jus* 
tice  would  be  done  by  the  Admiralty. 
With  reapaui  to  tbe  hoo.  baroiMlf  i  alia- 


siori  to  lord  Barham,  he  trusted  the  hon* 
baronet  did  not  mean  by  that  allusion 
to  insinuate  any  charge  against  that  noble 
lord,  who  had,  in  the  transaction  referred 
to,  merely  followed  the  established  official 
practice,  and  who  was  incapable  of  any 
dishonourable  action. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  that  he  had  it  once 
in  contemplation  to  bring  forward  a  charge 
against  lord  Barham,  and  he  still  thought 
that  no  practice  could  justify  the  sale  of 
these  offices— but  still  less  was  he  justifi* 
able,  afWir  such  sale,  meanly  to  curtail  the 
emolument  of  the  purchasers. 

Local  Torbms.]  Mr.  Hud$an  Qumejf 
asked,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  mi* 
nisters  to  press  the  provisions  of  the  Local 
Token  Act,  and  thereby  to  inconvenience 
the  country  in  the  present  scarcity  of  silver, 
and  the  comparatively  limited  distribution 
of  Bank  Tokens  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  repeated 
the  statement  which  he  said  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  in  tbe  course  of  the 
discussions  upon  the  Gold  Coin  Bill, 
namely,  that  although  he  fully  approved 
of  the  principle  of  the  Local  Token  Act* 
it  was  intended  to  postpone  the  operation 
of  that  principle  for  some  months^  he 
thought  until  about  Midsuynmer,  in  order 
that  measures  might  be  taken  in  the  in- 
terim to  ensure  sr  more  liberal  supply  of 
Bank  Tokens. 

Adjourned  to  the  2d  of  February,  1819. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
3Wsday,  February  2,  1813. 

PbTITIONS  RBSPBCTIMO   THB  EaST  InOIA 

Company's  Chartbb — prom  tbb  Provost 
&c.  OP  Edinburgh— THB  Royal  Boroughs 
OP  Scotland  ^  thb  Hammbrmbn  op 
Edinburgh—and  thb  Mayor,  &c.  op 
Bristol.]  A  Petition  of  the  lord  provost, 
magistrates,  and  council,  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  was  presented  and  read ;  set* 
ting  forth, 

"That,  looking  forward  to  the  period 
at  which  the  charter  of  the  company  of 
merchants  trading  to  the  £ut  Indies  and 
to  China  is  to  terminate,  the  petitionera 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  lay  before 
the  House  their  sentiments  on  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  monopoly,  fully  satisfied 
that  the  subject  will  meet  with  that  atten- 
tion from  tbe  enlightened  senate  of  the 
British  empire  which  its  importance  re- 
quiree;  and  that  the  petitionen  deem  it 
sopefffluous  to  argue  npon  the  general  iAv 
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titionen  cannot  wish  to  be  thoogbt  inun- 
sibie,  but,  as  ministers  of  religion,  they 
concei?e.  that  they  should  betray  the 
trust  committed  to  their  charge,  if  they 
refruned  from  humbly  imploring  the 
House  to  frustrate  all  attempts  to  deprive 
them  of  the  support  and  protection  of 
those  proTisions  and  enactments  to  which, 
under  God,  they  ascribe  it,  that  the  purity 
of  the  holy  faith  which  th^y  profess  has 
been  hitherto  maintained." 

.A  Petition  of  the  archdeacons  of  Nor- 
wich and  Norfolk,  and  of  the  clergy  of 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  was  also  presented 
and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  view,  with  in- 
creasing concern  and  alarm,  the  repeated 
and  persevering  efforts  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  United  Kingdom  to  obtain 
from  the  legislature  an  elevation  to  a  de- 
gree of  political  power,  which,  in  the 
humble  opinion  of  the  petitioners,  cannot 
be  granted  them  without  the  most  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  constitution  both  in 
Church  and  State;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners feel  they  should  be  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  duty  were  they  longer  todefer 
expressing,  in  the  most  uneouivocal  but 
respectful  manner,  not  only  that  fir6i  and 
zealous  attachment  to  the  Church  of  which 
they  are  ministers,  springing  from  the 
belief  that  its  doctrines  are  scriptural,  and 
its  ordinances  apostolical,  for  which  they 
claim  credit  from  the  House  and  their 
country,  but  also  their  full  persuasion 
that,  with  the  preservation  of  that  Church, 
the  best  interests  of  true  religion,  as  well 
as  the  stability  of  the  monarchy,  and  con* 
sequent  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people,  are  most  intimately,  and  indeed 
inseparably  connected;  but  ^reat  as  is 
their  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the 
Church  as  by  law  established,  the  peti- 
tioners contemplate,  with  unfeigned  satis- 
faction, the  complete  and  unrestrained 
exercise  of  their  religion  granted  to  all 
who  separate  from  her  communion ;  and 
they  humbly  conceive  that  Roman  Ca* 
tholics,  in  common  with  all  Protestant 
dissenters,  enjoy  this  toleration  in  the 
most  ample  manner;  and  therefore  the 
petitioners  humbly  and  most  earnestly 
implore  the  House  not  to  relax  those  salu- 
tary regulations  in  the  instance  of  persons 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  to 
which  all  Protestants  are  at  this  time  com- 
pelled .to  submit,  nor  to  remove  those 
guards  and  fences  which  have  been  so 
wisely  planted  round  the  venerable  fabric 
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of  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland,  cemented  in  the  blood  of  its  mar« 
tyrs,  unless  parliament  shall  in  iu  wisdom 
provide  other  means  of  security,  which 
the  petitioners  have  never  yet  seen  de- 
tailed, that  may  prove  a  support  and  de- 
fence equally  permanent  and  solid/' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  Beverley,  in  the 
county  of  York,  in  common  ooancti  as- 
sembled, was  also  presented  and  read; 
setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  have  seen,  with 
alarm  and  sorrow,  the  unceasing  efforts  of 
his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  sabjects  to 
be  admitted  into  offices  of  the  highest 
trust  and  power,  and  even  to  sit  in  the 
imperial,  parliament  to  legislate  for  a 
Protestant  Church  and  Sute;  and  that 
the  petitioners  look,  with  satisfaction,  at 
the  degree  of  toleration  which  has  been 
granted  to  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects,  but  at  the  same  time  they  regard 
Pn[>testant  ascendency  as  essential  to  the 
safety  and  stability  of  the  constitution, 
and  dread  any  innovation  which  may  en- 
danger the  civil  and  religions  libeny 
which  this  kingdom  has  so  long  enjoyed, 
and  which  has  raised  it  to  its  present  state 
of  pre-eminence  among  the  nations  of 
Europe ;  and  praying,  that  the  Hooae  wili 
resist  those  claims  ofhisMajesty's  Roman 
Catholic  subjects,  and  continue  those  sale- 
guards  by  which  our  invaluable  constitu- 
tion in  Church  and  Sute  has  hitherto  been 
preserved." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  February  3. 

Petitions  against  the  Claims  op  tub 
Roman  Catholics.]  The  Bishop  of  Chi- 
chester presented  a  Petition  firom  the  arch- 
deacon, clergy,  and  others,  of  Chichester, 
against  the  Catholic  Claims^^He  also 
presented  a  Petition  from.the  bishop^  dean, 
and  chapter  of  Ely,  against  the  Catholic 
Claims.— Earl  Nelson  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  archdeacons  of  Norwich  and 
Norfolk,  against  the  Catholic  Claims. 

The  Bishop  of  Narofich  observed,  that 
the  Petition  was  contrary  to  his  senti- 
ments, and  he  could  not  but  give  hie  pnb- 
lic  testimony  against  the  propriety  of  the 
clergy    interfering  in    this    question^a 

?|uestion  which  nearly  concerned  the  wel- 
are  of  several  thousands  of  his  Majeatv's 
loyal  and   faithful  subjects,   and  which 
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Casi 


ought  taba  leftito  the  unbiaated  decision 
of  the  legiilatare.  He  could  not  but  la- 
ment thai  any  part  of  the  clergy  should 
Jead  the  way  in  contributing  to  raise  the 
detestable  cry  of  No  Popery^  which  on  a 
former  occasion  had  produced  so  much 
mischief*  and  he  deeply  regretted  that 
those  illiberal  and  uncharitable  sentiments 
which  petitions  of  this  nature  upheld,  and 
which  had  been  banished  from  the  rest  of 
the  world,  should  leave  their  last  fooUteps 
in  the  sanctuaries  of  our  religion  and  our 
temples  of  literature. 

The  Petition  having  been  read. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  observed,  that  one 
expression  in  it,  that  the  Catholics  enjoyed 
the  same  privileges  as  the  Protestant  Dis- 
aenters^  waa  not  founded  in  factj  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  being  allowed  to  sit  in 
parliament,  whilst  a  part  of  the  oaths  ten- 
dered was  levelled  expressly  at  Catholics 
to  prevent  their  sitting  there. 

The  'Bishop  of  Salisbury  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Salisbury  against  the  Catholic  Claims. — 
He  also  presented  a  Petition  to  the  same 
effect  from  the  archdeacon  and  clergy  of 
BerkSt  and  the  dean,  archdeacon,  and 
clergy  of  Salisbury,  and  two  other  juris- 
diction within  the  dioceae  of  Salisbury •^> 
On  one  of  these  Petitions, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  observed,  that  it 
stated  that  the  Catholics  still  believed  in 
the  infallibility  of  the  Pope ;  and  on  an- 
other, that  it  charged  the  Catholics  with 
still  holding  the  tenet,  that  sovereigns 
might  be  excommunicated  by  the  Pope. 
On  the  langnage  of  Petitions  which  were 
now  lying  for  signature  in  every  alehoose 
in  Westminster,  it  would  not  be  worth 
while  to  remark;  but  when  a  Petition 
came  from  a  learned  body,  it  was  natural 
to  expect  that  it  would  be  correctly  ex- 
pressed. It  was,  therefore,  with  surprise, 
he  found  the  Catholics  still  charged,  in 
Petitions  from  learned  persons,  with  hold- 
ing the  tenets  of  the  infallibility  of  the 
Pope,  and  the  excommunication  of  sove- 
reigns; altboQgb,  by  the  strongest  oaths 
that  could  be  pot  to  man,  they  had  abso« 
lotely  denied  that  they  entertained  any 
such  tenets.  These  Petitions,  therefore, 
asserted  that  which  was  not  the  fact,  and 
it  was  of  impprtaoce  that  the  misrepresen- 
tation should  be  contradicted. 

Lord  Holland  thought  the  noble  duke 
entitled  to  thanks  for  thus  vindicating  the 
Catholics  from  misrepresentation,  it  being 
notorious  that  all  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
bad,  by  the  strongest  oaths  that  could  be 
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devised,  and  by  the  most  solemn  appeni 
to  God,  denied  that  they  entertainea  any 
such  tenets. 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  also  presented 
a  Petition  from  the  dean  and  chapter,  the 
archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Exeter,  against 
the  Catholic  Claims.— Viscount  Sidmouth 
presented  a  Petition  to  the  same  effect 
from  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  assistants 
of  the  borough  of  Leeds.-*»Ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 
• 

East  India  Company's  Charter.]  Vis- 
count Melville  presented  Petitions  from 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  Edinburgh, 
the  convention  of  the  royal  burghs  in 
Scotland,  and  the  corporation  of  Stirling, 
assembled  in  guild,  against  the  continu- 
ance of  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday^  Febnuuy  3. 

Petitions  BssPBCTiNc  the  East  India 
Company's  Charter—- from  the  Merch- 
ants, &c.  OF  Manchester — ^and  the  Ma- 
gistrates, &c.  OF  Glasgow— > and  the 
Merchants  OF  Bristol.!  A  Petition  of 
the  merchants,  and.  manufacturers  of  Man« 
Chester  and  Salford,  was  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

''  That  many  of  the  petitioners  have 
been  long  and  extensively  engaged  in 
commercial  transactions,  embracing 
chiefly  the  sale  and  exportation  of  the 
cotton  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  on 
which  the  numerous  population  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Manchester 
mainly  depend  for  their  support;  and 
that  the  petitioners  have  entered  fully  into 
the  various  considerations  which  arise 
from  the  efforts  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany to  obtain  a  renewal  of  their  expiring 
charter,  and  it  appears  to  the  petitioners 
capable  of  the  most  satisfactory  proof, 
that  the  exclusive  privileges  hitherto  en- 
joyed by  the  company,  under  the  autho- 
rity in  question,  have  been  found  highly 
injurious  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
country ;  and  that,  after  the  very  ample 
discnssions  the  subject  has  received,  and 
the  detrimental  consegnences  which  have 
resulted  from  the  system  of  monopoly  so 
universally  oomplaioed  of,  the  petitioners 
here  abstain  fVom  troubling  the  House 
with  the  detailed  grounds  they  are  pre- 
pared  to  prove,  and  on  which  they  urge 
the  national  injustice  of  prolonging  these 
evils ;  and  that  the  serious  pressure  ocoa« 
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tiohed  by  the  unexampled  measores  of 
the  enemy  to  e&ct  the  destruction  of 
British  commerce,  and  the  natural  results 
of  the  wars  iti  which  the  nation  is  now 
unavoidably  engaged,  are  circumstances 
which  calf  loudly  for  every  attention  to 
new  and  legitimate  sources  of  a  more  ex- 
teoded  and  permanent  trade;  and  that, 
to  establish  an  opea  commercial  inter- 
course generally  with  the  countries  from 
which  the  existing  charter  excludes  the 
British  merchants,  would  not  only  afford 
the  most  effectual  relief  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  public^  affairs,  but  would,  as  the  peti- 
'  tioners  confidently  submit,  most  essentially 
contribute  to  the  lasting  benefit  and  proi- 
periiy  of  the  kingdom  at  largOi  for  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  daily  improve- 
ment and  marked  superiority  of  our  ma- 
chinery, the  unrivalled  skill  and  ingenuity 
of  our  artificers,  and  the  great  variety  and 
perfection  of  our  manufactures,  would 
constantly  ensure  them  the  advantage  of 
the  markets  alluded  to ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners'therefore  earnestly  trust  that  the 
House  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may,  after  the  termination  of  the 
present  charter,  fully  secure  to  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects  the  right  of  a  free  and 
unlimited  trade  with  those  countries  be- 
yond the  Capa  of  Good  Hope  from 
whence  they  are  now  prohibited ;  and  that 
with  this  view  the  petitioners  humbly 
crate  leave  to  be  heard,  by  their  counsel, 
against  the  expediency  of  renewing  the 
Company's  exclusive  powers,  and  that,  if 
necessary,  they  may  be  also  allowed  to 
give  evidence  on  the  subject  at  the  bar  of 
the  House/' 

A  Petition  of  the  magistrates  and  com- 
mon council  of  Glasgow,  in  qpuncil  as- 
sembled, was  also  presented  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth, 

"  That,  observing,  from  its  recent  reso- 
lutions, that  the  House  is  to  take  into  its 
early  consideration  what  arrangement 
ougnC  in  future  to  be  adopted  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  commerce  of  these  king- 
doms with  the  countries  situated  to  toe 
east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the 
weat  of  Cape  Horn,  the  petitioners  deem  it 
their  duty  again  to  appeal  on  this  most 
important  subject  to  the  justice,  the  wis- 
dom, and  the  liberality  of  parliament; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  learned,  with 
Burprise,  that  it  has  been  mainuined  the 
House  IS  precluded,  by  the  vested  righu 
and  privileges  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany«  from  adopting  such   an  arrange- 
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ment  as  may  be.  ascertained  to  be,  opon 
the  whole,  the  most  just  and  expedient ; 
and  ths^t  the  petitioners  humbly  conceive 
that,  in  point  of  justice,  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects  are  equally  entitled,  as  the  united 
company  of  merchants  trading  to  the 
East  Indies,  to  hold  commercial  inter- 
course with  all  the  quarters  of  the  habi- 
table globe :  they  apprehend  that  freedom 
of  commerce  is  one  of  the  birthrights  of 
Britons,  which  nothing  but  state  neceastty, 
or  strong  and  obvious  national  expediency, 
ought  ever  to  induce  the  legislature  to 
abridge  or  controul;  and  they  aubmtt 
that  the  present  question  is  in  reality  not 
whether  parliament  ought  to  take  from  a 
trading  corporation  its  vested  rights  and 
privileges,  for  these,  being  of  an  artificial 
and  temporary  nature,  neceb&arily  cease 
with  the  charter  to  which  they  owed  their 
Origin,  but  whether  parliament  can,  in  the 
discharge  of  its  great  and  paramount  duty, 
longer  lend  its  sanction  to  an  exclusive 
grant,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
highly  inexpedient  in  general,  and  not 
even  advantageous  to  the  possessors,  and 
by  which  the  interests  of  the  whole  are 
obviously  sacrificed  to  those  of  a  part  of 
the  nation ;  and  the  petitioners  cannot  en* 
tertain  u  doubt  that,  by  laying  open  to  the 
capital,  the  skill,  asd  the  enterprtze  of 
British  merchants,  those  vast  regions  from 
which  they  have  been  so  long  excluded, 
the  manufactures  of  this  country  will  be 
promoted,  its  commerce  and  navigation 
extended,  and  the  financial  and  naval  re- 
sources of  the  government  thereby  aug- 
mented ;  and  the  opening  of  such  a  fiehl 
is  certainly  at  the  present  conjuncture  pe- 
culiarly necessary,  when  the  overgrown 
power  of  the  tyrannical  ruler  of  France 
excludes  this  nation  from  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  European  continent,  and  when  the 
natural  intercourse  with  the  North  Ame- 
rican States  is  for  a  time  interrupted  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  convinced  that, 
under  proper  regulations,  the  import  as 
wall  as  the  export  trade  with  the  conntriea 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  be 
extended  indiscriminately  to  the  pons  of 
the  united  kingdom,  without  any  risk  of 
the  payment  of  the  revenue  derived  by 
government  from  that  source  being 
evAled ;  and,  if  the  latter  object  can  be 
attained,  the  extension  of  the  privilege  to 
all  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  are  in  a 
condition  to  avail  themselves  of  it  is  cer* 
tainiy  most  consistent  with  the  liberal 
policy  of  the  British  legislature  ;  ami  that 
the  petitioners  are  also  firmly  persuatM 
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thatf  under  proper  regulfttipnt,  ihe  aier> 
chants  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may 
be  admitted  to  a  free  and  unfettered  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  the  provinces  of 
India,  without  exciting  any  unfavourable 
disposition  in  the  natives  towards  this 
country^  and  without  any  danger  what- 
ever to  the  stability  of  the  provincial  go- 
▼emment;  and,  while  they  cannot  but 
consider  as  extremely  hard  the  existing 
enactments*  by  which  foreign  nations 
have  been  aclmitted  to  the  benefit  of 
this  commercial  intercourse,  and  Bri- 
tish subjects  excluded^  the  petitioners 
humbly  suggest  ihe  propriety  of  making 
such  arrangements  as  may  in  future  secure 
to  the  British  merchant  trading  to  the 
British  possessions  in  Asia  that  protection 
and  reception  to  which  he  is  justly  en- 
titled ;  and  that  finally,  the  petitioners 
own  they  cannot  perceive  that  the  expen- 
diture incurred  by  the  company  in  the 
extension  and  in  the  government  of  the 
British  possessions  in  the  Indian  peninsula 
affords  any  sufficient  ground,  in  justice  or 
expediency,  for  continuing  to  that  corpo- 
ration the  monopoly  of  the  trade  to  China; 
they  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  trade 
with  China*  although  laid  open  to  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects,,  may  be  placed  on 
such  a  footing,  and  under  such  regula- 
tions, as  to  prevent  any  risk  of  ofience 
by  individuals  to  the  goTemment  or  peo- 
ple of  that  vast  empire ;  and  they  are  de* 
cidedly  of  opinion,  that  admission  to  the 
Chinese  trade  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  enable  the  British  merchant  to  carry  on 
the  trade  with  the  British  possessions  in 
Asia  with  advantage,  and  with  success; 
and  praying  the  House,  in  its  wisdom,  to 
refuse  its  sanction  to  any  renewal  of  the 
cxclosiTe  commercial  priyileges  of  the 
E»  L  Company,  and  to  restore  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  general  their  right  to 
carry  on,  from  as  many  of  the  ports  of  the 
united  kingdom  as  the  security  of  the 
revenue  will  permit,  a  free  trade  with  ihe 
British  possessions  in  Asia,  and  with  the 
other  coontriea  situated  to  the  east  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  particularly  the  em- 
pire of  China ;  and  farther  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  in  support  of  this  Pe- 
tition/' 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  traders, 
and  other  inhabitanU  of  the  city  of  Bris- 
tol,  vraaalio  presented  and  read ;  setting 
ibrtb^ 

«« That  the  petitioners,  in  cotttemplatioii 
of  an  imendeo  appUcatioa  to  the  legislk- 


tore  by  the  Site  India  Company,ibr  a  re- 
newal of  their  exclusive  privilege  of  trade* 
and  confident  in  the  justice  and  wisdom 
of  the  House,  the  natural  and  powerful 
guardians  of  the  people's  right,  deem  it 
their  indispensable  duty  thus  early  to  re- 
present to  the  House*  that  the  full  and  free- 
right  to  trade  to  and  with  all  countries  apd 
people  in  amity  with  their  sovereign,  and 
more  particularly  with  those  countries  and 
settlements  acquiredand  maintained  by  the 
efibris  and  valour  of  the  forces  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, is  the  undoubted  birthright  and  in- 
heritance of  the  people  of  this  empire ; 
and  that  ihe  exclusive  privilege  of  ihe 
£.  I.  Company  is  a  manifest  infringement 
of  that  right,  from  which  many  and  great 
evils  have  resulted;   and  that  ihe  peti* 
tinners  further   humbly   suboHt    to   tba 
House,  as  a  sound  and  incontrovertible 
principle,  that,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
commerce  can  neither  be  benefited  nor  ex« 
tended  by  monopoly  ;   and  that  all  ideas 
of  direct  participation  by  the  public  trea- 
sury in  behalf  of  the  nation,  in  ihe  profits 
of  trade,  as  a  compensation  or  purchase 
for  such  monopolised  commerce,  most  and 
ever  will  be  vain  and  illusory ;   and  the 
petitioners    humbly  adduce   the   disap* 
pointed  expectations  of  the  nation  and 
the  legislature,  in  regard  to  the  E.  L  Com* 
pany  in  complete  illostration  of  this  prin- 
ciple ;  and  that  the  petitioners  refer  to  the 
information  before  the   House,  to  show 
that  ihe  trade  carried  on  by  the  E.  I.  Com* 
pany  has  decreased  at  ihe  very  time  when« 
by  firitiffa  exertions,  its  field  has  beep  ex* 
tended  and  itself  protected  from  enemici 
and  hostile  rivalry ;    and  that  foreignen^ 
by  the  advantases  of  free  and  unfettered 
exertions,  have  been  at  the  same  time  sue* 
cessfttlly  competing  with  the  £.  I.  Com* 
pany  not  only  in  the  trade  of  the  Com* 
pany's  own  settlements,  but  also  in  the 
trade  to  China  to  a  vast  amount,  whilst 
such  trades  have  been  long  and  obatinato* 
\v  denied  to  the  subjects  of  the  U^ted 
Kingdom ;   and  that  the  petitioners  fur* 
ther  humbly  submit  to  the  House,  that 
the  prospect  of  pecuniary  participation 
held  out  to  the  country  in  1793,  not  only 
has  not  been  realised,  but  has  been  con* 
verted  into  repeated  claims  by  the  B.  L 
Company  on  the  public  purse  and  credit ; 
and  that  further  and  still  ^ater  pecuniary 
assistance  wiU  be  required  to  avert  em* 
barrassments  in  which  the  E.  I.  Company 
must  otherwise  soon  be  involved;   and 
that  ihe  petitioners  rely,  with  ihe  utmost 
confidence  that  the  muse  will  disregard -^ 
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%ty  arguments  that  may  be  adduced  in 
favour  of  the  £.  I.  Company's  exclusive 
privilege,  which  would,  if  admitted,  apply 
with  equal  force  against  the  freedom  of 
ahy  and  of  every  branch  of  British  com- 
merce, the  whole  of  which  might  thus  be 
paralized  by  monopoly,  as  this  great  arm 
of  our  strength  hai  been,  to  the  ruin  of 
our  naral  greatness,  and  the  consequent 
downfall  of  our  independence  ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  beg  leave  humbly  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House,  that  of  all  the  efiects  of 
monopoly  none  is  so  injurious  as  its  con- 
finement  of  commerce  to  a  particular 
port,  and  that  the  principal  out -ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  have  an  undoubt- 
ed right  to  equal  privilege  of  trade  with 
the  port  of  London,  bearing,  as  they  do 
cheerfully,  their  full  and  common  propor- 
tion of  the  burthens  of  the  state,  and  the 
priTations  which  the  unexampled  state  of 
Europe  has  brought  upon  the  trading  and , 
manufacturing  classes  of  the  community; 
and  that  trade,  when  confined  to  a  single 
port  of  a  great  empire,  must  of  necessity, 
from  being  cramped  and  narrowed,  lan- 
guish and  decline ;  and  that  great  and 
expensive  improvements  have,  of  late 
years,  been  made  in  most  of  the  principal 
out  sports,  with  a  view  to  the  extension  of 
commerce,  and  to  the  accommodation  of  a 
larger  class  of  ships ;  and  that  the  known 
loyalty,  integrity,  and  opulence  of  the 
merchants  resident  in  the  out -ports,  afibrd 
ample  security  for  their  care  of  the  vital 
interests  of  their  country,  in  respect  of  its 
national  revenue,  which  the  petitioners, 
with  deference  assert,  is  as  diligently  and 
faithfully  collected,  and  as  cheerfully  paid, 
in  those  out- ports  as  in  the  port  of  London ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  however,  far  from 
having  a  wish  to  deprive  the  £.  I,  Com- 
pany of  any  right  or  claim  they  may  have 
on  the  justice  or  liberality  of  parliament 
for  indemnification,  are  most  anxious  that 
all  such  claims  may  be  fairly  examined 
and  ftiily  and  liberally  remunerated  ;  but 
further  humbly  submit  to  the  House,  that 
Ihe  means  of  such  remuneration  should 
arise  from  a  fair  and  equal  impost  on  the 
trade  in  question,  and  should  not  be  at- 
tempted by  restrictions  which  can  only 
lerTe  to  shackle  and  injure  commerce,  and 
to  harass  and  perplex  the  merchant,  with- 
out any  solid  benefit  to  the  E.  L  Com- 
pany ;  and  prayiag,  that  the  House,  tak- 
ing the  premises  under  their  consideratiiMi, 
will  refuse  to  comply  with  any  applica- 
^  lion  that  may  be  made  by  the  E.  1.  Com- 
pany for  a  ren^iral  of  their  e^cluBive  pri- 


vilege, and  will  leave  the  trade  to  India 
and  China  fblly  and  freely  open  to  the  en- 
terprize,  skill,  and  capital  of  the  merchants 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  subject  only  to 
such  salutary  laws  tor  its  regulation  and 
protection  as  the  legislature,  in  its  wisdom 
and  paternal  care>  may  deem  necessary  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  may  be  allowed  to 
be  be^rd,  by  themselves  thieirtounsel  and 
asents  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  in  support 
of  the  objects  of  this  Petition/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  raoM  Rrroiv  against  th« 
Claims  of  tbe-  Roman  Catboucs.1 
A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  burgesses,  ana 
commonalty  of  the  borough  of  Ripon,  in 
the  county  of  York,  in  common  council 
assembled,  was  presented  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners,  being  fully  sen- 
sible of  the  many  blessings  and  advan- 
tages which  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  enjoy  under  the  pre- 
sent wise  and  happy  constitution  of  these 
kingdoms,  as  by  law  established,  which 
allows  to  all  sects  and  persuasions  of  men 
full  and  free  toleration  in  the  exercist  of 
their  religious  duties ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners cannot,  without  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  regret  and  alarm,  behold  tbe  at- 
tempts which  are  now  making  with  to 
much  intemperaiezeal  in  a  sister  kingdom 
by  some  of  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  to  j)ull  down  those  ancient  bar^ 
riers  of  our  constitution,  the  Test  Acts, 
which  upwards  of  120  years  experience 
have  proved  and  fully  convinced  the  pe- 
titioners are  the.  best  and  surest  guards 
and  security  of  both  civil  and  religions  li- 
berty, and  from  which  epoch  they  may, 
virith  great!  propriety,  date  our  national 
freedom,  prosperity,  and  happiness;  and 
the  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  hope 
and  rely  on  the  wisdom  of  parliaaaent 
that  those  great  pillars  of  bur  constitution 
will  be  permitted  to  stand  firm  and  remain 
fixed  on  their  present  basis,  without  altera*^ 
tion,  to  latest  posterity,  and  that  the  pre- 
sent claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  nay 
not  be  granted." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  tbe  Prisonses  op  Wae 
IN  Fkance.1  Mr.  Wkkbread  said,  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  Petition  fVom  the  owners 
masters  and  mates  in  the  merchant  ser- 
vice, now  prisoners  of  war  in  France, 
which  though  dated  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, he  had  ireceiral-biit  tbo  rfiy  ^ 
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fore  yesterday.  He  should  not  now  enter 
into  the  drscosston^  whether  the  continued 
captifjty  of  those  unfortunate  men  was 
owing  to  the  goirernment  of  this  country 
or  to  the  enemy,  but  he  hoped  thai  some 
means  would  be  taken  to  alleviate  their 
distresses. 

Lord  Cauttreagh  said,  the  bon.  gentle- 
man could  not  be  more  anztoua  than  him- 
self to  give  eflect  to  the  prayer  of  the  Pe- 
tition. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up  and 
read,  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  undersigned  owners  masters 
and  mates  of  British  merchant  vessels, 
prisoners  of  war  tn  France,  humbly  beg 
leave,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  fellow 
prisoners  of  the  same  class,  to  represent  to 
the  House  the  unhappy  situation  to  whieh 
they  and  their  famines  are  reduced  ;  and 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  petitwners 
have  been  deprived  of  their  liberty  for 
five  six  and  seven  years,  some  have  been 
eYen  eight  years  in  captivity,  during  all 
whith  time  they  have  received  no  more 
IVom  the  French  covernnient  than  twenty 
nine  francs  and  fifteen  ctntitttes  per  month 
each,  and  that  they  have  occa^tonafly 
partaken  of  the  cbarttable  donations  re* 
mitted  from  home  for  the  relief  of  the  pri« 
aoners  in  general,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  gi^at  number  of  seamen  soldiers  and 
Others  to  whom  these  distribntions  have 
been  necessarily  extended,  the  total  sum 
received  by*lhe  petitioners  in  diifercnt 
payments  from  the  first  general  dtstribu* 
tionin  July  1808,  and  including  the  last 
payment  on  the  25th  of  November  1811, 
amoonu  only  to  90  francs,  except  in  cases 
of  illness  or  particular  distress,  unless  they 
include  those  masters  captured  in  vessels 
under  tO  tons  register,  who  receive  from 
this  charitable  fund  a  regular  allowance  of 
nine  francs  per  month,  as  they  are  treated 
by  the  French  government  only  as  sea- 
men ;  and  that  several  of  the  petitioners 
were  prisoner!  last  war  in  France,  and  ac- 
cording to  an  ancient  custom  received  a 
regular  gratuity,  said  to  be  queen  Anne's 
b<mnty,  bat  even  this  bounty  has  been 
withheld  fh^m  them,  except  one  payment 
in  1804:  under  these  puinful  circum- 
atanees  they  have  been  obliged  to  draw 
their  chief  subsistenca  from  tiome,  from 
the  small  resources  which  Hiey  had  ac- 
notfed  by  their  former  Industry,  and  which 
tney  had  hoped  to  hate  reserved  Ibr  the 
aupDort  of  their  declinmg  years,  and  tot 
establishing  their  children  in  auch  branches 
tf  commerce  ^  night  ba  nuM  to  thtm- 


selvea  and  country ;  and  that  th«  shuatioik 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  petitioners, 
whose  resouroes  are  now  exhausted,  it 
become  truly  deplorable,  and  nrany  have 
been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  entenng 
into  menial  service  for  tl^ir  present  sub- 
sistence, not  having  any^longer  sufficient 
means  of  otherwise  providing  themsdvea 
with  lodging  cblhing  firing  and  other  «e- 
cetsartes  of  fife ;  and  that  their  case  is 
also  more  peculiarly  discouraging,  as  they 
are  not  only  without  the  consolation  en- 
joyed by  the  prisoners  of  the  royal  navy 
of  receiving  an  additional  present  suppott 
in  consideration  of  their  former  aervieea, 
but  are  obliged,  f^om  their  diminishad  re^ 
soureea,  t«  send  occasional  assistance  to 
their  apprentices  captured  with  them; 
and  that  having  dedicated  their  lives  to  a 
service  of  such  acknowledged  importance, 
both  as  a  source  of  the  public  revenues 
and  as  a  nursery  for  the  royal  navy,  they 
humbly  hope  that  the  House  will  t>e  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  take  their  present  dis* 
tress  into  consideration,  and  afibrd  them 
such  relief  for  themselves  and  families  as 
in  their  wisdom  and  goodness  the  House 
may  deem  expedient,  until  the  return  of 
peace  or  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  so  ar- 
dently and  so  anxiously  desired,  shall  re- 
lease them  from  their  long  and  unexaaa- 
pled  detention,  and  enable  them  again  to 
provide  for  their  owti  support.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wkubnad  gave  notice,  that  be 
should,  on  the  4th  of  March,  bring  for* 
ward  a  distinct  proposition  on  the  subject 
of  peace. 

LocAC  Token  Bill.]  The  Hoiue  re- 
solved into  a  Committee  on  the  Local 
Token  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ^Exchequer  said, 
that  before  the  adjournment  he  bad  given 
notice  of  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  alh>w« 
ing  the  Local  Tokens  already  issued  to 
remain  in  circulation  for  some  time  longer, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent  any  addi** 
tion  bang  made  to  the  quanciiv  now  in 
cireulation.  Many  objecHons  had  been 
made  lo  the  sappression  of  this  spi:cles  of 
currency ;  but,  evenr  if  no  chance  existed 
of  the  place  of  it  being  adequately  sup» 
plied  by  any  other  kind,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  coAtittue  a  Currency  so  entirely 
oot  oif  the  conwoul  of  government,  so 
much  debased,  and  confined,  fWHn  the  li- 
mited credit  of  the  issucTi,  to  cmain  dis- 
tricts. As,  hoivever,  temporary  inconve- 
nieote  might  arise  ftom  the  tet  In  fQea* 
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tiooy  the  measiire  which  he  should  now 
propose  might  be  desirable.  The  Hoose 
was  acquainted  with  the  improvement  in 
the  state  of  the  exchange,  from  which 
there  was  a  prospect  of  an  inflax  of  bul- 
Iion«  by  which  the  means  of  remedying 
the  evils  arising  from  the  species  of  cur- 
rency under  consideration,  might  be  in* 
creased.  The  time  which  be  intended  to 
propose  for  the  operation  of  his  Bill  was 
six  months,  but  the  proper  occasion  for 
discussing  the  period  would  be  in  the 
eommittee  on  the  Bill.  He  should  mgve 
that  the  chairman  do  report  to  the  House 
their  opinion,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Local  Token  Act. 

Mr.  Whubrcad  said,  that  six  months 
miffht  possibly  be  objected  tOf  as  at  the 
end  of  that  time  the  House  would  not  be 
sitting.  The  proper  time  for  discussing 
it,  however,  would  be  in  the  committee  on 
the  Bill. 

The  (^anceUor  <^  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  hold  out  any 
)f>robability  of  a  long  term  being  granted, 
as  he  was  convinced  of  the  mischievous- 
ness  of  the  currency  in  question. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

DftCLARATION  OF  WaR  WITH  THE  UNITED 

States  of  America,]  Lord  Castlereagh 
presented,  by  command  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Papers 
relative  to  the  discussions  with  America 
•o  the  subject  of  the  French  Decrees 
and  the  Oiden  in  Council  subsequent  to 
the  20th  of  May  IS  12:  together  with  the 
following 

DECLARATION  of  his  Rotal  Higr- 
MESS  THE  Prince  Regent  relatite 
TO  THE  Causes  and  Origin  of  the 
War  with  America. 

The  earnest  endeavours  of  the  Prince 
Resent  to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace 
^na  amity  with  the  United  States  of  Ame* 
rica  having  unfortunately  failed,  his  Royal 
Highness,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majesty,  deems  it  proper 
publicly  to  declare  the  cauies,  and  origin 
of  the  war,  in  which  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  compelled  him  to 
cnpge. 

No  desire  of  conquest,  or  other  ordinary 
motive  of  aggression- has  been,  or  can  be 
with  any  colour  of  reason,  in  this  case  im- 
puted to  Great  Britain :  that  her  commer* 
cial  interests  were  on  the  side  of  peace,  if 
war  could  have  been  avoided,  without  the 
sacrifice  of  her  maritime  rights^  or  without 
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an  injurious  submission  to  t^rance,  is  a 
truth  which  the  American  government 
will  not  deny. 

His  Royal  Highness  does  not  however 
mean  to  rest  on  the  favourable  preaump* 
tion,  to  which  he  is  entitled.  He  is  pre- 
pared  by  an  exposition  of  the  circom-> 
stances  which  have  led  to  the  present  war, 
to  show  that  Great  Britain  has  thronghout 
acted  towards  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, with  a  spirit  of  amity,  forbearance, 
and  conciliation ;  and  to  demonstrate  the 
inadmissible  nature  of  those  pretensions, 
which  have  at  length  unhappily  involved 
the  two  countries  in  war. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  world,  that  it 
has  been  the  invariable  object  of  Uie  ruler 
of  France^  to  destroy  the  power  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  British  empire,  as  the 
chief  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of 
his  ambitious  designs. 

He  first  contemplated  the  possibility 
of  assembling  such  a  naval  force  in  tlw 
channel  as,  combined  with  a  numerous 
flotilla,  should  enable  him  to  disembark  in 
England  an  army  sufficient,  in  his  c^ncep* 
tion,  to  subjugate  this  country;  and 
through  the  conquest  of  Great  Britaia 
he  hoped  to  realiae  his  project  of  aniversai 
empire. 

By  the  adoption  of  an  enlarged  and  pro- 
vident system  of  internal  defence,  and  by 
the  valour  of  his  Majesty's  fleets  and  ar« 
mies,  this  design  was  entirely  frustrated  ; 
and  the  naval  force  of  France,  ailer  the 
most  signal  defeats,  was  compelled  to  re« 
tire  from  the  ocean. 

An  attempt  was  then  made  to  effectuate 
the  same  purpose  by  other  means :  a  sys* 
tern  was  brought  forward,  by  which  the 
ruler  of  France  hoped  to  annihilate  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain,  to  shake  her 
public  credit,  and  to  destroy  her  revenue  ; 
to  render  useless  her  maritime  superiority^ 
and  so  to  avail  himself  of  his  continenal 
ascendancy,  as  to  constitute  himself  in  a 
great  measure  the  arbiter  of  the  ocean, 
notwithstanding  the  destruction  of  bis 
fleeU. 

With  this  view,  by  the  Decree  of  Berlin, 
followed  by  that  of  Milan,  he  dedarad 
the  British  territories  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade;  and  that  all  commerce,  or 
even  correspondence  with  Great  Biiiain 
was  prohibited.  He  decreed  that  every 
vessel  and  cargo,  which  had  entered,  or 
was  found  proceeding  to  a  British  port,  or 
which,  under  way  circumstances,  had  baest 
visited  by  a  British  ship  of  war,  should  be 
lawful  priae:  he  declared  all  British 
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goods  and  produce,  wherever  found,  and 
however  acquired,  whether  coming  from 
the  mother  c&untry  or  from  her  colonies, 
subject  to  confiscation:  he  further  de- 
clared to  be  denationalized,  the  flag  of 
all  neutral  ships  that  should  be  found 
ofiending  a^inst  these  his  Decrees :  and 
he  gave  to  this  project  of  universal  tyranny, 
the  name  of  the  Continental  System. 

For  these  attempts  to  ruin  the  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain,  by  means  sub- 
versive of  the  clearest  rights  of  neutral 
nations,  France  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
rest  ber  justification  upon  the  previous 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  government. 

Under  circumstances  of  unparalleled 
provocation,  his  Majesty  had  abstained 
from  any  measure,  which  the  ordinary 
rules  of  the  law  of  nations  did  not  fully  war- 
rant. Never  was  the  maritime  superiority 
of  a  belligerent  over  his  enemy,  more 
complete  and  decided.  Never  was  the 
opposite  belligerent  so  formidably  dange- 
rous in  his  power,  and  in  his  policy  to  the 
liberties  of  all  other  nations.  France  had 
already  trampled  so  openly  and  systema- 
tically on  the  most  sacred  rights  of  neutral 
powers,  as  might  well  have  justified  the 
placing  ber  out  of  the  pale  of  civilized 
nations.  Yet  in  this  extreme  case.  Great 
Britain  had  so  used  her  naval  ascendancy, 
that  her  enemy  could  find  no  just  cause 
of  complaint :  and  in  order  to  give  to  these 
lawless  Decrees  the  appearance  of  retalia- 
tion, the  ruler  of  France  was  obliged  to 
advance  principles  of  maritime  law  un- 
sanctioned by  any  other  authority,  than 
bis  own  arbitrary  will. 

The  pretexts  for  these  Decrees  were, 
first,  that  Great  Britain  had  exercised  the 
rights  of  war  against  private  persons,  their 
ships  and  goods ;  as  if  the  only  object  of 
legitimate  hostility  on  the  ocean  were  the 
public  property  of  a  state,  or  as  if  the 
edicts,  and  the  court  of  France  itself  had 
not  at  all  timet  enforced  this  right  with 
peculiar  rigour ;  secondly,  thai  the  British 
orders  of  blockade,  instead  of  being  con- 
fined to  fortified  towns,  had,  as  France  as* 
serted,  been  onlawfully  extended  to  com* 
mercial  towns  and  ports,  and  to  the  mouths 
of  rivers  ;  and  thirdly,  that  they  had  been 
applied  to  places,  and  to  coasts,  which 
neitb^  were,  nor  could  be  actually 
blockaded.  The  last  of  these  charges  is 
act  founded  on  fiict,  whilst  the  others, 
even  by  the  admission  of  the  American 
government,  are  utterly  groundless  in 
point  of  law. 

Agaiiist  theae  Decrees,  his  Migest/  fx%- 


tested  and  appealed  ;  he  called  upon  the 
United  States  to  assert  their  own  rights, 
and  to  vindicate  their  independence,  tbua 
menaced  and  attacked ;  and  as  France 
had  declared,  that  she  would  confiscate 
every  vessel,  which  should  touch  in  Great 
Britain,  or  be  visited  by  British  ships  of 
war,  his  MKjesty, having  previously  issued 
the  Order  of  January  1807,  as  an  act  of 
mitigated  retaliation,  was  at  length  com- 
pelled, by  the  persevering  violence  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  continued  acquiescence  of 
neutral  powers,  to  revisit,  upon  France,  in 
a  more  effectual  manner,  the  measure  of 
her  own  injustice;  by  declaring,  in  an 
Order  in  Council,  bearing  date  the  1 1  th 
of  November  1807,  that  no  neutral  vessel 
should  proceed  to  France  or  to  any  of  the 
countries  from  which,  in  obedience  to  the 
dictates  of  France,  British  commerce  was 
excluded,  without  first  touching  at  a 
port  in  Grea^t  Britain,  or  her  depen- 
dencies. At  the  same  time  his  Af  ajesty 
intimated  his  readiness  to  repeal  the 
Orders  in  Council,  whenever  France 
should  rescind  her  Decrees,  and  return  to 
the  accustomed  principles  of  maritime 
warfare ;  and  at  a  subsequent  period,  as 
a  proof  of  his  Majesty's  sincere  desire  to 
accommodate,  as  far  as  possible,  bis  de- 
fensive measures  to  the  convenience  of 
neutral  powers,  the  operation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  was,  by  an  Order  issued 
in  April  1809,  limited  to  a  blockade  of 
France,  and  of  the  countries  subjected  to 
her  immediate  dominion. 

Systems  of  violence,  oppression,  and 
tyranny,  can  never  be  suppressed,  or 
even  checked,  if  the  power  agaioit  which 
such  injustice  is  exercised,  be  debarred 
from  the  right  of  full  and  adequate  retalia* 
tion :  or,  if  the  measures  of  the  reuliatiog 
power,  are  to  be  considered  as  matters  of 
just  ofience  to  neutral  nations,  whilst  the 
measures  of  original  aggression  and  vio- 
lence are  to  be  tolerated  with  indifierence« 
submissioD,  or  complacency. 

The  govemmeni  of  the  United  States 
did  not  fail  to  remonstrate  against  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain.  AU 
though  they  knew,  that  these  Orders 
would  be  revoked,  if  the  Decrees  of  France 
which  had  occasioned  then,  were  repeal- 
ed, they  resolved  at  the  same  moment  to 
resist  the  conduct  of  both  belligerents,  in- 
stead of  requiring  France  in  the  first  inr 
stance  to  resdnd  ber  Decrees.  Applying 
most  unjustly  the  same  measure  of  resent- 
ment to  the  aggressor,  and  to  the  party 
aggrieved,  they  adopted  measures  of  com- 
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jnerottl  resit Uuice  againat  both-^-a  lyslev 
ofresiatance*  wkich»  however  ? aried  lo  iJie 
succeasive  Acu  of  Embargo,  Noa-Inter- 
courae,  or  Non- Importation,  was  evidently 
unequal  io  its  operatioQi  and  principally 
levelled  against  the  superior  commerce, 
and  mariiune  power  of  Great  Britain. 

The  same  partiality  towards  France  was 
observable,  in  their  negociaiioosy  as  in 
their  measures  of  alleged  resistance. 

Application  was  made  to  both  bellige- 
rents for  a  revocaiio;i  of  their  respective 
edicts ;  but  the  terms  in  which  they  were 
made,  were  widely  different. 

Of  France  was  reauired  a  revocation 
only  of  the  Berlin  ana  Milan  Decrees,  al- 
though many  other  edicts,  grossly  violating 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  had  been  proroulffated  by  that 
power.  No  security  was  demanded,  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  ev^n  if  re- 
voked, should  not  under  some  oiher  form 
be  re-established :  and  a  direct  engage- 
ment was  oflS?red,  that  upon  such  revoca- 
tion, the  American  government  would 
lake  part  in  the  war  against  Great 
Britain,  if  Great  Britain  did  not  im- 
mediately rescind  her  Order8.-*Whereas 
no  corresponding  engagement  was  of- 
fered to  Great  Britain,  of  whom  it  was 
required,  not  only  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  should  be  repealed,  but  that  no 
others  of  a  similar  nature  should  be  issued, 
and  that  the  blockade  of  May  1806, 
should  be  also  abandoned.  This  blockade 
established  and  enforced  according  to  ac* 
customed  practice,  had  not  been  objected 
to  by  the  United  States  at  the  time  it  was 
issued.  Its  provisions  were  on  the  con- 
trary  represented  by  the  American  mi- 
nister resident  in  London  at  the  time,  to 
have  been  so  framed*  as  to  afford  in  bis 
judgment,  a  proof  of  the  friendly  disposi* 
lion  of  the  British  cabinet  towaros  the 
UniM  Sutfa. 

Great  Britain  was  thus  called  upon  to 
abandon  one  of  ber  most  important  ma* 
ntime  rigbu;  by  acknowledging  the 
order  of  tMOckade  in  question,  to  be  one 
ef  the  edicts,  whioh  violated  iheoommerce 
of  the  United  States,  altboogb  it  bad  never 
been  ao  considered  in  the  previous  nego« 
ciations ;— 4nd  although  the  President  of 
the  United  States  bad  recently  consented 
to  abcogaAc  the  Noenlntercoone  Act,  on 
the  sole  condition  of  the  Qrden  inConncil 
being  revoked ;  thereby  distinctly  ad  ^ 
mittingtbese  Orders  to  be  theonly  edicts^ 
whicb  fell  mi$bitk  4be  contemplatioi^  of  the 
last,  nndar  which  he  acted. 
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A  |>ropo8itionao  hostile  to  Geeal  Britain 
coold  not  but  be  proportionably  cncoo- 
raging  to  the  pretensions  of  the  eoeoiy. 
As  by  thus  alleging  that  the  blockade  of 
May  1806,  was  illegal,  the  Aiwricmn  ao- 
vernment  virtually  justified^  se  far  aa  de- 
pended  on  them,  the  French  Decreea. 

After  this  proposition  had  been  made, 
the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  if 
not  in  concert  with  that  |(overDmentt  at 
least  in  conformity  with  its  views,  in  a 
dispatch,  dated  the  5th  of  Augast  ISIQ, 
and  addressed  to  the  American  minister 
resident  at  Paris,  stated  that  tbe  Berlin 
auil  Milan  Decrees  were  revoked^  end  that 
their  operation  would  cease  from  tbe  1st 
day  of  November  following,  provided  bif 
Majesty  would  revoke  his  Orders  in  Coon> 
ciU  and  renounce  the  new  principles  of 
blockade ;  or  that  the  United  Statea  would 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected ;  mean- 
ing thereby,  that  they  would  resist  the  re- 
taliatory measures  of  Great  Brita'.u 

Although  the  repeal  of  the  French  Dr* 
crees  thus  .announced  was  evidently  con- 
tingent, either  qn  concessions  to  be  made 
by  Great  Britain,  (concessions  to  which  it 
was  obvious  Great  Britain  could  not  sub- 
mit,) or  on  measures  to  be  adopted  by  the 
United  States  of  America ;  the  Americaa 
President  at  once  considered  the  repeal 
as  absolute.  Under  that  pretence  tbe 
Nun- Importation  Act  was  strictly  enforced 
against  Great  Britain,  whilst  the  ships  of 
war,  and  merchant  ships  of  the  enemy 
were  received  into  the  harboors  of  Ame* 
rica.— The  American  government,  asaom- 
ing  the  repeal  of  the  French  Decrees  to  be 
absolute,  and  effectual,  most  nujostly  re- 

3uired  Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  bar 
eclarations;  to  revoke  her  Orders  in 
Council.  The  British  government  denied 
that  the  repeal,  which  was  announced  in 
the  letter  of  the  French  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  was  such  as  ought  to  satiafy 
Great  Britain ;  and  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  true  character  of  tho  measnre  adopted 
by  France,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  was  called  upon  to  prodnce  the  in- 
strument, by  whicn  the  alleged  repeal  of 
the  French  Decrees  had  been  e(Koted.  If 
thoBc  Decrees  were  really  revoked,  eech 
an  instrument  most  exist,  and  no  aatia£sc- 
tory  reason  could  be  given  for  witbbold* 
ing  it. 

At  length,,  on.  the  2 1  st  of  May  1 S 1 2. 
and  not  before,  the  American  miaisler  in 
Lopdon  did  produce  a  copy,  or  fU  least 
what  purported  to  be^acopy  ofsaicb  an 
mstmmeat* 
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It  profened  to  bear  date  the  98th  of 
April  1611,  long  MbwcjQient  to  the  dis* 
patch  of  the  Freiieh  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  of  the  $%k  t€  Aogntt  1810,  or  even 
the  day  named  therein.  Tia.  the  Itt  No* 
Tember  following,  when  the  operation  of 
the  French  Decreet  was  to  cease.  This 
instroment  expressly  decTared  that  tliese 
French  Decrees  were  repealed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  American  legislature  hav- 
ing, by  their  Act  of  the  1st  of  March 
1811,  provided,  that  British  ships- and 
raerchsndJBe  shoald  be  excluded  from  the 
ports  and  harbours  of  the  United  States. 

By  this  instrument,  the  only  document 
produced  by  America  as  a  repeal  of  the 
French  Decrees,  it  appears  beyond  a  pos- 
sibility of  doubt  or  cavil,  that  the  stlleged 
repeal  of  the  French'  Decrees  was  condi- 
tional, as  Great  Britain  had  asserted ;  and 
not  absolute  or  final,  as  had  been  main- 
tained by  America ;  that  they  were  not 
repealed  at  the  time  they  were  stated  to  be 
repealed  by  the  American  government; 
that  they  were  not  repealed  in  conformity 
with  a  proposition,  simultaneously  made 
to  both  belligerents,  but  in  consequence  of 
m  previous  act  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can government,  in  favour  of  one  bellige* 
rent,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other :  that 
the  American  government  having  adopted 
measures  restrictive  upon  the  commerce 
of  both  belligerents,  in  consequence  of 
edicts'  issued  by  both,  rescinded  these 
measures,  as  they  affected  that  power, 
which  was  the  aggre^or,  whilst  they  put 
them  in  full  operation  against  the  party 
aggrieved ;  although  the  edicts  of  bbth 
powers  continued  in  force;  and  lastly, 
that  they  excluded  the  ships  of  war,  be- 
longing to  one  belligerent,  whilst  they  ad- 
mitted into  their  ports  and  harbours  the 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  other,  in 
Tiolation  of  one  of  the  plainest,  and  most 
•ssentiaf  duties  of  a  neutral  natioh. 

Although  the  instrument  thus  produced 
was  by  no  means  that  general  arid  un- 

Soiilifted  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
liian  Decrees,  which  Great  Britain  had 
continually  demanded,  and  had  a  full 
right  to  claim  ;  and  although  this  instru- 
ment, under  all  the  circumstances  of  its 
appearance  at  that  moment,  for  the  first 
time,  was  open  to  the  strongest  suspicions 
of  its  authenticity ;  yet  as  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  produced  it,  as  purport- 
ing to  l>e  a  copy  of  the  instrument  of  re- 
vocation, the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
desirons  of  reverting,  if  possible,  to  the 
ancient  and  accosiomed  principles  of  m»* 
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ritime  war,  determined  upon  revoking 
conditionally  the  Orders  in  Council.  Ac- 
cordingly in  the  month  of  June  last,  his' 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  was 
pleased  to  declare  in  council,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  that  the 
Orders  ilk  Council  should  be  revoked,  as 
far  as  respected  the  ships  and  property  of 
the  United  States,  from  the '1st  of  August 
following.  This  revocation  was  to  con- 
tinue in  force  provided  the  government  of 
the  United  States  should,  within  a  time  to 
be  limited,  repeal  their  restrictive  laws 
against  British  commerce.  His  Majesty's 
minister  in  America  was  expressly  ordered 
to  declare  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  "  this  measure  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Prince  Regent  in  the 
earnest  wish  and  hope,  either  that  the  |^* 
vemment  of  France,  by  farther  relaxation 
of  its  system,  might  render  perseverance 
on  the  part  of'  Great  Britain  in  retaliatory 
measures  unnecessary,  or  if  this  hope 
should  prove  delusive,  that  his  Majesty's 
government  might  be  enabled,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  irritating  and  restrictive  regu- 
lations on  either  side,  to  enter  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  into  amica- 
ble explanations,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether,  if  Che  necessity  of  reta- 
liatory measures  should  unfortunately 
continue  to  operate,  the  particular  measures 
to  be  acted  upon  by  Great  Britain,  could 
be  rendered  more  acceptable  to  the  Ame- 
rican government,  than  those  hitherto  pur* 
sued.'^ 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  contingency 
of  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  previous  to  the  arrival  in 
America  of  the  said  Order  of  Revocation, 
instructions  were  sent  to  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nister  plenipotentiary  accredited  to  the 
United  States  (the  execution  of  which  in- 
structions, in  consequence  of  the  disconti- 
nuance of  Mr.  Foster's  functions,  were  at 
a  subsequent  period  entrusted  to  admiral 
sir  John  Bdrlase  Warren),  directing  him 
to  propose  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  should 
they  have  commenced;  and  farther  to 
ofier  a  simultaneous  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  on  the  one  side,  and  of  ihe  re- 
strictive laws  on  British  ships  and  eom-« 
merce  on  the  other. 

They  were  also  respectively  empowered 
to  acquaint  the  American  government,  in 
reply  to  any  inquiries  with  respect  to  tha 
blockade  of  May  1 805,  whilst  the  British 
government  must  continue  to^maintain  its 
legality,  "  that  in  point  of  fact  this  par- 
ticttlar  blockade  had  been  discontinued 
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for  a  Uqgth  «f  tim^p  haviag  been  mtrgnd 
in  the  geaeral  reuliatorjr  Wockade  of  Ibe 
enemy's  pprtf  upder  the  Orders  in  Coaa- 
cil,  and  thft  lii#  Mayjesty's  gofemmeot 
had  no  intention  of  recttrriog  to  tbi9»  or  to 
any  other  of  the  blockades  of  the  enemy's 
porta,  founded  upon  the  ordinary^ land  ac- 
customed principles  of  maritime  law, 
^htch  were  in  force  prcTious  tp  the  Or* 
ders  in  Comicil,  without  a  new  notice  to 
f eutrel  powers  in  the  usual  form/' 

The  Americaa  government,  t>efore  they 
neceived  intimation  of  the  course  adopted 
by  the  Britis|i  government,  had  in  fact 
proceeded  to  the  ei^treme  metiitre  of  de- 
daring  war,  ^d  issoing  "  liOtters  of 
Marque/'  notwkhstsnding  they  were  pre- 
viousit  i|i  possesion  of  the  Hjepert  of  the 
French  iqiois^er  for  foreign  aOairs,  of  the 
12th  of  Marcb>  ISl'J,  promaigating  anew 
Ihe  Berlin  and  Milan  Decseef»  #s  fuada* 
mental  laws  of  the  French  empire,  under 
the  false  and  eztrav^ant  pretei^t,  that  Mse 
monstrous  principles  therein  contained 
vere  to  he  fopnd  in  the  treaty  of  IJireebt, 
and  were  therefore  binding  upon  all  states. 
From  the  penalties  of  this  pode  no  nation 
was  to  he  exempt,  which  did  no^  accept 
it,  not  tmly  aa  the  rule  of  its  own  <ymduct, 
but  as  a  law,  the  obtue rtaoce  of  which,  it 
Mras  also  required  to  enforce  ufion  Qreat 
Britain. 

In  ^  Manjfeitp,  accomipanying  their 
deplaratiqn  of  hostilitiet,  in  addition  to 
Uie  former  cpmplainu  against  the  Ordars 
in  Council,  a  long  list  of  grievances  was 
brpugbt:  forward  i  some  trivial  in  them- 
selves, others  iMiich  had  been  mutually 
'  adJMstef],  but  none  pf  them  such,  as  were 
ever  |>efora  all^^  by  the  American  go« 
vernment  to  be  grounds  for  war. 

As  if  to  thfow  additional  obstacles  in 
the  w^y  of  peace,  the  American  Congress 
at  the  same  time  passed  a  law*  prohibiting 
all  interpourse  with  Great  Britain^  nf  4Vcb 
a  tenor,  as  deprived  the  executive  govern- 
fnent>  according  to  the  President's  own 
ponstmction  of  that  Act,  of  all  power  of 
restoring  the  relations  if  friendly  inter* 
course  between  the  two  stat^t  >o  far  nl 
least  as  concerned  their  commercial  intef* 
course  until  ppngress  should  re-assemble. 

The  President  of  thp  UniUf)  States  has, 
it  is  true,  since  proposed  to  Great  Britain 
an  nr«(iisticf ;  not,  homver,  on  the  ad* 
missipQ^  that  the  paose  of  war  hitherto  re- 
lied pn  was  removed  ;  bnl  op  opnditiou, 
that  Qrpet  Briti^nJ  m  »  preltmiaary  step, 
$^\d  dp  i^way  a  pause  e|  w^,  naw 
ks9Wte  forw^i4. 9*  inch  Ut  (he  firs^  Ume» 
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napiply^  thai  sh«  ^\l9lfii  sAiiBdoii  %3$e 
exercise  of  her  iindonhted  right  ef  apar^« 
to  take  from  Ai^riqio  mercbafi^  fepKl* 
British  seamep,  the  patpr^l-boro  tnl^iectf 
of  his  Majfissty ;  and  (bis  concespion  w%» 
required  upon  a  mere, assurance  that  liiw 
would  be  enacted  by  the  legislatore  of  the 
United  States,  to  prevent  such  sesmiea 
from  enuring  into  the|r  service;  b«M  ia- 
dependent  of  the  objection  to  an  exclusive 
rplianpp  oo  %  foreign  state,  for  the  conser* 
vation  of  sp  vital  an  interest,  no  explaiia«> 
tion  was,  or  eoold  be  affi>rded  by  the  ngeal 
who  was  charged  with  this  overture*  either 
as  tp  the  main  principles,  upon  which  e«ch 
laws  were  to  be  founded*  or  as  |o  iha  pto* 
visions  which  it  was  proposed  they  sbenid 
contain. 

This  prpposition  having  |>een  objeded 
tp,  a  second  preposal  was  i9^«  ng«iA  of- 
fering en  armistice,  prpvided  the  British 
goyerpmenl  would  secretly  stipulate  |o  i«- 
nppnce  the  exercise  of  this  right  in  a 
tff^ty  of  peace.  AiKlttimediate  and  ios* 
n>al  abanilnnmeot  pf  its  eitefpise,  as  pre- 
liminary  to  a  cessi^tion  of  bostiliiies^  was 
npt  demanded ;.  hpt  l^is  royal  highaeea  the 
Prince  Regent  was  reqnirei^,  in  the  name 
and  en  the  behalf  ot  his  M^esiy,  ffcvetiy 
to  abandon,  what  the  former  overture  had 
proposed  to  him  publicly  tp  concede. 

This  mpst  onQesite  propp^itinn  wasals* 
rejected,  being  acpompanied,  as  the  former 
h^d  been,  by  other  demandu  of  the  asest 
exceptionable  natorp,  and  especially  of 
indemnity  for  all  American  vesaela  de> 
twined  and  condemned  nnder  th^  Ordeie 
in  Council,  or  under  what  were  termed  il* 
legal  blockade»--a  compliance  if  itb  which 
dema^d^,  exclusive  of  all  other  4»iyactiesn, 
would  have  amounted  to  an  absuJole  sur- 
render of  the  rights,on  which  those  Qrdeia 
and  blockades  were  founded. 

Had  the  American  governmesit  bee* 
sincere  in  representing  the  Qntera  in 
Copncili  as  the  only  subject  of  difference 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uuiied 
$tate%  calculated  to  lead  to  bestiltties;  i4 
might  have  been  expected,  sp  soon  as  the 
Ypvocatiqn  of  those  Orders  had  been  pft« 
cially  mi^e  known  ^  to  them,  that  they 
wpuld  have  spontaiMOusty  recalled  then 
<«  Letters  of  Marine,''  nnd  manifeeteil  a 
4i^PQsiti^n  immediately  to  vestpre  the  re- 
lations of  peace  and  amity  between  the 
tW9  powers. 

B^i  the  conduct  of  the  gavemiDeni  of 
((^  United  Siatea  l^y  m  moani  emras* 
pnnded  wi|h  mph  reai^onafelaexpeQiatipiMi 
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4ifliiig  oAoMfy  «eftimiitrteaMf  rfl  AAieHcAy 
the  govmMMHf  of  Uie  Unh^  States  mw 
4i»tliHig  in  ihe  r«p«fti  of  tb6  Ord^ra  Tid 
Cewieil,  wbieb  irtlotvld  of  tueif  r^tore 
Mace,  anteatGrMift  Briisin  w«re  prepared, 
m  Che  firtt  tiistMk«e«  cubifaAtially  (o  relin- 
4fiMlk  life  rigtve*  ^f  impreBtfin^'  her  ei^n 
^eemen,  when  ^ed  or  bo«kl^  Anerican 
.Merehtnt  shipt. 

Vm  pi^potttfl  of  en  arm^tiee,  and  «f  a 
eimuliaiieewr^peil  of  ifhe  retftnctive  ttea- 
iatiM»oft  both  sidei,  awfa^eq^etttly  Aiade  by 
<ihe  (MmnaniHug  eifllQep  ef  h{)l  Mfijvmy's 
«i#rai  i(i»eea  eta  ibe  Amfericaft  coaat,  wefe 
f^eeeived  m*  xhtf  saAtae  bontile  fpirit  by  the 
^fffi^tifmem  of  fb«^  Unie^d  Stetei.  The 
•iMpeii4i<Mi  ef  lA^  ]p¥actice  eP  impreasment 
was  imisted  epon,  ih  Che  cetYe^pendenee 
%rhibb  paMed  6n  fhat  oocaaion,  as  if  neees- 
^er)r  preHflyinery  lo  a  cestation  of  hetftitf  • 
4ler:  aegoeietieii!,  U  wa»  stated,  ikiight 
1«be  p4ace  w^etieiA  ai^y  siMpensfon'  of  the 
430eroise  ef  this  rii^e,  Aid  efed  #ithoot  aiby 
amistioe  being  eoncletfed;  but  GreAt 
^Heein  was  required  previeasly  to  aigree, 
Wflbotfl  any  hviewledge  of  the  adeqaacy 
of  the  system  whteh-  coold  be  substitoted, 
eo  negoeiSMe  upon'  the  basife  of  accepting 
the  legislatire  regulations  of  a  foretgti 
atflte»  as  the  sole  equWalent  for  Che  exer- 
eise  of  a  rr^  which  she  has  felt  td  be 
eeientiat  to  «he  soppoit  of  h^r  maritime' 
^wer. 

If  America,  bydemAndfogtliis  prelimi- 
Wftfy  conoesiion/  intends  to  deny  the  ▼«- 
Itdity  of  that  rigAt,  iw  fhat  demal  Greet 
Brtt^in  Cannot  itc«)o4esce;  mM*  Will  she 
gfee  ^c^mitenance  ti)  such  a  pretension,  by 
acceding  to  iu  I'uspcfnsioi),  m^cb  less  to  tt4 
abandonment,  as  a  basis 6A  wHith  toti^at. 
If  ttid  Americftif  getertnmeni  ha^  demised, 
cr  ceneeifeS*  it  can  devise,  i^egolations, 
which  may  saif^ly  be  m^cepted  by  Great 
Britain,  as  a  substiime  An'  the  exerciae  of 
the  right  in  questton,  it  \^  for  thcva  to 
b«1ng0>rward  swNi  a  p' an  for  cdnsidera- 
sten.  The  BHtfeh'g«>Vemmertt  h«s  never 
meempted'  tb  excltide  this  qoestidn  from' 
iAongst  th<}se,  on  whicfl  the  two  stases 
Oi^hi  hsrf  e  to  negociati' :  it  hai,  on  the 
iMmnsi*^,  nuifot^ty  prefMRed' its  readiness 
CO'reeeire'  and  disc-OSS' any  proposition  on' 
tMtf'sUbj^t,  colli  ing  frbm  thd  Aitterioan 
goeetitawnt:  H  hue  ifeTcr  asserted  any 
diKltislte  right,  as  «o  the  impn^ssment  of^ 
Brftftah  aeansen  ftom  Americ^o^  vees^, 
wHtoh*  ie  was  nttt  prepared  to*  adraoW-' 
ledge^ar'appenaiifingequally  to  the  go-* 
ire#Miett«  o#  the  IMted  Stiues^  with  re-* 
^^ed^l^  AttUfkaifibiiriMiPWiwi'  fbmid  eai 
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htUti  BrhMi  itierchant  ships  :«^b6(  itc«M^ 
tM,  by  ecceding  to  sucn  a  basis  in  th^ 
ft^st  iasCadce,  either  assume,  6r  ^6thti  that 
to  be  pf  lidicsfble,  which,  when  attem.ptcfd 
on  fbrm^r  occasions,  hiiiB  always  beeA 
found  to  be  attended^  with  great  difl&col* 
lie)i ;  iueli  difficoKies,  a»  the  Brteish  Coftf- 
missioners  in  1806  eitpfessfy  declared, 
efler  an  attentife  cOnsfde^affofn  of  the  Sug- 
gestions brought  forward  by  the  €otniilki»- 
sloners  on  the  pare  of  America,  they  were 
UMible  to  surmount. 

Whilst  this  proptMit'ton,  tra^siMfted 
ilirough'  the  British  admiVatf,  Was  peAdihg 
in  America,  aAoVher  cOmfAaunicAiknf  on 
the  subject  of  aA  armistice  wasunoffici^Hy 
made  to  the  British  goVeVmnem  in  tihn 
country.  The  agent,  iioia  Whom  this 
proposition  ^as  received^,  acknowledged 
that  he  iKd  not  consider.  Chat  he  had  aiiy 
authority  himself,  to  sign  itn  egreement 
on  the  part  of  his  government.  It  was 
obvious  that  any  stipulattofttf  entered  intd, 
in  conseqitence  of  this  overture,  wouhi 
have  been  binding  on  th^  British  goverii^ 
ment,  whilst  th«  governmi^nt  of  tfhe  United 
States  would  have  bden  free  to  refuse  or 
accefit  them,  accottHng  to  tb^  circum- 
stances of  the  moment!:  this  proposition 
Was  therefore  necessarily  d^dfined. 

After  this  exposition  of  the  circum- 
stances Which  preceded,  aild  Which  hav^ 
followed'  the  dcclafarinn  of  war  by  the 
United  States,  his  coyal  highni^s^  the 
Prince  Regeht,  acting  in'  the  name  and  ou 
the  belialf  of  his  MajMy,  feels  himsi^f 
emailed  sipoti  to  decltaire  the  leading  prin- 
ciples, by  which  the  conduct  of  Greti 
Britain  has  been  regulated  in  the  trans-- 
actions  connected  with  these  discussions. 

Mis  Royal  Highnem  can  never  aeknoW- 
ledgb  aity  Mbckade  whttsoever  to  be  ille- 
gal,  which  bab  been  dn4y  notified^  and'  Is 
supported  by  aft  adequate  fol*ce,  merely 
upon  the  grdond  of  its  eittetit;  of  becau^ 
the  ports  or  coaM  bkH*kiided«  are  ndlf  at 
ibe  same  time  invested  by  lend* 

His  Royal  Highnesft  can  never  adiriit, 
that  neutral  trade  with  Great  Britain  eab 
be  constituted  a  public  criatie,  the  colli* 
miiKiion  of  which  can  expose  the'shipe  6f 
any  power  whatever  to  he  dedationalised. 

His  Royal  Highbels  Ctti  never  admit 
that  Gr^  Britkin  can  be  debarttJd  ^  iU 
right  of  just  and  iiecessery  i^taliatioti, 
through'  the  fdar'of  eteMually  alfcctiog 
the  interest  of  a  ihebtrtih 

His  Roy  fell  Highndrts'  can 'never  adnrit, 
that  in  thtf  exercise  of  tbd  dMdodbted  iWd 
ihkheM.  ondliipttteit  ri^i  ^  slmrchit% 
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neatral  merchant  TosseU  in  time  of  war. 
the  .impressment  of  British  seamen,  when 
found  therein,  can  be  deemed  any  violation 
of  a  neutral  flag.  Neither  can  be  admit, 
that  the  taking  such  seamen  from  on  board 
such  vessels,  can  be  considered  by  any 
Beuiral  state  as  a  hostile  measure,  or  a 
justifiable  cause  of  war. 
^  There  is  no  right  more  clearly  estab- 
jisbed,  than  the  right  which  a  sovereign 
has  to  the  allegiance  of  his  subjects,  more 
especially  in  time  of  war.  Their  alle- 
giance is  no  optional  duty,  which  they 
can  decline,  and  resume  at  pleasure.  Il 
is  a  call  which  they  are  bound  to  obey  : 
it  began  with  their  birth,  and  can  only 
terminate  with  their  existence. 

If  a  similarity  of  language  and  manners 
may  make  the  exercise  of  tbis/right  more 
liable  to  partial  mistakes,  aud  occasional 
abose,  when  practised  towards  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  the  same  circumstances 
make  it  also  a  right,  with  the  exercise  of 
which,  in  re|;ard  to  such  vessels,  it  is  more 
difficult  to  dispense. 

But,  if  to  the  practice  t>f  the  United 
States,  to  harbour  British  seamen,  be 
.added  their  assumed  right,  to  transfer 
the  allegiance  of  British  subjecu,  and 
thus  to  cancel  the  jurisdiction  of  their  le- 
gitimate sovereign,  by  acts  of  naturaliza- 
tion and  certificates  of  citixenship,  which 
ihey  pretend 'to  be  as  valid  out  of  their 
•  own  territory,  as  within  it,  it  is  obvious 
that  to  abandon  this  ancient  right  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  admit  these  novel  preten- 
tions of  the  United  States,  would  be  to  ex- 
pose to- danger  the  very  foundation  of  our 
maritime  strength. 

Without  entering  minutely  into  the 
other  topics,  which  have  been  brought 
forward  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
whatever  the  declaration  of  the  United 
States  may  have  asserted.  Great  Britain 
never  did  demand,  that  they  should  force 
British  manufactures  int^  France;  and 
she  formally  declared  her  willingneu  en- 
tirely to  forego,  or  modify,  in  concert 
with  the  Vnited  States,  the  system,  by 
which  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
enemy  had  been  allowed  under  the  pro- 
tection of  licences :  provided  the  United 
States  would  act  towards  her,  and  towaida 
France,  with  real  impartiality. 
J.  J*^  government  of  America,  if  the 
Oifierence  between  states  are  not  inter- 
minable, has  at  little  right  to  notice  the 
dbir  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  aggret- 
tion^  in  thii  inttaacff,  oft  the  part  of  a 


British  officer,  was  acknowledged,  hit 
conduct  was  disapproved,  and  a  Fopamtion 
wat  regularly  tendered  by  Mr,  Fotlcr  on 
the  part  of  his  M^jesty^  and  accepted  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  less  unwarranted  in  tto  allotioa 
to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Henry;  a  miaaiass 
undertaken  without  the  authority,  or  evca 
knowledge  of  his  Majesty's  govemmeDt, 
and  which  Mr.  F<ister  was  anthorited 
formally  and  officially  to  disavow. 

The  charge  of  exciting  the  Indiftna  to 
oflTensive  measures  against  the  Uoiled 
SteteS|  is  equally  void  of  fooodatioii.  Be- 
fore the  war  began>  a  policy  the  mnst  op- 
posite bad  been  uniformly .  punned,  and 
proof  of  this  was  tendered  by  Mr*  Feeler 
to  the  American  government. 

Such  are  the  causes  of  war  which  have 
been  put  forward  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  But  the  real  origin  of 
the  present  contest  will  be  found  in  that 
spirit,  which  has  long  unhappily  acloated 
the  councils  of  the  united  States :  their 
marked  partiality  in  palliating  and  atsist- 
ing  the  aggressive  tyranny  of  France; 
their  systematic  endeavours  to  inflame 
their  people  against  the  defensive  mea- 
sures of  Great  Britain ;  their  ungenerooi 
conduct  towards  Spain,  the  intimate  ally 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  their  unworthy  de« 
sertion  of  the  cause  of  other  neatral  n^ 
tions.  It  is  through  the  prevalence  of 
such  councils,  that  America  hat  been  as- 
sociated in  policy  with  France,  and  com- 
mitted in  war  against  Great  Britain. 

And  under  what  conduct  on  the  part  of 
France  has  the  government  of  the  United 
States  thus  lent  iteelf  to  the  enemy  ?  The 
contemptuoos  violation  of  the  commercial 
treaty  of  the  year  1800,  between  France 
and  the  United  States;  the  treacherous 
seizure  of  all  American  vessels  and  car- 
goes in  every  harbour  subject  to  the  fon- 
troul  of  the  French  arms ;  the  tyrannical 
principles  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decreet, 
and  the  confiscations  under  them;  the 
tubseqnent  condemnations  under  the  Ram- 
bouillet  Decree,  antedated  or  concealed  to 
render  it  the  more  efieotnal:  the  French 
commercial  regulations  which  render  the 
traffic  of  the  United  States  with  France 
almost  illospry;  the  homing  of  their 
merchant  ships  at  sea,  long  after  the  al- 
leged repeal  of  the  French  Decreet  i  all 
these  acta  of  violence  on  the  pert  ef 
France  produce  from  the  govemnent  ef 
the  United  States,  only  such  oomplaiBU 
at  end  in  aeqeietcenoe  and  tnbmiatinn,  or 
are  accompanied    by    tn|featioiM    for 
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enAbliiig;FiM€6  |o  giv«  the  semblance  of 
a  legel  form  to  her  otorpaiionBf  b^  con- 
▼erting  ihem  into  muiicipal  regulationc. , 

This  dispoettion  of  the  go? ernmeot  of 
the  United  StatM— tbit  compjeie  lubser- 
viency  lo  the  ruler  of  France — this  hottUe 
temper  towards  Great  Briuin — ^are  eyi* 
dent  iD«almost  everv  page  of  the  official 
correspondence  of  the  American  with  the 
Frencn  government. 

Against  this  course  of  condocty  the  real 
cause  of  the  present  war«  the  Prince  Re- 
gent  solemnly  protests.  Whilst  contend- 
ing against  France^  in  defence  not  only  of 
the  liberties  of  Great  Britain*  but  of  the 
srorldvhis  Royal  Highness  was  entitled  to 
look  for  a  far  different  result.  From  their 
common  origiiViv^from  their  common  inte- 
rest-<-^m  Uieir  professed  principles  of 
freedom  and  independence,  the  United 
States  were  the  last  power  in  which  Great 
Britain  could  have  expected  to  find  a 
willing  instriunent,  and  abettor  of  French 
tyranny. 

Disappointed  in  this  bis  justtapectation, 
the  Prince  Regent  will  still  pursue  ihe 
policy,  which  the  British  gOTernoient  has 
so  long*  and  invariably  maintained,  \d 
xepelling  iniustice,  and  in  supporting  the 
IJ^eneral  rights  of  nations;  and,  under  the 
favour  of  Providence,  rely  ing^on  the  jus- 
tice of  his  cause,  and  the  tried  loyalty  and 
firmness  of  the  British  nation,  his  noyal 
IJighnett  confidently  looks  forward  to  a 
anccessful  issue  to  the  contest,  in  which 
be  has  thus  been  compelled  most  re- 
luctantly to  engage. 

IVctimimitar,  Jm.  9,  1813. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  February  5. 

Petitions  against  the  Catholic  Claims 
were  presented  bv  marquis  Camden  from 
the  corporation  of  Bath;  the  duke  of  Rut- 
land from  the  corporation  of  Wenlock; 
the  earl  of  Harewood  from  Hoddersfield ; 
and  the  earl  of  Liverpool  from  Beverley, 

Bast  Lidia  CoMPAmr's  CHASTia.]  Two 
Petitions  against  the  East  India  monopoly 
were  presented  by  lord  Grenville  from  the 
corpciration  of  Bristo^  and  the  merchants 
and  other  inhabitants  of  that  city. 

Marquis  WeUuiiy .  wished  to  know 
about  what  time  it  was  likely  the  Bast  In- 
dia question  would  be  brought  under  dts- 
ciission»  He  did  not  rise. for  the  purpose 
of  extfictiag  from  ministers  any  infi>f- 
matioa  on  this  topics  connected  with  that 


question,  but  it  would  be  desirable  to 
know  from  his  noble  friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Controul,  in  what  shape  it 
was  intended  to  bring  it  forward* 

The  Earl  of  Buckmghtinukvre  stated,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  at  the  present 
moment  to  giTe  a  definitive  answer  to  his 
noble  friend's  question,  as  he  happened  to 
know  from  unquestionable  authority,  that 
the  East  Lidia  Cumpany  had  not  )  et  de« 
termined  whether  or  not  they  would  pe* 
tition  parliament  for  a  renewal  of  tbeir 
charter*  Until,  therefore,  they  bad  cokue 
to  some  decision  on  that  point,  it  was  im- 
possible for  government  to  determine  in 
what  shape  the  question  should  be  brou^flit 
before  parliament.  It  was,  however,  of 
great  importance^'  that  the  subject  shouid 
be  commenced  early  in  the  session.  * 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  February  5, 

Petitions  against  the  Claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics— prom  thb  D^an  and 
Chapter  op  Exeter-^the  Fheehocoers 
op  Oxford  — prom  Suobuut  —  Great 
ToREiNGTON— Wen  LOCK ->  AND  Bath,)  A 
Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  ihe 
cathedral  church  of  Exeter,  and  of  the 
archdeacons  and  clergy  of  the  di  ^cese  of 
Exeter,  was  presented  and  read ;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  whilst  the  petitioners  place  the 
firmest  reliance  on  the  wisdom  of  parlia* 
ment,  the  lawful  guardian  of  the  con<titu« 
tion  of  their  country,  they  feel  it  their  duty, 
as  ministers  of  the  Protestant  £stabl«slied 
Church,  humbly  to  ofiVr  their  tentiments 
upon  the  recent  claima  of  the  Roman  Citbo* 
lies  to  a  full  admission  to  the  highest  offices  of 
trust  in  the  state,  and  to  the  power  ol  legis- 
lation for  these  Protestant  kingdoms ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  the  zealoun  fi  ien Js 
of  every  toleration  in  religion,  which  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  maintenance  of 
one  national  Church,  in  lull  vigour  anJse* 
curity ;  that  in  the  provisions  adopted  by 
parliament,  at  the  period  of  the  accession 
of  king  William  in  l6cHb»  the  maintenance 
of  the  Protestant  Church  is  secured  by 
law,  asan  essential  part  of  the  constitution  ; 
and  it  appears  to  the  petitioners  to  be  at« 
tended  with  the  greatest  danger  to  remove 
those  safeguards  which  our  ancestors  thus 
wisely  provided,  and  which  the  experience 
of  more  than  a  century  has  confirm^^l ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  seen  wi  h  ^^a- 
tisfaction  the  concessions  granted  by  tic 
legisUtore  to  the  Bo^naa  Catholics  diuio«, 
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Kb  present  Majest^s  reign,  accoftfpani«d 
as  they  are  with  neceMary  rettrrctibns  and 
•ecariiieB  for  the  safety  of  the  esterbf^hed 
Church,  bet  they  look  with  the  deepest 
mnciety  to  the  claine-  now  made  for  the 
abrogation  of  aff  restrictions  hf  pemons 
who  acknowledge  the  tfpirHusl  svtperiwity 
of  the  Pope  in  these  reahna,  and  who^  hoM 
tenet*  in  many  respects  as  tnimreal  to  vhe 
{mnciplesof  the  English  constitotionin  nms 
ters  of  state  a«  they  are  stfb^ersif  e  of  arflreli* 
grous  tolenition«  and  utterly  tncoAsiatent 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  established 
Church ;  and  prayitig  the  Hottfle  foi  a<lopt 
tfochnreasuyesaswill  besf  maintsihiffaeProt- 
testant  ascendancy  in  Church  and  Slate^ 
and  giVe  ^stability  and  penmmence  td-tbe 
eittf  and  ecclesiastical  donstitatioa  of  the 
country/* 

A  Petition  of  the  ireefaolden  of  the 
county  of  Oxford  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

**  Thit  the  petitioners  haye  observed, 
with  the  deepest  concern,  the  repeated 
attempts  that  have  been  made  to  break 
down,  repeal,  and  destroy*  all  tfat)se  secu* 
ritiesofour  civitand  religious  establish- 
menu  which  we  owe  to  the  wisdom  and 
firmness  of  some  of  the  best  of  our  ance^ 
tors,  siecurities  not  demanded  by  any  oc- 
casional or  temporary  causes  only,  but 
founded  in  principles  as  immutable  as 
they  are  wise ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
cannot  conceive  a  situation  of  things  more 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  sound 
policy,  than  that  Roman  Catholics  should  | 
]n)SseHS  the  power  of  framing  the  lawsr  and 
of  administering  the  highest  offices  in  the 
government  of  a  Protestant  establishment 
in  Church  and  State,  Co  the  very  character 
and*  principles  of  which  their  tenets  are 
dfetidedly  hosteler  nor  can  they  conceive 
hto  be  any~^ hardship  that  Roman  Catho- 
Hcl,  who  exclude  all  persons  except  those 
of  their  own  communion,  from  any  autho- 
rity or  interftrence  whatever  in  the  go- 
vernment of  their  Church,  should  be 
excluded  from  any  share  in  the  govern- 
ment of  a  Chnrch  to  which  they  are  not 
only  strangers  but  adversaries ;  and  that, 
Uy  the  cbnstitution  of  England,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Church  and  the  9tate  are 
inseparable,  and*  whoever  is  admitted  into 
the  share  of  the  government  of  the  one,, 
must  consequemly  be  intrusted'  with  ai 
nhare  of  the  ^vernment  of  the  other ;  andl 
thattUe  petitioners  have  beard,  with  astd* 
xrishhieht,  pettons  contending' th&t  no  onet 
evght  «i  Bi^exeiadtd  ftom  a  ciVft'rtghn  ^ 


acconnt  of  his  religion,  wllen  it  i*  «  n«io« 
rioos  fact  that  the  right  even  to  the  orawn, 
the  highest  civil  right  in  these  dominiom^ 
was  conferred  on,  and  t*  now  enjoyed  ^y, 
the  present  royaff  famity,  t^  the  exclasioa 
of  others  more  ne^ly  relafed  to  it.  upoa 
the  nfere  ground  of  aar  oh^cktoii  to  tbev 
religion,  and,  shoald  it  once  be  ealibltshed 
by  the  fegislatore  tlMit  religiooa  opiiiioiii 
are  not  a  sufficient  grosiMlof  eivtl  inca- 
pwcfity,  the  petitioners  appvehcmi  tiiera 
can  be  no  pretence  whaiever  aiterwirdi 
far  ttfyiiiig  that  the  crown  of  these  doni* 
niotw  shall'  neie  be  wurn  by  a  Phij^iafr;  mi 
itat  the  pettMoers  eannot  hot  eilMcrve, 
Aattbemost  stre^noos  sappersens^of  the 
eltfrmtf  of  the  Boftian  Catholics  adasfit  thM 
evisry  attention  euglK  to  be  paiil  ti»  ihe  se> 
corhfy  of  oar  civil  and  reKgidua  ealabKsi* 
ments^  and  that  efil»:toal  meaMirea  ooghi 
to  be  adopted' for  the  aecority  of  both,  hat 
the  petitioneni  diso  observe,  Hhat  none  eC 
those  persons  Vrho  make  tbatti  adoaiBsioitt 
have  ever  pointed  out  or  snggestetf  the 
measures  they  should  think  e&ctval  for 
th«t  purpose,  from  whKch  they  cannot  bat 
infor  the  extreine  doubtfotneai  and'  diiB* 
culty,  even  in  the  judgment  of  thoae  per* 
tfons  themselves,  or  rather,  aa  the  peti* 
tioners  firmly  believe,  the  abaolote  ia^ 
pntcticability  of  devising  auch  mensem; 
and  that  the  petitioners  apprehend ^  th«f, 
if  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
should  be  atceded  to,  every  other  nratric- 
tion  and  test  must  of  course  be  abolished, 
tind  that  the  government  of  our  establidh 
nients  in  Church  and  State  must  be  throve 
open  to  sects  ol^  every  denomination,  and 
of  the  most  discordant  opinions  and  prin* 
ciples ;  .  and  that  the  petitiouera  most 
solemnly  declare,  that  they  are  not  inflo- 
enced  by  any  wish  to  restrain  the  fret 
exercise  of  religious' opinions,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, still  l^ss  by  any  kind  or  degree  of 
animosity  towards  their  Roman  Caiholic 
fellow- subjects,  but  they  are  actuated  by 
an  honest  and  firm  persuasion  that  the  re- 
strictions now  attempted  to  be  abolished 
have  essentially  contributed  to  the  prescr- 
valfoa  of  those  establishments  which  have 
been  the  source  of  our  prosperity  and 
happiness,  and  that  the  abolition  of  them 
would  inevitably  tend  to  weaken  and  en- 
dermine  those  establish ment^  and  olli- 
mately  leadto  the  overthrow  of  the  eon- 
stitcrtiim;  and*  praying,  that  thto  reatrie- 
tions  by  which  Roman  CathtfliM  are  e»- 
cl(id\ffdi  from  the  power  of  fraoihig  the 
'Faws:  arid  administering  the  highest  oficei 

^  the  gnvetuntentof  otii<eivil^anrir  i«li* 
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AP^tiAi^o  of  the  wiyor«  aMtriDeo,  c»« 
piUl  burgOHef*  clergy^  aod  priocipal  in- 
habiuhtt  of  tbe  borough  ftiidtowo  ofSud- 
biiry«  ^vflbUr,  wm  also  preieiited  and 
read;  leuiogforib* 

'<  TM  ib«  patitiaaarsi  aver  graiaAil  for 
thofe  priviltgeSf  civil  and  religioMs,  aa 
alfto  for  that  internal  peace  and  protperity 
which  ibey,  ia  commoo  with  ibe  aabjecu 
of  Ibis  coontryt  have  eiifoyed  ainca  tbe 
glorious  9ra  of  the  ReTolotlon,  and  deeply 
conrlnrad  of  the  magniiode  and  toiporu 
apce  of  iboee  biesaings»  most  eyer  depre- 
cate, in  the  strongest  mannerj  tbe  least 
departore  from  tbpse  principles,  tbe  ad- 
herence to  which  alone  has  raited  Ibis 
country  so  eminently  above  all  other 
nations  in  religious  and  political  free- 
fflom ;  and  that  tbe  petitioners  aroi 
therefore,  greatly  alarmed  by  the  re* 
peated  and  incesaant  attempts  that  have 
been  made  by  iba  Roman  CathoUca 
of  tbia  noited  kin^om  lo  obtain  the  ftill 
•lyoyment  of  political  power,  by  procnr* 
ing  the  repeal  of  those  statutes  which  tbe 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors  enacted  for  tbe 
safety  and  protection  of  the  Protestant  go- 
vernment of  this  coontry  in  Gburcfa  end 
Sute;  and  praying  that  those  stalules 
may  not  be  repealed,  hot  that  tbe  same 
nsy  be  preierved  inviolate,  as  in  their 
opinion  these  salutary  provisions  appear 
to  be  slill  essentially  necessary  to  giye 
permanency  and  security  to  our  most  ex- 
cellent constitution." 


A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  corporation, 
and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
and  town  of  Great  Torrington.  Devon. 
WAS  also  presented  and  read,  setting 
forth. 

"  That  whilst  the  politioners  place  the 
firmest  reliance  on  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment, tbe  lawful  guardian  of  tbe  consti- 
tution of  their  country,  they  feel  it  their 
duty  humbly  to  offer  their  sentiments  upon 
tbe  recent  rlaims  of  tbe  Roman  Catholics 
to  a  full  admission  to  the  highest  offices 
of  trust  in  the  state,  and  to  the  power  of 
legislation  for  tbeae  Pfoiestant  kingdoms  ; 
and  that  tbe  petitioners  are  tbe  aealous 
friends  of  every  toleration  in  religion 
which  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  mainte- 
nance of  one  national  Chuvch  in  full  vi* 
gour  and  aecotity.  and  that  ia  tbe  provi- 
lions  adopted  by  parliameni  al  tbt 
period  of  the  acoeasion  of  king  Wil- 
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Jlam  in  ldR8»  the  maintenance  of  ibo 
Protestant  Cbnrcb  is  secured  by  law  as.ao 
osseotial  part  of  tbe  constitution ;  and  it 
appears  to  the  petitioners  to  be  attended 
with  the  greatest  danger  to  remove  theao 
safeguards,  which  our  ancestors  thua 
wisely  provided/  and  which  tho  expe*. 
rience  of  more  than  a  century  has  con* 
firmed;  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
seen  with  satisfaction  the  concessiooa 
granted  by  the  legislature  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  during  bia  present  Majesty'e 
reigo.  accompanied  as  they  are  with  ne« 
cessary  restrictions  and  securities  for  the 
ufety  of  the  established  Church,  but  ibey 
look  with  the  deepest  anxiety  totbo  daima 
new  made  for  the  abrogation  of  all  reitric* 
tions  by  persons  who  acknowledge  the 
spiritual  superiority  of  the  Pope  in  those 
realms,  ana  who  hold  teneia  in  many  re* 
spectsas  inimical  to  the  principles  of  the 
English  constitution  ia  matters  of  state  aa 
tbey  are  subversive  of  all  religions  tolera- 
tion, and  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  established  Church ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  meap 
surea  u  will  beat  maintain  the  Protestant 
ascendancy  in  Church  and  State,  and  give 
stability  and  permanence  to  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  country »" 

A  Petition  of  the  bailiff,  justices,  bat-* 
liffi.  peers' and  burgesses  of  the  very  an^ 
cient  borough  and  liberties  of  Weolock* 
Salop.,  in  common*hall  assembled,  was 
also  presented  and  read ;  setting  forth. 

**  That  the  petitioner^  view  ibe  present 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
as  unconstitutional,  pn^soroptoous,  and.  if 
granted  to  them,  dangerous  in  the  extreme 
tO'the  Protestant  establishment;  and  that 
their  claims  are  unconstitutional,  inasmuck 
u  they  insist  upon  unqualified  emaacipa^ 
tion.  with  free  admittance  to  all  places  of 
trust,  power  and  authority  in  tbe  executive 
government  of  these  kingdoms,  without 
suffering  any  of  those  guards  and  con« 
ditibns  to  be  applied  which  might  tend  to 
secure  from  future  dangers  or  encroach- 
ments the  Protestant  establishment ;  and 
that  they  are  presumptuous,  inasmuch  aa 
this  would  place  the  Catholics  in  a  fiur 
more  independent  and  uncontrouled  state 
than  are  even  the  Protestant  subjects 
themselves,  who  are  required,  previous  to 
their  being  admitted  to  or  exercising  any 
office,  post  or  place  of  honour  power  trust 
or  authority  within  these  realms.  to^^ak« 
the  Oaths  of  Allegiance,  and  of  the  King'e 
Snprcmacy^  aaalaothaOntb  of  AI«uaitioQ» 
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»nd  receive  the  blessed  holy  Sacrsfntftit, 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England  as  now  by  law  established ;  and 
that  they  may  be  dangerous,  inasmuch  as 
recent  events  and  past  experience  have 
ttiight  the  petitioners,  and  the  whole  tenor 
of  history  fornishetb  them  with  many 
proofs^  that  no  indulgence  grantcfd  can 
gatisfy  Catholic  ambition,  but  that  it  only 
tends  rather  to  provoke  and  strengthen 
their  demands  for  fresh  and  future  claims 
and  encroachments  upon,  and  thereby 
manifestly  endangers,  our  invaluable  Pro- 
testant constitution  and  government,  under 
which  the  petitioners  enjoy  so  many  and 
great  blessings ;  and  that  they  do  there* 
Ibre  humbly,  though  earnestly  and  hearti- 
ly, pray,  the  House  not  to  grant  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  any  further  indulgences, 
but  to  maintain,  k^ep  and  preserve  invio* 
late,  from  all  further  and  future  encroach- 
ments, those  truly  pore  Protestant  princi- 
ples and' interests,  which  placed  the  august 
Houscf  of  Brunswick  in  the  t'fcrone  of  these 
kingdoms,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
which  onr  present  mosfgracioos  sovereign 
hath  always  shewn  himself  particularly 
anxious,  and  upon  a  very  recent  occasion 
proved  himself  to  be  most  tenderly  and 
paternally  solicitous ;  and  that,  as  far  as 
merely  regards  the  free  worship  of  God, 
the  petitioners  would  that  every  obstacle 
be  removed,  and  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
should  enjoy  the  most  extensive  toleration; 
bat  they  again  and  again  do  most  humbly 
beseech  the  Hou0e  to  guard  and  watch, 
with  a  jealous  eye,  their  inroads  and  am- 
bitious incroachments  made  from  time  to 
time  upon  the  Protestant  establishment, 
but  above  all  on  no  account  to  permit 
them,  either  directly  tor  indirectly,  to 
interfere  with  the  legislaiion  of  these 
realms,  nor  suffer  them  to  fill  any  judicial 
•itoation,  nor  to  have,  hold,  or  exercise 
any  office  or  place  of  power,  trust,  or  au- 
thority in  the  empire,,  nor  at  any  time  to 
have,  hold,  or  exercise  any  command, 
cither  naval  or  military,  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's fleets  or  armies/' 


A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common  council  of  the  city  of  Bath,  was 
also  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  pre- 
mise, tliat  they  are  sincere  friends  to  reli- 
gious toleration,  and  would  have  every 
sect  and  society  of  Christians  possess  the 
unrestrained  use  of  divine  worship,  in 
loch  manner  as  their  opinions  may  dictate, 
and  their  consciences  approve;    and  that 


it  hi  peculiarly  tncambent  oo  the  peti- 
tipners  to  make  this  unreserved  avowal,  a« 
the  city  over  whose  civil  polity  they  preside 
is  the  general  resort  of  strangers  of  every 
description,  and  in  which  almost  all  deno- 
minations of  Christians  have  established 
«places  of  devotion,  where  they  may  ad- 
dress themselves  to  their  Creator  agree- 
ably to  their  own  form'  and  creed  ;  and 
that  the  protection  of  all  in  the  enjoyment 
of  those  valuable  privileges  which  oor  ad- 
mirable conatitutfon  has  allowed  them,  the 
petitioners  will  ever  esteem  as  one  of  the 
most  sacred  duties  of  their  corpdrale  foac^ 
tions,  but  while  they  make  this  jnst  and 
candid  acknowledgment  of  their  tolerant 
spirit,  they  must  as  Protestants,  anxioas 
for  the  preservation  of  our  invaluable 
constitution,  object  to  the  grant  of  onra- 
stricted  powers  to  persons  whose  religioos 
tenets  would,  in  their  apprehension,  endan- 
ger those  civil  and  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ments, the  maintenance  of  which  our  an- 
cestors so  wisely  and  providently  endea* 
voored  to  secure;  and  that,  under  the 
mild  and  equable  reign  of  the  present  so- 
vereign, many  of  the  restrictiotia  and  dis- 
abilities which  controuled  oor  fellow  sob- 
jectsof  the  Romish  communion  have  been 
either  totally  removed  or  liberally  amelio- 
rated ;  and  the  petitioners  would  humbly 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hoose, 
that  the  admission  of  those  claims,  so  long 
and  now  so*strenoously  or^ed,  might  be  aa 
unsafe,  injudicious,  and  imprudent  mea- 
sure ;  and  praying  the  House,  weighing 
the  danger  of  concession,  maturely  to  de- 
liberate  before  they  admit  persons  who 
maintain  principles  inimical  to  the  estab- 
lished religion  of  the  realm,  and  who  ac- 
knowledge the  supremacy  of  a  foreign 
power,  to  the  unlimited  right  of  enjoying 
offices  of  authority  and  high  respOQtibi* 
lity." 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Petitions  respbctimg  the  RcNfiWAi 
OP  THE  East  India  Company's  CflASTBa 
-^paoM  THE   Merchants  op  EDiKBuacn 

— ^SaiPBUILDBas     OP      YAaMOUTH<-^LAS- 

oow  Chamber  op  Commerce  — -  Meb- 
CHANTS  House  op  Glasgow*— Meecb ants 
OP  Port  Glasgow  and  Newark — 
Bailies  op  Port  Glasgow  and  Newark 
—Manufacturers  op  Tavistock — East 
India  Company's  Packers— and  Hast 
India  Company's  Cloth  Drawers.]  A 
Petition  of  the  company  of  merahants  of 
Edinburgh,  was  presented;  setting  forth. 
<'  ThBt  the  petitbners  Kyeing  immed 
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that  some  irrmgwncnts  will  soon  come 
uniler  the  ooiisideratioD  of  parlitment> 
with  regard  to  the  trade  to  India»  they 
humbly  hope  that  it  will  in  its  wisdom 
discover  gCKHf  grounds  for  extending  the 
tndolgence  that  was  granted  io  private 
traders  by  the  Act  of  1793 ;  indeed  they 
would  hope  that  parliament  will  judge  it 
•xpedieDt  to  place  all  his  Majesty's  sob* 
jects  in  the  same  situation  with  regard  to 
the  trade  to  the  East  Indies^as  they  placed 
the  subjects  of  all  foreign  powers  who  are 
in  amitv  with  Great  Britain  by  the  Act  of 
the  S7tk  of  his  Majesty,  and  whatever  ex- 
tension of  the  trlkle  may  appear  to  parlia- 
ment  to  be  proper  to  be  granted^  the  peti- 
tioners humbly  hope,  that  that  extension 
will  not  be  limited  to  the  port  oF  London, 
liot  embrace  such  other  of  the  ports  of  the 
kingdom  as  to  parliament  shall  seem  just, 
and  among  others  Leith,  the  port  of  the 
metropolis  of  Scotland;  and  the  peti- 
tioners confidently  trust,  that  if  silcti  an 
extension  of  the  trade  as  has  been  stated 
•hall  be  granted,  this  reasonable  indul- 
gence will  have  the  most  beaeficial  effects 
on  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the 
United   Kingdom,  without  injuring  the 

great  and  important  concerns  of  the  East 
idia  Company/' 

A  Petition  of  several  ship-builders  of 
Great  Yarmouth,  vras  also  presented ;  set- 
ting forth^ 

''That  the  petitioners  have  for  some 
time  past  observed,  with  very  great  regret, 
that  ships  and  vessels,  built  within  the  ter- 
ritoriet  of  theEast  India  Company  in  Asia, 
liave  been  admitted  to  registry  in  Great 
Britain,  and.  In  consequence  thereof,  al- 
lowed to  participate  in  the  carrying  trade 
of  this  country  and  its  colonies ;  and  that, 
if  Indian-built  ships  continue  to  be  ad* 
mitted  to  British  registry,  and  to  partici- 
pate in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  empire, 
the  most  injurious  consequences  will  re- 
■ott  to  the  maritime  interests  of  the  na- 
tion, and  more  esfiocially  so,  when  the 
trade  to  the  EasS  Indies  is  opened  to  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners forbear  to  press  on  the  attention  of 
the  House,  by  entering  into  any  detail  of 
observations  on  the  impolicy  of  admitting 
Indian-built  ships  to  the  privileges  of  Bri- 
tish-built  ships,  not  only  as  affecting  the  in- 
teresu  of  the  petitioners,  but  also  the  landed 
commercial  and  manufiicturing  interests  of 
the  country  as  well  as  those  of  the  various 
classes  of  persons  who  are  dependent  on  the 
bnilding,  repairing  and  equipoMnt  of  Bri« 
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tish-built  ships ;  they,  however,  presume  it 
will  be  admitted,  on  an  impartial  conside- 
ration of  the  subject,  that,  to  encourage 
the  building  and  equipment  of  ^tps  in  , 
Asia,  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed 
in  the  carrying  trade  of  this  empirej  will 
be  both  impolitic  and  unjust ;  and  that  it 
will  be  impolitic,  as  the  removal  of  a  ma- 
nufacture of  such  importance  as  the  build- 
ing and  equipment  of  ships  from  this 
country  to  India  (a  manufacture  of  more 
importance  than>  any  other)  will  render 
precarious  the  means  of  maintaining  hit 
Maje8t3r's  navy,  and  especially  of  fitting 
out  with  dispateh  his  Majesty's  fleets  on 
pressing  emergencies^  and  will  thereby 
undermine  that  great  bulwark  of  our  in- 
dependence and  greatness  as  a  nation; 
and  secondly,  it  will  be  unjust,  as  many 
of  the  stores  and  materials  necessary  to 
the  building  and  equipment  of  ships  in  this 
country  are  charged  with  considerablo 
duties,  and  as  the  mechanics  and  other 
persons  employed  therein,  as  well  os  the 
petitioners,  contribute  their  proportions 
of  the  burthens  imposed  on  the  public 
from  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  to  nei* 
ther  of  which  persons  epgaged  as  owners 
or  builders  of  ships  in  Asia  are  subject  or 
liable ;  and  that  the  petitioners  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  House,  that,  from  the 
heavy  taxation  of  the  country,  there  never 
was  a  period  when  it  was  so  necessary  to 
confine  the  carrying  trade  of  the  country 
to  British-built  ships,  from  the  otter  inabi- 
lity of  the  owners  of  them  to  enter  into 
a  competition  with  the  owners  of  East 
India  or  other  foreign  ships  upon  terms  at 
all  like  equality ;  and,  for  tlK»e  and  other 
reasons,  which  the  petitioners  flatter  them- 
selves most  foe  obvious  to  the  House,  pray* 
ing,  that  in  future  ships  built  in  Asia,  and 
the  islands  thereto  adjacent,  may  be  pro- 
hibited by  statute  from  being  admitted 
to  registry,  and  to  the  privileges  of  Bri* 
tish-built  ships/' 

A  Petition  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  Glugow,  was  also 
p'esented ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners,  in  common  with 
the  other  commercial  bodies  of  the  em- 
pire, feel  deeply  interested  in  the  question 
now  before  the  House  respecting  the  re- 
newal of  the  E.  L  Company's  monopoly, 
and  that  in  a  Petition  to  the  late  paHiament 
they  stated  their  ideas  upon  this  subject* 
showinff  that  confining  oy  a  monopoly 
the  trade  with  the  extensive  countries  to 
the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  hsri 
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lieen  no  len  an  infriogement  of  general 
*rigbu  tban  it  had  been  impolitic  aa  a  mea* 
sore  of  cominerce  in  haviogappraptiated  to 
the  benefit  of  a  few  advantages  which  were 
the  property  of  all,  and  impolitic  as  a 
measare  of  commerce,  because  trade  con* 
ducted  under  a  monopoly  never  can  prove 
beneficial  to  a  country  in  the  degree  that 
the  same  trade  woald,  if  left  open  to  the 
exertion  of  individual  enterprize;  and  that 
this  principle,  considered  a  fundamental 
one  in  political  economy,  had  been  strik- 
ingly exemplified  in  the  circumstances  o( 
the  case  in  qaestion^  the  trade  firom  \he 
Vnited  States  of  America  to  the  East  Indies 
and  China^  carried  on  bv  individual  citi- 
zens of  those  states,  had  neen  commenced 
and  prosecuted  with  a  success  unexampled 
in  its  rapidity  of  progress  during  the  pe- 
riod in  which  the  trade  of  the  British  em- 
pire with  those  countries  had  been  pro- 
gressively on  the  decline;  and  that  with 
regard  to  the  trade  to  China*  a  trade  car- 
ried OB  with  an  independent  foreign  na- 
tion, there  existed/the  petitioners  humbly 
conceivedj  no  plea  for  giving  a  monopoly 
of  it  to  a  particular  company,  or  confining 
it  to  particular  ports,  more  than  might  be 
ofiered  for  bringing,  under  similar  restric- 
tions, any  other  branch  of  foreign  trade  at 
present  n>ee,  and  that  no  danger,  they  be- 
lieved, was  to  be  apprehendmi  to  the  re- 
venue from  opening  to  the  outporta  the 
trade  with  those  countries,  it  being  an 
unquestioned  fhct  tfaat  the  duties  levi* 
able  upon  other  foreign  articlesi  now  im* 

{portable  into  the  ootports,  have  been  col- 
ected  with  a  fidelity  not  less  successful  in 
prodnctire  amount  than  will  be  found  in 
the  case  of  those  leviable  upon  similar 
articles  destined  for  the  port  of  London; 
and  that  these  principles  and  facts,  with 
regard  to  this  trade,  being  as  the  peti- 
tioners believe  truly  what  they  have  stated 
them  to  be,  they  confidentially  trust  that 
the  House  will  not  again  consent  to  con- 
fine this  commerce,  either  iii  whole  or  in 
part,  to  a  single  company,  but  will  open 
It  intire  to  the  nation  at  large,  permitting 
it  to  be  carried  on  from  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  sobgect  to  such  regula- 
tions only  as  may  be  considered  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  revenue/' 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants  bouse  of 
Glasgow  was  also  presented;  letting 
forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have,  in  common 
with  other  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub* 
jecu,  be€Q  prevented  from  trading  to  the 
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countries  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cepe  of 
Good  Hope,  in  consequence  of  ehartera  of 
monopoly  granted  to  the  K  I*  Company; 
and  they  humbly  beg  leave  to  repreaent 
that  they  are  by  such  charters  not  only 
ipdividually  e;|ckided  from  a  moat  beoe- 
ficial  commerce*  but  they  are  deprived  of 
privileges  which  they  are  proud  to  prise 
as  their  birth-right,  and  which»  as  no  teBkp» 
tation  could  induce  them  wiUingly  to  re* 
Itnqubh,  no  payment  is  suflkient  to  por^ 
chase;   and  tnat,  besides  the   manifest 
injury  which  such  charlen  have  prod«ced 
on  the  effi»rts  of  individuaki  they  bete 
necessarily  had  a  similar  effect  en  the 
national  resources,  which  under  a  free 
trade  must  have  become  greatly  more 
considerable  than  while  the  comnaerce  m 
restricted  and  confined;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners being  convinced  that  such  im» 
portant  truths  cannot  fail  to  produce  oos* 
viction  of  the  impolicy  oC  any  meoopely 
of  the  trade  to  India  and  Chimij  loeik  te 
the  expiration  of  the  present  East  India 
charter  with  the  confident  hope  of  eeeiqg 
a  period  put  to  any  exdnstive  trade  to 
these  countries^  and  a  wide  field  thoa  laid 
open  to  the  capital,  skill,  and  iodeatty,  of 
British  merchsnts  and  manufactnreii;  end 
that,  in  this  confident  hope  and  especta» 
tion,  the  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  no 
monopoly  he  granted  of  the  coounerce 
and  navigation  to  the  countries  eastward 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  that  the 
trade  may  be  tee  and  open,  in  the.samc 
manner  as  other  branches  of  commeree« 
not  only  to  the  port  of  London,  fani  to 
other  ports  of  Great  Biitaia  and   be. 
knd«'' 


A  Petition  of  several  merchants, 
and  manufactorers  of  Port  Glasgow  and 
Newark,  waa>  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

\  "  That  the  petitioners  with  regret  hum 
observed,  in  the  hon.  K  L  CompaDy*  a 
contittoailce  of  the  spirit  of  monopolising 
the  commerce  of  India,  China,  and  the 
other  countries  to  the  eastwaid  of  tlie 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  it  has  too  leof 
held,  as  the  petitioners  conceive,  to  their 
prejudice,  and  that  of  the  other  porta  and 
towns  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  aad  that 
the  petitioners  respectfully  advance,  nioog 
with  their  fellow  sobjecu  of  the  empire;, 
their  claim  to  a  participation  of  a  free 
trade  with  those  countries,  and  right  te 
oppose  any  farther  exciosive  monopoly* 
either  to  that  Company,  or  any  other 
company  or  body  whatever;  and  thai  this 
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claiiii  of  the  petiUooen  tbey  do  banibly 
coticdve  to  be  their  right  in  equity,  as  a 
portion  of  sofc^cti  sopportiilg  the  Empire 
mt  lar^e  ;  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  an 
equality  of  prifileges  in  trade  and  the 
commeroial  punoits  of  its  tnbjectsi  whence 
that  topport  does  in  a  great  measare  arise, 
tod  on  which  it  depend^;  and  that  kx  Any 
time,'  but  particolarly  when  the  burdens 
and  pressure  of  war,  under  the  existing 
Situation  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
another  nnat oidable  war  with  the  Ame* 
tican  stales,  the  petitioners  do  now  humbly 
set  forth  their  opposition  to  a  monopoly, 
as  an  unjust  clog  to  the  freedom  of  the 
aab|eet,  and  that  spirit  in  the  trader  and 
■laaQfacturer  which  is  so  neceasary  to  the 
geheral  welfare,  and  ought  to  be  cherished 
as  a  most  naterial  principle  of  the  British 
constitution,  not  merely  in  point  of  the 
sobjeoi's  freedomr  but  as  essential  to  its 
vital  strength  and  support;  and  that  the 
petitioners  conceive  their  claim  to  be 
equally  founded  in  policy  as  in  justice, 
but  they  humbly  contend  for  the  right  to 
be  unrestricted ;  and  that  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, more  than  the  Company  itself,  has 
BO  title  to  am  exclusiye  possession,  which, 
if  acceded  to  by  the  House,  would  render 
fruitless  any  grant  or  permiision  of  the 
free  trade  contended  for;  and  that  the 
petitioners  consider  it  only  farther  neces- 
sary to  observe  to  the  House,  that  the  du- 
ties are  as  fkithfiilly  levied  and  paid,  and 
smuggling  at  least  as  much  restrained  at 
the  port  of  Port  Glasgow  as  that  of  the 
metropolis  itself;  and  praying,  that  no 
fiirUwr  exclusion  be  given,  either  to  the 
£.  I.  Company  or  the  port  of  London,  but 
that  the  noose  will,  in  wisdom  and  sound 
policy,  take  such  efiiwtual  measures  as 
may  open  awd  allow  a  free  trade  to  this 
pelitioBers,  and  the  other»  subjects  of  the 
empire,  with  the  countries  in  question, 
umlur  sueh  equal  ceostraints  for  securinff 
his  Alajesty's  dotievy  as  to  the  House  shafi 
aiqpcarjust.'' 


A  PetittoD  of  the  bailies  and  trustees  of 
P^rt  Glasgow  and  Newark,  was  also  pro> 
sealed ;  setting  forth, 

'« That  the  House  being  about  to  td^e 
into  consideration  what  measures  ought  to 
be  adopted  far  regulating  the  future  com* 
neroe  of  this  kingdom  with  the  countries 
east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  west 
of  Cape  Horn,  and  the  petitioners,  under- 
standing that  it  is  pretended  that  the 
Hoas^  is  predoded,  by  the  supposed 
•harlsred  privU^ri  of  Hm  &  L  Conpa^, 


from  laying  down  such  an  arnlngement 
as  upon  the  whole  may  appear  the  most 
just  and  expedient,  the  petitioners  beg 
leave  again  to  address  themselves  to  par- 
liament, and  to  state  to  the  House,  thai 
they  humbly  conceive  all  others  of  his 
Miyesty's  subjects  in  this  kingdom  to  bo 
injustice  equally  entitled  with  thoE.  L 
Company  taa  free  commercial  iotercourse 
with  all  paru  of  the  world,  and  that  in 
sound  policy,  they  ought  not  to  be  de- 
barred a  freedom  in  that  respect  which  in 
all  other  cases  is  obviously  to  the  advan-* 
tage  of  the  revenue,  and  to  the  increase  of 
the  common  strength  of  the  empire ;  be* 
side,  the  petitioners  do  humbly  contend 
for  that  freedom  as  their  birth-right,  un- 
alienable by  any  charter  to  a  particular 
or  excluding  compan}''  beyond  at  least  its 
current  term,  but  which  expediency  also 
does  now  require  to  be  sofl^red  to  expire 
for  ever,  and  the  trade  to  India,  CbSna, 
and  all  quarters,  to  be  thrown  open  to  tho 
British  subject  without  other  restraint  than 
what  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  tho 
legislature  upon  the  principle  of  equality  ; 
and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
and  the  distress  felt  by  the  manufacturers 
and  merchants    labouring  under    many 
hardships,   the  petitioners   consider   tho 
privilege  contended  for  to  be  the  mora 
necessary ;   and  that  the  House  will  nos 
hearken  to  the  idle  and  most  obviously, 
ridiculous  and  afiected  fears  expressed  by 
that  Company  of  danger  to  the  revenue  « 
the  empire,  and  of  unfavourable  excite* 
ments  being  raised  in  the  minds  of  the 
natives  of  those  foreign  countries  against 
either  that  Company^  territorial  govern* 
ment  or  the  British  interest  in  general ; 
what  has  raised  this  great  empire  to  the 
ability  of  contending  with  the  tyrant  of 
Europe,  and  those  states  which  basely 
submit  to  the  dictates  of  his  ambition? 
what  has  made  her  mistreu  of  the  seas, 
and  the  protector  of  the  liberty  of  the 
world  }  whkt,  but  the  mercantile,  trading, 
and  manufacturing  spirit  and  adventure  of 
those  who  have  for  ages  engaged  in  them 
and  brought  their  respective  branches  to 
an  unexampled  dejjree  of  perfection,  when 
by  wise  laws»  unfettered  with  excluding 
and  impolitic  privileges,  holding  inter* 
course  with  every  other  nation  success* 
folly,  making  British  friith  and  honour 
proverbial ;   and  that  as  to  an  extension 
of  the  trade  to  the  oot-poru,  the  peii* 
ticmers  do  humbly  insist,  that,  with  respect 
to  their  own  port,  the  interest  of  the  re* 
Tommisas  well  guarded  and  secured  u 
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at  that  of  the  metropolis ;  and  therebre, 
without  departing  from  the  seneral^claim 
of  other  ports,  they  do»  with  subniis8ion« 
lay  before  the  House  a  specific  claim  in 
jfavour  of  the  port  of  Port  Glasgow  to  the 
privilege  in  question,  a  port  of  no  small 
consideration  m  the  state  either  as  to  trade 
or  revenue;  and  praying  the  House  to 
8Qffer  the  present  commercial  charter  of 
the  £,  I.  Company  to  expire,  to  refuse  all 
farther  exclusive  privileges  io  trade  to  the 
countries  in  question  to  any  company  or 
individual  whatever,  and  to  equalize  the 
whole  subjects  of  the  United  kingdom  in 
their  commercial  pursuits  to  those  terri- 
tories, China  included,  and  to  grant, 
should  there  be  in  its  wisdom  any  excep- 
tion made,  to  the  port  of  Port  Glasgow,  the 
privilege  of  such  free  and  unfettered  in- 
tercourse and  trade ;  and  the  petitioners 
pray  to  be  heard,  by  counsel^  in  support 
of  their  Petition." 

A  Petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  long 
ells,  in  the  borough  of  Tavistock,  Devon, 
was  also  presented  and  read;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  it  is  with  regret  the  petitioners 
see  the  opposition  made  in  various  parta 
of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  renewal  of 
the  £.  I.  Company  8  charter,  as  they  are 
satisfied  that  the  woollen  trade  in  general, 
and  the  exportation  of  long  ells  to  China 
in  particular,  in  which  they  are  most 
deeply  concerned,  cannot  be  carried  on 
with  so  much  regularity  by  any  channel 
as  through  the  medium  of  the  £.  I.  Com- 
pany ;  and  that,  although  the  petitioners 
aeprecate  monopoly  in  general,  yet  they 
are  convinced  that  the  trade  to  China, 
being  confined  to  the  £.  I.  Companyy  will 
ultimately  tend  to  the  benefit  or  the  peti- 
tioners, and  to  all  persons  concerned  in  the 
woollen  trade;  and  that  although^  it  is 
possible,  if  the  trade  to  China  is  laid  open. 
It  may  enable  speculators  for  a  short  time 
to  increase  their  exports,  not  ultimately, 
as  in  the  case  of  South  America,  the 
markets  being  glutted,  their  purchases 
will  be  suspended,  by  which  means  many 
manufacturers  will  be  ruined,  and. the  la- 
bourers thrown  suddenly  out  of  employ, 
all  which  is  now  happily  avoided  by  the 
regularity  of  the  orden  from  the  £.  I. 
Company,  and  the  punctuality  of  their 
payments;  and  the  petitioners  therefore 
submit,  that  the  £.  I.  Company,  enjoying 
an  exclusive  trade  to  India,  is  essential  to 
the  security  ol  their  trade  to  China,  and 
that  sack  mufe,  being  coatinaed  excia* 


tt^dmg  die  Rgiuwal 

sively  by  ihem,  and  the  impart*  of  all 
goods  from  India  being  confined  to  tbe 
port  of  London,  will  be  highly  advaau« 
geoos  to  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom  at 
large,  as  well  as  to  the  petitioncffa  and 
other  manufitcturers  of  long  ells*'' 


A  Petition  of  several  packers  employed 
by  the  £.  L  Company  in  their  woollcii 
department,  was  also  presented;  aetttiig 
forth, 

"  That  the  Prince  Regent,  havitt^,  ia 
his  Speech  fron^  the  throne,  recommended 
immediate  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  ap- 
proaching expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
£.  I.  CompsUiy,  which  rendered  it  neccs* 
sary  that  he  should  call  the  early  attentMNa 
of  the  Hoose  to  the  propriety  of  e£fectaally 
providing  for  the  future  governmeot  of 
the  provinces  in  India,  the. petitioners  do 
again  humbly  present  themaelTea  before 
the  House,  to  state  that  they,  together 
with  all  others  engaged  in  the  woollen 
trade,  feel  most  sensibly  the  distressed 
situation  of  the  commercial  interesl  of  the 
country ,  not  only  as  a  subject  of  sympathy* 
but  by  its  pressure  upon  that  braoch  in 
which  they  are  immediately  concerned^ 
and  that,  as  tradesmen  employed  by  the 
R  I.  Company,  they  are  obliged  to  serve 
a  regular  apprenticeship,  and  to  ponsass 
ether  qualificstions,  in  order  to  make  then 
competent  to  be  elected  into  their  service; 
and  that  one  of  the  requisite  qualifications 
is  possession  of  warehouses  and  premises 
sufficiently  convenient  and .  extensive  to 
carry  on  the  packing  business  of  the  Com« 
pany ;  and  that  such  premises  and  estab- 
lishments are  now  very  valuable,  but,  ia 
the  event  oCthe  removal  of  the  Company's 
business  to  the  outtports,  this  property 
would  be  very  greatly  deteriorated  ia 
common  with  other  freehold  and  leasehold 
property  in  London ;  and  that  the  removal 
of  the  India  trade  from  the  metropolis* 
after  the  great  length  of  time  it  has  been 
established,  would  be  attended  with  many 
serious  evils,  one  of  which  is  the  depriving 
thousands  of  persons  of  a  comfortable  sab* 
sistence;  and  that,  if  this  deprecated 
event  were  to  take  place»  its  effect  wonkl 
be  only  to  transfer  the  India  trade  from 
one  set  of  men  to  another,  withoat  the 
smallest  advantage  to  the  interests  of  the 
nation  at  large;  and  that  the  confidence 
reposed  in  the  petitioners  by  the  Company 
is  great,  as  will  appear  wjien  it  b  con- 
sidered that  the  value  of  the  woollen  ma» 
nufactures  coming  under  their  final  care 
till  ready  for  shipping  amounts  to  one 
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miUton  steiling  per  aonuin ;  and  tl»t  great 
economy  »  practifed  by  the  Company  in 
the  preparation  and  packing  of  tbe  weol- 
Jent;  they  are  in  the  habit  of  delivering 
oat  the  goods  in  the  raw  state,  week  by 
week,  from  the  month  of  February  till  the 
month  of  October;  this  system  gives  con* 
stant  and  regular  employment  to  the  va- 
rious  branches  of  trade  concerned,  and. 
together  with  the  certain  punctual  pay* 
ment  at  stipulated  periods,  renders  the 
employment  valuable  to  the  petitioners; 
and  that  such  has  been  the  conduct  and 
care  of  the  Company's  servants  in  this 
branch,  and  such  the  excellent  regulations 
laid  down  by  the  Company,  that  a  serious 
complaint  from  abroad  is  unknown,  and 
the  Company's  mark  and  seal  still  con- 
tinue to .  be  receif ed  with  perfect  confi- 
dence throughout  the  whole  extent  of  their 
great  acquisitions  in  India,  as  well  as  the 
more  extensive  empire  of  China ;  and  that 
every  market  has  been  tried,  and  every 
invention  exerted,  to  increase  the  con* 
sumption  of  woollens,  particularly  in  India 
proper,  but  the  few  wants  of  the  natives, 
their  pecuniary  incapacity  to  purchase, 
together  with  their  different  castes,  reli- 
gion, and  climate,  form  a  barrier  hitherto 
insurmountable ;  and  that  the  China  market 
has  at  all  times  been  fully  supplied  to  the 
extent  of  the  indent  required ;  but  such  is 
the  spirit  of  speculation,  such  the  rage  for 
adventure,  that,  notwithstanding  the  very 
dreadful  events  and  failures  which  have 
recently  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
the  immense  export  of  goods  to  South 
America,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  new 
speculators  would  arise,  perhaps  so  totally 
ignorant  of  the  trade  as  to  overwhelm  the 
market  with  goods,  thereby  producing 
ruin  not  only  to  themselves  but  also  to 
the  steady,  moderate,  and  (to  the  country) 
advantageous  trade  of  the  R  I.  Company, 
and,  in  consequence,  to  the  petitioners  in 
common  with  the  almost  incalculable 
number  of  persons  employed  by  •  the  said 
Company ;  and  praying,  that  the  various 
petitions  presented  to  &e  House  against 
the  renewal  of  the  £•  I.  Company's 
charter,  and  lor.  the  opening  of  the  trade 
to  India  and  China,  may  not  be  granted." 

A  Petition  of  the  clothdrawers  in  the 
employ  of  the  £.  I.  Company  was  also 
presented ;  setting  forth, 

«'  That  the  petitioners  observe,  with  the 
most  serious  concern,  the  great  efibrU 
making  in  various  paru  of  the' kingdom  to 
lay  open  the  trade  lo  India  and  Chifiai  a 


measure  that  wooM  certainly  be  attended 
with  the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  the 
petitioners,  and  the  numerous -classes  of 
tradesmen  having  establishroenu  under 
the  said  Company ;  and  that  the  peii« 
tioners,  with  humble  submission,  beg  leave 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
present  sUte  of  the  fine  cloth  trade  to 
Turkey,  which,  when  confined  to  the  ma- 
nagement and  wise  regulations  of  the 
Turkey  company,  was  nearly  equal  to  the 
present  exports  of  fine  cloth  to  China ; 
but  experience  shews  the  fatal  ^con^- 
qnences  of  that  trade  being  laid  open :  it 
is  lost  to  the  country  ;  as  a  bale  of  cloth 
is  rarely  exported  from  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  to  Turkey ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  confident  that  the  same  roinoua 
speculations  which  have  lost  the  Turkey 
cloth  trade  to  this  country  would  be  the 
consequence  of  an  open  trade  to  India; 
and  praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  re- 
gulations as  will  secure  the  continuanee 
of  the  exports  of  v woollens  to  India  and 
China  to  the  £.  I.  Co.,  under  whose  wise 
management  and  experience  it  has  been 
brought  to  iu  present  state  of  prosperity, 
so  greatly  beneficial  to  the  country  eft 
large/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
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Monday,  February  8. 

A  Petition  wiinst  the  Catholic  Claims 
was  prelented  from  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Carlisle.  A  similar  Petition  -from 
Chester  was  presented  by  the  bishop  of 
Chester,  who  also  presented  one  from  the 
diagistrates,  clergy,  and  inhabitants,  of 
Bolton  le  Moors,  in  Lancashire,  which 
his  lordship  stated  to  be  signed  by  6,00a 
persons,  amongst  whom  were  several  dis* 
seniing  ministers,  and  one  from  the  arch- 
deacon and  clergy  of  Winchester.  A  Pe- 
tition to  the  Ame  effect  from  the  gentry, 
clergy,  and  freeholders,  of  the  county  of 
Flint,  was  presented  by  lord  Keoyoo,  who 
stated  that  it  had  been  agreed  upon  at  a 
numerous  county  meeting  nearly  unani- 
mously, only  two  persons  di^^seniing  from 
it,  and  that  it  was  signed  by  4,000  persons. 
His  lordship  also  presented  a  similar  Pe- 
tition from  the  aldermen,  bureesses,  and 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Flint ;  a 
Petition  to  the  same  effect  from  the  cor- 
poration and  inhabitants  of  St.  Aibans  was 
also  presented  by  viscount  Grimston ;  and 
a  similar  Petition  from  certain  freeholdera 

and  iabibitaoti  of  the  coanty  of  Oxford, 
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hy  Uic  bishbp  of  Osferd*  Tbese  wyeral 
Petitiont  were  reftd  aod  ordered  to  lie  oa 
IheUble. 
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BOUSE   OP  COMMONlS. 

Monday^  February  8* 

•  Petitions  bb^pcctiho  the  Rbhewal  of 
TAB  EkST  India  Company's  Cbaeteb — 

tEOM  CaVDITON-^TiVBRTON  —  GrEBNOCK 

•-'DimrRiES'— LiTEEPooL  —  Montrose — 
AND  Scarborough.]  A  Petition  of  the 
mftoufttctarers  of  long  ells  and  oth^r  inhs- 
MtBnts  of  Crediton,  Deyon,  wes  presented  ; 
getting  fbrthf 

"That  the  petitioners  are  materially 
interested  in  the  E.  L  Co/s  export  of 
woollens  to  China^  inasmuch  as  the  staple 
manafactore  of  the  town  of  Crediton  and 
fu  neighbourhood  consists  of  an  article 
for  the  China  market,  denominated  long 
ell8»  which  gi^es  employment  to  the  great 
bulk  of  the  labouring  poor,  and  consumes 
a  large  proportion  of  the  growth  of  woolsj 
atid  this  at  a  time  when  the  channels  of 
Irade  continue  to  be  so  generally  ob- 
atructed,  that  the  osoal  exports  of  woollens 
from  the  western  counties  are  neirly  ad* 
nihilated ;  and  that  the  £.  I.  Co.  have 
been  long  and  assiduously  endeavouring 
to  establish  and  increase  a  permanent  ^s* 
tern  of  export  in  woollene  to  China,  that 
they  have  at  length  succeeded,  and  esta- 
blished a  mode  of  purchasing,  finishing, 
tad  exporting  their  goods  lk>  regular  and 
economical,  that  inatiree  to  them  a  con* 
atant  supply  of'»the  best  quality  on  the 
lowest  terAs,  and  to  the  manafacturers 
those  steady  atles  which  are  so  essentially 
necessary  for  the  employment  of  multi* 
ludes  of  labourers,  whose  existence  must 
otherwise  be  dependent  on  the  scanty  pit- 
tance of  parochial  relief;  and  that  the  po» 
^ioners  are  alarmed  at  the  attempts  now 
making  to  deprive  the  £.  I.  Co.  of  the 
exclusive  trade  to  China,  being  convinced 
that  BO  extension  of  our  exports  is  to  be 
expected  from  such  a  measure,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  very  existence  of 
Hht  China  trade  wo«M  bo  endangered 
thereby,  the  jealous  and  peculiar  cha- 
racter of  the  Chinese  government  re- 
qiring  all  that  systematic  regularity  and 
caution  which  tlie  Company  and  their  re* 
iident  agents  are  from  loAg  habit  enabled 
to  practise  ;  and  that  shouKI  it  even  be 
proposed  to  continue  with  the  E.  I.  Co. 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to  and 
firom  China,  but  to  permit  to  theviutpons 

•  free  impoct  Undo  with  lading  the  pels^ 


tloners  conbeive  thmt  measure  would  olii- 
mately,  but  surely  lead  to  the  deatnsction 
of  the  regular  China  trade,  by  opening 
sueh  extensive  channelt   to  sihoggliog 
teas  and  other  articles,  as  no  financial  re- 
gulations could  possibly  counteract,  the 
duty  of  about  05  per  cent  oA  teas»  and 
from  SO  to  70  per  cent  on  manofactored 
goods,  being  stimulants  to  a  contrabmad 
trade,  too  powerliil  to  be  successfblly^  re- 
sisted ;  and  that  the  petitioners  entertain 
the  most  serious  apprehensions*  tbat  thia 
measure,  if  sanctioned  by  the  legtslatnre, 
will  assuredly  tend  to  the  destrockioa  of 
the  S.  I.  Co.'s  China  trade,  of  s  moat  ex* 
tensive  and  beneficial  bhinch  of  the  ataple 
manufacture  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the 
deterioration  of  the  expensive  beildingt 
and  machinery  erected  purposely  for  its 
use,  thereby  occasioning  the  ruin  of 
industrious  families,  and  depriving 
sands  of  the  labouring  poor  of  their 
of  subsistence ;  and  that  the  petitieaen 
are  fully  aware  of  the  apeeioat  reasoning 
which  will  be  made  use  of  to  indoce  the 
legislature  to  concur  in  the  nseasnre  of 
opening  the  India  trade^  but  they  are  con* 
vmced  thai  no  lastins.  increase  of  that 
trade  would  be  obtained  thesebyi  the  Gom« 
pany  and  the  private  BBCvchaouat  prcaent 
engaged  therein  being  already  in  tke  bi^ 
of  furnishing  the  ilUialic  naarkets  with 
European    goods,     and    the   Eoropeaa 
markets  with  Asiatic  prodnctions/  to  the 
foil  extoBlt  of  their  consumption,  a  fret 
which  appears  to  be  suflkieaily  proved 
by  the  Tory  small  proportion  of  tko  toe* 
na^e  appropriated  to  the  private  trads 
which  has  been  taken  op  by  e^  neveh- 
ants;  and  the  petitionera  havd  moreover 
to  remark,  that  the  odium  of  monopoly,  so 
loudly  inveighed  against,  does  not  stnctly 
apply  to  the  £.  L  Co.,  becaoae  not  oely 
every  sobjeet  of  the  onited  kinsdona  naay 
participate  in  their  trade,  and  even  be- 


come  eligible  to  the  direetorsiiip»   by 


a  portion  of  its  stock,  bet 
indivktual  merchant  is,  under  the  rsgele* 
liens  already  existing*  at  liberty  to  cna- 
bark  in  the  &  India  trade,  and  to  ese  tbe 
Company's  ships  for  the  export  amd  import 
of  hw  goods;  and  that,  oo  an  alieniivo 
review  of  this  important  subject,  the  po- 
titibnerB  are  Ml^  impressed  wtA  tb# 
belief*  that  openmg  th«  trade  to  India 
and  China  to  individual  speculation  woeU 
not  only  endanger  its  proeperity  but  itt 
very  existence ;  and  praying  the  Hsesa 
not  to  sanction  so  hasaraous  an  experiment 
Baikal  of  risking  a  itmlo,  th«  Boarctof 
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such  cs|eQ0if#  heottfiu  lo  iIm  ftgrieiikMnI 
and  nitiiQfaaoruig  ioUretUpfibe  king- 
dom,  and  9f  •  net  aoovai  rt tpeaiM  to  the 
itete  of  nearly  foor  millions  fterling  ;  and 
praying,  that  the  trade  to  China  i«ay«  oa 
the  renewal  of  their  charter,  be  continued 
exclosiveiy  to  the  E.  I.  Co.,  and  that  the 
importa  fcom  India  may  be  confined  to 
the  porl  oi  Load9a.^' 


>9 


A  Petition  of  the  inbabitlMaU  of  Titer* 
ton,  Deiopv  was  also  preMOted;  setting 
forih, 

*«  That  the  renewal  of  the  chatter  to  the 
£•  I.  Co.  lor  an  exchisive  trade  to  China^ 
and  the  means  of  pfeserfiog  itonmoiested, 
is  of  f  jtak  importance  to  the  tatereste  of 
the  town  of  Tiferton,  whicht  dosing  some 
years  pasi^  has  had  Tery  little  of  other 
employ  lor  its  nnmeroos  laboorers  bni  the 
maaofactqriag  a|ii  article  caUed  long  ells 
foribe  £.  L  Co, ;  and  that,  previoee  to 
the  war,  there  was  a  considerable  com* 
merce  from  that  town  to  different  pvts  of 
Europe*  which  consumed  the  wool  grown 
wikhia  many  miles  of  il^  and  gave  foil 
employ  to  the  laboorers,  bot  stoco  that 
time  there  has  been  no  demand  for  the 
iMoal  sorts  of  woollen  goods,  and*  bat  for 
the  ordeta  given  by  the  Company  for 
long  ells,  the  Ubonrers^  with  their  families, 
mast  have  been  rednced  to  depend  on  pa* 
lochial  relief,  and  the  establishments  in 
the  town  havn  rooMined  idle ;  and  that 
the.K  L  Co,  haftt  been  Ions  and  assidu* 
ously  endeavouring  to  estuilisb  and  in* 
creese  a  permanent  system  of  export  in 
woollens  to  China;  that  they  have  made 
mat  sacrifioesi  and  incorred  hoMry  losses, 
mr  the  attainment  of  these  objocts;  that 
they  have  at  length  socceeded,  and  esta- 
bHshad  a  system  for  paicbasing,  finishing, 
end  exporting  their  goods,  so  regular  and 
oconooaical,  thai  it  insures  to  thm  a  con* 
•tant  supply  of  the  best  quality  on  the 
lowest  term%  and  to  the  manufacturers 
those  steady  sales  which  are  so  essentially 
necessary  tor  the  employment  of  their  la* 
bouress;  and  that  the  petitioners  are 
farmed  at  the  attempts  now  making  to 
<leprive  the  E.  I.  Co.  of  the  axchuive 
tnde  to  China,  being  conviaoed  that  no 
extension  of  our  expMs  is  to  be  expected 
from  such  a  measure,  but  that»  on  the  con- 
trary, the  very  existence  of  the  China 
trade  would  be  endangered  thereby,  the 
jeahus  and  peculiar  character  of  the  Chi- 
nese government  rtqoirtng^  all  that  sy^ 
tematic  regularity  and  caution  which  the 
Company  and,  their  resident  agents  are 


fipom  long  habit  ^lahkd  to  practise ;  and 
that,  shoukl  the  trade  to  Chuui  be  thrown 
open^  even  should  this  mach-to->be* 
fiiared'  event  not  take  place,  as  it  is  a  wel W 
ascertained  fact  that  the  company  with* 
out  a  competition  cannot  get  a  price  for 
the  long  ells  at  Canten  that  will  leave  a 
profil,  the  petitioners  cannot  expect 
when  there  are  livale  in  the  market,  the 
Cbineie  will  give  as  much  as  they  do.  9^ 
present,  or,  oven  if  thev  did^  that  iadivl* 
duals  would  export  gaods  for  public  her 
nefil  only ;  the  result  muft  therefore  bs^ 
in  either  case,  the  destruction  of  the  almond 
only  remaining  woollen  trade  ii^  the  wei^ 
tern  counties;  and  that,  should  it  even  be 
proposed  to  continue  with  the  £•  L  C(v 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to  and 
from  China,  but  to  permit  to  the  ootporta 
a  free  import  teade  ftom  Indii^  the  pet^ 
tinners  conceive  that  meesure  would  ultir 
mutely,  but  surely,  lead  to  the  destruction 
of  the  regular  China  trade,  by  opening 
such  extensive  channels  tosmuggiing  tea% 
and  other  articles,  as  no  financial  regular 
tiona  could  pomibly  counteract,  the  duty 
of  about  95  per  cent,  on  teas,  and  from  3^^ 
to  70  per  cent,  on  manufactured  goodie 
being  stimolante  to  a  contraband  uade  too 
powerful  to.  be  soccessfiilly  resisted ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  entertain  the  most  sor 
rious.  apprehensions  that  this  measure,  if 
senctioned  by  the  legislature,  will  as* 
suredly  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the  £, 
I.  Companv'*  China  trade,  of  a  most  ex? 
tensive  and  beneficial  branch  of  the  staple 
manufacture  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the 
deterioration  of  the  expensive  buildings 
and  machinery  erected  purposely  for  its 
use,  thereby  occasioning  the  min  of  very 
many  industrious  families^  and  depriving 
thousands  of  labouring  poor  of  their  means 
of  subsistence;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  fully  awara  of  theispecious  reasoning 
which  has  been  and  will  be  made  use  of  to 
induce  the  legislature  to  concur  in  the 
measure  of  opening  the  India  trade*  bat 
they  are  convinced  that  no  lasting  increase 
of  that  trade  would  be  obtained  thereby* 
the  Company  and  the  private  merchants 
at  present  engaged  therein  being  already 
in  the  habit  of  furnishing  the  Asiatio 
markets  with  European  goed«,  and  the 
European  market  with  Asiatic  pcDduction% 
to  the  full  extent  of  their  consumption! 
a  feet  which  appears  sufficiently  proved 
by  the  very  small  fwoportion  of  the  ton* 
na^  appropriated  to  the  privete  trade* 
which  has  been  taken  up  by  our  privato 
merchanu;  and  that,  on  the moet uttens 
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tive  review  of  this  important  subject,  the 
petitioners  are  fully  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  opening  the  trade  to  India  and 
China  to  individual  speculation,  would 
not  only  endanger  its  prosperity  but  its 
existence*;  and  praying  the  House  not  to 
sanction  so-  hazardous  an  experiment  as 
that  of  risking  a  trade  the  source  of  such 
extensive  benefits  to  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  this  kingdom, 
and  of  a  net  annual  revenue  to  the  state  of 
nearly  four  millions  sterling,  tod  that  the 
trade  to  China  may,  on  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  be  continued  exclusively  to 
the  £.  I.  Company,  and  that  the  imports 
from  India  may  be  confined  to  the  port  of 
liondon/' 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  shio- 
owners,  and  knanufiicturers  of  Greenock, 
was  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  laid  before  the  last 
parliament  a  Meihorial  praying  for  a  par* 
ticipation  in  the  trade  to  the  eastward  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  westward  of 
Cape  Horn  on  the  approaching  termi- 
nation of  the  Charter  of  the  £.  I.  C. ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution  of 
that  parliament,  the  petitioners  now 
humbly  address  themselves  to  the  Hoose^ 
praying  for  a  full  and  free  participation  in 
all  the  trade  of  the  East  within  the  limits 
^f  the  Company's  Charter,  subject  only  to 
.aoch  restrictions,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  as  may  be  necessary 
fer  the  political  safety  of  India,  and  for 
the  due  collection  of  his  Majesty's  reve- 
nue; and  that  whatever  tends  to  increase 
the  foreign  trade  of  a  country,  the  great 
nursery  for  seamen,  goes  to  benefit  the 
nation  at  large  ;  and  that  the  opening  a 
direct  communication  between  India  and 
the  out-ports  of  this  kingdom  must  pro- 
duce a  great  increase  of  trade,  and  con- 
aequently  add  to  the  number  of  persons 
required  to  carry  it  on;  and  that,  since 
the  petitioners  had  the  honour  first  to  bring 
this  important  question  into  public  noticei 
the  subject  has  been  laid  fully  before  the 
country ;  and  that  the  impolicy  and  in* 
justice  of  a  renewal  of  the  monopoly  have 
been  esublished  by  so  msny  irresistible 
argumenu,  that  the  petitioners  do  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  trespass  farther  on 
the  patience  of  the  House,  though  much 
might  still  be  said  on  the  subject ;  and 
that  the  pelitionert  will  therefore  conclade 
by  expressing  their  confident  hope  that 
the  House  will  not  sufier  the  voice  of  the 
MtioD  to  be  stifled  by  the  hollow  prcten* 
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sions  of  interested  individuals,  bat  that 
they  will  grant  the  prayer  of  this  Petition 
by  allowing  a  participation  in  those  rights 
and  privileges  to  which  all  British  sobjects 
have  an  equal  and  undoubted  olaim. " 


»» 


A  Petition  of  the  provost,  baiHiest  and 
councillorsof  the  royal  boroogh  of  Dum* 
fries,  was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  last  parliament  a 
humble  Memdtial  and  Petiticm,  stating  in 
general,  that  the  Charters  granted  by  par- 
liament at  different  periods  to  the  £.  I,  C. 
were  highly  oppressive  and  injarions  to 
the  other  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  in  ns  ^ 
as  while  they  conferred  on  that  Company 
extensive  powers  and  prrvileget,  they  Ih 
mited  the  capital  and  commercial  specula- 
tions of  those  other  subjects,  who  were  re- 
stricted from  interfering  with  that  Coo- 
pany  under  severe  pains  and  penalties^ 
which  appeared  to  the  peti^oners  an  im- 
politic if  not  an  invidious  distinction  ;  and 
that  the  flags  of  other  nations  in  mraity 
with  Great  Britain  have  been  permitted  to 
exercise  an  extensive  freedom  of  com- 
merce without  any  such  limitationa  or  re- 
strictions; and  that,  from  these  and  many 
other  considerations,  the  petitioners  con- 
ceived that  a  renewal  of  the  Charter 
would  be  only  a  continuance  of  the  de« 
gradation  to  the  commercial  spirit  of  the 
nation ;  and  tliey  prayed,  that  parliament 
in  its  wisdom  and  justice,  would  adopt 
such  measures  as  should  give  to  all  bis 
Majesty's  subjects  at  least  a  participation 
of  the  trade  and  commerce  to  the  East 
Indies  and  to  China;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners, understanding  that  a  renewal  of 
the  Charter  is  again  become  the  subject  of 
discussion  in  the  House,  now  preanme 
humbly  but  constitutionally  again  to  offer 
their  sentiments  against  such  renewal  for 
many  reasons,  and  particularly  because 
the  powers  and  privileges  heretofore  vested 
in  the  £.  I.  Co.  appear  to  them  to  be  in 
direct  opposition  to  every  principle  of 
justice  and  policy ;  and  that  these  pri- 
vileges  have  been  allowed  to  foreign 
states  while  his  Msjesty's  sobjects  in  gene* 
ral  have  been  excluded  from  the  enjoy* 
raent  of  any  part  of  them,  and  as  it  now 
appears,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  these  privileges  have  contri* 
buted  to  relax  the  resources  of  this  conn* 
try,  and  strengthen  those  of  the  enemy ; 
and  that  they  are  calculated  to  repress  the 
energies  and  to  interfere  with  the  title  of 
all  British  merchants  to  judge  what  ti 
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best  f6r  fheir  own  interest ;  and  that,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  seciire  the  peace  of  the  community, 
by  aflfbrdihg  full  work  and  fair  wages  to 
the  operative  cislises,  when,  from  the  want 
of  sufficient  Vent,  the  skill  and  industry 
of  the  ra^niifacturers  are  inadequately  oc- 
cupied, stfid  consequently  a  part  of  the 
popalatidi  remains  unemployed,  when  the 
prosecution  of  an  etpenaive  war  renders 
It  necessary  to  adopt  every  means  for 
liugmenting  the  revenue,  and  when  the 
bonoiA*,  prosperity,  and  independence  of 
this  naCioh  depends  so  much  on  the  main- 
fenance  of  its  naval  superiority  by  encou- 
faging  a  nursery  for  seamen,  which  the 
trade  to  India  ahd  China  is  in  an  eminent 
degree  calculated  to  promote,  it  becomes 
not  only  highly  expedient  but  indispen- 
sibly  reqi^isite  to  open  every  legitimate 
channel  of  commerce  for  the  preservation 
not  only  of  internal  security,  but  for  the 
prqsecution  of  our  mercantile,  maritime, 
and  financia;f  interests;  and  praying,  that 
iio  exclusive  grant  may  be  given  to  the 
trade  ^ith  the  countries  to  the  eastward  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  part 
tiiereof,  that  this  commerce  may  not  be 
Confined  to  any  particular  port  of  the 
kingdom',  but  that  the  House  will,  in  its 
vi^isdom,  adopt  such  measures  as  i will  re- 
store and  secure  to  his  Majesty's  subjects 
those  jost  rights  and  equal  privileges  to 
which  they  possess  an  unquestionable 
right,  and  which  are  so  bbviously  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  peace,  welfare,  and 
imere'st  of  the  country  at  large/' 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  ship- 
owner's,  tradesmen,  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Liverpool,  was  also  presented  ;  setting 
forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  view,  with  the 
most  serious  attention  and  the  deepest 
anxiety,  the  approaching  period  when 
the  exclusive  privileges  so  long  'granted  to 
the  £.  I.  Co.  will  terminate,  conceiving,  in 
eommon  with  the  rest  of  Uis  Majesty's 
subjects,  that  their  general  interests  arc 
niost  importantly  connected  with  the 
measures  which  the  legislature  may  then 
tdo|^t ;  and  that  'experience  has  demon- 
strated that  neither  the  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  nor  those  of  the  Com- 
pany itself,  have  fSeen  promoted  by  the 
monopolies  which  have  been  hitherto 
granted,  and  so  frequently  renewed ;  and 
Chat  the  circumstances  of  great  embar- 
rassment in  which  the  aiiairsof  the  Com- 
pany have  so  often  and  so  recently  been 
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placed,  and  the  loans  which  they  have  ob- 
tained from  government,  are  strong  evU 
dences  to  this  effect,  well  known  to  the 
House,  and  contemplated  with  apprehen* 
sion  and  regret  by  the  nation  at  large ; 
ahd  that,  while  the  merchants  of  the 
United  Kingdom  were  virtually  excluded 
from  the  eastern  trade,  they  have  seen  a 
very  large  portion  of  it  yielded  up  to  fo- 
reign nations,  from  a  deficiency  either  in 
the  capital  or  in  the  energy  and  enter- 
prize  of  the  Company ;  and  that  ;be  most 
important  productions  of  India  and  China 
have  been  forced  upon  the  country  at 
prices  far  exceeding  those  at  which  they 
could  be  supplied  from  the  fair  CQmpeti- 
tion  of  the  private  merchants,  were  the 
trade  so  laid  open  as  to  admit  of  their  em- 
barking in  it;  and  that  the  forms' restric- 
tions difficulties  and  delays,  the  unneces- 
sary detentions  and  heavy  expences,  to 
which  the  limited  private  export  trade 
(hitherto  permitted  from  London  to  India) 
has  been  subjected,  have  rendered  it  nu- 
gatory to  the  merchants  and  manufac* 
turers  of  the  kingdomi  at  large,  vexatious 
and  precarious  even  to  those  of  London» 
and  unproductive  therefore  of  the  na- 
tional benefits  contemplated  by  the  legis- 
lature when  the  measure  was  adopted ; 
and  that  again  to  confine  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  trade  to  the  Company  o^ 
to  the  port  of  London,  would  they  humbly 
conceive,  be  most  injurious  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  kingdom  generally, 
for,  as  all  equally  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  state,  ao  all  are  in  justice  en- 
titled to.  participate  in  every  branch  of  ' 
its  commerce  ;  and  that  the  national  ad« 
vantages  attendant  upon  a  general  open- 
ing ofthe  trade  are  great  and  manifest,  in- 
asmuch as  it  woutd  give  a  new  and  requi: 
site  field  for  the  industry  and  ingenuity  of 
our  manufacturers^  the  enterprise  o^  our 
merchantSi  the  employment  of  numerous 
vessels  now  dismantled  in  our  harbours, 
and  thousands  of  our  people,  who,  from  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations,  are  at  pre- 
sent sufTering  the  many  privations  neces* 
sarily  occasioned  by  the  want  of  employ ; 
and  that  it  would  also  strengthen  the  mari- 
time power  of  the  nation,  our  best  de- 
fence and  surest  barrier  against  the  ag- 
gressions of  our  enemies,  by  furnishing  it 
with  an  additional  nursery  for  its  seamen^ 
and  would  augment  our  resources  by  an  ad- 
ditional revenue;  and  that  the  petitioners 
beg  to  state  that,  should  the  export  trade 
be  permitted  from  the  out-ports,  while  the 
import  trade  is  confi^ned  to  London,  they 
{2D) 


403]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

humbly  conceive  it  will  not  only- be  an 
act  of  injustice  in  itself,  but  productive  to 
4heni  of  injury  rather  than  of  benefit; 
that  the  management  of  their  shipping, 
and  the  sale  of  their  goods,  would  by  such 
a  regulation  be  necessarily  placed   in  the 
hands   of   agents    resident    in    London, 
would  be  taken  from  under  their  own  su* 
perintendence,  and  incumbered  with  heavy 
commissions  and  charges,  from  which  the 
London  merchant  would  be  exempt ;  that 
the    out-port  shipping,  when  unloaded, 
must  either  be  removed  to  their  several 
ports  at  a  heavy  extra  expence,  or  rer 
paired  and  again  fitted  out  from  London, 
to    the  manifest  injury  and  Idss  of  the 
tradesmen  and  inhabitants  generally  of  the 
places  to  which  they  might  respectively 
belong:    that  the  only  means  by  which 
the  merchants  of  the  out-ports  could  free 
themselves  from  this  great  and  oppressive 
disadvantage  would   be  by  fixing   their 
establishments    in     London,    a    measure 
which  would  in  fact  wholly  deprive  their 
respective  towns  of  a  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  trade,  wMlst  the  manufac- 
turers would  find  their  goods  loaded  with 
the  heavy  additional  charges  attendins 
the  transportation  of  them  to  London,  and 
the  kingdom  at  large  be  taxed  with  si- 
milar charges  in  bringing  the  productions 
of  the  East  from  London  to  the  places  of 
consumption  and  manufacture;  and  that 
the  E.  L  Co.,  continuing  to  trade  as  a 
body  of  merchants,  would  still  have  a 
considerable    advantage,  from  their  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  trade,  and  their 
existing  establishments  both  at  home  and 
a^broad;    and  that  the  port  of   London 
woul^  still  retain  in  her  trade  to  the  East 
that  same  preponderance  which,  by  the 
wealth,  the  enterprize,  and  the  influence 
of  her  merchants,  the  magnitude  of  her 
consumption,  and  the  advantages  of  her 
situation,  she  is  enabled  to  enjoy  in  every 
other  branch  of  our  national  commerce  ; 
and  that,  from  the  existing  and  practica- 
ble regulations  at  the  principal  out-ports 
the  petitioners  feel  confident  that  no  dif- 
ficulty whatever   would   be  experienced 
either  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  or 
the  prevention  of  smuggling;   and  that 
all  representations  to  the  contrary  are  only 
attempts  to  place  an  odium  upon  (he  out- 
ports,  and  create  an  unjust  and  unmerited 
prejudice  against  them ;  and  that  the  ex- 
perience derived  from  the  trade  carried  on 
with  India  and  Chinaby  the  United  States 
enables  the  petitioners  to  assert  that  no 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
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conduct  of  the  crews  of  private  yetsela,  as 
it  is  generally  admitted  that  the  crews  of 
the  American  ships,  though  not  even  sub- 
ject to   any    local  controul    created  by 
their  own  government,  have  on  all  occa- 
sions conducted  themselves  without  giving 
offence    or    receiving  interruption  ;    the 
crews  of  private  vessels  also  being  in  pro- 
portion to  their  tonnage  less  numeroos, 
their  conduct  is  more  easily  watched,  and 
their  irregularities  prevented  ;  bot  that,  as 
a  farther  security,  the  British  ahtpa  may 
be  placed  under  the  direction  of  proper 
officers,  who,  at  the  same  time  superin- 
tending the  shipment  of  the  cargo  at  tbe 
different  ports  and  places,  would  be  ena- 
bled to  furnish  such  manifests  as  would  in- 
crease the  difficulty  of  smuggling,  and  tbe 
consequent    protection    of  the  revenue; 
and  that  the  petitioners  humbly  conceive 
that  less  jealousy  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  Chinese  government,  should  tbe 
trade  be  opened  to  the  shipping  of  tbe 
United  Kingdom,  than  when  confined  to 
the  large  and  warlike  vessels  of  tbe  Com- 
pany, the  apparent  property  of  a  trading 
body,  who  are  likewise  powerful  neigh- 
bouring sovereigns ;  but  experience  also 
evinces  that  the  government  of  China  is 
more  attentive  to  the  advantages  derived 
from  foreign  commerce,  than  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  by  whom  that 
commerce  is  conducted  ;  and  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  trade  being  opened,  the  peti- 
tioners repose  implicit  confidence  in  the 
House  for  forming  such  laws  and  regulations 
to  controul  the  conduct  of  those  merchant!, 
traders,  and  others,  whose  concerns  will 
require    their  residence  in  tbe  diflerent 
parts  of  the  Indian  empire,  as  nuv  pro- 
tect them  from  all  oppression  or  unAie  in- 
terference in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  their 
commercial  objects,  and  at  the  same  time 
prevent  them  from  attempting  to  disturb 
or  oppose  the  existing  lawful  aatboritics, 
or    by    any    improper  means  to  hazard 
an   encroachment    on  the  known  habits 
and   prejudices  of  the  people  of  India; 
and  that  the  petitioners  therefore,  reposing 
entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice of  the  House,  do  most  humbly  prav. 
that  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  £.  I. 
Co.  to  trade  with  the  countries  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  not 
be   renewed   in   whole    or  in    part,    bat 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as 
will  secure  to  the  merchants  ship  owners 
manufacturers  and  traders  of  the  United 
Kingdom  a  free  trade  with  all, the  coun-> 
tries  so  situated,  subject  only  to  such  rega- 
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lations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  poll*  | 
tical  safety  of  India^  and  the  protection  of 
his  Majesty's  revenue/' 

A  Petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Liver- 
pool Docks,  was  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  port  of  Liverpool  has,  in 
the  course  of  little  more  than  a  century, 
from  its  peculiar  local  advantages,  and  by 
the  enterprising,  spirit  of  its  inhabitants, 
raised  itself  from  the  situation  of  an  hum- 
ble fishing  town  to  the  distinguished  rank 
and  importance  of  the  second  port  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  whose 
province  it  is  to  provide  and  maintain  the 
requisite  accommodation  for  the  shipping 
resorting  to  that  port,  have,  at  various 
times,  under  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  as  the  increase  of  the  trade  de- 
manded, erected  extensive  docks  and 
other  conveniences  for  the  shipping  inte- 
rests of  the  town,  and  that,  urged  by  the 
merchants  at  large  three  years  ago,  when 
their  trade  was  in  great  prosperity,  the 
petitioners  lately  obtained  from  parliament 
powers  for  the  further  improvement  of 
the  port,  and  that  in  consideration,  not 
only  of  the  existing  want  of  accommoda- 
tion in  the  docks  for  general  purposes, 
but  anticipating  also  the  period  when 
ibm  rights  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
Liverpool,  in  common  with  all  other  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  to  a  free  trade  with 
the  East  Indies  would  be  recognized,  the 
petitioners  have  commenced  various  works 
upon  an  extensive  scale  calculated  to 
meet  the  vast  accession  of  trade  which,  as 
they  humbly  conceive,  would  be  the  re- 
sult of  such  a  system  ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners therefore,  anxious  for  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  important  trusts  committed  to 
tbem,  and  confiding  in  the  justice  of  the 
House,  most  humbly  intreat  that  they  will 
adopt  such  measures  as  to  their  wisdom 
shall  seem  best  for  obtaining  Jto  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  a  participation  of  the 
trade  with  our  eastern  possessions  hitherto 
solely  enjoyed  by  the  East  India  Com* 
pany.'* 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
burffesses,  of  Liverpool,  in  council  as- 
sembled, was  alsd  presented  9  setting 
forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  conceive  that  the 
•objects  of  these  realms  possess  ah  inhe- 
rent right  to  a  free  inteneoarse  of  trade 
with  all  other  nationi  and  conntriea  in 


amity  with  this,  subject  only  to  such  regu- 
lations as  may  be  necessary  for  preservmg 
a  good  understanding  with  those  countries, 
and  for  securing  to  our  own  the  revenues 
derivable  from  such  intercourse ;  and  that 
the  monopoly  of  the  £.  I.  Company,  how* 
ever  expedient  or  necessary  at  the  period 
of  their  first  charter,  is,  as  the  petitioners 
humbly  conceive,  in  the  present  state  of 
commerce  and  of  the  world,  no  longer  so, 
and  it  is  moreover  inconsistent  with  those 
principles  which  are  universally  admitted 
to  be  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  com- 
merce; and  that  every  other  nation  of 
Europe  being,  by  the  signal  success  of  his 
Majesty's  arms,  deprived  of  all  territorr 
and  inliuence  in  the  East  Indies,  as  well 
as  of  all  means  of  annoyance  to  the  navi- 
gation of  those  seas,  an  ample  field  is  now 
opeq  for  the  exertion  of  British  skill  and 
enterprize,  and  for  the  investment  of  that 
capital  which  is  rendered  in  a  great  mea- 
sure useless  in  those  channels  of  trade 
where  it  has  heretofore  been  employed  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners^  as  the  guardians 
of  the  interests  of  the  town  of  Liverpool, 
while  they  lament  the  distressing  suspen- 
sion of  its  commerce  at  this  juncture,  can- 
not but  indulge  a  sanguine  hope  that  the 
sera  is  arrived  which  presents  to  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  Liverpool  in  com- 
mon with  those  of  every  part  of  the  Bri-  , 
tish  empire,  new  and  brighter  prospects 
in  the  participation  of  a  traffic  from  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  excluded ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  disclaim  any  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  E.  L  Com- 
pany, which  they  apprehend  may  be 
maintained  inviolate  without  the  continua- 
tion of  a  system  that  infringes  the  privi- 
leges of  others ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
therefore  reposing  entire  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  House,  hum- 
bly intreat  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  secure  to  the 
merchants  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  free  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
may  be  heard,  by  their  counsel  or  agentSf  • 
upotf  this  subject  at  the  bar  of  the  House." 

A  Petition  of  the  provost,  magistrates, 
and  town  council  of  the  royal  burgh  of 
Montrose,  in  council  assembled,  was  also 
presented ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  are  informed  that 
the  East  India  Company  have  applied  to 
parliament  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter, 
and  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to  convey 
to  the  House  their  lentiments  on  a  subject 
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of  such  importance  to  the  empire  ;  and 
tliat  the  experience  of  past  times  has 
proved  beyond  all  dispute  the  baneful  ef- 
fects of  munopoiies,  and  the  petitioners 
think  they  are  sufBciently  warranted  in 
asserting  that  vvhile  the  monopoly  hilher- 
tp  enjoyed  by  the  E.  I.  Company  has  pre- 
cluded the  private  merchant  from  partici- 
pating in  the  trade,  it  has  been  far  from 
operating  to  t|^e  advantage  of  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  the  petitioners  do  not  mean 
to  suQgest  any  thln^  to  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  government  of  the  Com- 
pany's possessions  in  India,  bu(  they 
would  humbly  propose,  that  the  exclu- 
sive privileges  of  the  Company  should 
not  be  renewed,  and  tliat  the  trade  to 
the  extensive  countries  between  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Ma- 
gellan should  be  laid  open  to  the  com- 
mercial'enterprize  of  all  the  subjects  of 
the  empire ;  and  that  it  appears  extremely 
unreasonable  if  not  unjust,  that  the  subjects 
of  other  governments  in  amity  with  Britain 
should  be  admitted  to  commercial  inter- 
course wiih  the  British  possessions  in 
India,  while  the  subjects  of  Britain  are  ex- 
cluded; and  that  the  peiiiioners  aie  huin- 
blj'  of  opinion,  that  the  admission  of  a  free 
trade  with  the  countries  comprehended 
under  the  excIuMve  grant  of  the  £.  I. 
Company  will  afford  an  'extensive  field 
for  the  employment  of  mercantile  talents 
and  capiial,  and  be  productive  of  the 
greatest  benefit  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest of  the  country  ;  and  they  are  likewise 
of  opinion  that  Leith,  the  port  of  the  capi- 
tal of  Scotland^  should  be  included  in  the 
number  of  places  to  which  importation 
should  be  allowed ;  and  praying  the  House 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  render  it 
lawful  for  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
from  and  after  the  expiry  of  the  India 
Company's  present  charter,  to  carry  on 
from  such  places  as  shall  be  judged  neces- 
sary, a  free  and  unlimited  trade  with  the 
British  possessions  in  India  and  with  the 
countries  situated  to  the  East  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  to  the  West  of  Cape 
Horn/' 

APetition  of  the  mercbantSj  ship-owners, 
9cc,  of  Scarborough,  was  also  presented  ; 
setting  forth, 

'  "  That  as  it  is  expected  that  the  ap^ 
proachiog  expirution  of  the  £.  I.  Com- 
pany's charter  will  occupy  the  early  at* 
tention  of  the  House,  the  petitioners  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  state  their  hopes  and 
wishes  on  that  importaat  subject  j  and  that 
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the  petitioners  are  fully  p,f  r^Qad«d#  iltat  if 
the  tr^de  to  the  British  dominion!*  iQ  India, 
and  to  the  immen^e^nd  populous  coaa- 
trtes  included   in   the  charter,  -  were  laid 
open  ^o  the'Skiil,  industry,  and  capi^l  of 
private  merchants,  it  would  be  conducted 
with  a  degree  of  energy  and  economy  of 
which  a  iarg^  public  body  is  incapable, 
new  channer:^  q\  ^omiperce  would  be  dis^ 
covered,  the  consumption  pf  our  manufac* 
tures  would  be  exten^^d,  alid  our  shipping 
increased,  to  the  advantage  of  the  partiea 
concerned,  and  the  permanent  augmenta- 
tion of  the  wealth,  ppwer,  and  resources 
of  the  British  empire;    apd  that  the  peti- 
tioners do  therefore  humbly  request^  that 
the  House  would  b^  pleased  to  adopi  «uch 
measares  as  they  may  in  their  wiadom 
think  fit  for  granting  to  all  bis  Ii|ajesty'a 
subjects,  after  the  expiration  of  the  £.  !• 
Company's,  ch^ter,  a  free  trade  to  China/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tabU. 

Petitions  a6mnst  tbe  CL4ms  or  tbk 
^oMAN  .Catholics— FROM  the    Clergy^ 

^C.    OP  HUDO&BSFIELO^-THE  MAYQa.  £tC. 

OF  Leeds — the  Akchdeacon  and  Cleegt 
OF  the  East  Riding  of  York — thi^ 
Dean   and  Chapter  of  Cucstee — the 

MAGISTRAThS      OF     BoLTON  —  THE     DeaJS 

and  Chapter  of  Caklisle— and  the 
Mayor,  &c.  of  Cambridge.]  A  Petition 
of  several  of  the  cleigy,  gentry,  and  inha- 
i^itants  of  Huddcrsfieid^  was  presented  j 
setting  forth| 

"  That  while  the  petitioners  fully  con- 
fide in  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  they 
consider  the  question  relating  to  the  Popish 
Claims  to  be  one  which  demands  tlie  most 
anxious  attention  of  every  friend  to  the 
Protestant  religion  and  to  Protestant  Bri* 
tain;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
sent disturbed  slate  of  tlieir  part  of  the 
country  (a  state  verging  upon  open  rebel- 
lion) might  suggest  the  proprifsty  of  for- 
bearing to  agitate,  in  that  neighbourhood* 
any  question  of  great  public  interest,  they 
conceive  that  no  fear  of  merely  local  in- 
convenience or  personal  risk  ought  to  pre- 
vent the  expression  of  their  sentiments  on 
this  most  important  subject;  and  that, 
since  the  despotic  principles  of  Popery 
are  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  Bri- 
tish freedom*  firmly  secured  and  wisely 
circumscribed  by  the  laws,  and  since  aU 
who  difier  in  religious  opinion  and  prac- 
tice from  the  Papists  (who  themselt es,  in 
points  essential,  are  at  variance  with  the 
Holy  Scriptures],  are  by  them  declared 
hereticsi  and  it  is  an  established  tein^  vfitit 
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theiii»  "  That  00  foith  if  to  bo  I^ept  mik 
heretics!''  it  is  eveu  held  to  be  ^  pf^iM^ 
worthy  act  to  pot  a  heretic  to  d/eatb«  since 
absoiutioD  from  the  wont  ^  crimes^  pfimM 
ipost  iajariouB  to  society,  i»4|r  by  tbem 
be  obtaiqe4  ^ith  ease ;  since  th^se  and 
other  eqaally  dangerous  principles  have 
already^  in  K>rnier  daysj  been  acted  ^poa 
to  a  terrific  extent,  written  in  large  9h^- 
racters  of  blood  and  4ame ;  and  as  ii  ap* 
pears,  from  their  recent  declarations,  ttiey 
are  still  maintained  and  upheld,  becaiise«a$ 
it  is  positively  asserted,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic religion  always  remains  the  same ;  and 
therefore  the  oi^y  assignable  reason  why 
they  are  not  now  acted  upon  is  the  want 
of  power ;  and  that  the  petitioners  look 
upon  the  demands  now  made  by  the  Pa- 
pists (of  admission  to  places  of  bi^b  trust 
and  powesf  in  the  state,  not  only  without 
any  pledges  of  security  to  the  present  es- 
tablished order  of  things  in  these  realms, 
but  followed  by  ^  positive  refusal  of  any 
such  pledges,)  aa  destructive  if  acceded 
to,  of  the  invaluable  privileges  which 
they  enjoy— privileges,  the  sanctioned 
birthright  of  Protestant  Britons— and  that, 
since  the  Supremacy  of  the  Pope,  and  bis 
power  to  absolve  subject  A^n  their  alle- 
giance to  their  lawful  sovereign,  are  still 
maintained  by  the  Papists,  the  petitioners 
cannot  formally  accede  to  these  demands, 
which,  if  granted,,  would  enable  tbem  to 
act  upon  those  principles,  without  virtaal- 
ly  renouncing  their  allegiance  to  their 
lawful  sovereign,  vi^ithout  forgetting  all 
the  vb'tues  which  have  adorned,  with  so 
niucl^  splendoi,  the  venerable  head  of 
their  beloved  monarch,  that  truly  firm, 
conscientious,  and  undaunted  defender'  of 
the  Protestant  faith,  who  has  laboured  for 
the  happiness  of  his  people  unremittingly 
during  a  long  reign  of  more  than  half  a 
century,  and  to  whose  unbending  integ- 
rity they  are  indebted,  under  Almighty 
God,  for  the  happy  exemption  which  they 
enjoy  from  those  horrors  under  which  the 
rest  of  Europe  so  deeply  groans,  tbat»sca- 
sible  of  the  inestimable  privileges,  both 
civil  and  religious,  with  which  we  are  fa<- 
voured  beyond  every  other  nation  upon 
earth,  to  secure,  if  possible,  their  conti* 
nuance,  is  a  duty  which  the  petitioners 
feel  that  they  owe  to  themselves,  who  ex- 
perience their  value,  to  their  ancestors, 
who  purchased  them  with  their  blood,  and 
to  their  posterity,  who  may  naturally 
claim  them  at  tbeir  hands ;  and  praying 
that  the  House  will  be  pleased  to  wati?h 
with  «  most  jealous  eye  of  er  eveayalteifti 


tion  of  the  existing  laws,  and  to  shield  ihe 
civil  and  religious  esti^blishmenta  oftbes« 
realms  from  the  effects  ol'  those  plaosibl* 
professions  of  liberality  and  charity  which 
are  too  often  urged  10  concesi  designs  to 
which  the  state  cannot  but  receive  ireepft* 
able  damage-" 

A  Petition  of  the  mityor,  aider me»,  and 
asfistants  of  Leeds,  in  common  hall  aa^. 
sen^bled,  ipas  also  presented;  settipg^ 
forth, 

'•  That  the  petitioners  entertain  a  high 
and  grateful  sense  of  the  blessings  they* 
enjoy  under  the  constitutioD  by  law  estabo 
lisbed  in  Cl^nrch  and  State,  to  the  maiii9> 
tenance  of  which  they  can  look  with  con* 
fidence  so  long  only  as  the  offices  of  that 
state  are  administered  by  persona  attached 
to  the  constitution  from  principle,  and 
ready  to  submit  to  those  tests  of  their  at^ 
tachment  required  by  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors ;  and  that  under  these  impress* 
sioaa  the  petitioners  cannot  view  witheut 
alarm  the  reiterated  attempts  of  a  pari  oi 
his  Majesly's  lUmaA  Catholic  siibjectst,  i# 
procure  the  removal  of  all  bars  10  their 
filling  the  highest  offices  in  the  verieua 
departoaenta  under  government,  in  ceaa« 
t^ou  with  bis  Majesty's  Proteslent  su^m 
jeeU;  and  that  the  petitioners  have  wit* 
nessed  with  satisiaction  the  repeal  of  th* 
laws  restraining  the  Roman  Catholics  ia 
tbn  free  exercise  of  theur  religion,  and  thufc 
extension  to  them  of  many  impeetant  prU 
vileges  during  bis  Majesty's  mild  andbeiit 
neficent  reign,  bnt  the  petilionera  kno» 
of  no  change  in  their  teneu,  nothing  cam^ 
ciliating  in  the  temper  wiih  whieh  thejr 
advance  their  pretensionSi  no  oonnesstoa. 
whichr  they  ar%  willing  to  mnke  for  th* 
security  of  the  established  retioion,  which 
can  justify  the  Roman  Cathohcs  in  their 
claims  to  fiiffther  p^litiical  poerer;  and 
they  humi^ly  conceive  tbei  the  adnsiftr 
sion  of  these  would  be  a  fMon^  aeknosn^. 
ledgflsent  that  there  ia  no  necessary  ceov^ 
nection  between  Church  and  State,  that» 
the  Act  of  Seulement  ooghs  to  be  ve*. 
pealed,  and  that  the  great  pillars  on  whifik 
our  ancestors  raised  our  glorious  constUu* 
tion  are  no  longer  necessary  for  its  sap* 
port:  and  that  the  petitioners  thenefonsf 
humbly  enftreal  the  House  to  aUagr  the 
fears  of  his  Majesty's  Protestant  suliieeia 
by  refusing  to  comply  with  the  Claiose  o£ 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  by  resisting  all 
encfoaohmeiita  upon  that  canstitntion. 
under  which  these  realma  bane  so  long 
andheppiigrftMBshfidi'' 
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'  A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
within  the  archdeaconry  of  the  East 
Riding  of  York,  was  also  presented ;  set- 
ting forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  always  desirous 
of  expressing  their  entire  confidence  in 
the  protection  which  .the  wisdom  of  par- 
liament has  uniformly  extended  to  the 
Church  established  in  this  United  King- 
dom, feel  themselves  called  upon,  by  the 
repeated  cUims  ,of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
to  offer  their  sentiments,  with  the  greatest 
deference,  concerning  a  subject  of  such 
Tast  importance  to  the  public  welfare ;  and 
that  they  perceive  with  regret,  that  al- 
though the  kindest  and  most  indulgent 
toleration  has  been  granted,  demands  are 
now  brought  forward  of  a  very  alarming 
nature,  no  less  than  an  equal  participation 
of  power,  no  less  than  an  unqualified  ad- 
mission into  all  the  offices  of  state ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  humbly  represent  to 
the  House  their  decided  opinion,  that  the 
concession  of  such  demands  would  be  sub- 
Tersive  of  the  first  principles  of  that  con- 
stitution which  was  matured  at  the  glo- 
rious period  of  the  Revolution,  when  the 
Protestant  faith  and  worship  were  happily 
preserved  by  those  wise  laws  which  are 
justly  considered  as  the  bulwark  of  our 
constitution ;  and  they  remark  with  grate- 
fol  exultation,  that  the  experience  of  more 
than  a  century  has  endeared  to  them  a 
system  of  religion  which  has  withstood  the 
speculations  of  modern  theory,  and  which 
ttiey  pray  may  be  perpetuated  to  them 
and  their  latest  posterity;  and  that  they 
entertain  no  other  sentiments  than  those 
of  charity  and  affection  towards  Christians 
of  all  denominations ;  but,  judging  of  the 
future  by  the  past,  they  beg  leave  to  inti- 
mate their  apprehensions  of  danger  to  the 
Protestant  religion  from  any  further  con- 
cessions to  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects ;  and  they  trust  and  hope,  there- 
fore, that  no  measures  will  be  adopted  that 
will  grant  the  exercise  of  political  aotbo- 
rity  to  those  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  who 
pay  implicit '  obedience  to  any  foreign 
power/' 

'  A  Petition  *of  the  ^ean  and  chapter  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Chester,  and  the 
parochial  and  other  clergy  of  the  city  and 
neighbourhood  of  Chester,  was  also  pre- 
sented; setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  repre* 
sent  respeetfally,bot  at  the  same  time  ear- 
nestly, their  firm  opinion,  that  the  statutes 
which  exclude  persons  Uving  in  coouau- 
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nion  with  the  Church  of  Rome  from  situa- 
tions of  trust  and  power  are  to  be  regarded 
as  the  fences  of  our  constitution  in  Church 
and   State ;    and    that,    therefore,    those 
statutes  cannot  be  repealed  without  ex- 
treme danger  to   both,  even  if  it  were 
certain  that  the  evils  which  the  petitioners 
should  apprehend  from  such  repeal  would, 
in  the  first  instance,  directly  afiect  only 
our  Church,  yet  they  are  persuaded   it 
would  appear  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House, 
that  whatever  pleasure  aflected  the  Church 
directly  could  not  fail  to  affect  at  least  in- 
directly the  well  being  of  the  state,  but 
that  the  evils  to  the  state  would  not  be  felt 
merely  in  an  indirect  manner,  as  they  are 
persuaded  that  the  repeal  of  the  restrictive 
statutes,  instead  of  producing  union  in  af- 
fections, would  in  the  end  widen  beyond 
measure  existing  breaches,  and  would,  by 
introducing  opposition  of  interests,  intro- 
duce confusion  into  our  public  councils ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  therefore  humbly 
intreat  the  House,  by  the  distinguished 
blessings  which,  through  the  Divine  fa- 
vour, this  nation  enjoys  under  oor  present 
unrivalled  constitution,  the   preservation 
of  which  is,  under  Providenee,  entrusted 
to  the  care  of  the  House,  that  they  will  be 
immovable  in  resisting  every  attempt  to 
procure  the  repeal  of  statutes,  on  the  con* 
tinuance  of  which  in  force  the  petitioners 
believe  the  public  welfiire  and  even  safety 
to  depend/' 


*> 


A  Petition  of  the  masistrates,  clergy, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  difSerent  deno- 
minations of  Protestant  Ohristians  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  fiolton-le- 
Moors,  was  also  presented ;   setting  forth, 

^That  the  petitioners  are  deeply  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  happiness  and 
security  they  enjoy,  by  the  blessing  of 
Divine  Providence,  under  the  British  con- 
stitotion,  and,  with  such  an  impression, 
they  cannot  view,  without  much  concern 
and  apprehension,  the  concession  of  those 
unqualified  claims  to  repeatedly  and  so 
urgently  made  by  their  Roman  Catholic 
fellow  subjects ;  and  that  the  petitionen 
are  not  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  prejudice  or 
of  intolerance,  yet,  mindful  of  the  prin- 
ciples established  at  tha  Reformation  and 
the  Revolution,  ihey  think  that  they 
should  ill  discbarge  the  doty  which  they 
owe  to  themselves,  to  their  country,  and 
to  posterity,  did  they  not  express  their 
deliberate  and  decided  opinion,  that,  to 
admit  Roman  Catholics  to  a  full  participa- 
tion  of  political  powerj  under  a  conititQ* 
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tion  purely  PrbtesUat,  would.be  absolutely 
inconsistent  not  only  with  its  spirit,  but 
with  its  safely  and  stability ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  are  led  to  the  above  conclu- 
jsion  principally  from  a  consideration  of 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  Roroan  Catholic 
religionj  more  especially  those  doctrines 
which  relate  to  Papal  supremacy »  passive 
obedience,  and  exclusive  salvation ;  they 
have  observed,  that,  in  consequence  of 
these  doctrines,  the  Roman  Catholic  reli* 
gion  has  ever  been  hostile  to  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  tolerating  no  opinions  but 
its  own,  and  persecuting  all  who  subscribe 
not  to  its  creed ;  and,  knowing  that  its 
principles  are  still  unchanged  and  un- 
changeable, the  petitioners,  as  Protestants, 
have  nothing  to  anticipate,  should  Roman 
Catholics  ever  obtain  that  ascendency, 
which,  when  once  admitted  to  political 
power,  they  will  never  cease  to  seek,  but  a 
revival  of  the  intolerance  and  persecution 
of  former  ages ;  they  feel  for  themselves, 
and  they  tremble  for  their  posterity  ;  and 
therefore,  praying  earnestly  but  respect- 
fully, that  the  House  would  be  pleased 
not  to  concede  the  claims  now  made  by 
the  Roman  Catholics,  as  they  conceive  no 
safeguards  can  be  devised  foK  the  security 
of  toe  constitution  equal  to  those  which 
were  established  by  the  wise  and  vigilant 
precaution  of  our  ancestors." 


A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  and 
clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Carlisle,  and  in- 
habitants of  the  city  qf  Carlisle  and  its 
vicinity,  was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach the  House  with  the  expression  of 
their  most    «incer,e    attachment    to    the 
Church  of  England,  as  it  is  now  by  law 
established,  and,  at  the  same  time  to  ex- 
press their  regard  for  the  civil  and  reli- 
gious rights  of  mankind,  and  their  wish 
that  a  complete  religious  toleration  may 
always  be  enjoyed  by  every  class  of  their 
dissenting  brethren ;   and  that  strongly, 
however,  as  they  are  impressed  with  these 
sentiments/  they  cannot  but  view  with 
anxiety  and  dread  the  renewed  and  in- 
creasing exertions  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  England  and  in  Ireland,  especially  as 
the  objects  which,  by  their  own  confes- 
sion, they  now  aim  at,  are  not  toleration,' 
but  power,  not  religious  emancipation,  but 
political   equality,    claims    which   ought 
never  to  b^  conceded,  and  which  would, 
in  their  necessary  consequences,  under- 
mine the  foundations  of  every  Protestant 
establishment;   and  that  the  petitioners. 


therefore,  rely  with  confidence  on  th« 
firmness  of  the  House,  trusting  that  they 
will  not  consent  to  remove  those  boundariea 
which  the  piety  and  the  wisdom  of  our 
forefathers  have  erected,  boundaries  no 
less  necessary  now  than  ever  for  the  pro- 
tection and  existence  of  the  Church,  and 
with  it  of  the  State.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
common  councilmen,  baitifis,  and  bur* 
gesses,  of  Cambridge,  was  also  presented ; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  are  deeply  im« 
pressed  with  the  conviction,  that  man« 
being  a  free  and  accountable  agent,  has  a 
right  to  liberty  of  conscience  in  all  matters 
of  religioqa  opinion  and  worship,  provided 
that  he  intermixes  not  with  his  religious 
tenets  principles  which  are  calculated  to 
subvert  the  laws  and  endanger  the  welfare 
of  society ;  and  that,  such  being  the  sen- 
timents of  the  petitioners,  they  have  wit- 
nessed with  pleasure  the  amelioration  in 
the  condition  of  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects,  which  has  been  imparted  to  tliena 
in  the  mild  spirit  of  toleration,  during  the 
present  reign;   and  the  petitirmers  hall 
with  satisfaction  the  prospect  of  that  period 
when  still   greater  immunitieA  may  be 
granted  to  them,  under  those  safeguards^ 
which,  as  Protestants,  we  are  bound  -  to 
require,  and  which  their  warmest  advo- 
cates admit  to  be  of  vit^l  importance  for 
the  security  of  our  constituti<Hi ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  have  .understood  it,  how- 
ever, to  have  been  declared  by  the.  heads 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland^ 
that  they  cannot  assent  to  any  safeguard 
j^hat  may  be  deemed  essential  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Protestant  establishment^ 
for  want  of  that  free  access  to  the  Pope, 
which  it  is  impossible  for '  them  to  have 
during  his  present  state  of  duress^  and 
therelbre  the  petitioners  most  strongly  de- 
precate the  agitation  of  a  question  which 
can  only  tend  to  irritate  and  inflame,  and 
the  object  of  which  cannot,  as  the  peti* 
tioners  conceive,  under  these  considera* 
tions,  be  conceded  ;  'and  that  they  deeply 
lament  that  the  Roman  Catholics  have  re- 
solved to  urge  their  request  at  so  inauspi- 
cious a  crisis,  but,  as  they,  learn  that  it  will 
shortly  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  they  feel  it  a  duty  that  they 
owe  to  their  country,  to  themselves,  and 
their  posterity,  to  appear  before  the  House 
as  petitioners  against  claims  which  are  so 
injudiciously  intended   to    be    preferred 
under  such  circumstances,  and  they  rely 
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6ftM  li^gklatare  will  adopt  duch  tHetatitiiB 
«3f  mten^  regolfttioft  and  pto^nion  av  may 
be  calcefFated  to  incre^ase  the  comforts  of 
ffhr  fe\km  subjects  in  IreUnd^  and  enable 
them  (0  pirAcipate  to  the  utmost  extent 
ift  the  bkiainga  vrhieh  in  England  we  en- 
joy." 

Ordered  to  lie  opon  the  table. 


H0U8£  OF   LOUDS. 

Tuesday^  February  9. 

Pititiott^  tfgamst  the  renewal  <lf  the 
SmI  In^a  Cowpanf's  Charted  ivete  pfre- 
aented  by  lord  Melville  from  Editiburfiff) 
«nd  Qreenoek,  and  one  from  ]>von^hire 
%y  lofd  Rolle. — Petitions  from  Hartvieh 
and  Warrington  agarn^  the  Catholic 
Clalima,  wetfeaUo  ptesehied. 


HOl/SE   OP  COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  Fekrtuify  9. 

PlTTTIONS  X<»AlMSt  THfi  CUMIS  OF  TITft 

EvMAir  CATHoucs-'-'nioii  WAimiivGTtiN— ^ 
tme  CbBRcrr  09  St.  I>AVfn->-AND  rat 
Paaciirroa  a<iid  Camoim  o^  St.  Davtm.] 
A  Petition  of  se^efaA  inhableants  of  the 
aaiwft  and  neigbbonrhood  of  Warrington^ 
iMu  imsented ;  secvhig  forth, 

''Tbac  the  petitioners  hate  for  some 
time  paMt  considered  the  claims  sorepeat^ 
edHy  i^geiA  by  the  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  sfaia  empire  with  feelings  not 
merely  of  sm'prise,  but  of  considerable 
alarm>  and  that  the  same  appear  to  the 
l^titioaers  ro  be  fraaghC  with  the  greatest 
daitger  to.  om-  invaluable  constitution  in 
ohidrcb  and  state ;  and  ihfat  the  petitioners 
^iew  the  concessions  hitherto  omde  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  as  gfiving  them  every  re- 
li]gious and  political  liberty  eonsisteiH  with 
tiw  seearity  of  the  realm,  anfd  that  conse- 
ffdeniily  amy  farther  infiovation  in  the  es- 
tablished lawtof  the  country  ought  to  be 
strenuously  opposed  by  every  effort  in 
oir  power ;  and  that,-  regarding  the  <)ues- 
tion  ill* this  light,  the  petitioners  pray  the 
House  steiM^stly  to  uphold  the  principles 
est  which  they  consider  the  safety  of 
lli» empire  to  depend  by  wholly  rejecting 
^UfavHller  consideraiion  of  the  subject, 
p9m  ev^nu  having  satisfied  them,  that  hi- 
sh«ito  corttoesttiort  liaer  only  created  fresh 
deaanits/' 

A  Pkthion^of  the  clergy  of  the  aVch- 
deiooAry  of  St.  Davtd'a  was  a^so  pl^» 
isntcil  {  seliittg  forth> 
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'^ttict  the  petitionee  having  heard 
with  great  anxiety  of  the  renewed  exer- 
tions which  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
sublets  ^e  makfrfg  for  the  abolition  of 
all  those  tests  which  our  forefathera  judged 
t^  be  Necessary  for  the  security  df  the 
Protestant  establishment  in  churcti  and 
state ;  and  being  impressed  With  •  deep 
eonvictton  of  the  inestimable  valoij  of  the 
Prcytestant  religion  as  professed  by  the 
Church  of  En^and,  alfd  that  it  i«  Mot  less 
valuable  to  us  than  it  was  to  our  aneeaton, 
who  established  it,  and  being  fatty  per- 
suadefi^  that  the  corruplions  of  Popery, 
which  our  pious  and  vcnetable  Reformers 
laboured  to  eradicate,  and  resisted  onta 
death,  have  not  changed  their  character, 
but  are  still  equally  inimical  to  natioiMi]  li* 
berty  and  to  tl^e  Protestant  faith,  do  bom* 
bfy  pray  that  the  House  will  in  their  wis- 
dom not  remove  any  restrictions  which 
tire  essential  to  the  security  of  the  Protest 
tant  establishment,  nor  grant  any  conces- 
sions which  can  in  any  way  endang^  the 
btesaings  of  the  Reformation." 

A  Petition  of  the  precentor  and  canons 
of  the  most  ancient  church  of  St.  David, 
vtras  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  being  individual- 
ly bound  by  the  Oaths  of  AlJegiance  to 
our  sovereign  and  the  maintenance  of  hb 
absolute  Supremacy,  in  all  causes  eccle- 
siastical  as  well  as  civil,  hfi  these  bit  do- 
minions, esteem  it  to  be' their  duly,  in  obe- 
dience to  those  oaths;  earnestly,  yet  hum- 
bly, to  request  of  the  House,  that  white 
they  grant  all  reasonable  immunities  to  the 
Romanists,  they  keep  inviolate  that  sacred 
constitution  of  our  government  which  has 
raised  this  kingdom  to  a  preponderance  m 
the^  scale  of  natrons ;  and  that  they  do  not 
allo^  any  persons  >vhomsoever  to  6^  ex- 
empted from  such  restrictions  as  ar^  ne- 
cessary for  the  secotity  of  the  established 
Church." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  frow  thg  MBRcarAirrs  or 
Lynn  against  th&  Renewal  op  the 
East  India  Company's  Crartbk.]  A 
Petition  of  the  merchants,  ship-owners,  and 
traders  of  King's  Lynn,  was  presented ; 
setting;  forth, 

*'  That,  as  it  is  expected  that  the  ap* 
preaching  expiratiori  of  the  E.  I.  Com- 
pany's charter  will' occupy  the  early  at- 
tention of  the  House,  the  petitioners  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  state  their  hopes  and 
wishes  on'tbat  important  subject;  and  that 
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(hey  tre  fully  persuaded^  that  if  the  trade 
to  ibe  British  dominions  in  India  and  to 
the  immense  and  populous  countries  in* 
eluded  in  the  charter  were  laid  open  to 
(he  skilli  indftstry,  and  capital  of  private 
merchants,  it  would  be  conducted  with  a 
degree  of  energy  and  economy  of  which  a 
Jarge  public,  bmly  is  incapable,  new  chan- 
nels  of  commerce  would  be  discovered,  the 
consumption  of  our  manufactures  would 
be  extended,,  and  our  shipping  increased 
(o  the  advantage  of  the  parties  concerned, 
and  the  permanent  augmentation  of  the 
wealth,  power,  and  resources  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire ;    and  that  the  extensive  and 
flourishing  commerce  which  the  citiztos  of 
America  have  carried  on  for  several  years 
with  India,  and   particularly    with    the 
.Chinese  empire,  without  any  sort  of  re* 
•traint,  is  a  proof  that  these  expectations 
•f  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  from  the 
exertions  of  private  individuals  are  notun* 
founded ;    and  that  the    petitioners  beg 
leave  resfiectfully  to  represent,  that  any 
partial  modificatipn  of  the  trade  would,  in 
their  opinion,  fall  extremely  short  of  these 
advantages  which  would  accrue  from  the 
total  abolition  of  the  existing  monopoly, 
and  they  do  therefore  humbly  and  earnest- 
ly deprecate  any  continuation  of  the  Com- 
pany's exclusive  privilege  in  the  com- 
merce with  China ;  and  that  they  are  fully 
convinced  that  it  cannot,  in  any  degree, 
be  necessary  to  the  secure  collection  of 
the  duties  on  tea,' nor  can  they  for  a  mo- 
ment entertain  an  opinion  (injurious  as  it 
is  to  the  national  character),  that  Britons 
are  less  competent   than   Americans  or 
others  to  conduct  themselves  with  pro* 
priety  in  their  intercourse  with  the  Chi- 
nese ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  rel ymg  on 
the  juaice  and  wisdom  of  the  legislature, 
confidently  expect  that  the  out-ports  will 
not  be  excluded  from  participating  in  an 
open  trade,  and  theV  are  well  assured,  that 
the  town  of  Lynn,  from  its  connection  with 
so  many  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom  by 
water-carriage,  possesses  peculiar  facilities 
for  conducting  it  with  economy  and  suc- 
cess;   and  praying  the  House  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  they  may  think  fit  for 
granting  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  after 
(he  expiration  of  the  £.  L  Company's 
Charter,  a  free  trade  to  India  and  the  other 
countries  from  which  they  are  at  present 
excluded." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
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^  The  Earl  of  Derby  presented  three  Pe* 
titions  against  the  renewal  of  the  East  India 
Company's  Charter,  from  the  merchants 
and  ship-owners  of  Liverpool,  the  trustees 
of  the  Liverpool  docks,  and  the  corpora- 
tion of  Liverpool. *--His  lordship  also  pre- 
sented a  Petition  to  the  same  effect  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Manchester  and  Salfurd^ 
signed  on  tfieir  behalf  by  the  borough- 
reeves  and  constables.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor observed,  that  the  Petition  could 
not  be  received  as  the  Petition  of  the  in- 
habitants, the  signatures  of  the  borough- 
reeves  and  constables  m>t  being  a  corpo- 
rate act.  The  Petition  might,  however, 
stand  as  the  Petition  of  those  who  had 
signed  ir.  The  earl  of  Derby  would  not 
contest  the  point  with  the  noble  and  learn* 
ed  lord,  but  agreed  that  the  Petition 
should  stand  as  the  Petition  of  those  who 
signed  it.  The  inhabitants  who  had 
unanimously  agreed  to  this  Petition,  would 
be  enabled,  if  they  thought  it  expedient, 
to  petition  again  in  another  form. — Peti- 
tions against  the  Catholic  Claims  were 
presented  by  the  bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  from  the  archdeacons  and  clergy 
of  the  diocese  of  Baih  and  Wells,  and  by 
the  earl  of  Ux.bridge  from  the  gentry, 
clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Anglesea. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Wednesday i  Pchruary  10. 

Answbb  op  Sir  ^amuel  Aucrmuty 
TO  THE  Vote  op  Thanks.1  The  Speaker 
acquainted  the  House,  that  be  had  receiv- 
ed from  lieut.  general  sir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty  the  following  Letter,  in  return  to  the 
Thanks  of  the  House,  on  the  10th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1812. 

^  Madroi,  AuguH  10, 1 812. 

*'  Sir ;  I  have  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive your  Letter,  conveying  the  unani- 
mous Thanks  of  the  hon.  the  House  of 
Commons  to  me  and  the  gallant  army 
under  my  command  during  the  late  ser- 
vice in  Java. 

**  To  deserve  the  approbation  of  his  so- 
vereign and  his  country  is  the  highest  am« 
bition  of  a  British  soldier;  to  receive  it 
his  greatest  boast :  be  assured.  Sir,  we  feel 
with  pride  and  with  gratitude  the  distin* 
guished  honour  conferred  on  os  by  the 
Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  recollection  of  so  valuable  a  reward 
will  animate  us  to  increased  exertions 
when  again  contending  for  the  honour  of 
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his  Majesty's  arms  and  the  interests  of 
our  country. 

'*  With  sincere  pleasure  I  have  obeyed 
the  commands  of  the  hoD.  House,  by 
communicating  to  major  general  Wetheral, 
and  the  several  officers  and  corps,  the  gra* 
tifying  information  that  their  zeal,  thefr 
gallantry,  and  discipline,  have  been  point- 
edly noticed  and  acknowledged. 

**  The  satisfaction  I  have  derived  from 
this  communication  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  Convey  it,  and  which 
demands  from  me,  personally,  the  most 
grateful  acknowledgments.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  S.  Aucbmutt, 

''  Lieutenant  General." 

«'  Right  hon.  C.  Abbot, 
Speaker,  &c*  fee." 

Petitions  aoainst  the  Claims  op 
THE  Roman  Catholtcs-^froh  the  Dean 
AND  Chapter  of  Rochester—- the  Arch- 
deacon AND  Clergy  of  Rochester— 
THE  Gentry  and  Clergy,  &c.  of  Roch- 
dale— the  Archdeacon  and  Clergy  of 
Berks — County  of  Flint— Colchester 
^Montgomery— AND  Town  of  Flint.] 
A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the. 
cathedral  church  of  Rochester,  was  pre- 
sented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  although  they 
concur  in  approving  the  measures  adopted 
by  preceding  parliaments  in  abrogating 
certain  disqualifying  statutes  which  were 
etated  to  be  grievous  to  their  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fellow  subjects,  have  nevertheless 
observed,  with  feelings  of  regret,  the  re- 
peated applications  which  have  subse- 
quently been  preferred  by  them  for  the 
removal  of  all  such  remaining  restrictions 
as  are  deemed  by  the  petitioners  to  be  es- 
sentially necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
their  civil  and  religious  liberties,  and 
which,  if  acceded  to  by  parliameiit, 
without  limitation,  will,  in  their  opinion, 
endanger  the  existence  of  both ;  and  that 
Catholic  emancipation,  which  the  peti- 
tioners understand  to  mean  nothing  less  in 
substance  and  effect  than  to  render  soch 
persons  ar  profess  Romish  tenets  admis- 
sible to  situations  of  political  power,  they 
consider  not  only  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
principles  and  the  system  of  government 
established  at  the  Revolution,  but  peculiarly 
calculated  in  its  bearings  and  relations  to 
affect  the  whole  frame  of  ecclesiastical 
polity ;  and  further  the  petitioners,  con- 
ceiving it  to  be  a  truth  conBrmcd  by  the 
testimony  of  long  txperience,  that  the  re- 
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formed  religion  established  in  theae  realms 
has  been,  under  Providence,  a  powerful 
instrument  tn  diffusing  the  gospel  in  its 
genuine  purity,  they  cannot  contemplate 
any  measures  which  may  tend,   whether 
in  the  Immediate  or  remote  resttlta,  to  re- 
vive the  influence  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
otherwise  than  as  pregnant  with  danger  to 
Protestant   interests  and    that     nationai 
Church  of  which  they  are  minialers  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  friends  to  religioos 
toleration,  but  being  firmly  of  opinion  that 
their  Roman  Catholic  fellow  anbjects  en- 
joy that  privilege  in  its  ntnioei  extent, 
they  should  deem  themselvea  wanting  to 
the  duties  of  their  functions,  and  the  sa- 
cred tr\i8ts  committed  to  theircare,  if  they 
friiled  to  express,  at  this  awful  crisis,  tftie 
conviction  which  is  deeply  impresaed  oa 
their  minds,  that  iroquaiined   concessioa 
to  the  claims   of  the   Roman  C^tholia 
would  lead  to  consequences  which  woold 
prove  detrimental  to  the  present  consiito- 
tion  in  Church  and  State ;  and  praying, 
that  the  House  will   be  pleased  to  resist 
such  applications,  on  the  part  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  as  shall  have  for  their  ot^- 
ject  the  unlimited  repeal  of  all  restrictive 
laws  which  are  still  in  force  affaintt  then, 
on  the  maintenance  of  which,  m  the  judg- 
ment of  the  petitioners,  depend  the  se. 
cnrity  of  the  Established  Religion,  and 
the  general  interests  of  this  Protestant 
nation/' 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  smd  the 
clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Rochester^  was 
also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"That  the  petitioners,  fearing  that 
many  dangerous  consequences  may  ensue 
to  the  civil  and  religious  establishment  of 
this  country  by  yielding  to  the  Claims  ot 
the  Roman  Catholics  as  they  are  now  in- 
sisted upon,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
wisdom  of  parliament  their  serious  appre- 
hensions on  the  subject;  and  they  are 
conscious  that,  in  jtheir  endeavonra  to  re- 
sist these  claims,  they  are  actuated  by  no 
other  motive  than  by  a  sense  of  doty ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  wiah  for  no  reatriction 
on  their  Rodian  Catholic  fellow  subjects 
but  what  may  be  deemed  absolalely  ne- 
cessary for  the  maintenance  of  the  Piroies- 
tant  faith,  and  for  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
testant succession  ;  and  that,  while  they 
have  been  tftught  to  revere  the  wiae  and 
temperate  precaution  of  their  aneeators, 
in  introducing  such  laws  as  tended  lo  pre- 
serve the  unrivalled  constitution  of  this 
country  both  in  Church  and  SM0,  they 
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canoot  9ee  thai  aoy  such  change  id  cir*  | 
cumstancei  has  occurred  as  will  iuuify 
the  total  repeal  of  them  ;  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  the  lupremacy  of  the  Pope  w 
Btill  zealoualy  maintained  by  those  who 
oppose  the  right  of  the  sovereign  of  this 
kingdom  to  interfere  in  the^ppointment  of 
episcopal  governors ;  for,  reduced  as  the 
Papal  power  may  now  be,  yet  the  P^pal 
authority  is  and  most  continue  to  be  ac- 
knowledged* so  long  as  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics themselves  are  true  to  their  religious 
principles;  but  the  petitioners  conceive 
that  submission  in  any  respect  to  a  foreign 
jurisdictionis  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
fidelity  and  obedience  thaiture  due  to  the 
British  government  from  all  its  subjects; 
nor  can  they  persuade  themselves  that  the 
removal  of  subsistiAg  restraints  w  i  11  prod  uce 
in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  this  realm 
that  unanimity  which  the  Bomau  Catho- 
lics hyld  out  as  the  certain  eflfect  of  a  com- 
pliance with  their  demands;  the  petitioners 
are  rather  inclined  to  fear  an  increase  of 
dissentions  from  such  a  compliance,  a  re- 
vival of  obsolete  claims  and  of  preten- 
sions«  which,  though  they  have  not  yet 
been  brought  forward,  may  not  unreason* 
ably  be  apprehended ;  and  that,  unwil- 
ling as  the  petitioners  are  to  suppose  that 
those  obnoxious  tenets  are  still  retained 
which  were  sanctioned  by  the  Council  of 
Trent,  and  which  are  equally  subversive 
of  every  principle  of  morality .  and  reli- 
gion*  yet,  as  this  council  is  still  holden  in 
reverence  by  those  who  persist  in  their 
tttbmission  to  the  Papal  See,  they  know 
not  how  to  rely  upon  individual  declara- 
tions^ which  are  at  variance  with  general 
ordinances^  authoritatively  established| 
and  never  yet  formally  disavowed  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  therefore  presume  to 
express  their  fear  and  their  conviction 
that  the  proposed  indulgence  to  their 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  will  have 
effects  that  may  be  fatally  injurious  to  the 
civil  and  religious  constitution  of  this 
kingdom,  may  renew  and  augment  con- 
troversies irreconcilable  to  Christian  cha- 
rity, and  may  corrupt  that  pure  and  un- 
defiled  religion  with  which  the  interests 
of  all  their  Protestant  brethren,  as  well  as 
the  safety  of  the  state,  are  identified,  and 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  petitioners  to 
teach,  to  maiatato,  and  to  preserve  invio- 
late ;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will 
be  pleased  to  resist  such  applications  on 
the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholics  as  shall 
have  for  their  object  the  repeal  of  all  re- 
•trictive  laws  whicb  Mi  still  io  force 
against  them.'^ 


A  Petition  of  the  gentry,  clei^,  mer- 
chants, and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Rochdale* 
Lancaster,  was  also  presented  ;  setting 
forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners  contemplate  with 
the  utmost  solicitude  the  reiterated  efforts 
of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion  to  procure  still  farther  indul- 
gences, notwithstanding  the  ample  con- 
cessions already  granted  them ;  and  that, 
the  restrictions  and  disabilities  to  whichf 
tike  Roman  Catholics  are  subject  are,  in 
the  humble  opinion  of*  the  petitioners,  in- 
dbpensably  necessary  for  the  maintenance 
and  security  of  the  Protestant  religion  as 
by  law  established ;  and  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  maintaining  the  same  pernicious 
doctrines  in  every  respect  at  this  day  aa 
their  ancestors  did  at  the  time  vchenthosa 
laws,  by  the  wisdom  of  our  forefatheri^ 
were  enacted,  the  petitioners  humbly  hope 
that  those  securities  will  be  continued  to 
them  which  experience  has  shown  to  be» 
under  Providence,  the  great  support  of  our 
excellent  constitution  in  Church  and 
State." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  of  the 
county  of  Berks  and  the  clergy  of  the 
same  archdeaconry,  was  also  presented; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  are  apprehensive 
that  the  Protestant  establishment  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
land  may  be  endangered  by  further  coa^ 
cessions  to  our  fellow  subjectsof  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church ;  and,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  Christian  charity,  they  rejoice  at  th^ 
unlimited  toleration  they  enjoy  in  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religious  worship;  but 
they  are  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  admitting 
them  into  situations  of  high  trust  and 
power,  and  of  granting  them  authority  to 
become  members  of  the  legislative  body 
of  the  united  kingdom,  the  character  of 
their  Church  being,  according  to  their 
own  declarations,  unchanged  and  nn- 
changeable ;  and  they  humbly  implore* 
that  the  barriers  whicb  our  ancestors,  igi 
their  caution  and  Wisdom,  erected  to  pro- 
tect the  Protesunt  establishment,  may  not 
be  removed,  as  they  have  hitherto  prov^ 
sufficient  to  support  our  admired  consti- 
tution in  Church  and  State ;  and  that«  truly 
apxions  as  the  petitioners  are  to  deliver 
down  to  succeeding  .generations,  the  civil 
and  religious  liberties  they  cojoy,  they 
are  still  more  anxious  to  protect  our  holy 
faith  and  the  pore  doctrines  ef  otur  apoeto- 
lical  Cborcb/' 
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A  Petition  of  the  ndblemen,  ^entlemeny 
clergy^  freeholders^  and  others^  inbabitants 
of  the  county  of  Flint,  agreed  upon  at  a 
fall  and  respectable  meeting  of  (he  county, 
held  at  Mould,  the  15tb  of  January  18 IS, 
and  convened  by  the  high  kherifiT,  in  pur- 
suance  of  several  requisitions*  was  also 
presented ;  setting  forlh, 

"  That  it  is  with  concern  the  petitioners 
observe  their  fellow  subjects,  the  Roman 
Catholics,  dissatisfied  with  the  many 
blessings  they  enjoy  under  our  mild  and 
tolerant  government,  and  with  a  degree 
of  perseverance  which  seem^  scarcely 
consistent  with  a  due  respect  to  the  re- 
peated decisions  of  the  House,  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  test  laws,  the 
last  remaining  bulwarks  of  the  Protestant 
constitution;  and  that  these  laws  were 
enacted  by  our  ancestors^  not  from  any 
narrow  views  of  a  selfish  policy,  not  from 
a  blind  and  bigotted  zeal  for  their  own 
religion,  but  from  a  conviction,  founded  on 
long  experience,  that  power  could  be 
safely  committed  to  those  only  vrho  ac- 
knowledge, without  reservation,  the  su- 
premacy of  the  King,  and  are  members  of 
the  established  Church;  and  that,  under 
the  wise  and  salutary  restrictions  of  these 
laws,  our  country  has  enjoyed,  with  little 
interruption,  the  greatest  of  all  national 
blessings,  internal  peace  and  tranquillity 
for  more  than  a  century,  and  in  our  own 
times  of  extraordinary  diflScalties  and 
dangers,  while  almost  every  other  nation 
of  Europe  has  been  reduced  by  a  wily 
and  powerful  tyrant,  to  the  most  abject 
atate  of  political  slavery,  our  own  has  not 
only  baffled  his  stratagems,  repelled  his 
assaults,  and  preserved  its  freedom,  but 
has  risen  to  a  degree  of  glory  power  and 
prosperity  hitherto  unexampled ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  therefore  cannot  consider 
the  repeal  of  these  laws,  from  which  the 
country  ha^  derived  such  substantial  be- 
nefits, as  an  act  of  sound  policy,  and  that 
it  seems  to  them  to  be  calculated  only  to 
gratify  the  intemperate  ambition  of  men, 
whose  allegiance  is  confessedly  divided,  and 
consequently  whose  loyalty  may  be  doubt- 
ful, but  whose  hostility  to  our  Church,  and 
the  very  existence  of  Protestantism,  is  une- 
quivocal and  indisputable;  and  that,  for 
these  reasons,  the  petitioners  earnestly 
intreat  the  House  to  preserve  to  them- 
selves and  posterity  the  blessings  of  the 
British  constitution  as  it  now  is«  unim- 
paired and  unaltered." 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldenneq» 
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assistants,  common  council*  gentlemen, 
clergy,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Colchester,  and  its  vicinity,  vraa 
also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  view  vrith    un- 
feigned satisfaction  all  their  felloir  sub- 
jects of  this  united  kingdom  in  tmrestricted 
possession  of  civil  liberty,  and  in  full  en- 
joyment of  religious  toleration,  bot,  whilst 
they  rejoice  that  this  blessing  is  so  univer- 
sally difibsed,  they  cannot  bat  feel,  and 
humbly  express,  their  serious  apprehen- 
sion at  the  extended  claims  wbicb,  as  the 
petitioners  understand,  are  about  to    be 
preferred  to  the  House  by  the  members 
of  the  Romish  Church,  who,  not  satisfied 
with  a  perfect  liberty  of  conscience,  are 
seeking  to  be  admitted  into  all  offices  of 
trust  and  authority,  both  civil  and  military, 
and    to    the    exercise  of   the  legislative 
functions ;  that  the  petitioners,  conader- 
ing    the    admission  of  such  claims  as  a 
measure  of  great  political  danger,    feel  il 
to  be  a  bound  en  duty,  not  only  to   them- 
selves but  to  posterity,  earnestly  to  pray 
the  House  to  maintain  inviolate  that  es- 
sential principle  of  the  British  constitotioii, 
that  the  legislative  and  executive  authority 
of  this  Protestant  country  shall  be  ad- 
ministered only  by  a  Protestant  gOTem* 
ment.** 


A  Petition  of  the  high  steward,  bailifli, 
i^nd  burgesses,  of  the  borough  of  Mont- 
gomery, was  also  presented ;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  most  cordially 
concur  in  that  wise  and  enlightened  policy 
which  holds  out  complete  religious  tolera* 
tion  to  their  Catholic  brethren ;  and  that 
they  would  rejoice  in  their  participation 
of  all  civil  privileges,  were  it  compatthle 
with  the  safety  of  that  mild  and  liberal 
constitution  which  protects  every  descri^ 
tion  of  Christians  in  the  full  exercise  of 
their  religious  rights;  but,  upon  a  r^ 
ference  to  history,  as  well  as  to  re* 
cent  experience,  to  the  foodameotal 
principles  and  unalterable  practice  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  they  are  convinced  thai 
sincere  Catholics  are  still  actuated  by  the 
same  hostile  spirit  to  Protestantism  in 
general,  and  to  the  Church  of  £ngbnd, 
Ireland,  and  Wales,  in  particular,  which 
bath  uniformly  marked  their  peKcical 
career ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  therefore, 
justly  apprehending  the  worst  conse- 
quences from  a  demolition  of  those  barriers 
which  their  forefathers  were  compelled  to 
erect  for  the  protection  of  their  ctril  and 
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religioni  liberties,  and  conceiving  admui- 
sibiltty  to  office  to  be  a  matter  of  expedi- 
ency, but  not  of  right,  do  earnestly  be* 
seech  the  Hooae  not  to  concede  sacb 
powers  to  the  Catholics  as  might  enable 
them,  by  means  of  foreign  or  domestic 
influence,  or  by  any  other  political  possi- 
bility, to  endanger  oor  present  Protestant 
constitution,  and  to  affect  the  re-ascend* 
ancy  of  that  imperions  hierarchy  so  ini- 
mical to  the  most  sacred  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  people/' 

A  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  loyal  town  and  borough  of 
Flint,  was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  most 
gratefblly  to  acknowledge  the  blessings 
tbey  now  receive  under  the  glorious  con- 
stitution, in  Church  and  State,  by  which 
they  are  governed,  and  humbly  imploring 
for  a  blesMd  continuance  of  the  same,  and 
with  every  deference  to  the  better  opinion 
of  the  House,  they  beg  to  state-  their  de- 
cided hostility  to  any  concession  to  the 
Catholic  Claims,  which  cannot  be  granted 
witliom  including  the  full  and  unequivocal 
sense  of  the  sacred  oath  whiclf  our  most 
gracious  sovereign  took  at  his  coronation.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Pbtitiow  raoM  Ipswich  ik  PAVOua  of 

THB  CLAfMS  op    TBB   RoMAN  CaTHOLICS.] 

Mr.  Whitbread  presented  a  Petition  of 
the  portmen  of  the  borough  of  Ipswich,  in 
special  assembly  convened ;  setting  forth, 
"  That  tlie  petitioners  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach the  Honse  with  sentiments  very 
different  from  those  which  they  under- 
stand to  have  elsewhere  prevailed  in  the 
body  corporate  of  which  they  form  a  con- 
stituent and  essential  member  ;  and  that, 
impressed  with  the  deep  and  firm  convic- 
tion that  all  civil  restrictions  on  account  of 
religious  opinions  are  in  themselves  ^vils, 
and,  except  when  indispensable  for  the 
prevention  of  greater  evils,  as  unwise  in 
point  of  policy  as  they  are  unjust  in  prin- 
ciple, and  repugnant  to  the  comprehensive 
spirit  of  Christian  charity  ;  fully  satisfied 
too,  on  the  maturest  reflection,  that,  by  the 
gradual  change  which  has  insensibly 
taken  place  in  the  temper  and  feelings  of 
thoie  who  profess  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith»  the  prostrate  condition  of  the  Papal 
power,  the  ettinction  of  all  adverse  pre- 
tensions to  the  crown  of  these  realms  in 
every  adherent  to  that  power,  and  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Irish  with  the  British 
parltamentj  all  reasonable   grounds  for 


continuing  such  restrictions  on  our  Boman 
Catholic  brethren  are  effectually  removed  ; 
restrictions  which,  if  suffered  to  remain  in 
the  present  condition  of  things,  can  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  generate  that  very 
discontent  and  disaffection  against  which« 
if  such  dispositions  really  existed,  they 
would  form  a  most  ineffectual  guard  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  do  most  humbly,  but 
earnestly,  beseech  the  House  to  take  the 
claims  of  this  very  numerous  class  of  our 
fellow  citizens  into  their  immediate  consi- 
deration, and,  by  the  the  entire  abolition 
of  such  disqualifications,  to  begin  the  great 
work  of  uniting  all  classes  of  lus  Majesty's 
subjects,  of  whatever  religious  denomina- 
tion, in  one  common  and  indissoluble 
bond  of  interest  and  sympathy,  an  object 
eminently  desirable  even  in  the  most 
peaceable  and  prosperous  times,  but  which 
in  the  present  awfnl  crisis  cannot,  the  pe* 
titioners  humbly  conceive,  be  purchased 
by  too  large  a  sacrifice  of  prejudice  and 
error." 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  the  Peti- 
tion was  signed  by,  six  names,  courtmea 
of  Ipswich.  The  whole  number  of  these 
courtmen  was  twelve,  two  of  whom  were 
disqualified  firom  taking  a  part  on  the  sub* 
ject.  Of  the  remaining  ten,  six  bad 
signed  this  Petition,  which,  from  the  lib^ 
ratity  of  the  sentiments  expreoed  in -it,  he 
was  proud  to  present. 

PfiTtTIONS     aXSPBCTIllG    TBB    RbNEWAI 

OP  TAB  £a9T'India  Compaky's  CHAaTEaP— 
paoM  THB  Mbrchants,  &c.  op  Bridling- 
ton—THB  Maoistbatbs  OP  Paislbt-^thb 

SHIP-BUIli>BRS  OP  WbITBT— -AND  THB 
MbBCHANTS,    &C.    op    BlBMINGHAM.]      A 

Petition  of  the  merchants,  ship-owners, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Bridlington, 
was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That  as  it  is  presumed  the  approach- 
ing expiration  of  the  E.  I.  Company's 
charter  will  soon  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House,  the  petitioners  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully  to  state  their  hopes  and  wishes 
on  that  important  subject ;  and  that  they 
are  fully  persuaded  that  if  the  trade  to  the 
British  dominions  in  India,  and  to  the  im- 
mense and  populous  countries  included  in 
the  charter,  were  laid  open  to  the  skill,  in* 
dustry  and  capital  of  private  merchants, 
it  would  be  conducted  with  a  degree  of 
energy  and  economy  which  a  large  pub- 
lic bodv  is  incapable  of  exercising,  new 
channels  of  commerce  would  be  disco- 
vered, the  consumption  of  our  nanufao- 
tonsi  extended,  and  oor  shipping  increased. 
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to  tbe  adfastage  of  the  parties  concerned, 
and  the  -permanent  augmentation  of  the 
wealth,  power,  and  resources,  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire ;  and  ihat  the  extensive  and 
.flourishing  commerce  of  the  United  States 
of  America  with  India  and  the  Chinese 
empire,  exhibits  a  proof  that  these  ex- 
pectations of  advantage  from  the  exertions 
of  private  individuals  are  not  unfounded ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  beg  leave  respect- 
fiilly  to  represent  ihat  any  partial  modifi- 
cations  of  the  trade  would,  in  their  opinion, 
lall  extremely  short  of  those  advantages 
which  would  accrue  from  tbe  total  aboli- 
tion of  the  existing  monopoly ;  and  they 
do  therefore  humbly  and  earnestly  depre- 
cate any  continuation  of  the  company's 
exclusive  privilege  to  the  commerce  with 
China;  they  conceive  that  the  British 
character  forbids  the  injurious  suspicion 
that  Britons  are  not  equally  competent  as 
tbe  Americans  or  others  to  properly  con- 
duct themselves  in  their  iiUercoorse  with 
the  Chinese,  or  that  that  intercoarse 
would,  in  the  least  degree,  be  disturbed 
by  a  conduct  deficient  in  discretion  or 
|Nropriety«  whilst  the  Americans  and  other 
nations  have  maintained  a  similar  inter- 
course without  interraption :  they  also 
think  that  no  greater  necessity  for  a  mo- 
nopoly exists*  with  a  view  to  secure  the 
duties  on  tea,  than  those  on  sugar,  rum,  or 
any  other  highly  taxed  article  of  impor- 
tation;  and  they  trust  that  no  reason  can 
be  found,  either  in  justice  or  policy,  for 
the  exclusion  of  the  out-ports  from  the  be- 
nefit of  the  trade  with  India ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners also  hope  that  tbe  House  will 
not  impose  any  restraint  on  the  British 
merchant,  respecting  the  burthen  of  any 
▼essel  to  be  employed  in  the  trade,  but 
leave  the  choice  to  bis  own  judgment  and 
discretion  j  and  that  the  commercial  dis- 
tresses which  the  petitioners  have,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  expe- 
rienced from  the  enormous  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  enemy  on  tbe  continent  of 
Europe,  furnish  abundant  reasons  for  ap- 
plying to  the  House  with  earnestness  and 
with  confidence  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
new  channels  of  intercourse  with  those 
distant  regions,  where  the  success  of  his 
Majesty's  arms  by  sea  and  by  land  has 
established  British  dominion  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  and  has  secured  British  com- 
merce against  all  danger  of  hostile  inter* 
fcrenoe;  and  praying  the  House  to  adopt 
anch  measures  bs  to  their  wisdom  shall 
aeem  meet,  for  granting  to  all  his  Ma* 
jesty's  snbjectSj  muk  an4  After  the  aspira- 
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tion  of  tbe  E.  I.  Company's  chsvtnr,  n  frer 
trade  to  and  from  India  and  ita  depen- 
dencies, and  to  and  from  the  empire  ot 
China." 

A  Petition  of  the  magistrates  and  com- 
mon council  of  Paisley,  was  also  present- 
ed; setting  forth, 

"  That  in  the  last  session  of  paLrliament 
the  petitioners  presented  a  Petition  and 
Memorial  against  any  renewal  of  a  com- 
mercial monopoly. to  the  K  L  Company, 
and  perceiving  that  this  very  importam 
subject  will  soon  experience  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  they  humbly  presnoie 
again  to  state  their  sentiments  coocemii^ 
it,  as  they  are  the  more  confirmed  in  opi- 
nion, with  regard  to  the  expediency  and 
necessity  of  refusing  to  the  hoooarahlc 
Company  any  exclusive  cpmmercial  pri- 
vileges whatsoever ;  and  that,  whilst  neu- 
tral nations  have  a  free  and  unioterropted 
trade  to  India  and  China,  it  appears  to  bs 
unreasonable  and  unnatural  that  British 
subjecu  should  be  restrained,  and  itsaeais 
impossible  to  discover  any  reason,  political 
or  commercial,  why  their  rights  and  pri- 
vileges should  be  withheld,  or  why  the 
advantages   thai  might    result  therefrom 
should  be  sacrificed  to  a  system  w(iich  bai 
been  demonstrated  to  be  as  ruinoas  as  it  is 
unnatural;    and  that  the  petidooers  re- 
spectfully contend,  that  the  m^ofacturei 
of  this  country  will  be  promoted,  its  cooi- 
merce  and  navigation  extended,  and  tbe 
state  finances  greatly  augmented,  by  af- 
fording access  to  those  vast  regions  for  the 
capital  and  enterprtze  of   British   mer- 
chsDU,  and  they  cannot  entertain  a  doebt, 
that,  under  suitable  regulation!,  the  im- 
port as  well  as  tbe  export  trade  with  tbe 
£ast,  may  be  extended  to  the  porta  of  tbe    j 
United  Kingdom,  without  influencing  the 
revenue  denved  from  that  wurce  of  com- 
merce; and  the  petitioners  do  therefore 
humbly  and  earnestly  pray,  that  the  Hoose 
will  not  sanction  a  renewal  of  this  com*    I 
mercial  monopoly,  but  will  be  pleased  to 
provide  that  British  subjects  of  every  de- 
nomination   shall    enjoy    the    liberty  of 
trading  to  India,  China,  and  all  the  coan- 
tries  of  the  east,    from  any  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  free  fix>m  any  obstnic- 
tions,  Qontroul,  or  influence  wliatsoever, 
on  tbe  part  of  the  East  India  Company." 

A  Petition  of  the  ship-boildect  of  tbe 
port  of  Whitby,  was  also  preaenled  i  set^ 
ting  forth, 

**  That  tbe  petitionera  have  for  some 
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Urely  to  British -buiH  shtpt,  from  the  otter 
inability  of  tbe  owners  of  iIioiil  to  enter 
into  a  competition  with  the  owners  of 
East  India  or  other  foreign  ship  apon 
terms  al  all  like  equality;  and  praying, 
that,  in  fatare,  ships  built  in  Asia,  and  the 
islands  thereto  adjacent,  may  be  prohibited 
hy  statute  from  being  admitted  to  registry, 
and  to  the  prirlleges  of  British-boilt 
•hips.'' 

An  humble  Address  and  Petition  of  tlie 
merchants,  maanfectorers,  and  other  in* 
habitants  of  Birmingham,  was  also  pre- 
sented ;  seuing  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  did,  in  the  last 
spring,  humbly  petition  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  against  any  renewal  of  a  com- 
mercial monopdy  to  tiie  £.  I.  Company  ^ 
and  that,  ever  since  that  period,  the  peti- 
tioners bare  ne?er  ceased  to  enqntre  into 
and  reflect  upon  the  numerous  bearings  of 
t^is  important  subject;  and  tbe  more  firm 
and  rooted  has  become  their  conriction  of 
the  perfect. safety,  expediency,  end  ne- 
cessity of  refusing  to  grant  to  the  £.  I« 
Company,  any  exclusive  commercial  pri* 
▼ilege  whatsoerer ;  and  that  it  -is  an  ob- 
ject of  great  importance  to  the  petitioners 
to  have  the  trade  of  the  east  thrown  open 
to  the  oot*po!rts,  because  they  are  con- 
vinced that  the  competition  from  the  out- 
poru  is  necessary  to  the  full  developeraent 
of  this  great  commerce,  which  cannot  fait 
to  languish  and  stagnate,  if  confined  to 
tbe  port  of  London ;  and  because  they  are 
apprehensive  that,  if  confined  to  that  port, 
it  will  also  be  subjected  to  some  degree  of 
infioence  or  cootroul  on  the  part  of  the 
E.  I.  Company,  which  will  be  certain  to 
retard  and  obstruct  its  operations;  and 
that  the  petitioners  cannot  perceive  any 
danger  or  inconvenience  whatsoever  that 
can  be  expected  to  arise  from  colonization, 
or  from  the  allowing  the  free  residence  of 
British  subjects  in  the  east ;  and  that  they 
cannot  perceive  any  possible  inconve* 
nience  which  can  arise  from  the  opening 
of  the  China  trade,  because  it  is  naturM 
to  believe  that  the  Chinese  government 
must  entertain  a  greater  degree  of  jealousy 
and  distrust  of  the  E.  I.  Company  than 
they  can  possibly  feel  towards  nneonnect- 
ed  mdividuals ;  and  because  it  appears  to 
the  petitioners  that  American  and  Portu- 
guese individuals,  without  any  exclusive 
companies,  are  freely  permitted  to  trade 
with  the  Chinese,  which  they  have  con- 
tinued to  do  for  a  long  period,  with  scarce 
lirm  the  carrying-trade  of  this  coimtry  en-    any  of  those  interruptions  and  disturbance! 


time  past  observed,  with  great  concern, 
that  ships  and  vessels  built  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  E.  I.  Company,  in  Asia, 
have  been  admitted  to  registry  in  Great 
Britain,  and  in  consequence  thereof   al- 
lowed to  participate  in  the  carrying*trade 
of  the  country  and  its  colonics :  and  that, 
if  India-built  abips  continue  to  be  admitted 
to  British  registry,  and  to  participate  in 
the  carrying-trade  of  the  empire,  the  most 
injortotts  consequences  must  result  to  the 
maritime  interest  of  the  nation,  and  more 
especially  so  when  (as  is  most  ardently  to 
be  wished)  the  trad^to  the  East  Indies  is 
opened  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  forbear  to  press  on  the 
attention  of  the  House,  by  entering  into 
any  particular  detail  of  obsevvatious  on 
the    impolicy    of  admitting    India-built 
ships    to  the    privileges  of  British-built 
ship9,.not  only  as  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  petitioners,    bat  also  the  landed, 
commercial,  and  manafacturing  interests 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  those  of  the  va- 
rious classes  of  persons  who  are  dependent 
on  the  building,  repairing,  and  equipment 
of  British-built  ships;  they  however  pre- 
sume it  will  be  admitted,  on  an  impartial 
consideration  of  the  subject,  that  to  encou- 
rage the  building  and  eouipment  of  ships 
in  Asia,  for  the  purpose  or  being  employed 
in  the  carrying-trade  of  this  empire,  will 
be  both  impolitic  and  unjust,  first,  it  will 
be  impolitic,  as  the  removal  of  a  manufac- 
ture of  such  importance  as  the  building 
and  eouipment  of  ships  from  this  country 
to  India  (a  maiAifactore  of  more  impor- 
tance than  any  other)  will  render  preca- 
rious the  means  of  maintaining  hb  Ma- 
jesty's navy,  and  especially  of  fitting-out 
with   dispatch    his    Majesty's   fleets  on 
pressing  emergencies,   and  will  thereby 
undermine  that  great  bulwark  of  our  nude- 
pendence  and  greatness  as  a  nation ;  and, 
secondly,  it  will  be  unjust,  as  many  of  the 
stores  and    materials    necessary   to  the 
building  and  equipment  of  ships  in  this 
country    are  charged  with  considerable 
duties,  and  as  the  mechanics,  and  other 
persons  employed  therein,  as  well  as  the 
petitioners,  contribute  their  proportions  of 
the  burthens  imposed  on  the  public  from 
the  etigencies  of  the  state,  to  neither  of 
which    persons    engaged    as   owners  or 
builders  of  ships  in  Asia  are  subject  or 
liable;  and   the  petitioners  respectfully 
submit  to  the  House,  that,  from  the  heavy 
taxation  of  the  country,  there  never  was  a 
period  when  it  was  so  necessary  to  con- 
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to  which  the  agents  of  the  £.  I.  Company 
have  «o  frequently  exposed  themselves ; 
anil  thaty  if  any  di65culty  should  be  found 
to  arise  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
upon  teas,  or  other  ad  valorem  articles  at 
the  out- ports,  the  petitioners  place'  re- 
liance on  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, and  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
custom-house  establishment,  effectually  to 
remedy  any  difficulties  of  this  nature,  and 
thus  will  the  revenues  of  the  United  King- 
dom be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  its  trade ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
do  therefore  humbly  and  earnestly  pray, 
that  the  House  will  not  suffer  any  renewal 
of  a  commercial  monopoly  to  be  granted 
to  the  £.  I.  Company,  but  that  they  will 
be  pleased  to  provide  that  all  British  sub- 
jects shall  have  the  liberty  of  trading  to 
India,  China,  and  all  the  countries  of  the 
east,  from  any  bonded  port  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  from  any  other  ports  in  the 
world,  that  it  may  suit  their  purposes  to 
touch  at,  free  from  any  obstructions,  con- 
trout,  or  influence  whatsoever,  on  the  part 
of  the  East  ludia  Company/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Bbsach  op  the  Act  of  Union  with 
Ireland.]  Sir  John  Newport  asked,  whe- 
ther the  bon.  Secretary  for  Ireland  meant 
to  bring  forward  to-morrow  the  measure, 
of  which  notice  had  been  given,  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  Starch  from  Ire- 
land ?  the  answer  to  which  question  would 
determine,  whether  he  should  bring  for- 
ward some  resolutions  concerning  the  Act 
of  Union  with  Ireland,  which  he  con- 
ceived would  be  violated  by  that  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Ptel  having  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Sir  J,  Newport  said,  that  by  an  article 
in  the  act  alluded  to,  it  was  enacted,  that 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  1801,  all 
bounties  on,  and  prohibitions  of,  any  ex- 
ports from  one  of  the  United  Kingdoms  to 
the  other,  should  cease  and  determine. 
This  solemn  agreement  between  the  two 
countries,  he  contended,  should  not  be 
departed  from  on  account  of  any  tempo- 
rary expedients.  If  it  were  once  departed 
from,  how  could  the  people  of  Ireland, 
who  only  returned  one-sixth  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  House,  be  secure  against  any 
eneroachments  ?  In  proposing  what  he  had 
to  propose,  he  was  actuated  by  no  other 
wish  than  that  of  preserving  harmony  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms  ;  but  he  felt  that 
the  only  means  of  preserving  harmony 


would  be  to  mete  out  equal  justice  between 
them.  Because  it  was  found  convenieot 
to  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  an  article 
in  England,  it  would  follow,  accordiug  to 
the  principles  of  the  Bill  he  alluded  to, 
that  the  exportation  of  it  shoold  be  pro- 
hibited in  Ireland.  In  the  caae  of  tbt 
distillery  prohibitions,  there  was  a  plea 
set  up  tnat  there  was  a  dissonance  in  the 
difierent  parts  of  the  Act  of  Union  on  the 
subject :  in  this  case,  however,  no  such 
reason  could  be  adduced.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  the  hon.  Secretary  had  aoy 
deliberate  intention  of  violating^ the  Act 
of  Union,  but  that  the  measure  proposed 
was  a  violation  of  a  main  article  of  it»  was 
evident.  The  commercial  advantages 
which  Ireland  possessed,  she  was  entitled 
to  as  a  right,  as  she  had  in  return  given  sp 
her  independent  legis»lature.  If  the  Act 
of  Union  was  constantly  to  be  violated,  it 
would  be  better  to  secure  the  harmoov 
between  the  two  countries,  by  restoring 
to  Ireland  an  independent  Jegislatiire. 
—To  prevent  the  unhappy  coasequenco 
which  would  result  from  the  infractions 
of  the  Act  in  question,  he  should  propoie 
two  Resolutions:  I.  «<  That,  by  the  6ik 
article  of  the  Act  of  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  it  is  enacted»  that, 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  all  prohibi* 
tions  and  bounties  on  the  export  ofarticlei 
the  growth,  produce,  or  mannfactare  of 
either  country  to  the  other,  shall  cease 
and  determine;  and  that  the  said  articles 
shall  thenceforth  be  exported  from  one 
country  to  the  other  without  any  duty  oe 
such  export  :-^2.  That  the  above  exwop- 
tion  from  prohibition  cannot  be  altered  or 
infringed  upon  without  a  manifest  viola- 
tion of  the  compact  then  entered  into  be- 
tween the. several  parliaments  of  the  two 
parts  of  the  now  United  Kingdom." 

Mr.  Peel  rose  to  explain  his  reasons  for 
giving  the  notice  of  the  measure  to  ques- 
tion. In  the  beginning  of  ibe  session, 
when  notice  had  been  given  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  prohibition  of  the  manafac* 
ture  of  starch  from  articles  of  food,  ht  had 
given  notice  to  the  manufacturers  of  starch 
in  Ireland,  that  a  similar  measure  woald 
be  extended  to  that  country.  Represen* 
taiions,  however,  were  made  by  them, 
that  as  that  article  was  employed  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  the  manufacture  of 
linen,  the  prohibition  of  the  starch  mano* 
factore  would  seriously  ailect  that  of  the 
staple  commodity  of  Ireland.  This,  go 
reference  to  the  linen  mannfactures, 
turned  out  to  be  founded  in  faot,  in  coa« 
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seqiMDce  of  which,  and  of  a  memortal  with 
nomeroat  tignatorea  from  the  north  of 
Ireland,  the  goTernment  was  induced  to 
abandon  it.  It  was  true,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  baronet,  that  he 
liad  no  intention  to  Tiolate  the  Act  of 
Union,  as  the  meirsure  which  he  had  ta 
propose  was  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country  which  possessed  the  leaAt  number 
of  representatives.  But  would  it  be  quite 
fair  to  allow  the  Irish  manufacturer  to 
supply  that  article  to  this  country,  which 
British  manufacturen  were  prohibited 
frooi  supplying? — ^The  hop.  gentleman  then 
referred  to  an  article  of  the  Act  of  Union, 
which  he  conceived  justified  the  prohi« 
bition,  by  which  it  was  provided,  that  the 
enactment  above  mentioned*  should  not 
affect  the  regulation  of  the  exportation  of 
com  floor,  of  which  latter  article  starch 
was  excluiively  manufactured.  He  con* 
claded  by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Pohionlby  said,  tnat  he  should  have 
no  objection  to  the  previous  question  being 
moTsd,  as  he  thousbt  the  subject  might 
be  better  discussed  when  the  Bill  was 
brooffht  forward.  As  to  the  construction 
whicn  had  been  pot  on  the  article  respect* 
Ing  the  export  of  flour,  &c.  it  would  not 
bear  examination,  for  it  would  be  easily 
perceived  to  what  extent  such  an  expfa^ 
nation  might  be^carried. 

The  Chancclior  qfike  Eichiouer  said,  that 
the  measure  of  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  given  notice,  was  wholTy  in  favour  of 
Ireland.  Great  Britain  laboured  under 
two  prohibitions ;  for  while  no  starch  was 
permitted  to  be  manufactured,  it  was  im« 
possible  to  export  any ;  while  Ireland  waa 
not  prohibited  from  -manufacturing,  but 
only  from  exporting.  If  this  measure  were 
not  adopted,  the  prohibition  of  the  manu- 
facture in  Great  Britain  would  be  nuga- 
toryi  as  the  British  merchants  might  carry 
on  the  manufacture  in  Ireland  with  British 
grain,  and  import  the  produce  into  this 
country.  He  contended  that  the  clause 
as  to  the  export  of  grain,  &c.  applied  to 
starch,  as  the  House  had  sanctioned  the 
application  of  it  to  spirits. 

Sir  Jo4s  Newport  replied.  By  the  ex« 
planation  which  bad  been  given  of  the 
article  concerning  grain,  the  Act  of  Union 
might  be  renders  entirely  null.  He 
appealed  lo  the  House,  whether  this  clause 
had  been  applied  to  spirits,  as  in  that  dis* 
cussiou  an  entirely  different  plea  had  been 
set  up.  Alive  as  he  was  to  the  interests 
of  the  linen  manufacture,  he  was  per- 
suaded that  if  one  infringement  was  sof« 
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fered  on  the  Act  of  Union,  pleas  would 
never  be  wanting  for  any  infraction  of  it. 
The  bond  lay  before  them ;  it  was  to  the 
liiera  aer^a  of  the  bond,  and  to  the  mean- 
ing which  had  been  attributed  to  it  by 
its  proposers,  and  not  the  glosses  now  put 
on  it,  that  he  should  appeal.  He  had  ho 
objection  to  the  discussion  coming  on  at  a 
future  time,  but  he  had  thought  i^  better 
to  oppose  the  measure  stii  limine,  which 
opposition  being  recorded,  he  should  not 
divide  the  House.-— The  previous  question 
was  then  put  and  carried. 
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Thirsday,  Ftbrway  11. 

Petitions  ebspbctimo  thb  Rbnxwal 
OP  th£  East  India  Compant's  CHAaraa 
— PBOM  THE  City  of  London— Rvtbbb- 

OLBN«— ShBOPSBIBB-^AND    IjkNCASTBB.] 

A  Petition  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen^ 
and  commons  of  London,  in  common 
council  assembled,  was  read;  setting 
forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners,  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  necessity  of  supporting  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
port  of  London,  view  with  the  most  se- 
rious concern  the  communication  made 
on  the  4th  day  of  January  last,  by  the 
president  of  the  board  of  comnmissioaers 
for  the  afiairs  of  India,  to  the  chairmaii 
and  deputy  chairman  of  the  £.  I.  Com- 
pany, which,  in  consequence  of  the  late 
correspondence  and  negociation  for  the 
renewal  of  th\  Company  s  charter,  states 
that  the  ministers  of  the  Prince  Regentr 
consistently  with  their  fense  of  public 
duty,  can  submit  no  arrangement  to  par- 
liament that  does  not  include  an  extension 
of  the  import  trade;  and  that  this  propo»» 
ed  extension  of  the  import  tirade  to  the 
outports  appears  to  the   petitioners  not 
only  contrary  to  the  wis^  system  and  long 
recognixed  principles  of  policy  with  re* 
spect  to  our   Asiatic   possessions  which 
have  been  uniformly  pursued  by  former  ad- 
ministrations, and  more  especially  by  his 
Majesty's  ministers  in  1793,  when  the  B. 
I.  Company's  charter  was  renewed,  but 
seems,  under  every  circumstance  of  poli- 
tical commercial  and  financial  considera- 
tion, likely  to  be  attended  with  resulta 
highly  iitjurious  to  the  true  interests  of  the 
country  at  large  ;    and  that  it  appears  to 
the  petitioners  that  the  East  India  Com* 
pany«  throughout  the  whol^  of  its  progress 
to  its  present  state,  has  been  supported 
strengthened  and  invigorated  by  a  gran4 
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vital  principle  of  indiisolable  connection 
between  its  government  and  trade ;  and 
that  to  break  asunder  this  connection  would 
imminently  endanger,  if  not  totally  des- 
troy, the  goyeroment,  the  territorial  wealth, 
and  the  trade  of  India;  and  that  the  peti* 
tioners  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  ex- 
press their  conviction  that,  were  the  Indian 
trade  extended  to  the  outports,  it  would 
only  contribute  to  excite  a  wild  and  fruit- 
less spirit  of  speculation,  affording  neither 
proper  channels  and  markets  for  the  diffu- 
sion and  sale  of  British  manufactures,  nor 
an  increase  of  commodities  in  return  pro- 
fitable to  the  merchant,  and  beneficial  to 
the  community  ;  whilst  the  many  and  ob« 
vious  facilities  held  out  to  smuggling 
would,  by  the  introduction  of  prohibited 
goods,  depreciate  our  native  productions, 
and  impair  the  best  sources  of  our  national 
industry  and  opulence ;  and  that  the  pro- 
posed extension  would,  if  carried  into  ef- 
fect, inevitably  produce  the  most  ruinous 
consequences  to  the  commercial  and  local 
interests  of  the  city  and  port  of  London, 
by  diminishing  the  means,  and  drying  up 
the  springs  of  industry,  which  have  hi- 
therto afforded  occupation  and  support  to 
a  vast  proportion  of  the  national  popula- 
tion ;  and  that  it  would  roost  materially 
injure,  if  not  altogether  ruin,  the  various 
and  very  considerable  establishments  now 
formed,  consisting  of  docks,  manufactories, 
warehouses,  storehouses,  and  other  usefiil 
build ings^  constructed  at  an  immense  ex- 
pence  both  in  the  city  of  London  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames,  which,  during 
the  continued  pressure  of  war,  and  the 
most  trying  periods  of  public  distress  and 
embarrassment,  have  supplied  with  em- 
ployment many  thousands  of  workmen, 
artificers,  artisans,  and  labourerS|  and  af- 
forded to  their  numerous  families  the  cer- 
tain means  of  subsistence  ;  and  that,  con- 
fidering  the  measure  as  connected  with 
the  pobiic  revenue,  to  which  the  city  of 
London  so  very  largely  contributes,  and 
thereby  in  a  great  degree  upholds  the 
honour  and  credit  of  the  country,  the  pe- 
titioners cannot  view  the  proposed  exten- 
sion without  alarming  apprehensions  of 
encreased  expence  and  difficulties  in  the 
collection  of  the  import  duties,  which 
being  at  present  limited  to  one  point,  and 
collected  in  an  easy  expeditious  and  cer- 
tain way,  almost  without  expence^  would 
be  then  split  difided  and  subdivided,  so  as 
to  become  embarrassed  slow  and  precarious 
in  tbe  receipts,  and  attended  with  an 
•fiomout.  dkbors^meot  in  the  mode  of 
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collecting ;  and  that  it  appears  to  tli« 
petitioners,  from  a  consideration  of  the 
internal  state  of  India,  as  well  as  from  the 
experience  of  the  private  trade  which  bat 
been,  and  continues  to  be  allowed,  that  it 
is  impracticable  in  anv  material  degree  to 
augment  the  import  of  profitable  commo* 
dities  from,  or  the  export  of  British  mann- 
factures  to  India:  and  that  the  petitioners 
feel  it  their  indispensible  duty  to  express 
their  firm  conviction,  .that  however  oetri- 
mental  such  extension  would  prove  to  tbe 
city  and  port  of  London,  it  ooold  not  hot 
prove  still  more  so  to  the  mercantile  end 
manufiicturing  branches  connected  with 
the.outports,  and  terminate  in  the  certain 
disappointment  of  their  present  hopes  wad 
expectations ;  and  that,  with  req>ect  to 
the  export  trade,  as  many  thousands  of 
artificers,  with  their  fiimilies,  would  be  in 
danger  of  extreme  distress  and  misery,  in 
proportion  as  they  would  be  deprived  of 
employment  by  its  removal  from  the  port 
of  London,  the  petitioners  humbly  beg 
leave  to  state  that  it  is  of  the  highest  isa- 
portance  to  the  city  and  port  of  London 
that  the  export  trade  to  India  and  China 
should  continue  to  be  carried  on  as  here- 
tofore; and  that  the  interesu  of  the  £.  I. 
I  Company  appear  to  the  petitioners  to  be 
so  interwoven  with  the  political  and  con* 
mercial  system  of  the  British  empire  as  to 
excite  in  their  minds  the  most  serioos  ap- 
prehensions that  extreme  danger  will  arise 
to  the  constitution,  in  case  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  that  body,  from  the  transfer  of  tbe 
Indian  patronage  to  the  crown,  which  it 
to  be  dreaded  in  the  event  of  the  threat- 
ened separation  of  the  government  and 
commerce  of  India  taking  place;  and 
prayipg,  that  on  any  renewal  of  the  £•  I« 
Company's  Charter,  the  trade  to  and  from 
India  and  China  may  be  continued  excln* 
sively  to  the  port  of  London^  and  that  the 
petitioners  may  be  heard,  by  their  coon* 
sel  and  a^nl^,  in  support  of  the  prayer  of 
their  Petition." 

A  Petition  of  the  magistrates  and  com* 
mon  council  of  the  borgh  of  Ruthergleo, 
in  council  assembled,  was  also  presented  9 
setting  forth, 

**  "niat  ihc  petitioners,  with  great  deft* 
rence  to  the  House,  conceive  it  to  be 
the  right  of  all  British  subjects  to  have  a 
free  trade  to  India,  China,  and  the  other 
countries  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape  oC 
Good  Hope,  and  they 'are  bold  eooogh  to 
say,  that  the  exclusive  privilege  to  this 
trade  in  favour  of  a  particular  class  of  in* 
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dWidoali  hfts  been,  and  miui  be,  attended 
with  prejudicial  conseqaences  to  the  com- 
merce and  mannfactares  of  the  United 
Krngdom,  the  more  especially  as  it  hat 
been  allowed  to  foreign  states  at  amity 
with  his  Majesty,  and  denied  to  British 
subjects;  and  that,  among  many  other 
powerful  reasons  why  this  trade  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  all  British  subjects,  the  pe- 
titioners are  humbly  of  opinion,  by  it  the 
peace  of  the  community  might  be  thereby 
secured  by  affording  full  work  and  fair 
wages  to  the  operative  classes,  to  secure 
whose  comfort,  and  to  render  whom  con- 
tented with  their  situation,  is  of  the  very 
highest  importance  to  the  stat^;  and  pray- 
ing, that  no  exclusiTC  grant  may  be  gi?en 
to  the  trade,  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope;  and  that  the  commerce 
with  those  countries  may  not  be  confined 
to  any  particular  port  In  the  United  King- 
dom, but  that  the  House  will  restore  to 
British  subjects  those  commercial  priyi- 
kges  to  which  they  haye  an  undoubted 
right." 

A  Petition  of  the  iron-masters,  proprie- 
tors of  the  principal  iron-works  in  Shrop- 
shire, was  also  presented ;  setting  forth| 

'*  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  the  House,  that  though  they 
are  fully  sensible  that  it  is  a  duty  incum- 
bent upon  every  subject  of  these  realms  to 
aobmiC  snd  the  petitioners  are  willing 
cheerfully  to  submit  to  every  commercial 
regulation  and  restriction  by  which  the 
welfare  of  the  state  is  essentially  promoted, 
yet  they  appreben4»and  be^  leave  to  state, 
that  the  principle  of  restraining  the  subjects 
of  these  realms  from  trading  with  foreign 
nations  and  our  distant  possessions,  by  grant- 
ing an  exclusive  exercise  of  that  right  to  a 
chartered  company,  is  so  far  from  being 
essential  to  the  welfore  of  the  state,  that  it 
in  itself  is  an  obstacle  to  the  increase  of 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  those  fo- 
reign nations  and  distant  possessions ;  and 
that  the  principle  of  conducting  trade  with 
foreign  nations  and  disunt  possessions  by 
means  of  a  chartered  company,  tends  to 
increase  the  price  paid  by  them  for  the 
transport  of  our  manufactures,  and  to  en- 
hance that  which  we  pay  for  their  pro- 
duce, and  thereby,  instead  of.  being  a  be- 
nefit to  this  country,  is  an  injury,  and  con- 
sequently an  injustice  to  both ;  and  that 
^e  i>etitioners  presented  a  petition  to  the 
House  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
praying  that  the  charter  of  the  £.  I.  Com* 
pany  may  be  abolished,  and  that  from  the 


many  important  fiicts  which  have  been 
disclosed,  in  the  discussions  which  have 
since  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  the  said 
charter,  the  petitioners  are  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  a  renewal  thereof  would 
not  only  be  impolitic  in  a  national  point  of 
view,  but  deeply  injurious  to  the  mercan- 
tile interest  of  these  kingdoms ;  and  pray* 
ing,  that,  if  possible,  the  exclusive  charter 
of  the  E.  I.  Company  may  not  be  renewed, 
or  that  if  from  circumstances,  not  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  petitioners,  it  should 
appear  to  the  House  necessary  to  concede 
to  the  Company  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
trading  to  some  particular  nation  situated 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  such  con- 
cession may  be  as  limited  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  will  admit:  and  the  petitioners 
earnestly  intreat  of  the  House,  so  in  its 
wisdom  to  protect  the  rights  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  as  that  they  may  not  ha 
restricted  from  a  free  intercourse  with  our 
Indian  possessions,  nor  without  absolute 
necessity  from  trading  with  any  of  tbpse 
nations  which  are  situated  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope," 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  ship- 
owners, and  others  interested  in  the  ^de 
of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  was  also  pre- 
sented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitionen,  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  the  policy  which  has  so 
long  confined  the  commerce  of  India» 
China,  and  other  countries  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,by  charter  of  monopoly 
granted  to  the  £•  I.  Company,  is  not  cal- 
culated to  give  to  the  nation  at  large 
those  advantages  which  would  result  from 
a  free  intercourse  with  them  ;  and  that« 
in  addressing  themselves  to  the  House, 
they  venture*  with  the  most  respectful 
confidence,  to  maintain  that  the  interests 
of  this  great  empire  will  be  importantly 
benefit^  by  a  free  trdde  with  the  coun- 
tries in  question;  and  that  a  continued 
exclusion  from  them  will  be  attended 
with  prejudicial  consequences  ;  and  that, 
in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  justice 
and  sound  policy,  this  intercourse  has 
been  allowed  to  foreign  states  at  amity 
with  his  Majesty,  while  it  has  been  de« 
nied  to  his  own  subjects,  and,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has 
greatly  contributed  to  weaken  the  re- 
sources of  this  country,  and  to  strengthen 
those  of  the  enemy  ;  and  that,  at  a  time 
when  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
give  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom 
all  Uie  adrantagea  of  their  skilly  indostry« 
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and  capital,  when  the  pro8ecai?6n  of  an 
ezpensivo  war  renders  it  neceeaary  to 
adopt  every  means  for  augmenting  the  re- 
Tenue«  and  when  the  proiperitv  of  the 
nation  requires  ao  much  the  maintenance 
of  its  naval  superiority  by  encouraging  a 
nursery  for  seamen,  it  become;  indispen* 
aably  requisite  to  open  every  legitimate 
channel  of  commerce  ;  and  that  the  sys- 
tem which  has  hitherto  confined  the  £• 
L  trade  to  the  port  of  London,  is  con- 
trary to  the  equal  rights  of  British  sub- 
jects, and  to  those  pnnciplea  of  justice  and 
liberal  policy  by  which  the  legislature  is 
directed ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  necessary, 
because  it  has  been  completely  proved 
that  the  revenue  is  as  well  secured,  and 
collected  with  as  much  ease  and  safety, 
at  the  out- ports,  as  at  the  port  of  London ; 
and  that  the  extent  of  coast  in  the  King's 
channel  admits  of  facilities  for  smuggling 
which  do  not  exist  at  the  out-ports; 'and 
praying,  that  no  exclusive  grant  be  given 
to  trade  with  the  countries  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  to  any  part 
thereof,  and  that  this  commerce  may  be 
extended  to  every  port  in  which  the  Ware- 
housing Act  of  the  45d  of  the  King  has  been 
acted  upon,  and  that  the  House  will,  in  its 
wisdom^  adopt  such  measures  as  will  se- 
cure the  rights  and  privileges  to  which 
the  petitioners^  as  British  subjects,  possess 
an  unquestionable  claim,  and  which  are 
eminently  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  interests  of  the  country  at 
large/* 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petitions  against  the  Claims  or  the 
Roman  Catholics  —  feom    the   Arch- 

1>EAC0N  AMD  ClERGY  Of  BaTB  AND  WelU 

—Mayor,  Itc.  or  St.  Al>ans»-Arcb- 
DEACON,  &c.  OP  St.  Albans — Archdeacon 
AND  Clerct  of  Suffolk— Arcbdeacon 
AND  Clergy  of  Sudburt-^lergt  of 
Carmarthen,  Cardigan,  and  Brecon-— 
Archdeacon  and  Clergy  of  Winches- 
tee— Bailiffs,  &c.  OF  Ipswich— Imhabi* 
tants  or  Anglesey — ^Arcbdeacon,  &c. 
or  Colchester— Archdeacon  andClergt 
or  Lincoln— Dean  and  Chapter  or  Woe- 
CESTER— Gentry,  Clergy,  &c.  or  Hang- 
West— and  TBE  Mayoe,  kc.  or  Har» 
wicH.]  A  Petition  of  the  archdeacons 
and  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  was  presented;  setting  forth^ 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  witnessed 
with  considerable  apprehension  the  re- 
cent attempts  made  to  extend  the  con- 
cession! already  yielded  to  PapiiU,  by 
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granting  to  them  privileges  frooi  whicfa 
they  have  hitherto  been  legally  debarred ; 
and  that  they  humbly  beg  leave  to  state, 
that  they  do  not  entertain  personal  preju- 
dices against  any  ind  i  viduals,  or  against  any 
community,  on  account  of  diasent  from  the 
established  religion,  nor  are  tliey  destrtRif 
ofabridginff  the  liberty  of  conscience  en- 
joyed by  all  persons  dissenting  from  the 
doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  established 
Church,  but   they  cannot   contemplate 
without  additional  alarm  the  preparatioos 
openly  made  to  promote  the    roYiTal  o# 
Popery,  and  the  arguments  advanced  ia 
support  of  what  are  called  the  Catholic 
Claims,  claims  openly  avowed,  by    the 
Popish  prelates  and  their  clergy,  to  con- 
sist in  a  perfect  equality  with  Proteaftaau 
in  every  political  privilege;   sumI    they 
humblv  beg  leave  farther  to  state,  that,  if 
the  iadnlgencies  sought  by  persona  of  the 
Romish  communion  were    qoesliena  of 
mere  political  expediency,  they  should 
rejoice  in  any  boon  safely,  conferred  oa 
them  by  the  btate ;    but,  as  faithful  ni* 
nisters  of  the  Church  of  England,   they 
cannot  consider  the  predominance  of  Po- 
pery over  Protestantism,  in  an  inlegrat 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  as  a  mere 

aoestion  of  political  espediency ;  and 
ley  should  deem  such  an  event  nothing 
less  than  the  harbinger  of  the  downfall  oi 
the* Church  of  England;  and  that  they 
presume  not  to  insinuate  that  the  wisdom 
of  parliament  cannot  grant  such  tndal- 
^ences  as  may  gratify  the  reasonable  pi»- 
titions  of  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
but  they  confidently  hope  thai  those 
indulgences  will  be  thoroughly  coo> 
siitent  with  the  constitution,  as  settled  in 
1688,  with  the  Protestant  succession,  and 
with  the  Act  of  Settlement  on  wtkich  the 
right  of  the  august  House  of  Brunswick 
to  the  crown  is  founded,  and  also  with 
the  perfect  security  and  integrity  of  that 
pure  and  apostolical  Church  by  Divine 
Providence  established  in  these  realms.*' 


A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
corder,  burgesses,  clergy,  and  principal 
inhabitants,  of  the  borough  of  St,  Albao, 
was  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  observe  with  the 
utmost  solicitnde  and  alarm  the  asstdooos 
eflfbrts  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  obtain 
admission  to  all  places  of  political  power 
and  trust,  both  civil  and  military,  and  to 
the  unlimited  exercise  of  legislatire  fane- 
Cions«;  and  that  it  is  with  feelings  of  on* 
feigned  latttfaction  they  coiilemplale  tha 
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blessings  oF  religious  toleration^  as  ex- 
tended to  their  fellow*  subjects  of  tbe  Ro- 
man Catholic  Chorcb,  and  the  remoral  of 
all  the  disabilities  aftcting  their  property 
and  personal  rights,  but  they  feel  it  an  im- 
periousduty,  not  only  to  tbemseWes  bat 
to  posterity,  now  to  resist  their  per^erer* 
ing  endearours,  notwithstanding  the  large 
and  important  privileges  already  conceded 
to  them,  to  acquire  possession  of  political 
influence  and  power,  in  direct  Tiolation 
of  all  the  principles  of  the  Resolution,  and 
all  the  subsequent  laws,  which  ha?e  se« 
cured  such  privileges  only  to  those  of 
the  Protestant  establishment;  and  that, 
confiding  in  the  wisdom  of  the'  legis- 
lature, they  have  hitherto  refrained 
from  petitioning  the  House  against  the 
Claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  so  re^ 
peatedly  and  incessantly  urged ;  but  such 
ailence  having  been  misconstrued  into  a 
,  tacit  approbation  of  the  measure,  the  pe* 
titionersfeel  anxious  to  record  their  fullest 
convicti<vi  of  the  danger  of  such  conces- 
sions, which,  as  they  conceive,  can  only 
be  granted  by  an  abandonment  of  that 
constitutional  principle  on  which  the  se- 
curity of  the  Protestant  establishment  and 
the  right  of  the  throne  is  founded  ;  and 
the  petitioners  therefore  humbly  implore 
the  House,  the  guardians  and  protectors 
of  their  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious, 
to  become  the  opponents  of  every  mea- 
sure that  may  give  political  ability  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  undermine  the  basis 
of  the  British  constitution,  and  that  it  may 
be  still  transmitted,  with  all  its  blessings 
and  privileges,  unimpaired  to  their  pos- 
terity." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and 
clergy  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Saint  Al- 
ban,  wa»a1so  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  contemplate  with 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  that  full  and 
equal  toleration  extended  by  the  British 
government^  to  all  its  subjects  in  matters 
of  religion,  by  which  provision  the  pri- 
vate privilege  of  conscience  is  exempt,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  from  human  limitation  or 
controul,-  and  tbe  public  acts  and  profes* 
sions  of  men  in  those  respecU  are  liable  to 
no  restraints  but  such  as  are  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  safety,  peace,  and  welfare, 
of  the  whole  community ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  entertain  the  roost  earnest 
wish  that  every  subject  in  the  British  em- 
pire should  be  free  to  share  in  civil  bene- 
fits, and  bt  affected  by  no  incapacity  for 
place  or  power^  except  where  tba  security 


and  welfare  of  the  State  may  require  the 
continuance  of  such  res^aints  as  have 
been  deemed  necessary  by  the  judgment 
of  the  legislature,  on  which  ground  it  ia 
that  they  humbly  conceive  the  present 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this 
realm  to  be  inadmissible;  and  that  the 
petitioners,  in  this  last  expression  of  their 
sentiments,  do  not  regret  the  several  acta 
of  indulgence  which  have  been  succes-' 
sively  conceded  to  this  body  of  their 
countrymen  and  fellow  Christians,  so  well 
calculated,  as  such  favours  have  been,  to 
conciliate  and  latiifythe  minds  of  thosa 
who  stand  unhappily  divided  from  us,  in 
communion ;  and  that  if  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  in  this  land,  by  any 
overt  acts  of  an  hostile  nature  to  the  Slate 
have  forfeited  at  any  time  the  right  to  full 
and  perfect  toleration,  the  petitioners  see 
with  pleasure  the  restitution  of  such  right, 
judging  that  the  government  in  its  wisdom 
has  found  it  safe  to  remove  those  restraints, 
which  were  only  warranted  by  the  neces- 
sary care  and  preservation  of  the  public 
weal ;  they  likewise  hope  and  trust  that 
every  further  favour  and  indulgence  may 
be  granted,  so  far  as  can  be  consistent 
with  tbe  safety  of  the  State,  and  of  course 
with  the  security  of  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment, with  which  the  dearest  inte- 
rests of  the  State  are  interwoven,  but  they 
are  persuaded  that  an  equal  participatioa 
of  the  legislative  power  cannot  safely  be 
thrown  open  to  a  body  of  Christians, 
whose  avowed  and  unalterable  principles, 
founded  on  the  decisions  of  a  Church 
which  calls  itself  infallible,  are  hostile  to 
the  civil  supremacy  in  this  realm,  aa 
extended  over  all  persons  and  all  causes ; 
such  a  privilege,  enlarged  to  men  whose 
consciences  are  subject  to  an  arbitrary 
power  without  the  realm,  and  operating 
as  it  must  do  very  frequently  in  mixed 
csises,  tends  directly  to  sobvervthe  British 
constitution  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  an- 
cestors, and  settled  in  its  fundamental 
laws  and  public  declarations ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  humbly  apprehend  that  no 
just  claim  to  civil  rights  against  existing 
laws  so  framed,  can  be  competent  to  any 
body  of  men,  much  less  to  a  manifest  mi- 
nority ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  with  re- 
ference to  this  branch  of  the  question 
which  relates  to  numbers,  feel  sensibly  for 
that  part  of  the  British  empire  where  the 
numbors  of  those  whose  claims  are  now 
put  forward,  preponderate  in  a  great  de* 
gree ;  the  petitioners  are  therefore  led  to 
wirii  most  earnestly  for   any   improve* 
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ment  of  their  circamstances, which  the 
case  admits,  but  they  cannot  but  observe 
that  the  British  laws  and  constitution  are 
planned  for  the  safety  of  the  whole^  and 
more  especially  in  these  two  following  re- 
apects — that  no  foreign  head  shall  have 
authority  or  jurisdiction  of  what  kind  so- 
ever in  this  realm  ;•— and  that  the  Protes- 
tant establishment  and  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy«  the  main  bulwark  of  our  integrity 
in  matters  of  religion  and  of  our  liberties 
and  well-being  as  a  people,  shall  be  pre- 
served inviolable ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
should  view,  with  equal  apprehension  and 
anxiety,  aoy  disposition  to  separate  the 
civil  and  religious  interests  of  the  realm, 
the  consequence  of  which  would  not  only 
be  the  ruin  of  the  present  ecclesiastical 
establishment  of  the  Church  of  England, 
but  the  overthrow  of  all  peace  and  con* 
cord  among  Christians,  as  subsisting  in 
one  land  or  nation ;  upon  this  account  the 
petitioners  view  with  astonishment  the 
attempts  of  those,  who  would  represent 
this  whole  question  as  exclusively  politi- 
cal, and  humbly  crave  leave  to ,  express 
their  sense,  at  this  juncture,  of  the  danger 
of  yielding  to  those  claims  which  admit 
not  of  the  common  pledges  which  are  now 
required  firom  all  those  who  share  in  the 
legislative  branches  of  authority.*' 

A  Petition  of  the. archdeacon  of  Suffolk, 
and  of  the  clergy,  was  also  presented; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  view,  with  in- 
creasing concern  and  alarm,  the  repeated 
and  persevering  efforts  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  obtain 
from  the  legislature  an  elevation  to  a  de- 

gree  of  political  power  which,  in  the 
umble  opinion  of  the  petitioners,  cannot 
begranted  them  without  the  most  imminent 
danger  to  the  constitution  both  in  Church 
and  State;  and  that  the  petitioners  feel 
they  would  be  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of 
doty,  were  they  longer  to  defer  express- 
ing, in  the  most  unequivocal  but  respectful 
manner,  not  only  that  firm  and  zealous 
attachment  to  the  Church,  of  which  they 
are  ministers,  springing  from  the  belief  that 
its  doctrines  are  scriptural,  and  its  ordi- 
nances apostolical,  for  which  they  claim 
credit  from  the  House  and  their  cpuntry ,  bat 
also  their  full  persuasion  that,  with  the  pre- 
aenratioD  of  the  Church,  the  best  interests  of 
true  religion,  as  well  as  the  stability  of  the 
monarchy,  and  consequent  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  people,  are  most  inti* 
Viately  aod  indocd  Inaeparably  coniiectad; 
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but  great  as  is  their  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  the.Chorcb,  as  by  law  estab- 
lished, the  petitioners  contemplate,  with 
unfeigned  satisfactionj;  the  complete  and 
unrestrained  exercise  of   their    religion, 
granted  to  all  who  onhappily    aepaiate 
from  her  communion,  and  they  hombiy 
conceive  that  Roman  Catholic^  in  coia- 
mon  with  ail  Protestant  dissenters,  enjoy 
this  toleration  in  the  most  ample  manner; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  therefore,  moit 
earnestly  implore  the  House,  not  to  relax 
those  salutary  regulations  in  the  instaiKs 
of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  to  which  all  Protestants  are  tt 
this  time  compelled  to  submit,  nor  to  re- 
move those  guards  and  fences  which  have 
been  so  wisely  planted  round  the  venerable 
fabric  of  the  united  Church  of  Soglaid 
and  Ireland,  cemented  in  the  blood  of  its 
martyrs,  unless  parliament  shall,  in  in 
wisdom,  provide  other  means  of  secoritj. 
which  the  petitioners  have  never  yet  seen 
detailed,  that  may  prove  a  support  and 
defence  equally  permanent  and  solid." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Sudbury,  in  tbc 
county  of  Suffolk,  was  also  presented; 
setting  forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners,  impressed  with 
a  just  regard  for  the  Church  of  which  the? 
are  ministers,  and  duly  grateful  for  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  it  has  so  long  ra- 
joyed,  feel  increasing  alarm  and  appre* 
hension  at  the  claims  and  perseveriDg 
efforts  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
United  Kingdom  to  obtain  from  the  legis- 
lature an  elevation,  to  political  power, 
which,  in  the  humble  opinion  of  the  peti* 
tioners,  appears  incompatible  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  reformed  religion  aai 
the  security  of  the  Protestant  sqcccsioo 
in  these  realms ;  and  that  the  petitionen 
feel  themselves  compelled  by  their  doty, 
on  a  comparison  of  the  extent  and  obicrt 
of  these  claims  with  the  principles  and 
policy  of  those  who  make  them,  to  ezpivss 
strongly,  but  with  all  respect  and  deference, 
their  sense  of  such  dangerous  demands* 
conceiving  that  in  reason  and  prudence 
power  cannot  be  confided  to  persons  who 
are  under  the  dominion  of  an  influence 
hostile  to  the  establishment,  the  peti- 
tioners, at  the  same  time,  confiding  in  the 
scriptural  and  apostolical  *  excellence  ol 
that  Church  of  which  they  are  members* 
contemplate,  with  nofeigned  satisfaciioB, 
the  complete  and  unrestrained  exercise  tf 
their  religioi^  granted  to  sdl  who  disseai 
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and  lepftrate  from  her  commanlon,  «nd 
they  humbly  conceive  thai  Roman  Ca- 
tholics enjoy  this  toleration  in  common 
with  them  in  the  most  ample  manner ;  and 
that«  MIy  persuaded  the  best  interests  of 
religion,  as  well  as  the  stability  of  the 
monarchy*  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
people,  are  intimately  and  inseparably 
connected  ivith  the  preserration  of  the 
reformed  Protestant  Church/ and  having 
experienced  the  efficacy  of  the  laws  so 
wisely  enacted  by  our  ancestors  as  a  guard 
ami  protection,  the  petitioners  hambly 
and  most  earnestly  implore  the  House  not 
to  relax  those  salutary  regulations,  nor  to 
remove  those 'fences  planted  round  the 
venerable  fabric  of  the  united  Church  of 
England  and  Ireland,  and  cemented  in  the 
blood  of  its  martyrs ;  and  that,  influenced 
by  these  considerations,  the  petitioners, 
with  all  humiNtv  and  respect,  offer  this 
expression  of  their  sentiments  lo  the 
House, '  confidently  trusting  that  on  an 
occasion  in  which  the  interests  of  the  re- 
formed religion  «re  so  vitally  concerned, 
the  voice  of  its  ministers  will  not  be  dis« 
regarded,  and  that,  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
House,  they  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  best  maintain  the  Protestant  ascen* 
dancy  rn  Church  and  State,  and  give  sta- 
bility and  permanence  to  the  civil  and 
f  cclesiasticaJ  constitution  of  the  country." 

Three  Petitiona--of  the  clergy  of  the 
archdeaconries  of  Carmarthen,  Cardigan, 
and  Brecon,  in  the  diocese  of  Saint  David 
— were  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  having  heard 
with  great  anxiety  of  the  renewed  exer- 
tions which  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects  are  making  for  the  abolition  of  all 
those  tesu  which  our  forefathers  judged  to 
be  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
iesUnt  establishment  in  Church  and  State, 
And  being  impressed  with  a  deep  convic- 
tion of  the  inestimable  value  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion,  as  professed  by  the 
Churct  of  England  ;  which  they,  esteem 
to  be  not  Ies5  valuable  to  us  than  to  our 
forefathers,  who  established  it,  and  being, 
moreover,  fully  persuaded  that  the  cor- 
ruptions of  Popery,  which  our  pious  and 
▼cnerabie  reformers  laboured  to  eradicate, 
•|nd  resitted  onto  death,  have  not  changed 
toeir  character,  but  are  equally  inimical 
JO  national  liberty  and  to  the  Protestant 
wth,  do  humbly  pray  that  the  House  will 

ot  remove  any  restrictions  which  are 
cT"**k  '**  ^^  security  of  the  Established 
^^urcti  and  Protestant   succession,   nor 


grant  any  concessions  which  may  in  any 
way  endanger  the  blessings  of  the  Re* 
formation." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Winchester,  was 
also  presented  ;  settmg  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners,  while  they  in  all 
humility  submit  to  the  House  their'serioot 
apprehensions  of  the  dangerous  conse* 
qoences  of  conceding  to  the  Roman  Ca« 
tholicsof  the  United  Kingdom  their  clahns 
of  a  total  repeal  of  those  statutes  which 
preclude  them  from  offices  of  trust  and 
power,  at  the  same  time  anxiously  disavow 
every  degree  of  intolerance,  or  any  un* 
charitable  wish  to  controul  or  abridge, 
either  with  regard  to  our  Roman  Catholic 
fellow  subjects,  or  to  Christians  of  any 
other  persuasion  dissenting  from  our 
Church,  the  freest  profession  of  those  opi- 
nions, or  the  most  unrestricted  exercise  of 
that  worship  which  their  conscience  ap- 
proves ;  and  that  they,  however  conceive- 
that  at  no  period  in  the  annals  of  Chris- 
tianity was  this  liberty  more  folly  and 
perfectly  enjoyed  by  those  of*  every 
Christian  persuasion  within  the  United 
Kingdom  than  at  the  present  moment  in 
which  we  live ;  and  these  inestimable  ad- 
vantages the  petitioners  humbly  think 
themselves  warranted  in  attributing,  in 
great  measure,  to  the  ascendency  of  a 
mild  and  tolerant  establishment,  protected 
by  those  enactments  of  which  an  entire 
and  unqualified  repeal  is  now  required; 
and  praying,  that  those  safeguards  which 
our  Protestant  ancestors,  men  eminently 
distinguished  by  their  legislative  pru- 
dence, and  their  zealous  attachment  to 
the  true  principles  of  civil  and  religioua 
liberty,  delivered  down  to  us,  and  iniich 
appear  to  be  still  necessary  to  the  protec- 
tion of  our  constitution  m  Church  and 
State,  to  the  security  of  the  Protestant 
succession  in  the  illustrious  House  of  Ha- 
nover, and  to  the  interests  of  the  Protes* 
tant  religion  in  the  United  Kingdom^ 
may,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  House,  be  pre*, 
served,  so  that  all  the  blessings  experi* 
meatajiy  resulting  from  them  for  mora 
than  a  century  past  may  be,  under  the 
favour  of  Divine  Providence,  transmitted 
unimpaired  to  the  latest  posterity/' 

A  Petition  of  the  bailiflis,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty,  of  Ipswich,  in  great  court 
assembled,  was  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners,  actuated  by  no 
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aeniiments  of  boslilily  towards  their  Ro- 
man Catholic  fellow  lubjects,  and  unin- 
flaenced  by  any  wish  to  restrain  the  free 
exercise  of  religions  opinions^  yet  view 
with  the  most  serious  alarm,  the  efforts 
now  making  to  extend  the  indulgences 
already  granted  to  Papists,  by  conferring 
upon  them  political  prifileges  from  trhich 
they  have  hitherto  been  legally  debarred ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  wilh  a  deference 
befitting  an  appeal  to  the  deliberative 
wisdom  of  pwliament,  beg  permission  re* 
spectfully  to  state  their  conicientioua  per* 
suasion,  that  the  repeal  of  those  laws,  on 
which  the  remaining  Catholic  disabilities 
are  founded,  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit 
and  safety  of  the  British  constitution,  in- 
asmuch, as  in  the  honest  judgment  of  the 
petitioners,  the  restrictions  now  sou^t  to 
be  abolished  have  essentially  contributed 
to  the  preservation  of  those  civil  and  reli* 
gious  institutions  under  which  this  nation 
has  attained  to  an  envied  elevation  of  po- 
litical prosperity ;  and  they  therefore 
earnestly  implore  the  House,  not  to  relax 
in  the  maintenance  of  those  ancient  and 
tried  securities,  which  long  experience 
baa  proved  to  be  the  surest  bulwarks  of 
this  Protestant  Church  and  State,  and  for 
the  continuance  of  which  it  is  their  firm 
belief,  that  as  valid  reasons  now  exist  as 
when  they  were  first  devised  by  the  pro- 
vident wisdom  of  our  ancestors/' 

A  Petition  of  the  gentlemen  clergy  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Angle* 
aey,  was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners,  deeply  as  they 
are  impressed  with  a  just  abhorrence  of  all 

Ssrsecntion  for  difference  of  opinion  in 
ith  or  practice,  and  justly  as  they,  exult 
in  being  members  of  a  national  c^rch 
which  has  ever  shown  tenderness  to  scru* 
polous  consciences  in  the  exercise  of  reli- 
gion, do  nevertheless  humbly  conceive  the 
preservation  of  thatCburch,  as  by  law  esta- 
blished, to  be  their  primary  and  bounden 
duty;  and  that  the  petitioners  rejoiced 
in  the  relief  granted  by  the  Act  of  the  31st 
of  his  present  Majesty  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  but  lament^tbat,  instead 
•f  the  gratitude  and  contentment  which 
that  measure  was  calculated  to  produce, 
it  has  encourased  them  to  advance  claims 
manifestly  subversive  of  the  Protestant 
•slablishiaeiit ;  it  therefore  becomes  the 
4ttty  of  the  petitioners,  and  they  do  most 
bomUy  pray,  that  the  House,  in  any  mea- 
sures which  in  its  wisdom  it  may  adopt 
for  the  fivtiMr  relief  of  the  Roman  Catho* 
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lies  of  Ireland,  will  take  cipeeial  care  that 
those  measures  be  so  framed  as  to  preserve 
that  constitution,  civil  and  religious,  which 
the  petitioners  have  received  from  tbcv 
ancestors,  and  which  it  is  their  SLnxJoas 
wish  to  transmit  unimpaired  to  their  pos- 
terity." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeecoo*  cbrgy, 
and  laity  of  the  aicbdeacoory  ef  Col- 
chester, was  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

<'That  the  petitioners  have  Tiewed, 
with  a  great  decree  of  anxiety  stnd  »- 
tercst,  the  discussions  which  have  froa 
time  to  time  engaged  the  atteotioo  of  the 
Misuse  upon  certain  claims  preferred  by 
his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subiecu  ii 
this  United  Kingdom,  and  have  seen  wiiJ3 
increased  soKcitode  these  claiou  nrg«i 
upon  the  House  with  additiooal  cso- 
fidence  on  the  part  of  the  claimants ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  sincere  friends  to  se- 
ligious  toleration,  and  foitbfiiUy  anited  xr 
the  bonds  of  Christian  charity  to  all  their 
fellow  subjects,  however  differing  froa 
them  in  religious  opinion*  hav^  amen; 
the  many  preferences  which  they  hsfc 
conscientiously  given  to  the  establishH 
Church  of  these  realms,  not  admired  it  the 
least  for  its  mild  ascendancy  over  those 
who  dissent  from  it,  for  its  Christian  ten* 
per  on  all  occasions  towards  them,  sol 
for  its  uniform  moderation ;  and  that,  is- 
floenced  by  these  sentiments,  and  relying 
with  a  confidencci  which  they  trust  nit: 
never  be  disappointed,  on  the  wisdom  of 
the  House,  the  petittoiters  have  hitherto 
forboro  to  express  their  apprehensions  os 
this  very  important  subject,  but  conceiviag 
from  the  measures  they  have  observed, 
and  from  the  exertions  which  have  bees 
adopted,  that  the  same  claims  naay  soog 
be  pressed  with  new  energy  upon  the 
House,  they  feel  it  their  houndeo  dstr 
humbly  to  submit  to  the  Houae^  that,  <a 
their  sincere  and  conscientiona  opinioa* 
these  claims  cannot  be  conceded  in  the 
unlimited  and  unrestricted  application  is 
which  the  petitioners  uaderstasid  ifae^ 
have  been  made,  without  danger  in  their 
immediate  efi*ecu,  and  still  more  in  wha 
the  petitioners  conceive  would  be  their 
unavoidable  consequences  to  that  cca* 
stitution  in  Church  and  State  for  whks 
our  forefathers  in  their  wisdom  ae  atrvat- 
ously,  and  happily  for  up,  so  socceasfolif 
contended,  and  by  which,  under  tut 
mercy  and  protection  of  Divine  Prs* 
vidence,  this  country  has  been  raM 
to  a  state  of  strength  and  prosperity  en* 
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Tied  by  oiker  nalioo^  and  eoj^ed  by 
none ;  and  that,  were  the  ditabilities  and 
diMjaaliiicationa  of  the  pekitionen'  fellow 
aubjecU  profeating  the   Roman  Catholic 
religion  rack  as  would  affect  their  liberty 
of  confcience^  their  free  exerciie  of  reli- 
giona  worship,  or.  any  of  those  prifileges 
which  are  essential  to  the  happiness  of  so* 
cial  or  domestic  life,  the  petitioners  wonld 
be  the  first  to  promote  their  remofal,  hot 
being*  as  they  are,  mere  restraints  against 
poliucal  power,  legislatiTe  authority,  and 
that  influence  in  the  state,  from  which*  for 
the  aecori^  of  oar  reformed  and  esta* 
blished  Church,  it  has  been  deemed  ne- 
cessary by  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  by 
other  acts  of  the  legislature,  which  are 
esteemed  the  very  oasis  of  our  ? alued 
constitntion,  to  exclude  those  who  refuse 
her  communion,  the  petitioners  feel  every 
ground  for  confidence  that  the  House  will 
pause  before  it  compromises  or  infringes 
m  the  first  instance,  those  fundamental 
laws  of  the  sute  by  which  our  religious 
and  ciril  liberties  bare  by  the  wisest  of 
our  statesmen  been  hitherto  considered  as 
best  secured,  and  by  which  our  fevered 
monarch  and  his  august  family  became 
entitled  to  and  seated  on  the  throne ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  aware  that  some 
men  of  enlightened  understandings  dnd 
sincere  professions,  who  are  advocates  for 
the  concession  of  these  claims,  have  been 
forward  in  expressing  a  desire  that  other 
securities  of  the  state  should  be  sobstitnted 
in  the  place  of  the  disabilities  and  restric- 
tions which  now  exist;  but,  as  far  as  the 
petitioners  have  been  able  to  learUf  none 
have  hitherto  been  publicly  proposed,  or 
sufficiently  explained,  to  reconcile  con* 
trarieties  of  Opinion,  or  calculated  to  give 
equal  stability  to  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment, or  to  conduce,  however  desirable, 
to  the  sreneral  satisfaction  and  concord  of 
all  bisMsjesty's  subjecu ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  are  unwilling  to  bring  before 
the  consideration  of  the  House  those  reli- 
gious tenets  which,  however  revered  by 
their  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects,  are 
ttt  their  tendency  and  nature  inconsistent 
with   a   Protestant    ascendancy,    and    a 
Protestant  creed;  they  therefore  merely 
presume   to    submit  to  the   House,   that 
while  the  spiritual  infloeuce  of  the  Pope 
continues     undiminished,    his    temporal 
power  has  become  subject  to  the  uure- 
■trained  controul  of  the  most  inveterate 
and  unrelenting  enemy  his  Majesty  and 
his  dominions  have  ever  known ;  the  pe- 
titioners, therefore,   feel  a  new.  danger, 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


icfa  adds  to  their  solicitude  and  appre- 
hension, in  the  firm  belief  that  this  power 
would  be  exercised  in  every  demree  of  in* 
fluence  which  can  be  acquirea  in  thia 
United  Kingdom  by  the  Catholic  See,  to 
the  immediate  prejudice  and  final  subyer- 
sion*  of  its  religious  and  civil  esublish* 
ment;  and  for  these  considerations,  and 
for  others  which  the  petitioners  confidently 
entrust  to  the  accustomed  vigilance  and 
discernment  of  the  House,  the  petitioners 
are  disposed  firmly  to  believe  that  they 
shall  still  have  the  happiness  of  seeing 
those  securities  which  were  provided  in 
the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  at  the  en* 
lightened  sera  of  the  Revolution,  for  the 
protection  *  of  our  reformed  Church  and 
the  preservation  of  our  civil  liberties, 
faithfully  maintained,  and  in  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  blessings  which,  under  Provi- 
dence, they  have  conferred  on  us,  trans- 
mitted inviolate  to  posterity,  and  remain* 
ing  the  stability  of  our  revered  constitu- 
tion to  a  distant  futurity." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacons  and 
clergy  of  the  archdeaconries  of  Lincoln 
and  Stow,  was  also  presented;  aefting 
forth, 

'« That  most  sincerely  attached  to  that 
reformed  Prbtestant  Church,  of  which 
they  are  ministers,  and  duly  grateful  for 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  which  th%  their 
Church  has  so  long  enjoyed,  the  peti- 
tioners feel  in  their  minds  the  most  se- 
rious apprehension  and  alarm  at  the  claims 
recently  laid  before  parliament  by  tha 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  that,  on  a  careful 
comparison  of  the  object  and  extent  of 
these  claims,  with  the  principles  and  po- 
licy of  those  who  make  them,  the  peti- 
tioners find  themselves  imperiously  called 
upon  to  offer  the  strong,  but  respectful, 
expression  of  their  sentiments,  hi  opposi^ 
tioo  to  such  dangerous  demtods,  conceiv- 
ing that  it  would  be  utterly  contrary  to  all 
reason  and  prudence  to  put  power  in  thai 
hands  of  those  who,  in  spiritual  matters, 
openly  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Papal  authority  within  this  realm,  and 
who,  in  other  respects,  are  welt  known  to 
hold  opinions  incompatible  with  the 
safety  of  the  constitution  i  and  that  having 
amply  experienced  the  efficacy  of  the 
laws,  which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors 
enacted  for  the  protection  of  the  Protes- 
tant establishment,  and  being  thoroughly 
convinced  that  they  contain  in  them  no- 
thing inconsistent  with  religious  toleration^ 
(which  it  is  matter  of  the  highest  satisfac* 

(2G) 


451]    HOUSE-  OF  COMMONS, 

lion  to  (he  petitioners  to  see  the  Roman  | 
Catholics  in  full  and  complete  possession 
off]  they  earnestly  pray  that  these  laws 
may  not  be  repealed,  and  that  if,  notwith- 
standing, for  reasons  which  the  petitioners 
are  not  aware  of,  there  should  appear  to 
the  House  a  paramount  necessity  for  the 
repeal  of  those  laws,  their  next  prayer  is, 
that  the  House  would  substitute  such 
others  in  their  place  as,  though  indifferent 
form,  may  seem  equally  calculated  to 
produce  the  same  effect,  seeing  in  any 
thing  less  strong  than  the  existing  secu- 
rities much  hazard  to  the  Protestant  in« 
terest,  whilst,  from  an  unqualified  com- 
pliancy with  the  demands  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  they  could  look  for  little  else 
than  its  subversion;  and  that,  under  the 
influence  of  these  impressions,  the  peti- 
tioners beg  leave,  with  all  humility  and 
respect^  to  tender  this  their  Petition  to  the 
House,  confidently  trusting,  that  on  an  oc- 
casion in  which  the  interests  of  the  re- 
formed religion  are  so  vitally  concerned, 
the  voice  ofits  ministers  will  not  be  dis- 
regarded ;  and  that  in  the  wisdom  of 'the 
House  they  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
willvb^t  maintain  the  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy in  Church  and  State,  and  ^ive  sta- 
bility and  permanence  to  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  country/' 

A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter, 
archdeacon,  and  clergy  of  Worcester*  was 
also. presented^  setting  forth, 

*<  That  th^y  are  justly  alarmed  at  the 
high  tone  assumed  by  the  Papists  in  Ire- 
land in  their  late  petitions  to  parliament ; 
and  tbkt  the.  petitioners  have  no  wish 
whatever  to  abridge  the  religious  tolera- 
tion they  epjoy,  but  they  dread  an  increase 
of  their  political  power,  and  do  therefore 
most  earnestly  intreat  the  House  in  their 
wisdom  to  consider  whether  such  power, 
if  conceded,  would  not  tend  to  endanger 
the  Protestant  establishment,  interwoven 
with  the  constitution  of  these  realms ;  by 
the  statements  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
themselves,  the  character  of  their  Church 
is  known  to  be  inconsistent  with  our  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  and  to  be  subversive 
of  the  king's  ecclesiastical  supremacy; 
and  that  dear  to  the  petitioners  is  the 
liberty  they  enjoy,  and  revered  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  monarch,  but  dearer 
•till  are  the  tenets  of  our  holy  faith,  and 
the  pure  doctrines  of  our  apostolical 
Church,  wl^ich  by  the  most  sacred  ties  they 
are  boond  to  continue  and  uphold.'' 
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A  Petition  of  the  Protestant  ^KoXry, 
clergy,  and  householders,  within  l£c  dis- 
trict of  Hang  West,  in  the  North  Riding 
of  York,  was  also  pi^sented ;  aettine  forth, 

*'  That,  with  earnest  wishes  to  live  on 
terms  of  amity  and  conciliation  with  their 
Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjecta,  they  feel 
with  concern,  and  observe  with    alum, 
their    strenuous    and   persevering    exer- 
tions to  obtain  the  unqualified  repeal  of 
those  laws  on  which  the  remaining  Roman 
Catholic  disabilities  depend,  and  which, 
if  conceded,  the  petitioners  humbly  con- 
ceive, would  tend   to  subvert  the  Prottt- 
tant  settlement  and  the  principles  of  the 
British  constitution  as  established  at  the 
Revolution ;    and  that,  whenever  the  Ro* 
man  Catholic  Claims  shall  become  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  the   Hoose,  the 
petitioners  humbly  implore,  if  the  Hoose 
in  its. wisdom  should  resolve  that  any  fur- 
ther privileges  (consistent  with  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  the  constitution)  may  be 
safely  granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics, 
that  the  same  may  be  so  goarded  as  lo 
aSbrd  full  and  perfect  security  to  the  Pro- 
testant estahlislunent  in  Church  and  State, 
and  to  shield  it*firom  future  encroach* 
ments." 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
capital  burgesses  of  Harwich,  and  the 
clergy  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  same 
borough,  was  also  presented;  aeitiog 
forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners,  considering  re* 
ligious  toleration  as  one  of  the  moat  strik- 
ing features  in  the  constitution  of  the  onited 
church  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  have 
viewed,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  the 
aradualamelioratioa  of  the  condition  of  their 
Roman  Catholic  brethren,  and  rejoice  in 
seeing  them  possessed  of  the  most  unboand- 
ed  liberty  of  conscience,  and  the  foil,  free, 
and  public  exercise  of  their  religioos 
worship,  together  with  the  most  peifea 
freedom  of  both  plerson  and  property; 
warned,  however,  by  the  reconiing  psige 
of  history,  the  petitioners  look  back  wuh 
horror  to  that  period,  when  armed  with 
political  power,  the  Catholic  religion  de- 
luged this  happy  country  with  blood,  and 
now,  notwithstanding  the  great  respecta- 
bility of  numerous  individuals  attached  to 
that  communion,  the  petitioners  feel  the 
strongest  apprehensions  that  similar  causes 
may,  at  some  future  period,  give  rise  tost* 
milar  events;  and  that  these  apprehension 
are  very  much  increased  by  the  oanoeria 
which    (as  the   petitioners  understand), 
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Ibeir  Romtth  fellow  lobjecu  are  endea* ' 
vouring  to  obtain  political  power  and  aa» 
thority ;  and  they  think  it  a  bad  presage 
of  the  use  hereafter  to  be  made  of  those 
acqaisitions^  when,  instead  of  approaching 
the  House  in  the  language  of  humility^ 
many  of  their  accredited  and  most  popu- 
lar leaders  demand  them  as  their  indis* 
patable  rights,  at  the  same  time  refusing 
to  give  any  adequate  security  in  return  for 
the  preservation  of  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  their  Protestant  brethren;  and 
that  another  weighty  cause  of  apprehen- 
aion  to  the  petitioners  arises  from  the  si* 
tuation  in  which  the  spiritual  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  is  at  present  placed,  he 
being  completely  in  the  power,  and  en- 
tirely  at  the  command,  of  the  most  artful 
and  inveterate  enemy  this  country  ever 
bad  to  contend  with ;  how  the  unbounded 
influence  he  possesses  over  the  minds  of  his 
toa  faithful  adherents  would  be  exercised 
when  tinder  such  controul,  the  petitioners 
consider  so  apparent,  that  they  should  not 
have  submitted  it  to  the  House  but  from 
the  strong  conviction  that  that  influence 
which,  from  the  present  state  of  political 
power  in  this  country  is  innocuous,  would 
then  be  employed  to  arm  our  Catholic  fel- 
low subjects  against  us,  and  might  ulti- 
mately be  productive  of  the  destruction  of 
our  most  glorious  constitution ;  and  that, 
confiding  however  as  the  petitioners  do  in 
the  unshaken  fortitude  and  wisdom  that 
has  hitherto  always  been  displayed  by 
the  House,  in  the  most  trying  emergen- 
cies,  they  humbly  trust  that,  shoutd  it  be 
found  expedient  to  alter  any  of  the  exist* 
ing  laws  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
it  will  be  on  such  terms  as  shall  secure  in* 
violate  to  the  latest  posterity  that  happy 
constitution  in  Church  and  State  which  has 
been  purchased  by  the  dearest  blood  of 
our  ancestors,  and  which  has  so  long  made 
as  the  envy  and  admiration  of  surrounding 
nations.'' 

When  the  Petition  from  Anglesea  was 
presented. 

Sir  Hemy  ParneU  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  statins  some  extraordinary  circum- 
stances  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge 
respecting  the  Petition  now  offered.  At 
the  meeting  which  was  convened  fpr  the 
purpose  of  suggesting  it  to  the  county, 
the  gentleman  who  proposed  it,  made  a 
speech  of  an  hour  ana  three  Quarters  long, 
in  order  to  prevail  upon  his  hearers  to 
adopt  it.  This  addre'ss,  instead  of  detail* 
iog  facts,  or  urging  arguibenta 


claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  was  filled 
from  beginning  to  end  with  quotations 
made  from  the  Anti*Jacobin  Review,  of 
the  Third  Part  of  •'  A  Statement  of  the 
Penal  Laws  affecting  the  Roman  Catholic^*" 
It  was  well  known  to  every  individual  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  subject,  that  this 
third  part  was  -a  malicious  and  contemp* 
tible,  fabrication,  published  for  She  pur* 
pose  of  defeating  the  just  objects  of  m 
much  injured  portion  of  the  king's  sub* 
jects,  and  it  betrayed  the  grossest  igno* 
ranee  on  the  part  of  the  person  who  cited 
it,  as  any  authority  to  justify  a  Petition 
in  opposition  to  their  daims.  This  for* 
gery,  bad,  however,  been  successfully 
employed  on  this  and  on  many  other  oc« 
casions;  it  had  been  circulatef  through* 
out  England  with  an  industry  that  would 
have  well  become  a  better  cause.  Not 
only  was  the  work  itself  transmitted  to 
every  country  town,  to  mislead  the.  igno- 
rant, but  pamphlets  were  written,  and  ar- 
guments employed,  founded  upon  the 
folse  data  supplied  by  this  gross,  malig- 
nant, and  mischievous  imposition  upon 
public  credulity.  The  House  and  the 
country,  from  such  statements,  might 
judge  of  the  weight  due  to  petitions,  most 
frequently  obtained  by  working  upon  the 
feelings,  and  deceiving  the  ignorance  of 
the  people  of  England. 

Dr.  Dfdg^nan  thought  that  the  worthy 
baronet  was  needlessly  alarmed,  since, 
even  supposing  that  the  pamphlet  were 
such  as  he  had  described  it,  it  could  not 
make  that  deep  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  the  sensible  people  of  England  which 
he  had  imagined:  it  was  unfounded  to 
assert,  that  the  petitions  against  the  Ca* 
tholic  demaods  were  founded  upon  state* 
ments  and  arguments  derived  from  the 
Third  Part  of  the  Sutement  of  the  Penal 
Laws.  The  resistance  offered  throughout 
the  country,  and  in  the  House  vihen  the 
debate  should  take  place,  would  be 
grounded  upon  the  first  and  •second  parts  of 
the  Statement  of  the  Penal  Laws,  written 
under  the  direction  of  the  Catholic  com- 
mittee, and  containing  their  exposition  of 
the  grievances  under  which  they- labour. 
He  recommended  the  worthy  baronet  to 
read  them,  that  he  might  be  prepared 
against  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion, if  he  bad  not  already  perused  them  ; 
and  if  he  was  acquainted  with  them,  he 
defied  him  to  maintain  that  they  wero 
not  authorised  by  the  Catholic  body  of 
Ireland. 
.  Sir  H.  PtpniOl  replied,  that  although  hf 
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tM  liolknaw^tMLt  right  the  right  hon.  doc- 
tor had  to  cfttechiae  him,  h^  had  no  oli^ec* 
tioii  to  answer,  that  the  two  fint  paru  of  tha 
Statement  of  the  PeUal  \jwm  were  authen* 
tic :  he  believed  them  to  be  the  prodacr 
tion  of  a  genUeman  iwJio  vras  employed 
by  the  general  body  of  €aibolics»  to  Ihy 
an  esposition  of  the  laws  before  the  pub* 
lie.  He  feared  that  the  learned  ^octbr 
had  not  hiibaelf  perq&ed  them,  or  he  would 
never  baTh  persisted  in  bis  opposition  to 
the  just  rights  of  fuur  millions  of  the  King's 
aubjeeta.  That  the  two  firat  parts  of  the 
Statement  were  accurate  he  had  no  doubt» 
tinee  he  had  found  all  the  references 
made  to  the  statute  book  to  be  correctly 
given. 

•  Dr.  Du^eaan  begged  tb  ask  if  the  hon. 
baronet  did  not  know  that  those  two  first 
parts  were  the  work  of  the  whole  body  of 
Catholics^  . 

Mr. .  Whubrcad  wished  to  make  one  or 
two  observations  on  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  doctor,  who  now  stppeared 
in  the  hey*day  of  his  triumph.  Time 
had  been  when  the  learned  doctor  had 
taken  a  most  active  "part  against  the  Ca* 
thoTics  I  time  had  been,  when  for  a  whole 
aession,  he  had  maintained  a  most  unac- 
countable silence:  the  House  was  now 
threatened  that  a  time  would  come  when 
another  speech  would  be  heard  from  the 
aame  quarter;  and  the  learned  doctor 
took  upon  himself  to  say,  not  only  that  his 
own,  but  that  the  arguments  of  all  gentle- 
men on  that  $ide  of  the  question,  would  be 
(frawn  from  the  two  first  parts  of  the  State- 
ment of  the  Penal  Laws :  they  had  concerted 
together  as  to  the  line  of  their  proceedings, 
and  vthey  were  to  fasten  themselves  on 
what  \h«  learned  doctor  called  the  work 
of  the  whole  Catholic  body.  It  appeared 
that  the  Petition  now  offered  was  founded 
tspon  a  fabrication ;  it  originated  in  a  dis« 
graceful  forgery,  and  the  Houae  was  called 
upon  to  listen  to  the  language  of  those 
who  had  been  cheated'  into  a  resistance  to 
those  claims,  which,  but  for  the  gross  im* 
position,  they  might  have  supported.  The 
third  part  of  the  Statement  purported,  like 
the  two  former^  to  be  the  work  of  a 
Catholic,  but  it  was  in  truth  the  pruduc* 
tion  of  some  venal  Protestant,  who  had 
attributed  to  the  Catholies  sentiments  that 
they  abhorred.  The  learned  doctor  had 
thought  it  right  to  volunteer  a  declaration 
of  the  mode  in  which  his  colleaguea  would 
reaiM  the  reasonable  claims  of  some  moat 
injured  individual!,  and  this  Petition 
would  aflbrd  a  apecimtn  of  the  mode  in 
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which  tbehr  arguldenta  ^oAld  ,be  a^^ontted 
by  the  coimtrT.  Their  .argumenu  were 
founded  In  falshood^  and  theii*  aupport  waa 
obtained  by  finrgery. 

Mr*  Tighc  \AmttvfxA,  that  the  Boraan 
Catbolick  wott(d  conchr  in  any  fact  ad* 
duced  in  th6  two  first  parts  of  the  State- 
ment :    upon  theni.  they  w6ald  willingly 
f^est  their  cause.    Who  was  the  author  of 
this  scandalous  fabrication   he    did    not 
know,  but  he  trusted  that  the  criioinal 
would  soon  be  dragged  from  bia  lorfciof 
place  into  public  view.    Although  it  mait 
be  known  lo  be  a  malicious  calnoiay,  it 
had  bebn  industriously  circulated  free  of 
postage,  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  it  had  actually  issued  from  one  of  the 
jgovernment  presses  of  Ireland.     Whether 
it  were  intended  for  wit  or  for  malice  he 
knew  not**the  author  bad  failed  in  the 
£[>rmer ;  in  the  latter  he  had  been  too  8dc> 
cesslul;  it  was  the  dull  work  of  some  dell 
underscribe  of  the  Irish  government ;  its 
dullness  was  only  exceeded  by    the  sto* 
pidity  of  those  who  could  for  a  momcDk 
give  credit  to  it. 

Mr.  B.  Paga  adverted  to  the  nomher 
of  respectable  signatures  affixed  to  the 
Petition ;  it  had  been  in  Beaumaris  only 
two  days,  and  yet  SOC)  names  were  aeb* 
scribed. 

Mr.  GrMan  remarked,  that  the  Third 
Part  of  the  Statement  of  the  Penal  Laws 
had  been  expressly  denied  by  ihe  CatlM^ 
lies  of  Ireland  to  have  originated  with 
them,  and  he  read  to  the  House  the  M* 
lowing  Resolution  the  body  had  come  to 
upon  the  subject,  on  the  6th  instant,  at 
Dublin:-—"  Resolved,  that  a  pamphlet 
entitled  '  The  Third  Part  of  a  Stotemcnt 
of  the  Penal  Laws  which  aggriere  the 
Catholics,'  having  been  indostriouaiy  cir- 
culated throughout  England,  for  the  ma- 
nifest purpose  of  misleading  our  fellow 
subjects,  and  counteracting  the  growing 
liberality  of  sentiment,  is  now  disclaimed 
by  the  Catholic  Board,  who  cannot  sup- 
press their  astonishment  at  the  success  of 
the  imposition :  that  the  said  pamphlet  ia 
a  gross  and  defamatory  mis-statemeDt«-« 
malignant  and  malicious  forgery,  dan* 
dering  our  views  and  principlea  ■  mia> 
representing  our  just  and  reasonable  com- 
plaints—-falsely  purporting  to  be  the  ao- 
thorised  publication  of  the  Catholic  Boardi 
and  really  originating  in  a  venal  branch 
ef  the  Dublin  press,  and  which,  however 
received  and  creditejd  in  the  sister  couih 
try,  has  not  imposed  upon  a  aiiigla  iodivi- 
doal  in  tbii/'— Tha  right  hon.  geatlemao 
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submitted,  that  p^tiolis  retting  ilpoik  socb 
a  basis,  coald  be  entiUcd  to  no  respect  in 
tbat  Hoose  or  the  nation. 

Mr.  Ptel  rose  in  d>nseqaence  of  whet 
fell  from  the  hon.  member  who  had  ac- 
cused the  Irish  government  of  being  the 
aathor  of  the  work  in  question.  To-night 
he  bad  heard,  for  the  first  time,  from  what 
preM  it  bad  issued,  add  he  only  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  fact  of  the  poblica* 
tion,  by  receiving  a  copy  of  it,  accompa* 
nied  by  a  letter  from  the  anonymooi 
author.  How  far  it  was  necessary  mr  tfie 
Catholics  to  attempt  to  counteract  its  eflect, 
he  would  not  determine.  It  was  said  that 
no  assertion  or  quotation  made  in  the  two 
former  parts  were  incorrect ;  it  might  not 
be  amiss  to  apprise  the  House,  that  the 
printer  of  them,  a  few  days  since,  was 
convicted  of  a  libel,  charging  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  with  deliberate  murder. 

Mr.  Whitbread.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  beard  it  said,  that  because'aman  had 
been  found  guilty  of  a  libel,  he  could  not 
correctly  quote  an  act  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Caninnrt  from  his  own  personal  ex- 
perience could  jdeclare,  that  this  fabrica- 
tion, in  more  than  one  instance,  had  pro- 
duced an  improper  impression :  it  had  in- 
duced persons  before  friendly  to  concilia- 
tion to  become  hostile  to  it,  upon  the 
perusal  of  the  work.  Of  this  fact  he  was 
apprized  by  letters  be  had  obtained  from 
several  persons  of  respectability,  who  as- 
sured him,  that  op  to  the  moment  before 
they  read  this  forgerj^,  they  were  in  fa* 
▼our  of  the  Catholics;  and  that  their 
change  of  sentiment  was  entirely  to  be 
attributed  to  it.  He  had  never  himself 
read  it ;  but  if  it  were  what  it  was  stated 
to  be,  he  was  happy  that  so  public  a  dis« 
avowal  had  been  given. 

The  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

STAacH  PaoHiBiTiOK  BiLL.]  Mr.  Ael 
•tated,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  per- 
sist in  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  on  the  preceding  evening,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  exporta- 
tion, from  Ireland  to  this  oonotry,  of 
starch  and  blue.  In  abandoning  the  mea- 
sure, however,  he  was  not  influenced  by 
any  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  by  tile 
right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Newport)  in  the 
short  discussion  which  took  place  last 
night.  For  he  did  not  see  the  impro- 
priety of  preventing  the  export  of  those 
artittes  froMi  Iceland,  when  their  maifa- 
factore  Ms  sai|KeMed  b^.  ^Indeed,  tf 


the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
that  the  strict  letter  of  the  Act  of  Union 
should  be  adhered  to,  were  pushed  to  its 
foil  extent,  it  might  be  said,  that  thoogbj 
by  iu  provisions,  they  were  allowed  to 
legislate  for  cbm,  flour,  meil,  and  btscniti 
yet  they  must  not  legislate  for  bread. 
The  suspension  of  the  manufacture  in  £ng« 
land,  had  occasioned  unbounded  specula^ 
tion  in  the  sister  country ;  and  he  had 
received  a  letter  fiom  a  gentleman  in  KiU 
kenny,  stating,  that  a  person  there  had 
thrown  up  the  busmess  •  of  a  tanner,  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  his  premises  into  a 
starch  manufactory.  Such '  speculations 
as  these  must  necessarily  consume  a  vast 
proportion  of  groin,  proper  for  the  suste- 
nance  of  man.  For  the  sake  of  encoti«* 
raging  the  manufactures  of  Ireland,  when 
the  restriction  took  place  in  England,  it  waa 
not  extended  to  the  former  country,  there* 
fore,  he  argued,  that.  If  there  was  an  infirac- 
tion  of  the  Act  of  Union,  it  was  in  favour 
of  Ireland.  He  then  stated,  that  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exohe* 
quer,  having  some  reason  to  doubt  whether 
the  Starch  Restriction  Act,  introduced  by 
him  last  session,  was  so  efifectual  as  he 
hoped,  in  preventing  the  manufacture  of 
that  article^  intended  to  repeal  it :  and  it 
was  considered  better  that  the  subjects  of 
both  countries,  in  compliance  with  one  of 
the  articles  of  the  Act  of  Union,  should  be 
put  on  an  equality,  by  permitting  each  of 
them  to  proceed  in  the  manufacture,  than 
by  prohibiting  them  both. 

Mr.  Pomo^  did  not  mean  to  diacntt 
the  merits  of  the  measure  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  abandoned ;  but  he  wished 
to  observe,  in  consequence  of  what  fell 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  it  ought  not 
to  weigh  with  the  House,  whether  an  in- 
fraction of  the  Act  of  Union  benefited  the 
manufacturer  of  this  country  or  of  Ire* 
land;  their  only  doty  was,  to  maintain 
the  Act  as  it  stood.  The  articles  were 
equally  binding  on  both  countries,  and  all 
the  House  had  to  do  was  to  see  that  they 
were  strictly  complied  with. 

The  CkmieeUar  ^  the  Exchequer  cancvr- 
red  in  the  justice  of  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man's  observation ;  but  was  of  opinioii 
that  the  measure  of  his  hon.  friend,  if  car» 
ried  into  effect,  would  not  have  been  con* 
trary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Articles  of  Union* 
He  then  moved  that  the  British  Starch 
Prohibition  Bill  be  entered  at  read;  and 
gave  notice,  that  he  Would  to-morrow 
move  that  it  he  taken  into  cdnsideration 
by  m  OMMuitgfi^or  tfthiHttle  Vk^ihi 
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ilercaqh  rose  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Vice  Chancellor's  Bill,  in  doing 
whfich  he  entered  at  large  into  the  causes 
which  rendered  tbe  creation  of  such  an 
office  advisable,  and«  stated  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  propose  the  Bill.  He  first  took  a  view' 
of  the  necessity  which  existed  for  adopt- 
ing some  measure  of  the  Ignd  ;  this  neces- 
sity he  contended  was  indisputable,  and 
therefore  the  House  bad  no  option  but  to 
balance  between  it  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  imperfections  in  any  remedy  they 
might  think  fit  to  apply  on  the  other.  Of 
its  necessity  it  was  not  too  much  to  say, 
that  if  some  mode  were  not  devised  to  ren- 
der that  judicial  portion  of  our  constitu- 
tion equal  to  its  labours,  the  wbole  of  the 
judicial  code  of  the  country  must  be  af- 
fected, and  great  injury  done  to  the  subject 
from  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  timely 
redress  in  any  suit.  As  a  proof  of  this, 
he  needed  only  to  state,  that  there  was  at 
present  in  the  House  of  Lords  an  arrear  of 
280  Appeals,  which  at  an  average  of  the 
rate  in  which  such  causes  had  been  de- 
cided, could  not  be  determined  in  less 
than  eleven  years.  This  in  itself  was  a 
cr^'ing  grievance  to  suitors,  but  the  evil 
did  not  rest  here.  It  was  not  confined  to 
the  mere  suitors  in  those  cases  (great  as 
the  hardship  was  to  be  lamented  as  affect- 
ing them  alone),  but  by  the  delay  in  ruling 
disputed  points  of  law,  the  number  of  Ap- 
peals themselves  were  greatly  augmented; 
for  in  the  determination  of  these  causes 
might  be  involved  some  principles,  which, 
till  a  decision  was  obtained,  kept  the  sub- 
ject in  ignorance  of  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  multiplied  litigation.  Thus  the  mis- 
-chief  was  not  peculiar,  but  extended,  and 
the  cause  of  its  own  increase.  The  House 
must  also  feel  that  this  dela^  offered  a 
strong  temptation  to  the  ill-disposed,  and 
encouraged  persons  to  present  Appeals  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  postponing  the  ef- 
fects of  judgments;  as  it  was  obvious, 
that  by  moving  into  the  House  of  Lords 
they  could  put  off  the  decision  for  a  term 
of  yeass.  An  adversary,  by  the  mere  fact 
of  interposing  himself  between  a  decree 
and  the  beneficial  effect  of  it  upon  the 
successful  suitor,  might  deprive  him  of 
that  advantase  and  of  the  justice  awarded 
to  him  for  eleyen  years.  Without  there- 
fore enlarging  further  upon  this  sobject, 
he  would  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
House  must  feel  that  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  tbt  legislatare  to  find  out  some 
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remedy  for  evils  of  this  magoitade.  A 
more  important  question  had  not  been 
submitted  to  their  consideration  Ibr  a 
length  of  time,  and,  much  as  they  had 
been  occupied  by  weighty  a&irs^  l« 
could  not  help  regretting,  that  it  had  net 
be^n  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period. 
It  had  been  imagined  by  some  that  tbe 
nature  of  the  proposed  measure  wras  merelv 
to  relieve  the  Court  of  Chsncery  from  tbt 
pressure  of  business ;  but  this  was  a  mu- 
take,  as  would  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Peers.  The  first  cf 
these  Resolutions  was  directed  to  tbe  aJ« 
most  total  stagnation  of  business  in  tbi*. 
House,  and  proved  that  the  remedy  vti 
not  addressed  to  the  Court  of  Chance^ 
originally,  but  to  this  total  stagnation  of 
all  business  in  the  supreme  court  of  ap- 
peal :  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  onlycaac 
into  the  second  Resolution,  to  shew  iba: 
the  state  of  business  there  was  soch  thit, 
by  bringing  a  remedy  from  that  cosrt, 
they  would  occasion  as  great  mn  evil  a 
they  removed.  It  was,  he  concetvedj  the 
duty  of  the  Commons  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, on  viewing  tbe  proposition  be^ 
them,  to  see  in  the  first  instance  if  any  re* 
medy  could  be  epplied  by  tbe  Lord« 
themselves  by  a  ditterent  mode  of  exe- 
cuting their  judicial  functions,  witbosi 
creating  any  new  office.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject they  had  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  is 
grave  decisionjiand  without  sacrificing  any 
part  of  their  independence,  it  woold  bf 
right  to  look  at  tbe  weighty  recommeada* 
tions  with  which  this  Bill  came  n>  thca 
from  tbe  other  House,  it  was  founded  oo  a 
most  elaborate  investigation,  and  had  tk 
entire  concurrence  of  not  only  all  tbe 
high  legal  authorities  who  sat  in  that 
House,  but  also  of  the  leading  political 
characters  of  every  description.  All 
parties  agreed  in  the  principle  and  ia 
the  detail  of  the  measure,  and  it  therefore 
came  to  them  sanctioned  by  all  the  wetglit 
and  consideration  due  to  tbe  other  Hoast 
of  Parliament.  It  had  been  soggestcd 
that  the  Lords  might  by  some  new  dis- 
tribution of  their  duties  get  over  the  ai^ 
rear  of  causes .  now  before  them,  and  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  similar  arrears  to 
future.  To  accomplish  this  it  was  thoogbt 
they  might  sit  after  the  session  for  the  ge« 
neral  political  business  of  the  country  wm 
closed,  and  continue  for  a  time  to  d»- 
charge  their  judicial  functions.  Sorely, 
if  there  exuted  an  objection  to  wuj  other 
mode  of  remedy  for  the  evil  aaan  rnnova- 
ttout  it  was  evident  thai  in  resoclipg  to  this 
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in  order  to  prevent   the    innovation  of 
creating  a  new  officer,  tbey  woald   be 
guilty  of  a  still  greater  innovation  upon 
the  comtituiion.    To  suppose    that   the 
Lords  would   remain  in  town,  after  the 
other  affairs  of  parliament  were  dispatched, 
for  this  purpose,  was  a  visionary  hope,  and 
one  upon  which  no  wise  statesman  would 
act.     Besides,  there  was  a  decided  consti« 
tutional  objection  against  it  which  was, 
that  it  could  not  be  done  without  trench- 
ing upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  in 
the    imporUnt  privilege    of   proroguing 
parliament.    It  must  put,  the  crown  into 
the    delicate  and  awkward  situation    of 
either  permitting  parliament  to  sit  after 
the  national  business  for  which  it  had 
been  assembled  was  finished,  or  of  doing 
injustice  to  the  claimants  who  were  at  their 
bar.    As  to  the  House  of  Lords  appointing 
a  committee  or  delegation  of  its  mei^bers, 
such  a  measure  would  also  be  repugnant 
to  the  constitution ;  and  he  apprehended 
that  a  further  sitting  of  the  whole  House 
was  not  to  be  expected  from  its  diligence. 
Indeed  they  had  no  right  to  expect  from 
the  House  of  Lords,  that  tbey  would  de« 
part  from  their  usual  habits  of  sitting; 
and  the  evil  would  not  be  remedied  by  it 
even  were 'their  lo^'dships  to  consent,  in* 
stead  of  five*  months  to  sit  for  twice  that 
term,  unless  gentlemen  were  prepared  to 
encounter  the  other  evil,  namely,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  should  not  be  the  pre-' 
siding    officer  in   the   House    of   Peers. 
VVithoot  this,  the  remedy  thus  projected 
would  be  only  to  exchange  one  evil  for 
another,  and  transfer  the  arrears  from  the 
House  of  Lords  to  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
by  occupying  the  time  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  the  former,  which,  during  the 
recess,  he  now  devoted  to  the  latter.^— 
With  respect  to  the  project  for  withdraw- 
ing the  Lord  Chancellor  from  presiding  in 
the  appellant  jurisdiction,  it  was  hot  neces- 
sary to  go  into  detail.     As  far  as  he  had 
watched  the  discussions  upon  this  subject, 
no  question  had  been  made  as  to  the  sepa* 
ration  of  tho  office  of  Speaker  from  that  of 
Chancellor,  which  had  been  formerly  so 
long  litigated  and   favourably  considered 
by  some  high  authorities,  in  the  noble 
lord's  opinion  erroneously,  as  tending  to 
cast  a  shade  upon  the  dignity  of  the  pre* 
sidency  of  the  House  of  Peers.    The  first 
statesmen  who  had  turned  their  attention 
to  this  point,  bad  unanimously  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  such  an  alteration  would  de- 
rogate from  the  dignity  of  the  House.     It 
was  alto  evident  that*  no  other  individual 


could  be  found  to  discharge  this  laboriona 
duty.    No  doubt  there  were  several  emi« 
nent  peers  capable  of  performing  this,  but 
it  was  too  much  to  think  of  building  a  per- 
manent measure  upon  theexistenceorcon- 
veoiency  of  peers,  not  of  necessity  bound  so 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  public  service. 
It  had  been  objected  to  the  present  mea- 
sure, that  it  would  tend  to  alter  the  habita 
of  the  Chancellor,  and  by  confining  him  to 
his  appellant  jurisdiction,  deprive  him  of 
his  Chancery  knowledge ;  but  it  might  be 
answered,  that  the  confinement  of  the  of- 
ficer to  the  jurisdiction  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  would  equally  deprive  him  of  such 
a  knowledge  of  the  equity  and  practice  of 
Chancery  as  would  enable  him  to  come  to 
competent   decisions    upon    those    cases 
which  came    before  that    House    as    a 
court  of  appeal :   so  that  the  evil  com- 
plained of  could  not  be  cured  without  a 
violation  of  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, or  the  creation  of  a  correspondent 
evil.    If  this  were  true  (and   the  noble 
lord  knew  of  no  flaw  in  its  reasoning,)  the 
question  was  from  what  quarter  could  aid 
be  drawn ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  only 
from  that  now  gfroposed  that  aid  could  be 
drawn  safely  and  with  advantage.     The 
question  then  was,  (there  being  a  neces* 
sity  to  provide  some  aid  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery)  whether  it  could   be    drawn 
from  the  other  courts  of  law,  or  whether 
tbey  must  erect  a  new  officer  ?   In  the 
Court  of  Chancery  itself  there  was  a  great 
if  not  a  growing  arrear — a  great  calamity 
for  which  there  appeared  to  be  no  remedy, 
unless  by  creating  a  correspondent  evil 
elsewhere,  for  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
not  called  in  aid  the  assistance  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rollsi  it  was  only  because 
that  could  not  be  done  without  creating  a 
corresponding   evil  in  the  Rolls   Court. 
None  of  the  other  courts  were  in  a  situation 
to  alibrd  help,  but  were  all  so  pressed  with 
business  that  the  judged,  with  all  the  dili- 
gence they  used,  could  Jiot  cope  with  the 
exceu,  and  discharge  their  duties  fully. 
The  Court  of  Chancery,  too,  could  only 
fitly  draw  aid  from  a  court,  the  decisions 
of  which  rested  on  similar  principles  of 
equity,  and  were  analagous  to  its  own,  for 
though  there  were  upon  the  benches  of 
the  Courts  of  King's- bench  and  (he  be* 
lieved)  Common  Pleas,  individuals    who 
had,  at  a  former  period  of  their  lives,  been 
eminent  in  Chancery  practice,  yet  there 
was  no  Court  in  Westmiuster*hall,  except 
jtbe  Coortof  Exchequer,  which  acted  npon 
principles  of  equity ;  and  so  far  from  thai 
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Vice  Chancellor's-  Bill.]  Lord  Com* 
threa^h  rose  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Vice  Chancellor's  Bill,  in  doing 
which  he  entered  at  large  into  the  causes 
which  rendered  the  creation  of  such  an 
office  adfisable,  and.  staled  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  propose  the  Bill.  He  first  took  a  vieW 
of  the  necessity  which  existed  for  adopt- 
ing some  measure  of  the  ignd  ;  this  neces- 
sity he  contended  was  indisputable,  and 
therefore  the  House  had  no  option  but  to 
balance  between  it  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  imperfections  in  any  remedy  they 
might  think  fit  to  apply  on  the  other.  Of 
its  necessity  it  was  not  too  much  to  say, 
that  if  some  mode  were  not  devised  to  ren- 
der  that  judicial  portion  of  our  constitu* 
tion  equal  to  its  labours,  the  whole  of  the 
judicial  code  of  the  country  must  be  af- 
fected, and  great  injury  done  to  the  subject 
from  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  timely 
redress  in  any  suit.  As  a  proof  of  this, 
he  needed  only  to  state,  that  there  was  at 
present  in  the  House  of  Lords  an  arrear  of 
280  Appeals,  which  at  an  average  of  the 
rate  in  which  such  causes  had  been  de- 
cided, could  not  be  determined  in  less 
than  eleven  years.  This  in  itself  was  a 
crying  grievance  to  suitors,  but  the  evil 
did  not  rest  here.  It  was  not  confined  to 
the  mere  suitors  in  those  cases  (great  as 
the  hardship  was  to  be  lamented  as  affect- 
ing them  alone),  but  by  the  delay  in  ruling 
disputed  points  of  law,  the  number  of  Ap- 
peals themselves  were  greatly  augmented; 
for  in  the  determination  of  these  causes 
might  be  involved  some  principles,  which, 
till  a  decision  was  obtained,  kept  the  sub- 
ject in  ignorance  of  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  multiplied  litigation.  Thus  the  mis- 
-chief  was  not  peculiar,  but  extended,  and 
the  cause  of  its  own  increase.  The  House 
must  also  feel  that  this  delay  offered  a 
•trong  temptation  to  the  ill-disposed,  and 
encouraged  persons  to  present  Appeals  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  postponing  the  ef- 
fects of  judgments;  as  it  was  obvious, 
that  by  moving  into  the  House  of  Lords 
they  could  put  off  the  decision  for  a  term 
of  yeais.  An  adversary,  by  the  mare  fact 
of  mterpOsing  himself  between  a  decre"^ 
and  the  beneficial  effect  of  it  upon  the 
auccessful  suitor,  might  deprive  him  of 
that  advantage  and  of  the  justice  awarded 
to  him  for  ekven  years.  Without  there- 
fore enlarging  further  upon  this  subject, 
he  wonld  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
House  must  feel  that  it  was  the  boonden 
duty  of  kbt  legialalure  to  find  out  Mne 


Vke  Omselhr'i  Ml  [460 

remedy  for  evils  of  this  magnitude.  A 
more  important  question  had  not  been 
submitted  to  their  consideration  for  a 
length  of  time,  and,  much  as  they  had 
been  occupied  by  weighty  affairs,  be 
could  not  help  regretting,  that  it  had  not 
been  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period. 
It  had  been  imagined  by  some  that  the 
nature  of  the  proposed  measure  was  merely 
to  relieve  the  Court  of  Chancery  from  the 
pressure  of  business;  but  this  was  a  mis- 
take, as  would  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Peers.  The  first  of 
thes^  Resolutions  was  directed  to  the  al- 
most total  stagnation  of  business  in  that 
House,  and  proved  that  the  remedy  was 
not  addressed  to  the  Court  of  Chancery 
originally,  but  to  this  total  stagnation  of 
all  business  in  the  supreme  court  of  ap- 
peal :  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  only  came 
into  the  second  Resolution,  to  shew  that 
the  state  of  business  there  was  such  that, 
by  bringing,  a  remedy  from  that  court, 
they  would  occasion  as  great  an  evil  as 
they  removed.  It  was,  he  conceived,  the 
duty  of  the  Commons  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, on  viewing  the  proposition  before 
them,  to  see  in  the  first  instance  if  any  re- 
medy could  be  epplied  by  the  Lords 
themselves  by  a  different  mode  of  exe- 
cuting their  judicial  functions,  without 
creating  any  new  office.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject they  had  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  in 
grave  decision^  and  without  sacrificins  any 
part  of  their  independence,  it  would  be 
right  to  look  at  the  weighty  recommenda- 
tions with  which  this  Bill  came  to  them 
from  the  other  House.  It  was  founded  on  a 
most  elaborate  investigation,  and  had  the 
entire  concurrence  of  not  only  all  the 
high  legal  authorities  who  sat  in  that 
House,  but  also  of  the  leading  political 
characters  of  e?ery  description.  All 
parties  agreed  in  the  principle  and  in 
the  detail  of  the  measure,  and  it  therefore 
came  to  them  sanctioned  by  all  the  weight 
and  consideration  due  to  the  other  House 
of  Parliament.  It  had  been  suggested 
that  the  Lords  might  by  some  new  dis* 
tribotion  of  their  duties  get  oYer  the  ar» 
rear  of  causes .  now  before  them,  and  pre* 
vent  the  recurrence  of  similar  arrears  in 
future.  To  accomplish  this  it  was  thought 
they  miffht  sit  after  the  session  for  the  ge* 
neral  political  business  of  the  country  was 
closed,  and  continue  for  a  time  to  dis- 
charge their  judicial  functions.  Surely, 
if  there  existed  an  objection  to  any  other 
mode  of  remedy  for  the  evil  m  an  innova* 
iioo^  it  was  efident  thai  ia  resortiiig  to  Ihi » 


461] 


Vict'Cian€ett<fr*$BaU 


'Fit.  II,  1813. 


C4es 


in  order  to  prevent   the    ionoTation  of 
creaiing  a  new  officer,  they  would  be 
guilty  of  a  still  greater  ionovatioti  upon 
the   constitution.    To  suppose    that   the 
Lords  would   remain  in  town,  afler  the 
other  affairs  of  parliament  were  dispatched, 
for  this  purpose,  was  a  visionary  hope,  and 
one  upon  which  no  wise  statesman  would 
act.     Besides,  there  was  a  decided  consti- 
tutional  objection  against  it  which  was, 
that  it  could  not  be  done  without  trench- 
ing upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  in 
the    important  privilege    of   proroguing 
parliament.    It  must  put  the  crown  into 
the    delicate  and  awkward  situation    of 
either  permitting  parliament  to  sit  after 
the  national  business  for  which  it  had 
been  assembled  was  finished,  or  of  doing 
injuftice  to  the  claimants  who  werdat  their 
bar*    As  to  the  House  of  Lords  appointing 
a  committee  or  delegation  of  its  mei^bers, 
such  a  measure  would  also  be  repugnant 
to  the  constitution ;  and  he  apprehended 
that  a  further  sitting  of  the  whole  Hoose 
was  not  to  be  expected  from  its  diligence. 
Indeed  they  had  no  right  to  expect  from 
the  House  of  Lords^  that  they  would  de- 
part from  their  usual  habits  of  sitting; 
and  the  evil  would  not  be  remedied  by  it 
eTen  were 'their  lo*'dships  to  consent,  in- 
stead of  five 'months  to  sit  for  twice  that 
term,  unless  gentlemen  were  prepared  to 
encounter  the  other  evil,  namely,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  should  not  be  the  pre«^ 
tiding    officer  in   the  Hoose    of  Peers. 
Without  this,  the  remedy  thus  projected 
would  be  only  to  exchange  one  evil  for 
another,  and  transfer  the  arrears  from  the 
House  of  Lords  to  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
by  occupying  the  time  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  the  former,  which,  during  the 
recess,  he  now  devoted  to  the  latter«*- 
With  respect  to  the  project  for  withdraw- 
ing the  Lord  Chancellor  from  presiding  in 
the  appellant  jurisdiction,  it  was  hot  neces- 
sary to  go  into  detail.     As  far  as  he  had 
watched  the  discussions  upon  this  subject, 
no  question  had  been  made  as  to  the  sepa» 
ration  of  the  office  of  Speaker  from  that  of 
Chancellor,  which  had  been  formerly  so 
long  litigated  and   favourably  considered 
by  some  high  authorities,  in  the  noble 
lord's  opinion  erroneously,  as  tending  to 
cast  a  shade  upon  the  dignity  of  the  pre- 
sidency of  the  House  of  Peers.    The  first 
statesmen  who  had  turned  their  attention 
to  this  point,  had  unanimously  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  such  an  alteration  would  de- 
rogate from  the  dignity  of  the  House.     It 
was  alto  evident  that'  no  other  individual 


could  be  ibund  to  discharge  this  laborioos 
doty.    No  doubt  there  were  several  emi* 
nent  peers  capable  of  performing  this,  but 
it  was  too  much  to  think  of  building  a  per- 
manent measure  upon  the  existence  or  con* 
veniency  of  peer8,not  of  necessity  bound  so 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  public  service* 
It  had  been  objected  to  the  present  mea* 
sure,  that  it  would  tend  to  alter  the  habits 
of  the  Chancellor,  and  by  confining  him  to 
his  appellant  jurisdiction,  deprive  him  of 
his  Chancery  knowledge ;  but  it  might  be 
answered,  that  the  confinement  of  the  of* 
ficer  to  the  jurisdiction  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  would  equally  deprive  him  of  such 
a  knowledge  of  the  equity  and  practice  of 
Chancery  as  would  enable  him  to  come  to 
competent   decisions    upon    those    cases 
which  came    before  that    House    as    a 
court  of  appeal :    so  that  the  evil  com- 
plained of  could  not  be  cured  without  a 
violation  of  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, or  the  creation  of  a  correspondent 
evil.    If  this  were  true  (and  the  noble 
lord  knew  of  no  flaw  in  iu  reasoning,)  the 
question  was  from  what  quarter  could  aid 
be  drawn;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  only 
from  that  now  jgyr oposed  that  aid  could  be 
drawn  safely  and  with  advantage.     The 
question  then  was,  (there  being  a  necei* 
sity  to  provide  some  aid  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery)  whether  it  could   be   drawn 
from  the  other  courts  of  law,  or  whether 
they  most  erect  a  new  officer  ?   In   the 
Court  of  Chancery  itself  there  was  a  great 
if  not  a  growing  arrear-*a  great  calamity 
for  which  there  appeared  to  be  no  remedy, 
unless  by  creating  a  correspondent  evil 
elsewhere,  for  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
not  called  in  aid  the  assistance  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rollsi  it  was  only  because 
that  could  not  be  done  without  creating  a 
corresponding    evil  in  the  Rolls   Court. 
None  of  the  other  courts  were  in  a  situation 
to  afford  help,  but  were  all  so  pressed  with 
business  that  the  judged,  with  all  the  dili- 
gence they  used,  could  .not  cope  with  the 
excess,  and  'discharge  their  duties  fully. 
The  Court  of  Chancery,  too,  could  only 
fitly  draw  aid  from  a  court,  the  decisions 
of  which  rested  on  similar  principles  of 
equity,  and  were  analagous  to  its  own,  for 
though  there  were  upon  the  benches  of 
the  Courts  of  King's- bench  and  (he  be* 
lieved)  Common  Pleas,  individuals    who 
had,  at  a  former  period  of  their  lives,  been 
eminent  in  Chancery  practice,  yet  there 
was  no  Court  in  Westminster -hall,  except 
^the  Court  of  Exchequer,  which  acted  upon 
principles  of  equity ;  and  so  far  firom  thai 
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CMirt  bting  able  to  afibrd  tkttn  Ibe  aid 
ibey  reqaicedf  ibere  bad  been  aeiriooi  pro- 
posal! lor  requiring  an  additional  eflSbctiFe 
judge  tbece,  where  the  arrear  of  basinets 
was   even  more    pressing  than    in    the 
GkMirt  of  Chancery ;   and  the  difficulties 
ifnder    which    aottors    laboured   rather 
called  for  a  legislative  remedy  of  their 
own«  than   offered  a   resource.     If  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  could  not  supply  the 
want,  no  other  court  in  Westminster-ball 
could.      It  was  thought  impossible  there- 
fore«  that  the  remedy  could  be  expected 
fsom  any  of  the  courts  in  Westminiter- 
balL     It  was  very  generally  supposed, 
that  the  measure  now  proposed  would  be 
the  means  of  causing  mnuvations  in  the 
mode  of  conductins  business  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.    NoUiiog  could  be  more  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  on  which 
the  Bill  was  founded,  than  such  a  suppo- 
sition.   Such  had  been  the  growth  of  legal 
business  since  the  two  unions  which  had 
been  so  happily  e&cted  between  £ng^ 
land  with  Scodand  and  Ireland^  and  the 
consequent  increase  of  the  industry  and 
wealth  of  the  wbole  kingdom.    If  judges 
bad  struggled  under  thu  press  of  business 
io  long,  It  was  only  a  proof  of  their  dili- 
gence and  zeal,  as  well  as  of  their  inte- 
grity*   The  measure  proposed  would  be 
Ibe  smallest  departure  from  ancient  prac- 
iice,  and  so  little  of  an  innovation^  that  in 
lieu  of  giving  the  Chancellor  the  privilege 
of  oalling  in  the  assistance  of  the  nine 
puisne  judges,  together  with  two  masters 
f n  Chancery,  as  he  now  might  do,  it  gave 
him  a  permanent  instead  of  a  temporary 
amtaoce.     It  was  a  mere  change  to  this 
extent.    The  Chancellor   bad    now  the 
privilege  of  calling  in  the  assistance  of 
Ibe  Master  of  the  Rolls;  and  when  he  as- 
fisted  the  Chancellor,  he  was  as  much 
under  ihe  direction  of  the  Chancellor  as 
Ibe  judges  under  a  commission,  or  the 
Vice-Chancellor  proposed.     The   object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  afibrd  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor a  permanent,  instead  of  a  temporary 
assistance  in  the  transaction  of  the  bu- 
ainett  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.    The  af- 
fording tunistance  in  the  transaction  of 
business,  certainly  did  not  imply  any  in- 
novation    in    the   mode    of   transacting 
it;   and  the  very  reverse  of  innovation 
mas    the    object   of    the   measure    then 
vnder  diacussion.     The  functions  of  the 
officer  whpm  it  waji  proposed  to  appoint, 
were  not  .differeni  from  those  who  were 
appointed  commissionerj,  and  he  repeated 
it,  that  when  the  Master  of  the  Soils  was 
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able  notwithatanding  the  pressure  of  his 
business  Io  assist  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
auistance  which  he  afibrded  was  not  dif« 
ferent  from  that  which  would  be  given  by 
Ihe  new  officer.  The  objection  which  was 
made,  by  comparing  ^e  ^vil  which  the 
Bill  would  produce  with  that  frhieh  it 
would  remedy,  instead  of  really  operating 
against  the  Bill,  was  a  powerful  argument 
in  its  favour.  For  after  a  fair  comparative 
view  of  the  two  evils,  the  magnitude  of 
that  which  it  remedied,  was  so  strikingly 
contrasted  with  the  diminutive  nature  of 
the  evil  which  it  could  produce,  that  there 
was  little  room  for  hesitating  to  decide  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.    He  had  formerly  mm- 
(ioned  that  the  present  measure  would  not 
cause  any  additional  expence  to  the  pub- 
lic, though  it  would  be  productive  of  so 
great  benefit  to  the  suitors  in  Chancer^, 
ft  had  been  alleged  that  it  would,  but  he 
should  be  able  to  satisfy  the  House  that  it 
would  be  no  such  expence;  and  the  ques- 
tion £or  the  House  was,  whether,  wiib 
these  advantages  to  the  suitor,  with  the 
removal  of  the  evil  complained  of,  and 
with  no  better  plan  proposed,  the  House- 
should  hesitate  to  send  this  plan  to  a  com^ 
mittee  to  be  examined  more  in  detail,  and 
to  advise  upon  any  better  measure  which 
should  present  itself.    One  half  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  office  would  be  charged  on 
the  profits  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the 
business  of  the  court;  the  other  half  waa 
to  be  taken  from  what  was  called  tho 
dead  cash,  or  suitors'  fund,  the  annual  re- 
venue of  which,  at  that  time;  was  9,000/. 
The  revenue  of  that  fund  had,  on  various 
occasions  been  applied,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament*  for  analoaous  purposes, 
and  could  not  certainly  be  devoted  to  any 
better  use  than  the  support  of  that  officer 
whose  appointment  was  in  contemplation. 
The  fund  consisted  of  unclaimed  moniea 
in  Chancery,  which  had  been  suffered  to 
accumulate  at  interest.    The  salaries  of 
the  Masters  in  Chancery,  and  of  superan- 
noated  masters  and  other  officers,  were 
paid  out  of  it ;  and  the  Income  of  9f000l« 
per  annum,  to  which  he  bad  alluded,  waa 
its  present  clear  revenue  unappropriated* 
Thus,  as  far  as  related  to  economy,  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  the  Bill.    It  had 
been  said,  that  there  were  other  meaoa 
by  which  the  object  of  the  Bill  could  be 
more  effisctually  attained,  than  by    the 
adoption  of  the  measure  which  it  proposed. 
And  one  of  those  means  was,  to  take  away 
the  management  of  the  bankruptcy  busi* 
ness  from  the  Lord  Chancellor.    Without 
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takioe  into  ^nrideration  the  fiindatnental 
principles^  that  this  business  should  not  be 
separated  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
cren  allowthg  that  it  might  with  propriety 
be  taken  away  from  Y^\m,  still  it  would  be 
necessary  to  nave  a  Vice-Chancellor.  For 
as  to  thp  particular  jurisdiction  of  the 
bankruptcy  business,  none  reouired  greater 
attention  on  account  of  its  difficulty  and 
its  intricacy.    It  was  so  particularly  im- 
porunt  in  ^  commercial  country,  that  it 
would  be  highly  dangerous  to  trust  the  de- 
cision, on  business  of  such  weight,  to  any 
anthprity  subordinate  to  that  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor.    To  separate,  therefore,  this 
branch  of  business  from  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor, would  be  to  remove  that  function, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  most  essential 
to  it,  and  would  have  a  tendency  to  sepa« 
rate  the  equity  of  Chancery,  from  the 
equity  of  the  country.  It  had  been  objected 
that,  m  thedistributionof  the  business  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery ,  the  Bill  enabled  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  direct  the  whole  at  his  plea- 
sure ;  that  he  might  allow  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  to  decide  qpon  matters  of  such  difii- 
eohy,  that  no  authority  short  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor    himself,    should  have   been 
allowed  to  make  a  decision  ;    or  that  he 
mtghl  only  intrust  to  him  causes  of  minor 
importance,  and  that  such  a  power  would 
degrade  the  character  of  the  new  magis- 
trate.   To  this  he  would  answer,  that  the 
possible  abuse  of  a  practical  good  ought 
nbt  lo  be  alledged  as  an  argument  against 
it;  and  that  it  ought  on  the  contrary,  to 
be  presumed  that  the  discretion  thus  vest- 
ed in  the  first  law  officer  of  the  country 
woold  be  soundly  exercised.     He  con- 
tended that  the  argument  was  untenable, 
because  it  went  upon  the  abuse,  and  not 
tbenseofthe  measure  proposed.    It  was 
needless  to  speak  at  large  on  the  impro- 
priety of  supposing,  that  any.  man  who 
shoofd  b4  vested  In  such  an  office  as  that 
of  Lord  CbAncel lor,  ever  could  be  guilty 
of  such  a  breach  of  all  the  ties  of  duty 
ahd  of  honour— •that  he  could  ever  so  far 
abuse  the  power  with  which  he  was  en- 
trusted •    Much  had  been  said  about  the 
niultiplicity  of  appeals  which  would  be 
cansoi  by  the  adoption  of  the  measure  be- 
fore the  House,  and  the  creation  of  an  in- 
termediate jurisdiction.     But  it  was  too 
moch  the  interest  of  the  suitors  to  have 
their  causes  quickly  decided,  to  be  sup* 
posed  Ihey  would  venture  on  the  tedioul 
repeUtion  of  their  suiu  by  making  appeals 
against  the  decision  of  any  iudse,  particu- 
larly of  such  an  officer  as  the  vice-Chan- 
(VOL  XXIV.) 


celic^r,  and  it  might'be  add^d^thkt  the  Lor^ 
Chancellor  would  have  Vae  power  to  put, 
at  oQce  before  himself  such  causes  as  were 
most  likely  to  be  made  Aiatter  of  appeal. 
At  ai^y;rate,the  objection  did  notapply  vi|ith| 
greater  force  here  than  it  did  to  the  courts^ 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  puisne 
judges  actihj^  under  a  commission :    and 
sorely  the  power  of  distributing  business 
was  such  an  additional  instrument  of  dis- 
charging the  great  functions  of  the  office^ 
as  counterbalanced  the,  evils  arising  from 
the  presumied.  increase  of  appea^ls.    It  had 
been  urged,  that  the. measure  would' (rah8« 
form  the  Lord  Chancellor  from  tlie  firs^ 
la,w  authority  in  the  kingdom,  to  a  mere^ 
state  magistrate,  and  this  was  said  on  the 
suspicion,  that  he  would  intrust  the  decy* 
sion  of  matters  of  importance  to  the  Vice* 
Chancellor*    Never  was  there  an  opiniQii 
more  unfounded,  nay  (without  disrespect 
he  said  it),  never  morp  absurd,  than  to^ 
suppose  a  Chancellor  would  abdicate  hist 
jtidicial  character;   the  honour  and  re- 
sponsibility of  the   situation  were  suffi* 
cient  security  against  such  an  event.    If 
the  principle  of  arguinff  on  suspicion  were 
carried   to    any   length,    there   was   not 
reason  why    lord   Slenbprougb   should^ 
not  withdraw  from  the  execution  of  the 
duties'  of  his  situation,  and  intrust   the 
functions'  of  his  office  fo  his  assistants^ 
Certainly  lord  Ellenbprough   was   only 
botind  to  the  performaYice  of  the  duties  o( 
his  office,  by  the  ties  similar    to  thoso^ 
which  boutia  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  hfi 
knew  of  |io  law  which  prevented  his  with- 
drawing  himself^  entirely  frofn  the  court  ^ 
yet  woold  any  man  alarm  bis  mind  with 
the  possibility  of  such  avi  event  ?     Was  it 
not  a  suspicion  equally  chimerical,  to  sup* 
pose  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  yrJui 
about  the  streets  doing  nothing,  and  leavii 
hi^  business  to  be  transacted  by  his  Vice* 
Chancellor :   nor  wasj  it  less  unlikely  that 
he  would.absent  himself  from  parliamen-* 
tary  causes.     It  would  be  wrong  in  thsj 
House  to  legislate  on  such  principles.     Ii^ 
Ireland  business  was  so  arranged  that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  afforded  the  same  aa* 
sistance  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  which  waa 
here  proposed  tp  be  given  by  the  Vice* 
Chancellor,    and  t)iis    arrangement  wa^ 
made,  in  cpnsequence  of  a  Bui  which  he 
had  brought  into  that  House.    When  that 
Bill  creating  siich  regulation  was  first  pro* 
posed,  objections  had  been  made  to  it,  si- 
milar to  those  now  started  to  the  Bill  k^fore 
the  House.    The  object  which  both^  the 
Bills  had  in  view  was  similar,  namely,  to 
(2H) 
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provide    ^n  auxiliary  instrument  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  it  was  then  aaid,  at 
now»  that    the  Chancellor    (lord  Clare) 
\iroQid  become  a  mere  state-officer.     The 
best  answer  to  this  objection  was  furnish- 
ed by  the  conduct  of  the  four  distinguish- 
ed persons  who  had  since  that  perioa  filled 
that  high  situation.  Not  one  of  the  Eminent 
characters  had  ever  withdrawn  one  mo- 
ment of  their  time  from  their  judicial  bu- 
siness for  political  purposes^  or  ever  used 
the  assistance  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
except    as    an   auxiliary.       Experience 
jproved  that  the  object  had  been  attained 
in  the  case  of  the  former  Bill,  so  that  it 
was  but  rational  to  conclude  that  the  ob- 
j[cct  should  be  effectually  accomplished  by 
(he  Bill  then  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House. — Some  persons  had  said  that 
(he  whole  expences  of  the  office  of  Vice- 
Chahcellor  should  be  charged  upon  the 
emoluments  which  the  Lord  Chancellor 
cTerived  fVom  the  business  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.    That  noble  lord  had  stated, 
at  tbe  very  commencement  of  the  enquiry, 
that  he  wished  for  no  profit  which  was  nut 
purchased  by  beneficial  labour  ;  yet  when 
(he  importance  and   dignity  of  the  ^ffice 
w^re  considered,  and  when  the  magnitude 
of  the  labour  attendant  on  tbe  execution 
of  the  duties  of  it  were  duly  estimated,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  but  reasonable  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  should  reap  the  fruits 
of  his  honest  labour,  and  should  live  with 
becoming  splendor.     He  should  baye  the 
means  of  providing  for  his  family,  for  it 
Was  to  be  rem^bered,  that  there  was 
ndoch  risk  and   uncertainty  in  the  time 
during  which  it  mieht  be  his  fortune  to 
continue  in  office.   The  pension  of  4,000/. 
to   ex-chancellors  was  by  no  means  suffi- 
cient of  itself  for  this  purpose,  and  it  should 
t>e  remembered  that  there  were  many  dis- 
tinguished noblemen,  who  owed  the  origin 
of  thieir  rank,  and  the  wealth  of  their  fa- 
tnilies,  to  the  provision  which  their  ances- 
tors had  been   able   to  derive  from  their 
dignified  labour,  white  they  had  ^lled  the 
office  of  Lord  (Chancellor.     It  seemed  to 
be  reasonable  that  this  office  should  be  en- 
dowed more   liberally  than  any  other; 
and  that  its  income  should  not  be  looked 
upon  with  jealousy.     It  ought  to  be  so 
Considered,  because  it  was  liable  to  greater 
cares  and  to   more  political  uncertainty 
than  any  other  judicial  situations  which 
tvere    held    during    life,  at    least   dur* 
inggood  behaviour.    Under  these  circum- 
stances he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  think  of  ouking  any  encroachinents 


Vice  ChanccKof^s  Mi. 


[468 


upon  the  revenues  derived  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  from  his  office.  The  measure^ 
therefore,  being  charged  with  no  public 
expence,  calculated  as  it  was  to  remedy  two 
evils,  and  coming  recommended  as  it  did 
by  the  sanction  of  all  the  legal  characters 
in  the  upper  House,  seemed  to  be  of  such 
a  nature  that  all  parties  would  allow  it  to 
go  into  a  committee  for  further  considera- 
tion. His  lordship  concluded  by  moving 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read* 
ing  of  the  Bill.  , 

Mr.  Bankes  rose  and  observed,  that  the 
noble  lord  had  endeavoured  to  render  his 
measure  agreeable  to  one  portion  at  least 
of  the  House;    and  to  none   more  than 
himself,   by  stating  that  it  would  be  at- 
tended by  ^o  public  expence.      Highly, 
however,  as  he   prized  this  part  ,of  the 
scheme,  he  could  not  approve  of  it  unless 
it  had  other  distinct  merits.  In  all  matters 
of  innovation,  two  things  were  to  be  coai 
sidered<$  first,  whether  the  evil  were  of  an 
alarming  size  ;  secondly,  whether  the  re- 
medy was  likely  to  be  efficient,  and,  an* 
swer  its  purpose.     In  the  present  case,  he 
allowed,  that  a  deplorable  evil  existed  ; 
the  grievance  was  of  such  a  nature,  that 
though  justice  was  supposed,  proverbially, 
to  exalt  her  head,  and  flourish  in  this 
country,  yet  the  delays  of  her  adminisira« 
tion  had  been  such  as  to  come  little  short 
of  a  denial.      Yet  he  should  do  wrong  to 
rest  satisfied  with  a  remedy  that  was  not  at 
once  comprehensive  and  constitutional.  If 
the  Bill  intended  merely  to  provide  a  tem- 
porary remedy  for  a  temporary  pressure 
of  business,  it  might,  perhaps,  with  sodm^ 
modifications*   be  more  generally  agree* 
able ;  but  when  it  was  proposed  to  intro- 
duce a  permanent  innovation  into  this  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  the  House  should 
pause,  unless  it  were  demonstrated,  that 
the  remedy  provided  was  the  best  possible 
remedy.    It  might  be  said,  that  a  pressing 
grievance  required  a  speedy  remeay  ;  bat 
in  his  mind,  the  time  weuld  be  well  spent, 
and  the  delay  wisely   protracted,  which 
should  be  dedicated  to  the  con8iderati4>n 
of  a  measure  more  calculated  to  answer 
its  purposes^  and  less  liable  to  objections 
on  constitutional  grounds.      His  opinions 
were  sufficiently  known  on  the  subject  of 
economy ;  but  whenever  economy  alone 
was  opposed  to  measures  of  a  more  sub- 
stantial nature,  it  ought  undoubtedly  to 
give  way*    His  objection  to  the  present 
Bill  was,  that  the  remedy  proposed  would 
be  fooQd  totally  insufficient  tor  the  par* 
pose  for  ivbich  it  was  intended,  and  it  was 
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&  most  deplorable  state  for  a  country 
like  thiB  to  be  in,  that  the  delays  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  and  House  of 
Lords  were  such  as  to  amount  almost  to  a 
deniafof justice.  It  had  been  stated,  that 
the  project  came  recommended  by  all  the 
graTity  and  knowledge  of  the  upper 
House.  That  branch  of  the  legislature 
iiad  thought  proper  to  discuss  the  principle 
of  a  measure  which  he  had '  sent  up  to 
them,  and  he  should  now  hold  himself  at 
)H>erty  to  examine  the  wisdom  of  the 
principles  on  which  ^he  present  Bill  was 
founded.  He  should  first  examine  its 
preamble.  Although  the  House  of  Peers 
there  stated  that  Writs  of  Krrorj  and  Ap- 
peals to  parliament,  had  greatly  increased 
in  their  House ;  and  although  they  stated 
that  the  delay  was  heavy  on  the  suitor, 
and  was  a  stigma  on  the  justice  of  the 
country,  there  was  not  one  word  as  to  how 
they  were  to  be  enabled  to  attend  more 
frequently  to  that  branch  of  their  duty  ; 
but  as  a  remedy,  they  said,  they  would  re- 
lieve another  person  in  another  court. 
But,  provided  the  House  were  to  adopt 
this  measure,  had  tUey  any  power  to  pro- 
cure the  attendance  of  noble  lords  ?  It 
did  not  appear  that  they  would  have  any 
reasonable  expectation  of  a  better  attend- 
ance in  that  House  than  in  times  past. 
The  noble  lord  who  presided  had  no  power 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  the  Lords. 
He  bad  not  found  the  ottier  p^ers  as  yet 
willing  to  co-operate  with  him :  Would  at- 
tendance be  more  palatable,  because  more 
frequent }  In  that  House  {(tie  Commons) 
they  were  obliged  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  the  members;  but  he  believed  the 
House  of  Lords  did  not  exercise  any  such 
power;  that  the  summons  sent  on  some 
occasions,  was  a  mere  matter  of  form  which 
their  lordships  might  either  obey,  or  not, 
as  they  pleased.  But  the  House  of  Peers 
night  also  enforce  the  attendance  of  their 
members,  and  the  arrear  of  causes  required 
a  much  more  diligent  attendance.  Ai 
present  there  was  no  regular  mode  of  en- 
forcing their  attendance:  they  attended 
in  consequence  of  a  summons  if  they 
pleased,  and  neglected  to  attend  if  they 
pleased.  The  House  of  Lords  was  scan- 
dalously dilatory.  It  was  in  the  recol- 
lection of  many  persons  now  in  that 
House  (whQ  were  managers  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Mr.  Hastings),  how  small  a 
portion  of  time  was  allotted  by  the  Honse 
of  Peers  to  that  trial,  although  the  eyes  of 
the.  country  were  upon  them.  The  delay 
yffu  to  tiicr  debasement  of  the  justice  of  the 
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country,  and  it  was  now  impossible  to  carry 
on  an  impeachment  on  any  complicated 
question.  The  author  of  this  Bill  had. so 
far  forgotten  the  privrleges  of  that  Housb, 
as  in  a  publicatfon  of  his,  to  make  a  charge 
of  delay  upon  it,  and  to  state,  that  th» 
conduct  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  re- 

Srehensible,  and  all  the  loss  of  time  on  the 
iill  was  to  be  attributed  to  them.  This 
vas  an  indignity  upon  that  House,  which 
would  not  have  been  borne  in  better 
times.  But  they  had  not  lost  any  time  in 
proceeding  with  the.  Bill.  The  conse- 
quence of  the  proposed  alteration  would  be, 
that  the  business  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
would  be  done  by  a  person  inferior  in 
learning  and  abilities  to  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  that  the  business  of  Ap- 
peals would  stand  still  as  at  present*  '  In 
a  short  space  of  time  it  would  make  the 
Lord  Chancellor  a  less  fflfective  officer 
than  he  now  was.  It  might  be  depended 
on  as  certain,  that  men  in  general  were 
not  very  read}*  to  do  what  otheri  would 
do  for  them.  The  Lord  Chancellor  would 
therefore,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  be  in  a 
different  situation  from  that  in  which  he 
had  been  for  many  years.  In  seeking  a 
person  to  fil|  that  situation  hereafter,  the 
first  lawyer  would  not  be  sought  out,  bqt 
the  first  politician  in  the  country.  If  the 
Chancellor  were  to  excel  as  a  politician, 
and  be  admirable  as  a  debater,  he  would 
naturally  think  that  he  might  safely  leave 
the  decision  of  causes  to  persons  with  mere 
legal  skill  but  less  ability  as  debatera.  He 
would  have,  no  doubt,  ihe  assistance  of  the 
two  ablest  lawyers,  as  his  Master  of  the 
Rolls  and  Vice-Chancellor,  and  ontheo^ 
the  admirable  debater  and  party-man 
would  repose  for  the  execution  of  his  legal 
duties.  By  such  a  plan,  the  Chancellor 
would  not  gain  any  time  for  hearing  Ap- 
peals, but  would  have  less.  This  was  a 
great  objection  to  the  Bill.— It  was  in- 
tended that  every  part  of  the  business 
which  was  to  be  transacted  by  deputy 
should  be  open  to  appeal.  To  whom  ? 
To  the  Chancellor  himself,  a  considerable 
portion  of  whose  time  was  consumed  in 
the  present  state  of  things  by  Appeals  from 
the  Rolls.  And  it  could  not  be  supposed 
that  there  would  be  fewer  Appeals  from 
the  Vice-Cbancellor,  who  was  to  be  an 
officer  inferior  to  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  and  with  whose  decisions  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  suitors  would  be 
better  satisfied  than  with  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  at  present.  It  was  impossible  to 
find  a  man  for  the  situation  of  Vice-Chaow 
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cellor  of  more  learning,  talepte,  or  weight, 
than  the  Master  of  the  Bolls^  and  it  was 
therefore  eVident  that  by  the  creation  of 
this  new  officer  a  multiplication  of  Aji- 
peals  would  be  create^,  and  this'  was  a 
great  evil«  from  the  adifitional  expencp 
and  delay  which  it  must  occasion^— 'jCfie 
consequence  of  such  appointment  would 
pe»  that  t)io8e  questions  which  at  presenjt 
^ere  settled  before  the  Chancellor,  for  the 
most  part  ^nallyi  would  first  be  heard  py 
the  yice*Chancellor>  and  then  be  brought 
by  appeal  before  that  learned  lord,  and  tous 
tne  appointment  would  be  attended  with 
great  additional  expence,  and  would  not 
{relieve  the  Chancellor.  In  his  opinion, 
^ere  were  other  Resources,  besides  t^ose 
narrow  remedies  to  which  it  was  wished 
^  confine  the  measure.  He  did  not  see 
the  same  radical  objections  to  the  sepajra- 
tion  of  tlie  office  of  Speaker  of  the  Hoi^se 
of  Lords  and  Lord  Chancellor,  which  the 
iioble  niover  did.  I|e  did  not  mean  to  say 
fhat  this  was  desirable,  |i)ut  there  might  he 
circumstances  sufficient  to  render  it  neces- 
sary as  a  temporary  measure.  He  knew 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  at  one  time  an  intention 
to  introduce  such  a  measure,  although  be 
pad  not  thought  fit  to  proceed.  Why  be 
afterwards  departed  from  his  intention  of 
carrying  it  into,  execution,  he  really  did 
not  know ;  but  bis  authority  was  as  good 
perhaps  as  that  of  the  noble  lord.  The 
House  of  Lords  were  not  in  the  same  si« 
tuation  as  the  other  House,  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Speaker.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  their  na?ing  a  particular 
person  in  the  chair,  as  was  the  case  with 
fbe  Commons.  They  frequently  appointed 
a  temporary  Speaker  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstancej.  ^rd  Mansfield  frequently 
presided  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  when 
the  great  seft)  was  in  commission,  a 
Speaker  was  always  appointed  tempo- 
rarily. To  him  it  appeared,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  might  receive  more  assistance 
in  Chancery  from  t()At  eminent  person  the 
Master  of  |he£61U  than  he  did  at  present. 
|le  might  be  allowed  to  decide  causes 
t|)ere  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  si^  in  the 
Court  of  Cbanbery  while  the  chief  officer 
of  t^at  Court  was  enpige^  in  hearing  ap- 
peals. Were  there  noti  too,  mattes  of 
coone  which  occuniecj  a  grea(  portion  of 
the  valuable  time  ot  th^  Lprd  pRancellor, 
'ibat  might  be  disctkargea  adequately  by 
existing  officers  of  the  Court  I  Inhere  were 
no  doubt  case^  in  bankruptcies  of  a  ver^ 
jsomeli^ytfd  ^nd  difficult  nature ;  but  it 
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wa9  pot  precisely  the  fact,  as  wu  stated, 
that  bankruptcy  causes  in  general  reouired 
all  the  talents  of  the  learned  |pra«  If 
a  new  officer  were  appointed,  fie  s^ooTe 
be  appointed  to  some  great  jbranch  p'f 
what  befooled  to  the  Chancellor,  by 
which  the  Chancellor  would  be  really  re« 
lieved.  There  were  many  persons  prac- 
tising in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity 
fully  adequate  to  the  determination  of 
such  matters,  and  fully  equal  to  grapple 
with  and  discharge  those  duties.  He 
could  not  understand  what  the  noble  lbn| 
meant,  by  saying  there  was  an  intention 
of  adding-a  nftb  judge  to  the  Court  of 
Exchequer.  It  might  ad4  to  the  wisdom, 
but  could  not  add  to  the  number  of  de- 
cisions of  the  Court.— In  appointing  a 
person  to  a  situation  which  was  to  be  not 
superior  to  that  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Ring's  Bench,'but  supenor  to 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  {Common 
Plea^,  and  the  Lord  Cliief  P^ron  of"  the 
Exchequer,  he  would  not  b|^gt||i  by  de- 
gradipg  him.  But  the  *  present  Biu  did 
not  make  him  a  deputy,  but  a  drodge. 
He  was  obliffed  to  sit  when  h'e  was  ordered 
to  do  so,  and  was  not  permitted  to  do  any 
thing  of  his  own  will.  Tbcy  were  alarmeq, 
lest  be  should  break  the  trammels  with 
which  they  [lave  surrounded  bin|.  This 
unfortunate  man  could  make  no  order,  no 
decree,  without  the  leave  of  the  Chancel- 
lor,—could  not  revise,  or  over-rule  afiy 
thing  done  by  the  Chancellor,  without  tp^ 
cial  authority, — and  was  to  obey  such 
orders  as  the  Chancellor  bad  already 
made,  or  should  hereafter  matce.  I)e  wai 
to  receive  little  emolument  from  his 
master,  the  Chancellor,  who  appeare<|  to 
have  given  little,  and  to  have  retained 
much.— -Here  the  jkon,  gentleman  piro- 
ceeded  to  quote  certain  passages  of  the 
Bill,  by  which  the  Vjce-Chaiysellpf  vvas 
discharged  from  officiating,  unless  spe- 
cially authorized  by  the  Lord  Chancenor, 
and  oy  which  be  was  to' proceed  at  sjicb 
times  and  in  such  maiiner  and  form  as  t|^e 
learned  lord  should  thii^k  ^t.  ^e  wm 
also  to  be  paid  ^jke  a  drudge  who'  did  all 
the  work  and  gpt  very  Vx\ih  pay  froqi  bis 
master. '  He  thought  that  t()e  berstn  iyhb 
filled  the  oflpcebf  Lord  Chancellor  ought  to 
be  liberally,  nobly,  and  honourably  pii^ 
not  only  to  enable  him  to  support  bifi'  e:^- 
alted  situation  in  splendour,  put  to  ae'cnre 
such  a  provision  fur  his  cVildr'en,  as  wootd 
enable  tbem  to  appear  as  the  cbildre^ 
of  a  peer.  He  di^  nof  ssfy  tba|  tbf 
Lord   Cnvtcellor   wka   e^   ptcf!!Bn!i  ^ 
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)iberat)y  paid.  Bnl  tije  portioD  which 
was  allotted  to  the  Vice^Cb^kncellor  from 
the  emolapents  of  t^e  Loird  Chancellor 
was'  Altogether  so  small  ani}  niggardly, 
that  It  would  be  better  to  take  nothing 
from  him  at  afl,  and  that  a  suita^je  pro- 
yision  sboold  be  made  from  some  pther 
soarce*  Before  he  concluded^  he  wished 
to  suggest  whether  the  taking  away  pter- 
mediate  appeals  from  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  ipigbt  not  be  a  measure  that  woald 
be  attended  with  6ene6cial  consequences } 
There  was  obe  arsumenf ,'  ioo>  against  the 
offices  of  CbanceTlor  and  Speaker  of  the 
jHiouse  of  Lords  being  vested  in  the  same 
person,  which  was  deperVing  of  notice, 
f n  all  appeals  to  toe  |Iobse  ofhordB  from 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
was  of  all  persons  the  last  whp  ought  to  sit 
in  ibu%  Honnp  as  the  presidipg  and  most 
efficient  judge,  'pbe  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  moving  as  ah  Amefidment^'pi^^ 
the  Bill  be  takei|  ipUf  consideration  tha^ 
day  six  months. 
Mr.  MacdnmM  ob^^ryed,  that  the  Bill 
otessed  to  be  th^best  remedy  thatconli^ 
^e  devised  for  an  ^vil  fel^  to  e^is^,  the 
stagnation  of  the  legal  business  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  ^nd  what  was  this  re- 
medy?— to  completely  new  inooel  the 
Coq rt  of  Chancery,  a  court*  the  transac- 
tions in  which  were  so  deeply  interesting 
to  the  public.  \^ith  respect  to  the  delays 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  itself,  and  the  consequent 
arrear  of  causes^  they  were  ascribed  by 
different  people  to  dinerept  causes :  w|}ile 
some  attributed  t^em  tq  the  indecision 
of  the'  noble  and  learned  lord  now  at 
the  head  of  that  court,  or  to  the  inter- 
motion  which  he  experience^  from  his 
political  an<)  other  avocations^-avoci}* 
tions  uoprecedepled  in  former  timeai,  anfi 
even  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  o^  tiqaej— 
others  traced  them  solely  and  exclusively 
to  the  general  Increase  of  business  in  the 
Couri  of  Chancery  ita^l£  lie  would  ab- 
stain from  cbfpparing  the  number  of  de- 
crees made  by  tfie  present  with  the  ^um- 
ber ma4e  by  former  chancellors ;  but  oe 


not  very  ^rpfpui^d'or  ingeqious.  If  any 
m^'c}ianic,  wjip  hafl  npore  orden  thipjif 
coul^  f ^ecute^  were  tq  complaiq  to  his 
neighbour  tnat  he  bad  iqpre  businesf'^hi^D 
he  cboFd  ^tt^od  tjj,  tl^e  arifwer  wquld  c^r- 
tsinl  j  \it»  V  gf  t  a  journeyman ; .  '^Vji  yib^l 
more  did  t}i9  prfwnV  Bill  l^ropW  *  ^?f 


that  which  fnlghf  be  ver]^  puitable  to  ao 
ordinary  case  )wa9  quite  mappficfjble  tip 
the  delicate  and  important  functions  under 
copsidpratiofi.  The  question  was^  from 
i^hatpart'of  his  duties  ^be  lior^  C^anceUor 
migh^  be  relieved  with  the  )^asi  risk  tp 
the  public  seryjce  ?  ^yhy  had  \^^  'Chan* 
cellor  )>een  ajyrays  cjpnsidered'  as  the 
bighest  individual  in  the  profession  ?— be- 
cause the  )aw  of  the  Cn^ncery  Court  wa^ 
kx  ncn  fcr^pfa  •  it  ff as  ^  lavf  createjl  by 
the  presiding  ppiiirer  in  the  cofirt.  It  wa^ 
therefore,  tm^t  Individuals,  t))^  most  dis- 
tinguished for  their  profound  legal  acquire^ 
ments,  had  always  beeq  selected  to  fil^ 
that  high  office.  A  long  and  continuous 
cb^in  of  these  illustrious  men,  by  support- 
ing and  confirn)ipg  t^eir  fnutpa]  decisions^ 
had  succeeded  in  erecting  a  system  hj 
wqich  they  h^^  ^tablUbed  the  property 
of  the  conptry,  an(i  secured  to  jt  a  code  ^ 
equity  pure  and  dnriyalled.  If  parliame^f ^ 
were  to  breatc  tl^rough  this  prescriptive 
wisdom ;  if  they  ^ere  to  dismiss  from  t^f 
Court  of  Chancery  the  mape  and  the  great 
seiT;'  to  qyertbrn  every  thing  that  had 
|)een  achieve^),  audi  8ut(stitute  ^pme  infe- 
rior anthori'ly,  who  cpuld  foretel][  the  dan- 
gers that  anight  ensue:  jy'nd>  le(  ^thf 
aipbont  q^  t^p^b  di^bgers  |ie  what  it  misht* 
waf  it  evident  that  the  object  of  the  Bill 
woula  be  e^cted  ?  The  supporters  of  thf 
I^ill  were  placed  in  this  dilepiqia  Mf  therf 
was  to  be  no  appeal  from  th^  of^w  o(((cer 
about  to  be  creat^  to  the  Lprd  Chancel- 
lor, then  woul^  afise  the  ^  vils  of  submitting 
such  a  jurisdiction  to  an  inferior  legal  au- 
tliority.  'lif  there  if  as  to  be  an  appeal,  on 
wfiat  rational  grb^n^  could  (h^  House 
suppose  lhi|t  any  onis  wqolc)  be  satisfifj 
with  a  decision  f[f  less  weight  than  that  of 
the  Chancellor,  and  therefore  how  wool4 
his  business  bb  lessened  ?  In  the  one  casic^ 
therefore,  the|liU  woul^  proye  mischievous 
iq  the  other  nqgatbry.  It  would  afiprd  no 
f eliei^  or  it  would  pe  productive  of  two 
delays  instqaq  of  one  ;  the  oracle  W00I4 
be  got  a^  sit  last.    In  his  opinbn  the  ban^- 

phancery  bmpesf.  w^gW  easily  be  sepa- 
r^\p^  from  tpq  dqtief  of  the  Lorq  Cbaq* 
^jlqr,  adjlo^  entrusted  tQ  i|ome  o(her 
tribquall"  Aqy  comofiop  laif  judge  way 
adequate  tq  a5icbwge)l^\s  pf  ft  of  ^^c  du^y. 
¥roi^  the  tune  of  ft^qfy  ^  to  that  of 

^a««  '*  H  M.feS«fl  mm  *e  wpcrw. 
t^ptlvice  of  pr^TY  c<P?5??%"-  ^t  tb? 
P!^Pi^  4V/}«f:Cnp.4«^  f^Jrtb,  tom^ 

w}i?|i  m^Vi f w ^  ^^ ** ^ 
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Would  have  no  occasion  to  be  now  dis* 
cussing  the  merits  of  the  Bill  in  question. 
The  hours  so  taken  up  might  be  niost 
advantageoaaly  employed  in  what  a  nohle 
and  learned  lofd  (Redesdale)  had  justly 
termed  the  "  proper*'  business  of  the  Court 
'  of  Chancery  as  a  court  of  equity.  If  any 
difficulty  existed  with  respect  to  persons 
competent  to  this  office,  he  thought  it 
might  easily  be  removed.  He  agreed  that 
the  judges  of  the  courts  in  Westminster 

^     Hall  were  already  sufficiently  occupied ; 

^  but  there  were  the  Welsh  judges,  of  any 
one  of  whom  it  might  be  fairly  said,  that 
he  was  helping  the  other  to  do  nothing. 
There  were  eight  of  them — four  of  whom, 
lie  thought,  might  well  be  spared  to  con- 
duct the  bankruptcy  business,  while  the 
other  fouf  were  amply  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge, whhout  iDconTeniency»  all  tbe 
judicial  functions  in  that  country.  It 
might  be  urged  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
derived  a  large  portion  of  his  emoluments 
from  the  bankrupt  cases.  It  was  so ;  but 
this  was  a  precarious  and  most  undignified 
source  of  revenue,  and  he  was  persuaded 
that  parliament  would  compensate  that 
great  law  officer  for  any  injury  that  he 
might  sustain,  in*  consequence  of  a  new 
arrangement,  and  the  country  would  not 
think  him.  overpaid  for  his  important  ser- 
vices, by  a  salary  of  16  or  18,000/.  Such 
a  sum  was  indeed  necessary,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  maintain  that  salutary 
splendour  demanded  by  his  exalted  sta- 
tion. The  measure  he  had  proposed,  he 
recommended  not  as  the  best  possible 
measure,  but  as  one  infinitely  preferable 
to  the  present.  He  was  convinced  that 
there  were  various  modes  by  which  the 
existing  evil  might  be  fully  met.  Parlia- 
ment were  not  compelled  to  take  the 
nostrum  prescribed  to  them,  or  submit  to 
the  continuance  of  the  disease.  He  had 
no  faith  whatever  in  the  proposed  specific: 
but  if  the  only  alternative  was,  to  adopt 
the  Bill  before  the  House,  or  to  allovv  the 
continuance  of  the  present  delays,  much 
as  he  lamented  the  latter,  as  deeply  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  individuals,  and 
nationally  disgraceful,  be  would  not  con- 
tent to  purchase  an  exemption  from  them 
at  the  price  demanded.  Let  the  House 
contemplate  the  situation  of  the  officer  to 
be  created  by  the  Bill.  Instead  of  being 
an  independent  judge,  he  would  be  subject 
to  the  will,  pleasure,  humour,  and  caprice 
of  another :  he  would  have  his  dally  task 
Btt  him.  •  There  wu  not  a  sheriff  or  a 
coroner  in  the  island^  who  would  not  oc^ 
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copy  a  prouder  station  than  this  Chancel- 
lor's drudge,  with  his  train-bearer,  and  all 
his  paraphernalia.  He  would  be  a  new 
character  in  the  constitution-»a  vassal 
judge  !  a  judge,  whose  duties  would  be 
prescribed  to  him  by  another!  These  were 
harsh  sounds  in  Great  Britain  in  the  19th 
century ;  and  besides,  what  a  prece- 
dent would  thus  be  afforded  !  If  any  arrear 
of  business  should,  at  a  future  period,  ac- 
cumulate in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
on  what  pretence  could  parliament  refuse 
to  the  great' legal  luminary  of  that  court 
his  judicial  satellite  ?-*By  acceding  to 
the  Bill  on  the  table,  the  House  would 
give  to  »  subject  a  power  which  had  been 
withheld  from  the  sovereign,  and  would 
declare,  that  that  which  was  considered 
dangerous  in  the  hands  of  the  sovereign, 
became  safe  when  placed  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  his  servants.  Such,  he  conceived, 
would  be  the  necessary  operation  of  the 
Bill,  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  Oppose, 
from  the  firm  conviction,  that  it  would 
impair  the  purity  of  the  administration  of 
equity,  and  pervert  the  integrity  of  the 
dispensation  of  justice.  He  hoped  and 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him. 

Mr.  Stephen  observed  that  the  light 
manner  in  which  the  question  was  taken  up, 
appeared  to  his  mind  not  at  all  consistent 
with  the  weight  and  mlignitude  of  the  sub- 
ject. From  the  consideration  of  the  facts 
contained  in  the  reports,  and  which  other 
gentlemen  had  not  perhaps  brought  into  a 
proper  focus  for  their  observation,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  important  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  evil  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
present  Bill  to  remedy.  The  delay  that 
necessarily  followed  from  the  over  pres- 
sure of  public  business  was  acknowledged 
to  be  so  great  as  to  amount,  in  some  cases, 
to  a  denial  of  justice.  This  was  a  grievance 
to  which  no  British  subject  ought  to  be 
exposed.  Let  them  look  to  the  state  of 
the  case.  There  were  not  less  than  27S 
appeals  bow  depending  before  the  high 
and  supreme  tribunal  of  the  country,  one 
of  which  was  hanging  over,  without  deci- 
sion, for  not  less  than  20  years ;  seven  for 
1 1  years ;  39  for  above  seven  years ;  and 
77  for  above  five  years.  From  a  calcu* 
lation  made  in  1 8 10|  the  average  number 
of  Appeals  decided  annually  was  10,  and, 
on  that  principle,  what  with  new  Appeals, 
it  would  take  4^  years  before  the  whole 
could  be  disposed  of.    Tula  denial  of  jua« 
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tict  was  dreadful ;  yet  it  had  been  known 
to  that  House  for  two  years,  and  no  pro- 
posal had'  been  made  to  apply  a  remedy 
by  those  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  pre* 
sent  measure.  If  any  gentleman  then 
present  was  at  all  inclined  to  commisera- 
Uon«  it  must  be  called  forth  in  such  casesj 
in  which  might  be  involfed  the  dearest 
interests  of  whole  families,  and  in  which, 
after  trying  every  mode  of  settlement*  it 
was,  after  all,  at  the  option  of  any  oppo- 
nent to  embark  in  a  contention,  in  which 
at  least  20  years  might  elapse  under  an 
incapacity  of  knowing  whether  the  fortune 
for  which  he  contended,  however  justly, 
was  to  codae  to  a  man  or  not*  In  the  su- 
preme court  of  judicature  the  evil  was 
much  greater  than  in  any  of  the  inferior 
courts.  It  appeared  from  the  same  return 
to  which  be  alluded,  that  the  Appeals  en- 
tered amounted  to  not  less  than  403,  and 
that  an  increase  of  20*^  had  taken  place 
within  10  years.  If  the  business  were  al- 
lowed to  go  on  in  this  m^inner,  it  would 
have  this  efiect,  that  Appeals  would  never 
be  brought  upon  fair  and  reasonable 
grounds ;  but  that  any  party,  desirous  of 
delay,  could  adopt  no  better  means  for 
that  object,  than  by  having  recourse  to  an 
Appeal.  It  was  impossible  to  state  a  case 
wbich  called  more  loudly  for  a  remedy. 
The  evil  was  allowed  to  exist;  and  yet 
the  remedy  proposed  for  it  was  opposed, 
and  no  other  oflered  as*  a  substitute.  If 
gentlemen  were  so  very  inimical  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Vice 'Chancellor,  be 
would  ask  what  substitute  had  they  to 
propose  ?  They  could  not  propose  that 
judges,  who  had  already  more  than  an 
adequate  task  to  perform  in  their  respec- 
tive courts,  should  be  the  substitutes  for 
the  Chancellor.  When  he  considered  the 
intenae  application,  the  great  labours,  and 
the  eminent  talenta  requisite  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  those  who  presided  over  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  he  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  say,  that  he  had  cause  to  lament 
the  parsimony  of  the  country  in  the  ap- 
pointments and  rewards  of  Judicial  charac- 
ters. He  was  surprised  at  his  hou.  friend 
saying  that  it  was  not  his  duty  to  propose 
any  such  remedy.  He  stated,  indeed,  a 
variety  of  expedients,  but  did  not  select 
any  in  particofar.  He  would  notice  some 
of  his  bon.  friend's  expedients.  One  was, 
that  a  better  attendance  in  the  Lords,  to- 
gether with  the  assistance  of  some  Ex- 
chancellor,  would  supply  an  adequate  re- 
medy, but  by  what  oManswas  an  fix- 
chancellor  to  be  «iqiiir«d  to  sacrifice  bis 
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time }  And  even  tboogh  that  eoold  be 
done,  the  same  inconvenience  would  follow 
which  was  objected  to  the  present  Bill. 
He  spoke  of  the  danger  of  appealing  from 
a  more  experienced  to  a  less  experienced 
officer.  The  very  same  objection  applied 
to  the  assisunce  of  an.  Kx-chancellor,  ^ 
who,  perhaps,  for  ten  years  before,  was 
not  in  the  .habit  of  hearing  any  such  Ap- 
peals. With  respect  to  the  compulsion  of 
the  Lords  to  attend,  it  would  be  rather  sin- 
gular if  a  Bill  were  brought  into  thai 
HouM  for  such  an  object.  In  the  days 
appointed  for  the  decision  of  Appeals,  it 
was  stated,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  could 
not  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  lords  to 
proceed  to  business*  He  doubted  whether 
such  attendance  could  be  procured,  even  in. 
that  House,  at  so  early  an  hour  as  10  in  the 
morning.  With  respect  to  another  re- 
medy alluded  to,  of  separating  the  duties 
of  the  Chancellor,  the  inconvenience  of 
such  a  measure,  he  thought,  was  very  ob- 
vious; and  the  separation  of  the  bankrupt 
jurrsdictiou  was  the  very,  last  that  should 
be  attempted.  Were  gentlemen  aware, 
that  from  .  the  Chancellor's  decision  in 
bankruptcy  there  was  no  appeal  ?  As  to 
the  suspicion  of  neglect  of  duty  which 
would  follow  from  the  division  of  the- 
duties  of  the  office,  it  was  withbdt  any 
foundation.  The  exercise  of  great  talenta 
and  great  power  carried  its  own  recom-  • 
mendation  with  it.  There  was  no  such 
character  as  an  idle  judge.  All  the  other 
courts  were  in  arrear,  as  well  as  the  House 
of  Lords,  though  the  judges  were  of  all 
men  the  greatest  drudges  in  business.  But 
besides  this,  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  his 
assistant  might  sometimes  lay  down  the 
rule  in  different  ways,  Yvhich  would  in- 
troduce the  utmost  uncertainty  and  confit- 
sioii.  The  decrees  of  the  Chancellor  in 
bankrupt  cases,  were  for  very  good  pur- 
poses considered  final ;  and  such  an  inno- 
vation as  that  alluded  to^must  be  extremely 
dangerous.  Did  they  not  know  that  there 
were  failures  in  trade  now,  not  to  the  amount 
of  20  or  30,000/.  but  sometimes  to  the  . 
amoun^even  of  1,000,000/.?  In  such  casea 
noappeal  was  allowed,  becaose  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  property  of  the  bankrupt  might 
be  suspended  by  that  means,  and  an  enor- 
mous mass  of  property  be  kept  in  abeyance, 
which  must  be  the  source  of  incalculable 
mischief  to  creditors.  Such  a  -remedy 
was  the  most  inadmissible  of  all,  and  ha 
would  say  even  the  most  absurd.  In 
former  times  it  was  no  uncommon  case  lor 
the  puisne  judges  to  be. called  Ib,  for  ih% 
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fmrpote  of  assisting  the  Chancellor,  and 
if  lord  Eldonr  did  not  call  them  in  to  bis 
J  aasistaifoet  it  ivatf  because  tbey  had  sofii- 
cient  biisinesB  in  their  respectiTe  courts'. 
He  dented  that  it  was  any  infraction  of  the 
commotion  to  introduce  the  present  fnea* 
sore;  and  instanced  the  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  jodges  in  the  court  of  Common  Picas 
from  three  to  six  after  the  Charter  of  king 
John  down  to  the  rcfign  of  Henry  8,  as  a 
precedent.  Neither  bad  the  judges  of  the 
present  time  the  leisure  which  they  for- 
merly enjoTed.  Sir  Matthew  Hale  could 
find  a  season  of  relaxation  from  his  judi- 
cial functions  in  wbfch  to  pursue  his 
studies  tod  amusements,  but  no  judge  upon 
the  bench  could  now  allow  himself  any 
such  indulf(ence.  He  regretted  that  the 
law  esitfblisfatnertts  in  the  cctantry  were 
insufficient  for  the  mass  of  business,  and 
that  the  time  of  the  judges  was  too  much 
occupied  in  their  duties.  Here  be  begged 
leaVe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  book  which  he  recently  had  occasion  to 
read,  and  which,  in  point  of  authority, 
maintained  a  distinguished  and  undisputed 
rank.  He  alluded  to  the  work  written  by 
sir  W.  Foi^tescue,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  6th«*«'  De  Laudibus  Legum  Anglise.^' 
That  author  stated,  that  only  three  hours, 
from  eight  to  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  were 
occupied  by  the  courts  in  the  administra- 
tion  of  justice,  the  rest  of  the  time  they 
spent  either  in  the  study  of  the  laws  or  in 
reading  the  scriptures.  If  such  a  system 
were  to  prcTail,  what  would  become  of  the 
due  administration  of  justice  at  pt^esent  ? 
Hoiir  Tery  different  would  be  the  situation 
of  lord  Ellenbrough!  The  truth  was, 
thslt  with  the  progress  of  time  circum- 
stances  had  essemialtv  changed, which  re* 
qai^d  an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of 
the  authorities  of  the  country.  In  fact, 
the  mittber  of  judges  remahied  the  same, 
thoagfa>  thto  business  had  increased  out  of 
•If  proportion.  Soon  after  king  John^s 
Charter,  the  number  of  jodges  in  the 
King's-bench  was  increased  froni  three  to 
six ;  and  in  afker  tiules  fire  judges  fre« 
quently  sat  ih  the  Common  Pleas.  The 
measure  nok  proposed,  was  not  a  greater 
innovation  than  those  to  which  he  alluded. 
As  matters  stood  at  pi^sent,  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend,  that  causes  would 
M  too  hastily  decided,  and  haste  was 
geherally,  or  at  least  often  the  parent 
ctt  mistalte.  This  was  also,  in  a  great 
measui^,  the  situation  of  the  common  law 
coilrts.  It  was  said  that  the  supporters  of 
thd  Kll  had  shifted  their  g^atid,  fbr  that 
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the  evil  to  be  reraoyed  was  said,  at  one 
tiiAe  to  exist  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  at 
another  time  in  the  House  of  Lords.  It 
was  not  asserted  by  any  person  that  there 
was  not  a  great  increase  of  business  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  suitors' 
mfoney  in  that  court  had  increaaed  from 
1,000,0001.  to  $5^00,WSL  seven  million 
of  which  had  arisen  since  the  year  1800, 
and  ten  million  since  1780.  The  com* 
mercial  business  depending  in  that  court 
did  not  amount  fo  less  than  25,000,000f. 
This  was  not  even  an  adequate  represen- 
tation of  the  fact.  He  hoped  the  House 
was  now  fully  persuaded  of  the  eyil  of  de- 
la^,  and  that  they  would  see  the  necessity 
of  appointing  an  assistakit  to  discharge  a 
part  of  those  burthens  which  had  nearly 
doubted  since  the  time  of  lord  Hardwicke. 
A  remedy  was  absolutely  demanded  by 
the  circumstances  be  had  stated,  and  he 
trusted  gentlemen  would  feel  the  necessity 
of  applying  it  Where  it  was  most  wanted. 
For  his  own  part,  he  entirely  approved  of 
the  measure  oflkred,  and  concluded  by  ob« 
serving,  that  he  was  persuaded  whoever 
had  the  proposed  jurisdiction  vested  in 
him  would  add  dignity  to  the  office. 

Mr.  W»  Gourtbugr  opposed  the  present 
Bill,  to  which  he  bad  the  moat  serious  ob- 
jections. He  did  not  deny  that  the  evil 
existed,  and  that  a  remedy  should  be  ap* 
plied ;  but  he  thought  it  should  be  more 
efficacious  than  that  proposed  by  the  Bill, 
which  was  much  more  extensive  than  the 
nature  of  the  case  required.  He  would 
now  assume,  whether  justly  or  not,  that 
the  remedy  proposed  was  two*foId  r  one 
fbr  the  evil  said  to  exist  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  the  other  fbr  that  said  to 
exist  in  the  House  of  Lords.  With  respect 
to  the  first,  it  was  not  easy  to  state  how 
fiir  thoie  invested  with  the  highest  judicial 
functions  could  or  could  not,  ought  or 
ought  not  to  conform  to  the  judicial  charac- 
ter. The  different  other  expedients  which 
had  been  suggested,  had  their  apology  in 
the  taunting  nianner  in  which  those  who 
opposed  this  Bill  had  been  called  upon  to 
substitute  some  other  project  in  its  place ; 
and,  therefore,-he  would  suggest  a  remedy 
that  had  not  hitherto  beeii  mentioned,  m 
the  House  of  Lords  great  part  of  the  appeals, 
at  least  four-fifths,  were  from  Scotland, 
and  in  cases  where  the  decision  must  turn 
upon  the  facts,  and  not  upon  the  law.  The 
appeal  in  those  cases  was  from  a  jorisdic* 
tion  which  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  facts,  to  one  which  had  not  such  an 
oppottnnl^.    Moit  I«wy«r^  he  believed. 
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foBod  it  diSioaU  to  tto  why  ao  appeal*  iR 
maiten  of  fact*  was  necessary  to  a  higher 
Iribujial.  In  £ogland  fhe  Appeals  were 
only  upqn  questions  of  law,  and  many  of 
the  most  emioeal  lawyers  tboagbt  that 
this  regulation  might  with  advantage  be 
extended  to  Scotland.  If  this  were  done* 
a  great  proportion  of  the  Scotch  Appeals 
would  be  cat  ofti  and  the  pressure  would 
in  a  great  measure  be  withdrawn,  while 
some  temporary  expedient  ought  be 
adopted  to  get  rid  of  the  preseni  arrear. 
This  was  not  the  proper  time^  nor  did  he 
<eel  himflslf  eompelent  to  propijse  a  re* 
medy«  he  menely  alluded  to  a  mode  by 
which  great  assisiance  could  be  rendered 
to  the  justice  of  the  conntry.  With  re> 
gard  to  the  observaiion  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Stephen) 
that  it  might  he  diiicuU  to  procure  the 
attendance  of  the  members  of  this  House 
at  so  early  an  hoar  aa  10  o'clock*  he  re- 
minded  hioa,  that  several  bodies  of  the 
members  did  actually  sit  at  that  boor 
upon  coBMxittees*  and  he  saw  no  good 
reason  why  the  Lords  ahoold  not  also  en- 
force attendance  at  an  esrly  bour^  if  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  justice.  But  if  it 
was  really  impossible  to  procure  such  an 
attendance,  hew  did  this  Bill  remedy  that 
evil  ? — He  next  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  stale  of  the  arrears  in  the 
Exchequer*  vrhich  was  as  ft>rmidable  an 
evil  as  the  arrears  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. This  being  notorioos»  it  wonid  be 
onworihy  of  the  legislature,  when  em* 
ployed  in  providing  a  remedy  for  an  evil 
of  this  nature,  to  pass  over  the  state  of  the 
arrears  in  the  Exchequer,  without  notice.  A 
general  comprehensive  remedy  ought  to  be 
applied  ;  this  narrow  measure  was  utterly 
inelBcieat.  It  hardly  created  a  judge  at 
all.  it  was  an  intire  innovation»  in  point 
of  principle,  in  the  administration  or  jus- 
tice ;  for  when  a  suitor  set  down  his  cause 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  opinion  of 
the  Chancellor  in  the  first  instance*  it  would 
depend  upon  the  arbitrium  of  the  Chan* 
cellor  whether  the  anitor  should  have  it  or 
not.  With  regard  to  the  aeparation  of 
bsokroptcy  causes  from  the  other  business 
of  the  Court,  he  was  fisr  from  agreeing 
with  those  who  thought  that  such  a  sepa- 
ration would  yield  no  material  relief.  He 
wsa  convinced  it  would ;  for  the  business 
in  cases  of  bankroptcy  now  constituted  a 
▼ery  considerable  propoition  of  the  whole 
hosinem  of  the  Court 

Mr.  Smjfth  thought  it  was  inoombent  on 
the  House  not  simply  to  asoertaiA  that  the 
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evil  existedt  but  to  inquire  into  the  na* 
tnre«  extent,  and  origin  of  it.  In  doing 
this,  Uiey  woold  find  that  the  evil  in  iia 
present  magnitude  arose  from  the  number 
of  Appeals  from  Scotland.  Wby«  then, 
not  advert  to  this  fact,  and  look  for  the 
remedy  in  the  country  from  whence  it 
came,  in  a  refqrm  of  the  Scottish  law.  It 
was  true  that  out  of  the  whole  number  of 
AppealSftbe  eporuw>iis  proportion  of  4-5ths 
were  ffom  Scotland.  From  the  firsj^  re- 
port it  appeared  that  out  of  i?53  i^pealst 
900  were  from  that  country*  The  Bill,  ia 
hia  opinion^  was  prematoray  bronght  for- 
ward. Two  acts  had  been  passeo  which 
most  contribute  to  lessen  the  number  of 
Appeals  from  the  Court  of  Session  of  Sco^ 
land.  The  operation  of  these  acts  could 
not  be  yet  sofiiciently  known,  ^and  it  was 
OB  this  account  that  he  considered  the  Bill 
premature.  It  was  not  known,  nor  could 
it  be  yet  known,  whether  the  evil  pro- 
posed lo  be  redioved  was  temporary  or 
permanent.  He  could  not  look  upon  the 
Bill  as  tending  to  less  thsn  a  dissolution  of 
the  first  judicial  officer  of  the  country. 
With  respect  to  the  Appeals  in  the  Lords* 
19  out  of  20  were  merely  vexatious,  and 
many  of  the  Scotoh  Appeals  were  merely 
on  account  of  delay.  The  attendance  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  lords  could,  in  his 
opinion,  he  secured  by  a  compulsory 
order  of  their  own.  It  was  said  that  the 
increase  of  business  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery and  the  House  of  Lords,  arose  from 
the  increase  of  wealth.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  it  depended  more  on  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  law,  and  on  the  distresses  of 
the  nation.  He  conjured  the  House  not 
to  loosen  the  only  tie  which  bound  the 
Chancellor  to  the  people.  The  number 
of  motions  did  not,  in  his  mind,  fprnisb 
any  reason  for  the  delay  in  passing  from 
one  to  another.  It  was  well  known  tnat  any 
sudden  check  to  wealth,  particularly  to 
commercial  wealth,  occasioned  an  increase 
of  litigation.  It  was  asserted,  that  no 
mischief  could  arise  from  thus  withdraw- 
ing a  part  of  his  duties  from  the  Chancel- 
lor. It  would  at  least  lessen  his  inter- 
course with  the  public ;  and  that  daily  and 
hourly  intercourse  was,  in  his  opinion, 
one  of  the  most  e&ctual  means  for  pre- 
serving him  in  the  discharge  of  those 
duties. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beit  thought  there  was  no 
measure  more  likely  to  produce  the  de« 
sired  efieot  than  that  now  hefore  the 
House.  It  was  uid  troly  from  the  oppo- 
site side,  .that  the  number  of  Appeale 
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amounted  nearly  to  a  denial  of  jastice. 
The  hon.  gentleman  wht>  spoke  last, 
thought  that  a  permanent  remedy  was  not 
necessary,  because  thcrewas  a  probability 
that  the  Scotch  Appeals  would  be  consi- 
tlerably  lessened  ;  but  he  did  not  consider 
the  great  number  that  was  already  de- 
pending from  that  country,  and  that  those 
from  Ireland  were  to  be  added,  which 
amoonted  at  present  to  52.  fie  aaw  no 
-likelihood  that  Appeals  would  decrease, 
because  litigation  always  augmented  with 
the  augmentation  of  property.  It  was  said, 
that  this  Bill  would  alter  the  character  of 
the  Chancellor ;  and  that  he  would  be- 
•€ome«  in  consequence  of  it,  nothing  more 
than  a  state  officer.  But  the  House  should 
not  forget  the  weight  of  legal  duties  that- 
ifTonld  still  remain  upon  him— that  he 
"would  sit  for  the  discharge  of  business 
three  days  in  every  week  during  the  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  and  every  day  when 
parliament  was  not  sitting.  With  respect 
to  the  separation  of  the  business  of  bank- 
rupts from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  it  was 
liable  to  most  grave  Und  insurmountable 
objections.  If  bis  bankruptcy  jurisdiction 
were  to  be  withdrawn,  no  greater  innova- 
tion could  be  introduced  ;  bankruptcy 
proceeded  from  the  great  seal,  ana  to 
change  it  would  be  to  introduce  a  change 
in  the  original  jurisdiction.  Another 
reason  against  such  an  innovation  was, 
that  in  cases  of  bankruptcy  there  ought  to 
be  no  appeal,  from  the  necessity  there 
existed  of  distributing  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible the  property  of  the  bankrupt.  They 
could  not,  therefore,  entriist  this  most  im- 
portant fbnction  to  an  inferior  officer,  or 
place  the  decision  of  so  great  a  mass  of 
property  in  any  hands  less  elevated  than 
the  first  law  authority  of  the  state.  Upon 
these  grounds,  be  thought  nothing  better 
could  be  at  present  proposed  than  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  and  he  would  therefore 
give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  observed,  that  no  no- 
tice had  been  taken  in  the  House  of  Lords 
of  the  arrears  of  business  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  previous  to  a  motion  which  he 
made  about  two  years  ago.  He  did  not 
then  propose  his  plan  as  a  perfect  one, 
bat  as  one,  which  might  be  improved. 
The  great  delay  of  justice,  he  affirmed,  at 
that  time,  was,  in  fact,  a  denial  of  justice, 
liord  Man^eld  formerly  sat  for  lord  Thur- 
^low,  as  temporary  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Lords;  and  why  might  not  a  temporary 
Speaker  be  now  appointed }  In  his  opi- 
nion^ it  became  the  Hoose  to  repel  an  in- 
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sinoation  which  had  been  thrown  out 
as^ainst  them  as  the  Commons  of  England, 
which  imputed  to  them  some  of  the  de- 
lays which  had  taken  place.  He  declared 
jt  to  be  his  intention  to  vote  for  postponing 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Bill.  This 
measure,  he  contended,  would  be  attended 
with  inconveniencies  which  might  have 
been  avoided  had  the  course  been  pursued^ 
which,  on  a  former  occasion,  he  had  re- 
commended. He  thought  it  would  be 
well  for  the  House  to  pause«  and  to  consi- 
der if  some  more  effectual  remedy  could 
not  be  devised.  The  present  measure 
was  so  inadequate,  that  had  he  not  known 
from  what  quarter  it  came,  he  shonid  have 
imagined  it  had  originated  with  some 
country  attorney,  who  had  never  seen  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  If  any  lawyer  would 
take  upon  himself  to  say  the  Bill  before 
the  House  would  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  he  would  vote  for  it.  [An  hon. 
member  here  called  out  ^  I  will.'']  Mr. 
Taylor,  however,  declined  taking  his 
opinion  on  the  subject,  and  stated  the  im- 
pression on  his  mind  to  be  such,  that  it 
could  not  be  removed  by  the  decision  of 
all  the  Courts  of  Westminster. 

Mr.  Cannmgt  thinking  it  inexpedient 
that  this  Bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  was 
desireus  of  stating  his  objections  to  it ;  and 
should  do  so  Tery  briefly,  as  the  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  were  so  few  in  number,  and  so  small 
in  measure,  as  to  require  very  little  refu- 
tation. It  seemed  to  be  maintained,  that 
the  members  of  this  House  were  not  fit 
judges  of  such  a  question.  If  that  disqua- 
lification were  supposed  to  apply  generally, 
much  more  ^forcibly  must  it  apply  to 
those  members  (of  which  he  was  one)  who 
could  boast  of  no  means  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment but  plain  sense  unadorned  with  legal 
learning.  He  must  however  protest 
against  any  such  plea  in  bar  of  their  dis- 
cussions ;  and  must  deny  that  the  lay  part 
of  the  House  were  implicitly  to  adopt  the 
dicia  of  certain  learned  personages  in 
matter  not  oflaw,  but  of  regulation.  He 
yielded  all  respect  possible  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  but  could  not  consent  to  pass  the 
Bill  they  had  sent  down  without  examina- 
tion, borne  considerations  indeed  there 
were  which  might  perhaps  tend  to  dimi- 
nish ill  this  particular  instance  the  general 
respect  due  to  the  authority  of  their  lord* 
«hips.  It  appeared*  on  the  very  fiice  of 
the  Bill,  that  it  arose  out  of  arrears  ia 
their  lordships' jurisdiction.  They  might 
be  better  judges  of  the  extent  of  tba  evil ; 
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but  if  the  evil  lay  with  thein»  the  Com- 
moni  oogbt  not  to  exerciie  the  less  jea* 
lottsy  in  examinatioa  of  the  remedy  pro* 

A  learned  friend  of  hit  had  setooi  with 
reboking  an  excess  of  levity^  and  a  want 
of  grave  consideration  on  this  subject; 
hot  he  should  have  been  aware,  that  the 
sources  of  ridicule  were  not  merely  in 
things  which  were  in  themselves  ridicu* 
lous«  but«1so  in  the  attempted  approxima* 
lion  of  things  which  were  in  themselves 
irreconcilable,— >in  the  comparison  of 
lofty  pretensions,  with  paltry  means, 
«— in  the  contrast  of  magnificent  promises 
and  prospecu  with  the  total  inadequacy 
of  the  mode  suggested  for  following  up 
and  realizing  them.  If  the  Bill  was  to  be 
considered  as  the  resnlt  of  all  the  expe- 
rience and  wisdom  of  the  other  House, 
undoubtedly  on  that  groond  and  in  that 
character  it  was  to  be  received  with  the 
greatest  reverence ;  but  it  was  found  that 
all  this  learned  labour  had  only  produced 
an  ofiice,  which  the  legal  profession  must 
treat  with  contempt ;  then  in  spite  of  all 
pre-possessions  in  its  favour,  the  ridicule 
against  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
protested,  might  blamelessly  or  rather 
must  infallibly  attach  to  it. 

The  Bill  said,  that  whereas  great  ar- 
rears had  been  accumulated,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  do  so  and  so.  The  diminution  of 
this  accumulation  might,  to  be  sure,  be 
accomplished  in  either  of  two  ways  ;  by 
clearing  the  reservoir  at  once,  or  by  im- 
peding the  channel  whence  it  was  con- 
stantly supplied  with  so  rapid  a  current. 
The  Bill  appeared  to  follow  the  latter  of 
these  two  courses.  Its  most  obvious  and 
certain  effect  was  to  occasion  all  the 
causes  in  Chancery  to  be  tried  twice  over, 
A  process  which  must  necessarily  delay 
the  proceedings  of  that  court,  and  so  check 
the  vicious  rapidity  of  the  stream  of  A|>* 
peals  which  flowed  from  it  into  the  House 
of  Lords.  If  (the  tried  wisdom,  the  high 
legal  attainments,  and  pre-eminent  autho- 
rity of  that  great  magistrate,  who  had 
been  used  to  speak  from  the  bench  from 
which  be  (Mr.  Canning)  had  now  risen 
(i>ir  W.  Grant)  ;  did  not  prevent  constant 
appeals  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  from  his 
decisions  as  Master  of  the  Bolls,  it  was 
idle  to  suppose  that  from  the  new  Vice- 
Chancellor,  new  in  office,  new  and  unset- 
tled in  authority,  and  (be  be  who  he  may) 
probably  far  inferior  to  the  present  Master 
of  the  Bolls  in  leffal  knowledge  and  abi- 
litifib  tiMrt  troold  not  be  appeala  to  the 


Lord  Chancellor  in  a  far  greater  number. 
It  was  indeed  attempted  to  be  shewn,  that 
thift.new  creation  would  be  similar  to  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls :  but  there  was  this 
essential  difference  between  the  two  ma- 
gistracies. There  was  a  choice  allowed 
to  the  suitor  to  have  his  cause  carried  be- 
fore the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  or  before  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  therefore  it  was  the^ 
less  likely  that  he  should  desire  it  to  be 
reheard :  but  this  Bill  gave  the  Chancellor 
power  to  refuse  hearing  a  ease,  and  to 
send  it  to  the  Vice  Chancellor,  and 
in  every  case  which  was  thus  delegated 
from  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  to  his  de-. 
puty,  against  the  will  and  choice  of  the 
suitor,  it  was  surely  most  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  the  suitor  would  desire  a  re- 
hearing. Thus  therefore  the  accumula- 
tion before  the  Lords  might  indeed  be 
prevented  from  increasing  so  fast  as  at 
present,  since  every  cause  heard  by  the 
new  magistrate  would  probably  be  heard 
again  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  y  and  the 
suitor  perhaps,  might  be  sickened  by  this 
first  appeal,  and  deterred  from  prose* 
cuting  a  second  to  the  House  of  Lords*. 
But  how  would  this  device  tend  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  professed  object  of  the 
Bill,. the allowingthe  Lord  Chancellor  more 
time  for  attendance  in  the  House  of  Lords  ? 
After  all,  if  the  accumulation  of  Appeals  io 
that  House  be  the  evil  to  be  cured,  why 
was  not  some  remedy  applied  distinctly^ 
and  at  once,  to  the  seat  of  the  evil  ?  It  waa' 
surely  a  derogation  from  the  dignity  of 
the  House  of  Lords  to  suppose  that  they 
could  not  discharge  the  business  before 
them  ;  that  their  noble  natures  could  not 
rise  at  nine  o'clock  to  adjudge  the  cauaea 
at  their  bar ;  that  with  privileges  so  far  sur- 
passing those  of  other  senates,  they  could 
not  make  an  exertion  for  the  discharge 
of  these  important  duties-which  were  an- 
nexed to  such  high  privileges,  and  which, 
justified  and  ennobled  them  in  the  eyes  of 
their  country  and  the  world.  (Hear.) 
Why  should  such  reasonings  apply  to 
them  more  than  to  the  Commons?  The 
Lords  admitted  a  delay  amounting  to  a 
denial  of  justice*  What  degradation  or 
shame  could  it  be  to  the  Lords  to  adopt 
with  respect  to  their  own  proceedioga 
some  such  coercive  regulations  as  the 
Commons  had  adopted  to  secure  their 
discharge  of  their  owa  duty  in  cases  o£ 
contested  elections  ?  The  shame  seemed  to 
lie  in  stopping  short  between  the  removal 
of  abuse,  and  the  adoption  of  a  remedy. 
Was  it  a  problem  lo  obscure^  knotty,  and 
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difficulty  to  devise  the  means  of  securing 
a  sufficient  attendance  in  the  other  House« 
whatever  skill  it  might  have  required  to 
produce  suih  a  Bill  as  this?  No  !  Let  the 
House  reject  thrs  Bill,  and  a  better  mea- 
sure would  be  proposed  in  a  very  short 
time. 

'  The  learned  Serjeant  had  appealed  to 
their  cobfessibn  in  behalf  of  this  unhappy 
scrap  of  paper,  as  if  it  were  the  offspring 
of  tome  infant  member,  who  was  employ- 
ing his  untried  hand,  in  his  first  and  crude 
effort  to  remedy  some  acknowledged  evil, 
hoping  that  a  committee  would  lick  his 
unformed  abortion  into  some  sort  of  de- 
cent shape.  Another  learned  gentleman 
thought  they  were  treading  on  a  sort  of 
hallowed  ground,  and  that  we  could  AOt 
presume  even  to  alter  and  amend  the  Bill, 
such  as  it  was  sent  down  to  us,  without  a 
species  of  scandalum  magnatum  against  the 
legislative  wisdom  of  the  House  of  Lords ! 
The  Bill,  in  fact,  was  all  it  could  be.  A 
committee  was  useless.  It  would  offend 
the  Lords  more  to  send  it  back  to  them  so 
changed,  as  it  must  necessarily  be,  if  it 

'  was  to  be  made  useful  to  any  good  pur- 
pose whatever,  than  it  would  to  reject  it 
Altogether,  abstaining  however  at  the  same 
time  with  the  utmost  deference,  from  pre- 
suming to  suggest  any  other  method  of 
proceeding  in  a  case  which  appeared  to 
be  claimed  as  the  peculiar  province  of 
their  lordships;  and  leaving  their  lord- 
ships to  go  to  work  again  upon  a  new 
plan  better  calculated  for  their  own  credit 
and  the  public  satisfaction. 

He    begged  pardon   for  any  seeming 

.  levity,  if  he  were  guilly  of  any,  in  speak- 
ing vriih  freedom  of  this  strange  project : 
but  there  were  different  moods  in  which 
different  men  viewed  the  same  subjects : 
some  might  indulge  in  harmless  merri* 
ment ;  others,  (Ife  did  not  see  the  learned 
gentleman,  Mr.  Stephen,  present)_(Cry 
of  "  under  the  gallery")— Others,  then, 
(said  Mr.  C.)  might  view  this  mouse  which 
the  mountain  had  brought  forth,  with 
feelings  quite  **  melancholy  and  gentle- 
man I  ikt,^'  like  Master  Stephen,  in 
^' Every  Man  in  his  Humour!"  (Laugh- 
ing.) For  his  own  part  he  thought  there 
could  not  be  a  graver  subject  than  the 
due  and  speedy  administration  of  jostice  : 
but  on  the  other  hand  there  could  not  be  a 
more  hulicrous  association  than  that  of 
high  magisterial  functions,  and  great  of- 
ficial trust  with  all  the  circumstances  of 
degradation  and  disparagement  with 
wbiGb'tfae  new  magisuate,  procr^fed  by 


this  Bill,  b  to  be  invested.  It  Was  pre- 
tended, indeedi  that  the  power  of  the 
Lord  Chaoeellor  to  devolve  business  upon 
this  new  deputy  was  to  be  no  other  than 
that  which  ha  now  has  to  call  to  his  as- 
sistance any  one  of  the  Judges  or  Masters 
in  Chancery  nsmed  in  the  eommtttioti 
empowering  them  to  sit  for  the  Chan* 
cellbr.  Nothing  could  be  more  unlike. 
Compare  the  language  of  that  comttsission, 
with  that  of  this  Bill,  by  which  the  €han« 
cellor  was  to  ring  for  his  deputy.  It 
would  appear  that  the  judges,  when  called 
upon,  were  really  to  tit  for  the  Chancellor^ 
to  sit  as  the  Chancellor ;  to  do  his  bust* 
rtess;  to  execute  his  Unctions,  and  the 
result  was  to  be  of  as  great  valid Ity, 
force,  efficacy,  and  virtue,  as  if  from  the 
Chancellor  himself.  The  new  gentleman 
to  be  created  was  to  have  full  power, 
&c.,  but  "  in  such  manner,  nevertheless, 
and  under  such  regulations  and  restrie* 
tions,  as  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  order  and  direct."  If 
this  was  to  be'freedorti,  he  wished  to  know 
what  was  servitude  ?  If  this  was  volitimi, 
what  was  coercion  ?  What  was  such  a 
judge,  but  a  man  sitting  on  the  judgment- 
seat,  fettered  hand  and  foot  ?  And  was  it 
possible  to  conceive  that  aMy  decision  of 
such  a  magistrate  could  be  received  as  sa- 
tisfactory, and  acquiesced  in  as  final? 
(H6ar.)  Conceive  a  melancholy  client 
coming  into  court  and  directing  bis  soli- 
citor to  take  care  that  his  cause  is  aet 
down  for  hearing,  not  before  that  tedious 
indecisive  judge,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
(Hear!)  but  before  the  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor himself.  Soon  afterwards  he  hears 
that  his  cause  is  according  to  his  direction 
before  his  lordship  himself.-^So  much  the 
better.  At  least  the  hearmg  will  be  final. 
Some  time  afterwards  he  is  informed  that 
his  cause  is  decided  against  him*-by 
whom?  By  the  Lord  Chancellor  him- 
self? No  such  thing:  but  by  a  judga 
under  the  constant  direction  and  superin- 
tendance  of  the  Chancellor,  snliject  to  his 
interference  and  controul,  to  his  revisal, 
and  reversal,  or  alteration.—- What  conso- 
lation would  this  be  to  the  suitor— 'Who 
had  chosen  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his 
judge  in  preference  to  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  for  the  express  purpose  of  avoiding 
the  nedbssity  of  an  appeal,  which  would 
now  be  his  only  refuge  ?  Was  not  this  the 
meaning  of  the  Bill? — He  heard  aoma 
murmurs  near  him,  as  if  he  were  misre- 
presenting its  tenour  and  'purpoiH.  He 
certimiiy  did  not  naanto  oiitrt»|»mttit 
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it  llift  sdvocBUs  of  the  Bill  Ind  par- 
ticttlarlr  prtised  it  for  in  clMrnew*  It 
was  indeed  oterloaded  wilh  perspicaity» 
ftill  of  qaaliftcitiom*  and  limiuUoiM  and 
exceptiohi  and  pfoviioea>  patching  up  one 
hole  and  making  another  lo  patch  «p  in 
tditi;  and  itiTolted  tn  inexplicable  ox- 
planatioMi.  B««  after  all  was  not  the  ro- 
Mtlt,  as  he  had  stated  it,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  might  send  caaies  he  (did  not 
like  to  bis  Vice-Chancellor  as  he  pleased, 
just  as  he  would  order  away  a  corked 
liottle;  was  not  the  'Vice-Chancellor  to 
take  whaierer  was  sent  to  him— <o  abalain 
fmm  whatever  waa  not  thos  sent  lo  falim  ? 
To  btogWi  or  10  leave  oft  exactly  when 
and  wliere  the  Lord  Chancellor  pleased, 
at  the  b^^fnning.  or  the  middle^  or  end  of 
n  caoset'-jiaist  as  might  sett  the  Chancel* 
tor's  liiney  i  Hod  lie,  or  was  he  intended 
to  hkve^'Ony  ra|gtolar,  known,  fixed,  mfal* 
)igible»  «Qbstanitve  province  or  authority  ? 
fCaoffhi)  ^rob>  in  the  play,  Mungo,  in 
the  mrcoi  Sanchov  in  hia  island,  were  in  a 
auta  of  settled  jorifdictlon  compared  with 
this  new  officer !  If  the  form  ot  hk  Utba- 
aal  were  cepied  from  any  thing  at  all,  tt 
matt  have  been  from  8ancho  in  his  Kttio 
iaiaiid !  (Laagh.)  It  waa  to  be  a  delega- 
tion  by  fits  anid  snatchea^^^he  ofiif>ring  of 
the  fiomoorsand  leisureaof  the  Chancellor, 
deals  oat  in  bka  and  aeraps  of  jorisdic* 
Hon. 

It  really  required  more  credolity  than 
the  oothops  of  the  BiH  bad  a  right  to  ex* 
pect,  to  imagine  that  the  Bill,  even  thoagh 
rt  sbooM  receive  the  polishing  band  of 
the  learned  Serjeant,  could  ever  answer 
Ihe  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended. 
As  an  unlearned  member  of  parliament, 
his  vote  should  be  againft  the  introduction 
of  a  magistracy  which  it  was  not  fit  to 
create,  ft  was  not  hb  fault  that  the  pro- 
position was  so  objectionable.  "^^  ^' 
a  right  to  take  time  to  consider  this  Bill ;  as 
the  Lords  had  paused  foreleven  years  before 
they  hit  upon  this  mode  of  remedying  an 
hiconvenience  of  such  great  and  growing 
mischief.  If  indeed  it  was  contended  that 
they  were  not  etititled  to  object  to  this 
plan,  withoat  having  some  other  more 
perfect  pisn  to  propose  ;  he  would  answer, 
that  be  had  no  doubt  another  plan  might 
caaily  be  devised  ;  but  he  denied  the  ue- 
ceanty,  or  even  tbe  propriety  of  ortgtna* 
ting  it  in  tbe  Htfuse  of  Commons.  Tbe 
OMCf  was  on  the  Lords ;  not  on  them.  The 
evil  was  with  the  Lords,  who  pleaded  their 
own  fault,  and  applied  for  the  remedy. 
Tha  otibj  bo  beUe? ed,  wero  exaggerated. 
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and  mast  vanish  at  the  touch  of  a  roloraa* 
ing  band.  Let  tha  Lords  adopt  an  efficient 
measure,  and  tha  mass  of  evil  would  aaoa 
shrink  to  a  maiiagesi>le  sise. 

He  was  unable  to  folbw  the  reaaoninga 
of  Cbaaeery  Uwyera;  but  waa  uoGb  an 
officer  as  a  Vtce-Cbancellor  ever  racogaias* 
ad  before  in  England?  He  felt  tbe  highest 
respect  for  the  present  Lord  Chancellor, 
bat  he  must  consider  that  he  waa  odled 
upon  to  legislate,  not  <only  for  the  present 
times  but  for  poaterity.  He  wished  to 
preserve  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  in 
this  conntTT  in  all  the  plemtude^  of  iia 
powers  and  splendour  of  its  aathori^* 
iia  believed  in  bis  conacieaco  that  it  waa 
moat  easemially  important  to  the  oa»* 
stitotion  that  it  sliaald  bo  so  prasertod% 
He  thoo^t  that  it  waa  ona  of  thehigbaat 
prerogatives  of  the  aoveraiga/  that  ha 
ooold  take  a  man  fram  the  profession  of 
the  bar,  and  place  him  at  once  by  an  met 
of  power  ia  a  situation  giving  rank  and 
precedence  above  docal  xoroneta.  Thia 
high  prerogaci w,  hosvovar,  like  all  others^ 
would  be  exereiaed  with  a  reapoosibiii^ 
to  pablie  opinion;  and  althoagh  tha 
crown  might  make  whom  it  woara  Lonl 
Chancellor,  yet  it  woald  never  will  to 
make  any  man  a  Chancellor,  who,  id  tho 
public  eye,  waa  not  ceworivod  to  be  fitte 
that  high  station* 

He  wu  not  impating  any  negligence  to 
lord  Eldon,  when  he  said,  that  if  this  Bill 
should  pass,  a  time  might  come  when  all 
the  bosiaem  of  tbe  Coort  of  Chancery 
mtsfht  be  thrown  apoo  this  new  officer 
and  tho  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  that  in 
fctare  times  a  Lprd  CbaacoNor  might  ha 
chosen  chiefly  from  other  eonsideratioosi 
oncoanected  with  bis  legal  knowledge  or 
ability  to  preside  in  the  Coortfif  Chan* 
eery.  This  BHI  might  therefore,  lead  to 
tbe  destruction  of  the  high  office  of  Lord 
^Chancellor,  which  he  conceived  to  be,  aa 
it  now  stood,  an  office  of  tbe  greatest  im* 
pormnce,  as  well  in  a  oonstitatibnal  point 
of  view,  as  wrih  regard  to  the  administra* 
tion  of  the  important  duties  of  the  Conit 
of  Chancery.  Ho,  theiefore,  coold  aoa 
support  a  Bill  whi<4i  appeared  to  him  to 
do  thing8*utterly  anwise ;  to  create  a  ma« 
gistracy  unfit  to  be  Created,  and  to  en- 
danger by  innovation  open  its  character 
and  dotiea  a  tnagistracy  which  It  was  of 
the  highest  importanoe  to  maintain  on<- 
altered  and  unimpaired  ;  a  Bill  not  oal- 
ixilaied  to  remedy  the  evil  which  it  pro* 
leased  to  obviate,  and  risking  the  introauo* 
tion  of  other  etila  which  it  might  he  Ml^ 
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cult  hereafter  to  core :  a  Bill  directed  ta 
the  removal  -  of  an  obatraction  in  the 
course  of  justice  avowedly  of  a  temporary 
nature ;  and  effecting  (or  rather  not  efiect* 
ing)  that  object  by  a  permanent  dismem- 
berment of  the  highest  judicial  office  of  the 
constitution. 

Sir  Sanmd  Romiify  could  not  content 
himself  with  giving  a  silent  vote  upon  this 
question^  which  if  agreed  to  would  effect 
a  complete  change  in  the  character  of  fu* 
lure  Lord  Chancellors ;  and  that  the  coun* 
try  would  never  again  see  such  men  as 
Somers,  Camden,  or  Hardwicke.  He 
could  not  support  the  present  BiU ;  for  aU 
though  he  must  admit,  and  every,  body 
must  admit,  that  the  evil  which  was  stated 
was  a  most  serious  one,  yet  he  conceived 
that  the  remedy  proposed  was  still  more 
lerious^  and  that  it  was  an  evil  sljll  greater 
than  that  which  it  purported  to  reform. 
The  evil  which  now  existed  might,  how- 
ever, be  considered  as  a  temporary  one ; 
whereas,  the  remedy  proposed  would,  if 
agreed  to,  bring  upon  them  one  that  in  his 
opinion  would  be  permanent.  They  were 
now  called  upon  to  remedy  an  evil,  which 
the  other  House  had  taken  no  step  for 
many  years  to  remove.  The  House  of 
Lords,  though  the  arrears  had  long  been 
growing  upon  them,  had  never  taken  auy 
active  measures  for  removing  the  evil. 
They  had  not  continued  their  sittings 
longer  in  order  to  diminish  the  arrear  of 
causes  before  them,  nor  had  they  met 
earlier  in  the  day,  nor  ever  proceeded  to 
the  decision  of  any  appeal  in  the  absence 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  This  it  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  House  to  do  in  former 
times,  and  in  some  cases  it  might  be  better 
that  the  cause  should  be  decided  on  in  his 
absence,  as  Appeals  from  his  decisions  fre- 
quently came  before  them.  He  thought 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring 
the  attendance  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
lords  to  hear  causes,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  by  this  means  alone 
the  evil  might  gradually  be  removed.  He 
did  not  think  any  other  remedy  was  ne- 
cessary, and  at  least  he  thought  what  he 
bad  mentioned  ought  to  be  tried,  be- 
fore a  measure  like  that  now  proposed  were 
adopted.  If  their  lordships  had  either 
net  earlier  in  the  morning  for  this  purpose, 
or  continued  their  sittings  by  shorter  ad- 
journments, or  had  decided  causes  even 
when  the  Chancellor  was  not  present, 
there  would  not  now  have  been  such  an 
arrear  of  business  before  them.  The 
qnealiM  howet er  was  not  whether  any 
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other  remedy  could  be  devised?  but 
whether  that  proposed  ought  to  be  resorted* 
to?  He  conceived  that  the  present  Bilt 
would  alter  materially  the  oonstitutionaV 
course  of  the  business  of  the  Court  of  Chan* 
eery,  and  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor* 
After  a  few  successions  of  Vice-Chancellors^ 
there  would  be  no  more  men  found  to  d^s* 
charge  the  high  office  of  Lord  Chancel  lor, 
in  the  manner  it  had  hitherto  been  discharg- 
ed by  so  many  illustrious  men.  As  to  the 
great  increase  of  business  in  Chancery, 
which  had  been  so.tnuch  spoken  of,  there 
was  certainly  a  very  great  increase  in  the 
bankrupt  business,  but  a  very  small  in* 
crease  in  other  respects.  He  denied  that 
the  business,  strictly  so  called,  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  had  increased  since  the  year 
1750.  The  number  of  suits  was  not  now 
greater  than  in  the  time  of  lord  Hardwicke, 
but  they  were  perhaps  heard  at  greater 
length.  There  might  possibly  have  been 
less  indulgence,  or,  as  he  might  say,  less, 
invitation  to  frequent  hearings,  and  re- 
hearings  at  that  time,  and  which  were 
now  equally  injurious  to  the  clients  of 
that  Court  «and  to  the  public  at  large.. 
As  to  the  number  of  motions  in  lord 
Hardwicke's  time,  he  did  not  know  that 
they  were  much  lower  than  at  present,  al- 
though less  time  might  have  been  taken 
up  in  the  arguments  upon  them.  Lord 
Hardwicke  had  generally,  besides  his  morn- 
ing sitting,  sat  two  evenings  every  week 
for  hearing  causes,  and  instead  of  closing  bia 
sittings  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  had 
frequently  closed  them  at  two  o'cloc|c  m 
the  morning,  and  therefore  it  was  not  ex- 
traordinary that  in  his  time  there  was  so- 
small  an  arrear  of  business.  If  he  were 
called  upon  to  suggest  a  remedy  to  the 
evil  complained  of,  he  should  say,  that 
what  appeared  to  him  the  most  unobjec- 
tionable would  be  to  separate  the  bank* 
rupt  business  f^om  that  of  the  Chancery. 
It  was  said  that  as  many  of  those  bank*- 
rupt  cases  involved  pointa  of  great  diffi- 
culty and  importance,  and  the  decisioa 
was  to  be  final  and  without  appeal,  it  waa 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor should  determine  them  himself. 
He  could  nut  allow  the  justice  of  this  con<» 
elusion.  If  they  were  cases  of  difficulty 
and  importance,  it  certainly  required  that 
they  should  be  decided  by  a  man  of  abi* 
lity,  but  he  saw  no  necessity  why  this 
man  must  be  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Men 
could  be  easily  found,  of  the  highest  pro- 
fessional eminence,  who  would  be  perfect- 
ly cofl^peteot  to  tbiipart  of  the  duty  ;  god 
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«stt(fictent  coiDpansation  could  be  found 
out  for  theto,  in  the  emoloments  from  those 
bankrapt  cases.  He  coold  not  avpid, 
however,  quoting  here>  the  opinion  of 
their  committee,— ^<  that  it  was  highly 
objectionable  that  judges  should  be  paid 
from  fees,  especially  from  fees  ostensibly 
belonging  to  their  secretary  or  some  infe« 
rior  c^cer."  By  this  it  appeared  that 
the  fees  of  bankruptcy,  which  were  paid 
to  an  officer  for  the  bankruptcy,  were  ac- 
counted for  bv  that  officer  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  "this,  in  bis  opinion,  was  de« 
cidediy  wrong-^a  judge  ought  never  to 
be  paid  by  rees.  He  should  therefore 
most  earnestly  recommend  that  these  fees 
should  be  abolished,  and  the  salary  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  proportionably  increased, 
if  it  should  appear  that  the  other  emolu- 
ments of  his  office  did  not  afford  him  a 
tuffibient  remuneration.  Next  to  taking 
away  the  bankrupt  business,  he  thought 
the  separating  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Lords  from  that  of  Chancellor, 
would  be  a  far  better  mode  than  that 
which  was  proposed  in  the  present  Bill. 
>  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  Chancellor  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster  might  not  be  made 
an  efficient  situation,  and  why  he  might 
not  sit  in  other  courts.  He  knew  that  the 
present  possessor  of  it  (Mr.  Bathurst)  was 
eminent  in  the  profession  of  the  law  while 
he  practised  it ;  and  he  did  not  see  why 
the  place^  might  not  in  future  be  given  to 
professional  men,  with  duties  annexed  to 
It.  As  to  the  natute  of  this  office,  it  was  to 
be  totally  different  from  that  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  or  of  the  judges  sitting  under 
a  commission.  The v,*  when  sitting  in  the 
place  of  the  Chancellor,  beard  and  deter- 
mined every  cause  which  came  before 
them,  whether  important  or  not;  but 
never  was  there  such  an  indignity  put  be- 
fore upon  any  judge,  as  to  tell  him  that 
be  was  never  to  determine  any  cases  of 
difficulty  or  importance.  As  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  was  to  be  for  life,  while  the  of- 
fice of  Lord  Chancellor  was  removable 
at  pleasare,  it  might  at  some  future  time 
happen^  that  a  Chancellor  might  have  an 
unreasonable  prejudice  against  the  Vice- 
Chsncellor.  It  was  well  known,  that  lord 
Thurlow  had  such  a  prejudice  against  his 
Master  of  the  Rolls  (lord  Alvanley,  than 
whom  there  was  hardly  ever  a  better 
equity  judged,  that  he  would  never  allow 
him  to  sit  in  his  place.  Such  things  might 
happen  again,  and  instead  of  that  mutual 
agreement  and  concord  subsisting  between 
these  greaA  la(Vf  *o£cera  w.hich  would  tend 


to  the  dispatch  of  busines^  a  state  of 
things  might  arise  from  which  only  in- 
creased, extended,  and  protracted  litigation 
most  ensue.  He  wished  that  ministers 
would  really  find  out  the  opinion  of  the 
profession  at  large  upon  this  .subject,  and 
not  confine  themselves  to  the  opinions  of  a 
few  of  their  parliamentary  mends.  It 
was  said  the  public  would  pay  nothing  for 
this  new  officer,  as  he  would  be  partly 
paid  out  of  the  interest  of  the  fund  of  nn^ 
claimed  mone^  now  in  Chancery.  He 
could  not  avotd  noticing  this  fund,  out 
of  which  part  of  this  salary  was  proposed 
to  be  paid,  called  the  Dead  Fnni^  and 
amounting  to  9,000/.  per  annum,  being 
the  interest  of  money  put  into  that  Court 
and  never  claimed :  its  very  existence  ap- 
peared to  him  a  subject  which  called  for 
parliamentary  enquiry.  It  was  the  money 
of  suitors  placed  in  that  Court  for  se- 
curity ;  but  which  the  suitors  were  ofVen 
obliged  to  abandon  from  the  great  difficul- 
ties they  found  in  bringing  forward  their 
cause.  It  was  possible  it  would  never  be 
called  for;  but  had  they  a  right  to  assume 
that 'this  would  be  the  case  ?  Considering 
the  remedy  proposed  a  greater  mischief 
than  the  evil  complained  of,  be  mutt  op* 
pose  the  present  Bill,  which  would  do  tha 
greatest  mischief  to  the  Conrt  of  Chancery, 
and  entirely  alter  its  constitutioni  while  it 
created  a  new  and  unnecessary  officer  to 
be  subjected  to  every  species  of  indignity, 
or  else  to  be  altogether  useless. 

Mr.  WdheraU  was  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  measure.  I(  two  years  discussion  and 
consideration  of  it  were  not  sufficient,  he 
did  not  know  what  would  be  reckoned  a 
reasonable  time  for  enquiring  into  its  ex- 
pediency, nor  what  would  satisfy  the  gen* 
tlemen  on  the  other  side.  The  business  of 
the  Court,  he  maintained,  had  increased 
so  much,  that  since  the  year  1750  the 
number  of  Appeals  bad  oeen  'not  only 
doubled,  but  trebled.  This  proved  the 
evil  complained  of  was  not  a  temporary 
evil,  and  therefore,  being  permanent,  it 
was  one  which  called  for  the  permanent 
remedy  now  proposed.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  then  entered  more  into 
detail,  and  contended,  that  the  Bill  offered 
the  most  efficacious  and  constitutional 
means  for  redressing  the  grievances  under 
which  the  subjects  of  these  realms  now  la* 
boured,  from  the  necessary  delay  and  ar- 
rear  of  business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
and  House  of  Lords.  He  dented  that  tM 
new  officer  would  be  either  inefficient  or 
degraded,  and  on  the   contrary*  argutd 
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that  inftny  men  of  competent  legal  know- 
ledge>  high  character,  and  excellent  abi- 
litieSf  would  be  found  eligible  to,  and 
ready  to  undertake  the  discbarge  of,  its 
important  functions.  He  replied  to  the  ar> 
guments  for  leparating  the  bankruptcy 
busineM  from  the  office  of  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, which  suggestion  he  oondemned  as 
moat  unime,  since  it  would  be  impradent 
to  give' the  power  of  finally  adjudicating 
ffoperty  of  an  amount  so  immense  as  that 
contained  in  these  caaea,  to  an  inferior  of- 
ficer ;  and  if  appeal  was  allowed,  then  the 
aeparttton  would  aifford  no  relief.  He 
also  expressed  his  opiiuon,  in  common 
with  the  opinions  of  every  lawyer  and 
atatesman  who  had  turned  their  attention 
to  the  subject,  to  be  entirely  hostile  to  the 
idea  of  separating  the  duties  of  Speaker 
in  the  House  of  Peers  from  the  other 
duties  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  This  had 
been  so  universally  held  to  be  inexpedient 
by  all  men  whose  authority  was  of 
weight,  that  it  would  be  idle  in  him  to  re- 
peat their  reasons  for  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion, in  the  propriety  of  which  he  most 
perfectly  coincided.  He  justified  the 
application  of  the  Dead  Fond  to  the  pay- 
ment of  part  of  the  salary  of  the  new  of- 
ficer, and  closed  bis  observations  by 
warmly  approving  of  every,  part  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Solkiior^General,  (Sir  W.  Garrow) 
in  a  speech  of  great  animation,  gave  his 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  against 
the  Amendment.  He  inaisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  justice  for  the  sub- 
jeas  of  the  realm,  now  exposed  to  many 
inconveniencies,  by  the  delay  in  the 
courts  of  law ;  and  replied  to  the  various 
arguments  which  had  been  addressed 
against  the  Bill.  He  ridiculed  the  idea 
of  taking  a  judge  from  each,  or  from  either 
iji  the  other  courts,  for  the  purpoee  of 
constituting  or  relieving  a  court  of 
equity.  The  judges  in  the  courts  of  com- 
mon law  had  already  more  busineu  to  per- 
form tlian,  with  their  utmost  diligence, 
they  couM  get  through,  and  it  was  ab- 
surd to  look  for  relief  to  those  c|oarters. 
What  then  were  they  to  do?  A  great 
evil  existed-i«4in  evil  which  amounted  al- 
most, in  many  cases,  altogether  to  a  denial 
of  justice  to  suitors  and  to  the  public. 
Were  they  to  acquiesce  in  this  state  of  the 
law,  or  ought  not  the  House  rather  to  de- 
clare that  it  wanted  an  instant  remedy, 
which  thev  would  hasten  to  apply  by 
passing  a  Bill  of  the  description  now  be- 
fore them.     Ua  did  not  mean  to  say  bat 
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'  tliat  several  amendments  ubm  the  measure 
might  be  suggested  in  the  Committee; 
but  he  contended,  that  in  principle  the 
Bill  was  most  deserving  of  their  unanimooa 
support,  which  was  the  whole  extent  of  tbe 
vote  they  were  now  called  on  to  give.  They 
wanted  a  prompt  decision  and  ^n  efiectual 
remedy  for  a  very  crying  evil,  and  in  his 
opinion,  the  measure  proposed  would  be 
found  the  best  practical  reosedy  that  conld 
be  devised,  lit  had  therefore  bis  most 
cordial  support. 

Mr.  Ponnmij^  maintained,  that  the  evil 
created  by  the  Bill  would  be  far  greater 
than  tbe  evil  it  was  intended  to  remedy. 
The  measure  would  go  to  alter  the  judicial 
system  of  the  country  in  its  very  basis; 
which  attempt  had  never  been  made  be- 
fore, and  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  crpwn 
itself.  He  trusted  the  House  would  resist 
that  attempt,  and  reject  the  Bill  altogether, 
by  voting  for  the  amendment. 

The  House  then  divided  upon  the 
Amendment,  Ayes  122;  Noes  201 ;  Ma- 
jority against  the  Amendment  79.  Tbe 
original  question  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  was  then  carried  without  a  di* 
vision. 
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Friday,  February  12. 

Naval  Officers  in  the  Service  of 
THE  East  India  Company.]  The  Earl  of 
Hardwycke  rose  and  said,  that  the  Petition 
which  be  held  in  his  hand  was  from  a  de* 
•cription  of  persons  who^  whatever  might 
be  the  ultimate  decision  of  parliament 
Qpoo  the  great  and  important  question 
which  was  shortly  to  be  submitted  iq  their 
consideration,  had  as  strong  a  claim  to 
have  their  case  considered  with  the  most 
favourable  attention,  as  any  class  of  indi- 
viduals whose  interests  were  connected 
with  the  subject  to  which  he  alluded  :  he 
meant  the  officers  employed  in  the  naval 
fervice  of  the  East  India  Company.  Many 
of  these  gentlemen  had  received  their 
education  in  the  royal  navy ;  and  from 
the  great  extent  to  which  the  navy  of  this 
country  was  carried  in  time  of  war,  had 
found  themselves,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
deprived  of  the  profession  to  which  they 
had  dedicated  some  of  the  best  years  of 
their  lives ;  in  some  cases,  from  not  being 
appointed  to  any  commission  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy,  and  in  others^  where  they 
had  received  their  first  commission  of  lieu- 
tenaat,  from  being  divappointed  of  any 
further  advancement  or  employment  in 
the  navy*  In  this  situation,  many  officers 
had  entered  into  the  naval  service  of  the 
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East  India  Company,  and  had  contributed 
to  maintain  the  high  character  by  which 
it  bad  been  so  long  distinguished.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  were  instances  of  of- 
ficers who  had  been  or i finally  in  the  ser« 
vice  of  the  Company,  having  afterwards 
entered  into  the  royal  navy,  in  which 
they  had  risen  to  the  .  highest  rank  and 
honoars.  Upon  the  whole,  considering 
the  character  of  the  Company's  naval  of* 
ficers,  for  nautical  knowledge,  skill,  abi* 
lity,  and  courage,  of  which  many  in- 
stances had  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
present  war,  lord  Hardwicke  trusted  that, 
whenever  the  subject  of  the  East  India 
trade  was  discussed,  their  case  would  re- 
ceive that  degree  of  attention  from  parlia* 
ment  to  which  it  is  so  justly  entitled. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Petitions  respecting  tbe  Claims  or 
THE  Roman  Catholics.]  Petitions  against 
the  Catholic  Claims  were  presented  from 
the  archdeacon,  clergy,  and  laity,  of  the 
archdeaconry  of  Colchester,  the  archdea- 
con and  clergy  of  Essex,  the  archdeacon 
and  clergy  of  St.  Albans,  and  the  dean 
and  chapter,  archdeacon  and  clergy  of 
the  diocese  of  Worcester  by  the  bishop  of 
London;  from  the  corporation  of  Chi- 
chester by  the  bishop  of  Chichester,  and 
from  the  corporation  of  Ripon  by  the  earl 
of  Hare  wood. 

The  Duke  of  Leinsier  spoke  to  the  fol« 
lowing  effect :— I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
Petitions  lying  on  the  table;  but  I  am 
anxious  to  seize  the  first  opportunity,  lest 
I  should  be  prevented  attending  the  main 
question,  of  expressing  my  firm  conviction 
of  the  justice  and  expediency  of  admitting 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  to  all 
the  benefits  of  the  British  constitution.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  possible  in* 
terest  these  petitioners  can  have,  in  ex« 
eluding  the  great  body  of  my  country- 
men from  all  share  in  the  government.  I 
am  sure  your  lordships  and  the  country 
have  a  great  interest  in  giving  them  the 
same  motives  of  attachment  that  English* 
men  have.  Give  them  these,  and  they 
will  not  only  be  loyal  subjects,  but  an  at- 
tached and  grateful  people.  1  live  among 
them,  and  I  am  anxious  to  bear  my  testi- 
mony to  their  deserving  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  those  privileges,  to  which,  as  sub- 
jects of  this  great  and  free  country,  they 
are  entitled  by  their  birth. 

A  Petition  to  the  same  effect  from  tbe 
corporation  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
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Guildford  was  presented  by  lord  Walsing- 
bam. 

The  Duke  o(  Norfolk  obserTed  upoQ  an 
expression  in  the  Petition,  setting  forth 
that  the  Catholics  had  repeatedly  claimed 
*'  the  right  of  enjoying  political  power,*' 
thathisMajesty^s  Roman  Catholic  subjects 
never  had  laid  claim  to  political  power, 
but  only  to  the  eligibility  of  attaining  it  if 
their  merits  should  be  round  deserving  of 
it.  He  could  not,  therefore,  let  such  an 
unfounded  assertion  in  the  Petition  pass 
,  without  contradicting  it. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 
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Friday,  February  12. 

Petitions  against  tbb  Claims  of 
THE  '  Roman  Catholics  —  from  thb 
Clergy,  &c.  of  Chichester  —  Arch- 
deaconry OF  Lewes— Mayor,  &c.  of 
Guildford — Dean  and  Clergy  ofSarum, 
AND  Archdeacon,  &c.  of  Wilts — ^Arch- 
deacon AND  Clergy  of  Sarum— -Arch- 
deaconry OF  Essex— -AND  Church- 
wardens, &c.  OF  St.  Leonard's  Shore- 
ditch.]  A  Petition  of  the  clergy  and 
certain  of  the  laity  within  the  archdea- 
conry and  diocese  of  Chichester,  was  pre- 
sented and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  understood 
that  their  fellow  subjects  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  have  an  inten- 
tion of  applying  daring  the  present  ses- 
sion bf  parliament  for  the  repeal  of  those 
acts  which  exclude  them  from  holding 
certain  offices  and  situations  of  power 
and  trust ;  and  that  they  must  begin  by 
professing  their  strong  and  steady  ad- 
herence  to  the  principles  of  that  Revolu- 
tion which  placed  his  majesty  king  Wil- 
liam on  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms ; 
and  they  desire  clet^rly  to  express  their 
opinion  that  every  degree  of  toleration 
compatible  with  the  security  of  the  esta- 
blished XJhurch  ought  to  be  granted  with- 
out hesitation  both  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics and  to  Protestant.  Dissenters ;  bat 
they  crave  leave  to  adopt  the  very  words 
of  that  great  and  wise  prince  whom  they 
have  mentioned,  who,  though  himself  a 
sealous  friend  to  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
and  a  decided  enemy  to  every  species  of 
perse^tion,  declared  however  openly, 
tliat  ''  he  could  by  no  means  wee  to  the 
repeal  of  those  laws  that  tended  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  Protestant  religion,  since  the 
Koman  Catholics  received  no  other  pre* 


judices  from  these  than  their  being  ex- 
cluded from  parliament  and  public  em« 
ployments;  and  that  by  them  the  Pro- 
testant religion  was  sheltered  from  all  th« 
designs  of  the  Roman  Catholics 'against  it, 
or  against  the  public  safety;    and  that 
these  laws  could  not  be  said  to  carry  any 
severity  in  them  agi^rnst  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics upon  account  of  their  consciences, 
being  only  provisions  qualifying  men  to 
be  members  of  parliament,  or  to  be  capa- 
ble of  bearing  office,  by  which  they  must 
declare  before  God  and  man  that  thejr 
were  for  the  Protestant  religion ;  so  that 
indeed  all  this  amounted  to  no  more  than 
a  securing  the  Protestant  religion  from 
any  prejudice  it  might  receive  from  the 
Roman  Catholics;"    and  that   the  peti- 
tioners,  after  thus  expressing  their   real 
sentiments,  beg  leave  further  to  observa 
to  the  House,  that  even  the  strongest  ad- 
vocates for  the  repeal  of  the  existing- laws 
prfoess  however  not  to  wish  for  it  unless 
m  a  way  which  should  not  be  prejudicial 
to  the  established  Church,  which  the  pe- 
titioners humbly  conceive  implies  a  con- 
cession that  it  might  be  effected  in  some 
ways  which  would  be  prejudicial;  they 
conceive  also  that  in  such  a  case  they 
who  wish  for  the  repeal  of  existing  laws 
are  themselves  bound,  prior  to  any  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  to  point  out  spe- 
cifically the  securities  intended  to  be  of- 
fered, in   order  that  the  establishments 
which  have  been  hitherto  preserved  by 
means  of  those  laws  shall  not  be  endan- 
gered by  the  repeal  of  them ;  but  cfaey 
observe,  with  real  concern,  that  nothing 
of  this  sort  has  yet  been  attempted  to  be 
pointed  out ;  on  the  contrary,  they  beg 
leave  to  remark  that  one  of  the  slightest 
and  least  important  of  those  securities, 
which   even  Catholic  states  and  princes 
have  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  against 
the  intolerable  doctrines  and  pretensions 
of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  hss  nevertheless 
been  formally  refused,  and  declared  to  be 
inadmissible  by  the  prelates  of  the  Irish 
Catholics;   and   that  the  petitioners  also 
beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  as  an  undisputed    fact  of 
history',  that  many  of  these  doctrines  and 
pretensions  of  Che  bishop  of  Rome  are  di- 
rectly adverse  to  the  well-being  of  every 
independent  kingdom,  and  have  been  so 
found  and  declared  to  be  by  many  stales 
and  princes  who  have  professed  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners are  not  aware  that  any  of  these 
doctrines  or  pretensions  have  ever  been 
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renounced  or  diiclaimcd  by  aoy  of  th«. 
bishops  of  Rome ;  on  the  coairaryy  they 
find,  10  many  late  pubHcations,  some  of 
which  are  supposed  to  proceed  from  high 
authority  among  the  Roman  Cathohc 
clergy  in  Ireiandi  the  direct  avowal,  that 
the  religious  opinions  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics being  unchangeable  are  applicable  to 
all  times  ;*  and  that  on  these  grounds  the 
petitioners  humbly  conceive  that  the  very 
same  dangers  which  our  forefathers  were 
at  so  much  pains  to  guard  against,  are 
still  undiminished,  and  that  the  same  pre* 
cautions  against  them  are  still  necessary ; 
they  therefore  most  humbly  implore  the 
House  not  to  repeal  those  laws,  nor  to  re-* 
voke  those  securities  which  our  ancestors 
thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  enact 
smd  provide  for  the  stability  and  perma- 
nence of  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical  esta- 
blishments.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  clergy  of  the  arch- 
deaconry of  Lewes^  was  read;  setting 
forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  hum- 
bly to  represent  to  the  House,  that  they 
are  informed  an  application  is  intended  to 
be  made  to  parliament,  to  repeal  the  laws 
which  render  Roman  Catholics  incapable 
of  holding  certain  situations  of  power  and 
trust  under  government;  and  therefore 
with  all  humility,  they  request  to  express 
their  firm  reliance  on  parliament  for  con- 
tinuing such  restraints  upon  them  as  in  its 
wisdom  it  may  deem  expedient,  being  per- 
suaded that  a  full  and  unqualified  eman« 
cjpation  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
secoritjf  of  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
csUblishment." 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  corporation, 
and  several  inhabitants  of  Guildford,  Sur- 
rey, was  read ;  setting  forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  have  long  wit- 
nessed, with  anxious  concern,  the  repeated 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  the  right 
of  enjoying  full  and  unrestrained  political 
power,  but  that,  relying  on  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  to  resist  such  claims,  they  re- 
frained from  petitioning  against  them  till 
they  became  apprehensive  that  their  si- 
Jence  might  be  construed  into  indifierence 
or  even  approbation ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  firmly  attached  to  the  cause  of 
toleration  in  all  matters  of  religious  wor- 
ship^ and  are  influenced  by  no  illiberal  or 
Ugotted  spirit  of  exclusion  or  oppression, 
but  rejoice  to  see  all  their  fellow  subjects 
posseMing;  as  they  now  dp|  the  right  of 


worshipping  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  conscience ;  but  the  ^e« 
titioners  cannot  conceal  that  they  consider 
the  further  extension  of  political  power  to 
their  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects 
would  be  destructive  of  the  fundaipental 
principles  of  the  British  constitution,  and 
most  dangerous  to  the  religious  and  civi^ 
liberties  6f  the  Roman  Catholics  them* 
selves,  as  well  as  of  the  Protestants,  being 
fully  persuaded  that  the  admission  of  a  fo« 
reign  jurisdiction  in  spiritual  matters,  which 
foreign  jurisdiction  the  Roman  Catholics 
admit,  will  necessarily  have  great  influence 
over  them  in  civil  and  political  matters; 
and  therefore  most  earnestly  praying  tha 
House,  that  the  blessings  and  adrantagea 
of  our  present  happy  constitution  may  not 
be  endangered  by  innovations  and  hazard- 
ous experiments,  and  that  the  House  will 
maintain  inviolable  this  essential  principle 
of  the  British  constitution,  that  the  legis- 
lative and  executive  authority  of  this 
Protestant  country  should  be  administered* 
only  by  a  Protestant  government.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  oC 
the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum; — two 
Petitions  of  the  dean  of  Sarum,  the  clergy 
of  his  jurisdiction  and  the  clergy  of  othev 
peculiar  jurisdictions,  within  the  diocese  of 
Sarum ;— and  a  Petition  of  the  archdeacon 
and  clergy  of  the^chdeaconry  of  Wilts» 
were  also  presented  sind  read  ;.setting  forth» 

"  That  the  petitioners,  in  common  with 
the  Protestant  laity  of  this  United  King- 
dom, sincerely  and  heartily  rejoice  in  the 
toleration  which  has  been  granted  to  their 
fellow  subjects  profewing  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  religion,  and  should  equally  rejoice 
in  the  concession  of  any  further  induU 
gences,  if  any  such  are  wanting,  to  make 
that  toleration  com|>lete  ;  and  that  they 
have  been  hitherto  unwilling  to  increase 
the  ferment  created  by  repeated  ducus- 
sions  on  the  claims  of  the  Koman  Catbo« 
lies,  but,  apprehensive  less  further  silence 
should  be  construed  into  acquiescence,  if 
not  approbation  of  their  pretensions,  they 
deem  it  their  duly  to  express  their  alarm 
at  the  perseverance  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics in  demanding  unlimited  admission 
not  only  to  offices  of  high  trust  and  power, 
but  even  into  the  legislature  itself,  under  a 
monarchy  and  constitution  fun|!amen tally 
Protestant ;  because,  by  the  unequivoc 
avowal  of  their  own  priesthood  and  m' 
enlightened  advocates,  the  Roman  Ca* 
lie  Church  is  still  the  same  in  its  doct 
and  discipline  as  at  the  time  of  the  F 
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nation ;  because  it  still  claims  the  same 
spiritual  power,  still  arrogates  the  same 
infallibility,  still  considers  all' Protestants 
as  without  the  pale  of  Christian  commu-' 
nion ;  and,  finally,  because  the  members 
of  that  Church  In  these  realms  still  ac- 
knowledge themselves  subject  to  a  foreign 
supremacy ;  and  that,  convinced  that  the 
Protestant  succession  to  the  throne,  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  and  the  safety  of 
the  established  Church,  rest  on  the  same 
ba^is,  and  are  inseparably  connected,  the 
petitioners  do  roost  humbly  but  ardently 
implore  the  House  to  maintain  those  laws 
and  preserve  inviolate  those  securities  and 
bulwarks  of  our  constitution  in  Church  and 
Slate,  under  which  this  country,  since  the 
epoch  of  the  Revolution,  has  enjoyed  a 
degree  of  prosperity  and  happiness  un- 
known to  other  nations^  and  unexampled 
in  former  ages/' 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Sarum^  was  also 
read ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave,  with 
all  due  respect  and  humility,  to  lay  before 
the  House  their  Petition,  on  behalf  of  the 
Pro  estant  establishment  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  endangered,  as  they  conceive, 
by  the  measure  now  under  consideration 
in  favour  of  their  fallow  subjects  of  the 
Romish  persuasion ;  and  that,  under  the 
due  influence  of  that  spirit  of  Christian 
charity,  whichls  among  the  distinguish* 
ing  marks  of  the  true  Church,  they  can- 
not possibly  entertain  the  most  distant 
wish  to  interfere  with  that  perfect  tolera- 
tion which  constitutes  an  amiable  feature 
in  the  constitution  of  this  country;  but 
regarding,  as  they  most  certainly  do. 
Protestantism  to  be  an  essential  part  of  the 
British  constitution,  when,  on  looking  into 
the  page  of  history,  they  observe  in  what 
way  the  Church  of  Rome  employed  that 
power  which  it  formerly  possessed  in  this 
kingdom;  and  when  they  consider  that 
the  character  of  that  Church,  according 
to  the  declaration  of  its  most  enlightened 
advocates,  is  unchanged,  and  unchange- 
able, having  been  publicly  and  expressly 
told,  that  "  if  any  one  pretend  to  insinuate 
that  the  modern  Roman  Catholics  dijBTer  in 
one  iota  from  their  ancestors,  he  either 
deceives  himself  or  he  wishes  to  deceive 
others;"  they  cannot  contemplate,  with- 
out the  most  serious  apprehension,  a  resto* 
ration  of  power  to  those  who  stand  so- 
leronlv  bound  by  the  canons  of  their 
^DuacilSf  and  their  religious  obligations. 
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to  employ  that  power,  when  obtained,  to 
the  destruction  of  our  constitution  both 
in  Church  and  State;  should  it  appear, 
however,  to  th6  House  in  its  wisdom,  that 
these  alarming  effects,  which  the  peti- 
tioners cannot  help  anticipating,  are  not 
likely  to  result  from  the  measure  in  con- 
templation, still,  as  the  appointed  ministers 
of  the  true  faith  in  this  land,  they  consider 
that  they  should  be  justly  chargeable  with 
a  shameful  dereliction  of  their  sacred 
trusty  were  they  not  on  this  occasion  to 
remonstrate,  as  they  most  respectfully  do, 
against  the  surrender  of  those  bulwarks 
by  which,  under  Divine  Providence,  that 
faith  has  long  been  defended ;  and  that, 
aware  of  the  miserable  confusions  which 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  esta- 
blished Church  being  deprived  of  that  to* 
lerant  ascendancy,  which  equally  prevents 
the  unchristian  conflicts  of  contending 
sects,  and  the  overbearing  jurisdiction  of 
a  foreign  supremacy  ;  and  persuaded  that 
every  indulgence,  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  a  Protestant  establishment,  has 
already  been  granted  to  the  members  of 
the  Romish  Church,  that  more  cannot,  in 
their  opinion,  at  least  be  done  for  then, 
without  encouraging  the  growth  of  Po- 
pery, and  exposing  this  free  and  enlight- 
ened country  to  the  danger  of  those  erro- 
neous, intolerant,  and  slavish  principles 
which  have  in  former  times  been  its  mi- 
serable companions;  they  humbly,  but 
at  the  same  time  most  earnestly  pray,  that 
whatever  measures  in  favour  of  our  fellow 
subjects  of  the  Romish  persuasion  poli- 
tical wisdom  shall  at  this  time  deem  expe- 
dient, (a  subject  en  which  the  petitioners 
may  not  be  fully  competent  to  form  a  judg* 
ment,)  that  those  judicious  securities,  by 
which  the  pure  faith  and  worship  of  oot 
venerable  Church,  the  invaluable  pur- 
chase of  the  labours,  the  wisdom,  and  thfi 
blood,  of  our  pious  ancestors,  have,  under 
the  continuing  favour  of  a  gracious  Pro- 
vidence, long  been  preserved,  may, 
through  the  constitutional  decision  of  the 
House  on  this  important  occasion,  be 
handed  down  inviolate  to  our  latest  gene* 
ration.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  clergy  of  the  archdea* 
conry  of  Essex,  was  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  viewed  with 
much  apprehension  the  several  efibrta 
which  have  been  made  for  obtaining  in* 
dulgences  to  persons  of  the  Roman  Catbo* 
lie  communion,  even  beyond  what  tho 
wisdom  of  parliament  has  already  granted^ 
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uader  the  miM  g«Ternment  of  their  he- 
loved  soYereign,  and  feariog  that  those 
efibrts  may  he  repeated,  would  humbly 
represent  the  danger  which,  in  their 
opinion,  would  arise  from  farther  conces- 
sions ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  knowing 
tbemseWes  fallible,  presume  not,  on  points 
of  faith  and  doctrine,  to  fetter  the  opi« 
Dions  of  other  men,  and  would  allow  to  all 
the  utmost  freedom  in  religious  worship, 
hot  must  deprecate  any  indulgences  which 
may  increase  the  means  of  propagating 
what  the  petitioners  conscientiously  be- 
lieve to  be  error,  and  what,  as  ministers  of 
the  Gospel,  and  of  the  Protestant  Church, 
they  feel  it  their  duty  to  counteract ;  and 
they  conceive  that  it  would  be  derogating 
from  the, sincerity  and  zeal  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  their 
continued  endeavours  to  disseminate  the 
principles  to  which  they  have  shewn 
themselves  so  strongly  attached  ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  fear  not  cfniy  their  increase 
of  error  in  religion,  from  the  success  of 
these  efforts,  but  also  great  political  dan- 
ger ;  they  have  considered  the  civil  estab- 
lishment of  this  kingdom,  as  united,  in  its 
essential  interests,  with  the  national 
church,  and  must  always  feel  serious 
alarm  for  both  from  those  particular  opi- 
nions of  the  church  of  Rome  which  are 
immediately  connected  with  political 
tenets  and  practice,  and  which  have,  in 
times  pasty  been  found  powerful  instru- 
menu  of  policy,  through  their  influence 
on  the  mindsof  their  adherents;  and  that 
the  petitioners  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
that  the  nature  and  tendency  oi^  these 
tenets  remain  unaltered,  although  their 
effects  have  been  limited  by  the  wise  re- 
straints imposed  by  the  constitution  of  this 
realm,  and,  until  they  are  expressly,  and 
by  authority,  disavowed  in  principle,  and 
discontinued  in  practice,  the  petitioners 
cannot  but  consider  it  highly  dangerous 
to  intrust  any  share  of  power,  in  framing 
or  dispensing  the  law,  or  in  conducting 
the  gOTemment  of  the  country,  to  the 
hands  of  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
who,  while  they  demand  the  removal  of 
every  restraint  or  precaution  against  them, 
do  not  ofier  on  their  parts  any  correspon- 
dent concession;  and  the  petitioners 
bamhiy  conceire,  that  favour  towards  the 
Homan  Catholics  has  been  extended  to 
the  utmost  limit  of  toleration  ih  religion, 
tnd  even  beyond  it,  in  the  public  patronage 
of  one  of  their  principal  seminaries  ;  and 
that  the  few  remaining  civil  restrictions, 
of  which  they  are  impatient,  are  but  the 
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necessary  safeguards  of  the  constitution : 
and  they  therefore  humbly,  but  earnestly, 
pray  that  the  House  will,  in  their  wisdom, 
be  pleased  to  continue  those  salutary  li- 
mitations against  the  Roman  Catholics, 
under  which,  by  the  protection  of  the  AU 
mighty,  this  nation  has  enjoyed  the  bless« 
ings  of  a  pure  religion  and  uncorrupt  ad* 
ministration  of  equal  laws,  and  a  Protes« 
tant  succession  to  the  throne  in  the  family 
of  a  monarch  whom,  both  as  their  graeioua 
sovereign,  and  as  the  zealous  defender  of 
their  faitb^  the  petitioners  lore  and  re« 
vere." 

A  Petition  of  the  churchwardens,  over« 
seers,  and  inhabitants,  of  the  parish  of  St^ 
Leonard  Shoreditch,  Middlesex,  in  vestry 
assembled,  was  read ;  setting  forth; 

**  That  the  petitioners  observe  with 
much  concern  and  alarm  the  persevering 
efforts  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  obtaia 
admission  to  offices  of  trust  and  authority^ 
both  civil  and  military,  and  to  the  exercise 
of  legislative  functions;  and  that  it  it 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  they  see  their 
fellow  subject*  of  the  Romish  Church 
fireed  from  all  pains  and  penalties  on  wc* 
count  of  their  religion,  and  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  toleratioOy 
but  they  feel  it  their  bounden  duty  nol 
only  to  themselres  but  to  posterity,  to  re« 
sist  the  endeavours  of  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies  (notwithstanding  the  numerous  con* 
cessions  already  made  to  them)  to  attain 
political  power  and  legislative  authority, 
and  thereby  to  destroy  that  Protestant  as<« 
cendancy  to  which  the  people  of  thie 
country  are  indebted,  under  Providence, 
for  the  establishment  of  their  liberties  on 
a  firm  and  solid  basis,  for  the  petitronert 
consider  it  as  a  fixed  and  unalterable  prin« 
ciple  of  our  glorious  constitution  wisely 
settled  at  the  Revolution,  that  the  legisla* 
tive  and  executive  authorities  of  this  coun* 
try  can  be  safely  administered  by  Protes* 
tants  only ;  and  that  the  petitioners  regard 
the  laws  by  which  that  principle  is  estab* 
lished,  as  no  less  sacred  and  inviolable 
than  Magna  Charta  and  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  and  they  implore  the  House 
to  reject  all  applications  for  the  repeal  of 
those  laws." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

SiNEcuBa  Orricas  Bill.]  Mr.  Bonto 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  bring  forward 
his  promised  motion  upon'  this  subject* 
He  should  not,  he  said,  mit-f>p«nd  the  time 
of  the  House  on  this  occasion,  in  deuiling 
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the  grounds  upon  which  this  measure  rest- 
ed ;  a  more  appropriate  opportunity  would 
offer  in  a  fotui^e  stage  for  the  full  discus- 
sion of  its  merits/  Although  be  had  to 
address  a  new  parliament,  with  a  consider* 
able  accession  of  new  members,  upon  this 
important  subject,  he  could  not  doubt  that 
the  arguments  in  its  favour  would  meet 
as  favourable  a  reception  as  they  had  ex- 
perienced from  the  last  parliament,  and 
that  the  present  House  of  Commons  would 
be  found  as  solicitous  for  retrenchment  and 

?ublic  economy  as  any  of  its  predecessors. 
*he  main  object  of  his  Bill,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman described  to  be,  to  bring  back 
effices  to  the  principle  of  their  original 
creation,  namely,  that  those  officers  who 
had  any  doty  to  perform  for  the  public, 
should '  receive  the  remuneration  drawn 
firom  the  public  purse  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  those  offices  to  which  no  doty  at* 
tached,  namely,  sinecures,  should  be  gra- 
dually abolished.  But  he  would  take 
care  to  provide  that  those  who  bad  vested 
rights  should  sufiRer  no  injury.  His  next 
proposition  was  to  establish  a  permanent 
and  certain  fund  for  those  meritorious  ser- 
vants of  the  public  who  might  have  de- 
rived reward  from  the  sinecure  offices 
which  he  called  upon  parliament  to 
abolish*  Thus  his  measure  was  me^nt  to 
be  wholly  prospective.  Following  the 
aame  principles  of  reform  which  had  been 
acted  upon  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Pitt 
upon  similar  occasions,  and  thus  avoiding 
any  innovation,  he  proposed  to  leave  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  present  posses- 
sors of  the  offices  to  which  his  Bill  referred 
quite  untouched,  while  he  would  endea- 
vour to  persuade  the  House  to  put  an  end 
to  the  further  continoationof  offices  which 
were  really  a  blot  upon  our  system.  As 
to  certain  offices  in  the  law  which  his  Bill 
was  intended  to  regulate,  he  could  not 
conceive  it  poa«ible  to  defend  an  arrange- 
ment under  which  particular  individuals 
received  enormous  emoluments,  while  all 
the  duties  of  their  offices  were  performed 
by  deputies  for  a  small  remuneration. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  with  moving 
for  leave  to.bring  in  a  Bill  '*  for  abolishing 
and  regulating  sinecures  and  offices  exe- 
cuted by  deputy,  and  for  providing  other 
means^  for  recompensing  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  high  or  effective  civil  offices, 
and  tor  other  economical  purposes.^' 

hard  Caukret^h  dheliimtd  any  inten- 
tion of  opposing  the  motion  of  his  hon. 
friend,  or  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of 
its  mariu  on  the  present  occasion*    Sot, 


local  ThhenM  BilL 


[505 


in  a  future  stage  of  the  proceeding  he 
should  state  fully  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  felt  it  (lis  duty  to  oppose  his  right  hon. 
friend's  proposition  in  the  last  parliament, 
and  upon  which  he  still  felt  himself  bound 
to  maintain  the  same  opinion.  He  could 
not,  however,  let  this  opportunity  pass  by 
without  stating  his  conviction,  that  the 
principle  of  reform  pursued  by  iiis  hon. 
friend  on  this  subject  was  perfectly  novel, 
and  by  no  means  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  acted  upon  in  the  regulation  of 
public  offices  in  former  instances,  either 
by  Mr.  Burke  or  by  his  late  right  hon. 
friend,  Mr.  Pitt.  This  he  should  be  pre- 
pared to  show  at  the  proper  time.  But 
there  was  one  remarkable  feature  belong- 
ing to  this  measure,  which  he  never  could 
overlook,  and  which  indeed  must  impress 
the  mind  of  any  man  by  whom  it  was  fully 
considered,  namely,  tnat  his  hon.  friend 
was  not  able  to  shew  that  his  proposition 
would,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  be  prodoctive 
of  any  saving  to  the  public,  while  in  a  coq« 
stitutional  view  it  directly  tended  to  trench 
upon  the  royal  prerogative,  and  involved 
a  very  exceptionable  innovation  upon  ol4 
established  practice. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  tbe  Bill. 

Local  Tokens  Bill.]  !%€  ChanceUor 
qfihe  Exchequer,  in  proposing  the  committal 
of  the  Local  Tokens  Bill,  observed,  that 
the  period  to  which  he  proposed  to  extend 
the  power  for  allowing  the  circulation  of 
Local  Tokens,  he  was  induced,  upon  far- 
ther consideration,  to  abandon.  That 
period  was  the  1st  of  October,  but  he  now 
meant  to  fix  upon  the  5tb  of  July,  because 
parliament  might  in  that  case  make  far- 
ther arrangements,  should  an  adequate 
supply  of  Bank  Tokens  happen  not  to  be 
forthcoming,  which  appeared  by  no  means 
probable.  Indeed,  he  had  every  reason 
to  expect  that  the  Local  Tokens  might, 
without  any  public  inconvenience,  be 
wholly  dispensed  with,  at  even  an  earlier 
period  than  the5thof  July ;  such  was  the 
improved  prospect  of  the  currency*  As 
to  the  animadversions  upon  bis  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Irish 
Exchequer,  in  consequence  of  his  allosioa 
to  the  probable  necessity  of  a  different 
measure  upon  the  subject  for  Ireland,  ha 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  worda. 
It  was  but  candour  m  his  right  hon.  friend 
to  exproM  the  inclination  of  his  mind,  in 
order  that,  if  the  measure  he  at  the  tioae 
of  the  expression  contemplated,  shoald 
really  become  ncceasary^  no  member 
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might  be  taken  by  sarprise.  For  himself,  | 
he  hoped  and  trusted  that  necessity  #oiild 
not  call  for  any  difference  between  the 
two  countries,  however  differently  circum- 
stanced upon  this  subject.  At  all  events, 
nothing  practicable  should  be  left  un« 
done  to  avoid  such  a  necessity.  Indeed, 
as  far  as  be  had  the  power  of  influencing 
the  circulating  mediu^,  he  had  always 
been  most  studious  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  Ireland,  and  he  should 
ever  continue  to  be  so.  In  pursuance  of 
this  solicitude,  which  he  felt  in  common 
with  his  colleagues,  it  was  intended  to  send 
m  large  proportion  of  bullion  to  Ireland, 
suilicient,  he  hoped,  for  its  wants;  yet,  if 
the  supply  should  prove  inadequate,  his 
right  hon.  friend  reserved  the  right  of  pro- 
viding for  the  evil. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  minis- 
ters seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to  hold 
an  undefined  proposition  over  Ireland, 
while  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  wants 
as  to  circulating  medium,  and  while  no 
assurance  was  given  that  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  bullion  would  be  provided  by  go- 
vernment for  the  supply  of  those  wants. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  these  wants,  that 
the  Commercial  Company  of  Waterford 
applied  some  time  since  to  the  Irish  go- 
vernment, soliciting  either  an  adequate 
supply  of  silver,  or  liberty  to  issue  tokens 
themselves  for  the  accommodation  of  busi- 
ness ;  bot  the  application  was  unsucceia- 
fol,  although  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  the  distress  occasioned,  and  especially 
among  the  poor  peasantry,  by  the  scarcity 
of  silver,  was  most  severe.  Indeed,  the 
peasant  who  brought  his  bacon  or  other 
articles  to  Waterford,^  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn home  with  a  check  as  payment,  and 
which  he  was  bot  too  likely  to  Jose,  or 
obliged  perhaps  to  go  to  market  again  to 
get  his  check  changed.  Thus  were  these 
poor  people,  to  whom  any  government 
should  look  with  peculiar  solicitude,  ex- 
posed to  serious  inconvenience.  But  he 
hoped  that  his  Majesty's  government 
would  take  their  case  into  consideration, 
and  contrive  to  relieve  their  distress. 

The  ChanccUor  qf  the  Exd^etjutr  repeated 
the  intention  of  government  to  send  to 
Ireland  as  large  a  supply  of  bullion  as 
possible ;  sufficient  he  hoped  to  remedy 
the  grievance  complained  of.  Bot  if  that 
supply  abould  be  insufficient,  ft  would  be 
open  to  bis  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Irish  Exchequer,  to  bring  forward 
the  measure  be  had  mentioned  upon  the 
subject  of  Xocal  Tokens. 
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Lord  A*  HamiUcn  asked  upon  what 
ground  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
calculated  upon  such  an  increased  supply 
of  bullion  by  the  period  he  had  proposed 
to  insert  in  the  Bill,  and  whether  be  bad 
any  plan  for  keeping  his  new  tokens, 
when  issued,  in  circulation?  Was  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  aware  bow  much  of 
1,700,000/.  in  tokens  already  issued  by 
the  Bank,  remained  in  circulation,  or  bad 
been  Withdrawn  and  melted  down?  He 
understood  that  a  considerable  Quantity  of 
tokens  had  been  melted,  and  if  such  had 
been  the  fate  of  the  Bank  tokens  already 
issued,  what  security  coukl  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  present  that  the  new  issue 
would  not  meet  the  same  fate  if  they  were 
equal  in  intrinsic  value?  Then  if  the 
Bank  tokens  were  likely  to  be  thus  with- 
drawn from  circulation,  the  local  tokens 
would  still  be  necessary,  and  must  be  to- 
lerated, if  public  accommodation  were 
suited. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee, 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer,  in  reply 
to  the  observations  of  the  noble  lord, 
stated,  that  there  was  one  simple  face 
upon  which  he  grounded  the  calculations 
adverted  to  by  the  noble  lord,  namely, 
that  the  exch'ange  had  advanced  15  per 
cent  in  our  favour ;  and  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  describe  the  consequence  of  such 
advance  upon  our  supply,  and  the  price 
of  bullion.  Care  would,  of  course,  be 
taken  that  the  value  of  \any  tokens  issued 
by  the  Bank,  should  keep  pace  with  the 
market  price  of  silver,  and  for  such 
equality  the  public  had  no  guarantee  upon 
the  mass  of  Local  Tokens.  As  to  the 
tokens  already  issued  by  the  Bank,  he  be- 
lieved the  noble  lord  was  misled  respect- 
ing the  number  withdrawn  from  circula- 
tion. But  any  that  had  been  withdrawn 
were  most  likely  to  return  to  circulation, 
when  the  new  issue  of  Bank  tokens  should 
take  place,  and  the  competition  of  Local 
Tokens  should  be  withdrawn. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  thought,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  no  other  reason 
to  hope  for  an  issue  of  silver,  than  the  im- 
provement of  the  exchange,  the  hope  was 
a  frail  one. 

Sir  Robefi  Pee/  said,  be  djd  not  see  any 
great  inconvenience  result  from  the  Local 
Tokens,  they  were  so  inferior  to  the  coin 
of  the  realm,  that  they  were  limited  in 
circulation,  and  as  soon  as  the  Bank  should 
issue  stiver  to  any  great  amount  they 
would  fall  of  themselves. 
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Mr.  Whkbread  thought  th*  5th  of  Joly 
an  iDCODvenient  time,  a«  in  all  probability 
the  House  would  not  then  be  sitting,  and 
great  inconvenience  would  ensue  from 
withdrawing  the  Local  Tokens,  in  case 
the  Bank  should  not  be  prepared  to  make 
the  expected  issue.  If,  however,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  agree 
to  bring  the  matter  under  consideration 
before  parliament  should  be  prorogued, 
be  would  refrain  from  moving  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  ChonceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  bowed 
assent,  and  the  blanks  were^filled  up  with 
the  5th  of  July. 


PttUioM  againa  the 
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Monday,  Fckruaty  1 5. 

Petitions  respecting  the  Claims  or 
THE  Catholics.]  The  Bishop  of  Glou- 
cester presented  Petitions  against  the  Ca- 
tholic Claims,  from  the  clergy  of  Glou- 
cester, the  precentors  and  canons  of  St. 
David's,  the  clergy  of  St.  David's,  Bre- 
con, Carmarthen,  and  Cardigan. — The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  observed  upon  some  of 
the  Petitions,  and  took  notice  of  the  word 
Romanists  in  one  of  them,  as  a  new  de- 
signation given  to  the  Catholics  in  public 
documents.  If,  however,  it  was  meant  to 
substitute  it  as  a  milder  term  for  that  of 
Papists,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  change. 
•^Lord  De  Dunstanville  presented  a  Pe- 
tition to  the  same'eftect,  from  the  corpo- 
ration and  inhabitants  of  Penryn,  stating 
that  it  was  carried  unanimously,  at  a  nu- 
merous meeting.-— The  Lord  Chancellor 
objected  to  receiving  it  as  the  Petition  of 
the  inhabitants,  as  the  common  seal  of  the 
corporation  could  not  represent  the  inha- 
bitants who  were  not  corporators.  The 
Petition  was,  therefore,  received  as  the 
Petkioa  of  the  corporation  only.*— The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  wished  to  know  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penryn  ? — 
Lord  De  Dunstanville  said,  about  2,800. 
He  had  not,  however,  referred  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  but  to  the  Petition 
being  unanimously  agreed  to,  at  a  nume- 
rous meeting. — Viscount  Sidmouth  pre- 
sented a  Petition  to  the  same  efiect,  from 
the  corporation  and  inhabitants  of  Col- 
chester.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Petitions  respecting  the  Renewal  of 
THE  East  India  Company's  Charteb.) 
Viscount  Melville  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  lord  provost,  magistrates,  and 
town  council  of  Ediaburghi  against  the 


continuance  of  the  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  Company.  His  lordship  also  brought 
forward  Petitions  to  the  like  effect  from 
Montrose  and  Stirling.— The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  presented  a  Petition  of  a  similar 
tendency  from  Birmingham,  signed  by  the 
high  bailiff  and  principal  magistrates  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  others  the  inha- 
bitants of  Birmingham.— Viscount  MeU 
ville  then  presented  a  Petition  signed  by 
various  members  of  the  Church  of  Scot* 
land,  and  seemed  to  set  forth  as  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Report  of  a  Committee  spe« 
cially  appointed  by  the  general  assembly 
of  the  National  Church  of  Scotland,  on 
the  15th  of  March  1812,  that  a  Petition 
should  be  laid  before  parliament,  praying, 
that  in  whatever  new  arrangement  might 
be  made  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  British  dominions  in  India, 
provisions  should  be  made  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  church,  resident  in  those 
dominions,  may  be  afibrded  an  opportu- 
nity of  having  their  national  religion  re- 
gularly dispensed  to  them,  under  such  re- 
gulations as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legisla- 
ture should  seem  meet. — ^The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  observed,  he  was  never  before 
aware  of  any  thing  existing  in  India  to 
prevent  the  religious  worship  of  any  de- 
nomination. From  the  Petition  now  pre« 
sented,  it  would  appear  to  him  that  the 
Church  of  Scotland  was  not  tolerated  in 
that  quarter.^-Viscouut  Melville  said,  the 
fact  was,  that  although  the  most  perfect 
toleration  prevailed  in  these  parts  of  the 
British  dominions,  the  individual  members 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  who  found 
their  way  to  India,  found  it,  under  the  ex- 
isting system,  almost  impossible  to  exer- 
cise their  functions.  Their  lordships  were 
aware  that  by  law,  no  individual  could 
proceed  to  India  without  licences  from  the 
Company;  who,  he  observed,  were  not  in 
the  habit  of  granting  them  to  such  indivi- 
duals, except  they  were  of  the  established 
Church.— The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  it 
was  the  first  time  of  his  learning  that  the 
Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  were 
so  zealously  attached  to  the  established 
Church  as  not  to  grant  licences  to  any 
clergymen  but  of  that  persuasion.^— The 
Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 
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Petitions  against  the  Claims  or  the 
Rohan  Catholics— from  Tuft  Clbxut  or 
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AnTRitt — ^AND  Cbichestbs.]  A  Petition 
of  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Gloucester, 
was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners,  ministers  of  the 
established  Church  of  England  and  Ire- 
land united,  who^  principles  have  been 
ever  favourable  to  the  toleration  of  all  per* 
SODS  who  conscientiously  dissent  from 
them,  can  oo  longer  with-hold  froni  the 
House  their  expression  of  concerui  that 
olaims  should  have  been  repeatedly  made 
on  the  liberality  of  parliament  for  an  on- 
qualified  repeal  of  statutes,  which  prevent 
the  admission  of  Roman  Catholics  to  an 
eaual,  but,  in  the  humble  apprehension 
of  the  petitioners,  a  dangerous  participa- 
tion with  their  Protestant  fellow^ubjecu 
in  situations  of  legislative  power  and  of- 
fices of  high  constitutional  trust;  and  that 
the  petitioners  most  respectfully  suggest 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  that 
the  antient  and  regular  practice  of  all 
states  has  been,  to  entrust  the  important 
offices  of  government  to  those  only  who 
are  sincerely  attached  to  its  fundamental 
laws,  in  full  persuasion,  no  doubt,  that 
those  subjects  who,  from  a  conscientious 
principle,  decline  to  unite  in  communion 
with  the  members  of  the  established  re- 
ligion, will  act  inconsistently  with  that 
principle  if  they  do  not,  when  invested 
with  power,  attempt  to  substitute  in  its 
■lead  what  appears  to  them  to  be  the  true 
religion,  and  the  most  aeceptable  mode  of 
worship ;  and  that  the  exclusive  religious 
principle  of  those  who  profess  the  faith  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  together  with  that 
unchanged  controul  which  a  foreign 
power  is  known  to  maintain  over  their 
consciences,  are  so  much  at  variance  with 
the  true  principles  of  our  established  go- 
vernment, as  to  render  Roman  Catno- 
lies  unfit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  admini- 
stration of  power,  either  legislative  or  exe- 
cotive  ;  and  that,  impressed  with  a  high 
▼eneration  for  those  tried  and  approved 
secof  ities  of  the  religious  and  political  in- 
teresu  of  our  country,  the  Bill  of  Rights 
Mid  the  Act  of  Settlement,  the  petitioners 
place  the  firmest  reliance  on  the  wisdom 
of  parliament,  that  in  its  solemn  delibera- 
tions on  the  very  important  question  of 
Catholic  Claims,  it  will  not  separate  those 
interests  from  each  other,  or  finally  re* 
solve  to  repeal  those  statutes  which  our 
ftoeestora,  after  a  long  and  arduous  struggle 
with  the  dangers  of  Popery,  thought  nt  to 
enact,  which  have  been  repeatedly  sanc- 
tioned by  the  highest  authority  in  these 
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kingdoms,  and  which,  by  confining  the 
crown  itself  to  the  communion  of  the 
Church  of  England,  hath  for  more  than  a 
centuryi  under  the  favour  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, secured  to  every  Briton  the  peace* 
able  enjoyment  of  his  civil  and  religious 
privileges;  but  should  the  legislature, 
urged  by  considerations  which  are  not 
obvious  to  the  petitioners,  think  it  expedi- 
ent to  make  any  alteration  in  those  statutes, 
which  have  been  most  justly  stiled  the 
great  barriers  of  our  constitution  in  Church 
and  State,  the  petitioners  then  humbly 
but  earnestly  entreat,  that  such  alterations 
may  most  sacredly  be  guarded  by  every 
provision  which  to  the  united  wisdom  of 
parliament  may  appear  to  be  best  adapted 
for  securing  to  us,  and  to  our  latest  poste* 
rity,  the  blessings  of  a  Protestant  establish- 
ment, and  of  a  Protestant  succession  to  the 
crown  of  these  kingdoms/' 

A  Petition  of  the  Protestant  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Bristol,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  also  pfesented ; 
setting  forth, 

**  'niat  the  petitioners  are  firm  friends 
to  religious  toleration,  being  fully  per* 
suaded  that  no  power  on  earth  has  any 
right  to  interfere  with  the  dictates  of  con- 
science with  respect  either  to  doctrine  or 
worship,  except  only  in  cases  which  afiect 
the  plain  obligations  of  morality,  or  the 
peace  and  safety  of  society  ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  however  cannot  but  consider 
the  concessions  already  made  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  as  entirely  exempting  them 
from  all  restriction  whatever  in  the  pro- 
fession of  their  religious  tenets,  and  the 
performance  of  their  refi^ioos  rites;  that 
they  already  enjoy  therefore  the  most  per- 
fect toleration,  and  that  what  they  demand 
further  is  access  to  higher  degrees  of  civil 
power  and  authority,  their  possession  of 
which  could  scarcely  fail  to  endanger  the 
civil,  and  religious  rights  of  their  Tetlaw- 
subjecu  in  this  Protestant  realm;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  with  humble  defer- 
ence to  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  consi- 
der the  high  privileges  of  the  British  con- 
stitution as  held  conditionally  by  those 
who  enjoy  them  (the  right  of  their  enjoy- 
ment depending  on  conditions  te  be  by 
them  performed) ;  and  that,  as  their  Ro- 
man Catholic  fellow-subjects  refuse,  from 
religious  scruples,  to  comply  with  those 
conditions^  their  claim  to  be  admitted  to 
offices  of  trust  and  influence  is  bn  the  ba- 
sis of  equity  inadmissible  ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  likewise  recollect  that  a  large 
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majority  of  their  own  number  have  lately 
taken,  previously  to  the  exercise  of  their 
elective  franchise,  the  Oath  of  Supremacy, 
by  whkh  they  solemnly  declared,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Almighty,  "  that  po  fo- 
reign prince,  person,  prelate,  state,  or  po* 
tentate,  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  power, 
jurisdiction,  superiority,  pre-eminence,  or 
authority,  ecclesiastical  or  spiritual,  within 
this  realm '/'  and  that  this  oath  was  intro- 
duced af^er  the  Reformation  with  a  special 
reference  to  the  Papal  authority  ;  and  th^ 
petitioners  therefore  feel  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  advert  to  so  solemn  a  declaration  thus 
recently  made  on  a  subject  mostiatimately 
connected  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Claims,  not  by  themselves  only,  but  by  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
country ;  and  that  they  cannot  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  avoid  looking  back  with  hor- 
ror to  the  effects  which  the  intolerant  spi- 
rit of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  pro- 
duced in  their  native  land  during  the  sra 
of  its  domiuancy  therein;  and,  though 
the  petitioners  are  fully  aware  of  an  asser- 
tion which  has  often  been  hai^arded,  that 
this  religion  has  now  totally  changed  its 
nature,  yet  they  have  /lot  seen  any  solid 
and  satisfactory  ground  for  such  an  asser- 
tion, but,  on  the  contrary,  they  fear  its  in- 
tolerant and  persecuting  character  to  be 
still  unchanged,  and  in  this  they  are' con- 
firmed by  repeated  declarations  of  the 
highest  Roman  Catholic  authority  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  on  these  grounds,  with 
which  it  would  be  tedious  and  unbecoming 
'to  trouble  the  House,  the  petitioners  hum- 
bly pray,  that  the  bulwarks  of  our  Protes- 
tant constitution  may  still  be  preserved 
inviolate,  and  that,  firmly  adhering  to 
those  securities  which  our  Protestant  tore- 
fathers  deemed  necessary  (in  lieu  of 
which  na  other  adequate  securities  have 
yet  been  proposed,  nor,  as  the  petitioners 
do  verily  believe,  can  be  proposed),  the 
House  will  effectually  guard  against  even 
a  remote  danger  of  infringement  on  our 
civil  and  religious  liberties.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
other  inhabitants,  of  the  borough  of  Pen- 
ryn,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  was  also 
presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  impressed  with  i 
a  deep  sense  of  the  blessings  they  have  so 
long  experienced  under  a  Protestant  esta-  i 
blishment,  and  firmi v  believing  such  to  be 
necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  their. civil 
and  religious  liberties,  earnestly  hope, 
that  the  parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom 


will  not  consent  to  an  uoconditional  repeal 
of  those  statutes,  which  at  present  tend 
only  to  limit  the  political  power  of  their. 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects;  and  that 
the  petitioners,  with  a  wish  to  see  Chris- 
tians of  every  denomination  enjoy  the 
free  and  unlimited  exercise  of  their  peca- 
liar  modes  of  worship,  cannot  but  per* 
ceive,  in  the  admission  of  Papists  to  the 
highest  offices  of  the  State,  an  abrogation 
of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire 
and  the  destruction  of  the  British  consti- 
tution." 

A  Petition  of  the  noblemen,  and  the 
humble  Petition  of  the  gentlemen  free- 
holders and  Protestant  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Antrim,  was  also  read ;  setting 
forth,  ' 

'*That  the  petitioners  have  learned 
that  numerous  Petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  praying,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  for  an  unconditional  repeal  of 
all  those  statutes  which  impose  on  theoi 
disabilities  of  any  kind ;  and  they  have 
also  learned  that  similar  Petitions  have 
been  presented  by  certain  Protestants  of 
Ireland,  and  it  has  even  been  alleged  that 
such  is  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  IVo- 
testant  body;  and  that  the  petitioners 
therefore  Geel  it  their  duty  to  coone  for- 
ward lest  their  silence  should  be  miscon- 
strued, and  to  state  respectfully  to  the 
House  their  deliberate  opinion  on  this  im- 
portant subject,  and  to  deny  that  any 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  are  en- 
titled to  deniand,  as  a  matter  of  right,  an 
alteration  in  this  vital  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  that  they  entertain  the  strongest 
sentiments  of  personal  kindness  and  re- 
gard for  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
as  subjects  of  the  same  government,  as  in- 
habitants of  the  same  country,  and  as. 
connected  with  many  of  them  by  the  in- 
timate ties  of  friendship  and  blood ;  bat 
they  can  never  lose  sight  of  those  higher 
considerations  by  which  they  are  to«nd| 
as  the  Protestant  subjects  of  a  Protestant 
state,  to  preserve,  unimpaired,  their  civil, 
and  religious  institutions,  and  they  regard 
with  equal  reverence  and  approbation, 
that  caution  with  which  the  wisdom  of 
their  ancestors  thought  it  necessary  to 
guard  the  government  and  constitotion 
;against  any  foreign  interference  or  in- 
fluence whauoever;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners do  not  presume  to  point  onttlM 
modes  by  which,  at  the  present  day,  under 
new  circumstances,  an  adequate  secoiity 
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against  the  occorrence  of  such  danger 
may  be  obtained;  bat  they  beg  leare 
hombly  to  express  their  hope  that  shonld 
any  concessions  be  thought  expedient  for 
the  relief  and  conciliation  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  they  should  be  so- 
lemnly declared  to  be  final  and  con* 
closiTef  and  should  not  only  be  accom- 
panied with  such  measures  of  salutary 
caution  as  should  allay  the  apprehensions 
of  the  Protestantmind,  but  should  also,  by 
being  made  a  fundamental  law  of  the  em- 
pire, adeauately  and  permanently  secure 
from  all  roture  encroachment  the  rights 
and  priTileges  of  Protestants,  and  all  those 
existing  establishments  under  which  this 
•mpire  has  so  long  prospered,  and  its  in- 
habitants  of  all  classes  have  so  long  en- 
joyed a  degree  of  civil  and  religious  li* 
berty  unknown  to  any  other  nation." 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor  recorder  alder- 
men and  citizens  of  his  Majesty's  ancient 
city  of  Chichester,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  impelled  by  a 
due  sense  of  the  sacred  obligations  they 
owe  to  their  country,  beg  leave,  with  the 
utmoit  deference,  to  make  a  public  decla- 
ration of  their  sentiments  on  a  trulr  im- 
portant subject,  which  will  probably 
come  under  the  discussion  of  parliament, 
namely,  the  expediency  of  adopting  the 
Catholic  Claims;  and  that  incapable  as 
the  petitioners  are  of  rancorous  bigotry, 
and  disdaining  to  be  influenced  by  a  nar- 
row spirit  of  unjust  exclusion,  they  ne- 
vertheless submit  to  the  judgment  of'  the 
House,  that  laws,  which  were  enacted  for 
the  national  peace  and  security,  and  inter- 
woven as  it  were  with  the  welfare  of  a 
Protestmnt  state,  ought  to  remain  undis- 
turbed, or  at  least  to  be  touched  with  a 
gentle  band,  and  so  as  to  offer  no  injurious 
encroachment  on  that  venerable  monu- 
ment of  British  wisdom  and  patriotism, 
our  unrivalled  constitution;  but  after  all, 
so  wide  is  the  difference  between  religious 
and  civil  privileges  that  the  petitioners 
cannot  help  expressing  their  concern  that 
their  fellow  subjects  should  complain  of 
restrictions  in  the  latter,  while  they  enjoy 
all  the  benefits  of  toleraiion  in  the  former; 
this  it  is  apprehended  is  to  urge  that  they 
ere  hardly  treated,  in  being  denied  a  tran- 
sient good,  while  they  possess,  under  legal 
WQCtions,  the  supreme  blessing  of  man ; 
•nd  that  these  few  observations  the  peti- 
tioners entreat  the  liberty  of  suggesting, 
bat  with  perfiset  liberality  t^warda  their 
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Christian  brethren,  and  a  firm  reliance  on 
that  wisdom  and  impartiality  which  they 
doubt  not  will  mark  the  progress  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  House/' 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  up6n  the  table. 

Complaint  agaiwst  ths  British  Paess 
Newspaper.]  Mr«  M.  A.  Taykr  said,  he 
rose  to  complain  of  an  unmerited  attack 
which  had  been  made  upon  him  by  an  in* 
dividual  in  one'  of  the  daily  prints,  and 
which,  while  he  had  a  seat  in  that  Hoose« 
be  would  not  submit  to.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  publication  of  the  debates  of 
the  House ;  but  in  these  debates  false  ac« 
counts  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  go  out 
to  the  public,  nor  false  insinuations  allow* 
ed  to  be  thrown  out,  which  might  have  a 
tendency  to  lower  the  character  of  any 
member  of  that  House  in  the  public  esti- 
mation. He  had  ocasion  to  notice  an  at* 
tack  which  was  made  upon  him  in  the 
same  paper  about  two  years  ago. '  Whe- 
ther thfs  originated  in  any  ill  will  enter- 
tained against  him  by  the  Editor  of  th^ 
paper  or  not,  he  could  not  say.  This  waa 
not  his  case  alone,  but  thatof  every  other 
member  of  the  House.  The  press  was  now 
teeming  with  these  sort  of  attacks,  and 
every  individual  ought  to  resent  them^ 
Within  these  walls  he  had  a  right  to  look 
for  protection.  He  appealed  to  the  House 
if  there  was  a  syllable  of  truth  in  what  the 
Editor  had  asserted.  He  alluded  to  the 
British  Press  newspaper.  The  Giobe^ 
which  contained  the  same  account,  was» 
he  believed,  edited  by  the  same  person. 
In  the  account  of  the  debate  on  the  Vice- 
Chancellor's  Bill  on  Thursday  night,  he 
was  described  as  having  been  assailed 
with  loud  noise  in  the  course  of  his  speech* 
He  appealed  to  the  House  if  this  was  the 
case.^  In  the  paper  in  question  he  was 
described  also  as  having,  with  a  degree 
of  arrogance,  said  he  would  not  waste  his 
valuable  time  in  answering  lord  Hedes- 
dale's  book.  Such  was  the  vicious  and 
unfounded  mode  of  attack  resorted  to  by 
the  Editor  of  this  paper.  (A  general  call 
of  <'  Read,  read !"} — It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  read  the  account,  as  he  did  not 
wish  that  the  individual  in  question  should 
be  visited  with  punishment. 

The  Speaker  said,  if  a  complaint  was 
made  by  the  hon.  member,  he  ought  to 
deliver  in  the  paper.  1  he  House  was  not 
to  notice  a  practice  which  it  did  not  mean 
alio  to  punish. 

Mn  Toflor  uid,  bo  did  not  wish  the 
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matter  carried  farther  at  present ;  bot 
if  the  pr&ctice  were  repeated^  he  should 
certaijfily  move  for  the  pimishmeDt  of  the 
individual. 

Vice  Chancellor's  Bill.]  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  House  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Vice-Chancellor's  Bill.  On  the  ques* 
tion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair 
being  put, 

Mr.  Leach,  in  rising  to  oppose  this  mo* 
tion,  said  he  must  admit  the  extent  of  the 
evil  against  which  it  was  the  declared  in- 
tention of  the  Bill  to  provide,  and  that  the 
evil  demanded  an  immediate  remedy. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  some  deci- 
sive measure  was  imperiously  called  for 
to  counteract  the  inconvenience  which, 
under  the  present  system,  was  experienced, 
but  to  that  nQW  before  the  House  he  h%d 
the  strongest^  objections.  He  opposed  it 
because  it  appeared  to  him  to  tend  in.  its 
consequences  to  ilisengage  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor from  a  great  portion  of  his  judicial 
functions,  «nd  to  render  an  office  which 
was  primarily  judicial  and  secondarily  po- 
litical, primarily  political  and  seconcfarily 
judicial.  He  opposed  it,  too,  because 
there  was  another  and  an  adequate  remedy 
to  which  no  objection  could  be  made. 

In  slating  that  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  disengage  the  Chancellor  from  a  great 
portion  of  his  judicial  functions,  there 
were  two  things  to  be  established.  It 
would  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  enquire, 
1st,  whether  it  would  be  an  evil  if  the 
measure  were  to  be  attended  with  such 
consequence ;  and  then,  2dly,  whether  it 
would  be  followed  with  such  conse- 
quences ?— -It  seemed  to  be  pretty  gene- 
rally admitted  in  the  former  debate  on  the 
Bill,  that  there  would  be  a  manifest  evil  in 
such  a  change  of  the  office.  He  would, 
however,  shortly  state  the  views  which  he 
himself  entertained  on  the  character  of 
the  evil  of  sueh  a  change.  Every  gentle- 
man who  heard  him,  whether  a  lawyer  or 
not,  was  well  acquainted,  that  in  all  mo- 
dern trials  in  Chancery  the  judicial  duties 
0  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  were  not  only  sa- 
tisfactorily, but  splendidly  discharged; 
but  that  they  would  be  performed  with 
equal  benefit  if  the  proposed  alteration 
were  ,to  take  place  was  a  proposition  to 
which  he  coald  by  no  means  accede. 
Besides  this  part  of  the  functions  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  there  was  another 
which,  in  his  conviction,  was  of  the  ot- 
moit  importance^  aad  which  be  thought 
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had  not  hitherto  been  safficiendy  attended 
to  in  the  discussion  on  this  Bill.  As  the 
head  of  the  law  of  this  country,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  was  the  patron  in  some  tort  of 
judicial  appointments.  His  recommcnda*- 
tion  had,  it  was  known,  great  weight  io 
the  nomination  of  the  puisne  judges,  anil 
tha  appointment  to  various  offipes  of  the 
courts  of  justice,  which  were  termed  mi- 
nisterial, were  materially  influenced  by 
his  opinion.  The  manner  in  which  the 
various  Lord  Chancellors  had  exercised 
this  authority  and  influence  was  the  main 
reason,  why,  down  to  the  /present  period, 
such  offices  had  been  held  by  men  of  in- 
tegrity so  sound  and  legal  knowledge  ao 
extensive.  Our  seats  of  justice  hadbeea 
hitherto  filled  with  persons  of  a  learning 
and  character  unknown  in  other  countriea* 
That  this  patronage  had  been  alwaya  hi« 
therto  so  splendidly  executed,  could  not 
be  the  effect  of  accident,  for  accident  waa 
attended.with  one  consequence  to-day  and 
another  to-morrow,  whereas  this  state  of 
superiority  had  been  regular  and  invariable. 
The  inherent  source  must  be  in  the  cha- 
racter and  constitution  of  the  office.  He 
would,  therefore,  «ask,  what  was  it }  The 
Lord  Chancellor  was  always  oneof  ihe  moat 
eminent  lawyers  of  his  day  :  and  why  } 
because  the  great  and  important  duties  of 
his  office  necessarily  required  that  he 
should  be  so.  He  had  always  filled  the 
seats  of  justice  with  persons  of  merit»  tn- 
tegrity,aud  legal  learning;  because,  having 
lived  all  bis  life  with  lawyers,  his  know* 
ledge  and  feelings  as  well  as  his  honour 
prompted  him  to  attend  only  to  legal 
merit  in  his  selection  of  individuals  to  fill 
the  subordinate,  although  not  less  impor* 
tant  offices  of  the  law,  and  his  recom- 
mendation of  them  to  appointments. 
If  this  was  true,  did  they  not,  by  the  al- 
teration in  question,  hazard  a  change  in 
these  results?  Surely,  it  behoved  the 
House  to  enquire  if  the  advantages  which 
the  country  had  heretofore  derived  from 
the  existing  character  and  constitutien  of 
this  great  law  officer  would  or  would  not 
be  put  in  jeopardy  by  the  present  measure. 
If  the.  Chancellor's  situation  were,  as  he 
contended  it  ought  to  be,  considered  aa 
primarily  political,  and  secondarily  judi- 
cial, would  not  the  judicial  seat  beJikely 
to  be  conferred  on  those  who  had  roost  ap- 
titude for  the  primary  duties  ?  If  the  choice 
were  thus  to  be  directed  by  political  cqq- 
sequence  and  political  connection,  the  e&ct 
would  be,  that  when  a  lawyer  saw  that  it 
wai  not  legal  eminence  bat  other  talenta 
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tnd  other  qualities  which  led  to  thejadicial 
watt  all  iienons  of  talent  would  be  drawn 
from  the  law  to  seek  after  political  distinc- 
tion.—Lawyers  obserring  that  eminence 
was  to  be  obtained,  not,  as  heretofore,  by 
professional  learning  and  skill,  but  by  other 
oaalities,  woold  withdraw  themsel?  es  from 
toe  acqoisition  of  legal  knowledge,  and 
apply  ihemseWes  to  the  attainment  of  po- 
litical sciencoi  character,  and  influence.— 
Thus  would  a  most  material  chaii|;e  be  af- 
fected in  the  whole  judicial  constitution  of 
the  country,—- a  change  which  all  must 
allow  would  be  a  very  serious  evil.  The 
Court  of  Chancery,  as  an  appellant  court, 
would  lose  iu  consequence  in  the  eyes  of 
the  country.  If  the  Chancellor  did  not 
live  with  lawyers;  if  he  was  himself  a 
politician,  would  be  not  be  apt  to  make 
choice  of  politicians  rather  than  lawyers 
for  judges  ?  The  magnitude  of  the  evil, 
therefore,  was,  as  he  had  already  said,  no- 
thing less  than  a  change  in  the  whole  of 
the  judicial  constitution  of  the  country. 

Ha? ing  shown  that  such  would  be  the 
evil  resulting  from  the  disengagement  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  from  a  great  portion 
of  his  judicial  duties,  he  woold  proceed  to 
enquire,  whether,  in  point  offset,  it  was 
likely  that  the  Bill  before  the  House  would 
so  disengnge  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
lead  to  the  evils  which  he  had  anticipated? 
The  Bill  bore  to  be  framed  on  the  prin- 
ciple, not  to  render  the  duties  of  the  office 
less  laborious,  but  to  provide  an  assistance 
for  the  dispatch  of  that  increase  of  busi- 
ness which  the  labour  of  the  Chancellor 
could  not  possibly  perform.  It  waa  not 
to  make  the  Chancellor  of  the  present 
times  less  engaged  than  the  Chancellors 
of  former  times,  nor  to  detach  from  the 
office  any  of  those  duties  which  had  hither- 
to pertained  to  it,  but  to  provide  for  the 
increase  of  business  which  nad  since  taken 
place.  The  Bill  was  calculated  to  relieve 
the  public  rather  than  to  relieve  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  The  great  objection  which 
he  had  to  the  measure  was,  that  thus  pro- 
fessing merely  to  provide  the  means  of 
getting  rid  of  that  increase  of  business 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  unable  to 
transact,  it  tended  to  affi>rd  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  disengaging  himself  from  a  great 
portion  of  his  judicial  duties,  and  of  that 
tNisiness  which  he  was  able  to  transact, 
and  which  he  had  hitherto  transacted. 
The  first  question  to  be  considered  was, 
what  was  this  extent  of  the  increase  ?  In 
very  retfsnt  times,  Id  or  20  years  ago,  the 
person  who  ^  was  Lard  Chaacellor  was 
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not  only  adequate  to  discham  the  judi- 
cial but  the  political  duties  of  his  office. 
By  political  duties  he  meant  merely  hii 
duties  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  a  cabinet  minister,  and  not  as  Presi« 
dent  of  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Now,  if  he 
were  to  suppose  that  the  business  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  had  been  even  doubled 
since  that  period,  it  by  no  means  followed 
that  if  another  judge  were  to  be  appointed, 
that  judge  wonld  not  have  the  whole  of  his 
time  occupied,  because  the  Chancellor 
had  formerly  a  great  part  of  his  time  oc* 
copied  by  the  discharge  of  political  duties, 
and  consequently  if  it  had  not  been  for 
these  duties  must  have  been  able  to  dis« 
patch  a  great  deal  more  of  Chancery  bo- 
siness.  But  to  say  the  business  was 
doubled  within  the  last  twenty  years  wat 
a  proposition  so  utterly  extravagant  as  not 
to  be  entertained  for  a  moment.  Should 
they  state  the  increase  at  one  half?  This 
was  a  supposition,  when  compared  with 
the  fact,  almost  as  extravagant  as  the 
other.  But  say  it  amounted  to  one  half? 
what  woold  be  the  quantity  of  time  un- 
employed ?  There  was  first  the  time  oc- 
cupied in  the  political  duties,  and  then 
half  the  rest  of  the  time.  But  there  was 
something  like  a  measure  to  estimate  the 
amount  of  the  increase  by— he  said  some- 
thing like  a  measure,  for  from  the  nature  of 
the  subject  it  was  obvious,  that  no  precise 
measure  could  be  obtained.  The  actual 
quantity  of  the  accumulation  was  known, 
and  by  dividing  it  into  year«,  beginning 
with  the  year  when  the  excess  first  hap- 
pened, they  woold  have  the  measure  of  the 
excess  from  year  to  year.  If  the  period, 
for  instance,  was  20  years,  it  would  be 
exactly  the  measure  of  20  years'  increase, 
provided  that  the  pressure  of  business  did 
not  lead  to  extraordinary  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  But  it  waa 
impossible  that  there  could  be  any  extras 
ordinary  exertion ;  for  the  year  wai 
wholly  occupied  by  ordinary  exertion* 
He  meant  that  the  extraordinary  exertion 
could  not  be  to  any  considerable  degree 
—because,  in  August  last  year,  the  present 
Chancellor  was  occi^pied  a  fortnight  more 
than  any  of  his  predecessors ;  but  then 
the  additional  time  withdrawn  for  the  ad- 
dition to  his  political  duty  was  an  abate- 
ment more  than  eoual  to  the  other.  If, 
therefore,  the  actual  accumulation  (inca- 
pable of  being  kept  down  by  the  Chancel- 
lor) was  the  measure  of  the  increase  of  bu- 
siness, the  question  was  how  long  it  had 
proceeded  ?    Had  it  prooeeded  for  20,  or 
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10  years  ?  On  thfi  rabjeck  the  documents 
on  the  table  were  by  no  means  latisiac* 
tory^  All  was  conjectural  in  them.  For 
his  part,  he  was  disposed  to  think  that  the 
accumulation  had  existed  for  a  period 
longer  than  that  of  which  the  House  was 
aware*  That  it  had  existed  for  only  tea 
years  would*  howeverj  be  sufficient  for  his 
argumient,  and  he. would  assume  that» 
therefore*  to  be  the  fact ;  consequently* 
the  present  accumulation  represented  the 
increase  of  ten  years.  Now,  how  long 
would  a  judge  be  occupied  in  reducing  it, 
supposing  him  to  apply  himself  solely  lo 
that  task  ?  It  appeared  from  the  reports 
upon  the  table,  that  there  were  at  present 
undecided  270  Appeals  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  130  original  causes  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  besides  Go  or  70  which  were 
not  original,  making  in  all  470  causes. 
This  was  ihe  number  set  down  for  hear- 
ing ;  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  consider 
them  as  the  number  actually  to  be  heard,' 
as  many  of  them  were  set  down  in  the 
mere  current  of  business.  Therefore,  al« 
lowing  70  for  the  current  business  of  the 
Court*  the  arrear  might  be  taken  at  400 
causes.  How  long  then*  he  repeated* 
taking  the  existing  accumulation  at  400 
causes*  would  a  single  judae  be  In  subduing 
it  ?  If  a  single  judge  could  subdue  this  ar- 
rear in  one  year*  then  would  the  dispatch  of 
the  same  increase  of  business  In  future  oc* 
copy  only  one  tenth  part  of  the  time  pf  that 
judge.  Vie  wine  the  matter  as  he  did*  he 
was  persuaded  that  it  would  not  take  abo?e 
one  year  of  the  labour  of  a  single  judge  to 
dispatch  the  whole  of  the  arrear*  proyided 
that  judge  sat  on  every  juridical  day.  Of 
such  days  there  were  200  in  the  twelve 
months*  and  so*  at  the  rate  of  two  causes  in 
the  day*  the  whole  arrear  of  400  causes 
would  be  disposed  of  in  one  year.  But  it 
ought  to  be  recollected  that  eten  these 
400  causes  could  not  all  be  efficient*  A 
great  many  of  them  proceeded  from  no 
other  ol]»ject  than  delay ;  as*  wherever  an 
accumulation  began  to  take  place*  it  na- 
turally fed  itself*  and  an  arrear  of  legal 
business  naturally  led  to  an  augmenta- 
tion of  arrear.  'bf  the  400*  he  could  not 
•oppose  that  fewer  than  50  were  for  de- 
lay, the  number  to  be  determined  was 
consequently  only  S50.  It  wasi*  as  he  had 
already  said*  his  opinion*  that  a  single 
judge  could  sobdoe  the  accumulation  all 
in  one  year.    This  however*  was  only  his 

K'vate  opinion.    But*  he  ^ed^  bad  the 
use  no  mode  by  which  to  determine 
bow  bx  thiB  oplaion  was  or  wu  oat  likely 
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to  be  well  founded  ?  Had  they  no  standard 
by  which  to  estimate  the  number  of  canaes 
that  a  judge  could  hear  in  a  given  period  ? 
Unquestionably  they  had.  By  the  docu- 
ments on  the  table  it  appeared*  that  on 
the  average  of  the  years  1810  and  1811* 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  heard  in  each 
year,  370  litigated^causes*  and  of  petitions 
not  of  consent  had  settled  670*  which  were 
equal  to  twioe  30  causes.  But  taking 
them  as  being  equal  only  to  SO  causes* 
this  made  up  400  causes  decided  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  within  one  vear.  Bat* 
it  was  proved  by  evidence  before  the 
House,  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  a 
great  part  of  his  time  occupied  in  other 
business  besides  that  of  equity.  In  how 
many  juridical  days  did  the  House  sup- 
pose the  Master  of  the  Rolls  disposed  of 
those  400  litigated  causes?  In  120  juri- 
dical days.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  sat 
in  equity  no  greater  number  of  days  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  The  days  that  he 
did  sit  too*  were  improperly  termed  days; 
they  were  but  the  fractions  of  days.  He 
sat,  in  reality,  but  20  juridical  days  in  the 
course  of  a  year*  and  the  other  days  on 
which  he  did  sit  were  but  fractions  of  a 
day,  namely,  from  six  to  ten  in  the  even- 
ing. Then,  in  how  long  a  period  would  a 
judge,  sitting  juridical  days*  subdue  this 
arrear  ?  The  Chancellor's  regular  juridi- 
cal day  consisted  of  six  hours  ;  200  juri- 
dical days  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  there- 
fore* Were  equal  to  300  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  ^days ;  and,  of  course*  a  person 
sitting  200  juridical  days  of  six  hours 
each*  would  decide  three  times  the  num- 
ber of  causes  now  decided  by  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  within  the  year;  that  is  to 
say,  1,S00  causes  of  the  same  nature*  with 
the  400  at  present  decided  by  him.  But 
in  answer  to  this,  it  might  be  said  the 
causes  so  decided  by  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  were  not  of  the  same  difficulty  with 
the  causes  now  in  arrear*  that  they  were 
neither  so  important  and  complicated  as 
the  Appeals  before  the  House  of  Lords*  nor 
in  their  nature  so  weighty  and  momen- 
tous as  those  heard  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery* and  that  therefore  this  assumption 
did  not  hold  good.  He  would  grant  the 
argument  to  a  certain  length ;  but  suppose 
three*  however*  to  be  only  equal  to  one* 
and  thus  reduce  the  1,200  to  one  third* 
still,  on  the  principle  now  laid  doyvn,  the 
same  judge  might  within  the  year  dispose 
of  400  difficult  causes.  Suppose  also  that 
the  present  increase  had  been  produced 
in  ten  year^  and  that  one  year  would  be 
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anfiicient  to  bring  op  the  arraar,  it  fbU6«r- 
ed  ihat  the  assistaDt  judge  wooU  ia  fotvre 
render  all  the  aid  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
which,  by  the  present  Bill,  it  was  meant 
he  shoold  aflford,  in  the  tenth  part  of  each 
ytear ;  and,  when  the  increase  which  had 
already  accamulated,  was  subdued,  that 
only  one  tenth  part  of  the  time  of  such 
assistant  judge  would  be  necessary  for  Che 
dispatch  of  Ihe  business  which  he  would 
bare  to  execute.     He  woold  allow,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  an  exaggerated  riew  of 
the  subject,  and  woold  for  argament's  sake 
admit  that  even  one  fourth  part  of  Mie  time 
of  this  assistant  judge  should  be  employed : 
he  asked,  was  not  this  likely  to  laad  to  the 
evil   to   which  be  had  already  alluded? 
Woold  not  three- fourths,  or  say  one  half 
of  his  time,  after  the  discharge  of  the  ar- 
rear,  be  unemployed,  unless  he  were  to 
devote  it  to  the  execution  of  those  duties 
which   had  hitherto  employed  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  the  Court   of  Chancery. 
Was  it  not  to  be  expected,  that  some  other 
part  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  would  be  thrown  upon  htm  ? 
Qentlemen  might  say,  this  was  not  a  legi- 
timate argument,  and  that  it  was  not  fair 
to  say,  that  there  must  be,  because  there 
might  be  abuse.    He  allowed  that  the  ar- 
gument might  not  be  legitimato  merely 
as  such,  but  the  question  here  to  be  consi- 
dered, was,  if  the  convenience  of  the  use 
expected  to  be  produced,  might  not  be  out- 
weighed by  the  inconvenience  of  the  abuse 
of  which  tlie  proposed  measure  was  sus- 
ceptible ?    And,  in  his  opinion,  the  latter 
infinitely  outweighed  the  former.    It  was 
asked,  also,  how  it  could  be  supposed  that 
the   Lord    Chancellor   would  be    guilty 
of  a  neglect  of  his  duty  or  an  abandon- 
ment of  his  judicid  labours;  but  he  would 
ask  in  return,  whether  the  principle  of  all 
law  was  not  contrary  to  this  blind  confi- 
dence in  personal  character?    The  law 
did  not  presume  that  a  man  would  do  his 
duty,  because  he  might  do  it :   it  rather 
took  care  to  provide  that  he  should  do  it. 
If  it  was  to  be  supposed  that  a  man  would 
do  his  doty,  there  was  no  law  on  the  sub- 
ject wanted.     Here  a  case  arose  in  which 
the  Vice-Chancellor  employed  on  the  in- 
crease which  existed  in  Chancery,  would 
have  a  considerable  portion  of  time  on  his 
hands.    His  time  was  placed  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Chancellor,  vested  with  the 
power  to  instruct  his  deputy  in  the  per- 
formance of  bis  duty  in  his  place.    The 
Chancellor  had  the  functions  of  a  burthen- 
seme  office  to  discharge ;  he  had  also  other 
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services  of  a  different  descriplionp  wkick 
were  occasionally  required  of  him-  In- 
these  circumstances,  considering  the  strong 
temptation  placed  before  him  by  the 
creation  of  such  an  office,  was  it  not  pos- 
sible that  he  might  feel  inclined,  at  times, 
to  yield  to  the  pressure,  and  employ  the 
Vice-Chancellor  in  what  ought  properly 
to  be  executed  by  himself?  Might  not 
the  House  naturaJly  conclude  tqat  tho 
purest  and  best  of  men  might  occasional!  jr 
sink  into  the  indulgence  presented  to  his 
acceptance.  But  it  was  said  by  the  advo« 
cates  of  the  Bill  on  the  other  side,  the 
eye  of  the  public  woold  be  upon  him,  so 
that  no  change  of  the  kind  was  to  be 
dreaded.  This  he  did  not  question.  He 
did  not  expect  any  violent  change;  and  it 
was  true  that  the  public  observation  might 
restrain  him  from  any  sudden  or  great  al* 
toration ;  but  the  innovation  would  not  be 
of  that  nature.  What  he  anticipated  was, 
that  the  practice  woold  creep  in  impercep* 
tibly,  and  that  the  proper  duties  of  the 
Chancellor  would,  one  by  one,  be  transfeiw 
red  over  to  the  Vice-chancellor,  till  it 
shoold  in  time  be  forgotten  that  there  ever 
was  a  Chaocellor  wiui  those  duties.  And 
this,  too,  wonki  be  the  case  even  where  tha 
Chancellor  was  efiective  and  *  the  Vice* 
Chancellor  was  not.  This,  however,  was 
not  all.  There  was  another  view  of  the 
case  in  which  it  appeared  most  important 
that  the  duties  now  performed  by  tha 
Chancellor  should  not  be  transferred  over 
to  the  Viee-Chancellor.  If  there  existed 
any  jealousy  with  rcspeoli  to  this  officer, 
there  might  be  a  safeguard  ;  but  when  he 
was  invested  with  the  same  legal  trust,  the 
safeguard  of  public  jealousy  disappeared, 
and  the  Chancellor  might,  in  obeaience  to 
higher  commands,  beeome  involved  in  the 
mases  of  political  intrigue,  to  the  aban- 
donment of  all  duties  except  his  appellant 
ones.  When  it  appeared  to  those  who 
had  the  command  over  the  Chancellor, 
that  there  was  an  assistant  who  had  suffi* 
cient  time  on  his  hands  to  ease  him  of 
part  of  his  judicial  duties,  was  there  not 
reason  to  dread  that  he  woold  be  involved 
still  deeper  than  he  bad  hitherto  been  id 
political  business,  and  in  intrigue  not  known 
to  belong  to  his  office  ?  No  rational  man 
oonld  k^k  at  the  present  mcasore  with 
attention,  and  not  see,  Uiat  if  adopted,  tlie 
Chancellor  wookl,  at  some  time  or  other, 
and,  he  presumed  to  tfaink,  at  no- great 
distance  too,  be  withdrawn  from  all  exci;pt 
his  appelant  duties ;  and  would  not  that 
lead  to  all  the  arils  to  which  he  had  allnd- 
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ed,  as  likely  to  result  in  respect  to  all  oor 
other  judicial  situations  ? 

Among  the  arguments  used  by  ,the  sap- 
porters  of  the  Bill,  there  were  none  which 
excited  in  his  mind  more  surprize  as  ad- 
dressed to  a  deliberative  assembly  than 
that  which  maintained  that  gentlemen  had 
no  right  to  object  to  the  present  measure 
unless  they  had  something  better  to  pro- 
pose in  place  of  it.  Surely  no  proposition 
could  be  more  unreasonable  in  principle^ 
or  in  its  application  to  this  particular  case. 
Oo  a  subject  of  such  a  nature  how  few 
OYen  of  the  members  of  that  House  could 
be  supposed  adequate  to  form  an  exact 
opinion  of  the  evil,  or  bring  their  minds 
to  an  investigation  of  all  its  branches  and 
bearings ;  and,  if  there  were  not  probably 
more  than  six  gentlemen  in  the  House 
who  had  maturely  considered  the  subject, 
and  were  aware  of  the  evil,  how  could 
they  be'supposed  to  have  found  a  remedy  } 
But  suppose  that  he,  as  a  person  who  had 
applied  his  mind  to  its  consideration, 
thought  some  'system  as  an  adequate  re- 
medy to  the  evil  complained  of,  was.  to  be 
found  in  a  person  of  eminence  already 
holding  a  judicial  situation,  how  was  he, 
an  unattthorixed  individual^  to  come  with 
it  matured  for  the  approbation  of  the 
House?  No  man  could  come  without  au* 
thority  with  a  matured  plan  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House;  but  any  man 
might  come  forward  and  state  his  opinion 
on  such  plan  as  vras  submitted  for  their 
consideration.  It  might  be,  that  he  had 
revolved  a  plan— it  might  be,  that  he  con- 
ceived that  one  learned  judge  had  more 
time  than  was  necessary  to  the  discharge 
of  his  peculiar  duties,  and  misht  benefi- 
cially assist  in  the  removal  of  the  evils 
complained  of  in  another  court;  yet  to 
suppose  that  he  or  any  other  person, 
under  those  circumstances,  could  bring 
forward  a  perfect  plan  for  adoption,  was  to 
suppose  what  did  not  belong  to  the  nature 
of  the  subject.  Without  assuming,  there- 
fore, more  than  belonged  to  the  circum- 
stances that  attended  the  examination  of 
the  question  before  them,  he  should  sog* 
gest  to  the  House  a  remedy,  which,  he 
was  satisfied,  would  be  found  fully  equal 
to  meet  the  evil  in  its  broadest  extent. 
There  was  an  office  created  for  no  other 
purpose  but  to  assist  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  when  that  judge  wanted  more  assist- 
ance, was  not  their  attention  naturally  di- 
rected to  the  office  so  created  ?  The 
office  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  such 
office,'  and  the  qotstioa  wa«»  could  the 
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House,  by  a  difierent  distribution  of  the 
bosiness,  make  him  more  effective  for 
the  end  for  which  he  was  constituted  ? 
As  he  had  only  20  effectual  juridical 
days,  and  only  100  fractions  of  days  at 
present  occupied,  so  it  followed  that  he 
had  one  half  of  hrs  time  unappropriated. 
Bat  an  hon.  and  ^arned  friend  of  his  bad 
said,  that  though  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
had  less  of  his  time  occupied  in  court,  he 
had  many  other  important  duties  to  dis- 
charge ;  for  his  part,  he  did  not  under^* 
stand  what  was  meant  by  the  word  at- 
tached to  the  office — he  did  not  under- 
stand any  duty  to  be  attached  to  an  office 
unless  it  entered  into'  its  constitution  and 
specially  belonged  to  it.  Those  duties 
described  to  be  attached  to  the  office  of 
Master  of  the  Rolls  were  Prize  and  Plan- 
tation Appeals.  He  however,  contended, 
that  the  Master  of  the  Roils  had  no  more 
to  do  with  those  causes  than  any  other 
privy  counsellor.  He  had  his  (the  Master 
of  the  RoHs)  own  words  for  saying  so,  for 
he,  five  years  ago,  withdrew  from  them 
for  15  months.  Could  any  man  conceive 
that  this  great  and*exce]lent  officer  would 
have  withdrawn  himself  from  those  causes, 
if  it  had  been  his  duty  to  have  attended 
to  them.  What  censure  would  not  be 
have  subjected  himself  to,  if,  for  the  c;ra- 
tification  of  his  private  feelings,  he  had 
withdrawn  himself  from  the  duties  of  his 
office  ?  Such,  however,  was  not  the  case; 
but  it  was  a  mere  voluntary  occupation  of 
hia  unemployed^  time.  And  should  the 
House  not  rather  call  on  this  great  officer 
to  do  that  for  which  he  was  created,  ra- 
ther than  suffer  him,  because  he  was  not 
sufficiently  occupied  in  that,  to  employ 
his  time  in  what  was  not  his  duty  ?  It  be- 
came the  House  not  to  appoint  two  assist- 
ants to  the  Chancellor,  when  the  business 
of  equity  could  be  done  with  one.  On 
the  supposition,  then,  that  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  were  withdrawn  from  the  Cock- 
pit, the  question  was,  could  he  give  the 
assistance  required  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  meet  the  evil  of  the  accumulation 
they  were  desirous  of  removing?  If  he 
were  to  assert  at  random,  that  he  knew 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  time  enough 
for  the  purpose,  he  might  not  get  credit, 
and  might  be  met  by  an  assertion  of  an 
opposite  tendency;  but  he  professed  to 
state,  with  actual  and  positive  precision, 
the  grounds  on  which  his  opinion  was 
founded.  To  decida  this  question,  let  it 
be  seen  how  much  of  bfs  honour's  juridi* 
cal   tine  was  employed   in   matters  of 
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eqaity.  With  this  in  Tiew^  he  most  go 
into  a  pretty  minute  detail.  The  juridical 
year^  dedacting  ten  weeks  for  the  long 
▼acatioDf  consisted  of  36  weeks,  and  of 
this  remainder  there  was  tojbe  a  further 
deduction  for  Christmas,  Easter,  and 
Whiuuntide ;  after  which,  the  sum  beinff 
multiplied  by  six,  gave  206  juridicial 
days,  from  which,  six  holidays  were  to  be 
subtracted,  leaving  a  total  of  200  days  in 
the  juridical  year,  during  which  theChan- 
tfellor  sate  for  the  administration  of  justice. 
Then,  on  how  many  of  those  days  did  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  sit  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  Chancellor  ?  To  shew  this, 
he  should  state  when  he  did  not  sit.  Dur- 
ing term  tim^  he  sat  three  evenings  in  the 
ifveek,  and  on  the  other  three  days  he  did 
not  sit  at  all.  There  were  three  terms  in 
the  year  of  three  weeks  each,  so  that  there 
were  nine  days  in  each  df  these  terms 
in  which  he  did  not  sit  ;  this  made,  for 
the  three  terms,  27  days  on  which  he  did 
not  discharge  any  business.  The  fourth 
term  consisted  of  four  weeks,  producing  12 
days  on  which  his  honour  did  not  at  all  sit, 
making  a  result  on  the  whole  of  39  days 
on  which  he  was  unoccupied.  He  never 
sat  on  Saturdays  out  of  term,  except  on  the 
first  Saturday  after  each  term  ;  this  gave 
l^Saturdaysoutof  term  on  which  he  did 
not  sit  at  all;  this,  added  to  the  former 
39,  made  58  days  on  which  his  honour 
did  not  at  a^  sit  m  equity.  He  did  not 
mean  to  a^,  that  the  learned  judge  did 
not  sit  elsewhere,  but  he  now  went  upon 
the  assumption  that  he  was  withdrawn 
from  those  other  functions.  His  honour 
ilever  did  sit  on  seal  days,  and  that  for  a 
reason  which  did  not  now  exist,  namely, 
because  it  was  formerly  no  unusual  matter 
for  the  Chancellor  to  sit  on  seal  days, 
probably  till  two  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning,  and  the  counsel  being  the  same 
in  boih  courts,  they,  of  course,  would  be 
engaged  before  his  lordship.  Th^<e  seal 
days  amounted  to  20,  making,  with  the 
former  58  days,  a  total  of  .78  days  wholly 
unemployed  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
cqoiuble  jurisdiction. 

It  remained  to  be  inquired  whether 
those  would  meet  the  evil  complained  of. 
According  to  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord  who  introduced  the  Bill,  it  was  intended 
that  the  Chancellor  should  sit  three  days 
ia  the  House  of  Lords.  Now  the  Chan- 
cellor's day,  though  he  ought  reeularly  to 
sit  from  ten  o'clock  till  four,  would  be  over- 
rated if  stated  to  be,  on  an  average,  four 
hours.    The  days  of  tho  Master  of  the 
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Rolls  would  consist  of  six  hours;  so  60  of 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls's  days  would  be 
eoual  to  90  of  the  Chancellor's:  to  this 
aud  20  seal  days,  which  would  be  equal 
to  110  days,  which  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  would  be  able  to  add  to  the  200  juri- 
dical days  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Here, 
then,  was  an  adequate  relief  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  any  imaginable  increase,  the 
whole  juridical  year  consisting,  as  he  had 
stated  of  200  days,  distributed  in  the  pro- 
portion he  had  described.  Suppose  the, 
increase  of  business  to  be  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  whole ;  here  it  was  all  provided 
for  and  more !  He  asked  of  his  kon.  and 
learned  friends  to  consider  this, and  to  an- 
swer it  if  they  could.  Let  them  swell  the 
phantom  to  any  size  they  pleased,  and 
let  them  say  if  these  1 10  days  would  not 
only  afford  ample  assistance  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, but  were  out  of  all  measure  above 
the  evil. 

Assuming,  then,  as  facts  what  he  had 
endeavoured  to  lay  down,  with  what  sha- 
dow of  reason  could  that  House  venture 
on  a  measure,  which  appeared  pregnant 
with  so  much  danger,  when  they  found  in 
the  constitution  of  the  office  already  cre- 
ated for  that  purpose,  ample  means  to  meet 
and  remedy  the  evil  complained  of.  Ha 
was  aware  that  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  what  he  had  uow^  suggested,  except 
what  was  personal  to  that  great  judge  to 
•whom  he  nad  so  often  alluded;  .and  it 
might  be  urged,  that  if  be  were  to  sit  200 
juridical  days,  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  his  time  would  be  occupied,  though 
surely  not  more  than  that  of  the  other 
judges,  or  than  the  Chancellor  himself, 
who  united  the  offices  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Lords  and  cabinet  minister. 
Witii  respect  to  the  compensation  which 
this  additional  labour  would  demand, 
there  could  be  'but  one  feeling ;  but  he 
felt  confident,  that  if  an  encroachment  on 
the  ease  of  that  extraordinary  and  excel- 
lent person  would  be  productive  of  public 
benefit,  he  would  feel  that  to  be  an  ample 
compensation.  He  was  sure  that  it  would 
not  require  more  than  two  years  to  subdue 
the  existing  arrear,  and  when  that  was 
done  the  leisure  afforded  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  by  withdrawing  him  from  Prize 
and  Plantation  Appeals,  would  be  more 
than  equal  to  the  increase  of  business  in 
Chancery.  The  business  which  he  pur- 
posed to  withdraw  from  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  to  be  sure,  was  not  so  great  as  that 
which  he  had  suggested  the  propriety  of  im- 
posing on  him.    But,  ha  asked,  would  this 
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trttly  meritorioas  perion,  iq  that  cas^  hav^ 
more  to  do  thaa  the  other  judges  ?  Tt^^ 
Chancellor  had  as  much  to  do  a|  preseqt; 
iind  ^hy  should  not  t^  situation  of  Mas- 
ter of  the  Rolls  be  rendered  aa  efficient  ? 
If  anv  magUtrs^te  in  this  coustry  w^  en^ 
titled  to  call  for  a  sacrifice  to  be  made  to, 
his  private  feelings,  be  confessed  that  th^ 
present  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  exactly 
the  person-  But  no  magistrate  whatever 
bad  a  rigbt  to  call  on  the  public  to  make 

¥iy  sacrifice  to  their  private  feelings, 
here  must,  iQ  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased labour,  be  an  increase  of  emo^q- 
ment,  not  adequate,  indeed,  to  the  en- 
croachment made  on  the  eme  of  this 
jpost  exceR(snt  and  valoal^le  judge  ;  but 
he  was  certain  that  highly  respectable 
character  would  submit  to  the  aJditional 
labour,  feeling,  as  he  must  do,  that  the 
good  of  the  country  called  fpr  i|«  The 
encroachment  on  the  ease,  of  his  honour, 
teo,he  was  certain,  would  not  be  for  more 
^an  two  yearL  as  then  the  arrear  wooM 
Ijave  been  inade  up;  and  he  wouM  haie 
tne  satisfaction  of  having  so  eminently 
afsrved  the  country,  while  the  alteratiofi 
would,  in  the  result,  b^'a  relief  to  himself, 
ijyitber  than  a  burden. 

Haying  thus  stated  bis  opinion,  both  of 
tbe^  present  measure,  and  of  the  reinedy 
whicn  he  himself  would  propose  to  substi- 
tute in  place  of  it,  for  the  evil  i^rhicl^  be 
could  not  deny  existed^  he  should  not  now 

B-ess  his  nep^ve  ^>  the  present  SilL 
e  was  satisfied  that  there  was  not,  and 
could  not  be  in  this  House  any  straggle  for 
or  against  a  particular  measure  like  thi^ 
present;  but  that  the  ofa^iect  of  all  was 
equally  directed  Co  the  providing  of  the 
bttit  possible  remedy  for  a  public  evil*  If 
bis  hints,  or  those  which  had  been  more 
ablv  urged  on  a  former  nigh^  by  totfie  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friends  near  him«  re* 
quired  investigation,  as  to  tiie  facU  or  cal- 
culations, he  hoped  gentlemen  would  take 
time  to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  their  being 
strictly  accurate;  and  that  they  would 
pause  before  they  irretrievably  committed 
themselves,  byedoptiog  a  roeasore  like 
the  present— -The  hon«  and  learned  gen- 
tleman concluded  by  moving  as  an  amend* 
n^ent  to  the  original  motion,  *'  That  the 
House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
op  the  said  Bill  on  this  day  fortnight" 

Lord  CaaUreagh  said,  that  it  could  not 
be  co^ddered  as  a  compliment  in  him  to 
observe,  that  any  proposition  which  came 
from  a  member  of  such  eminence  and 
freight  a<  the  boa  and  iMmed  genUemen 


OQ  all  subjecta,  but  opore  particularly  on 
ofkt  connoted  Vfith  his  profession,  must 
heenUtlfd  to  consideration.  In  urging^ 
iherefiore,  the  committal  of  the  Bill,  efter 
l^e  district  and  persnicuous  statement 
with  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  favoured  the  House,  he  begged  leavf 
to  assure  him  that  he  waa  not  ii^uenced 
by  fluay  uncandid  motive,  qr  by  a|iy  disce* 
spect  tp  his  suggestions,  n^hicb  wersi 
worthy  of  every  consideraMon ;  but  he 
thought  it  due  to  the  dignity  of  their  own 
procee4iiigs.  If  by  postponing  the  dis* 
cession^  or  in  any  sufaeequent  aUgo  of  the 
Bill,  the  hon*an<l  laarned  gentleman  should 
succeed  in  convincing  the  Houiif,  the 
mode  would  then  be»  to  negative  one  BiU 
and  substitute  another;  but  ui^til  the  pre^ 
sent  Bill  was  comple^  in  its  de|aiis,  and 
attended  in  iu  form  by  passing  ib^oogh  e 
committee,  it  waa  not  fair  to  put  il  ^  com- 
petition with  ano^er  scheme^  and  make  it 
optional  to  decide  between  it  and  e  plan 
which  could  not  be  digested  tuffiotoatly. 
The  hon.  g^tleman  might  bora^^r,  if 
he  Mtt  so  inclined,  bt'uhg  forward  hiaideas 
in  the  shape  of  a  subttaniive  pimpeaijtion, 
a|id  it  would  then  be  for  the  House  to  de* 
terminCf  but  in  the  meantime  it  winiM  be 
only  right  to  mature  the  original  measure 
by  aufier ing  it  to  go  throiwh  the  Commitlre^ 
At  th^  same  time,  he  ibough^  it  right  to 
state,  that  as  iai'  aa  he  was  able  tp  follow 
the  insentous  stalemeiil  of  the  bon.  end 
learned  gentleman,  be  did  not  appvabend 
that  tbe  remedy  he  nroposed  «iras  adequate 
to  meet  the  evils  wniob  be  acknowledged 
to  exist  In  the  proposition  o&red  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  be  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  be^punat  the  wtong 
end  of  the  scale  ;  for  it  did  not  follow  that 
the  time  in  which  400  causet  were  dimosed 
of  in  the  Rolls  Court,  could  suffice  m  tbo 
same  number  in  the  Court  of  Chanceiy* 
and  skill  less  in  the  appellant  jurisdictk>ift 
of  the  I^rds.  The  question  was  noa»  how 
many  causes  the  Master  of  the  Belle  could 
decide,  but  how  many  Appeals  the  House 
of  Lords  could  hear,  and  how  much  of  tbe 
Chancellor's  time  would  be  thereby  occu* 

Eied  }  The  bon.  and  learned  gentleman 
ad  removed  the  Master  of  the  Rolla  fima 
the  Cockpit  without  suggesting  how  tbe 
important  business  transacted  in  that 
Court  was  to  be  carried  on  in  tbe  absence 
of  the  learned  judge  who  now  attended; 
he  was  also  much  mistaken,  as  be  appre- 
hended, in  the  distribution  of  the  time  ef 
the  learned  judge^  wbo,  so  far  from  bewig 

ti«ia  to  apaie,  soflbi^  lo  mncb  in  beebb 
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(from  hill  furimnitted  axertioni  ami  conti* 
iiiied  Itboors  ts  tobe  obliged  (to  th^  great 
lots  of  tho  Howbl  to  reliooiitsh  his  toil. 
Tbaa*  what  woold  be  gained  iii  Chancery 
by  the  Master  of  the  Relb'tSuing  iki  that 
«t>art  from  ten  till  fdar  doring  so  g^eat  a 

Sart  of  the  year,  wo«ld  be  l<At  iti  th^  judi- 
M  bwinfist  ^hich  that  learned  effiteet 
BOW  dwoharged  at  the  Gbekpit.  Hiere  be 
feertaMy  might  be  uid  was  as  beneficialljp 
Mi^oyed  as  he  eoald  bte  ib  any  dther 
court.  The  hon.  and  leamad  ^mleinaB 
kad  assamedi  th*t  a  jadge  in  equity  wab 
not  employed  os^fhlly  esceot  lb  ooort, 
bat  he  was  as  neceteanly  employed  ui  ex- 
kaimkig  casea  tad  plMaring  jodgmeoii 
wben  out  of  tdott ;  tt  tfaerefbre  at>p6ared 
that  there  was  nothing  eoncltiiite  In  that 
•rgateent  If  the  expedient  propoted  by 
the  hoA.  and  learned  gentleman  were 
really  as  pfaetitable  as  he  represented  it, 
it  was  eictmordinary  that  it  should  neTor 
bare  suggested  itself  for  such  a  long  course 
of  years;  and  thi|»  he  thought,  afforded 
the  most  pregnant  proof  that  it  was  impos- 
aible  to  resort  to  any  other  meaiure  than 
that  of  an  additSwtal  judge.  Another  eyi- 
Hence  of  this  might  also  be  adducad  from 
the  con? ietiob  in  the  mind  bf  the  noble 
iord  who  filled  the  station  of  Lord  High 
Chaacellor,  that  the  eril  of  delay  could  not 
lam  adequately  aputoleracted  by  \h^  sitting 
of  the  Master  or  the  Bolls,  or  of  any  other 
Misting  judged  Insomuch  so  that  that  high 
ipersonage  bad  consented  te  ^Is  measure 
which  went  to  esteblish  an  officer,  half  of 
whom  pay  vfoold  be  derived  from  his  own 
emohsaientk  He  did  not  comprehend, 
bow  the  e?il  whi^h  wai  apprehended  from 
the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chanc«llor  bjr 
Unthdmwittg  the  Lord  Chancellor  frdm  his 
judicial  to  political  pursuits,  would  not  take 
place  in  an  equal  degreci  if  the  Master  de^ 
euted  so  great  a  portion  of  his  tinm  as  had 
been  plmoaed»  to  the  busntem  of  Cban« 
«5ary.  Under  tlieie  cireumstances,  he  de- 
pfoeated  any  cooiae  of  .proceeding  which 
tetmM  obstruct  tiie  Ibrm  that  ^uld  bekt 
unaMe  the  House  to  form  a  final  Judgment 
upon  the  merits  of  the  Bill  mhith  was  n«W 
tmor  their  cMsideraiion.  He  was^  there- 
fiwe»  hoitile  to  any  propeeal  which  taight 
binder  the  BUI  firbm  being  put  intoa  stete 
bi  wbloh  a  correct  opinion  might  bh 
AmBodMit.  By  geNig intoa  coUtaiittee, 
the  eltMhs  oetessary  to  m  eorr^ct  jadg. 
tttent  OB  it  would  be  inserted,and  oh  receir- 
Ittg  the  tenoH*  or  on  tha  third  feadlhg^  it 
la^fht  bi  bagatived  or  not|  as  It  seeAed 
ta«l  4o  iba  HMia^  wbcb  the  bMh  and 
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learned  g^nUetean's  proposal  might  hh 
brought  forward'  in  a  more  detailed  forth. 
Mr.  Leach  explained.  The  noble  lord 
had  not  foiriy  represented  him,  to  sav  that 
ite  had  allowed  only  the  same  peflhd  ior  the 
average  length  of  causes  before  the  Mast^fr 
of  the  Itolb,  and  those  of  whieh  this  mhst 
of  diday  was  totaiposed :  for,  ft  Must  be  id 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  he  had 
aHhUad  thrice  a^  much  tinte  for  the  latter 
as  for  the  former.  The  House  woold  pro^ 
babty  ittdolge  him  in  a  few  words^  whidt 
adigHt  nut  bb  strictly  termed  explanation. 
The  appeal  cames  which  came  before  thA 

Erf Tr*caubcll  in  the  Cocfcpiti  were  in  part 
(gall  Hi  part  equity  cAuies.  The  em- 
ployttent  of  the  Maat^r  6f  the  Rolls  in 
that  dMtrt  #ik  in  coniequence  of  tha 
cautH  bf  an  aqultable  nature,  but  tbera 
was  a  Judge>  who  entertained  jurisdiction 
ovar  bbth  theie  speciak  of  causes*  and  wbb 
would,  it  could  scarchl^  be  denied,  be  b 
Tory  pro^/er  Judge  to  be  enthttted  With  tha 
administration  of  justice  in  this  particular 
branch*  Such  a  Judge  was  the  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Sitcheouer,  ah  officer  whbse  fonc^ 
tiont  renderea  him  equally  competeht  to 
decide  in  questions  of  la#  atid  hi  ihalterh 
of  equity,  and  ha  was  abo  already  h  prity 
countotmr.  It  had  been  aid,  that  tbb 
time  of  this  judge  cottid  flot  be  lakbn  from 
theCbuH  of  Exchequer  without  Ihodh^re- 
nlence.  But  thif  objectioh  Was  easily  ob^ 
'?iated»  arlthout  anr  nicon?eniettce.  Polr 
ten  dayk  tfter  each  t^rm,  the  judgei  werh 
occupied  in  the  Bxchequer  With  #hal 
were  termed  equity  aitUngs.  Theie  4b 
days  were  mora  than  aqm  to  the  timb 
occupied  by  causas  at  the  Cockpit  During 
these  sittings  the  Lord  Chief  Barbn  miglK 
sit  at  the  Cockpit,  and  there  Would  be  left 
three  judm  at  the  Etchequer  to  hfeat 
these  equity  causes.  Gould  this  bb 
esteetated  an  InconTaniehta,  when  the  bu- 
ainem  of  the  first  equity  court  in  the  coun- 
try was  managed  by  one  jadge  ?  WiUi  rev 
Mence  to  the  soma  point,  too,  he  bad  tb 
observe,  that  wheoeter  tlie  great  seal  vrab 
pot  in  commisiion,  the  numher  of  Jddgeii 
appofaited  was  three.  So  that  in  the  pre* 
sent  case  there  could  be  no  great  inconVe*- 
nicttce  itt  ha? ing  three  judges^  the  number 
which  he  propoaed  to  leate  ih  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  inatead  of  four  as  it  Was  no  W 
eonititated. 

MK  Wtikendl  bore  testimony  to  the  ae 
curacy  of  the  stetement  of  bis  hon.  and 
learned   friand,  and    the  clearness  with 
Which  it  had  beeh  made.    His  objectionk 
oeuld  Mf  tff^f  ^  ^  mrfaogemente 
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which  huhon.  and  learned  frieiid  had 
founded  on  his  alatements.  He  would 
not  deny  that  these  arrangements  would 
Iceep  down  the  accumulation  of  causes  in 
Chancery*  But  there  were  three  ob- 
jections to  the  arrangements  proposed  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend :  the  first  re- 
garded the  feelings  of  that  excellent  judge 
who  filled  at  present  the  situation  of 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  2.  The  Maslen^of 
the  Rolls  would  be  still  allowed  to  sit  in 
parliament,  but  the  privilege  would  be 
nugatory,  as  his  time  would  be  entirely 
occupied  by  the  business  of  his  court. 
The  third  and  main  objection  was  to  the 
transposition  of  the  Chief  Baron  irom  the 
^Exchequer  to  the  Cockpit.  If  the  head  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  were  thus  to  be 
cut  off  as  proposed  by  his  learned  friend  in 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  plan,  he  did  not 
know  why  the  same  operation  might  not 
be  performed  on  the  other  courts.  He 
Icnew,  however,  why  it  should  not  be  per- 
formed on  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  Two ' 
of  these  judges  were  especially  qualified 
for  the  legal  business,  and  two  only  were 
selected  from  equity  lawyers.  By  re- 
moving the  Chief  Baron  only  one  judge 
acquainted  with  the  equity  business  would 
therefore  be  left  in  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  grievance  which  now  existed  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  would  be  entailed  on 
the  former  court.  Ther^  was  at  present  a 
Jittle  gout  in  the  Court  of  Chancery — the 
legal  fluid  did  not  circulate— and  this  gout 
was  to  be  transferred  to  the  Exchequer. 
With  the  professed  view  of  accelerating 
the  decision  of  an  equitable  litigation,  it 
proceeded  to  retard  them  in  one  court  in 
order  to  quicken  them  in  another.  In- 
deed, there  was  such  delay  at  present  in 
the  Exchequer  that  it  had  been  proposed 
to  separate  the  equitable  from  the  legal 
jurisdiction,  in  order  to  further  and  pro- 
mote the  discharge  of  business.  The  ar- 
rangement in  question  would  make  three 
innovations  to  remedy  one  evil,  and  the 
proposition  of  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend 
would,  be,  in  bis  opinion,  productive  of 
infinitely  more  mischief  than  that  wiuch 
it  professed  to  remove. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said,  he  had  been  glad 
lo  bear  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  of 
lis  hon.  and  learnedf  friend  admitted,  and 
still  more  so  to  hear  it  conceded  that  the 
arrangements  proposed  by  him  would 
meet  the  evil ;  and  his  satisfaction  was 
not  a  little  engreased,  when  he  heard  the 
objections  to  those  arrangements.  Com* 
pared  with  the  admissions  ^at  bad  beep 
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made,  he  was  sure  the  freak  objeotioas 
started  would  weigh  but  iitUe  .with  the 
House.    As  to  the  first 'objection  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  who  had  spoken 
last,  be  did  not  agree  with  bin  in  think- 
ing that  the  excellent  judge  alluded  ta 
would  be  unwilling  to  afibrd  an  assistance 
which  was  necessary  to  the  public,  and 
which  should  be  called  for  by  parliamenu 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  opposite  had 
stated,  that  by  increasing  the  duties  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  he  would  be  prevent* 
ed  from  attending  in  this  House,  an  evil 
which,  he  owned,  could  not  be  sufficiently 
deprecated.    But  how  came  it  that- on 
this  important  Bill,  with  the   nature  of 
which  he  must  be  supposed  to  be  so<  inti- 
mately acquainted,  the  House  was  de- 
prived of  the  assistance  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls.    The  inconvenience  from  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  not  havmg  a  seat  tn 
that    House,    they  at   present   laboored 
under ;  neither  had  the  authority  of  this 
excellent  judge  been  quoted  as  favourable 
to  the  Bill,  however  weighty  an  argument 
it  would  be  in  favour  of  the  measure,  if 
that  Bill  had  come  to  the  House  backed 
by  his    name.     His    hon.    and    learned 
friends  (sir  S.  Romilly  .and  Mr.  Leach), 
after  devoting  more  of  their  time  to  their 
legal    business    than  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  would  be,  under  the  arrangement 
proposed,  obliged  to  devote,  found  time  for 
attendance  in  that  House.    The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  asked,  why  not 
extend  the  principle  of  his  hon.  and  leam« 
ed  friend  to  the  other  courts  i  The  answer 
was,  that  the   other  courts  bad  an  un- 
mixed jurisdiction ;    that,  jt  was  of  a  most 
extensive  nature,.and  that-from  the  varions 
and  laborious  duties  to  t>e  -performed -on 
circuits,  a  certain  nuoibm?  of  law  judges  was 
indispenaabJe.  .  It  must  beve  occurred,  to 
bis  hon.  and  learned,  friend  that,  the  reason 
for  the  number  of  judges  in  the  courta  of 
law  was,  not  to  transact  to.  greater  advan* 
tage  the  ordinary  business,  but  to  secure  a 
sufficiency  of  legal  knpwjedge  on  nice  and 
importapt' cases.  :  To  gjv^e  any  further  na^ 
awer  ta^he  thkd  objeoiion  would  be  only 
to  weaken^what  had  been  so  well  staled 
by  his  j^QOf  and  learned  friend.    He  conld 
not  bu^iconsider  that  none  of  the  objeo* 
tions  had  any  weight  when  compared  la 
the  solid  arguments  and  perspicoooaelo* 
quence  which  had  been  that,  night  4ia* 
played,;  he  trusted,  thereforei  that  if  the 
committee  did  sit  that  nightp  a  future  op* 
portunity  wox^ld  be  BBxaptd  of  giving  ta 
^M  jlPggestiona  of- his  hon*  and  learned 
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friend  all  thai  candid  consideration  to 
which  they  were  so  well  entitled.  These 
three  objections  were  all  that  bad  been  set 
up  against  the  arguments  in  opposition  to 
the  Billj  which  had  been  urged  with  such 
weight,  eloquence,  and  wit,  on  that  and 
on  a  former  night— The  hon.  gentleman 
then  generally  defended  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  near 
iiim,  and  maintained  that  all  the  objections 
.urged  against  that  plan  by  the  last  speaker, 
even  aliowins  that  they  stood  uncontra* 
dieted,  could-naf  e  no  weight  against  the 
evils  of  the  measure  now  before  the  House, 
the  principal  of  which  would  be  to 
estrange  in  a  short  time  the  Lord  Chancel* 
ior  from  bis  high  judicial  functions.  One 
point  more  he  would  put  to  the  candour 
of  the  noble  lord  opposite,  and  he  was  sure 
that  appeal  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 
He  bad  himself  no  objection  to  the  Bill 
going  into  a  committee,  as  he  was  anxious 
lo  bear  the  amendments  which  had  been 
announced  from  various  quarters,  but  he 
hoped  that  after  the  Bill  had  gDne  through 
that  atage,  the  noble  lord  would  not 
press  immediately  the  consideration  of  the 
Keport. 

Mr.  Home  supported  the  Bill ;  but 
iiroDi  the  low  tone  in  which  be  spoke,  it 
was  impossible  to  collect  the  greater  part 
of  hia  speech.  The  evil  which  called  for 
remedy  arose  in  part  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  in  part  in  the  House  of 
I/>rds.  To  the  inconvenience  in  the 
latter  place  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  could 
apply  no  adequate  remedy.  He  also  tup- 
ported  the  Bill,  on  the  ground,  that  the 
Lords  bad  approved  of  it,  and  that  as  the 
arrear  of  causes  lay  with  them,  it  was  na- 
tural to  suppose  they  were  the  most  com- 
petent to  ascertain  the  remedy. 

Lord  Qmkwigh  said,  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  press  a  decision  on  the  Bill, 
until  it  was  printed  with  the  amendments, 
and  in  the  hands  of  ihe  members.  There 
wa^  no  desire  to  hurry  it  through,  nor  to 
call  forany  decision, till  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  every  member^  to  make  him- 
self fully  swcqoainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
measure  proposed,  .and  ascertain  whether 
or  not  h  was  likely,  to  be  efiicacioos  in 
remedying  the  evil  under  which  the  coun- 
try labonred.  He  shpuld  propose  Friday, 
or  that  day  se'nnight,  as  the  day  for  bring- 
ing op  die  Report 

Sir  &  Romilfy  said,  that  before  going 
into  the  jcommittee  he  should  say  a  few 
words  on  the  provisw>ni  in  this  Bill,  and  in 
the  firai  place,  oficc  fome  remarki  on  the 


plan  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  In 
this  plan  there  was  no  innovation  on  the 
existing  judicial  constitution,  but  it  called 
into  use  those  means,  which,  though  dor- 
mant, yet  resided  in  it  at  that  hour.  It 
consisted  merely  in  that  remedy  which  all 
courts  had  recourse  to  on  an  increase  of 
their  business,  namely,  to  increase  their 
sittings.  It  was  not  necessary  for  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  to  move  specifically 
the  plan  he  had  subipitted  to  the  Houses 
it  was  enough  for  him  to  have  pointed  out 
a  way  by  which  the  evil  now  before  the 
House  could  be  obviated.  The  Cockpit 
business  had  been  said  to  belong  peculiarly 
to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  But  the  fact 
he  believed,  was,  that  before  the  present 
Master  of  the  Rolls'  predecessor,  certain- 
ly, in  the  time  of  sir  T.  Sewell,  that  judi- 
cial officer  did  not  take  part  in  this  busi- 
ness. He  was  not  quite  sure  whether  lord 
Kenyon  had  ever  attended  in  that  court; 
but  he  knew  that  before  him  no  Master 
of  the  Rolls  had  ever  exercised  such  a 
function.  The  attendance  of  the  Master 
in  the  Cockpit  was  therefore  itself  a  no* 
velty,  and  if  it  was  contended  that  the  new 
duties,  which  his  hop.  and  learned  friend 
proposed  to  impose  upon  him,  would  inter- 
fere with  his  other  avocations,  then  let  a 
new  office  be  created,  but  let  it  be  an  ef- 
fectual one,  for  the  particular  purpose  of 
presiding  in  that  court  of  appeal.  If  an 
additional  judge  were  necessary,  it  would 
surely  be  better  to  create  one  to  attend  at 
the  Cockpit ;  because  when  a  new  judi- 
cial office  was  erected,  should  it  not  be 
endeavoured  to  avoid  breaking  in  on  the 
present  jcllicial  establishment?  He  did 
not  know  how  it  happened  that  out. of  so 
many  privy  counsellors  who  had  filled  the 
great  offices  of  state,  and  many  of  whom 
were  in  the  receipt  of  large  sums  of  public 
mftiev,  there  could  not  be  found  any  to 
attend  the  judicial  business  of  the  council. 
He  was  ignorant  of  any  reason  that  could 
be  assigned,  why  such  of  them  as  fi-om 
education,  professional  habits  and  expe- 
rience, might  render  important  assistance, 
did  not  give  their  presence  and  aid  to  the 
adjudication  in  the  Cockpit.  The  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  for  in- 
stance, was  an  officer  who  was  frequently 
an  eminent  lawver,  as  was  the  case  at  pre* 
sent.  Yet  neither  this  officer,  nor  any  of 
the  1 20  other  privy  counsellors  (except 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls)  performed  the 
duty  in, question.  He  could  not  see  why 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  should  be  Uken 
from  his  usual  occupations  to  transact  this 
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bosinew  instead  of  anisling  the  Lord 
Chancellori  n^hen  out  of  this  tiutaiber  of 
privy  coansellors  lo  many  might  be  found 
competent  to  soppiy  the  deficiency.  Foor 
at  five  days  only  were  neceaoary  ror  Flan- 
l«tioii»cauBes9  and  a  few  more  in  time  of 
war  for  Pri^e  Appeals.  It  was,  betides, 
an  error  to  suppose  that  trifling  causes 
only  were  decided  before  the  Master  of  the 
Bollsy  numy  of  them  were  of  the  most 
tdmplicated  nature,  requiring  the  most 
nature  deliberation,  and,  in  fact,  took  v«ry 
9(kcn  twice  as  much  time  as  causes  before 
the  Chancellor.  ^  It  was  true  that  the  ctee 
bad  been  diSbrent  in  the  time  of  former 
Chancellors.  Twice  as  many  causes  were 
usually  beanl  in  the  Rolls  during  the  time 
of  the  present  Master,  as  during  that  of 
any  of  his  predecessors,  so  that  the  present 
Chaiaredtor  had  less  to  do  than  fbrmel-ly. 
Hie  ftiet  was,  that  the  duties  of  the  Master 
0f  theRblts  bad  been  greatly  changed  and 
ttialtiplied  bi  the  time  of  the  present 
Chancellor.  A  yast  deal  had  been  trans- 
ie^ed  from  the  fatter  to  the  former,  and  in 
that  proportion  the  latter  bad  been  relicT* 
ed-  He  was  sorry  that  an  hon.  and  learned 
gentleoian,  whose  mind  was  so  well  formed 
lb  struggle  with  the  objections  urged 
against  this  measure,  bad  lefk  them  almost 
entirsly  untouched.  He  drew  a  strong 
conclusioD  from  *the  silence  of  that  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Home).  As  to  the  argu- 
ment which  bad  been  used»  that  the  eyes 
bf  the  public  would  be  on  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  aiid  that  thus  the  e?il  arising 
Jrote  the  absence  of  the  Chancellor  on 
political  business,  would  be  prevented 
Dy  public  jealousy,  nothintf  ootid  be  more 
futile.  Who  composed  tno  public  here 
alluded  to«  or  who  was  to  make  the 
grierance  public?  Was  It  to  be  sup* 
posed  that  the  counsel,  or  solicitors  of  the 
court,  would  complain  of  the  absence  of 
the  Chancellor  during  foor  days  instead  of 
three  ?  during  five  days  instead  of  four  ? 
It  must  be  obvious  that  the  evil  must  grow 
to  a  monstrous  magnitude  before  any^such 
complaint  would  be  made.  The  main 
objection  was,  that  the  evil  would  be  ir- 
remediable. Why  should  not  the  Bill  be 
made  a  temporary  one  ?  Why  should  the 
oflScer  be  appointed  for  life  ?  When  the 
Chancellor  was  estranged  from  bis  coufti 
and  the  evils  consequent  on  this  estrange- 
ment became  manifest,  this  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  odnid  only  be  got  rid  of  by  turning 
the  office  into  a  sinecure.  A  much  readier 
and  safer  way  to  relievo  the  Lord  Cban- 
CiUor  from  the  preiaure  of  business,  of . 
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which  bo  complained,  #ould  be,  as  he 
had  observed  before,  to  separate  from  his 
high  office  the  bankruptcy  cases,  vrhich 
took  up  so  much  of  hb  tiuse.  Nor  was 
the  idea  so  novel  as  soma  gentlemen  had 
afibcted  to  represent  it.  The  bai^nipt 
causes,  of  which  it  bad  been  proposed  to 
strip  the  Chancellor,  had  been  said,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Hpuse,^  be  etentfad 
to  his  office.  These  causes,  were,  bow- 
ever,  a  modem  excrescence  on  the  oAoe» 
After  the  first  statute  concoming  bank*- 
ropts  id  the  time  of  Henry  8,  bairioupt 
causes  were  subjected  to  tliree  comnut* 
sioners  on  their  present  footing,  in  tbk 
time  of  queen  £liaabethv«*^Theue  cotomi^ 
missioners  wen»  at  first  supposed  to  deter- 
mine bankrupt  causes  without  appeal,  and 
consequently  there  iras  no  appeal  until 
the  time  of  Lord  CbanUellor  Nottittghato. 
Lord  Chancellor  Nottingham  besltbted  for 
some  time  to  entertain  jurHidiction  in  the 
case,  and  stated  ua  a  reaaon,  tbo  possible 
lity  of  thb  incoiivetii^noes  wbleb  hkVe 
since  arisefi.  Heat  last  eonsentbd,  and 
was  the  first  to  escereiie  this  jurisdictian ; 
but  during  the  time  of  lord  Talbot,  lord 
King,  and  lord  Macclesfield,  ther^  vrei% 
so  few  in^rferences  of  this  kind  that  there 
were  not  SO  before  the  time  of  lord  Hard- 
wicke,  when  a  great  increase  took  place 
in  consequence  of  the  statute  5  Guot^  S. 
It  was  from  this  period  thit  bkAfcrupl 
causes  came  exclusively  to  be  brought  be- 
fi>re  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  it  couM 
therefore  be  no  innovation  to  detach  from 
that  office»  ihat  which  had  never  been  en« 
tailed  upon  It  by  statute.  The  tely  rea- 
aonable  objection  was,  that  these  causes 
were  loo  important  to  bu  heard  sHtbout 
appeal,  fibt  It  Was  t>^P<>Md  lo  giva 
in  the  CoamiUtee  thb  power  of  bearing 
these  causes  wifhout  appeal  to  the 
Vioe<€hattcellor.  With  regard  to  the 
omolumMit,  in  his  uplnioh  the  Vieo-Ohan- 
collor's  proposed  salary  of  4«0d0f.  ivaa 
quite  an  inadaquate  reoumpence  to  any 
lawyer  of  giuat  talents  to  Induce  bim  to 
leave  the  bUr;  ted  It  iMft  Mranga  ntab 
that  this  officer,  who  was  tu  lakb  prece- 
dence of  the  Master  of  tbo  Rella.  #( 
the  Chief  Justice  of  Cuumon  Pleii,  ab4 
of  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  ImSwMaf. 
should  be  placdd  In  so  degrhdad  a  iitllb^ 
tion.  AitolhuMasier6ftbeKoll4^irtb% 
salary  of  that  office  was  imull,  it  iMat  bk 
collected  that  it  arose  only  frIMb  the  Ibio* 
lerestodness  of  the  judge,  u^  filled  tbM 
station  at  present,  as  he  bsd  i^dbaed  nii  in* 
uttaaaef  aelary  wbin  it  Mi  frUied  i# 


Ml] 


ne9(!hmi0M9'$m. 


Ite.  IJ,  18ir. 


[sur 


the  other 'jD4g«i#  eUfgiof  the  iocreaied 
ftee  of  his  court ;  bu|  this  woold}  not  be 
tb?  ciuw  with  the  new  law  officer  they 
were  oalied  open  to  eveate^  ae  all  the  fees 
o|  Chanoery  were  to  belong)  ae  fonaerly, 
to  the  1^4  CbanceUpr*  He  was  however 
ansiooa  to  be^  the  aaEMndaefits  ,which 
were  intended  to  be  propQsed«  and  which 
irefo  If  make  the  Bill  now  under  contem* 
plation  qoite  difiefent.  from  wha4  it  was  in 
lis  original  state  ;  be  would  not  in  conie^ 
^oence  preia  the  motiont  nor  did  he.be* 
lieve  it  was  intended  so  to  do^  Hewished 
to  hear  the  in^provemente  which  were  to 
be  proposed,  since  the  Solicitor  General 
had  supponed  the  fiiU  rather  as  what  it 
might  possibly  becoB^e,  than  as  what  it 
notoally  was. 

If  it  fiere  necessary  to  create  e  new  of- 
fice«  it  shouhl  be  a  iar  difiesentone  firom 
nvbat  was  under  discussion,  and«  indeed,  a 
pretty  strong  censore  bad  been  passed  on 
the  KU  by  a  learned  serjeani  (Mr.  Best), 
who  also  said  he  voted  for  it  not  as  it  was 
hut  as  it  might  he*  Before  he  set  down, 
he  wooldt  hQwever»  sabmit  a  ffer  more 
obsenratioaa  to  the  House.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  snkyect  bed  been  discnsse^ 
before;  thi^  however,  he  wooU  utterly 
deny.  Tht  Bill  bed  certainly  undergone 
on  discussion  in  the  other  House,  and  the 
only  diacassioB  which  he  had  heard  in  the 
profoesioB  consisted  of  a  wish  that  the 
At(on|ey«General  might  be  appointed  to 
tbe  new  office^  and  that  which  took  place 
laihisHouseonTharidaylaBt.  He  thought 
of  coaise,  they  could  not  be  too  cautious 
how  they  pfoceeded  opt  that  delicate  sub- 
ject. He  had  been  accused  of  writmg  a 
pamphlet  on  thatquettion,  bnt  he  could  not 
nell  see  how  thb  conid  be  made  a  matter 
of  accusakion  agamst  him.  He  had  never 
denied  tke  foct»  and  had  even  sent  the  pro* 
dnctioa  aea  present  to  most  of  his  acquain- 
tances. He  thought  tbe  sntaject  of  the 
highesl^  importance,  and  folt  it  as  his  doty 
to  state  publicly  theinsuperable  objections 
he  saw  to  the  measure.  He  was  sorry  his 
hoh.  and  learned  friend,  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, had  not  read  them;  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  expressed  hhaself  in 
fovonr  of  the  measaie ;  \^  he  had  de- 
dared,  aft  the  same  time,  that  he  would 
Dot  vote  for  the  Bill  such  as  it  then  was, 
but  suck  ae  it  would  he  when  ooming  out 
.of  the  committee.  His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  owned,  besides,  that  he  wm 
bat  little  acquainted  with  the  practice  of 
the  Conrt  of  Chancery,  so  that  he  was 
pretty  well  convinced  that  his  opinion  on 


that  iahjeot  would  not  hav^  with  the 
House  tbe  same  weight  to  which  his  well- 
earned  professional  reputation  would  enti* 
tie  bum  on  any  legal  subjects. 

The  ok^ections  which  had  been  urged 
agauMt  the  Bill  were  not  worthy  of  consi- 
deration. As  to  what  had  been  said  con- 
cerning the  Masterof  the  Bells  not  having 
a  seat  in  that  House,  he  thought  it  would 
bee  great  benefit  to  the  public  If  no  jodi* 
dicial  officers  had  seats  in  that  House — no 
masters  in  Chancery/«i^and  no  Welsh 
judges.-— A  judge  wm  generally  the  woiie 
judge  for  being  a  asember  of  parHament 
-»the  worse  member  of  parliament  for 
b4ing  ajndgevDor  were  they  ever  to  be 
found  to  take  an  active  •  part  in  the  rugged 
psofossional  business  of  the  bar.  Wliat  hi 
nis  view  of  the  matter  was  to  be  feared^ 
was  that  the  Vice-Chancellorship  might  in 
a  short  time  become  a  sinecure,  and,  that 
in  that  case,  the  way  to  it  would  be  not 
through  the  rugged  paths  of  the  law,  bnl 
through  the  pleasant  avenue  of  that  Ho^se. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  then  ad* 
verted  to  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  first, 
the  measures  which  the  House  of  Lords 
were  likely  to  adopt  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  more  frequent  assistance  of  4he  Lord 
Chancellor  in  hearing  appeal  causes. 

It  wo^ld  benecessary,  if  this  BiU  passed, 
to  make  some  provision  that  there  should ' 
be  a  fuller  attenduice  in  these  cases.  At 
present  it  waa  said  that  the  Chancellor  was 
often  seen  pacing  up  and  down  the  House 
for  three  or  four  hours  befors  there  was  an 
attendance.  The  House,  indeed,  had 
never  met  before  two  o'clock,  till  within 
the  last  three  days.  Within  that  period, 
the  attendance  had  been  most  exemplary. 
It  was  true,  that  within  these  three  days 
the  noble  lords  had  sat  earlier  than  usual 
to  dispatch  their  judicial  business.  On 
Satuvday  the  sitting  was  announced  for  tea 
o'clock,  but  on  their  arrival  at  the  Houee, 
the  suitors  and  counsel  were  informed,  that 
their  lordships  woaid  not  be  ready  before 
one  o'clock.  This  morning  thev  had  sat 
at  eleven  o'clock^  and  the  same  hour  was 
announced  for  to-morrow.  But  he  wns 
apprehensive  that,  from  this  short  trial, 
their  lordships  might  be  disgusted  with 
their  laborious  taw,  and  conceived  it  to 
be  indispensably  necessary*  to  ascertain 
whether  they  would  give  their  attendance 
regularly  bclfore  that  was  insisted  on  as  an 
argument,  or  made  the  ground  of  an  enact- 
ment 

Mr.  BolAicrifsaid  that  after  the  delay 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  noble  Iom 
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be  did  hot  think  that  the  objections  to  the' 
measure  would  have  been  pressed  at  this 
time.  It  was  not  true  that  the  subject 
had  not  been  brought  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  Papers  had  been  laid 
before  them  on  the  subject  as  long  ago  as 
June  or  July,  IBl  1 ;  and  if  no  attention 
had  been  paid  to  it»  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
those  who  brought  the  measure  forward. 
The  project  which  had  been  produced  to- 
night, for  the  first  time,  of  exonerating  the 
Chancellor  by  throwing  the  burden  on  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  had,  however,  met 
with  the  immediate  approbation  and  adop- 
tion of  the  learned  gentleman  who  required 
ao  much  time  to  consider.  The  hon.  gerr- 
tleman  had  made  use  of  arguments  against 
the  exercise  of  the  judicial  functions  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  were  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  expedient  which  he  was 
himself  disposed  to  countenance.  It  was 
very  obvious  that  no  st^p  could  be  taken 
to  impose  on  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  the 
Tery  laborious  duty  which  it  had  been 
suggested  he  might  undertake  without 
the  concurrence  of  that  officer,  and  the 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  not  to  be  aware 
wh^n  he  was  objecting  to  innovation  on 
the  one  hand,  that  he  was  on  the  other 
advocating  a  very  violent  innovation, 
namely,  a  complete  change  in  the  judicial 
functions  of  a  magistrate,  whose  duties 
were  so  important  as  those  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls.  Could  this  proposal  be  car- 
ried into  effect  without  the  consent  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  himself  I  It  evidently 
could  not  Was  it  then  no  novelty  to  call 
upon  a  great  law  officer  for  his  concur- 
rence in  a  legislative  measure,  which 
would  be  rendered  nugatory  without  it? 
What  security  was  there  that  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  would  regularly  attend  to  this 
increase  of  business,  unless  compelled  by 
a  superior  authority ;  and  if  he  were  made 
amenable  to  the  Chancellor,  the  same  ob- 
jection would  occur  as  bad  been  insisted 
on  against  the  appointment  of  a  Vice- 
Chancellor.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
evil  was  temporary.  It  would  therefore 
require  the  application  of  an  immediate 
remed  v«  and  this  remedy  was  to  be  sop- 

Slied  by  the  increased  exertions  of  the 
faster  of  the  Rolls,  whose  health  had 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  decline  seve- 
ral of  the  duties  in  which  he  was  already 
engaged.  Several  experiments  had  been 
proposed  with  respect  to  alterations  in 
different  courts  or  judicature.  Among 
others,  to  remove  the  Chief  Baron  for  a 
ctttatn  part  Qf  the  year  to  iba  Cockpit 
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And  it  had  been  argued  in  this  snbject, 
that  the  three  remaining  judges  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer  would  be  as  good  as- 
four,  entirely  forgetting  the  rank  and 
weight  of  the  Chief  Baron,  and  the  loss  of 
authority  to  the  courts  which  would  follow 
from  his  withdrawing  himself  to  hear 

ftrize  and  plantation  appeals  elsewhere. 
t  bad  been  stated,  that  in  1806,  when 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  declined  attend- 
ing at  the  Cockpit,  the  business  went 
on  as  before.  This  was  only  true  of 
the  ordinary  routine  business,  for  impor- 
tant causes  were  uniformly  held  back. 
Another  objection  had  been  stated,  that 
the  decision  of  bankrupt  causes  was  com- 
paratively a  novelty,  an  excrescence  from 
the  office  of  Chancellor.  Now  the  only 
proof  of  this  was,  that  the  quantity  of  bu- 
siness of  that  kind  had  greatly  encreased 
of  late.  But  as  long  as  any  qaestions  of 
that  kind  existed,  though  in  a  much  less 
proportion,  they  had  always  been  referred 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  therefore 
referring  the  increased  number  of  causes 
of  bankrupts  to  the  same  Court  was  no  in- 
novation, no  excrescence.  The  subject 
was,  no  doubt,  argued  according  to  the 
most  correct  syllogistical  form  by  the  lo- 
gicians on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  If 
the  business  was  to  be  transacted  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  Chancellor  must  pre- 
side there,  and  if  so,  he  must  be  taken 
from  his  own  court  for  the  purpose,  and 
thus  in  remedying  one  evil  another  would 
be  created.  It  had  also  been  suggested 
that  the  I(oose  of  Lords  should  attend  in  a 
body,  but  assuredly,  tto  one  who  thought 
calmly  on  the  subject,  could  wish,  however 
full  their  attendance  might  be,  that  their 
deliberations  should  want  that  weight  and 
authority  which  they  derived  from  being 
directed  by  a  person  of  avowedly  high 
character  for  legal  knowledge  and  abilities. 
From  the  assistance  of  such  a  person,  their 
decisions  would  derive  a  claim  to  satisfy 
suitors,  of  whif  h  no  one  could  wish  to  see 
them  deprived.  The  measure  now  before 
the  House  had  metViththe  approbation 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  that  was  a  cir- 
cumstance which  could  not  be  sufficiently 
insisted  on,  entitled  as  they  were  to  judge 
of  the  subject  But  no  advantage  had  been 
taken  of  this  to  hurry  the  measure  through 
that  House,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  pro* 
ceeding  through  it  slowly  and  regularly, 
such  opportunities  being  affiirded  for  doe 
deliberation  as  its  impoftance  demanded- 
Mr.  Siei^en  said,  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  expressed  hi»  intcntioQ 
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to  be  Wtef  in  the  obserrations  he  had  ad- 
dreraed  to  the  Home ;  hot  he  had,  never- 
tbeleat,  proceeded  to  say  to  mach,  and 
that  so  well  and  so  antithetically  put,  that 
It  was  impossible  to  pass  it  over  in  silence. 
His  hoii.  and  learned  friend  had  disputed 
his  sufficiency  to  jadge  of  the  subject  be- 
fore the  HoQse ;  it  was  certainly  true, 
that  be  had  not  so  mach  business  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  as  he  (Sir  &  Romilly) 
had ;  but  he  was  sufficiently  conversant 
with  it  to  dispute  thsf  correctnea  of  a  state- 
ment which  he  had  made  very  prejudicial 
to  the  character  of  the  English  bar.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in  speaking 
of  the  Chancery  bar,  seemed  to  think  that 
if  great  and  flagrant  abuses  prevailed 
there,  abuses  plain  and  palpable,  no  gen- 
tleman in  that  court  would  stand  up  to 
point  them  out  and  oppose  them — that 
there  would  not  be  spirit  enough  among 
those  who  officially  attended  there,  to  re- 
monstrate against  any  open  and  gross  de- 
reliction of  doty  on  the  part  of  a  Lord 
Chancellor— he  saw  nothing  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  persons  conneoted  with  ^bat 
court  to  warrant  such  an  opinion .  Indeec^ 
he  was  sore  if  any  abuse  were  observable, 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  would  be  the 
first  man  to  expose  it.  As  to  the  idea 
with  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
teemed  to  be  impressed,  that  a  person 
might  be  chosen  as  keeper  of  the  great 
seal,  rather  for  his  political  influence,  than 
fer  hie  professional  knowledge,  he  thought 
it  was  the  veriest  bugbear  that  ever  the 
imagination  conjured  up,  to  believe  that  a 
minister  would  select  for  that  high  office, 
any  person  who  did  not  possess  great  le- 
ffal  information.  It  would  be  impoMible 
lor  any  minister  to  appoint  any  individual 
to  that  office  who  was  not  fully  adequate 
to  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and  whose 
incapacity  would  be  soon  exposed  to  the 
eye  of  parliament  and  the  country.  And, 
if  there  even  were  all  that  servility  in  the 
court,  which  would  induce  the  gentlemen 
attending  it,  to  conceal  the  waut  of  know- 
ledge of  the  individual  placed  at  the  head 
of  it,  were  he  indeed  unfit  for  his  situation, 
in  that  case,  he  hoped  there  would  be  at 
least  spirit  enough  within  the  walls  of  that 
House,  to  remedy  the  evil.  Sore  he  #as« 
if  such  a  state  of  things  existed,  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  would  not  sit  long 
amongst  them  without  makins  it  known, 
and  he  felt  convinced,  the  House  would, 
in  the  troe  spirit  of  constitutional  feelings 
listen  aeriOQsl  V  to  the  appeal.  A  little  re- 
flection would  make  his  hon*  and  leaaiad 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 
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friend  sensible  of  the  injustice  of  such  an 
assertion ;  and,  indeed,  it  only  needed  to 
be  said,  that  he  himself  practised  in  that 
couil  in  order  to  make  every  other  person 
who  was  acquainted  with  his  character 
sensible  of  it.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
question  before  the  House,  it  had  been  ar- 
gued that  it  was  the  object  of  minis- 
ters to  create  a  magistrate,  who,  under  the 
cloke  of  magistracy,  should  be  really  a 
purely  political  character,  and  such  being 
theirdesign,  a  person  would  be  installed 
in  the  new  office,  who,  from  a  want  of  profes- 
sional ability  and  practice,  would  be  to- 
tally incompetent  to  perform  the  dutiea 
of  the  Chancellor  in  his  absence,  a  phan- 
tom, a  shadow,  who  would  bring  into  dis- 
grace the  very  office^  the  duties  of  which 
he  would  afiect  to  perform^  and  who  would 
occasionally  have  to  decide  in  a  court  of 
appeal  a  cause  which  he  could  scarcely 
decide  in  the  court  from  which  the  ap- 
peal would  lie,  without  creating  a  necesf 
sity  for  it.  He  thought  that  these  views 
imputed  to  ministers  were  at  once  absurd 
and  unjust ;  but  supposing  they  were  dis- 
posed to  act  on  such  views,  could  they  ex- 
pect that  their  election  of  an  individual  to 
fill  the  office,  if  improper,  would  go  un- 
questioned, or  that  there  were  not  many 
individuals  there  who,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  circumstance.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  express- 
ed an  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  if 
Welsh  Judges  and  Masters  in  Chancery 
were  not  permitted  to  have  seats  in  parlia- 
ment; as,  to  use  his  own  phrase,  they 
were  worse  judges  for  being  members  of 
parliament,  and  worse  members  of  parKa- 
ment  for  being  judges.  He  could  feel  no 
other  sensations  than  those  of  pleasure,  in 
being  thus  placed  in  company  with  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls ;  but  the  memory  of 
that  gentleman's  parliamentary  career 
had  not  so  entirely  faded  from  their  re- 
collection, his  great  talents,  his  well- 
known  integrity,  were  not  so  completely 
forgotten,  as  to  induce  a  presumption  that 
his  hoa.  and  learned  friend's  proposition 
would  meet  with  much  approbation.  He 
could  not  see  why  persons  who  held  judi- 
cial situations  were  improper  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  seats  in  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliament.  He  thought  that  the  reason- 
ing, if  true,  ought  to  be  carried  farther, 
and  that  not  only  judges,  but  lawyers  who 
might  wish  to  become  judges,  ought  to  be 
equally  excluded.  And,  with  all  the  ab« 
sence  of  ambitien  which  disiingaiahed  his 
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^n.  and  learned  friesd^  ke  did  not 
liiB  would  stand  up  and  aay^  tba^  gK^at  pro^ 
feuioaal  cbara<;teftf  at  preaeipi  giambeq^ 
gf  tbai.  House,  fbould'not  b«  «iad«  jiidgap. 
If«  how^ier,  the  sarciitn)  was  pfijrsaoal  and 
ai^ed  at  bmteV,  be  ciMiid  only  a  ay,  ibai 
hij9  bo;i.  aod  lear«ad  friand  ban  iba  axpt- 
rjaivse  of  two  yaiarB*  a*  ^  ^^^  mannar  in 
which  ibe  busineMof  tb«  aiiualioii.  which 
1^  (Mr.  Sbepbea)  held,^  was  parfonned'r*- 
and  be  could  tell  whether  bis  parliaiQeiitary 
duties  prevent^  bim  from  properly  at- 
^Qding  to  tha  ojjka  which  be  .filled.  If 
^y  neglpoi  wens-  apparont  in  tbaa  oQica, 
be  called  on  bjgi  bon.  and  Uaniad  frijeod 
tp  pronpunce  that  aentiince  which  bis  icon-, 
dpct  deseryed.  He  waa  v«jy  moph  aato* 
*"ished  that  his  boo.  and  iWned  frjei>d 
1I4  support  a  proposition  which  bad 
>r  i|f  obje^i  to  incraaia  tha  labours  pf  the 
laster  of  the  Soils :  ^at  right  bon. 
gentleman,  it  was  well  kaowQ,  in  Qonsoo 

3vence  of  ill  beaUh,  find  ibe  incraasiiig 
aiues  of  b|s  aitpaiion,  bad  found  it  ibso* 
Iptely  necesiary  to  abridge  his  aitandanca 
IP  that  House ;  and  yat»  this  plan  which 
^f9B  adverted  tp,  and  which  his  hon.  and 
ll^rned  friend  seamed  raady  to  support* 
ivould  increase  bis  duties  tbr^e-fold.  Tba 
hon.  and  learned  member  than  WMit.on  to 
sta^e  the  necessity  of  the  attandaooa  of  the 
MaAl;er  of  the  Rolls  in  tba  Pri.^y  Council.. 
With  regard  to  an  e4;praation  he  bad> 
lOade  use  of  00  a  former  niffht  respecting 
t)ie  duties  attacbad  to  tbjis  office^  ibe  baar- 
ing  of  Priae  And  Plan^ition  Appeals,  be 
b^  mean(  simply  that  tbay  wera  altacbad 
to  it  by  custom  apd  by  choice,  not  by  ne« 
eesaity.  Hp  concluded  by  expressing  hia 
opinion^  that  it  wonld  ba  highlv  improper 
tp  i^ruat  th^  bqsinass  of  baoanipt  peti* 
t|ons,  which  ^as  of  a  more  delicate  and 
important  natura.tban  any  other  io  Chan* 
c^ery^.to  asabordinaie  oflBctr. 

Sir  S>  UomiUjf,  in  explanation,  said,  tbat 
in  the  obserya^ion  he  bad  mada#  as  to  per* 
ioos  beipg  members  of  parliament,  as.wall 
as  judges,  he  certajply  had  no  intention  t4> 
ijasinuate  that  hia  hon.  and  learned  friend 
4id  not  discharge  his  judicial  dvtiea  with 
great  propriety,  bepause  he  was  a  mem« 
bar  of  that  Hopse.  He  bl4  on  the  con^ 
Uary,  no  hesitation  in  sayingi  that  bis  hon* 
^  learned  friend's  dptiea  could  not  be 
better  or  more  correctly  perfori)ied  by  any. 
person  than  they  were  by  him.  He  merely 
m^tot  what  hap  fallen  frpm  bim  U  a  ge- 
neral proposition,  ^itbOHt  iqtepditig  to  al^ 
lude  to  any  individnal.  Of  thia  ne  was 
eiM^^.tiiafc  j4ie  jirfinat^UrdCkMoellbr  had 
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stHMdatad  with  somf  gt^tlemfs^befeceM 
admitted  them  to  be  Masters  in  Cb^ocery^ 
4iat  they  ahpuld  not  beconm  memi>ers  of 
parliament* 

Mr.  S^tai  said^  that  was  done  merely 
for  the  convenience  of  business ;  an/^  he 
wa^B  entirely  ignorant  of  tlie  p^oposiiion 
standing  on  any  constitutional  objection  to 
the  propriety  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery 
holding  aeats  in  parliament; 

Mr*  ATenyoM  9?a>  of  oplojban  that  the 
CbanceUor  would  deriita  a  great  relief  from 
tA^  business  of  bankrupt  petitions  being 
withdrawn  from  him.  He  bad  been  him- 
self recently  an  assignee  in  a  commiasioa 
of  bankruptcyj  in  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings conseaueiit  on  which  the  Cban- 
ceUor bad  to  bear  sia:  petitions  imme- 
diately,  and  five  otbera  remotely  con« 
nected  witb  the  commission.  The  House 
would  estimate  the  amount  of  labonr  that 
might  be  spared  him  not  paly  in  tbe  hear* 
inga  but  in  the  perusal  of  the  m^|tiCanoos 
documenia  on  which  he  ^aa  to  frame  bis 
decisions. 

Mr.  Snaren  pbsentpd,  tM»  eighteen 
years  ago,  when  be  becamp  a  Master  of 
Chancery,  not  one  of  the  tpp  gentlepnea 
who  composed  that  body  bed  a  aeat  in 
parliament ;  and,  of  those  who  bad  been 
admitted  by  the  pfts^m  Chancellor,  a  very 
small  portion  were  members  of  that  Hooae ; 
Lt  was  cppaequently  but  just  to  infer«  tbat, 
in  appointiiig  tbem,  00  political  object 
was  attended  to. 

Tbe  qttestio0  being  pii|t,  the  Amend- 
ment  was  negatived,  and  the  original 
question  carried.  The  House  tben  went 
into  tbe  Committee. 

Lord  Casilcrwgh  prpposf^  to  fill  up  the 
blank  left  for  the  Vice-chancellor's  aiJary, 
with  the  sum  of  djOOO/,  per  annnm  ;  oqo 
moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor ;  andj  for  the  paymei^t  of  the 
Other  mojety,  tbe  sum  of  60,0001.  tpken 
from  the  dead  fund  in  Chancery,  to  be 
vested,  which  would  cether  more  tbaa 
cover  it. 

Mr.  R.  Ginrdm  tfappght,  if  the  Cheii« 
pallor  were  to  pay  any  part  of  tbe  salary^ 
he  ought  to  pi^  the  whole,  as  be  gave  op 
ibe  principle  by  oomriboting  any  portion. 
He  would  therefore  oppose  the  clause. 

Lord  Cqiikr^i^  was  proceeding  to  ex* 
pleift  the  manner  in  which  the  payeaenta 
would  be  made,  when 

Mr.  Crordae  obaei:ved,  that  bis  objectiaa 
did  net  go  IP  Ibe  method  in  whicb  the  pay* 
ment  was.  to  ba  made«  but  tp  tbe  pigrmeiii 
aliogeib^ 
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•  Ldrd  CMMs^  M6,  that,  of  ^  tiiriotfs 
MiM  paid  itat*  Chtocery,  a  part  misst  re- 
ttttii  imeMiiied  $  atofd  they  wtrh  not  act- 
tog  on  Any  new  pHrteiple,  in  taking  a 
portion  M  Mk  ieiA  caib,  to  tfefr^y  ibe 
expences  of  Chancery;  particularfy  its 
'€are  WbtM  ht  iilkeh  that  no  appropirrAipn 
of  thi»  tfkOrtey  ihoold  hkter^re  trith  tire 
€laitti  of  any  Muitor  ifrho  coaid  makte  gcM 
hia  Ihlr* 

t*ho  (flim^e  thtti  nied  «i^,  Wtiv  th^ti 
amed  to.  His  lordship  next  proposed  a 
WNMe*  resTrietTbg  the  Tic^€lrihe^lK>ir,  or 
^fa  officers,  firom  teceitikig  fcea,  tiiiith 
was  aho  a|preed  to. 

Mr*  Pbnioifly  imHs^  i)roAT<^lly,  it  ^|Ute 
him  great  8atfM(etr6n  to  And,  <  that  Ihose 
IkM.  methbera  who  es))resited  tfaeir  contic- 
lion  that,  in  the  coaimitiee,  such  Improve, 
bienta  ^nft  He  made  in  the  l^rH  ar  Would 
fender  it  qoke  paJatabte  to  th^tai,  hhd  ^ri 
their  Wishes  Mfilled  by  the  introduction 
«f  the  effirases  and  the  tMtif  op  of  the 
lilanka  as  proposied  by  the  nobfe  lord. 
The  Bill  was  so  framed  that  the  Court  of 
Chancery  Anaft  be  now  rendered  a  p^ect 
model  of  legal  dispatch  add  jodicial  ce- 
-ferity.  So  cOiDplefe  waa  it  fh  all  its  parts, 
that  he  wis  ahnost  tempted  to  believe  it 
woftid  banish  litigation  from  the  world. 
Nothing  would  remain  tnit  a  little  dmicable 
contMTersyv  ha  to  who  had  a  right  to  this, 
and  who  bad  a  right  to  that.  He  could 
toot  help  again  cOnf  rat^latlnff  tho^e  gten- 
demen  who  ekpected  that  thd  Bill  woufd 
be  rendered  so  perfectly  pafarable. 

Mr.  FrtMii  objected  to  the  payment  of 
hny  part  of  the  salary  of  the  Vice-Chan- 
ceflor,  out  of  those  fhndk  which  belonged 
to  the  suited  of  the  Court,  ff  no  other 
peiaon  undertook  the  task  he  ihoald  fbel  it 
to  be  bia  duty  to  bring  the  snbiect  of  the 
dead  fand  qnder  the  conaideratnm  6f  the 
House. 

Lord  Caakrea^  obsenred  that  sitoilar 
objection  would  lie  to  the  payment  of  the 
Mdaries  of  the  Muters  in  dhancerv,  and 
to  a  ?arietv  of  otb6r  eirpences,  which  were 
defrayed  from  this  fend,  for  frhieh  there 
were  no  claimanta. 

Mr.  Pream  aaid,  that  commissioners 
ought  to  be  npjpoinied  tocKansioe  into  the 
nature  of  thai  fond,  and  to  probe  it  to  the 
bottom.  It  wks  not  right  that  property 
AouTd  be  left  hi  Chancery,  ^a  dbad 
fend,''  as  it  was  termed,  becaittSle  those  to 
i"^om  it  belonged  had  not  an  oppbrtonhy 
cf  extricating  it.  Ift  hoped,  therefore, 
Mne  leghlatnre  pttitlaion  wotrfd  be  madie 
to  ICIM&  <Ul  M  aotm  Ibfli.    And,  tfHb 


other  ^^nfftman  h^d  the  resblotfbrt  to  prd^ 
pose  a  mc^asute  en  thesubjieet,  he  repeated 
that  he  shotfid  f<ftel  ?C  hi«  duty  (o  submit  fb 
the  House  a  All  fef  the  Attainment  of  ^ 
just  an  object. 

Mr.  i^mnon  iriid;  tAll  hbn.  gentledtah 
Md  fhoH  stnlngely  ihistaken  the  fact.  Ifc 
se^fted  to  think  that  the  Court  took  tbia 
property  of  i^itofl  from  ihem,  to  dppl^  it 
CO  ittt  own  purpo^.  iThe  truth  w^«  thtlt 
tisst  ^Mi  df  tnoney  were  paid  into 
C1Hincerir»  tod  from  thente  lodged  in  the 
BsMkbT  BngHind,  #h^re  tbey  lay  dfead  and 
httprbdhetit^,  Unless  the  parties  applied 
ih  tini^  to  hiVe  them  Vested  in  the  fondly 
ind  th^  dWidends  carried  to  a  diBtinct  ae- 
eoUtit,  Mt  tM  bendit  of  the  soccessfel 
suitor.  Every  shilling  was  ilpprbpriated 
to  tfte  benefit  of  the  ^ilbtv,  ahd,  if  tfaev 
neglected  to  make  their  claims,  it  was  thev 
own  (luft,  not  that  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  W.  CdUTtchtiy  thought  the  <;a^b  put 
by  hiii  hon.  friend  (Sir.  Pk'estoil)  w^  a 
Very  Mrbng  one.  .  It  appeared  that  A  futtd 
#aB  formed  out  of  sUms  of  ilioney  oeton^- 
ihg  tu  persuns  Who,  from  poverty  or  othet 
eauitos^  were  unable  to  make  good  thlihr 
claim.  It  ^as  the  prb()erty  of  those  ^hs> 
n^preseitt^d  the  persons  tb  firhom  it  ori- 
ginilty  belonged  and  not  of  the  Court  of 
Chanberv.  He,  therefore,  thought  Somb 
mod^  sDOuld  bb  adopted,  by  commis- 
sioners or  othen^ise,  to  give  relief  to  indf- 
tiduaU  thus  situated. 

Mr.  S^Mon  said,  that  thb  j[flnbipal  df 
tho9%  sums  was  not  u^d.  The  Interest^ 
arising  from  the  in^elAment  df  a  portion  of 
this  fund,  which  would  otherwise  lie  dead 
and  produce  nothing,  as  no  claimant  was 
known  whb  could  direct  its  Application, 
was  alonb  appropriated  to  die  expeuces  tff 
the  court. 

Sir  5.  ftoffifllV  said,  the  obserration  df 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Preston)  was  perfectly 
correct.  There  vras,  in  the  Court  of 
Chiutcerjr,  a  rery  large  tind  an  increaiio^ 
fbjpd,  which  was  undoubtedly  ready.  When 
^fne  iuhors  cam^  and  claimed  it.  But 
there  were  a  yariety  of  circumstance^^ 
#hich  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to 
make  out  a  good  title ;  for  instance,  th6 
death  of  the  partiea,  the  difficulty  of  find- 
ing rcidresentacifes,  the  neglect  df  solici- 
tors, ecc.  In  coUseouedce  of  this,  large 
Sums  remained  in  Cnancery,  which  had 
not  been  claimed  for  many  ye^s,  and 
perhapi  ne^er  would.  But  the  Court 
ought  to  afford  fkcilities  for  geUing  out  a 

Seat  part  of  this  property,  as  it  seemed» 
At  h  wm  lockM  bp  tfatre,  on  account  of 
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lome  defects  ia  the  constitation,  or  in  the 
forniB  of  that  Court.  What  his  hon.  friend 
said,  did  not  cast  an  imjKitation  on  any 
person,  bat  only  went  to  this,  that  such  a 
foiid  ought  not  to  be  soSered  to  exist,  if 
the  persons  to  whom  the  property  be- 
longed could  be  discoTered.  Now,  the 
.flums  thus  lying  dead,  were  not  like  the 
unclaimed  dividends/th^  property  of  per- 
sons who  had  died  without  making  a  dis- 
closure of  their  hiving  money  in  the 
funds ;  on  the  contrary,  much  of  this  pro- 
perty belonged  to  persons  who  knew  of  its 
existence,  and  had,  perhaps,  for  years, 
been  vainly  endeavouring  to  procure  it. 
Whether  this  evil  arose  from  the  forms  or 
practice  of  the  Courts  the  cause  ought  to 
be  removed. 

Mr.  R,  Gordon  said,  that  the  suitors' 
money, 'in  his  opinion,  should  be  put  out 
at  interest,  to  accumulate  for  their  benefit, 
and  not  be  suffered  to  lie  dead  in  the  Bank 
of  England,  or  be  applied  to  purposes  such 
ias  were  proposed  by  the  present  Bill. 
What  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentlemen 
.opposite  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion  of 
.the  impropriety  of  paying  any  part  of  the 
Vice-Chancellor's  salary  out  ot  this  fund. 
Be  hoped  the  next  time  the  Bill  came  be- 
fore them,  the  noble  lord  would  be  autho- 
rized to  state,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
since  the  measure  was  for  his  benefit,' 
coincided  in  his  objection,  and  had  volun- 
teered to  come  forward  and  pay  the  whole 
salary  himself*  He  was  sure  such  a  de- 
termination would  be  approved  of  by  the 
whole  House,  and  he  might  even  add^  by 
the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Stephen  wished  to  explain  the  mis- 
apprehensions which  seemed  to  exist  re- 
lative to  the  dead  fund.  If  a  Chancery 
suitor  applied  to  have  the  litigated  pro- 
perty vested  in  stock,  it  was  always  done : 
but,  where  the  parties  did  not  express  a 
wish  to  that  effect,  the  Court  did  not  like 
to  interfere,  lest  a  loss  might  be  sustained, 
which  was  not  unlikely  to  happien,  where 
stock  was  purchased  in  one  term,  and  sold 
in  the  next.  If  such  a  loss  were  occa- 
sioned by  the  mere  act  of  the  Court,  un- 
authorised by  the  suitor,  the  latter  might 
conceive  himself  hardly  dealt  by.  When 
the  fund  in  the  Bank  oi  England  accumu- 
lated very  much,  a  part  of  it  was  vested 
in  stock »  the  interest  of  which  was  laid 
out  in  the  building  of  the  Six  Clerks  Office, 
and  defraying  other  expences  connected 
with  the  Court  of  Chancery;  but  every 
act  of  parliament  provided  for  the  security 
of  the  persons  whose  property  was  thus  put 


out  at  i^terest^  if  any  jost  clahnnt  ap« 
peared.  Of  course,  whep  the  amoiiqt 
of  property  floatmg  in  Chancery  mm 
25,000,000/.  it  was  natural  to  expect  that 
a  considerable  sum  would  remain  for  ever 
unclaimed. 

Mr.  WetheraU  said>  that  the  use  inade  of 
the  dead  fund  was  a  mere  conditional  ap» 
propriation,  in  the  same  way  as.  goTeow 
ment  applied  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
state,  one  million  of  the  unclaimed  divi- 
dends. 

Sir  S,  Romilly  said,  it  was  Tery  strange 
ths^t  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  not  in- 
vest any  part  of  the  dead  fund  for  the  be#- 
nefit  of  the  suitors,  withoidt  being  desired 
by  them,  and  yet,  without  their  leave, 
would  put  it  out  at  interest  for  the  benefit 
of  others. 

Mr*  Baring  said,  it  was  clear  this  fond 
did  not  belong  to  the  public,  and  it  waa» 
therefore,  dishonest  to  meddle  with  it. 
Those  who  could  make  out  a  claim  to  the 
principal,  had  an  equal  right  to  the  in* 
terest. 

Mr.  Tiemey  was  of  opinion,  that,  as  it 
was  proposed  to  take  5,000/.  worth  of 
labour  off  the  hands  of  the  Lord. Chancel- 
lor, the  learned  lord  (whose  fees  and  emo- 
luments were  increased  by  the  access  of 
business,  which  rendered  this  relief  ne- 
cesskry)  oug^ht  to  defray  the  whole  ex- 
pence. 

Lord  Casikrcagh  rejoined,  that  a  moiety 
of  the  5,000/.  was  as  much  as,  in  justice, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  should  be  called  upon 
to  pay.  Instead,  then,  of  charging  the 
other  moiety  on  the  coQsolidated  fund,  it 
was  proposed  to  be  defrayed  from  the 
dead  fund  in  Chancery,  by  which,  not 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  the  public,  were 
relieved*  As  the  suitors  would  receive 
the  benefit  from  the  additiopai  celerity 
and  dispatch  of  business,  they  could  and 
ought  to  have  no  objection  to  this  arcaqge- 
ment. 

The  House  then  resumed  ;  the  Report 
was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  further  consideration  on  Monday 
next. 
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TWfiay,  February  16. 

Petitions  against  the  renewal  of  the  East 
India  Company's  Charter,  were  presented 
by  lord  Walsingbam,  from  Stockport; 
lord  Rolle,  from  Barnstaple ;  and  the  inar- 
quis  of  Stafford,  from  Bilston,  in  Stafl^- 
snire.'-'Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.     , 
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Tb«  bishop  of 'Norwich  preieDtfMl  two 
Petitions  against  the  Catholic  Claims,  from 
the  archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Suffolk,  and 
the  archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Sadbury. 
His  lordship  stated,  that  he  presented  the 
Petitions  cX'<^ido^  but  he  felt  himself 
called- upon  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that 
he  dissented  from  their  prayer,  which  he 
hoped  would  not  be  granted. 
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7Wf</ay»  February  16. 

Petitioiy  respecting  the  renewal  of  the 
Ea^t  India  Company's  Charter,  were  pre- 
sented from  the  merchants,  &c.  of  Bolton 
in  t^e  county  of  Lancaster;  the  provost, 
magistrates,  and  town  council  of  the  burgh 
of  fiumtisland  ;  the  provost,  magistraijss, 
town  council,  and  deacons,  of  the  royal 
burgh  of  Lanark ;  and  the  tillet  manufac- 
turen^  and  painters  of  London.— ^Ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petitions  against  the  Claims  or  the 
Roman   Catholics — vrom  sbvbeal  pa- 

aiSHES  IN  THE  CiTT  OP  YoSK— THB  MaTOR 

&c.  OP  Berwick  upon  Tweed — the  Mi- 
nisters, £tc.  OP  Mersb  and  Tbviotoalb 
—the  Ministbb,  &c.  op  tbb  French 
Protestant  Church-^ the  Dean  and 
Cbaptbr  op  Ely — and  tbb  Dean  and 
Chapter  op  Herbpobd.]  Eleven  Peti- 
tions^  of  householders  and  inhabitants  of 
several  parishes  in  the  city  of  York  and 
the  soborbs  thereof,  were  presented  \  set- 
ting forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  are  sincere  friends 
of  religious  toleration^  and  rejoice  that,  in 
this  happy  country,  all  persons  have  per- 
fect liberty  to  worship  their  Maker  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences, but  that  they  cannot  contemplate 
without  apprehensions  truly  painful,  the 
psesent  imperious  claims  pf  his  Majesty's 
Soman  Catholic  subjects  for  access  to  po- 
litical power ;  claims,  which*  if  admitted, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners, 
greatly  endanger  both  our  Protestant  reli- 
lion  and  government,  and  tend  also  ulti- 
mately to  the.  subversion  of  that  very  li- 
berty of  conscience  which  it  is  the  avowed 
object  of  those  claimants  to  secure  $  and 
praytng»  that  the  House  willi  in  its  wis- 
ffom,  preserve  unimpaired  those  bulwarks 
of  our  constitution  of  which  we  have  so 
long  happily  found  the  advantage,  and 
for  the  continuance  of  which  the  voice 
of  oar  ancestors,  the  records  of  history, 
past  ea^esience^  and  present .  circum- 
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stances,  strikingly  concur  in  showing  the 
necessity/' 

k  Petition  of  the  mayor,  bailiffi,  and 
burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Berwick* 
upon-Tweed,  in  guild  assembled;  was 
also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners,  in  common  with 
a  large  majority  of  the  Protestant  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  Kingdom,  have  to  la- 
mW  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
have  determined,  at  this  time,  to  bring 
forward  their  claims  before  both  Houses 
of  Parliament;  and  that  the  petitioners 
had  hopes  that  gratitude  for  the  numerous 
benefits  which,  during  the  mild  and  tole- 
rant rsign  of  his  present  Majesty,  had 
been  voochssfed  to  the  Roman  Catholics* 
would  not  so  soon  have  been  superseded 
by  any  discontent,  and  that  at  the  time 
when  the  nation  is  engaged  in  the  present 
arduous  conflict  with  its  enemies,  the  at- 
tention of  parliament  and  of  the  ministers 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
would  not  have  been  distracted  by  a  dis- 
cussion that  migl^  better  have  been  de- 
ferred to  a  season  of  general  tranquillity  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  are  inftnenced  oy 
no  illiberal  or  bigotted  spirit  of  exclusion 
or  oppression  in  opposing  the  Catholic 
Claims,  but  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
seen  with  pleasure  that  the  legislature  of 
the  United  Kingdom  has  i:ecently,  from 
motives  of  humanity,  relaxed  those  -re- 
strictions which  in  former  times,  from  dire 
necessity  and  for  self-preservation,  had 
been  enacted  to  prevent  and  controol  the 
operation  of  Romish  principles  and  tenets, 
and  thereby,  in  granting  the  full  freedom 
of  religious  toleration  and  the  right  to  the 
acquisition  and  enjoyment  of  property, 
hath  secured  to  all  who  are  of  the  commu- 
nion of  the  Church  of  Rome,  not  only  the 
firee  and  uninterrupted  exercise  of  theit 
religion,  but  also  their  personal  rights  and 
civil  privileges,  and  therefore  the  claims 
against  which  they  now  petition  regard 
not  religion,  but  the  acquisition  of  tem- 
poral power  and  distinction,  which  acqui- 
sition few  could  avail  themselves  of  in  the 
communion  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  few 
even  in  our  own  Communion,  or  in  any 
nation  whatever,  can  rise  to  power  and 
distinction  from  the  subordination  neces- 
sary in  all  civil  communities ;  and  there* 
fore,  from  motives  by  no  means  of  hostile 
aversion,  but  of  security  and  preservation 
to  the  great  Protestant  majority  of  these 
realms,  the  ^titioners  do  earnestly  im- 
plore the  House  to  maintain  inviolate  such 
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restrictions  as  the  wisdom  of  parltMient 
may  deem  proper,  for  the  preserration  of 
these  realms  from  the  inflaence  ofPopery 
and  arbitrary  power,  so  moch  dreadea  and 
guarded  against  by  the  wisest  of  onf  an- 
cestors, to  gnard  these  Iciogdoms  from 
the  domination  of  a  foreign  prelate  now 
'Completely  under  the  controot  of  our  eue- 
-my,  to  preserve  our  established  Church 
unpolluted  by  such  influence  as  the  no- 
blest inheritance  of  our  posterity,  and 
under  Divine  Providence  the  great  remain- 
ing bulwark  of  the  Protestant  faith ;  and 
praying,  that  the  House  will  continue  to 
mffbrd  their  firm  support  to  the  wise  cau- 
tions of  that  constitution  under  which  the 
country  has  advanced  in  prosperity,  and 
binder  which  the  people  hare  preserved 
their  freedom,  and  the  Slate  has  maintain- 
ed its  independence/^ 

A  Petition  of  hts  Maj[esty*s  most  loyal 
and  dutiful  subjects,  the  ministers  and 
teMers  of  the  provincial  synod  of  Merae 
and  Teviotdale,  convened  at  Kelso,  was 
tiso  jpresebted  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
"  '*That  at  different  periods  since  the 
Heformation,  and  particularly  about  the 
time  when,  by  the  Act  of  Settlement,  the 
ftuccession  to  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  nov?  happily  united  into  one 
kingdom,  devolved  on  the  illustrious  House 
«f  Hanover,  ft  was  found,  by  the  wisdom 
•f  our  ancestors,  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  for  the 
#afety  and  security  of  our  laws  and  liber- 
ties, to  impose  certain  pains  and  penalties 
4>n  the  persons  who  professed  subjection  to 
the  Church  of  Rome;  and  that  in  the 
course  of  the  present  auspicious  reign  of 
our  much  respected  and  revered  sove- 
reign, whose  severe  indisposition  the  peti- 
tioners deeply  deplore,  and  earnestly  pray 
God  speedily  to  recover,  it  has  been 
deemed  practicable  and  expedient  to  re- 
lieve the  Catholics  from  all  the  before- 
mentioned  pains  and  penalties,  with  the 
exception  of  their  exclusion  ftom  parti- 
cular offices  IB  the  law,  in  the  army,  &c. : 
hi  thus  far  relaxing  the  penal  statutes 
igainst  persons  of  the  Catholic  persuasion 
the  petitioners  apprehend  that  the  soTem- 
ment  of  this  country,  acting  in  conformity 
to  the  genuine  spirit  of  our  holjr  refrgfon, 
and  according  to  the  liberal  principles  of 
the  British  constitution,  have  been  amply 
justified  by  the  happy  change  of  circum- 
itances  that  has  taken  place  since  the 
enactment  of  these  statutes;  but  as  the 
adherents  of  the  Soman  Cttholic  faith  stili 
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avow  their  subjection  to  Ae  tutherhy  of  a 
chief  or  head,  who  is  altoj^ether  independ- 
ent of  the  BrittSh  government,  and  whose 
person  is  at  present  in  tbe  possession  and 
under  the  power  of  Ifae  enemies  of  our 
country ;  and  as  the  influence  of  this,  or 
any  foreign  authority,  may  be  employed 
amongst  the  people,  by  whom  it  is  ac- 
knowledged, to  disturb  the  peace,  and  to 
weaken  the  security  of  this  kingdom  tbe 
petitioners  are  therefore  humbly^  bat  de« 
cidedly,  of  opinion,  that  this  danger 
would  be  ff reatly  increased  were  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  to  be  admitted  to  ibose  of- 
fices  of  confidential  trust  and  high  respoi^ 
sibility  from  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  wisely  excluded ;  and  that  these 
sentiments,  on  a  subject  so  full  of  interest 
to  all  the  faithful  subjects  of  his  Maiesty, 
in  justice  to  the  petitioners,  in  justice  to 
that  part  of  the  Protestant  community 
under  their  charge,  and  firom  a  sincere 
regard  for  tbe  prosperity  and  perpetnity  of 
our  most  excellent  constitution  in  Church 
and  State,  they  take  the  Rberty,  vtlth  the 
utmost  respect,  to  eitpress  to  the  Hous«, 
relying  wHh  confidence  on  the  wisdom  of 
parliament;  and  huftibly  prating,  that 
no  material  change  may  be  mede  m  thoii 
fundamental  laws,  which  have  long  been 
justly  considered  as  the  bulwark  of  our 
civil  and  religious  ttberties/' 

A  Petition  of  the  minister  and  elders  of 
the  episcopal  French  ProtesunI  Church 
called  Le  Chiarr6,  London,  in  vestry  as- 
sembled, was  also  presented  end  read; 
setting  forth, 

'*  Tliat  at  the  same  time  the  pefltionere 
see,  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  their  fcHow 
subjects  and  brethren  in  Christ  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  enjoying,  to  the  utmost 
extent,  all  the  blessings  of  that  rengious 
toleration,  of  which  the  Dhrina  Autfior  of 
the  Holy  Gospel  has  given  both  the  pre- 
cept and  tbe  example;  they  see  also,  with 
an  equal  degree  of  alarm  and  anxiety, 
their  unremitting  endeavours  t6  get  pos- 
session of  political  power  and  le^atire 
authority ;  that  the  petitioners,  b^tng  des- 
cendants of  those  generous  confeason  of 
faith,  who  at  the  time  of  the  retocation  ^the 
edict  of  Nantx,  made  the  nobTest  ^lacrificib 
to  their  conscience,  and  fled  firooi  PraiDce 
to  this  country  to  avoid  the  per^acotion 
incensed  by  tne  Rmists  against  the  Pro- 
testants, and  persuaoed  as  they  are,  from 
constant  experience  ind  the  prfvcit^les  of 
the  Roman  CathoHc  ReligTon,  dne  tit  the 
teneu  t)f  vrfaids  estlbliWodfa  lll^  AM 
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aod  fonrUi  cpvncite  of  LateraOf  «ojoiiit  iu 
mennber*  **  to  ppne^oU  by  tword,  fire« 
and  all  ^m^OS  powible.  ibe^ProtesUnu 
allied  Heretics,  ^ad  to  delbroi»e  bereticaJ 
iQfemgDs;"  that  if  any  power,  military, 
cirtU  or  fegialatife,  were  gt^^ea  tbem, 
My  iroold  and  most  iiae  it  to  the  estar> 
mination  of  Proiaalamiiin,  and  thereby  of 
oar  elorioua  constitoUoo  aa  leltled  at  Ihe 
Bev^ation ;  ajod  that  tbe  petitiooert  fori 
it  thfir  boaodeo  duty  aa  meor  aa  Cbria- 
tiaos  aod  aa  avbjecU  of  tbaaa  realma, 
moit  earnoftly  to  ioplore  ibe  Hooae  ated- 
faatly  to  rejoci  all  applicationt  for  tbe  ad« 
liiiaatoo  of  the  Komaa  Cftthoiica  lo  power 
or  anthority  of  any  kind/' 

A  Peiitiott  of  the  biibop,  tbe  dean  and 
chapter,  and  clergy  of  the  church  and 
diocese  of  Ely,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  Ibrtb, 

"  Thai  the  petitioners  are  informed 
that  a  Bill  is  intended  shortly  to  be  offered 
to  the  House  for  reoiof  iiig  tbe  restrictions 
which  are  by  law  imposed  on  those  who 
profess  the  Somao  Catholic  religion  in 
this  kingdom;  and  that  tbev  are  fally 
cent  taced  thas  the  oontrOul  of  any  foreign 
power  implied  in  soch  a  Bill,  either  in 
Chnrch  or  State,  orer  these  realms,  is  not 
only  oontrary  to  oor  constitntioo  as  esta- 
blished at  the  SoTolaftion,  hot  elfo  to  the 
first  principiea  of  ell  ci? il  government ; 
aod  that  the  petkionera  are  the  mora  se- 
riously alarmed  at  the  danger  impending, 
by  observing  that  the  power  of  the  Pope, 
however  at  appeara  of  late  years  to  have 
been  damtaished,  is  at  this  time  become 
mere  dangerous  than  ever,  by  being  itself 
brought  under  the  controul  of  our  most 
inve^rato  enemy ;  and  that  the  conces- 
sions made  by  our  legislature  In  favour,  of 
the  Boman  Catholics  have  not  led  to  any 
relaxation  in  die  pjrineiples  or  discipline 
of  that  Church,  which  remain  aa  hostile  aa 
ever  to  tho  mild  temper  of  Protestantism, 
particularly  tboae  tenets,  the  moat  ob* 
aokiouaofall,which  relate  to  thesopremaey. 
aod  iadependeoce  of  our  own  King;  ain^ 
that  the  petitioners  are  aineere  weU«wishera : 
and  advocates  of  toleratien,  aa  it  becomei 
Proteatanu  to  be;  but  they  cannot  help 
distinguishing  between  the  enjoyment  of 
toleratite  and  the  claims  which  are  now 
made  to  the  acqmsition  of  the  moat  dan- 
gerous power;  sod  praying  the  House  to 
guard  against  any  concessions  which  mav 
thuaendaoger  our  security  either  in  Church 
or  flute ;  and  thai  no  sack  Bill  may  pam 
into  a  Jaw/' 


A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  and 
clergy,  of  the  cathedral  church  and  dio- 
cese of  Hereford,  waa  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

^  "  That  the  petitioners  notice,  with  se- 
rious attention,  the  claim  preferred  by  oor 
Christian  brethren  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
communion  to  be  admitted  to  ttie  leeisla- 
tion  aod  adsointstration  of  the  I^iied 
Kingdom;  and  that  they  conceive  that  no 
subject  of  a  sovereign  independent  state 
can  equitably  claim  to  be  admitted  to  of* 
fices  of  autaority  therein,  while  he  ac- 
knowledges a  spiritual  dependence  on  any 
foreign  state  or  potentate,  that  such  a<H 
mimion  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  na- 
tional union  and  the  policy  of  all  nations^ 
that  it  hasgeneraud  disorder  and  calamtiy 
in  this  and  other  countriea.  and  is  care- 
folly  avoided  aa  a  dangerous  aoleoism  iar 
the  constitution  of  governments;  and  tbe 
petitioners  think  that  other  tenets  of  tbe 
Roman  Catholic  Church  render  the  mem« 
hers  thereof  unfit  to  be  legUlators  and  mi- 
nisters under  a  king  and  over  a  naiton 
profossedly  and  legally  Protestant,  and 
engaged  by  constitutional  stipulationa  and 
settled  conviction  so  to  continue;  they 
are  apprehensive  that  an  admisik>n  to  the 
counsels  of  the  empire  granted  to  the  best 
of  men,  condemning  as  heretical  and  un- 
mvingthe  established  laith  and  worship 
of  their  country,  hath  a  tendency  to  the 
insinuation  of  measures  hostile  to  the  ec^ 
clesiastical  institutions  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  tbe  civil  polity  with 
which  they  are  inseparably  interwoven, 
productive  of  disumon  in  the  councils^ 
and  disorder  in  the  state ;  and  that  oor 
ancestors,  at  a  distant  period,  felt  the  se- 
vere necessity  of  imposing  on  their  Roman 
Catholic  countrymen  larger  disabilities, 
which  the  petitioners  rejoice  to  have  seen 
removed  by  our  fathera  and  contempo- 
rariea  in  later  timea,  who  by  thia  their 
justice  aod  liberal  policy*  have  shown  to 
the  present  age,  and  to  posterity,  that 
they  viewed  the  restrictions  which  they 
permitted  to  remain  as  an  essential  safe- 
guard to  the  Protestant  religion  through- 
out the  empire,  and  to  tbe  constitution  in 
Church  and  State ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
do  not  perceive  any  alteration  of  circum- 
stances which  can  aflfect  the  principle  of 
their  decision,  and  recommend  a  depart* 
tore  from  their  conduct ;  and  praying, 
that  the  remaiotng  reatrictions  may  not 
be  removed,  relying  on  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  for  the  continuance  of  protection  to 
the  eatabliihed  faith  and  worship,  and  of 
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toleratioD  to  all  our  feUow*rabjecU   by 
wfaom  they  are  not  approved/' 
Ordered  to  li^  vpoa  the  table. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Wednctdaj/,  Fcbruaty  17. 

PSTtTIOKS     AGAINST     THE     C1.AIMS     OF 

THE  Roman  Cathou£3.]  Lord  Rolle  pre* 
aented  a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Exeteri  against  the  Catholic  Claims.— 
Viscoant  Sidmooth  presented  a  similar 
Petition  from  the  borough  of  Leeds.  The 
clerk  having  read  the  title  and  part  of  the 
Petition, 

Lord  Hb/toul  inquired  across  the  table 
if  that  were  the  whole  ?  and  being  an- 
awered  in  the  negative,  he  added,  per* 
baps  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  noble  vis* 
^oant  to  have  the  whole  read. 

Viscount  Sidmauth  begged  the  noble 
lord's  pardon,  but  it  was  his  wish  that  all 
the  petitions  on  this  subject  should  be 
read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  whole  of  the 
Petition;  it  stated  that  the  petitioners 
should  view  with  concern  any  ascen- 
dancy .of  Popish  power;  and  that  they 
should  view  with  alarm  Papists  sitting 
on  the  bench  of  justice,  or  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  legislators.  The  noble 
viscount  presented  another  Petition  from 
the  oi^^ot  and  corporation  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
Claims.  This  Petition  was  also  read,  and 
in  one  part /it  stated  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  had  uninterruptedly  en- 
joyed their  personal  and  civil  rights,  but 
that  they  ou^ht  not  to  be  entrusted  with 
political  privileges. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  wished  to  a&k  the 
fioble  viscount,  whether  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  found  any  proceeding  upon  the 
Petitions  he  had  presented  ? 

Viscount  Sidmoiuh  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  the  question  put  by  the  noble 
duke,  and  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  any 
peer  presenting  a  petition  being  interro- 

fated  as  to  his  future  intentions.  The 
etitioos  on  their  lordships'  table  were 
yut  into  his  hands  by  desire  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  he  had  done  his  duty  in  pre- 
senting them. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  disclaimed  any 
purpose  of  the  least  oflfence  to  the  noble 
Mrd,  but  was  induced  to  ask  the  question 
nrom  obierving  an  assertion  ia  one  of  the 
Petitions,  iqrh^b  was  false.  In  that  Peti- 
tion It  was  suted,  that  the  Catholics  in  Ire- 
'  Ifa^^  «ijoy  ed  full  tolention  of  rights,  civil 


and  politioal.  That  was  a  staEtement  con- 
tradicted by  the  fact.  The  privilege  of 
returning  members  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament was  a  civil  right,  which  was  not 
fully  enjoyed  by  the  Irish  Catholics.  They 
could  vote  indeed  for  members  to  sit  in 
the  lower  House,  but  not  to  the  repres^- 
tative  seats  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Viscount  5}diimm<A  thought  it  was  treat- 
ing the  petitioners  with  very  undue  harsh- 
ness, to  scrutinize  with  such  severity  the 
terms  in  which  their  &ir  and  legal  peti- 
tions to  that  House  were  couched.  They 
eame  before  their  lordships  with  an  humble 
but  earnest  submission  of  their  feelings 
and  opinions  upon  a  subject,  which  to 
them  appeared  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  national  welfare ;  and  while  so  ex- 
pressing their  sincere  opinions  he  could 
not  think  it  either  decorous  towards  then, 
or  compatible  with  the  liberality  and  jus- 
tice of  tneir  lordships  to  charge  tfaetU'WiUi 
stating  a  falsehood. 

Loni  Hoiland  perfectly  agreed  in  the 
propriety  of  the  noble  duke's  observations. 
When  «n  allegation  so  material  as  that  to 
which  they  referred,  was  set  forth  in  a 
Petition  to  that  House,  it  surely  was  in- 
cumbent on  their  lordships  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  true  or  false.  Had  the 
noble  duke  proposed  the  rejection  of  the 
Petition,  there  might  have  been  some  cane 
for  alarm  on  the  part  of  the  noble  viscount, 
but  no  such  rejection  was  intimated.  It 
was,  however,  of  great  importance,  while 
such  pains  had  been  taken  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  country  to  excite  alarms  respeci- 
jng  the  situation  and  claims  of  the  Catho- 
lics, that  their  claims  and  situation  diould 
be  fairly  represented,  and  no  matertai  fict 
set  down  that  could  not  be  proved. 

Lord  Rede$dale  could  not  help  consi- 
dering >the  language  and  terms  of  the 
noble  duke's  observations,  as  tending 
strongly  to  deter  petitioners  from  exercis- 
ing their  fair  and  admitted  right  of  sub- 
mitting their  opinions  to  that  House  on 
any  great  national  question.  The  noble 
duke  appeared*  not  to  have  heard  dis- 
tinctly, or  accurately  attended  to  the 
words  as  read  in  the  Petition,  where  a 
guarded  distinction  seemed  to  be  anade 
between  personal  rights  and  civil  privi* 
leges,  on  one  hand,  and  political  privi- 
leges, on  the  other.  The  distinction  in- 
deed, was  so  clearly  marked  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Petition  itself,  Ikat  he  could 
not  conceive  how  it  should  be  misuoder* 
stood,  much  less  how  the  petitiooeis 
should  thereby  have  incurred  the  cbargo 
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of  stating  hkehood.  It  bad  (nqnenily, 
however,  fallen  to  his  lot,  to  bear  language 
upon  the  present  subject,  within  the  walls 
of  parliament,  which  he  should  very  un- 
linsly  have  listened  to  elsewhere.  He 
had  as  little  of  narrow  prejudice  as  any 
man,  bot  he  scrupled  not  to  state,  in  con* 
formity  with  the  petitioners,  that  he  con* 
ceiled,  the  concession  of  the  Catholic 
claioBs  incompatible  with  the  safety  of  the 
constitutional  establishments. 

The  Dnke  of  Norfolk  wished  to  ask  the 
noble  and  learned  lord,  what  was  the  dis* 
tinctipn  he  woold  lay  down  between  civil 
and  political  rights  ? 

Lord  Hedetdale  replied,  that  the  distinc- 
tion was  clearly  stated  in  the  language  of 
the  Petition.  The  civil  rights  were  those 
wbich  the  Catholics  already  enjoyed; 
the  political  were  those  to  which  they  as- 
pired, and  the  granting  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners deprecated. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  by  no  means 
satisfied  with  the  clearness  or  the  noble 
and  learned  k>rd's  definitions.  Between 
the  terms '  civil'  and '  politicar  heknew  of 
no  diOerence,  except  the  complexion 
which  each  derived  from  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages,  from  which  they  were 
adopted. 

The  Lord"  ChaneeUor  observed,  that 
whatever  Tartety  of  opinions  might  be 
entertained  on  the  subject  of  the  Petitions 
by  the  public,  the  meaning  of  the  peti- 
tioners could  by  no  means  be  mistaken^ 
They  saw  a  material  difference  between 
the  privileges  at  present  enjoyed  and  the 
new  ones  claimed  by  the  Catholics,  and 
to  that  difference  they  wished  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House.  The  temper 
and  moderation  which  had  been  so  con* 
aptouoosly  displayed  throughout  the  coun- 
try in  the  various  discussio/is  which  in 
every  part  of  it  had  taken  place  on  the 
•object  of  the  Catholics,  was  highly  credit- 
able to  the  public  feeling,  and  be  wasoon* 
fident  that  when  that  most  serious  and 
important  question  came  before  parlia- 
ment, it  would  be  met  with  suitable  wis- 
dom and  moderation  by  their  lordships. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wcdtieid^,  Febnmy  17. 

Pethioni  against  the  Claims  of  the  Roman 
Catbolica  were  presented  from  the  clergy 
and  other  inhabilanta  of  Manchester  and 
Salferd;  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  i^rw 
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magh;  the  mayor»  bailiffs,  and  oom^ 
monalty  of  Exeter;  the  Protestant  inha* 
bitants  of  Cork;  and  the  gentry,  clergy, 
&c.  of  Carlow. — ^Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta* 
ble. 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  manufac- 
turers and  inhabitants  of  Barnstaple  and 
Great  Torrington,  was  presented  in  favour 
of  the  renewal  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's  charter. 

Sir  Saicubl  Komilly's  Crimihal  Law 
BiLu.]  Sir  Samyel  BamUfy  hoped,  that  in 
again  drawing  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  part  of  the  general  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, which  he  had  already  on  a  former 
occasion  brought  under  their  notice,  ho 
should  not  be  considered  guilty  of  any  im- 
propriety. The  Bill  which  he  at  present 
meant  to  introduce  was  one  which  had 
twice  passed  that  House;  bot  had  beea 
rejected  in  the  House  of  Lords.  No  per- 
son had  more  respect  for  the  quarter  from 
which  opposition  had  come  than  himself^ 
and  if  he  imagined  by  again  introducing  » 
measure  which  had  been  considered  impo- 
litic, be  should  be  supposed  to  act  from  the 
least  disrespect  to  that  quarter,  no  person 
could  feel  more  concern  than  he  woold« 
But  from  all  that  he  had  observed  since  tho 
last  consideration  of  the  subject,  he  felt  ho 
should  not  be  doing  bis  duty  if  he  did 
not  bring  the  subject  under  the  attention  of 
a  new  parliament.  It  wpuld  be  in  the  re- 
collection'of  the  House,  that  in  1810,  he 
had  proposed  to  bring  in  three  Bills ;  ono 
of  which  was  to  repeal  the  act  of  king 
William,  which  rendered  it  a  capital  of- 
fence to  steal  property  to  the  amount  of 
five  shillings  privately  in  a  shop;  another 
to  repeal  the  act  of  queen  Anne,  which 
pronounced  it  a  capital  offence  to  steal  to 
the  value  of  40f.  in  a  dwelling-house ; 
and  the  third,  to  repeal  the  act  of  George 
2,  rendering  it  a  capital  offence  to  steal 
property  to  the  same  amount,  from  on 
board  a  vessel  on  a  navigable  rirer.  These 
Bills  were  all  passed  m  1811,  by  that 
House,  but  were  rejected  by  the  I/>rds. 
At  the  present  moment  he  should  only 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  that  one  which 
in  the  former  discussions  that  took  place 
was  considered  least  objectionable ;  he  a1« 
loded  to  that  which  related  to  stealing 
property  of  the  value  of  5f.  in  a  dwelling- 
house  :  and  the  principle  upon  which  he 
should  propose  to  introduce  this  Bill  was 
precisely  the  same  as  that  which  he  had 
before  stated,  namely,  the  inexpediency 
of  penal  laws  existing,  which  were  not  in- 
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tended  to  be  executed.  This  Inexpe- 
diency was  itrongty  demonstrated  by  the 
returns  of  the  •criminal  courts  for  London 
and  Middlesex,  during  the  years  1805,  6, 
7,  8  and  9.  He  could  not  help  here  ex* 
pfe'ssing-his  surprise  that  these  returns  had 
not,  in  compliance  with- the  order  of  the 
House,  been  made  to  a  later  period.  Du- 
ring these  few  years  it  appeared,  that  the 
number  of  individuals  committed  for  this 
offence,  amounted  to  1 38,  of  whom  1 8  only 
had  been  con^cted,  and  of  these  not  one 
kad  been  executed.  This  he  trusted 
would  be  admitted  as  a  pretty  accurate  cri- 
terion to  shew  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
carry  the  law  into  effect  against  indivi- 
sluaU  who  wepe  found  guilty  under  this 
statute*  The  consequence  of  the  law  not 
being  executed,  as  was  already  stated,  was, 
that  where  some  punishment  was  deserved, 
no  punishment  was  tft  ail  inflicted,  and 
the  ofiender  escaped  altogether  with  im- 
.punity.  This  was  an  evil  which  could  not 
exist  if  the  laws  were  less  severe,  and  a 
certain  but  mild,  although  effective  pu- 
nishment, ^as  substituted.  He  did  not 
BDean  to  censure  the  forbearance  which 
thus  disarmed  the  law  of  its  ferocity,  foot 
he  condemned  the  -retention  of  a  law 
which  was  found  toocruel  for  application, 
and  which  was,  therefore,  superseded  in 
almost  <  every  instance  by  a  discretionary 
adoption  of  that  wise  and  humane  princi- 
ple thatfio  unnecessary  suffering,  no  use- 
Jess  pang  ought  ever  to  be  inflicted  under 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  Upon  this 
part  of  the  subject  be  could  not  more 
powerfully  illustrate  bis  argument  than 
by  quoting  the  sentiment  of  a  man  who 
had  once  been  the  ornament  of  that  House, 
and  whose  opinions  would  have  weight 
far  greater  than  belonged  to  any  thing 
that  could  fall  firom  so  humble  an  indivi* 
dual  as  himself.  In  the  Observations 
upon  our  Penal  Laws,  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Burke's 
works,  that  distinguished  person  says, 
*«  The  question  is,  whether  in  a^ell>con- 
atitoted  commonwealth  it  is  wise  to  retain 
laws  not  put  in  force  ?  A  penal  law  not 
ordinarily  execoted  must  be  daflcient  in 
justice  or  wisdom,  or  both.  Bat  we  are 
•told,  that  we  may  trust  to  the  operation  of 
manners  to  relax  the  law.  On  tlie  con* 
trary,  the  laws  ooght  to  be  always  in  uni- 
fon  with  the  manners,  and  corroborative 
of  them,  otherwise  the  effect  of  both  will 
be  lessened.  Our  passions  ought  not  Co 
be  right,  and  our  reason,  of  which  law  is 
tiie  organ^  wrong/'    The  words  of  this 


admirable  vnriter  were  never  more  appli* 
cable  than  in  the  present  instance:  for 
without  some  extraordinary  aggravation 
who  was' there  with  nerves  strong  enough 
to  contemplate  the  execution  of  this  law  ? 
Who  would  say  that  any  one  for  stealing 
a  ribbon  or  a  piece  of  lace  above  the  valne 
of  five  shillings  was  deserving  of  death,  if 
not  guilty  of  some  other  offence  ?  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  a  single  instance 
in  which  the  sentence  had  ever  been  car^ 
ried  into  execution.  If  there  were  any 
instance,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
know  under  what  aggravations  the  offeaca 
had  been  committed ;  and  it  would  also 
lie  extremely  desirable  that  those  a^n^ 
vations  which  had  been  the  foundation  of 
the  punishment,  should  in  future  be  made 
the  foundation  of  the  sentence.  This 
would  relieve  the  judges  from  that  respon* 
sibtltty  in -deciding  on  the  fate  of  indivi- 
duals from  their  own  private  judgment, 
which  constituted  the  most  painful  part  of 
their  duty.'  He  was  himself  satisfied  that 
the  effect  of  the  law  had  been  to  increase 
the  frequency  of  the  crime.  Laws  to  be 
effectual  must  hold  out  a  terror  to  indivi- 
duals. What  terror  could  a  law  carry 
with  it,  when  it  was  known  that  it  was  ne- 
ver put  in  force,  but  remained  a  dead  let^ 
ter  on  the  statute  book  ?  He  had»  on  a 
former  occasion,  stated,  that  no  instance 
had  occurred  of  the  law  against  stealing  to 
the  amount  of  40f.  on  navigable  canals, 
having  been  put  in  force«  An  aggraTated 
case  of  this  kind  had  lately  happened,  in 
which  property  had  been  stolen  to  the 
amount  of  some  thousand  pounds.  This 
case  had  been 'cited  against  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  for  repealing  that  act.  But 
could  this  be  considered  as  a  fiur  ground 
of  objection?  Because  stealing  to  t^e 
amount  of  some  thousand  pounds  was  pu- 
nished with  death,  was  that  a  reason  why 
stealing  to  the  amount  of  40#.  should  be 
punished  with  death  ?  He  should,  how- 
ever, have  congratulated  himself,  even  if 
a  law  had  passed  to  save  the  lives  of  those 
individuals.  It  was  not  likely  that  an  in- 
stance of  so  aggravated  a  nature  would  soon 
occur  again,  and  the  effect  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  sentence  was  to  make  persona 
dissatisfied  with  the  existing  law.  The 
trial  had  lasted  three  days,  and  the  jury 
had  the  fullest  opportunity  to  consider 
every  circumstance  of  the  case.  Yet  af- 
ter their  entire  conviaion  of  the  ^It 
of  the  prisoners,  they  had  joined  m  a 
unanimous  petition  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  spare  the  livel  of  those  whom  by  Iba 
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law  tb«y  were  boond  to  condeo^.  There 
coaUi  not  be  a  stronger  instance  of  the 
general  repugnance  in  men's  minds  to  the 
carrying  of  sach  laws  into  effect. 

The  next  Bill  he  proposed  to  iolrodace 
related  to  the  common  law  punishment  in 
cases  of  High  Treason.  The  sentence  at 
present,  it  was  well  known,  was,  that  the 
criminal  shall  be  drawn  upon  a  hurdle  to 
the  place  of  execution,  that  he  shall  be 
hanged  by  the  neck,  and  bein^  alive  shall 
be  cut  down,  that  his  entrails  shall  be 
taken  out  of  his  body,  and,  he  living,  the 
■ame  shall  be  .burnt  before  his  eyes,  that 
his  head  shall  be  cut  off,  his  body  be  di- 
vided into  four  Quarters,  and  head  and 
quarters  shall  be  disposed  of  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  king.  In  point  of  feet  this 
horrible  sentence  was  not  now  executed, 
the  offender  being  hanged  until  dead,  and 
hit  head  being  then  cut  off  and  exhibited 
to  the  spectators,  a  practice  to  his  mind 
most  exceptionable,  when  it  was  consi- 
dered, that  it  was  calculated  to  excite  only 
disgust  in  some,  compassion  in  others,  and 
brutal  apathy  in  a  third  class.  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone  had  said,  that  the  practice  of 
embowelling  bad  been  discontinued,  but 
it  was  well  worthy  of  consideration,  whe* 
ther  so  shocking  and  ignominious  an  in- 
fliction ought  to  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  exeotttioner.  The  judges  had  not 
the  power  of  remitting  any  part  of  this 
prescribed  judgment,  for  in  the  case  of 
captain  Walcot*  who  was  convicted,  in 
the  year  1683,  of  being  concerned  in  the 
Rye  House  Plot,  the  judgment  was  set 
aaide  upon  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
8  William  3,  because,  although  the  em- 
bowelling and  borniog  bad  been  directed, 
the  words  ip9o  vivente  bad  been  omitted. 
These  expressions  were  {pronounced  by 
that  hi^h  tribunal  to  be  an  essential  part 
of  the  judgment,  without  which  it  had  no 
legal  validity  whatever.  It  was  argued, 
'*  that  never  any  judge  was  known  to  re- 
quire that  the  man's  bowels  should  be  burnt 
while  he  was  alive,  and  that  the  same  was 
impossible  to  be  executed/'  To  which  it 
was  answered,  "  that  to  have  bowels  cut 
out  wkSe  alwt  was  the  most  severe  part  of 
the  punishment^  and  therefore  ought  not 
to  be  omitted:  that  to  pretend  that  the 
judgment  could  not  be  executed,  waa  to 
arraign  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  all 
the  judges  and  king's  counsel  in  all  reigns : 
that  the  strict  execution  was  not  imprac- 
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ticable,  for  that  tradition  said,  that  Har-. 
riaon,  one  of  the  regicides  of  Charles  the 
Ist,  did  mount  himself  and  give  the  exe- 
cutioner a  box  on  the  ear  after  his  body 
was  opened."  Ought  then>  this  pu* 
nishment  to  remain  to*  revolt  the  feelings 
of  mankind,  and  furnish  foreigners  with 
a  reproach  against  our  national  character  ? 
Ought  the  terrors  of  a  vain  threat  to  be 
displayed  in  the  hour  of  the  wretched  of- 
fenders fate,  to  bereave  him  of  his  under- 
standing ?  Ought  the  question,  whether  a 
man  shall  perish  instantaneously,  or  by 
slow,  bitter,  and  protracted  tormenta,  to  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  executioner? 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  at  latter  pe- 
riods^ no  such  horrible  exhibitions  were 
exhibited,  except  by  accident,,  and  such 
instances  had  occurred ;  but  surely  it 
could  never  be  endured,  with  any  degree 
of  patience,  that  the  unfortunate  wretch 
who  was  doomed  to  suffer  death  should  be 
exposed  to  the  most  horrid  tortures  by  the 
mere  inattention  or  carelessness  of  an  exe- 
cutioner, while  the  judge  had  no  discre* 
tion  whatever.  It  was  true,  that  from  the 
increasing  humanity  of  the  present  times, 
the  dreadful  sentence  of  the  law  was 
seldom  put  into.execution :  but  what  other 
effect  codid  it  produce,  he  would  ask,. but 
that  of  frightening  the  wretched  culprit, 
when  all  those  barbarities  were  denounced 
against  him  by  the  judge  ?  Nor  was  this 
the  only  evil ;  the  judges  could  use  no 
discretioi^  in  those  cases  'y  they  were 
bound  to  pronounce  the  dreadful  sentence 
of  the  law,  while  the  mitigation  of  punish* 
ment  waa^  left  to  the  care,  and  the  aggra- 
vation to  the  negligence,  of  the  exe< 
cutioner.  Nor  were  the  additional 
cruelties,  sometimes  exercised  on  those 
occasions,  always  to  be  attributed  to 
negligence.  Lord  Bacon  had  recorded, 
that  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  they 
were  generally  excused  by  tKe  barbarities 
practised  in  other  countries  ;^  and  Camden 
related,  that  in  Babington's  conspiracy, 
when  fourteen  individuals,  found  guilty  of 
high  treason  in  that  reign,  were  left  for 
execution,  the  seven  first  who  suffered  wece^ 
sa  cruelW  tormented,  that  **  the  queen 
being  informed  of  the  severity  used  in  the 
executions  the  day  before,  and  detesting 
such  croeltv,  gave  express  orders. that 
these  should  be  used  more  favourably  ; 
and  accordingly  they  wece  permitted  to 
hang  till  they  were  ajiite  dead,  before  they 
were  cut  down  and  bowelled."  He  was 
sorry  to  «ay,  that  in  the  last  rebellion  in 
the  year  1140^  such  was  the  sute  of  in- 
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flammation  which  men's  passions  had  at- 
tained, that  a  Mr.  Tovrnley  was  executed 
in  the  plenitude  of  those  attending  dis* 
gusting   barbarities  which   he   had    sub- 
mitted to  the  reprobation  oF  the  House. 
After  hanging  six  'minutes  he  was*  taken 
down  and  laid  on  the  block,  but  still  shew- 
ing signs  of  life,  the  executioner  struck 
him  on  the  breast,  and  finding  this  not 
suflicient,  proceeded  to  cut  his  throat.     Fie 
was  afterwards  embowelled  according  to 
the  letter  of  the  law.      The  origin  of  this 
common   law  judgment  he  had  not  been 
able  to  trace   higher  than  the  reign  of 
Edward  1,  when  David,  prince  of  Wales, 
and  the  celebrated  Wallace,  were  exe- 
cuted for  having  bravely  and  heroically 
knaintained  the  interests  and  defended  the 
independence  of  their  native  land.    The 
burning,  in   cases  of  petty  treason  and 
wichcraft,  long  remained  a  disgrace  on  the 
'statute  book ;  it  had  been  repealed  in  the 
one  instance,  and  blessed,  he  said,  be  the 
memory  of  the  man  who  had  procured  the 
«  abrogation  of  the  dreadful  edict.     He  in- 
'teiided  then  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill|  "  to  alter  the  punishment  of  high 
treason  ;''  and  also  for  another  Bill    *'  to 
take  away  the  corruption  of  blood  as  a 
consequence  of  attainder  of  treason  or 
felony."     This  corruption  of    blood   he 
begged  leave  to  observe  was  quite  a  dis<- 
tinct  thing  from  forfeiture,  and  was,  in- 
deed, a  subject  on  which  great  diversity 
of  legal  opinion  had  prevailed.     It  con- 
sisted in  incapacitating  the  person  attaint- 
ed of  devising  his  property,  it  left  him  in 
"fact  without  an  heir,  or,  in  technical  lan- 
goage,  disqualified    him  from   tracing  a 
pedigree.     The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man said   he  should  be  ashamed  to  take 
up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
although  he  could  quote  several  pa^ges 
of  Mr.  Justice  Blactcstone,  in  favour  of  his 
opinion,    and    concluded    with    moving, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  so  much  of  the  said  Act  as  takes 
away  the  beneRt  of  clergy  from  persons 
privately  stealing  in  any  shop,  warehouse, 
coach-house,  or  stablci  any  goods,  wares, 
or   merchandizes,  of    the   value  of  five 
shillings*  and  for  more  effectually  prevent- 
ing the  crimes  of  stealing  privately  in 
shops,  warehouses,  coach-houses,  or  sta- 
bles." 

The  SolieUar  General  (sir  William  Gar- 

row)  said  he  did  not  propose  to  enter  at  large 

'  into  the  question  in  this  early  stage  ;  but 

as  be  was  not  in  parliament  when  his  hon. 

'and  learned  friend  brought  bis  BUls  for- 


ward, he  hoped  the  House  would  indulge 
him  while  he  made  some  general  observa- 
tions on  the  principles  by  which  bis  bon* 
and  learned  friend  appeared  to  be  actuated, 
although  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to 
oppose  his  motion.  He  confessed  himself 
totally  unprepared  to  speak  on  the  sobject 
of  punishment  in  cases  of  high  treason,  as 
he  had  not  understood  before  that  this 
would  form  a  part  of  the  propositions  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  yet  he  woald 
say  that  the  barbarous  punishment  so 
loudly  and  pathetically  complained  of, 
was  merely  nominal ;  and  as  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  blood,  it  had  been  devised  to 
deter  men  from  committing  such  a  heinous 
crime,  for  it  was  well  known  that  indivi- 
duals whom  no  human  or  divine  law  could 
keep  in  bounds,  were  restrained  from 
crime  by  the  consideration  of  the  fate 
which  awaited  their,  helpless  orphans. 
As  to  the  first  proposition  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  he  certainly  agreed,  that  if 
the  obligation  of  strictly  interpreting  and 
literally  enforcing  the  provision  of  the 
criminal  law  were  imposed  on  the  jadges, 
no  one  man  would  accept  an  office  which 
would  convert  the  assizes  into  Gambles. 
But  if  discretion  must  be  vested  aome- 
where,  where  could  it  be  so  safely  reposed 
as  with  the  judges  of  the  land  ?  always 
reserving,  too,  an  appeal  to  the  fountain  of 
mercy-^an  appeal  which,  whenever  good 
cause  could  be  shewn  in  support  of  it,  had 
never  been  made  in  vain.  With  respect 
to  the  alleged  necessity  and  severity  of 
transportation,  he  miffht  be  permitted  to 
say  a  few  words ;  and  possibly  he  could 
not  do  better  than  to  relate  what  had  come 
under  his  own  immediate  observatioD* 
He  had  at  times  been  called  upon  to  aasist 
the  judges  at  assizes.  In  one  instance  a 
man  had  been  tried  for  stealing  a  piece  of 
timber  in  the  night  time,  and  bad  been 
convicted.  *  The  sentence  to  be  iftflicied 
by  the  law  was  transportation  for  seven 
years;  but  if  the  judge  had  been  com- 
pelled to  insist  on  the  infliction  of  that 
sentence,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  must  have  made  his  situation 
miserable  indeed.  The  prisoner  was  a 
poor  but  industrious  tailor;  every  body 
Dore  testimony  to  his  good  character,  even 
the  prosecutor  himself  was  constrained  to 
say  that  he  believed  him  to  be  the  most 
industrious,  and  excellent  creature  living. 
When  called  on  for  his  defence,  and  to  state 
why  he  had  committed  the  theft,  the  poor 
man  said, "  It  is  true  that  I  stole  the  piece 
of  timber  as  I  was  retomiog  home  from  mj 
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dab;  and  I  intended  to  make  stools  of  it 
for  my  poor,  sick  chiHren/'  Such  was 
the  feeling  on  the  judge,  after  having 
heard  all  the  beart-rending  circumstances, 
that  he  instantly  and  rapidly  said  to  the 
prisoner—^  I  hope  yoar  appearance  here 
will  be  of  no  detriment  to  you  hereafter — 
it  ought  not  to  be — you  have  sufiered 
much  already— go  hence,  and  bleKs  the 
laws  which  have  enabled  the  judge  to  ex- 
ercise some  discretion  on  your  case: — 
Gaoler,  discharge  the  prisoner !''  What 
would  have  been  the  situation  of  the  judge 
had  there  been  any  written  scale  of  law 
which  must  be  applied  to  such  a  case  ?— 
Would  not  any  further  punishment  than 
this  poor  man  had  already  received  have 
been  too  much  ?  This  case  applied  to 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred;  yet 
there  were  instances  in  which  it  was  ad- 
visable for  the  security  of  society  to  exert 
the  ntniost  rigour  of  the  law.  He  could 
not  but  lament  that  the  present  motion 
had  been  brought  forward ;  yet  knowing 
the  high  and  honourable  mind  of  his 
learned  friend,  he  felt  convinced  that  it 
had  been  the  result  of  honest  conviction, 
not  from  a  mere  desire  of  making  com* 
plaint.  He  meant  not  to  impute  any  thing 
like  blame.  He  lamented  that  any  such  mo- 
tion had  been  introduced  into  that  House, 
for  there  were  persons  out  of  doors  who 
might  think  that  there  was  much  ground 
for  complaint.  His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
bad  told  them,  that  he  verily  believed  a 
recent  occurrence  would  not  have  taken 
place,  had  the  BUI  proposed  by  him  suc- 
ceeded, alluding  to  the  conviction  and 
aubsequent  petitioning  in  favour  of  those 
persons  who  had  stolen  a  great  quan- 
tity of  ailk  on  the  river  Thames.  He 
however,  differed  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  in  such  opinion.  He  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  be  moat  horrible  if 
the  letter  of  our  penal  code  were  to  be 
abided  by  in  every  instance,  for  there  were 
many  caaea  where  to  inflict  the  punish* 
menta  prescribed  by  the  statutes  for  the 
oftence  would  be  little  short  of  the  most 
barbarous  cmelty.  It  was  now  death  for 
stealing  on  a  navigable  river  to  the  amount 
of  40». ;  and  there  were  many  cases  where 
it  would  be  acting  mercifully  by  society 
to  inOtct  the  punishment  to  the  utmost 
letter  of  the  law — cases  which  developed 
regular  plans  and  deep-laid  conspiracies ; 
which  formed  some  of  a  aeries  of  depreda- 
tions that  were  carried  on  daily  and  night- 
^  to  the  apparent  disregard  of  all  Taw. 
When  the  ringleaders  in  such  violations 


of  good  order  and  law  were  caught,  was  it 
not  right  that  they  should  be  punished  as 
examples,  out  of  mercy  to  others,  to  deter 
them  from  committing  similar  offences  ? 
Such,  then,  was  the  character  of  the  case 
which  had  been  alluded  to.  There 
were  to  be  seen  deep-laid  plans,  and  the 
effects  of  widely  extended  corruption. 
Those  who  had  the  care  of  the  property 
had  been  corrupted  to  abandon  their  duty 
towards  their  masters,  and  the  law  by 
which  they  had  been  tried  bad  said  that 
the  oflence  was  capital.  They  had  been 
tried  before  as  conscientious  and  as  intel- 
ligent a  judge  as  ever  sat  on  the  bench 
(Mr.  Baron  Thompson),  one  iri  whom  it 
might  well  be  said  that  all  could  behold 
the  perfection  of  a  judge.  AAer  a  patient 
trial,  which  lasted  three  days,  they  had 
been  convicted.  On  that  occasion  the 
assistance  was  had  of  all  the  persons  emi- 
nent in  the  law  ;  and  the  learned  Recorder 
of  London,  as  was  customary,  had  lain  a 
minute  report  of  the  case  before  the  sove- 
reign authority.  In  the  privy  council 
every  circumstance  of  so  important  a  case 
was  minutely  canvassed  :  and  the  anxiety 
of  the  royal  mind  on  all  occasions  to  ren.« 
der  judgment  in  mercy  was  well  known. 
Indeed,  the  anxiety  of  the  royal  mind  to 
save  the  life  of  that  onfortonate  criminal 
on  whom  sentence  of  death  had  been 
passed  could  only  be  known  to  those  who 
had  witnessed  its  effects,  and  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  communicate  even  a  faint  idea  of 
that  anxiety.  He  had  heard  the  late  Re- 
corder (Adams),  speak  with  great  delight 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  excessive  anxiety 
of  his  majesty  to  save  the  lives  of  crimi* 
nals;  and  for  that  purpose  he  would  re- 
peatedly question  as  to  the  law  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  all  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  criminal.  But  what  was  to  be 
done  when  a  desperate  gang  were  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  justice  Jto  answer  to 
the  violated  laws  of  their  country  ?  Wat 
there  no  difference  between  the  measure 
of  their  guilt— their  capability  to  do  in- 
jury to  society,  and  that  incnvidual  who 
might  have  committed  a  similar  oflfenc^ 
for  the  first  time  from  absolute  poverty, 
and  without  having  been  in  concert  with 
any  one  ?  But  it  was  said  respecting  the 
robbery  on  the  Thames,  that  the  jury  had 
afterwards  petitioned  his  royal  highneaa 
the  Prince  Regent  for  a  mitigation  of  the 
punishment— a  proof  of  their  notions  of  itt 
unnecessary  severity.  Some  of  the  crimi- 
nals had  families^othera,  wives «-and 
otherij  fathera  or  mothers  dependent  oa 
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them  for  bread.  No  man  bad  a  higher 
veoeratton  for  the  trial  by  jory  than  be 
bad,  and  for  those  who  composed  the 
juries  of  this  country.  Few  men  had  seen 
more  of  the  proceedings  in  criminal  courts 
than  he  had;  but  after  thirty  years'  ex- 
perience, he  had  not  known  ^ix  instances 
where,  had  he  been  of  the  jury,  he  should 
not  have  felt  himself  bound  to  determine 
precisely  as  the  jury  had  determined. 
But  after  they  had  brought  in  their  rer- 
dict,  they  were,  like  other  men,  accessible 
to  pity.  The  doors  of  the  jurymen  might 
afterwards  be  crowded  by  the  daughters, 
the  sons,  or  the  mothers  of  those  who  had 
been  convicted,  praying  their  interference. 
They  would  admit  the  justice  of  the  con- 
viction— they  would  acknowledge  the  of- 
fence of  their  relatives;  but  they  would 
add—''  you  cannot  wish  them  to  expiate 
their  crimes  with  their  lives — you  cannot 
desire  that  they  should  be  hanged;  think, 
then,  on  our  feelings  fornhose  who,  we 
believe,  may  be  saved  if  you  will  petition 
the  Prince  Regent.  Yoo  will  not  refuse 
to  sign  this  paper — life  is  valuable  to  the 
meanest  being  that  crawls !"  Thank  God ! 
few  Englishmen  could  withstand  such  an 
appeal  as  this !  The  Petition  was  signed 
under  those  circumstances,  and  was  for- 
warded to  the  fountain  of  mercy,  where  it 
would  always  have  due  effect  if  a  fair  case 
were  made  out.  While  assisting  the 
judges  at  assize,  it  was  once  unfortunately 
liis  duty  to  pass  sentence  of  death  on  six 
individuals,  some  of  whom  he  could  not 
leave  for  execution,  and  of  course  no  such 
order  was  left.  But  such  feeling  towards 
the  unhappy  individuals  could  not  be  com* 
muoicated  to  them.  The  consequence 
was,  when  he  was  about  to  leave  the  town 
the  carriage  wheels  were  beset;  and  there 
were  loud  prayers,  callms  on  him  "  for 
God's  sake  not  to  leave  the  criminals  for 
•xecution  \"  It  was  ascertained  that  those 
who  wereoffiring  «p  the  petitions  so  fer* 
▼ently,  were  actually  the  prosecutors; 
and  they  admitted  the  offence,  and  the 
justice  of  the  sentence,  but  said  that  the 
Doormen's  lives  ought  to  be  spared — ^for 
life  was  valuable.  Such  had  ever  been 
the  case,  and  if  the  judges  were  not  so  to 
run  a  race  of  humanity  with  the  prosecu- 
tors, their  carriage  wheels  would  be  so 
obstmcted  that  they  would  be  unable  to 
move.  It  had  the  happiest  effects,  it  com- 
municated mercy  to  those  who  merited  it, 
while  the  law  was  to  be  called  into  action 
affainst  greater  offenders.  The  severity 
•F  the  law  was  not  too  mach  for  some 


cases;  for  the  .utmost  rigour  was  some- 
times called  for  out  of  mercy  to  society. 
He  should  not  detain  the  House  longer  on 
the  present  occasion,  as  there  would  be 
further  opportunities  to  examine  the  pro- 
posed bills  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend ; 
he  had  now  addressed  them  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  doing  away  that  prejudi* 
cial  impression  which  .might  be  made 
on  the  public  mind,  bad  the  statement 
gone  forth  to  the  world  without  some  ob- 
servations being  made  upon  it. 

Mr.  FrankUmd,  alluding  to  the  remark  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  mover,  that  this 
country  was  reproached  by  foreigners  for 
the  barbarity  of  its  criminal  code,  observ- 
ed, that  they  expressed  such  opinion  from 
a  knowledge  of  our  criminal  law,  without 
knowing  how  it  was  administered.  Had 
they  seen  the  manner  in  which  those  laws 
were  administered,  they  never  co«ld  have 
expressed  such  opinion.  Adverting  to  the 
punishment  of  the  persons  convicted  of 
Sealing  silk  on  the  river  Thames,  be  ex- 
pressed the  extreme  regret  that  lie^felt  at 
hearing  his  hon.  and  learned  (nend  say 
that  the  crime  was  aggravated  ^y  the 
value  of  the  commodity  stolen.  With 
respect  to  the  general  jurisprudence  of  the 
country,  every  endeavour  was  made  to 
govern  strictly  by  the  law,  in  spite  of  the 
diflSculty  which  existed  in  doing  so  ;  nor 
were  those  extraordinary  interpoaitions 
usual  which  in  despotic  countries  were 
habitual.  He  hoped  the  new  parliament 
would  apply  itself  diligently  to  thisjub- 
ject,  that  it  would  consider  the  actual  si- 
tuation of  the  country,  and  that  it  would 
allow  the  continuance  of  that  kind  of  dis- 
cretion on  the  part  of  the  judges,  from 
which  so  much  public  benefit  had  hitherte 
been  derived. 

Sir  S.  RomUfy,  in  reply,  expressed  his 
hope  that  he  had  not  been  so  misunder- 
stood by  the  House  in  general,  as  he  was 
sorry  to  observe  he  hvl  been  by  his  two 
honourable  and  learned  friends,  who  had 
attributed  to  him  many  propositions  which 
were  by  no  means  his,  oat  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  as  mischievous  as  they  con- 
sidered them.  He  wished  particularly 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  frieiid,  the  Soii* 
citor  General,  would  take  the  trouble  of 
informing  himself  more  correctly  as  to  ^ 
opinions,  and  he  would  find  that  they 
were  as  opposite  as  night  and  day  to  thoae 
which  he  had  ascribed  to  him.  His  hoa. 
and  learned  frietid  seemed  to  imagine  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  allow  the  jodgea 
any  discretion.    Now  really  if  his  hoa. 
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and  learned  friend  bad  paid  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  proceedings  in  parliament 
on  this  subject ;  if  he  had  read  any  of  the 
unauthenticated  accounts  of  those  proceed- 
iogs— if  he  had  examined  any  ot  the  bills 
which  he  had  had  the  honour  to  introduce 
into  the  House,  he  would  have  been  sensi- 
ble of  the  misconception  under  which  he 
was  labouring*  He  could  not  help  re- 
gretting to  see  every  misrepresentation  of 
his  sentiments  caught  at  and  applauded 
by  those  who  might  have  been  better  in- 
formed OS  the  subject.  Had  he  in  the 
slightest  degree  censured  the  condemna- 
tions of  the  persons  convicted  of  stealing 
silk  on  the  river?— quite  the  reverse. 
And  yet,  to  what  other  purpose  than  to 
induce  it  to  be  believed  that  he  had  done 
so,  was  the  panegyric  on  Mr.  Baron 
Thompson,  in  praising  whose  talents, 
learning  and  character,  he  could  vie  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  or  with  any 
man  in  that  House  ?  He,  by  no  means 
accused  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  a 
wish  to  misrepresent  him.  He  was  sure 
that  he  had  no  such  intention ;  but  such 
was  the  case.  The  fact  was,  that  he  had 
adduced  the  case  to  show,  that  although 
the  jurymen  had  nodooblofthe  guilt  of 
the  criminals,  they  entertained  a  doubt  of 
the  propriety  of  a  punishment  evidently 
so  dissonant  to  their  feelings.  In  proof  of 
this  he  would  read  the  Petition  which  they 
bad  addressed  to  the  Begent  on  the  sub- 
ject.—-The  hon*  and  learned  gentleman 
here  read  a  part  of  the  Petition  in  question. 
—Reverting  to  the  misconceptions  which 
were  entertained  of  his  object,  he  observed 
thatamong  them  was  the  absurd  supposition 
that  he  wa%  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  all 
punishments  whatever.  All  Uiat  he  con* 
tended  for  was,  that  it  was  worse  than  use- 
less to  allow  punishments  to  remain  on  the 
statute  book  which  were  too  severe  to  be 
enforced.  Such  a  practice  led  to  arelax- 
^on  of  the  law  iuelf.  It  had  been  the 
universal  opinion  of  all  wise  and  reflecting 
men,  that  the  certainty  of-a  mild  punish- 
ment was  better  calculated  to  repress 
gnilt,  than  the  slight  chance  of  one  more 
severe.  The  hon.  ffentleraan  near  him 
had  accused  him  of  holding  stranee  opi- 
nionson  the  subject  of  capital  punishments. 
He  did  not,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
cenoeived,  set  up  the  humanity  of  foreign- 
ers at  the  ezpence  of  that  of.  the  English 
iMtioQ.  And  with  respect  to  another 
pointy  that  of  taking  value  into  considera- 
tion, in  estimating  the  quantum  of  punish- 
^9mX,  he  BMSt  say  if  he  was  yrtQug  in  this, 


that  he  was  so  in  good  company.  It  was 
no  new  doctrine;  nor  one  of  his  making, 
but  might  be  found  in  the  works  of  a  very 
learned  man,  sir  Henry  Spelman,  who  in 
a  celebrated  passage  had  affirmed  long 
since, ''  that  as  all  other  things  had  grown 
dearer,  the  life  of  man  had  grown  cheap* 
er.''  And  he  must  still  contend^  that 
value  was  certainly  to  be  considered  as  an 
aggravation.  What  he  had  stated,  was 
not  from  any  wish  to  take  up  the  time  oF 
the  House,  but  to  set  the  hon.  gentlemeji 
right, by  whom  he  had  been  misrepresented 
or  misunderstood. 

The  Solkiior  General  in  explanation 
said,  that  he  and  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  agreed  as  to  ihe  propriety  of  car* 
rying  the  sentence  of  the  law  into  effect 
in  the  case  of  the  silk  stealers  last  year  oa 
the  river  Thames.  He  must  also  allow/ 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  in  his 
clause,  left  discretion  enough  to  the 
judges. 

Mr.  Baihurtt,  as  he  was  the  only  indivi- 
dual present  of  that  body  whose  duty  it 
was  to  advise  the  sovereign  with  respect 
to  the  infliction  of  capital  punishments ; 
and  as  so  much  had  been  said  of  the  case 
of  the  persons  who  had  been  convicted  of 
stealing  silk  on  the  Thames,  begged  per- 
mission to  offer  a  few  words  oa  the  sub« 
ject.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  disclaimed  any  intention  of  imputing 
blame  to  the  judge  in  that  case  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  legal  duty ;  but  did  he  re* 
collect  that  the  opinion  of  a  judge  was 
also  always  taken  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
priety of  enforcing  a  capital  punishment  ? 
The  fact  was,  that  the  case  in  question 
was  one  of  systemaUc  depiedation  on  the 
part  of  persons  connected  with  the  con* 
veyance  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
mercantile  property  of  the  portof  Lon* 
don.  Adverting  to  what  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  the.  Solicitor  General,  had 
said  of  the  scrutiny  which  his  majesty  had 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  personally  in- 
stituting into  the  cases  of  those  unfortunate 
individuals,  whose  crimes  had  subjected 
them  to  the  sentence  of  death,  he  ob- 
served, that  the  same  description  would 
have  been  strictly  applicable  to  the  con* 
duct  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re* 

Sent  on  similar  occasions.  As  to  the  ad- 
ress  of* the  jurymen  who  had  tried  the 
silk  case,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  knew  the  person 
by  whom  It  had  been  drawn  up.  He  did 
not  believe  the  Petition  to  have  been 
drawn  up  by  the  persons  by  whom  it  was 
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•igned,  nor  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gen«  I  the  correspondence  was  indeed  wholly  un- 

""^ ' "     '  necessary«    There  might  be  diflerences  of 

opinion  on  many  points  occurring  in  the 
course    of  the    correspondence;    there 
mi^ht  be  a  difierence  of  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  Orders  in  Coancil,  or  the 
policy  of  repealing  them,  bni  he  was  aa* 
tisfied  there  conld  be  but  one  opinion  in 
that  House^  approving  of  the  conduct  of 
government  in  rejecting  the  propositions 
of  the  goyemment  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  necessity  of  the  vigorous  proseco* 
tion  of  the  war.    The  Address  which  he 
should  have  the  honour  to  move,  was  con« 
fined  to  these  points,  and  did  not  enter 
into  any  matter  which  was  likely  to  lead 
to  a  difierence  of  opinion.     It  became 
necessary  to  enter  into  some  detail,  which 
he  would  do  very  briefly.    Early  in  May 
last,  there  bein^  reason  to  apprehend  that 
it  was  the  object  of  the  American  go* 
vernment  to  instigate  our  croizers  to  acts 
of  hostility,  in  order,  by  means  of  them,  to 
incite  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
call  for  a  war  with  this  country,  instroc* 
tions  were  sent  out  to  our  commanders  en 
that  station  cautiously  to  abstain  from  any 
act  of  aggression,    instructions  were  alio 
sent,  that  if  war  was  declared  by  the 
American  States,  our  commanders  should 
immediately    consider  the   war  as  coro« 
menced  and  act  accordingly*  and  that  they 
Should  blockade  dc  fado  the  Chesapeake 
and  the    Delaware.    The  difierence  be* 
tween  a  blockade  de  facto  and  a  blockade 
by  notification  was,  that  in  the  former 
case  vessels  could  only  be  captured  by  the 
actual  force  employed,  but  In  a  blockade  by 
notification  all  vessels  going  to  or  coming 
from  the    port  blockaded,    were  liable, 
after  warning,  to  capture.    It  was  Ihcum* 
bent  on  the  government,  in  this  case,  to 
resort    to    no    other    than  a    legitimate 
blockade,  and  that  he  did  not  consider  a 
legitimate  blockade,  where  the  belligerent 
carried  on  trade  with  the  port  blockaded. 
That  a  blockade  by  notification  was  not 
therefore  earlier  resorted  to  arose  from 
thett  circumstances ;    that  there  was  a 
comract  for  the  supply  of  flour  to  the  pe* 
ninsiila  from  the  American  ports,  great 
part  of   which  flour  remained  m  these 
ports;  that  our  West  India  islands  also 
looked  to  the  American  ports  for  supplies 
which    they   wanted;    and   that  soose* 
quently,  in  August,  manufactured  goods 
from    this   country,  to    the   amount  of 
5,0(X),000t  were  exported  to   America. 
To  have  resorted,  therefore,  to  a  blockade 
by  notification,  would  have  intecrupted 


tleman,bot  by  some  one  of  his  friends. 

Sir  S.  Romilfy,  in  explanation,  warmly, 
and  upon  his  honour,  protested  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  origin  of  the  Petition. 
One  of  the  jurymen  had  called  fit  his 
chambers  two  or  three  days  before  the 
execution  of  the  sentence  of  the  law,  to 
say  that  such  an  address  had  been  sent 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  to  ask  if  any 
thing  coold  be  done  to  support  it.  His 
reply  was,  that  nothing  could  be  done, 
but  that  he  had  no  doubt  all  proper  at* 
teHtion  would  be  paid  to  the  subject  He 
bad  forgotten  this  afiair  until  a  day  or 
two  ago,  when  he  applied  for  and  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  Petition.  He  repeated, 
that  he  had  not  the  most  distant  concep- 
tion by  whom  the  address  was  written,  it 
was  a  very  ordinary  and  4ingrammatical 
production,  by  no  means  above  the  level 
of  the  powers^of  composition  of  a  common 
tradesman. 

Mr.  Batkurst  denied  having  asserted  or 
insinuated  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman knew  any  thing  about  the  Petition. 
He  certainly  had  understood  that  it  was 
written  by  a  gentleman  in  habits  of  in- 
timacy with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, and  Who  took  a  similar  view  of  the 
subject  under  discussion. 

Mr.  fhder  was  glad  to  hear  the  senti- 
ments which  be  had  so  often  expressed  on 
the  question  before  the  House,  confirmed 
by  the  Solicitor-General,  who,  it  must  be 
allowed  by  all,  had  more  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  criminal  law  than  any  man 
in  parliament.  In  his  opinion  the  oireum- 
stances  attendant  on  the  case  of  the  de-* 
predators  on  the  river  afibrded  the  most 
ample  proof  of  the  advantage  of  allowing 
the  law  to  remain  on  the  statute  book,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  enforced  on  proper 
occasions. 

Leave  wa9  then  granted  to  sir  S.  Romilly 
to  bring  in  his  three  Bills. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thund^,  February  18. 

Annasss  rbspbctino  the  War  with 
AMsaicA.]  The  order  of  the  da^  being 
read  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
papers  relative  to  the  War  with  America, 

Earl  Batkurutoae  and  observed,  that  the 
correspondence  on  the  table  with  the 
United  Sutes  of  America  was  vfery  volumi* 
iions,bathe  had  the  satisfoction  tostatethat 
he  should  net  have  to  trouble  the  House  at 
any  length  upon  it*  To  enter  at  length  into 
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theiopplr  •£  AMnriotiiefc«iiM«itt;  the 
rapplf  or  om*  own  Waal  Mim  klands,  be* 
fbre  tiify  Mwld  main  other  arraMementsj 
aad  Iko  piiiege  of  o«r  own  wftnimoleics. 
After  the  repee)  ef  the  Ordert  in  Coeneili 
about  which  he  shook!  not  noir  give  any 
opinieo,    iMtroctiooa  were  aent  to   Mr. 
Foaier»   fbanded  open  that  e^ent;    aod 
upon  intelligence  reaching  this  coantrj  of 
the   deelaration  of  war  by  the  United 
Siatca,  it  wma  tboeght  better  to  send  in- 
stmctiona  to  sir  John  Borlaae  Warren,  to 
propose  an  armistice^  in  order  that  fresh 
canset  of  war  might  not  arise  out  of  the 
prasecotlon  of  the  war,  and  in  the  expec- 
tation that  s  pacific  resok  weald  be  thue 
more    advantageoasly    bronghi    about. 
The  propositions  asado  on  the  part  of  the 
American  gofermnent*  would  be  seen  in 
the  correspondence ;  and  it  would  be  ob- 
aenredy  that  there  was  in  truth  no  diflfer* 
enoe  between  the  propositions  made  by 
Mr.  Russell  here,  and  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Monroe  in  America,     mi  each  case  we 
were  called  upon  to  suspend  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  impreasment,  in  order  that 
some  regulations  might  be  suggested  that 
should  be  an  efiectoal  substitute  for  it ; 
but  if  they  could  not,  then  what  was  to 
follow }  War  was  to  follow ;  and  then  we 
were  called  upon  to  give  up  our  ancient 
and  undoubted  right  of  impreMment — a 
right  hitherto  exercised  without  dispute, 
and  of  the  most  essential  importance  to 
our  maritime  superiority*  or  we  were  told 
we  oonld  not  be  at  peace  with  America. 
This  WM  the  substance  of  both  proposi- 
tions.    There  was  no  assignable  reason 
why  the  war  should  have  been  commenced 
hy'tbe  government  of  the  United  States 
at  the  precise  moment  they  chow  (the 
grounds  alleged  for  it  being  the  mme  that 
had  been  urged  for  three  months  beforei) 
except  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  expected 
immediate    advantage.    This   advantage 
which  they  hoped  for,  was  in  intercepting 
our  homeward-bound  fleet  from  t)ie  West 
Indies^  and  for  this  purpose  commodore 
Rodgera  sailed  immediately  upon  the  de- 
claration of  war.    By  the  judicious  ma- 
nagement of  our  force  in  that  quarter,  our 
fleet    was    protected,    and    commodore 
Bodgers  returned  disappointed  to   port. 
It  was   this  disappointment  which  pro- 
bably rendered  the  tone  of  the  propositions 
made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe  more 
coneiliotory  than  that  adopted  here  by 
Mr.    Roesell;   but  still  the  propositions 
were  in  substance  the  jame.    We  were 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


enlled  wm,  therefore,  to  surrender  our 
right  of  imprewment;  for  that  was  the 
met.  If  any  regulation  could  have  been 
resoKed  to,  to  servo  as  an  adequate  substi- 
tute for  the  exercise  of  that  right,  surely 
in  the  course  of  the  hwt  ten  years,  some* 
thmg  might  have  been  done.  But  during 
the  whole  coMrse  of  that  period  nothing 
had  been  suggested  by  the  American 
government  that  could  in  any  way  be  eqni* 
valent  to  us  to  our  right  of  impressment. 
Oa  the  contrary  that  government  had 
shown  a  disposition,  on  various  occasions,  to 
obstruct,  in  every  way,  our  recovery  ot 
our  own  seamen  who  had  deserted.  In  the 
case  of  the  Chesapeoke,  undoubtedly, 
blamowasinqpotable  tous;  but  how  stood 
the  case  in  its  circumstances?  Several  of  our 
men  had  deserted ;  the  desertion  being  ac« 
companied  by  acts  of  mutiny,  they  were 
demanded  from  the  Chesapeake,  and  ii 
was  solemnly  denied  that  any  such  per* 
sons  were  on  board.  Application  was 
made  to  the  American  government,  and 
after  aome  time,  the  government  denied 
that  any  such  men  were  in  the  service. 
Application  was  again  made  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  Chesapeake,  who  de- 
clared, upon  his  honour  as  an  officer^  that 
no  such  men  were  on  board.  Yet,  when 
the  Chesapeake  was  boarded  by  the  Leo- 
pard, these  very  men  were  found  on  board, 
and  taken  away  by  force,  they  bavins  as- 
sumed diflferent  names,  by  order  of  the 
commander  of  the  vessel,  and  no  disappro- 
bation of  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  this 
officer  in. this  transaction  had  ever  been 
expressed  by  the  American  government. 
Upon  another  application  to  the  American 
government  they  had  declined  to  interfere, 
alleging  as  a  reason  our  conduct  with  re* 
gard  to  the  desertion  of  a  man  from  the 
ship  Constitution  at  Spithead.  Yet  how 
stood  the  case  with  regard  to  this  man  ? 
It  appeared  from  his  statement  that  he 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  that  he  had  been  for 
several  years  in  the  British  merchant  ser- 
vice, that  whilst  belonging  to  a  British 
merchant  vessel,  and  being  on  shore,  he 
was  made  drunk  and  carried  on  board  the 
American  vessel  Wasp ;  that  he  stated 
himself  to  be  a  British  seaman,  and  de- 
sired to  be  released ;  but  this  was  refused, 
and  he  was,  on  repeating  the  demand,  ac- 
tually put  in  irons.  He  was  aAerwards 
removed  on  board  the  Constitution  and 
kept  in  irons  for  some  time ;  he  contrived, 
however,  to  make  his  escape,  but  was  pur- 
sued to  a  considerable  distance,  brought 
back,  and  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
(2P) 
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although  shewing  himself  to  be  a  BritiBh 
*ieaman«  sentenced  to  be  flogged  for  deser- 
tion.  He  afterwards  made  bis  escape  from 
the  Constitution  when  that  ship  was  at 
Spitbead.     Yet  this  was  the  case  that  the 
American  government  chose  to  set  up  as 
an  apology  for  not  doing  justice  in  cases 
where  a  legitimate  complaint  was  made  on 
our  part,  ^r  the  encouragement  given  to 
seamen  deserting  from  our  vessels.   These 
facts  shewed  the  disposition  of  the  Ame- 
rican  government  to  be  really  hostile  to 
this  country,  whilst  their  never  having 
been  able  to  explain  or  suggest  what  re- 
gulations could  effectually  stand  in  the 
place  of  our  right  of  impressment,  proved 
the  impracticability  of  any  such  regula- 
tions.   The  government   of  the    United 
States,  besides,  claimed  a  right  hitherto 
unheard  of  in  any  other  country,  that  of 
cancelli  ng  the  al  legiance  of  subjects  of  oth  er 
states.    It  would  be  at  once  seen  that .  he 
alluded  to  their  practice  of  granting  letters 
of  naturalization*.    To  obtain  letters  of  na- 
turalization in  the  United  States,  all  that 
was  requisite  was  the  proof  of  five  years 
residence  there,  whether  possessed  of  any 
property  or  not,  for  which  purpose  proofs 
might  readily  be  fabricated,  and  no  con- 
trary interest  existed  in  the  courts  to  in- 
vestigate them.     Two  persons  also  stating 
themselves  to  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  vouching  for  a  third  to  be  a  ci- 
tizen before  any  magistrate,  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  obtained  him  a  certifi- 
cate of  citizenship.    These  practices  were 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  coiisidering 
'  this  question ;   because  it  was  clear,  from 
an  examination  of  the  papers,  that  in  their 
-objections  to  the  right  of  impressment, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  made 
no  distinction  between  American  citizens 
born,  and  citizens  there  made  by  letters  of 
■aturalization  and  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship.   It  became  therefore  a  question  in- 
volving the  dearest  righu  and  interests  of 
this  country.     Upon  the  right  of  impress- 
ment depended  our  maritime  greatness 
and  auperioritjTf  and  still  more  when  we 
were  at  war  with  other  states.     This,  our 
'Undoubted  right,  the  American  govern- 
inent  now  disputed,  and  offered  to  us  no- 
thing but  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
that  light,  or  war.  War  with  them^  there- 
fore, we  must  have,  and  he  trusted  the 
wianimotts  vote  of  that  House  would  serve 
to  convince  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
that  what  was  held  out  to  them  by  their 
l^vernmentfOf  agreat  division  of  opinion 
Ml  ihiijcottntry  upon  the  iubjecl*  was  ut- 


terly- fallacious.  Let  us  shew  thai  we  were 
not  base  enough  to  sacrifice  to  trade  the 
honour  and  the  interests  of  the.  conntry. 
Let  us  shew  that  we  were  not  iroproTtdent 
enough  to  sacrifice  to  commerce  that  ma- 
ritime superiority  which  could  alone  en* 
able  us  to  carry  on  commerce*with  advan- 
tage. -The  noble  earl  concluded  with 
moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
acquaint  his  Royal  Highness  that  we  baTe 
taken  into  our  consideration  the  Papers 
laid  before  us  by  his  Royal  Highness's 
command,  relative  to  the  late  Discussions 
with  the  Government  of  the  Unit^  States 
of  America : 

"  That,  whilst  we  deeply  regret  the 
failure  of  the  endeavours  of  his^  Royal 
Highness  to  preserrethe  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  between  this  country  and  the 
United  States,  we  entirely  approve  of  the 
resistance  which  has  been  opposed  by  bis 
Royal  Highness  to  the  unjustifiable  pre- 
tensions of  the  American  govemment^ 
being  satisfied  that  those  pretensions  could 
not  be  admitted  without  surrendering  some 
of  the  most  ancient,  undoubted,  and  im- 
portant rights  of  the  British  empire : 

<<  That,  impressed  as  we  are  with  these 
sentiments,  and  fully  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  the  war  in  which  his  Majesty 
has  been  compelled  to  engage,  his  Royal 
Highness  may  rely  on  our  most  zealooa 
and  cordial  support  in  every  measure 
which  may  be  necessary  for  prosecuting 
the  war  with  vigour,  and  for  bringing  il 
to  a  safe  and  honourable  termination.'* 

The  Marquis  of  JLoMdaumc  rose  to  es* 
press  his  satisfaction  at  the  course  which 
the  noble  secretary  of  state  had  adopted* 
in  confining  the  Address  merely  to  the 
approval  of  the  rejection  of  the  proposi- 
tions made  by  America,  with  respect  to 
the  right  of  taking  our  own  seamen.  Much 
as  he  lamented  many  of  the  past  transac- 
tions between  this  country  and  America 
especially  the  mode  in  which  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  been  recalled ;  yet  be  admitted 
that  it  was  not  at  all  necessary  to  advert  ta 
these  topics,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  pnK 
priety  of  the  present  Address.  The  qaes* 
tion  now  was,  whether,  when  the  Orders 
in  Council  bad  been  at  last  revoked,  Ame* 
rica  had  met  us  with  a  corresponding  dia- 
position  to  come  to  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment ?  for  though  the  Orders  in  Counotl 
were  not  the  sole  ground  of  complaint 
with  America,  yet  he  did  not  find  thai 
there  appeared  any  other  bar  Ip  a  friendly 
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aecomnodatioa.  He  bad>  therefore,  ceiv 
tainly  expected^  that  when  this  was  re- 
moTedy  America  would  bare  returned  to 
aoch  a  pacific  disposition  as  would  have 
paved  the  way  for  the  adjustment  of  ether 
difierences.  AdTertMg  to  the  impress- 
ment of  our  own  seamen,  he  stated  that 
he  could  not  perceive  that  there  was  any 
difierence  in  regard  to  the  principle,  the 
dispote  was  about  certain  abuses  which 
were  alleged  to  exist  in  the  practice. 
The  principle  might  be  admitted,  that  we 
iiad  a  right  to  the  allegiance  of  our  own 
anbjects;  bat  it  would  be  justly  added, 
that  we  ought  not' to  extend  that  in  prac- 
tice so  far  as  to  press  American  seamen 
into  our  service  :  and  tllere  could  be  no 
doubt  but  we  ought  to  endeavour,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  prevent  any  such  abuses. 
In  a  question,  then,  involving  so  much 
-national  prejudicei  it  was  essential  that  the 
parties  should  meet  with  a  disposition  mu- 
tually to  conciliate.  He  could  not  yet 
abandon  the  hope  that  means  mightstill  be 
found  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  apd  for 
placing  that  peace  upon  a  permanent  foot- 
ing ;  and  he  was  glad  to  find  some  mani- 
festation of  such  a  disposition  to  enter  into 
discussion  for  that  purpose,  both,  in  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  sir  John 
Borlase  Warren,  and  in  the  Declaration  of 
the  Prince  Regent;  though  he  admitted 
that  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Monroe  was 
not  such  as  could  with  propriety  have 
been  accepted.  But  he  was  pleased  to 
find,  that  no  unwillingness  had  been  ex- 
presaed  on  our  part  to  consider  and  dis- 
cuss any  proposition  for  the  object  which 
America  nad  in  view,  and  which  it  was 
certainly  incumbent  on  the  American  go- 
vernment to  propose,  and  state  distinctly, 
before  they  called  upon  us  to  abandon 
oar  present  mode  of  exercising  an  un* 
doabted  rigbt^-He  had  heard  much  of 
the  hostile  disposition  of  the  American 
government  towards  this  country ;  and  he 
was  sorry  to  see,  in  these  papers,  some 
groand  for  the  charge.  *He  rearetted 
abo,  that  such  an  advantage  had  been 
given  to  the  government  of  dragging  the 
popnlar  opinion  along  with  it,  in  that 
nostile  disposition.  If  me  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil had  been  sooner  recalled,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  this  war  would  never  have 
taken  place ;  for  it  appeared  from  these 

gapers,  thai  it  would  have  been  impossi- 
le  for  the  goverpment  of  America  to 
have  got  the  people  to  second  its  views. 
When  we  talked  of  the  hostiledisposition  of 
.lh<  AmericaA  government*  we  ought  to 
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consider  what  was  the  nature  of  that  govern* 
roent.  If  there  was  any  country  in  the  world 
where  public  opinion  had  an  immediate 
operation  on  the  government,  itwas  Ame-. 
rica.  if,  then,  twenty  years  ago,  the  dia* 
position  of  America  was  known  to  be 
highly  favourable  to  this  country,  we 
ought  to  review  our  own  conduct  and 
policy,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  any  thing  in  that  conduct,  to  give 
just  occasion  for  the  hostile  disposition 
which  was  now  said  to  exist.  In  all  our 
transactions  with  foreign  countries,  and 
especially  with  America,  we  ought  to 
study  the  temper,  disposition,  and  even 
prejudices  not  only  ot  the  goveromenta, 
but  of  the  people ;  not,  however,  with  a 
view  to  surrender  our  own  rights,  but  to 
conciliate,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
the  interests  and  honour  of  our  own  coun- 
try,  the  good  opinion  both  of  the  rulers 
and  the  subjects  of  other  countries.-^But 
while  he  recommended  a  mild,  temperate, 
and  conciliating  conduct,  in  time  of  peace, 
he  was  far  from  recommending  a  slow  and 
dilatory  mode  of  carrying  on  war.  When 
war  had  once  commenced,  there  was  no 
resource,  but  a  vigorous  and  determined 
prosecution  of  it,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a 
speedy  and  favourable  conclusion.  The 
want  of  this  proper  vigourin  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  was  palpable^  and  deeply 
to  be  lamented ;  for  if  there  was  any 
thing  more  calculated  to  generate  con- 
tempt and  confidence  in  an  enemy,^  it  was 
the  union  of  lofty  pretension  with  insuf* 
fictent  means  and  dilatory  execution. 
Some  time  ago  it  was  imagined  on  all 
hands- that  in  the  event  of  a  war  with 
America,  the  first  operation  would  be  the 
destruction  of  her  navy.  What  the  fact 
had  turned  out  to  be,  he  was  almost 
ashamed  to  mention.  If  any  one  were 
asked,  what  had  been  the  success  of  our 
navy  in  this  war,  he  would  nnfortunately 
find  some  difficulty  in  giving  an  answer* 
Yet,  if  ever  there  was  a  contest  where  we 
ought  to  have  been  well  prepared,  whera 
we  had  every  advantage  in  regard  to 
naval  means,  it  was  thia  contest  with  Ame* 
rica,-^a  contest  commencing  at  a  time 
whan  our  navy  was  almost  liberated  from 
every  other  occupation — when  there  could 
have  been  no  difficulty,  surely,  in  sending 
out  a  force  capable  of  coping  with  the 
American  squadron — a  navy  so  inferior, 
so  inexperienced,  and  so  perfectly  known 
in  all  its  parts.  But  after  the  experience 
of  a  year,  we  were  at  last  tardily  preparing 
fleets,  when  we  might  on  the  first  deck- 
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ifttioo  of  war  tia?e  40  w\i  iaoght  tbe 
AmericaM  of  tbe  dMadvaatages  imder 
mhick  they  muM  iaboar  in  tiie  ^ roa^cv* 
tioD  of  Ii08tilit«es«  On  that  bead  lie  had 
much  to,  regret,  but  he  admiued  that  thn 
vtas  not  necesaariiy  connected  witli  Ibe 
present  proposition.  He  agreed  that  oor 
own  governnent  was  well  j«stified  in  onll* 
Mig  for  a  distinct  stalenient  of  any  propo* 
•iiion  which  America  had  to  propose  for 
dwcnssion*  smd  that  therefore  the  proposal 
made  by  Mr.  Monroe  was  not  satisfac- 
tory. He  coold^  not,  then,  refose  his  as^ 
sent  to  the  present  Address:  but  at  the 
same  tine  be  hoped  the  government 
would  evince  ev^ry  disposilaon,  without 
eacrificing  the  hoiiour  of  the  coantrv, 
which  he  was  disposed  to  rate  as  highly 
as  any  man,  to  <Mnne  to  soae  anvcalile 
arrangenent  in  regard  to  the  practice  of 
impressing  oar  seamen  A-oni  American 
ahipib  without  abandoning  the  principle. 

Viscount  Meknlle  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  Aduriralty«  contending,  that  an  am* 
ply  sufficient  force  was  6n  the  American 
etation  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of 
4he  war,  and  that  at  that  tkmm  no  addi- 
lional  force  could  have  been  spared  from 
Atber  services.  Would  the  noble  lords 
have  had  the  American  ports  blockaded 
before  a  declaration  of  war  ?  A  suffioient 
ibrce  was  stationed  there  for  all  tbe  pvr- 
poses  of  protection,  and  when  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  war  arrived,  every  exertion 
was  «iade  to  send  a  veinforcecnent,  since 
which  a  large  reinforoement  had  been 
sent.  If  it  ufas  meant  to  be  urged  that 
oar  force  should  prevent  any  squadron 
lirom  sailing  firon  an  enemy's  port,  it  was 
evidently  asking  what  was  in  itself  impos- 
sible. The  litraost  that  coald  be  done 
was,  to  render  it  a  mailter>of  extreme  •dtf- 
ficolty  for  an  tenemy's  sqi^adron  to  get  out 
of  port.  Once  out  they  might  do  as  a 
temporary  misobtef;  but  Ibe  utmost  that 
could  be  done,  was  to  protect  our  convoys 
with  such  a  force  as  to  render  the  attack- 
ing them  nearly  a  IwpelesB  task.  He  was 
-satisfied  whenever  the  detail  was  entered 
into,  that  it  was  capable  of  the  best  preef 
that  the  force  on  the  American  sictioo,  at 
the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  trar, 
^was  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes 
Teqoireuofit;  and  he  most  positrrely  as- 
serted, that  at  that  period  no  additional 
force  could  be  spared  irora-oiher  quarters. 
The  only  quarter  to  which  he  could  ima- 
gine the  noble  marquis  to  allude  was  the 
Baltic,  and  £pem  theno^  miqneeiioniAiljr^ 
«t  that  liaae.no  /oioe  «oald  be  sparod. 


He,  therefore,  diaintmnedthatcAmffy 
tion  iiad  been  made  by  tbe  dmmtmkf 
of  which  the  force  of  the  eoaaliy  was  ca* 
pable» 

Marqois  fPeUeafey  said,  he  moat  cordtal« 
ly  and  sinoerely  concnrfed  in  the  obyeda 
of  the  Address,  which  he  thoogbt  wisoly 
and  jadicioasly  drawn  op;  firsts  that  tbe 
war  was  a  most  just  war;  secondly,  tfaaa 
the  objecu  of  the  war  were  of  the  utmnM 
importance  to  the  rights  and  ii^tereatt  af 
this  country ;  and  thirdly*  that  it  ought 
to  be  prosecuted  ,with  vigour  and  ahils^. 
There  might  be  sease  differesices  of  opa» 
nion  as  to  the  points  oonnected  with  tbe 
progress  of  the  negociation,  but  fa  those 
he  would  not  noritr  advert.  His  chief  dth- 
ject  was  to  look  for  the  vigorous  and  able 
CQSidw;t  of  tbe  war,  but  where  was  he  eo 
find  the  proofs  of  that  obility  which  wns 
so  essentially  necessary  ?  Tbe  noble  vi^ 
count  had  asked,  would  you  have  block- 
aded the  ports  of  the  United  States  bdhwa, 
a  declaration  of  war?  Certainly  not;  bait 
was  there  not  reason  to  belteve.  Iron  tbe 
<lisposition  of  the  American  gosiemaaent, 
that  war  might  be  suddenly,  as  it  had 
been,  most  hastHy  and  inconsideralciy, 
declared ;  and  would  not  men  of  wtsdons 
and  ability,  or  even  of  mere  coBMson 
sense,  have  taken  jcare  to  provide  a  force 
on  the  station  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Otiiled 
States,  in  order  that  it  might  be  ready  to 
act  upon  any  emergeticy.  it  had  Iwen 
said,  that  instruciions  had  been  sent  10 
our  admiral  to  dispose  his  force  10  act  widi 
efTect  in  the  event  of  a  declaratsoo  of  war; 
but  where  was  the  wisdom  of  aending  a>- 
stmctions  to  aot,  wiibont  tbe  meana  nf 
acting  with  effect*  An  inadequate  force 
was  stationed  there,  and  then  a  parade 
was  made  of  sendbig  instmotioos  to  tbe 
admiral  to  adopt  active  nMasuresof  boai^ 
lity  in  the  event  of  a  deolaration  of  srar, 
wtnlst  the  means  of  carrying  iote  efiact 
those  measures  were  sot  placed  at  bis  dia- 
poaal.  He  trusted  a  thee  would  coew, 
and  that  very  shoKly,  for  en  enquiry  snao 
the  mode  of  eondectieg  this  wtar.  fie 
trusted  also,  that  it  woold  be  eairtad  on 
with  a  vigour  and  ebility  ooesmi 
to  tbe  impertanee  of  the  objacta  et 
and  not  upon  the  principies  piopeeeitd 
by  the  first  lord  of  the  Admindty. 

The  Earl  of  Umpoai  could  eot  belp 
expressing  his  satisfaction  at  whet  bed 
been  conceded  that  Dight»  namely,  that 
the  war  on  the  part  of  America  bad  been 
a  war  of  paasion,  of  party  spirit,  and  aei 
a  war  of  polioy,-ef  ailej»sl»  or 
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•De  •listrmiion  vKhick  be  flMMfe  mtke  ob 
tlie  iiibjecl  •!  imjiwiwiigi  ataiiMO*  wlikb 
had  been  mmit  the  cbicf  ground  W  oom* 
Biiiuit.  Tlie  rifbl  ckimed  by  m  od  tbai 
head  wu  ondoobted,  yet  ii  wm  ai  the 
•aibe  ihne  liaUe  to  abuse.  But  if  the  war 
bad  preiceeded  fram  ibe  abuie  of  4bai 
jrigMi  eboeld  #e  set  aee  ftboee  parte  of 
Anerica  celSiog  for  war  wbicb  mitt  io 
tbat  oaM  bare  been  aaost  aggrieved  by 
tbe  Qfynat  exeroiae  of  tbei  ligfat ;  wbeveae 
we  feiid,  tbat  fron  ibe  aea  parte  efAmc* 
rica«  ^om  all  tbe  eaatem  statea.  diere  came 
«  loud  and  mieral  cry  againit  tbe  war. 
No :  tbe  deeiaraiion  for  wer,  ibe  strong 
ivaasiea  fbrit^tbesetlMaveraieotopeace, 
ibe  deteraimed  bestiUty  to  lliiscoiyitly  or^ 
gioaled  hi  ibose  aUHea  wbo  ooeld  bare  no 
possible  leeting  ef  inleresion  tbe  aebjeot 
of  impraasing  waaen.  Witb  tbeir  know* 
ledge  of  ibe  ^pe^tiost  i>f  Aaairica  to  ibis 
coantry*  bis  Majeaty'a  niniatees^  iboogb 
still  dniroM  of  peace>  had  ibMigbt  it  ligbt 
to  be  prepaved  nr  war,iaBd  tbey  bad  made 
soch  pteparaaaons  for  ii»  tbey  bad  asamned 
aecb  en  aiciaade  as  was  oensistent  with 
the  other  kitereata  of  tbe  coimtry,  and  tbe 
other  afdooos  contests  in  wbi^h  we  were 
engaged.  Tbe  noble  marqnis  bad  Ivoogbt 
ibrward  a  charge  thai  aoaae  of  ibe  «n^ 
my'a  abtps  bad  cseaped.  For  his  own 
part,  it  was  matter  of  aarprise  and  wonder 
to  him*  not  that  ships  now  and  then 
estapod  the  Tigilanoe  of  om*oemmaDdcrs, 
bat  how  tbey  erere  taken.  If  we  looked 
io  the  great  naral  ii^bt  of  ibis  country 
<he  need  hardly  menlsen  ibe  oeane  of  lord 
Mekon),  if  we  reoedled  tbe  most  biiMient 
period  of  her  annab,  to  what  aoeideli 
most  we  not  attribute  ii,  tbat  tbe  French 
fleet  twice  escaped  Ibe  vvgilaDce  of  bis 
pnrsviif  and  landed  an  army  of  40»0(IO 
men  in  Egypt.  In  the  oommencwnent  of 
tbe  pveeent  wsr,  the  combiimd  Amta  of 
ibe  euetny  bad  escaped  from  ibe  Straits 
of  G«broltar«  bad  yaoccededeo  India,  and 
on  their  eetnm,  oonring  oat  ^fiwm  the  bay 
of  fVafalgar,  bad  lernisbed  tbe  oocanion 
ler  Aat  eioiory  whidb  alamped  immeein- 
lity  on  tbe  imme  ofibeJmro  wbo^cbioTod 
it  He  oacBiioned  tbeae  oinanmstanoaa  to 
do  awmy  the  impntawon  ef  imbecility 
^bieb  bad  been  tbrawn  oat.  He  would 
enly  at  pteeant  detain  their  lovdahips  with 
eoe  fctfection  mona.  It  wee  true  tbat 
•eelral  Olaiea  were  ttable  io  ccftain  sneon- 
botebey  alee  poasessed  geese 


ent  in  popolntien,  in  agei- 


i 


eoknre,  in  artSi  nnd  prosperity,  to  tbe  se* 
cnrity  and  protection  alibrded  hor  by  Greet 
Britain*  to  ibe  dominion  of  this  country 
oter  that  vest  element  wbi<:b  separated 
her  from  European  power  and  jealousy* 
Aitboogh*  therefore,  ahe  migbt  bare  had 
wrofigs»  although  ahe  might  have  'bad 
grounds  of  complaioi,  akhougb  she  migbt 
have  bad  pressmg  proeocaiions,  yet  she 
ought  to  bare  looked  to  this  country  as 
tbe  goardian  power  to  wbicb  ahe  was  in- 
debted, not  only  for  ber  comforts,  not  only 
for  ber  rank  in  tlie  scale  of  ciriliaaiion, 
bet  for  ber  very  existence.  From  tbe 
papem  now  laid  before  tbe  Hoas^  from 
every  page  ood  line  of  those  papers,  it 
would  appear  thai  she  bad  constaoUy 
shewn  tbe  strongest  pariiaiity  towards 
Franco.  It  was  mipoitant  tbat  this  lact 
should  be  known ;  tor  it  aMMt  eTontualiy 
bate  tbe  efiect  of  opening  tbe  eyes  of  tbe 
iababitanta  of  both  countriea  to  «tbe  con- 
duct and  motives  of  the  American  go- 
vernnaent. 

Marquis  WeUaUy  said,  it  was  far  from 
bis  intention  to  ground  o  charge  of  mis- 
oondnctogainat  miniiters  on  tbe  escape  of 
certain  ships:  bis  objection  bad  gone 
diatlnctly  to  tbe  mode  of  stationing  our 
navai  force  on  ibe  Americen  coast,  and  to 
tbe  Itmiiod  eatcni  of  that  force  so  em- 
oAovod. 

Lord'  MMmd  faond  bnself  compelled 
to  break  ttnangh  that  unanimiiy  which 
bed  been  ao  ansiooiiy  Posited  tbat  nigbt, 
nnd  ako  to  it8to,vorv  briefly,  tbe  gaonnls 
on  which  he  sfaenld  withhold  bis  asmnt 
fmm  tbe  Address.  He  admitted  tbat  tbe 
war  on  tbe  ipart  of  Amnrion  was  e  war  of 
y swtan,  And  not  of  neceasity ;  birt  be  re- 
gretted that  tbe  Addrets  bed  been  so 
worded  ae  toimply  that  the  Amertean  go- 
vernment bed  peremptarily  inaisted  cm 
our  sonrender  of  tbo  right  of  impreastng 
seamen,  and  to  ibis  be  could  net  agree  on 
tbe  face  of  4be  evidence.  A  propoml  to 
explain  and  nd^uat,  was  not  a  proposal  to 
surrender.  From  ibe  statement  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  it  appeared  that  the  shades  of 
diflerence  on  the  snbiect  evao  so  nice, 
that  he  biassed  was  not  without  hopes  ibai 
tbey  angbtotiU  be  done  away.  The  noble 
Secretary  of  Stato  was,  be  conceived,  not 
correct  in  stating,  thatno  coomry  bad  ever 
claiaaed  eotbority  over  nttuaalized  aobjects. 
A  stotnto  of  ibe  id  of  queen  Anne  was  than 
lyi^ton  tbeir  table,  which  estanded  the 
protection  of  this  coontry  to  any  person  in 
any  state  of  Svope  iafcmg  the  onth  of  al- 
to the  Botiab  Bovenunent.    If 
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the  sentiments  of  the  American  gOTera- 
ment  were  not  greatly  altered  since  he 
had  the  Jionour  of  negociating  wiihthem* 
they  were  rery  ready  to  make  conces- 
sions in  this  point.  Had  any  member  of 
Congress,  of  equal  eloquence  with  the 
noble  lord,  drawn  such  a  picture  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  friends  and  parents  of 
the  seamen  detained  by  this  country,  as 
the  noble  lord  had  presented  on  the  other 
side,  he  should  have  thought  it  wouldJiave 
produced  a  spirit  in  that  country,  the  re- 
verse of  a  disposition  to  peace  or  concilia- 
tion. He  could  not  vote  for  the  Address, 
but  he  should  not  move  to  leave  out  the 
words  which  formed  the  ground  of  his  ob- 
jection, because  such  an  amendment  might 
be  improperly  construed  into  a  disappro- 
bation of  the  claim  itself,  which  was  the 
subject  of  controversy. 

The  Earl  of  Harratohy,  after  the  decla- 
ration of  the  noble  lord  who  had  just  sat 
-  down,  that  the  hostility  of  America  origi- 
nated in  passion,  and  not  in  reason,  felt 
himself  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  to  what 
pan  of  the  Address  the  noble  lord's  objec- 
tions could  apply.  He  was  (eady  to  at- 
tribute those  objections  rather  to  a  mi- 
croscopic eye,  too  fond  of  seeking  after 
ninute  shades  of  difference,  than  to  a 
jaundiced  mind,  taking  a  tincture  from  its 
own  prejudices,  and  discolouring  the  ob- 
ject of  its  contemplation.  The  rijght  of 
impressing,  which  vfz%  of  such  infinite  im- 
portance to  the  vital  interests  of  this  conn- 
try,  had  been  required  to  be  surrendered 
on  certain  conditions,  not  as  the  price  of 
peace,  but  as  the  price  of  an  armistice, 
r^o  longer  ago  than  June  181 1,  Mr.  Foster 
had  expressly  declared  that  the  American 

government  could  make  no  distinction 
etween  native  and  naturalized  subjects. 
If  the  American  government  were  deter- 
mined to  act  up  to  the  spirit  of  this  decla- 
ration, in  other  words,  to  aisert  their  right 
to  make  every  subject  of  this  realm  a  de- 
serter and  a  traitor,  it  was  impottible  that 
peace  should  ever  retum-^war  must  be 
eternal. 

Lord  HoUand  explained.  He  said  that 
one  great  point  had  been  entirely  lost 
•ight  of,  which  was,  that  there  were  rights 
on  the  part  of  America,  and  rights  belong- 
ing to  this  country.  What  the  Americans 
demanded  was,  that  we  should  enter  into 
m  Dcgociation  to  adjaft  and  fix  the  bounda- 
ries of  those  rights.  By  consenting  to 
raspend  the  exercise  of  a  right  for  a  cer- 
tain period,  we  did  not  agree  to  surrender 
it,  .  He  bid  declared  that  the  Americans 


appeared  to  him  to  have  been  Jiurried  into 
acts  of  intemperance  and  pasaiooj  b«t  we 
ought  to  make  a  correct  statement  of  what 
those  acts  were ;  we  were  not  to  bring  ge- 
neral charges  against  them  of  which  there 
was  no  evidence. 

Lord  Enkme  disapproved  of  the  Ad- 
dress. It  had  been  said  that  this  was  a 
war  of  passion  with  the  Ahierican  people. 
It  might  be  so ;  but  to  whom  was  that 
passion  to  be  orfginally  attributed,  by 
whose  conduct  was  it  excited  ?  A  war 
between  nations  might  be  compared  to  a 
quarrel  between  individuals.  It  was  not 
enough  to  know  the  degree  of  passioo  or 
irritation  which  had  been  prodnced,  in 
order  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  qaarrel, 
unless  we  at  the  same  time  knew  the  ag- 
gravating circumstances,  the  insnit  or  in- 
jury by  which  it  had  been  produced.  The 
noble  lord  could  not  consider  the  war  as 
the  consequence. of  the  question  of  the 
right  of  impressing.  It  originated  in  the 
former  irritations  between  this  country 
and  America  previous  to  the  Orders  in 
Council.  This  shewed  that  tteitherthis 
country  nor  America  was  sincere  in  plac- 
ing the  grounds  of  the  war  solely  on  that 
question.  There  were  other  causes  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  conciliation,  and  no 
good  understanding  could  take  place  be- 
tween the  two  countries  till  these  were 
removed.  It  had  been  said  that  this  war, 
if  the  Americans  persisted  in  their  claims, 
must  be  eternal.  If  so,  oor  prospecu 
were  d  isheartening.  America  was  agrov- 
ing  country*— increasing  every  day  in 
numbers— in  strength— in  resonrcesof 
every  kind.  In  a  lengthened  contest,  all 
the  advantages  were  on  her  aide,  and 
against  this  country. 

The  Lord  Chancklor  vras  of  optnieo  that 
the  last  topic  on  which  the  noble  lord  had 
insisted,  was  the  onhr  justificalion  which 
government  could  omr  for  having  delayed 
the  vsar  with  America  so  long.  It  was 
their  sense  of  the  great  and  many  disad- 
vantages necessarily  attending  the  cootcsl, 
which  had  made  them  to  reloctant  to 
enter  into  it;  and  in  the  same  spirit  of 
forbearance,  they  should  be  always  reedy 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportnnily 
of  returning  to  a  state  of  peace.  The 
right,  the  temporary  surrender  of  .which 
at  least  was  made  the  smc  qita  nois  of  ne- 
gociatfon  bjr  the  Amcrieaa  government, 
was  one  which  was  necessary  to  the  exis- 
lence  of  this  country,  and  if  it  was  ever 
more  necessary  to  it  at  onetime  than  am^ 
ther,  this  was  the  period.    There  was  no 
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guestion  in  the  whole  coune  of  his  politic 
cai  life  on  which  he  had  been  called  to 
judge,  where  he  had  gi?en  his  opinion 
more  reloctantly  or  more  decidedly.  If 
the  claim  of  iiatiiralisatioD»  iniisted  on  by 
the  Americans^  were  allowed,  why  should 
it  not  be  made  by  other  conntries  ?  If  a 
residence  of  fire  years  established  .the 
right,  why  should  not  a  residence  of  one 
month  ?  It  would  thus  be  easy,  by  the 
offer  of  impuaity,  and  by  the  temptation 
of  greater  pay,  to  seduce  our  seamto  into 
Ihe  serfice  of  foreign  states.  Unless  Ame- 
rica should  think  proper  to  alter  her  tone, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  national  differences 
could  be  settled :  surely  never,  if  the  con* 
dition  of  conciliation  was  to  be  the  con- 
cession of  that  claim  which  was  the  life  of 
our  navy,  and  through  that,  the  life  and 
protection  of  xh€  country.  Was  it  not,  he 
would  ask,  a  surprise  on  the  nation,  to  find 
•t  length  that  the  war  with  America  did 
not  arise  out  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  but 
from  a  cause  which .  had  never  been 
dragged  into  the  discussion  while  there 
was  any  thing  else  to  talk  about,i— from  a 
cause  now  introduced  merely  for  the  pur- 

Eose  of  irritation,  and  as  a  pledge  of  their 
ostile  intentions?  As  an  adviser  of  the 
crown,  he  would  never  consent  to  an  ar- 
mistioe  on  the  condition  of  appearing  to 
hesitate  about  a  right  so  vitally  affecting 
the  nation,  that  its  ruin  might  ensue  in  a 
month  from  its  concession. 

llie  Addreia  was  then  carried  without 
a  division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thun4oy,  February  18. 

Pbtitiohs  against  thb  Claims  or  tbv 
Catboucs— FBOM  Walungford  —  New 
SAauM-— Ann  Aecrdeacon,  &g.  or  Mid-  | 
DLBsax.]  A  Petition  of  the  corporation 
of  Wallingford,  Berks,  was  presented; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  take  leave  hum- 
biy  to  express  their  wishes  and  opinions 
upon  the  great  question  which  at  present 
so  much  engages  the  attention  and  interests 
the  feelings  of  the  public,  the  demands  of 
the  Boman  Catholics:  that  every  man 
thould  be  at  full  liberty  to  worship  the 
Btviae  Being  in  the  way  which  he  is  con- 
vinced is  most  acceptable,  is  a  position 
which  the  petitioners  flatter  themselves, 
11  not  controverted  in  this  country :  tole- 
ration  to  the  utmost  extent,  in  matters  of 
tvligioa,  they  are  persuaded  ought  to 
exist:  they  believe  it  doea ;  if  in  any  in- 


stance it  does  not,  they  pray  the  House, 
as  a  branch  of  the  legislature,  to  take  such 
steps  as  shall  supply  a  remedy ;  but  tb^y 
beg  leave  humbly^  yet  earnestly,  to  state, 
that  establishment  is  a  matter  of  quite  dif* 
ferent  consideration ;  they  bear  no  ill-will 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  though  no  man 
can  deny  that  when  they  possessed  poll* 
tical  power  they  used  it  oppressively; 
the  petitioners  cannot  but  esteem  every 
attempt  to  be  inauspicious  which  has  con- 
fessedly for  its  object  an  alteration^of  any 
point  established  and  ratified  by  the  glo- 
rious Revolution  ;  they  have  the  autbo* 
rity  of  the  parliament  which  completed 
that  great  event  to  assert,  that  the  griev- 
ances which  were  then  complained  of  and 
recapitulated  by  them,  and  of  which  they 
employed  themselves  in  devising  tbn 
means  of  preventing  a  recurrence,  wero 
utterly  and  directly  contrary  to- the  known 
laws,  statutes,  and  freedom  of  this  realm ; 
the  execution,  therefore,  for  the  future,  of 
the  laws  in  being  was  ^their  single  object, 
and  the  single  mean  which  they  devised 
for  securing  this  point,  was  the  exclusion 
from  political  power  of  all  such  persona 
as  were  not  friendly  to  the  constitution, 
and  refused  to  give  public  pledges  of  their, 
being  so ;  and  that  it  is  a  fact  which  can- 
not be  denied,  that  since  the  Revolution 
the  nation  has  enjoyed  internally  greater 
happiness,  quiet,  and  security,  and  during 
that  period  the  public  functionaries  have  in- 
variably and  exclusively  been  Protestants; 
and  praying,  that  the  laws  for  securing 
the  religion  established  in  this  kingdom, 
on  which  the  petitioners  presume  to  think 
radically  depends  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion to  the  throne,  and  the  permanent 
tranquillity  of  theempire,  may  undergo  no 
alteration/' 


A  Petition  of  several  inhabitants  of 
Lewes  and  places  adjacent,  in  the  county 
of  Sussex,  was  also  presented  ;  setting 
forth, 

**That   the  petitioners   observe  with- 
astonishment  and  alarm  the  penevering 
efforts  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  obtain 
admission  to  all  offices  of  trust  and  autho- 
rity, both  civil  and  military,  and  to  thn 
exercise  of  legislative  functions;  and  that 
it  is  with  uafeigned  satisfaction  they  see 
their  fellow  subjects  of  the  Romish  Church 
freed  from  all  pains  and  penalties  on  ac* 
count  of  their  religion,  and  in  the  full  en-, 
joyment  of  the  blessings  of  toleration; 
but  the  petitioners  feet  it  their  bonnden* 
duty  not  only  to  themseWti^  bqt  to,  p«|«. 
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ferity  to  resist  tiMir  endea^ows  (notwitb* 
sMndlDgtbe  numeroas  concessions  already 
made  to  tbem)  to  get  possession  of  poli* 
tical  j^ower  and  legislative  authority,  and 
thereby  to  destroy  that  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy to  which  the  people  of  this  country 
are  indebted  under  Providence  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  their  liberties  on  a  firm 
and  solid  basis,  for  the  petitioners  consider 
it  as  a  fixed  and  unalterable  principle  of 
oar  glorious  constitution,  as  settled  at  the 
Revohition,  that  the  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive  authorities  of  this  Protestant  coon- 
try,  can  be  administered  only  by  Protes- 
tants; and  they  regard  the  laws  by  which 
that  principle  is  established  as  no  less 
sacred  and  inviolable  than  Magna  Charta 
«nd  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  im- 
plore the  House  stedfastly  to  reject  all 
applications  for  the  repeal  of  those  laws/' 

A  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Sarum  was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

^  That  the  petitioners,  justly  appreciat- 
ing* the  inestimable  blessings  which  they 
enjoy  under  the  Protestant  constitution, 
by  law  established  at  the  glorious  Sevo- 
kltion/  and  alarmed  at  the  restless  and  in- 
cessant attempts  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
to  be  admitted  to  offices  of  civil  power 
and  mtKtary  command,  notwithstavding 
the  complete  toleration  which  has  been 
already  conceded  to  them,  and  which, 
according  to  ibetr  own  frequent  declara- 
tions, left  them  nothing  more  to  ask,  do 
most  humbly,  but  at  the  same  most 
ardently,  implore  the  House  to  protect  the 
Church  and  the  State  firx>m  those  dangers 
with  which  they  are  both  of  them  equally 
menaced,  for  should  the  Petitions  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  or  rather  their  demands, 
for  what,  by  a  strange  solecism  in  lan- 
guage, is  termed  Catholic  Emancipation, 
So  complied  with,  the  petitioners  appre- 
faend  that  their  views  and  expectations 
vrill  pTDcOed  even  farther  ;  and  that  they 
may  use  their  augmented  influence  and 
autborfty  in  the  state,  even  to  re-establish 
thatsystem  of  civil  and  religious  thraldom 
IWmi  whith  the  wisdom  and  the  virtue  of 
our  ancestors  so  nobly  and  so  happily 
rescued  us ;  and  that  to  the  truly  great 
men  who  begaUi  and  to  those  who  at  sub- 
aequent  and  different  periods  successively 
perfected  nnd  established  the  Reformation, 
tbm  petitioners  look  back  with  feelings  of 
hiereaaed  reverence,  admiration,  and  gra- 
tstode,  they  bequeathed  us  laws,  fouiMled 
in  file  most  cmtsunmiate  wisdom,  and  the 
soondest  policy,  and  of  thoae  some  are  not 


of  a  temporary  nature,  bat  are  ittcd  to  all 
times  and  to  all  circtmntances:  henre,«idev 
the  protection  of  those  laws^  this  nation 
has  enjoyed  uninterrupted  peace  and  «•• 
exampled  prosperity;  and  that,  forcibly 
impressed  with  these  sentiments,  the  pets- 
tionersiio  moot  confidently  hope  and  trust, 
that  tho  safeguards  of  the  conatitstion 
will  not  be  thrown  down,  boC,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  they  will  be  transmitted  un- 
changed and  unchangeable  to  the  latest 
poeterHy/' 


i> 


A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  ui  the 
diocese  of  London,  including  the  parochul 
clergy  (as  well  exempt  as  otherwise)  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  with  the  deanry 
ofBraugbing,  Hertford,  and  the  deanrics 
of  Harlow,  Dunmow,  and  Heddingham, 
Essex,  was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  are  mibmied  that 
a  Bill  is  shortly  to  be  ofiered  to  the  House 
for  removing  the  restrictions  that  are  now 
by  )aw  imposed  on  those  who  profess  the 
Ronmn  Catholic  religion  in  tbis  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  admit  them  to  all  offices 
of  trust  and  authority,  both  civil  and  mils* 
tary,  and  even  to  sit  in  the  imperial  par- 
liament, and  to  legislate  lor  a  Protestant 
Church  and  State ;  and  that,  in  their  con- 
templation of  a  measure  so  deeply  in* 
teresting  to  the  welfiire  of  the  Choreh  as 
by  law  established,  the  petitionera  have 
been  led  to  consider  whether  the  conces- 
sions hitherto  made  during  the  pceaeni 
reign  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
by  which  the  free  exercise  of  their  reli- 
lion,  and  other  important  civil  rights^ 
have  been  granted  to  them,  have  produced 
any  relaxation  in  the  principlea  of  that 
Church ;  but  it  is  with  extreme  concern 
they  find  that  it  remains  as  hostile  to  the 
mild  temper  of  Protestantism,  that  it 
claims  the  same  spiritual  authority,  as- 
sumes the  same  infallibility,  and  conaidera 
all  Protestants  as  without  the  pale  of  the 
Christian  Communion ;  and  that  it  is  in 
all  respects  the  same,  whether  in  doctmo 
or  in  discipline,  as  at  the  time  when  these 
restraints  were  imposed,  the  open  and  on- 
disguised  avowal  of  which  has  been  re* 
cently  made  by  many  of  its  most  eminent 
spiritual  directors,  and,  what  is  particniar* 
ly  alarming  to  the  minds  of  the  petitioners, 
asserting  the  supremacy  of  a  foreign 
power  in  these  realms,  a  principle  not 
only  contrary  to  the  constitution  as  esta« 
blished  at  the  Revolution,  but  incompati- 
ble with  the  first  principles  of  all  civil  gn* 


IDS]         ikUrvit  ft^ecAf  Ik  War  tM  Jmefiea.         Tbm.  IS,  18IS. 


[5M 


venunent;  th«t  the  petiUoiien»  wbiln 
ihey  mre  sincerely  anxious  that  their 
Christian  brethren  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  should  enjoy  every  kind 
and  degree  of  toleration  which  is  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  constitutk>n 
in  jbhurch  and  jState»  feel  it  iheir  beunden 
dorty,  as  ministers  of  that  'pure  religion, 
tbe  secure  possession  of  which  they  regard 
as  the  first  of  blessings^  huroblyi  but  ear- 
nestly to  express  the  conviction  they  feel 
that  the  laws  now  subsisting,  by  which  the 
Boman  Catholics  are  restricted  from  the 
exercise  of  legislative  authority  and  civil 
power,  are  not  less  necessary  at  this  time 
than  they  have  been  hereto&re  found  to 
be  for  the  maintenance  and  securiivof 
tbe  Established  Church;  and  praymg* 
that  the  House  will  in  its  wisdom  continue 
to  preserve  those  lalutary  restraints  which, 
throogh  tbe  Divine  favour,  have  hitherto 
proved  the  firm  support  of  this  nation  and 
constitution  in  Church  and  State,  to  main- 
tain and  perpetuate  which  the  family  of 
our  revered  monarch  was  placed  on  the 
throne  of  this  kingdom." 

And  the  said  Petitioni  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Addbbss  rbspscting  the  Wab  with 
America.]  Lord  Cutlereagh,  in  rising 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  most 
important  subject,  namely,  the  negocia- 
tions  which  had  preceded  the  present  state 
of  our  relations  with  the  United  Sutes  of 
America,  thought  it  necessary  to  remark, 
that  it  was  not  the  ordinary  practice  of 
the  ministers  of  the  crown  to  bring  before 
parliament  docnmenu  for  the  purpose  of 
ahowiog  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  ap- 
probation of  the  legislature ;  and  if  those 
now  laid  before  the  House  had  that  ten- 
dency, it  would  be  recollected  that  the 
production  of  them  had  been  fireqoently 
requested,  and  pressed  bj  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side.  His  Miyesty's  ministers 
were  generally  disposed  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  pleasing  reflections  which  arose 
from  the  consciousness  of  duties  fulfilled 
and  seal  employed  to  promote  the  public 
welfare ;  it  would  savour  of  arrogance  to 
obtrude,  themselves,  the  details  of  their 
services,  however  meritorious  they  might 
be,  apon  the  notice  of  parliament,  and 
challenee  the  approbation  of  that  high 
tribunal,  bow  fervently  soever  they  might 
desire  to  obtain  it.  The  correspondence 
now  submitted  to  tbe  ifouse  coroprehend- 
•ed  a  period  of  two  years  and  a  half,  and 
the  perusal  of  these  various  papen  would 
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sufficiently  show  how  little  ministers  were 
disposed  to  withhold  any  information  that 
could  be  in  tbe  least  satisfactory  to  the 
House  or  to  tbe  public,  or  refuse  to  furnish 
lights  by  which  their  own  conduct  might 
be  subjected  to  tbe  most  rigid  scrutiny. 
The  question  which  be  should  ground  on 
the  production  of  those  papers,  was  one 
in  the  decision  of  which  the  character  of 
the  country  was  at  issue ;  and  as  it  was 
therefore  of  the  utmost  consequence  that 
such  decision  should  be  the  result  of  the 
roost  patient  and  cautious  deliberation,  he 
would  cheerfully  supply,  by  unreserved 
answers  to  any  interrogatories  that  might 
be  put  to  him,  such  information  as  might 
tend  to  elucidate  the  Jocoments  on  the 
table,  and  render  the  result  of  inquiry  as 
full  and  mature,  as  it  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  community.  The  chief  point  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  House  would 
be  directed  was,  whether  it  had  been  in 
the  power  of  ministers,  by  any  exertion^ 
to  have  prevented  the  much-to-be-depre* 
cated  war  in  which  we  were  now  engaged  ; 
and  here  he  hoped  to  have  credit  from  the 
House,  when  he  said,  that  no  one  more 
sincerely  lamented  the  necessity  of  that 
war  than  he  did.  War,  in  its  most  fa* 
vodrable  aspect  calamitous  to  a  country, 
was,  in  this  instance,  rendered  by  peculiar 
circumstances  doubly  calamitous.  Most 
sincerely  grieved  was  he  that  he  could 
but  too  well  make  out  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  House  the  necessity  there  was  for  ex« 
tending  that  evil ;  for  exchanging,  in  our 
relations  with  the  United  States,  that 
peaceful  intercourse,  which  was  so  bene- 
ficial to  both  nations,  for  all  the  ills  which 
a  state  of  hostility  involves;  and  he  trust- 
ed, that  in  the  sentiment  by  which  be  waa 
actuated,  his  colleasues,  the  parliament, 
and  the  nation  at  large,  most  cordially 
participated.  That  justice  was  obviously 
on  our  side,  was,  indeed,  a  mighty  conso- 
lation, but  certainly  not  all-efficient  to 
subdue  the  sense  of  the  calamity  in  which 
the  severe  pressure  of  neceuity  had  in- 
volved us.  But  was  a  feeling  of  this  na- 
ture to  lay  us  at  the  feet  of  an  enemy  who 
had  met  every  act  of  conciliation  on  our 
part  with  augmented  hostility  ?  He  trusted 
that  we  would  be  found  actuated  by  a  far 
different  spirit,  and  that,  after  having  de- 
plored the  infatuation  in  the  government 
and  population  of  the  y  nited  States  which 
had  forcibly  drawn  us  into  the  contest,  we 
should  turn  our  attention  to  every  means 
by  which  unjust  aggression  could  be  most 
effectually  repelled.  In  tbe  course  eC 
(2Q) 
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House>  and  from  the  docaments  before 
tbetn,  it  would  appear  very  plainly  that 
ministers  had  not  wantonly  plunged  the 
country  into  a  war  which  there  were  $o 
many  motives  if  possible  to  avoid  ^  and  in 
having  at  length  recourse  to  it  that  they 
were  compelled  to  the  step  after  they  had 
by  repeated  attempts  to  promote  a  pacific 
temper    in  the  enemy,  endeavoured  to 
.avert  the  evil.    They  felt  confident  that 
they  had  carried  into  it  with  them  the 
feelings  of  the  country  with  so  full  a  tide, 
that  it  would  be  prosecuted  with  a  vigour 
and  firmness  of  spirit  such  as  would  be 
most  likely  to  promote  the  only  legitimate 
end  and  object  of  all  war — a  secure  and 
honourable  peace.     Nor,  indeed,  was  it  to 
be  despairea  that  a  wise  and  firm  line  of 
foolicy  on  our  part,  together  with  a  candid 
and  temperate  discussion  of  the  difierences 
Which  had  arisen  between  the  two  nations, 
might  have  a  more  extended  effect  than 
that  of  confirming  our  own  people  in  a 
resolution  to  maintain  their  rights  unimo 
paired.      It  was  difficult  to  suppose  the 
people  of  America  so  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
reason  as  to  be  utterly  unconscious  that  in 
the  intercourse  which  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  gcvernments  of  the  two  coun^ 
tries  their's  had  not  been  the  party  which 
bad  held  justice  cheapest,  and  sought  the 
most  eagerly  for  war ;  and  if  their  eyes 
were  once  opened  to  this  fact,  it  would  not 
foe  an  unreasonable    expectation   if  we 
looked  to  their  calling  on  their  rulers  to 
desist  from  hostilities,  in  which  they  were 
likely  to  reap  neither  honour  nor  profit. 
The  question  now  before  the  House  was 
limply  this,  whether  the  country  was  or 
was  not  engaged  in  war  with  the  United 
States,  having  justice  on  the  side  of  Great 
Britain  ?  And  the  proposition  which  he 
meant  to  ground  on  their  decision  in  the 
affirmative  was,  that  an  Address  should  be 
;  presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
-Kegent,  calling  on  him  to  direct  a  yigo- 
rous    prosecution  of  the  war  with    the 
United  States ;  and  praying  him  to  repose 
the  fullest  confidence  in  the  support  of  his 
'  parliament  and  people.    Of  the  negocia- 
tions  now  before  the  House,  he  had  to  ob- 
aerve  that  many  points  had  on  former  oc- 
casions occupied  much  of  their  attention, 
and  given  rise  to  discussions  of  no  incon- 
aiderable  length.  The  poinu,  therefore,  to 
which  he  would  more  particularly  draw 
their  attention  in   the    present  instance 
.  were  those  which  were  to  be  foand  of  ](ny 
*  importance  b  the  latter  ataget  of  the  cor* 


respondence.  They  would,  he  was  satis* 
fied,  easily  collect  from  them  the  necses* 
sity  of  the  stand  whioh  the  govermnent 
was  now  disposed  to  make,  and  would  con* 
sequently  acquiesce  cheerfully  in  the 
proposition  with  which  he  should  ooocliide 
to  call  on  the  crown  to  engage  with  spirit  in 
the  contest,  confident  of  finding  in  the 
people  a  determined  resolution  to  repel  the 
attacks  which  had  been  so  wantonly  made 
on  them,  and  which '  they  coold  not  have 
prevented  but  by  a  sacrifice  of  rights  ac* 
knowledged  and  maintained  by  every  n^ 
tion  whose  intercourse  with  her  neigh* 
hours  is  regulated  by  any  reference  to  a 
code  of  international  law.  They  would 
ascertain  that  every  possible  attempt  oa 
our  parts  had  been  made  to  bring  the 
American  government  to  reason,  and  that 
every  such  attempt  had  failed,  merely  be» 
cause  there  was  to  be  found  in  that  govern- 
ment, supported  by  a  part  of  the  popolar 
tion  entrnated  to  their  rule,  an  inornate 
and  insolent  spirit  of  encroachment  which 
would  have  made  protracted  forbearance 
appear  like  imbecility,  and  would  have 
committed  the  honour  of  the  country,  the 
government  of  which  coold  seem  ipsen^ 
sible  to  insult  so  frequently  repeated. 
This  was  a  spirit  which  hsd  seamed  to 
gain  strength  from  every  fresh  coocassion, 
and  had  at  length  risen  to  a  height  which 
imperiously  called  for  resistance  from  this 
country,  if  the  presenraUon  of  her  rights 
and  her  honour  were  dear  to  her  children. 
We  had  gone  perhaps  as  great  lengths  as 
aver  nation  had  gone,  to  evince  our 
anxiety  to  be  on  a  iriendly  footing  with  a 
people,  with  whom  no  doubt  wa  had  the 
strongest  incentives  to  remain  on  soch 
terms,  it  was  now  high  time  to  substitaia 
the  spear  for  the  olive  branch,  and  ahow 
the  perverse  enemy  we  had  to  cope  with, 
that  in  our  humility  no  principle  of  fear 
had  mingled,  and  that  we  could  be  as  ter- 
rible in  the  conflict  they  had  provoked,  sa 
we  had  been  mild  in  the  negociation  by 
which  we  had  sought  to  avoid  it.  The 
Address  which  he  should  this  night 
propose  to  the  House,  he  trusted,  woukl 
lay  the  foundation  of  soch  a  peace  as 
it  would  alone  be  desirable  to  obtain.«i- 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  take  a 
view  of  the  documents  which  had  bean 
published  by  the  American  govonMBeot, 
contending,  that  an  adequate  notion  could 
be  collected  iirom  them  of  the  unreasonable 
spirit  of  hostility  by  whioh  that  go- 
vernment was  actuated  against  this  ooan« 
try.     Ha  referred  in  particular  to  the  ax- 
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position  of  tb^  President  of  th«  motiTes 
which  bad  indnced  ibe  declaretioD  of  war^ 
and  to  the  paper  which  had  been  pab* 
lished  by  the  Secretary  of  foreign  Lega- 
tions after  the  comoiencenient  of  it. 
He  asserted  that .  these  papers  would 
be  foond  to  contain  a  fall  and  complete 
disavowal  of  all  the  points  on  which  it 
luid  been  supposed  in  this  country  that 
concessions  bad  been  made«  and  amity 
thereby  assured ;  those  very  points  were 
what  the  American  government  had  chosen 
lo  press  as  affording  just  eroands  for  hos- 
tility, argnittg.  on  ihem  m  precisely  the 
opposite  direction  to  what  any  ressonable 
man  would  have  sapposed  them  likely  to 
do.  They  had  extracted  matter  of  o&nee 
oat  of  every  negociation>  however  amicably 
it  appeared  to  have  terminated,  and  net  on- 
frequently  even  from  those  in  which  injury 
had  been  alleged  on  the  side  of  America^ 
and  actual:  and  apparently  complete  atone* 
ment  made  on  ours.  The  war  which  had 
thus  commenced  had  been  followed  up  by 
an  armistice;  but  if  this  armistice  had 
.been  meant  as  an  indication  of  a  wish  for 
peace,  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  Ameri- 
can government  towards  this  country 
would  have  undergone  a  revolution,  and 
/ar  different  grouMsof  adjustment  would 
have  been  assumed  from  those  on  which 
they  now  stood.  The  great  questions  be- 
tween the  countries  were,  the  Orders  in 
Council,  which  it  was  customary  in  Ame* 
rica  to  call  an  illegal  blockade,  and  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen.  They  might, 
perhaps,  think  that  the  former  of  these  was 
taken  out  of  the  question  by  the  armistice 
— 4haft  might  be  true;  be  would  not 
pledge  the  American  government  further 
than  Ihey  were  disposed  to  commit  them- 
•elvea  ;  hot  they  ought  not  to  hftve  closed 
np  every  avenue  to  conciliation  but  those 
by  having  recourse  to  which  we  should 
make  a  surrender  of  our  rights.  Their 
aioislers  had  even  laid .  in  a  claim  to  in- 
demnity for  the  vessels  captured  under 
the  Orders  in  Council.  Not  satisfied  with 
tbe  forbearance  manifested  by  this  coon* 
^  in  the  revocation  of  these  Orders,  and 
the  telinquishment  of  the  blockade  of 
•1M)6,  the  American  government  claimed 
the  abandonment  by  that  of  Great  Britain 
^  the  fatore  exercise  of  the  rights  involv- 
^  m  those  Orders  and  thtt  blockade, 
v^itk  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Council, 
^t  question  had  nndergone  repeated  dis- 
^"■•ions  in  the  British  parliament,  and  a 
variety  of  opintens  bad  certainly  been  en- 
ttrtained  and  expnssed  on  the  soiuect ; 


but  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  those 
opinions  bore  on  the  commercial  ezpe< 
diency  of  the  measure  rather  than  on  any 
doobts  as  to  the  right  and  competency 
of  this  country  to  retaliate  and  throw  back 
on  the  enemy  the  injuries  and  inconve* 
niences  which  their  Decrees  were  calcu- 
lated to  inflict  upon  us.  This  was  a  dis- 
cussion, the  renewal  of  which  he  wished 
to  waive  at  that  moment ;  but  he  trusted, 
no  individual  would  suppose,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  could  be  so  dead  to 
their  duties,  and  so  insensible  to  the  ge- 
nuine interests  and  rights  of  the  country, 
as  not  to  be  anxious  at  the  very  moment 
they  modified  the  measures  which  had 
been  previously  adopted,  with  the  expec- 
tation of  conciliating  America,  and  induc- 
ing her  to  embark  with  Europe  in  the  ge* 
neral  cause  against  France,  so  to  guide 
their  conduct  as  to  leave  the  rights  and 
claims  of  this  country  on  the  subject  es 
clear  and  untouched  as  if  no  relaxation 
whatever  had  taken  place.  Unquestion* 
ably,  he  was  prepared  to  contend,  that  his 
Majesty's  government  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  issue  the  Orders  in  question,  and 
that  their  justice  and  necessity  at  the  par- 
ticular moment  at  which  they  were  issued, 
when  the  previous  conduct  of  France  was 
considered,  must  appear  still  more  evident, 
as  well  as  their  foundation  in  the  true  and 
soupd  policy  of  the  British  empire,  l^or 
whatever  inconvenience  a  portion  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  this  country 
might  hare  sustained  in  consequence  of  the 
interruption  of  the  communication  with 
the  American  qiarket,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  stating  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that 
had  not  the  British  government  opposed  to 
France  measures  similar  to  and  retaliatory 
of  the  measures  that  France  had  adopted  in 
hostility  to  this  country,  the  commerce  of 
France  would  have  been  as  triumphant  on 
the  continent,  as,  until  recently,  bad  been 
her  military  career;  and  the  commerce  of 
Great  Briuin  would  have  sunk  to  the 
lowest  state  of  depression.  He  begged 
therefore  to  be  always  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  steady  and  faithful  admirers 
of  that  system  in  which  the  Orders  in 
Council  originated.  When  any  relaxation 
of  those  Orders  took  place,  it  bad  always 
been  on  the  principle  of  accommodating 
neutral  powers  as  for  as  was  consistent 
with  t^e  preservation  of  the  system  of 
coercing  France  to  the  abandonment  of 
that  unjust  and  unjustifiable  system  by 
which  she  was  endeavouring  to  exclude 
British  eonuBtrco  from  the  wholn  world* 
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-  With  respect  to  the  blockade  of  1 806,  now 
eontended  against  by  Americaj  the  fact 
was,  that  for  a  long  period  after  its  insti- 
tmion,  it  was  wholly  oncoroplained  of  hy 
the  government  of  the  United  States;  it 
existed  for  three  years,  not  only  without 
an  adverse  representation  respecting  it  on 
the  part  of  that  government,  but  actually , 
with  a  special  representation  in  its  favour, 
made  by  the  American  minister  at  the 
court  of  London.  It  was  a  measure  on 
the  legitimate  nature  of  whicli  all  political 
parties  in  this  country  agreed.  Origina- 
ting  in  Mr.  Fox's  administration,*  the  jus- 
tice of  it  had  been  maintained  by  every 
government  down  to  the  present  day.  It 
rested  on  the  ordinary  and  acknowledg- 
ed principle  of  maritime  law,  viz.  that 
the  power  by  which  it  was  instituted, 
possessed  a  force  capable  of  maintaining 
It.  He  felt  it  to  be  due  to  the  character 
of  Mr.  Fox  to  state  that  he  did  not  insti- 
tute that  blockade  until  he  had  written  to 
the  Admiralty  to  know  if  they  could  sup- 
port it  by  an  adequate  naval  force,  and  it 
was  only  upon  their  answer  in  the  affir« 
mative  that  the  measure  was  resorted  to. 
He  might  also  add,  that  in  its  execution  a 
sufficient  number  of  ships  were  employed 
to  redeem  it  from  any  question  even  on 
the  principle  admitted  by  America  her- 
self, and  by  every  other  nation  in  the 
universe.  On  this  point,  therefore,  be 
trusted  that  the  character  of  this  country 
stood  on  a  ground  wholly  unimpeachedf. 
The  question  which  remained  to  be  consi- 
dered, and  indeed  by  far  the  most  important 
question,  was,  that  which  related  to  the 
right  of  this  country  to  impress  British 
seamen  found  on  board  American  mer- 
chant ships.  He  was  sure  that  the  House 
must  be  sensible  that  no  question  could 
be  more  closely  interesting  to  the  coontrv, 
touching  as  it  did  upon  one  of  the  main 
•features  of  our  security,  the  support  of  our 
naval  power.  He  would  consider  the  ge- 
i^eral  course  adopted  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  on  this  subject,  and 
would  refer  to  the  several  overtures  made 
by  them  upon  it,  in  one  point  of  view.  In 
^oing  this,  he  should  have  occasion  to  ad- 
Tert  to  two  letters  from  Mr.  Russell,  fol- 
lowed by  one  from  the  American  agent  at 
Bristol,  and  to  the  further  discuasiona  on 
the  subject  which  took  place  in  America 
between  sir  J.  B.  Warren  and  the  Ameri- 
can Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs ; 
and  the  House  would  determine,  on  a  viiftw 
of  the  whole  together,  whether  or  not  the 
oonr^  wioptod  by  hU  Mi|ieity'a  gOTem- 


ment  was  entitled  to  their  approbation. 
In  l6oking  at  this  most  important  question 
(and  certainly  a  more  important  qoestton 
to  this  country  was  never  agitated),  it 
might  not  be  inexpedient  to  enter  into  a 
comparative  examination  of  the  claims  of 
the  two  nations,  and  of  the  temper  in 
which  those  claims  had  been  respectively 
urged.  He  would  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  under-rate  the  inconveniences 
which  the  Americans  sustained,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  assertion  of  the  right  of 
search.  All  neutral  nations  moat  woSkt 
more  or  less  from  the  exercise  of  tuch  a 
right  on  the  part  of  a  belligerent.  Bat 
while  he  admitted  that  America  unques- 
tionably suffered  this  inconvenience,  and 
whilip  he  allowed  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  was  perfectly  jnatifiable 
in  endeavouring  to  preserve  American  ci- 
tizens as  much  as  possible  from  the  pres* 
sure  of  it,  he  maintained  that  that  govern- 
ment ought  to  have  recollected,  that  the 
exercise  of  the  right  itself  was  not  merely 
a  convenience  to  Great  Britain,  but  bc^ 
longed  to  her  very  conservation  as  a  state; 
and  that  the  abandonment  of  it  woold 
not  have  been  merely  inconvenient,  but 
would  have  proved  vitally  dangerous  if 
not  fatal  to  her  securitjr.  As  a  natioo, 
therefore.  Great  Britain  was  amply  juati- 
iied  in  insisting  upon  that,  the  relinquish* 
ment  of  which  would  have  shaken  the 
foundations  of  her  power.  We  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  consider  the  queatioa 
with  other  feelings,  and  with  greater  tena- 
city- than  America,  towards  whom  it  did 
not  threaten  the  loss  of  freedom  or  aafety, 
but  merely  the  inconvenience  of  a  small 
portion  of  her  citizens,  from  the  juatezer- 
cise  of  the  tight  of  a  belligerent  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  In  another 
pointof  view  also,  the  American  goveni* 
ment  ought  to  have  been  assured  that  this 
object  was  pursued  by  Great  Britain  n 
her  own  defence,  and  not  with  any  ob* 
jects  of  inordinate  ambition.  He  trusted 
that  he  should  not  be  considered  illiberal 
in  declaring,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
American  government  had  proatitnted  ita 
character,  by  taking  a  tone  on  this^quos- 
tion  unfounded  in  reason  and  good  sense* 
and  only  calculated  to  produce  prejadksas 
in  America,  incompatible  with  the  Ihtnva 
harmony  of  the  two  countries.  Let  tbo 
subject  be  feirly  examined,  and  be  was 
sure  that  no  rational  or  unprejudiced  mind 
would  say  that  it  was  possibte  the  object 
was  such  to  us  as  to  induce  the  British  g«K 
vemmant  to  do  any  thing  uvaiUfiablo  for 
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iu  alUinuent.  The  ffoveroment  of  the  [ 
United  Stales  contended  that  Great  Britain 
bad  used  etery  ipeciei  of  oppression  to- 
wards the  American  seamen^  assaming 
tnoft  wrongfolly  that  OTery  individual 
taken  by  the  British  cruisers  ool  of  an 
American  ship  mast  necessarily  be  an 
American  subject.  That  this  was  not  the 
fact  would  appear  upon  a  frimajbcie  witw 
of  the  case.  The^  Americans  assumed, 
that  Great  Britain  had  impressed  15  or 
20,000  American  citisens.  He  entreated 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  that  which 
he  was  about  to  state.  He  would  not 
pretend  to  come  exactly  to  the  truth, 
but  he  would  approach  so  near  to  it, 
as  to  enable  parliament,  and  to  enable 
America  herself,  to  judge  whether  the 
actual  and  immediate  raloe  of  the  ob* 
ject  in  question  was  such,  and  whether 
that  object  was  so  imperatively  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  ot  the  maritime  poWer 
f>f  Great  Britain,  as  to  induce  the  British 
^government  to  risk  all  the  soreness  and 
irritation  that  had  taken  place  between 
the  two  countries,  on  that  account,  instead 
of  getting  rid  of  thai  bone  of  contention 
which  prevented  the  cordial  friendship 
and  co«t>peration  so  desirable.  It  was  im- 
possible to  believe  that  for  such  a  paltry 
and  miserable  object  as  that  which  he  was 
about  to  state,  the  Bridsh  government 
could  have  shewn  themselves  insensible 
to  the  great  interests  of  the  state,  and 
plunged  the  cbuntry  into  a  war  for  its 
attainment.  Having  premised  this,  he 
wojold  proceed  to  inform  the  House,  that 
so  far  from  our  having  15  or  20,000  Ame* 
rican  seamen  in  our  service,  it  did  so  hap« 
pen  that  at  two  distinct  and  recent  periods 
the  Admiralty  ascertained  how  many  of 
the  145,000  seamen  actually  employed  in 
the  British  service  professed  themselves 
entitled  to  be  discharged  as  American  ci- 
tizeni.  And  here  he  must  observe,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  put  the  question  at 
issue  on  a  point  of  view  more  favourable 
to  the  assertion  of  the  American  govern- 
ment,  because  every  individual  who  had 
the  slightest  pretext  for  doing  so  would 
make  a  claim,  the  immediate  result  of 
which  might  to  him  seem  likely  to  lead  to 
liberty,  and  to  the  means  of  engaging  in  a 
iervice  more  lucrative  than  that  of  the 
British  navy.  What  were  the  returns? 
In  January,  1811,  the  whole  number  out 
of  the  145,000  who  claimed  to  be  Ameri- 
can subjects  (and  let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  justice  of  the  claim  rested  on  their 
mpla  duulaiatioo)  was  3|500.    Wboo  » 


similar  application  was  made  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  present  year  (a  consi- 
derable number  having  been  discharged 
in  the  mean  time),  the  return  was  less  by 
several  hundreds.  Bnt  although  3,500 
individuals  asserted  their  claim  to  dis- 
charge on  the  ground  of  their  being  citi- 
zens of  America,  the  House  must  be  in« 
formed,  that  on  ordinary  occasions,  it  was 
found  that  the  proportion  of  those  who 
could  establish  their  claim  on  anv  tolera* 
ble  ground  whatever,  in  cases  of  exami* 
nation,  uras  about  one  in  four.  Let  it  be 
supposed,  however,  that  one  half  of  the 
number  so  claiming,  really  were,  or  esta- 
blished themselves,  by  proof,  to  be  Ame- 
rican .citizens.  It  would  follow,  that  id 
the  great  extent  of  our  nav  v,  there  were 
16  or  1700  individuals,  who  were  there 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, and  who  had  some  rational 
ground  for  demanding  their  liberation,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  subjects  of  the 
United  Slates.  Now,  could  the  House  be- 
lieve that  there  was  any  man  so  infatuated 
—or  that  the  British  empire  was  driven  to 
such  straits,  tha^  for  such  a  paltry  consi- 
deration as  1,700  sailors,  his  Majesty's 
government  would  needlessly  irritate  the 
pride  of  a  neutral  nation,  or  violate  that 
justice  which  was  due  from  one  country 
to  another  ?  He  trusted,  that  when  Ame* 
ricaduly  considered  the  subject,  she  would 
see  that  Great  Britain  could  have  no  illicit 
reason  whatever  for  her  conduct;  and 
that  the  object  of  Great  Britain,  in  insist- 
ing upon  the  right  of  search,  was  not  to 
acquire  American  seamen,  but  the  much 
broader  and  more  impotant  one  of  guard- 
ing herself  from  being  deprived  of  her 
own.  He  must  be  permitted  to  say  (and 
in  saying  it  he  meant  no  undue  oflfence  to 
the  American  government),  that  nothing 
had  appeared  in  the  councils  or  conduct 
of  the  United  States,  with  respect  to  the 
large  interesU  of  the  world  at  this  most 
important  period,  to  inspire  this  country 
with  confidence,  or  to  justify  hu  Ma* 
jelly's  government  in  putting  the  interesta 
of  Great  Britain  into  the  hands  of  the 
American  government,  with  the  expecta« 
tion  that  they  would  be  maintained  with 
friendship  and  fidelity.  Nevertheless,  so 
mitigated  bad  been  the  conduct  of  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  government  on  the  point  in  quea- 
tion,  that  the  Admiralty  had  always  di* 
rected  our  officers  not  to  press  'seamen 
professing  to  be  American«bom  who  were 
found  OB  board  American  vessels  with  cer* 
tificataa  signed  by  the  coUedor  of  thu 
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customs  of  an.  Amerioan  port^  ftnd  includ- 
ed in  the  ceriificate<l  lists  of  the  crew.  It 
vru,  however,  well  known  that  these  cer* 
tificates  were  readily  and  irandalently 
obtained,  and  granted  to  a  degree  per- 
fectly inconsistent  with  any  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  American  goTernment« 
Mid  of  the  American  officersi  to  counteract 
the  abuse  of  which  Great  Britain  com- 
plained. They  were  granted  with  a 
laxity  which  threw  a  deep  stain  on  the 
character  of  the  government  of  a  country 
professil^g  to  rank  among  civilized  na* 
liens.  In  two  of  the  principal  ports  of 
America,  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
the  system  of  obtaining  false  certificates 
from  the  collectors  was  so  disgracefully 
open,  that  in  the  former  of  those  ports  the 
collector  one  day  allowed  an  old  woman 
to  qualify  a  whole  host  of  seamen  for  re* 
ceiving  them,  by  swearing  that  she  knew 
they  were  American  citisens.  The  trans* 
action  proceeded  to  such  a  length  that  the 
very  clerk  remonstrated  against  its  base* 
ness,  and  appealed  to  the  collector  as  to 
the  pottible  credibility  of  the  witness. 
The  reply  of  the  collector  was,  that  it  was 
no  bosiness  of  his,  for  that  he  was  only 
ministerial  in  the  affiiir ;  and  the  old  wo- 
man continued  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  to  receive  her  two  dollars  for  every 
oath  that  she  took,  all  who  applied  to  her 
and  through  her  means  obtaining  certifi- 
cates. In  Philaddphia,  occurrences  of  a 
similar  nature  bad  taken  place,  but  be 
would  not  fatigue  the  House  by  detailing 
Ihem.  Certificates  were  also  frequently 
cransferrea  from  one  individual  to  ano- 
ther, and  became  as  much  matter  of  sale 
as  any  other  penonal  property.  So  much 
so  indeed,  that  afker  a  transfer  of  this  kind 
it  was  no  unusual  thing  to  see  produced 
by  a  person  of  colour,  a  certificate  for  his 
protection,  describing  him  to  be  of  fair 
complexion,  light  hair  and  blue  eyes! 
But  the  question  did  not  rest  on  this  view 
of  the  fraudulent  mode  of  granting  and 
obtaining  certificates.  Was  there  not 
aomething  in  the  practice  of  the  American ' 
government  which  laid  them  open  to  a 
jealous  suspicion  on  our  part,  even  if  the 
system  of  certificates  was  as  faithful  as  it 
eras  evidently  fraudulent  ?  Was  there  no- 
thing to  induce  Great  Britain  not  to  part 
with  the  means  of  doing  herself  justice  on 
Ihe  subject  ?  Did  America  admit  that  the 
aatnral  bomsubjeeu  of  this  country  were 
bound  to  give  their  aid  and  assistance  to 
their  natural  sovereiKn?  Her  conduct  dia- 
tinctly  denied  iu    She  heU  that  a  British 
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subject,  who  by  a  fiilse  oath  converted 
himself  into  an  American  cittaen,  or  wh» 
naturaliaed  himself  in  America  in  con- 
formity to  the  American  laws,  ceased  to 
owe  allegiance  to  the  king  of  hie  native 
country,  and  was  entitled  to  be  protected 
as  an  American  citiaen.  Coateniiplating 
all  these  circumstances,  looking  al  the  ge- 
neral spirit  manifested  by  the  goverwnent 
of  the  United  States,  looking  at  the  known 
frauds  of  the  certificating  system,  looking 
at  the  pretensions  of  the  Americas  legis- 
lature to  divest,  by  Naturalisation  Bills, 
British  subjects  of  their  allegiance  to  their 
sovereign,  so  far  from  being  enoouragedto 
throw  the  pointin  question  into  the  hands  of 
the  American  government,  it  behoved  this 
country  to  regard  any  such  propoeed  sur- 
render of  their  known  and  unalienable 
rights  with, jealousy,  and  to  consult  our 
own  security  before  we  gave  up  to  Ame- 
rica or  to  any  other  power  the  mcane  whiek 
we  possessed  to  defond  ourselves,  by  the 
exercise  of  a  right  which  never  had  been, 
and  never  could  be,  justly  qoestioiiedL 
He  would  proceed  to  consider  tho  mode  in 
which  America  urged  her  pretensions; 
and  would  show,  tint  the  government  of 
the  United  Slates  allowed  the  war  to  con- 
tinue to  rage,  not  because  Great  Britain 
would  not  enter  into  a  foir  discnseion  of 
all  points  between  the  countries  with  a 
view  to  their  amicable  adjustment,  bat 
because  Great  Britain  was  not  prepared  to 
concede  the  question  at  issue  as  oven  a 
preliminary  to  an  armistice.  And  here  he 
must  obser? e,  that  it  was  a  singular  fact  in 
diplomacy,  that  a  question  whicb  on 
former  discussions  bald  certainly  been 
brought  forward,  but  never,  down  to  the 
declaration  of  war,  in  the  tone  of  a  war 
question  bv  America,  was  unexpectedly 
placed  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  being  ac- 
tually the  first  proposition  in  the  Amariean 
declaration  of  war.  At  the  moment  that 
America  foimd  this  cmintry,  in  the  spirk 
of  her  usual  amity,  availing  herself  of  the 
opportunity  afibrded  her  by  France,  to  try 
whether  the  Orders  in  Council  could  not 
be  pat  on  such  a  footing  as  to  cease  to  b« 
injurious  to  AsMrican  commerca-^whan 
the  government  of  the  United  Stales  found 
that  we  had  revoked  the  Orders  in  Coon* 
cil,  and  that  the  blockade  of  IfiOG  was  no 
longer  In  operation,«-that  these  grounds, 
the  only  original  grounds  for  hostilitiaa^ 
were  removed  from  under  her,"*^that  go- 
vernment declared  that  unless  Great  Bri* 
tain  were  prepared  to  concede  the  point 
in  dispute  between  the  two  canotries  reta* 
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ttve  to  the  inpressment  of  leainen,  they 
would  persevere  in  war*  on  a  ground  which 
up  to  that  moaoent  bad  noTer  been  ad- 
duced at  a  threatened  caoae  of  hostility, 
Thb  was  evident  from  Mr.  Riisseirs  first 
note,  and  from  the  last  and  most  authorised 
conunanication  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir 
J.  &  Warren.  Mr.  Monroe  declared  that 
the  right  of  impressment  mo<«t  be  given  op 
by  the  British  goyernment,  and  that  any 
regulations  to  be  substitoted  foK^it  might 
be  the  subject  of  future  regulations.  Even 
were  the  two  countries  on  an  amicabie 
footing*  it  would  be  strange  for  the  one  to 
ask  the  other  to  put  it  in  possossion  of  a 
disputed  point,  while  the.  justice  of  that 
point  was  yet  controverting.     But  here 
the  two  countries  were  hostilely  engaged* 
and  America  declared  that  she  would  not 
suspend    the  war  unless    Great   Britain 
marked  her  sense  of  her  own  injustice,  by 
abandoning  that  which  had  been  the  sub* 
ject    of   dispute !     Never    was    there  a 
more  unreasonable  attempt  on    the  part 
of  one  power  to  dictate  to  another,   and 
that  too  under  circumstances  of  the  most 
olFensive  nature.     Adverting  to  the  recent 
negociation  with  Mr.  RusselJ^  he  observed* 
that  bis  Majesty's   government  did  not 
conceiTe  it  to  be  any  sacrifice  of  the  dig* 
siity  of  the  country,  not  to  allow  any  ques* 
iion  of  form  to  stand  in  the  way  of  that 
oegociation.     Mr.  Russell  possessed  no 
instrument  which,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  diplomatic  practice,  entitled  him  to 
claim  a  hearing  iirom  the  British  govern- 
ment ;   but  as  he  and  hb  colleagues  in  of- 
fice, had  no  doubt  that  the  letter  in   the 
possession  of  Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Ame- 
rican Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
although  not  professedly  written  by  com- 
mand of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States, 
was   transmitted  to  Mr.  Russell  with  his 
privity  and  consent,  they  were  not  dis- 
posed to  object  to  treating  with  Mr.  Rus- 
sell on  the  score  of  informality.    In  the 
second  communicatioQ  received  from  that 
gentleman,  he  distinctly  stated  that  he  was 
aothorisod  to  come  to  an  understanding 
with  the  British  government  on  the  points 
•Q  dispute  between  the  two  countries.     It 
was  not  too  much  to  expect  that  he  was 
Aimished  with  the  means  of  enabling  the 
party  to  whom  the  communication  was 
made  to  judge  in  what  sense  tbe  term 
*'  undersunding''  was  to  be  taken.    The 
noble  lord  said,  that  in  his  conversations 
with  Mr.  Russell,  however,  he  found  that 
such  information  was  not  to  be  obtained. 
When  thai  gentleman  seemed  to  depart 


from  the  ground  of  calling  on  the  British 
government  to  suspend  the  right  of  im* 
pressment  during  the  discussions  on  the 
subject,  he  (lord  C.)  was  anxious  to  know 
the  natuEe  and  extent  of  his  instructions 
and  authority,  and  this  Mr.  Russell 
avowed  with  the  utmost  fiiirness  and  can- 
dour. He  stated  that  he  was  not  directed 
by  his  government  to  insist  on  the  suspen* 
sion  of  the  practice  of  impressment  during 
the  discussions,  but  that  his  government 
required  to  have  a  clear  understanding 
with  the  British  government,  both  on  tho 
subject  of  the  impressment  and  on  that  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  before  tb^y  would 
consent  to  an  armistice.  When  be  a.<ked 
Mr.  Russell  if  he  was  clearly  instructed  as 
to  tbe  nature  of  tbe  expected  understand* 
ing,  that  gentleman  confessed  that  be  was 
only  instructed  to  require  a  distinct  underr 
standing.  Now  what  was  tbe  nature  of 
this  understanding  ? — nothing  more  nop 
less  than  that  the  British  government 
should  secretly  admit  that  which  was  re- 
fused to  be  conceded  openly,  viz.  tha^ 
Great  Britain  should  ultimately  be  tied 
hand  and  foot  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
right  of  impressment.  When  he  asked 
Mr*  Russell  what  were  his  positions  with 
respect  to  British  subjects  becoming  Ame- 
rican citizens,  and  whether  he  held  that 
the  allegiance  of  British  subjects  could  bo 
dissolved  by  the  American  government  t 
the  reply  was,  that  there  was  not  a  word 
in  his  instructions  on  that  point.  On  being 
oueationed  on  other  topics  of  the  most  or- 
dinary nature,  Mr.  Russell  suted  that  he 
had  an  opinion  of  his  own  upon  them,  but 
candidly  admitted,  that  he  was  not  in- 
structed on  the  subject  by  tbe  American 
Secretary  of  Sute,  When  he  (lord  Cas- 
tlereagh)  asked  him,  whether  he  had  any 
prqjetot  the  understanding  to  which  the 
government  of  tbe  United  States  were  di^ 
posed  to  come  ?*-he  replied,  that  he  ba4 
no  auch  prqjcL  Did  all  this  wear  the  sem- 
blance of  a  disposition  for  fair  discussion  ? 
He  felt  himself  therefore  bound  to  say, 
that  the  British  government  was  justified 
in  viewing  the  conduct  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  with  alarm  ;  and, 
without  shutting  the  door  to  negociation, 
in  taking  care  that  the  ancient  and  un- 
doubted rights  of  this  country  should  not 
be  called  into  question,  and  that  the  main- 
tenance of  those  righu  should  not  be  en- 
trusted to  any  other  power.  Such  would 
have  been  the  determination  of  his  Majes- 
ty's present  servants,  had  the  subject  been 
brought  under  their  consideration  for  the 
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first  time^  But  this  was  not  the  case; 
they  had  important  previous  lights  by 
which  to  guide  their  judgment.  He  coo* 
ceived  that  be  did  his  duty  no  less  to  Ante* 
rica  than  to  Great  Britain— he  conceived 
that  he  was    performing  the  part  of   a 

Seace^maker,  when  he  candidly  apprised 
In  Russell  of  the  relative  situation  of  the 
two  countries.  Imagining  that  he  per- 
ceived  in  the  conduct  of  Mr*  Russell,  in 
the  several  discussions  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  American  legislature^  and  in 
the  potest  entered  by  the  minority  in  that 
legislature,  a  disposition  to  believe  that 
the  facilities  for  settling  the  question 
«n  our  part  were  greater  than  they  ac- 
tually were,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  impress  on  Mr.  Russell's  mind,  that, 
although  the  British  government  were 
ready  to  listen  to  any  reasonable  proposi- 
tion from  America,  they  deprecated  the 
notion  that  it  was  not  a  question  of  great 
difficulty  itself,  or  that  it  might  be  auumed 
that  because  the  British  government  were 
disposed  to  concede,  and  anxious  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
America,  that  therefore  the  slightest  mo- 
tion on  the  part  of  America  would  be 
equal-  to  the  accomplishment  of  peace. 
In  fact  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
times  at  which  the  question  had  been 
agitated,  and  to  the  disposition  manifested 
by  the  British  government  to  settle  it,  was 
the*  inference  strengthened  that  it  was  a 
difficult  question.  In  1803,  during  lord 
Sidmouth's  administration,  the  propositioi^ 
of  adopting  some  substitute  for  th^  im- 
pressment was  discussed  with  such  temper 
by  the  British  government,  that  Mr.  Kuig 
wrote  to  his  own  government  in  the  con- 
fident expectation  that  the  affair  would  be 
arranged.  Lord  Liverpool  and  lord  St. 
Vincent  were  favourable  to  the  proposi- 
tion ;  but  when  it  was  submitted  to  the 
law  officers,  their  opinions  precluded  the 
government  from  carrying  their  inten- 
tions into  effect.  The  proposition  was 
renewed  in  lb07,  under  auspices  which 
he  (Lord  'C.)  had  strongly  impressed  on 
Mr.  Russell's  mind,  for  it  was  renewed 
when  America  believed  (though  it  was 
unjust  to  imagine  that  any  party  in  this 
country  was  inimical  to  America)  that  a 
party  peculiarly  friendly  to  her  was  in 
power.  The  negotiation  proceeded  be- 
tween lords  Holland  and  Auckland  and 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney ;  and  such 
were  the  hopes  entertained  of  a  favo^irable 
result,  that  the  American  commissioners 
were  induced  to  lay  no  less  than  three 
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distinct  prqfeti  before  the  British  govern- 
ment. All  these  prqfeu  underwent  aepa* 
rate  deliberation.  The  result  was,  that 
notwithstanding  the  eager  dispoaltion  of 
the  British  government,  and  the  labour 
and  good  faith  of  lords  Holland  and  Auck* 
land,  such  were  the  difficulties  that  arose 
when  the  details  came  to  be  entered  into, 
that  the  British  government  were  obliged 
to  declare  to  the  commissionen  that  all 
their pro^  were  inadmissible;  and  that 
the  treaty  must  proceed  to  a  conclosioa 
without  including  any  arrangements  with 
respect  to  the  impressment.  He  men- 
tioned this,  not  to  sKow  any  kostiiity 
against  a  modification  of  th^  existing  sys- 
tem, but  to  prove  that  the  problen  was 
not  of  such  easy  solution  as  to  warrant 
America  in  indulging  the  expectation  that 
she  should  be  able  to  dictate  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  principle  under  the  menace 
of  war.  The  various  negotiations  on  the 
subject  had  been  conducted  with  the  ut- 
most temper  and  moderation,  but  it  seem- 
ed probable  that  it  never  could  be  settled 
with  the  complete  relinquishment  of  the 
right  of  search.  It  was,  therefore,  that  he 
endeavoured  strongly  to  impress  on  Mr. 
Russeirs  mind,  that  so  far  from  there 
being  any  probability  of  a  settlement  of 
the  question  under  any  angry  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  it  was  one 
which  would  be  difficult  of  determination 
under  any  circumstances ;  and  that  it  was 
the  evident  policy  of  America  to  terminate 
the  war  as  soon  as  she  could^  and  not  en- 
deavour to  drag  on  or  force  Great  Britain 
into  an  acquiescence  in  her  wishes  which 
could  never  be  allowed.  Reverting  to  the 
assertion  of  the  American  government^ 
that  the  impressment  of  seamen  was  the 
question  on  which  the  two  countries  were 
at  war,  he  expressed  his  desire  to  know  in 
what  part  of  America  the  government 
would  find  a  feeling  correspcmdent  with 
their  own  ?  If  any  such  existed,  surely  it 
would  be  in  the  maritime  states,  who 
alone  could  suffer  by  being  deprived  of 
their  seamen.  But  in  fact,  in  what  part 
of  the  Union  was  to  be  found  a  temper 
indignant  towards  Great  Britain  i  Was  it 
in  the  agricultural  southern^— in  the  mora 
retired  states  of  the  Mississippi  i  Or  was 
it  in  the  eastern  commercial  and  maritime 
states^  possessing  ships  and  sailors,  and  on 
whom  consequently  our  practice  operated 
in  full  force  ?  So  far  was  the  war  fi^m 
being  popular  in  these  last,  that  it  waa 
most  loudly  cried  out  against ;  and  par- 
ticularly on  that  ground  of  suppoeod  irra- 
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MUNI !  That  the  eonikwt  of  Mr«  Madifon 
in  embarkiog  in  the  war  was  strongly  d«s- 
approvad  in  the  eaatern  itates  oi  Ame* 
rica  was  evidant  by  hit  not  hmvlng  bad  a 
siagte  Toie  from  those  states  for  again 
raising  bini'  to  the  presidency.  Hav- 
ing thes  endeavoer^  to  shew  diat  in  the 
w£ole  course  persoed  towards  Aanerica 
the  Britbh  goremoient  were  not  charge- 
able with  want  of  temper  and  doe  for- 
beairsBoe,  he  mtgpht*  perneps»  hear  it  said 
that  they  were  c^geable  with  not  having 
pressed  America  with  suficient  vigour. 
it  woold  oecepy  too  Duoh  of  tlie  time  of 
the  Hease  were  he  on  the  present  oecasion 
to  enter  into  any  details  on  the  sobject,  or 
to  explain  the  views  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's gowrnnent  were  inflaenoed  in  the 
apportienment  and  application  of  the  mili- 
lary  means  of  the  country  .—This  wovid 
be  a  fit  subject  for  fuiove  disciMeD,  and 
be  profeiaed  hhnself  to  be  ready  to  meet 
it  whenever  it  should  be  regolarly  brought 
before  the  House.  But,  without  wis bing 
to  provoke  any  observations  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  he  might  perhaps  be  per- 
tnitted  to  make  a  few  remarks  which  ap- 
peared to  tiim  to  be  ef  a  satbfectory 
aatnre.  His  Mafesty's  governatent,  down 
to  the  period  of  the  commencement  of  bos- 
tiiities^  bad  certainly  never  drawn  our 
military  forces  from  other  services,  with 
a  iriew  of  accumulating  the  means  oJF  war 
in  America.  They  had  merely  thought 
it  their  doty  to  provide  adequate  means  of 
defence  in  that  garter.  The  declarstion 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  American  go- 
vemasent,  was  not  more  unexpected  at 
the  time  it  took  place,  than  it  was  at 
toveral  periods  of  the  oegociation.  Our 
minister  in  America,  in  communicating 
that  occuivenoe  to  the  British  government, 
declared  that  it  was  entirely  unexpected 
by  him  and  by  the  Americans  themselves. 
As  earljr  however  as  May  last,  unwilling 
to  deceive  themselves  with  respect  to  the 
probable  issue  of  the  negociation,  bis  Ma- 
}esty'a  government  gave  the  necessary 
ordera  to  the  various  officers,  and  toec 
measures  to  reinforce  the  army  «id  navy 
in  America,  as  far  as  was  consislent  witn 
other  services.  If  some  might  think,  that 
sabaeqaently  a  doe  decree  of  active  hosti- 
lity had  not  been  exhibited,  he  should  be 
ftadv,  in  all  humility,  to  (;ive  his  reasons 
for  thinking  the  imputation  tmfeunded^ 
mid  for  preferring  the  employment  of  our 
forces  on  certain,  rather  than  on  contin- 
gent objects.  Penevering  in  the  princi- 
ple of  eoaciKatiag  rather  than  in  irritating 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


th^  Americans,  government  adopted  a  de- 
fonsive  rather  than  an  oflensive  warfare 
towards   them.      Without    wttiidrawing 
any  of  our  force  from  the  peninsula,  we 
had  been  kbie  successfully  to  defend  Ca« 
nada,  and  to  prevent  any  one  of  our  valo* 
able  fleets  from  falling  a  victim  to  the 
sudden  eruption  of  a  war,  the  monient  of 
the  declaration  of  which  was  chosen  by 
the  enemy.    If  it  were  contended  that  the 
blockade  of  the  American  ports  vras  not 
sufficiently  early,  he  would  reply,  that  it 
was  not  deemed  an  advisable  policy  to  in- 
stitute that  blockade  immeoiately  after 
the  declaration  of  war;    first,  because 
that  vrouM    have   been    to  punish    our 
allies,  who  were  obtaining  their  requisite 
supplies  by  those  outlets;  secondly,  tie* 
caase  there  were  many  American  mer- 
chants who  had  porcbased  goods  in  this 
country  onthefoitn  of  their  being  alk>wed 
to  import  them  ioto  the  United  Sutes.    hk 
contemplating  the  whole  course  of  con- 
duct adopted  by  government  in  this  af- 
fair, he  trusted  he  should  not  be  accused  of 
arrogance  ibr  declaring  that  he  saw  no* 
thing  of  which  he  repented,  or  which  ha 
wished  retracted.    While  they  had  ma* 
nifosted  an  anxious  desire  on  all  occasions 
to  modify  their  measures  in  such  a  way  aa 
should  be  least  offensive  to  neutral  powers, 
he  defied  any  one  to  lay  his  finger  on  any 
part  of  their  conduct,  by  which  they  bad 
sacrificed  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
country.     If  they   bad  been  unable  to 
avoid  war,  tiiey  had  at  least  given  the 
country  a  good  cause  of  war,  and  had 
sacredly  guarded  all  her  privileges.    For 
America,  he  confessed  that  he  deeply  la* 
mented  the  injory  which  her  character 
had  sustained  by  the  conduct  of  her  go- 
vernment; it  was  conduct  unworthy  of 
any  state  catling  itself  civiliaed  and  free* 
The   hostility   of  America  towards  the 
powers  of  Europe  who  were  stroagling  to 
reprcRS  the  ambition  of  France,  had  pre- 
cipitated   her   from    the   eminence    on 
which  she  bad  heretofore  stood ;   and  if 
any  thing  could  lower  her  still  more  in 
the   coo!  judgment  of   every  reflecting 
mind,  it  was  the  moment  which  she  had 
selected  to  throw  her  weight  into  the  scale 
of  French  influence— it  was  on  the  eve  oJF 
receiving,  through  the  communication  of 
the  British  government,  that  most  ofiensive 
paper  of  the  duke  of  Bassano's,  which  me- 
naced every  country  that  would  not  ac- 
quiesce in  the  dengns  of  France.    As  for 
as  Great  Britain  leas  eoncemed,  it  seemed 
as  if  America  was  unpati«at  to  get  into 
(SR) 
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the  war ;  otherwise,  after  waiting  so  toog* 
she  would  assuredly  l^ave  waited  t^ie  re- 
sult.of  the  deliberatioRSof  that  House*  cer* 
tainly  sanctioned  by  a  great  portion  of  the 
communiiy,  on  the  expediency  of  perse- 
▼eriog  in  the  Orders  in  Council,    It  was 
•  Ro  answer  to  say  th^t  it  was  in  wn  to 
wait  for  sentiments  which  had  already 
been  often  and  distinctly  expressed ;  for 
although  the  British  government  might 
have  still  maintained  the  right  in  which 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  founded,  the 
question  of  commercial  expediency  might 
induce  a  different  practice,  reserving  the 
right.    The  American  government  there- 
fore had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  [would  not  end  in 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders ;  but  if  there 
was  nothing  else  to  be  considered,  let  the 
House  consider  the  situation  of  the  rest  of 
£urope  at  the  moment,  when    America 
threw  her  power  (power  in  the  sense  of 
«mbarcassment)  into  the  scale  of  France. 
It  was  at  the  moment  when  Buonaparte 
iiad  declared  his  intention  of  invading  and 
•ubdning  by   arms,  every    country    that 
9vould  not  submit  to  receive  his  commer« 
cial  regulations,  and  to  become  the  instru- 
inent3  of  his  will-«it  was  at  the  moment 
when  a  large  Frepch  army  was  assembled 
on  the  confines  of  Russia,  and  when  Buo- 
oapart6  was.  proceeding  to  lead  them,  in 
the  sanguinary  expectation  (an  expecta- 
tion so   happily  defeated)  of  compelling 
the  whole  world  to  adopt  bis  measures — it 
was  at  that  moment  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  with  an  unexampled 
degeneracy  of  feeling,'  thoueht  it  consist* 
ent  with  the  character  and  interests  of 
America  to  associate  herself  with  France 
in  the  ba^B  and  violent  attempts  of  the 
latter.    Was  this  a  country  entitled  to 
hold  the  language  of  independence,  or  to 
talk  of  abolishing  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  others  ?  Was  this  the  standard  of 
American  principle  and  American  prac- 
tice  on  the  great  question  .whether  the 
world  should  be  governed  by  iu  ancient 
laws,  or  by  the  arms  of  France  ?  Was  the 
moment  when  the  American  vessels,  burnt 
by  the  French,  were  yet  seen  smoking  on 
their  coasts,  the  moment  for  indulging  in 
oblivion  of  all  the  insults  and  injuries  that 
America  had  received  from  France,  and 
of  embracing  France  in  the  bonds  of  a 
strict  amity  ?  If  ever  there  was  an  event 
to  which  the  most  pregnant  circumstances 
gave  a  character  of  peculiar  reprebensi- 
bility,  the  decision  of  America  was  that 
event.    With  respect  to  the  delay  in  the 


poblieation  of  the  declaration  of  his  Ms* 
jesty,  in  answer  to  that  of  the  AmericsD 
government,  it  wasoccasoned  by  the  hope 
that  America  might  still  become  sensible 
of  her  error.  Thus,  had  he  touched  oo 
all  the  points  to  be  considered.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  not  suppose  that  it  wu 
merely  the  conduct  of  bis  Majesty's  go- 
vernment on  which  they  were  to  pro- 
nounce. Unquestionably  he  hoped  that 
their  conduct  had  been  strictly  honoorable, 
and  that  parliament  would  so  consider  it 
But  the  great  question  was,  whether  or 
not  the  war  with  America  was  jostifiable 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  and  whether 
or  not  the  House  would  pledge  tbemselrei 
to  maintain  it  with  vigour.  He  bad  do  he- 
sitation in  laying  his  hand  on  bit  heart, 
and  declaring  that  as  he  was  satisfied  that 
every  justifiable  means  had  been  retorted 
to  in  order  to  avoid  hostilities,  so  be  was 
no  less  persuaded  that  a  vigorous  proseco- 
tion  of  the  contest  would  be  the  surest 
mode  of  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  and  soc* 
cessful  termination.  The  noble  lord  con* 
eluded  by  moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  preseoled 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
acquaint  his  Royal  Highness  that  we  hare 
taken  into  our  consideration  the  pap^^ 
kid  before  us  by  bis  Roval  Highness  s 
command,  relative  to  the  late  discossions 
with  the  government  of  the  United  Statei 
of  America : 

"  That,  whilst  we  deeply  regret  ihe 
failure  of  the  endeavours  of  bis  Bop 
Highness  to  preserve  the  relations  of  pc^ 
and  amity  between  this  country^  and  the 
United  States,  we  entirely  approve  of  the 
resistance  which  has  been  opposed  by  htf 
Royal  Highness  to  the  unjustifiable  pre- 
tensions of  the  American  goveromeoti 
being  satisfied  that  those  pretensions 
could  not  be  admitted  without  surrender- 
ing some  of  the  most  ancient,  ondoobted* 
and  important  rights  of  the  British  tstr 
pire :  * 

"  That,  impressed  as  we  are  with  tii«« 
sentiments,  and  fully  convinced  <^\^* 
justice  of  the  war  in  which  his  }^^^^ 
has  been  compelled  to  engage,  bis  Boy*| 
Highness  may  rely  on  our  most  sealo<^ 
and  cordial  support  in  every  in«**?'* 
which  may  be  necessary  for  proiecotms 
the  war  with  vigour,  and  for  bringfnf  >^ 
a  safe  and  honourable  termination. 
Mr.    Ponionbff.sAid,  that   though  the 


noble  lord  had  not  quoted  any  ^xp*^^ 

in  a  very  P^f'^, 
situation!  and  had  not  unfrequeotly  ^ 


of  his,  yet  as  he  stood 
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lirered  his  opinions  on  American  afiair«, 
the  allasions  made  to  him  by  the  noble 
lord  appeared  to  be  so  direct,  that  he  felt 
himself  now  bound  to  speak,  lest  he 
should  be  subjected  to  a  charge  of  incon- 
sistency. The  House  most  remember, 
for  they  had  often  heard  him  speak  on  the 
subject,  what  his  sentimenu  were  on  the 
Orders  in  Council.  From  the  commtnce- 
mencement  of  th«t  system  to  its  cotKlo- 
sioD,  be  had  ventured  to  foretel,  that  if 
persevered  in,  it  would  produce  hostilities 
between  the  two  countries.  And,  when 
bis  Majesty's  ministers,  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  that  House  and  of  the 
country,  thought  fit  to  revoke  those  Orders, 
be  had  expressed  his  conviction,  however 
•dverse  he  had^been  to  them,  and  bow- 
ever  pleased  be  was  at  their  revocation, 
that  the  measure  was  loo  tardy  to  prevent 
the  mischief  and  avoid  the  breaking  out  of 
war.  He  had  also  observed,  that  if  it  did 
not  prevent  hostilities,  and  if  America  ma- 
nifested an  angry  and  acrimonious  spirit 
towards  this  country,  or  persevered  in  an- 
Teasonable  demands,  he  would  be  a^ 
ready  to  oppose  any  unjustifiable  en- 
croachments attempted  by  her,  as  the 
firmest  friend  to  those  Orders  in  Council 
could  possibly  be.  The  noble  lord  had 
travelled  much  farther  back  into  the  his- 
tory of  the  Orders  in  Council  than  he 
wished  to  go.  There  was  now  no  ones* 
tioo  before  the  House,  founded  on  them. 
They  had  been  revokdd,  but  they  had  not 
produced  peace ;  we  were  at  present  in  a 
state  of  war ;  and,  from  every  thing  he 
could  collect,  on  a  subject  wholly  distinct 
from,  and  unconnected  with,  the  Orders 
in  Council.  The  noble  lord  said,  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  thought  his  Majesty's  ministers  were 
iairly  entitled  to  the  approbation  of  the 
House;  but,  whether  that  might  be  the 
fiict  or  not,  he  conceived  the  House  was 
bound,  at  present,  to  support  the  crown  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war;  and  he  con- 
fessed, for  his  own  part,  that  though  he 
might  animadvert  on  some  of  the  observa- 
vations  in  the  Address  moved,  and  on 
some  of  the  expressions  used  by  the  noble 
lord,  he  felt  no  disposition  in  bis  mind  to 
vote  against  the  general  proposition.  In 
the  first  place,  the  war  was  not  of  our 
making ;  the  crown  bad  not  declared  that 
war ;  the  American  government  had  de- 
clared it.  And,  thereiSre,  there  must  be 
m  strong  case  made  out,  fi>r  the  power 
which  sought  war  to  induce  them  not  to 
supporttheir  govemmcmt  In  tbe^uation  in 


which  it  had  been  placed,  or  refuse  their 
best  co-operation  in  aiding  it  to  repel  ag- 
gression.   The  lepers  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  House,  contained  a  variety 
of  letters' arising  out  of  the  negociatiort 
which  had  recently  taken  place  between 
the  two  dountries.     The  most  important 
subject  which  they  comprised  was  the 
question  of  impressment;   for,  as  to  the- 
Orders  in  Council,  in  a*  commercial  or 
political    point  of  view,  they  had  been- 
given  up  and  were  now  entirely  out  of  the 
case ;  they  were  given  up,  and  constituted^ 
no  ground  of  the  war  at  present  carried  on 
between  America  and  this  country.  From- 
these  papers,  three  particular  stages  o^ 
negociation  were  apparent,  to  which  he 
thought  the  attention  of  the  House  ought 
to  be  directed  ;  and  on  each  of  which  he* 
would  ofier  a  few  observations  and  deliver 
an  opinion  in  the  perfect  spirit  of  candour 
and  fairness.    The  first    stage  was,  the' 
overture  made  by  Mr.  Rossell  to  the  noble- 
lord  for  an  armistice,  with  the  understand* 
ing,  that,  *  during  its  continuance,  there 
was  to    be   a  negociation   between  thir 
country  and  America,  on  the  subject  of 
impressment,  and  that,  while  it  was  pend- 
ing, the  right  of  impressment  should  be 
waived.''     Now,  in  bis  apprehension,  this* 
negociation,  bad  the  overture  been  agreed 
to,  would  have  taken  place  under  circum* 
stances,  which  might  have  induced  the 
American    government  to  believe    thai 
this  country  was  disposed  to  recede  farther 
than,  in    his  opinion,    she    ought,  from 
her  just  rights;    and    therefi>re,    if   he 
had  stood  in  the  noble  lord's  situation,  he 
would  not  have  agreed  to  the  overture,  or 
concluded  the  armistice  on  such  terms. 
The  next  proposition  was,  that  though  no* 
formal  or  regular  recognition  should  take 
place  between  the  two  countries,  as  to  the- 
suspension  of  the  disputed  right,  yet  a 
secret  understanding  of  that  kind  should 
be  preserved  on  the  subject  by  the  respec- 
tive governments,  till  the  matter  in  con- 
troversy was  decided.     On  this  second' 
overture,  he  was  free  to  say,  he  would' 
have  acted,  had  he  been  so  situated,  ex- 
actly as  the  noble  lord   had  done.     He 
would 'not  have  consented  to  veceive  that 
overture.    The  secret  understanding— the> 
request  for  concealment— would,  m  the 
very  first  instance,  have  been  a  sufficient 
reason  with  him  to  reject  it-^The  third 
stage  of  the  negociation  presented  a  third 
overture,  on  which,  be  owned,  he  enter* 
tained  considerable  doubts.    This,  as  be    . 
undeietoed  it.fron  ibe  pap v^  was  the- 
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overture  madle  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  sir  Joiin 
Warren,  and  might  be  thus  described. 
*'  There  is  now/'  aaid  ih6  American  secre- 
tary of  stale,  ''  no  di&rence  sabsistine 
between  the  two  countries,  likely  to  lead 
to  a  continuance  of  warfafe*  except  this 
question  of  impressment ;  and  I  think,  if 
some  agreement  can  be  entered  into  on 
this  point,  all  minor  afiairs  may  be  easily 
settled,  and  a  peace  must  be  the  conse- 
quence/' The  objections  which  were 
made  to  the  two  former  o?ertures  could 
not  apply  to  this^  The  American  go?ern- 
ment  were  willing  to  negooiate  flagranie 
Ae^^o-r-while  this  country  was  freely  exer- 
cising its  accustomed  control.  "  We 
will,''  said  Mr.  Monroe,  "  give  up  both 
points ;  we  will  neither  require  an  arniis- 
tice  nor  ^  suspension  of  the  right  yon 
olaim,  and,  under  these  circumstances^ 
we  will  enter  into  negociation*''  What 
objection  could  there  be  to  this,  if  his  in- 
terpretation of  the  papers  was  well  found- 
ed«  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  he 
understood  rightly  the  construction  which 
vas  given  to  this  part  of  the  oorrespon* 
dence ;  for,  in  the  Declaration  afterwards 
pnUisbed  by  the  Prince  Regent,  it  was 
obserred,  as  a  reason  for  its  refusal :  "  It 
is  true.  Great  Britain  might  have  entored 
into  negociation,  without  an  armistice,  or 
a  suspension  of  the  right  to  impress ;  but 
then  she  was  required  to  do  it  on  ti^e  basis 
of  receiving  a  legislative  provbion,  from  a 
foreign  stato,  in  the  place  of  a  right  which 
she  had  long  been  accnstomad  to  exer- 
cise/' Now,  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
be  entertained  very  considerable  doubts. 
b  did  not  appear  to  him,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain abandoned  ber  righ^  merely  by  en- 
tering into  a  negociation  on  the  question. 
Was  It  a  general  proposition,  that  a  nation 
gave  op  a  right,  when  she  proceeded  to 
aegociate  respecting  its  exorcise  ?  If  such 
s^  proposition  as  this  were  trne,  tbeio  would 
he  no  such  thing  as  amicabio  negociation. 
Would  it  have  tollowed,  had  the  negotia- 
tion  been  prqoeedi^d  in,  that  you  must 
necessarily  accept  the  security  which 
America  might  oOer  ?  If  you  feared  that 
the- security  would  not  be  sufficient,  you 
might  have  spoken  thus  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  negociation,  and  guarded 
yourselves  against  it  at  the  very  entry-^ 
"  We  desim,  of  all  things,  the  restoration 
of  peace,  on  terms  satisfactory  to  both 
countries  ;  you  ptoposo  to  enter  into  a  ne- 
gociattntt  on  the  jufaject  of  the  right  of 
iaspressi  we  are  equally  willing  to  do 
ao;  btt^  if  yon  imngiiMA  hyogr  •iitef» 


ing  into  this  negoetsilion,  that  we  are 
disposed  to  abandon  the  right  in  diapote, 
without  the  most  perfect,  and  complete, 
and  decided  satisfaction ;  that,  in  giving 
it  op,  our  interests  and  honour  shall  be  as 
strongly  secured  as  thoy  now  are,  you  are 
very  much  deceif«d ;  and  therefore  do 
not  enter  into  the  negociation  with  us,  for 
we  will  not  surrender  our  right  without 
the  fullest  security." — Had  this  laognage 
been  used.  Great  Britain  could  net  have 
been  deceived ;  America  would  have 
known  her  situation  ;  and  the  right  would 
not  have  been  weakened,  in  the  ev.eot  of 
the  negociation  proving  unsuccessful.  That 
the  result  of  such  a  negociation  would 
have  been  amicable,  he  was  fsr  Irom  sup* 
posing ;  but,  if  America  had  formed  anv 
erroneous  ideas  as  to  the  temper  of  this 
country,  she  ought  to  be  told  so^  She 
ought  to  be  told  (although,  he  believed, 
there  was^  no  necessity  Iror  it)  that  Great 
Britein  never  would  abandon  her  right  of 
search  of  neutrals,  for  contraband  of  war, 
so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  ber 
dearest  interests.  If  America  oonceived 
that  she  bad  the  power  of  absolving  men 
from  the  allegiance  due  to  their  lawful 
sovereign,  and  of  making  British  subfecti 
American  citiaens,  she  ought  to  be  told 
that  such  a  principle  was  unreasonable 
and  unjustifiable,  degrading  to  England, 
subversive  of  her  interests,  and  therefore 
one  which  she  would  never  cease  to  op- 
pose. This  was  the  language  he  would 
nave  held  to  the  American  government, 
had  he  been. placed  in  the  noble  loid'a 
situation<^still  thinking  that  it  was  pea- 
sible  to  enter  into  some  negoctaftiQn  on 
the  onfortanate  subject  of  the  impress, 
without  any  abandonment  of  the  rights, 
interest^,  or  dignity  of  the  empire«»He 
would  ask  of  thoae  who  were  of  a  dtftrent 
opinion,  Was  there  ever  to  be  a  tormina* 
tion  of  war  between  tho  two  coootrim  ? 
Were  they  to  be  always  in  a  atom  of  hos- 
tility? He  hoped  »>t:  be  tmsted  th^r 
would  very  soon  be  raconniled  to  ea» 
other.  But  if  they  vtere  to  return  to  that 
state  of  amity  which  was  so  very  deaiimbie, 
by  what  means  was  the  change  to  be  ef« 
fected  ?  Was  it  not  through  the  medinm 
of  negociation?  But  what  was  the  con* 
duct  pursued?  Tim  noble  lord,  in  the 
papem  befoie  them,  mid— ^' We  are  ready 
to  receive  wy  propositiim  America  amy 
have  to  make  on  tma  subject,  but  .we  can* 
iiat  treat  with  bur  on  this  point«  for  we 
cannot  admit  her  basi^"  Now,  if  the 
noUo  hwdmrnrnt  bgr  tbiib  ^tM  tho  merit 
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act  of  negociatiiig  with  America*  iM«  • 

recogaition  of  this  btiia — ^if  it  followed, 

that  the  legislalivo  provision  of  a  foreign 

itate  not  to  naturaliee  British  sebjecls  mosl 

be  received  as  an  equivalent  for  our  giving 

«p  the  right  of  impreta,  the  moment  the 

negociation  waa  opeoed-i-then  he  would 

agree  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  lord»  thai 

it  would  nol  be  right  to  meal.    Bat  did 

the  noble  lord  mean  to  gothia  length;  did 

he  mean  to  refiiae  all  negoeiation,   al* 

though  it  might  have  the  e&ciof  pro* 

ducing  an  amicable  aettlemeni   of  the 

matter  in  dispute  ?    The  particnlar  aitoa* 

tion  of  the   Ameriean  (govemmeot  waa 

worthy  of  peenUar  aMention,  i*  reference 

to  this  part  of  the  aoWect.    That  gorero* 

ment  was  potseaaed  of  so  litUe  power,  waa 

ao  much  weaker  than  in  other  atatea»  thai 

it  coold  not  do  ihoae  acta  ef  its  own  will, 

which  in  all  other' coaatriei  were  perform- 
ed by  the  ezecative  body.    Therefore,  il 

you  have  any  negociation  with  the  Ame* 

rican  government,  it  mnsl  he,  in  a  certaki 
degree,  throagh  Cengreas,  through  the  le- 

gislature  of  the  atate.  The  American 
Preaident  could  not  enter  into  the  amalleal 
agreement  with  any  power,  nnlem  it  waa 
recognised,  or  conclude  a  treaty  without 
ita  being  ratified  by  two  thiraa  of  the 
CoDgreaa,  You  cannot»  therefore,  treat 
with  America  exactly  aa  you  do  with 
other  countries;  for  in  her  caae,  it  ia  im* 
posaible  to  avoid  havinff  aomething  of  le- 
gialative  enactment  and  interference*  If 
the  nohle  lord  only  underatood  the  poaition 
in  thia  defined  and  contracted  view,  that 
England  waa  not  to  give  op  an  important 
right,  for  the  contingent  li^slative  provi- 
sion of  another  atate;  then  he  thought  he 
wu  perfectly  correct  For  he  would 
never  bind  down  this  coontrv  to  a  treaty 
with  any  nation  in  the  world  hj  which 
England  ahonid,  even  by  implication,  pari 
with  a  trainable  right  for  a  promised  legia* 
lative  proviaion.  Bot,  if  it  were  intended 
in  a  general  nnd  extensive  aense,  that  no 
aegociatton  wooU  he  entered  into  on  the 
subject,  then  he  diaapproved  entirely  of 
the  principle.  For,  when  the>[  came  to 
negociate,  it  must  be  on  this  point,  othei^ 
wise  there  nerer  could  be  peace.  They 
moat  go  to  diacossion  on  the  point  or  the 
war  muat  be  eternal. — ^The  noble  lord  had 
touched  on  another  autyect»  not  exactly 
connected  with  thia— -namely,  the  conduct 
of  the  war.  He  aaid,  the  government  were 
justified  in  the  course  they  had  pursued— 
that  they  were  innocent  at  leasts  if  not 

praian-wortbyy— The  right  hno.  mantle- 
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,  he  was  not  going  to  pronounce 
any  sentence  of  positive  condemn^on 
against  his  Majeaty'a  ministers ;  but  this 
he  would  say,  that  all  ha  had  heard,  and 
seen,  and  read,  of  their  conduct*  atemed 
to  have  contributed  more  to  the  ,qonti*^ ' 
nuance  than  to  the  termination  of  the  coo^ 
test.  The  noble  k>rd  aaid,  he  did  not  en^ 
pect  a  fevourable  conclusion  to  the  nego« 
ciatieo.  If  he  did  not,  had  lie  not  a  right 
to  have  been  prepared  to  prevent  those 
triumpha  which  the  Americana  had  gained 
at  sea?  Bid  the  noble  lord  believe  that 
those  successes,  accidental  in  a  great  do* 
gree.— (Hear,  hear!  from  the  Treaaory 
Bench.>— «' Ave !"  said  Mr.  Poosonbyv 
*'  accidenta],  hot  not  in  the  tense  which 
the  hon.  gentlemen  mean."  Did  the 
noble  lord»  he  repeated,  believe,  (bat  thoae 
aeccessea  would  not  have  the  effect  of 
stnengthening  the  war  party  in  America  I 
Would  they  not  eicutt  when  they  saw  our 
firigatea  made  the  prixe  of  their  marine  ? 
The  noble  lord  might  tell  the  Moaae»  that 
our  fleeU  were  employed  elaewhere.  But 
when  it  waa  recollected  that  America  had 
bot  three  or  four  frigates,  and  about  aa 
many  aloopa  on  theocean»  when  they  con» 
sidered  that  that  was  her  whole  force,  wai 
the  noble  lordprepared  to  say,  that  govern* 
ment  were  not  able  to  aflbrd  such  a  foitte 
from  the  Britith  navy,  aa  might  not  only 
cope  with,  bot  aweep  the  petty  fleet  of 
America  from  the  ocean  ?  If  thia  were  the 
ract»  then  France  had  reduced  our  navy  te 
a  atate  of  decrepitnde,  which,  on  his  con* 
acienoe,  he  had  never  believed  possible«-i» 
Having  delivered  these  aehtimenta,  it 
might  be  auppoaed  that  he  ought,  conse^ 
quently,  to  oppose  the  Address.  He  did 
not  feel  it  so;  and  he  would  briefly  atate 
the  motivea  which  determined  hia  conduct 
He  thought  the  present  state  of  things  ufaa 
producM  by  a  Tariety  of  irritating  cir* 
cumstanoea,  and  blameable  condoct^  on 
the  part  of  both  govemmenta.  Neither 
government  waa  free  from  censure  on  thia 
subject;  and,  he  believed,  there  were 
many  persons  in  America,  anxious  te 
carry  the  war  further  than  they  ought— >to 
continue  and  keep  up  this  spirit  of  discord 
between  the  two  countriea---4herefore,  ho 
feared,  that  if  he,  or  any  great  number  of 
gentlemen  were  to  oppoae  the  Addreaa,  it 
would  have  the  efiect  of  encouraging  thoae 
persons  to  make  demands  on  this  counuy, 
wconaistent  with  our  righu»  and  which 
he,  himaelf,  thooght  the  government  ought* 
not  to  grant.  He  was  desirous  not  to  have 
cwdqpt  miiaiuUratood :  if  he  werg 


6 to]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,      Addnsi  retpeciing  the  War  wkh  Anmka.      \QSS^ 
placed  in  a  predicament  either  to  vote  for  i  might  have  been  considered   as  seuled. 


an  Address  which  he  did  not  entirely  ap- 
prove, bat  from  an  opposition  to  which 
§reat  mischief  was  likely  to  ensue — his 
uty  bade  him  prefer  the  former  course. 
The  noble  lord  might  depend  upon  it  that 
wherever  he  had  any  influence  or  weight, 
he  would  support  his  king  and  the  just 
naritiffle  righu  of  England.  But  he  ex- 
pected, from  the  noble  lord  and  his  col- 
feagaes,  that  they  should  be  ready  to 
meet  the  American  government  amicably, 
on  the  points  which  occasioned  the  war, 
and  when  an  opportunity  arrived,  that  they 
would,  if  possible,  immediately  put  an  end 
to  it. 

Mr.  Bwing  said,  he  would  not  go  into 
the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  They 
were  dead,  and  nothing  need  be  ofifered  to 
the  House  upon  them.  Neither  would  he 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Li- 
cence Trade,  which  had  grown  out  of 
them,  but  was  now  abandoned,  and  given 
up  as  injurious  to  the  country.  He  was 
aware  the  sentiments  he  was  about  to  de- 
liver were  not  very  popular  in  that  House ; 
yet  his  sense  of  duty  would  not  allow  him 
to  witb-hold  them.  He  then  stated,  that 
be  did  not  believe  the  assertions  of  the 
noble  lord  were  correct,  that  the  Ame* 
rican  declaration  of  war  was  at  all  con* 
nected  with  the  state  of  Russia  and 
France,  which  bad  no  influence  on  the 
American  government.  They  looked  little 
to  European  politics  ;  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  read  the  papers  produced,  and  not 
aee  that  the  sole  cause  of  the  war  was  the 
Orders  in  Council.  This  was  evident 
from  one  of  the  very  last  dispatches  of 
the  noble  lord  himself  to  Mr.  Foster, 
which  was  to  be  communicated  m  txteMo 
to  the  American  government,  and  in 
which  he  was  directed  not  to  encourage 
the  most  distant  expectations  that  these 
Oirders  were  to  be  given  op,  while  in  fact 
they  were  repealed  before  the  dispatch 
reached  its  destination.  He  would  appeal 
to  that  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  who 
had  fulfilled  with  so  much  ability  the  in- 
structions he  had  received,  and  had  now 
a  seat  in  that  House,  whether  it  was  not 
his  opinion,  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  American  exe- 
cutive, that  an  earlier  sacrifice  of  these 
Orders  would  have  prevented  hosti* 
littes  ?  When  war  did  ensue,  it  was  true 
the  Declaration  did  not  set  forth  this  point 
*only,  but  recapitulated  a  great  many  other 
grievances,  some  of  them  old  subjects  of 
eompltint,    and   others  wfiich  perhaps 


This,  however,  was  always  the  case  on 
such  occasions,  and  such  declarationa 
were  rarely  confined  to  the  sole  point  at 
issue,  tie  had  heard  of  a  Spanish  decia* 
ration  of  war,  in  which  one  of  the  grounds 
of  offence  was,  that  the  English  Secretary- 
had  received  their  ambassador  in  boots* 
Yet  no  one  went  so  far  as  to  pronounce 
this  to  be  the  cause  of  the  war.  On  the 
suhject  of  blockade,  the  government  of 
both  countries  agreed  in  opinion.  The 
subject  of  impressment  was  now  the  only' 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  peace,  and  a  most 
important  one  it  was.  He  felt  strongly 
that  the  safety  of  the  country  would  be 
very  much  endangered  by  a  compromise 
of  this  right,  or  a  surrender  of  the  prin* 
ciple,  unless  some  substitute  could  be  de- 
vised, and  he  was  also  aware  of  the  very 
great  difficulty  of  such  substitute  being 
found.  But  Mr.  RusselPs  proposal  ought 
to  have  been  rejected  with  expressions 
more  conciliatory,  and  the  door  ought  not 
to  have  been  shut  so  abruptly  upon  nego- 
ciation,  with  a  phrase  about  maritimo 
rights,  such  as  there  were  always  plenty 
of  ready  for  use  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
Ofiice.  What  was  the  state  of  the  i  mpress- 
ment?  The  noble  lord  said  there  were 
about  1,600  American  seamen  in  our  ser^ 
vice,  but  had  not  noticed  that  there  were 
10,000  of  our  seamen,  in  the  service  of 
America :  at  least  ten  to  one.  He  stated 
this  to  shew  that  it  was  even  more  for  our 
own  interest  than  for  the  interest  of  Ame- 
rica to  call  for  and  court  negociation  apoo 
the  subject  of  an  arrangement  upon  tbia 
point.  To  shew  that  we  ought  not  to  shot 
the  door  upon  it,  but  look  anxiously  for  a 
settlement  With  respeet  to  the  Americaa 
certificates,  he  narrated  a  fact  which  bad 
happened  within  his  own  knowledse, 
which  shewed  that  in  this  also  it  was  m 
our  benefit  to  entertain  negociation  rather 
than  exclude  it.  In  an  American  ship,  in 
which  he  arrived  at  Portsmouth  harlMHir 
from  America,  a  person  came  on  board  to 
search  for  British  seamen.  All  the  crew 
produced  certificates  but  one,  who  waa 
carried  off  in  the  boat,  upon  which  the 
American  captain  burst  into  a  laugh,  and 
said,  <*  there,  they  have  taken  a  man  who 
was  never  before  out  of  Pensylvania  in 
his  life,  and  who,  thinking  nobody  could 
doubt  it,  did  not  take  the  precaution  of 
procuring  a  certificate,  and  have  left  three 
follows  who  have  not  been  six  months  oni 
of  a  man  of  war,  but  have  been  wiser  in 
this  reapect.'*    Thit  proved,  tiiat  if  Ame* 
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rica  did  not  call  on  U0»  it  was  oor  interest  f 
to  call 'On  America  to  come  to  a  definitive 
and  satisfactory  arrangement  on  this  head. 
Yet  there  being  even  1,600  Americans  in 
our  nary*  he  conceived  to  be  no  captious 
ground  of  complaint  to  an  independent 
state.     What  would  we  say,  if  1,600  of 
our  men  were  shut  up  for  life  in  the  ser- 
vice  of    America }     Would  it    not    be 
a  good  ground  for  calling  on  that  power 
for  redress  ?   This  was  a  matter  not  to  be 
settled  by  a  balance  of  population,  nor 
ought  it  to  be  looked  at  in  that  way;  on  the 
contrary,  it  loudly  called  for  a  settlement, 
by  negociation  and  amicable  discussion,  for 
the  quiet  and    benefit  of  both  countries. 
America,  in  calling  for  reparation,  in  bis 
opinion*  only  did  that  which  every  inde- 
pendent country  ought  to  do  for  itself,  and 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  noble  lord  (Cas- 
lereagh)  which  had  a  tendency  to  slop  the 
treaty  tn  Hmine  were  injurious  to  both  na* 
tions.    He  doubted  extremely  whether  an 
act  of  congress  could  amend  the  matter, 
but  even  if  no  plan  could  be  devised,  dis- 
cussion ought  to  be  allowed,  to  shew  that 
the  evil  was  without  a  remedy.     It  was 
true  that  the  two  oaths  of  identity  might 
be  evaded,  they  had  proof  that  they  often 
were  evaded,  but  still  they  ought  to  see 
what  could  be  done— and  he  thought  that 
«veD  discussion,  though  unsuccessful  in 
the  issue,  might  now,  as  in  the  case  of  lords 
Holland  and  Auckland,  have  done  much 
towards  a  settlement  of  ttie  question.  The 
difficulty  was  not  only  as  to  who  were,  but 
what    were   American    citizens,  and  al* 
tbongh  it  might  be  very  fine  to  say,  no 
man  could  shake  off  Ms  allegiance,  yet 
when  they  knew  that  many  men  were  na- 
turalized m  America,  that  principle  must 
be- departed    from.    Various  regulations 
might  be  adopted  to  lessen  the  evil.    He 
concei.v«d  it  would  be  right  to  abstoin 
from  imprening  on  the  American  coasts, 
and   that  when  persons  were  taken  else- 
where, the  ship  in  which  they  were  should 
on  its  return  to  port  make  a  return  of  their 
namea  to  the  American  consul,  in  order 
Ihat  proper  enquiry  might  be  made.     On 
the  other  band,  he  asked,  supposing  Ame- 
rica was  at  war  with  France,  and  this 
country  at  peace,  would  we  consent  to  all 
our  citisBens  being  impressed  who  could 
not  produce  certificates  ?  He  agreed  that 
Ao  proposal  had  beeo  made  to  government 
which  they  could  accept ;  ^but  contended, 
that  a  more    conciliatory  spirit    should 
kave  been  shewn,  which  would  have  sone 
Car  to  induce  America  to  put  an  end  to 
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the  war.    The  hon.  gentleman  then  ad« 
verted  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  which 
he  condemned  as  not  being  soflScientiy 
vigorous;  which  if  it  had  been,   it  would 
have  produced  such  a  state  of  distress  in 
America  as  would  have  led  to  an  inclina- 
tion for  peace.    The  conduct  of  the  war  it 
could  not  be  denied  was  intimately  con- 
nected wiih  the  question  of  its  continuance* 
All  that  had  yet  been  done  had  a  tendency 
to  prolong  the  contest.    The  loss  of  our 
frigates,  for  instance,  was  a  sore.  disap« 
pointmeot  in  this  country^    and   might 
tend  to  the  prolongation  of  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  America.    Such  circumstances 
strengthened  the  war  party  in  that  country 
and  rendered  the  state  of  hostilities  more 
popular  than  it  would    otherwise    have 
been.     Without    going    into    detail,    ha 
would  say  that  with  145,000  seamen  (in 
spite  of  all  that  had  been  advanced  by  an 
official  writer,    who  had    maintained    a 
news-paper  controversy  on    the  subjects 
under  the  signature  of  Nereus),  we  ought 
to  have  blockaded  the  whole  American 
force ;  for  which  there  never  was  a  coast 
more  favourable  than  that  of  the  United 
States.     The  Chesapeake  and  New  York 
presented    no    obstacles  to    unremitted 
blockade  ;   and  the  Delaware  and  Boston 
were  equally  assailable  in  this  way,  ex- 
cept for  a  short  space  during  the  winter 
otonths.     He  was  sure  no  part  of  the  coast 
of  France  presented  such  facilities.    Go* 
vernment  were  not  taken  by  surprise,  and 
yet  they  had  nothing  on  the  seas  to  meet 
half  a  dozen  American  frigates.-<^(Hear, 
from  ministers.)    He  did  not  know  where 
the  blame  attached ;  they  might  throw  it 
upon  their  officers,  but  he  was  sure  cen* 
sure  was  deserved  somewhere.    As  for  the 
excuse  set  up  of  our  forces  being  so  much 
employed  eliewhere-^these  were  military 
and  not  naval  forces,and  therefore  furnished 
no  excusefor  inefficiency  in  the  present  in« 
stance.     Of  the  latter  we  should  have  had 
a  sufficiency  disposable.    In  June  the  war 
commenced,  and  the  American  frigates 
cruised  without  interruption,   till  they  as* 
sembled    again     altogether    in    Boston, 
whence  commodore  Rodgers  sailed  again 
with  his  squadron  in  the  middle  of  Oc- 
tober.   There  were  also  great  complaints 
from  the  W^est  Indies  of  the  depredations 
committed  by  American  privateers.    For 
these  things  he  ceniored  ministers,  but 
concluded  by  bestowing  an  unmixed  tri- 
bute of  applause  on  the  sagacity  and  vi- 
gour displayed  in  the  defence  of  Canada. 
Mr.  K  T.  H.  PoUcr  (late  ambassador 
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to  the  United  States)  dedared  he  hid  at 
all  tinea  used  his  most  seatoas  endeavoars 
to  promote  peace  and  a  good  mideivtand- 
ing  between  the  coantriesy  and  be  deeply 
regretted  that  the  tiegociations  had  ended 
tn  hostility.     There  was  one  point  in  the 
ipeech  ot  the  bon.  gentleman  who  last 
addressed  them«  wiftch  he  fah  called  on  to 
'notice.     The  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
that  if  the  Orders  in  Council  had  been  re- 
pealed in  timeyhostiKliea  would  faa^e  been 
presented.    Bat,  besides  the  Orders   in 
Cooncil,    these   were    certainly   Tariooa 
grievances  dwelt   on  in    a  very  odious 
manner   by.  that   country;  (^ievances 
many  of  which  had  been  pretioosly  set- 
tled,) and  other  complaints  raised  about 
the  conduct  of  the  British  legation,  which 
he  need  not   say  to  this   House  or  thin 
country    were    altogether   unworthy    of 
cradit.    They  were  the  inventions  ot  that 
party  whose  overwhelming  influence  was 
the.soarce  of  all  the  differences  between 
the  countries.    He  was  not  therefore  able 
to  say  that  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
averting  them.    Their  repeal  might  have 
had  some  influence  with  the  government, 
but  he  did  not  think  the  government  was 
sofliciently  master  of  the  congress  to  be 
able  to  do  what  they  might  think  most 
beneficial  for  the  country.      From  the 
persons  at  the  head  of  amirs,  and  from 
Mr.  Monroe  in  particular,  he  had  ever 
received  the  utmost  civility  and  attention, 
and  he  believed  there  existed  no  indispo* 
aitfon  on  their  parts  to  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement of  all  matters  in  dispute  with 
Great  Britatn.    He  could  not  agree  with 
the  assertion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  that 
there  was  no  party  in  America  friendly  to 
France.      The    revolution  bad   made    a 
Itrong  impression  there,  and    numerous 
proselytes;  and  though  the  torn  which 
aflbirs  had  taken  in  France  might  have 
detached  the  better  part  from  them,  they 
were  yet  a  strong  party.    Nor  were  they 
the  only    party  favourable    to  war,  for 
there  was  also  an  Anti-Anglican  party, 
who  took  every  opportunity  to  embitter 
the  feelings  of  the  American  people  againft 
this  country,  and  foment  hatred  and  ani- 
mosity against  us.  The  House  might  trace 
the  workings  of  this  inimical  spirit,  from  a 
very  early  period.     When  we  oflered  to 
renew  the  treaty  of  1794,  U  was  this  spirit 
which  caused  that  offer  to  be  reje<;ted, 
and  the  party  who  held  it  to  be  injorioua 
prevaiieq  against  the  other,  although  it 


had  at  its  head  the  fl^eat  Washington. 
Again,  the  Treaty  of  Limits,  of  I80S«  was 
rejected  by  Mr.  Jeflferson,  from  the  pre- 
valence of  the  same  persons  and  princi- 
ples ;  and  he  traced  this  to  shew  the  an* 
tipathy  so  long  and  uninterruptedly  en» 
tertained  by  some  of  the  Americana  against 
this  co«itry.y  The  treaty  of  1806,  eon* 
eluded  between  Messrs.  Pinckney  and 
Monroe,  and  an  administratioD  m  this 
country,  sepposed  to  be  very  favoovmbie 
to  tbem,  was  not  ratified,  from  the  aame 
cause.  But  the  strongest  proof  thai  the 
American  government,  influenced  by  Una 
spirit,  were  ever  desirous  of  keeping  griev* 
ancea  alive,  was  to  be  found  in  the  matter 
of  the  Chesapeake  in  1 807.  The  moment 
that  unfortunate  affair  was  known  i*  this 
country,  reparation  was  offered  l»  be 
made,  but  all  that  could  be  done  wan  an* 
availing;  the  President  rejected  every 
atonement,  and  without  inquiry  issued  a 
proclamation  to  esdode  British  shipfmig 
firom  the  portib  of  the  American  States, 
and  continued  to  act  upon  it,  refeaiog 
ail  offers  to  repair  the  injory  done. 

With  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Conncit^ 
and  the  doctrine  of  blockade,  ho  aigltt 
notice,  that  at  one  time,  when  there  was  a 
probability  of  the  former  being  rescinded, 
as  appeared  from  the  letter  of  the  oaer* 
quia  Wellesley,  so  far  was  America  fiiMa 
meeting  it  with  a  corresponding  feeling, 
her  government  only  seemed  ansrifaea  to 
keep  alive  another  excuse  for  the  Non-tow 
pertation  Act,  and  for  this  purpose  tbey 
drew  from  the  dust,  where  it  hnd  lain  m 
three  years,  the  blockade  of  18U6,  whick 
had  never  before'been  complaitted  of,  end 
which,  at  the  moment  it  passed,  was  nea 
considered  as  injurious  to  the  imeiesla  of 
the  United  States  by  their  minister  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Pinckney  was  the  firsa  to 
produce  this  notable  expedient.  He 
wrote  to  know  if  that  blockade  still  exntcd, 
and  was  answered  by  lord  WeHealey,  that 
it  was  comprised  in  the  Order  of  1807. 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  again  wrote  far 
a  more  explicit  declaratioo,  atid  received 
a  more  particular  reply  in  1810.  From 
this,  the  blockade  was  brought  oat  as  a 
stumbling  block,  and  the  American  go* 
vemment  well  knew  that  we  could  net 
sacrifice  the  principle  on  which  it 
founded,  without  subverting  our  deai 
rights;  and  yet  they  inst^cted  Mr. 
Pinckney  to  demand  not  only  tha  repeal  ef 
the  Orders  in  Council,  but  tne  latifltquiaii- 
ment  of  the  blockades  of  1808-7  as  india» 
pensibkto  pacific  agreement. 
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Bran  up  to  tbe  present  fieriody  they 
found  America  always  anxious  to  keep 
alive  soneibing  of  ill-will  and  fefment ; 
and  why  she  went  to  war  in  1813,  rather 
than  in  1509j  it  was  impossible  to  say ! 
Indeedt  they  had  declarccl  then  (1809,) 
that  they  considered  themselves  entitled  to 
go  to  war  without  notice ;  and  had  since 
ao  incessantly  kept  up  the  cr^  of  the 
<'  wolf/'  that  no  one  woald  believe  they 
were  in  earnest  till  the  war  really  took 
place.  This  strange  disposition  he  as* 
signed  to  the  party  politics  and  party 
apirit  which  prevailed,  and  with  which 
America  had  more  to  dp  than  with  her 
foreign  relations.  Under  Washington  she 
WM  tcoe  to  her  own  interests,  and  con- 
tinoed  so  while  his  influence  sobsisted, 
even  after  he  had  descended  into  the 
grave.  Subsequently  to  this,  however,  his 
influence  subsided  and  a  new  system  en- 
saed*-the  party  at  present  in  the  controul 
of  afiairs  obtained  power,  to  the  retention 
of  which  they  had  directed  all  their  exer- 
tions ever  since.  For  this  they  procured 
a  majority  in  the  representation,  which, 
like  their  minority  in  the  country,  was  fic- 
titious. Their  majority  in  the  representa- 
tion was  founded  on  the  slavish  popula* 
tion,  and  this  was  well  known  to  be  a  very 
great  grievance  to  the  Northern  States, 
smd  the  white  people  who  inhabited 
them.  Bat  having  got  into  power,  this 
party  were  anxious  to  preserve  it,  which 
they  did  by  creating  new  states,  with  new 
representatives  of  iheir  own  sort,  atod  for 
aenaiors,  they  had  a  letum  of  them  from 
the  desert  districts  of  the  South.  There 
were,  he  rejoiced  to  syy,  many  men  of 
honour,  ^orth,  and'talenu,  in  America, 
who  were  an  honour  to  that  or  any  other 
coontry.  Witness,  for  example,  the 
disiinguished  and  celebrated  orators  of 
Virginia. 

Sot,  generally  speaking,  they  were  not 
»  people  we  should  be  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge as  our  relations.  He  did  not  mean 
any  disparagement  to  the  native  Ame- 
ricaosi  but  alluded  to  tbe  very  numerous 
•migrants  from  Europe,  amoQg  whom, 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  those  from  tbe 
aiater  island  were  conspicuous,  and  there 
wave  no  fewer  than  six  United  Irishmen 
ia  the  American  congress,  remarkable  for 
their  inveterate  hostility  to  this  country, 
ibr  the  war  with  which  they  had  all  voted. 
With  the  exception  of  the  capital,  where 
men  were  well  informed  and  sensible,  tbe 
mass  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pensylvania 
were  ignorant  end  boorish  in  their  man- 
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oers^     Hal  in  the  Northern  States,   a^ 
Englishman  might  travel  with  pride  and 
pleasure;    finding    there,   men  endowed 
with  uncommon  smction  for  their  country^ 
and  also  with  a  natural  affection  for  that 
country  which  was  their  parent  stock.    It 
was  in  that  quarter,  in  New  England,  where 
thay  were  most  affected  by  the  Orders 
in  Council  and  the  blockade ;  for  out  qf 
1,424,000^  tbe  whole  tonnage  of  America* 
their   share  amounted  to  four-sevenths; 
and  yet  aM  to  the  north  of  Hudson's  there 
was  no  cry  against  these  Orders,    but 
the  cry  was  raised  in  the  middle  slates 
which  possessed  a  very  small  proportion 
of  shipping.    But  for  this  cry  raised  in 
parts  not  at  all  affected   by    the    naval 
grievance,  the   differences  between   the 
countries  roic^ht  have  been  settled.    Whe- 
ther the    dillisrence    as   to   impressment 
could  be  settled,  he  was  not  aware,  but 
this  he  could  state    nftcr  the  war  had  been 
declared  a  few  days,  he  had  a  conversa- 
tion   with   tbe    American    ministers,    in 
which  that  subject  was  not  mentioned  as 
a  paramount  consideration,  but   in   the 
usual  way  as  a  minor  grievance,  while  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  held  forth  as  the 
only   gieat  and  ostensible  obsUcles  to 
ppace.    Little  did  he  think,   that  aAer 
their  repeal,  America,  with  so  many  in- 
ducements to  be  at  peace,  would  continue 
at  war.     But  he  doubted  the  strength  of 
(he    government    to  carry  a    beneficial 
and  pacific  measure  against  the  party  with 
many  heads,  who  had  determined  on  war* 
This  party  was  indeed  a  singular  one,  so 
constituted,  and  so  various  in  argument 
and  action,  that  it  was  never  possible  to 
anticipate  what  would  be  their  course  in 
either.    It  was  impossible  to  form  an  opi- 
nion of  their  future  actions  by  any  data 
of  their  part.     At  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  in  December,  when  the  Federal 
went  over  to  the  deluding  party  in  a  great 
body,  war  seemed  inevitable;    but  then 
the  matter  ended  in  the  production  of  six 
resolutions,  of  which  only  one  was  of  a 
warlike  nature,  and  that  simply  defensive 
for  arming  tbe  merchantmen.    When  all 
this  menacing  attitude  was  relinquished, 
it  was  clear  they  were  only  engaited  in  a 
puerile  attempt  to  frighten  Great  Britain. 
And  who  coold  have  believed  that  after  all 
this  they  would  have  gone  to  war,  when 
they  thereby  exposed  a  commerce  of  lOS 
millions  of  dollars  in  exportation )  when 
^00  sail  of  vessels  which  had  *s^led,  after 
the  embargo    was  uken  off,  for  Spain, 
Portugal,    the   £sst    Indiesj    l(c»  were 
(28) 
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risked;  when  their  whole  naval  force 
consisted  of  four  frigates  (the  ConstUutioh 
was  not  then  finished;)  when  1,000  re- 
ci^uits  were  all  that  were  reported  to  be 
efficient  for  the  regular  army ;  when  one 
thousand  five  hundred  miles  of  coast  was 
exposed  to  the  greatest  naval  power  in  the 
world ;  when  they  were  unable  to  raise  a 
loan  of  about  two  millions  and  a  quarter 
sterling,  and  their  whole  finances  were  in 
a  state  of  unproductiveness;  could  he 
suppose,  that  under  such  circumstances 
they  would  go  to  war  ?  The  language  of 
congress  might  be  one  thing,  but  the  in*- 
terests  of  the  country  were  another.  The 
government  wer^  hurried  into  hostilities 
by  a  party  they  could  not  guide  or  conv 
troul,  though  evidently  most  injurious  and 
dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 
The  war  was  carried  in  congress  by  that 
rancorous  faction  against  the  EngKsh, 
who  persuaded  others  to  join  them  on  this 
occasion,  for  fear  a  difl^rence  might  break 
up  the  democratic  party ;  and  in  the  se* 
nate  the  war  measure  was  carried  by  the 
opponents  of  government,  who  were  de- 
sirous of  making  them  unpopular.  The 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  might 
therefore  have  had  no  efiect ;  and  in  troth 
the  reports  circulated  relative  to  stirring 
up  the  IndianSi  was  as  great  a  caase  of 
the  war  as  any  of  its  promoters  had  de- 
vised. 

Mr.  WhUbread  expressed  himself  oblig- 
ed to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  for  the  statement  he  had  made, 
as  it  was  in  his  power  to  give  an  account 
of  matters  which  no  one  else  could  have 
done.  At  the  same  time  he  observed  that 
there  were  several  parts  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber'sspeech,  which  it  was  difficult  to  recon- 
cile with  each  other,  or  with  statements  for- 
merlymade  in  that  House.  It  was  a  matter 
of  much  consolation  to  him  to  have  heard 
from  th^  hon.  gentleman^  that  neither  Mr. 
Monroe  nor  Mr.  Madison,  seemed  to 
hira  to  be  actuated  solely  by  a  spirit  of 
hostility  towards  this  country.  From  this 
there  was  some  reason  to  hope,  that  a 
conciliatory  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  ministers  of  this  country,  might  yet 
lead  to  an  adjustment  of  the  existing  dif- 
ferences between  the  coantries  without 
any  further  loss  of  time.  For  himself,  al* 
though  he  difiered  from  those  who  consi- 
dered the  American  government  as  being 
wholly  to  blame  in  producing  the  war 
that  now  ^mhappily  existed  between  the 
two  countries,  he  could  not  but  rejoice  in 
\^t  part  of  the  hon.  member's  speech 


which  exculpated  the  person  at  the  head 
of  the  American  executive,  from  having 
burri  ed  that  nation  in  to  a  war.  He  had  been 
much  and  liberally  reviled  by  the  noble 
lord  and  others  for  his  attachment  to  the 
pontics  of  France,  but  it  now  appeared 
that  war  had  been  produced  by  causes  be- 
yond bis  controul.  He  wished,  however, 
thac  one  part  of  the  hon.  member's  speech 
had  been  omitted,  it  was  that  part  which 
merely  contained  his  opinions  of  persons 
and  motives,  and  a  history  of  the  state  of 
parties  among  the  people  of  America.  As 
it  was  not  likely  to  lead  to  conciliation,  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  much 
better,  bad  it  been  altogether  omitted. 
Such  speculations  upon  parties  in  any 
country  were  subject  to  much  error,  for  tt 
was  not  possible  always  to  catch  the  prin* 
ciples  that  guided  the  desultory  proceed* 
ing  of  such  assemblies  as  those  of  Ameri<»i, 
and  which,  as  they  would  go  forth  to  the 
world,  could  not  have  a  very  conciliating 
effect.  He  remembered  that  some  of  thooe 
friends  with  whom  he  acted,  and  some 
who  were  now  dead,  but  in  whose  aieps 
he  had  trod  from  the  commencetnent  c( 
his  political  life,  and  he  hoped  he  sboald 
tread  in  them  to  the  end  of  it,  had  been 
much  revHed  in  and  out  of  tfafat  House,  far 
speeches  which  they  ottered,  and  which, 
it  was  said,  were  more  likely  to  produce  a 
war  with  America  than  any  of  those  qoes* 
tions  that'  were  in  discussion.  Yet  sure- 
ly the  course  which  had  been  arraigned  ia 
them  was  now  followed  by  the  hon.  mem* 
ber  on  the  other  side.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
attribute  much  to  the  inferences  drawn  by 
the  hon.  jrentleman  as  to  what  passed  in 
the  American  senate,  for  all  such  infer- 
ences, attempted  to  be  dedoced  from  the 
motives  that  actuated  a  public  assembly, 
were  peculiarly  fallacious.  For  his  own 
part,  he  should  abstain  from  any  remarks 
on  the  personal  character  or  views  of  men 
who  had  been  elected  to  a  representative 
assembly  in  another  state.  He  did  not 
wonder  at  the  hon,  gentleman's  inabiUiy 
to  follow  the  American  government 
through  all  the  changes  and  diversities  of 
their  policy,  and  to  anticipate  the  issue  of 
their  various  legislative  proceedings.  ^Sech 
changes  were  not  peculiar  to  America. 
To  recur,  for  example,  to  our  own  proceed- 
ings, who  could  have  anticipated  the 
events  that  marked  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  the  last  parliament?  In  the 
course  of  that  session  (2 1st  of  April)  it  was 
loudly  proclaimed  that  the  Orders  ia 
Council  would  never  be  repealed  but  upon 


6S9]  Addrm  ftipteikig  iheWiarwiih  Amerka.         Feb.  1^,  1813. 


[630 


certain  conditioni,  iben  distinctly  men* 
tiooed ;  yet  the  noble  lord,  who  first  talk* 
ed  of  sospeniton,  at  last  consented  to  a  re- 
vocations vpon  the  pretext  of  a  contempti^ 
ble  paper  fabricateid  by  France  to  answer 
ber  own  political  parposes,  and  as  flimsy  at 
that  paper  which  was  made  the  8[roQn<^  ^^ 
the  policy  of  the  government.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  serprise  that 
America^  particolarly  after  submitting  to 
all  the  injaries  and  indignities  of  that  sys* 
tern  which  commenced  in  18(y7»  should 
with  a  commerce  so  increasing,  and  a  na^y 
so  contemptible,  tempt  the  strength  and 
resentment  of  Great  Britain.  Yet  the 
Boble  lord  took  no  blame  to  himself 
for  that  insult  which  the  British  flag  had 
sustained.  He  felt  no  compunction  in 
the  contemplation  of  that  rebuff  which 
our  seamen  had  received,  for  the  first  tiqie, 
from  the  American  navy-— that  contempt- 
ible na?y  of  Ibnr  firigates,  which  had  cap- 
tured two  of  our  finest  frigates.  This 
was,  indeed,  an  event  to  be  deplored,  it 
was  long  since  English  seamen  had  expe* 
rienced  a  rebuff;  but  the  influence  which 
it  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  American 
p^ple  in  reconciling  them  to  the  war,  he 
considered  as  a  still  more  important  and 
disastrous  efiect.  Those  triumphs  had  ri- 
▼etted  their  affections  to  the  war — all  par^ 
ties  were  elated  with  them,  though  all 
parties  mieht  not  be  agreed  upon  tb  pro- 
secution of  hostilities.  Still,  however,  he 
did  not  mean  to  vote  against  the  Address, 
thou{;h  he  did  not  concur  in  every  thing 
that  It  expressed ;  because  it  pledged  the 
House  only  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  and  all  wars  when  once  entered  into 
ought  to  be  vigorously  prosecuted— be- 
cause he  considered  it  as  the  duty  of  every 
Englishman  to  support  the  ^vemment  by 
every  means  in  his  power  u  a  war,  when 
once  it  was  declared;  and  because  the 
Address  recommended  at  the  same  time  as 
speedy  a  termination  of  the  contest,  as  the 
honour  and  the  interesu  of  the  country 
would  admit. 

Certainly  he  could  n^t  consider  Ame- 
rica as  being  wholly  to  blame  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  war.  But  in  ascribing  to 
the  conduct  of  our  own  government  the 
existing  rupture  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, he  was  justified  by  a  review  ofahe 
history  and  progreu  of  the  preceding  ne- 
gociations.  What  were  the  circumstances 
in  which  America  was  placed  preriously  to 
war's  being  declared  ?  The  House  would 
remember  the  Declaration  of  the  Prince 
Segeni,  on  the  21st  Aprils  stating,  that  no- 


thing but  the  unequivocal  and  absolote 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  De- 
crees, could  induce  the  British  government 
to  rescind  the  Orders  in  Council.  From 
the  moment  that  Declaration  reached 
America*  she  must  have  considered  neeo- 
ciation  as  hopeless,  and  have  made  up  her 
mind  to  war.  The  paper  produced  by 
Mr.  Russell  was  but  a  pretext  on  the  part 
of  our  government  for  revoking  the  Orders 
in  Council :  for  that  paper  was  not  satisfac- 
tory upon  all  the  grounds  set  forth  in  the 
Declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent :  it  did 
not  contain  the  general  and  unconditional 
revocation  required.  But  the  real  cause 
of  our  repeal  of  these  obnoxious  Ordeiji^ 
was  well  known  here  and  in  America.  The 
real  cause  was  thedistresses  of  the  country, 
exhibited,  as  they  were  proved  at  the  bar 
of  that  House.  Could  America,  however, 
suppose  that  we  vrere  actuated  by  a  spirit 
of  conciliation?— Certainly  not;  and  that 
revocation  came  too  late  to  prevent  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  stop.  He  had  the 
opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  House  of 
Itepresentatives,  that  the  law  passed  by 
Congress  was  adeqoatel  v  satisfied  by  the 
revocation  of  those  Orders:  and  had  it 
taken  place  at  an  earlier  period,  war 
might  probably  have  been  avoided.  But 
the  suspension,  reserving  a  right  to  re* 
enforce,  naturally  gave  offence,  and  wae 
in  itself  perfectly  nugatory.  America  was 
not  eaeer  for  war.— After  all  the  insults 
she  had  endured  from  this  country,  she 
still  remained  at  peace,  and  he  trusted  re* 
conciliation  was  still  practicable.  The 
war  was  the  most  difficult  to  make  of  any 
that  history  has  recorded.  It  cost  five 
years  to  produce;  and  now  it  was  pro* 
duced,  he  feared  it  would  be  most  difficult 
to  end.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of 
impressment,  he  did  not  mean  to  vindicate 
the  American  government ;  but  yet,  when 
he  considered  the  multitudinous  com- 
manders we  had  upon  the  ocean,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  suspect  that  this  right 
was  sometimes  exercised  in  a  manner  no 
less  injurious  to  England  than  vexatious 
to  America.  He  could  discover  on  their 
part  no  sign  of  intemperance  except  per* 
haps  in  representing  now  the  subject  of 
impressment  as  the  principal  cause  of  war. 
This  was  perhaps  going  too  far,  still  it 
could  not  be  deoied  uat  it  was  a  real  griev- 
ance to  an  independent  state.  He  knew 
that  the  blo<;kade  of  1806  had  excited 
much  jealousy  and  alarm,  and  that  Mr. 
Monroe  had  remonstrated  against  it  Mr. 
Fox,  howcfer,  in  whom  the  American  go-     ^ 
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doing  ?    It  required   a  residence  of  m 


irernment  and  every  other  foreign  cabinet 
had  the  fullest  confidence,  clearly  de*> 
monstrated  the  perfect  conformitv  of 
that  blockade  to  all  the  principles  of  in* 
ternational  laws.  The  qoestion  of  im- 
pressment was  then  canvassed,  and  bad 
the  councils  of  this  country  remained 
tinder  the  guidance  of  the  same  nlen,  a 
different  result  would  probably  have  fol- 
lowed. Mr.  Pinckney  was,  indeed,  then 
instrncted  to  sign  no  treaty  without  an 
express  stipulation  on  this  head,  and 
when  it  was  considered,  however  respect- 
folly  he  wished  to  speak  of  British  offi- 
cersi  that  we  had  numerous  commanders 
all  exercising  an  unlimited  power  in  this 
respect,  it  was  obvious  that  abuses  mnst 
take  place,  and  that  the  soreness  which 
America  felt  was  the  natural  effect  of  those 
abases.  As  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
noble  lord  about  certificates,  and  the 
horrid  perjuries  and  frauds  to  which  they 
led,  fequalled  only  by  the  perjuries  and 
frauas  committed  under  our  licence  sys- 
tem) it  did  not  appear  that  they  were, 
in  any  Shape,  the  ects  of  the  government^ 
but  of  one  individoa),  who  might  possibly 
act  from  himself  without  any  connection 
with  the  government  of  America.  If  it 
appeared  that  the  noble  lord  had  remon- 
strated, and  the  remonstrance  had  produced 
no  effect,  the  case  would  then  stand  upon 
s  different  footing.  Much  had  been  said 
about  the  naturalization  of  subjects  British 
bom,  or  of  denationalizing  them,  to  adopt 
the  French  expression  introduced  by  the 
noble  lord.  But  this  was  a  practice  not 
ahogether  peculiar  to  America,  and  conse- 
qoenily  the  more  difficult  of  adjustment. 
There  were  two  acts  m>on  our  statute  books, 
by  which  every  foreigner  who  served  two 
years  in  any  vessel,  military  or  merchant, 
was  entitled  to  every  protection  of  a  na- 
tural subject  of  this  realm.  One  of  diese 
statutes  was  the  6th  Anne,  20th  clause. 
Now,  how  did  the  case  stand  under  this 
Act?  He  apprehended,  if  an  Ameri- 
can had  served  two  years  in  our  navy, 
and  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  were 
boarded  by  an  American  who  claimed 
that  individual,  he  would  be  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  this  country,  and  the 
government  would  have  a  right  to  refuse 
his  being  given  up.  It  appeared  then 
that  we  ourselves  acted  on  a  still  broader 
principle  than  America,  for  the  Act  re- 
quired no  oath,  or  any  thing  more  than  a 
simple  statement  of  the  fact  of  service. 
Why  then  quarrel  with  America  for  doing 
that  which  we  oursdrea  bad  a  law  for 


years  in  America  to  give  k  person  the 
right  of  eitizt*nahip,  while  we  cooM  take 
all  her  subjects  by  a  service  of  enly  two 
years  in  our  navy,  in  whatever  way, 
however,  the  questien  might  be  decided^ 
be  certainly  saw  no  objection  to  a  diicos- 
sion  of  it>  with  a  view  to  an  amicstble  ad* 
justment ;  and  in  that  he  agreed  with  bis 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  t*onsonby],  that 
even  during  the  continuance  of  war,  and 
the  actual  exercise  of  the  right,  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  might  negociate  vrith 
the  American  government,  and  he  should 
certamly  conceive  that  the  noble  lord 
would  be  greatly  to  blaaie  if  he  did  not 
endeavour  even  now  to  open  a  Bfegoeiation 
on  the  subject. 

He  could  not  help  expressinf^  his  sttonr 
reprehension  of  the  attempts  which  had 
been  made  to  attribute  the  Kne  wfiich 
America  had  pursued,  to  the  eflecte  of 
French  influence,  and  to  insinuate  that  alie 
had  basely  seized  that  moment  when  the 
power  of  France,  antecedent  to  the  ettack 
on  Russia,  had  arrived  at  the  very  0emt  of 
perfection,  and  at  a  moment  wiien  iba 
total  overthrow  of  the  hopes  of  enslaved 
Europe  was  anticipated,  to  declare  vrar 
against  England.  It  was  false  and  calnn* 
nious  to  assert  that  America  had  ever 
determined  in  favour  of  France.  She  had 
been  ill  treated  by  both  belligerents,  vnd 
ailer  enduring  a  protracted  series  of  in- 
juries, although  she  had  resolved  on  a  war 
with  England  after  these  aggravated  in* 
suits  she  had  received,  although  she  had 
declared  against  us  she  had  not  de- 
clared for  France.  (Hear,  hear,  from  mi* 
ntsters.)  Was  it  necessary  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  old,  or  even  of  the  yonng 
members  of  the  House,  to  recapitulate 
those  insults,  to  quote  the  various  etoect* 
ments  by  which  American  ships  were  com* 
pelled  to  pay  toll  on  entering  British 
ports  ? — If  truth  most  be  spoken,  he  woidd 
say  that  America  had  always  been  in  the 
right,  (Hear,  hear!)  until,  by  the  dcielap 
ration  of  war  she  had  changed  her  sittia- 
tion,  and  of  this  advantage  he  hoped 
Great  Britain  would  avail  herseK  He 
wished  never  again  to  hear  it  stated,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  American  eaecutive 
had  been  guided  by  any  motives  but  those 
of  American  policy ;  and  if  our  policy 
were  truly  English,  the  Eoad  to  concWiation 
was  plain  and  open.  He  should  sit  down 
in  the  fervent  wish,  that  the  opportunity 
of  conctltation  now  offered  would  not  be 
neglected.   (Mr.  Stephen  oAred  io  rise«} 
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He  did  not  wMider  at  the  impatieBce  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman^  and  con« 
sideling  the  part  he  had  taken  in  pretioos 
debaiwi,  it  was  not  more  difficult  to  antici- 
pate the  arguments  he  woald  new  emplo? ^ 
than  to  recellect  those  he  had  previously 
used.  The  Orders  in  Council  had  gone 
throogh  no  stage  of  life  withoot  his  pater- 
nal regards  and  advice,  and  only  at  their 
death  was  his  presence  want4Rg«  Exces* 
aive  grief  at  that  awfol  moment  restrained 
Inm  from  being  present  at  the  premature 
dissolution  of  his  darling  child ;  but  if  any 
other  caoae  induced  htm  to  be  absent  on 
that  melanchoiy  occasion*  Mr*  Whitbread 
hoped  that  he  would  this  night  not  fail  to 
explain  it  lo  the  House. 

Persuaded  was  he,  that  America  was 
actuated  by  no  such  motives  as  bad  been 
ttlledged^and  that  she  was  aggravated  and 
compelled  by  this  country  to  porsoe  the 
iDoorse  she  had.  America  in  her  conduct 
towards  this  coumry,  up  to  the  last  period*, 
vras  right,  but  in  her  declaration  of  war 
•he  was  vrrong.  There  she  gave  the  ad- 
Tantase  to  Great  Britain ;  ai^  be  trusted 
this  advantage  would  be  used  on  our  part 
^ith  wisdom  and  discretion,  and. that  the 
opportunity  which  he  conceived  was  af«> 
foHed  for  an  adjustment  of  all  dtfi^nce 
would  not  be  lost.  In  conclusion,  the  hon. 
gentferaan  expressed  a  strong  hope  that 
means  might  be  taken,  in  the  present  dis- 
position of  America,  for  establishing  IaH* 
in^  terms  of  amity  and  good  will  towards 
this  country. 

Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Stephen  rose  to- 
gether ;  a  general  with  being  expressed 
by  the  House,  that  the  former  should  pro- 
ceed, the  latter  gave  way,  and 

Mr.  Ornnnig  addressed  the  House  nearly 
sa  folk>ws : 

I  should  not  have  persisted.  Sir,  in 
einiming  the  attention  of  the  House  in  op* 
poattion  to  the  learned  |entleman  to  whom 
personal  allusions  have  just  been  made,  had 
noTmy  opinions  also  been  called  in  ques- 
tion in  more  than  one  sense,  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  debate.  I  have  been  asked, 
from  two  different,  indeed  opposite  quar- 
ters, whether  I  still  persist  in  the  opinions 
which  I  formerly  stated  on  the  subject  of 
America.  Those  opinions  were  of  tiro 
descriptions ;  the  one  relating  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  war  into  which  the  United 
Staftes  have  thought  proper  to  plunge  us, 
tke  other  to  the  management  of  that 
war  on  our  part.  I  retain  both.  But  the 
BoMe  lord  has  rory  properly  said, that  the 


main  question,  indeed  the  only  question 
for  deliberation  and  decision  to  night,  is, 
whether  we  will  uphold  by  our  votes  the 
justice  of  the  cause  of  ouf  country,  laying 
aside  all  dispute  upon  the  less  important 
point  of  the  practical  management  of  tfaa 
war.    And  agreeing  with  the  noble  lord 
in  this  view  of  our  present,  and  most  pres* 
sing  duty ;    agreeing  that  our  first  object 
must  be  to  inform  our  new  enemy  that  we, 
the  parliament  of  the  British  empire,  think 
our  country  in  the  right,  and  that  we  ara 
determined  to  stand  by  the  executive  go* 
vernment  in  maintaining  that  right  against 
any  power  that  may  venture  to  dispute  it, 
and  thinking  at  the  same  time  that  any 
Yery  anxious  or  angry  discussion  as  to  the 
vigour  and  effect  Htth  which  the  cause  of 
the  cosmtry  has  hitherto  been  maintained 
by  the  executive  government  might,  if  it 
impaired  the  unanimity  of  this  vote,  de* 
lvai:t  fVom  its  weight  and  consideration 
vrith  the  government  and  people  of  tho 
United  States  of  America,  I  ronfess  that  I 
am  glad  to  postpone  all  such  details,  how* 
ever    important  they  may   be  in   other 
views  of  the  subject,  or  however  fit  for 
separate  discussion  hereafter ;   and  I  shall 
be  much  less  solicitous  to  examine  \hh 
night  the  conduct  of  administration  since 
the  war  has  began,  than  to  vindicate  the 
principles  on  which  this  and  preceding 
administrations  have  acted  in  the  transac- 
tions from  which  the  war  has  sprung,  and 
to  establish  those  upon  which  it  must  be 
mahitaine'l,  and  upon  which  alone  it  can 
be  concluded  with  safety  and  with  honour. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  ob- 
served at  the  outset  of  his  speech,  witfc  re- 
gret, mingled  with  some  consolation,  that 
the  differences  with  the    United  Statea 
were  now  reduced  to  a  single  point,  and 
he    recommended  that  the  negociatiom 
shonid  be   revived  with  a  view  to   an 
amicable   conclusion   on   that  point.    I 
agree  with  the  hon.  gentlemah  that  the 
grounds  of  dispute  are  ostensibly  so  much 
narrowed  that  if  a  negociation  could  fm 
set  on  foot,  which  should    have  regard 
merely  to  the  true  interests  of  the  repvb« 
lie  of  the  United  States,  and  should  not  be 
disturbed,  and  diverted  from  its  coorseby 
the  influence  of  those  passions  by  wbicn 
its  government  has  been  agitated,  then, 
indeed,  we  might  hope  for  conciliation 
and  tranquillity;    but  I  cannot  concur 
with  him,  either  that  the  point  in  dispute 
is  of  such  easT  settlement;  complicated  aa 
it  has  been  in  the  course  of  the  negocia* 
tionswith  iisftional  feelings  mad  antmon* 
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ties.  Still  less  do  I  think  thai  so  prompt 
asolation  of  the  diflficulty,  as  he  seems  to 
reckon  upon,  is  afforded  by  his  construc- 
tion of  the  English  Act  of  Parliament 
to  which  he  has  referred.  If  indeed 
the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  sta- 
tute of  Anne  were  ttf  give  to  foreign 
sailors,  entering  and  serving  on  board  tne 
British  navy,  not  only  all  those  privileges 
here,  but  all  that  protection  against  their 
natural  soverei^s  and  native  governments, 
which  the  United  States  both  claim  the 
right  of  conferring,  and  in  practice  at- 
tempt to  confer  upon  British  sailors  se- 
duced, or  deserting,  into  their  service,  then 
I  admit  that  this  country  would  have  to 
make  to  America  an  equal  concession  for 
an  equal  infringement  of  national  rights ; 
and  that  as  there  would  have  been  a  parity 
in  the  infringement,  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  a  parity  of  concession.  Nei- 
ther government  could  in  that  case  have 
had  any  thing  to  reproach  to  the  other : 
and  instead  of  a  question  of  violation  of 

'  the  law  of  nations  on  the  one  side,  and  of 
forcible  and  summary  self-redress  on  the 
other,  the  whole  matter  would  be  one  of 
mutual  acknowledgment,  as  to  the  past, 
and  of  conventional  arrangement  for  the 
future.  There  would  be  no  difference  of 
principle ;  and  the  point  in  dispute  would 
be  settled  only  on  grounds  of  reciprocal 
convenience.  But  1  acknowledge  that 
my  construction  of  the  act  of  Anne  was 
altogether  different  (Hear,  hear  J).  I  un- 
derstood that  by  it  this  country  professed 
to  give  that  only  which  it  is  competent  to 
bestow,  without  interfering  in  any  degree 
with  the  rights  or  claims  of  other  powers; 
that  it  imparted  to  forei^ers  on  certain 
conditioqs  certain  municipal  privileges ; 
but  leaves  untouehedand  unimpaired  their 
native  allegiance.  (Hear,  hear!)  The 
operation  of  this  Act,  as  I  understood  it, 
before  the  hon;  gentleman's  commentary, 
Wfis  not  to  hold  out  to  foreign  seamen, 

^  that  at  the  same  time  that  they  may  be- 
come entitled  to  possess  or  to  inherit  pro* 
perty,  and  to  participate  in  all  the  bless- 
ings of  the  British  constitution,  all  the  ties 
which  bind  them  to  their  native  country 
are  loosened:  not  to  assert  th^t  by  any 
service  to  a  foreign  state  he  can  relieve 
himself  from  that  indelible*  allegiance 
which  he  owes  to  the  government  under 
which  he  was  bom.  The  enactmenu  of 
this  statute  are  a  testimony  of  national 
gratitude  to  brave  men  of  whatever  coun- 
try who  may  lend  their  aid  in  fighting  the 
battles  of  Great  Britain :  but  not  an  intita* 


tion  to  them,  to  abandon  the  cause  of  their 
own  country  when  it  may  want  their  aid  ; 
not  an  encouragement  to  them  to  deny  ^or 
to  undervalue  the  sacred  and  indestructible 
duty  which  they  owe  to  their  own  sove- 
reign, and  to  their  native  soil.  (Hear, 
hear ! )  Such  being  |he  real  intention  of  the 
Act,  what  similitude,  what  analogy  can  be 
drawn  between  it  and  the  pretensiona  of 
America  ?  In  the  papers  upon  the  table  of 
the  House  it  is  asserted  by  our  enemies^ 
that  British  seamen  once  enrolled  in  the 
American  service  become  the  seamen  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
p;ovemment  of  that  country  declares  that 
it  must  protect  them  against  the  claims  of 
their  undoubted  sovereign,  even  when  he 
on  their  allegiance  demands  their  aerrice 
in  war ;  in  the  present  war  for  instance, 
which  he  is  unwillingly  cnnpellcd  to 
wage.  Taking  the  converse  of  the  bou. 
gentleman's  proposition,  then,  I  should 
say  that  if  the  American  government 
would  adopt  such  a  provision  as  that  quoted 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  the  Act  of 
queen  Anne,  in  that  case,  if  all  difierencea 
were  not  instantly  and  altogether  removed, 
at  least  the  question  in  dispute  would  ba 
greatly  and  advantageously  narrowed. 

But,  coupled  with  the  inordinate  and 
unheard-of  rights  of  citizenship  which  the 
United  States  pretend  to  confer,  to  the 
annihilation  of  the  claims  of  nativity  and 
allegiance,  the  practical  abuses  of  which 
we  nave  also  a  right  to  complain,  in 
seducing  or  harbouring  our  seamen,  even 
independently  of  the  principles  and  pre« 
tensions  by  which  they  are  defended* 
would  be  of  themselve's  matter  of  se- 
rious grievance.  Were  these  principles 
and  pretensions  once  fairly  given  np  in- 
deed, the  road  would  be  opened  to  the^dis- 
cussion  of  the  practice.  It  would  be  open 
to  consider  whether  any  adequate  aecority 
could  be  provided  by  diplomatic  arrange* 
ment,  ana  municipal  regulation,  against  a 
grievance  which  it  is  impossible  thai  we 
should  tolerate  ;  such  as  should  supercede 
the  neceuitv  of  that  summary  and  eflec- 
tua)  method  of  doing  ourselves  justice; 
which  we  cannot  relinquish,  till  some  satis- 
factory substitute  is  found  for  it :  but  the 
^xerciseof  which, it  must  be  admitted,  may 
be  liable  to  some  abuse  or  irregularity. 
Now,  on  a  fair  perusal  of  the  documents 
I  fiAd  nothing  which  proves  any  dispi^ 
sition  in  the  English  ministry,  to  anal 
the  door  against  a  consideration  of  thai 
iaiportant  question.  The  fact  isy  that 
different  moaea  of  entering  open  tho  atfb- 
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ject  hftve  been  suggetted*  but  Ibere  is  one 
preHminary  deoisuid  on  the  part  of  Ame* 
rica«  which  it  it  absurd  to  suppose  that  we 
could  comply  with.    We  are  by  ancient 
snd    unquestioned    usage,   and    by    the 
law  of  nations,  as  they  are  now  under- 
stood,  in  the  possession  of  the  right  of 
search*    It  has  been,  and  is,  of  ancient 
and  uninterrupted  usage.    It  is  proposed 
by  both  parties  that  a  discussion  should  be 
cpmmenced  as  to  the  more  unexception- 
able mode  of  exercising  this  right ;    but 
what  does  the  American  executive  insist 
upon  ?    That  we  should  first  abandon  it, 
and  trust  for  its  restoration  to  the  result  of 
the  negociation.   We  are  reooired  to  trust 
to  an  act  to  be  hereafter  passea  by  the  Ame- 
rican legislature  for  the  restoration  of  this 
right,  or  for  the  provision  of  an  equivalent 
Can  any  thins;  be  more  manifestly  absurd 
and  unjust  {  b  not  the  natural  course  not 
by  the  law  of  nations  only,  but  by  the  rules 
of  common  sense,  that  we  should  retain  that 
which  we  rightfully  possets  until  the  equi- 
valent for  which  it  is  to  be  exchanged 
shall  be  fully  discussed*  and  satiifactorily 
ascertained  ?     The  hon.  gentleman  sayi, 
that  it  will  cost  us  a  war  to  maintain  the 
possession  of  it.     I  wish  to  ask  him  what 
wars  'vrould  it  not  cost  us  to  resain  pos« 
session  if  it  were  once  resigned  r    (Hear, 
liear ! }  At  least,  maintaining  our  right,  we 
are  safe  until  force  compel  us  to  resign  it. 
I  am  sure  that  gentlemen,  upon  reflec- 
tion, must  see,  the  proposed  compromise  is 
-at  least  attended  with  difficulties  which,  if 
not  absolutely  insuperable,  are  extremely 
hard  to  be  surmounted.  The  appointment  of 
a  tribunal  similar  to  a  prize  court,  as  sug- 
gested by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Baring) 
in  this  debate,  approaches  nearest  to  my 
ideas  of  possibility ;  but  is  this  likely  to 
be  found  practicable  or  palatable  to  Ame- 
rica, if  the  proposal  of  it  should  come  from 
this  country?     Were   it   suggested   by 
America,  it  might  perhaps  produce  some 
beneficial  result ;  but  if  proposed  by  Great 
Britain,  v,  ooid  it  not  be  repelled  with  in- 
nignation  ?    Would  America  bear  to  see 
her   citizens  made    subjects   of  judica- 
ture, like    bales  of  contraband  goods? 
Would  she  endure  that  a  judge  of  our  ap- 
pointment should  settle  the  late  of  her  na- 
tives, as  we  assign  chattels  to  the  right 
oamer  ?   Or  would  not  such  a  proposal  in- 
stead of  tending  to  the  settlement  of  diiier* 
cnces,  and  the  extinction  of  animosities^ 
be  employed  by  the  demagoffues  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  mflame  the 
poblic  mind«  to  exasperate  the  jealousies 


and  hatreds  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  make  all  amicable  arrange* 
ment  utterly  hopeless  ? 

I  have,  however,  as  I  have  said,  no 
objection,  and  the  British  government  has 
not  shewn  any,   throughout  the  corres* 
pondence  now  under  our  consideration,  to 
any  attempt  to  make  the  exercise  of  this 
right  the  subject  of  diplomatic  arrange* 
ment,  provided  the  principle  of  the  right 
itself   be   unequivocally  acknowledged; 
provided  the  suspension,  or  tacit  abandon- 
ment of  it  be  not  expected  to  precede  the 
substitution,  of  some  other  effectual  mode 
of  securing  the  objects  to  which  it  applies; 
and  provided  it  be  distinctly  understood 
that,  failing  the  attempt  to  effect  that  sub- 
stitution our  right,  anid  the  practice  of  it 
are  to  continue  not  only  unimpaired,  but 
thenceforth  unquestioned.     The  dispute 
relating  to  the  impressment  (as  it  is  termed) 
or  rather  the  recall  of  our  own  seamen,  ia 
not  however  as  the  hon.  gentleman  ad- 
mits, the  only  point  to  be  adjusted,  before 
we  can  return  to  a  good  onclerstanding 
with  the  United  States.    The  American 
government  also  requires  the  renunciation 
of  the  system  and  principle  of  what  they 
call  paper  blockades ;  thatu  to  say,  of  the 
right  which  we  claim  and  nave  exercised 
under  the  Orders  in  Council  of  ld07,  an4 
should,  I  trust  exercise  again,  if  again 
occasion  arose  for  it,  of  retorting  upon  the 
enemy  any  attempt  which  he  may  make 
to  wound  us  through  the  sides,  or  by  the 
instrumemality  of  neutrals.    With  respect 
to  blockades,  the  hon.  gentleman  has  ap- 
pealed to  my  recollection^  whether  tna 
blockade  of  1806  did  not  stand  on  dif- 
ferent principles  from  those  of  1807  ?  The 
hon.    gentleman    is     perfectly    correct. 
The  Order  of  1806  established,  or  pro- 
fessed to  establish,  a  blockade  upon  the 
old  principles,  by  the  application  of  a  spe- 
cific and  competent  torce  to  particular 
ports.    Ia  January  1807,  an  Order  was 
issued  professedly  of  a  retaliatory  cha- 
racter.    The  Order  of  1806  merged  in  it. 
What  had  interrened  between  the  Order 
of  May  1806,  and  that  of  January  1807  ? 
The  French  Berlin  Decree.  In  retaliation, 
and  avowedly  ih  retaliation  for  that  De- 
cree, the  Order  of  January  1807  was  is- 
sued; doing  away  the  strict  legal  blockade, 
and  instituting  what  has  been  and  may 
justly    be    described    as    a    constructive 
blockade,  not  supported  by  an  adequate 
specific  force,  but  excluding  neutrals  from 
the  coasting  trade  of  the  enemy  by  a  pro- 
hibition retaliatory  of  that  sireeping  pro* 
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hMti«B  of  the  Berlin  Decree  by.  which 
they  were  precluded  from  all  trade  with 
Great  Britain.     The  Orders  of  November, 
]  b07,  extended  the  operation  of  (he  Order 
of  January  :  bat  did  not  vary  it8  |Nrincip}e* 
I  have  no  wish  to  revive  the  difierences 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  and  I  have  so 
ohtn  discussed  upon  that  subject,  but  I  am 
equally  prepared  to  contend  now,  as  four 
years  ago,  that  though  there  was  some 
diffei«iice  in  degree  between  the  Orders 
of  November  and  that  of  January  1607, 
ibere  was  no  d Terence  m  the  principle ; 
and  certainly  the  hon.   gentleman  must 
own  that  the  Amertcans  have  made  no 
inch  distinction  in  their  remonstrances. 
The  Orders  in  Council  however  both  of 
January  and  November  were  abandoned  : 
wisely  or  not,  there  is  now  no  advantage 
in  enqairing;— with  little  chance  of  satisfy- 
'ing  America,  as  I  ibooght  at  the  time,  and 
as  must  now  be  manifest  to  all  mankifid : 
and   for  this  plain  reason  that  the  Ame- 
rican government  was  not  to  be  satisfied. 
They  had  an  itch  for  war  with  this  coun-, 
4ry»  and  they  were  determined  to  have  it. 
Alihough  therefore  these  are  the  only  two 
points  on  which  any   practical  discussion 
IS  pending,  I  cannot  agree  that  they  only 
entered  the  minds  of  the  American  exe- 
cutive f^hen  they  declared  war  (for  be  it 
always  remembered,  that  the  war  origi- 
nated in  their  Declaration.)    The  spirit  of 
animosity  to  this  country  indeed  was  not 
confined  to  the  persons  forming  the  cabi- 
net of  tbe  United  States  ;  the  gall  of  bit- 
terness not  only  overflowed  in  Washing- 
ton, but  at  the  very  court  of  London.  The 
notes  of  the  republican  Charge  d'Affiiires, 
Mr.  Rosseil, contain  abundant  evidence  not 
only  of  the  predetermination  to  war,  but 
of  the  real  motives  of  that  policy.    In  the 
month  oF  August,  he,  wiih  warning  yoice, 
pointed  out  to  ministers  the  consequences 
«f  hostility ;  he  told  them  "  if  concessions 
are  not  speedily  made,  the  passions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  will  be 
vonaed,  and  conquests  may  be  gained  on 
terme   that    forbid  restoration.''     When 
this  sentence  was  penned,  had  not  Mr. 
Russell  Canada  before  his  eyes  ?  Was  he 
not  in  tlie  transport  of  his  visions  of  success 
betraying  incautiously  the  secrets  of  his 
employers,  which  were  not  to^be  divulged 
till  the  promulgation  of  the  Declaration  ? 
{Hear!  hearl  bearlj  Low  as  he  was  in 
the  rank  of  diplomacy,  be  was  intrusted 
with  ibis  grand   and  favourite  design  ; 
and  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  not  to 
Mofitooi  the  commtacement  to  the  termi- 
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nation  of  all  the  proceedings  of  th^  go* 
vernment  of  the  Uni^  States  art  eager  de- 
sire to  gain  possession  of  our  North  Ame- 
rican territories :  apian  long  cherished, and 
not  wholly,  I  feao  repugnant  to  tbe  senti- 
ments even  of  that  party  in  tbe  United 
States  whom  it  is  usual  to  designate  as  our 
friends.    Even  when  their  whole  military 
establishment  was  1,000  men,  tbe  Ame- 
rican government  and  its  partizana  londly 
proclaimed  their  sanguine  hopes  of  victory 
in  an  expedition  against  British  America, 
and  delighted  their  fancies  by  imaginary 
conquests.   I  say,  that  even  those  who  am 
called  our  friends  in  the  United  States  arn 
not  averse  from  this  enterprize,  and  would 
be  won  by  the  acquisition  of  Canada  la 
the  support  and  approbation  of  tbe  war* 
But  I  use  the  expression  '<  friends  of  this 
country" — as    I    do    that  of  friends  of 
France,— ^not  as  implying  on  the  one  band  a 
British  influence,  nor  on  the  other  hand 
imputing  an  actual  conscicMis  subserviency 
to  Buonaparte :  (though  it  must  be  owbm 
that  for  the  latter  imputation  there  are 
appearances  of  but  too  probable  grounds :) 
but  simply  as  designating  the  two  parties 
in  the  United  States   who   respectively 
think  tbe  interests  of  their  country  beat 
consulted,  the  one  by  a  British,  the  other 
by  a  French  connection. 

And  here  I  must  confess  that  the  cen- 
sure of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wbtt* 
bread)  upon  thai  part  of  the  noble  lord's 
(lord  Castlereagh's)  speech  which  re- 
ferred to  the  period  chosen  by  the  Ama- 
rican  government  for  declaring  war,  ap- 
pears to  me  exceedingly  ill-founded.  The 
noble  lord's  remarks  upon  that  sofayeot 
did  not  appear  to  me  unjust  or  unneces- 
sary. Looking  at  the  present  state  of  the 
world*  who  shall  say  what  America  might 
not  have  achieved  ?  Not  by  mixing  in 
the  contest,  and  involving  herself  in  the 
complicated  relations  of  European  po> 
litics ;  (for  I  have  never  wished  to  see 
America  involved  in  the  war,)  but  merely 
by  abstaining  from  the  course  which  alie 
has.  unfortunately  taken,  by  refusing  to 
administer  to  the  passions,  to  flatter  the 
hatred  of  the  tyrant,  to  afford  him  that 
new  hope  of  victory,  and  that  consolation 
in  defeat,  which  be  boasts  of  deriving, 
from  the  diversion  of  our  means,  and 
the  distraction  of  our  eflbrts  by  the  Ame- 
can  war?  [Hear,  hear!] — What  assist- 
ance might  she  not  hsve  rendered  to 
the  late  glorious  struggle  in  the  north, 
not  by  active  concert,  but  merely  in 
ferfaaaring  to  aid  Buonaparte's  arms  hy 
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partly  occupyiog  ours?  Who  would 
have  expectea  to  have  seen  ibis  favourite 
child  of  freedom  leagued  with  the  oppressor 
of  the  world  ?— [Hear,  hear,  hear  !J — She 
who,  twenty  years  ago,  shed  her  blood  fur 
independence — she  that,  ever  since  that 
time,  has.boasted  of  the  superiority  of  her 
citizens  above  all  the  nations  of  the 
globe — she  that,  watched  over  in  her  in- 
fancy by  Great  Britain,  with  parental  ten- 
derness and  anxiety,  nursed  in  the  very 
lap  of  liberty,  and  educated  in  the  school 
of  republicanism,  is  now  seen  truckling  to 
France,  and  condescending  to  become  the 
tool  of  ap  ambition  which  threatens  to  lay 
prostrate  at  its  feet  the  independence  of 
every  government,  and  of  every  people ! 
Is  this  the  same  nation  that  we  once  re- 
member to  have  heard  shouting  for  eman- 
cipation ?  Is  this  tlie  people  that  was  to 
set  an  example  of  magnanimity  to  the 
world  ?  lean  scarcely  believe  it :  I  would 
willingly  persuade  myself  that  I  am  de« 
ceived  ;  but  facts  cannot  be  discredited, 
and  I  behold  the  free  republic  of  America 
lending  her  aid  to  crush  those  principles 
to  which  she  owes  her  own  existence,  and 
to  support  the  most  desplating  tyranny  thaC 
ever  afflicted  the  race  of  man. — [Hear* 
hear!] — It  is  impossible  not  to  lament 
the  loss  to  such  a  nation,  of  such  an  op- 
portunity, which  no  combination  of  cir« 
cumstances  can  ever  restore.  I  do  not  say, 
that  America  should  have  been  induced  to 
assist  us  against  France.  I  would  not  have 
asked  her  to  risk  her  tender  and  uncon- 
firmed existence  in  a  war,  and  to  endure 
all  the  dangers  or  to  incur  all  the  expences 
that  must  have  ensued  from  her  taking 
part  in  such  an  enterprize.  She  might 
nave  maintained  a  just  and  noble  neutra- 
lity. But  were  it  put  to  roe  indeed  as 
matter  of  opinion, — supposing  (what  I 
do  not  suppose)  that  she  could  not  avoid 
deciding  one  way  or  other,  and  that  the 
risk  of  war  on  one  side  must  be  run,— 
which  would  best  become  her  history, 
her  character,  and  her  constitution,  to 
Qnite  with  England  or  to  league  with 
France ;<*-I  should  not  have  hesitated  in  my 
determination.  There  was  a  time  when  I 
hoped  that  her  choice,  under  such  an  al* 
ternative,  would  have  required  littledelibe- 
ration ;  but  though  I  should  have  applaud- 
ed her  option  in  such  a  case,  I  would  not 
bave  forced  nor  even  have  solicited  it. 
She  was  welcome  to  be  neuter,  could  she 
but  have  persuaded  herself  to  be  impartial. 

There  is  still  something  imposing  in  jhe 
name  of  a  republic.    The  veneration  for 
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that  form  of  government  is,  even  in  this 
monarchical  country,  interwoven  with  our 
earliest  impressions  of  honour,  of  liberty^ 
and  of  virtue.  But,  I  fear,  that  in  the 
republic  of  America  we  look  for  the  rea« 
lization  of  our  visions  of  republican 
virtue  in  VAin.  The  sacred  love  of  free- 
dom, displayed  in  the  annals  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  "  made  ambition  virtue,"  and  con- 
secrated even  the  weapons  of  the  con- 
queror. The  modern  republics  of  Europe 
polished  mankind  by  their  industry,  and 
their  arts.  Butl  am  afraid  that  neither  the 
hardy  valour,  the'  ardent  patriotism,  and  the 
lofty  magnanimity  of  ancient  Greece  and 
Rome,  nor  the  gentle  manners  and  artificial 
refinements  of  Genoa  or  Florence,  are  to  be 
traced  in  the  bard  features  of  transatlantic 
democracy.  (Hear,  bear,  hear  1)  Would  it 
were  otherwise.  The  heartless  and  selfish 
policy  pursued  by  America  will  lead  her 
far  astray  from  her  real  interest.  The  first 
consequence  of  it  will  be,  the  loss  of  much 
internal  prosperity,  and  1  am  much  de- 
ceived if  she  will  compensate  this  loss  by 
the  acquisition   of  much  military  glory. 

The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  de- 
scribes 1,000  soldiers,  four  or  fivefrigates« 
to  guard  an  extent  of  coast  of  1,500  miles, 
and  a  revenue  of  only  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  I  think,  or  thereabouts,  as 
the  means,  physical  and  pecuniary,  of 
which  the  United  States  were  in  posses- 
sion, when  they  declared  war  against  this 
country.  <  Undoubtedly  no  man  could 
hear  the  statement  without  exclaiming^ 
"  And  could  a  nation  so  circumstanced 
venture  upon  a  war  with  the  mighty  em- 
pire of  Great  Britain,  with  the  most  distant 
prospect  of  success?"  Unluckily  it  did. 
The  unwelcome  truth  cannot  be  concealed. 
Two  out  of  these  four  or  five  frigetes  bave 
captured  two  frigates  from  the  British  navy. 
I  advert  with  unwillingness  to  this  part  of 
the  subject,  because^  in  my  opinion  (an 
opinion  before  expressed  andf  still  retained) 
vigorous  measures  becoming  this  great 
nation  might  have  averted  disasters  which 
may  have  the  effect  of  prolonging  hosti* 
lities.  It  is  no  answer  to  say,  that  our 
navy  is  immense,  but  that  it  is  proportion- 
ably  extended  on  the  different  stations. 
I  complaia  not  of  the  naval  department, 
but  of  the'  policy  which  controuled  ita 
operations.  I  complain  that  the  arm 
which  should  have  launched  the  thunder^ 
boll,  was  occepied  in  guiding  the  pen : 
that  admiral  Warren  was  busied  in  oegot 
ciating,  when  he  ought  to  have  been  sink- 
ing, burning,  and  destroying.    Admire^ 
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Warren  sails  from  this  country  in  the 
middle  of  Augutf,  and  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember he  reaches  Hallifax  with  his 
squadron,  where  he  employs  himself  in 
writing  dispatches  to  the  American  go- 
vernment ;  while  commodore  Rogers,  on 
the  10th  of  October,  sails  unmolested 
from t  Boston.  But  we  waited,  it  seems, 
to  be  quite  sure  that  we  were  ac- 
tually at  war  ?  Granted,  for  argument's 
sake  (for  no  other  purpose  could  I  con- 
sent to  grant  it)  that  in  the  first  instance 
there  might  be '  not  fHill  conviction  of 
the  certamty  of  war  ;  but  even  after  the 
American  Declaration  was  received  in  the 
end  of  July,  no  hostile  measure  was  resort- 
ed to  by  this  country  till  the  Hthof  Octo- 
ber, when  letters  of  marque  were  issued, 
upon  the  receipt  here  of  th^  intelligence 
(and  as  might  be  not  unfairly  suspected,  in 
consequence  of  that  intelligence)'  that  the 
Goerriere  frigate  had  been:  captured  by 
the  Americans.— What  is  the  next  advance 
towards  actual  war  ?  The  blockade  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  Order  in  Council  an- 
nouncing that  blockade  was  issued ;  when  f 
«-the  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  intelli- 
gence that  the  Macedonian,  another  of 
eur  frigates,  had  fallen  into  the  power  of  the 
republic.  The  loss  of  these  two  fine  ships 
of  war,  produced  a  sensation  in  the  coun- 
try scarcely  to  be  equalled  by  the  most 
violent  convulsion  of  nature.  I  do  not  at- 
tribute the  slightest  blame  to  our  gallant 
sailors;  they  always  do  their  duty  ;  but 
neither  can  I  agree  with  those  who  com- 
plain of  the  shock  of  consternation  through- 
out Great  Britain,  as  having  been  greater 
than  the  occasion  justified  ;  who  would 
represent  the  loss  as  insignificant,  and  the 
feelings  of  shame  and  indignation  occa- 
sioned by  it  as  exaggerated  and  extrava- 
gant. That  indignation  was  a  wholesoqie 
feeling,  which  ought  to  be  cherished  and 
.maintained.  It  cannot  be  too  deeply  felt 
that  the  sacred  spell  of  the  invincibility  of 
the  British  navy  was  broken  by  those  un- 
fortunate captures :  and  however  speedily 
¥re  must  all  wish  the  war  to  terminate,  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  sanguin- 
ary and  unfeeling  when  I  express  my 
devout  wish  that  it  may  not  be  conclud- 
ed before  we  have  re-established  the 
character  of  our -naval  superiority,  and 
tmothered  in  victories  the  disasters  which 
we  have  now  to  htment,  and  to  which  we 
are  so  little  habituated. 

Stf ,  I  entered  on  these  points  reluctantly 
on  the  pref ent  occasion.  Other  occasions 
willaihM  for  their  disconioB.     I  hasten 


to  quit  them.  But  having  been  expressly 
called  upon  to  declare'  if  I  retained  the 
sentiments  which  I  before  expressed  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  war,  I  felt  bound 
in  fairness  not  to  decline  the  avovral 
that  my  opinion  not  only  remains  un- 
altered, but  has  received  additional 
confirmation  from  subsequent  events. 
If  it  be  true  (as  I  belie v»$  it  to  be)  in  ge- 
neral that  indecision  and  delay  are  the  pa- 
rents of  failure;  that  they  take  every 
possible  chance  of  detriment  to  the  cause 
in  which  they  are  employed,  and  afibrd 
every  advantage  and  encouragement 
to  the  adversary  ;  it  was  peculiarly  true 
in  the  present  instance,  that  prompti- 
tude and  vigour  afforded  at  once  the  surest 
pledge  of  success  in  the  war,  and  the  only 
hope  of  averting  it  altogether.  If,  while 
the  elections  were  pending  the  result  of 
which  was  to  place  Mr.  Madison,  the  arch- 
enemy of  this  country,  in  the  president's 
chair,  a  decisive  blow  had  been  struck  by 
this  country,  the  tide  of  popular  opinion  in 
America  might  have  been  turned,  and  the 
consequences  of  a  long  and  ruinous  war 
might  have  been  avoided.  I  lament  for 
the  general  happiness  of  mankind  that  no 
such  vigorous  exertion  was  attempted,  and 
though  I  am  not  disposed  to  unnecessary 
cruelties,nof  would  countenance  the  wanton 
effusion  of  human  blood,  yet  I  caonbt  help 

thinking  that  ifsome  signal  act  of  vengeance 
had  been  inflicted  on  any  partof  the  United 
States,  exposed  to  maritime  attack,  but  par- 
ticularly on  any  portion  of  their  territory 
where  there  prevailed  the  greatest  attach- 
ment to  the  interests  of  France,  it  weald 
have  at  least  been  a  useful  warning,  and 
might  have  prevented  the  continuance  of 
the  contest,  if  they  had  not  prevented  its 
commencement.  I  protest  against  the 
doctrine  of  half- measures,  and  forbearance 
In  war :  for  where  vigour  has  a  tendency 
to  decide  the  contest,  hesitation  is  cruelty- 
But  with  those  topics  I  have  done. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  con* 
test,  after  the  declaration  issued  hy  the 
United  Slates,  this  country  wilt  stand  right 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world  and  of  posterity. 
Nay,  it  is  not  paradoxical  to  say  that  we 
shall  stand  rieht,  at  no  distant  time,  in  the 
eyes  even  of  our  enemies  in  the  United 
States ;  for  by  a  singular  anomaly,  upon 
the  issue  of  this  struggle  in  which  Ame- 
rica is  attempting  to  cripple  our  resources, 
depends'  not  only  the  independence  of 
Burope,  but  perhaps  ultimately,  the  free* 
dofla  of  America  herself. 
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Mr.  Croker  said,  the  right  hon.  senile* 
inan  who  spoke  last,  had  expressed  deep 
regret  at  the  neglect  of  the  government, 
in  not  inflicting  a  terrible  chastisement 
upon  their  American  foes,  immediately 
following  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 
A  few  plain  facts  which  he  would  submit 
to  the  House  might  help  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  understand  the  naval  opera- 
tions of  Britain  on  the  American  coast 
more  distinctly,  and  show  him  that  his 
statement  had  partly  proceeded  from  im- 
perfect information.  As  soon  as  the  dis- 
cussions in  America  began  to  take  a  serious 
turn,  which  he  conceived  happened  during 
the  month  of  May  last,  the  British  go- 
vernment sent  orders  to  their  naval  of- 
ficers, not  couched  in  doubtful  terms,  but 
in  the  plain  good  old  English  style,  that 
as  the  American  government  had  assumed 
a  menacing  attitude,  they  should  put  in 
force  their  standing  orders  to  sink,  burn, 
and  destroy  their  enemy's  ships.  These 
orders  had  been  issued  on  the  9th  of  May 
last.  They  had  never  been  revoked,  but 
had  been  in  force,  were  in  force,  and  were 
acted  upon  as  they  had  been  given,  with- 
out any  drag-chain  upon  them.  On  the 
Tery  day  that  the  Americana  had  declared 
war  against  Great  Britain,  commodore 
Bodgers  put  to  sea^  although  it  was  sup- 
posea  he  had  not  received  any  instructions 
tirom  bis  government  to  that  effect.  In  a 
few  days  a  British  squadron  was  sent  in 
pursuit  of  commodore  Rodgers  and  his 
fleet,  at  an  earlier  time  than  could  have 
been  expected.  The  British  admiral 
wisely  thought  that  some  blow  was 
aiipea  at  the  commerce  of  this  country  ; 
he  therefore  went  to  protect  the  West  In- 
dia fleet.  It  proved  that  he  was  right  in 
his  supposition,  for  while  protecting  the 
West  India  fleet,  he  fell  in  with  com- 
modore Rodgers,  gave  him  cbace, 
and  immediately  bore  down  to  give  him 
hatcle,  and  had  he  thought  proper  to  stand 
^  engagement,  the  war  would  have  com- 
menced with  one  of  those  brilliant  achieve- 
ments which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
*o  strongly  recommended  ^  but  very  un- 
luckily he  made  his  escape.  The  Guer- 
nere  had  gone  to  sea  in  company  with 
the  Africa,  74,  from  which  ship  she  was 
separated  in  a  gale  of  wind ;  immediately 
after  which  she  fell  in  with  the  American 
frigate  of  superior  size,  by  whom  she  was 
most  unfortunately  Uken.— When  the 
noQ.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had 
^^>  that  admiral  Warren  had  remained  in 
Halifax,  he  was  right,  for  although  all  the 


ships,  even  the  admiral's  flag  ship,  had 
been  sent  to  sea,  that  officer  was 'himself 
detained  by  urgent  business  relative  to 
negociations  with  tiie  Ao^erican  govern- 
ment. His  own  knowledge  was  so  limited 
that  he  was  not  competent  to  judge  whe- 
ther the  arrangements  which  had  been 
made  by  sir  John  Warren  were  or  were 
not  judicious ;  but  from  the  high  character 
of  that  officer,  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  they  were  most  judicious.  It  was 
certain  that  the  officer  had  a  sufficient 
force  at  his  disposal ;  and  he  trusted  that 
the  details  of  the  service  would  shew  that 
the  force  had  been  properly  disposed. 
When  sir  John  Warren,  he  repeated,  went 
to  the  American  station,  having  arrange- 
ments to  make  concerning  the  province 
of  Canada  and  other  objects,  he  rjemained 
for  some  time,  it  was  true,  in  harbour  at 
Halifax.  But  did  his  ships  remain  there  ? 
No ;  not  even  his  flag«ship,  as  he  hoisted 
his  flag  in  sdme  small  ship  in  the  harbour. 
He  had  no  mitigatory  orders,  and  whether 
or  no  the  disposition  he  made  of  his  force 
was,  as  he  (Mr.  C.)  supposed  it  was,  good, 
the  government  could  incur  neither  merit 
nor  blame  on  account  of  it.  An  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Baring)  had 
said  that  Chesapeake,  Delaware,  Boston, 
and  New  York,  should  have  been  block- 
aded. This,  with  regard  to  the  two  first  of 
these  harbours,  was  certainly  practicable. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  two  last  it  was  not 
possible,  in  the  opinion  not  only  pf  British 
officers,  but  also  of  Commodore  Rodgers^ 
Captains  Hull,  Bainbridge,  and  other 
American  seamen.  Commodore  Rodgers 
shewed  this,  as  he  had  constantly  endea- 
voured, with  great  risk,  to  get  out  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  to  get  into  either  6f  the 
two  other  ports.  The  right  hOn.  gentle- 
man had  said,  that  the  moment  the  news 
arrived  of  the  loss  of  the  Macedonian,  the 
Chesapeake  was  shut  up  by  a  paper 
blockade.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
forgot  that  the  same  wind  which  brought 
intelligence  of  the  loss  of  the  Macedonian, 
also  conveyed  this  news,  that  the  Chesa- 
peake was  blockaded ;  and  the  very  same 
post  which  brought  that  news,  also  men- 
tioned an  unpleasant  report  of  the  loss  of 
the  Poictiers,  which  ship  had  been  two 
months  blockading  that  harbour.  The 
reason  why  this  blockade  had  not  been 
notified  was  in  order  to  avoid  the  charge 
of  a  paper  blockade.  The  whole  question 
had  latterly  turned  upon  the  right  of  im- 
pressment ;  and  on  this  subject  the  hon« 
gentleman  opposite  bad  taken  up  the  opi- 
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nion  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  quoted  his  ex- 
pression, which  was,  that  *'  we  naturalized 
ibreign  seamen  into  our  service  analo- 
gously to  the  manner  in  which  the  Ame- 
ricans naturalized  our  seamen  into  theirs/' 
It  was  needless  for  him  to  say  any  thing 
in  refutation  of  that  opinion,  or  of  the  ar- 
gument founded  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
upon  the  statute  of  Anne,  that  two  years 
service  of  foreign  seamen  in  our  ships 
gave  them  similar  privileges,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  had  com- 
pletely  proved  that  there  was  no  analogy 
oetween  the  cases  of  the  two  countries. 
All  that '  he  should  add  to  the  matter  so 
eloquently  expounded  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  be  as  to  the  practice  of 
the  Admiralty.  In  his  own  professional 
duty,  he  had  every  day  occasion  to  dis- 
charge foreigners  who  had  been  two  years 
in  the  British  navy;  [and  although  they 
were  discharged  .  as  foreigners,  ye't  at 
that  very  moment,  if  they  applied  to  the 
Admiralty,  to  assist  them  in  recovering 
payment  of  any  debts,  their  names  were 
given  in  to  the  attorney  as  British 
subjects.  Mr.  Monroe  had  said,  that 
there  was  no  regulation  in  Great  Britain 
for  preventing  the  impressing  of  foreigners. 
This  was  a  gross  mistake;  for  there  was 
such  a  regulation.  There  did  exist  regu- 
lations againstimpressing foreigners,  and  in 
case  of  a  foreigner's  entering  into  the  navy, 
though  the  Admiralty  would  not  grant  his 
discharge  at  his  own  request,  yet  they  never, 
refused  it  to  the  consul  of  his  nation,  as 
they  considered  that  his  allegiance,  which 
was  due  to  his  country,  could  not  be 
avoided  by  any  act  of  his  own.  It  often 
happened,  as  he  had  said,  that  to  these  sea- 
men sums  of  money  were  due  for  pay  or 
prize,  which  they  had  made  over  to  crimps 
or  Jews;  and  the  Admiralty  desired  their 
solicitor  to  sue  these  persons  for  that 
money  as  doe  to  a  British  subject,  by  the 
same  stroke  of  the  pen  with  which  they 
restored  them  to  their  native  country's 
service.  They  were,  in  fact,  considered 
as  having  two  countries, — the  voluntary 
servfce  of  the  one  being  looked  upon  as 
unable  to  debar  the  natural  allegiance  to 
the  othco*.  And  yet  Mr.  Monroe  asserted 
that  we  impressed  American  seamen  and 
kept  them  !  Whereas,  an  American  cer- 
tificate of  citizenship  had,  in  spite  of  all 
the  abuses  which  were  known  to  be  prac- 
tised upon  such  documents,  been  always 
respected  by  the  Admiralty.  As  to  the 
frauds  which  were  committed  in  the  forg- 
ing of  certificates^  the  noble  lord  bad  men* 


tioned  one  instance,  and  the  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  had  asked  for  mote.  It 
was  needless  to  multiply  instances,  as 
the  matter  was  so  notorious.  It  was 
carried  on  in  Philadelphia  to  a  great 
extent.  This  abuse  was  recognized 
by  the  American  government,  for  al- 
though there  was  such  damning  proof 
against  th^m,  they  stilt  persisted.  Not 
long  since,  a  certificate  had  been  pre* 
sented  by  a  mulatto,  in  which  he  was  aes« 
cribed  as  a  person  of  fair  complexion  with 
light  eyes.  In  andther  case,  a  certificate 
was  presented  at  the  Admiralty,  only  five 
days  after  the  date  on  which  It  was  pur- 
ported to  have  been  signed  at  New  York 
and  backed  by  the  American  consul  at  this 
port,  Mr.  Beazle  V-  This  was  not  an  abuse 
of  petty  clerks ;  it  was,  he  repeated,  an  act 
recognised  by  the  American  governmenti 
He  mentioned  that  it  had  been  proved 
that  an  American  consul  at  London,  of 
the  name  of  Lyman,  had  sold  a  certificate 
to  a  man  for  a  guinea,  and  had  told  him  he 
could  give  as  good  a  protection  as  any 
in  England  for  that  sum.  When  this  wis 
known  at  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  was 
written  to  Mr.  Lyttan,  saying  that  no 
more  of  his  certificates^ would  be  received. 
To  this  letter  Mr.  Lyman  sent  an  angry 
reply,  in  which  he  expressed  his  con- 
fiuence  that  he  would  meet  with  the  sup- 
port of  the  American  government;  but 
he  (Mr.  Croker)  had  never  heard  whe- 
ther Mr.  Lyman  had  carried  his  represen- 
tation to  the  foot  of  the  presidential  throne. 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  went  on  to  ex- 
plain the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster  on 
the  Sth  of  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Americans  enticing  British  seamen  into 
their  service.  These  circumstances  were 
as  follows : — A  cartel  (the  Gleaner)  was 
sent  irom  England  with  conciliatory  pro* 
positions  to  the  American  government 
The  officer  who  commanded  this  vessel 
was  ordered  not  to  allow  any  of  the  sea- 
men to  land  ;  notwithstanding  which  the 
Americans  enticed  so  many  of  the  English 
sailors  to  enter  their  service,  that  tliere  was 
a  danger  of  the  vessel  not  being  able  to 
return  with  dispatches,  for  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  men  to  navigate  her.  Mr. 
Foster  having  written  to  the  American  go- 
vernment, and  having  stated  on  evidence 
that  28  of  these  English  sailors  were  on 
board  the  American  frigate  Constitution, 
Mr.  Monroe  replied  to  his  letter,  and 
stated,  that  the  fact  of  these  seamen  being 
on  board  the  American  frigate  could  not 
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be  admitted  on  the  evidence  which  he 
(Mr.  Foster]  had  given  ;  and  this  because 
it  was  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  admit  ^nglish  seamen  on  board 
of  an  American  ship;  that  these  seamen 
might  probably  have  become  American 
citizens,  in  which  case  no  difference  was 
admitted  |>etween  citizens  by  birth  and 
citizens  by  naturalization.  This  was  a 
case  of  such  enormity,  and  the  nature  of 
the  American  doctrines  were  so  fully 
shewn,  that  it  was  needless  for  him  to  ofier 
any  comments  upon  it.  He  had  risen  to 
say,  that  there  had  been  no  order  from  the 
British  government  to  confine  tlie  opera- 
tions of  their  fleets.  Thank  God !  that 
House  was  about  to  join  unanimously  on 
that  night  in  a  measure  which  would  do 
much  to  teach  the  Americans  a  lesson  which 
would  probably  induce  them  to  bring  th,e 
war  to  a  speedly  termination.  Their  una^- 
nimity  on  that  occasion,  would  show  to 
France  and  to  America,  that  thev  had  np- 
thing  to  hope  from  divisions  in  the  British 
councils.  It  was  far  from  his  desire  to 
intrude  on  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to 
say  any  thing  that  could  prevent  the  ques- 
tion being  Carried  unanimously,  for  it 
would  do  more  than  any  iliing'  that  had 
occurred,  to  shew  the  Americans,  that 
when  our  vital  interests  were  threatened, 
they  would  go  hand  in  hand  to  defend 
them,  however  they  might  difier  in  their 
political  opinions. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rose  junior 
and  Mr.  W.  Smith, 

Lord  Castkreagh  briefly  replied,  and 
stated,  that  letters  of  marque  had  been  is- 
sued in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
attempt  to  conclude  an  armistice  by  ad- 
mirjil  Sawyer  and  sir  6.  Prevost. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried 
non,CQn. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FHday,  Fehnuny  19. 

Roman  Catholics.]  Lord  Kenyon 
moved  for  a  Return  of  those  Roman  Ca- 
tholics who,  during  the  last  ten  years,  had 
taken  the  Oaths,  and  subscribed  the  De- 
clairation  prescribed  by  the  Slst  Geo.  3. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  the  Catholics 
^Ming  stated  as  a  reason  why  further  in- 
dulgences should  be  granted  to  them, 
their  having  numerously  taken  the  Oaths 
and  subscribed  the  Declaration,  he  wished 
to  asceruin  the  number  who  had  so  done, 
not  with  any  disposition  to  question  their 
loyalty^  believing  that  his  Majesty  ha^  not 


a  more  loyal  class  of  subjects,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  information. 

Lord  lib//£m(^  suggested  the  propriety  of 
extending  the  motion  to  Ireland,  with  re- 
spect to  the  oaths  taken  under  the  S3d 
Geo.  3,  He  wished  to  know  also  whether 
the  object  of  the  noble  lord's  motion  was 
a  return  of  those  who  bad  taken  the  oaths 
with  a  view  to  a  qualification,  or  those  wha 
had  voluntarily  taken  them  ? 

Lord  Kcvyon  h^d  no  objection  to  the 
motion  suggested  respecting  Ireland.  His 
present  object  was  a  return  of  those  who 
had  spontaneously  taken  the  oaths. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  observed,  that  the 
returns  were  made  to  th^  privy  council, 
and  suggested  therefore  an  alteration  in 
the  motion. 

]pord  ^dfsdqjifi  re^d  thp  elapse  in  the 
Act  by  which  the  returns  were  to  be 
made  to  the  privy  council  previous  to 
tbe  25th  of  December  in  each  year,  and 
Qbserved  that  chiefly  those  Catholics 
took  tb,e  oaths  who  possessed  property,  or 
who,  for  other  purposes^  sought  the  quali- 
Rcation  which  the  ta^iqg  the  oaths  con« 
ferred. 

Tb^  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  February  19. 
Petition  of  Wins  MBacHANTs,  Coa^i 

RESPONDENTS   OF   THE   RoTAL  WiNE   COM«> 

PANT  OF  Oporto.]  A  Petition  of  several 
wine  merchants  in  Great  Britain,  corre^ 
spondents  of  the  Royal  Wine  Company  oJT 
Oj)orto,  was  presented  and  read ;  setting 
fortk^, 

"  That  a  Petition  was  presented  «^  ihl^ 
close  of  the  last  session  of  parliament  to  the 
House*  by  certain  persons  calling  them- 
selves "  late  members  of  the  factory  at 
Oporto,"  the  intent  of  which  Petition  was 
to  obtain  the  abolition  of  the  Royal  Wine 
Company's  charter,  through  the  interfe- 
rence of  the  House*  under  the  presence 
that  the  said  Company  was  an  establishT 
ment  whose  tendency  and  intention  wai^ 
*^  the  exclusion  of  his  Majesty's  subject^ 
from  the  traffic  in  the  wines  of  Portugal/^ 
and  that  in  consequence  of  this  Petition  an 
application  has  been  sent  out  from  th^ 
British  government  to  the  Portuguese  go* 
vemment  at  Rio  Janeiro  and  Lisbon^  for 
the  relieving  the  British  traders  m  Portugal 
from  the  operation  of  all  the  privileges  of 
the  Royal  Wine  Company,  that  are  in« 
compatible  with  the  free  and  unrestricted 
trad^  apd  commqrc^  carried  on  by  Britial^ 
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subjects  in  the   kingdom  of  Portugal,  in 
conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
25th  article  of  the  said  treaty;  and  that 
the  petitioners 'have  every  reason  to  fear, 
that  if  this  application  is  deemed,  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  two  countries,  to  be 
equivalent  to  a  demand  of  the  abolition  of 
the  Company's  charter,  or  of  any  regula- 
tions which  would  render  it  nugatory,  and 
is  acted  upon  in  that  view,  under  an  idea 
that  the  subject  has  been  fully  investigated 
in  this  country,  that  the  immediate  conse- 
quence will  be,  the  inundating  of  Great 
Britain  with  artificial  compositions  under 
the  denomination  of  red  port,  and  to  ma- 
terially injure  the  commerce,  navigation, 
and  revenue,  of  both  countries ;    and  that, 
to  enforce  their  request,  the  said  Petition 
appeared  to  contain  an  opinion  of  the  lords 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  their  favour;  but 
that,  on  the  petitioners  applying  to  the 
said  board  for  the  grounds  on  which  such 
opinion  had  been  given,  the  petitioners 
were  informed  that  the  opinion  alluded  to 
was  given  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  that 
there  was  not  any  documents  to  shew  the 
grounds  of  it,  or  upon  what  investigation 
it  had  been  founded  ;    frotn  this  answer, 
as  also  from  other  documents,  the  peti- 
tioners have  reason  to  believe  that  this 
opinion  of  the  lords  of  trade  was  the  result 
of  ex  parte  statements,  given  at  the  first  es- 
tablishment of  the  Company,  and  before 
its  beneficial  efiects  could  be  feU  %    and 
that  if  this  evidence  could  be  produced,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  the  result  of  disap- 
pointed  interests  and  unfounded  fears,  and 
not  of  an  investigation  of  facts,  as  the  pe- 
titioners are  unable  to  ascertain  that  either 
the  Company,  or  any  of  its  correspondents, 
were  ever  called  upon  to  answer  any  state* 
ment  against  them  before  such  answer  was 
given;  and  that  notwithstanding  the  heavy 
complaints  made  by  those  petitioners  of 
the  grievances  and  annoyances  to  which 
they  are  subject,  and  in  language  which 
would  lead  the  House  to  suppose  that  they 
had  lately  arisen,  and  had  annihilated  the 
British  wine  trade  in  Portugal,  it  is  a  cer- 
tain fact,  that  no  new  restraints  have  been 
adopted  or  acted  upon,  and  those  which 
are  the  subject  of  complaint  were  estab- 
lished to  prevent  British  mercnants    at 
Oporto  from  purchasing  such  wines  as 
were,  before  1755,  osed  to  adulterate  port 
wine  to'such  a  deterioration  of  its  quality, 
as  caused  it  to  be  pronounced  in  England, 
by  the  physicians^  injurious  to  health  ;  and 
the  petitioners  are  able  to  prove  that  the 
Company  was  established,  and   the  re- 


Petition  of  Wine  McrcluoUs,  Sfc, 


[CSS 


straints  enforced,  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  ruin  of  the  trade  by  the 
adulteration  of  the  wines ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners observe,  that  it  is  stated  that  the 
average  importation,  for  a  series  of  former 
years,  paying  duty,  has  been  50,000  pipes; 
the  petitioners,  on  the  contrary,  are  satis- 
fied  that  it  wrll   appear  that  the  largest 
series  of  importations,  and  those  owing  to 
peculiar  circumstances,  was  from  1797  to 
1806,  when  the  annual  importation,  for 
ten  y^ars,  was  only  47,152,  and  even  from 
this  should  be  deducted   the  average  an- 
nual  exportation  of  2,208  pipes,  which 
leaves  but  44iQ44>  for  duty  on  consumption, 
and  even  that  this  amount  is  far  greater 
than  has  ever  been  annually  consumed  in 
Great  Britain  ;    and  that  the  importation 
of  18,378  pipes  only,  in  1811,  was  not 
owing  to  the  prices  of  the  wines  being  in- 
creased by  the  monopoly  of  the   \vine 
Company,  and  to  the  petitioners  not  being 
able  to  prevent  it,  in  consequence  of  their 
having  been    driven   from  Oporto,    but 
arose  from  the  large  demands  for  wine  for 
the  consumption  of  the  army  in  Portugal, 
and  more  particularly  from  the  large  sur- 
plus stock  of  wine  in  the  bonds  of  ^  Great 
Britain,  from  the  excess  of  importation 
over  consumption  in  the  above  ten  years, 
and  that   therefore  the  revenue  has  not 
been  injured  by  the  smallness  of  this  im- 
portation, there  being  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1812,  after  a  still  smaller  importa- 
tion, about  50,000  pipes  in  the  bonds  ready 
to  pay  duty,  if  there  was  a  necessity  from 
consumption  to  take  it  out ;    and  that  the 
petitioners    have  reason,  from  evidence, 
to  believe,  that  if  the  charter  of  the  royal 
Wine  Company  be  taken  away,  the  greater 
part  of  the  wines  from  Oporto  would  be 
mixed  with  thin  acid  wines,  which  would 
afterwards  be  brought  by  brandy,  elder- 
berry juice,  and  other  intoxicating  ingre- 
dients, to  an  artificial  strength  and  colour, 
such  having  been  the  practice  before  the 
establishment  of  the  Company,  and  such 
practice  having,  as  the  petitioners  have 
before  stated,  decreased  its  sale« ;  and  that 
the  Royal*  Wine  Company  was  first  esta- 
blished in  1756,  for  twenty  years,  and  has 
h^d   its  charter  twice  renewed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  benefits  it  has  produced ; 
that  in  1747,  ten  years  before  the  esta* 
blishmentof  the  Company,  19,420  pipes 
only  were  exported  from  Oporto;  io  1754 
this  ouantity  decreased    to   13,820;    in 
1755  It  further  decreased  to  12,869  pipes; 
and  in  1756,  the  year  the  Company  was 
first  establishedi  it  was  reduced  to  18/111 
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pipes ;  but  that,  in  the  year  1757,  imrne* 
diately  after  the  establiahment  of  the  Com- 
pany, it  increased  to  12,488  pipes,  and 
has  eve/since  continued  gradually  to  in- 
crease ;  so  that,  though  in  the  ten  years 
prior  to  the  Company  s  charter  there  was 
exported  from  Oporto  only  166,609  pipes 
of  port,  yet,  in  the  first  ten  years  after 
their  charter,  there  was  exported  from 
Oporto  166,130,  in  the  second  214,601,  in 
the  third  244,744;  in  the  fourth  432,340, 
in  the  fifth  47 1,500;   and  that  the  British 
merchants  and  the  British  shipping  re- 
ceive the  benefits  of  this  importation,  the 
Royal  Wine  Company  never  having  ex- 
ported to  Great  Britain  more  than  5,000 
pipes  in  any  one  year  prior  to  the  invasion 
of  Portugal;  and  the  excess  of  exportations 
by  the  Company,  since  that  period,  has 
been  to  serve  some  of  those  who  now  pe- 
tition for  the  abolition  of  the  Company, 
without  whose  assistance  they  could  not 
have  kept  their  trade  together;   and  that 
the  petitioners  are  satisfied  that  they  are 
able  to  prove,  upon  any  candid  enquiry 
Into  facts,  that  the  Royal  Wine  Company's 
charter  is  not  productive  of  any  restriction 
or  hindrance  to  the  free  commerce  of  Bri- 
tish merchants,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
the  existence  of  the  Company  and  itscon- 
troul  over  the  making  of  the  wines,  and  ail 
their  regulations  as  heretofore  and  at  pre- 
sent enforced,  is  essential  to  the  protection 
of  the  trade   iUelf;    and  that  the  peti. 
tioners  have  no  wish  to  support  any  mono- 
poly or  privileges  injurious  to  the  British' 
merchant,  and  are  wholly  ignorant  that 
any  such  exist;    they  have  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  upon  what  facts  those 
who  complain,  in  this  country,  assert  that 
any  restrictions  which  have  been  establish- 
ed by  the  Company  have  proved  injurious 
to  the  merchant  or  the  wme  trade  in  ge- 
neral, or  what  particular  privileges  of  the 
Company  are  objected  to,  as  those  who 
compinin  hare  not  stated  them  here  or  in 
Portugal ;    that  no  specific  charges  are 
preferred  which  can  be  met  either  by  ar- 
gument or  proof,  and  merely  general  as- 
sertions of  monopoly  and    restrictions; 
and  that  the  petitioners  are  most  anxious 
for  an  opportunity  of  meeting  any  charges 
which  may  be  brought  forward  against 
the  conduct  of  the  Port  Wine  Company, 
being  satisfied  that  the  result  of  such  inves- 
tigation will  completely  prove,  that   the 
privileges  of  the  Company  and  their  super- 
intendence has  proved  most  beneficial, 
and   is  essential  to  the*  preservation  and 
prosperity  of  the  port  wine  trade ;    and 


praying  the  House  to  take  the  premises 
into  their  consideration,  and  to  grant  such, 
relief  to  the  petitioners  as  to  the  House 
may  seem  meet ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
may,  in  case  the  same  should  become  ne* 
cessary,  or  be  deemed  fit  by  the  House, 
be  heard  by  themselves  or  their  counsel, 
agents,  and  witnesses,  in  proof  of  the 
allegations  submitted  by  them  to  the 
Housfc." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  respecting  the  East  India 
Company,  from  the  Socibty  in  Scot- 
land FOR  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOW- 
LEDGE.] Mr.  Wilberforce  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 
propagating  Christian  kilowledge ;  setting 
forth,  ' 

"  That  the  society  was  incorporated  in 
the  year  1709,  by  a  charter  from  her  ma« 
jesty  queen  Anne,  for  the  farther  promo- 
ting of  Christian  knowledge  and  increase 
of  piety  and  virtue  within  Scotland,  espe- 
cially in  the  Highlands,  Islands,  and  re- 
mote conners  thereof,  and  for  propagating 
the  same  in  Popish  and  infidel  parts  of  the 
world  ;  and  that  since  that  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  donations  and  bequests  of 
pious  and  benevolent  persons,  the  funds  of 
the  society  have  increased  to  a  considera- 
ble amount,  and  have  been  faithfully  ap- 
plied to  the  purposes  of  the  charter,  agree- 
ably to  the  will  of  the  donors;    and  thai 
the  labours  of  the  society,   by  means  of 
their  teachers,  catechists,  and  missionaries^ 
have,,  it  is  well  known,  been  attended 
with  great  success  in  the  education  of 
youth,  in  fufthering  the  interests  of  religion 
and  virtue,  and  in  diffusing,  both  in  Scot- 
land and  America,  the  blessings  of  civili« 
zation  and  industry,  subordination  to  law- 
ful authority,  and  attachment  to  the  con- 
stitution and  government  of  the  British 
empire ;    and  that  it  appears  to  the  peti- 
tioners, that  the  exertions  of  the  sooiety 
can  no  where  be  employed  more  agrceablv 
to  the  object  of  the  royal  charter,  or  with 
greater  prospect  of  success,  than  in  those 
territories  and  provinces  in  India  which 
now  form  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions ;  and  that,  while  the  natives  of  those 
countries  have  long  been  and  still  continue 
in  a  state  of  deplorable  ignorance,  and  ad- 
dicted to  various  idolatrous  and  supersti- 
tious usages  of  the  most  degrading  and 
horrible  description,  many  of   our  own 
countrymen,  members  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  employed  in  the  different  civil 
and  military  departments  in  Indi*,  are 
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hoviid  dtily  hare  been  fretted  hy  the  most 
delicftte  condbety  ^nd  by  the  ivbole  com* 
inercial  eoncernt  of  the  British  nation  be^ 
ihg  cotilSded  to  one  onited  authority ;  and 
thai  the  petitioners  ftiel  it  incombent  npon 
Ihem  to  submit  to  the  House  an  abstract 
of  their  financial  operations  since  the  ar- 
rangement contained  in  the  above  men« 
tioned  act  of  the  33rd  year  of  his  present 
Majesty  Was  m^de ;   at  that  time  the  ca- 
pital stock  of  the  petitioners  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  5,000,0001. ;  since  that  period, 
in  pdrstiance  of  an  act  passed  fer  that  pur- 
pose, the  capital  stock  has  been  encreased 
oy  the  SUM  of  l, 000,000/.  contributed  by 
the  subscribers  at  the  rate  of  200L  pet 
cent. ;  and  that  at  the  time  when  the  act 
of  the  33rd"of  his  Majesty  was  passed.  Sun- 
dry debts  incurred  in  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  the  British  possessions  in  India, 
bearing    interest,   were   then    due    and 
«>wing  by  the  petitioners,  amonotinff  to 
7,000,0002.  Aterliag,  or  thereabouts;  smce 
that  period  the  said  debt  has  been  very 
ttttch  increased  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
great  part  of  such  increased  debt  was 
ratsed  upon  loans,  by  the  terms  of  which 
the  creditors  were  entitled  to  the  option  of 
beinig  paid  off  in  India  or  by  bills  of  ex- 
change to  be  drawn  upon  London,  and 
upon  such  obligations  becoming  due,  the 
petitioners  hftve  been  obliged  to  provide 
out  of  their  funds  and  credii  at  home,  the 
toeans  of  p&yiAg  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
npen  them  "since  the  year  1807,  to  the 
^amount  of  io,£K)2,924/.  sterling,  in  dis- 
charge of  Indian  debt,  and  the  debt  con- 
tracted fc^  political  purposes,  m>w  remain- 
ing due  in  India,  according  to  the  latest 
advices  from  thence^  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  ^6,000,000/.  or  thereabouts,  over  and 
besides  the  sum  of  3,000,000/.  reduced  3 
-per   cent,    annuities,   and   the   sum    of 
1,400,000/.  consolidated  3  per  cent,  an- 
Inifti^es,  on  Which  the  sum  of  2,500,0002. 
KterTitig  Wais  mised,  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  hist  session  of  parliament,  to 
enaMe  the  petitioners  to  pay  bills  of  ex- 
change. Which  bad  been  drawn  upon  them 
frcMA India,  in  part  discharge  of  the  Indian 
debt,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  also 
over  and  besides  the  sum  of  1{,202,000/. 
br  thereabouts,  now  owing  by  the  peti- 
tioners upon  bills  df  exchange  not  yet  due, 
but  payable  in  London,  and  which  have 
been  dfTawn  in  India,  in  futther  part  dis- 
charge of  the  said  Indian  debt ;  and  that 
the  revenues  of  the  territorial  Sfcquisittons 
hi  India,  in  the  possession  of  the  pett- 
ti<metS|  in  the  yeaf  17^S  amoonted  to  the 
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annual  som  of  8,000,000/.  or  thereaboats, 
and  by  the  latest  account  and  ettimmtes  re- 
ceived from  the  East  Indies,  the  revenues 
of  the  territorial  acquisittons  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  petittoners,  amounts  to 
the  annual  sum  of  16,000,000/.  or  there- 
abouts, but  the  civil  and  military  ezpeoces 
of  the  government  have  proportionably 
increased :    and  that  the  profits  of  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  petitioners  aince 
the  year  1793,  to  the  latest  period  to  which 
the  accounts  can  be  correctly  estioiated, 
have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  0,289,405/., 
over  and  above  the  commercial  charges 
of  the  petitioners,  and  beyond  the  pay* 
ment  of  interest  on  their  bond  debt  in  £ng« 
land,  and  besides  the  dividends  from  time 
to  time  paid  on  the  capital  stock  of  the 
petitioners,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  said  act,  passed  in  the  33itl  year  of  his 
present  Majesty ;  and  that  In  1793,  the 
bond  debt  in  England  of  the  petitioners 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  Sg'JOOfiOOi.,  or 
thereabouts,  since  whichj  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  vear  ]t97,  they  have  been  em- 
powered  to  raise  money  by  increasing 
their    capita)  stocky  by  the  amount  of 
2,000,000/.    but  they  faave  not  availed 
themselves  of  that  resource,  but,  under  the 
authority  of  several  acts  of  parliament,  diey 
have  raised  money  upon  bond,  and  their 
bond  debt  in  £n|land  nowaraoonltsto  the 
sum  of  5,409,325i.»but  the  petitioners  are 
entitled  bjTl^w  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  7,000,tXX)/.  in  the  whole ;  and  that  the 
aminal  intereA  upon  the  present  amount 
of  the  Indian  debt  now  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  l,600,000/«,  ttr  thereabouts,  and  as 
by  the  terms  of  the  loans  on  which  such 
money  was  raised,  the  creditors  are  en- 
titled to  receive  their  interest  by  payment 
of  rftoney  in  India,  or  by  biHs  of  exchange, 
to  be  drawn  and  made  payable  in  London, 
at  rates  favourable  to  the  hoMers,  and, 
judging  from  the  amount  drawn  within  the 
last  half  year,  the  petitioners  estimate  that 
the  annual  sum  of  1,500,000/.  or  there- 
abouts, will  be  necessary  \o  be  provided 
annually  in  London  for  the  payment  of 
such  interest,  besides  which,  although  the 
several  sums  of  money  payable  in  respect 
of  the  reduced  and  consolidated  annuities, 
(on  which  the  said  sum  of  2,500,000/.  was 
raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament)  for  interest   and 
sinking  fund  attendant  thereon,  amonnting 
altogether  to  the  annual  sum  of  242,820/., 
are  expressly  charged  upon  the  revenves 
of  the  territorial  acquisitions  in  the  East 
Indies,  yet  the  petitioners  are  bound  by 
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the  imtd  «ei»  at  all  eventt^  to  pay  such 
auma  of  money  inio  Ibe  Baok  of  England* 
in  nannar  in  ihe  aaid  act  mentioned  ;  and 
the  petitioners  will  also  be  obliged  to  pro- 
y\6e,  in  London^  the  imereai  and  other 
charffes  which  may  be  attendimt  upon 
any  farther  loan  which  may  be  necessary, 
in  consequence  of  the  aaid  farther  sam  of 
2,2O2,0OOL,  part  of  Ihe  Indian  debt»  for 
which  bills  of  exchange*  drawn  opon  the 
petitioners*  are  now  ontstanding ;   and  it 
If  estimated  that  political  charges  (includ- 
ing payments  to  be  made  to  the  creditors 
of  the  late  nabobs  of  the  Camatic)  conse- 
quential upon  the  Indian  territory*  to  the 
annual  amount  of  910*000/.  or  thereaboute* 
will  be  to  be  defrayed  in  England ;  and 
ail*  from  the  best  estimates  which  can  be 
made*  there  appears  but  little  reason  to 
expect  (without  a  considerable  reduction 
of  the  military  expencesof  the  petitioners 
in  India)  that  there  should  be  any  suffi- 
cient surplus  revenue  to  be  remitted  for 
those  purposes*  the  petitioners  apprehend 
that  the  punctual  discharge  of  the  pecu- 
niary obligations  of  the  petitioners  in  re- 
lation thereto*  as  well  as  the  payment  of 
the  interest  upon  their  bond  debt  in  Eng- 
land* and  the  dividends  on  their  capital 
stock*  will  depend  most  essentially  opon 
the  trade  to  be  carried  on  by  the  peti- 
tioners; and  that*  in  pursuance  of  several 
acta  of  parliament  since  1S07*  the  peti- 
tioners have  increased  their  bond  debt  ii^ 
Eagland  by  the  sum  of  2*409.325/. ;  and 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  dOth 
vear  of  his  present  Majesty,  the  petitioners 
have  borrowed  exchequer  bills  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  amount  of  1*500*000/.;  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session* 
as  hereinbefore  mentionedi  the  petitioners 
raised   on    loan*    by    way    of   redaced 
and    consolidated  annuities*  the  sum  of 
2*600.000/. ;  and  all  such  sums  of  money* 
together  with  the  said  sum  of  6,289,405/., 
which  has  arisen  from  the  surplus  profits 
of  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  petitioners* 
as  herein-befere  mentioned,   have  been 
absorbed  by  payment  of  debts  and  ex- 
ptncea  incurred  m  respect  of  the  territo* 
rial  acquisitions  in  India;  and  that  in  the 
expeditions  on  the  part  of  the  British  na- 
tion against  the  European  enemies  of  his 
Majesty,  and  by  advances  ifor  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy  and  other  public  services*  the 
petitioners  have  incurred  very  large  ex- 
peaces*  which  they  submit  they  are  en- 
titled to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public ; 
and  the  petitioners  compute*  that  after 
allowing  such  sum  as  they  are  indebted 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 
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to  the  public  for  the  loan  of  exchequer 
bills*  to  the  amoontof  2,500*000/.  as  here- 
in«before  mentioned*  pursuant  to  an  act 
for  that  purpose*  passed  in  the  last  sea- 
sion  of  parliament*  and  after  allowing  such 
sums  as  the  petitioners  are  indebted  to  his 
Majesty  for  troops  in  India*  and  for  re* 
cruiting*  the  sum  of  2*294,426/.*  at  the 
least*  will  be  found  due  to  the  petitioners; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  now  ezhi* 
bited*  they  hope,  with  candour*  the  real 
situation  of  their  affairs*  and  of  the  British 
trade*  and  relations  with  the  East  Indies 
and  China;  the  petitioners  do  not  pre- 
sume  to  offer  an  opinion  whether  any 
other  arrangements  than  those  which  have 
taken  place  would  have  led  to  results 
equally  or  more  advantageooa  than  have 
arisen  to  tjieir  country*  but  they  appro* 
bend  it  to  be  quite  undeniable  that  the 
privileges  entrusted  to  the  petitioners  have 
produced  a  large  quantity  of  positive  be- 
nefit to  the  British  empire*  and  they  sub- 
mit that  any  material  change  in  the  In- 
dian system  would  be  matter  of  experi* 
ment*  for  which  there  can  be  no  sufficient 
data  from  which  its  success  can  be  caU 
culated ;  and  that  the  petitioners  feel  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  express  to  the  House 
their  sincere  opinion  that  the  public  in- 
terest cannot  be  better  consulted  than  by 
continuing  the  petitioners*  as  the  sole 
organs  and  channel  both  for  the  trade  with 
and  the  government  of  India*  upon  the 
principles  established  bv  the  act  of  the 
S3d  year  of  his  Majesty  s  reign*  with  such 
variations  as  to  the  financial  appropria* 
tions.  and  in  some  other  points  of  de-> 
tail*  as  present  circumstances  require*  and 
experience  has  pointed  out;  the  peti- 
tionefsask  not  for  an  exclusive  trade  upon 
the  narrow  principles  of  monopoly*  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  commercial  gain ; 
they  have  under  their  care  interests  of  a 
much  more  extended  and  liberml  nature* 
which  it  isr  their  duty  to  attend  to ;  the 
petitioners  are  ready  to  become  parties  to 
any  arrangement  which  shall  be  consistent 
with  their  rights,  and  the  security  of  Bri- 
tish India*  and  which  will  not  deprive 
them  of  the  means  of  fulfilling  their  pecu- 
niary engagementa  with  the  public  and 
individuals*  or  the  performance  of  the 
functions  which  may  be  continued  or  al- 
lotted to  them;  and  they  hope  they  will 
not  be  deemed  presumptuous  in  humbly 
submitting  their  opinion*  considered  and 
re-considered«  that  the  opening  the  trade 
with  China  in  any  degree  woulcf  endanger 
iu  existence  altogether ;  and  that  the  pe* 
(2X) 
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Petition  of  the  East  India  Company 
roR  the  Renewal  op  their  Charter.] 
A  Petition  of  the  united  company  of 
merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 
Indies  was  presented  and  read;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  in  approaching 
the  House  with  an  application  tor  a  con- 
tinaance  of  the  system  by  which  the  re- 
lation between  Great  Britain  and  thai  East 
Indies  is  now  regulated,  hope  they  may  be 
permitted  to  state  the  outlines  of  the  his- 
tory  of  the  establishment  of  the   peti- 
tioners, as  well  as  their  present  situation 
as  to  their  property  and  rights,  their  func- 
tions and  obligations;  and   that  the  first 
adventurers  in  a  trade  from  England  to 
the  ]^st  Indies,  by  the  way  of  the  Cape 
of ,  Good   Hope,  were  incorporated    by 
queen  Elizabeth,    by  her  royal    letters 
patent,  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  De- 
cember 1601,  by  the  stile  of  '« The  go- 
vernor  and    company  of  merchants  of 
London  trading  into  the  East  Indies,''  to 
whom,  by  the  same  instrument,  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  trading  to  that  country 
was  granted  by  her  said  majesty  for  a 
term  of  15  years  from  Christmas  then  last 
past ;  and  that  the  corporate  capacity  of 
the  said,  sovernor  and  company  of  mer- 
chants of  London  trading  into  the  East 
Indies,  with  the  privilege  of  the  exclusive 
trade,  was  renewed  revived  and  confirmed 
to  them  in  perpetuity  by  several  charters 
pr  letters  patent,  granted  respectively  by 
king  James  the  1st,  king  Charles  the  2nd, 
king  James  the  2nd,  and  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  subject  nevertheless  to 
a  provision,  that,  if  the  continuance  of  any 
of  their  charters,  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
should  not  be  profitable  to  the  realm,  that 
upon  three  years  warning  to  be  given  to 
the  said  company,  all  the  said  charters 
'  ahoold  cease  determine  and  be  void ;  and 
that  the  said  governor  and  company  were 
empowered  by  their  charters  to  establish 
factories  and  settlements  in  the  East  Indies, 
to  have  the  government  of  such  factories 
jand  settlements,  and  to  appoint  governors 
with  a  judicial  power  to  equip  and  main- 
tain military  forces  by  sea  and  land  for 
the  defence  of  their  settlements,  with  the 
power  of  making  peace  and  war  .with  any 
princes  or  people  who  were  not  Christians, 
within  any  places  of  their  trade,  to  make 
jreprisals  n'om  those  persons,  in  those  parts, 
£rom  whom  they  should  sustain  any  loss 


or  injury,  to  erect  castles,  fortifications, 
forts,  and  garrisons,  and  also  to  coin  Indian 
money ;    and    that,   by  virtue  of  these 
powers,  the  said  governor  and  company 
made  settlements,  and  built  forts  and  fac« 
tories,  at  difierent  places  in  the  East  In- 
dies, at  a  very  great  expense,  which  set- 
tlements, forts,  and  factories,  with  some 
territory  annexed  to  them,  were  purchased 
from  Ihe  native  princes  of  the  countries 
within  their  limits;  the  sorereignty  re- 
mained with  their  respective  chiefs,  hot 
the  invmediate  government  of  those  acqui- 
sitions was  exercised   by   the  company 
under  the  powers  which  are  before  men- 
tioned to  have  been  granted  to  them  by 
charter ;  and  the  said  company  made  also 
a  settlement  in  the  island  of  Saint  Helena, 
on  its  being  abandoned  by  the  Dutch, 
about  the  year  1651  ;'and  that  the  pro- 
perty and  sovereignty  in  and  over  the 
port  and  island  oP  Bombay  having  been 
ceded  by  the  king  of  Portugal  to  king 
Charles  the  2nd,  as  part  of  the  dowry  of 
the  infanta  of  Portugal  on  her  marriage 
with  king  Charles,  his  said  majesty  by  his 
royal  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  37th 
day  of  March  1669,  granted  and  conveyed 
unto  the  said  governor  and  company,  their 
successors  and  assigns,  the  property  there- 
of, with. all  the  rights  profits  territories 
and  appurtenances,  and  constituted  them 
the  true  and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors 
of  the  port  and  island,  in  the  most  unli- 
mited manner,  saving  to  his  majesty  his 
heirs  and  soccesors,  his  royal  sovereignty 
of  and  over  the  inhabitants  there ;  but  his 
majesty  granted  the  authority  of  immediate 
civil  and  military  government  of  the  place 
to  the  company ;  and  Saint  Helena  baviog 
been  taken  from  the  said  company  by  the 
Dutch  in  the  war  of  1674,  was  re*uken 
by  a  force  belonging  to  king  Charles  the 
2nd,  who,  by  his  royal  letters  patent  bear- 
ing date  the  lOth  day  of  December  1674, 
re-grarted  that  island,  with  all  the  rigbu, 
profits,    territories,    and    appurtenances 
whatsoever,  unto  the  said  governor  mud 
company,  their  successors  and    assigns, 
and  his  majesty  constituted  them  the  true 
and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors  thereof, 
saving  the  allegiance  due  to  his  majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors ;  and  the  said  charter 
contained  powers  and  authorities  for  the 
government  and  defence  of  the  said  island; 
and  that,  by  an  act  of  parliament  pasaed 
in  the  9th  year  of  king  William  the  Srd, 
for  raising  a  sum  of  two  millions  by  loan 
for  the  public  service,  it  was  enacted,  thai 
all  the  subscribers  to  the  said  loan  should 
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be  intitled  to  traflSc  and  use  the  trade  of 
merchandize  in  such  places,  and  by  such 
ways  and  passages  as  vtrere  then  already 
freouented  found  out  or  discovered,  or 
Which  thereafter  should  be  found  out  or 
discoyered,  and  as  they  severally  should 
esteem  to  be  fittest  or  best  for  them, 
in  to  and  from  the  East  Indies,  in  the 
countries  and  parts  of  Asia  and  Africa, 
and  in  to  and  from  the  islands  ports  havens 
cities  creeks  towns  and  places  of  Asia, 
Africa,  and  America,  or  any  of  them, 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Bona  Esperanza  to 
the  Streighu  of  Magellan,  where  any 
trade  or  trafiic  of  merchandise  was  or 
might  be  used  or  had,  and  to  and  from 
every  of  them.:  and,  by  the  said  act,  his 
majesty  was  empowered  to  incorporate 
any  of  the  subscribers  who  should  desire 
to  trade  with  a  joint  stock ;  and  it  was 
enacted,  that  at  any  time,  upon  three 
years  notice,  after  the  29th  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1711,  upon  repayment  by  parlia- 
ment of  the  said  sum  of  two  millions,  or 
such  part  thereof  as  should  be  advanced, 
all  the  corporations  to  be  created  in  pur- 
suance of  that  act,  and  the  tienefit  of  trade 
thereby  given,  should  absolutely  cease 
and  determine;  and  it  was  enacted  that 
all  such  persons  as  should  have  a  right  of 
trading  by  virtue  of  that  ac^  should  have 
the  sole  and  exclusive  trade  within  the 
limits  before-mentioned ;  and  that  the  said 
sum  of  two  millions  was  subscribed  within 
the  time  limited  by  the  said  act;  and 
thereupon,  by  a  charter  bearing  date  the 
5th  day  of  September  1698,  his  said  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  incorporate  the  larger 
part  of  the  subscribers  to  the  said  loan,  by 
the  stile  of  "  The  English  company  trad- 
ing to  the  East  Indies;*'  and,  by  the  said 
charter,  powers  of  making  settlements, 
and  governing  them,  and  maintaining  mi- 
litary forces  for  their  defence,  were  granted 
to  the  English  company,  similar  to  those 
which  are  before  stated  to  have  been 
granted  to  the  old  company,  since  distin- 
guished by  the  appellation  of  the  London 
company ;  the  sovereign  right,  power, 
and  dominion,  over  all  the  settlements  to 
be  made,  being  reserved  to  his  said  ma- 
jesty ;  and  that  the  above  act  of  parlia- 
ment and  charter  would  have  operated 
to  have  extinguished  and  determined  the 
corporate  capacity  and  privileges  of  the 


sum  of  2,000,OOOiL  to  be  raised,  became 
entitled  to  trade  in  respect  of  it;  and 
therefore,  by  an  act  of  parliament  passed 
in  the  12th  year  of  kiifg  William  the  3rd« 
their  corporate  capacity  was  contiuned  to 
them,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  deter* 
mined  upon  the  redemption  of  the  fund 
established  by  the  said  act  of  the  9th  of 
his  said  majesty's  reign ;  and  that  the  said 
English  company  acquired  and  settled 
several  factories  in  the  East  Indies,  at  a 
very  large  expense ;  and  that,  previous 
to  the  erection  of  the  English  company, 
the  London  company  had  carried  on  their 
trade  with  the  East  Indies  in  competition 
with  the  Portuguese  and  Dutch  and  French 
companies,  and  also  in  competition  with 
unlicensed  adventurers  from  Great  Britain 
who  traded  there,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
clusive grants  which  the  London  company 
was  in  possession  of,  and  which  unlicensed 
jid venturers,  at  times,  acquired  consider<^ 
able  ascendency  amon^^sr  the  native 
powers,  and,  after  the  incorporation  of 
the  English  company,  they  became  also 
competitors  in  the  said  trade  ;  and  that  no 
European  nation  having  then  acquired 
any  considerable  territorial  dominion,  the' 
whole  of  the  trade  by  Europeans  was  car- 
ried on  entirely  at  the  despotic  will  and 
sufierance  of  the  native  princes  of  the 
Mogul  empire;  the  government  and  of- 
ficers of  which  almost  constantly  showed' 
their  favour  and  protection  to  such  of  the 
competitors  from  whom  they  could  obtain 
the  largest  presents ;  and  in  proportion  as 
they  protected  one  of  them,  they  op- 
pressed the  others;  as  an  instance  of 
which,  the  petitioners  show,  that  the  ser- 
vants of  the  English  company  in  India,  by 
means  of  corrupt  influence  with  the  mi- 
nisters and  servants  of  the  Mogul,  pro-' 
cored  all  ^he  principal  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  presidency  of  the  London  com- 
pany at  Surat,  then  the  chief  seat  of  their 
trade  in  India,  to  be  imprisoned  for  several 
seasons,  and  wholly  to  interrupt  their 
commercial  transactions ;  ~  and  that  the* 
London  company  and  the  English  com- 

Eany,  finding,  that  if  their  competition 
ad  continued,  ruin  must  have  ensued  to 
both,  agreed,  about  the  year  1702,  to  unite 
together :  the  onion  was  effected  by  force 
of  two  several  indentures,  dated  respec- 
tively the  22d  day  of  July  1702,  one  he- 


London  company,  but  the  act  contained    ing  an  indenture  tripartite,  made  betweea 
a  provision  that  they  should  have  liberty    her  late  majesty  queen  Anne  of  the  first 


to  trade  till  the  29th  of  September  1701, 
and  the  London  company  having  sub- 
acribad  the  iom  of  Si^flOOl.  towards  the 


i 


parl»  the  said  London  company  of  the 
second  part,  and  the  said  English  com- 
pany or  the  third  part;  and  the  other 
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being  an  indenlure  quinqntpariile,  made 
between  the  said  London  company  of  the 
Cint  part«  the  said  English  company  of  the 
second  part,  and  certain  persons,  trostees 
of  property  belonging  to  the  London 
company,  "of  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
parts,  and  by  force  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, passed  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reion 
of  Queen  Anne,  and  of  an  award  of  the 
carl  of  Qodolphin,  the  lord  high  treasurer 
of  Great  Britain,  dated  the  39th  day  of 
September  1708 ;  and  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  union,  all  the  property  and  rights 
belonging  to  both  companies,  at  home 
fuid  abroad,  including  the  settlements, 
forts, factories^  and  territories,  which  they 
bad  acquired  as  is  abore  stated,  were 
Talued,  and,  in  consideration  of  the  value 
of  the  property  of  the  London  company 
being  paid  or  allowed  in  account  to  them, 
they,  by  proper  legal  instruments,  trans- 
ferred and  made  over  all  their  property  to 
the  English  company,  and  the  English 
company  were  allowed,  in  account,  the 
Talue  of  their  property;  and  the  pro- 
perty and  rights  of  both  companies  were 
thenceforth  vested  in  them,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  united  concern  $  and  the  London 
company  having  completed  the  transfer  of 
its  property,  surrendered  its  corporate  ca- 
pacity;  and  from  thenceforth  the  English 
company  took  the  stile  of  **  The  united 
company  of  merchants  of  England  trading 
to  the  East  Indies ;''  which  is  now  the 
Btile  of  the  petitioners;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners crave  leave  .to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  some  part  of  the  subjects 
of  which  the  property  of  the  petitioners 
consisted  at  the  time  of  the  union  of  the 
two  companies  in  1702,  and  which  they 
derived  by  transfer  from  them,  with  the 
cognizance  and  sanction  of  her  majesty 
queen  Anne,  and  of  the  parliament; 
amongst  other  things,  the  petitioners 
were  then  entitled  to  and  possessed  of  Uie 
islands  of  Bombay  and  Saint  Helena,  the 
sovereignty  of  which  was  vested  ia  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain;  they  were  en- 
titled to  and  possessed  of  the  factories  of 
Surat,  Swally,  Broach,  Amadavad,  Agra, 
and  Locknow  :  on  the  coast  of  Malabar, 
they  were  entitled  .to  and  possessed  of  the 
fbrU  of  Carwar,  Tellicherry,  and  Angengo, 
and  the  factory  of  Callicut;  on  the  coast 
of  Coromandel  they  were  entitled  to  and 
possessed  of  Fort  St.  George^  with  the 
castle,  fortifications,  and  territory  thereto 
belonging,  on  which  a  large  city  eaHed 
Madras  was  built,  the  houses  of  which  be* 
longed  to  and  pud  rent  to  the  petitioners; 


Fort  Saint  David,  being  a  strong  fort  and 
factory,  and  about  three  miles  'compass  of 
the  circumjacent  country,  on  which  several 
small  towns  and  viUages  were  erected; 
the  factories  of  Codolore,  Porto  Novo,  Petr 
tipolee,  MadapoUam,  and  the  fort  and 
factory  of  Vieagapatam :  in  Bengal,  the 
petitioners  were  entitled  to  and  possessed 
of  Fort  William  and  the  town  of  Calcutu, 
with  a  large  territory  thereto  belonging ; 
the  factories  of  Bailasore,  Cossimbozar, 
Dacca,  Hughly,  Maulda,  Rajamaul,  and 
Patna,  and  all  these  possessions  were  sub- 
ject to  the  sovereignty  of  the  great  mogul: 
on  the  island  of  Sumatra,  the  petitioners 
were  entitled  to  and  possessed  of  York 
Fort  at  Bencoolen,  and  a  factory  with  a 
territory  of  about  five  miles  thereto  be- 
longing, and  a  factory  at  Indrapore ;  and 
that,  after  the  union  of  the  two  companies, 
the  petitioners  conducted  themselves  so  as 
to  conciliate  and  acquire  the  confidence  of 
the  natives  of  India,  and  for  a  consider- 
able period  of  time  they  had  no  occa- 
sion to  use  the  right  which  they  en- 
joyed of  maintaining  a  military  force,  ex- 
cept for  purposes  Tittle  beyond  those  of 
police,  and  as  guards  of  their  fortifications 
against  surprize;  but  near  the  middle  of 
the  last  century  it  became  necessary  for 
the  petitioners  to  enlarge  their  militaiy 
force,  and  to  exercise  the  power  of  war, 
and  of  making  political  engagements  with 
some  of  the  native  powers,  to  support  the 
British  interests  in  India,  and  in  order  to 
counteract  the  intrigues  of  the  French, 
who  had  become  auxiliaries  to  other  n^ 
tive  powers,  with  the  design  of  driving 
the  petitioners  out  of  the  Eaat  Indiea,  and 
of  excluding  the  British  nation  wholly 
from  Asiatic  commerce ;  but  bv  means 
of  the  forces  raised  and  maintained  by  the 
petitioners,  and  at  their  sole  expeace, 
the  petitioners  completely  defeated  those 
objects;  so  that,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  which  ended  in  the  year  1763,  the 
French  were  left  without  one  single  settle* 
ment,  jand  almost  without  hiflqenot,  in 
any  part  of  Asia ;  and  that,  in  tho  year 
17^71  the  nabob  of  Bengal  permitted 
the  petitioners  lo  establish  a  mint  at 
Calcutta  ;  and  in  the  same  year  the  aaid 
nabob  made  over  to  tho  petitioners  the 
property  in  ceruin  lands  in  Beogal, 
generally  called  the  twentv-four  piirmn^ 
has,  and  the  saltpetre  lands  of  the  wnola 
province  of  Babar;  and  in  tbo  year 
1738,  the  petitioners  obtained  a  grant 
from  the  said  nabob  for  the  fireo  to* 
aure  of  the  Umn  oS  Cal^Qttib  imUffpi 
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from  the  renl  to  which,  to  that  tim^a  it  hftd 
been  subject;  io  the  year  1759,  the  m>i> 
bah  of  the  Decao  made  Q?er  |o  the  pettr 
tioneri  the  whole  of  the  circar  ef  Maaoli- 
pataoii  with  eight  districts,  as  well  as  the 
circar  of  Nizanapataai  and  the  districts  of 
Condat tr  and  Wacalmapner ;  JQ  the  year 
1 7  6S,the  nabob  of  Arcot  made  over  te  the  pe« 
titioners  several  districts  of  land  sorroQud- 
ing  Madras,  which  lands  have  since  been 
called  the  jsghire  of  the  petitioners  \  and 
suob  transfer  was  confirmed  in  the  year 
1765  by  the  said  nabob,  and  also  by  the 
great  mogul ;  in  the  year  4764',  the  90* 
gul  made  over   to   the   petitioners   the 
country  of  Gauae  Poor  and  the  rest  of  the 
xeminoary  of  rajah  BqlwaQt  Sing ;   in  the 
year  1765,  the  great  mogul  granted  to  the 
petitioners  the  eoontry  called  the  North- 
ern Cirears ;    and  io  the  following  year 
such  grant  was  acceded  to  by  the  soubah; 
and  in  the  year  1765,  the  great  mo^l  ap* 
pointed  the  petitioners,  io  perpetuity,  to 
the  office  of  dewan  of  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Qrissa^  su^b  appoint** 
ment  being  made  as  a  free  gift  |  and  by 
virtue  of  sficb  grant  the  petitioners,  in 
the  execution  or  the  office,  acquired  the 
right  of  collection  of  all  the  revenues  of 
the  said  provinces,  for  their  own  use,  free 
from  any  account  thereof  to  be  rendered ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  crave  leave  Io  re- 
nark,  that  no  part  of  the  property  in  any 
of  the  forts,  factories,  or  territories,  which 
became  vested  in  the  netitioners  at  the 
time  of  the  union  of  tne  two  companies, 
nor  any  of  the  territories  nor  rights  lastly 
hereinbefore    mentioned   to    have   been 

S ranted  to  the  petitionerp^  were  acquired 
y  conqoest,  but  by  purchase,  by  means  of 
pecuniary  payments,  or  by  services  ren* 
dered  to,  or  other  good  considerations 
moving  the  grantors ;  and  that,  aboiit  the 
year  1767,  a  claim  was  made  on  the  part 
of  the  public  to  the  beneficial  interest  in 
the  territorial  acquisitions  and  revenues 
then  lately  obtained  tbere^  and  thereupon 
agreements  hare  been  made  from  time  to 
time  that  the  possession  of  such  acouisi- 
tione  and  revenues  should  remain  with  the 
petitioners,  upon  a  participation  of  the 
profit  of  the  revenue  between  the  public 
and  the  petitionere,  u  mentioned  in  se* 
veral  acU  of  parliament  made  and  passed 
at  different  times  sinpe  1707,  without  pre^ 
jodice  to  the  elaims  of  the  public  or  oi  the 
petttionnre;  and  tba|»  pirevious  to  the 
year  )775j  the  (^orarnment  of  the  settler 
menie  and  acquisitions  in  India  was  con- 
dttcted  iwdor  Ibn  nnaontroolad  4iiiotiap 


of  the  petitioners,  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
of  ^[ovemmeot  which  they  derived  from 
Ibeir  charters ;  but,  ever  since  the  year 
1773,  the  mode  of  the  immediate  govern* 
ment  of  India  has  been  regulated  by  par* 
liamept ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  year 
1784,  in. pursuance  of  directions  of  acts  of 
parliament,  the  lords  commissioners  of 
nis  Majesty's  treasury,  and  one  ef  his  Map 
jesty's  principal  secreUries  of  state,  in 
their  several  departments,  were  made  ac* 
quainted  with  the  correspondence  and 
orders  sent  to  and  received  from  India  by 
the  petitioners,  in  any  way  relating  to  the 
management  of  the  revenue^  or  civil  or 
military  affairs  and  government  of  the 
petitioners  in  that  country ;  and  from  the 
year  1784*  to  the  present  time,  all  actSj 
operations  and  concerns,  which  in  any 
ways  have  related  to  or  concerned  the 
civil  or  military  government  or  revenues 
of  the  territories  and  acqoi^tions  in  the 
East  Indies,  have  been  placed  under  the 
superintendence  and  controul  of  certain 
commissioners  appointed  by  his  Majesty, 
in  pursuance  of  acts  of  parliament  passed 
for  that  purpose;  ana  the  petitioners 
have  been  restrained  from  giving  any 
orders  or  directions  relative  thereto,  withr 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  said  cpntmio* 
sioners  ;  and.  in  cases  in  which  the  said 
commissioners  have  been  of  opinion  that 
the  subject  matter  of  any  of  tneir  delibe- 
rations, concerning  the  levying  war  or 
making  peace,  or  treating  or  negotiating 
with  any  of  the  native  princes  or  states  m 
India,  communicated  in  orders  to  any  of 
the  governments  in  India,  have  been  of  a 
nature  to  require  secrecy,  such  orders  have 
been  sent  through  the  medium  of  a  secret 
committee  of  three  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors of  the  petitioners,  according  to  the 
provisions  in  that  case  made  by  parlia- 
ment, without  any  privity  of  the  peti- 
tioners, or  of  their  court  of  directors,  and 
without  any  discretionary  authority  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  such  secret  com- 
mittee; and  that,  between  the  period 
when  such  claim  as  herein  before  men- 
tioned wu  first  made,  on  the  part  of  tho 
public,  to  the  territorial  acquisitions  in  tho 
East  Indies,  and  the  year  179S«  a  furtbiv 
acouisition  of  territory  was  made  in  India; 
and  that  the  term  heretofore  granted  to 
the  petitioners  in  the  exclusive  trade  to 
the  East  Indies,  being  about  to  be  re- 
deemed in  the  year  1704,  An  act  of  parlia- 
ment  was  made  and  passed  in  the  33d  year 
of  his  present  m^ty,  whereby  it  was 

enactedi  untno^  n»ny  othor  thmgi,  that 
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'the  territorial  acquisitions  in  certain 
former  acts  mentioned,  together  with  the 
territorial  acquisitions  then  lately  obtained 
in  the  £ast  Indies,  with  the  revenues 
thereof  respectively,  should  continue  in 
the  possession  of  the  petitioners  during 
the  further  term  by  that  act  granted  in  the 
said  exclusive  trade ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners should  have  the  exclusive  trade 
within  tlie  limits  mentioned 'in  the  said  act 
of  parliament  passed  in  the  9th  ^ear  of 
king  William  the  3rd,  subject  nevertheless 
to  such  right  of  trading  as  is  thereby 
given  to  individuals,  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  manner  therein  mentioned,  and  sob« 
ject  to  a  proviso  to  determine  such  right 
at  any  time,  upon  three  years  notice  to  be 
given  by  parliament,  after  the  Ist  day  of 
March  1811,  upon  the  expiration  of 
the  said  three  years,  and  upon  payment 
made  to  the  petitioners  of  any  sum  or 

.  sums  which,  under  the  provisions  df  any 
act  of  that  session  of  parliament,  should  or 
mighty  upoln  the  expiration  of  the  said 

^three  years,  become  payable  to  the  peti- 
tiohers  by  the  public,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  such  act ;  but 
it  was  enacted,  that  nothing  in  that  pro- 
viso, or  in  any  proviso  in  the  said  act  in 
the  9th  year  of  king  William  the  3rd,  in 
the  said  charter  of  the  5th  of  September, 
in  the  10th  year  of  his  reign,  or  in  any 
other  act  or  charter,  should  extend  to  de« 
termine  the  corporation  of  the  petitioners; 
and.  By  the  said  act,  certain  appropria- 
tions were  made  of  all  the  profits  arising 
from  the  territorial  acquisitions  and  reve- 
nues in  India,  and  also  from  the  sale  of 
goods,  and  all  other  profits  of  the  peti- 
tioners in  Great  Britain,  during  the  time 
of  the  exclusive  trade  thereby  granted  to 
the  petitioners;  and  that  the  notice  re- 
quired by  the  last  mentioned  act  hath 
been  given  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
for  determining  the  exclusive  trade  of  the 
petitioners  on  the  J  0th  day  of  April  1S14; 
and  that,  since  the  passing  the  said  last 
mentioned  act,  a  further  acquisition  of 
territory  and  revenue  in  India  has  been 
made,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
petitioners ;  and  the  petitioners  also  show 
that  they  have  Uken  all  the  forts  and  fac- 
tories which  belonged  to  the  French, 
Dutch,  and  Danes  in  Hindostan ;  and  the 
petitioners  are  now  in  possession  as  well  of 
the  territories  mentioned  in  the  said  last- 
mentioned  act  as  of  those  which  have  been 
since  acquired,  and  the  British  dominions 
in  India,  without  a  rival,  or  an/ enemy, 
BOW  consist  of  a  ?ery  large  proportion  of 


the  peninsula,  besides  very  extensive  pro- 
vinces in  the  north  of  Hindostan,  arid  con- 
tain, as  it  is  supposed,  above  fifty  millioni 
of  inhabitantSi  and  have  been  acquired 
wholly  at  the  expence  and  risk  of  the  pe- 
titioners, without' any  charge  whatever  to 
the  British  exchequer,  for,  though  land 
forces  belonging  to  his  majesty  have  been 
employed,  in  conjunction  with  the  forces 
raised  by  the  petitioners,  yet  the  whole 
of  the  expence  of  inch  forces  of  bis  ma- 
jesty, whilst  they  have  been  emplo}'^ed  in 
such  service,  as  well  as  for  their  ^passage 
out  and  home,  and  in  recruiting,  has  been 
defrayed  by  the  petitioners;  besides  which, 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  the  peti- 
tioners furnished  or  paid  for  vicloalling 
and  stores  for  the  use  of  his  majesty's 
ships  of  war  in  the  East  Indies ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  beg  leave  humbly  to  re- 
present, that  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  which 
have  come  under  the  care  of  the  peti- 
tioners has  been  their  chief  object,  aod 
they  have  reason  to  hope  and  believe  that 
the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  is  most  eminently  conspicuous ; 
when  Hindostan  was  first  visited  by  Bri- 
tish traders,  and  long  after  the  union  of 
the  two  companies  before-mentioned, 
when  the  opposition,  not  only  oi  British 
subject  against  British  subject,  but  of 
European  against  European,  and  the  cor- 
rupt and  impolitic  attempts  which  were 
constantly  made  by  one  party  to  raise  the 
despotic  power  of  the  Indian  states  against 
other  parties,  had  in  some  measure  ceased, 
the  character  of  the  native  governments, 
as  well  as  of  the  native  individuals,  re- 
mained unchanged,  the  ill  usage  which 
they  had  received  from  individual  and  as- 
sociated Europeans  roaming  about  without 
responsibility  or  controul,  raised  a  jealousy 
ana  animosity  against  every  stranger 
without  distinction^  and  the  internal  state 
of  the  country,  where  justice  and  injustice 
.were  equally  articles  of  traffic  to  be 
bought  and  sold,  left  the  rights  of  persons 
and  property  entirely  at  hazard ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  fotmd  the  country  di- 
vided into  many  different  states,  all  feuda- 
tory to  the  mogul,  who  was  considered 
the  sole  proprietor  of  the  whole;  these 
states  were  again  divided  among  semin- 
dars  and  chiefs,  with  other  designations, 
under  whom  there  were  snb-infendations, 
down  to  the'ryots,  who  were  the  actual 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  no  man  held 
any  land,  and  scarcely  a  crop,  but  at  the 
will  of  another  of  superior  power  i  ibcra 
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were  no  efiectaal  means  of  resort  for  the 
support  of  any  right,  or  the  avenging  any 
wrongi  and  the  will  of  the  strongest  was 
the  only  practical  rule  of  conduct  which 
was  established ;  and  that,  under  the  ma- 
Dagement  of  the  petitioners,  the  scene  has 
been  entirely  changed ;  by  fixing  certain 
permanent  and  invariable  rents,  a  new 
and  valuable  property  has   been,    as  it 
were,  created  to  the  natives;  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  courts  of  justice,  and  the  ap« 
pointment  of  liberal  emoluments  to  those 
who  devote  their  lives  to  the  study  and 
administration  of    laws  adapted  to    the 
usages,  customs,  and  religions  of  the  inha- 
bitants, they  have  removed  temptations  to 
corruption,  and  have  provided  the  means 
for  the  inhabitants  to  be  insured  in  the 
enjoyment  of  property  thus  created  for 
them ;  courts  of  criminal  judicature  have 
also  been  universally  erected,  which  have 
eflectually  provided  for  personal  liberty 
and  security  ;  and  by  the  alterations  which 
have  taken  place,  the  practical  means  of 
foreign  commerce,  of  traffic  from  port  to 
port  and  internally,  have  been  facilitated, 
▼ery  greatly  to  its  increase ;  and,  that  it 
may  not  be  supposed  that  the  petitioners 
have  assumed  merits  which  thev  are  not 
entitled  to,  they  beg  leave  to  re/er  to  the 
Fifth  Report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
House  on  the  afiairs  of  the  East  India 
company,  which  was   presented   to  the 
House  on  the  28th  day  of  July  last ;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  the  ameliorated  con- 
dition of  the  natives  of  India  under  the  go- 
▼ernment  of  the  petitioners,  to  which  they 
have  been  accustomed,  yet  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country  is  not  maintained  by  a 
physical  force,  but  cbieflv  by  moral  in- 
fluence, and  in  a  gteat  degree  even  by 
prejudice ;  any  change  would  alarm  them, 
and  their  submission  to  British  authority 
would  be  greatly  endangered  by  an  nnre- 
strained  resort  of  Europeans  in  search  of 
wealth,  either    by  commerce   or   other 
means,  at  distances  from   the  principal 
seats  of  government,  or  in  such  numbers 
at  those  seats  as  to  be  beyond  the  controul 
of  the  governors,  and  by  the  resort  of 
persons  who  may  not  have  such  connec* 
lion  with  (and  interest  to  uphold)  the  au- 
thority of  the  ruling  power,  as  will  insure 
the  utmost  care  in  their  conduct,  not  only 
not  to  irritate  but  positively  to  conciliate 
the  natives  with  whom  they  may  have 
dealings ;  and  the  petitioneia  beg  leave  to 
represent,  that  their   military  establish- 
ments, artillery,  and  marine,  have  been  of 
Dtber  most  important  advantages  to  this 


nation^  in  ^s  much  as,  in  the  several  Eu- 
ropean wars  in  which 'this  country,  has 
been  engaged  since  the  peace  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  the  forces  of   the  petitioners 
alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  forces  of 
his  majesty  at  the  ezpence  of  the  peti- 
tioners, have  taken  all  the  settlements  be- 
longing to  the  Europeans  on  the  aontinent 
of  India  with  whom  this  nation  has  been 
at  war,  and  such  captures  have  formed 
part  of  the  price  of  national  peace,  wiih^ 
out  ^ny  compensation  to  the  petitioners ; 
and  that,  upon  the  suggestion  of  his  ma* 
jesty's  ministers,  the  petitioners  sent  a 
large  force  from  India  into  Egypt,  by  the 
Red  Sea,  to  co-operate  with  his  Majesty's 
forces  against  tlie  French,  in  the  year 
1801 ;  and,  in  the  present  war,  by  expe- 
ditions equipped  from  India,  all  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Danes, 
in  the  East,  have  been  conquered ;  and 
though,  as  to  such  of  those  expeditions  th^ 
accounts  of  which  have  been  settled,  the 
petitioners  have  been  allowed  consider- 
able sums  on  the  part  of  the  public,  yet 
such  allowances  were  calculated  to  reim- 
burse only  a  part  of  the  vast  expenditure 
actually  advanced  by  them  for  those  great 
national  objects ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
humbly  hope  they  will  be  found  to  have 
been  as  attentive  to,  and  as  successful  in^ 
the  cultivation  of  the  trade  with  China  as 
they  have  been  with  respect  to  the  con- 
cerns in  India;  the  peculiarities  of  the 
Chinese,  and  the  delicacy  attendant  upon 
any  intercourse  with  them,  must  be  too 
well  known  as  matter  of  history  to  every 
member  of  the  House,  to  require  any 
statement  of  it  In  this  Petition  ;   it  will 
be  sufficient  to  inform  the  House,  that  it 
is  but  a  little  more  than  one  hundred 
years    since    any    trade    whatever   has 
been  carried  on  between  this  country  and 
China ;  and  that  at^.this  timeabout  46,000 
tons  of  shipping  are  employed  by  the  pe- 
titioners therein,  and  that  they  entertain 
in  China  for  the  purposes  of  that  trade  a 
regular  establishment  of  servants  called 
supra    cargoes,    and    others  of  inferior 
ranks,  whose  business  it  is  to  keep  up  a 
connection  with  the  few  merchants^  or 
more  properly  mercantile  officers  of  the 
Chinese  government,  who  are  deputed  tp 
manage  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  all  the 
commercial  transactions   between  Great 
Britain  and  China;   by  this  means  the 
trade  has  been  cherished  and  preserved 
through  and  notwithstanding  many  perils 
arising  from  circumstances  apparently  tri- 
vial, and  the  fatal  consequences  of  which 
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bodld  otily  hare  been  utetled  by  themost 
delicate  eoAdtrct*  ^nd  by  the  whole  com- 
tnerciai  concerni  of  the  BrSttsh  nation  be* 
ing  confided  to  one  dnited  authority ;  and 
thAithe  petitioneri  feel  itincombent  upon 
Ibem  tb  submit  to  the  Home  an  abAract 
of  their  financial  Operations  since  the  ar- 
rangement contained  in  the  above  men* 
tinned  act  of  the  33rd  year  of  his  present 
Majesty  was  made ;  at  that  time  the  ca* 
pital  stock  of  the  petitioners  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  5,000,000/. ;  since  that  period, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  ibr  thatpar- 

Eow,  the  capital  stock  has  been  encreased 
y  the  SUM  of  1,000,006/.  contributed  by 
the  subscribers  at  the  rate  of  200L  per 
cent. ;  and  that  at  the  time  when  the  act 
of  the  33rdiof  his  Majesty  wds  passed.  Sun- 
dry debts  incurred  in  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  the  British  possessions  in  India, 
bearkig   Interest,   were   then    doe   and 
t>wing  by  the  petitioners,  amouotine  to 
^,000,000/.  iteriing,  or  thereabouts;  since 
that  period  the  said  debt  has  been  very 
tnach  increased  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
great  part  of  such  increased  debt  was 
raised  upon  loahs,  by  the  terms  of  which 
the  creditors  were  entitled  to  the  option  of 
being  paid  off  In  India  or  by  bills  of  ex- 
thange  to  be  drawn  upon  London,  and 
vpon  such  obligations  becoming  due,  the 
petitioners  h&ve  been  obliged  to  provide 
out  of  their  funds  and  credit  at  home,  the 
toeails  of  paying  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
npon  them  since  the  year  1807,  to  the 
amount  of  1 0,902,^24/.  staling,  in  dis- 
charge of  Indian  debt,  and  the  debt  con- 
tratted  Idt  political  purposes,  now  remain- 
ing due  in  India,  according  to  the  latest 
aci^rces  from  thence,  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  I2'$,o0o,000/.  or  thereabouts,  over  and 
besides  the  sum  of  3,000,000/.  reduced  3 
-per   cent,    annuities,   and   the    simi    of 
1,400,000/.  consolidated  3  per  cent,  an- 
trafties,  on  which  the  sum  of  2,500,000/. 
KCerTmg  Inrds  raised,  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  to 
enable  the  pelitroners  to  pay  bills  of  ex- 
change, which  bad  been  drawn  upon  them 
firOMtt  India,  in  part  discharge  of  the  Indian 
deb^  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  also 
over  and  besides  the  sum  of  2,203,000/. 
'<or  thereabouts,  now  owing  by  the  peti- 
tioners upon  bills  Of  (fjcchange  not  yet  due, 
but  payanle  ni  London,  and  which  have 
been  '<lftawn  in  India,  in  fixtther  part  dis- 
^bharge  of  the  said  Indian  debt ;  and  that 
the  revenues  of  the  territorial  acqursittons 
In  India,  in  the  possession  of  the  peti* 
tiotre^Si  in  the  year  17^3  amoanted  to  the 


annual  sum  of  8,000,000/.  or  tbereabontt, 
and  by  the  latest  account  and  estimates  re* 
ceived  from  the  East  Indies,  the  reventies 
of  the  territorial  acquisittona  now  in  tbe 
possession  of  the  petitioners,  amomits  to 
the  annual  sum  of  16,000,000/.  or  there* 
abouts,  but  the  civil  and  military  expences 
of  the  government  have  proportionably 
increased :    and  that  the  profits  of  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  petitioners  since 
the  year  1793,  to  the  latest  period  to  which 
the  accounts  can  be  correctly  estimated, 
have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  6,289,405/., 
over  and  above  the  commercial  charges 
of  the  petitioners,  and  beyond  tbe  pay* 
mettt  of  interest  on  their  bond  debt  in  Eng* 
land,  and  besides  the  dividends  from  time 
to  time  paid  on  the  capital  stock  of  the 
petitioners,  according  to  the  directiona  of 
the  said  act,  passed  in  the  33rd  year  of  hii 
present  Majesty ;  and  that  in  179S,  tbe 
bond  debt  in  England  of  the  petitioners 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  3,200,p00f.,  or 
thereabouts,  since  which,  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  year  1797,  they  have  been  em- 
powered  to  raise  money  by  increasing 
their    capita)  stock,  by  the  amovnt  of 
2,000,0001.    but  they  nave  not  availed 
themselves  of  that  resource,  but,  under  die 
authority  of  several  acts  of  parliament,  they 
have  raised  money  upon  bond,  and  their 
bond  debt  in  England  nowamontitsto  the 
sum  of  5,409,3257.,  but  the  petitioners  are 
entitled  bjTlaw  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amooot 
of  7,000,000/.  in  the  whole ;  and  that  the 
anniml  intereA  upon  the  present  amount 
of  the  Indian  debt  now  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  l,600,000/r,  or  thefeabouts,  and  at 
by  the  terms  of  the  loans  on  which  such 
money  was  raised,  the  creditors  are  en* 
titled  to  receive  their  interest  by  payment 
of  money  in  India,  or  by  biHs  of  exchange, 
to  be  drawn  and  made  payable  in  London, 
at  rates  favourable  to  the  holders,  and, 
judging  from  the  amount  drawn  within  tbe 
last  half  year,  the  petitioners  estimate  that 
the  annual  sum  of  1,500,000/.  or  there* 
abouts,  will  be  necessary  to  be  provided 
annuafly  in  London  for  the  payment  Of 
such  interest,  besides  which,  although  the 
several  sums  of  money  payable  in  respect 
of  the  reduced  and  consolidated  annuities, 
(on  which  tbe  said  sum  of  2,500,000/.  was 
raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament)  for  interest   and 
sinking  fund  attendant  thereon,  amoonting 
altogether  to  the  annual  sum  of  242,820/., 
are  expressly  charged  upon  the  revemses 
of  the  territorial  acquisitions  in  the  East 
Indies,  yet  tbe  petitioners  are  bound  bj 
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the  Mid  «ei»  at  «U  erentf,  to  pmy  sacb 
laou  of  money  into  the  Baok  of  England, 
in  manner  in  the  mid  act  mentioned  ;  and 
the  petitioners  will  also  be  obliged  to  pro- 
vide in  London,  the  interest  and  other 
charges  which -may  be  attend  unt  upon 
any  further  loan  which  may  be  necessary, 
in  consequence  of  the  aaid  forther  sam  of 
2»202,00a/.,  part  of  the  Indian  debt,  for 
which  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  npon  the 
petitioners,  are  now  ootatanding  ;  and  it 
14  estimated  that  political  charges  (inclnd- 
iog  payments  to  be  made  to  the  creditors 
of  the  late  nabobs  of  tha  Camatic)  conse* 
qoential  upon  the  Indian  territory,  to  the 
annual  amount  of  9tO,000f.  or  thereaboou, 
will  be  to  be  defrayed  in  England ;  and 
aji,  from  the  best  estimates  which  can  be 
made,  there  appears  but  little  reason  to 
expect  (without  a  considerable  reduction 
of  the  military  expencesof  the  petitioners 
in  India)  that  there  should  be  any  suffi- 
oient  surplus  revenue  to  be  remitted  for 
those  purposes,  the  petitioners  apprehend 
that  the  punctual  discharge  of  the  pecn* 
niary  obligations  of  the  petitioners  in  re* 
lation  thereto,  as  well  as  the  payment  of 
the  interest  upon  their  bond  debt  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  dividends  00  their  capital 
stock,  will  depend  most  esuenti ally  upon 
the  trade  to  be  carried  on  by  the  peti* 
tioners;  and  that,  in  pursuance  of  several 
acts  of  parliament  since  1S07,  the  peti- 
tioners have  increased  their  l)ond  debt  ii| 
England  by  the  sum  of  2,409,325/. ;  and 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  50th 
vear  of  his  present  Majesty,  the  petitioners 
have  borrowed  exchequer  bills  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  amount  of  1,500,000/.;  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session, 
as  hermibefore  mentioned,  the  petitioners 
raised  on  loan,  by  way  of  reduced 
and  consolidated  annuities,  the  sum  of 
2,500*000/. ;  and  all  such  sums  of  money, 
together  with  the  said  sum  of  6.260,405/., 
which  has  arisen  from  the  surplus  profits 
of  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  peUtioners, 
as  herein-befere  mentioned,  have  been 
absorbed  by  payment  of  debu  and  ex* 
pences  incurred  in  respect  of  the  territo* 
rial  acquisitions  in  India ;  and  that  in  the 
expeditions  on  the  part  of  the  British  na- 
tion against  the  European  enemies  of  his 
Majesty,  and  by  advances  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy  and  other  public  services,  the 
petitioners  have  incurred  very  large  ex- 
pences,  which  they  submit  they  are  en- 
titled to  be  reimbursed  by  the  public; 
and  the  petitioners  compute,  that  after 
allowing  such  sum  u  they  are  indebted 
(  VOL  XXIV. ) 


to  the  public  for  the  loan  of  exchequer 
bills,  to  the  aroooniof  1,500,000/.  as  here* 
in- before  mentioned,  pursuant  to  an  act 
foe  that  purpose,  passed  in  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  and  after  allowing  such 
sums  as  the  petitioners  are  indebted  to  his 
Majesty  for  troops  in  India,  and  for  re« 
cruiting,  the  sum  of  2,294,426/.,  at  the 
least,  will  be  found  due  to  the  petitioners  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  now  exhi* 
bited,  they  hope,  with  candour,  the  real 
situation  of  their  afiairs,  and  of  the  British 
trade,  and  relations  with  the  East  Indiea 
and  China;  the  petitioners  do  not  pre* 
sume  to  ofier  an  opinion  whether  any 
other  arrangements  than  those  which  have 
taken  place  would  have  led  to  results 
equally  or  more  advantageooa  than  have 
arisen  to  tjieir  country,  but  they  appre- 
hend it  to  be  quite  undeniable  that  the 
privileges  entrusted  to  the  petitioners  have 
produced  a  large  quantity  of  positive  be- 
nefit to  the  British  empire,  and  thev  sub- 
mit  that  any  material  change  in  the  In- 
dian system  would  be  matter  of  experi* 
ment,  for  which  there  can  be  no  sufficient 
data  from  which  its  success  can  be  caU 
culated ;  and  that  the  petitioners  feel  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  express  to  the  House 
their  sincere  opinion  that  the  public  in* 
terest  cannot  be  better  consulted  than  by 
continuing  the  petitioners,  as  the  sole 
organs  and  channel  both  for  the  trade  with 
and  the  government  of  India,  upon  the 
principles  established  bv  the  act  of  the 
33d  year  of  his  Majesty  s  reign,  with  such 
variations  as  to  the  financial  appropria- 
tions, and  in  some  other  points  of  de- 
tail, as  present  circumstances  require,  and 
experience  has  pointed  out;  the  peti- 
tionefiask  not  for  an  exclusive  trade  upon 
the  narrow  principles  of  monopoly,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  commercial  gain; 
they  have  under  their  care  interests  of  a 
much  more  extended  and  liberal  nature, 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  attend  to ;  the 
petitioners  are  ready  to  become  parties  to 
any  arrangement  which  shall  be  consistent 
with  their  righu,  and  the  security  of  Bri- 
tish India,  and  which  will  not  deprive 
them  of  the  means  of  fulfilling  their  pecu- 
niary eneagemenis  with  the  public  and 
individuals,  or  the  performance  of  the 
functions  which  may  be  continued  or  al- 
lotted to  them;  and  they  hope  they  will 
not  be  deemed  presumptuous  in  humbly 
submitting  their  opinion,  considered  and 
re-considered,  that  the  opening  the  trade 
with  China  in  any  degree  would  endanger 
iu  existence  altogether ;  and  that  the  pe« 
(2X) 
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titionert  ha?c  at  no  time  contemplated 
any  alteration  e? en  in  tba  cz|»ort  trade  to 
the  Bast  Indies  without  considerable 
doobt  and  hesitation;  bat  they  are  firmly 
of  opinion  that  the  unrestrained  liberty  of 
importation  from  that  country,  otherwise 
than  through,  the  medium  of  their  esta* 
blishoients  m  London^  would  produce  ef- 
fects which  every  well -wisher  to  his 
country  must  deprecate^  and  which  would 
put  to  extreme  haaard  any  pledge  on 
their  part  for  the  good  government  of 
India,  or  the  performance  of  their  obliga- 
tions ;  the  petitbners  submit  that  they 
would  not  be  justified  in  becoming  parties 
to  any  system  which,  on  consideration, 
should  appear  to  them  likely  to  prove  an 
illusion ;  and  that,  as  the  petitioners  do 
not  venture  to  anticipate  what  may  be 
the  determination  of  the  House  upon  the 
question  hereby  submitted  to  its  decision, 
they  hope  that  they  will  be  excused  for 
humbly  stating  what,  iiy  the  event  of  the 
diasoiution  of  the  present  system,  they 
conceive  would  be  found  to  be  the  rights 
of  the  petitioners,  as  well  as  their  fair  pre- 
tensions upon  the  justice  and  liberality  of 
parliament;  the  absolute  right  of  the  pe- 
titioners, for  their  own  use,  to  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  forts,  towns,  islands, 
territories,  and  rights  which  they  have 
acquired  abroad,  never  has  been  question- 
ed, and  thiey  believe  it  to  be  unquestion- 
able; and,  notwithflanding  the  claim 
made  for  the  public  to  other  parts  of  the 
territorial  acquisitions  and  revenues  of 
the  petitioners,  they  entertain  a  strong 
hope  that  the  property,  as  welt  in  those 
parts  which  were  acquired  by  conquest 
under  the  powers  of  peace  and  war  law- 
fully exercised  by  them,  as  in  those  parts 
which  weoe  otherwise  acquired,  would  be 
found  to  belong  to  the  petitioners,  in  the 
aame  way  as  any  other  property  within 
bis  Majesty's  dominions  belongs  to  the 
owners  thereof,  subject  to  the  sove- 
reignty and  allegiance  due  to  his 
Majesty ;  but  even  supposing  it  should 
be  determined  contrary  to  the  sense 
and  expectations  of  the  petitioners,  touch- 
ing their  rights,  that  those  places  were 
not  the  property  of  the  petitioners,  they 
submit,  that  in  that  case,  if  the  pos- 
session were  to  be  aMomed  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  they  would  have  a  just  right  to 
reimbursement  of  the  expences  which 
they  have  incurred  in  acquiring  and 
snaintaining  them,  and  in  making  the 
fortifications,  and  civil  and  military 
buildings  and  works«  which  they  have 


erected  and  improved  npoD  them,  with  a 
compensation  for  the  aervicea  and  risk  of 
the  petitioners  during  the  long  tioae  which 
they  have  bad  the  possession  and  goVen- 
ment  of  such  territories,  under  the  con- 
firmation of  parliament,  and  ail  other 
charges  incurred  by  them  relative  to  such 
territories;  these  expNencea  wid  charm 
amount  to  many  miUiona  of  money ;  U» 
petitioners  also  submit,  that  ihey  have  s 
just  claim  to  be  reimbursed  all  the  aoins 
they  have  paid  in  discharge  of  debu  coo* 
tracted  on  account  of  the  territones,  and 
to  be  indemnified  against  all  other  debti 
in  respect  of  them,  and  which  now  remain 
undischarged ;  and  that  the  petitaonera  do 
not  questioui  as  an  abstract  principle,  tke 
right  of  any  of  his  Majeaty'a  subjecu  to 
trade  with  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions; but  they  humbly  submit,  that  it 
cannot  be  contended  that  any  peraons 
can  have  a  right,  except  with  the  conaeat 
of  the  petitioners,  to  uae  the  aettlemeau, 
factories,  and  seats  of  trade,  or  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  means  and  facilities, 
moral  and  physical,  which  the  peUtionen 
at  a  great  expence  and  risk,  have  created 
or  acquired,  and  now  at  great  current 
charge  maintain,  for  the  purposes  of  com* 
merce  and  civil  intercourse :  and  that,  on 
account  of  the  complicated  natare  and 
variety  of  the  matters  necessary  to  be 
considered  and  prepared  in  relation  to  she 
subject  of  this  Petition,  the  peiiiionen 
were  unable  to  prepare  a  Peution  sub- 
mitting their  case  relative  tberevi  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  until  the  time 
limited  for  presenting  Petitions  for  private 
Bills  was  expired ;  and  praying  that 
leave  may  be  givea  to  present  u  Potion, 
praying  that  the  House  will  take  the  pre- 
mises into  its  consideration,  and  make 
such  provision,  as  in  its  wisdom  it  shall 
aee  fit,  for  continuing  the  government  of 
the  territorial  acquisitions  in  the  East 
Indies  in  the  petitioners,  and  for  aettling 
tiie  trade  to  the  East  Indies  and  China, 
and  other  places,  from  the  Cape  of  Goad 
Hope  to  the  Streighu  of  MageHaa,  ac- 
cording to  the  preaent  system;  or  that 
the  petitioners  may  have  such  relief,  in 
the  premises,  as  their  caae  may  reqnire.'' 
Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Coaaaioecw 

Petition  fxom  the  East  India  Coai- 
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THB  Publ'ic]  a  Petition  of  the  oaiied 
company  of  merchants  of  Bngland  tradiag 
to  the  East  Indies,  was  brought  «p  and 
read ;  setting  forth. 
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••  That  the  leans  ef  ywtj  large  sjms  of 
money  hate  heretofore  been  raited  in  In- 
dia 00  the  credit  ef  the  petitioners,  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  the  British  pofr> 
sessions  there,  by  the  terms  of  which  leans 
the  creditors  were  entitled  to  the  option 
of  being  paid  off  in  India,  or  by  bills  of 
exchange  to  be  drawn  upon  London,  and 
open  and  in  consequence  of  such  oblige* 
tions  becoming  doe,  bills  to  the  amount 
of  lS,104;9i4/.  have  been  drawn,  since 
the  year  1807,  upon  the  petitioners, 
payable  in  London;  and  the  sum  of 
10,902,95?W.,  part  oiF  the  said  sum  of 
]S,104,91I4(.  has  been  discharged  by  the 
petitioners ;  and  2»fl02,000/.  residue  there- 
of, now  remains  ooutanding;  and  the 
larger  part  of  the  bills  drawn  for  the  iame 
wtiT  become  doe  prerieus  to  the  month  of 
March  1814 ;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  petitieners  to  pay  the  said 
bills  of  exchange  which  they  have  so  dis- 
charged, to  the  amount  of  10,902,994^ 
they  borrowed  exchequer  bills  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  amount  of  l,50(),000i.  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  50  Geo.  S,  for  grant- 
ing te  his  Mi^esty  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
raised  by  exchequer  bills,  and  to  be  ad- 
vMiced*  and  applied  in  the  manner  and 
iipoa  the  terms  therein  mentloDed,  for  the 
relief  of  the  imited  company  of  merchanis 
of  Bogland  trading  to  the  Bast  Indies; 
and  the  petitioners  also  raised  a  sum  of 
2,50(1,000/.  opes  rednced  S/.  per  centum 
annuities  and  consolidated  Si.  per  cenlom 
annoHles,  respectively  traasferrable  at  the 
Bank  ef  England,  hi  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  52  Geo.  S,  for  adTaqcing  2»50OX)0OI. 
te  the  East  India  Company,  to  enable 
them  to  discltarge  part  of  tim  Indian  debt ; 
and  that,  by  another  act  of  59  Geo.  5,  to 
anwsnd  an  act  of  50  Geo.  S,  for  granting  a 
sudi  of  meney  to  he  raised  by  exchequer 
bille  to  be  edeanced  and  applied  in  tile 
manner  and  upon  the  terms  therein  men- 
tioiied,  for  the  relief  of  the  united  com* 
psHiy  of  merchants  of  England  tradinff  to 
the  East  Indies,  it  is  enacted,  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  coasmiMioners  of  his 
Mafeity's  treasury,  or  any  three  or  osere 
of  theaa^  to  cairy  to  the  credit  of  the  peti- 
tieoera,  in  repayment  of  the  sums  ad* 
vaneed  under  the  proTisions  of  the  said 
ftct  ef  50  Geo.  S,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  which  shouM  faia?e  been  advanced 
er  disbuncd  by  the  petitioners,  in  the 
East  Indies,  for  his  Majesty's  navy,  or  any 
pui>lic  aerfiees ;  end  that  the  petitioneffs 
compnte,  that  afUr  allewiog,  in  account, 

h  aom  as  the  petitieaaia  are  indebted 


to  hts  Majesty  for  the  leen  of  the  said  ex- 
chequer biUs,  that  the  sum  of  2,294426/. 
at  the  least  is  now  due  to  the  petitioners, 
in  respect  of  money  which  has  been  ad« 
fenced  or  diidrarsed  by  the  petitioners,  in 
the  Eiiss  Indies,  for  his  Majesty's  navy 
and  other  public  services;  and  that  by 
rifftue  of  an  act  of  37  Geo.  S,  to  enable  the 
East  India  Company  to  raise  money  by 
further  increasing  tlieir  capital  stocky 
and  .  to  extend  the  provisions  ikow 
existing  respecting  the  present  stock  of 
the  Company  to  the  said  increased  stock, 
the  petitionen  are  now  authorised  to  raise 
money  by  increasing  their  capital  stock 
by  the  sum  of  2,000,000/. ;  but  the  peti- 
tioners have  not  raised  any  money  in  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  contained  in  the  said 
act.;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  now  au- 
thorized by  law  to  raise  money  in  Eng- 
land, upon  bonds,  to  the  amount  of 
7,000,0001. ;  and  they  have  now  issued 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  5,409,325/.  and 
are  at  liberty  te  Issue  forther  bonds  to  the 
forther  amount  of  1,590,075/*  and  by  a& 
act  of  5 1  Geo.  3,  to  enable  the  East  India 
Company  to  raise  a  forther  sum  of  money 
upon  bond,  instead  tof  increasing  their 
capital  stock,  and  to  alter  and  amend  an 
«ct  of  47  Geo.  3,  relative  thereto,  it  is 
provided,  that  when  the  petitioners  shall 
have  raised,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
said  act  of  37  Geo.  3.  and  of  the  said  act 
of  47  Gee.  3,  and  of  that  act,  such  sums 
of  money  as  together  shouM  amount  to  the 
sum  of  4,000,000/.  sterling;  from  thence- 
forth it  should  not  be  lawfol  for  the  peti- 
tloners  te  raise  any  further  sum  of  money 
upon  bond ;  and  alt  money,  which  from 
thmweforth  should  be  raised  by  increase 
of  capital  slock,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  said  Irsi  mentioned  act,  should 
be  applied  in  discharge  of  the  said 
bond  debt,  until  the  said  bond  debt 
created  by  virtAo  of  the  mid  act  ef  47 
Geo.  3,  or  of  that  act,  tO|^ther  with  the 
meney  to  be  raised  bv  increase  of -ca- 
pital as  aforemki,  should  be  reduced  to 
the  sum  of  4,000/)00/.  sterling ;  and  that, 
upon  an  estimate  of  tim  probable  recetpfei 
and  payments  of  the  pHitioners  in  Eng- 
land, inekiding  amongst  the  receipu  the 
said  sum  of  2,294,420/.  so  due  from  the 
pobKc  to  the  petitienevs,  as  herainbeCore 
mentteoed,  it  appears  that  it  will  be  advan- 
tageous and  necessary,  to  the  concerns  of 
the  petiioneia,  that  they  sbouM  be  an- 
tborioed  to  raise  the  sum  of  2,500,000/.  on 
ltmo>  in  a  different  manner  from  that  in 
which  they  may  now  raise  meney,  for  the 
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purpose  of  enabitag  them  to  discharge  the 
said  bills  of  exchange,  to  the  amoant  of 
2,202.000/.  drawn  in  liquidation  of  the 
Indian  debt,  to  provide  for  their  other 
current  payments,  and  to  enable  the  peti> 
tioners,  as  circumstances  ma/  render  it 
advisable,  to  reduce  the  amount  of  their 
bond  debt,  without  increasing  their  capital 
stock ;  and  that,  on  account  of  the  intri- 
cacy of  the  matters  necessary  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  want  of  advices  from 
India  relative  to  pecuniary  concerns  of 
the  petitioners,  they  were  unable  to  make 
out  the  estimates  of  the  sum  due  by  the 
public  to  the  petitioners,  or  of  the  sum 
which  it  is  requisite  for  them  to  be  enabled 
to  raise,  until  the  time  limited  for  present- 
ing petitions  for  private  bills  was  expired  ; 
and  the  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly 
pray  that  leate  may  be  given  to  present 
a  Petition,  praying  that  the-  House  will 
be  pleased  to  direct  the  payment  of  the 
said  sum  of  2,294,4262.  so  due  by  the 
,  public  to  the  petitioners,  as  herein-before 
is  mentioned,  and  to  grant  to  the  petitioners 
such  relief,  in  the  premises,  as  to  the 
House  shall  seem  meet'' 
Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

« 

Wae  with  Ambbica.]  Mr.  Croker  rose 
to  correct  a  mistake,  into  which  he  had 
fallen  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on 
Thursday  night.  He  was  perfectly  right 
in  all  the  fiicts  he  had  stated,  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  American  consular 
agent  who  issued  certificates;  but  Mr. 
Lyman  was  not  the  person  (as  he  had 
then  asserted)  who  was  guilty  of  the  prac- 
tice to  which  he  referred.  The  name, 
however,  was  very  similar,  but  he  should 
decline  mentioning  it.  In  speaking  also 
of  the  naval  officer  who  had  contributed 
by  his  skill  and  gallantry,  to  the  preserva* 
iion  of  our  homeward*  bound  West  India 
fleet,  he  should  have  stated,  that  it  was 
captain  Broke,  of  the  Shannon  frigate. 

Mr.  Whiibnad  felt  himself  extremely 
happy  at  the  self  correction  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  he  was  sore  that  it  would 
prove  a  great  source  of  satisfaction  to  the 
friends  of  the  late  general  Lyman,  than 
whom  a  more  correct  or  bonoiirable  man 
did  not  exist. 

Mr.  Orokgr  entirely  participated  in  the 
satisfaction  expressed  by  the  non.  gent. 

Vicx-CaANCBLLoa's  Bii.L.1  Lord  Cat* 
tiereagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
taking  into  farther  consideration  the  report 
AQ  the  Yice-ChMicfUor'a  Pill, 
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Mr.  iZ.  €7or<toi,'onthe  order  of  the  day 
being  moved  for  the  farther  consideraUoa 
of  the  Report  of  this  Bill,  observed,  that 
the  Bill  had  how  received  the  finishing 
hand  of  the  noble  lord  ;  but  he  could  not 
see  that  any  improvement,  or  any  materiat 
alteration,  had  been  made.  He  bad  ob- 
served that  the  noble  lord  had  taken  great 
pains  in  the  construction  of  the  Bill  to 
avoid  the  words  Assistant  Judge,  though 
this,  in  fisct,  was  the  very  thing  intend^. 
One  of  the  Amendments,  he  observed,  was 
resortine  to  the  suitors'  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  half  of  the  new  salary.  Now, 
were  ihero  no  other  objection  to  the  Bill, 
he  should  consider  this  alone  as  a  very 
material  one.  The  suitors'  fund  wai 
private  property,  and,  as  such,  what  right, 
he  asked,  had  they  so  to  dispose  of  it  ? 
He  knew  that  various  sums  had  been  taken 
from  it  before,  but  that  was  no  justiiicatioB 
of  the  practice.  They  were  not  to  follow 
a  multitude  to  do  evil.  By  the  Chao- 
cellor's  paying  the  one  half  of  the  salary, 
the  principle  bad  been  given  up  that  he 
ought  to  pay  the  whole.  He  therefore 
contended  for  this  principle  to  its  fall  ex* 
tent.  The  hon.  member  then  adverted 
to  the  last  clause  of  the  amended  Bill,  pro- 
viding for  the  Lord  Chancellor's  taldng 
all  the  fees.  On  the  subject  of  foes  he 
had  his  doubts  respecting  their  propriety, 
and  was  glad  to  uiiderstand  that  it  was  Ihe 
intention  of  an  hon.  member  to  move, 
that  the  Lord  Chanoellor  shoold  receive 
no  fees,  but  have  a  fixed  salary.  On  the 
whole,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  BiH 
ought  to  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylflr  felt  it  his  d«ty,  u 
chairman  of  the  committee  that  had  been 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  emolwneots 
of  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  to  slate 
that  these  emoluments  had  been  much 
exaggerated  by  general  and  vulgar  report 
Upon  an  average,  for  iome  years  past; 
they  had  not  l^en  more  than  18,  19,  or 
20^000/.  a  year,  instead  of  30  or  40,0001 
as  had  been  represented.  The  fees,  en 
account  of  bankruptcies,  amoant  to  about 
5,000/.;  the  emoluments,  as  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  to  7»000i.  making  ia 
all,  with  the  salary  paid  from  the  ExdM- 
qner,  about  20,000/.  a  year.  The  emolo* 
ments  from  bankruptcies  alone  had,  on  the 
contrary,  been  stated  to  amount  to  I7,000L 
a  year,  but  such  reports  were  without 
foundation.  It  had  been  the  wish  of  the 
committee,  that  a  fixed  salary  shoald  be 
given  to  the  Lord  Chancellory  instead  of 
Uiese  casual  fees,  and  in  jitftice  to  the  ne^ 
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ble  ftod  leaTned  lord  now  in  that  high 
office*  bo  Ibooght  it  necessary  to  state* 
that*  on  this  being  commonicaied  to  him* 
he  approved  ofsach  an  arrangement*  and 
acqaieaced  in  the  average  of  the  last  five 
years  being  taken  as  the  staudaixJ^ 
amounting  to  aboat  lO  or  17*000(.  a  year* 
He  thooght  it  only  doing  fair  justice  to 
the  noble  lord  to  state*  that  on  this  occa- 
sion they  fband  him  as  liberal  as  any 
principle  of  fairness  or  equity  could  re- 
quire. He  was  still  partial  to  the  project 
be  had  formerly  suggested,  of  separating 
the  bankrupt  causea  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  There  could  be 
nothing  unconstitutional  in  such  a  mea- 
sure, as  these  had  been  attached  to  the 
office  by  statute*  and  not  originally  con- 
nected with  the  Lord  Chancellor's  duties. 
Another  judge  might  be  appointed  for 
bankruptcies*  who*  at  the  same  time* 
might  be  of  great.assistance  to  the  Cock- 
pit. He  admitted  of  the  impossibility 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  being  called  on 
to  do  other  duties  than  those  of  his  own 
office*  and  with  regard  to  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer*  he  had  business 
enough  already  in  his  own  court. 

Sir  F.  Flood  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
country*  already  so  much  burdened*  was 
not  to  be  charged  witfar  an  additional 
salary.  The  Chancellor*  it  seemed*  w/fts  to 
pay  the  one  half  of  the  salary*  which  was 
a  proof  that  he  was  satisfied  that  he  could 
not  do  all  the  duties.  The  Bill*  in  its 
first  stage,  he  thooght  rather  a  slovenly 
performance*  and  unlike  the  usual  prodoc- 
tioiu  of  the  noble  lord.  He  approved  of 
the  amendments  that  had  been  introduced* 
and  therefore*  although  he  had  formerly 
voted  asainst  the  Bill*  was  now  ready  to 
give  it  bis  assent  and  support  It  was 
evident  there  was  a  great  increase  of  bu- 
sioesa  in  the  Court  of  Chancery*  and  nei- 
ther the  Lord  Chancellor  nor  the  Master 
of  the  Rolla  would  be  expected  to  do  mi- 
racles. An  immediate  remedy  was  ne- 
cessary* and  any  delay  would  be  doing 
iojustice  to.  the  public. 

Sir  C.  Jkffrett  remarked*  that  the  prece- 
dency of  the  Vice-Chancelior  was  not 
proportioned  to  his  salary,  as  it  was  pro- 
nosed  that  he  should  rank  after  the 
Masler  of  the  Rolls^  though  his  salary  was 
superior  to  that  of  this  last  officer. 

Mr,  Akercrombjf  suggested  that*  as  it  was 
not  intended  that  the  Vice-Chancellor 
ahottU  have  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Com- 
moos*  the  safest  course  to  pursue*  would  be 
to  insert  a  dausein  tbe  Bill  to  that  purpoae. 


The  statute  of  Anne,  and  that  of  George  2, 
might  be  supposed  at  first  sight  to  suffice. 
But  in  this  last  statute  it  was  specified, 
that  the  disability  shouki  not  be  extended 
to  offices  held  for  life  or  during  good  be* 
haviour.  In  the  statute  by  which  the 
commissioners  of  accounts  were  appointed 
they  were  excluded  from  sitting  in  that 
House  by  a  special  clause*  and  as  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature  was  at  present 
undoubted*' he  supposed  there  could  be  no 
objection*  in  order  to  obviate  future 
doubts*  to  insert  the  clause  he  proposed. . 

Mr.  Roto^  said*  that  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  proposed*  had  not  the  act  of 
Anne  been  amply  sufficient.  The  words 
were*  that  no  one  holding  any  newly 
created  office  of  emolument*  should  l>e 
held  qualified  to  sit  in*  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

Mr.  CSarnn^  professed  not  to  have  dis- 
covered any  of  those  amendments  in  the 
Bill  that  would  induce  him  now  to  vote 
for  it*  having  voted  against  it  on  the 
second  reading.  It  appeared  to  him  to 
have  come  out  of  the  Committee  wi^  all 
the  objections  that  it  had  at  first  presented  ; 
but  he  should  reserve  himself  for  an  op» 
portuoiMr  of  farther  di8cussin|p  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  on  the  third  reaai9g« 
With  respect  to  bankruptcies*  he  con- 
ceived what  had  been  suggested  by  hn 
boa.  and  learned  gentleman  to  be  an  im- 
provement* and  if  any  such  amendment 
was  moved  on  the  third  readingrhe  should 
give  it  his  support.  He  should  not  nsove^ 
however*  such  an  amendment  himself 
but  should  it  not  be  moved*  he  thought 
the  Bill  ou^ht  to  be  rejected. .  As  the 
evil  complained  of  was  of  a  temporary  na- 
ture* the  remedy  also*  he  contended, 
ought  to  be  temporary,  and  the  Bill* 
theriefore*  limited  to  a  certain  duration. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  disclaimed  having 
any  intention  of  moving  the  amendment 
alluded  to*  but  thought  it  would  be  de- 
sirable* if  thero  was  any  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  iramera  of  the  Bill  to 
meet  it. 

Mr.  LoMart,  referring  to  a  clause  in 
the  Bill  whero  it  was  suted  that  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  ahould  determine  all  causes  as 
the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper 
should  direct,  thought  it  of  the  greatest 
importance  timt  this  part  of  the  Bill  should 
be  noro  defined  or  better  understood. 
It  waa  necessary  to  know  how  this  autho- 
rity was  to  be  given*  as  much  of  the  landed 
property  of  the  kingdom  might  be  held 
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da  rach  deciiioos  ai  the  Vice-Chancellor 
ntglil  give.  He  wished  to  know  the  ex- 
tent and  sort  of  jarisdtction  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  were  to  exer- 
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The  Mieaor  Gmieral  said,  that  the 
node  of  detemining  what  causes  were  to 
be  heard  by  the  Vice-chancellor  would 
be  by  orders  issued,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  Chancellor,  Keeper,  or  the  com- 
missioners  holding  the  great  seal.  As  to 
the  indecency  which  wt»  said  to  be  appre« 
beaded  from  the  subordinate  condition  in 
which  the  Vice-Chancellor  would  be 
placed  with  respect  to  the  Chancellor, 
when  it  was  said  he  might  be  interrupted 
by  the  Chancellor's  bell,  what  was  the 
case  at  present  when  a  judge  and  two 
Masters  in  Chancery  sat  for  the  Lord 
Chancellor?  They  proceeded  to  hear 
such  causes  as  might  be  dispatched  within 
the  time  during  which^it  was  probable 
ibey  woald/sit.  This  would  be  the  ease 
with  the  Vice*  Chancellor.  l*he  Chan- 
callor  weoM  discover  what  was  the  most 
aenvenient  manner  ef  conducting  the  bn- 
eines^  and  stgntfy  It  to  the  Vice-Cban- 
ccNor;  aad  from  the  harmonious  manner 
ia  which  business  was  conducted  in 
Chancery,  no  e?il  was  to  be  apprehended 
llrem  this  mode  of  proceeding.  He  had 
nerer  pledged  himself  to  propose  any 
amendments  in  the  Committee,  bot  he  had 
said  that  any  objections  against  the  Bill 
might  be  rem^ied  there.  As  something 
mast  be  done  te  remedy  the  exiathig  evil, 
whal  had  been  proposed  instead  of  this 
Bill }  To  take  a  jadge,  of  whose  inte^ty 
aad  talents  enough  could  net  be  said  in 

Cise,  and  load  him  with  all  this  additional 
iaess ;  add  this,  though  that  hoaeor'* 
aUe  person  had  stated  to  his  constituents 
Ihet  the  pressure  of  hia  ordinary  business 
was  such  as  to  compel  him  toal>andon  the 
pleasing  duties  of  representing  his  native 
county  in  that  House.  A  certain  number 
of  juridical  days  were  marked  out  with 
ttmihematical  accuracy,  and  were  to  be 
taiposed  on  the  Master  of  the  IMk,  al- 
though that  officer  had  been  begged,  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  profemien  attending 
bit  court,  to  desist  from  even  his  ordinary 
■Itti&gs,  lesl  his  valuable  life  might  be  en- 
dangered. The  <{oestion  was  not  of  wil- 
Magnen  or  unwillingness,  bat  of  personal 
capacity  to  perform  such  additional  duty. 
Bat  it  was  said  the  duties  would  oot 
be  imposed  without  additional  emelu- 
aient.  Was  it  a  complimeat  lo  this  jodge 
wile  had  dacKaed  the  nwst  graicfiil  duties. 


to  say  to  him,  that  he  mast  now  come 
forward  and  play  the  part  of  Scrab  or 
Mungo.  An  boo.  and  learned  gentleman, 
whom  the  House  would  not  have  forgot  to 
have  been  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  Chancery  delays  (even 
had  he  not  himself  informed  them  of  it,) 
had  looked  on  this  scheme  as  vistonary, 
though  he  disliked  the  present  Bill.  The 
judges  in  Westminster- Hall  were  ao  bur- 
thened  with  business,  that  no  assistance 
could  be  expected  from  them.  As  to 
sending  the  Chief  Barooof  the  Exchequer 
to  the  Cockpit,  no  court,  it  was  well 
known,  could  exist  without  its  head — ^not 
even  a  bench  of  justices,  as  any  gentle* 
man  opposite,  who  happened  to  be  chair* 
man  of  one,  might  know.  The  courts  ef 
Westminster  consisted  constitutionally  of 
four  judges,  and  it  would  be  a  discovery 
of  that  night  if  it  was  found  thai  they 
could  go  on  with  three. 

Mr*  Ta^hr  explained.  He  had  net 
laid  any  stress  on  his  having  been  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  but  had  merely 
mentioned  it  incidentally. 

The  SoHdiar  GaieftU  explained,  that  he 
had  only  mentioned  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  was  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
his  honear. 

Mr.  WkUhreid  said,  that  daring  his 
whole  parliamentary  life  he  bad  never 
witnessed  such  an  instance  of  rapid  growth 
as  they  had  seen  that  night.  The  infuit 
of  that  day  week  had  become  a  gianli 
The  hen.  and  learned  {Solicitor  General, 
who  but  i|  week  ago  was  so  diffident  that 
be  could  scarcely  venture  to  obtrude  him- 
self on  the  House ;  who  professed  himself 
to  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  had,  after  having 
pledged  his  reputation  that  the  ezpedieat 
imfore  them  would  be  successfbl,  caaie 
forward  that  night,  aad  i[fter  speakiag 
with  fell  confidence  to  a  point  of  practice 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  proceeded  te  a 
speech  full  of  sarcastic  allusions.  The  aW 
lesion  to  the  hon.  and  learned  cbaiimsa 
of  the  committee,  ibey  must  understand 
as  being  devoid  of  sarcmm,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  toae  and  manner  in  which  they 
were  delivered.  He  had  as  much  respect 
as  any  one  for  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  bet 
notwithstanding.all  the  lamentation  a4iich 
they  had  heard  for  the  absence  of  that 
learned  judge,  which  lameatation,  no 
doubt,  would  be  renewed  to  the  full,  in 
the  case  of  any  one  appointed  to  the 
office  of  Vice-Chancellor,  he  (Ms.  W.) 
theaghi  k  expedientj  that  not  only  the 
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Mftfttr  of  the  lUHs,  but  Hie  Mtatera  in 
Ckancery,  and  the  Wdcfa  Jodg«8>  fhoald 
be  exciwied  from  the  Hottse,  Cklthoagh  no 
doobi  sir  W.  Grant  bad  made  a  great  dis- 
play of  leleat  in  tbat  House,  end  eren 
risen  to  bis  bigh  office  by  tbat  neane. 
[No!  froM  tbe  tninisfcerial  side.]  Tbit 
was  tbe  first  time  be  bad  beard  tne  feet 
diB€laiined.*-Tbe  qoestion  ibould  not  be 
considered  personally  as  it  respecte^^e 
Masterof  tbe  Rolls,  bvt  tbe  officer  in  ge- 
neral. Tbe  only  imputation  be  bad  beard 
OQ  tbe  Master  of  tbe  Rolls,  was  that 
broagbt  forward  by  an  bon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stepben),  on  a  former 
night;  wbo  bad  stated  tbat  tbat  jodge 
would  not  sit  at  tbe  Cockpit,  from  a  poli- 
tical pique  against  the  administration,  and 
this  formed  an  additional  reason  tbat  tbe 
Master  of  tbe  Rolls  should  not  hare  a  seat 
in  parliament,  where  be  was  exposed 
to  polttjcal  partialities.  Tbe  Master  of 
the  Rolls  would  not  permanently  hare 
this  additional  business,  as  much  of  the 
pressure  arose  from  the  circumstance,  that 
the  Chancellor,  through  an  anxious  desire 
to  do  strict  justice,  did  little  or  nothing. 
As  other  opportunities  would  o&r  for  de- 
liTering  his  seniimenu  upon  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  be  should  only  say  one  word 
as  to  tbe  harmony  always  supposed  by 
tbe  Solicitor  General  to  exist  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  There  were  instances,  such 
as  in  tbe  case  of  lord  Tburlow,  and  lord 
Al  vanley,  where  tbe  Chancellor  conceited 
the  greatest  contempt  for  tbe  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  and  would  never  suffer  tbat 
judge  to  sit  ibr  him.  If  such  a  prejudiced 
Chancellor  existed  hereafter,  a  Vice* 
Chancellor,  though  endowed  with  all  tbe 
learning  and  all  the  talents,  forensic  and 
parliamentary,  of  the  bon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General,  might  be  reduced  to  a 
stnecnrist.  He  mifflit  strut  about  with 
his  tmin*bearer  and  his  secretary^great 
at  a  leree  or  any  where  efne-— but  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  worse  than  nothing. 

Lord  Cattiereagk  thought,  tbat  nothing 
in  bia  bon.  and  learned  friend's  speech 
justifi«(d  the  attack  which  the  bon.  gentle- 
man bad  made  on  him.  The  characteristic 
of  what  bi»  bon.  and  learned  friend  had 
said  on  a  former  night,  and  what  he  bad 
that  ttight  repeated,  was,  that  it  had  all 
the  weight  of  argument,  and  was  stated 
in  a  perfectly  inoffensive  manner.  His 
bon.  and  learned  friend  could  not  be  ac- 
cused of  arrogance,  seeing  tbat  he  had 
been  cballengjed  as  a  lawyer  to  come  for* 
wardf  and  mi  done  so  accordingly .•-^In 
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answw  10  an  objection  which  had  been 
been  urged  with  respect  to  tbe  posslMe 
abuse  of  the  antbority  to  be  given  by  thia 
Bill,  he  woqM  observe  that  tbe  Lord 
Chancellor  might  now,  as  the  law  at  pre* 
sent  existed,  come  into  court,  and  tak«  any 
cause  oet  of  the  bands  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  even  after  it  had  commenced.  This 
consequence,  improbable  and  unheard  of 
as  it  was,  might  be  expected  to  happen  if 
we  were  to  argue  from  tbe  abuse  of  the 
law  and  not  the  use  of  it.  The  difl^ni 
plans  which  had  been  proposed  to  be  sub* 
stitoted  for  tbe  present  Bill  were  a  sort  of 
cswif»pwyrft  which  operated  tbe  one  as  a 
complete  negative  upon  the  other.  One 
bon.  gentleman  opposite  bad  that  nigbl 
distinctly  stated  bis  conviction  tfiat  tbe 
erecting  tbe  bankroptcies  into  a  separate 
department  would  create  much  difficulty 
and  confusion.  He  himself  thought  tbat 
the  same  interniptien  and  confusion  would 
necessarily  follow  from  overloading  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  with  all  the  arreari  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  separating 
him  ^  frpm  a  court  where  be  had  so  long 
presided  with  honour  to  himself  and  satis* 
taction  to  this  as  well  as  to  fbreign  coun* 
tries.  He  totally  disapproved  of  that  com* 
plexity  of  movement  and  judicial  macbi* 
nery  by  which  it  had  been  proposed  to 
transfer  tbe  judges  from  court  to  courts  and 
to  supply  the  absence  of  one  from  bis 
proper  sphere  by  tbe  successive  removal 
of  others  out  of  theirs.  He  did  not  believe 
that  tbe  great  and  excellent  character  who 
had  been  so  often  referred  to  would  ever 
stand  in  the  way  of  any  advantage  to  bis 
country,  but  he  conceived  tbat  in  case  of 
any  such  arrangement  being  adopted,  ft 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  htm  to 
retire  from  the  high  situation  which  be 
now  filled.  It  was  not  historically  trae> 
that  the  Mastor  of  tbe  Rolls  owed  bis  ele* 
vation  to  tbe  talents  which  he  had  dis* 
played  in  that  House ;  be  owed  it  chiefly 
and  originally  to  the  distinction  which  he 
bad  obtained  in  the  Court  of  Chancerr* 
and  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  He 
must  enter  his  protest  against  any  mea* 
sure  which  proceeded  on  the  supposition 
that  the  evil  to  be  remedied  was  a  tempo- 
rary evil.  Even  if  a  temporary  office  were 
in  this  view  created  for  tbe  purpose,  no 
eminent  professional  man  would  accept 
of  it,  unless  on  condition  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  salary  after  his  services  had 
ceased.  Why,  then,  throw  a  cbarecter  of 
doubt  and  disrespect  upon  the  office  with- 
out any  advantage  to  result  from  it> '  ft 
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woqM  be  at  all  times  in  the  power  of  par- 
liament to  annul  the  office,  if  found  none- 
coMary*  as  they  had  created  it 

Mr.  Siepkcn  should  not  have  risen,  but 
for  the  notice  which  bad  been  taken  of  an 
allusion  made  by  him  on  a  former  night« 
to  the  cause  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
withdrawing  himself  from  the  Cock- 
pit. He  conceived  that  no  imputation 
was  implied  in  the  statement  be  had  made, 
which«  liowever,  was  founded  only  on 
common  rumour.  His  attendance  there 
was  no  part  of  his  official  duty^  it  was  per* 
fectly  gratuitous,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to 
continue  or  discontinue  it  as^^e  saw  proper. 
The  time  that  he  had  withdrawn  himself 
from  the  Cockpit,  was,  when  a  certain  ad- 
ministration was  endeavouring  to  supplant 
him  in  the  county  which  he  had  long  re* 
presented.  At  such  a  time,  it  would  not 
be  wondered  at,  if  he  did  not  continue  to 
give  his  voluntary  attendance  at  a  place, 
where  it  was  not  his  particular  duty  to 
attend. 

Mr.  WkUhread  did  not  know  any  thing 
more  of  the  transaction  than  what  he  had 
learned  firom  the  information  of  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  member,  who  had  stated  that 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  been  ill-treated 
by  the  ministry  of  1806,  Because  he  had 
been  opposed  in  a  county  election,  he 
had,  it  seemed,  retired  from  the  Cockpit 
oat  of  political  pique  and  resentment.  He 
did  not  attach  much  credit  to  the  rumour, 
bnt  he  thought  that,  if  true,  it  implied  a 
censure  on  the  conduct  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls. 

Sir  Satiwel  RamiUy  wished  to  under- 
stand the  Bill,  which  he  v^as  unable  to  do 
from  the  Bill  itself,  without  the  assistance 
of  those  who  framed  it.  He  wished  to  be 
informed,  whether  it  was  intended  to  trans- 
fer causes  set  down  for  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  to  the  Vice-chancellor ;  if  the  causes 
were  so  transferred,  it  would  create  con- 
siderable dissatisfaction^  and  a  multiplica- 
tion of  business  by  constant  appeals ;  if  it 
were  not  intended  so  to  transfer  them,  all 
the  causes  would  be  set  down  before  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  He  wondered  how 
gentlemen  who  had  professed  on  a  former 
niffht  to  be  satisfied,  not  with  what  the 
Bill  was,  but  with  what  it  might  be,  should 
express  their  approbation  of  the  Amend- 
ments. It  was  precisely  the  same  that  it 
was.  The  only  alteration  was  in  the  omis- 
sion of  the  words,  ''  under  certain  restric- 
tions and  regulations,*'  but  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  was  still  to  proceed  to  decide  only 
such  caosea  as  the  Chancellor  should  from 
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time  to  time  direct.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  judges  could  not  possibly  be  apared 
from  their  courts  to  asssist  the  Chancellor. 
He  would,  as  a  fact,  state,  that  in  last 
Trinity  Term,  three  judges  had  sat  with 
the  Chancellor  for  four  days,  on  the  will  of 
Mr.  Wilkinson.  This  formed  at  least  an 
exception  to  the  absolute  impossibility 
stated.  The  objections  to  the  present  Bill 
weip  radical  and  essential.  It  made  an 
alteration  in  the  legal  constitution  of  the 
country  :  and  it  would  hereafter  be  record- 
ed, that  in  my  lord  Eldon's  time  a  Bill  had 
passed  which  made  it  impossible  for  any 
one  to  rise  to  the  highest  honoars  of  the 
profession  in  the  fair  and  open  path  of  his 
duty.  It  was  not  just  to  say  that  no 
other  remedy  had  been  suggested.  Seve- 
ral expedients  bad  been  proposed,  among 
others  to  enable  the  Lords  to  hear  AppeaU 
in  the  absence  of  the  Chancellor ;  of  which 
no  notice  had  been  taken.  Yet  why 
should  not  the  other  House  be  competent 
to  do  this,  assisted  by  one  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lords  who  had  held  the  seals  either 
of  England  or  Ireland  ?  The  same  course 
had  been  more  than  once  adopted  Jn  the 
time  of  lord  Mansfield;  and  lord  Bathurst 
bad  sat  for  lord  Thurlow.  As  to  the  ob- 
servation  which  had  been  made  on  the  in- 
crease of  business  from  the  Irish  appeals, 
it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  before  I7S2, 
appeals  from  that  country  were  tried  here 
as  at  present,  and  that  it  was  only  from 
1782  to  1800  that  there  was  a  suspension 
of  the  ordinary  and  established  coarse  of 
justice. 

Mr.  JfetheraU  could  not  conceive  bow 
such  a  power  as  that  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  could  be  un- 
derstood to  e^^ist  in  the  Chancellor.  The 
fair  construction  of  this  Bill  certainly  was, 
that  the  Chancellor  coold  not  transfer 
causes  set  down  for  tbe  Rolls  Court.  As 
to  the  expedient  suggested  of  detaching 
the  bankrupt  business,  that  branch  he  con- 
ceived to  be  now  so  closely  and  consti- 
tutionally connected  with  tbe  original  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Court,  that  it  coold  not 
be  separated  without  great  hazard  mad  in- 
convenience. If  a  new  judge  were  created 
for  the  dispatch  of  bankruptcy  business,  it 
would  be  creating  a  jurisdiction  without 
appeal,  which  appeared  to  him  a  groaier 
innovation  than  the  object  of  the  present 
Bill.  It  was  not  quite  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect  such  uniform  and  unfailing  rectitude 
in  any  judge  as  totally  to  supersede  the 
necessity  of  appeal.  The  most  active  and 
vigilant  might  sometimes  slumber  in  a  long 
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and  wearifionxe  course  of  appjication : 

. -Alii^uaiiHo  bonus  dormitat  Homerus : 

Terum  opere  lo  loogo  fas  est  obrepere  somnum. 

Certaio  plans  had  been  proposed  which 
might  expedite  the  dispatch  of  business  in 
Chancery  :  but  the  House  should  beware 
lest  in  giving  increased  velocity  to  the 
wheels  of  one  court,  the  whole  machinery 
of  another  might  not  be  reduced  to  a  state 
of  resL 

Mr.  Pansonbjf,  in  answer  to  the  alleged 
anomaly   in  English   law  of   creating  a 
judge  without  appeal^  observed,  that  in 
matters  pf  bankruptcy  there  was  at  present 
no  appeal.     The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  seemed  terrified  at  the 
consequences  which  would  result  from  the 
appointment  of  a  judge  for  the  separate 
causes  of  bankruptcy.    In  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  opinion  this  would 
produce  a  narrowness  of  view  in  the  per- 
son who  should  be  appointed  to  this  sepa- 
rate bench,  which  would  render  him  unGt 
for  the  office.     It  was  the  first  time  he  had 
ever  heard  that  the  division  of  labour  made 
the   labourer  more  inexpert.     But  would 
not  the  advisers  of  the  crown  advise  the 
appointment  of  the  fittest  person  for  the 
office  ?     It  had  been  s^id,  that  the  separa> 
tion  of  the  bankruptcy  causes  would  not  af- 
ford a  sufficient  relief  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.    Did  not  the  bankruptcy   causes 
constitute  one- fourth    of   the    Chancery 
business  ?     The  Chancellor  who  should  be 
left  with  three-fourthsof  the  present  busi- 
ness, and  should  be  unable  to  execute  it, 
was  very  unfit  to  hold  that  situation.     An 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen), 
had  been  at  once  the  accuser  and  exculpa- 
tor  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.     He  knew 
not  why  that  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  thought  fit  to  become  the  accuser  of 
that  exalted  character,  or  whether  it  was 
by  his  permission  that  he  had  become  his 
defender.     Did  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman   think  that  it  was  a  fortunate  de- 
fence for  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  that  he 
had  withdrawn  himself  from  the  decision 
of  causes  at  the  Cockpit,  because  an  op- 
ponent of  his,  at  a  county  election,  had 
received   some  support    from  ministers? 
He  thought  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man ought  to  consider  some  time  before 
he  appeared  again  in  the  character  of  a 
defender.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
■eparation  of  bankruptcy  causes  from  the 
great  aeal.    The  uking  away  part  of  the 
Chancellor's  emoluments  was  no  objection, 
for  the  Chancellor  ought  to  be  liberally 
P^icl.  and  consequently  oompensated  for 
(VOL.XX1Y0 
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any  loss.  This  was  no  part  of  the  ordinary 
Chancery  business;  but  superinduced  a 
few  years  ago,  because  the  legislature  did 
not  know  what  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  B,  Bathurst  said,  if  an  anomaly  were 
to  be  allowed  to  exist,  as  in  the  case  of 
bankruptcy  causes,  it  ought  not  to  exist  in 
a  subordinate  officer,  but  in  a  person  cloth* 
ed  with  the  highest  dignity.     • 

The  question  was  then  put  and  the 
Amendment  negatived.  The  Report  was 
then  agreed  to  witliout  a  division. 


HOUSE   OF  LORD& 

Tuesday,  February  23. 

Pbtitions  respecting  the  Claims  ov 
THE  Roman  Catholics.  1  The  Bishop  of 
Rapftoe  presented  a  Petition  against  tha 
Roman  Catholic  Claims. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  il 
was  impossible  for  the  House  tojreceive 
this  Petition  but  as  that  of  one  person,  for 
the  names  of  the  others  were  contained  on 
a  separate  piece  of  paper,  which  wai 
tacked  to  the  Petition. 

The  Petition  was  accordingly  so   re 
ceived. 

Viscount  Palmouih  presented  a  Petition 

Sim  the  corporation   of  Penzance,   in 
rnwall,  against  the  Claims  of  the  Ro* 
man  Catholics, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  inquired  how  the 
Petition  was  signed  ? 

Viscount  Falmouth  said,  the  corporate 
seal  was  affixed  to  the  Petition. 

The  Earl  of  O>urtofwn  presented  a  Peti* 
tion  of  the  same  description,  from  the 
noblemen,  gentlemen*  and  Protestant  in* 
habitants  of  the  county  of  Wexford. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  their  lordships 
could  not  receive  this  Petition  in  its  pre- 
sent state;  for,  though  it  had  a  great 
number  of  names  subscribed,  and  there 
were  several  sheets,  yet  it  appeared  tha( 
the  whole  of  them  bad  been  signed  by  one 
person. 

I'he  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  rejected. 

The  Bishop  of  London  presented  two 
Petitions  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
Claims ;  one  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Olive,  in  Hart-street,  in  the 
city  of  London ;  and  the  other  from  French 
Protestants  in  London.  These  Petitions 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  ward  of  BiU 
lingsgatf^  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
Claims. 

The  Duke  of  Ncdbtk  ineved  that  ike 

(SY) 
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Vhole  of  this  petition  be  read. — ^The  Peti- 
tion was  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  asked  if  the  noble 
duke  intended  any  objection  to  the  Petition. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  answered,  that  it 
Avas  not  with  any  intt^nt  to  object  to  this 
Petition  being  received,  but  amongst  the 
number  of  Petitions  which  had  come  be- 
fore them  on  this  subject,  there  was  great 
difference  in  the  language  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  he  must  confess  the  name  of 
the  place  from  whence  this  came  had 
caught  his  ear,  and  it  made  him  desirous 
of  hearing  the  whole  of  it.  He  recollect- 
ed, at  the  time  he  had  a  seat  in  the  other 
I}ouse,  when  a  number  of  petitions  were 
coming  before  them,  and  one  was  presented 
by  the  alderman  of  the  ward  of  Billings- 
gate, a  facetious  member  desired  it  to  be 
read,  in  order  to  know  if  the  sentiments 
bore  any  resemblance  to  the  language  of 
the  alderman  who,  he  observed^  always 
■poke  that  of  his  particular  constituents. 
!But,  notwithstanding  the  violence  which 
had  been  expressed  in  other  Petitions,  and 
the  coarseness  which  might  have  been  in 
this, 'he  must  admit  that  the  language  was 
mild  and  decent ;  and,  though  it  might 
have  been  supplied  to  the  petitioners,  on 
this  occasion  he  would  give  them  crer^^^t, 
that  it  proceeded  from  themselves.  In  re- 
spect to  his  wishing  the  Petition  to  be  read. 
It  Was  only  consistent  with  the  desire  of 
the  noble  viscount  himself,  who,  on  a  for* 
mer  eveiiing,  had  expressed  his  opinion, 
that  all  these  Petitions  might  be  read. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  referred  to  what 
passed  on  a  former  evening,  and  said  it 
was  merely  through  the  expression  of  a 
noble  lord,  he  had  thought  it  right  to 
move  that  the  whole  of  the  Petition  be 
read.  He  did  not  perceive  the  necessity 
of  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  upon 
this  and  other  Petitions.  With  respect  to 
the  present,  the  language  was  mild  and 
respectful,  and  it  had  been  so  described 
by  the  noble  duke;  and  it  was  certainly 
tnore  than  was  necessary*  or  to  be  ex- 
pected, that  petitioners  should  always  ex- 
press themselves  with  classical  purity.  He 
deprecated  that  scrutiny  which  had  been 
used  towards  these  petitions  ;  for  he  must 
repeat,  he  never  in  the  course  of  thirty 
years,  during  which  he  had  a  seat  in  this 
and  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  recol- 
lected so  much  scrutihy  and  severity  ap- 
plied to  petitions,  which  must  operate  as  a 
didcburagetnent  to  those  who  wei^  still  in- 
clined to  address  their  lordships  upon  this 
i'lJbjett.        -     • 
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The  Duke  of  Noifolk  too  well  remem- 
bered a  period  somewhat  before  Cbe  noble 
viscount  came  into  active  life.  When  it 
was  pretended  that  the  sense  of  the  coun- 
try was  expressed  by  the  nomerous  peti- 
tions which  Were  presented,  one  of  which 
was  signed  by  forty  thousand  persons. 
Party  at  that  period  ran  high,  hot  there 
was  no  man  who  Would  now  say  that  w^ 
the  sense  and  opinion  of  the  people.  Re 
recollected  the  dreadful  effects  df  such 
ditfsention  respecting  religion.  He  need 
not  mention  how  the  flame  burst  forth ; 
and  it  was  fortunate  that  this  metropolis  was 
not  laid  in  ashes.  It  was  on  these  grounds 
he  felt  a  reluctance  to  hear  the  lan- 
guage used  on  the  present  occasion  ;  and 
he  felt  himself  bound  as  a  peer  to  prevent, 
as  much  as  possible,  that  spirit  which,  like 
the  former  religiotis  volcano  of  Lond<Hi, 
might  break  out  in  those  parts  from 
whence  some  of  these  petitions  came,  and 
make  destruction  in  the  country.  There 
was  also  another  ground  on  which  be  felt 
inclined  to  be  a  little  scrupulous  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  these  petitions,  for  tboogfi  the 
noble  viscount  must  have  more  informa- 
tion than  he  had  on  the  subject,  yet  hb 
well  knew,  in  some  places,  that  influence 
had  been  used  on  the  present  occasion. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  again  stated  what  h^ 
had  urged  last  night,  that  these  Petitions 
arose  out  of  the  declarations  which  had 
represented  the  Protestants  of  this  conn- 
try  to  be  favourable  to  '  the  Catholic 
Claims.  He  concurred  with  the  noble 
duke  that  the  time  he  had  referred  to 
produced  most  horrible  effects.  It  was  ft 
disgrace  to  those  who  had  acted  on  the 
occasion,  but  there  was  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  mitd  and  considerate  manner  in 
which  the  Protestants  now  treated  this 
subject,  and  that  which  was  used  at  the 
period  to  which  the  noble  duke  bad  re- 
ferred. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TVietdoyi  February  23. 

Petitions  «es?bctino  the  Claivs  ofr 
THB  Roman  Catholics.]  Petitions  ag^nst 
the  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  were 
presented  from  the  citizens  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Chester,  the  inhabitants  of  Leeds* 
the  archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Yofk,  the 
gentry,  cfergy,  &c.  of  eastern  dhrision  of 
Kent,  the  archdeacon  and 'clergy  of  Hon* 
tingdon^  the  inhabitants  of  I^e,  thr  mi* 
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Dfiaters,  &c.  oC  Chobham,  the  inbabifcants 
of  London  and  Westminster,  the  inhabi- 
tantt  of  St  Punstan's  in  the  Eoist,  the  in* 
habitantg  of  Billings^te,  the  rector,  &c* 
of  St.  Olave,  the  ProtestanM  of  Donegal, 
the  Protestants  of  Meath;  the  inhabitants 
of  Aberystwyth,  the  gentry,  clergy,  &c. 
of  Penbigb,  the  Prot£stant  noblemen^  &c. 
of  Cavan,  the  inhabitants  of  East  Grinsted, 
t.b&  burgesses  of  Rulbin,  the  Protestant 
nobleman  of  Downe,  and  the  aldermen 
and  bursesses  of  Bodmin.  All  which 
were  oraered  to  lie  npon  the  table. — Pe- 
titions were  also  received  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  BaUinakill,  Queen's  county^ 
and  Liinei;ick,.in  support  of  their  Claims. 

On  pr^sentin^  the  Petition  from  Loa- 
doa  and  Westmmsterj 

Sir  W.  Curiii  said,  he  had  to  present  a 
Petition  from  more  than  60,Q0O  inhabi- 
tants of  this  metropoli5,  against  what  was 
called  Catholic  liinancipation.  The  per- 
soQs  who  had  signed  this.Petitioxi,  could 
zead  and  write  too* 

M^.  Chriuofplter  Smith  said,  that  it  was 
the  custom  at  the  place  wluere  the  Petition 
lay  for  signatures,  to  ask  any  one  who 
presented  himself  tP  tign,  whether  he  had 
read  the  Petition,  and  if  he  answered  jn 
the  negative,  to  recoounend  )iim  to  read 
It  before  he  signed ;  and  he  did  not  doubt 
that  the  greater  part  of  those  who  signed 
it  h^d  read  it. 

Sir  •/•  Skaio  said  a  few  words  on  the  same 
side. 

Mr.  Baring  said«  that  the  meeting  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  which  this 
Petition  had  been  drawn  up,  was  convened 
ia  the  mpst  obscure  manner  possible.  As 
half  a  dozea  people  at  the  Cro^n  and 
Anchor  would  come  forward  with,  *<  We 
the  people  of  England ;"— so  this  Petition, 
the  signatures  to  wlliich  had  been  obtained 
by  placarding  the  walls  of  taverns,  and 
other  disgraceful  methods,  was  brought 
forward,  as  the  Petition  of  the  cities  of 
London  and  Westminster.  In  so  large  a 
city  a  Petition  on  any  subject  would  by 
such  means  get  a  long  string  of  names ; 
but  it  was  much  to  the  honour  of  the  city 
of  London,  that  it  had  not  joined,  by  any 
imblic  act,  in  the  senseless  cry  which  had 
been  raised,  he  was  aorry  to  say,  prlnci^ 
P^ly  bv  the  clergy. 

Sir  W.  VwiU  said,  the  meeting  was  pub- 
licly coDvenedi  and  attendfd  by  persojas 
of  Goasequence*  and  that  90  out  of  100 
ligned  it  ia  the  room  where  the  meeting 
bftd  been  held. 


minster,  a  numerous  met; ting  whiqh  had 
been  held  in  Palace-yard  had  come  to  re^ 
solutions  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  Claims, 

Lord  Milton  asked  sir  W.  Curtis  whe- 
ther notice  had  been  given^  thatNPetitioiis 
lay  for  signatures  at  the  Ciiurches  in  Lon- 
don during  divine  service. 

Sir  fV.  Curtis  said,  he  was  sorry  he  could 
not  speak  to  the  fact. 

Lord  Milton  reprobated  the  practice  of 
applying  the  Churches,  and  the  time  al- 
lowed for  divine  service,  to 
naerety  political. 


purpos^f 


Petitions  of  Christians  foh  a  Rb* 
PEAL  OF  TliE  Test  Laws.]  Three  Peli* 
tioQs — of  the  there -undersigitfd  Christians 
— in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  whp 
agree  with  them  in  considering  absolute 
liberty  of  conscience  respecting  religioi^ 
to  be  the  unalienable  right  of  all  men,— r 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Whitbread  and 
read  ;  setting  forth.  i 

"  That  it  ia  the  duty  of  all  men  to  exa- 
mine as  diligently  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  after 
such  diligent  examination,  to  adopt  and.  t^ 
profess  what  may  appear  to  them  to  be 
the  truth  ;  and  tba^  in  the  performance 
of  that  duty,  men  ought  not  to  be  ob.- 
structed  or  discouraged^  or  otherwise 
tempted  to  act  hypocritically,  by  any 
law  tending  to  bias  them  in  the  course 
of  such  examination  of  the  doctrines  of  re- 
ligion, by  subjecting  them,  in  the  case  of 
their  dissenting  froix^  the  doctrines  of  any 
established  church,  to  ^suffer  death  by 
burning  or  otherwise*  or  to  suifer  any 
corporal  or  pecuniary  punishment,  or  to 
be  injured  in  their  reputation  by  any  dia* 
ability  more  or  less  disgraceful ;  and  ths^ 
the  petitioners  acknowledge*  with  high 
satisfaction,  that,  in  the  present  reign, 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  to- 
wards the  full  restoration  of  the  rights  of 
conscience,  by  the  wisdom  of  parliament 
and  the  benignity  of  the  King  rescinding 
various  laws,  in  whole  or  in  part,  whica 
were  violations  of  thoserights;  yet,  since 
other  penal  laws  not  le^s  injurious  to  those 
rights  remain  unrepealed,  since  some  of 
these  laws  subject  to  corporal  punishments 
or  pecuniary  penalties,  others,  as  in  tjbua 
case  of  the  Test  laws  passed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  second;  subject  to  disgrace* 
disability,  and  privation  of  civil  rights 
persons,  whose  only  offence  it  is.  that  in 
conformity  with  their  duty,  they  have 
examined  the  doctrines  of  religion, and  by 
Sir  F^  Jfur4tU  mdj  ikU  ^^  l9  Wf si-  i  sacb  examination  bave  b^en  in4vf ed  tp 
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embrace  and  to  profess  religious  opinions 
different  frum  the  doctrines  of  the  esta- 
blished Church  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  humbly  but  ear- 
nestly to  remonstrate  against  the  longer 
continuance  of  any  of  these  intolerant 
laws;  and  they  do,  in  conformity  with 
the  premises,  expressly  petition  the  House, 
that  every  such  unjust  law  may  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  rights  of  conscience  may 
thus  be  restored  to  all  the  subjects  of  this 
United  Kingdom ;  and  the  petitioners 
humbly  beg  leave  to  add,  that  this  re- 
quest, as  it  appears  to  them,  is  grounded 
on  the  most  evident  considerations  of  jos<- 
tice  ;  and  they  trust  that  the  compliance 
of  the  state  would  vet  conciliate  the  affec- 
tion of  millions  of  their  aggrieved  fellow 
subjects,  and  unite  them  forever  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  empire  :  under  each  of  these 
aspects  their  request  claims,  arid  they 
bope  will  be  found  to  deserve,  the  assent 
of  the  House,  as  they  are  statesmen 
anxious  for  the  safety  of  their  country, 
and  as  they  are  moralists  determined  to 
act  impartially  on  the  rules  of  justice ; 
but,  when  the  petitioners  consider  farther 
that  every  attempt  to  influence  men  in 
their  choice  and  profession  of  religion  by 
penal  laws,  whether  corrupt  or  compulsive 
in  their  operation.  Is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel,  and  forbidden  by  its 
plainest  precepts  in  numerous  passages, 
they  hope  it  may  be  allowed  them  more 
particularly,  and  with  all  possible  earnest- 
ness, to  intreat  the  friends  of  religion  in 
the  House  to  interpose  their  authority, 
not  to  vindicate  the  Gospel  from  the 
groundless  charge  of  intolerance,  but  to 
influence  the  state  to  conform  its  laws  for 
the  protection  of  the  established  Church, 
to  the  purity  benignity  and  exalted  in- 
tegrity of  our  Gospel  religion,  to  renounce 
the  whole  system  of  persecution,  the'loing 
accumulation  of  ages  of  barbarism  and 
discord,  and  to  free  an  almost  countless 
multitude  of  injured  individuals  from  the 
temptation  of  ensnaring  tests,  and  the 
more  oppressive  severities  of  our  compul- 
sive intolerance;  by  the  success  of  such 
salutary  counsels,  at  once  restoring  con- 
cord and  safety  to  the  empire,. and  Seeing 
our  national  Church  from  the  present  too 
just  reproach  of  retaining  that  support 
which  persecming  laws  can  bestow,  but 
which  Christianity  condemns,  and  would 
disdain  to  accept/' 

Four  Petitions— of  the  there-under- 
signed Christians  residing  in  the  town  and 
seighbourbood  of  Selper;   in  the  town 


and  neighbourhood  of  Derby ;  in  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  of  Loughborough : 
and  in  the  town  and  neighboorbood  of 
Melbourne  ;  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,  who  agree  with  them  in  consider- 
ing absolute  liberty  of  conscience  respect- 
ing religion  to  be  the  unalienable  right  of 
all  men; — were  presented  and  read; 
setting  forth, 

''  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  exa- 
mine, as  diligently  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  after 
such  diligent  examination  to  adopt  and 
to  profess  what  may  appear  to  them  to  be 
the  truth ;  and  that,  in  the  performance 
of  that  duty,  men  ought  not  to  be  ob- 
structed   or    discouraged,    or   otherwise 
tempted  to  act  hypocritically,  by   any 
law  tending  to  bias  them  in  the  course  of 
such  examination  of  the  doctrines  of  reli- 
gion, by  subjecting  them,  in  the  case  of 
their  dissenting  from  the.  doctrines  of  any 
established  church,  to  suffer    death   by 
burning  or  otherwise,  or  to  suffer  any- 
corporal  or  pecuniary  punishment,  or  to 
be  injured  in  their  reputation  by  any  dis- 
ability, more  or  less  disgraceful ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  acknowledge,  with   high 
satisfaction,  that  in  the  present  reign  con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made  towards 
the  full  restoration  of  the  rights  of  con- 
science, by  the  rescinding  of  various  laws, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  which  were  violations 
of  those  rights ;    yet  since  other  penal 
Uws,  not  less  injurious  to  those  rights,  re* 
main  unrepealed ;    since  some  of  these 
laws  subject  to  corporal  punishments  or 
pecuniary  penalties,  others,,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Test  laws,  passed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  2nd,  subject  to  disgrace,  dis- 
ability, and  privation  of  civil  rights,  per- 
sons whose  only  offence  it  is,  that  in  con* 
formity  with  their  duty,  they  have  exa- 
mined the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  by 
such  examination  have  been  induced  to 
embrace,  and  to  profess  religious  opinions 
different  from  the  doctrines  of  -the  esta- 
blished Church,  the  petitioners  feel  it  to 
be  their  duty  humbly  but  earnestly  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  longer  continuance 
of  any  of  these  intolerant  laws;  and  they 
do,  in  conformity  with  the  premises^  ex« 
pressly  petition  the  House,  that  every  such 
unjust  law  may  be  repealed,  and  the  rights 
of  conscience  may  thus  be  restored  to  all 
the  subjects  of  this  United  Kingdom ;  at 
the  same  time  they  declare  to  the  House* 
that  if    the   legislature  of   our   country 
should  not  feel  themselves  convinced,  aa 
the  petitioners  io,  that  eyery  trace  of  ia* 
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tolerance  ought  to  be  immediately  ex- 
panged  from  oar  statutes,  yet,  if  the  repeal 
or  modification  of  any  of  our  intolerant 
laws  should  now  take  place,  particolarly 
if  the  Test  laws,  a#  far  as  they  affect  our 
military  force  by  sea  and  land,  should 
now  be  repealed,  the  petitioners  would 
▼lew  with  high  satisfaction  any  such  mea- 
sure, as  a  still  farther  advance  towards  t}ie 
complete  restoration  of  the  rights  of  con- 
science ;  and  at  this  crisis  would  consider 
it  as  having  a  salutary  tendency  tb  allay 
religious  animosities,  and  to  unite  still 
more  closely  the  great  masi  of  the  com- 
munity in  a  zealous  defence  of  the  empire 
against  the  effi)rts  of  our  powerful  and  am- 
bitious enemy/' 

A  Petition  of  the  there-undersigned 
Christians,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,  who  agree  with  them  in  consi- 
dering absolute  liberty  of  conscience  re- 
specting religion  to  be  the  unalienable 
right  of  all  men,  was  also  presented  and 
read;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  exa- 
mine, as  diligently  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and, 
after  such  diligent  examination,  to  adopt 
and  to  profess  what  may  appear  to  them 
to  be  the  truth ;  and  that,  in  performance 
of  that  doty,  men  ought  not  to  be  ob- 
structed or  discouraged,  or  otherwise 
tempted  to  act  hypocritically,  by  any  law 
tending  to  bias  them  in  the  course  of  such 
examination  of  the  doctrines  of  religion, 
by  subjecting  them,  in  the  case  of  their 
dissenting  from  the  doctrines  of  any  esta- 
blished Church,  to  suffer  death  by  burn- 
ing or  otherwise,  or  to  suffer  any  corporal 
or  pecuniary  punishment,  or  to  be  injured 
in  their  reputation  by  any  disability  luore 
or  less  disgraceful;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners acknowledge,  with  high  satisfac- 
tion, that,  in  the  present  reign,  considera- 
ble progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
foil  restoration  of  the  rights  of  conscience 
by  the  wisdom  of  parliament  and  the  be- 
nignity of  the  King,  rescinding  various 
laws,  in  whole  or  in  part,  which  were  vio- 
lations of  those  rights,  ^et.  since  other 
P^nal  laws,  not  less  injurious  to  those 
rights,  remain  unrepealed,  since  some  of 
these  subject  to  corporal  punishments  or 
pecuniary  penalties,  others,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Test  laws  passed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  2nd,  subject  to  disgrace,  dis- 
ability, and  privation  of  civil  rights,  per- 
sons whose  only  offence  it  is,  that,  in  con- 
formity with  tbeir  doty,  they  have  exa* 


mined  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  by 
such  examination  have  been  induced  to 
embrace,  and  to  profess,  religious  opinions 
diiltfreni  from  the  doctrines  of  the  esta-' 
blished  Church,  the  petitioners  feel  it  to 
be  their  duty  humbly  but  earnestly  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  longer  continuance 
of  any  of  these  intolerant  laws  ;  and  they 
do,  in  conformity  with  the  premises,  ex- 
pressly petition  the  House,  that  every 
such  unjust  law  may  be  repealed,  and  that 
the  rights  of  conscience  may  thus  be  re- 
stored to  all  the  subjects  of  this  United 
Kingdom/' 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


LBTTBt 

Dublin 


PBOM  THB   Lord  Mayor  or 
TO    THE    Speaker,    soliciting 

LEAVE     TO     PRESENT     A     PETITION     PROM 

THE  Corporation  op  Dublin  at  the 
Bar  op  the  House.]  The  Speaker  ac* 
quainted  the  House,  that  he  had  received 
a  Letter  from  the  right  hon.  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dabliii,  the  contents  of  which 
he  communicated  to  the  House ;  and  the 
said  Letter  was  thereupon,  by  direction  of 
the  House,  read  by  the  Speaker,  and  is  aa 
follows : 

"  Dover  Street,  23  Februarv,  1813. 
"  Sir ;  The  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  in  common  council  assembled, 
having  prepared  Petitions  to  be  presented 
to  Parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  Claims 
about  to  be  preferred  on  behalf  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  I  beg  leave 
to  state,  that  I  have  been  deputed,  as  lord 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  to  deliver 
their  Petitions  at  the  bar  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament ;  and  I  have  now  the  bo* 
nour  to  solicit,  through  you.  Sir,  that  the 
honourable  the  House  of  Commons  may 
be  pleased  to  indulge  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  by  permitting  me,  as 
chief  magistrate  of  that  city,  to  deliver  at 
their  bar  the  Petition  addressed  to  their 
honourable  House,  an  indulgence  which  it 
is  humbly  hoped  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  be  pleased  to  concede  to  th« 
citizens  of  Dublin,  in  analogy  to  the 
usage  so  lon^  established  of  receiving  Pe« 
titions  at  their  bar  from  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  London,  and  which,  if  granted 
by  that  honourable  House,  will  not  only 
demand  the  gratitude  of  the  petitioners, 
the  second  corporation  of  the  empire,  and 
yielding  to  none  in  loyalty  and  attach* 
roent  for  the  laws,  gOTernment,  and  con* 
stitotion  of  these  kingdoms,  but  will  also 
be  received  as.  a  grateful  and  flattering 
condescension  by  Uie  inbabitanls  at  larg^ 
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of  the  metropolis  of  Ireland';  thet  city 
wbich  bad.  be^n  for  «o  many  years  the 
seat  and  residence  of  the  Irish  parliament. 
IhaTe  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir,  &c. 

Abv.  BaABLET  KiNQ, 

Lord  Mayor  of  the  Ciiy  of  Dublin/' 
"  To  the  right  hon,  Charles  Abbot, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  itc.'* 

Mr.  GraUan^  while   he  dissented  from 
the  opinions    contained  ia  the   Petition 
vbich  bad  been  alluded  to,  conceived  it  to 
l)e  his  duty  to  support  every  proposition 
which  had  for  its  object  the  honour  or  in- 
terest of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  capital  of 
Ireland,  and  the  second  city  of  the  em- 
pixe.     He  should  therefoFo  move,  "  That 
tiie  right  hon.  the  lord  Bayoc  of  the  city 
of  Dublin  be  admittedto  present  apetitioa 
of  the  lord  q^yor  and  corporation  of  the. 
said  city,  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  accord** 
ing  to  the  usagc^s  observed,  in.  like  cases, 
regarding    the   sherifib    of.  the    city  of 
l^ndon. 

Mr.  Robert  Sham  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr*  C.  W.  Wyim  said,  in  rising  ta  op- 
1^086  the  motion,  it  waa  far  irom  his  wiah.  to 
object  to  any  compliment  which  the 
House  might  think  propes  to  pay  to  the 
corporation  of  DubUn,  or  to  the  chief  ma- 
nstrate  of  that  city ;  but,  in  his  opinion, 
Uiey  ought  to  be  guided,  in  such  cases, 
1)y  precedent,  and  he  knew  of  none  that 
could  bear  out  the  present  motion.  If 
this  claim  were  admitted,  he  thought  it 
wodd  be  likely  to  occasion,  great  incon- 
venience to  future  chief  magistrates;  as  it 
would  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  option  to 
tcassmit  a  petition  fcom  Dublin,  by  a 
m^mbei  of  that  House,  or  by  the  lord- 
nay  or;  the  custom  being  recognised,. 
tAey  coold  not  depart  from  one  regular 
course ;  and,  however  unwilling,  the  chief 
magistrate  would  be  obliged  to  act.  It. 
was  undoubtedly  the  fact,  that  the  House,, 
through  courtesy  to  the  city  of  London^ 
within  which  tliey  almost  held  their  meet- 
ings, permitted  the  sheriSi  of  thai  city„ 
ilene^  to  present  petitions  at  their  bar : 
but  such  a,  privilege  waa  aaver  permitted 
to  any  other  part  of  th«^  kingdom.  In  re- 
isrence  to  the  Feiition  (rom  D«blia»  the 
House  were  placed  ia  exactly  the  same 
predicament  as  when  petitions  were  sent 
Scorn  Edinburgh,  in  the  custody  of  the 
Lard  provost.  On  those  occasions,  such 
%  claimi  was  never  made«  In  the  Petition 
W  the  case  of  capU  Pocteoas.  in  1736» 
Htben  the  LoEd  Provost  was  in  town*  and 
undtr  fTaminntiftni  hft  Bevec  demanded 


such  a  privilege;  and  the  same  observa- 
tion would  apply  to  the  Petition  of  1746. 
But  a  very  strong  objection  to  tbe  admis- 
sion of  this  claim  was  founded  oo  the  fact*. 
that  it  never  was  ad  vailed,  when  a  parlia*. 
ment  was  sitting  in  Dunlin.  The  corpo* 
ration  did  not  enjoy  any  such,  right  when 
the  Irish  parliament  was  in  beings  and  h« 
saw  no  reason  why  this  privilege,  which 
he  contended  would  be  rather  troublesome 
than  advantageous,,  should  now  be 
granted.  There  conld  be  no  doubt,  that 
a  petition,  presented  from  the  corporatioa 
of  Dublin,  through  any  hon.  member  of 
that  House,  would  have  every  aiientioi^ 
shewn  to  it ;  and  he  coujd  not,  therefore,^ 
conceive  the  necessity  of  transmitting  ife 
by  the  chief  magistr^e  of  that  city.  If 
the  claim  were  admitted,  it  must  either  oc* 
casion  the  lord  mayor  of  Dablin  to  be  sen% 
over  to  this  country  with  every  petition  te 
parliament,  which  originated  in  the  corpo* 
ration,  or,  if  that  body  acted  difierently,  ii 
would  leave  them  open,  to.  the  imputetioa 
of  not  treating  other  questions  with  tb% 
same  dignity  which  marked  their  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  the  Catholic 
question.  If  the  claim  having  been  al- 
lowed, a  petition  were  presented  by  % 
member  of  parliament  from  that  body,  oi^ 
a  subject  of  importance  at  some  future  pe. 
riodf  it  might  be  said,  "  O !  they  do  not 
see  this  question  in  the  same  elevaied 
light  as  that  respecting  the  Catholics,  or 
they  would  have  sent  over  the  •  lord 
mayor  !"  Besides,  if  ihey  granted  the  pri- 
vilege to  the  cooporation  of  Dublin^  they 
could  not  refuse  it,  if  claimed  by  the 
city  of  Edinburgh.  For  these  reasons,  he 
would  oppose  the  motion*  - 

Mr.  Fed  hoped,  under  the  particular 
circumstances  oif  the  case,  that  the  House 
would  be  induced  to  accede  to  the  right 
hon.  gentlf*maa's  proposition — particu- 
larly as  the  chief  magistrate  o£  Dubliia 
had  actually  arrived  in  town.  The 
corporation  of  DubUn  had  no  other  mo>« 
Uive  in  iranso^iiting  the  Petittoa.  in  the 
manner  they  had  done,  than  a  desire  to 
give  it  every  weight  in  their  power ;  and 
he  did  think  the  House  would  be  acting 
too  strictly,  if  they  rejected  the  appli* 
cation^  He  wished  particularly  to  observe* 
that  he  was  by  no  means  induced  to  ac« 
cede  to  the  motion*  on  account  of  the  na- 
ture or  sentiments  of  the  Petltien.  He 
was  sure,  in  deciding  this  question*  it  was 
quite  unnecessary  to  know  what  they 
were— it  was  sufficient  to  state,  that  a  re* 
ifdeat  v«i  nv^e  by  the  coryonttioaof  the 
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-secotid  c?ty  in  the  empire,  which  it  wss 
«asy  for  the  House  to  grant,  and  which 
would  ^e  received  by  those  seeking  it 
with  every  proper  acknowledgment. 

Mr.  Tiemof  did  not  think  that  the  ar- 
^rival  of  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  in  this 
'metropolis  was  any  argument  for  agreeing 
iivith  the  motion.  He  thought 'the  worthy 
'magistrate  had  acted  rather  hastily,  in 
proceeding  on  his  journey  before  he  had 
^ascertained  whether  he  was  likely  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  object  of  it.  If,  as  had  *been 
ttated,  the  ptfrliament  of  Ireland  were  ne- 
ver in  the  habit  of  receiving  petitions  from 
the  corporation  of  Dublin,  through  the 
meditim  of  the  lord  mayor,  they  could  not 
now  claim  such  a  right  with  any  pro- 
'priely. 

Mr.  W,  PUzgetald  said,  ttie  preaent  was 
m  request  made  on  the  part  of  the  second 
rity  \n  the  empire;-  it  referred  only  to 
-one  particular  occasion,  and  was  not 
meant  to  extend  to  every  question.  He 
Was  of  opinion,  that  the  chief  magistrate 
of  Dublin  havins  arrived,  he  ought  not  to 
t)e  sent  back  without  having  performed  the 
duty  on  which  he  was  employed;  and  it  was 
one  thing  to  refuse  a  favour,  and  another, 
by  the  refusal,  to  offer  an  indignity.  The 
bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn)  was  anxious 
to  save  future  magistrates  from  inconve- 
nience; but  he  did  not  seem  to  feel  any 
regret  for  the  inconvenience  which  the 
present  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  would  ex- 
perience, by  returning  without  havine 
executed  the  purpose  of  his  mission,  u 
was  requested  as  a  matter  of  favour,  and  it 
Would  be  received  only  as  such. 

Mr.  Tiemgy  wished  to  know,  distinctly, 
whether  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  was  ad- 
mitted, in  a  similar  way,  to  present  pe- 
litiona  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Cctm- 
mons  of  Ireland  ? 

Mr-  H^.  Fitzgerald  said,  he  had  made  in- 
quiries on  the  subject,  from  persons  pos- 
sessing more  information  than  he  did  him- 
self, and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
SQcik  B  permission  was  not  granted. 

I«ord  Castlercagh  understood  there  was  a 
particular  resolution  of  the  IHsh  House  of 
Commons,  "  That  no  petition  should  be 
presented  to  the  House,  except  by  a 
member.''  Therefore,  he  contended,  the 
course  of  proceeding  there  did  not  bcur 
on  the  present  question  ;  for,  had  it  not 
been  for  this  particular  resolution  on  the 
subject,  the  corporation  of  Dublin  might 
have  been  treated  with  the  ^ame  attention 
by  the  Iriah  parliament,  as  the  corporation 
of  Londta  received  from  the  nnited  par- 


liament. GiBrtainty,  the  House  wa%  placed 
in  a  situation  of  great  difficulty,  as  there 
was  no  precedent  applicable  to  the  occa^ 
sicAi ;  but,  as  a  general  wish  to  receire 
the  lord  mayor  seemed  to  prevail,  and  a) 
it  would  tend  to  shew  a  desire  to  concfltaie 
that  ptitt  of  the  United  Kingdom^  'h4 
trusted  the  motion  would  be  agreed  to. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  concession 
would  be  attended  whh  any  consequences 
beyond  the  present  occasbn.  He  owned, 
if  it  appeared  to  him,  that,  by  agreeing  to 
the  motion,  the  d<K>r  woufd  'k>e  opened  86^ 
wide  as  some  gentlemen  eeemed  to  sop* 
pose,  he  should  feel  rtfry  consi^fable  dif* 
iiculty  in  *decidfng  on  the  subject.  But 
the  question  was  here  very  moch  nar* 
rowed^t  was  merely  whether  this  parti^ 
cular  Petition  might  be  presented,  in 
the  manner  desired,  at  the  bar  of  that 
House.  If  a  similar  indulgence  were're« 
quested  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Edin^ 
burgh,  he  was  sure  the  House  would  not  ^ 
hesitate  to  grant  it.  Under  these  circtim* 
stances,  he  hoped  the  House  would  agreo 
to  the  motion  in  the  spirit  of  coociliatioa 
and  good  humoof. 

Mr.  Tiavty  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  parliament  in  England  bad  any  stand* 
ing  order  similar  to  that -stated  to  have  ex« 
isted  in  the  Irish  parliament.  The  pre* 
sent  was  an  important  question,  as  intro* 
ducing  a  very  serious  precedent,  and  ho 
would  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it. 

The  Speaker  aaid,  he  could  not  at  pre* 
sent  charge  his  recollection  with  any 
standing  order  on  the  subject.  With  re- 
spect to  the  sheriffs  of  the  city  of  London 
being  permitted  to  present  the  petitions  of 
the  corporation,  it  was  always  put  to  the 
question ;  and,  in  1690,*  it  was  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  not  to  receive  them*.  The 
mode  of  acting  was  wholly  in  their  own 
power. 

Mr.  Tieney  thought  the  Lord  Mayor 
had  better  place  the  petition  in  the  hands 
of  a  member  of  parliament,  for  presenta- 
tion ;  and  the  House  would  decide  on  the 
question,  so  that  no  person  should  be  mis- 
taken hereafter. 

Mr.  Grattan  observed,  that  the  addresses 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  presented  to 
the  Lord  llieutenant  on  the  throne. 
^^^"^"^"^^■■^^■^■^■•^^^^■^^^~^^"^— "^■"""■^^"~"^^*^""^^*™^"^*^^^"^ 

•  This  took  place  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1690.  The  qoesiion  for  the  admission  of 
the  Sherifls  was  moved  by  colonel  Birch. 
After  debate,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by 
215  to  1 60.  See  New  Parliamentary 
History  of  England,. vol.  5,  p.  5 86. 
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that  their  petitions  were  not  to  received 
by  the  Irish  parUa^ment ;  because  it  was 
ail  invariable  rule  with  them  not  to  receive 


The  Chanedhr  of  the  Exchequer  observed 
that  no  claim  whatever  had  been  made; 
the  privilege  was  requested,  on  this  parti- 
cular occasion,  as  matter  of  favour,  not  of 
right;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  for- 

fotten,  that,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
.ord  Mayor  had  actually  come  over.  By 
receiving  this  Petition  through  the  Lord 
Mayor,  they  did  not  bind  themselves  to 
receive  others  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.   Ponsonby  said,    the  House  would 
jreadily  belfeve  that  he  was  anxious  to  pay 
every  possible  compliment  to  the  metro- 
polis, of  Ireland ;  but  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £>• 
chequer    made  it  necessary  for  him   to 
rise  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  which 
he  had  expressed.    The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  observed,  that,  by  receiving 
this  Petition,  the  House  did  not  bind  ihem- 
•elves  tp  receive  all  others  in  the  same 
manner.      Now,    in  his  opinion,   if  the 
^  House  agreed  to  permit  the  Petition  to  be 
presented  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin^ 
they  would  be  bound  to  receive  all  others, 
from  the  same  quarter,  in  a  similar  way  ; 
for  what  was  there  in  that  Petition  which 
should  induce  the  House  to  give  it  this 
particular  distinction,  and  to  Withhold  it 
from  all  others  ?    If  no  indignity  were  of- 
fered to  the  corporation  of  Dublin  by  the 
Irish  parliament,  who  would  not  receive 
their  petitions  through  any  other  medium 
but  that  of  a  member  of  parliament,  how 
could  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
be  supposed  to  act  disrespectfully  towards 
them,  if  they  pursued  the  same  course  ? 
He  should  be  glad  to  know,  whether  the 
hon.  gentlemen   opposite,    who   seemed 
anxious  that  the  motion  should  be  carried, 
intended  that  the  rule  should  l>e  universal, 
or  confined  to  this  particular  case  ?     If  it 
were  intended  to  be  restricted  to  this  sin- 
gle case,  he  should  oppose  it ;  because,  by 
granting  the  privilege  particularly  here, 
it  would  seem  as  if  there  were  something 
in  the  nature  of  the  Petition  itself,  that 
caused  the  distinction. 

The  Chancdlor  qf  the  Exchequer,  in  what 
he  had  said,  was  not  at  all  influenced  by 


wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  the  per- 
mission was  not  to  extend  farther  than  the 
present  case. 

Mr.  Croker  was  anxious  that  the  Petition 
should  be  presented  at  the  bar,  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin ;  but  he  declared 
that  that  anxiety  did  not  take  any  colour 
fropi  the  object  of  the  Petition— it  was  not 
aoy  a£BroDt  to  the  corporation  of  Dublin, 


petitions  except  through  a  memb&  of  par* 
liament :  but  here  the  case  was  different, 
for  another  course  was  permitted  to  the 
corporation  of  London  ;  and,  if  the  same 
privilege  were  refused  to  the  corporation 
of  Dublin,  they  might  feel  themselves  m 
little  lowered  in  the  estimation  of  the 
House.  The  countries  being  now  uuitedj 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  atamp 
Dublin,  and  through  Dublin,  Ireland^  with 
a  feeling  of  inferiority. 

The  cry  of  question  now  became  gene- 
ral, and  the  gallery  waa  almost  cleared 
for  a  division,  when 

Mr,  Peel  observed,  that,  as  the  Lord 
Mayor  was  entrusted  with  another  petition, 
it  would  probable  obviate  the  objection  if 
he  presented  that  first.  By  this  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  nature  of  the  Petition  did 
not  influence  their  decision. 

Mr.  Potiionby,  on  this  condition,  express^ 
ed  his  willingness  to  vote  for  the  motion. 
Mr.  Tierruy  said,  if  the  motion  were 
agreed  to,  it  would  be  au  established  prin* 
ciple  that  all  Petitions  from  the  corpora- 
tion of  Dublin,  should  be  presented  at 
the  bar  of  the  House  by  the  Lord  Mayor. 
«  Mr.  Crolo*  said,  the  indulgence  would 
be  the  same  as  that  extended  to  the  cor- 
poration of  London ;  which  was  always 
put  to  the  vote. 

Mr  Tierney  thought  some  resolution 
ought  to  be  proposed,  to  set  the  qnesUon 
at  rest. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  letter  of 
the  Lord  Mayor  mentioned  but  one  Peti- 
tion ;  if  the  House  chose  to  follow  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  the 
word  in  the  motion  should  be  «  Petitions.** 
Lord  Milton  said,  he  thought  they 
ought  not  to  confine  their  vote  to  the  par- 
ticular instance  then  before  them,  but 
should  lay  down  some  general  rule.  As 
the  question  was  now  about  to  be  decided* 
there  would  be  no  uniformity  in  the  prac* 
tice,  sin<;e  the  corporation  of  Dublin  might 
either  transmit  their  petitions  by  the  Lord 


the  nature  of  the  Petition.     He  certainly    Mayor,  or  by  members  of  the  House  of 


Commons  as  they  pleased  themselves. 

Sir  Jama  Shaw  said,  as  the  right  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  London  to  pre* 
sent  petitions  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
by  their  sheriffs,  seemed  to  be  questioned* 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  it  was  their 
undoubted  privilege,  and  there  was  no 
authority  in  that  House  to  deny  it— >(Criea 
ofCh^ir!  chair!  Order  I  order!) 
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The  Spetihef  beprged  to  call  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  House,  that  they  net er 
coold  recognise  a  pfi?ilege  in  any  body, 
to  knock  at  their  doors  and  demand  them 
to  be  opened— thai  was  a  right  which  be- 
longed only  to  the  crown.  On  reflection 
the  hon.  member  would  perceive  that  he 
had  gone  too  far  in  claiming  that  as  a  right 
which  was  solely  a  courtesy. 

Sir  /•  ShcM  admitted  that  his  expressions 
were  rather  too  strong.  He  only  meant 
to  state,  that  from  a  very  ancient  period, 
the  corporation  of  London  were  permitted 
to  present  their  petitions  to  parliament 
through  the  medium  of  their  sheriffi. 

The  motion  was  then  pot  from  th^  chair; 
**  Petitions"  being  substituted  for  the  word 
••  Petition/' 

Mr.  Wym^  expatiated  on  the  mischiefs 
which  mi|j[ht  ensue  in  consequence  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  either  Dublin  or  Edin- 
burgh being  obliged  to  leave  his  post,  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  petitions  at  the 
bar  of  tnat  House. 

Mr.  Peel  observed,  that,  by  an  act  of 
parliament  of  his  present  Majesty,  in  case 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  was  obliged  to 

Eroceed  to  England  on  official  business, 
e  was  empowered  to  elect  a  locum  tenens 
from  amongst  those  who  had  filled  th^ 
office  of  chief  magistrate. 

Lord  Cochrwne  moved,  that  the  words 
"  and  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,'' 
be  inserted  in  the  motion,  after  the  words 
"  Corporation  of  Dublin.'' 

Lord  A*  HamUam  seconded  this  amend- 
ment. 

Lord  Coiilereagh  thought  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  dispose  of  such  a  proposi* 
tion,  when  application  to  such  effect  was 
made  by  the  corporation  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed*  that  the  Scotch 
were  generally  thought  a  prudent  people, 
and  the  corporation  of  Edinburgh  would 
knoir  better  than  to  send  their  Provost  400 
miles  to  present  a  petition. 

This  amendment  was  put  and  negatived ; 
afier  which  the  original  motion  was  carried 
without  a  division. 

Tub  PaiMCB  Bbobnt's  Answbb  to  tbb 
Addbbss  bblating  to  tbb  War  with 
Ambbica.]  Lord  Castlereagh  reported  to 
the  House,  that  the  Prince  Regent  having 
been  attended  with  their  Address  of  Friday 
last,  was  pleased  to  receive  the  same  very 
graciooslyj  and  to  give  the  following  An- 
swer: 

"  GentlemeDy 

^  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  Address, 

(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


Pbb.9S»  181  S.  [700 

*'  It  affiirda  me  the  greater  satisfaction 
to  find  that  my  endeavours  to  preserve 
peace  with  the  United  States  of  America  are 
justly  appreciated ;  and  that  your  deter- 
mination to  uphold  the  maritime  rights  of 
the  country  is  in  unison  with  my  own. 

''Acting  upon  these  principles^  and 
aided  by  your  support,  I  look  forward 
with  confidence  to  an  honourable  termi- 
nation of  the  war  in  which  I  have  been 
compelled  most  reluctantly  to  engage.^ 


9» 


SiB  Fbancis  Burdbtt's  Motion,  rbs-* 
PBCTiNO  THB  Rbgbnct.]  Sir  Francn 
Burden  rose  and  spoke  to  the  following 
effect : 

In  rising,  Sir,  at  the  present  moment,  in 
pursuance  of  the  notice  which  I  gave  on  a 
former  evening,  I  feel  some  degree  of  em« 
barrassment  and  reluctance  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject  of  it; 
after  that  attention  has  been  engaged,  and 
in  a  great  measure  exhausted,  by  the  pro- 
tracted discussion  of  other  questions.  It 
will  not  be  necessary  for  me,  however,  to 
trespass  long  upon  its  patience,  because 
the  proposition  I  have  to  submit  appears 
to  me  so  plain  and  simple,  that  little  ar* 
goment,  and  few  arguments  will  be  neces- 
sary to  convince  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
priety  of  adopting  it,  although  at  this  time 
I  feel  that  I  have  to  contend  with  greater 
difficulties  than  I  aliould  have  experienced 
at  any  other  period.  In  every  point  of 
yiew  in  which  this  subject  can  be  survey •• 
ed,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  high- 
est  importance,  affecting  the  great  consti- 
tutional interests  of  the  coun.try ;  involve 
ing  the  restoration  of  the  honour,  the  dig- 
nity, and  the  secoritv  of  the  throne,  as 
well  as  the  safety  and  the  legal  govern* 
ment  of  its  subjeqts.  It  is  not  without 
leaving  endeavoured  upon  various  previous 
occasioi|s  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  of  the  indivi- 
duals composing  the  administration  of  the 
country,  to  this  question ;  it  is  not  without 
having  repeatedly,  but  in  vain,  attempted 
to  induce  some  other  individual  of  more 
weight  and  influence  than  I  can  pretend 
to  possess,  to  bring  it  forward ;  it  is  not 
without  having  twice,  but  in  vain,  pro* 
posed  Addresses  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
upon  a  matter  so  deeply  interesting  to  his 
family,  to  his  throne,  and  to  his  people, 
that  I  at  length  have  ventured  upon  a  task 
to  which  I  feel  myself  so  onequaL  Find- 
ing none  willing  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  burden,  I  may  be  excused,  if  I  have 
considered  it  an  imperiotts  ^o^y  I  owed  to 

(«Z) 
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the  people  of  Qreat  Britain,  to  call  thfe  at- 
tention of  parliament  to  a  subject  of  tlie 
weightiest  magnitade. 

It  appears,  then)  to  nie,  that  violent  en* 
croacbments  have  been  made  upon  the 
true  principles  and  frame  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  country,  by  those  measures 
that  haYe  been  adopted  in  consequence  of 
the  unfortunate  affliction  under  which  his 
Majesty  is  suffering.  The  first  encroach > 
mont  occurred  in  the  year  1796*  the  whole 
of  which  proceedings  always  appeared  to 
rae  an  unwarrantable  departure  from  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  and  though 
1  should  be  unwilling  to  introduce  any 
)5er8onal  animadversions,  though  I  do  not 
wish,  to  attribute  blame  to  any  individual, 
yet  I  cannot  avoid  in  general  terms  assert- 
ing that  those  proceedings  seemed  to  me 
to  originate  in  the  violence  of  faction,  and 
to  have  been  supported  and  adopted  with 
Ao  other  view  than  to  keep  power  in  the 
hands  of  the-party  then  in  office^  without 
any  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  state,  or 
respect  to  the  legal  government  of  the 
country.  At  that  period  ^he  constitu- 
tional and  safe  though  not  the  successful 
jdoctrine,  was  maintained  on  the  one  side, 
that  upon  failure  of  the  capacity  of  the 
person  filling  the  throne,  the  exercise  of 
the  fdncttons  of  royalty  immediately  de- 
volved upon  the  heir  apparent.  On  the 
ither  hand  this  simple  «nd  obvious  posi- 
tion was  denied,  and  it  was  insisted  that 
the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  had  no 
im>re  right  to  the  government  of  the  na- 
tion than  any  other  subject  in  the  King's 
dominions.  In  the  strict  legal  accepta- 
tion of  the  word  *  right,'  there  certainly 
was  no  fight,  because  there  was  no  law, 
and  where  there  is  no  law  there  can  be  no 
fight;  but  upon  parity  of  reasoning-; 
upon  every  principle  of  propriety  and  ex- 
pediency, there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
line  of  conduct  that  ought  to  be  pursued  : 
nothing  could  be  more  obvious  than  to 
follow  that  example,  to  which  the  faction 
teemed  blind,  that  had  been  set  at  the 
gloriottv  Revolutfon  in  1688.  If  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament  had  been  governed 
by  that  wholesome  precedent,  ministers 
would  not  have  been  allowed  for  five 
tnontha  to  take  into  their  own  hands  the 
government  of  the  country,  instead  of  an 
odious  oligarchy  for  that  period  being 
usurped  by  the  executive,  there  would 
have>been  no  suspension  of  the  powers  of 
the  erown,'no  departure  from  the  leading 
principles  of  the  constitation*-  The  steps, 
iioweveri  taken  m  IJW  were- juatified  on 
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the  plea  of  necessity.  I  have  been  al« 
ways  taught  to  believe  thattlie  exercise 
of  the  functions  of  the  crown  formed  an 
essential  part  of  the  constitution;  1  have 
been  always  uught  to  believe  that  tbere 
are  two  grand  leading  principles  that  go* 
vern,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  of  this 
qaesrion :  FiPst,  that  the  powers  and  pre- 
rogatives annexed  by  the  common  law  to 
the  crown,  and  which  I  conceive  to  be  en- 
questionable,  descend  by  hereditary  sue* 
cession,  and  not  by  election  :  Second,  that 
its  powers  are  never  suspended ;  the  foac- 
tions  of  royalty  never  cease,  for  if  they 
were  for  any  period  terminated  it  wouki 
be  a  destruction  of  one  part  of  the  three 
essential  branches  of  the  constitution,  and 
a  total  dissolution  of  the  legal  government. 
At  the  period  to  which  I  have  referred,  it 
appears  to  me  that  these  two  great  leading 
principles  were  unnecessarily  and  unwar- 
rantably departed  from. 

The  great  danger  resulting  from  once 
admitting  the  plea  of  necessity  is  obvtois, 
from  subsequent  experience,  for  in  the 
year  1810  this  mischievous  precedent  was 
followed,  when  I  had  the  honour,  though 
unsuccessfully,  of  resisting  it  throughout, 
and  of  supporting  the  principles  lor  which 
I  now  contend.  In  1810  the  violent 
usurpation  was  renewed,  and  that  which 
ought  to  have  been  considered  as  a  beeeon 
to  warn  ministers  from  a  dangerous  coast 
was  mistaken  for  a  sore  light  to  guide  them 
in  safety  to  harbour.  Unfortunately,  from 
the  evidence  of  the  physicians,  we  know 
that  during  the  interval  between  1788  uid 
1810  his  Majesty  was  sometimes  in  a  state 
of  mind  that  rendered  him  incompetent 
to  the  consideration  of  those  important 
matters  of  policy  that  naturally  aevolve 
upon  the  sovereign^  and  the  person  whose 
duty  it  was  to  submit  them  to  the  King; 
abstained  from  so  doing  in  consequence 
of  the  distraction  of  the  royal  facuMea. 
To  what  degree  insanity  existed :  how 
far  ministers  presumed,  under  colour  of 
the  royal  authority,  to  exercise  the  powers 
of  majesty  at  a  time  when  the  occupant 
of  the  throne  was  unable  to  discbarge  the 
duties  annexed  to  that  exalted  atatioQ,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  I  cannot  help 
asserting,  that  from  tlie  testimony  of  the 
phyaicians  there  is  strong  ground  to  be* 
Iteve  that  the  government  of  the  natba 
wu  carried  on*  in  the  name  of  the  Ktng 
by  his  servants  at  a  tinM  when  one  branch 
of  the  constitution  was  incapacitated  by 
disease— when  the  situation  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's mind  did  aot  penoait  hfm  to  per* 
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form  tUe  imporUnt  daties  appertaioing  to 
bU  high  office.  Thus,  then,  there  appear 
to  ha?e  been  two  violent  deviations  from 
the  established  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  such  a  nature^  I  contend,  as  to  be 
•ubversive  of  the  interests  of  the  throne 
and  destructive  of  the  security  of  the  sub* 
ject.  The  miserable  fiction  which  was 
resorted  to  on  those  occasions,  that  which 
has  been  very  justly  denominated  the 
phantom  of  royalty,  electing  and  appoint* 
ing  an  executive  magistrate,  was  a  decep* 
iioA  too  weak  to  deceive  the  most  super- 
ficial observer  :  to  my  mind  it  seemed  a 
most  unnecessary  consecration  of  an  act 
completely  illegal,  to  induce  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  without  any  adequate  autho- 
rity, to  affix  the  great  seal,  thereby  pre- 
tending to  give  the  royal  approbation  to  a 
measure  of  which  the  King  could  have  no 
possible  cognizance. 

I  could  certainly  urgQ  many  reasons 
that  with  peculiar  force  call   upon  the 
House  at  the  present  moment  to  come  to 
a  decision  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
on    a   contingency    which    is   possible/ 
though,  perhaps,  not  probable,  and  which 
if  not  provided  against  may  again  place 
the  country  in  that  situation  in  which  it 
would  be  deprived  of  all  legal  govern- 
ment, in  which  the  majority  of  this  House 
might  usurp  and  retain  all  the  powers  that 
belong  to  the  crown  ;  my  object  is  to  pre- 
vent on  future  occasions  this  lawless  as- 
ftumption   of  authority,  to  destroy  that 
pretence  of  necessity  which  it  is  plain 
never  existed ;  because,  in  truth,  by  the 
constitution  of  the  empire,  a  choice,  in- 
deed many  choices,  of  legal  remedies  re- 
mained.   This  illegal  mode  of  proceed- 
ing was,  however,  resolved  upon,  and  the 
Hooae  not  only  took  upon  itself  to  nomi- 
nate the  executive  magistrate — ^not  only, 
on  its  own  authority,  resolved  to  soppfy 
a  throne,  which  I  insist  was  not,  and  never 
could  be  vacant— but  it  went  still  further, 
and  usurped  the  power  of  declaring  that 
restrictions  should  be  placed    upon  the 
person  they  selected  to  invest  with  some 
of  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  all  of 
which  •  were   bestowed  by  the  common 
law  Cor  the  benefit  of  the  people.    They 
proceeded  so  far  in  their  assumption  of 
authority,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was 
unwilling,  under  such  conditions,  to  take 
upon  kimself  the  task  of  goTerament.    In 
that  able  letter  written  by  his  Royal  High* 
B«ps  in  the  year  17^8,  in  which  he  so  dis- 
tinctly, accurately,  and  perspicuously  de- 
fined the  principles  of  the  constitution. 


and  the  inanrmountable  objections  exist- 
ing  in  his  mind  to  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing suggested,  he  at  length  consents  to 
act  as  Kegent,  with  no  other  view  thai| 
putting  a  period  to  the  anarchy  that  pre- 
vailed, conceiving  that  the  evils  resulting 
from  this  line  ox  conduct  would  b«  less 
than  those  that  might  arise  from  the  con- 
tinued abeyance  of  the  third  branch  of 
the  constitution :  he  accepted  the  kingly 
power,  mutilated  as  it  was,  rather  than 
permit  the  constitution  to  be  further 
mutilated.  I  have  said,  that  I  could  urge 
reasons  that  peculiarly  call  upon  the 
House  to  adopt  a  measure  like  that  which 
i  shall  have  the  honour  of  sugeesting; 
but  I  am  unwillins  now  to  enter  mto  any 
arising  from  p^cuuarities  of  situation.  | 
shall  leave  the  minds  of  gentlemen  to  sug- 
gest those  inducements,  only  entreating 
them  to  recollect,  that  the  greatest  evil, 
the  most  dreadful  calamity  that  the  his* 
tory  of  this  country  presents,  arose  out  of 
,a  dispute  .regarding  the  succession  of  the 
crown,  and  that  by  not  decidedly  main- 
taining the  constitution  as  it  has  been 
happily  established  in  this  respect,  con- 
sequences equally  fatal,  calamities  equally 
horrible  may  again  be  endured.  My  ob- 
ject is  to  guard  against  such  dreadful 
results,  and  the  House  is  called  upon  by  i^ 
proper  sense  of  its  duty  to  guard  the 
people  of  these  realms  against  circum- 
stances that  may  enable  the  mipister  of 
the  day,  on  a  pretended  plea  of  necessity, 
to  subvert  the  constitution,  and  usurp 
the  government  of  the  country.  Such, 
Sir,  is  the  object  of  the  motion  with  which 
I  shall  conclude,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
have  taken  care,  by  the  general  terms  I 
have  employed,  not  to  tie  down  the  House 
to  any  distinct  preposition,  that  may  to 
me  appear  neoessary»  and  which  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  suggest.  My  motion 
will  simply  be  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
"  to  provide  against  any  interruption  ia 
the  exercise  of  the  royal  authority,  in  the 
event  of  the  death  of  bis  royal  htghnesi 
the  Prince  Regent,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  his  Majesty's  malady  /'  but  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  in  my 
view,  it  will  be  right  to  give  to  the  Regent 
powers  as  uncontrouled  as  those  that  be- 
long to  the  King  himself:  the  principlea 
upon  which  I  conceive  this  step  should  be 
taken  is,  that  the  incapacity  proceeding 
from  insanity  is  like  every  other  species 
ofincapacity,  even  that  of  personal  disease 
an  utter  vacating  of  the  government. 
I  have  alwaysj  Sir^  imderstood  that  tUf 
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office  of  king  is  not  according  to  the  con- 
ptitution  vetted  for  the  benefit  of  the  indi- 
vidual filling  the  throne,  but  that  it  is  a 
trust  exercised  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people^  and  in  this  view  it  is  of  great  con- 
aeqaence  that  it  should  never  cease :  it  is 
a  principle  which  none  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  long  robe  (of  whom  we  have  many 
in  this  House)  will  dispute^  that  the  crown, 
according  to  the  common  law,  knows  nei- 
ther infancy  nor  insanity,  or  any  other 
cause  that  can  incapacitate  the  person 
holding  it  to  discharge  his  important 
duties,  and  if  such  cause  do  exist,  it  must 
be  viewed  in  the  same  light,  and  treated 
in  the  same  wav%  as  the  natural  death  of 
the  monarch.  If  insanity  should  unhap- 
pily visit  the  sovereign,  the  authority,  I 
submit,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  imme- 
diately devolves  upon  the  successor,  with- 
out the  interference,  much  less  without 
the  election  of  any  set  of  persons  that  may 
be  anxious  to  usurp  powers  that  t<rthem 
do  not  belong.  Such  is  the  plain,  obvious, 
simple,  and  legal  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  will  meet  all  possible  circum- 
stances, and  preserve  the  various  branches' 
of  the  constitution  independent  of  each 
other. 

It  would  be  idle  in  me  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House,  by  noticing  the 
many  vague  reports  that  have  been  circu- 
latedf,  with  regard  to  my  intentions  and 
object  in  bringing  forward  the  present 
motion*  Some  persons  have  regarded  it 
as  if  I  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  hosti- 
lity towards  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent.  I  can  safely  say,  that  I  am 
influenced  by  no  such  feeling,  and  that, 
in  all  I  have  ever  said  or  done  in  public, 
I  have  been  actuated  by  a  sentiment  of 
respect  for  his  Royal  Highness,  a  respect 
proceeding  from  my  confidence  in  those 
public  principles  to  which  he  had  prefer- 
red his  attachment ;  and  my  conviction 
that  his  Royal  Hfghness  was  as  ill-treated 
as  any  subject  in  the  King's  dominions. 
I  thought  I  saw  in  him  a  wish  to  unite 
more  closely  the  common  interests  of  the 
throne  and  the  people,  a  desire  of  build- 
ing the  honour  of  the  former  on  its  only 
permanent  and  solid  basis,  the  afFections 
of  his  subjects.  I  looked  upon  him  as  the 
friend  and  advocate  of  those  principles 
which  his  family  was  called  into  this  coun- 
try to  maintain;  I  indulged  the  hope  that 
he  would  prove  the  restorer  of  the  nation 
to  that  safety  and  prosperity  which  it  for- 
merly enjoyed,  that  its  liberties  would 
have  been  cherished  by  bis  fostering  pro- 
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tection,  that  his  reign  would  have  been 
blessed  by  those  who  happened  to  live 
under  it,  and  regarded  by  posterity  with 
gratitude  and  veneration.  These,  Sir,  are 
the  only  feelings  I  ever  indulged,  and 
these  are  the  only  feelings  I  now  enter- 
tain ;  and  for  the  motion  I  now  ofier,  I 
have  the  authority  of  his  Royal  Highness 
himself,  and  I  have  nothing  to  do,  bnt  to 
read  a  passage  from  that  excellent  and 
eloquent  letter  written  by  him,  in  178S| 
to  bring  forward  ^n  advocate  in  this  cause 
infinitely  more  able  to  do  it  justice  than 
myself.  In  that  production  the  Prince  of 
Wales  puts  the  argument  in  so  strong,  so 
clear,  and  so  admirable  a  manner,  that  I 
cannot  forbear  stating  a  part  of  it  to  the 
House.  He  says,  "  the  Prince  holds  it  as 
an  undoubted  and  fundamental  principle 
of  the  constitution,  that  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  of  the  crown  are  vested  in 
trust  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
they  are  secured  only  as  being  necessary 
to  preserve  that  poise  and  balance  of  the 
constitution,  upon  which  experience  has 
shewn,  depend  the  true  security  and  li- 
berty of  the  subject^'  His  iioyal  High- 
ness then  goes  on  to  state  the  mischiefs 
that  must  inevitably  result  from  mutilat- 
ing the  prerogatives  Of  the  crown',  and 
exciting  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  the  mo- 
narch ;  he  also  makes  various  oth%r  com- 
plaint^ and  he  declares  that  nothing  bat 
the  anxious  desire  he  feels  to  put  an  end 
to  the  anarchy  then  prevailing,  could  in- 
duce him  to  overcome  his  objections,  and 
to  try  that  experiment  which  he  depre- 
cates, "  with  how  little  power  the  execu- 
tive government  of  the  country  may  be 
carried  on."  Unfortunate! 5%  since  the 
date  of  this  letter,  another  experiment  has 
been  tried  in  his  person,  under  circura- 
stances  most  disrespectful  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  and  more  injurious  to  the  pab- 
lie :  to  prevent,  therefore,  the  recurrence 
of  such  events ;  to  provide  against  con- 
tingencies ;  to  preserve  that  "  poise  and 
balance  of  the  constitution  upon  which  ex- 
perience has  shewn  depends  the  true  se- 
curity and  liberty  of  the  subject,"  and  to 
defeat  the  usurpations  of  the  legislature,  in 
opposition  to  a  particular  statute,  by 
which  the  penalties  of  a  praemunire  are 
incurred  by  those  who  attempt  to  pass 
any  measure  without  the  consent  of  the 
King,  is  my  design.  I  wish  to  interpose 
such  a  Bill  that  parliament  shall  never 
pass  any  measure,  and  on  its  own  aath<^ 
rity  order  the  chancellor  to  affix  what  I 
must  tern  the  counterfeit  great  seal  to  it. 
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for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  an  authority 
and  sanctity  which  does  not  and  nerer 
can  belong  to  it.  It  would  haTe  been,  I 
think,  much  more  becoming  to  haTe  sup- 
ported the  enactment  on  tlie  authority  of 
the  legislature,  without  resorting  to  trick 
and  chicanery  for  its  maintenance. 

Various,  Sir,  are  the  reasons  that  impel 
me  to  bring  forward  this  proposition ; 
but  if  it  be  true,  as  is  pretty  ^erally  be- 
lieved, that  certain  great  individuals,  by 
different  means,  do  place  their  dependents 
in  this  House,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  dou- 
ble importance,  that  a  Bill  should  be  pass- 
ed to  restrain  such  individuals  from  usurp- 
ing and  exercising  illegal  power ;  to  re- 
move a   new  motive  for  ambition;    to 
shew  that  the  crown  is  not  to  become  the 
prey  of  greedy  cormorants,  and  that  fac^ 
tions  must  not  hope  to  deck  themselves  in 
the  trappings  of  royalty.    What,  there- 
fore, I  should  propose  would  be,  that  the 
powers  now  exercised  by  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, should,  in  case  of  the  death  or  disa* 
bility  of  his  Royal  Highness,  be  exercised 
by  the  heir  to  the  crown,  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales.    I  know  not  whether 
gentlemen  have  any  objection  to  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  or  whether  ihey  think  her 
Royal  Highness  an  unfit  person  to  wield 
the  sceptre  in  case  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  I  confess  I  see  no  reason 
to  the  contrary ;   but  I  shall  merely  sub- 
mit the  motion,  and  after  leave  has  been 
given  that  the  Bill  shall  be  brought  in,  I 
shall  leave  it  to  the  House  to  modify  it  as 
they  conceive  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
public  interest.    All  I  wish  is,  that  fac- 
tions should  not  have  the  power  to  fill  the 
throne  with  whomsoefer  thev  please,  and 
under  what  conditions  they  please.    I  wish 
to  avoid  consequences  to  which  we  have 
been  exposed,  at  least  by  want  of  fore- 
tight,  if  not  by  something  worse.    I  pre- 
sume I  shall  not  be  told  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  long  robe  that  the  princess  Char- 
lotte of  Wales  is  not  of  sufficient  age,  be- 
cause the  common  law,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the   crown,    knows  no  infancy,  and 
grants  may  be  produced,  made  by  children 
in  such  situations,  that  have  been  held  by 
lawyers  to  be  absolutely  binding :  the  se- 
curity the  public  require  is,  that  there 
shall  always  be  an  executife  government, 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and 
responsible,  not  only  for  the  acts  done, 
but  for  the  advice  they  give.     But  there 
have  been  Bills  for  regencies  on  certain 
occasions,  in  which  it  was  provided,  that 
the  kipg  or  queen  shtmid  have  a  particular 
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council  till  he  or  she  came  to  a  certain  age. 
These,  however,  were  provisions  totally 
distinct  from  those  to  which  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  has  been  sub- 
jected after  he  had  attained  a  full  maturity 
of  age.  The  country  never  befbre  heard 
of  such  a  regency,  except  the  attempt  of 
1788.  It  has  been  indeed  enacted  for 
particular  purposes,  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  8,  and  Philip  and  Mary,  that 
the  full  age  of  the  successors  to  the  crown 
shall  be  18  in  the  males  ;  and  in  the  fe« 
males  16,  in  the  one  case,  and  15  in  the 
other.  But  there  is  no  occasion  to  dwell 
upon  these  cases,^as  the  princess  Charlotte 
of  Wales  is  in  her  1 8th  year;  and  therefore, 
by  the  admission  on  all  hands,  either  is,  or 
will  very  soon  be,  of  age;  to  exercise  the 
royal  functions.  In  the  event  of  the  death 
of  the  King,  and  of  the  Prince  Regent,  no 
one  can  doubt  but  the  royal  power  would 
descend  upon  her,  without  its  being  in  the 
power  of  that  House  to  prevent  it.  It  taay 
be  alleged,  however,  that  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  may  have  male 
issue,— but  from  the  disunion  which  at 
present  exists  in  the  royal  family^  and 
which  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  such  an 
event  i^  far  from  being  probable.  It  may 
likewise  be  said  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  any  such  regulation  as  that  which  I  am 
about  to  propose ;  but  I  trust  the  House 
will  not  think  that  those  matters,  which 
even  in  private  families  are  not  left  to  the 
frail  contingency  of  human  life,  ought  to 
be.  left  to  such  a  contingency,  in  cases  of 
so  much  greater  importance.  We  have 
already  experienced  the  mischief  resolU 
ing  from  the  want  of  a  fixed  rule  to  fol- 
low :  and  it  is  our  duty  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  those  contests  in  which  the 
power  of  the  crown  was  torn  in  pieces  for 
private  and  factious  purposes.  ^And  I 
trust.  Sir,  I  may  depend  upon  having  those 
with  me  who  supported  the  doctrine  once 
contended  for  by  the  late  Mr.  Fox, 
namely,  that  the  crown  of  right,  in  cases 
of  the  incapacity  of  the  reigning  sove- 
reign, devolves  upon  the  heir  :  and  I  may 
also  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  those  who 
opposed  that  doctrine ;  for  in  the  proceed- 
ings which  they  adopted,  they  acknow- 
ledged that  they  departed  from  the  strict 
roles  of  the  constitution ;  but  pleaded  ne- 
cessity as  their  apology.  Then,  Sir,  it  it 
surely  their  duty  to  prevent  such  a  neces« 
sity  from  again  recurring.  The  danger 
to  the  crown  from  the  late  proceedings, 
in  regard  to  the  Regency,  must  be  ob- 
vious.   The  two  H^ttsoa  directed  Ihe  Chan- 
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cellor  to  pat  the  seal  to  an  instrument  ap« 
pointing  a  person  to  exercise  the  royal 
ranctions ;  and  this  the^  called  giving  the 
royal,  assent  to  that  instrument.  Now, 
Sir,  what  is  there  to  prevent  their  making 
a  similar  use  of  the  great  seal,  if  they  chose 
H,  to  alter  the  deKent  of  the  crown  ? — 
nay,  such  a  thing  was  in  fact  done  by  the 
parliament  of  Paris  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
6.  If  the  principle  is  once  admitted, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  mischief  that  may 
follow.  In  the  interregnum  that  took 
place  not  long  ago,  they  might  have  af-* 
fixed  the  seal  to  bills  of  pains  and  penal- 
ties. The  danger  both  to  the  crown  and 
the  subject  is  imminent ;  and  the  House 
ought  not  to  shut  llieir  eyes  to  that  danger, 
but  provide  against  it.  My  only  object  is 
to  preserve  the  constitution.  I  do  not 
wish  to  excite  any  contention.  My  sole 
Tiew  is  to  induce  the  House  to  be  pre* 
pared,  and  not  to  wait  till  the  necessity 
comes  upon  them,  like  an  armed  man, 
and  forces  them  to  subvert  instead  of  op- 
bolding  the  royal  authority.  It  is  my 
wish  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  dire 
necessity  of  again  raising  the  hideous 
phaatom  tvhich  was  conjured  up  on  a  late 
occasion  by  the  two  Houses,  to  assist  them 
in  their  ^distress,— ^a  phantom  which  re- 
minded one  of  the  phantom  described  by 
the  Poet 
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*' if  ikape  it  aright  be  eeHod  whick  ibaftt  had  ueee 
"  Dittingutthable  io  menber,  joint,  or  limb} 
**  And  00  its  bead  a  kingly  crown  it  wore, 
<•  While  in  iU  hand  it  shook  a  dreadfal  dart  :>* 

Bat  instead  of  the  dart,  the  phantom 
which  we  have  conjwed  up  takes  a  fatal 
aeal;  a  seal  certainly  not  less  deadly  to 
the  constitution  than  the  dart  of  the  poet's 
phantom  to  human  life.  In  the  great  coi^ 
atilutienal  principles  which  I  am  desirous 
•f  establishing,  I  am  supported  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Prince  Begeat  himself,  and 
by  that  of  the  royal  fitmily ;  for  it  is  well 
koown^  that  in  ISIO,  the  royal  dukes  did 
protest  against  the  proceedings  adopted  at 
that  time,  and  were  reviled,  in  the  gross* 
•St  snanner,  on  that  account,  by  the  mi- 
msterial  writers,  who  called  them  the  Col- 
lie of  Princes,  and  made  use  of  other 
abusive  termsj  though  the  royal  dukes, 
both  as  subjects,  and  as  persons  nearly, 
connected  with  the  throne;,  were  perfectly 
justified  in  the  step  which  they  took  on 
that  occasion.  Consideriog,  Sir,  that  the 
House  has  been  exhausted  by  so  much 
previous  business^  1  will  not  dwell  longer 
oa  Ui«  attbjeott  Aor  4»  1  cca^m  it  to  bo 
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necessary :  "in  rebus  non  dubiis  argo* 
mentum  non  necessarium."  But  I  cannot 
help  making  one  further  observation  be« 
fore  I  sit  down,  which  is,  that  it  appears  to 
be  the  intention  to  keep  the  crown  always 
in  a  state  of  pupilage  to  the  oligarchy  in  this 
House;  for  in  the  Regency  Act  to  which 
I  have  so  often  advened,  it  was  provided, 
that,  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary  to 
appoint  another  regency,  the  House  shall 
meet  and  take  the  proper  stepa  for  that 
purpose.  My  object  is  to  prevent  the  ne- 
cessity of  this,  and  to  put  it  bejrond  the 
power  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  to 
render  the  royal  authority  subservient  to 
their  will,  and  to  parcel  it  out  as  they  may 
think  proper.  I  shall  conclude.  Sir,  with 
moviog,  •'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill,  to  provide  against  any  iaterroption 
of  the  exercise  of  the  royal  authority,  ia 
the  event  of  the  death  of  his  royal  faig^- 
nets  the  Prince  Regent,  during  the  conti* 
nuance  of  his  Majesty's  malady." 

Lord  CbcArene  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  BoihurM  highly  approved  of  the 
open  and  candid  mimner  in  which  the  boa 
baronet  had  submitted  his  motion  to  the 
House.  The  hon.  baronet  had  rested  it 
on  a  few  plain  propositions,  and  had  very 
properly  kept  out  of  view  every  thiaff  not 
connected  with  his  subject.  It  would  not, 
therefore,  be  necessary  for  him  to  take  up 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  in  stating 
the  reaaons  why  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  suggestions  of  the  hon.  baronet  ought 
not  to  be  adopted.  The  hon*  baronet  hsd, 
in  his  opinion,  stated  the  difficulties  V9 
which  they  bad  been  formerly  reduced  ia 
much  too  strong  colours.  It  appeared  tt 
him,  that  the  discussion  of  the  subject  wss 
altogether  unnecessary,  and  that  there* 
fore  it  ought  to  be  avoided.  It  would  bt 
impossible  to  asitate  the  question,  without 
raising  again  all  the  passions  which  the 
question  nad  formerly  called  into  action. 
Th»  was  not  a  desirable  object^  and  the 
matter  ought  to  be  allowed  to  rest  till  the 
necessity  of  tlie  case  should  call  for  it. 
When  that  necessity  should  aris^  the 
House  would  again,  upon  a  review  of  all 
the  circumstances,  exercise  a  sound  dis- 
cretion. No  general  fixed  provision  had 
ever  beeii  made  against  the  event  of  such 
a  malady  as  that  by  which  his  present 
Majesty  was  visited:  ner  had  any  one 
been  pointed  out  as  the  peraoa  with 
whom  the  royal  authority  should  rest  in 
such  a  case.  These  were  events  which 
must  be  dealt  with  accordiog  to  tbe  po- 
cttUur  circttoataACCs  of  ^acb  casfy  and  the 
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two  HoiiWf  of  Parlmment  were  the  b^st 
Judge*  of  what  waa  proper  to  be  done  on 
ii^cn  oeca«iont.  The  bon.  baronet  ap- 
peared to  think  that  the  heir  to  the  crown 
had  a  tort  of  right  to  exercise  the  royal 
authority,  in  the  erent  of  such  an  inter- 
ruption to  the  regal  functions  as  that  to 
which  he  had  adverted.  That,  how- 
e?er,  was  a  question*  which  might  now 
be  considered  as  at  rest.  Whatever 
doobcs  there  might  formerly  have  existed 
on  (he  subject,  none  such  were  stated 
during  the  progress  of  the  last  Regency 
Bill..  The  only  question  ttien  was,  whe* 
ther  they  should  follow  the  example  of 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  by  calling  a 
person  to  the  exercise  of  the  royal  autbo- 
rity  by  a  mere  vote  of  the  House,  or  have 
recourse  to  that  more  solemn  form  of  pro- 
ceeding  whfch  had  been  at  length  adopt- 
ed. As  to  the  restrictions,  that  was  mere  ly 
a  question  of  prudence  at  the  particular 
time,  and  under  the  particular  circum* 
stances ;  and  he  did  not  see  that  there  was 
any  ground  for  the  apprehensions  at  one 
time  expressed  by  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  the  royal  dukes.  The  case  of  the 
demise  of  the  sovereign  was  totally  a  dif- 
ferent matter.  That  was  an  event  which 
had  been  provided  for  by  law ;  but  be 
saw  no  reason  for  making  a  fixed  provision 
against  the  occurrence  of  such  cases  as 
that  of  the  calamity  with  which  his  pre- 
sent Majesty  was  visited.  It  might  be 
lafely  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  provide  against 
Such  cases  as  they  occurred.  There  was 
no  necessity,  therefore,  for  enteritig  upon 
the  diactlssion ;  and  without  ft  strong  ne- 
cessity the  subject  ooght^  in  his  mind,  not 
to  be  agitated.  The  hon.  baronet  had  re- 
presented the  Regency  proceedings  as  a 
factious  contest  for  power;  and  if  such 
was  his  opinion  why  should  he  wish  to  re- 
vive Such  angry  feelings  ?  There  was  ano- 
ther objection  to  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
baronet.  He  rather  thoneht  that  it  could 
not  be  received  by  the  House,  unless  it 
came  recommended  by  the  crown.  If 
ftny  such  measure  was  thought  necessary 
or  proper,  application  might  be  made  to 
the  House  by  the  crown,  as  had  been  done 
in  cases  of  a  similar  nature  by  other  sove- 
reigns. *Id  Its  present  state  it  would  be 
improper  to  entertain  it  He  was  sorry 
that  he  had  been  led  to  say  even  this  much 
on  the  subject,  as  he  was  anxious  to  avoid 
all  discussions  respecting  it.  These  were 
his  reasons  for  opposing  the  motion.  It 
did  not  come  recommended  bj  the  crown. 
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and  he  saw  no  necessity  for  agitating  the 
question ;  but  there  were,  on  the  contrary, 
in  his  opinion,  many  very  solid  reasons 
for  avoiding  all  discussion  on  the  subject. 
Mr ^  Brand  was  desirous  of  stating  hit 
reasons  for  supporting  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  baronet ;  but  in  doing  so,  he  %vould 
carefully  avoid  the  introduction  of  all  ex- 
traneous matter.  He  would  refrain  from 
all  allusion  to  those  circumstances  which 
at  present  formed  the  subject  of  general 
conversation,  nor  would  he  say  iny  thing 
as  to  the  party  views  which  had  been  dis* 
played,  as  was  alleged,  in  the  former  dis- 
cussion^  on  this  subject.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  assigned  as  his  reasons  for 
opposing  the  motion  :  first,  that  it  did  not 
come  recommended  by  the  crown :  second^ 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it ;  and 
that  the  House  ought  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  a  case  of  necessity  before  they  agitated 
the  question.  On  these  points  he  diflTered 
entirely  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman ; 
for  he  could  not  believe  that  it  was  es- 
sentially necessary  to  have  the  recom* 
mendation  of  the  crown  before  the  House 
entered  upon  the  discussion  of  a  question 
of  such  vital  importance  both  to  the  crown 
and  the  community  ;  and  he  could  see  but 
very  little  wisdom  indeed  in  waiting  the 
arrival  of  ii  case  of  necessity,  and  taking 
measures  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  in- 
stead of  providing  for  the  case  upon  pre- 
vious mature  deliberation.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  bringing  forward  the 
question  at  that  time.  In  his  opinion,  it 
was  a  point  of  great  magnitude,  and  of 
commanding  necessity.  What  must  be  the 
feelings  of  tne  person  who  was  to  exercise 
the  royal  authority  ?-^what  must  be  the 
feelings  of  every  one  who  felt  an  anxiety 
that  the  crown  should  be  supported  in  its 
dignity,  in  looking  at  the  contests  of  rival 
parties  tearing  the  powers  of  the  office  in 
pieces  ?  These  matters  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  digested  plans,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  disgracefbl 
scenes,  as  they  had  on  former  occasions 
witnessed.  Such  contentions  of  factions- 
such  restrictions  on  the  royal  authority-^ 
such  violations  of  the  constitution— must 
inevitably  have  the  tendency  of  holding 
out  to  the  people  that  the  powers  of  the 
crown  were  not  necessary  in  their  full  ex- 
tent for  the  government  of  the  country, 
iomething  ought  therefore,  to  be  done, 
without  delay,  to  put  an  end  to  the  possi- 
bility of  such  ^occurrences.  It  was  now 
more  necessary  than  it  might  bt 
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other-  times.  There  was  only  one  life 
between  us  and  the  recurrence  of  the  dif- 
ficulty ;  and  under  such  circumstances  the 
Bill  ought  undoubtedly,  to  be  received, 
and  the  remedy  proposed  by  the  hon. 
baronet,  or  some  other  remedy,  ought  to 
be  adopted.  It  might  perhaps  be  urged, 
that  this  would  lead  to  discuisions  in  re- 
gard to  some  other  tinfQrtunate  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  royal  family  ; 
but  legislation  ought  not  to  be  impeded 
merely  because  such  discussions  might 
accidentally  be  introduced.  He  was  con- 
Tinced,  however,  that  the  House  would 
have  too  much  delicacy,  and  too  strong  a 
sense  of  propriety  to  introduce  such  dis- 
cussions without  the  most  unavoidable 
necessity.  Upon  the  whole,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated  no  good  reason 
against  the  proposed  measure,  which 
should  have  his  most  cordial  support. 

Lord  A.  Jfomi/toii  could  not  conceive  how 
those  who  had  defended  the  Regency  re- 
strictions on  the  ground  of  necessity,  could 
possibly  oppose  the  present  motion,  the 
object  of  which  was,  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  such  necessity  ;  a  necessity, 
of  which  he^  could  not  sufficiently  depre- 
cate the  recurrence,  when  he  called  to 
mind,  that  at  one  period  during  the  indis- 
position of  his  Majesty,  ministers  had  ac- 
tually exercised  the  functions  of  the 
executive \  in  all  their  plenitude:  for 
it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  in 
1804circumstancef  did  arise  which  made 
it  more  than  suspicious,  that  publicity  was 
not  given  to  the  real  circumstances  of  his 
Majesty's  indisposition,  and  that  ministers 
did  then  contrive  some  way  or  other  to 
exercise  the  royal  authority,  at  a  time 
when  bis  Majesty's  state  of  health  render- 
ed him  quite  incompetent  to  the  discharge 
of  the  functions  of  royalty. 

Mr.  Wym  agreed  with  an  Jion.  gentle- 
man, that  if  a  message  should  come  down 
from  the  crown,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  question  of  Regency  in  future,  it  would 
be  the  most  regular  and  graceful  way  for 
parliament  to  proceed  upon  the  subject. 
At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  parliament  had  at  different  times  pro- 
ceeded to  alter  the  succession  of  the 
crown,  and  sometimes  without  any  mes- 
sage. Those  great  men  who  passed  the 
celebrated  Exclusion  Bill,  did  not  wait 
for  a  message  from  the  crown  upon  the 
iobject.  It  was  most  clearly  within  the 
power  of   parliament,   to  originate    the 

SiestioQ  themselves.     It  was  said,   that 
ere  was  no  great  probability  of  the  con- 
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tingency  arriving.  In  thkt  caie»  it  ap« 
peared  to  him  that  tbe^  subject  might  be 
discussed  without  any  irritation,  and  with- 
out any  revival  of  those  angry  feeitngs 
which  had  tieen  so  much  deprecated,  but 
drily  as  a  simple  constitutional  question. 
If  the  contingency  should  really  happen, 
then  there  would  be  a  tenfold  acrimony 
in  the  discussion  ;  whereas  the  question 
might  be  now  settled  with  the  utmost 
temperance*  Concurring  entirely  in  the 
principle  of  the  hon.  baronet,  he  tbooght 
however  there  was  a  more  eligible  method 
of  attaining  his  object,  than  that  which  he 
had  chosen,  namely,  the  referring  the 
consideration  of  the  question  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House. 

Mr.  PoMonby  said,  that  although  the 
question  might  have  come  better  from  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  yet  as  the  bon. 
baronet  had  thought  proper  to  bring  it 
forward  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
he  wished,  before  he  gave  bis  vote  in  fa- 
vour of  it,  to  explain,  in  a  very  few  words, 
the  reason  of  his  so  doing.  He  allowed 
that  such  measures  as  the  one  now  pro- 
posed, should  generally  proceed  from  the 
government :  but  there  might  be  cases, 
where,  if  parliament  was  moved  to  the 
consideration  of  them,  it  was  fully  com- 
petent to  them  to  determine  theoi,  even 
although  government  might  be  unwilling 
to  invite  their  attention  to  the  subject. 
As  to  the  contingency  itself,  it  did  not 
appear  to  him  so  improbable  as  it  seemed  to 
some  gentlemen ;  for  all  knew,  that  al- 
though his  Majesty  was  afflicted  with  a 
severe  mental  malady «  which  made  him 
incapable  of  exercising  the  functions  of 
royalty,  yet  that  he  enjoyed  as  sound 
health  as  any  man  of  his  age,  and  that 
there  was  a  great  probability  of  his  living 
for  many  years,  if  that  was  the  case, 
there  only  stood  one  life  between  us  and 
all  the  difficulties  which  had  been  expe- 
rienced on  two  former  occasions.  Sop- 
posing  that  event  to  take  places  he  thought 
that  it  would  be  too  much  for  any  member 
to  expect,  that  his  individual  arguments 
would  be  able  to  induce  parliament  to  act 
differently  from  the  mode  they  had  adopt* 
ed  on  the  two  former  occasions.  He  sup- 
posed, that  in  such  a  case,  parliament 
would  act  according  to  the  precedents 
then  laid  down.  The  proposition  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  which  was  now  under  their 
consideration,  was  not  for  determining  the 
quantity  of  power  to  be  given  to  a  liiture 
Regent,  nor  for  declaring  who  should  be 
that  Regent :  it  was  merely  a  motion  for 
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l«ftTe  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  ogainsi 
any  intcrrapUoo  of  the  royal  authority*  in 
the  CAM  of  the  contingency  taking  place 
which  was  stated.  Now  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  if  this  motion  was  granted,  and 
the.  Bill  brought  in,  parliament  would  have 
it  in  its  power,  without  departing  from  the 
principles  established  in  the  former  in- 
stances, to  make  such  provisions  as  would 
(should  the  case  occur)  remove  a  great 
deal  of  the  difficulties  which  were  expe- 
rienced .in  the  former  instances,  and  en- 
able the  government  to  put  itself  into 
activity  in  a  much  shorter  space  of  time. 
As  he  thought  that  this  good  might  arise 
from  allowing  the  lion,  baronet  to  bring  in 
his  Bill,  he  should  vote  in  favour  of  the 
motion. 

Lord  CastUreagh  trusted  that  he  should 
bo  able  to  shew,  that  there  was  not  a  suf- 
.  Hcient  necessity  to  induce  the  prudence  of 
the  House  to  agree  to  the  motion  before 
them.  He.  allowed  that  the  hon.  baronet 
had  brought  the'  subject  forward  with 
great  candour  and  fairness.  The  hon. 
baronet,  however,  who  had  been  induced 
by  his  constitutional  view  of  the  subject 
to  bring  forward  the  present  motion,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  more  anxious  to  de- 
stroy the  authority  of  the  parliamentary 
proceedings  in  the  two  former  instances, 
than  to  provide  for  the  contingency  he 
had  stated.  He  appeared  to  think  it  of 
the  greatest  importance,  to  rebut  and  sub- 
vert all  the  principles  which  the  House 
had  laid  down  upon  that  subject ;  and  to 
get  rid  of  what  he  considered  a  pernicious 
precedent.  For  his  part,  he  had  a  view 
of  the  subject  directly  opposite.  He 
thought  that  it  was  a  benefit,  and  a  bless* 
ing  to  the  country,  that  the  great  consti- 
luiional  difficulties  which  attended  this 
aubject  had  been  removed,  and  the  point 
settled  on  the  fullest  discussion,  which  was 
afterwards  revised  upon  the  late  occasion ; 
.and  in  which  the  greatest  legal  and  con- 
stitutional  learning  had  been  displayed. 
He  considered  that  those  precedents 
would  be  a  great  protection  to  the  coun- 
try, hereafter,  from  similar  « difficulties. 
He  allowed  that  parliament  had  a  rightjo 
enter  into  such  considerations  without  a 
message  from  the  crown;  but  it  was 
always  for  their  prudence  to  consider, 
whether  they  should  expose  themselves  to 
a  conflict  with  the  crown  upon  the  point? 
In  any  thing  Tespecting  moneys  a>i  con- 
flict with  the  crown  was  prevented  by  the 
necessity  of  the  crown  proposing  or  pre- 
viously consenting  to  the  grant.  In  com- 
(  VOL.  ILILIV!) 


men  legislative  measures  this  was  not  no* 
cessary ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  there  waa. 
no  description  of  questions  more  likely  to 
involve  the  House  in  a  conflict  with  the 
crown,  than  a  question  which  touched  the 
crown  so  nearly.  The  contingency  which 
was  mentioned,  appeared  to  him  to  be  so 
very  remote  a  one,  that  he  thought  the 
hon,  baronet,  upon  his  own  principles^ 
should  rather  have  proposed  a  permanent 
Regency  Bill,  applicable  to  all  cases, 
than  have  confined  himself  to  this  parti* 
cular  contingency.  It  appeared  to  him, 
however,  that  what  the  hon.  baronet 
wanted,  was  to  destroy  the  discretionary 
power  6(  parliament  upon  the  subject ;. 
and  that  he  preferred  the  question  being 
determined  on  the  hereditary  principle^ 
than  by  the  discretion  of  parliament.  In 
determining  upon  which  principfe  the, 
question  should  be  decided,  there  was 
certainly  a  balance  of  inconveniencies.. 
But  the  reason  why  it  was  better  that  it 
should  rest  in  the  discretion  of  parliament, 
was,  that  parliament  felt  it  its  first  duty, 
to  take  care  that  the  royal  power  should 
be  restored  undiminished  intq  the  handa 
to  which  it  legitimately  belonged,  as  soon 
as  the  sovereign  was  again  capable  of 
exercising  his  royal  functions:  whereas* 
upon  the  hereditary  principle,  the  royal 
power  being  fully  and  immediately  trans* 
ferred  to  the  Regent,  there  was  not  tho 
same  security  for  the  resumption  of  it  by 
the  sovereign,  when  the  temporary  causa 
which  suspended  his  personal  exercise  of 
'it  was  removed.  The  noble  lord  con* 
ceived,  that  the  contingency  was  not  suf* 
ficiently  probable  to  justify  parliament,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  prudence  and  discre- 
tion, in  adopting  the  proposition  of  tha 
hon.  baronet,  for  which  reason  he  should 
certainly  give  it  a  decided  negative, . 

Mr.  fVkiibnad  declared,  that  he  should 
be  sorry  to  allow  the  question  to  go  to  a 
vote,  without  saying  a  few  words  upon  it. 
On  the  former  discussions  relative  to  th^ 
Regency,  a  party  in  that  House  contended, 
that  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  would 
be  to  adaress  the  heir  apparent,  to  take 
the  executive  authority  into  his  own  hands. 
Parliament  however  decided,  that  the 
Regency  should  be  constituted  by  BilU 
Now,  what  was  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  baronet  ?  Not  that,  in  the  event  of 
the  death  of  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Re* 
gencr  should  devolve  on  the  Princesa 
Charlotte,  but  that  a  Bill  should  be  intro* 
duced,  to  enable  parliament  to  provide  ibr 
an  event,  the  contingency  of  which  wai 
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n&t  iery  gtezi,  altbough  it  Wat  not  lo 
smftll  M  the  noble  Jord,  for  the  beheiit  of 
bii  ftrgumentt  bad  represented  it  lo  be. 
What  had  been  the  state  of  the  country 
•ince  1798,  in  consequence  df  what  be 
conceived  to  be  the  dilatory  an^  improper 
ciondnct  of  the  legislature,  in  not  provid- 
ing against  contingencies  of  this  nature  ? 
And  yet  the  bon.  baronet's  proposition 
tended  not  to  bind  the  legislature  to  any 
particular  measure,  but  to  Isave  the  sub* 
ject  fif^ely  open  to  discussion  and  delibe* 
rate  arrangement.  In  I78S,  his  Majesty 
Was  afflicted  with  a  malady  which  conti- 
liiied^o  long  that  a  Regency  Bill  passed 
the  H^^ie  of  Comthons,  and  Was  in  pro* 
^ks  thi'oif gh  the  Upper  Hoo^.  Many 
were  then  of  opinion  that  some  distinct 
jitticeeding  should  be  adopted  ;  but  the 
delicacy  of  the  royal  advisers  restrained 
tbem  from  advising  his  Majesty  to  send 
a  message  down  to  parliament  ota  the  sub- 
ject. In  1804«  bis  Majesty  had  a  relapse 
•f  bis  indisposition.  On  that  occasion, 
ministers  thought  proper,  the  King  being 
iVi  a  state  in  which  private  persons  would 
not  be  permitted  to  manage  their  private 
afiail-s,  to  carry  on  (the  noble  lord.  Who 
spoke  last,  being  one,  and  the  Lord  Cban- 
cellor  another  of  those  ministers)  the  bo- 
siness  of  government  under  the  mask  of 
the  royal  authority.  Ih  I S 1 0,  bis  Majesty 
became  aga^n  afflicted.  The  House  well 
ilffcollected  the  ahgry  discussions  that  iiad 
tak^  plac^  in  parllafhent.  The  House 
ftfcOll^cted  that  the  Prince  of  Walw 
thought  that  the  indignity  With  Which  be 
had  been  treated  by  the  servants  of  the 
drown,  equal  to  that  which  he  had  expe- 
rienced in  1788.  Hopes  were,  from  time 
to  time,  held  out  of  the  recovery  of  bis 
l^ajesty.  In  the  mean  time  the  execative 
authority  remained  in  abeyance.  And  in 
the  subsequent  discussions  the  greatest  in- 
tonvenience  was  sustained  in  consequence 
of  no  kind  of  provision  having  been  made 
on  the  subject  after  the  occurrences  of 
•1788.  In  1811  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
to  bring  these  circtnnstances  imder  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  He  had 
stated  What  he  conceived  to  have  been 
Iremissnesa  on  the  part  of  the  servants  of 
the  crown,  and  had  proposed  the  appoints 
ifnent  of  a  committee  to  provide  Against 
the  recurrence  of  such  serious  inconve- 
niences. The  House  had  thought  proper 
to  negative  that  proposition.  From  that 
^y  no  proceeding  whatever  had  been 
adopted.  This  however  appeared  to  be 
the  precise  moment  for  some  parliamen- 


tary arrangement  on  the  tobjeci;  fer 
party  heats  were  so  allayed,  that  di«re 
would  be  no  danger  of  reviving  tboae  ani*- 
mosities  to  which  former  discussions  had 
given  birth.  Of  this,  the  temperate  tima 
of  the  debate  of  that  evening  afibrded  a 
practical  proof.  Unquestionably  the  death 
of  the  Prince  Regent  before  that  of  bis  M»« 
jesty  was  not  a  very  probable  event.  Bat 
that  it  was  a  very  possible  event  every 
day's  experience  in  common  life  gmve 
ample  evidence.  If  such  an  event  tbooHi 
occur,  in  what  a  situation  would  tke 
country  be  placed !  The  Prinoefes  Char- 
lotte was  competently  qualified  both  by 
age  and  by  taletits  to  assume  the  rojrel 
authority;  and  yet  parliament  most  go 
through  certain  forms  before  they  coeM 
confer  on  her  that  which  etoqneAionably 
they  Would  confer  on  her^-lhe  enrestricted 
Reg^cy;  for  the  resirictiona  onginally 
impoted  on  the  Regent  were  imposed  only 
in  the  contemplation  of  an  event  «eir 
hopeless^^the  recovery  of  his  Mijesty. 
On  these  grounds  he  Mt  the  utmost  tt« 
tisfaction  in  supporting  the  motion  of  tbe 
faon.  baronet,  persuaded  as  he  was  that  he 
could  not  better  fulfil  hit  duty  tban  by 
doing  so. 

Sir  Francis  Burden  rose  to  reply,  amid 
a  loud  call  for  the  <}tiesttonv  He  was  glad 
to  find,  notwithstaliding  the  eppositmi 
his  motion  had  experienced,  that  it  wai  aaet 
from  the  other  side  by  a  direct  negall^e, 
a  mode  certainly  more  manly  than  by  tlie 
previous  question.  One  right  boa.  gett* 
tleman  (Mr.  Bathurst)  seemed  deairensta 
leave  things  to  themselves ;  and  whilst  be 
avoided  the  consideration  of  the  qoestion 
in  a  constitutional  way,  he  atgoed  that 
suflScient  unto  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof. 
The  noble  lord,  on  the  other  hand,  josli» 
fied  his  objections  by  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  which  called  for  the  interposicieii 
and  discretion  of  parliament.  If^  indeed, 
the  noble  lord  thought  the  great  seal  so^ 
ficient  to  fill  op  the  void  cansed  m  theesr- 
erciseof  the  kingly  power,— if  he  thought 
the  majorities  of  the  two  Houses  sofictent 
to  supply  the  want  of  the  monarch's  rights 
and  prerogative,*«then  he  would  readily 
admit  that  the  noble  lord's  objections  weie 
just.  For  his  own  part,  he  wished  to  aee 
the  crown  surrounded  and  strengthened 
with  all  legitimate  properties  and  authority; 
and  it  was  that  wish,  and  that  wish  only, 
as  connected  in  its  necettafy  results  %Hth 
the  benefit  and  happiness  of  the  subject, 
that  influenced  him  td  aubmit  to  the 
Honae  the  preaaot  motion.    He  had  triei 
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«Teiy  mvmioe,  he  bad  explored  cTery 
channel,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
ibii  truly  important  qaestion  to  a  point ; 
bat  he  had  to  lament,  that  hither- 
io  all  hia    indnttry  and    exertions  had 

£  roved  nseless  and  diseotifaging.    He  had 
een  charged  by  the  noble  lord,  with  pre*, 
ferring  hereditary  power  to  parliamenUry 
discretion ;  bat  the  real  fact  was,  that  he 
preferred,  and  would  at  all  times  prefer, 
neredttarv  power  to  contingent  and  purely 
accidental  power  placed  in  the  hands,  of  a 
lew  ministers,  supported  by  such  majori- 
ties as  he  had  seen  io  that  House.    The 
contingency  of  human  life,  which  depend- 
ed upon  so  great  and  mixed  a  variety  of 
•vents,  could  not  be  set  op  as  anargument 
for  preventing  the  House  to  do  that  which 
they  were  bound  to  do,  in  order  to  provide 
a  remedy  certain  and  efficacious  for  a  pos- 
aible  or  a  probable  evil.    He  was  decided- 
ly of  opinion,  that  the  hereditary  succes- 
tion  of  the  crown  could  not  be  restrained 
and  mutilated  ;  for,  to  his  mind,  the  con- 
sequences would  not  be  danserous  alone, 
but  would  be  attended  with  inevitable 
nrin.    If  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
were  to  be  suspended  at  any  one  time, 
what  reason  could  be  urged,  that  it  might 
not  be  suspended  at  all  times*  and  under 
all  circumstances  f  The  hon.  baronet  con- 
cluded, with  requesting  the  House  to  con- 
tider  well  the  magnitude  of  the  question 
in  every  constitutional  point  of  view ;  and 
to  decide,  whether  they  wonM,  by  nega- 
tiving it,  debar   themselves,  the  crown, 
and  the  people,  from  the  true  provision 
and  remedy  against  fature  dangers  and 
evila  which  were  not  at  all  unlikely  to 
occur.  For  his  part  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how  a  greater  good  could  be  done 
In  tbe  country  than  by  determining  this 
Important  subject  at  a  period  like  the  pre- 
aent,  when  it  did  not  appear  possible  that 
feeltngs  of  heat  and  animosity  would  be 
MHrodoced  into  the  discussion. 

TIm  House  then  divided,  when  there 
appeared, 

Forthe  Motion 73 

Against  it 238 

Blajortty  against  the  Motion  »^165 
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Chaloner,  R. 
BilloB,  boD.  At 
DuudaSi  C. 
Dawson  I B. 
Ebriogton,  lor<) 
FraDklaDd,  W. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Foley,  T. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  H. 
Poller,  F. 
Greeohilit  B. 
Gordoo,  R. 
Grant,  J. 
Hamiltoo,  sir  H. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Heatbcote,  sir  G. 
Halsey,J. 
Hornby,  Edw. 
BamiltoB,  lord  A. 
Johnes,  T. 
JohQstQiie»  boa.  C. 
Jekyll,  J. 
Kemp,  Tbos. 
King,  fir  J.  D, 
Lester,  B. 
Laagton,  W.  G. 
Leader,  W. 
LainbtOB,  R. 
Maedonald,  J. 
MadocksyW. 


Ahbocp«»  viae. 

Brand,  liqa.T# 
Baring,  A. 
Barbara,.  J. 
Barnard,  vise, 
fiirch,  — 
BrawB|  A» 


Bernard,  8. 
Benoei,  hon.  |I.  G. 
Calrert,  C. 
Creevey,  T. 
Combe,  H.C. 
Caveodish,  lord  G. 
.  Carfw,  R. 
CeohsyJ. 


Moock,  nr  O. 
Miltpn,  vise. 
Martin,  J. 
Moore,  P. 
North,  D. 
Nerille,  bon.  R. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Phillips,  G. 
Fonsonby,  rt  hon.G. 
Pyai  r. 
Ramsflen,  J. 
Ri)vlev,8ir  W. 
RaaseO,  lord  G. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  A. 
Scudamore,  R. 
Taristock,  lord 
Tieroey,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Talbot,  R. 
Wrpttealey,  H* 
Wbitbiead,  8. 
Wynn,  air  W.  W* 
Wynn,  C. 
Wharton,  J. 
Webster,  sir  G. 

TfiLLEBS. 

Sir  F.  Bordett 
Lord  Coohiane. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Wtdnudf^^  Pebruaiy  2*^. 

Petitions  ebspectik^?  tub  Claims  or 
TH^  Roman  Catholics.]  petitions  against 
the  claiins  of  the  Ronsao  Catholics  were 
pres(Msd  from  the  archdeacons  of  Dor- 
hanif  and  Northumberland*  the  clergy,  &c* 
of  WaUingford,  the  Protestant  noblemen, 
fcc^  of  RoscommoD>  the  Proteataot  disaea- 
l^rs  pf  Exelcr,  the  clergy  of  Wballey,  the 
«i»yor»  &c.  of  Stamford,  .the  P/otestajit 
Aoblf  men,  &p.  of  Tipperary,  the  lord 
flaayor  «ad  corporalion  of  Dublin,  the 
ProUisteiH  inbabitnois  of  Lisbnrn,  tbe  Fro- 
tesfioit  Bobkmfin,  &c.  of  Kilkenny,  the 
French  Protestant  Re&igees,  the  inhabit 
^wle  of  S(.  Mary-le-bonoe«  the  Proteatant 
v4i»bitanta  of  King's  coooty,  the  Protes- 
tant AOblemeo,  Ibc  of  Limerick,  the  arch* 
deacon  and  clergy  of  Corentry,  ibeaobi* 
Iky,  Ac.  of  Kent,  tb#  freeholders  and  in- 
habjkAanto  of  Dublin,  the  grand  jory  of 
Doblio,  the  clergy  nnd  archdeacon  of 
Derby,  nod  of  Nottingham,  and  ihe  gen- 
tkmen«  &g.  of  Wilu.   ' 

Petitions  in  favour  of  the  Claims  of  sha 
Roman  Catholica  were  pcesented  from 
Berwick  opon  Tweed,  Chichester,  Tippe- 
isary,  nod  Flint. 

On  preseoiing  4be  fietition  from  t||a 
gfoseatani  aobkmen,  Ibc.  of  Zipperaiy^ 
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Colonel  Bagwell  said,  that  in  .doing  so, 
he  had  to  state,  that  although  it  was  not 
to  worded  as  to  preclude  any  indulgences 
being  granted  to  the  Catholics,  yet  it 
prayed^  in  case  of  any  concessions  being 
granted,  guards  would  be  imposed  eSec- 
tually  to  protect  the  Protestant  establish* 
ment. 

.  General  Mathew  denied  that  the  Petition 
presented  by  the  hon  gentleman  could 
with  propriety  be  termed  a  petition  from 
the  Protestant  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  there  not  having  been  any 
meeting  convened  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  sense  of  the  Protestant  freeholders  in  a 
regular  manner ;  that  was,  by  the  sheriff^ 
or  two  or  more  magistrates,  according  to 
established  custom.  He  objected  to  the 
Petition  on  the  same  grounds  as  those  on 
which  the  Stafford  Petition  had  been  so 
properly  objected  to  from  the  Chair, 
namely,  that  it  had  not  been  read,  or  bona 
fide  signed,  by  a  great  number  of  the  per- 
sons whose  names  were  affixed  to  it.  Of 
four  noblemen  whose  signatures  were 
affixed  to  it,  one  was  now  in  the  House  ; 
and  jt  was  for  him  to  say,  that  his  had 
been  affixed  by  himself.  Of  the  other 
three,  namely,  lord  Doneraile,  lord  Car- 
rick,  and  lord  Desart,  he  could  take  upon 
him  to  state,  that  they  had  not  signed,  but 
had  given  their  assent  to  the  affixing  their 
signatures  by  letter.  He  now  held  in  his 
hand  a  Petition  of  a  very  different  nature 
•—one  which  really  spoke  the  sentiments 
of  the  Protestant  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Tipperary— not  a  smuggled  Petition, 
like  that  presented  by  the  hon.  gentleman ; 
and  the  prayer  of  which  was,  that  bis 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Ire- 
land should  be  admitted  to  participate  fully 
in  the  benefits  of  the  constitution,  without 
any  restriction  or  condition  whatsoever 
being  imposed  on  them,  on  account  of 
their  religious  tenets. 

Colonel  BaguxU  said,  that  be  certainly 
was  not  in  the  county  at  the  time  the  Fe* 
lition  was  signed,  whereas  the  hon.  general 
was,  and  therefore,  had  a  better  opportu- 
nity than  he  had  of  knowing  in  what  man- 
ner the  proceedings  with  respect  to  the 
Petition  had  been  conducted  ;  but  while 
•he  gave  the  hon.  general  the  advantage 
over  him,  which  his  confession  of  igno- 
rance would  aiiord,  he  could  never  con* 
ceive  that  those  proceedings  were  such  a<i 
would  justify  the  harsh  language  which 
bad  been  applied  to  them.  If  the  gallant 
general  would  but  take  the  trouble  of  in- 
ijl^ectin^  the  list  of  names  attached  to  the 
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Petition,  among  which  were  those  of  many 
persons  of  high  respectability  known  to 
him,  he  would,  he  was  satisfied,  willingly 
acknowledge,  that  these  would  not  bind 
themselves  to  any  proceedings  which 
could  deserve  to  be  termed  smuggling : 
among  tUem  were  no  lewer  than  fifty 
magistrates.  And  of  the  whole  nam- 
her  who  had  signed,  that  was  to  say,  3000, 
here  was  not  one  but  was  a  Protestant  free* 
holder,  and  not  one  marksman,  that  was, 
a  man  who  had  his  name  signed  by  ano* 
ther,  and  affixed  his  mark  to  it,  among 
them.  As  to  what  the  hon.  general^bad 
said,  with  respect  to  signatures  of  bot  four 
peers  being  affixed  to  the  Petition,  he  was 
obliged  to  avow,  that  such  was  the  fact* 
With  respect  to  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  Petition  was  preferred,  he  would  now 
beg  to  say  a  few  words.  These  were 
chiefly  the  alarm  and  disgust  which  had 
arisen  from  the  tone  of  certain  speeches 
that  had,  on  recent  occasions,  been  ad* 
dressed  to  the  Catholics,  by  persons  call- 
ing themselves  their  advocates;  and 
among  them  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gene- 
ral himself,  were  particularly  conspicooos. 
The  hon.  general  had  saved  him  the  trou- 
ble of  minutely  describing  them  to  the 
House,  inasmuch  as  be  bad  declared,  that, 
as  soon  as  an  opportunity  occurred,  he 
would  repeat  them  in  the  House,  flinging 
them  in  the  teeth  of  the  minister.  Bat 
some  expressions,  which  he  considered  as 
of  a  most  peculiarly  dangerous  tendency* 
he  could  not  forbear  repeating  in  antici- 
pation of  the  hon.  general's  promise.  He 
had,  in  presence  of  an  immense  concourse 
of  people,  desired  the  Catholics  to  disoon* 
tinue  their  petitions  to  the  throne  for  the 
recovery  of  their  just  rights,  and,  subsU* 
tuting  requisition  for  petition,  to  go  boldly 
and  demand  their  rights,  and  insist  vpon 
their  restitution,  adding,  «'  that  if  they 
wanted  a  leader,  he  would  be  that  leader 
and  if  necessary,  cheerfully  shed  his  blood 
in  their  cause."  He  lamented  the  intem- 
perance of  the  advocates  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  of  none  among  them,  more 
than  the  hon.  general,  calculated  as  it  was 
to  injure  rather  than  serve  them. 

General  Mathew  admitted  that  he  had 
gone  too  far  in  saying  the  Petition  war 
smuggled ;  but  stated,  that  he  had,  neveiv 
theless,  no  doubt  that  the  proceedingjS 
connected  with  it  were  altogether  clandee* 
tine.  He  and  his  colleague,  whom  he  did 
not  now  see  in  his  place,  had  made  the 
tour  of  the  county,  at  the  time  the  business 
was  in  agitation  ;  but  he  was  nol  pbl«  (0 
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obtain  a  ligbt  of  the  Petition  till  the  other 
day,  when  it  was  shown  him  by  a  gentle- 
man in  the  town  of  Cashel ;  and  he  be- 
hefed  that  to  this  boar  it  had  never  been 
seen  by  his  colleague.  He  was  sorry  that 
he  was  obliged  to  correct  the  statement 
made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  of  what  he 
had  said  at^  the  hustings  at  Clonmell. 
That  he  did  make  use  of  strong  language 
he  was  ready  to  admit :  he  had  addressed 
the  people  from  the  top  of  the  mail-coach ; 
the  assemblage  was  pretty  numerous  too, 
as  had  been  stated;  he  was  fond  of  speak- 
ing to.a  large  audience ;  and  what  he  had 
then  said,  he  would  very  willingly  repeat 
to-morrow  io  the  House>  thus  redeeming 
the  pledge  lo  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  adverted.  He  had,  indeed,  expressed 
a  most  violent  animosity  to  ministers,  and 
recommended  that  no.  effort  should  be 
spared  to  bring  about  their  downfal ;  to 
which,  he  had  added,  he  would  himself 
contribute  with  every  possible  energy. 
He  was  obliged  to  contradict  what  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated  with  respect  to 
his  having  dissuaded  his  auditors  from  pe- 
titioning the  throne.  He  had  never  done 
so,  and  he  was  glad  that  the  present  op- 
portunity was  offered  him  of  making  that 
assertion,  because  he  had  heard  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had,  in  the  morning,  made 
the  same  charge  against  him  in  private 
which  he  had  now  done  in  public,  and 
that  in  the  presence  of  a  person  for  whom 
be  had  the  greatest  possible  esteem  ;  and, 
moreover,  that  the  charge  had  been 
coupled  with  another,  purporting,  that  he 
had  spoken  unfavourably  of  that  person. 
That  he  hsd  never  done  so,  he  solemnly  pro- 
tested, nor  ever  cherished  a  sinister  feeling 
towards  the  person  in  question,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  felt  entirely  grateful  for  the 
kindneu  he  had  experienced  from  him. 
He  had  most  strenuously  advised  him  not 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  present 
ministers,  and  this,  he  must  be  sattified, 
was  a  acrvice  he  would  not  have  perform- 
ed towards  any  one  to  whom  he  did  not 
wish  well.  As  to  what  he  had  said  to  the 
Catholics,  with  respect  to  their  rights,  he 
Was  alwaya  of  opinion,  that  to  what  they 
were  now  seeking,  they  had  a  right  by 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Limerick ;  and  he 
had  not  only  on  the  recent  occasion,  but 
on  all  others,  counselled  them  to  demand 
instead  of  petition,  for  the  restitution  of 
their  righu;  and  he  regretted  much,  that 
ht  bad  alwaya  found  his  entreaties  to  that 
0&ct  unavailing. 
C^lvnel  J^pwtt  would  not  allege  that 


the  hon.  general  had  expressly  enjoined 
the  Catholics  to  forbear  petitioning  the 
throne;  but  he  had  advised  them  not  to 
petition  the  legislature,  and  in  his  appre* 
hension  the  throne  was  a  component  part 
of  the  legislature. 

The  ^aker  then  required  to  know,  if 
the  hon.  i  gentleman  had  any  reason  to 
doubt  the  originality|Of  the  signatures  af« 
fixed  to  the  Petition  ?  And,  having  re* 
ceived  an  answer  in  the  negative. 

He  next  required  to  know,  if  the  hon. 
general  had  any  reason  to  doubt  whether 
they  were  original  }  To  which  question 
general  Mathew  having  replied  that  he 
had  none  but  public  report,  the  Petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  presenting  the  Petition  from  the 
Protestant  noblemen,  &c.  of  Kilkenny, 

Lord  Detart  said,  he  had  in  his  band  a 
Petition  from  the  Protestants  of  one  of 
the  most  Catholic  counties  in  Ireland^ 
signed  by  men  who  were  not  merely 
theoretically  conversant  with  the  nature 
of  the  claims  now  preferred  by  the  Ca* 
tholics,  but  who,  living  among  the  Ca* 
tholics,  and  thereby  attaining  a  thorough 
understanding  of  their  feelings  and  dispo* 
sition,  were  thoroughly  qualified  to  form  a 
judgment  as  to  the  expediency  or  inex- 
pediency of  complying  with  their  de« 
roands.  At  the  meeting  from  which  this 
Petition  had  emanated,  colonel  Gore  waa 
in  the  chair,  a  ffentleman  who  had  for« 
merly  expressed  his  inclination  to  pro* 
mote  the  interest  of  the  Catholics;  but 
whose  change  of  opinion,  not  showing  any 
undue  versatility  in  him,  which  it  cer* 
tainly  did  not,  shoold  impress  the  advo* 
cates  of  the  Catholics  with  a  strong  tense 
of  the  necessity  of  moderation  in  their  en* 
deavours  to  serve  them* 

Sir  J.  Newport  denied  that  the  Petition 
could  be  considered  as  what  it  purported 
to  be— a  Petition  from  the  Protestant  in* 
habitanta  of  Kilkenny.  He  would  men* 
tion  a  fact,  which  nflold  at  once  show  the 
House  the  impropriety  of  considering  it 
aasuch.  At  the  place  where  the  meet* 
ing  waa  first  convened,  so  adverse  a  dis* 
position  was  evinced  by  the  freeholders  to 
the  object  of  it,  that  the  noble  lord  and  his 
associates  were  obliged  to  remove  to  a 
private  bonse»  and  pass  their  resolotioDS. 
At  the  first  meeting,  that  at  which  thia 
disapprobation  had  been  evinced,  there 
were  several  noblemen  present,  and  it  waa 
the  brother  of  lord  Ormond  who  moved 
that  the  meeting  shenld  be  dissolved ;  oa 
which  the  ntnost  confiision  ensued^  tboi% 
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who  were  farourable  t6  the  object  for 
which  it  had  been  convened|  aod  were 
dissatisfied  at  their  not  being  able  to 
smuggle  iL  petition,  contending  that  the 
cbatrmaa  should  not  put  the  question. 
The  high  sheriff  of  the  county  had  re* 
fused  to  call  a  meeting  at  the  instance  of 
the  noble  lord  and  his  associates,  and  had 
moreover  refused  to  let  them  use  the  court- 
house for  the  purpose.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  thought  he  was  fully  justi- 
6ed  in  asserting  that  the  Petition  was  not 
from  the  Protestants  of  Kilkenny;  but  was 
that  of  certain  individuals.  He  was  con- 
fident that  it  was  disapproved  by  seven- 
eights  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county^ 
and  even  the  Protestants  who  disapproved 
of  it  possessed  much  more  property  than 
the  noble  lord  and  his  associates. 

Lord  Daari  was  glad  that  the  right  hon. 
baronet  did  not  happen  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting,  the  proceedings  of  which  he  had 
described  to  the  Hou^e;  because,  that 
being  the  case,  he  .could  without  any 
breach  of  politeness  assure  him,  that  no« 
thing  of  what  he  had  stated  to  have  hap* 
pened  there,  had  happened.  Most  of  the 
persons  at  that  meeting  had  signed  the 
Petition  before  they  left  the  room.  [Here 
sir  J.  Newport  exclaimed,  ''  No !"  and  his 
lordship  insisted  such  was  the  fact ;  they 
bad  signed  it  in  his  pretence.]  The 
right  boa.  baronet  had  imposed  on  him  a 
▼ery  disagreeable  task,  that  of  revealing 
what  had  passed  at  the  meeting,  for  man5' 
of  thoie  who  concurred  in  a  part  of  the 
proceedings,  had  expressed  their  sorrow 
for  the  part  they  had  taken,  and  wfbhed 
much  that  nothing  should  transpire  upon 
the  subject.  First  then,  he  had  to  state, 
that  the  high  sherifi*  of  the  county  had 
signed  the  Petition  before  he  left  the 
room,  though  he  had  refused  in  his  official 
capacity  to  summon  a  county  n^eting, 
«nd  had,  moreover,  assured  him  that  he 
entirely  approved  the  sentiments  which 
Imm]  dictated  it,  though  prevented  by  his 
official  dfities  from  concurring  in  his  pub- 
lic capadty  to  promote  the  object  of  the 
meeting.  Aful  here,  perhaps,  it  would 
Bot  be  irreievMit  to  animodveit  ^m  the 
esultation  with  which  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  surrounded  as  be  was  by  the 
frievds  of  liberty  and  toleration  wnd  enan- 
Cfpation,  had  etaied  the  rafusai  of  that 
place  to  the  PrateiAanu,  ta  assemble  in 
smd  eaibody  their  (opinions  m  a  Petition 
lo  the  legislature,  fi^m  which  the  Catho- 
iks  had  Veen  freqoea«ly  permitted  to  issue 
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proceed  with  a  statement  of  what  &c 
curred  at  the  meeting,  a  csy  for  adjourn- 
ment was,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
proceedings,  immediately  set  up,  in  which 
a  number  of  Catholics  who  had  obtained 
admission  were,  of  course,  not  slow  ts 
join;  and,  ifi  consequence,  thoagh  the 
persons  who  had  met  for  the  parpose  of 
petitioning,«nly  desired  leave  to  expres 
their  sentiments,  no  such  leave  would  he 
granted.  The  majority  of  the  Protestants 
then  left  the  room,  and  the  persons  who 
remained  voted  a  person  into  the  chair, 
and  proceeded  to  pass  resolutions,  of 
which,  he  believed,  they  were  afterwaids 
very  much  ashamed.  Of  the  persons  who 
had  subscribed,  many  did  so  under  the 
influence  of  menaces  used  by  their  land- 
lords* for  the  purpose  of  compelling  theas 
to  do  so,  and  mahy  of  these  had  afteiw 
wards  come  to  him,  expressing  their 
sorrow  for  having  yielded  a  reluctant  con- 
sent which  they  conceived  to  be  eoutrary 
to  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  king  and 
country,  aud  desiring  that  they  might  be 
permitted  to  sign  the  Petition  be  had  now 
the  honour  to  present.  He,  conceiving 
that  any  injury  which  might  result  to 
them  from  doing  mo,  would  reflect  more 
discredit  on  the  country  than  the  want  of 
their  signatures,  had  dissuaded  them  from 
doing  so;  but  many,  incensed  by  the  con- 
duct they  had  witnessed  at  the  meeting, 
persisted  in  their  resolution,  and  actually 
had  affixed  their  signatures,  conceiving 
that  there  was  no  law  to  exdade  the 
patrician  order  of  Protestants  from  raairiog 
known  their  sentiments  to  the  legisiatare. 
He  would  maintain,  that  the  Petitioo  he 
held  in  his  hand  was  as  well  entitled  as 
any  other  to  lie  on  the  Ubie  of  the  Haase. 

Sir./.  Newport  said,  he  had  ao  objection 
to  the  Petition  being  received,*faut  it  pro- 
fessed to  be  what  it  was  noi^-a  Petition 
from  the  Ppotestants  of  the  coooty  of  KK- 
kenny*  He  wished  to  know,  if  the  people 
who  thought  in  the  same  maaner  with  the 
noble  lord,  at  the  meetiag  in  qaestioa, 
^Mrmed  the  majority  of  that  meeliog.  why 
they  aUowed  an  adjournmeot  of  it  ?  (Here 
the  hon.  baronet  vras  interrupted  by  load 
cries  of  Spoke,  spoke !  and  after  eoase  litlte 
resistance,  was  obliged  to  resoose  bis  eeat.l 

The  Petition  was  then  read,  aad  ardevaa 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Oa  presenting  the  Petition  from  Cbi- 
■ebcster, 

Mr.  HiisiMsoii  observed,  that  |his  Peti- 
tion would  have  been  signed  by  a  greater 
siaaibar  ^persons,  bat  printed  asiracts. 
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from  an  tbomimbie  poblicftttob,  paf|>ort» 
iog  to  be  the  third  part  of  <«  A  Statement 
of  the  Penal  Laws  affecting  the  Roman 
Catholica/'  were  indnatriooaly  circulated 
from  door  to  doori  and  occaaioned  many 
indifidttala  to  withhold  their  atgnatorea. 
He  undeniood  the  same  bate  act,  for  he 
coold  call  it  nothing  elae^  was  reaorted  to 
elsewhere.  Now,  he  had  alwaya  heard  it 
elated,  that  any  pnb1i<^ion,  the  motive  of 
which  waa  to  disturb  the  public  peace,  waa 
a  libel.  The  publication  to  which  he  al- 
loded,  could  hare  no  other  object  but  to 
create  diaaention  between  the  Roman  Ca^ 
tholics  and  the  Protestanta;  to  cKcite 
those  two  classes  of  hia  Majeaty'a  anbjecta 
against  each  other ;  and  to  place  a  bar  be- 
tween the  respectful  repreaentations  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  and  the  deliberative 
wtadoaa  of  parliament;  he  waa  sorry 
therefore  that  government  had  not  pro* 
oeeded  agatnat  its  author. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said,  that  the  libelloos 
and  malicions  publication  alluded  to  was 
not  confined  to  Chichester,  but  had  been 
spread  throughout  Yorkahire  and  Lan- 
cashire ;  when  anch  ahamefol  artifices 
were  resorted  to,  it  sufficiently  marked  the 
character  of  the  canae  which  demanded 
aoch  support.  He  cemplained,  that  such 
a  groaa  and  viUaiiiooa  libel  on  a  whole 
people,  was  not  taken  notice  of  by  the  go- 
vernment  of  that  country  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded. It  notorioualy  issued  from  a  preaa 
favoured  by  that  government.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  the  office  of  The  Dublin 
Jonrnal,  which,  with  its  worthy  compeer. 
The  Patriot,  waa  aupported  by  the  public 
money.  Why,  he  asked,  had  not  the  go- 
Temment  exerted  those  powera,  which,  on 
other  oocaaions,  they  were  ready  enough 
to  make  nae  of,  in  puniahtng  the  amhor  of 
thia  a(trociot»  work?  Why  had  not  they 
directed  the  Attorney  General  to  file  an 
information  on  the  anbject?  But  their 
thondera  were  reserved  for  other  objects. 
Tliey  coold  prosecnte  the  printer  of  the 
two  first  parts  of  The  Statement,  but  they 
overlooked  the  false  and  malicious  pobli* 
cation,  purporting  to  be  The  Third  Part, 
althoogh  it  tended  to  fill  the  country  with 
diaaention  and  bloodshed. 

Mr.  W.  PiitgerM  lamented  to  think 
that  they  were  coming  to  the  mbmentona 
diacnaaton  on  the  claima  of  the  Roman 
Catholicai,  with  ao  much  heat  iai  violence 
of  temper.  As  a  friend,  to  the  Catholica, 
he  moat  aay,  that  thoae  peraona  connected 
with  (ho  goreiinnent,  wlio  wished  well  to 
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apeak  anfiavoorably  of  that  whibh  they 
were  desirous  of  supporting,  when  they 
heard  aoch  language  aa  waa  mih^e  use  of 
by  aome  of  the  aiWocaiea  of  the  Catholic 
claima.  Had  the  right  hon.  baronet  beea 
preaent  on  a  former  day,  he  would  have 
heard-  hia  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Peel)  manfully 
and  candidly  diaciaim,  on  the  part  of  the 
Irtah  government,  any  knowledge  of  the 
publication  which  had  been  ao  often  to* 
lerred  to ;  he  would  have  heard  him  aay^ 
that  a  printer  waa  prosecuted;  not  for  pab« 
liahing  the  two  firat  parts  of  The  State* 
ment,  but  because  he  had  promnlgated 
that  which  accused  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  of  the  foul  crime  of  ronrder.  The 
publication  itself  appeared  to  him  to  be  ao 
clomay  a  production,  that  it  coohf  impose 
upon  no  peraon  ;  even  aa  an  ironieai  at* 
tempt,  it  waa  ridiculous.  He  waa  con* 
vinced  that  those  who  were  aocuaed  of 
being  privy  to  it,  were  innocent  of  any 
such  knowledge ;  and  he  declared,  that  he 
would  not  belong  to  a  gorernment  that 
cbuld  be  goihy  of  auch  a  practice. 

Sir  H.  Pameli  repeated  the  observationa 
be  had  made  on  a  former  evening,  aa  to 
the  Gorrectneas  of  the  atatementa  contain* 
ed  in  the  two  firat  parta  of  The  Statement. 
Be  believed  tiie  secretary  for  Ireland  waa 
ignorant  of  the  publication  of  the  ThM 
Part;  but  when  it  appeared  in  a  paper, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Iriah  govern* 
meat,  he  did  not  think  it  conld  have  paaa- 
ed  unnoticed  by  them. 

Mr.  Ped  defended  the  Irish  govern* 
ment  from  any  knowledge  of  the  pobli* 
cation.  He  then  adverted  ahortly  to  the 
libel  for  which  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  re« 
cently  found  guilty,  and  obaerred,  that 
while  he  wished  to  avoid  exciting  any  of 
those  feelmgs  of  irriution  which  the  Ian* 
goage  they  had  just  heard  waa  evidently 
calculated  to  produce,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  it  singular,  that  the  government 
of  Ireland  should  he  eiqiected  as  soon  to 
file  an  information  -against  the  publisher 
of  a  work,  which  vraa  described  as  being 
too  clumsy  to  impose  upon  any  peraoii,  as 
against  the  printer  of  a  direct  and  virulent 
libel  againat  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land. 

The  Petition  waa  then  ordered  to  Ke  on 
the  table. 


il|Bir  camaOf  irero  nlmoat  compeUod  to    denominations  reatding  in'  and  about  the 


Petitions  roa  the  Repeal  op  ths 
TaaT  Act.]  Mr.  W.  Smith  preaented  a 
Petition  from  the  there  underaigned  Pro* 
teatant  diasenting  ministers  of  the  three 
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cities  of  London  and  Westminster ;  set- 
ling  forth» 

"That  the  petitioners  conceiving  the 
right  of  worshipping  God  according  to 
the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences  to 
be  derived  from  the  Author  of  their  being, 
ftnd  conBrmed  by  the  Founder  of  their 
Christian  faith,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
subject  to  the  controol  of  human  autho- 
rity, cannot  but  regard  with  deep  con- 
cern those  statutes  which  restrain  and 
limit  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  im- 
pose conditions  and  penalties  that  seem 
to  them  as  unjust  in  their  principle  as 
they  ^re  injurious  to  the  vital  interests  of 
true  religion;  and  that  the  petitioners 
consider  those  statutes  as  originally  de- 
signed to  guard  against  evils  which  no 
longer  exist,  and  as  expressive  of  senti- 
ments with  regard  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  religious  liberty,  which  no  longer 
prevail,  at  a  period  when  the  subjects  of 
the  British  empire,  however  they  may 
differ  with  regard  to  the  principles  of  their 
religion  and  their  mode  of  professing  it, 
concur  in  a  cordial  attachment  to  the  fa- 
mily on  the  throne ;  and  when  enlighten- 
ed views  of  religious  liberty,  and  a  cor- 
responding liberality  of  spirit,  have  been 
diffused  among  religious  professors  of  all 
denominations;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
expressing  their  lively  gratitude  for  the 
concessions  made  to  their  religious  rights, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  reign,  ear- 
nestly but  respectfully  pray,  that  every 
remaining  penal  statute,  which  extends 
its  operation  to  the  province  of  religion, 
may  be  repealed ;  and  that  whilst  they 
conduct  themselves  as  loyal,  obedient,  and 
peaceable  subjects,  to  the  state,  they,  in 
common  with  all  their  fellow  citizens, 
ma^  be  put  in  possession  of  complete  re- 
ligious freedom,  and  allowed  to  worship 
their  Maker,  and  maintain  their  Christian 
profession  according  to  their  own  views, 
and  their  incumbent  duty,  without  being 
subjected,  under  the  jiaiiction  of  law,  to 
any  penalties  or  disabilities,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  dissent  from  the  Esta- 
blished Church ;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
House,  pray  that  their  cause  may  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  relief 
granted  to  them  for  which  they  suppli- 
cate." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  also  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  there  undersigned  Protestant 
Dissenters,  of  the  three  denominations  re* 
aiding  in  and  near  the  cities  of  Loudon 
and  Westminster}  setting  forthj, 


*'.  That  the  petitioners  esteem  tbe  capa- 
city for  religiius  worship  as  the  highest 
distinction  of  their  nature,  and  regard  the 
practice  of  it  as  a  sacred  duty  enjoined  by 
Divine  authority,  but  which  can  be  ac- 
ceptable in  the  individual  only  irUeD  per- 
formed with  sincerity,  and  agreeably  to 
tbe  dictates  of  conscience ;  thai  they  are 
hereby  inevitably  led  to  deprecate  tbe  io- 
teVference  of  the  civil  magistrate  io  reli- 
gious concerns,  and  to  consider  tbe  onlel- 
tered  exercise  of  private  judgment  in  all 
matters  thereto  belonging  as  a  right  in- 
valuable and  unalienable,  and  which  can- 
not be  innocenily  surrendered  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  any  human  authority;  and 
that,  under  these  impressions,  the  peti- 
tioners are  sincerely  grateful  for  the  im- 
portant and  progressive  improvement  of 
their  condition  in  these  points  during  the 
course  of  the  present  reign,  and  especial- 
ly forMhe  large  concessions  so  graciotisly 
made  in  th^  last  parliament;  but  there 
are  some  laws  yet  remaining  upon  our 
statute  book^  which  they  cannot  but  con- 
template as  inconsistent  with  the  free 
exercise  of  religious  worship,  and  which, 
if  ever  they  deserved  to  be  considered  as 
proper  guards  against  the  dangers  of  any 
former  periods,  may  now,  even  on  their 
own  principle,  be  safely  abrogated,  when 
those  dangers  have  so  long  ceased  to  exist ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  therefore  cannot 
but  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  same  wise 
and  liberal  spirit,  the  prevalence  of  which 
has  already  effected  so  much  in  their  fa- 
vour, will  break  evifry  remaining  bond, 
and  abolish  every  shackle  on  the  entire 
freedom  of  religious  profession,  and  that 
they,  in  common  with  all  their  fellow 
subjects  of  every  persuasion,  may,  while 
they  conduct  themselves  as  peaceable  and 
obedient  subjects,  be  permitted  to  reap 
the  legitimate  fruits  of  upright  and  loyal 
conduct  in  the  allowance  to  maintain  their 
Christian  profession  according  to  their 
own  views  of  faith  and  duty,  without 
being  made  liable  to  any  legal  pains,  pe- 
nalties, or  disabilities,  in  consequence  of 
their  dissent  from  the  Established  Church." 

On  presenting  the  Petition  from  the 
Dissenting  Ministers,  Mr.  Smith  said  he 
understood  it  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition.   • 

Mr.  ButtcTVforth  would  not  have  made 
any  observation  on  the  present  occasion^ 
had  not  the  hon.  gentleman  stated,  that 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Dissenting 
Ministers  was  in  favour  of  presenting  thU 
Petition.    During  tbe  last  session  of  par* 
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liamenty  a  pfopositioa  wfts  made  for  pre- 
aenting  a  petttioti»  word  foanrord  with  that 
avhich  the  hon.  gentleman  bad  now  brought 
up.  In  favour  of  the  proposition  there 
were  SI  miniiterfl,  against  it  25,  and  12 
were  neuter ;  so  that,  in  fact,  a  majority  of 
the  body  did  not  coincide  in  its  pcopriety. 
It  was  not,  however,  deemed  expedient 
for  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  Peti* 
tion,  and  who  were  a  minority,  lo  take 
any  steps  on  the  occasion. 
'  Mr.  ff.  Smith  said,  that  of  the  private 
transactions  of  the  body,  he  did  not  profess 
to  know  much ;  but  he  would  again  aver, 
that  the  Petition  was  brought  to  him  yes- 
terday, by  a  deputation  from  the  body  of 
whom  he  spoke ;  that  the  meeting  was 
called  with  all  doe,  sufficient  and  formal 
notice ;  and  that  all  who  attended  it  sign- 
ed the  Petition.  Even  the  names  of  some 
of  those  who  disagreed  (not  from  any  dis- 
like to  the  sentiments  of  the  Petition,  but 
from  other  circumstances)  last  year,  were 
lo  be  found  amongst  the  signatures  to  the 
Petition  which  he  now  presented,  and  to 
which  not  the  slightest  opposition  was 
manifested. 

Mr.  Buiterworih  observed,  that  some  of 
the  persons  who  were  present  at  the  meet- 
ing did  oppose  the  Petition ;  but  they  did 
not  wish  to  come  to  a  vote  on  it. 

The  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  teble. 

The  PaiKCEss  or  Wales.]  The  Hon. 
Cochrane  Johnuone  rose  and  said,  that  he 
intended  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House 
on  Monday  next,  relative  to  the  proceed- 
ings ordered  by  his  Majesty  to  be  insti* 
tuted  on  the  subject  of  her  royal  highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber was  about  to  offer  some  remarks  upon 
the  importance  of  this  matter,  which,  he 
said,  affected  even  the  succession  to  the 
throne  itself,  when  the  Speaker  interrupt- 
ed him  by  stating,  that  in  giving  a  notice, 
it  was  not  usual  lo  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion v^bich  could  possibly  create  a  debate. 
The  hon.  member  then  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  he  had  thought  it  his  duty, 
ant)  had  accordingly  done  so,  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  proposition  he  intended  to 
move,  to  ministers,  that  they  might  be 
fully  possessed  of  the  line  he  meant  to 
pursue. 
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the  Boiian  Catholics.^)  The  earl  of 
Harewood  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Halifax,  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  Claims.  The  earl  of  Egremont 
presented  a  similar  Petition  from  the  bo- 
rough of  Lestwithiel.  The  earl  of  Shan* 
non  presented  a  Petition  against  the  Ro« 
man  Catholic  Claims,  from  the  county  of 
Cork.  The  earl  of  Charleville  presented 
a  similar  Petition  from  the  Pro^tant  in- 
habitants of  the  Queen's  county.  All 
these  Petitions  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Marquis  Camden  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  freeholders  and  iiihabitants  of  the 
county  of  Kent,  against  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Claims. 

The  Earl  of  Damky  observed,  that  al- 
though at  the  meeting  where  this  Petitioa 
had  been  signed,  a  majority  might  enter- 
tain the  sentiments  of  the  petitioners,  yet 
he  knew  it  was  far  from  being  the  unani- 
mous feeling  of  the  county  of  Kent  on  this 
subject.  He  referred  to  the  opinion  of  the 
noble  marquis  himself,  who  was  formerly 
so  closely  united  with  a  celebrated  per- 
sonage of  different  sentiments  to  those  of 
the  Petition. 

Marquis  Camden  admitted,  that  the 
Petition  was  not  the  unanimous  sentiment 
of  the  people-  of  Kent,  and  that  his  own 
opinions  were  somewhat  different  from 
those  of  the  petitioners. 

The  Petition  being  read,  was  ordered  lo 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Wilts,  against  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  thought  it 
his  duty  to  inform  the  House  in  respect  to 
this  Petition,  which  purported  to  speak  the 
sense  of  the  people  of  Wiltshire,  that  there 
had  been  a  general  meeting  called  in  that 
county  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  claims 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  into  consideration. 
A  Petition  was  then  agreed  to,  and  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  most  respectable 
individuals,  which  was  of  a  contrary 
tendency  to  this  Petition,  and  was  directed 
to  be  presented  to  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  With  respect  to  the  Petition 
presented  by  the  noble  earl,  it  waa 
subscribed  not  at  any  general  meeting 
held  for  that  purpose,  but  by  signatures 
obtained  at  a  number  of  places ;  and  though 
he  was  ready  to  admit  it  contained  ttie 
signatures  of  a  few  individuals  as  highly 
respectable  as  any  in  the  county,  yet  there 
were  othera  of  a  different  descriptien, 

(SB) 
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He  did  .not  speak  liebily  upon  tbi»  iQbject« 
but  be  bad  enquired  into  tbe  trutb  of  bis 
information,  •  and  bad  been  assured*  if 
necessary,  thai  it,  could  be  proved  at  their 
lordships'  bar.  Tbe  Petition  was,  be 
understood,  signed  by  some  who  bad  also 
written  the  names  of  othet*  persons;  it 
was  also  signed  by  persons  out  of  the 
county,  and  where  distance  prevented  the 
person's  o|rn  signature,  it  was  supplied  by 
some  individual  in  bis  behalf;  it  was  also 
signed  by  women  for  their  children,  and 
in  one  instance  a  woman  had  subscribed 
tbe  names  of  all  her  male  children,  one  of 
whom  is  a  felon,  and  now  confined  in  caol. 
It  bad  been  placed  in  situations  out  of  the 
county;  for  instance,  one  had  laid  at 
Tetbury,  and  band-bills  were  issued,  one 
of  which  he  bad  in  his  pocket,  calling 
upon  the  loyal  and  constitutional  inhabitants 
to  sign  the  Petition  against  the  .Catholic 
claims.  He  bad  been  induced  to  make 
these  remarks  upon  tbe  mode  and  manner 
in  which  the  signatures  bad  been  procured, 
but  not  with  any  intention  to  oppose  its 
being  received. 

The  £ari  of  Radnor  requested  the  noble 
marquis  to  communicate  the  hand  bill  to 
which  be  bad  alluded. 

The  Marquis  of  Lantdowne  said,  by 
perqiiission  of  the  House,  be  would  read 
the  hand- bill.  The  noble  marquis  accord- 
ingly read  tbe  contents;  which,  by  way 
of  appeal  to  the  supporters  of  the  consti- 
tution! called  upon  them  to  subscribe  the 
petition^  against  the  Ci^tholic  claims. 

The  Earl  of  Badnor  obterved,  the  dis- 
tance from  Tetbury  to  Wiltshire  was  not 
further  than  that  of  St.  Stephen's  chapel 
from  where  he  was  standing.  He  enquired 
also,  of  the  noble  marquis,  if  his  name  had 
not  been  put  by  other  persons  to  a  peti- 
tion? 

The  Marquis  of  Laiudowne  said  an 
occurrence  of  thai  nature  had  taken  place, 
and  if  he  had  been  present,  or  known  it 
when  it  was  presented,  he  should  have 
noticed  the  impropriety. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble« 
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Thursday,  February  25. 

Copper  Export  Bill.]  Mr.  Robinson 
noved  tbe  third  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  GratfcU  roie  to  oppose  it.  He 
stated  that  the  object  of  tbe  Bill  was  to 
prevent  the  Americans,  our  enemies,  from 
ebtaining  certain  tery  important  naval 


stores,  composed  of  copper^  and  that  if 
this  object  couU  be  obtained  by  thii  Bill, 
oi*  by  any  other  measore  that  ooald  be 
proposed,  nothing  would  induce  him  to  be 
so  forgetful  of  his  public  duty  as  tooppoee 
it ;  but  it  was  because  he  believed  in  bii 
conscience,  and  from  bis  practical  know- 
ledge an<3  experience  on  this  subject,  that 
the  Bill  would  wholly  fail  in  accomplish- 
ing its  professed  and  only  object,  and  do 
nothing  more  than  ruin  a  valuable  branch 
of  our  export  trade,  that  he  felt  it  biapab* 
lie  duty  to  resist  it.  In  order  to  jodgs 
whether  his  view,  or  tbat  of  the  propoiers 
of  tbe  Bill  was  correct,  two  points  only 
required  to  be  adverted  to  :  first,  whether 
the  Americans  can  provide  themBelTes 
I  with  the  raw  material,  of  which  tbe  nanl 
stores  are  composed  ?  And  secondly, 
whether  they  have  tbe  means^  of  conyert* 
ing  that  raw  material  into  the  articles 
proposed  to  be  prohibited.  Upon  tbe 
first  point  he  would  not  trouble  the  Hooie, 
it  being  admitted  even  by  the  proposers 
of  the  Bill,  that  the  Americans  can  obtain 
any  quantities  of  the  raw  material  from 
South  America,  Mexico,  and  other  cooa- 
tries.  And  upon  the  second  point,  be 
could  now  assure  the  House,  tbat  he  had 
within  the  last  few  days  received  positive 
information  that  two  mills  for  rolling  and 
manufacturing  copper  had  lately  been 
erected  in  America,  and  were  now  is- 
full  work  upon  that  very  article  of  which 
it  was  contended  that  this  Bill  would  deprive 
tbe  Americans.  Of  what  use,  then,  cofll<^ 
such  a  Bill  be,  but  to  Uke  away  all  chance 
from  the  British  manufacturers  of  meeting 
the  American  manufacturers  in  tbe  Anic* 
rican  market—and,  what  was  more  lOt' 
portant,  forcing  our  allies  in  the  Bras"^ 
and  other  parts  of  America,  to  look  fo 
America  instead  of  Great  Britain  for  their 
supplies  of  those  articles.  Woeful  expt* 
rience  of  what  had  happened  in  Fran^ 
from  a  measure  of  the  same  kind  adopte<i 
by  ministers  more  than  thirty  years  agoi 
as  a  hostile  measure  against  Franc^  ^' 
tified  his  opinion  as  to  the  probab« 
effect  of  tbe  present  Bill  with  reference  w 
America.  With  a  view  of  depriving  ^ 
French  in  those  days  of  these  very  •»"* 
articles,  tbe  exporUtion  of  them  ^^ 
England  was  prohibited.  What  followed  f 
No  inconvenience  or  annoyance  ww  • 
fered  by  the  French ;  but  ihey  >.n»^"^{ 
erected  machinery  for  manufacturing  c^* 
per  near  Rouen,  supplied  thcmsclfes  wi 
all  they  required  for  their  wV-T^It 
milU  had  f iace  been  esubliibed  la  t^t^ 
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country,  and  the  export  of  copper  to 
France  from  this  country  was  lost  for  ever. 
Was  it  anreasonable  to  say,  that  the  same 
cause  would  produce  a  similar  effect  with 
regard  to  America  ?  He  therefore  opposed 
the  fiill  upon  every  principle  of  public 
duty,  and  from  an  anxiety  to  protect  the 
copper  mines  and  manufactories  of  Eng- 
land from  being  thus  unnecessarily  ex- 
posed to  irretrieTable  loss.  He  still  hoped 
ministers  would  give  up  the  Bill : '  if  not, 
he  should  at  least  have  the  consolation  of 
reflecting,  that  be  had  done  all  in  his 
power  to  prevent  the  mischief  it  was  cal- 
culated to  inflict  upon  this  country. 

Mr.  Robinson  supported  the  Bill  upon 
the  grounds  of  its  always  having  been  the 
practice  during  war  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  these  articles. 

Mr.  Barinf^  argued  against  the  Bill,  and 
stated  that  no  answer  whatever  had  been 

fiven  to  the  facts  and  arguments  of  his 
on.  friend. 

Mr.  Fmheroe  also  opposed  the  Bill, 
stating  that'  it  was  well  known  that  iron 
mills  for  rolling  iron  had  long  been  in  tise 
in  America,  and  that  those  mills  could  be 
easily  applied  to  the  rolling  of  copper. 

Mr.  Rmc  supported  the  Bill :  but  upon 
the  suggestion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequers  Mr.  Robinson  agreed  to  put 
off*  the  third  reading  for  a  week,  in  order 
that  the  subject  might  receive  further  con* 
sideration  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
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-   pETITIOWS    BBSPBCTIKC    THE  CLAIMS  OP 

tHB  Roman  Catholics.]  Petitions  In  fa- 
Tour  of  the  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, were  presented  from  the  freeholders 
of  Cornwall,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Exeter, 
Bristol,  Shrewsbury,  and  Leeds. 

Petitions  against  the  Claims  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  were  presented  from  Stam- 
ford, Longford,  Lostwithiel,  Halifax,  Cork, 
Alston,  Leitrim,  Queen's  County,  Tyrone, 
Londonderry,  Wicklow,  Kildare,  Shrews- 
bury»  Montgomery,  and  Plymouth  Dock. 

Petitions  op  the  Roman  Catholics 
6t  Ibblamd.]  Mr.  Grattan  presented 
nine  Petitions— of  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
county  of  Clare;  of  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford ;  of  thexoonty  and  city  of  Water- 
Ibrd  ;  of  the  county  of  Sligo ;  of  the 
<9aunty  and  city  of  Cork:  of  the  county 
and  city  of  Kilkenny ;  of  King's  traunty ; 
of  the  coontv  of  Galway ;  and  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland ;  whose  names 
are  there-undersigned,  on  behalf  of  them- 
seiret  and*  of  others  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  i  letting  fimi. 


'*  That  the  petitioners  cannot  but  r^ 
gard  with  deep  concern  those  statotca 
which  restrain  and  limit  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  religious  worship,  and  impose 
conditions  and  penalties  that  seem  to  tnem 
as  unjust  in  their  principles  as  they  are 
injurious  to  the  vital  interests  of  tme  reli- 
gion; and  that  the  petitioners  consider 
those  statutes  as  originating  in  causea 
which  no  longer  operate,  and  of  which  no 
trace  at  present  exists,  and  as  expressive 
of  sentiments,  with  regard  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  religious  liberty,  which  no 
longer  prevail,  at  a  period  when  the  sub- 
jects of  the  British  empire,  however  they 
may  difier  with  regard  to  the  principles 
of  their  religion,  and  their  mooe  of  pro- 
fessing it,  concur  in  a  cordial  attachment 
to  the  family  on  the  throne,  and  when  en* 
lightened  views  of  religions  liberty,  and  a 
corresponding  liberality  of  spirit,  have 
been  diffused  among  religious  professions 
of  all  denominations ;  and  that  the  peti*- 
tioners,  expressing  their  lively  gratitude 
for  the  concessions  made  to  their  religious 
rights  in  the  course  of  the  present  reign, 
earnestly  but  respectfully  pray,  that  every 
remaining  penal  statute,  which  extends  its 
operation  to  the  province  of  religion,  may 
be  repealed,  and  that,  whilst  they  concoct 
themselves  as  loyal,  obedient*  and  peace- 
able subjects  to  the  state,  they,  in  com- 
mon with  all  their  fellow  citizens,  may  be 
put  in  possession  of  complete  religiona 
freedom,  and  allowed  to  worship  their 
Maker,  and  maintain  their  Christian  pro- 
fession, according  to  their  own  views  and 
their  incumbent  doty,  without  being  sub- 
jected, under  the  sanction  of  law,  to  any 
penalties  or  disabilities  in  consequence  of 
their  diflTerence  from  the  Established 
Church ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  con* 
fidiog  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
House,  pray,  that  their  cause  may  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  relief 
granted  to  them  for  which  they  suppli- 
cate." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  op  thb  Roman  Catholics  of 
England.]  Mr.  William  Elliot  moved, 
"  That  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
22d  of  June,  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, relative  to  the  Laws  affecting  hi* 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  might  be  read.'' 
The  said  Resolution  being  read, 

Mr.  Eliioi  said,  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
of  having  this  Rm^lotion  read,  not  only 
because  itTeferred  to  a  Petition  which  he 
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was  aboat  to  present*  but  because  it  Jv^s  a 
▼ote  which  must  carry  with  it  more  than 
ordinary  weight  in  the  future  discussion  of 
this    momentous    question— a  Resolution 
which  passed  that  House  at  a  time  when 
much  religious  ferment  existed  throughout 
the  country*  and  which  was  decided  after 
the    House    had    refused    the    Catholic 
Claims— >( Hear*  hear  !)— but  it  now  stood 
an  honourable  memorial  upon  the  records 
of  that  House«  of  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  minds  and  sentiments 
of  that  House—- a  change  so  great*  which 
after  some  years  of  long*  repeated*  and 
elaborate  discussion*  had  at  last  obtained 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature :   %  change 
of  sentiment  ^hich  four  of  the  most  illus- 
trious statesmen  that  ever  graced  the  an- 
nals of  the  British  senate*  concurred  in* 
namely*  Mr.  Burke*  Mr.  Pitt*  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Mfr.  Windham.     The  Petition  he  had 
now  the  honour  to  present*  was  from  the 
aame  body  of  persons*  for  whom  he  had 
the  honour  of  presenting  a  similar  Peti- 
tion last  year— the  Roman  Catholics  of 
England.    They  then  took  the  liberty  of 
enumerating  their  grievances*  to  which  he 
should  now  shortly  advert.    The  House 
must  be'aware  that  in  one  quarter  of  our 
dominions  that  principle  of  policy  had 
been  pursued  which  he  should  be  happy 
to  see  extended  to  all ;   in  Canada  there 
was  no  distinction  on  the  ground  of  reli- 
gion* all  there  participated  equally  in  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  British  subject* 
and  it  must  be  recollected  that  in  that 
creat  convulsion  which  severed  America 
from  the  mother  country*  Canada  alone 
stood  firm.    In  Ireland  there  still  remain- 
ed a  remnant  of  that  unprosperous  policy; 
but  the  Catholics  of  Ensland*  who  were 
the  old  stock  of  all  the  illustrious  families 
of  this  country*  who  were  always  distin- 
guished for  their  loyklty  and  attachment 
to  their  sovereign,  still  laboured  under  all 
the  disabilities  which   had  ever  existed 
against  them.    They  were  excluded  from 
holding- any  office  under  the  crown;  they 
were  excluded  from   holding   any   civil 
office  in  the  country ;  they  were  exclud- 
ed from  degrees  In  the  universities;  and 
the  respectable  Roman  Catholic  country 
gentlemen    were    living    in    hospitality 
among  their  tenantry*  but  prohibited  from 
acting  in  the  magistracy.    The  Roman 
Catholic  freeholder  was  prohibited  from 
Tottng  for  members  of  parliament ;  they 
might  go  into  the  army*  but  in  order  to 
procure  rank  the  English  Catholic  must 
(o  to  Ireland,  and  there  be  might,  obtaia 
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the  rank  of  colonel*^  bat  no  more,  and  if 
he  again  returned  to  this  country*  his  disa- 
bility was  revived — if  the  English  Catholic 
went  into  the  navy*  by  going  to  Ireland 
he  might  arrive  at  the  command  of  the 
squadron  now  lying  at  Cork ;  bat  if  by 
any  accident  he  touched  on  the  shores  of 
England*  he  was  again  liable  to  all  the 
pains  and  penalties. — ^There  were  some 
persons  who  had  a  sort  of  soperstitioos  re- 
verence  for  this  principle*  and  hogged 
themselves  in  it*  as  if  it  were  the  very 
talisman  of  the  constitution.     Bat  the  last 
parliament  had  thought  differently,  and 
bad   felt  that  these  restrictions  were  an 
eternal  disgrace  to  our  statute  books,  and 
ought  to  be  repealed.    These  petitionen 
trusted  the  present  parlii^ment  would  fol- 
low up  the  spirit  of  that  resolution,  and 
remove  those  disabilities.     Among    the 
signatures  to  thi^  Petition*  were  the  names 
ofsome  of  the  most  illustrious  families  of 
this  country— they  professed  a  difierent 
religion  ;  different  only  from  ours,  so  Sxc 
as  we  had  rectified  and  purified  it-^butin 
their  ecclesiastical  policy  they  were  in 
many  respects  nearly  alike*  as  well  as  in 
many  other  of  their  forms  and  ceremonies. 
All  they  asked  for  was  to  be  admitted  to 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  British  sub- 
ject.   It  must  be  recollected  that  when  a 
weak  monarch  betrayed  his  conntry*  the 
Roman  Catholic  nobility*  and  a  Roman 
Catholic  parliament*  supported  and  main- 
tained the  constitution.    Who  displayed 
the  glory  of  England  in  the  ever  memora- 
ble battles  of  Cre8sy*Agincourt^  and  Poic- 
tiers*  but  the  Roman  Catholic  nobility? 
Who  resisted  the  Spanish  Armada*  aind 
opposed  a  papal  power*  when  threatening 
an  invasion  of  this  country  ?  The  Roman 
Catholic  nobility :  and  it  must  not  be  for* 
gotten*  that  for  a  century  and  a  half  they 
were  admitted  to  the  legislature*  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
They  were  supported  by  this  conntry  in 
Corsica — they  were  established  in  Canada 
—and  more  recently*  not  only  with  our 
money  and  our  influence*  bat  with  oar 
troops,  we  bad  supported  a  Popish  people 
against  an  ambitious  and  tyrannical  in- 
vader— we  were  not  only  fighting  with 
Catholic  soldiers  in  our  pay*  but  Catholic 

? generals  in  our  service.  He  hoped  there* 
ore*  that  this  Hoose  would  take  their  I^- 
tition  into  its  serions  consideration:  it 
would  thereby  secure  to  itself  immortal 
honour*  lav  the  foundation  of  oor  future 
peace  and  harmony*  and  ensoie  the 
strength  and  safetjp  of  the  nation-^ 
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Mr.  Yarhc  expreraed  hi»  sorpriae  thai 
the  right  hon.  gentJeman  tboold  think  it 
Decestary  to  eater  ioto  so  many  topics 
that  might  occasion  debate,  merely  ou 
presenting  a  petition.  It  was  not  his  in* 
tention  now  to  reply  to  the  remarks  just 
ofiered,  hot  he  rose  merely  to  state,  that 
before  the  Hoase  entered  regularly  upon 
the  discossion  of  the  Caiholic  Claims  he 
should  move  that  another  document,  be* 
sides  that  produced  al  the  request  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  shpuld  be  read,  and 
as  often  as  the  subject  should  be  debated 
he  should  submit  the  same  motion;  it 
would  be  that  the  9th,  lOih,  and  1 1th  sec- 
tions of  the  Act  of  the  1st  of  William  and 
Mary,  chap.  2,  commonly  called  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  be  read. 

Mr.  §V,  Smiih  rose  merely  to  obserre, 
that  the  body  of  persons  to  whom  he  be* 
longed,  the  rn>testant  Dissenters,  had  on 
former  occasions  availed  themselves  of  the 
assistance  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Yorke),  and  he  was  sorry  to  find  that 
upon  the  Catholic  question  their  opinions 
were  completely  at  variance*  The  Catholics 
and  the  Diwenters  differed  it  was  true  on 
points  of  failb,  but  in  loyalty  to  the  exe« 
cutive,  and  in  attachment  to  the  constitu- 
tion, there  was  no  distinction  between 
them,  and  as  a  Protestant  Dissenter  he 
pledged  himself  never  to  stand  np  in  that 
House  exclusively  to  obtain  the  removal 
of  the  laws  operating  against  the  Dis* 
senters,  without  coupling  with  it  a  motion 
for  the  restoration  of  their  rights  to  the 
Roman  Catholics,  who  were  equally  en- 
titled to  relief. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  op  and 
read  at  length  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
GreatBritain  and  Ireland,  in  Par- 
liament assembled, 

^ We  whose  names  are  underwritten, 
Roman  Catholics  of  England,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  yonr  honoorable 
House— 

"  That  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  last 
parliament,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Eng- 
land presented  a  petition  to  your  honoor- 
^le  Hoose,  stating  the  principal  griev- 
Mcea  under  which  they  labour;  and 
humbly  praying  relief: 

**  That  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
your  honourable  House  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion for  takinff  into  its  most  serious  con- 
•ideratioa»  early  in  the  then  next  session  of 
parliament,  the  laws  aftcting  his  Majes- 
ty's Bodiaa  CethotiG  antqecu  in  Gnat 


i 


Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  a  final 
and  conciliatory  adjustment. 

*'  That  your  petitioners,  fully  confiding 
in  Ihe  aforesaid  vote  of  your  honourable 
House,  feel  themselves  called  upon,  in 
justice  to  their  families  and  themselves^ 
again  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  maoy 
penal  and  disabling  laws  to  which  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  England  are  subject, 
for  adhering  to  tenets  purely  religious; 
while  thev  can  confidently  assert,  with- 
out fear  ot  contradiction  from  any  part  of 
their  conduct,  that  in  loyalty  and  ndelity 
to  their  sovereign,  in  attachment  to  the 
constitution,  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
their  country,  they  yield  to  no  class  what* 
ever  of  his  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects. 

"  That  your  Petitioners,  in  thus  again 
approaching  yonr  honoorable  Hoossy  beg 
leave  to  repeat,  that  they  are  actuated  not 
more  by  a  sense  of  the  hardships  and  dis- 
abilities under  which  they  labour,  than 
by  \i  desire  to  secure,  on  the  most  solid 
foundation,  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
British  empire ;  and  to  obtain  fur  them- 
selves opportunities  of  manifesting  by  the 
most  active  exertions,  their  zeal  and  in- 
terest in  the  common  cause  in  which  their 
country  it  engaged,  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  freedom  and  independence. 

"  That  your  petitioners  b|g  leave  to 
remind  your  honourable  House,  that  thejr 
have  cheerfully  and  readily  taken  the 
oaths,  and  signed  the  declarations,  pre« 
scribed  in  the  acts  which  have  been 
passed  for  iheir  relief;  and  have  ex- 
pressly disclaimed  by  them,  every  princi- 
ple inconsistent  with  their  duty  to  their 
king  or  their  country,  that  has  ever  been 
charaed  against  them. — And  they  farther 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  refusal  of 
those  oaths,  the  taking  of  which  would  at 
qnce  liberate  them  from  all  the  penalties 
and  disabilities  of  which  they  complain, 
incontrovprtibly  prove  how  sacred  they 
hold  the  obligation  of  an  oath :  your.  Peti- 
tioners also  humbly  conceive,  tJiat  further 
securities  cannot  reasonably  be  required 
from  them  ;  but  this,  with  a  perfect  spirit 
of  conciliation,  they  leave  to  the  wisdom 
and  decision  of  the  legislature,  trusting 
and  feeling  confident  that  the  legislature 
will  never  do  or  render  nugatory  iu  own 
work,  by  accompany  ing  the  relief  grant- 
ed, with  any  clause  or  clauses,  to  which 
your  petitioners  cannot  conscientiously 
assent. 

**  Your  petitioners  therefore  most  hum- 
bly pray.  That  yonr  honourable  Hoose 
will  take  into  iU  ceniideratioiw  the  many 
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penaltieB  and  disabilities  to  which  the 
Roman  CatboUcB  of  England  are  aubject, 
Bnd  adopt  such  measures  for  the  total  re- 
peal of  them  as  your  honourable  House 
sha\l>inits  great  wisdom  and  foenignityi 
deem  expedient*" 
It  was  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

Ma.  Grattan's  Motion  poe  a  Com- 
mittee ON  THE  Claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.]  On  the  motion  of  -  Mr. 
Yorke,  the  9th,  10th  and  1 1th  sections  of 
the  Act  of  the  1st  of  William  and  Mary, 
chap.  2»  commonly  called  the  Bill  of 
Rights*  were  read  by  the  Clerk.  After 
which, 

Mr.  Grattan  rose  and  said  : 

Sir;  I  am  very  happv  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  caused  those  passages  in 
the  Bill  of  Rights  to  be  read  to  the  House, 
for  I  am  distinctly  of  opinion,  that  the 
<]ttalifications,  which  it  enumerates  as  the 
indispensable  accompaniments  of  the  so- 
vereignty of  this  empire,  ought  to  form  a 
jpart  of  the  preamble  of  any  bill,  which 
may  be  introduced,  into  parliament,  for 
the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics;  for. 
Sir,  it  is  most  necessary  and  most  wise 
that,  whenever  we  admit  the  Catholics  to 
the  privileges  which  they  claim,  we  should 
ensure  to  the  Protestants  the  unendan- 
gered  continuance  of  all  the  priTileges, 
which  are  founded  on  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment. The  same  measure  which  gives 
liberty  to  the  one,  should  give  security  to 
the  other. 

I  rise.  Sir,  to  support  the  Petition  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  present,  from  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland.  I  am  sure  I  may  say, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  this 
Petition  is,  generally,  from  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland*  It  is  substantially  true,  that  it 
conveys  the  wishes  of  that  whole  body. 
The  motion  which  I  mean  to  make  is, 
that  the  House  will  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolution 
which,  at  the  desire  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  has  been  read  by  the  Clerk  at  the 
table.  Sir,  I  know  very  wel],  that  a  reso- 
lution of  a  former  parliament  cannot  bind 
its  successor ;  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
conceive  that  I  am  guilty  of  any  impro- 
priety in  referring  to  the  resolution  of  a 
former  parliament. 

.  I  have  to  lament,  and  it  would  be  mi- 
serable affectation  not  to  acknowledge  it, 
that  the  petitions  against  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics  are  very  numerously  and 
▼cry  respectably  figoed*    I  b»y«  to  l^' 


ment  that  there  are  still,  in  m^  native 
country,  many  individuals^  enliehten«d 
in  other  respects,  but  fallible  on  ine  aub- 
ject  of  religious  distinctions.  I  have  also 
to  lament  and  condemn  the  vehement 
manner  in  which  some  of  these  petitions 
denounce  the  Catholics.  I  will  avoid  the 
example;  and  in  the  allusions  which  I 
may  6nd  it  necessary  to  make  to  the  Pro- 
testant petitions,  I  will  speak  of  those, 
from  wnom  they  have  proceeded;  with 
the  highest  respect.  I  do  respect  and 
love  many  of  them.  I  dissent  partially 
from  their  opinions;  but  I  respect  and 
love  them  personally.  Nay,  more,  I  will 
consider  them,  not  as  present  enemies,  but 
as  future  friends  to  the  Catholics.  They 
live  in  the  same  country,  they  are  em- 
barked in  the  same  cause,  they  have  the 
same  battles  to  fight,  against  the  common 
enemy,  for  the  common  interest.  Never 
can  it  be  my-  wish  to  widen  the  breach 
between  great  bodies  of  men.  The  parti- 
cular object  of  the  Catholic  petition  itself 
is  general  concord.  Never  can  I  think 
that  any  difiference  in  religion  must  ne- 
cessarily lead  to  civil  discord.  Never  can 
I  believe  that  revelation  came  down  to 
us  a  firebrand,  to  justify  parliament  in 
withholding,  from  a  part  of  the  subjects 
of  the  realm,  their  just  rights. 

Sir,  I  )im  the  more  induced  to  hope  that 
the  cause  which  I  have  undertaken 
humbly  to  advocate  will  ultimatoly  be 
successful,  because  I  recollect  that,  in  the 
Irish  parliament  of  1792,  some  general 
and  strong  resolutions  were  adopted 
against  the  claims  then  made  by  the  Ca- 
tholics :  and  that,  in  the  next  session, 
more  was  actually  granted  to  the  Catholics 
than  thevhad  claimed.  The  understand- 
ing of  the  Irish  parliament  enlarged  with 
the  exigency  of  the  state.  I  trust  that 
this  will  be  the  case  with  us.  With  this 
view  to  the  ultimate  success  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  Anti-Catholic  peti- 
tions on  your  table,  using  that  liberty 
with  the  arguments  they  contain  which 
my  cause  may  require ;  but  maintaining 
the  greatest  respect  for  the  persons  who 
have  signed  them,  and  who,  I  am  per- 
suaded, are  sincere  in  that,  which  I,  never- 
theless, consider  to  be  a  very  mistaken 
view  of  this  important  subject* 

In  the  first  place.  Sir,  I  object  to  the 
manner  in  which,  in  many  imtances  in 
this  country,  and  more  particularly  in  Ire- 
laud,  these  petitions  have  beon  obtained. 
Inlndand  they  have  betntho  cMiequaDca 
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of  a  requigition  to  Ihe  tliarifiB  of  the  re- 
spectiTe  counties,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Protestant  inhabitants.  Now,  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  exceedingly  objectionable  for 
a  public  officer  to  call  the  people  toge* 
ther  in  sects ;  and  to  give,  to  a  private 
and  party  meeting,  the  authority  of  a  pub* 
lie  assembly.  Again,  it  appears  to  me 
exceedingly  objectionable  thus  to  separate 
religious  sects,  and  to  give  the  semblance 
of  public  authority  to  religious  animosities. 
I  object  again  to  calling  one  part  of  his 
Majesty's  sul^eets  to  petition  against  ano- 
ther ;  and  still  more  do  I  object  to  their 
petitioning  another  country  against  the 
liberties  of  their  own. 

Sir,  I  l>eg  not  to  be  understood  as  cast* 
iflg  any  reflections  on  the  Irish  Protestant 
petitioners ;  but  their  object  has  evidently 
been  neither  more  nor  less  than  this— to 
ixitreat  the  parliament  of  this  country  not 
to  grant  civil  liberty  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  They  petition  us 
to  inflict  on  their  countrymen  a  sentence 
of  perpetual  incapacity  :  they  petition  us 
to  announce  to  Ireland,  the  destination  of 
being  for  ever  a  divided  colonyi  and  to 
impress  on  the  general  sense,  an  acquies- 
ceiice  in  the  necessity  of  this  being  a  di« 
vided  empire.  Sitting  for  a  moment,  they 
have  ffiven  judgment  for  eternity.  Let  us 
consider  a  little  their  reasons  for  this 
judgment.  One  of  the  first  observations 
which  these  petitions  contain,  is,  that  the 
tone  which  the  Catholics  have  assumed 
renders  it  unwise  to  grant  their  claims. 
But  that  is  not  the  question.  We  are  not, 
in  the  parliament  of  the  united  empire, 
entering  into  an  examination  of  the  argu* 
ments  which  may  have  been  urged  in  this 
or  that  body.  We  ar^  not  enquiring  whe* 
ther  Mr.  A.  or  Mr.  B.  may  or  may  not 
have  spoken  too  freely.  What  has  the 
conduct  of  any  particular  assembly  to  do 
with  the  great  body  of  the  Catholics  ?  The 
question  is,  shall  the  great  body  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  be  emancipated  ?  The 
opponeatsof  the  Catholic  claims  say,  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  emancipated,  because 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  published  a  libel.  But 
this  is  not  a  question  dependent  on  such 
circumstances.  I  do  not  say  that  there 
may  not  have  been  much  warmth  ex- 
hibited in  the  discussion  in  Ireland  ;  bat  I 
BAy  that  the  question  is— -can  yoo,  in  any 
of  their  proceedings,  charge  the  Catholics 
with  want  of  allegiance  ?  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  allegiance.  If  it  can  be  shewn 
Uiat  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have 
diewn  a  disppsltion  advene  to  loyalty. 


then  my  motion  ought  to  be  rejected* 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  there  does  not  ap- 
pear any  disaflection  in  their  proceed- 
ings, in  their  speeches,  or  in  their  general 
conduct,  then  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Irbb  Catholics,  which  was  involved  in 
the  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  army  whicb 

gained  the  victory  of  Salamanca,  should 
e  followed  up.  m  its  full  and  genuine 
spirit ;  and  the  Caiholics  of  Ireland  should 
be  considered  as.  entitled  to  the  same  civil 
liberties,  as  the  other  loyal  subjects  of  hia 
Majesty's  empire  have  a  natural  and  legal 
right  to  possess. 

Having  thus  stated  the  question  to  b« 
one  of  allegiance,  let  us  proceed.  Sir,  to* 
examine  how  the  Anti-Catholics  have 
made  out  their  case.  They  say,  that  the 
Catholics  desire  political  power.  Why 
should  they  not?  Why  should  they  be 
sentenced  to  utter  and  hopeless  exclu* 
sion  from  all  political  power?  But«Sir, 
the  Catholics  have  not  applied  for  political 
power.  They  have  applied  for  political 
protection  ;  and  .  no  '  farther  for  poli- 
tical power  than  as  political  power  is  in- 
separable from  political  protection.  The 
Catholicvfaaving  given  pledges  of  their 
allegiance,  desire  not  to  be  bound  in  fet- 
ters, from  which  their  fellow-subjects  are 
free  ;  they  desire  not  to  be  taxed  without 
their  own  consent ;  they  desire  not  to  be 
tried  by  persons  who  are- exclusively  par- 
tizans<*not  only  partisans,  but  who  are 
actually  covenanted  against  them.  To 
the  enquiry,  '  What  is  your  wish  ?'  they 
reply, '  We  wish  for  our  liberties.  We  do* 
not  demand  this  or  that  office,  but  we  de- 
sire to  possess  our  just  civil  qualifications.' 
Do  you  understand  them  ?  Is  this  ambi- 
tion ?  If  it  is  ambition,  then  was  Magna 
Charta  ambition— then  was  the  Declara- 
tion of  Rights  ambition.  Protection,  not 
power,  is  the  request  of  the  Catholics. 
The  Catholic  petitioners  ask  for  protec- 
tion; it  is  the  Protestants  who  ask  for 
power.  Tfie  Protestants  ask  for  tl\e  as- 
cendancy of  their  sect— the  Catholics  ask 
for  the  ascendancy  of  the  law.  Let  me 
repeat,  that  I  wish  to  treat  the  Protestants 
with  all  poAible  respect.  It  is  natural . 
that  they  should  be  tenacious  of  their  pe- 
culiar privileges.  But,  unquestionably, 
they  desire,  by  their  petitions,  to  keep  ell ; 
the  patronage  of  Ireland  in  their  hanas,-* 
to  maintain  a  continued  ascendancy— to 
govern  the  other  sects  in  the  covntry ; 
while  the  Catholics  only  desire,  in  their 
petitions,  that  the  whole  should  be  go- . 
verned  by  ao  equ»l  law.<v»The  Protesunt . 
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pettttonen  assert^  that  the  CathoHcf  want 
power,  in  order  to  make  laws  for  the  Pro- 
testant chprch.  No,  they  only  desire,  as 
I  have  before  stated,  not  to  be  taxed  with* 
oat  their  own  consent^-not  to  be  tried  by 
partizans,  nor  jartes  called  by  partisans. 
Their  prayer  is,  that  the  Protestant  church 
thonld  be  governed,  not  by  Catholics,  bat 
by  Protestants;  for  the  Catholics  know, 
and  the  Protestants  know,  that  onder  ilny 
circamstances,  and  after  any  concessions, 
the  majority  in  this  House  mast  be  Pro- 
testants, and  that,  by  that  majority,  the 
laws  for  the  Protestant  church  must  be 
made.  But  the  members  of  the  Protes- 
tant church,  who  have  petitioned  us,  de- 
sire to  make  laws  exclosively  for  the  Ca- 
tholic church.  They  wish  to  controol  the 
conscience  of  the  Catholic,  as  well  as  to 
bind  him  in  other  respects.  They  are 
willing  to  receive  the  tithes  of  the  Ca- 
tholic labour,  but  they  desire  to  exclude 
the  Catholic  from  a  participation  in  the 
blessings  of  the  constitution.  Their  argu- 
ment is  this,  *  the  persons  who  regulate 
the  Protestant  Church  should  be  of  that 
Church/  Why,  then,  all  the  Scotch 
members  of  this  House  ought  w  be  sent 
away.  Alt  who  do  not  profess  to  hold 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  England 
ought  to  be  sent  away.  The  tendency  of 
the^argument  of  these  gentlemen  is,  that 
we  ought  to  have  a  church  government. 
But  ours  is  not  a  church  government,  it 
is  a  representative  government:  it  in- 
cludes all  classes,  all  religions,  all  descrip* 
tions  of  persons,  except  the  Catholic  and 
the  churchman.  The  principle  on  which 
these  gentlemen  insist  will  prove  fatal. 
If  you  confine  the  enjoyments  of  the  cou- 
stitution  to  the  limits  of  the  church  of 
England,  yon  will  endanger  the  empire; 
if  you  extend  it  to  all  religious  persua- 
sions, you  will  place  the  empire  in  a  state 
of  security. 

The  parliament  is  justly  called  imperial. 
It  is  not  a  partisan.  The  Catholics  of 
Ireland  make  a  part  of  the  third  estate.  Is 
it  not  so  ?  Is  not  the  great  body  of  electors 
in  Ireland  Catholic  ?  Does  it  not  follow  that 
a  part,  and  that  no  inconsiderable  portion, 
of  the  third  estate  is  already  Catholic  ? 
And  can  we,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that 
thir  is  incompatible  with  the  genuine 
principles  of-the  British  constitution  ?  But 
the  fact  is,  bir,  that  the  Protestants  will 
and  must  have  the  ascendancy  in  the  state. 
The  great  population  of  the  empire  is  Pro- 
testant— the  great  property  of  the  empire 
it  Protestant.     Tbii  aicendancy  the  Pro- 


testants have  a  right  to  possess,  bnt  they 
ought  to  possess  it,  not  by  the  exclosioa 
of  their  fellow  subjects  from  a  participa- 
tion of  civil  liberty*  bnt  in  virtue  of  their 
superior  numbers  and  property. 

Sir,  in  the  provision  for  the  royal  autho- 
rity being  exclusively  Protestant,  the 
Protestant  interest  has  another  great  and 
wise  security  for  the  maintenance  of  its 
ascendancy.  The  admission  of  the  Ca- 
tholics to  their  civil  rights  will  be  entirely 
coexistent  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
Protestant  ascendancy  ;  and,  by  granting 
that  admission,  you  will  streng^then  and 
fortify  the  whole  empire.  To  grant  the 
Catholics  their  privileges^  will  be  to  iden- 
tify the  people ;  for  it  is  by  granting  them 
their  rights  that  you  must  expect  to  iden- 
tify them,  and  not  by  keeping  them  in 
chains.  To  grant  the  Catholics  their 
privileges,  maintaining  the  jast  ascend- 
ancy of  the  Protestants*  will  be  much 
more  effectually  to  support  the  state, 
and  much  more  effectually  to  support 
the  church,  than  either  can  be  supported 
by  a  monopoly  of  power,  and  without  that 
identification  of  the  people  of  the  two 
countries,  which  ^uch«  measure  alone  can 
insure* 

Superficial,  indeed,  are  the  arguments 
of  the  opposers  of  emancipation.  They 
think  that  the  admission  of  five  or  six  in- 
dividuals (such  men  as  lord  Fingal,  and 
other  enlightened  members  of  the  Catholic 
body)  into  parliament,  will  be  productive 
of  injurious  consequences,  but,  to  the  alien- 
ation of  four  or  five  millions  of  persons 
out  of  parliament  they  attach  no  impor* 
tance ! 

Aright  lion,  gentleman  has  talked  of 
the  pains  and  penalties  which,  as  he  thinks, 
were  justly  inflicted  on  the  Catholics  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution.  They  were 
not,  however,  the  e&ects  of  the  Revolution, 
but  took  place  long  after  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne.  As  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
Catholics  from  political  power,  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  that  was  not  sa 
original  idea  at  that  period,  but  arose  oat 
of  and  was  founded  on  the  fabricated  plot 
of  Titus  Oates,  the  severities  occasioned 
by  which  were  even  mitigated  at  the  Re- 
volution. And  will  parliament  make  the 
madness  of  that  time  the  rule  by  which 
the  liberty  of  their  fellow-subjects  is  to  be 
regulated  at  all  times ^  'But/  tay  the 
Anti-Catholics,  '  toleration  in  England  is 

freater  than  in  any  other  country.'    Sir, 
know  very  well,  that  the  principles  of 
every  established  church  are  m  some  d«« 
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greelfoitiletiXoleratfofi:  there  is  «earce)y 
any  charch  which  wtii  colerate  so  exten- 
Mv9\y  and  Itberftll}'  as  a  vise  parliament 
ought  to  do ;  but  when  h  is  maintained 
that  toleration  in  England  exceeds  that  of 
any  other  coontry-*^hat  it  is  perfect-^I 
mast  de^fare  my  opinion  to  be  the  reverse. 

Abroad,  in  Catholic  countries,  persons 
pi^fossing  a  difl^rence  of  religioas  senti* 
fiients,  enjoy,  not  only  toleration,  but  qua- 
lifioatton — at  home,  hi  a  Protestant  conn- 
lry>  persons  professing  a  diiTerence  of  re* 
ligloas  sentiments  are  not  only  disquali- 
liod,  bat  hardly  tolerated.  Aoroad,  sec- 
taries enjoy  toleration,  apited  with  qualifi* 
catkm— here,  they  haire  a  scanty  tolera- 
tioDy  anited  with  pains  and  penalties. 

In  France,  for  instance,  no  man  is  dts- 
qiMiified  on  account  of  his  religious  opi- 
nions.   In  Hungary,  toleration  and  quali- 
^eation  are  completed.    I  will  read   an 
edict  issued   by  the  Huifigarian  diet,  in 
1701.     It  declares,  **  that  ail  persons  shall 
have  free  exercise  of  their  respectlTe  re« 
ligions,  with  full  liberty  to  build  charches, 
erect  steeples,  foand  schools,  form  church- 
yards,  &c.    without   impediment."     So 
iBOch  for  religions  toleration  !   Now  for 
civil  qualification.   .The  edict  proceeds  to 
say*  that  '*  the  pobKc  charges,  offices,  and 
honoors,  high  or  low,  great  and  small, 
shall  be  given  to  native  Hungarians,  who 
deserve  well  of  their  country,  and  who 
«re  competent  to  hold  them,  without  any 
regard    to  their    religious  persuasions. ' 
This  is  the  declaration  of  a  Popish  diet. 
This  proceeds  from  one  of  those  nations 
which,  according  to  the  Anti-Catholics, 
basno  idea  of  toleration,  as  compared  with 
this  coaatry !    This  Catholic  government 
givea  not  only  toleration,  but  qaalification, 
and  the  Catholic  church  acquiesces  in  the 
gtft.     We  give  toleration  without  qualifi- 
cation ;   and  we  accompany  that  tolera- 
tion wttb  pains  and  penalties.    The  Anti- 
Catholic  petitions  require,  that  those  pains 
and  penalties  should  be  continued.    The 
petitioners  seem  totally  ignorant  of  the  real 
ataie  of  things.    They  declare  generally 
(mayors  and  corporations)  that  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Catholics  are  the  same  as  they 
were  at  the  worst  of  times.  They  state,  and 
Ihey  state  it  after  the  demolition  of  the  Va- 
tlctn-^stfter  the  prostration  of  the  inquist- 
tiofi— after  the  fall  of  the  Pope,  that  religioas 
toleration  and  that  civil  qualification  ought 
not  to  be  granted,  which  is  allowed  in 
-every  great  country  in  £urope,  England 
••eMcepied.    They  assume  that  to  be  true 
in  argument  which  is  false  in  fact.    They 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 
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quote  Catholic  writers,  who  have  said  that 
the  fathers  and  they  hold  the  same  opi- 
nions; and  on  this  the  Antf«Catholics 
found  a  monstrous  mis-statement.  . 

Sir,  the  Catholics  of  the  present  day  have 
evinced  their  principles  by  their  oaths* 
They  have  abjured  every  criminal  tenet  at* 
tributed  to  their  ancestors.  In  taking  ad 
e^th,  framed  by  a  Protestant,  enacted  by  a 
Protestant  parliament,  and  going  into  the 
mtnutise  of  rejection,  the  Catholics  have  ac- 
quitted themsQives,  by  a  solemn  obligation^ 
of  the  principles  formerly  imputed  to  them. 
They  nevertheless,  msintain,  that  there  is 
no  difference  of  opinion  between  them 
and  their  ancestors,  because  they  maintain, 
that  their  ancestors  were  charged  an* 
jtfstly  with  entertaining  criminal  opinions. 
This  defence  of  their  ancestors  has  been 
converted  into  a  crimination  of  them- 
selves; and  they  are  suspected  of  main- 
taining doctrines,  an  adherence  to  which 
they  deny  on  oath. 

It  is  said,  by  the  Anti-Catholics,  that 
the  Catholics  have  been,  and  are  always 
the  same.  The  Catholics  allow  that  ft 
true  Catholic  was  and  is  always  the  same ; 
but  tbey  add,  that  a  criminal  Catholic  is 
not  a  true  one.  **  But  the  Catholics  are 
enemies  to  the  Church  of  England."  Be* 
lieve  me.  Sir,  it  is  a  very  hasty  and  im- 
prudent assertion  ;  it  is  one  calculated  to 
make  the  Catholics  that  whicli  they  are 
not— enemies  to  the  Church  of  England. 
If  it  proceeds  from  high  authority,  it  might 
be  seriously  dangerous;  but  coming  as  it 
does,  from  persons,  however  respectable^ 
whose  opinions  are  not  entitled  to  very 
serious  consideration,  it  may  be  compara- 
tively innoxious.  Sir,  why  shoald  the 
Catholics  be  enemies  of  the  church  of 
England?  If  the  endeavours  of  the  Ca- 
tholic to  obtain  his  civil  liberties  be  op- 
posed by  the  church  of  England,  then  it  is 
not  the  Catholic  which  is  the  enemy  of  tho 
church  of  England,  but  the  church  of  Eng- 
land which  is  the  enemy  of  the  Catholic. 

What  is  it.  Sir,  which  is  to  make  a  Ca- 
tholic an  enemy  to  the  church  of  England  ? 
Is  it  his  doctrme  ?  fs  it  the  doctrine  of 
penance, of  absolution,of  extreme  unction  ? 
The  affirmative  would  subject  the  affirmer 
to  the  most  just  ridicule  and  scorn.  So 
much  for  the  hostility  of  the  Catholics  to 
the  church  I  '  But,'  it  is  said  further, '  the 
Catholics  are  enemies  to  the  state/  [Some 
honourable  memberson  the  other  side  of  the 
House  observed,  that<  they  were  so  '  in 
principleF'j-^In  prirfciple  !  Sir,  1  deny  it. 
How  are  princi^es  to  be  ascertained  but 

(SC) 
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by  actions  ?  If  they  are  enemies  to  the 
stale,  let  us  go  into  the  committee  ;  and 
jet  those  who  allege  that  the  Catholics  are 
enemies  to  the  state,  support  their  allega^ 
lions  by  evidence.  If  they  plead  the 
canons  of  the  council  of  Lateran,  of  Con- 
stance, of  Trent,  1  will  produce  authority 
of  a  much  higher  description ;  I  will  ad* 
duce  the  testimony  of  the  parliament  of 
the  united  empire.  I  will  quote  the 
thanks  of  that  parliament  unanimously 
voted  to  armies,  of  which  a  Isirge  compo- 
nent part  was  Catholic,  for  the  most  im- 
portant service  rendered  to  the  state. 

Sir,  the  opponents  of  the  Catholics  go 
on  to  assert,  that  they  are  enemies  to  li. 
berty.  What !  the  authors  of  Magna 
Charta  enemies  to  liberty  !  And  have 
^e  Catholics  sliewn  no  other  attachment 
%o  liberty  ?  I  say  that  the  very  Declara* 
tion  of  Rights,  which,  on  the  motion  of 
ihe  right  non.  gentleman  opposite,  was 
read  by  the  clerk,  sufficiently  shews  the 
Attachment  of  the  Catholic  to  liberty  :  for 
what  does  that  declaration  ?  It  does  not 
isnact  new  laws,  but  it  re-affirms  those 
which  the  declarers  found  already  esta- 
blished ;  and  by  whom  were  they  esta- 
blished ?  Who  were  their  authoYs  ?  The 
Catholics-^tbose  alleged  enemies  of  the 
church — tbose  alleged  enejnies  of  the 
state— those  alleged  enemies  of  liberty  ! 
Why  did  the  legislature,  at  the  period  of 
the  Re?olulion,  go  no  further  than  to  de- 
clare the  law  ?  Because  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics bad  not  only  been  friendly  to  liberty, 
l)ut  had  established  the  principles  of  liberty 
by  statute,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  re- 
formers could  not  exceed  their  distinct 
icnactments.. 

Sir»  what  is  the  amount  of  the  charge 
DOW  preferred  against  the  Catholics  ? 
That  they  are  governed  and  swayed  by 
all  those  canons  which,  they  contend, 
,bave  been  grossly  misinterpreted;  but 
%vhich,  howe^aer  interpreted,  thejr  have 
forsworn.  They  are  atcased  of  maintain- 
ing the  deposing  power  of  the  Pope— of 
cherishing  re^icidal  principles,  and  of  as- 
serting the  right  of  perjury.  On  these 
jassumptions,  and  in  this  enlightened  age, 
the  Catholic  is  not  only  not  admitted  to 
the  constitution,  but  formally  excluded 
from  it  Sir,  I  defy  those  who  are  hostile 
..to  Catholic  concession  to  support  their  po- 
sitions by  any  thing  but  by  these  canons 
— nugatory^  contemptible,  obsolete,  and 
.denied  by  the  Catholics  themselves. 
'What  were  the  answers  made  bythe  Uni- 
yjersitie^   of  S^lMianca,   Paris,  Alcala, 


Louvain,  Douay,  and  St.  Omen«  to  the 
questions  put  to  them  } 

**  1 .  Has  the  Pope,  or  cardinals^  or  any 
body  of  men,  or  any  individaal  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  any  civil  aatboritj, 
power,  jurisdiction, or  pre-eminence  what- 
soever, within  the  realm  of  England  ? 

*'  2.  Can  the  Pope,  or  cardinals,  or  any 
body  of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  absolve  or  dispense  with 
hrs  Majesty's  subjects  from  their  oath  of 
allegiance,  upon  any  pretext  whataoever  ? 

"  *S*  Is  there  any  principle  in  the  tenets 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  by  which  Catholics 
may  break  faith  with  Protestants,  or  other 
persons  differing  from  the^  in  religions 
opinions,  in  any  transaction,  either  of  a 
public  or  a  private  nature  }" 

They  were  asked  whether  the  Pope  had 
a  deposing  power,  and  whether  it  was  a 
tenet  of  the  Catholic  religion  to  hold  no 
faith  with  heretics  ?  Sir,  on  >  the  best  au- 
thorities, I  can  assert  that  those  learned 
bodies  were  disposed  not  to  deny,  but  to 
ridicttte,  the  opinions  imputed  to  them — 
not  to  reject,  but  to  sco.rn  them.  They, 
however,  answered,  that  the  pope  had  no 
such  deposing  power,  and  that,  as  to  the 
supposition  that  the  Catholics  would  keep 
no  faith  with  Protestants,  they  were  al- 
most ashamed  to  say  any  thing  on  the 
subject. 

Sir,  a  book  has  b^n  alluded  to,  used 
by  the  students  at  Maynooth ;  and  it  has 
been  adduced  as  decisive  evidence,  not 
only  of  the  criminal  principles  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, but  as  a  proof  of  the  criminal 
principles,  which  the  posterity  of  the 
existing  Catholics  were  doomed  to  imbibe, 
by  its  being  rendered  available  to  the  por- 
pose  of  their  education.  These  criminal 
principles  are  the  authority  of  the  Pope  to 
depose  royal  authority;  the  consequent 
regicidal  disposition  of  the  Catholics,  and 
the  tenet  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with 
heretics.  The  work  I  allude  to.  Sir,  is 
called  Tractatus  de  EcclesiA ;  and,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will  read 
several  passages  to  shew  how  baaelesi 
their  assertions  are;  [The  right  bos. 
gentleman  here  read  some  extracu  from 
the  book  in  question.  They  sUted  that 
Christ  had  not  granted  to  St.  Petor  direct 
'  nor  indirect  power  over  the  temporal  coa* 
corns  of  kingdoms;  that,  by  the  kiogp 
and  emperors  of  states  alone,  the  supreme 
temporal  establishment  of  them  ought  to 
be  held.  That  the  declarations  of  pontifi 
were  not  to  be  considered  as  infallibly 
nor  as  points^  of  faith  which  it  WM  afCfi^ 
sar^  to  salvation  to  b^litvf .J 
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Here,  iheii«  Sir,  is  a  book  which  has 
been  traduced  as  a  coDcentration  of  evils ; 
and  it  appears  thtt  it  enjoins  principles, 
directly  the  reverse  of  those  which  have 
been  ascribed  to  it.  When  such  are  the 
misrepresentations  which  are  circulated, 
the  result  is  not  surprising.  But  there  is 
another  work  of  higher  authority  to  which 
I  wish  to  refer.  I  mean  the  Common 
Prayer  Book  of  the  Catholics.  [The  right 
hon.  gentleman  here  quoted  several  pas- 
sages from  the  Catholic  Prayer  Book ;  the 
tenor  of  which  was,  to  declare  that  no  ge- 
neral council,  much  less  a  papal  consistory, 
had  the  power  of  deposing  sovereigns,  or 
absolving  subjects  from  their  allegiance  ; 
—that  the  Pope  had  no  authority,  direct 
or  indirect,  over  temporal  aiTairs ; — that, 
notwithstanding  any  papal  interference, 
all  Catholic  subjects  were  bound  to  defend 
their  king  and  country,  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  even  against  the 
Pope  himaelf,  should  he  invade  their 
country;  —  and,  that  the  alledged  doty 
of  Catholic  subjects,  to  murder  their 
princes,  if  excommunicated  for  heresy, 
was  impious  and  execrable,  being  con- 
trary to  all  the  known  laws  of  G(Ki  and 
nature.] 

I  have  another  instance  with  which  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  House, 
and  which  will  go  to  complete  the 
chain  of  proofs  which  shew  the  Catho- 
lics are  not  without  principles  of  allegi- 
ance, and  which  will  acquit  them  of  every 
charge  and  imputation  on  their  loyalty. 
I  mean  the  oaths  which  are  prescribed  to 
betaken  by  Catholics  by  the  SIst  and 
9Sd  of  the  King.  The  oath  of  the  3 1st, 
which  most  be  taken  by  Roman  Catholics 
in  England,  runs  as  follows  : 

'*  I,  A*  B.  do  heVeby  declare,  that  I  do 
profess  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

*'  I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  do  abjure, 
contemn,  and  detest,  as  unchristian  and 
impious,  the  principle  that  it  is  lawful  to 
murder,  destroy,  or  any  ways  injure  any 
persons  whatsoever,  for  or  under  pretence 
of  being  a  heretic  :  and  I  do  declare  so- 
lemnly before  God,  that  I  believe,  that  fio 
act,  in  itself  unjust,  immoral,  or  wicked, 
can  ever  be  justified  or  excused  by  or 
ander  pretence  or  colour,  that  it  was  done 
either  for  the  good  of  the  church,  or  in 
obedience  to  any  ecclesiastical  power 
whatsoever :  I  also  declare,  that  it  is  not 
an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith,  neither  am 
I  hereby  required  to  believe  or  profess, 
that  the  Pope  is  infallible,  or  that  I  am 
bound  to  obey  any  prderi  in  iu.owa  na* 
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tore  immoral,  though  the  Pope,  or  any 
ecclesiastical  power,  should  issue  or.direct 
such  order,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  hold, 
that  it  would  be  sinful  in  me  to  pay  any 
respect  or  obedience  thereto :  I  farther 
declare,  that  I  do  not  believe,  that  any 
sin  whatever  committed  by  roe  can  be 
forgiven;  at  the  mere  will  of  any  Pope« 
or  any  person  or  persons  whatsoeTer;  but 
that  sincere  sorrow  for  past  sins,  a  firm 
and  sincere  resolution  to  avoid  future 
guilt,  and  to  atone  to  God,  are  previous 
and  indispensable  requisites  to  establisit 
a  well-founded  expectation  of  forgiveness  J 
and  that  any  person  who  receives  absolu^ 
tion,  without  those  previous  requisites,  so 
far  from  obtaining  thereby  any  remissiod 
of  his  sins,  incurs  the  additional  guilt  of 
violating  a  sacrament ;  and  I  do  swear, 
that  f  will  defend,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  the  settlement  and  arrangement  of 
property  in  this  country,  as  established  by 
the  laws  now  in  being  ;  I  do  hereby  dis« 
claim,  disavow,  and  solemnly  abjure,  any 
intention  to  subvert  the  present  Church 
establishment,  for  the  purpose  of  substi« 
tuting  a  Catholic  establiahment  in  its 
stead ;  and  I  do  hereby  solemnly  swear, 
that  I  will  not  exercise  any  privilege  to 
which  I  am  or  may  become  entitled,  to 
disturb  and  weaken  the  Protestant  religion 
and  Protestant  government  in  this  king* 
dom.— So  help  me  God.'' 

But  the  oath  of  the  33d  of  the  King, 
which  is  particular  to  Ireland,  I  beg  th« 
House  to  pay  every  attention  to : — 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  do 
profess  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

"  I,  A.'  B.  do  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  that  I  will  be  faithful,  and  bear  true 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  King  George 
the  3d,  yid  him  will  defend  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  against  all  conspiracies  and 
attempts  whatsoever  that  shall  be  made 
against  his  person,  crown,  or  dignity:  and 
I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to  oisclose 
and  make  known  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirv 
and  successors,  all  treasons  and  traitorous 
conspiracies  which  may  be  formed  against 
him  or  them :  and  I  do  faithfully  promise, 
to  maintain,  support,  and  defend,-  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  the  succession  of  the 
crown;  which  succession,  by  an  act,  en- 
titled, '  An  Act  for  the  further  limitation 
of  the  crowti,  and  better  securing  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,'  rs,  and 
stands  limited  to  the  princess  Sophia, 
electress  and  duchess  dowager  of  Hano- 
ver, and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  being  Pro* 
teslaats ;  hereby  utterly  renouncing  and- 
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objuring  any  obedience  or  aUegrance  onto 
any  otber  person  claiming  or  pretending 
a  right  to  the  crown  of  these  realms :  and 
i  dp  swear,  that  I  do  reject,  and  detest,  as 
-an  unchristian  and  impious  position*  that 
it  is  lawful  to  murder  or  destroy  any  per* 
iou  or  persons  whatsoever,  for,  or  under 
pretence  of*  their  being  heretics  or  infi- 
dels ;  and  also  that  unchristian  and  im« 
pious  principle,  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept 
with  heretioB  or  infidels :  and  I  further 
declare,  that  it  is  not  an  article  of  my 
faith,  and  that  I  do  renounce,  reject,  and 
abjure  the  opinion,  that  princes,  excom* 
xnunicated  by  the  Pope  and  council,  or 
any  authority  of  the  see  of  Borne,  or  by 
any  authority  whatsoeyer,  may  be  deposed 
or  murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  any  per- 
son whatsoever :  and  I  do  promise,  that  I 
will  not  hold,  maintain^  or  abet  any  such 
opinion,  or  any  other  opinions,  contrary 
to  what  is  expressed  in  this  declaration  : 
and  I  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  beliere 
that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  fo- 
reign prince,  prelate,  state,  or  potentate, 
hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  temporal  or 
civil  jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  or 
pre-eminence,  directly  or  indirectly, 
Within  this  realm  :  and  I  do  solemnly,  in 
the  presence  of  God,  profess,  testify,  and 
declare,  that  I  do  make  this  declaration, 
and  every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain  and 
ordinary  sense  of  the  words  of  this  oath, 
without  any  evasion,  equivocation,  or 
BiMhta]  reservation  whatever,  and  without 
any  dispensation  already  granted  by  the 
Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  see  of 
Rome,  or  any  person  whatever,  and  with- 
out thinking  that  I  am,  or  can  be  acquit- 
ted before  God  or  man,  or  absolved  of 
this  declaration,  or  any  part  thereof,  al- 
though the  Pope,  or  any  other  person  or 
authority  whatsoever,  shall  dispense  with, 
or  annul  the  same,  or  declare  that  it  was 

null  or  void. So  help  me  God/' 

^  Now  I  ask  what  further  answer  you  re- 
quire to  the  charges  urged  against  the 
Catholics?  There  is  a  further^-aa  indict- 
ment or  inform ation*-a  criminal  proceed- 
ing is  the  only  answer.  The  petitioners 
against  the  Catholics  may  say  what  they 
choose  as  to  their  good  intentions,  but 
with  respect  to  the  pamphlets,  which 
charge  them  with  murder  and  treason  as 
their  creed,  tliey  must  charge  them  with 
perjury  also.  If  such  a  pamphlet  were 
written  against  my  lord  Fin  gal  or  sir  Tho- 
mas Bellew,  the  printer  would  say  in  vain 
that  he  did  not  mean  such  an  imputation. 
Suppose  lord  Fingal  sboold  indict  the  au* 


thor,  would  he  be  saffered  to  ppodoee  the 
canons  in  his  defeoco  ?  Would  ny  l^rd 
Elienborough  or  any  other  j«idga,  snfier 
him  to  extenuate  the  oSeoce,  by  ciiia^ 
the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Constaiioct, 
or  the  counqil  of  Trent  ?^No  I  Bat  ibe 
author  might  urge  in  his  defence,  that  he 
had  no  particular  meaniag  injuriooe  to 
lord  Fingal  or  sir  Thomas  Bellew,  but 
only  to  four  millions  of  his  Mi^esty's  Ca- 
tholic subjects.  But  there  is  another  re* 
futation  of  such  a  charge  asainst  the  Ca* 
tholics — the  impossibility. of  its  trath  :  it 
amounts  to  such  a  pitch  of  moral  torpi* 
tude,  as  would  burst  asunder  the  booda  of 
civil  and  social  intercourse;  it  wooid  be 
a  dissolution  of  the  elements  of  society^ 
and  of  the  elastic  principle  which  binds 
man  to  man*  It  is  not  merely  unfounded, 
but  monstrous;  it  is  not  in  the  natart  of 
man,  but  in  the  nature  of  sccts»  which, 
when  they  contend  for  power,  charge 
each  other  with  what  they  know  to  ha 
false. 

But  there  is  vet  another  answer,  which 
some  of  those  learacd  divines,  who  have 
acted  so  conspicaoos  a  part  of  late,  woald 
do  well  to  make  themselves  more  famtUar 
with,  before  they  persist  in  such  monBtveos 
charges  against  their  Catholic  brethren — 
the  Christian  religion.  I  speak  of  iheac* 
count  which  they  give  of  that  religiaa 
when  they  pray — and  then  I  will  give 
their  account  of  the  same  leligioa  when 
they  petition.  In  their  prayer  ibey  wf 
that  their  Redeemer  was  seat  as  aa  alone* 
meut  for  the  whole  human  race,  bat  in 
their  petitions  they  say  that  Ciu-iiliiaa  io 
general  are  monsters.  They  add,  that  the 
Deity  has  been  deaf  to  all  the  aatioos  of 
the  earth  except  this ;  and  that  here  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  reltgioa  is  confined 
to  certain  colleges  and  oorporatieas^^that 
this  is  done  by  certain  barriers«-and  that 
those  barriers  are  nothing  awre  thaa  the 
restrictions  by  which  they  keep  all  the 
power  and  all  the  profit  to  themealvaa. 
He  is  not  the  saaie  God  when  they  fwaf 
and  when  they  .petition,  and  therefeoe  the 
charges  in  this  Petition  mast  be  falae« 

I  beg  here  again  to  profess  great  respect 
for  the  petitioners.  1  hope  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  Catholics  and  IVo« 
testants  shall  he  one  people,  aad  whea 
they  will  act  together  against  a  coamieii 
enemy  in  a  common  cause.  Bat  what  it 
the  proposal  of  these  petitioners?  To  ex* 
clufie  for  ever  a  great  portion  of  their  feU 
low  su|](jects  from  the  constitotian.  Thie 
is  a  pretty  strong  propoaal.    Why  do  thcf 
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make  it?  Became  the  Ctilwltctve  traitors 
end  merdererti  It  is  a  prepesal  to  exdade 
no  fewer  than  one-fifili  of  the  whole  popa* 
Jation  of  your  empire  from  all  political  in- 
fkence.  J  say  if  yea  allow  these  things  to 
go  on-«>if  yon  do  not  pal  a  stop  to  this 
torrent  of  contamely»  yon  will  scold  these 
unfortmiate.  men  eot  of  all  connection 
with  you.  Bet  it  becomes  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament  to  consider^  not  whe« 
Iher  any  causes  of  dacord  unfortunately 
exist,  but  whether  you  have  the  elements 
of  concord  within  your  power. 

Yon  say  on  the  one  part,  that  there  are 
legitimate  ofaiectionSf  and  you  enumerate 
the  evils  which  may  arise  from  the  re- 
moval of  the  disqualification  of  the  Catho- 
lics. But  n  great  portion  of  the  Protes- 
tMits  of  Ireland  have  not  seen  those  evili. 
They  have  petitioned  in  favour  of  the  Ca- 
tholics. I  have  a  book  filled  with  their 
names  in  my  pocket.  I  know  diet  it  will 
be  aaid  again,  that  tbe  Catholics  insist  on 
conditions.  I  will  net  take  this  argument 
—you,  the  Parliament,  are  to  frame  your 
Bill,  and  to  propose  your  conditions — the 
Catholics  do  not  see  what  security  they 
ought  to  give*— they  say  that  they  have 
already  given  every  security ;  though  a 
synod  of  their  oisbq^  has  declared  that 
they  hnve  no  indisposition  to  every  mode 
of  conciliation*^'  We  seek  for  nothing,' 
4ay  they,  '  bnt  the  integrity  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  ;'  but  every  thing  which 
does  not  trench  on  the  security  of  their 
chuMb,  or  which  is  necenary  for  3^00, 
they  are  ready  to  grant  yea.  They  are 
against  making  their  liberty  a  conditional 
boon;  thev  do  not  see  the  neceuity  of 
what  yen  demand^  bnt  they  will  give  you 
every  aocority  yoa  think  necessary,  pro- 
vided it  does  not  derogate  from  the  rights 
of  their  nharch*  Th^,  I  say,  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Catholics  and  the  righto  of  the 
Protestant  chorch  are  perfectly  consistent, 
and  parliament  should  find  the  means  of 
teceociling  them. 

GiTo  me  leave  to  say,  as  to  the  Anti- 
Catbotic  petitioners,  that  many  of  them 
do  not  profess  themselves  hostile  to  the 
prineipley  bnt  anxious  about  the  mode  of 
exteaaing  those  rights  claimed  by  the 
Catholics.  They  do  not  say,  *  esclode 
tbe  Catholics,'  bnt  do  not  admit  theCatho- 
lies  nnlem  yon  take  care  of  our  religion. 
I  do  not  say,  that  I  am  obliged  to  agree 
that  the  church  of  England  is  an  enemy 
to  tbe  libMy  of  tbe  Catholici^still  less 
that  tbe  people  of  Ensland  are  enemies  to 
li^ir  lifanr^*-ao  far  from  it^  that  I  woold 
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Kttle  fiiar  to  repose  the  ^estion  on  their 
good  sense  end  sober  integritT.  I  lo  be- 
lieve, that,  if  they  thought  their  reBgion 
was  safe,  they  would  be  among  the 
warmeat  firiends  of  the  Gstbolica.  ibe 
only  point,  then,  is  the  security  of  the  Pro» 
tesunt  church,  and,  for  that,  they  have 
pointed  out  the  meaas— they  have  no 
right  to  say  thai  they  are  the  only  iudgea 
of  the  conditions  to  be  imposed,  or  who  nre 
to  tell  you  that  you  can  only  save  ihe 
church  of  Sngland  by  denying  their 
preyers  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  -Yeai 
shall  have  declared,  in  the  strongest  asan^ 
ner,  all  the  securities  you  can  ask;  yon 
shall  have  the  crown  and  its  sucoessiett 
confirmed,  as  Inndamental,  nnalienablok 
and  sacred ;  you  shall  have*  the  episcopal 
church  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland^ 
as  cstablidied  by  law. 

Some  of  the  petitioners  against  ^e  Ca* 
tholics,  desire  the  separation  to  be  eternal ; 
I  wodld  secure  the  church  and  theetate  by 
identification ;  they  woold  do  it  by  pa- 
tronage—I by  onion.  I  would  elieoi  every 
object  by  bringing  in  a  Bill,  which  should 
contain  such  provisions  as  would  guard 
the  rights  of  the  church,  and  the  colleges^ 
and  the  corporations;  and  I  would  leave 
other  provisions,  to  be  filled  up  by  others 
in  the  committee,  provided  they  were  not 
filled  op  in  such  a  manner  'as  10  qualify, 
or  rather  to  neutraliae,  the  liberty  yon 
were  conceding,  or  to  displace  the  giU 
yon  were  bestowing.  Such  a  measure  I 
think  practicable,  and  I  know  it  to  be  de* 
sirable.  This  preamble  I  would  malce  a 
CQvenant  of  concord,  in  which  I  would 
urge  the  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  all 
animosities,  national  and  religious. 

The  two  islands  have  been,  for  two 
centuries,  in  a  state  of  political  contest-^I 
would  put  an  end  to  it— I  would  have  the 
liberty  of  the  press  unrestrained  in  every 
thing  but  one— the  people  should  not 
abuse  one  another  out  of  their  allegiance.' 
They  have  the  French  and  the  Duteh  to 
quarrel  with  abroad,  and  they  may  quarrel 
with  ministers  at  home,  or  if  they  do  not 
like  that,  they  may  attack  the  opposition : 
But  they  should  never  wage  war  against 
each  other.  It  is  a  system  which  yon 
cannot  put  an  end  to  too  soon — you  are 
one  people-*-you  have  but  one  interest— 
the  outcry,  which  is  raised  among  you,  is 
neither  the  voice  of  religion,  nor  the  voice 
of  nature,  and  it  cannot  be  appeased  too 
soon.  I  would  therefore  propose  as  a  first 
step,  that  the  House  should  go  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Catholic  olaims,  agreeably 
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to  the  Retolotion  of  the  last  parliament, 
and  I  would  now  read  the  resolution 
.which  I  should  bring  forward  in  the  com- 
inittee  as  the  foundation  of  a  bill.-^ 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  read  the 
Sesolation  to  the  following  effect,—''  That 
with  a  Tiew  to  such  an  adjustment  as  may 
be  conclusive  for<  the  peace,  strength  and 
aecority  of  the  English  constitution  and 
4be  ultimate  concord  of  the  British  em- 
^re,itis  highly  advisable  to  provide  for 
the  removal  of  the  civil  and  military  dis- 
'qualifications,  under  which  his  Majesty's 
Koman  Catholic  subjects  at  present  la- 
bour, making  full  provision,  at  the  same 
lime,  for  the  maintenance  and  security  of 
the  Protestant  succession  to  the  crown, 
according  to  the  Act  of  Limitations,  and 
for  preserving  inviolable  the  Protestant 
episcopal  church  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  the  church  of  Scotland,  their 
doctrines,  discipline,  and  government  as 
by  law  established/' 

I  now  move,  "  That  this  House  will  re- 
aolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  take  into  its  most  serious  con- 
sideration the  State  of  the  Laws  affecting 
(lis  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to 
auch  a  tinal  and  conciliatory  adjustment 
as  may  be  conducive  to  the  peace  and 
strength  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  the 
stability  of  the  Protestant  establishment, 
and  to  the  general  satisfaction  and  con- 
cord of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects.'^ 

Mr.  William  Edward  Tomline  addrc8.<ied 
the  House,  in  a  maiden  speech,  as  follows: 

Sir;  I  rise,  with  great  diffidence,  on  the 
present  occasion,  conscious  of  my  ina- 
bility to  offer  any  thing,  which  may  have 
the  commendation  of  novelty,  upon  a  sub- 
ject so  repeatedly  discussed  by  persons 
the  most  distinguished  for  talents,  for 
knowledge  and  lor  political  experience : 
— *but,  forcibly  impressed  with  the  variety 
of  consider^ions  it  involves,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  interesu  it  affecu,  being 
no  less  than  the  rights  and  privileges  we 
enjoy  as  Protestants,  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
duty  which,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
feel  myself  called  upon  to  perform,  be 
eontent  with  giving  merely  a  silent  vote 
apon  a  question  so  incalculably  moment- 
ous. 

It  is  my  wish  to  avoid  every  expression, 
to  abstain  from  every  argument,  which 
can  tend  to  inereue  jealousiesj  and  in- 
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flame  animosities,  already  far  too  preva^ 
lent  and  too  bitter;  sensible  that  the 
House  will  best  command  the  respect, 
and  insure  the  confidence,  of  the  nation, 
by  a  discussion,  perhaps  the  most,  impor- 
tant which  could  be  agitated  within  iu 
walls,  conducted  without  rancour  eras* 
perity,  of  claims  urged,  on  the  one  hand, 
with  zeal,  but  without  violence,  and  re- 
sisted, on  the  other,  with  firmness,  with 
uncompromising  firmness,  bat  without 
hostility. 

Before  I  proceed  in  the  consideration  of 
the  main  question,  I  am  anxious  to  advert 
to  an  argument,  frequently  adduced  in  its 
support-^viz.  that,  amongst  other  great  au- 
thorities quoted  as  favourable  to  the  mea- 
sure, an  appeal  had  been  always  made  to 
the  opinions  of  Mr-  Pitt  I  am  particu- 
larly anxious  to  state  those  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  draw,  in  some  degree,  at 
least,  a  dififerent  conclusion  from  that  wli^Gh 
is  usually  drawn,  and  to  diminish,  very 
considerably,  the  force  of  an  appeal  to 
the  principles  of  one,  under  whoae.sanc- 
tion  so  many  of  his  strenuous  opponents, 
while  living,  are  now  glad  to  shelter  their 
opinions,  and  to  whom  so  many  of  bis 
zealous  adherents  profess  that  they  are 
willing  to  submit  their  own  judgment.  I 
wish  not.  Sir,  to  enter  into  any  detail  of 
what  passed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1800, 
or  the  beginning  of  the  year  1801,  when 
the  most  able  and  most  virtuous  minister 
who  ever  presided  over  the  cooncila  of  this 
or  of  any  other  country,  was  induced  to 
resign,  because  he  had  not  permission, 
from  a  certain  quarter,  to  propose  any 
measure  the  object  of  which  should  be  to 
enable  Roman  Catholics  to  hold  any  of- 
fice or  situation  of  trust  or  power ;  bQt« 
Sir,  I  may,  I  hope,  be  allowed  to  aay«  that 
it  was  then  generally  known,  that  tbis  re- 
signation took  place  before  any  specific 
measure  was  actually  proposed— the  end 
was,  upon  principle,  objected  to,  and 
therefore  it  could  answer  no  purpose  to 
examine  into  the  means.  It  is  also  cer- 
tain, that  no  explanation  nor  statement  of 
what  was  really  intended  was  erer  made 
in  this  House,  although  the  great  mao  to 
whom  I  allude  lived  five  years  after  his 
resignation,  and  the  subject  was  frr* 
quently  discussed  in  parliament.  But,  if 
there  were  no  public  avowal  of  his  precise 
intentions,  did  he  ever  communicate  any 
plan  to  his  colleagues  in  office  ?  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  who  now  holds  the 
great  seal,  and  who  is  knows  to  have 
stood  yery  high  in  Mr.  Pitt's  etteem  jod 
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confidellce,  lias  declved  ihat  he  never 
heard  any  {Miriiculars  of  such  a  plan  from 
Mr.  Piu;  and»  if  I  be  not  mittaken,  he 
went  so  far  at  to  say,  that  he-  did  not  be* 
lieve  that  Mr.  i'itt  bad  formed  any  plan— 
and  if,  to  this  positiT^e  declaration*  we  add 
the  silence  of  his  other  colleagues  in  ofiice, 
we  seem  warranted  in  asserting,  that,  in 
reality y  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  plan.  We  all 
know  thai,  upon  every  future  occasion,  be 
discouraged  and  opposed  the  discussion 
of  the  Catholic  claims,  and  that  be  after* 
wards  took  office,  with  an  express  under- 
standing that  he  was  not  to  bring  the 
question  before  parliament. 
•  Jf,  then,  it  be  recollected,  that  the  dif- 
ficulty about  the  Popish  question  arose 
aoddenly  and  unexpectedly  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1800,  when  Mr.  Pitt  had  cer- 
tainly not  so  far  considered  the  subject  as 
to  form  a  definite  plan;  and  if,  with. this 
circumstance,  we  couple  subsequent  facts, 
would  it  be  too  much  to  infer,  ihat  there 
is  a  probability  that  Mr.  Pitt,  after  more 
mature' consideration,  and  perhaps  after  a 
more  full  and  more  correct  information 
relative  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  might,  in 
some  degree  at  least,  change  his  opinion 
respecting  the  importance  or  the  prac- 
ticability of  that  measure,  which  be  once 
had  in  contemplation.^>By  practicability, 
I  mean  its  coniistency  with  the  safety  of 
our  established  church;  a  standard  to 
which  Mr.  Pitt  invariably  referred. — But, 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  this  infer- 
ence, it  seems  undeniable  that  a  substi- 
tute for  the  present  test  was  a  matter  of 
great  difficulty,  even  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  no 
one  will  presume  to  assert,  that  he  ever 
had  in-  contemplation  the  unconditional 
and  anqnalified  repeal  of  all  disabling 
statotea.  His  comprehensive  genius,  his 
almost  intuitive  quickness  in  removing 
obstacJes»  and  in  devising  plans,  upon 
every  subject  to  which  human  intellect 
is  competent^  are  well  known;  and  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  the  proposal  of  a 
plan,  eftctual  to  the  purpose  in  question, 
end  free  from  all  danger  and  objection, 
would  have  been  highly  to  his  honour,  as 
Well  as  a  complete  justification  of  his  con- 
duct. But  he  never  did  propose  such  a 
fdan«-^nd,  after  the  time  to  which  I  el- 
ude, he  never  declared  that  he  believed 
iuch  a  phin  to  be  practicable.  And  who 
^11  hope  to  succeed  where  Mr.  Pitt 
failed  \  Who  will  enforce  the  necessity  of 
perseverance  in  a  measure  which  Mr.  Pitt 
Abandoned  \  Who  will  say  that  that  mea^ 
iBr^  it  inditpeiMuble,  which  llr,  Pitt  con- 


sented not  only  not  to  bring  forward,  wheA 
placed  in  the  responsible  situation  of  first 
minister  gf.  this  country,  but  if  brought 
forward  from  any  other  quarter,  to  resist 
and  oppose  \ 

Reflection  seems  to  have  convinced  Mr« 
Pitt  that  he  had  attached  more  importanc* 
to  the  measure  than  it  really  deserved  | 
for  he  almost  instantly  declared  that  he 
would  never  bring  forward,  nor  soppor^ 
the  measure,  during  the  present  reign. 
Did  this  look  as  if  he  considered  it  as  of 
vital  importance  ?  Or,  if  he  had  considered 
it  of  vital  importance,  and  had  been  con« 
scioHs  of  potfessing  a  plan  safe  and  prao* 
ticable,  would  he  not,  when  he  found  bis 
health  declining,  have  left  it  in  writing, 
to  be  hereafter  adopted  ?  When  circum* 
stances  would  permit,  would  he  not  have 
communicated  it  to  some'  confidential 
friend  ?  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  no 
such  writing  was  left — no  such  communis 
cation  was  made. 

It  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  gentlemen  who  favour  the  popish 
claims  should  wish  to  avail  themselves  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  great  name ;  and  my  anxiety 
that  more  weight  may  not  be  given  to  bw 
authority  than  circumstances  will  really 
justify,  must  be  my  apology  for  having 
entered  into  these  particulars.  The  ad« 
vocates  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
disabling  statutes  cannot  appeal  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  of  this  he  had  no  idea— nor  can  it 
be  said  that  any  one  specific  plan  of  sub* 
stitntion,  which  may  be  proposed,  would 
have  had  his  approbation.  The  utmost 
which  can  be  said  is,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had 
once  a  general  idea  that  a  plan  might  be. 
devised  for  admitting  Roman  Catholici  to 
office,  and  situations  of  trust  and  power^ 
without  endangering  the  constitution; 
but  there  is  no  ground  for  asserting  that 
he  retained  this  opinion  till  his  death  s 
and  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  he 
never  did  form  such  a  plan,  and  that  he 
never  would  have  consented  to  the  re* 
moval  of  these  statutes,  without  substituting 
others  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  afford 
equal  security  for  the  preservation  of  our 
civil  and  religious  liberties. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  that  any  argument,  de* 
duced  from  authority,  however  high,  it 
not  the  argument  which  can  or  ought  to 
determine  the  judgment  of  this  House. 
It  iato  the  expediency  or  the  inexpedien* 
cy,  to  the  danger  or  security  of  any  mea* 
sure,  that  this  House  ought  to  direct  its 
deliberative  wisdom.  Before  1  proceed 
toexamiM  the  nature  end  eSsct  of  these 
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^laimS)  it  it  natiiral  I  sboiild  wish  to  cM 
tllft  attention  of  the  Hoose  lo  the  present 
titoanien  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ire- 
ImkII  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there 
be  any  just  foundation  for  those  arguments 
Jeduced  from  their  alleged  state  of  bon- 
dage and  oppreeiion,  and  for  those  appeals 
lo  enr  justice  and  humanity,  by  which  so 
many  attempts  have  been  made  to  in- 
0oence  our  judgment.  I  am  aware  how 
ditteult  it  most  be  to  counteract  those 
IseKogs  which  the  eloquence  just  exerted 
In  their  behalf  cannot  fail  to  have  excited 
Hi  every  breast;  feelings  which,  were  I 
Boi  convinced  that  the  pictore  which  has 
been  drawn  existi  only  in  imagination, 
I  trust  I  should  ever  cherish  wilh  delight, 
jHid  avow  with  eagerness. 

Sir,  were  we  to  listen  with  impartial 
faliance  npon  the  representations  of  the 
right  boA.  gentleman,  we  should  be  led  to 
bMieve  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land were,  by  us,  condemned  to  drag  on 
a  miaerable  existence,  expelled,  as  it  were, 
from  the  bosom  of  their  native  country, 
aWuggliBg  wftb  all  the  inventions  of  ty- 
tanny,  and  contending  against  all  the  ma- 
clnnatioas  of  persecution ;  neither  secured 
in  tbeir  property  from  plunder,  nor  in 
their  persons  protected  from  outrage; 
b«l  borne  down  with  afflictions,  which  they 
cannot  alleviate,  and  overwhelmed  with 
sorrows  which  they  cannot  avert :  in  po- 
verty, amidst  surrounding  affluence  which 
they  cannot  enjoy;  in  slavery,  amidst 
nniversal  freedom,  from  which  they  are 
excluded ;  in  misery,  amidst  pre-eminent 
blessings,  in  which  they  are  doomed  not 
la  participate. 

Such  is  the  portrait  exhibited  for  our 
eonmiseration,  and  such  the  condition  we 
are  called  upon  to  ankeliorate.  But  can 
my  one,  uninfluenced  by  prejudice,  can 
any  one  untnflamed  by  passion,  for  an 
instant,  contend  that  the  representation  is 
jnst?  On  the  contrary,  are  they  not  go- 
Terned  by  the  same  impartial  laws,  asso- 
ciaied  in  the  same  interests,  and  members 
•f  the  same  community  with  their  Proles- 
lant  fellow-sBbjects  ?  Is  not  every  esn- 
couragement  a&irded  to  their  industry, 
every  regard  paid  to  their  welfare,  and 
every  exertion  made  for  their  happiness, 
equally  with  om'selves  ?  Are  they  not  in 
the  and  istnrbed  possession  ofjibeir  religien  ? 
Is  not  their  hierarchy  protected,  and  are 
they  not,  by  law,  secured  in  the  complete 
observance  and  vnmolcsted  celebraiien  of 
all  their  sacred  riles )  Is  there  not  a  Goi>- 
lege  fennded  and  mainlaNiei  at  the  pnbiic 


expence,  for  the  sole  and  exohistve  pur* 
pose  of  educating  their  youths  according 
to  their  own  principles^  and  inatilliog  into 
tbeir  minds  their  own  doctrinea  and 
tenets  ?  Have  they  not  even  their  share 
of  political  influence,  by  the  unqualified 
admission  to  the  elective  frandiiae  ?  In 
short,  though,  for  reasons  which  vre  shall 
come  to  presently,  the  higher  ruUcs  are 
precluded  from  attaining  wamm  of  the 
most  exalted  stations  of  power  nod  of 
trust,  can  it  be  said  that  the  body  ef  the 
Roman  Catholics  are  not  in  the  perfoct 
enjoyment  of  all  the  accumulated  Meanngs 
of  our  invaluable  constitntion  } 

Without  entering  into  the  neceaaity  of 
a  church  establishment ;  without  arguing 
the  duty,  incumbent  upon  e^^eiy  govern* 
ment,  to  provide  for  its  aecurity ;  becanse 
I  believe  they  are  tr«ths  which  fow,  if 
any,  members  of  this  House  will  be  dia> 
posed  to  deny,  and  without  now  conndcr* 
tng  whether  the  disabilities  which  exist  are 
more  or  less  than  are  essential  for  that 
purpose,  I  will  assert  as  an  incontroverti- 
ble position,  that  no  laws,  enacted  for  die 
preservation  of  the  national  relfgioo,  can 
be  oppressi rCt  no, conditions,  annexed  fee 
the  profession  of  a  diflferent  religion,  caa 
be  unjust,  either  in  a  moral  or  in  a  politi- 
cal point  of  view,  prorided  they  neither 
affect  the  iireedoiB  of  the  subject,  nor  di* 
niinisb  the  security  of  bis  property;  pro- 
vided they  exclttje  him  from  none  of  the 
coaafortB  of  social  life,  and  impoae  no  res- 
traint upon  the  liberty  of  conscience,  k 
has  been  fireqnently  said,  and  cannot  be 
too  often  repeated,  that  all  oflicea  ait 
created,  not  for  the  benefit  of  individaal% 
but  for  the  advantage  of  the  public:  and 
if  the  majority  of  those  whoae  happi- 
ness is  the  object  to  be  promoted,  mi 
whose  sentiments  and  pi inciplca  are  le 
direct  all  the  civil  and  political  regale 
tions,  shall  determine  that,  for  certaro  »• 
tuations  artificially  crealedr  certain  qoah* 
ficatioaa  shall  be  necessary,  those  whs 
shall  be  disqualified  can  have  no  reaseaa* 
ble  cause  to  complain  of  hardships  nor  sf 
any  real  grievance:  they  vamf  indeed, 
with  justice  look  for  protection,  bol  they 
ought  net  to  expect  confidence,  being  d^ 
ficient  in  the  very  foundation  of  voaMtmtt 
-^attachment  to  those  provisiena  whidi 
would  be  entrusted  to  ibeir  caivw 

If,  then,  the  Roman  CathoHca  canast 
claim  theee  concessions  as  a  ngbt^  ia  it 
expedient,  as  an  abstract  qoestien  of  po> 
licy,  that  they  should  be  conceded  ?  Heft 
a  fiild  of  diacussien  opens  lo  oav  vi 
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bodtidless  in  its  e^^tent,  sto  it  is  important 
iti  its  nature  ;  a  labyrinth,  through  which 
we  may  travel  in  safety,  if  we  will 
hearken  to  experience  as  our  guide,  but 
in  v^hose  intricate  mazes  we  may  continue 
for  ever  to  v^ander,  if  we  suffer  ourselves 
to  be  beguiled  by  speculations,  however 
plausible,  of  theories,  however  ingenious. 

I  would  not  hav^  trespassed,  even  for  a 
moment,  upon  the  time  and  patience  of 
the  House,  bv  detailing  those  facts  which 
lo  loodly  atid  so  unequivocally  proclaim 
the  spirit  inculcated  by  the  Koman  Ca- 
thoTic  r6ligipn,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
forcible  and  eloquent  panegyii;ic  I  have 
this  evening  heard,  snd  heard  with  asto- 
nishment, pronounced  upon  that  religion ; 
I  am  far  Aim  wishing  to  sound  an  alarm 
unnecessarily,  but  I  cannot,  when  I  hear 
the  voice  of  history  speak  one  uniform, 
consistent  language,  be  deaf  to  her  warn- 
ings ;  I  cannot  misunderstand  her  admo- 
nitions. I  entreat  those  who  advocate 
the  cause  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  com- 
pare the  persecuting  spirit  of  their  reli- 
gion, with  the  benignant  spirit  of  ours; 
their  principles  favourable  to  despotism, 
with  ours  encouraging  liberty ;  their  ar- 
rogant infallibility  with  our  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  erroneousness  of  human  judg- 
ment ;  their  inquisition  wiih  our  trial  by 
jory ;  their  rod  of  iron  with  our  sceptre  of 
olive ;  and  then  say  whether,  upon  the 
terms  they  propose,  union  can  long  exist, 
or  harmony  can  long  prevail.  Recourse 
can  do  more  be  had  to  the  excuse  which' 
Was  urged  a  few  years  since,  that  any 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  nature  of 
their  principles ;  for,  independently  of  the 
absurdity  of  supposing  that  infallible  doc- 
trines are  liable  to  alteration,  we  have 
now  the  most  positive  and  distinct  assur- 
atices  of  their  own  writers,  that  their  prin- 
ciples ^re  unchanged  and  unchangeable, 
and  therefore  applicable  at  all  times,  and 
to  ail  circurasiances. 

I  have  said,  if  the  proposals  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  are  granted,  harmony  and 
concord  cannot  long  prevail ;  but  will  they 
obtain  even  a  temporary  existence  ?  Will 
the  Roman  Catholic  gain  in  content,  what 
i»c  lose  in  security  ?  Will  even  a  momen- 
tary cordial  conciliation  be  effected  ?  A 
conciliatioil  not  confined  to  the  narrow 
circle  of  those  who  tvill  be  immediately 
benefited,  but  which  shall  be  generally 
tnd  universally  diffused  throueh  the  peo- 
ple }  A  conciliation  which  shall  soften  na- 
tional prejudices,  shall  temper  misguided 
^eal,  shall  still  the  ctaumours  gf  disaffic- 
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tion,  and  shaH  .  beget  coiifidence  and 
friendship  in  the  room  of  jealousy  and  mis- 
trust ?  These  concessions,  it  is  true,  m^y 
add  power  to  the  powerful,  may  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  wealthy,  and  gratify  th^ 
ambition  of  the  ambitious;  but  w.ill.their 
effects  be  ttlt  by  those  who  are  sti'Uffgling 
with  poverty,  perhaps  groaning  under  op^ 
pression,  arisin|^  from  a  t^olally  diflerei^^ 
cause  from  that  of  which*  they  are  taught 
to  complain  ?  The  mansions  of  tjioife  in- 
terested few  who  have  derived  advantage^ 
from  the  successful  result  of  their  pers^ 
verance  giay,  for  a  time,  resound  with  tti9 
celebration  of  their  victory  ;.  but  will  t^9 
feelings  of  gratitude  pervade  the  humble 
dwellings  of  the  poor  ?  I  mean  not,  Sir,  to 
assert  that  there  are  no  persons  who  would 
be  contented  with  the  concessions  in  ques- 
tion, but  I  contend  that  the  number  of 
those  who  feel  any  strong  interest  upoii 
this  subject,  unconnected  with  any  ulte* 
rior  object,  is  exceedingly  small.  On  th^ 
othei'  hand,  what  is  the  number  of  tbos9 
for  whom  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  I 
It  is  no  less  than  the  whole  Protestant  pp« 
pulatlon  of  the  united  empire!  And  i^^hal 
is  the  advantage  proposed  for  the  public  r 
It  is  that  the  public  may  have  the  chance 
of  being  benefited  by  the  .service  of  per* 
sons,  in  a, few' situations,  from  which  they 
are  at  present  excluded !  And  what  is  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  for  the  public  i 
Nothing  less  than  the  destruction  of  our 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  constitution  !  And 
would  it  be  right  to  expose  so  many  to 
danger,  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  so  few  ? 
Would  it  be  wise  to  risk  so  much  for  the 
diance  of  gaining  so  little?  Has  this  or 
the  other  Protestant  House  of  Parliament 
been  foiind  incompetent  to  the  discharge 
of  its  important  duties  ?  Have  there  beei^ 
wanting  Protestants  of  skill  and  courage 
to  command  our  army  or  our  navy  ?  Haver 
there  been  wanting  Protestants  of  learning 
and  integrity  to  preside  in  our  courts  of 
justice  and  equity  ?  Have  there  beea 
wanting  Protestants  of  sound  constitutional 
principles  and  distinguished  political 
knowledge  to  fill  the  great  offices  of  state  T 
The  right  hoii.  gentleman  stated  that 
the  admission  of  Papists,  ipto  all  offices  of*, 
trust  and  power,  will  secure  the  future. 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  Ireland*  I  am 
persuaded  that  none  of  the  seditious  prac- 
tices, of  which  ^Ireland  has  been  the  un- 
fortunate scene,  in  reality  owed  their 
origin  to  any  disability,  to  which  the  Ko- 
man Catholics  were  subject.  We  ough^ 
ever  to  bear  in  mixid  that  all  penai  statutes^ 
"     (SD) 
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pf  every  descripiion,  and  all  the  disabling 
statates,  wbich  apply  to  the  lower  and 
middle  ranlu  of  life^  which  must  consti- 
tute far  the  largest  proportion,  among  any 
set  of  people,  are  already  removed :  they 
can  acquire  property  of  any  descrip- 
tion ;  they  can  pursae  any  profession ; 
they  are  permitted  to  exercise  the  elective 
franchise ;  and  will  people,  who  enjoy  all 
these  valuable  privileges,  which  are  with- 
in their  reach,  rebel  against  the  govern- 
ment under  which  they  enjoy  thehi, 
toerely  because  they  cannot  become  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  or  secretaries  of  state ; 
ilittiations  to  which  it  would  he  ridiculous 
to  consider  them  as  aspiring  ? 
'  Mankind,  Sir,  are  not  thus  keenly,  thus 
tl^emblinely  alive  to  the  feelings  of  others. 
Let  gentlemen  consider  the  conduct  of 
.their  own  tenantry  and  of  the  peasantry  of 
the  neighbourhood  in  which  they  live; 
tmd  let  them  say  whether  Ihey  evier  dis- 
l»>ver  any  symptoms  of  this  quick  seusibi- 
tity,  of  this  readiness  to  fly  to  arms,  and 
to  have  recourse  to  any  means,  however 
Illegal  or  however  violent,  in  support  of 
toy  cause  io  which  their  landlords  or  su- 
periors alone,  were  supposed  to  have  an 
interest. 

That  the  lowest  orders  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  but  ill  brook  a  Protestant  go- 
vernment, is  but  too  true ;  that  they  have 
t>een  so  familiarised  with  discontent  as  to 
be  ever  ready  to  manifest  its  spirit,  as  op- 
pprtaiiity  should  offer,  we  have  had  too 
many  melancholy  examples; — but  it  is 
ttoi  rdr  what  is  commonly  called  Catholic 
emancipation  alone  that  they  have  re* 
hounced  their  allegiance ;  it  is  not  ibr 
Catholic  emancipation  alone  that  they 
bave  invited  a  foreign  enemy  to  their 
•bores ;  it  is  not  for  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion that  BO  many  endeavours  have  been 
been  made  lo  assert  the  independence  of 
Iceland,  and  create  k  total  separation  from 
this  country.  Catholic  emancipation  is  a 
te^m  to  which,  if  they  attach  any  meaning 
at  all,  they  attach  a  very  different  mean- 
ing from  its  general  acceptation  in  this 
<;ountry :  but  li  is  a  powerful  engine,  in 
the  hands  of  a  crafty  priesthood,  and  the 
liiore  dangerous,  from  being  ambiguous 
i^d  undefined  in  its  precise  signification — 
si  stalking  horse  to  mislead  the  ignorant, 
t6  deceive  the  moderate,  and  blind  the 
^ell  disposed ;  but  whose  concealed  poi- 
son is  well  understood  by  the  turbulent 
and  disaflectecJ :  and,  if  attained,  it  will 
be  the  ground  for  insisting  upon  farther 
Encroachments,  a  step  towards  >ht  ulti- 
0iat^  fliffilAeat  of  their  wishes* 


The  events  of  the  last  forty  years  most 
abundantly  prove  that,  if  concessions 
would  gratify  their  wishes,  if  lenity  would 
insure  their  gratitude,  or  kindness  conci* 
liate  their  affections,  there  would  now 
havejbeen  a  noble  and  generous  ardour 
amongst  them  to  prove  that  their  hearts 
were  as  closely  united,  as  their  interests 
are  inseparably  interwoven  with  this 
country  :  but  every  indulgence  has  beea 
the  parent  of  fresh  demands,  and  success 
has  only  encouraged  their  ambition ;  not 
content  with  the  repeal  of  all  the  penal 
*  laws,  not  satisfied  with  the  enjoyment  of 
greater  privileges  than  any  Catholic 
state  ever  allowed,  'either  individually 
or  collectively,  to  persons  of  a  dtfiereat 
persuasion,  they  boldly  arraign  the  ja»* 
tice  of  the  state,  for  insisting  upon  the 
continuance  of  any  civil  distinctions, 
though  so  wide  a  difference  must  exist  in 
all  spiritual  matters.  They  disdain  the 
language  of  petition  and  assume  the  tone 
of  demand;  they  enjoy,  as  a  right,  the 
privileges  which  have  been  conceded,  and 
scorn  all  idea  of  obligation.  They  no 
longer  ask^  as  an  indulgence^  but  claim  as 
their  undoubted  right,  a  right  inherent  in 
them  as  British  subjects,  the  unqualified 
repeal  of  all  disabling  statutes,  the  un- 
qualified abolition  of  all  religious  tests! 
But,  while  the  faith  which  a  man  may 
profbssj  shall  be  considered  as  having  any 
influence  upon  his  general  conduct,  while 
soundness  in  religious  principles  shall  be 
allowed  to  be  the  best  security  for  moral 
integrity,  and  the  most  powerful  incentive 
to  an  active  and  conscientious  discharge 
of  every  social  and  political  duty,  so  long 
may  we  hope  that  some  religious  test  will 
be  required  from  those  who  are  placed  in 
the  most  important  public  situations,  and 
are  entrusted  with  the  protection  smd  sup- 
port of  our  invaluable  constitution  ! 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,  in  any 
thing  which  I  have  said,  as  involving,  in 
indiscriminate  censure,  the  whole  mass  of 
the  Roman  Catholics ;  far  be  it  from  mt 
to  draw  no  distinction  between  passive  in- 
struments and  active  leaders—- far  be  it 
from  me  to  include,  in  the  same  sentence, 
the  deluded  victims  of  ignorance  with  the 
daring  abettors  of  wickedness.  It  is  not 
the  people  of  Ireland  whom  I  would  re- 
proach, chained  as  they  are  by  implicit 
obedience  to  their  spiritual  guides;  it  is 
not  the  people  of  Ireland  whom  I  would 
fear,  were  they  not  subservient  to  the  same 
controlling  influence.    Those  only  would 

I  reproach  who  have  not  igooraoca  ia 
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plead  in  their  excase,  bat  who  penrert  the 
sdvantaget  of  tdttcation,  and  abuse  the 
talents  of  nature ;  who,  too  well  aware  of 
their  unbounded  authority  over  the  feel* 
ingaof  the  people,  employ  it  for  the  worst 
of  purposer;  who  exasperate  enmities, 
when  they  might  heal  dissentions ;  who 
encourage  disaffection,  when  they  might 
enforce  obedience;  and  who  studiously 
kindle  into  a  flame  erery  latent  spark  of 
discontent,  which  they  might  extinguish, 
and  lull  the  minds  of  the  q^eople  into  tran- 
quil submission. 

Even  if  there  were  no  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  these  concessions,  still  I 
ahouM  feeV  it  my  doty  to  oppose  this  mea- 
aure,  because  1  think  that  the  state,  which 
has  established  a  national  religion,  is  im^ 
perati?ely  called  upon  to  encourage  that 
religion;  because  I  think  that  the  legisla- 
ture ought  not  to  preserve  a  neutrality 
between  a  religion,  which  it  supports,  and 
a  religion  which  it  only  tolerates ;  because 
I  think  it  ooaht  not  to  manifest  an  indif- 
ference and  deal  out  its  favours  indiscri- 
minately to  those  whose  principles  it  ap- 
proves, and  these  whose  principles  It  con- 
demns; but  that  it  is  lK>und,  in  gratitude 
and  duty,  to  repute  a  superior  confidence 
and  evince  a  decided  preference  towards 
those  whose  steady  attachment  preserves 
its  stability  and  insures  its  permanence* 

Much  has  been  aaid  about  the  power 
and  numbers  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  as 
inducements  to  conply  with  their  pre- 
teostons;  into  this  part  of  the  aabject  1 
will  not  enter  at  all.  I  will  not  examine 
whether  their  nombera  have  not  been  ex- 
aggerated and  their  power  magnified ;  I 
will  only  ask  whether  those,  who  are 
averse  to  the  measure,  are  not  decidedly 
more  numerous  ?  I  will  only  ask,  whether 
they  are  not  infinitely  more  powerful  ? 
'  The  PhHestanta  of  the  empire  are  not 
indfftereiit  to  this  great  question,  but  they 
look  with  confidence  to  the  decision  of 
this  Hooae,  appointed  as  we  are  by  them, 
the  legal  guardians  of  their  constttotiooal 

ahts:  ihev  look  with  confidence  to  the 
snui  pledge  aflfi>rded  by  the  coronation 
oath,  altered  and  reosodelled  aa  it  was  at 
the  lime  of  the  Revolution,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  checking  the  encroachments  and 
curbing  the  power  of  Pbpery :  grateful  and 
oentented  with  the  blessings  they  enjoy, 
theydread  such  innovation  in  the  constitu- 
tion; a  constitoiion,  the  glory  of  this  coon* 
trr,  the  envy  of  the  world  ;  a  constitution, 
which.  Itts  enabled  us  successfully  to  re* 
Mt  external  tioieiic^  and  dooicstie  traa*  1  WhHe,  however,  gentlemen  choose  to  em 
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son.  '  That  this  constitution  has  beei^  pre- 
served  under  the  present  existing  religioue 
tests,  cannot  be  denied;  and,  let  it  be  ever 
remembered,  that  it  has  not  only  been  pre^ 
served,  but  preserved  under  trials  the  most'^ 
likely  to  shake  and  overthrow  any  esta*' 
blished  form  of  government.  Whilt»»  in 
the  last  twenty  years,  almost  every  con« 
stitution  in  Europe  has  been  convulsed, 
and  overthrown,  the  constitution  of  £ug«. 
land,  under  a  Protestant  government,  haa' 
remained  unshaken  and  unimpaired.  The 
glory  of  England,  entrusted  to  Protestant' 
coromandera;  the  power  of  England^ 
under  Protestant  ministers,  have  atuined' 
that  proud  pre-eminence,  which  is,  at 
once,  our  happiness  and  our  boast. 

If  then  we  are  enabled,  under  existing' 
laws,  thus  to  employ  our  resources  and  to 
call  forth  our  energies,  let  us  pause  before* 
we  confide  those  resources  and  those  enen- 
gies  to  persons,  in  whom  our  ancestor^ 
the  founders  of  this  constitution,  had 
found,  from  experience,  they  could  not^ 
safely  be  vested.  Let  us  pause  before  we' 
consent  to  place  power  in  the  hands  of, 
those  who  nave  an  interest  rather  in  be-' 
traying,  than  in  faithfully  watching  over) 
their  sacred  trust. 

But,  Sir,  though'  I  think  that  the  secu«' 
rities  for  the  preservation  of  our  coostitu* 
tion,  provided  by  statesmen  whose  prio*! 
ciples  and  whose  wisdom  are  the  theme  ot 
universal  applause  and  unqualified  praise*, 
securities  sanctioned  and  endeared  to  ua 
by  a  long  and  happy  experience,  are  en-* 
titled  to  our  highest  respect,  and  our  most' 
jealous  care,  yet  I  should  be  far  Iron' 
.urging  the  continuance  of  those  dlsabi*. 
litles,  if  I  saw  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
attaining  the  lame  end  by  any  other  ^ 
means. 

Surely,  Sir,  those  gentlemen  who  are 
such  strenuous  advocates  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims,  ought  long  ago  to  have^ 
come  forward  with  some  specific  pian^! 
and  to  have  been  able  to  shew  how  it  ia' 
possible  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  Roman.' 
Catholics,  without  >ndanxeriM  the  con- 
stitution.    For  myself,  bir,  a&r  the  best ! 
consideration  which  I  have  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject,  I  believe  such  a  plan 
to  be  impracticable;  but  yet  my  mind  ia 
not  only  open  to  conviction,  but  I  feel  a 
strong  SLiid  ^ager  wish  that  such   a  plan 
coulo  be  devised;    and  I  should    listen' 
with  something  more  than  impartiality  to 
any    definite  proposal   which  might  bo 
submitted  to  tnis  House  for  that  purpose. 
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finethemselveft  to  mo.tipps  for  goiPf  intg  ^ 
committee,  for  the  purpose  c^f  wjcing  into 


consideration  these  disabling  statutes,  be- 
ing fully  convinced  that  such  con^iidera- 
tlon  would  be  }.ne$ib({tu^l  to  its  proposei) 
object,  and  onfy  caicufated  to  l^qld  qnt 
delusive  faope;s/i, shall  feel  it  my  duty  to 
oppose  6ucb  motions,  ^hat  has  this 
Bouse  been  dojng  Tor  these  last  twelve 
^eari,  but  coosidering  these  very  laws  ? 
and  here,  Sir,  it'isa.  nttle  curioM3  fo  ob- 
serve accurately  the  eyents  wbicl^  bave 
happened  within  this  ueriod* 

At  first  even  tbe  Papists,  thomselves, 
however  'discontente(!L  hi^wev^r  ai)[fbiti9UB, 
l)'owever  encpul-aged  )^y  former  .^vce?9# 
could  not  fpi^get  th^  said  pfoopis^^'tbey 
had  rnade.T-thj^y  kn^^v  that  tbe  x^lqable 
concessions    of  '  lt^3    had  .  been  .maje^ 
principally,  upon  ^  rc^iiancci  on  tb^ir  pro* 
juises ;  they  feU^Qif^cioq^  of  |be  unworthy 
return  they  had  ^  ipacje.     With  thU  recol- 
lect jon  and   thi^  .cQn»ciou9nes8p  they  at 
flrst*  uVged   their  ^I^ima,.  as  it.were,  with 
hesitation^  and  iyiih  a  sort  of  apprehension; 
lest  the  very  n)|^ntion  of  such  a  ^H(>ject 
should  excitQ  universal  reprobation  and 
opposition,  no^  only  amongst  thps^  who 
were,    upon  principle,    hostile  .(o    t^eic 
claims,  but  in  ,tbf  J^reyt  of  ever^  pne  ^bo 
regarded  the  sfprecin^s^  of  a  pron^i^^  or 
detested  the  b^^epess  of  inffralituda..    Sir. 
tney  quickly  foufiQ  their  cautio^  uc^^ces- 
sarji'/and  ^heir  fj^jprebensioas  grojun^l^s^. 
Tfney  apon  saw, .  among,  their  adKoi^ates, 
persons  of  distingulj^hed  abilities^  ai^d  of 
great  political  influence.     When  persons 
oTtbis  description  had  taken  a  decisive 
part' in  favour  of  the  FapisU,  (lad  pledged) 
themselves  by  t^eir  ^'p^ecpes, .  a9d/caaif 
mitted  themselves  by  tbeirco.nductio\  8^,, 
out  of  parliament,  the  real  leaders,  in  urg- 
ing the  Popish  clairQS,  assymeda  bolder 
hngua^e,  and  a  higber  tone;'    they  ex- 
tended^  their  'vie\vs,^'and   enlarged,  their 
claim.*  Instead  of  petuioning  parliament, 
as  they  fornierly  did^  lor.  sucb  farther  in-, 
dulgence  as  pa^tiamen^  iq  .  its  Wisdom* 
might  tbin£:  m  to  allow,  t^ey  expect  an, 
unreserved  compliajpce  with  all  their  ex< 
travagaiit  deroa^dst     Tbe  re^l  leaders  in 
tbe  JPopish  cause  tiav^  lio  Ipnger  9QnsuU^d 
t^eif  Protestant  advocates,  iatbi^  coi^nti^y, 
1^'  to  tlie  time  or  the  manner  of  petiii^piag 
ttie  legislature,    They  have  rejected  all 
^  advice  ;  and^  instead  of  looking  up  to  |heir 
*  parliamentary    friends     for    iuAtfuctiyos, 
tney«   the  papist^,  have  instjuc^d  their 
parliamentary  friends   to    acoedp  to    no 
terins,  to  listen  to  no  comprom^    JifiA 


yet  tl^o^e  parliamentary  £rteiids  karf  jB»a- 
sented  to  support  these  p^tiii.oni,  fevered 
and  sbacklfsd  as  they  are  iq  tl^e  lia^i  of 
conduct  they  moi^t  porsae  ;  do  loagjsr  the 
managers,  but  the  perforners  of  thp  part 
they  have  nndert^aken  to  play ;  no  longer 
the  principals,  but  the  agents  of  the  causa 
they  still  con^nue  to  defend*  As  far  ^s 
givmg  satisfactioq  to  tbe  Bomaa  Caii^Uc# 
is  concerned,  i>o  po^iiive  ad^anl^ge  can 
arise  froni  soing  ifito  a  comnuttoa  t^  ^:$a« 
mine  whether  aa^f  and  vy^at  subf^itp|e  for 
the  present  t^stf  can  be  foi^fKl.  Tl^  Eo- 
man  Catholics  thepiselves  ^aye  daclared 
t))at  nothing  short  of  oncoadition^l  repeal- 
of  a|)  disfiblii^^  statutes  will  s^^t^fjr  |kea}. 
They  baye  rejected,  all  ^^fn^pt  at  con- 
promise  ;  they  h^ye  prfttfistad  agiuast  all 
idea  of  9ubsti(u^e» 

Sir,  I  arfi  a^  fs^r  as  any  npap  from  brt^^b- 
ing  the  spirit  of  intolerance,  9r  nns^intaiii- 
ifig  the  doctrines  of  persecution,  |  woyl4 
have  our.  conntry  open  widfi  bar  gates, 
and  welco(ue.  s^ll  who  would  en^er ;  pi|t  1 
would  not  tbro^  dpwn  her  wallf»  nor  di- 
minish the  security  of  her  bulwarks*  I 
would  Jiave  her  ^Qbrd  an  asylutn  ^ft  all  who 
fly  tq  her  for  protection ;  hat  I  wioald  aal 
entrust  her  v\}al  interests  to  those  w{io  r^ 
fuse  to  sacrifice  at  ^fie  ^ItHrs  of  her  ^hur^b* 
"  Esto  perp^^oa.''  was  the  motioi  of  oar 
virtuous  a^cest9fs,  tbe  hamper  under  which 
they  fought,, ^ai  \bajr  npugbt  bequeath  it 
unin^paice^  t^  posterity,  ^^et  us,  then,  to 
whom  this  invaluable  i|)herit^cehaa  been 
transmitted*  in  all  its  ganai^tipuri^  and 
pristine  vigour,  guard  ^  ^i^h  the  wna 
watchful  fidelity  ;.  \etus  beaaiaM^t^dwith 
the  same  se^l ;,  \0t  our  bo^opaag^w  with 
tbe  same  affection.^  an^,  afa^ve  all,  kt  us 
not  endanger  ]t%  re  poffu  by  the  V>Uj  aaoi- 
hllation  of  all .  4iitiocti(ms  bai^era  ita 
friends  ai^d  its  enemi/e^^;  lf|t  ua  oat  ea- 
coi^ra,ge  a  rivalry,  ti^»  q^osldaj^gvaua^f 
all ri valriesi,  a  rivalry,  beiween  t^9.co#^4i€l» 
ing' powers  struggling,  upftp  e^unl  it n^ 
for  political  ascendanqyi  a|fd  aggfajp^iedi 
by  all  the  characteristic  vi|rip]b%ca  oC  ra* 
ligioas.aninxQfiity. 

ip  iai^eli  kaowa  thi|t,  fjt,  t||A,  tjn^  of  tka 
Reyolptioiu  aU  the  pjol^ticaJ^  partieig  anA 
ail  ih^  i;eligi9us  si?cMf  inta.wblph'tbft  Prof 
testant  part  of  tb9  qooMiiiinity  «aa  thei^ 
divided,  whatever  nyigb^bje  ihair  oiAliiaL 
animosity  upon,  all  <f$ier  P9iat#»  uniled.ia 
their  exertions  t9  ex<;hii4a.  despotic .  svrar. 
from  our  civil  gPvernBi,enf;,.and«iapro!iik(^ 
ing  for  the  security  of  tha  Cr<^f  4Mt  rrtir 
gion  in  these  reaUns.  .  IqgiWrcaU.upan  alir 
,wbo4infi«f9ly  vilklo  pmnoie  ttiVifoaeraL 
H 
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proportion  of  bit  Idajealy's  •ubjecta  (for  of 
all  claMea  it  ia  ianpoati^le) ;  I  jcbW  ofpon 
^\\  Biicb,  boweYar  dtflbring  ua  the.  mora 
qnimp^kant  poiola  of*  religiout  doetriiiea, 
lioweff r  oppoaoft  lo  eicli  othar,  in  ibeir 
struggles  for  political  InQueBce,  todiacard, 
^  their  apceators  did,  ^U  party  feeling 
upoa  tbi^  naiiooal  qoaiftjon  ;  io  unite,  aa 
they  did,  in  the  same  commoii  eause,  to 
m^nifef^  tbeiaamecoiidial  co-operation  in 
rfsisting  ,a  neaaure  aqually  lieatilq  to  Pco^* 
t^tanUiof  ail  donomioations,  cqoaily  re- 
pugns^at*  49  all  .iba  firinciplea^  however 
ciayersififi«ii  of  every'  fficnd  io  limited  ino«- 
narchy  ;  I  oaUnpoii  them  to  demotttrale, 
\\y  iti(;ir  ir^ta  of  tbiaoigba,  that,  aa  Popery 
if  not  chaogedk  Protaataatism  also  ia  fm^, 
aitere(i«  i      • 

Sir  Robert  Utrofi  ad^refs^d  the  Hpoae^/ 
in  a  quaidentpeqcb,  as  fpUowa :  '    ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  bare  not  beea  abk  Io 
rfwtrain  the  imppbe  vabieh  prompted  me 
tp  avow  the  opinion  I  conadentioiuly  bold 
on  this  iQomentoDa  lafarieat,  at  Icaal,  Sir,  i 
will  eAdeeyeot'  to  meritibie  indulgeace  of 
the.  House  by  the  only  sieatis.  I  posaeas  j 
by  tr^apaaaiqgi  fQi>a  vesy  ibort  tinm^  upon 
ita.  patAtoof  • 

Sill,  the  heaeiiirahle  ^rallemam  wka  im* 
XBed*aieiy  pietedad  me,  alad  who  ipoke 
wiib .  a  degree  of  temper  bad  candour 
Wbicbl  it  aball'be  my  study  to  iautate^  baai 
told  iia  that  we  have  no  right  to  avaHoar* 
selves  of  the  aatbortty  of  Mr.  Pilt,'  cer- 
taialy  a  very  bigkaQtbority,  m  faveuir  of- 
the  Caibolic  eiaiiw,  because  be  baaaa  idea- 
that  Mr«  Pitt  nligbt  possibly,  in  the  latter 
years  •f  bia  life,  have  changed  bis  opinion 
OQ  the  aobject;    yet,  Sir,  as,'eveD  in  bia* 
opiniea   tbia  cirdumstaoce  aaams  Io  be 
doubtful,  and,  aa  be  admita  the  fart  that 
Mr.  I^itl  qeiued  bit  JAqjetty's  sei^lce,  be- 
caoae  bo  wai^  anable  to  carry  tbeise  mea* 
sures  ia  favodr  of  tbe  Catholics,  which  be 
tboo^bi  expedient  to  the  welfare  of  the 
empire,  I  must  say  that  I  think  we  remain' 
eaiitled  to  avaii.ourselvea  of  i-be  auihoriiy 
of  Mr.  Hitt,'tt>  as  great  a  degree  at  tt  has 
ever  been  nbdmed  or  relied  on  by  the  ad- 
vpcatea«of  the  Caiholio  caose, 

■Aroougit  other  obarges  .which  the  bon. 
gentlenwn  l|as  brought  agamA  tbeCa- 
tbolica,  tba  aiost  important  appeara  to  tie^ 
thai  tbeyaK  frienda  to  arbitrary  govern* 
i|ient«  Now^  Sir,  this  eharge,  mqbantly 
gratoitooaly  urgedy  and  almost  aa  offeo 
gsatuitoosiy  received^  appeara,  to  me  to  be 
tMilly  witli9«i  ifbuaditiM*    Ab  leaal  I 


that  the  Proiestaata  bare  shown  tham« 
selves,  in  any  respect,  greater  friends  to 
rational  freeoom. 

Was  Hvflcy  the  ath,  who  effected  iha 
Beformation  from  no  other  motives  thaa* 
those  of  lost  and  avarice,  to  great  a  friend 
to  liberty  ?  Was  the  glorious  queen  Eliza* 
both  so  great  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  or  the  privikgea  of  their  ra* 
prasentatives  ?  The  right  bon.  gentlenlaii 
who  opened  the  debate,  and  wbose  bril- 
liant exertions  H  little  becomes  me  evta 
to  commend,  has  stated  to  you  the  aervicea 
oi  the  Catbolica  at  Runnymedoi  io  favour 
of  liberty. 

•  It  ia  true,  that,  at  the  RevekMion,  4ha 
Catbolica  adhered  to*  JaaMs  the  2mi  9  but 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  Proteatanta 
and'evea  Presbyterians,  were  eqoalty  ac^ 
tacbed  to  him.  It  ia  welt  known  tlwt  tba 
Bevoltttion  was  accomplished  by  a  few 
patriotib  noble*  and  gentry;  and  baA 
James  the  Sod^  al  any  period  belbra  blf^ 
seiDaaid  and  fiaal  departure  from  the  oik 
patal,  sbewl)  the  aliahtcat  degree  of  'Cow* 
rage  or  of  Armaeas,  the  prinoe  of  Or»i»ga. 
might  tbeit  have  Iboagh^  biosaelf  *efi. 
caeatJy  foitunate  if  be  bad  roturued  la 
safaty  to  bis  native  eoantryi  • 

Th  Of  nation  #as  brought  to  aeqaiesoe  Sis' 
the  Revelotmn  by  the  idea  that  their  roli« 
gion  waa 'in  danger,  and  tt  cannol  be  a  sab^ 
jeet  fot'  wonder,  if  the  Catbolica  eootl* 
nue<^  longer  than  the*  rest  of  tba  nation^ 
attached  io  their  bareditary  aionareli^. 
against  whom  no  efiectaal  objjsetioB  waa 
urged,  except  bia  devotioit  Io  ibeir  raK^ 
gion«  The  b  on.  gentleman  oogbt  t#  have 
reoolledled-'that  the  late  reballton  in  Ire* 
land  waa  not'  a  rdigious  war ;  it  was  iba 
stmggle  of  the  conqoereil  ajgainai  the* 
conquerofa;  of  ibe native  Ifitb  agiainst  ihe 
Orange  faction;  it  was  not  coatrivedb^i- 
Catbolics,  and  eve»  the  prinoipel  leaderat 
of  the  jnaorrectioa  are  well  known  to  bava- 
been  Protestants. 

Sir,  L  will«  not  rely  opoo  the  little  infer- 

matioa  I  possess,  bot  h  cannot  recollect  a 

siap'le  instance*  in  history,  of  a  Gatbolic 

nation  having  exchanged  ita  free  condition 

Tur  an  arbitrary  government;  yet  there 

exists,  in  modern  times,  two  atriking  in* 

stances  of  Protestant  nations  having  aoder- 

gone  that  change :  I  need  scarcely  naoM^ 

'  Sweden  and  Denmarlu    Bot  it  baa  al  wayot 

I  been  too  eaay  for  designing  men  to  agiuta 

'the  nation  on  this  subject;   when  other 

pretences  have  been  wanting^  the  wttf- 

loame  of  the  Pbpe  baa  beeib  a^aU4ima% 
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MifficieBt  to  terrify  the  people.  This  un- 
fortonate  pontiff,  trodden  upon  in  France, 
despised  in  Italy,  without  territories,  with- 
out revenue,  abjuring  temporal  power, 
and,  in  fact,  possessing  none,  is  powerful 
only  in  the  British  dominions.  Such,  Sir, 
is  the  weakness  of  our  goyernment,  such 
the  disloyalty  of  our  people,  so  cowardly 
lire  our  soldiers,  so  stupid  and  ignorant 
our  generals,  so  ineffective  is  our  navy, 
that  not  even  our  insular  position  can 
protect  us  from  the  fear  of  this  mighty 
potentate.  But  it  is  a  source,  to  me,  of 
the  highest  satisfaction,  that  this  alarm 
h»s  at  length  subsided ;  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  mislead  the  people  by  exciting 
their  terrors ;  attempts  to  attain  that  ob- 
ject have  not,  on  the  present  occasion, 
been  wanting,  but  they  have  been  wholly 
unavailing,  i  do  jiot  deny.  Sir,  that 
nomeroos  petitions  have  been  presented 
to  this  House  against  the  Catholic  claims, 
■pd.that  many  of  them  are  entitled  to  re- 
spect; but,  of  those  which  carry,  in  my 
mind,  by  far  the  greatest  weighty  (it  does 
not  become  me  to  speak  of  Ireland  or 
Scotland)  of  petitions  from  the  freeholders 
or  inhabitants!  of  counties  duly  convened 
i^y  the  sheriffs,  not  more,  I  believe,  than 
six,  have  been  presented ;  and  those  have 
not  all  beea  adverse  to  the  Catholics. 
.  I  hold  in  my  hand,  Sir,  a  pamphlet 
which  purports  to  be  the  work  of  a  so- 
ciety  which  has  assumed  tfie  \ohy  name 
^f  rrotestant  Union ;  onion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  disunion.  Of  those  who 
<)oinpose  this  society  I  know  nothing ;  it 
does  not  seem  very  proud  of  its  members, 
for  it  has  published  no  list  of  them,  nor  of 
its  committee ;  it  does  seem  proud  of  its 
chairman,  and  with  reason, .  for  his  name 
is  dear  to  humanity.  This  publication 
consists  principally  of  resolutions,  and  of 
^eries  put  to  the  Catholics,  but,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  no  part  of  the  plan  to 
Olbtain  answers  to  these  queries,  the  publi- 
cation is  wisely  made  at  the  very  moment 
when  it  is  likely  to  have  its  full  effect 
upon  the  people,  immediately  before  this 
debate,  and  when  there  was  no  longer  any 
time  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  make 
a  reply  to  it;  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
society  is  on  the  12th  of  this  month. 
.  To  this  pamphlet  is  prefixed  an  Address, 
aofficiently  pompous,  ia  which  the  society 
promises  to  take  the  country  under  its  pro- 
tection, to  direct  the  public  opinion,  and, 
ffopi  time  to  time,  to  afSbrd  that  inforpaa- 
tioUp:  w>tbo^t  which  the  two  Houses  of 
^(tf liamtpt .  i^ost  have  remMed  in  luch 
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miserable  ignorance.  The  first  light, 
however,  which  they  give  u^  is  some- 
what dark,  for  it  consists  of  anonymoof 
letters.  Now,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  think  that, 
when  the  worthy  chairman  has  had  time 
for  cool  reflection,  he  vHll  serioosly  repent 
having  brought  against  the  Catholics,  the 
heaviest  charges,  without  excepting  even 
that  of  murder,  supported  only  by  anony- 
mous letters. 

Sir,  the  clergy  have  not  shewn,  on  thk 
occasion,  any  deficiency  of  xeal ;  their 
exertions  have  not  been  wanting  to  load 
your  table  with  petitions  against  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics*  Bishops  and 
many  high  dignitaries,  some  with  mitres 
OS  their  beads,  and  some,  perhaps,  with 
mitres  m  their  heads,  have  been  active  in 
sounding  the  alarm.  Foremoit  io  tbb 
holy  crusade,  in  the  front  ranks  of  this 
army  of  the  high  church  militant,  atands  a 
reverend  arid  'very  learned  prelate,  from 
whose  former  works  I  have  derived  both 
pleasure  and  instruction  ;  bat  I  moch 
doubt  whether  that,  to  which  I  now  aliode, 
whatever  opinion  gentlemen  may  enter- 
tain as  to  the  talents  which  may  be  dis- 
played in  it,  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
It  will  greatly  add  to  his  reputation  for 
candour.  Is  it  becoming  in  a  prelate  of 
the  mild  Protestant  reformed  chorch  of 
England,  to  thunder  out  his  anathemas 
a|^inst  all  who  may  dare  to  difier  from 
him  in  opinion  ?  Is  it  fitting  that  he  should 
ascribe  their  conduct  to  the  most  profli- 
eate  motives  ?  Can  he  make  no  allowance 
for  those  who,  without  his  talents,  withoot 
his  learning,  may  err  with  the  best  inten- 
tions? Yet  he  has  declared  that  be  will 
trace  the  opinions  of  those  who  advocate 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  to  artfiil  mis- 
representation, specious  liberality,  or  in- 
fidel indifierence.— Sir,  I  will  never  bring 
the  last  charge  against  any  man  withoot 
the  most  clear  and  weighty  proof;  bet  I 
think  i~may,  witboht  subjecting  myself  to 
the  imputation  of  illiberality,  retort  the 
two  first  accusations  upon  the  learned  pre- 
late himself-— he  has  declared  himsen  the 
liberal  friend  of  toleration,  but  his  spe- 
cious liberality  goes  no  further  than  per- 
mitting just  so  moch  toleration  as,  beiof 
already  granted,  he  can  no  longer  with- 
hold:  and  he  pretty  clearly  inainoates 
that,  even  that  toleration  goes  far  ^yood 
what  hewould  have  consented  to-;— ^od  to" 
what.  Sir,  but  to  artfol  misrepresentatioii, 
can  be  ascribed  his  attempt  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  great  name  of  the  iUusthooa 
]tf  r,  Fv,:hl  sqppoct  of  hisargttanit?  his 
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«ndeaiioiir  to  refnreienl  that  f  irtoooi  pa- 
triot, who  spent  the  whole  of  his  poli^i^a) 
life  10  the  support  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  as  favourable  to  his  own  narrow 
and  exclusive  views  ?  This  he  baa  done* 
t)y  applying  Mr.  Fox's  argument,  against 
a  Popish  king,  with  a  sukMervient  admi« 
nistratton,  to  the  possible  circomstance  of 
half  a  dozen  Catholic  peers,  and  perhaps 
twice  as  many  commoners,  being  admitted 
into  a  legislature,  composed  of  a  thousand 
persons.  I  hope  I  do  pot  presume  too 
much  upon  the  patience  of  the  Hoi^se,  botj 
obnoxious  as  I  am  to  the  charges  of  the 
reverend  prelate,  for  no  man  can  difier 
more  widely  than  I  do  from  his  opinions, 
pn  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  impertinent 
for  me  to  declare  that  I  am,  as  I  have 
always  been,  from  birth,  education,  and 
conviction,  a  zealous  member  of  the  Pro- 
testant church  of  England  ;  but  that  I  shall 
always  claim  for  others,  what  I  should,  in 
every  possible  circumstance,  claim  for 
myself;  the  undoubted  right  of  every 
man  to  worship  the  Deity  in  the  manner 
which  his  conscience  dictates  to  him« 
without  suffering,  on  that  account,  any  in- 
capacity or  disability  whatever. 

I  shall,  now.  Sir,  conclqde  with  ex- 
pressing my  anxious  hope  that  the  House, 
by  going  into  a  committee,  will  fulfil  the 
promise  held  out  to  the  Catholics,  by  their 

Eredecessors,  the  last  parliament;  and, 
y  restoring  harmony  to  the  empire,  will 
prepare  it  for  meeting  the  severe  and 
arduous  contest,  with  the  continuance  and 
increasing  difficulties  of  which,  we  still 
are  threatened. 

Mr.  JDtfaAn.— Mr.  Speaker,  before  I 
advert  to  the  substance  and  material  part 
of  the  speech  of  the  right  bon.  mover, 
which  forms  by  no  means  the  largest  por- 
tion of  it,  I  am  desirous  of  taking  notice 
of  some  preliminary  topics,  with  which 
he  hu  introduced  it.  It  is  natural  for  the 
ri^ht  bon.  gentleman,  connected  as  he  is 
vrith  Ireland,  and  strenuous  as  he  has  al- 
ways been,  in  furthering  the  claims  of  the 
Homan  Catholics,  to  observe,  with  dissa- 
tisfaction, and  criticise  with,  perhaps, 
some  little  decree  of  severity,  the  senti- 
ments of  petitioners,  so  little  in  nnison 
vrith  his  own.  How  such  meetings  have 
been  convened,  composed,  or  actuated,  I 
possets  neither  the  means,  nor  the  incli- 
nation to  inquire;  but  there  is  one  main 
fact,  which  these  petitions  establish,  most 
Important  for  the  consideration  of  the 
J^rm  i  which  is,  thai  the  wiibea  of  the 


Lrtsh  aalion«  upon  this  subject,  ere  by  nln 
means  unanimous;  that  the  representa* 
tions  and  appearances  of  geperal  favoc 
and  approbation,  towards  unconditional 
emancipation,  are  disproved ;  that  a  sentt* 
ment,  directly  contrary,  prevails  arooogst 
a  large  and  respectable,  body  of  the  ProF 
testants  of  that  country,  is  admitted  by  th« 
mover ;  the  exact  extent  of  which»  I  must, 
leave  to  members,  locally  acquainted  with 
the  places  and  persons,  to  discuss  and  settle. 

Approving  generally  and  admiring  the 
tone  of  moderation  and  tamper,  in  whicb 
the  right  bon.  mover  has  always  treated 
this  subject,  there  are.  some  expressions  of 
a  less  conciliatory  tendency,  which  I  re<9 
gret  to  have,  heard  from  him  in  the 
course  of  his  speech ;  particularly,  ofie,  ia 
which  be  objects  to  the  propnety  or  ex- 
pediency of  calling  upon  one  part  of  his 
MsLJesty's  sobjecta  to  petition  againsi 
another;  and  still  more  to  any  Irish  sob^ 
jects  petitioning  a  foreign  country  [Mr. 
Grattan  *  interrupted,  by  saying  that  ho 
had  not  used  the  word  "  foreign/'  but 
''  ano.ther  country"]  against  the  liberties 
of  their  own.  Whither,  then»  would  ho 
wish  them  to  appeal,  but  to  that  which; 
since  the  Union,  is  neither  a  foreign,  nor 
even  another  country  ?  The  united  par- 
liament contains  their  true  representa* 
tives,  as  well  as  ours,  and  the  legislative 
and  deliberate  councils  of  both  :  is  it  fair 
to  consider  their  common  head  and  orgaa 
as  fit  to  be  addressed,  in  furtherance  of 
the  claims  and  pretensions  of  one  classic 
but  as  being  inaccessible  to  the  appro* 
hensions  and  fears  of  another  ?  , 

The  privations  and  sufferings  of  th^ 
Roman  Catholics  have  also  been  treated 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  terms  of 
exaggeration.  When  partisan  sherifli  are 
spoken  of,  and  partisan  judges,  is  it  in- 
tended to  assert  that  the  fountain  of  jus* 
tice  is  polluted,  or  that  the  equal  dispensa* 
tion  or  the  laws  is  withheld  from  thos« 
who  profess  that  persuasion }  Is  the  jvris- 
diction  exercised  there,  a  jurisdiction  of 
prejudices,  and  parties,  or  is  the  steady 
and  uniform  current  of  the  law  of  the 
land  diverted  from  its  course,  not  accord* 
ing  to  the  preponderance  of  proof,  nor  th« 
reason  of  the  case,  but  according  to  thm 
religious  teneu  of  the  several  suitors  ?  I 
trust,  on  the  contrary,  that  all  the  in« 
habitanu  of  that  country  are  no  lesa 
blessed,  than  those  of  thts»  with  an  impar- 
tial administration  of  the  laws,  and  an  un- 
biassed judicature.  If  such  expressions^ 
which  magnify  ip  uprfaeooebly  the  bydf 
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iUpB  and  gdevMWes  of  «lie  Rottiafi  Cath6» 
}i€t,  cattfiot  be  bmrd  witlfoiit  sofiit  degr6« 
«f  pftin»  there  are  others^  which  I  have 
hmentd  to  with  still  less  satisfaetfon ;  by 
whicfay  unwarrantable  reflexions  were  catft 
opHMi  thie  praettee  of  this  country,  with  re« 
gard  to  toleration.  I  hare  always  thought 
jtt«f«eir  happy  in  having  been  bom  in  a 
kiMgdonii  wherein  th6  princfples  of  wise 
and  liberil  policy  allowing  every  man  to 
Wdfsllfp  6od,  according  to  the  drctates  of 
hk  own  hearty  are  as  fully  understood, 
and  as  eitlentftitaly  practised,  as  within 
any  state,  profemng  a  form  of  r(!)fgion, 
csiaMished  by  law.  .  Ocrr  best  writers 
upon  cbe  coascit^Vkm,  and  our  greater 
plklloaop^iMrs,  have  flattered  themselves, 
and  us,  that  we  are  pre-eminent  in  the 
•fljoyment  of  reMgfous,  no  less  than  of 
civil  liberty ;  but  it  is  res^erved  for  the 
koivoafable  mover  to  convict  them  of 
cvrcn*,  to  diSB4pate  this  pleasing  illusion, 
and  to  defNonstt^to  that,  in  England,  tole- 
ration is  utterly  incomplete,  and  imper* 
f^ot,  and  that  wa  must*  have  recourse  to 
lansign  states,  in  communion  with  the  see 
al  Rentfe,  for  its  trae  and  genuine  essence. 
!f  he  rigbt  hon.  gentleman  particularly  in- 
atanced  France  and  Hungary;  and,  with 
regard  to  the  latter,  he  read  an  edict; 
w%ich  undoubtedly  carries,  in  the  terms 
of  it,  the  fullest  and  most  ample  allow- 
ance of  all  modes  of  worship,  together 
wftb  an  indiseriminate  admission  to  all 
f^aeee  of  homir  and  trost.  Such  conduct 
It  highly  creditable  to  the  state  which 
adopta  it,  >  but  there  may  exist  checks 
against  its  abuse,  or  excess,  in  a  depend*- 
«Bt  province  of  the  Austrian  dominion, 
w4Uob  ara  inapplicable  to  an  integral  part 
of  the  British.  i 

With  regard  to  France,  the  real  state  of 
lll<8  matter  may  deserre  fult^  coitsidera* 
tioa.  Not  only  the  practice  or  opinions 
t)f  tfaoaa  who  govern  in  Catholic  king- 
itoasa,  must  be  looked  to,  b<it  the  doc- 
trines, councils,  and  canons  of  the  church, 
la  which  they  profess  spiritual  obedience. 
If'it  shoaM  be  efbjeeted  that  it  is  an  unfair 
ittoda-  of  trying  this  question  to  cite, 
«0«in«t  the  church  of  Rome,  erery  scrap 
wiiieb  breathes  intolerance  and  persecu- 
tton^  from  the  councils  of  Lateran,  or  Con* 
atanccr,  or  IVent ;  to  call  into  sight  anti* 
C}Mt^  caiiona  and  bulls,  and  to  charge 
tipoiff'f he"  modern  professors  of  that  reir* 
"gHM,  all  ihe'vfQlence  and  intertiperance 
'nrtheir  prediftessors,  we  must  ask  who  is 
^Mamr^  ^rthla?  The  church  of  Home 
not  OBiy  tloM'^lMl'  reoouQce  MXtj  tenet 
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Which  she  faaa  ever  held,  but  gfoma  in 
Iter  perpetual  unity  of  doctrine;  referring, 
as  to  an  unquestionable  and  an  atnhentic 
tejtt,  to  the  councih,  canons,  and  buHi 
of  all  former  times.  Her  advocates  here. 
Would  defend  her,  upon  a  suppdsecl  de- 
parture from  those  principles,  which  they 
state  not  to  be  disclaimed  indeed,  bnt  to 
be  grown  obsolete,  and  impossible  to  be 
recalled  into  activity :  but  sba  rejects  all 
such  defence ;  she  majfHains  that  vHiatever 
has  been  once  laid  down  is  unchanged,  and 
unchangeable.  If  her  rulet  of  action  be 
the  same  as  in  the  darker  ages,  is  it  reason- 
able to  supposie  that  hef  conduct  would 
be  different,  if  she  were  invested  with  the 
saime  power?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
has  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  all 
churches  are  naturally  intolerant;  and 
that'  ft  is  for  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
those  who  are  in  civil  authority,  to  cor* 
rect  and  counteraet  this  narrow  and  illi- 
beral tendency.  Iii  what  manner  the 
head  of  the  church  of  Rome  has  asserted 
the  old  pretensions-,  belonging  to  that  see, 
against  the  civil  atftfaority  of  an  empire, 
no  less  powerful  than  that  of  France  under 
its  present  ru1er,#  I  am  prepared  to  show 
from  authentic  documents,  begging  the 
House  to  judge,  after  hearing  them,  whe- 
ther they  can  perceive  any  thing,  in  the 
modem  hmguage  of  the  sovereign  pontiff*, 
more  tolerant  than  that,  which  was  used 
in  older  times;  any  approximation  to- 
wards union  and  intercourse,  between  Ro- 
man Catholics  and  heretics ;  or  one  single 
expression,  which  breathes  the  spirit  of 
concession,  liberality,  or  conciliation. 

The  passages,  which  I  am  about  td  read* 
are  extracted  from  an  account  of  what 
passed  at  Rome,  upon  the  occupation  of 
that  patrimony  of  St.  Peter;  and  the  per* 
son  of  his  holiness;  by  the- Prenchr  (printed 
fbr  Keating  and  Co.  December,  1812) 
Th^  first  of  them  bears  date  in  February 
T80S,  and  cotrtainsa  remonstrance'  of  the 
Pope,  against  an  ordinance  or  code  of 
Baonapart^,  which  hc^  appears  to  bare 
circulated  as  a  part  of  the  Concordatum, 
pretending  that  it  was  equally  anthurizrd 
hy  the  Holy  Father.  The  Words  of  the 
Pope  are,-**''A  claim  is  set  up  for  the 
fheedonrof  every  sort  of  worship,  with  the 
putrNc  exercise  thereof:  which,  as  being 
contrary  to  the  canons,  to  the  council^ 
and  to  the  Catholic  religion,  we  have  re- 
jected.— A  reformation  of  bishoprics  is 
called  for,  and  the  independence  oftht 
bishops  upon  us,  which  being  contrary  to 
the  intention'ofoarlegiitttor  JeaoaCliniO 
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we  protest  that  we  will  maintain^  for  oor- 
selves  and  oar  suecessorSf  the  plenitqde  of 
our  sopremacy.— The  articles  relating  to 
marriage  and  divorce,  in  the  French  code, 
are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  church  and 
the  gospel.—- Got  of  the  Catholic  ^religion 
there  is  no  hope  of  saltation/' 

Agaitti— '«  The  French  system  of  indif- 
fereuce  or  equality,  with  regard  to  all  re- 
ligions, is  utterly  opposite  to  the  Catholic  ; 
which  being  the  only  one  of  ditine  insti* 
ttttion^  cannot  form  any  alliance  with  any 
other,  any  more  than  Christ  can  league 
with  Belial. — It  is  false,  that  the  Concordat 
has  recognized  and  established  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  church  of  France ;  or 
that  it  has  given  a  sanction  to  the  tolera- 
tion of  other  modes  of  worship." 

Another  passage  or  two  may  be  not  mi- 
worthy  of  attention.  The  Pope  is  spoken 
of  as  the  lawfal  sovereign  (as  he  certainly 
is)  of  a  bishop,  within  his  temporal  do- 
minion ;  but  it  is  added,  that "  he  is  also 
Ticar  of  that  God,  from  whom  sovereign 
power  is  derived,  and  who  is  the  King  of 
all  kings.''— '« The  holy  see  has  never 
granted  to  bishops,  at  least  in  Europe,  the 
power  of  granting  dispensations  for  mar- 
riages between  Catholics  and  Heretics." 

There  are  other  parts  of  this  curious 
publication,  and  particularly  some  with 
regard  to  oaths,  which  are  not  unworthy 
of  notice ;  but  I  pass  over  them,  desiring 
to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  House 
to  those,  which  1  have  selected,  and  to 
warn  all  those  who4)ear  me,  against  the 
specious  veil  which  is  endeavoured,  in  de- 
bates, and  writings,  to  be  thrown  over  the 
deformities  of  that  church  :  her  antipathy 
to  all  other  churches,  is  not  mitigated  by 
time,  Dor  subdued  by  reason ;  there  ap- 
pears not  the  smallest  relaxation,  with  re« 
gard  to  the  intermarriage  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics with  Protestants,  one  of  the  most 
natural  and  obvinus  modes  of  softening 
and  allay  ingthe  asperities  of  hostile  sects, 
and  of  bringing  them  to  consider  each 
ether  with  good  will  and  Christian  cha- 
rity, instead  of  maintaining  principles 
of  eternal  separation  and  hostility.  What 
must  we  deem  to  be  the  spirit  of  the  P^pal 
power,  when,  imprisoned  within  the  walls 
of  the  Quirinal  palace,  stript  of  all  tem- 
poral dominion,  and  surrounded  by  a 
French  guard,  it  could  utter  its  remon- 
strances in  such  terms,  against  the  sub* 
verier  of  thrones  and  empires  ?  Can  it  be 
credited  that  opinions,  so  solemnly  pro- 
nomecd,  will  not  have  wdght  with  the 
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Ireland  ?   Or  is  Ireland  the  cotintry  in  tha 
whole    world,  where  the  aentiments    of 
bishops,  ecclesiastics,  and  confessors  have 
no  influence  upon  their  flocks?  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  asks  why  should  the  Ro* 
man  Catholic  church  hate  the  Protestant  I 
We  answer  that  it  must  necessarily  hate 
it:  Pius  7  identifies  the  church- of  Roma 
with  Christ  himself,  and  pronounces  thai 
Christ  can  hold  no  fellowship  with  BeliaL 
These  observations,  though  by  no  means 
irrelevant  to  the  matter  in  debate,  ara 
drawn  from  me,  by  the  preliminary  topics^ 
on  which  the  right  boo.  mover  has  ei^pa* 
tiated ;  and  are  not  the  points  upon  whicb 
I  intend  to  rest  the  propriety  or  jnstifica^ 
tion  of  the  vote  which  I  am  about  to  give. 
Three  distinct  objects  were  specified,  in 
the  Resolution  adopted  by  the  House,  on 
the  22d  of  June*  to  which  I  am  not  less 
friendly  now,  than  I  was  then,  nor  do  I 
indeed  conceivd  that  any  reasonabki  maOf 
of  whatever  persaasioa  in  religion,  or  of 
whatever  inclination  in  respect  of  party, 
can  be  adverse  to  them.    The  qucstioB 
was  then,  and  is  now,  whether  tbMe  ends 
are  likely  to  be  attained,  by  the  means 
which  are  recommended :  they  were  an« 
nexed,  as  conditions,  to  our  considering 
the  laws,  afiecting  the  Reman  Catholica» 
and,  when  the  conditions  fail,  the  pro* 
ceeding,  which  was  to  be  founded  apon 
them,  must  fall  to  the  ground,  of  course* 
The  observations   with  which  I  accom* 
panied  my  vote,  showed  me  not  to  have 
been  sanguine  in  hoping  that  the  effect  of 
that  decision  would  be  to  moderate  and 
conciliate  the  ardent  minds  of  those,  who 
had  gained  the  ascendant  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  assemblies  i  nor  in  believing  that 
a  separation  would  be  produced,  between 
those  of  that  communion,  who  really  de* 
sired  a  revision  of  the  laws  for  the  purpose 
of  amicable  adjustment,  and  those,  if^any 
such  there  were,  who,  under  the  cloak  of 
emancipation,  harbooredviews  unfriendly 
to  the  connexion  between  the  two  parts  of 
the  united  kingdom  t  but  other  members 
were  much  more  confident  than  myself^ 
and  ventured  to  predict  that  this  desirable 
state  of  things  could  not  fail  to  follow  the 
carrying  of  that  Resolution. 

There  is  another  of  the  three  objects, 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  mover  of  thai 
Resolution  (Mn  Canning)  and  others  felt 
no  anxiety,  while  I,  not  only  felt,  but  ex- 
pressed very  serious  apprehensions ;  I 
mean  the  temper  and  general  disposition 
of  the  Church  of  England  and  its  mem* 


Roman  Catholic  prelatea  and  clergy  of    bers^  with  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  Ro- 
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man  Catholics,    I  believed,  and  stated  it 
,  not  to  be  apathy  nor  indifTarence^  which 
rendered  them  qaiescent,  and  apparently 
inert ;  but  that  it  proceeded  from  a  con* 
fidence  in  the  wisdom  of  this  Hoase,  and 
a  firm  reliance  upon  the  same  steady  sys- 
tem being  pursued,  which  had  guided  our 
counsels  smce  Mn  Perceval  came  into 
administration.    I  said  that  the  interval 
of  time  would  prove  whether  my  predic- 
tions or  those  of  others  were  deserving  of 
credit;   and  therefore    that  the    period 
which  must  intervene  between  the  passing 
of  the  Resolution  and  the  next  meeting  of 
parliament,  was  a  fortunate  circumstance, 
oecaoie  it  would  ascertain  whether  the 
satisfaction  and  concord  of  all  his  Majes- 
ty's Protestant  subjects  was,  or  was  not, 
likely  to  follow  the  repeal  of  the  disquali- 
fying sututes.    I  am  glad,  for  myself, 
that  1,  at  the  time,  so  studiously  restricted 
the,  meaning  and  intention  of  the  vote 
which  I  gave,  in  the  month  of  Jane;  but 
I  really  trust  that  the  vote  of  no  other 
member,  who  concurred  with  the  majo- 
rity, could  be  understood,  in  fairness  and 
common  sense,, as  pledging  him  to  the 
furtherance  of  any  objects,  besides  those 
upon  which  that  Resolution  was  founded ; 
atill  less  could  my  own  vote  be  considered 
as  obligatory  upon  myself,  to  pursue  a 
coarse,  directly  contrary  to  those  condi- 
tions and  stipulations,  under  which  it  was 
ezpressljT  given.    I  have  frequently  con- 
curred with  majorities  of  the  House  in  re- 
sisting motions  for  going,  generally,  into 
a  committee  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
Petitions ;  I  should  have  done  the  same, 
upon  a  similar  motion,  in  June  last ;  bat  I 
thought  myself  safe  in- agreeing  to  con- 
sider them,  whenever  that  consideration 
might  tend  to  the  peace  and  strength  of 
the  united  kingdom,  the  stability  of  the 
Protestant  establishment,  and  the  satisfac- 
tion and  concord  of  all  classes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects:  and,  if  the  right  hon. 
mover  demonstrates,  to,  my  conviction, 
that  these  consequences,  or  even  any  one 
of  them,  would  follow  froiid  carrying  his 
question,  my  vote  would,  on  the  present 
night,  be  given  much  more  cheerfully  in 
concurrence  with,  than  in  contradiction  to 
him.    I  perfectly  recollect  the  inauspi- 
cious circumstances,  under  which  the  mo- 
tion of  the  last  session  was  brought  for* 
ward  by  my  right  hon.  friend  who  sits 
opposite  to  me ;    that  a  set  of  the  most 
inflammatory    and    intemperate   Resolu- 
tions agreed  to  by  a  general  meeting  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  with  lord  FingsS  in 


the  chair,  on  the  18th  of  June«  181S, 
reached  London,  only  on  the  morning  of 
that  debate,  and  that  ray  right  hoo.  firicnd 
(Mr.  Canning)  with  the  dexterity  and 
ability  of  a  great  orator,  employed  no 
small  portion  of  his  art,  not  only  in  avert- 
ing this  dangerous  weight  from  bearing 
down  his  cause,  but  even  in  converting  it 
into  an  argument,  to  make  it  triumphant.* 
If  I  had  taken  any  fallacious  view,  or  re* 
ceived  any  false  impression  upon  that  oc- 
casion, if  the  eloquence  and  power  ci  my 
right  hon.  friend's  speech  had  fascinated, 
ami,  for  a  moment,  misled  my  judgment, 
I  should  not  be  ashamed  to  avow  my 
error,  with  sincerity  and  frankness;  nor 
to  state,  honestly  and  directly,  that  a  de- 
liberate review  of  the  whole  matter,  now 
compelled  me  to  trace  back  my  steps,  and 
to  pursue  a  dififerent  course :  but  I  hate 
no  such  avowal  to  make,  no  sach  error  to 
confess,  no  such  account  to  settle,  with 
the  promoters  of  the  Resolution.  Those 
who  did  me  the  honour  of  attending  to, 
and  remembering,  what  I  said  on  the  22d 
of  Jane,  will  recal  to  their  minds  that,  in 
addition  to  the  topics  already  mentioiwd, 
and  the  stress  which  I  laid  upon  every  one 
of  the  three  enumerated  conditions,  I  said, 
that  the  temper  and  feeling  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  established  church,  in  both 
countries,  would  be  tried  by  carrying  the 
question ;  that  it  was  fortunate  so  long  an 
interval  of  time  would  be  allowed,  before 
any  ulterior  step  could  be  taken,  and  that 
it  woald  be  put  to  the  test,  whether  the 
apparent  neatrality  of  the  Protestants 
proceeded  from  unconcern,  or  whether  it 
was  the  efiect  of  a  firm  persuasion  that  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  would  he 
resisted  by  a  majority  of  their  representa- 
tives. It  was  argued,  at  that  time,  by  my 
right  hon.  friend,  that,  so  long  sis  parlia- 
ment should  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Roman  Catholics,  so  longai 
the  House  should  refuse  to  enquire  into^ 
or  listen  to  their  grievances,  it  might  na- 
turally be  expected  that  they  woald  feel 
disappointed  and  irritated,  and,  like  per^ 
sons  goaded  and  oppressed,  they  would 
burst  out  inro  expressions  of  anger  and 
violence.  Hold  out  to  them  a  fisir  pros* 
pect,  it  was  said,  of  conciliation  and  con- 
cession, and  their  violence  will  cease; 
reason  will  regain  her  just  ascendancy, 
and  all  will  be  harmony  and  concord. 
Now  in  what  manner  is  this  prophecy  ful* 
filled  ?   Was  any  gratitude  shewn,  or  any 

«  See  vol.  23,  p.  633. 
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joy  axpretsed  ?  Were  any  thankt  ▼oted« 
mny  acknowledgments  maide  to  the  morer 
and  sopporiert  of  that  Retolation  ?  So  far 
firom  ir«  at  the  very  next  meeting  of  the 
Catholic  board,  after  the  news  reached 
Dobliny  on  the  4th  of  July,  circular  letters 
were  dispatched  in  all  directions,  formally 
announcing  their  *'  most  serious  apprehen- 
sions  that  a  religious  persecution  was 
about  to  begin  in  Ireland.''  This  was 
one  of  their  first  proceedings:  do  those, 
which  are  recent,  manifest  a  more  mode- 
rate  spirit }  Let  the  resolutions  of  all  their 
meetings,  in  the  Tarions  counties,  cities, 
and  towns,  be  examined ;  the  solemn  ad« 
dress  of  their  prelates  on  the  18th  of  No- 
Tember  last ;  let  the  tenor  of  all  their  Pe- 
titionSf  now  upon  our  table,  be  &irly 
weighed  and  considered,  with  every  rea- 
sonable allowance,  and  the  most  favour- 
able interpretation ;  and,  can  we  collect, 
from  their  aggregate  sentiments,  any  thing 
short  of  a  positive  demand  of  unqualified 
emancipation,  as  a  matter,  not  of  favour, 
but  of  right?  And,  on  the  part  of  their 
clergy,  is  there  any  thing  less  than  an  ab- 
solute refoial  to  give  any  further  security, 
than  the  oath,  prescribed  by  the  statute  of 
1798,  with  which  they  assert  that  the  le- 

¥'8latQre  ought  to  rest  perfectly  satisfied  ? 
hese  are  their  own  words :  '*  As  we  are 
at  present  precluded  from  any  intercourse 
with  our  supreme  pastor,  we  leel  ourselves 
utterly  incompetent  to  propose  or  agree 
to  any  change  in  the  long  established 
mode  of  appomting  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
bishops;"  and, '«  we  are  firmly  convinced 
that  no  pledges  or  securities  of  more  effi- 
cient obligation  can  be  devised,  than  those 
which  we  have  already  given/' 

It  is  needless  to  quote  further  passages, 
in  proof  of  what  I  assert ;  the  proceedings 
of  the  prelates  are  probably  in  the  hands 
of  many  of  those  who  hear  me,  and,  if  the 
House  desires  to  examine  with  what  mo- 
deration and  forbearance  these  claims  are 
prosecoted,  they  will  find  it  declared,  in 
some  of  the  Petitions,  that  an  ofler  of  any 
thin^  less  than  a  total  repeal  of  all  dis- 
qualifications, would  be  considered  as  in- 
sulting and  degfading;  and  in  others, 
Ihat  it  would  even  endanger  the  tranquil- 
lity and  security  of  the  empire*  Is  this 
the  tone,  in  which  those  who  sufibr  would 
humbly  ask  for  protection,  as  the  right 
hon.  mover  terms  it,  or  can  we  think  of 
treating  with  men  upon  terms  and  condi- 
tions, who  put  themselves  into  the  posture 
of  reouiring  rights?  This  doctrine  of 
vight,  1  regret  lo  pbiarrtj  not  coly  la  Ihe 


inconsiderate  declaratioos  of  numerous 
meetings,  nor  confined  to  the  sister  king- 
dom, but  propagated  and  disseminated 
here,  as  a  prominent  instance  of  the  op« 
pression  and  persecution  to  which  the 
English  Roman  Catholics  are  subjected, 
in  the  publication  of  a  learned  person,  of 
a  profession,  which  might  have  led  him  to 
know  something  more  of  the  principles  of 
legislation,  and  of  the  difierence  between 
religious  toleration  and  civil  power. 
(I^ud  cries  of  Hear,  hear !)  I  am  not 
sorry  to  hear  these  cheers,  but  I  should  be 
more  pleased  to  find  any  member  who 
would  venture  to  embody  these  claoioura 
into  argument,  and  to  assert  the  claim  of 
right,  in  the  latitude  which  is  given  to  it^ 
either  bv  the  petitioners,  or  in  the  pampb^ 
let  of  Mr.  Butler.  It  would  be  indecoroua 
to  suppose  that  any  member  of  this  House 
can  be  so  little  informed  of  the  funda- 
mental maxims,  upon  which  all  states  are 
constituted,  as  to  be  ignorant  that  a  prin* 
ciple  of  self-preservation  is  among  their 
primary  rights,  as  well  as  duties  :  that  the 
justice  of  excluding  and  prohibiting  what- 
ever might  endanger  or  destroy  the  state^ 
is  a  natural  consequence  of  this  right  of 
preservation;  and  that  every  well  consti- 
tuted government,  under  whatever  form, 
has  always  exercised  a  choice  and  discre- 
tion in  selecting  those,  who  should  hold 
offices  and  employments,  fixing  upon 
birth,  or  property,  or  rank  belonging  to 
some  privileged  order,  or  upon  some  other 
arbitrary  qualification,  to  toe  exclusion  of 
all  that  more  numerous  class  of  citixent» 
who  are  not  possessed  of  it. 

We  have  by  law  a  Protestant  king  upon 
the  throne,  and  a  Protestant  establishment 
for  our  church ;  and  shall  we  be  denied 
the  right  of  enacting  such  laws  as  are 
conformable  and  necessary  to  the  secu- 
rity of  both  ?  Or  ought  we  to  be  deemed 
oppressive  and  intolerant,  when  we  re- 
quire to  be  convinced,  by  reasoning  and 
sound  arffument,  be^re  wei  surrender 
those  which  have  been  heretofore  enacted  ? 
It  is  undoubtedly  of  the  essence  of  free 
states  to  impose  as  little  of  restraint,  upon 
the  actions  of  those  who  live  under  them« 
as  is  consistent  with  public  and  private 
safety,  tranquillity,  and  property :  liberty 
of  conscience*  and  the  exercise  of  diflfer* 
ent  modes  of  worship,  naturally  emanate 
from  the  same  spirit  of  freedom ;  but  it  ia 
easy  to  imagine  cases,  or  to  quote  exam- 
ples from  history,  in  which  religious  tenets, 
tending  to  overt  acts,  by  which  the  state, 
or  iaditidoila  might  ba  endangered,  could 
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not  be  permiited  nor  countenanced. 
Wherever  commanication,  parely  spiri- 
toal,  is  really  carried  on  between  man 
and  his  Maker,  the  right  of  adoring  God, 
in  his  own  way,  is  that,  with  which  no 
boihan  power  ought  to  inteiiere.  Upon 
these  plain  gronndB  it  it  easy  to  refute  the 
aopbifltry  of  such  arguments,  as  are  found- 
ed  upon  the  natural  rights  of  man  to  pos« 
aess,  or  to  be  capable  of  possessing,  all 
things  equally.  The  words  of  that 
pamphlet  are,  "  This  penal  infliction 
reaches  every  description  of  non-confor* 
milts  to  the  established  church ;  their  re- 
ligion therefore  is  not  tolerated  ;  it  is  per* 
secuted :"— and  a  little  further,  «'  The 
Boman  Catholics  are  the  most  persecuted 
of  all.''— -If  all,  to  whom  such  power  or 
capacity  be  dented,  are  in  a  state  of  per* 
iecutton,  let  it  be  considered  to  bow  pro« 
digiotts  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  this  species  of  persecu- 
tion extends,  who  are  excluded,  by  the 
nant  of  property,  from  the' elective  fran* 
ohise,or  by  the  want  of  a  larger  qualifica- 
tion  in  respect  of  property,  from  sitting  in 
this  House* 

.  I  believe,  howerer,  that,  whatever  en* 
larsed  notionsare  entertained  out  of  doors, 
with  regard  to  these  indefeasible  and  ori« 
ginal  rights,  they  have  very  few  advocates 
^thin  this  House.  .  I  understand  the  right 
lion,  mover  never  to  have  maintained  any 
mich  absurd  and  extravagant  proposition, 
and  his  speech  of  this  night  professes  to 
hofd  out  some  security  for  the  Protestant 
establishment,  though,  either  from  the 
fault  of  the  right  hon.  mover,  or  possibly 
from  my  own,  while  I  laboured  to  catch 
and  retain  what  might  be  the  substance  of 
the  security^  which  appeared  floating  over 
the  surface  of  his  whole  speech,  I  am  una- 
ble to  satisfy  myself  what  it  is  that  he 
intends.  I  recollect,  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  he  much  expatiated  upon  the 
pernicious  efiects  of  foreign  influence, 
slating  that  it  would  be  necessary,  at  all 
events,  to  abolish,  or  to  subject  it  to  strict 
regulations :  it  is  true  that,  upon  this  night, 
be  has  not  adverted  to  it ;  I  take  it  for 
granted  however,  that  his  opinion  is  not 
siiaken  upon  that  important  point ;  but  I 
cannot  help  remarking  that  one  of  the 
modern  accredited  writers,  Mr.  Clinch, 
who  has  received  the  thanks  of  -all  the 
bUhops,'  for  his  able  wriiings  on  church 
government  against  Cotumbanun,  anioiad* 
▼erts,  with  some  asperity  and  affected  sor- 
priiir,  upon  Mr.  Grattan's conduct,  in  these 
n^ords,  **  Could  it  have  boen  thought  that 


Mr.  Grattan  would  insist,  not  as  an  taoKaxyt 
but  as  a  chief  advocate,  not  on  the  re* 
nouncing  of  foreign  jurisdiction,  bnt  oo  the 
perpetual  exclusion  of  foreign  mfloence, 
which  is  Catholic  religion  V*  What- 
ever may  be  Mr.  Grattan's  present  view 
of  this  matteri  there  are  others,  and  parti- 
cularly my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) who  will  not  suffer  it  to  be  left  via* 
provided  for ;  an  unrestrained  comraoni- 
cation  with  a  foreign  power,  contrary  to 
the  existing  law  of  the  .land,  cannot  re- 
main upon  its  present  footing,  if  any  new 
privileges  are  to  be  granted  ;  neither  can 
the  nomination,  and  dependence  of  the 
bishops,  upon  the  see  of  Rome,  be  allow- 
ed to  continue,  without  some  of  tbeae 
checks  and  restrictions,  which  exist,  in 
every  other  country,  against  the  encroacb^ 
raents  of  that  church;  of  which  this  king- 
dom also  availed  itself,  when  it  was  in 
communion  with  that  see.  I  know  that 
my  right  hon.  friend  is^  not  prepared  to 
leave  this  matter,  simply,  upon  the  secu- 
rity of  the  oath,  as  it  now  rests.  And  I 
hope  that  he,  or  some  other  supporter  of 
the  question,  will  make  up  for  what  ap- 
pears a  deficiency  in  the  mover,  and  that 
be  will  distinctly  state  what  project  be 
has  of  any  Bill,  under  which  tbo  establish- 
ment may  rest  secure,  and  satisfied,  that 
a  sufficient  guard  is  provided :  it  would 
be  desirable,  particularly,  to  learn  what 
he  proposes  to  do,  with  regard  to  the  Cor- 
poration and  Test  Acts,  which  are  charac- 
terised by  Mr*  Justice  Blackstone  and 
other  constitutional  writers,  as  the  **  two 
bulwarks  of  our  established  church,  against 
perils  from  non-conformists  of  all  denomi- 
nations, heretics,  papisu,  and  sectaries." 
Mr.  Pittuvas  of  the  same  opinion,  when  he 
resisted  several  motions  made  to  repeal 
them ;  but  Mr.  Butler  exbibiu  them,  in 
the  front  of  the  many  severe  penalties 
and  disabilities,  under  which  the  English 
Roman  Catholics  labour;  and  declares 
their  continuance  to  be  contrary  to  tolera* 
tion. 

The  high  authority  of  Mr.  Pitt  has  na- 
turally been  referred  to  in  this  debau, 
particularly  by  a  youn^member,  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  mine,  whom  the  Hoosa 
has  had  the  pleasure  of  bearing  fer  the 
first  time.  It  is  perfectly  known  that  this 
great  statesman  entertained  an  opinioi^ 
favourable  to  the  abolition  of  these  dis* 
qualifications,  nor  does  there  appear  any 
reason  to  think  that  he  changed  it,  sob* 
sequently  to  the  last  debate,  in  which  be 
spoko  upon  it:  but  cfae  chocki  and  leatri^ 
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tions,  consistently  with  which  he  thought 
it  safe  to  abolish  them,  were  commoni- 
cated  to  none  of  his  friends,  and  probably 
mrere  never  so  far  matured,  within  his  own 
mind,  as  to  fit  them  for  communication. 
It  is  possible  that  his  extraordinary  capa- 
city never  found  a  satisfactory  solution  for 
the  complicated  difficolties,  which  sor« 
roond  this  question ;  and  it  may  be  no 
disparagement  to  the  right  hon.  moTor, 
enninent  as  he  also  is  for  talents,  and  elo- 
quence^  not  to  have  formed  a  comprehen- 
sive and  finished  plan,  for  a  work,  of  which 
Mr.  Pitt  was  unable  to  describe  even  the 
outline. 

In  the  few  words,  which  remain  for  me 
to  say,  I  wish  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  Honse  to  that  plan,  if  plan  it  can  be 
styled,  which  the  right  hon.  mover  has, 
in  his  last  two  or  three  sentences,  opened 
to  the  House.    If  I  understand  his  motion. 
It  18  intended  for  the  foundation  of  a  Bill, 
in  which  it  it  proposed  to  give,  on  the  one 
hand,  a  sweeping  repeal  of  all  the  disqoa* 
lifying  statutes,  and  to  receive,,  in  return, 
by  way  of  a  compensation,  a  recognition 
of  the  Protestant  succession,  according  to 
the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  also  of  the  Pro- 
testant churches  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  as  by  law  established ;  together 
with  some  regulations  as  to  advowsons, 
colleges,  and    ecclesiastical  courts;    for 
these  are  all  the  particulars,  as  far  as  I  re- 
collect, which  he  has  either  enumerated  or 
hinted  at.    Now,  with  regard  to  any  thing 
like  a  re-enactment  of  these  fundamental 
laws,  would  our  constitution,  either    in 
church  or  state,  be  deemed  more  secure 
after  such  an  idle  Irenewal  than  before  I 
Will  it  even  be  expedient  to  sufifer  such 
trifling  with  legislation,  as  to  cast  a  doubt 
upon  the  sufficiency  and  permanent  ef* 
ficacy  of  these  statutes,  by  aeclaring  them 
anew  to  be  in  force  ?  Are  they  so  nearly 
worn  out  as  to  require  renovation  ? 

The  times  of  Magna  Charta  have  been 
alluded  to :  but  is  it  a  sign  of  steady  and 
Uttifonn  liberty,  or  of  reverting  tyranny  in 
our  early  annals,  that  Magna  Charta  was 
so  frequently  renewed  ?  But  a  perpetual 
duration  is  intended  to  be  g'rven  by  the 
right  hon.  mover  to  these  laws:   per* 
petual  no  human  legislation  can  make 
them ;  but  they  will  endure  long  enough, 
if  we  do  not  rashly  meddle  with  them ; 
that  is,  so  long  as  this  kinsdom  shall  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  liberty  and  security 'under 
them:  they  need  no  adventitious  props, 
nor  extraneous  support;  letns  take  care 
Aatwhatwa  b«ild  ahool  theai  dootaol 
*B<^gor  theurlbaiidation. 


With  regard  to  the  language  and  tone 
of  the  petitioners,  it  has  been  said  that 
minute  attention  and  critical  acuteness 
<Aight  not  to  be  applied  to  them:  that 
they  are  not  to  legislate  for  this  House, 
but  this  House  for  them  ;  and  that  it  be« 
comes  parliameni  to  legislate  upon  a  grand 
scale,  layinff  down  such  regulations  as,  to 
its  own  wisdom,  may  seem  just  and  rea** 
souable ;  and  leaving  those,  who  are  af* 
fee  ted  by  tbem,  to  accept  the  intended 
boon,  or  to  decline  it :  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  convention,  nor  bargain,  for  it 
neither  becomes  the  legislative  body  to 
act  in  that  mode,  nor  is  there  any  other 
contracting  party  with  whom  we  can  form 
such  an  agreement.  To  this  it  may  be 
answered,  that  every  proposition  of  this 
sort  most  be  in  the  nature  of  a  contract, 
which,  if  not  accepted,  would  become 
nugatory  ;  that,  if  ihe  petitioners  are  to 
be  believed,  they  are  determined  not  to 
accept  it ;  and  that  an  act,  which  pro« 
miaes,  at  best,  to  be  only  nugatory,  hot 
which  carries  a  strong  suspicion  of  being 
ungracious,  irritating,  and  offensive,  does 
not  hold  out  any  adequate  inducement 
for  entertaining  this  qoestion,  at  a  mi^ 
ment,  when  so  little  good,  and  so  much 
mischief,  may  result  from  the  agitation  4 
it. 

If  there  are  any  men^bers  who  might  be 
induced  to  go  into  the  committee,  orie 
consent  to  bring  in  a  IBill,  in  the  hope 
that  the  minds  of  the  Irish  Roman  Caiho- 
licfl  would  be  tranquillised  and  conciliated 
by  such  a  measure,  I  beg  kave  to  repent 
that  similar  expectations  were  held  out 
last  summer,  as  an  argument  for  passing 
the  Resolution,  and  that  those  expects* 
tions  have  been  completely  disappointed  { 
that  there  is  less  excuse  for  giving  way  to 
any  such  self  delusion  now,  than  in  Ah 
month  of  June ;  becaa^  those,  in  whose 
favour  it  is  now  proposed  to  make  further 
relaxations,  have,  most  unequi vocal ly, 
proclaimed  to  the  world  that,  unless  thej 
can  have  all,  they  will  receive  nothing 
at  our  hsnds.  Here,  therefore,  is  one 
great  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjecU,  whom 
all  which  is  about  to  be  done  will  not 
satisfy,  fior  content:  will  a  still  larger 
class  be  better  pleased  with  it?  Look 
once  more  at  the  mass  and  moltittideof 
the  petitions  upon  your  table,  from  the 
Protestants  on  both  sidet  of  the  water,  and 
judge  wheiher  a  serious  and  extensive 
alarm  is  not  excited  throughout  the 
united  kingdom !  Can  such  a  disposition 
of  maaif  aad^ch  a  conflictaf  contending 
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sects  contribute  to  union  and  strength  ?  or  |  views  of  a  statesman  and  a  legislator ;  and 
is  there  the  slightest  probability  of  at*    " 
taining,  by  the  motion  of  this  night,  any 
one  of  those  three  objects  which  the  Reso- 


jntion  of  the  last  parliament  professed  to 
secure  to  us  ? 

I  declare,  with  unfeigned  concern,  that 
whatever  has  passed  in  Ireland,  upon  this 
Subject,  from  the  month  of  June,  to  the 
present  moment,  so  far  from  forwarding  a 
final  and  conciliatory  adjustment,  appears 
to  me  to  render  it  more  difficult,  and  to 
place  the  period,  at  which  rational  hopes 
can  be  entertained  of  effecting  it,  at  a  still 
grealier  and  indefinite  distance. 

Mr.  Gratian,  in  explanation. — I  never 
used  the  word  '  foreign  country'  as  ap- 
plied to  England.  I  said  «  another  coun- 
try,' which  1  conceived  to  be  a  true  de- 
scription, as  they  are  distinct  countries, 
mlthpugh  united  under  one  empire.  As 
lo  the  expression '  partizan -Judges,'  I  never 
used  it ;  thatof 'partizan-sheri&'  I  did  use, 
but  I  did  not  use  it  by  itself,  nor  intending 
to  imply  that  Protestant  sherilfi  were  ne- 
cessarily prejudiced  against  the  Catholics. 
The  way  I  used  the  expression  was,  par- 
tisan sheriffi,  covenanted  against  the  Ca- 
tholic claims.  I  did  not  mean  to  cast  an 
imputation  on  all  Protestant  sheriffs,  but 
nerely  to  state  the  hardship  of  Catholics 
being  tried  by  juries,  assembled  by  those, 
who  might  be  fairly  called  partizan-she- 
yiffi,  covenanted  against  the  Catholics. 
As  for  enacting  any  thing  about  the  Pro- 
testant succession  or  the  Protestant  church, 
I  never  proposed  any  such  thing.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  re- 
citing it  in  the  preamble  of  an  act»  and 
"professing  to  enact  it. 

Mr.  Pbmketi  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  am  induced  to  rise, 
mt  so  early  a  period  of  the  debate,  for  the 
purpose  of  obviating  the  mis-statement 
(certainly  unintentional)  of  the  expres- 
siofis  and  sentiments  of  my  riffht  hon. 
friend,  X^Lr,  Grattan),  which  has  been 
made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  last 
q>oken.  My  right  hon.  friend  has  not 
called  Great  Britain  a  '  foreign  country ;' 
and,  even  if  such  an  expression  had  acci- 
dentally been  used  by  him,  the  tiniform 
tenor  of  his  opinions  and  of  bis  language, 
in  this  House,  might  have  suggested  to 
the  hon.  member  the  propriety  of  abstain- 
ing from  a  verbal  criticism  upon  it.  My 
ijght  hon.  friend  unites,  to  the  enthusiasm 
of  an  Irish  patriot^  tba  comprehensive 
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his  affection  for  his  native  couotry, 
which  his  life  has  been  devoted,  has  ex- 
panded into  love  of  the  general  weal,  and 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  the  empire.  In  every 
sentiment  which  he  has  uttered,  I  mosl 
cordially  concur.  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  not  been  so  absurd  as  to  propose  lo 
re-enact  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Act  of 
Settlement;  but  absurd  and  extravagaat 
calumnies  having,  with  no  laudable  in- 
dustry, been  propagated,  as  if  the  present 
motion  were  intended  to  invade  the  church, 
and  to  overturn  the  state,  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  placed,  in  the  front  of  his  &eso- 
lution,  a  denial  of  the  calumny. 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  said  there  it 
nothing  specific  or  intelKgible  in  the  mo- 
tion or  in  the  statement.    The  motion  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  perfectly  distinct,  and 
perfectly  intelligible.      It  proposes  to  re- 
move all  the  civil  disabilities  which  af- 
fect a  great  portion  of  our  fellow  subjects, 
on  account  of  their  religion ;  offering,  at 
the  same  time,  to  accompany  the  measure 
with  every  security  which  may  be  re- 
quired, for  the  protection  of  the  Protestant 
interest*    This  seems  not  very  di£Bcult  lo 
comprehend ;    but  I  own  I  do  not  find  it 
equally  easy  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of 
the   hon.  gentleman  himself.     In    some 
part  of  his  argument  he  relies  on  objec« 
tions  which,  if   they    have  any    weight 
against    the   measure  now,  must  always 
operate  ;    in  other  parts,  he  insinuates  an 
opinion  that  the  objections  are  only  ac- 
cidental or  temporary.      Why  the  hoo. 
member  voted  for  the  measure  in  the  last 
parliament,  and  intends  to  oppose  it  in 
this,  seems  to  require  some  further  expla- 
nation than  he  has  thought  proper  lo  a^ 
ford.    The  intolerant  declarations  of  the 
Pope,  which  he  has  referred  to,  were  surely 
as  strong  an  argument  at  that  time,  as 
they  are  now !  The  hon.  gentleman  seems 
to  have  spoken  with  an  anxiety  to  antici* 
nate  what  is  to  be  said  by  a  right  boo. 
friend  of  his,  who  is  hereafter  to  express 
his  opinions ;   and  he  has  allnded  lo  the 
proposal  of  some  plan,  which,  be  fean^ 
will  not  be  acceptable  to  the  peiitiooen, 
but  which  he  himself  does  not  approve  of; 
or,  if  he  does,  why  he  cannot  agree  to  lbs 
going  into  a  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  it,  the  House  are  left  to  coo* 
jecture. 

Sir ;  much  has  been  said  of  the  question 
of  right.  It  appears  lo  me  to  be  a  very 
unnecessary  metaphysical  discoision,  and 
one  which  cannot  haro  any  practical  ap^ 
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plication  in  the  present  instance; '  In  the 
jame  sense  in  which  religioas  toleration  is 
a  right,  a  dae  share  of  political  power  is  a 
right ;  both  must  yield  to  the  paramount 
interests  of  society,  if  soch  interests  re^ 
^uire  it ;  neither  can  be  justifiably  with- 
held, unless  their  inconsistency  with  the 
Sablic  interest  is  clearly  established, 
lut  in  the  present  case  the  question  does 
not,  in  any  respect,  arise ;  for  we  hare 
already  admitted  the  Roman  Catholics  to 
substantial  power,  and,  what  we  seek  to 
exclude  them  from,  is  honour.  The  pri- 
vileges which  are  withheld  are  impotent, 
as  protections  to  the  state,  but  most  galling 
and  proToking  to  the  party  who  is  ex- 
cluded. No  candid  mind  can  hesitate  to 
admit  that  the  exclusions  most  be  severely 
felt,  as  subjects  of  grievance,  and  of  the 
most  insulting  kind.  That  the  man  of  the 
first  eminence  at  the  bar,  should  be  pre- 
vented from  acting  as  one  of  his  Majesty's 
counsel,  or  from  sitting  on  the  bench  of 
justice;  that  the  gallant  officer,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  in  the  battles  of  his 
country,  when  his  heart  is  beating  high 
with  the  love  of  honourable  fame,  should 
be  stopped  in  his  career,  and  see  his  com- 
panions In  arms  raised  above  him,  to  lead 
his  countrymen  to  victory  and  glory, 
most  be  felt  as  wounding  and  humiliating ! 
In  this  House,  does  it  require  argument  to 
afaew  that  exclusion  from  parliament  most 
be  considered  as  a  pri? ation  and  indignity ! 
What  assembles  us  here?  The  honest 
ambition  of  serving  our  country  ?  The 
pride  of  abiding  by  honourable  engage- 
ments ?  or  motives  perhaps  of  a  less  ele- 
vated description  ?  Whatever  they  may 
be,  honourable  and  dignified,  or  other- 
wise, they  subsist  in  their  minds,  as  much 
as  in  ours ;  and,  though  the  elective  firan- 
chise,  which  has  been  granted  to  the 
Irish  Catholic,  gives  him  a  substantial  re- 
presentation, yet  the  exclusion  iscalculated 
to  operate  as  a  severe  and  humiliating 
disability  ;  and  the  more  humiliating,  be- 
cause it  is  a  mark  of  inferiority,  branded 
on  the  Catholic*  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
marking  that  inferiority ! 

The  topic  that  toleration  admits  of  one 
consideration  and  political  power  of  ano* 
ther,  has  little  application  to  this  case, 
even  if  it  were  true,  for  here  it  most  be 
contended  that  rank,  and  station,  and  ho- 
nour, are  not  the  proper  appendages  of 
Wealth,  and  knowledge,  and  education,  and 
of  every  thing  which  constitutes  political 
>nd  moral  strength !  In  every  system  of 
knman  policy  the  few  must  govern  the 


many,  but,  putting  military  force  out  of 
the  case,  their  legitimate  government  must 
arise  from  their  superiority  in  wealth  and 
knowledge ;  if,  therefore,  you  exclude  the 
wealthy  and  the  educated  from  the  go* 
vemment  of  the  state,  you  throw  into  th^ 
scale  of  the  many,  the  only  weight  which 
could  have  preserved  the  balance  of  tha 
state  itself.  This  is  universally  true,  but 
when  you  reject  the  opulent  and  the  edu* 
cated,  on  account  of  a  condition  whick 
they  have,  in  common  with  the  many,  yon 
add  the  attraction  of  politics  and  party  to 
the  operation  of  general  and  moral  causes; 
and,  if  the  principle  of  exclusion  be  a  re- 
ligious one,  you  organise,  not  merely  tha 
principles  of  revolution,  but  of  revolutioa 
furious  and  interminable  !  Put  the  policy 
of  the  separation  of  political  rank  from 
property  and  education,  in  the  extrema 
case  of  their  total  division*  or  in  any  in* 
termediate  degree,  the  conclusion  is  equally 
true,  that  the  attempt  so  to  separate,  esta- 
blishes a  principle,  not  of  government,  but 
of  the  dissolution  of  government  1  2$o  sen- 
sible of  this  truth  were  our  ancestors,  that, 
when  they  saw,  or  thought  they  saw,  a  ne* 
cessity  for  dishonouring  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic,  they  adopted,  as  a  necessary  conse« 
qoence,  the  policy  of  impoverishing  and 
barbarizing  him:  when  they  degraded 
him,  they  felt  that  their  only  safety  was  to 
steep  him  in  poverty  and  ignorance ;  theit 
policy,  good  or  bad,  was  consistent— tha 
means  had  a  diabolical  fitness  for  their 
end.  Is  it  not  a  perfect  corollary  to  thi$ 
proposition,  is  it  not  the  legitimate  con* 
verse  of  this  troth,  that  if  you  re-admit 
them  to  wealth  and  to  knowledse,  you 
must  restore  them  to  ambition  and  to  ho« 
nour?  What  have  we  done?  We  havt 
trod  back  their  steps :  we  have  rescued 
the  Catholics  from  the  code,  which  formed 
at  once  their  servitude  and  our  safety,  and 
we  fancy  we  can  continue  the  exclosioiu 
from  civil  station,  which  superinduced 
ttiat  code.  Theirs  waa  a  necessity,  real  or 
fancied,  but  a  consistent  system ;  we  pre* 
tend  no  necessity ;  we  nave  volaatarily 
abdicated  the  means  of  safety,  and  wa 
wilfully  and  uselessly  continue  the  canset 
of  danger.  The  time  to  have  paused  waa 
before  we  heaved,  from  those  sons  of 
earth,  the  mountains,  which  the  wisdom 
or  the  terrors  of  our  ancestors  had  heaped 
upon  them ;  but  we  have  raised  them  op 
and  placed  them  erecU-are  we  prepared 
to  burl  them  down  and  bury  them  again  ? 
Where  is  the  madman  to  propose  itf 
Where  ii  the  idiot  who  imagines  that  they 
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can  remain  as  Ibey  are }  The  stat^  of  tbe 
Catholics  of  Ireland  is»  in  this  respect,  un* 
paralleled  by  any  thing  in  ancient  or  mo* 
dern  history.  They  are  not  slaves,  as  some 
of  their  absurd  advocates  call  them,  but 
fireemen,  possessing  substantially  the  same 
political  rights  with  their  Protestant  bre* 
Ihren,  and  with  all  the  other  subjects  of 
ihe  empire ;  that  is,  possessed  of  all  the 
advantages,  which  can  be  derived  from 
the  best  laws,  administered  in  the  best 
aaoner,  of  the  most  free  and  most  highly 
civilised  country  in  the  world.  Do  you 
believe  thai  such  a  bod^«  possessed  of 
such  a  station,  can  submit  to  contumely 
and  exclusion  r  that  they  will  stand  behind 

Jour  chair  and  wait  upon  you  at  the  pub* 
c  banquet?  The  less  valuable,  in  sordid 
computation,  the  privilege,  the  more 
asarked  the  insult  in  refusing  it,  and  the 
more  honourable  the  anxiety  for  possess* 
ing  it !  Miserable  and  unworthy  wretches 
Biost  they  be  if  they  ceased  to  aspire  to  it ; 
inse  and  dangerous  hypocrites  if  they  dis* 
•embled  their  wishes ;  formidable  instrn* 
ments  of  domestic  or  foreign  tyranny  if 
they  did  not  entertain  them !  The  liber* 
ties  of  England  would  not,  for  half  a  cen- 
toryi  remain  proof  against  the  contact  and 
contagion  of  four  millions  of  opulent  and 
powerful  subjects  who  disregarded  the 
nonoorsof  the  state,  and  -felt  utterly  unin* 
terested  in  the  constitution. 

In  coming  forward,  therefore,  with  this 
claim  of  honourable  ambition,  they  at 
once  afibrd  you  the  best  pledge  of  their 
aincerity,  and  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  their  title.  They  claim  the  be- 
nefit of  the  ancient  vital  principle  of  the 
constitution,  namely,  that  the  honours  of 
the  state  should  be  open  to  the  talents  and 
to  the  virtues  of  all  its  members.  The 
adversaries  of  the  measure  invert  the  order 
of  all  civilized  society.  They  have  made 
the  Catholics  an  aristocracy,  and  they 
would  treat  them  as  a  mob;  they  give,  to 
the  lowest  of  the  rabble,  if  he  is  a  Pro- 
testant, what  they  refuse  to  the  head  of  the 
peerage,  if  he  is  a  Catholic.  They  shii(t 
out  m  V  lord  Fingal  from  the  state,  and  they 
make  liis  footman  a  member  of  it ;  and  this 
strange  confusion  of  all  social  order,  they 
digniiy  with  the  name  of  the  British  con- 
stitution; and  the  proposal  to  consider 
the  best  and  most  conciliatory  mode  of 
correcting  it,  they  cry  down  as  a  dsnge^ 
ens  and  presumptuons  innovstion. 

Sir,  the  Catholics  propose  no  innova- 
tion. They  ask  for  an  equal  share,  as 
Miowanfa^ectsb  in  the  coBstitation«  as  they 
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find  it ;  in  that  constitution,  in  whose 
original  -stamina  they  had  an  nndisputed 
right,  before  there  was  a  Reformation  and 
'  before  there  was  a  Se? olntion,  and  before 
the  existence  of  the  abuses,  which  induced 
the  necessity  of  either.  They  desire  ta 
bear  its  burthens,  to  share  its  dangers,  to 
participate  its  glory,  and  to  abide  its  fate ; 
they  bring,  as  an  offering,  their  hearts  and 
bands,  their  lives  and  fortooes,  bnt  they 
desire  also  the  privilege  of  bringing  wiik 
them  their  consciences,  their  religion,  and 
their  honour,  without  which  they  would 
be  worthless  and  dangerous  associates. 

The  position,  therefore,  to  be  main- 
tained, by  those  who  say  that  the  first 
principles  of  the  constitution  are  in  oppo* 
sition  to  the  claim,  is  rather  a  critical  ons. 
They  must  shew  why  it  is  that  a  Bomsa 
Catholic  may  vote  for  a  member  to  sit  ia 
parliament,  and  yet  may  not  himself  be  a 
member  of  it;  why  he  may  be  the  most 
powerful  and  wealthy  subject  in  the'realm, 
and  the  greatest  landed  proprietor,  and 
yet  may  not  fill  the  lowest  office,  in  the 
meanest  town  upon  his  estates  ;  why  he 
may  be  the  first  advocate  at  the  bar,  and 
be  incapable  of  acting  as  one  of  the  coon- 
sel  of  his  sovereign;  why  he  may  be 
elector,  military  officer,  grand  juror,  cor* 
porator,  magistrate,  in  Ireland,  where  the 
danger,  if  any,  is  immense,  and  why  none 
of- them  in  England,  where  the  caoaea  of 
apprehension  are  comparatively  trifling 
and  insignificant.  Besides  all  this,  argn* 
ing,  as  they  do,  that  their  religion  oecas- 
sarily  includes  hostility  to  the  state,  on 
the  very  points  which,  by  the  oaths  which 
they  have  taken,  are  solemnly  disavowed, 
they  most  shew  the  safoty  of  harbooring» 
in  the  bosom  of  the  state,  and  admitting 
to  its  essential  and  substantial  benefiu,  a 
body  of  men  whose  onljc  title  to  admis- 
sion has  been  peijary  ;  that  is,  a  body  of 
men,  who,  in  addition  to  religioua  opi* 
nions  inconsistent  with  our  parttcnlar 
constitution,  have  violated  the  seleasi^ 
obligations,  which  bind  man  to  m^o,  and 
therefore  are  unworthy  of  heinff  admitted 
into  any  society,  in  which  toe  sacred 
principles  of  social  intercourse  are  re- 
spected. Sir,  if  these  things  are  so,  the 
petitions  of  the  public  should  be«  not  to  be 
protected  against  the  dangers  which  are 
to  come,  but  to  be  rescued  from  those» 
which  have  already  been  incurred  !  nay, 
more,  if  oaths  are  not  regarded,  we  sboQld 
not  rely  oti  the  vain  securities,  which  our 
ancestors  have  resorted  to,  and  which  con* 
sutof  oaths^  and  only  of  oaths  ;^  bat  w* 
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•houkl  deviM  aoma  new  means  of  profiog 
their  religion,  by  the  testimony  of  others, 
and  cbaining^em  down  tQ  it,  without  the 
peestbility  of  disowning  or  escaping  from 
It*  Bat  let  as  examine,  somewhat  more 
accurately,  these  supposed  principles  of 
public  policy,  which  oppose  an  insuper* 
able  bar  to  the  admission  of  the  Roman 
Catholic.  They  join  issue  on  this  point : 
eo  far  as  concession  is  inconsistent  with 
the  troe  principles  of  the  constitutioni  the 
safety  or  the  established  church,  and  of 
the  Protestant  throne,  they  admit  that 
they  are  entitled  to  nothing ;  so  far  as  it 
is  not  inconsistent,  tbey  claim  to  be  enti- 
tled to  every  thing.  liet  it  be  shewn  that 
these  great  foundations  of  our  liberties 
and  of  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical  polity 
are  their  enemies,  and  they  must  yield  in 
silence*  They  must  ffeceiYC  it  as  the 
doom  of  fate ;  it  must  be  submitted  to,  as 
part  of  the  mysterious  system  of  ProTid* 
•nee  which,  whilst  it  has  embarked  us  in 
an  awful  struggle,  for  the  preservation  of 
its  choicest  blessings,  has  ordained  that, 
in  this  struggle,  we  may  not  unite  the 
hearts  and  siiBrections  of  our  people.  We 
must  cherish  the  hope  that  the  same  in* 
comprehensible  wisdom  which  at  once 
impels  ur  to  this  mighty  contest  and 
forbids  us  to  use  the  means  of  success, 
may  work  out  our  safety  by  methodt  of 
its  own*  If  it  can  be  made  appear  that 
the  imperious  interests  of  our  country 
pronoooce,  from  necessity,  this  heavy  and 
imnitigable  sentence,  upon  millions  of  its 
sabjects,  I  trust  that  they  will  learn  sub- 
miasion,  and  not  embitter  their  hopeless 
exclusion,  by  the  miseries  of  discontent 
and  of  disorder;  but,  before  they  bow 
dowil  to  this  eternal  interdict,  before  they 
retire  from  the  threshold  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  the  gloom  of  hopeless  and  never 
ending  exclusion,  I  appeal  to  every  candid 
mind,  are  they  not  entitled  to  have  it 
proved  by  arguments,  clear  as  the  liebt  of 
heaven,  that  this  necessity  exists  ?  I  now 
challenge  the  investigation  of  those  sup- 
posed maxims,  step  by  step,  and  inch  by 
inch ;  let  it  be  staled  in  some  clear  intel- 
ligible form,  what  is  this  fundamental 
prop  of  the  cohstitution ;  what  is  this 
orerwhelming  ruin,  which  is  to  tumble 
upon  us»  by  its  removal*  Let  us  meet 
and  plose  upon  this  argument ;  but  beware 
of  the  attempt  to  outlaw  the  Irish  people 
by  an  artificial  and  interested  clamour  ? 
I^t  not  those,  who  have  encouraged  the 
Irish  people  to  expect  redress,  now  affect 
lo  be  bound  by  this  spell  of  their  own 
(  VOL.  3tXlV. ) 


raisittgt  this  would  be  to  palter  with  their 
own  consciences  and  the  public  safety* 
and  can  entail  no  consequences,  other 
than  calamity  and  disgrace. 

The  only  obstacles  which  appear  to 
stand  in  the*  way  of  the  Roman  Catholics* 
are  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  and  the  De* 
deration  against  Transubsuntiation.  The 
former  of  these  in  its  original  enactment 
and  application  had  a  very  limited  politi- 
cal relation.  I  speak  not  of  the  capriqjoua 
fury  of  Henry  8,  which  made  it  treason  to 
refuse  the  oath.  He  considered  himself, 
under  God,  the  supreme  head  of  the 
church,  in  all  things  spiritual  and  tempo* 
ral ;  and  bound  the  subject  to  submit  to 
all  his  ordinances  made,  and  to  be  made, 
I  under  the  penalty  of  death.  But  the  ap» 
plication  of  the  oath  as  it  was  modified  by 
Elizabeth,  bad  chiefly  (and  with  the  ex* 
ception  of  offices  immediately  derived 
from  the  crown,  or  concerning  the  admi» 
nistration  of  justice)  a  religious,  and  not  a 
political,  application ;  subject  to  these  ex* 
ceptions,  it  professed  not  to  controul  the 
private  opinion,  nor  to  make  it  a  ground 
of  exclusion ;  but  it  subjected  the  public 
profession,  or  non-conformity,  to  penalty; 
and,  accordingly,  Roman  Catholics  were 
adroissable  to  parliament  and  to  corporate 
offices,  for  more  than  one  hundred  years* 
after  the  introduction  of  the  Oath  of  So- 
premacv.  Then  came  the  laws  of  Charles 
2,  which,  for  the  first  time,  superinduced 
general  exclusion  from  office,  ^  a  political 
consequence  of  the  religious  opmion. 

Here,  then,  were  before  us,  two  princi^ 
pies,  the  first,  that  of  the  Reformation, 
which  proscribed  the  religion,  the  second, 
that  of  Charles  f ,  which  presumed  thai 
certain  unconstitutional  tenets  must  be 
hdd  by  those  who  professed  that  religion^ 
and  therefore  made  civil  incapacity  the 
consequence  of  the  religious  belief.  Here 
were  two  principles  perfectly  distinct,  but 
perfectly  consistent — now  what  have  we 
done  ?  We  have,  in  fact,  abrogated  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation,  for  we  have 
repealed  the  laws  against  recusancy^  and 
legalised  the  religion;  having  done  this, 
it  was  a  necessary  consequence  to  say 
that  we  could  not  infer,  from  a  religious 
tenet  which  we  legalised,  a  political  opi* 
nion  inconsistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
state ;  otherwise  we  should  have  been  uu* 
justifiable  in  legalizing  it ;  we  therefore 
substituted,  instead  of  the  renunciation  of 
the  religious  doctrine,  from  which  the  po- 
litical opinion  had  been  formerly  inferred, 
a  direct  denial,  upon  aatbi  of  the  political 
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HpinioD  itself.  If  then  the  Roman  Catholic 
may  lawfully  exercise  the  religioq,  and  if 
he  will  take  the  political  oath,  how  can  we 
consistently  make  the  objection,  either  in 
a  religious  or  political'point  of  view,  to  his 
being  admitted  to  the  remaining  privileges 
of  citizenship  ?     If  there  is  any  thing  in- 
consistent with  the  true  principlet  of  our 
religion,  in  permitting  the  Catholic  to  en- 
joy civil  offices,  the  authors  of  the  Refor- 
mation were  deeply  criminal  in  permitting 
him  to  enjoy  them,  while  they  denounced 
his  religion ;    and  we  have  been  doubly 
traitors,  to  our  religion  and  to  our  consti- 
tution,  in  sanctioning,  by  law,  the  free 
exercise  of  that  religion  ;  throwing  away 
the  religious  test  and  substituting  the  poli- 
tical one  in  the  place  of  it.  If  the  political 
oath,  either  from  its  supposed  insincerity, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  is  an  insufficient 
•qbstitute  for    the   religious    abjuration, 
how  can  we  be  justifiable  in  allowing  it  to 
give  the  Catholic  admission  to  the  high 
constitutional  privileges  which  he  now  en* 
joys  ?  If  it  is  9  sufficient  substitute,  we  pre- 
varicate with  our  own  consciences,  in  re- 
-fusing him  admission,  on  the  strength  of 
it,  to  the  remaining  privileges  which  he 
Tequires — in  direct  violation  of  the  policy 
which  substituted   the  political  oath   for 
the    religious    declaration,  we   now  say 
that  we  require  his  declaration  that  be 
does    not   hold    the    religious    doctrine 
which  implies  the  political.    But  he  is 
ready  to  swear  that  be  does  not  hold  the 
political  doctrine,  and  still  you  prefer  his 
declaration    that  he  does  not    hold  the 
opinion,  which  furnishes  the  presumption, 
to  his  oath  that  he  does  not  hold  the  opi- 
nion, which  is  the  thing  presumed.     Is  not 
this  a  perfect  proof  that  the  political  ap- 
prehension is  a  pretext,  and  that  it  is  bi« 
gotry,  or  something  worse,  which  is  the 
motive  ?     Is  not  this  also  a  full  attestation 
of  your  perfect  reliance  on  the  honour  and 
•incerity  of  the  Catholic,  as  well  as  of 
your  own  intolerance  ?     You  will  accept 
his  word,  as  a  proof  that  he  bas  abjured 
his  religious  tenets,  but  you  will  not  re- 
ceive  his  oath   as  long  as  he  abides  by 
them.  Is  it  he  that  is  insincere  in  his  oath  ? 
Then  why  trust  his  declaration  ?    Has  the 
oath  a  negative  power  ?     It  is  not  merely 
that  his  oath  is  not  binding,  but,  that 
which  shall  be  full  evidence,  if  he  merely 
assert  it  by  implication,  shall  become  ut- 
terly incredible  if  be  swears  to  it  directly. 
Why  this  is  worse  than  transubstantiation ; 
It  is  as  gross  a  rebellion  against  the  evi- 
denca  of  demomtratiooi  as  the  other  ii 


against  the  testimony  of  sense.    Agati 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy  extends  to  a  re- 
nunciation, as  well  of  the  spiritual,  as  of 
the  temporal,  authority  of  the  Pope ;  and 
its  object  appears  to  have  been  two- fold  ; 
first,   to  exclude   the  interference  of  the 
Pope,  in  the  temporal  concerns  of  the 
realm ;  and,  secondly,  to  secure  the  Plro- 
testant  hierarchy,  against  the  claims  of 
the  sect  which  bad   been  evicted  :  as  to 
the  first,  the  Roman  Catholic  tenders  an 
oath,  utterly  denying  the  Pope's  rieht  to 
exercise  any  kind  of  temporal  JQrisdiction 
in  these  kingdoms ;    as  to  the  second,  be 
tenders  an  oath,  abjuring  all  interference 
with  the  Protestant  establishment  and  hie- 
rarchy. What  then  remains  in  difference  ? 
The  right  of  the  Pope  with  respect  to  their 
clergy  ;   now  to  this,  the  Oath  of  Supre- 
macy never  had  any  reference,  nor  could 
have  had  :  their  clergy  were  not  recog- 
nized, as  having  any  legal  existence,  wlien 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy  was  enacted,  nor 
as  the  subject  of  any  other  regulation, 
than  that  of  heavy  punishment  if  they 
were  discovered ;   this  part  of  the  oath 
merely  looks  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Protestant  hierarchy,  and  all  this  is  effec- 
tually provided  for  by  the  oath  which  is 
profiered.     If  the  Catholic  swears  that  be 
will  not  disturb  or  question  the  establish- 
ment, it  would  seem  to  concern  us  very 
little  whether  he  admires  or  approves  ir, 
or  what  may  be  his  abstract  opinion  of  iu 
fitness.    We   have  already  the   eOectof 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  so  far  as  it  con- 
cerns practical  and  conscientioos' submis- 
sion, now  and  at  all  tim,es,  and  it  is  per* 
fectly  childish  to  say  that  we  will  not  ac- 
cept their  present  acqi^iescence,  and  their 
oath  that  they  will  continue  to  acquiesce, 
unless  they  also  swear  that^they  ought,  as 
matter  of  abstract  right,  to  do  so ;   that  if, 
they  must  not  only  submit  to  our  title,  but 
swear  to  our  argument.    I  do  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  mode   of  appointing  their 
clergy  and   the  Pope's  interference  wiib 
respect  to  it,  is  not  a  very  important  topic, 
and  one  which  we  are  well  warranted  in 
looking  to  and  regulating;    but  what  I 
rely  on  is  that  it  is  a  new  subject,  resting 
on  its  own  merits,  and  calling  for  and  re- 
quiring a  conciliatory  adjustment,  but,  in 
no  respect,  involving  any  thing,  which  aA 
fects  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  on  the  prio* 
ciples  of  the  Reformation. 

As  to  the  Corporation  Act,,  every  per* 
son,  acquainted  with  its  history,  knows 
that  it  was  introduced,  not  with  an  aspect 
to  the  Roman  Catholics^  but  to  sectaries 
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of  a  Tery  difteremdefcription,whohad  got 
into  the  corporations  during  the  govern* 
ment  of  Cromwell,  who  were  supposed  to 
be  disafiected  to  the  politics  of  the  court. 
Part  of  the  oath,   as  it  was  originally 
firaroed,  w'as  that  it  was  unlawful,  under 
any  pretence,  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
king,  or  those  commissioned  by  him;  and 
the  amendment,  which  sought  to  qualify 
it  by  adding  the  f^rord  '  lawfully,'  befofe 
commissioned,  was  thrown  out.    One  of 
the   first  acu  of  William  and  Mary  was 
to  repeal  this  scandalous  and  slavish  enact- 
ment, which  was  at  direct  variance  with 
the  first  principles  of  the  Revolution ;  and 
yet  we  are  told,  in  patriotic  petitions,  from 
loyal  Protestant  bodies,  that  this  Corpora* 
tion  Act  was  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of 
the  Revolution.    This  mutilated  fragment, 
one  half  of  which  was  lopped  off  by  the 
Revolution,  is  one  of  its  pillars,  and  the 
Test  Act  is  the   other.     Its    history    is 
known  to  every  body— it  was  the  child  of 
vay  lord  Shaftesbury,  who,  on  the  score  of 
religion^  possessed  a  most  philosophical 
composure,  but  had  a  very  pious, horror 
of  the  court,  and  levelled  this  act  per- 
sonally against  the  duke  of  York ;  and, 
as  the  Corporation  Act  was  the  first  offer* 
ing  of  overflowing  servility,  brought  in  on 
the  full  tide  of  the  Restoration,  so  was  the 
Test  Act  the  result  of  deep  and  bitter  re- 
pentance, subsiding  at  its  ebb ;    and  yet 
these  conflicting,  partial,  and  temporary 
regulations,  are  dwelt  on,  as  if  they  form- 
ed part  of  that  gve^^t  event,  which  we  all 
consider  as  the  foundation  of  our  liberties. 
But  1  beg  to  ask,  has  the  charter  of  our 
liberties  become  obsolete?    If  not,  why 
are   those  mighty  instruments  hung  up 
like  rusty  armour  ?— Does  not  every  man 
know  that  they  are  endured  only  because 
they  are  not  exercised  ?   And  that  they 
are  never  mentioned,  by  any  constitutional 
writer,  without  pleading  their  inactivity 
as  the  only  apology  for  their  existence ! 
The  taste  and  sense  of  the  public  is,  in 
this  respectf  a  reproach  to  the  tardy  libe- 
rality of  the  legislature. 

Sir,  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke) 
to  whom  I  wish  to  allude  with  every  possi- 
ble degree  of  public  and  private  respect, 
hu  desired  that  the  Bill  of  KighU  should 
be  referred  to:  give  me  leave  to  ask,  do 
you  find  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  the  principle 
of  exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics  from  the 
legislature  or  from  the  state?  It  is  re- 
quired, no  doubt,  by  the  Bill  of  RighU, 
that  the  new  oath  of  supremacy,  thereby 
Mbstituted  for  the  former  one,  ibould  be 


taken  by  all  who  were  bound  to  take  the  , 
former  one,  but  this  is  not  introduced  as 
one  of  the  grievances  redressed,  or  rights 
declared,  but  is  merely  incidentally  men- 
tioned, in  consequence  of  the  substitution 
of  the  one  oath  for  the  other ;    and  the 
declaration  against  Popery  is  in  no  respect 
adverted  to;   but  one  fact,  most  decisive 
and  important,  on  this  point,  is  this,  that 
when  this  act  was  passed,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  were  not,  by  any  law, 
or  usage,  excluded  from  parliament  or 
from  civil  or  military  offices.     The  arti- 
cles of  Limerick  (3d  Oct.  1691),  stipulat- 
ed for  all  such  privileges,  in  the  exercise 
of  religion,  as  were  enjoyed  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  2,  and  as  were  consistent  with 
the  laws  of  Ireland.    They  required  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  as  created  in  the  first 
year  of  William  and  Mary;  and  the' oath 
to  be  administered  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, submitting  to  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, was  to  be  that  oath  andf  no  other ; 
and  it  was  further  stipulated  that,  so  soon 
as  their  affairs  would  permit  them  to  sum- 
mon a  parliament,  their  majesties  would 
endeavour  to  procure  them  such  further 
securities  as  might  preserve  them  from 
any  disturbance,  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gion.    At   this    time,  Roman    Catholics 
were   not  excluded   from  parliament  in 
Ireland,  nor  were  there  any  test  or  corpo- 
ration laws  in  force  against  them.     On  the 
faith  of  these  articles,  all  of  which  were 
punctually  performed  on  their  part,  they 
surrendered  the  town,  and  left  king  Wil- 
liam at  liberty  to  apply  his  arms  to  the 
great  cause  in  which  he  was  sustaining 
the  liberties  of  Europe.     The  stipulation, 
on    the    part    of    government,    was    to 
protect  them  against  any  additional  oaths« 
and  to  endeavour  to  procure  for  them  ad- 
ditional securities.    What  was  done?  The 
act  of  the  third  of  William  and  Mary  was 
passed,  giving  them  no  additional  securi- 
ties,  but  excluding  them,    for  the  first 
time,  from  parliament  and  from  offices 
civil  and  military,  and  from  the  bar,  unless 
they   subscribed  the  Declaration  against 
Popery,  and  swore  the  Oath  of  Supremacy. 
The  stipulation,  in  the  articles,  had  been^ 
not  for  those  in  garrison,  but  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  should  enjoy 
their  privileges ;    for  the  garrison,  they 
had  stipulated  for  liberty  to  serve  abroad, 
and  to  be  conveyed  accordingly.    These 
victims  of  mistaken  loyalty,  when  they 
were  about  to  leave  their  native  land,  and 
with  the  characteristic  generosity  and  im- 
proYideoce  of  their  country^  to  commii 
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themaelveSi  with  the  fortunes  of  a  baoish- 
ed  monarcbj  stipulated,  not  for  theitaselTes, 
but  for  the  country  tbey  were  about  to 
leave  for  erer,  and  the  parliament,  by  a 
cruel  niockery,  enacted,  not  for  the  coan* 
try,  but  for  them,  that  tbey  should  not 
]ose  the  privileges  of — what?  Of  being 
barristers  at  law,  clerks  in  chancery,  at- 
torneys,^ practitioners  of  law  and  physics, 
but  that  they  might  freely  use  the  same  ! 

Why,  Sir,  do  I  mention  these  historical 
facts  ?  Not  for  the  purpose  of  raking  up 
the  embers  of  ancient  animosities,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  that,  in  restoring 
the  privileges  of  the  Catholics,  we  are 
performing  an  lict  of  justice,  and  vindicat- 
ing the  Revolution  from  the  stain  of  this 
act  of  perfidy ;— men  who  have  forgotten 
every  circumstance  of  that  great  event, 
which  connects  it  with  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom,  afiect  to  call  this 
breach  of  faith  and  honour,  one  of  the  sa- 
cred principles  of  our  constitution.  It  is 
a  miserable  perversion  of  understanding, 
which  can  forget  every  thing  sacred  and 
animating,  in  that  glorious  struggle,  which 
can  fling  away,  as  dross,  the  precious  at- 
testation, which  it  bears  to  the  jost  rights 
of  the  people,  wbich  would  bury  in  eter- 
nal oblivion,  the  awful  lesson  wbich  it  has 
taught  to  their  rulers,  but  consecrates  and 
embalms  this  single  act  of  injustice,  which 
disgraces  it, 

5ir,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  illostrioos 
persons,  who  perfected  the  ReTolutioii, 
were  not  aware  of  the  injustice  done  to 
Ireland ;  in  the  crowded  events  of  that 
day,  the  stipulations  might  not  have  been 
fully  known,  and  there  have  been,  at  all 
times,  a  set  of  slaves  ready  in  this  coun- 
try, to  defame  and  to  defraud  their  native 
land,  to  trafiic  on  the  calamities  of  their 
countrymen.  I  will  go  further  and  sup- 
pose that  the  severe  necessity  of  the  times 
may  have  made  it  impossible  to  avoid  an 
act  of  injosticej— but  I  will  not  therefore 
confound  the  deviation  with  the  role ;  I 
cannot  trample  on  the  principle  and  wor- 
ship the  exception.— It  might  as  well  be 
said  that,  to  restore  the  Danish  fleet  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  of 
nations,  because  a  deplorable  necessity 
had  compelled  us  to  violate  these  laws  by 
aeiaing  it.  I  nave,  perhaps,  dwelt  too 
long  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  but  I  felt 
anxious  to  meet  the  cry  of  this  great 
charter  of  our  freedom  being  at  variance 
with  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  great 
men  of  that  day  had  deeply  studied  the 
laws  and  conatiUMion  of  their  country; 


with  ardent  feeling  and  •ubltme  concep- 
tions, they  made  no  unnecessary  braM», 
on  any  ancient  usage;   no  wafitoD  en- 
croachment on  any  rights  of  people  or  of 
king;    not  like   our  modern  improver^ 
who  bold  for  nothing  the  wisdom  whick 
has  gone  before  them,  and  set  up  tbeir 
own  crude  conceptions,  with  aa  otter 
tempt  for  all  the  sacr^  lore  of  their 
cestors.    They  committed  bo  rade  ^ 
rage  on  those  who  had  gone  before  tbt 
they  entailed  no  odious  bondage  oa  Uu 
who  were  to  succeed  them—with  the  mo- 
desty and  simplicity  which  charecterim 
great  minds,  they  declared  the  easesitiai 
rights  of  the  constitution.    Tbey  aew  thai 
the  system  of  the  reformation  wofiil4  be 
incomplete,  unless  the  king,  who  wae  ibe 
temporal  head  of  the  church,  abonki  be  in 
communion  with  that  church ;  they  there- 
fore enacted  that  he  should  hold  hie  crown 
only  while  he  adhered  to  hie  religaea. 
They  declared  the   throne    unalterably 
Protestant-^they  declared  the  religion  of 
the  state  unalterably  Protestant ;    and, 
having  thus  laid  the  firm  foundation  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  they  left  all 
other  considerations  open  to  the  pfogreaa 
of  time  and  to  the  wiftlom  of  poeteiity* 

That  time  has  come,  and  that  posterity 
is  now  called  upon  to  decide — ^we  are  fight* 
ing  the  same  battle,  in  which  the  illos- 
trious  deliverer  of  these  coantriea  vraa 
engaged-^we  are  defending  the  lii»ertaaa 
of  Europe  and  of  the  world,  against  ihe 
same  unchangeable  and  insatiable  Mofai- 
tion  which  then  assailed  them— we  are 
engaged  with  an  enemy,  far  moreformida* 
ble  than  Louis  the  1 4th,  whether  we  cen* 
sider  the  vastness  of  his  plans,  the  oosttum* 
mateness  of  his  skill,  his  exihanstlees  re- 
sources, or  his  remorseless  application  el 
them^— but  if  our  dangers  are  aggravated^ 
our  means  of  safety  are  increased.  Wil- 
liam the  3rd  was  obliged  to  watch  with  a 
jealous  eye,  the  movements  of  one  half  ef 
his  subjects,  whilst  he  employed  the  ei 
gies  of  the  other.    We  h»re  it 


power  to  dnite  them  all,  by  one  gseatect 
of  national  justice.  If  we  do  not  wantonly 
and  obstinately  fling  away  the  means, 
which  God's  provid«ice  has  placed  within 
our  grasp,  we  may  bring  the  energies  ef 
all  our  people,  with  one  hand  and  liearl» 
to  strike  against  the  common  enemy. 

Sir,  there  is  a  kind  of  circular  reeaaaing 
which  seems,  at  some  public  meetinga,  to 
pass  for  full  proof.  They  say  that  thia 
meaabre  invades  the  conatitotioB,  becaase 
it  endangers  the  church  I   andtheyaayji 
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eodttigen  the  church,  because  it  iovmdes 
the  eoneiitutioii.  Sir,  it  ii  not  sought  to 
affect  the  church  establi8hment---io  take 
away  its  possessions,  to  degrade  its  rank, 
nor  to  touch  its  emoJuments.  Its  doctrines 
and  its  disciptine  are  not  interfered  with. 
This  is  no  aUempt  to  include  the  Catholic 
within  the  pale  of  the  Protestant  Church, 
nor  to  give  him  any  share  in  its  establish- 
ment. What  is  meant  by  the  cry  ?  Is  it 
that  the  measure  wilt  be  immediatefy  in* 
jurioas  to  the  church,  or  that  it  wiil  en- 
danger the  church,  by  enabling  the  Ca- 
tholics hereafter  to  overturn  it?  In  the 
first  point  of  yiew  the  only  immediate  ef- 
fect it  has,  is  to  open  the  honors  of  the  state, 
to  all  other  descriptions  of  subjects,  as  well 
as  to  those  who  profess  the  established  re- 
ligion :  is  it  meant  to  be  argued  that  the 
Protestant  religion  will  be  deserted,  unless 
a  temporal  bonus  is  held  out  to  those  who 
adhere  to  it  ?— do  they  mean  to  recruit  for 
the  establishment,  by  a  bounty  from  the 
state?  The  supposition  is  too  abhorrent 
from  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  too  de- 
grading to  the '  dignity  of  toe  church.— 
Then  as  to  danger— the  overthrow  of  the 
Protestant  establishment— how  is  this  to 
be  efiected  ?  in  parliament  or  out  of  par- 
liament ?  by  force  or  by  legislation  ?  If 
by  force,  how  does  the  removal  of  civil  dis- 
abilities enable  them  ?  does  it  not  make 
it  much  more  unlikely  that  they  should 
make  the  attempt?  and,  if  they  should 
make  it,  will  not  the  removal  of  the  real 
grievance  deprive  them  of  the  co-opera* 
tion  of  the  moderate  and  of  the  honest  ? 
If  the  latter,  is  it  really  apprehended  that 
the  number  of  members  let  in,  would  be 
strong  enouffh  to  over-role  the  Protestants, 
and  force  a  law  to  pull  down  the  establish* 
noent  ?  Would  you  have  the  returns  much 
more  favourable  to  the  Catholics  than 
tbey  are  at  present?  If  the  entire  100 
Irish  members  were  to  be  Catholics,  could 
such  a  measure,  in  the  range  of  human 
possibility,  be  successful,  or  could  it 
seriously  enter  into  the  contemplation  of 
any  man  in  his  senses  ?  The  apprehension, 
when  it  undergoes  the  test  of  close  exami- 
nation, is  perfectly  chimerical :  these  are 
not  the  fruits  of  the  wholesome  caution  of 
statesmen,  but  the  reveries  of  disordered 
brains.  But  if  you  reject  this  measure 
BOW,  and  postpone  it  to  times  of  diflScuIty 
and  danger,  will  the  interests  of  the  Pro- 
testant church  be  better  guarded  ?  Grant 
it  now,  asd  you  grant  it  as  a  matter  of 
grace,  to  which  you  may  annex  every  feir 
and  nasonable  condiiiun ;  bat  if  you  find 
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it  necessary  to  reiort  to  it  in  some  hour 
of  dismay  and  adversity,  when  the  storm 
is  blowing  and  the  pubUc  institutions  are 
rocking  and  toppling,  will  the  establish^ 
meat  be  perfectly  secure  ?  Again,  if  yoa 
grant  it  now,  you  give  it  to  a  class,  as 
much  inferior  in  property,  as  they  are  supe- 
rior in  numbers.  Now  it  la  a  truth,  as  cer« 
tain  as  any  in  political  economy,  that,  at  no 
very  distant  period,  the  wealth  of  the  coun« 
try  must  become  diffused,  pretty  nearly  ia 
proportion  to  its  relative  population ;  wilt 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  thank  you  for  de« 
ferring  the  adjustment  *of  this  ooestioii 
until  it  shall  be  demanded  by  people,  hav- 
ing as  great  an  ascendancy  in  wealth  as  iti 
population  ?  Sir,  these  are  serious  practical 
considerations,  and  the  clergy  of  this 
country  would  do  well  to  weigh  them  and 
to  reflect  upon  them.  These  are  questions, 
much  more  of  policy  than  of  religion,  and 
it  is  not  without  deep  regret  that  I  see 
any  portion  of  that  respectable  body  in- 
terpose themselves  between  the  wisdom  of 
the  legislature  and  the  temporal  interests 
of  the  subject,  with  such  a  tone  and  such  a 
manner  as  some  of  them  have  assumed  on 
this  occasion.  If  the  interests  of  religion 
or  the  rights  of  their  order  are  at  stake, 
they  are  entitled  to  come  forward  as  a 
body— even  if  the  matter  is  merely  poli- 
tical, they  are  entitled  to  come  forward  as 
individuals ;  but,  that  any  of  them  should 
adopt  the  present  tone  of  unqualified  re- 
monstrance, because  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land propose  to  consider  the  political 
claims  of  their  fellow  christians  and  fellow 
subjects,  with  a  view  to  a  final  uid  amicable 
adjustment,  4oes  not  seem  calculated  to 
advance  the  real  interests  of  religion. 

Sir,  religion  is  degraded  when  it  is 
brandished  as  a  political  weapon,  and 
there  Is  no  medium  in  the  use  of  it :  either 
it  is  justified  by  holy  zeal  and  fervent 
piety,  or  the  appeal  to  it  becomes  liable 
to  the  most  suspicious  imputation.  Sir,  I 
consider  the  safety  of  the  state  as  essentially 
interwoven  with  the  integrity  of  the  esta- 
blishment. The  established  religion  is  the 
child  of  freedom.  The  Reformation  grew 
out  of  the  free  spirit  of  bold  investigation : 
in  its  turn  it  repaid  the  obligation,  with 
more  than  filial  gratitude,  and  contributed, 
with  all  its  force,  to  raise  the  febric  of  our 
liberties.  Our  civil  and  religious  liberties 
would  each  of  them  lose  much  of  their 
security,  if  they  were  not  so  deeply  in- 
dented each  with  the  other.  The  church 
need  not  to  be  apprehensive.  It  is  a  plant 
of  the  grpwth  of  300  years  J  it  has  struck 
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iu  roots  into  the  centre  of  the  state,  and 
nothing,  short  of  a  political  earthquake, 
can  overturn  it:   while  the  state  is  safe  it 
must  be  so ;   but  let  it  not  be  forgotten 
that,  if  the  state  is  endangered,  it  cannot 
be  secure.    The  church  is  protected  by 
the  purity  of  its  doctrines  and  its  disci- 
pline ;   the  learning  and  the  piety  of  its 
ministers;   their  exemplary  discharge  of 
every  moral  and  christian  duty ;  the  dig- 
nity of  its  hierarchy,  the  extent  and  lustre 
of  its  possessions,  and  the  reverence  of  the 
public  for  its  ancient  and  unquestioned 
rights;  to  these  the  Catholic  adds  the  mite 
of  his  oath  that  he  does  not  harbour  the 
chimerical  hope,  or  the  unconstitutional 
wish  to  shake  or  to  disturb  it ;  and  there- 
fore^  all  which  is  requisite,  for  the  security 
of  the  church,  is  that  it  should  remain,  in 
repose,  on  its  own  deep  and  immoveable 
foundations;  and  this  is  the  policy  which 
the  gpreat  body  of  the  church  of  Ireland, 
and,  I  believe  I  may  add,  of  the  church  of 
England,  have  adopted.     If  any  thing 
could  endanger  its  safety,  it  would  be  the 
conduct  of  intemperate  and  officious  men, 
who  would  erect  the  church  into  a  political 
arbiter,  to    prescribe  rules  of   imperial 
policy  to  the  throne  and  to  the  legislature. 
Sir,  a  reason  assigned  by  the  hon.  mem- , 
ber,  who  last  spoke,  for  his  change  of  opi- 
nion, is,  that  the  sense  of  the  people  of 
England    is  against  the  measure.     Sup- 
posing, for  a  moment,  that  the  fact  were 
io,  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  it  really 
is,  would  it  afford  a  fair  argument  for  pre* 
eluding  an  enquiry  and  adjustment?    I 
consider  it,  onder  any  circumstances,  an 
invidious  and  dangerous  topic,  to  cite  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  one  part  of  the 
empire,  against  the  claims  of  the  people 
of  another  part  of  it ;  but  to  cite  it  as  an 
argument  against  the   full  discussion  of 
their  claims,  seems  utterly  unwarrantable. 
But,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  Union 
was  urged  upon  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
under  the  strong  expectation  that  facilities 
would  be  consequently  afforded  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  wishes,  is  it  not 
aomething  very  like  dishonesty,  to  press 
into  the  service,  against  their  claims,  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  England,  and  its 
authority   with  an  English  parliament? 
If  this  question  were  now  under  discussion 
in  an  Irish  parliament,  granted  to  be  in  it- 
aelf  just  and  expedient,  called  for  by  all 
the  Catholics  and  by  a  great  majority  of 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  woqld  it  be  en- 
dured,  as  an  argument,  that  the  cry  of  the 
people  of  England  wai  against  it  i  You 


have  taken  away  that  parliament,  under 
the  assurance  that,  in  a  British  parliament, 
that  might  be  safely  done,  which  in  an  Irish 
parliament,  might  be  difficult  or  dange- 
rous, and  now  you  say, '  true,  the  measore 
is  right,  but  the  difficulty  growa  from  its 
being  discussed  in  an  English  parliament, 
because  such  a  parlaiment  must  defer  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  English,  at  the  ex- 

fience  of  the  rights  of  the  Irish  people.' 
t  may  be  said  that  the  people  of  England 
are  no  parties  to  such  a  compact ;  but  I 
would  appeal  to  the  noble  lord»  who,  if  be 
did  not  guarantee  it  as  a  compact,  was  st 
least  a  very  principal  mover  in  holding  it 
out  as  an  inducement,  whether  be  caa 
countenance  such  a  topic  i  or  can  he 
link  himself  with  those  who  have,  by 
every  indirect  method,  endeavoured  to  ex- 
cite the  people  of  England,  in  order  to  fa* 
bricate  the  argument? 

Sir,  the  opinion  of  the  people  is  un- 
doubtedly entitled  to  a  respectful   atten- 
tion ;    it  is  to  be  listened  to— to  be  can- 
vassed, and,  if  sound  and  reasonable,  to  be 
deferred  to ;    but  the  clamour  of  the  peo- 
ple of  either  country  is  not  to  silence  the 
deliberations  of  parliament,,  still  leas  the 
opinion  of   a  partial  and   very    limited 
portion    of   that    people;     still    less  an 
opinion  founded  on  imperfect  views ;  still 
less  an  opinion  founded  upon  gross  preju- 
dices, excited  and  kindled  by  artful  and 
interested  misrepresentation,  and  for  the 
very  purpose  of  preventing  fair  discussion. 
The  opinion  of  the  people  of  both  coon* 
tries  is  to  be  looked  to,  and  the  reasonable 
foundations  of  the  opinions  of  both  ;  and, 
in  so  doing,  it  is  always  to  be  recollected, 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  Catholics  are 
not  to  be  the  less  regarded  on  account  of 
their  being  principally  condemned  in  cum 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  but  if,  either 
ti-om  prudence  or  afiection,  they  would  be 
respected    if   interspersed     through    the 
counties  of  Great  Britain,'  they  are  not  the 
less  entitled   to  attention,  -because  they 
constitute  four-fifths  of  the  most  vulnerable, 
and  not  least  productive  portion,  of  the 
empire.     The  question,  it  is  tirue,  is  an 
imperial  one  :   Why  ?  Because  Ireland  is 
identified  with   your  interest   and   hap* 
piness,  and  glory ;  her  interests  are  yours, 
and  therefore  Irish  policy  is  imperial  po- 
licy ;  but  it  seems  rather  inconsistent  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  question,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  interests  of  the  two 
countries  are  absolutely  the  aame  ;  and  to 
decide  it   upon  the  principle   thai    the 
rights  of  the  one  are  essentially  and  an* 
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alterably  opposed  to  the  wishes  and  to  the 
safety  of  the  other.     Bat,  Sir,  I  utterly 
deny  the  fact,  that  such  is  the  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  England,— a  pretty  bold 
experiment  has  been  made,  and  it  has 
failed.     The  intelligent  class  of  the  Eng- 
lish public,  those  who  from  property  and 
from  education,  and  from  place  in  society, 
are  entitled  to  sway  the  opinion  of  the  le- 
gislature on  this,  or  on  any  political  sub- 
ject, are,  I  firmly  believe,  friendly  to  a 
foil  discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims,  and 
with  a  strong  leaning  in  favour  of  libera- 
lity and  concession,  if  they  can  be  made 
appear  consistent  with  public  safety.  This 
is  a  tribunal  to  which  an  appeal  may  be 
fairly  made,  and  to  which  adequate  and 
ample  satisfaction  should  be  given  ;.  and 
there  is  no  concession  or  sacrifice,  not  in- 
consistent with  the  essential  principles  of 
their  religion,  which  the  Catholics  are  not 
bound  to  make  for  the  purpose.    But,  Sir, 
beyond  this  public,  and  to  the  dregs  of 
the  community  I  fear  there  are  some  des- 
perate enough  to  look:    1    have    heard 
something  like  a  muttered  threat  of  such 
an  appeal ;  but  I  do  not  believe,  though 
there  is  much  valour  at  present  on  this 
subject,  that  we  need  fear  a  repetition  of 
the  outrages  of  St.  George's  Fields ;  I  do 
not  fear  that  our  ears  will  be  again  assailed 
by   the  hell-shout  of  *'  No  Popery."    I 
have  heard  something  more  than  an  insi« 
nuation,  within  these  walls,  that  this  \n  a 
question  in  which  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people  are  very  deeply  interested,  and 
that  their  voice  is,  on  this  occasion,  to  be 
particularly  attended  to.  Sir,  the  doctrine 
is  rather  novel  in  the  quarter  from  which 
it  proceeds,  nor  am  1  disposed  to  give  it 
an  unqualified  denial.      I  should  be  sorry 
to  contend,  that  the  voice  of  any  portion 
of  oor   fellow  subjects,  however  homblei 
should  be  disregarded ;  if  they  complain 
of  grievances  by  which  they  are  oppress- 
ed, of  justice  withheld,  or  of  any  thing 
trenching  upon  their  freedom  or    their 
comforU,  they  are  to  be  heard  with  pa- 
tient and  with  deep  attention ;  and  the 
more  bumble  the  situation  of  the  com- 
plainants, the  more  bonnden  the  duty  of 
the  representative  to  listen  to  them;  but, 
on  a  subject  like  the  present,  where  the 
legislature  is  called  on  to  withhold  the 
privileges  of  the  constitution  from  a  great 
proportion  of  the  people,  upon  supposed 
principles  of  state  government;    when 
claims  of  common  right  are  withheld,  in 
^^f^crence  to  sacred  and  mysterious  maxims 
w  imperial  policy ;  on  such  a  subject,  I 


say,  it  is  something  more  than  absurdity 
to  affect  a  deference  for  the  shoots  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people.  Sir,  the  ap- 
prehension of  such  an  appeal  being  re- 
sorted to,  need  not  affect  oar  deliberations; 
those  who  intimate  such  an  intention 
know  fall  well  that,  though  the  threat 
may  be  endured,  the  times  would  not  bear 
the  execution  of  it ;  they  know  full  well 
that,  if  parliament  determines  to  pursue 
its  steady  course  of  calm  investigation  and 
liberal,  adjustment,  there  is  no  faction  in 
the  state,  which  can  effectually  interpose 
between  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  le» 
gislature  and  the  just  demands  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland  has  been  resorted  to,  as  an  ar- 
gument for  abandoning  the  pledge  of  the 
last  session.  Sir,  I  am  not  the  advocate  of 
their  intemperance ;  I  am  free  to  say  that 
there  have  been  some  proceedings,  on  the 
part  of  the  publ  ic  bod  ies,  who  afllect  t  o  act  for 
them,  altogether  unjustifiable.  Their  at- 
tempts to  dictate  to  the  entire  body  how  they 
are  to  act  on  each  particular  political  occur- 
rence, their  presuming  to  hold  an  inquisition 
on  the  conduct  of  individuals,  in  the  exer* 
cise  of  their  elective  franchise,  and  putting 
them  under  the  ban  of  their  displeasure, 
because  they  vote  for  their  private  friends, 
and  abide  by  their  plighted  engagements; 
all  this  is  a  degree  of  inquisitorial  autho- 
rity unexampled  and  insufferable;  and 
this,  by  persons  professing  themselves  the 
advocates  of  unbounded  freedom  and  un- 
it mi  ted  toleration,  at  the  moment  when 
they  are  extending  their  unparlying  ty* 
ranny  into  the  domestic  arrangements  of 
every  Catholic  family  in  the  country. 
Sir,  I  am  equally  disgusted  with  the  tone 
of  unqualified  demand,  and  haughty  re- 
jection of  all  condition  or  accommodation 
so  confidently  announced  by  them  ;  nor 
can  I  palliate  the  intemperance  of  many 
of  their  public  speeches,  nor  the  exagger- 
ation and  violence  of  some  of  their  printed 
publications.  To  this  tone  I  never  wish 
to  see  the  legislature  yield  ;  but,  as  this 
Indecent  clamour  is  not  to  compel  them 
to  yield  what  is  unreasonable,  I  trust  it 
will  not  influence  them  to  withhold  what 
is  just. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  most  unfair  to  visit 
on  the  Boman  Catholics,  the  opinions  and 
the  conduct  of  such  public  assemblies  as 
profess  to  act  for  them ;  if  they  labour 
under  a  real  and  a  continuing  grievance, 
and  one  which  justifies,  on  their  part,  a 
continued  clainif  they  most  act  through 
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the  madiain  of  popular  aisemblies,  and 
maitt  of  coarse  be  exposed  to  all  the  in* 
cooveoiencies  which  attend  discussion  in 
such  assemblies.  In  all  such  places,  we 
know  that  unbounded  applause  attends 
the  man,  who  occupies  the  extreme  posi* 
lions  of  opinion,  and  th^t  the  extravagance 
of  his  expression  of  such  opinion  will  not 
be  calculated  to  diminish  it.  That  there 
may  be  many  individuals,  anxious  to  pro- 
mote their  own  consequence,  at  the  ex- 
'pence  of  the  party,  whose  interests  they 
profess  to  advocate,  is  an  evil  inseparable 
from  such  a  stale  of  things ;  and,  amongst 
those  who  sincerely  wish  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  cause,  much  may  fairly 
be  attributed  to  the  heat,  naturally  gene- 
rated by  long  continued  opposition ;  much 
to  the  effects  of  disappointed  hope ;  much 
to  the  resentment,  excited  and  justified  by 
insolent  and  virulent  opposition.  But, 
Sir,  I  should  unworthily  shrink  from  my 
doty,  if  I  were  not  to  avow  my  opinion, 
that  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  public 
mind  in  Ireland  is,  above  all  things,  im- 
putable to  the  conduct  of  the  government. 
Without  recurring,  unnecessarily,  to  sub- 
jects which  have  been  already  discussed 
in  this  House,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
that  the  ra3h  interference  with  the  right 
of  petitioning,  has  given  deep  and  just 
offence  to  the  entire  Catholic  body.  They 
have  been  compelled  to  rally  round  their 
qonstitutional  privileges,  a1)d  make  com- 
mon cause;  those  excesses,  which,  two 
years  since,  would  have  been  eagerly  re* 
pressed  by  the  Catholics  themselves,  might 
now,  I  fear,  be  regarded  with  some  degree 
of  £avoiKable  allowance  on  their  part. 

Sir,  I  must  say  that  the  country  has  not 
been  fairly  dealt  with  on  this  subject.  It 
is  the  boonden  doty  of  the  government  to 
make  up  their  mind,  and  to  act  a  consis- 
tent part.  If  this  measure  is  utterly  inad- 
missible, expectation  should  be  put  down 
by  the  certainty  of  rejection;  resentment 
should  be  allayed  by  the  clear  exposition 
of  the  necessity  which  bars  ;  the  fever  of 
the  public  mind  should  be  subdued,  and 
all  the  means  of  conciliation,  conaisteat 
with  such  a  system,  shouki  be  resorted  to. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  this  claim  may  and 
ought  to  be  acted  on,  it  should  be  frankly 
received  and  honestly  forwarded ;  every 
Aicility  for  its  accomplishment  should  be 
aflorded,  by  tempering  and  direoting  the 
prooftedings  of  tiiose  who  seek  it ;  by 
snggestibg  the  conditions  and  terms  on 
which  it  should  bo  granted;  and  by  ar* 
nmgiDg  the  dntaUs^aa  weU  as  by  pbaoing 
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the  outlines,  of  such  a  system.     But  bow 
can  any  honest  mind  be  reconciled  to  the 
ambiguity,  in  which  the  cabinet  haa  con- 
cealed itself  from  public  view,  on   this 
^reat  national  question,— or    with   what 
justice  can  they  complain  of  the  madnese, 
which  grows  out  of  this  fever  of  their  own 
creating.    This  is  not  one  of  those  qoe»> 
tions  which    may    be  left  to  time  and 
chance ;   the  exclusion  of  these  million^ 
from  the  rights  of  citizenship,  is  either  a 
flagrant  injustice,  or  its  necessity  springs 
out  of  the  sacred  fountains  of  the  coastito- 
tion.    This  is  no  subject  of  compromise. 
Either  the  claim  is  forbidden,  by 
imperious  principle  too  sacred  io  be 
pered  with,  or  it  is  enjoined  by  a  law  of 
reason  and  justice,  which  it  is  oppressioa 
to   resist,     in  ordinary  cases  it  aooods 
well  to  say  that  a  question  is  left  to  the 
unbiassed  sense  of  parliament  and  people; 
but,  that  a  measure  of  vital  importance, 
and  which  has  been  again  and  agaio  dis* 
cussed  by   all   his    Majesty's  ministen; 
should  be  left  to  work  its  own  course  and 
suffered  to  drift  along  the  tide  of  parlia* 
mentary  or  popular  opinion,  seems  dtfi* 
cult    to    understand, — tbat^  govenuneni 
should  be  mere  spectators  of  such  a  pro- 
cess is  novel ;   bot,  when  it  is  known  that 
they  all  have  considered  it  deeply,  and 
formed  their  opinions  decidedly  m  direct 
opposition  to  ea^h  other,  that,  after  this, 
they  shouki  conaelt  in  the  same  cabinet* 
and  sit  on  the  same  bench,  professing  a 
decided  opinion  in  point  of  theory,  and  a 
strict   neutrality  in    point  of  practice; 
that,  on  this  a^est  angry  of  all  questions, 
they  should  suffer  the  population  of  the 
coantrv  to  be  committed  in  motual  hosti* 
lity,  and  convulsed  with  mutual  raaooar, 
aggravated  by  the  uncertainty  of  theevent, 
producing,  on  the  one  side;,  all  the  fury  of 
disappointed  hope,  on  the  other  side  ma- 
lignity and  hatred,  from  the  apprehttisioo 
that  the  measure  may  be  carried,  and  in- 
solence from* every  crrcomaianoc^  pub- 
lic or  private,  which  tends  to  disappotet 
or    to   poatpone    it;     one-half    of    the 
King's     ministers     encouragiog     them 
to  seek,  without  enabling  them  to  ob- 
tain,—- the  other  half  subdivided ;    some 
holding  out  an  ambiguous  hope,  otheis 
announcing  a  never  ending  despair.    I 
ask,  is  this  a  state  in  which  the  gmtrw^ 
ment  of  the  country  has  a.  right  to  leave 
it  ?  Some  master  piece  of  impesial  policy 
must  he  anfokied,  some  deep  and  saosed 
principle  of  empire,  something  §ae  r«» 
moved  from  the  aospioioii  f  f  anviertby 
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oomproniie^  of  principle  for  power,  to 
reconcile  the  feeltogi  of  the  intelligent 
public,  or  to  uphold  a  rational  confidence 
in  the  honesty  or  seriooinefs  of  the  go« 
▼ernment  Sir,  the  consequences  of  such 
conduct  are  disastrous,  not  merely  in  the 
tumult  and  discord  which,  in  this  parti- 
colar  instance,  they  are  calculated  to  ez« 
cite,  but  in  their  effect  upon  the  character 
of  the  goyernment -and  the  times.  Sir,  I 
repeat  it,  the  Icish  Catholics  have  not  been 
fairly  •  dealt  with  ;  the  government  has 
not,  in  any  instance,  come  into  amicable 
contact  with  them ;  it  has '  not  consulted, 
nor  soothed,  nor  directed  them ;  it  has  ad- 
dressed them  only  in  the  stern  Toice  of 
the  law,  in  state  prosecution,  and  it  is  most 
unjust  to  charge  against  them  the  anger, 
which  hat  been  kindled  by  such  treat* 
ment :  but.  Sir,  I  ask  what  have  the  Ca- 
tholict  done  ?  Look  to  their  actions  for  the 
last  century,  and  do  not  judge  them  by  a 
few  intemperate  expressions  or  absurd 
poblications,— these  are  not  the  views  of 
ttatesmen,— you  are  considering  the  po» 
licy  of  centuries,  and  the  fate  of  a  people, 
and  will  yoo  condescend  to  argue,  on  such 
a  subject,  the  merits  of  a  pamphlet,  or  to 
acan  the  indiscretions  of  an  angry  speaker 
at  a  public  meeting  ?  Of  this  I  am  sure 
that,  if  the  violence,  with  which  the  de- 
mand has  been  urged,  by  some  of  its  ad- 
vocates, is  to  create  a  prejudice  against  it, 
the  virulence,  with  which  it  has  been  re* 
jected,  by  some  of  its  opponents,  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  have  some  operation  in 
its  favour ;  perhaps  under  these  opposite 
impulses  of  passion,  a  chance  may  be  af- 
forded of  reason  having  fair  play ;  and  a 
hearing  may  be  procured  for  the  merits  of 
the  case,  ^his  too  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  that  the  Catholics  are  seeking 
their  rights ;  that  they  are  opposed  by  an 
adverse  government,  many  of  whom  de- 
clare that  no  concession,  on  their  part, 
could  be  efiectual,  but  that  their  doom  is 
incerminable  exclusion.  May  I  ask,  whe- 
ther it  is  fair  to  require,  or  reasonable  to 
expect,  that  the  Catholics  should,  under 
such  circumstances,  exercise  a  fastidious 
delicacy,  in  the  selection  of  their  friends ; 
and  say  to  those,  who  profess  themselves 
their  advocates,  *'We  refuse  your  aid, 
your  language  is  not  sufficiently  mea* 
aured ;  you  urge  our  demands  in  too  warm 
and  too  oncjoalified  a  tone,  and  we  prefer 
the  chances,  which  may  arise,  from  throw* 
ing  ourselves -on  the  mercy  of  our  ene- 
mies V 

Sir,  I  will  not  affect  to  disguise  the  fact, 
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that  there  are  persons  in  Ireland,  who  look 
to  revolution  and  separatioh.  '  I  certainly 
do  not  mean  to  say,  nor  do  I  believe,  that 
those,  whose  warmth  of  expression  baa 
been  so  much,  and  so  justly  complained 
of,  are,  in  the  most  remote  desree,  liable 
to  the  suspicion  of  being  joined  with  such 
a  party.  The  Separatists  are,  in  my  judg- 
ment, neither  namerouii,  nor,  in  them- 
selves, formidable ;  and,  of  this  I  am 
sure,  that  they  tremble  at  the  prospect  of 
the  adjustment  of  the  Catholic  claims,  aa 
a  measure  deadly  to  their  views.  Is  it  a 
wise  policy,  is  it  a  course  which  any  go« 
vernment  can  justify  to  the  country,  to* 
recruit  for  these  public  enemies,  by  en- 
deavouring to  embody  the  legitimate 
claims  of  the  Catholics  with  their  wild  and 
pernicious  projects  ?  b  it  not  madness  to 
oppose  the  same  blind  and  indiscriminate 
resistance  to  the  honest  objects  of  the 
great  untainted  landed  and  coitimercial 
interests  of  the  Cathofic  people,  and  to  af- 
fect to  confound  them,  in  a  common  cause« 
with  those  miserable  enemies  of  public 
fireedom  and  safety }  Sir,  if  I  am  asked 
what  course,  in  my  opinion,  should  be 
pursued,  in  this  momentous  buainess,  I  can- 
not answer  without  doubt  and  distruH  in 
my  own  judgment,  where  I  may  difler 
from  many  whose  opinion  I  highly  re- 
spect; but  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the  opi- 
nion, which  I  have  always  entertained, 
and  always  expressed,  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, on  this  subject,  is,  that  this  mea- 
sure cannot  be  finally  and  satisfactorily* 
adjusted,  unless  some  arrangement  shall 
be  made,  with  respect  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergy,  and  some  security  afforded 
to  the  state,  against  foreign  interference. 
On  the  best  consideration  I  have  been 
able  to  gfve  the  subject,  and  on  the  fullest 
communication  I  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  on  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  such  secu- 
rity may  be  afforded,  without  interfer'mg, 
in  any  degree,  with  the  essentials  of  their 
religion;  and,  if  so,  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  its  being  required,  is  a  sufficient 
reason  fbr  conceding  ii.  Tbis  is  not  a 
struggle  for  the  triumph  of  one  party  of 
the  state  over  another ;  it  is  a  great  na- 
tional sacrifice  of  mutual  prejudices,  for 
the  common  good ;  and  any  opportunity 
of  gratifying  the  Protestant  mind  should 
be  eagerly  seized  by  the  Catholic,  even  if 
the  condition  required  were  uncalled  for 
by  any  real  or  well  founded  apprehen- 
sion ;  but  I  must  go  a  step  further,  and 
avow,  that  the  state  has,  in  my  opinion, 
a  right  to  require  some  fair  security 
(SG) 
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againat  foreign  inflaence  in  its  domestic 
concerns.    What  this  security  may  be, 
provided  it  shall  be  effectual,  ought,  as  I 
oonceive,  to  be  left-  to  the  option  of  the 
Catholic  body.    I  am  little  solicitous  about 
the  form,  so  that  the  substance  Is  attained. 
As  a  Veto  has  been  objected  to,  let  it  not 
be  required ;  hot  let  the  security  be  af- 
fordea,  either  by  domestic  nomination  of 
the  clergy,  or  in  any  shape  or  form,  which 
shall  exclude  the  practical  efiect  of  fo- 
reign interference.    Let  them  be  liberally 
provided  for  by  the  state,  let  them  be  na- 
tives of  the  country  and  educated  in  the 
country,  and  let  the  full  and  plenary  exer- 
cise of  spiritual  authority  by  the  Pope, 
which  forms  an  essential  part  of  their  re- 
ligious discipline,  remain  in  all  its  force ; 
leave  to  their  choice  the  mode  of  recon- 
ciling these  principles,  and  stand  not  upon 
the  manner,  if  the  thing  is  done.    An  hon. 
I^entleman  asks,  will  this  satisfy  the  Ca- 
tholics ?  I  will  not  be  so  indiscreet  as  to 
answer  for  what  will  satisfy  them ;  I  be- 
lieve it  will ;  but  it  is  enough  for  me  to 
know  that  this  ought  to  satisfy  them ;  and 
of  this  we  may  be  convinced,  that  we  do 
not  enable  them   to   obtain  what  they 
ought  not,  by  granting  them  what  the^ 
ought  to  have  :  but  what  is  the  use,  it  is 
asked,  of  a  measure  proposed  as  an  instru- 
ment of  peace,  if  it  is  Hkel3%  on  the  con- 
trary, to  produce  nothing  but  dissatisfac- 
tion ?  1  answer,  first,  I  believe  it  will  pro- 
duce full  satisfaction,  if  frankly  proposed^ 
and  honestly  acted  on ;  but  if  you  doubt 
of  this,  do  not  make  your  proceeding  an 
absolute  and  a  final  one,«— reserve  the  ope- 
ration of  the  act,  which  grants  relief,  (if 
yon  think  it  necessary)  until  the  accom- 
panying measure   of   security  shall  be 
ripened,  so  as  to  ensure  satisfaction  in 
their  enactment ; — declare  your  principles 
of  security,  and  your  conditions,  and  let 
the  operation  of  your  law,  or  the  effect  of 
your  resolution,  await  the  desire  of  the 
Catholic  body,  signified,  or  fairly  under- 
stood, with  respect  to  them.    Pursue  this 
course,  pot  this  measure  into  the  hands  of 
those,  in  whom  the  Catholics  can  place 
confidence,  or  give  them  such  a  parliap 
mentary  pledge,  that  the^  may  see  that 
the  accomplishment  of  their  wishes  is  de- 
pendant on  their  own  good  sense  and  mo- 
deration; and,  I  have  no  doubt,  they  will 
not  be  wanting  to  contribute  their  part, 
to  this  great  national  work  of  strength 
and  union,— in  all  events  you  will  have 
diKharged    your  duty;    you  will  have 
given  satisfaction  to  the  honest,  and  to  the 


reasonable.  Yon  will  have  separated  the 
sound  Irom  the  anaound ;  and  you  will 
leave  the  bigot  or  the  incendiary,  stripped 
of  all  his  terrors,  by  depriving  him  of  aU 
his  grievances.— Sir,  I  have  done.— I  maj 
be  in  error ;  but  I  have  not  sacrificed  to 
interest  or  to  prejudice^  and  I  have  spokes 
my  sentiments  in  the  sincerity  of  my 
heart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Charks  Yarke : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  cannot  withhold  my 
well  merited  tribute  of  applaase  totbe 
right  hon.  member  who  has  just  sat  dowo 
on  the  brilliant  display  of  eloquence  be 
has  made; — eloquent,  however,  as  he  lias 
been,  he  has  failed  of  convincing  me.  I 
request  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  wbile 
I  state,  as  briefly  as  possible,  some  of  the 
grounds  on  which  I  hold  a  di&rent  opi- 
nion, and  with  which  nothing  hot  so  ir- 
resistible sense  of  public  duty,  cooldia* 
duce  me  to  trouble  them  at  this  time,  sfier 
the  repeated  discussions  the  subject  hu 
already  undergone,  and  the  share  I  my- 
self took  of  them,  on  a  former  occasioo. 

It  is  evident  that  the  right  hon.  gentle 
man  is  by  no  means  unaware  of  the  poin^ 
where  the  greatest  danger  lies;  wbeabc 
assures  us  of  his  own  jealousy  <>f  f^ 
power  and  influence  of  the  papal  see  and  oi 
the  Romish  priesthood  ;  and  I  admitttb^ 
if  I  could  be  fairly  satisfied  on  that  most 
material  point,  the  peril  of  foreign  interfer- 
ence, I  sjiould  be  inclined  to  lend  my*^" 
to  the  question,  and  endeavour,  u  f^'.  ** 
practicable,  to  satisfy  the  reasonable  cisu&* 
of  the  Roman  Catholics.    Before  1  go  lO^ 
this  part  of  the  subject,  however,  I  vif 
to  set  the  right  hon.  gentleman  right  in 
one  or  two  points,  in  which  he  *PPf*!l( 
have  misunderstood  my  hon.  friend  m- 
Bankes).    My  hon.  friend   has  joftifie<< 
his  change  of  opinion  (among  other  tery 
weighty  and  satisfactory  reasons),  not  oa 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  so  \vp ' 
proportion  of  the,  British  Protestant  pe«* 
pie  alone  (though  this  of  itself  would  hs^ 
been  a  most  material  circumstaocei  ^^ 
curring  since  the  Resolution  of  the } 
session) ;    but  on    the  great  9^^^' 
which  has  taken  place,  in  the  ••»*'""*". 
of  the  Protestanto  of  Ireland.    Thi»»«**; 
to  me,  of  iuelf,  sufficient  to  vindicste  |^^ 
change,  which  has  taken  pl^ce  lo 
view  of  my  hon.  friend.    Neither  h»^ 
the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts  been«p«* 
of  as  the  bulwarks  of  the  coDstitutioo.  <^ 
stractedly  considered,  but  as  those  ot 
established  church,  which,  howcTcr,  W 


ffil] 


en  the  Clabnt  qfthe  Roman  Quhotia. 


Fib.  25,  181$. 


[8SS 


be  ooniidered  u  in  a  manner  identified 
with  it. '  On  the  main  qoestion  I  agree* 
in  aoTeral  particalarB,  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  latt  It  has  nerer  ap* 
peared  to  me  to  be  a  question  of  tolera- 
tion^  in  the  correct  sense  of  the  word ;  for 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  completely  tole- 
rated in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion ; 
and^  coald  it  be  shewn,  that  this  toleration 
is  really  defecti? e  in  any  particalar,  I,  for 
one*  am  ready  to  concur  m  a  proper  re* 
medy.  Neither  i»it  a  qoestion  of  right; 
for  the  right  is*  ondoobtedly*  in  the  state* 
to  protect  itself  and  its  establishmenu* 
against  all  those  who  may  be  supposed 
hostile  to  it.  On  the  other  hand*  I  will 
readily  admit  that  all  these  disabling  laws 
are  only  jostifiable  on  the  ground  of  the 
necessity  of  self  defence*  on  the  part  of 
the  state ;  if  the  necessity  no  longer  exists* 
1:"*  them  be  repealed.  The  true  qoestion 
therefore  is*  are  they  now  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  our  Protestant  com- 
munity? It  will  not  be  denied*  that  we 
are  essentially  a  Protestant  sute;  and 
that  this  is  a  fundamenul  principle  of  the 
constitution.  The  Bill  of  Righu  decides 
this  point;  and  it  appears  to  me*  super* 
llnous  at  leastf  if  not  mischievous*  to  re- 
enact*  as  the  right  honourable  mover  has 
proposed  to  do*  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
Act  of  Settlement*  in  the  Bill«.  which  he 
intends  to  bring  in*  upon  this  occasion.  I* 
for  one*  am  not  obliged  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  for  offering  to  declare  these* 
our  ancient  and  fundamental  laws*  in  the 
preamble  to  a  modem  act  of  parliament. 

If*  then*  these  are  our  fundamental  laws* 
it  seems  to  be  clear  and  indisputable  that 
the  omif  pnbamdi  rests  upon  those,  who 
would  propose  to  us  to  alter  or  rescind 
them.  We  have  a  right  to  be  satisfied  on 
a  matter  so  important.  It  b  enough  for 
us  to  say*  here  are  our  laws*  and  on  these 
we  rely.  We  are  surrounded  by  gloomy 
clooda  and  the  thick  darkness  of  the  pre- 
sent time ;  we  are  wandering  in  the  most 
dreadful  obscurity*  both  moral  and  poli- 
tical* in  which  the  world  wu  ever  in- 
volved ;  we  cannot  see  our  way  ;  we 
must  wait  for  the  dawn ;  our  only  hope 
of  safety  consists  in  clinging  to  our  vene- 
rable* and  long-tried  institutions. 

I  for  one*  Mr.  Speaker*  must  declare* 
that*  after  the  most  attentive  (and  I  hope 
unpr<(iodiced)  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject for  seven!  years*  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  this  fundamental  alteration  in  our 
constitution,  in  church  and  state»  can  be 
Mfely  iitempted  at  Ibt  present  moment. 

a 


It  is  obvious*  that*  if  these  restraining  or 
disabling  statutes  are  altered  <or  laid  aside* 
with  regard  to  the  Roman  Catholics*  the 
same  most  be  done  for  Protestant  dis- 
senters hf  all  descriptions*  by  inevitable 
consequence ;  and  it  will  be  for  the  House 
to  consider,  whether  they  are  prepared  to 
repeal*  at  once*  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts.  I  am  not*  however*  one  of  those 
who  think  that  these  restraining  statutes 
may  not  ever  be  laid  aside;  it  is  sufficient 
for  me  to  express  my  opinion  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  laid  aside  now.  Circum- 
stances may  arise  hereafter*  which  may 
render  such  a  measure  expedient  and  de* 
sirable;  circumstances*  similar  to  those* 
which  have  occurred  heretofore ;  I  mean 
in  1790  and  1791.  At  that  period*  which 
was  about  the  time  of  my  first  entering 
this  House*  I  felt  the  strongest  desire  to 
see  such  a  measure  carried  through*  with 
reference*  as  well  to  Ireland*  as  to  Great 
Britain;  and  I  have  ever  since  been 
amazed  at  the  failure  of  so  salutary  an 
arrangement.  I  have  ever  since  been 
unable  to  account  for  the  reason*  why  so 
favourable  an  opportunity  was  omitted*  as 
then  presented  tuelf*  when  the  Braschi 
Pope  (Pius  a*)  was  seated  in  the  Papal 
chair*  whose  attachment  to  the  British  na- 
tion was  well  known ;  and  whose  territo* 
ries*  about  the  time  when  some  of  these 
plans  were  in  c<»itemplation,  (1793-94) 
were  actually  protected  by  a  British  fleet, 
as  his  person  was*  by  a  regiment  of  Bri- 
tish dragoons.  It  is  inconceivable  why 
something  effectual  was  not  then  accom* 
plished ;  but  it  would  appear  as  if  the  go- 
vernment of  that  day*  had  "  reckoned 
without  their  host;''  that  is*  had  neg- 
lected to  secure  the  co*openstion  of  the 
Pope;  without  whose  assistance*  I  am 
afraid*  that  nothing  final  or  satisfoctory 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  can  ever  M 
brought  about.  I  think  some  such  ar^ 
rangement  might  have  been  made*  at  tho 
period  to  which  I  allude ;  I  will  not  even 
despair  of  similar  favourable  circum* 
stances  recurring  again.  Suppose  that, 
in  the  midst  of  the  extraordinary  and 
varying  events  to  which  we  have  been 
witnesses ;  suppose  that*  among  the  tent 
of  thousands  of  victims  who  perished  in 
the  bloody  field  of  Borodino*  or  in  that 
dreadful  retreat  from  Moscow*  amidst  the 
horrid  severities  of  a  Russian  winter*  it 
had  pleased  Providence  to  put  an  end  to 
the  career  of  our  mortal  and  inveterate 
enemy,  the  most  execrable  tyrant  that 
ever  afflicted  the  human  race,  is  it  too 
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inach  to  imagine,  that  the  lapse  of  a  few 
months,  perhaps,  might  have  placed  this 
couDtry,  and  all  Enrope,  in  a  sitnaAion, 
ao  different  from  that  in  which  it  has  been 
ao  long  involved,  as  to  justify  sanguine 
expectations  of  the  recurrence  of  such 
favourable  circumstances:  be  that  as  it 
nay,  however,  I  have  great  doubts  whe- 
ther this  plan  can  ever  succeed  without 
the  concnrrence  of  the  Pope  himself,  in 
aoroe  shape  or  other ;  and,  as  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  no  probability  whatever  of 
obuining  it,  at  the  present  moment,  I 
can  see  no  good,  but  on  the  contrary, 
much  evil,  likely  to  arise  from  going  into 
a  general  committee  on  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  claims,  such  as  is  now  proposed. 

This  is  a  question  wholly  of  political 
expediency ;"  in  other  words,  on  which 
aide  lies  the  greater  difficulty  and  danger? 
Pirfft,  what  is  the  danger  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  conceding  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
at  this  time  ?  Secondly,  what  is  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  not  conceding 
to  them,  at  the  present  time  ?  Under  these 
two  considerations,  all  the  main  arguments, 
relied  on  by  the  supporters  of  these  inno- 
vations, appear  to  be  reducible  ;  as  they 
consist;  First,  in  depreciating  and  ridi- 
culing the  supposed  power,  influence,  and 
daneerous  tenets  of  the  Papal  See,  and 
of  the  Romish  priesthood ;  and,  secondly 
-—in  exaggerating  and  magnifying  the 
perils  to  be  expected  from  the  discontents 
and  dissatisfactron  of  the  Papists  in  this 
realm,  if  their  demands  are  not' complied 
with. 

As  to  the  first  point,  it  must  depend  on 
^  consideration  of  the  Popish  tenets  of  this 
day ;  and  of  the  conduct  of  that  church, 
with  reference  to  the  actual  state  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  at  this  alarming  conjuncture. 

I  most  here  observe,  that  these  Roman 
Catholip  pretensions  approach  us  under  a 
double  aspect;  as  it  were,  under  a  mask 
with  two  faces,  There  is  the  liehiiio  Laiei^ 
ahd  thei^e  is  the  Heligio  CUru  When  it  is 
objected  that  the  opinions  and  tenets  of 
the  Romish  church  are  irreconcilable 
with,  and  hostile  to,  our  Protestant  estab- 
IfSbment,  we  are  told  that  the  higher  ranks 
of  the  Romish  communion,  in  the  united 
kingdom,  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who 
dlaini  a  participation  in  our  privileges, 
care  very  little  about  these  dogmas  and 
doctrines,  or  about  ihe  Pope^s  supremacy. 
They  are  of  the  old  religion ;  and  adhere 
to  it,  forM>orh,  more  on  the  footing  of  a 
point  of  honour,  and  as  a  mark  of  ancient 

Ikitoily  apd  clanabip,  than  on  accooot  of 


religmua  faith  or  moral  conviction.  .  Afld, 
indeed,  there  can  be  little  doobt  that  Irca- 
thinking  and  infidelity  have  made  m  pt^ 
gross  among  Roman Catholica  of  the  acbon 
description,  as  they  have  done  eoMNig 
Protestants  of  a  similar  class.  Bot  the  iie- 
l^io  Cieri,  is  still  a  different  thiiiff»  aod 
the  clergy,  and  miny,  undoubtedly,  of 
the  laity  too,  are  really  good  and  sin* 
cere  datholics,  and  conscientioitaly  ad- 
here to  the  tenets  and  principlea  cSt  the 
Church  of  Rome,  as  being  applicable  ta 
all  t|mes  and  seasons,  and  in  their  aatart 
unchangeable,  and  indeatractible ;  and, 
with  this  argument  we  are  met^  whea 
we  ask  why  do  the  Roman  Catholia 
of  this  day  adhere  so  pertinaciooaty  to  the 
supreme  spiritual  authority  of  the  Pope? 
I  must  therefore  protest  against  bmg 
bound  to  consider  and  decide  a  questieo,  A 
such  immense  importance,  on  auch  loots 
and  uncertain  grounds;  and  muat  inatstoa 
having  a  right  to  treat  the  Reman  Catho- 
lics on  this  occasion,  as  sincerely  attached 
to  their  faith,  and  to  the  peculiar  doctrinet 
of  their  church. 

I  have  a  right,  then,  to  enquire,  first,  h 
the  Church  of  Rome,  in  its  doctrinea  aad 
discipline,  materially  changed  from  wbai 
it  was  heretofore^ — and,  secondly.  Do  iu 
professors  and  ministers,  the  Romish 
clergy,  continue  to  hold  the  same,  or  near* 
ly  the  same,  influence  aad  aathority  over 
the  minds  and  consciences  of  their  flocks 
(in  this  realm)  as  they  did  in  former 
times  ? 

In  order  to  prove  that  the  Popiahtenals 
are  not  materially  altered,  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  resort  to  ancient  amheri- 
ties,  nor  shall  I  troble  the  House  with  a  re- 
ference to  decrees  and  councils,  which  aie 
said,  or  supposed,  to  be  antiquated.  I  widh 
only  to  refer  them  to  the  very  modem  de> 
crees  and  ordinances  of  the  present  Piope, 
on  the  occasion  of  his  being  deprived  of 
his  dominions,  and  removed  from  Rome  le 
Savona,  in  the  years  1808,  and  1809;  aad 
to  what  has,  very  recently,  happened  ia 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  relation  le 
the  episcopal  and  spiritual  juriadictioo,  as 
well  a\  to  the  rules  and  doccrioes  promal* 
gated  by  authority  of  the  college  of  JMay- 
nooth. 

I  will  now  read  some  extracia  from  a 
book  lately  published  by  Brown  and  Keel- 
ing (and  which  has  every  appearance  ef 
being  authentic),  intituled,  •*  ReUuim  dt 
ce  pii  9e  paua  d  RomCt  d  I'Ewakismmem  dr 
i*iu$  yiL**  to  prove,  l^  that  the  geae^ 
ral  deacriplioQ  of  the  Fope -a  emhertt j  9 
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lira  MiDe  u  heretofore  ;*  2*.  that  the  Ca- 
tholic relif  ioD  cannot,  in  its  nature,  tolerate 
any  other  fonns  of  wonhip  ;t  3*.  that 
all  Bishops  must  be  dependent  on  the  Pa- 
pal See ;  %  4^  that  oaths  of  fidelity  cannot 

*  '«  His  Holine«B)  in  qaality  of  the  chief 
of  religion,  is  to  be  considered  as  holding 
the  place  of  the  God  of  Pe9Lce."-^Rektii(m, 
'Skc.  fd.  1,  p.  149. 

**  The  P(ype  ia  chief  master  and  com- 
mon father  of  all  the  faithful,  to  whom 
Ood  himsdf  has  gi^<^n  the  spirttual  power 
oyer  the  whole  work)/'— Ibid.  p.  189. 

"  ftntelligam  illlt  (Reges  sc.)  aliqdando, 
imperio  ipsos  noHtro  ac  throno  Le^e 
ChriMi  feibjici ;  Imperinm  enim  nos  quo- 
qoe  gorimus,  addimos  etiam  prmiantias.'' 
-'Ibid.  vol.  3,  p.  76. 

t  •*  The  new  French  code  declares  that 
all  forms  of  worship  shall  be  free  and 
publicly  exercised.  But  we  have  re- 
jected this  article  as  contrary  to  the  ca- 
nons, to  the  cooncils,  to  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, to  the  tranquillity  of  life,  and  to  the 
welfare  of  the  state,  on  account  of  the 
fatal  conseqoences  which  mml  result  from 
It. 


^ 


X  ''  It  is  desired  that  the  bishopricks 
nay  be  reformed,  and  the  bishops  made 
independent  of  us.  But  this  being  con- 
trary 10  the  intention  of  our  lawgiver  and 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  ordained  that 
there  should  exist,  between  St.  Peter  and 
his  Apostle,  an  union,  represented,  at  this 
day,  by  that  which  exists  between  the  bi- 
■hops  and  oorKelves,  &c.  &c.  accordingly, 
we  protest  that  we  are  determined  to  pre- 
serve, for  ourselves,  the  plenitude  of  our 
primacy,  and  the  dependence  of  all  bi- 
shops upon  our  see,  as  it  is  ordained  by 
the  pontifical  bulls,  the  sacred  canons, 
and  the  councils." — Reiationt  &c.  vol.  1, 
p.  40. 

"  His  Holiness  orders  it  to  ba  stated 
that  the  original  doty  of  subjection  and 
allegiance  (t.  e,  to  the  natural  sovereign) 
cannot  prevail  against  the  sacred  engage* 
menis,  which  the  cardinals  (and  bishops) 
contract  towards  the  chorch  of  €k>d,  by 
their  oaths  of  consecration.''«-Ibid.  ^1. 1, 
p.  12i. 

"The  Pope  is  not  simply  bishop  of 
Home,  but  pastor  of  the  universal  chtircb, 
in  virtue  of  which  he  has  the  right  of 
choosing  his  own  ministers  and  co-opera- 
tors in  the  apostolate,  from  among  ail  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  And  the  clergy  of 
Rome  has  always,  from  the  earUesi  times, 
been  composed,  not  of  Romaat  alone,  bat 


be  taken  to  an  intniii  ve  or  heretical  govttn^ 
ment;||  5^  that  the  modem*  morality  of 

of  individuals  of  every  nation,"-ii-l2^&i#Km, 
&c.  vol.  1,  p.  169. 

I)  '*  This  is  not  only  the  government  of 
a  stranger,  but  a  government,  notorioosljr 
interfering  with  the  spiritual  pow^r,  in 
every  place  to  which  it  extends,  and  a  pro- 
tector of  all  sects,  and  all  forma  of  worship. 
This  system  of  md^erentism,  which  sup» 
poses  no  religion  to  be  true,  is  that 
which  is  the  most  injurious  a|fd  the  moat 
opposite  to  the  Catholic  Apostolic  RomaH 
religion,  which,  because  it  is  dwme,  ii 
necessarily  the  cnly  one  ;  and  caknoi  founk 
my  allimoe  wkh  any  other  ;  any  more  thaa- 
Christ  with  Belial,  the  Kght  with  dark- 
ness, troth  with  error,  or  true  piety  with 
impiety, 

"  That  man  can  neither  know,  nor  lova 
that  most  holy  religion,  outqf  ihf  pak  ef 
rpMeh  there  is  no  hope  C(f  sahtuiont  who  dooi 
not  tremble,  with  horror,  at  the  sitnatioai 
in  which  he  will  be  placed,  under  the  new 

government ;  who  does  not  perceite,  of 
imself,  that  he  cannot,  without  a  mani* 
fest  injustice,  indeed  without  enonnoiii  «s» 
crikge,  afford  any  sort  of  adherence,  lii- 
vour,  approbation, 'or  co-operation  with 
such  a  govemment. 

''  It  follows  hence,  Ist,  That  it  can  never 
be  allowed  to  take  an  uniimited  OMih  qfjlde" 
iitjf  to  such  a  govermnent.  8dly,  That  it 
is  unlawful  to  accept  and  hold  any  ofllcea 
onder  it,  tending  to  its  sopport  and  main- 
tenance ;  because  it  is  a  general  principle, 
that  no  one  is  permitted  to  enter  or  per* 
severe  in  a  slate  (tians  un  ^at)  however 
necessary  for  his  subsistence,  if  it  ia  ia^ 
compatible  with  his  conscience,  and 
the  interests  of  his  eternal  salvation. 

■'  But  with  a  view  to  the  public 
quillitv,  the  Pope  allows  an  oath  of  pas* 
me  allegrance  to  'be  taken,  according  to  a 
formula.*-'  I  promise  and  swear  to  take 
no  part  in  any  conspiracy,  plot  or  seditioa 
against  the  existing  government,  and  like* 
wise  to  be  submissive  and  obedient  to  h, 
in  every  .thing  which  may  not  be  contrartr 
to  the  lavvsof  God  and  of  the  holy  chusch/'' 
'•^Relatum,  &c.  vol.  1,  p.  199. 

"  Can  we  possibly  dispense  eccleaiastidi 
from  the  pontifical  law  of  the  tacred  ca« 
nons,  which  prohibits  them  4Voai  taking 
any  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  lay  {or  ee« 
cular  power)  from  whom  they  do  not  re* 
ceive  miy  TcmportUiif  f*^  Omi .  it  idiUMm 
IV.  dee  Sarmmt.'^IMUion,  9lc.  Ml.  9,  jpb 
19. 
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the  Papal  see  is  nearly  the  same  as  bei'le- 
tofore ;  §    and  6^  that  the  Papal  power  of 


§  **  Boll  of  Indulgences  to  the  Cardi- 
nalsi  archbishops,  bishops,  and  vicars  ca- 
pitular of  France  and  Italy.  Feb.  1 809. 
Vol.  2,  p.  109. 

'        ** Indulgences  concerning  Marriage. 

*'  Some  of  yott  have  requested  the  fa- 
culty of  dispensing,  or  giving  permission 
for  marriages  to  be  contracted  between 

Jmrties,  one  of  whom  professes  the  Catho- 
ic  faith,  and  the  other  heresy.  But  you 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  true  Catholic 
Church  has  ever  strongly  reprobated  mar- 
tiaffes  with  heretics;  the  Church  has  them 
in  Aorror,  as  has  been  said  by  Clement  1 1, 
i)ur  predecessor,  of  happy  memory ;  '  oo 
account  of  the  multiplied  mriiual  dangers 
which  they  produce.'— The  same  laws, 
which  induced  him  to  forbid  Chmiians  to 
intermarry  with  the  Injidelt,  also  deter- 
mined him  to  prohibit  the  sacrilegious 
nuptials  of  Caiholia  with  Hcreiki.  On 
this  principle,  notwithstanding  the  most 
pressing  instances  on  the  part  of  the 
Sishops,  the  holy  see  has  never  consented 
to  grant  this  faculty,  especially  in  Europe ; 
^nd,  notwithstanding  the  special  reasons 
urged  by  several  of  you>  arising  from  the 
actual  situation  of  France,  the  utmost 
which  can  be  done  is,  for  the  Pope  to 
take  the  matter  into  his  most  serious  con- 
sideration.''—Vol.  2,  p.  109. 

"  6.  Indulgence  to  dispense,  in  the  case 
fii  marriage,  with  the  impediment  result- 
ing from  the  crime  of  adultery  between 
the  parties,  with  a  promise  of  future  mar- 
riage, provided  nevertheless  that  neither 
pf  the  parties  had  efficaciously  contri- 
buted to  the  death  of  the  deceased  hus- 
band* 

.  "13  and  14.  Indulgences  to  dispense 
the  incestuous  parties,  in  cases,  where  the 
right  to  demand  the  conjugal  duty  has 
been  lost  by  occult  and  carnal  commerce 
xrith  a  near  relative,  either  in  the  first  or 
aecond  degree,  on  condition  of  penance, 
&c.    Bkigncment  d'occoiion,  4rc. 

''  To  dispense^  where  marriage  hoi  been 
contracted,  with  the  occult  impediment  of 
the  first  and  second  degree,  of  affinity, 
proceeding  from  carnal  and  criminal 
onion,  provided  that  the  crime  has  not 
been  committed  with  the  moiherqfihe  u4f^, 
before  the  birth  of  the  latter,  and  not 
otherwise;  on  conditions  similar  to  the 
preceding.  15.  To  dispense,  in  a  similar 
case,  where  the  piarriage  Aos  noi  been  j/ei 


excommunicating  ofifending  princes  and 
their  subjects,  under  the  decrees  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  is  now  exercised  as  in 
former  times.  §§ 

Mr.  Yorke  also,  among  other  passage*, 
quoted  the  following  words,  firom  Uie  M^ 
nual  of  Doctrine  and  Discipline,  now  used 
by  the  college  of  Mayuootb  (TractaL  de 
£cclesi&] :  ''  Itaque  maximo  in  pretio 
illud  Concilium  (Tridentinum  wcUicee)  ha- 
bere debent  omnes  Clerici,  cam  ratiooe 
dogmatum^  sit  veluti  omniom  precedes* 
tium  s^nodorum  compendium ;  et  rationt 
disciplme,  dici  mento  possit  manuale, 
sacerdotum,  vel  omnium  qui  sacerdotio 
sunt  initiandi.'' 

S After  reasoning  upon  these  dociwicnls» 
shewing  how  completely  they  proved 
the  position  that  the  court  of  Rome  was 
not  materially  changed  in  doctrine  and 
discipline,  from  what  it  was  heretofore,  be 
continued.] 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  substantiate  the 
fact,  that  the  Romish  clergy  conlinae  lo 
possess  and  to  practise  a  very  powerful 
and  mischievous  influence  over  the  laity 
of  that  persuasion,  both  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  For  this  purpose,  I  refer  to 
what  passed  in  England  in  1789r9P,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  famous  controversy 
between  the  CathoHc  Committee,  to  wbosa 
the  conduct  of  the  Bill  (usually  called 
Mr.  Mitford's  Act)  was  committed,  in  its 
passage  through  parliament,  and  the  three 
apostolic  vicars,  upon  the  subject  of  the 


concluded,  but  is  ready  to  take  place,  and 
cannot  be  delayed  for  the  special  disp«tt* 
sation  of  the  holy  see  without  great  ncu^ 
dal."— AeJomm,  &c.  vol.  2,  p.  149. 

§§  Bull  of  Excommunication  against 
Buonaparte  and  his  adherents,  1809. 

''  Hmc  autoritate  omnipotentis  Dei  et 
S.  Sanctorum  Apostolorum  Petri  et  Pknli 
wcNoetrd: 

*'  Declaramns  eos  omnes,  &c.  excoos* 
municationem  majorem  aliasque  censoras 
ac  psenas  ecclesiasticas  i  sacris  canonibes 
et  apostolicis  constitutionibus  et  genera* 
Hum  conciliorum,  Tridentini  prsesertim 
(Sess.  22.  cap.  de  Reform.)  decretis  in* 
flictasi,  incurrisse;  et  eos  excomnonica- 
mus  et  anathematizamus  de  novo.  JVbno^ 
HanHbuM  constitutionibus  et  ordinationibos 
apostolic!^  necnon  quibusvis,  etiam/Mr** 
menio,  confirmatione  apostoiica,  Tel  qoivis 
alii  firmitate,  roboratis  statutis,  et  consne* 
tudinibos  ac  usibus^  ac  >tylis  etiam  imnie» 
morabilibiis/'  etc.  etc.»-iMtfio%  &c  toI. 
Sj  p.  76. 
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oatb,  proposed  by  the  former^  and  inBisi- 
ed  opoOf  at  strictly  Gonformable  to  the 
original  declaration  and  protestation* 
which  had  been  subscribed  by  a  very 
great  nnmber  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity 
of  that  day,  and  by  the  said  three  vicars 
apostolic  themseWes ;  though  they  after** 
wards  renounced  their  signatures,  and  dis- 
claimed and  reprobated  the  instrument 
itself,  as  well  as  the  very  able  and  con- 
vincing areuments  in  support  of  it,  ad- 
duced by  the  Catholic  committee,  by  an 
Encyclical  letter,  by  which  they  required 
absolute  submission  to  their  decrees  ex 
Caihedrd,  and  to  which,  in  spite  of  rea- 
son, justice,  and  sound  doctrine,  which 
were  all  on  the  side  ef  the  committee,  it 
was  ultimately  obliged  to  submit. 

I  also  refer  to  what  passed  in  Ireland 
a  few  years  ago  on  the  subject  of  the 
Veto,  or  approbation  of  the  crown,  pro« 
posed  to  be  exercised  by  it  upon  the  no* 
mination  and  selection  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic bishops  of  that  part  of  the  empire ; 
on  which  occasion,  after  much  disgraceful 
shifting  and  tergiversation,  on  the  part  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  the  laity,  at 
last,  implicitly  submitted  to  the  6at  of 
their  clergy ;  when  reason,  justice,  policy, 
and  the  constant  undisputed  practice,  in 
all  the  other  countries  of  Europe^  Catholic 
or  non-Catholic,  were  unequivocally  on 
their  side. 

Hence  it  may  fairljr  be  concluded,  that 
the  tenets  of  the  Romish  church  generally, 
the  submission  of  its  clergy  to  the  papal 
ft.  e.  a  foreign^  jurisdiction,  and  of  its 
laity  to  this  so  mfluenced  clergy,  remain 
nearly  as  they  were  heretofore.  It  fol- 
lows then  that  we  ought  to  enquire  in 
what  state  this  foreign  supreme  jurisdic- 
tion now  is,  with  reference  to  the  state  of 
affiurs  in  Europe  at  this  most  alarming 
crisis.  [Mr.  Vorke  then  referred  to  vari* 
ous  transactions,  which  have  lately  passed 
between  Buonaparte  and  the  Pope,  parti- 
calarty  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
latter  from  Rome  to  Savona,  and  subse- 
quently to  Fontainbleau ;  to  Buonaparte's 
public  and  solemn  declarations  that  the 
rreoch  empire  should  submit  to  no  spiri- 
tual nor  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  but  such 
as  should  be  resident  within  itself,  &c. 
Itc  as  well  as  to  the  new  Concordat,  very 
recently  concluded  upon  between  the 
Pope  and  Buonaparte  at  Paris;  from 
which  it  clearly  appears  that  the  former 
has  finally  submitted  to  become  the  sub- 
ject and  vassal  of  the  latter.  Buona- 
parte's great  anxiety*  on  these  subjects. 


was  a  clear  proof  of  the  real  power  of  the 
Pope,  and  of  the  real  importance  the  ruler' 
of  France  attached  to  his  character,  al- 
though his  slave  and  prisoner;  and  the 
pains  this  eldest  son  of  the  Church  and' 
rightful  successor  of  Charlemagne,  had 
recently  taken,  with  regard  to  the  nomi» 
nation  of  the  bishops  of  France  and  Italy, 
afforded  a  lesson  which  ought  not  to  be 
lost  upon  us.] 

Mr.  Yorke  then  proceeded  :— I  havo* 
ever  thought  that  there  was  less  danger  to 
be  apprehended,  to  this  Protestant  com- 
munity, from  this  foreign  ecclesiastical 
influence,  while  the  Pope  was  resident  at 
Rome,  and  possessed  of  an  open,  inde- 
pendent, temporal  sovereignty  there,  than 
as  now,  when  the  Pope,  powerless  and 
degraded  as  he  is  described  to  be  (but 
still  evidently  possessing  a  most  impor- 
tant spiritual  influence),  is  completely  in 
the  hands  of  Baonapart6.  In  the  former' 
case  it  was  possible  that  something  might 
be  accomplished  (through  negociatioto), 
for  settling  this  question,  between  our 
Protestant  state  and  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  the  British  empire ;  but  in  the  latter, 
it  is  apparent  that  nothing  satisfactory  can 
be  within  our  reach* 

I  must  here  again  declare,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  it  is  to  this  foreign  interference  and 
jurisdiction,  implicitly  submitted  to  by  the 
Popish  clergy  of  these  realms,  that  I  prin- 
cipally object ;  I  consider  the  other  pe- 
culiar doctrines  of  the  Romish  feith,  such 
as  transubstantiation,  worship  of  saints, 
auricular  confession,  penance,  &c.  to  be  of 
comparatively  trifling  importance ;  an 
importance,  which  attaches  to  their  tenets, 
almost  entirely  in  my  opinion,  on  account 
of  the  practicability  of  their  becoming 
subservient  to  the  views  of  a  foreign  power, 
acting,  through  the  Pope,  upon  the  minds 
and  consciences  of  individuals  of  this  per* 
suasion.  But  it  is  said  that  we  have  al- 
ready conceded  so  much,  that  little  or  no- 
thing is  left  to  give ;  and  we  are  con- 
demned for  withholding  that,  which  only 
produces  irritation.  But  is  it  true  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  deem  that,  which  they 
now  demand,  as  of  little  or  no  importance  ^ 
Are  seats  in  this  and  the  other  House  uf  Pisr- 
liament  nothing  ?  Is  the  command  of  fleets 
and  armies,  and  to  partake  in  the  supreme 
administration  of  justice,  of  trifling  conse- 
Guence  i  For  my  part,  I  am  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent way  of  thinking,  and  cannot  con- 
template, without  serious  apprehensions, 
the  growth  of  a  Roman  Catholic  psrty,  in- 
troduced into  parliament,  and  acting  uni- 
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formly  togethetj  wilh  one  object  ia  view. 
We  all  know  what  even  a  tmall  party  is 
capable  of  efiectiDg  iu  this  way.-^And  is 
it  qaite  improbable  that  such  a  party,  act* 
lAg  ia  concert  with  Protestant  Dissenters, 
9MiA  throogh  the  mediani,  for  instance,  of 
the  abolition  of  tythes,  may  not  be  able, 
in  process  of  time,  to  bring  the  church 
establishment  into  danger ;  and  evento- 
ally  shake  the  yery  foundations  of  the 

On  the  other  hand,  what  are  the  dan« 
gers  with  which  we  are  threatened,  should 
we  not  think  fit  to  concede  that,  which  is 
now  so  pertiaacioosly  demanded  ?— 
Phraseology  and  circumlocution  apart,  we 
are  fairly  told  that  we  must  expect  insur* 
rectioa  and  rebellion,  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  eventual 
separation  from  British  connexion,  should 
we  prove  obdurate.  I  do  not  believe  it. 
That  there  are  asitators  in  Ireland^  I  do 
believe,  who  endeavour  to  make  use  of 
this  Catholic  question  to  cover  their  trai* 
torous  and  malignant  designs.  But  1  do 
believe,  that  the  main  body  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  both  there  and  here,  are  loyal 
men ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that  they  are 
much  too  wise  and  prudent,  to  be  the  in- 
stigators and  the  victims  of  rebellion  and 
civil  war ;  to  sacrifice  their  share  of  the 
greatest,  temporal  blessings,  of  such  real 
comfort,  opulence,  peace,  and  security,  as 
sorely  were  never  surpassed  by  any  des* 
oription  of  men,  in  any  country  whatever. 

And  all  for  what  ?  Not  for  any  positive 
grievance  or  oppression,  afiecting  their  pri- 
vate rights,  fortunes,  liberty,  or  happi- 
ness; not  (or  the  want  of  liberal  and 
efiectual  toleration  of  their  religion,  rightly 
understood ;  not  for  any  denial  of  justice 
between  man  and  man ;  not  on  account 
of  tbe  absence  of  any  real  temporal  bless* 
iog ;  but  for  a  grievance,  if  not  ideal  in 
the  abstract,  yet  amounting  to  little  more 
in  the  concrete ;  for  the  attaining  of  cer* 
tain  contingent  privileges  which  could, 
by  possibility,  attach  only  to  the  smallest 
assignable  number,  from  among  the  many 
ten  thousands  of  the  Roman  Catholic  po- 
pulation of  the  empire. 

I  ooofeas*  Mr.  Speaker,  it  requires  no 
mall  share  of  patience  to  listen  to  those, 
who,  while  they  complain  of  the  oppres- 
sive restrainu,  of  the  slavery  of  oar  Bri- 
tish Protestant  institutions,  continue  pas- 
nvely  Mid  slavishly  to  submit  their  necks 
to  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  spiritual  tyranny, 
saeb  as  all  bistory^  has  proved  it  to  be. 
To  hear  them  crying  out  ux  emancipation. 


from  the  bondagjo,  fosoolh,  of  teKili 
Rights,  and  Acts  «#  Settleiiieat,sndptkc 
ing  with  their  allegiance  to  the  hone 
Brunswick,  while  they  fall  proitrtic  bcfa 
the  decrees  of  the  councils  of  LMtno  a 
Trent,  and  tremble  at  the  belli  asd  r 
scripts  of  some  miserable  ItalisaorFRc: 
Prelate,  who  is  himself  the  cbahiBd  ■ 
pensioned  vassal  of  the  moit  asial  a 
implacable  foreign  enemy  their  mr 
ever  had,  of  the  most  deteitsble  la 
execrable  ty  rant,  whom  the  worU  ever v 

Whom  have  they  to  blsme  forikin 
of  degradation  and  infehorit  j,  of  n: 
they  so  loudly  and  pertioacMsslr  as- 
plain?  Whom  but  themselves  f  Vtyji 
they  nut  dare  to  raise  their  eyes  i>« 
this  night  of  spiritual  darknctf  uA  ic?- 
ranee,  in  which  they  volonian  j  *^ 
themselves  to  be  involved?  Whydoo^ 
not  shake  off  this  scrandalooi  foreigi  t« 
Why,  at  least,  do  they  not  sgrce  o^ 
themselves  (I  do  not  say  to  9^j^  '•' 
peculiar  tenets  and  articles  of  tbetrti:.' 
but  to  abjure  this  foreign  iDterfeRft^'t- : 
the  appointment  of  their  spiritosl  pifin 
whom  they  might  chuss  and  soaiv 
among  themselves,  by  capitalsr  or  p 
viocial  election,  and  who  nyigki  be  -j^- 
tuted  and  consecrated  afterasids.  bf  d 
hands  of  their  metropolitans  or  c^^ 
bishops,  in  whom,  they  will  JM^^'^ 
the  apostolic  succession  cootinoetiof^ 
For  what,  if  it  was  not  to  sid  tks  - 
shaking  off  the  necessity  of  forties  m^ 
ference  in  these  respects,  sod  is  e*^' 
them  to  exercise  the  just  and  eotigktf* 
discipline  of  a  domestic  choftkt*>>* 
national  college  of  Maynooth  eitabb^ 
Why  is  it  now  supported  by  ft  ?t^^ 
community  at  a  sreatexpenca? 

But  it  is  said  Uiat  citiMOS  of  tk  ^ 
state  ought  to  be  entitled  to  cqoil  F 
leges.    But  in  what  sense  csa  (^  ' 
asserted  to  be  ci tinns,  who  pnt»*^  ^ 
allegiance?     No    man   can  ^"^ 
masters.  The  Roman  Catholictof  w  ^ 

consent  to  pay  only  a  half  alleft**^''! 
are  to  be  considered  only  »  ^^\i 
of  our  lord  the  King.  Tit  IV  ^Z 
other  moiety  of  their  alltpM^»  ^ 
how  can  those,  who  will  wt  *f!V"L 
citi£eos,on  the  foottngof  dieirvli^^ 
jects,  have  a  right  to  ««p«***?*^ 
complete  and  perfect  priviief***'^^^!^ 
I,  for  one,  am  decided,  j^,^'^ 
cei  ve  just  and  adequate  ■•**^|2!!L|,  ^ 
essential  point  of  foreign  ^'^^^Lt 
consideration  shall  induce  **  ^Sl  * 
concede  tbt  Soona  Cithife**^ 
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eBtent  to  which  they  appear  now  to 
>e  carriod  ;  for  I  am  not  speaking  of  mi- 
lor  and  lett  important  relaxations,  whieh 
nmy  be  deemea  expedient  and  proper,  to 
^1  rid  of  existing  anomalies.  !3at  I  mast 
ilso  mention  another  point  on  which  I  am 
nclined  to  expect  some  sattsftction,  with 
'eference  to  tne  present  siination  of  af* 
airs ;  I  mean  some  authentic  declaration 
>f  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic 
Mshops  and  clergy  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  as  to  what  they  will  consider  as 
he  canonical  election  of  the  new  Pope, 
he  'successor,  that  is  to  be,  of  Pius  7.  I 
hink  we  haTe  a  fair  right  to  coibplain 
hat,  during  the  agitation  of  this  important 
inestion,  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  have 
ihewn  themselves  so  little  disposed  to  deal 
:andidly  jmd  explicitly  with  us  on  this 
tubject.  Before  1  agree  to  go  any  further, 
',  desire  to  be  distinctly  Informedf  whether 
^aonapartc's  nominee  is  intended  to  be 
icknowledged  as  the  true  canonical  Pope  ? 
iVfaether  he  is  to  be  entitled  to  their  spi- 
itual  allegiance  ?  Whether  he  is  to  be« 
:ome  the  keeper  of  British  and  Irish  Roman 
catholic  conscietices  ?  In  a  recent  publi- 
ration,  to  which  I  hate  already  adverted,* 
here  is  the  following  curious  passage : 
*  The  archbishop's  palace  at  Parts  is  Te« 
>airinff  for  the  Pope ;  and  it  is  even  in* 
ended  to  pay  him  some  external  (lonours. 
But  we  must  not  be  deceived  ;  all  this  is 
miy  an  infernal  policy,  and  to  throw  dust 
n  the  eyes  of  Austria,  Saxony,  Ireland, 
Sicily,  and  all  Catholic  nations.  The 
emperor  seeing  the  Pope's  health  decay 
laiiy,  would  be  glad  for  him  to  end  his 
lays  in  Paris,  to  the  end  that  the  Anti* 
>ope,  whom  he  certainly  will  endeavour  to 
Hake,  mav  appear  with  the  better  grace 
»  succeed  the  immortal  Pius  7.  But  it 
s  very  clear  the  Pope  named  by  Buona« 
parte  will  not  be  the  real  one,  and  those 
sersons  must  be  truly  blind  who  allow 
;hemselvcs  to  be  deceived."  Very  well ; 
ihis  is  the  opinion  of  the  compilerf  of  this 
)ook,  who,  no  doubt,  is  a  good  Catholic. 
Why  then  do  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  hesitate  about 
^ving  us  some  satisftction  beforehand, 
upon  a  point,  wbi<ih  must  be  admitted  to 
be  of  considerable  importance,  and  upon 
which  hitherto,  as  fsr  as  I  know,  they  have 
been  as  silent  and  secret  as  the  grave. 
Upon  the  whole  matter  it  appears  to  me 

*  Refaition  de  ce  qui  se  paisa  i  Rome, 
Btc.   (Vide  JMokHx). 
t  The  Abbe  de  la  Tirappe. 
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that  the  evident  impracticability  of  coming 
to  any  satisfactory  conclusion  at  present, 
and  tne  various  new  circumstances  which 
have  arisen,  since  the  Resolution  of  last 
session  was  adopted,  are  conclusive  rea- 
sons against  gome  into  this  committee. 
No  gentleman  ougnt  to  be  considered  aa 
pledged  in  any  manner,  as  to  the  vote, 
which  he' is  to  give,  on  the  present  occa« 
sion.  Since  the  dissolution  of  the  last 
parliament,  the  situation  of  affairs  has 
been  materially  changed,  with  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  Pope  ;  with  regard  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
body ;  and  above  all,  with  regard  to  the 
opinions  both  of  the  British  and  Irish 
Protestants.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  cannot  agree  that  it  is  possible  to  fulfil  ] 
the  words  of  the  Resolution,  to  reconcile 
all  parties,  and  to  produce  the  general  sa- 
tisfaction and  concord  of  all  classes  of  hia 
Majesty's  subjects.  On  the  contrary,  it 
seems  to  me,  that,  by  acceding  to  the  mo» 
tion,  we  shall  do  great  mischief,  as  it  will 
rather  tend  to  keep  alive,  than  to  allay, 
religious  dbputes ;  I  shall  therefore  give 
the  proposition  my  decided  negative. 

Mr.  John  Henry  Smy/A.— Mr.  Speaker, 
having  concurred  in  the  Resolution,  which 
the  House  came  to  in  the  last  session,  of 
the  last  parliament,  for  going  into  a  com'* 
mittee  to  consider  the  state  of  the  laws  af- 
fecting Roman.  Catholics,  with  a  view  to  a 
satisfactory  and  conciliating  adjustment,  I 
should  think  myself  guilty  of  a  great  in- 
consistency if  I  did  not  vote  for  the  pre* 
sent  motion.  The  petitions  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  are  entitled  to  be  treated  with  re- 
spect, and  the  petitk>n  from  the  Uni versity, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,'  is 
particularly  entitled  to  this  respect  fron^ 
me,  from  the  personal  knowledge  I  havs 
of  the  character  of  many  of  its  supporters : 
but,  viewing  the  question  as  one,  not  of  a 
local  nor  partial  nature,  but  as  affecting 
the  common  interests  of  the 'empire,  I. 
must  exercise  my  independent  judgment, 
whoever  they  may  be  from  whom  1  differ.^ 
So  ftir  as  the  petition  expressed  an  anxioua 
desire  for  the  security  of  our  constitution 
in  church  and  state,  so  far  I  cordially  con* 
cur  in  it ;  but  so  far  as  it  might  be  con- 
ceived to  imply  an  opinion  that  the  con-  - 
tinuance  of  all  the  restrictions,  at  present 
in  force  against  our  Roman  Catholic  fol- 
low subjects,  is  essential  to  that  security,  so 
far  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  differ  from 
it.    It  is  clear,  from  a  review  of  the  hii • 
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tory  of  the  p&n»]  laws,  thii  th^ey  were  not 
to  iBoch  aimed  at  the  religion  as  at  the 
politicfl  of  the  Roman  Calholiea;  they 
cannot  be  considered  as  esseniial  parts  of 
our  consiifation  either  in  chorch  or  state ; 
■iBce  the  laws  which  first  excluded,  and 
BOW  exclnde*  them  froin  office  and  parlia* 
ment,  riz.  the  25th  and  30th  Car.  Q,  were 
enacted  nearly  a  centnry  and  a  half 
after  the  Reformation,  from  which  oar  ec- 
desiastictel  onstitutien  takes  its  date ;  and 
aootie  years  before  the  Reyolotion,  when 
oar  civil  constitation  was  perfected ;  and 
since  the  partial  repeal  of  many  of  these 
laws,  in  the  acts  of  18th  and  31st  of  the 
King,  shews  that  the  legishitore  has  never 
Ken  any  thing  so  sacred  and  fundamental 
in  their  character,  as  to  prevent  their  re* 
noval,  when  the  necessity,,  which  ori- 
ginally directed  their  enactment,  appeared 
ao  longer  to  require  their  continuance. 
As  the '  res  dura  et  regni  novitas,'  which 
was  the  justification  of  our  ancestors,  does 
not  apply  to  the  present  times,  so  neither 
afe  the  princif^es,  on  which  these  laws 
are  now  defended,  the  same  as  those  on 
which  they  were  grounded.  The  prin- 
ciple of  toleration,  much  to  the  creait  of 
the  present  timei,  is  now  iilmdst  univer- 
sally admitted,  in  its  application  to  the 
€atholics;  who  were  however  excluded 
fipom  its  benefits  by  some  of  the  wisest  and 
most  liberal  of  our  ancestors  In  former 
times ;  in  proof  of  whicb  Mr.  Locke's 
lentimenta  and  those  of  bishop  Burnet, 
where  he  assigns  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
the  1 1th  and  12th  of  Will.  3,  are  remark- 
able. The  qoestibn  which  has  wrisen  in 
the  debate  of  this  night,  whether  Roman 
Catholics  could  claim  the  removal  of  their 
political  dlsabilUies  as  a  right,  isapidlrt^ 
frindpu  on  both  sides,  since  it  depends  on 
the  main  question,  whether  the  safety  o( 
the  state  requires  their  continuance.  The 
admission  of  a  small  mimber  of  Roman 
Catholics  into  the  (Rouses  of  Parliament^ 
does  not  appear  more  likely  to  be  pre- 
judicial to  our  establishments,  than  the 
admission  of  a  small  number  of  Presbyte- 
nans  at  present.  The  doctrine,  that  a  so- 
vereign cannot  be  feithfully  or  efiectually 
•erved,  except  by  persons  professing  the 
same  religion  with  himself,  is  conttadtcted 
by  hiilory,  (tn  proof  of  which  it  might  be 
sufficient  to  pinodace  the  example  of  Sully 
the  Protestant  minister  of  Henry  4,  and  of 
count  Witgensteittithe  triumphant  Catho^ 
lie  general  of  an  heretic  master  against  his 
Oatholie  enemies ;)  and  has  no  foundation 
in  our  constitation^  because  the  itimoti^  for 


which  oor  coustitnUcHi  d^dsfts  tht  owl 
to  be  essentiaUy  PtoiesUbt,  do  not  ipfhl 
the  ministers  of  the  crewn;  lines  die  ^ 
is  the  head  of  the  establiM  dntb^a 
must  therefore  profess  the  esttblaM  m 
ligion ;  or  else  tiiia  aftMvrdi^  wotMMn 
that  the  head  might  have  onefaidiadi 
members  another;   and,bscsaKiBpH 
of  expediency,  there  is  no  coa|nrin  % 
tweenlhe  two  cases,  since  the  itnpfl 
tide  an  eaiy  remedy  agsinst  tbi  d 
practices  of  a  responsible  mmvim,  M 
none  against  those  of  an  IneyaaMt^ 
vereign.     The  apprehension  of  ^ 
from  the  recognition  of  the  Po^'f  ^ 
ritual    supremacy  by  Ronsa  €iM« 
does  not  seem  to  consist  soMf  iiiv 
denial  of  the  King's,  which  it  conai 
them  with  the  PresbyierisBSi  aoriBJtff ! 
their  acknowledgment  of  a  fereigiif^ 
diction,  which  i»  the  case  alioflf  ih)^ 
ravians,  but  arises  out  of  tbst  Mt  di^ 
judice,  which  may  be  enteitsiaedhsa 
of  the  most  upright  intentioai^ 
greatest  leaming,  who  are  nm  isM^ 
convenant  witb  tM  coutruvenici  w^'^ 
tory  of  remote  ages,  than  withik  tf^' 
Europe  at  present,  and  the  ewrti** 
last  century,  during  which  tkftifp 
baps  no  instance  to  be  fisondsflkife^ 
rity  of  the  Pope  having  sedated  t# 
Catholic  from  his  loyalty  iri*P* 
to  his  temporal  prince ;  the  grtt"**^ 
sumption  of  inadmissible  desMt^  ** 
made  hereafor,  by  theCiitholici,B«v 
goment  against  granttiftg  tbett  *^' 
reasonable  at  present;  that  the  Pf 
question  dofes  not  afiect  the  dsertt  ^ 
cipline,  ntor  government,  the  wgfc'^F^ 
leges,  and  authority  of  the  «•*"' 
church.    It  is  a  qoiestiDO  soMy  « »^ 
pedience  of  relieving  the  CiWot* 
their  political  diaebWties;  ^^J^^ 
stitution  wotdd  be  asmochtMite^l^ 
mitting  them  to  eeclestaiiicti  F*^ 
as  it  now  is  by  excluding  thepfr^^ 
ones.«^Finally^  the  wei^  of  sw^ , 
ahready  on  this  side  of  the  qiej*_ 
have  great  gratUlea^n  in  q«^"f^.  i^ 
nions  of  the  late  ai^hdeaosa  ivJ^ 
the  i*iH»  of  thf«  KhoH  efltlaeDtp^ 
stutetmen  fe  comttteie ;  UsA  ^^!\L 
sider  that  Mk  Pttt  md  Mr.  ^^2 
agreed  on  ahpoik  Vvtry  fldwr  >"9|^ , 


'  but  think  it  etnngew  tbit  <^^0 
plicitly  adopted  the  ^^^af'^'^^ZZip 
one  or  the  ottaerv  wKdith^^  * 
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inc«i  ihovld  kesitate  io  ibcir  uneQt,  when 
Um  ooDCuntncc  of  th«  two  incmsed  ibe 
piohibiUly  ibtl  each  was  id  Ibe  right,    I 
•m  igro  oose  of  the  friendeol  Mr.  PUtwill 
den^  that  it  wei  hii  opinioa  ih^i  the  civil 
inahilitiet  of  the  Ceioolict  might  be  re- 
moved withoot .  prefudice  to  tbe  church, 
aod  with  material  benefit  to  the  state; 
althoagh  an  obstacle  loo  ootorioas  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  do  moio  than  allude  to 
it»  which  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  hut  is  now  removed,  prevented 
him  from  making  the  attempt  to  carry 
that  opinion  into  practical  Reflect    I  think 
that,  particularly  considering  the  atate  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  apprehensions  of 
danger  which  exist  in  retpectable  quar- 
ters* it  would  not  be  the  part  of  wisdom  in 
the  legislature  to  discard  from  their  de- 
liberation the  question  of -securities;  se- 
curities, however,   not  amounting  to    a 
verbal  renunciation  of  their  religion  on 
the  part  of  those  of  whom  they  are  re- 
quired ;  but  such  securities  as  the  Roman 
l^atholics  may  grant  and  the  Protestants 
ought  to  be  contented  with.    The  Com- 
mittee, should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  go  into  one,  will  be  the  proper 
place  fojT  this  part  of  the 'discussion.     I 
thank  tbe  House  for  the  indulgence  with 
which  they  have  heard  me,  and  hope  that 
the  resolution  the  House  may  come  to  will 
be  such  u  to  conciliate  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow- 
•ubjecta  without  endangering  the  Protes- 
tant conatitutiOD  in  church  or  state. 

Mr.  WUiidm  CtNcrleMw  addressed  the 
Houso  aa  follows :— Mr.  Speaker,  upon  an 
occasion  of  such  expectation  as  this  is,  I 
am  induced  to  ofier  mywlf  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  by  one  consideration  alone. 
The  vote  which  I  shall  give,  in  favour  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  BM>t>on,  would 
have  aufficiently  recorded  my  opinion 
upon  the  subject  now  under  discussion, 
but  it  would  not  have  recorded  the  grounds 
upon  which  that  opinion  is  founded. 
The  Hoose  has  listened,  with  admiration 
and  delight,  to  the  sentimentB  delivered 
by  distinguished  natives  of  Ireland,  who, 
mm  thmr  talents,  their  experience,  and 
^heir  intimate  acquaintance  with  that  part 
»f  the  united  kingdom,  are  entitled  to  the 
tftigheat  consideration.  I  could  not  help 
Ariahiag  to  add  the  opinion  of  an  English 
member  of  parliament,  founded  upon,  and 
:oeifirmed  by,  connection  and  acquaintance 
withirehmd. 
i  apeak  of  Irelanli  Sir,  not  vidi  the 


partiality  of  a  native,  hut  with  the  afiee- 
tion  of  a  friend.  I  most  say,  Sir,  that  the 
subject  appears  to  me  not  to  be  sofllcient- 
ly  considered  in  a  practical  view.  Those 
who  oppose  the  present  motion,  feel 
alarmed  at  some  danger,  which,  they  ex- 
pect, would  follow  upon  th^  concession  of 
any  further  privileges  to  our  Roman  Ca« 
thoKc  fellow-subjects ;  but  no  man  has  yet 
undertaken  to  point  out  or  put  before  the 
House  or  the  country,  in  any  tangible 
form,  the  nature  of  soch  dangers  or  the 
source  from  which  they  are  to  flow.  Sir, 
I  am  aware  thpt  there  is  a.  pretty  general, 
though  indefinite  idea,  of  the  influence 
maintained  by  tbe  Catholic  clergy  over 
their  flocks,  and  a  notion  that  this  in- 
fluence may,  and  will,  be  employed,  for 
purposes  dangerous  to  the  Protestant  es- 
tablishment in  church  and  state.  But, 
supposing  this  influence  to  exist  to  the 
utmost  degree,  to  which  the  imagination 
of  any  person  can  carry  him,  I  never  yet 
could  learn,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  it  stated 
in  argument,  why  tbe  danger  from  it 
should  increase,  if  some  of  the  causes  of 
complaint,  some  of  the  sources  of  irritation 
which  now  exist  among  the  sreat  mass  of 
the  Catholic  population  in  Keland,  wese 
removed.  With  regard  however,  to  the 
degree  of  influence,  which  does  in  fact 
exist,  although  I  wilJ  not  deny  that  it  if, 
in  some  degree,  to  be  found  in  Ireland, 
yet  I  will  ventore  to  say  that  it  has, been 
and  is  upon  the  decline.  I  say  this,  with- 
out fear  of  being  contradicted  by  those 
who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  mternal 
state  of  that  part  of  the  oiiited  kingdom, 
and,  if  we  consider  the  ground^  upon 
which  the  blind  sobmimion  of  tbe  people^ 
to  the  dictates  of  their  priests,  inainly 
rested,  we  shall  see  that  manv  of  the  causes 
which  produced  this  efl&ct,  have  ceased  to 
operato. 

Observe  what,  a  very  few  yean  ago, 
was  the  situation  of  the  Irish  peuant  :— 
bom  and  brought  up  upon  some  n^un- 
Uinons  or  neglected  tract,  he  wasfirequent- 
ly  oninstracted,  even  in  the  language  of 
his  Protestant  fellow  subjects.  No  oppor- 
tnnities , were  aflbrded  to  him  of  having 
those  principles  instilled  into  his  mind,  by 
which  men  are  taught  to  become  ffotid 
citiaens  and  loyal  subjects^  of  the  stato 
hnder  the  protection  of  which  they  live. 
He  had  no  friend  to  whom  be  could  apply 
for  relief  under  his  distresses^  for- advice 
«B  to  hia  conduct,  but  the  priest  to  whom 
he  was  attached  by  the  connection  of  a 
oongion  taagpite  end  by  the  tief  of 
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formly  together^  with  one  object  io  Tiew. 
We  all  know  what  even  a  small  party  is 
capable  of  effecting  iu  this  way.-^And  is 
it  quite  improbable  that  such  a  party,  act- 
ing in  concert  with  Protestant  Dissenters, 
and  through  the  medium,  for  instance,  of 
the  abolition  of  tythes,  may  not  be  able, 
in  process  of  time,  to  bring  the  church 
establishment  into  danger ;  and  evento- 
ally  shake  the  very  foundations  of  the 
stale? 

On  the  other  band,  what  are  the  dan* 
gers  with  which  we  are  threatened,  should 
we  not  think  fit  to  concede  that,  which  is 
now  so  pertinaciously  demanded  ?— 
Phraseology  and  circumlocution  apart,  we 
are  fairly  told  that  we  must  expect  insur- 
rection and  rebellion,  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  eventual 
separation  from  British  connexion,  should 
we  proTe  obdurate.  I  do  not  believe  it. 
That  there  are  agitators  in  Ireland,  I  do 
believe,  who  endeavour  to  make  use  of 
this  Catholic  question  to  cover  their  trai- 
torous and  malignant  designs.  But  I  do 
believe,  that  the  main  body  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  both  there  and  here,  are  loyal 
men ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that  they  are 
much  too  wise  and  prudent,  to  be  the  in- 
stigators and  the  victims  of  rebellion  and 
civil  war ;  to  sacrifice  their  share  of  the 
greatest,  temporal  blessings,  of  such  real 
comfort,  opulence,  peace,  and  security,  as 
sarelywere  never  surpassed  by  any  des- 
cription of  men,  in  any  country  whatever. 

And  all  for  what  ?  Not  for  any  positive 
grievance  or  oppression,  affecting  their  pri- 
vate rights,  fortunes,  liberty,  or  happi- 
ness; not  for  the  want  of  liberal  and 
efi*ectual  toleration  of  their  religion,  rightly 
understood ;  not  for  any  denial  of  justice 
between  man  and  man ;  not  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  any  real  temporal  bless- 
ing ;  but  for  a  grievance,  if  not  ideal  in 
the  abstract,  yet  amounting  to  little  more 
in  the  concrete ;  for  the  attaining  of  cer- 
tain contingent  privileges  which  could, 
by  possibility,  attach  only  to  the  smallest 
assignable  number,  from  among  the  many 
ten  thaosands  of  the  Roman  Catholic  po- 
palatioB  of  the  empire. 

I  ooofess,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  requires  no 
small  share  of  patience  to  listen  to  those, 
who,  while  they  complain  of  the  oppres- 
sive restrainu,  of  the  slavery  of  our  Bri- 
tish Protestant  institutions,  continoe  pas- 
sively and  slavishly  to  submit  their  necks 
to  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  spiritual  tyranny, 
sach  as  all  histor5'  has  proved  it  to  be. 
To  bear  them  crying  out  tor  enancipation. 


from  the  bondage,  fiirsooSh,  of  the  BiH  af 
Rights,  and  Acts  of  SetUemeat,  and  pa)ier« 
ing  with  their  allegiance  to  the  home  U 
Brunswick,  while  they  tall  prostrate  befora 
the  decrees  of  the  councils  of  Lateran  and 
Trent,  and  tremble  at  the  bulls  and  re« 
scripts  of  some  miserable  Italian  or  French 
Prelate,  who  is  himself  the  chained  and 
pensioned  vassal  of  the  most  mortal  and 
implacable  foreign  enemy  their  country 
ever  had,  of  the  most  detestable  and 
execrable  tyrant,  whom  the  world  oversaw. 

Whom  have  they  to  blame  fur  this  state 
of  degradation  and  inferiority,  of 
they  so  loudly  and  pertinaciously 
plain  ?  Whom  but  themselves  }  Why  da 
they  nut  dare  to  raise  their  eyes  above 
this  night  of  spiritual  darkness  and  igno- 
rance, in  which  they  voluntarily  sufler 
themselves  to  be  involved  ?  Why  do  they 
not  shake  off*  this  scandalous  foreign  yoke? 
Why,  at  least,  do  they  not  agree  among 
themselves  (I  do  not  say  to  abjore  the 
peculiar  tenets  and  articles  of  their  faith), 
but  to  abjure  this  foreign  interference,  in 
the  appointment  of  their  spiritoal  pastors, 
whom  they  might  chuse  and  nominate 
among  themselves,  by  capitular  or  pro- 
vincial election,  and  who  nyight  be  insti- 
tuted and  consecrated  afterwards,  by  the 
hands  of  their  metropolitans,  or  eldest 
bishops,  in  whom,  they  will  not  deny,  that 
the  apostolic  succession  continues  to  exist* 
For  \|rhat,  if  it  was  not  to  aid  them  in 
shaking  off*  the  necessity  of  foreign  inter- 
ference in  these  respects,  and  to  enable 
them  to  exercise  the  just  and  enlightened 
discipline  of  a  domestic  church*  was  the 
national  college  of  Maynooth  established  ^ 
Why  is  it  now  supported  by  a  Protestaal 
community  at  a  great  expence  ? 

But  it  is  said  Uiat  citizens  of  the  saaM 
state  ought  to  be  entitled  to  equal  fyrivi- 
leges.  But  in  what  sense  can  tbosa  be 
asserted  to  be  citizens,  who  profess  a  divided 
allegiance?  No  man  can  serve  two 
masters.  The  Roman  Catholics  of  this  day 
consent  to  pay  only  a  half  allegiance,  aad 
are  to  be  considered  only  as  half  sabjects 
of  our  lord  the  King.  The  Pope  has  the 
other  moiety  of  their  allegiance ;  aad 
how  can  those,  who  will  not  agree  to  be 
ciUxens,on  the  footing  of  their  rellosssob* 
jecu,  have  a  right  to  expect  to  eiyoy  the 
complete  and  perfect  privifegesaf  citiaens} 

I,  for  one,  am  decided,  that,  umil  I  ic* 
ceive  just  and  adequate  satisfection,  on  this 
essential  point  of  foreign  iuictfereocs,  ae 
consideration  shall  induce  me  to  agive  so 
concede  the  Roosaa  Catholic  chlii%  M 
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the  extent  to  wbtch  tbey  appear  now  lo 
be  carried  ;  for  I  am  not  speaking  of  mi- 
nor and  less  important  relaxations,  which 
may  be  deemea  expedient  and  proper,  to 
l^et  rid  of  existing  anomalies.  '  Iput  I  mast 
also  mention  another  point  on  which  I  am 
inclined  to  expect  some  satisfaction,  with 
reference  to  tne  present  situation  of  af* 
faira ;   I  mean  some  authentic  declaration 
of  opinion^  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  and  clergy  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  as  to  what  they  will  consider  as 
the  canonical  election  of  the  new  Pope, 
the  auccessor,  that  is  to  be,  of  Pius  7.    I 
think  we  ha?e  a  fair  right  to  coiliplain 
that,  during  the  agitation  of  this  important 
queation,  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  have 
•hewn  themselves  so  little  disposed  to  deal 
candidly  und  explicitly  with  us  on  this 
subject.    Before  1  agree  to  go  any  further, 
I  desire  to  be  distinctly  Informed  whether 
Buonaparte's  nominee  is  intended  to  be 
acknowledged  as  the  true  canonical  Pope? 
Wfaether  he  is  to  be  entitled  to  their  spi- 
ritual allegiance }  Whether  he  is  to  be- 
come the  keeper  of  British  and  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  conscielices  ?    In  a  recent  publi- 
cation, to  which  I  have  already  adverted,* 
there  is  the  following  curious  passage  : 
"  The  archbishop's  palace  at  Paris  is  re- 
pairinff  for  the  Pope ;   and  it  is  even  in- 
tended to  pay  him  some  external  (lonours* 
But  we  most  not  be  deceived  ;  all  this  is 
only  an  infernal  policy,  and  to  throw  dust 
in  the  eyes  of  Austria,  Saxony,  Ireland, 
Sicily,  and   all  Catholic  nations.     The 
emperor  seeing  the  Pope's  health  decay 
daily,  would  be  glad  for  him  to  end  his 
days  in  Paris,  to  the  end  that  the  Anti- 
pope,  whom  he  certainly  will  endeavour  to 
make,  may  appear  with  the  better  grace 
to  succeed  the  immortal  Pius  7.    But  it 
is  very  clear  the  Pope  named  by  Boona* 
parte  will  not  be  the  real  one,  and  those 
persons  must  be  truly  blind  who  allow 
themselves  to  be  deceived.'*    Very  well ; 
this  is  the  opinion  of  the  compiler-f  of  this 
book,  who,  no  doubt,  is  a  good  Catholic. 
Why  then  do  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  hesitate  about 
giring  us  some  satisftction  beforehand, 
upon  a  point,  whi<ih  must  be  admitted  to 
be  of  considerable  importance,  and  upon 
which  bithcMo,  as  far  as  I  know,  they  have 
been  u  silent  and  secret  as  the  grare. 
Upon  the  whole  matter  it  appears  to  me 
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that  the  evident  impracticability  of  coming 
to  any  satisfactory  conclusion  at  present, 
and  the  various  new  circumstances  which 
have  arisen,  since  the  Resolution  of  last 
session  was  adopted,  are  conclusive  rea« 
sons  against  going  into  this  committee. 
No  gentleman  ougnt  to  be  considered  aa 
pledged  in  any  manner,  as  to  the  vote, 
which  he  is  to  give,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. Since  the  dissolution  of  the  last 
parliament,  the  situation  of  affairs  has 
been  materially  changed,  with  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  Pope  ;  with  regard  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
body ;  and  above  all,  with  regard  to  the 
opinions  both  of  the  British  and  Irish 
Protesunts.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  cannot  agree  that  it  is  possible  to  fulfil 
the  words  of  the  Resolution,  to  reconcile 
ail  parties,  and  to  produce  the  general  sa« 
tisfaction  ai^d  concord  of  all  classes  of  hia 
Majesty's  subjects.  On  the  contrary,  it 
seems  to  me,  that,  by  acceding  to  the  mo- 
tion, we  shall  do  great  mischief,  as  it  will 
rather  tend  to  keep  alive,  than  to  allay, 
religious  disputes ;  I  shall  therefore  give 
the  proposition  my  decided  negative. 

Mr.  John  Henry  Sn^ik — Mr.  Speaker, 
having  concurred  in  the  Resolution,  which 
the  House  came  to  in  the  last  session,  of 
the  last  parliament,  for  going  into  a  com* 
mittee  to  consider  the  state  of  the  laws  af- 
fecting Roman  Catholics,  with  a  view  to  a 
satisfactory  and  conciliating  adjustment,  I 
should  thmk  myself  guilty  of  a  great  in- 
consistency  if  I  did  not  vote  for  the  pre* 
sent  motion.  The  petitions  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  are  entitled  to  be  treated  with  re- 
spect, and  the  petition  from  the  University, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,'  is 
particularly  entitled  to  this  respect  from 
me,  from  the  personal  knowledge  I  have 
of  the  character  of  many  of  its  supporters ; 
but,  viewing  the  question  as  one,  not  of  a 
local  nor  partial  nature,  but  as  afiecttnp^ 
the  common  interests  of  the 'empire,  I 
must  exercise  my  independent  judgment, 
whoever  they  may  be  from  whom  i  differ.^ 
So  fer  as  the  petition  expressed  an  anxioua 
desire  for  the  security  of  our  constitution 
in  church  and  state,  so  far  I  cordially  con- 
cur In  it ;  but  so  far  as  it  might  be  con- 
ceived to  imply  an  opinion  that  the  con- 
Unuance  of  all  the  restrictions,  at  present 
in  force  against  our  Roman  Catholic  fel- 
low subjects,  is  essential  to  that  security,  so 
hr  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  differ  front 
it.    It  is  clear,  from  a  review  of  the  hia- 
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tory  of  the  penal  laws,  thu  ttey  welv  not 
so  much  aimed  at  the  religion  aa  at  the 
politics  of  the  Roman  Catholics;   they 
cannot  be  considered  as  essential  parts  m 
our  constitQtion  either  in  church  or  state ; 
since  the  laws  which  first  exclilded,  and 
now  ezclade,  them  frotn  office  and  parlia- 
ment, Tiz.  the  25th  and  SOtfa  Car.  2,  were 
enacted    nearly  a  centary    atid  a  half 
after  the  Reformation,  from  which  our  ec- 
desiastic^cl  onstitntion  takes  its  date ;  and 
sonde  years  before  the  ReYolation,  when 
onrciril  constitation  was  perfected ;  and 
since  the  partial  repeal  of  many  of  these 
laws,  in  the  acts  of  18th  and  3 1st  of  the 
King,  shews  that  the  legishiture  has  never 
seen  any  thing  so  sacred  and  fundamental 
in  their  character,  as  to  prtTcnt  their  re* 
moral,   when   the  necessity,,  which  ori. 
ginally  directed  their  enactment,  appeared 
no  longer  to  require  their  oontinoance. 
As  the '  res  dura  et  regni  novitas,'  which 
was  the  jestification  of  our  ancestors,  does 
not  apply  to  the  present  times,  so  neither 
are  the  prineipdes,  on  which  these  laws 
•re  now  defended,  the  same  as  those  on 
which  they  were  grounded.    The  prin- 
ciple of  toleration,  much  to  the  credit  of 
the  prcAent  times,  is  now  Mmbst  univer- 
sally admitted,  in  its  application  to  the 
Catholics;  who  Were  however  excluded 
from  its  benefits  by  some  of  the  wisest  and 
most  liberal  of  our  ancestors  in  former 
limes ;   in  proof  of  which  Mr.  Locke's 
sentiments  and  those  of  bishop  Burnet, 
where  he  assigns  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
the  1 1th  and  12th  of  Will.  3,  are  remark- 
able.    The  questi6n  which  has  arisen  in 
she  debate  of  this  night,  whether  Roman 
Catholics  could  claim  the  removal  of  their 
political  disabilHies  as  o  right,  isafdsrt^ 
frineipn  on  both  sides,  since  it  depends  on 
the  main  question,  whether  the  safeCyof 
the  state  requires  their  continuance.    The 
admission  of  a  small  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  into  the  I^ouses  of  Parliament, 
does  not  appear  more  likely  to  be  pre- 
jndicial  to  our  establishments,  than  the 
admission  of  a  small  number  of  Presbyte- 
rians at  present.    The  doctrine,  that  a  so- 
vereign cannot  be  foitbfully  or  eSectually 
nerved,  except  by  persons  pi^fessing  the 
same  religion  with  himself,  is  contftvdicted 
by  history,  (in  proof  of  which  it  might  be 
soffioieot  to  pfoduce  the  example  of  Sotly 
the  Protestant  minister  of  Henry  4,  and  of 
count  Witgenstein,  tfie  triumphant  Calho^ 
lie  general  of  an  heretio  master  against  his 
'  Oa^olicL  enemies ;)  and  has  no  foundation 
in  ottr  constitmton$  beoanse  the  reaMib»  for 


which  oor  oonstitutioil  d^dav^s  tn^  vrown 
to  be  essentially  IVotestaht,  io  not  «pfly  le 
the  ministers  of  the  crown;  uook  ttfe  warn 
is  the  head  of  the  establirtrad  cbarch»aM 
must  therefore  profoss  the  eatablialiod  te* 
Itgion ;  or  else  this  aibsnrdity  wooM  fellow, 
that  the  head  might  have  one  faith  and  the 
members  another ;   and,  becatse  in  peat 
of  expediency,  there  is  no  comparlscii  fae^ 
tween  the  two  cases,  since  the  Inws  piv* 
vide  an  easy  remedy  against  tfao  sal- 
practices  of  a  responsible  ministor,  but 
none  against  those  of  an  irresponuble  so» 
vereign.     The  apprehension   of  danger, 
from  the  recognition  of  the  Pope's  spi- 
ritual   supremacy  by  Roman  CarthoMtt^ 
does  not  seem  to  consist  solely  hi  their 
denial  of  the  King's,  which  is  conraraD  is 
them  with  the  Presbyterians^  nor  solely  la 
their  acknowledgment  of  a  foreign  joris- 
diction,  which  is  the  case  also  of  tlie  Mo- 
ravians, but  arises  out  of  that  aort  of  pio- 
judice,  which  may  be  entertained  by  sea 
of  the  most  upright  intentions  aAd  lie 
greatest  leamhig,  who  are  mora  faniuwtely 
convenant  with  the  controverstda  akidMi- 
tory  of  remote  ages,  than  with  the  stale  of 
Europe  at  present,  and  the  eventt  of  the 
last  century,  during  which  there  is  per- 
haps no  instance  to  be  found  of  thh  mtho- 
rity  of  the  Pbpe  having  seduced  a  afalgis 
Catholic  firom  his  loyalty  and  aHegiteca 
to  his  temporal  prince  ;  the  gratnisons  as- 
sumption of  inadmissible  demands^  to  ha 
made  heresfi)er,  by  the  CathoUca,  is  no  ar- 
gument against  grantTng  thena  what  is 
reasonable  at  present;  that  this  present 
question  does  not  afiect  the  doctrine^  <fis- 
cipline,  Hbr  government,  the  rights^  privi- 
leges, and  authority  of  the   established 
church.    It  is  a  qoestion  solely  on  the  ex* 
pedience  of  relieving  the  Catholica  froai 
their  political  diaabilitTes ;   and  oor  con- 
stitution would  be  as  much  vMatodby  ad- 
mitting xYttm  to  ecclesiastical  ptivileges» 
as  it  now  is  by  exeludrnc  them  from  civil 
ones.— Finally,  the  weight  of  aufttfority  ii 
already  on  this  side  of  the  question ;  I 
have  great  gtalUleation  in  quoting  the  opi- 
nions of  the  late  ai^hdeacon  Psiey ;  bat 
the  onion  of  th^  wroit  emkient  |^mdlical 
stiitesmen  8^  comfplieOB ;  "Ond  Irvett  I  tmn* 
sider  that  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  who  db> 
agreed  on  ahnt^vt  "lerery  other  tebject^  sM 
carried  the  Aation  a96ng  with  ttem  la 
their  disagreement,  were  WHi^d  M  the 
policy  of  Catholic  ooiftessioD^  t  cauuiA 
but  think  it  strange^  that  tbuae  ^Mto  ho- 
plicitly  adopted  the  opihkMIS  of  Mdher  M 
one  or  the  otheiv  wKen' Ahy  Wtin*  ts  vyri^ 
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ance*  fthovld  heiitaCe  io  tbcir  assent,  when 
the  ooDCurrence  of  the  two  iacreaied  ibe 
jMrobebiliiy  Iheleacb  waainlbe  right;  t 
am  sore  none  of  the  frieiulsoi  Mr*  Pitt  will 
den^  that  il  was  his  opinion  th^i  the  cifil 
tnahiliUes  of  the  Catholics  might  be  re- 
moved withoat .  prejudice  ta  tbe  cborch, 
and  with  nuterml  benefil  to  the  state; 
although  an  obstacle  too  ootorioas  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  do  more  than  allade  to 
it,  which  continued  duriog  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  hat  is  now  removed,  prevented 
him  from  making  the  attempt  to  carry 
that  opinion  into  practical  )efifect  I  think 
that,  particularly  considering  the  state  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  apprehensions  of 
danger  which  exist  in  retpectable  quar- 
ters, it  would  not  be  the  part  of  wiidom  in 
the  legislature  to  discard  from  their  de- 
Uberation  the  question  of -securities;  se- 
cnritie^  however,  not  amounting  to  a 
verbal  renunciation  of  their  religion  on 
tbe  part  of  those  of  whom  they  are  re- 

2uircd ;  hut  such  securities  as  the  Roman 
Catholics  may  grant  and  the  Protestants 
ought  to  be  contented  with.  The  Com* 
mittee,  should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  go  into  one,  will  be  the  proper 
place  tof  this  part  of  the  discuision.  I 
thank  the  House  for  the  indulgence  with 
which  they  have  heard  me,  and  hope  that 
the  resolution  the  House  may  come  to  will 
be  such  u  to  conciliate  the  confidence  and 
aflbction  of  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow* 
aubjects  without  endangering  the  IVotes- 
tant  constitution  in  church  or  state. 

Mr.  WiilioM  Cmarienm  addressed  the 
House  as  follows :— Mr.  Speaker,  upon  an 
occasion  of  such  expectation  as  this  is,  I 
am  induced  to  ofier  myself  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  by  one  consideration  alone. 
The  vote  which  I  shall  give,  in  favour  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  motion,  woold 
liave  sufficiently  recorded  my  opinion 
vpon  the  subject  now  under  discussion, 
bat  it  would  not  have  recorded  the  grounds 
upon  which  that  opinion  it  founded. 
The  House  has  listened,  with  admiration 
and  delight,  to  tbe  sentiments  delivered 
by  distinffoished  natives  of  Ireland,  who, 
Iran  their  talents,  their  experience,  and 
their  intimate  acquaintance  with  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  are  entitled  to  the 
bijihest  consideration.  I  conki  not  help 
wishing  to  add  the  opinion  of  an  English 
member  of  parliament,  founded  upon,  and 
CQofinned  by,  oonnectionand  acquaintance 
evithlndaDd. 

I  speak  of  Iralairi«  Sk,  not  vidi  the 


partiality  of  a  native,  but  with  the  afiea- 
tion  of  a  friend.  I  must  say.  Sir,  that  the 
subject  appears  to  me  not  to  be  soflicient- 
ly  considered  in  a  practical  view.  Those 
who  oppose  the  present  motion,  feel 
alarmed  at  some  danger,  which,  they  ex- 
pect, would  follow  upon  th^  concession  of 
any  further  privileges  to  our  Roman  Ca- 
tholic iellow*sobjects ;  but  no  man  has  yet 
undertaken  to  point  out  or  put  before  ihe 
House  or  tbe  country,  in  any  tangible 
form,  the  nature  of  such  dangers  or  the 
source  from  which  they  are  to  flow.  Sir, 
I  am  aware  thfit  there  is  a  pretty  general^ 
though  indefinite  idea,  of  the  influence 
maintained  by  the  Catholic  clergy  over 
their  flocks,  and  a  notion  that  this  in- 
fluence may,  and  will,  be  employed,  for 
purposes  dangerous  to  the  Protestant  es- 
tablishment in  church  and  state.  But, 
supposing  this  influence  to  exist  to  the 
utmost  degree,  to  which  the  imagination 
of  any  person  can  carry  him,  I  never  yet 
could  learn,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  it  stated 
in  argument,  whv  the  danger  from  it 
should  increase,  if  some  of  the  causes  of 
complaint,  some  of  the  sources  of  irritation 
which  now  exist  among  the  sreat  mass  of 
tbe  Catholic  population  in  Ireland,  wese 
removed.  With  regard  however,  to  the 
degree  of  influence,  which  does  in  lact 
exist,  although  1  will  not  deo]^  that  it  i|, 
in  some  degree,  to  be  found  in  Ireland, 
yet  I  will  venture  to  say  that  it  has  been 
and  is  upon  the  decline.  I  say  this,  with- 
out fear  of  being  contradicted  by  those 
who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  mtemal 
state  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
and,  if  we  consider  the  grounds^  upon 
which  tbe  blind  submission  of  tbe  people^ 
to  the  dictates  of  their  priests,  mainly 
rested,  we  shall  see  that  manv  of  the  caaa#i 
which  produced  this  efibct,  have  ceased  to 
operate. 

Ofaierve  what,  a  very  few  years  ago, 
was  the  situation  of  the  Irish  peasant :— 
bom  and  brought  op  upon  some  o^ua* 
tainous  or  neglected  tract,  hewasfrequenW 
ly  oninstracted,  even  in  the  language  of 
his  Protestant  fellow  sofajects.  No  oppor- 
tunities were  afibrded  to  him  of  having 
those  principles  instilled  into  bis  mind,  by 
which  men  are  taught  to  become  good 
citiaens  and  kiyal  subjects  of  the  stato 
bnder  the  protactiosi  of  which  they  live. 
He  had  no  fiifend  to  whom  he  couM  w\j 
foriolief  under  bif  distressesi  foradvica 
as  to  his  conduct,  but  tbe  priest  to  whom 
bo  vras  attached  by  the  connaction  of  a 
laigvigo  and  by  tha  taai  of 
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a  eominoa  religioo.  Certainly,  Sir,  it  was 
very  probable  that,  under  such  circum* 
stances,  the  Catholic  peasant  of  Ireland 
might  become  a  dangerous  instrument  ia 
the  hands  of  a  designing  leader.  But 
this  was  the  case,  not  because  he  was  Ca- 
tholic, but  because  he  was  neglected  and 
ignorant: — I  trust  and  believe,  8ir,  that  a 
better  order  of  things  is  now  opening  to 
our  Tiew.  Every  year  shews  an  increas- 
ing degree  of  intelligence  among  that 
most  important  part  of  the  community. 
Looking  at  the  subject  in  this  point  of 
view,  I  confess  it  appears  to  me  that  much 
consolation  is  to  be  derived  from  some  of 
the  reports  now  upon  the  table  of  this 
House. — ^I  allude.  Sir,  to  the  reports  made 
by  the  commissioners  for  enquiring  into 
the  state  of  public  education  in  Ireland. 
These  jeports.  Sir,  whilst  they  exhibit  a 
lamentable  want  of  those  facilities,  which 
ought  to  have  been  aBTorded  to  the  further* 
ance  of  such  an  object,  present,  at  the  same 
time,  a  most  gratifying  picture  of  4he 
eager  desire,  which  is  manifested  by  the 
great  mass  of  the  population  of  Ire- 
land, Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant, 
to  procure,  for  their  children,  the  ad- 
vantages of  education.  These  reports. 
Sir,  relate  to  various  parts  of  Ireland. 
They  have  perhaps  made  a  particular  im- 
pression upon  my  mind,  because  it  hap- 
pens to  me  to  be  able  to  add  my  testimony 
to  the  same  effect  with  respect  to  another 
part  of  that  island. 

I  cannot  easily  forget.  Sir,  the  moment 
vrhen,  upon  one  of  the  wildest  tracts  of 
the  south  western  part  of  the  county  of 
Limerick,  I  was  myself  surrounded  by  an 
immense  multitude,  composed  altogether 
of  individuals  professibg  the  Catholic 
faith,  clamouring  round  me,  and  urging 
me  to  procure  for  them,  from  their  land- 
lord, as  the  greatest  boon  which  it  was  in 
his  power  to  bestow,  the  means  of  giving 
to  their  children  some  advantages  of  edu- 
cation. Of  education.  Sir,  not  in  the  pe- 
culiar tenets  and  doctrines  of  that  religion 
against  which  it  is  objected  that  it  seeks 
always  to  keep  its  votaries  in  darkness  and 
ignorance ;  but  their  wish  was  for  such  a 
degree  of  instruction  as  should  enable 
them  to  read,  with  their  own  eyes,  and 
judge  with  their  own  understanding,  of 
those  truths,  upon  which  all  religion  must 
depend.  It  is  not  unimportant.  Sir,  to 
consider,  by  whom  the  application,  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  was  supported. 
The  person.  Sir,  by  whom  tl^is  wish  of  the 
people  was  most  e«rnetily  and  emphatic 


cally  pressed  upon'  me,  and  by  whose  as- 
sistance I  was  enabled  to  give  tfSsct  to  it, 
was  the  Catholic  priest.  That  minister 
who,  by.  some,  is  represented  aa  perpe- 
tually engaged,  in  mischievous  intrigue, 
but  whom,  as  far  as  my  experience  has 
gone,  I  have  invariably  found  most  sio* 
cerely  anxious  for,  and. actively  co-ope- 
rating in,  any  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  the  people  and  the  advantage  of  his 
country. 

Sir,  I  may  perhaps  iook  at  thb  pasrt  of 
the  subject  with  too  sanguine  an  eye ;  but 
I  do  confess  that,  to  my  mind,  thia  readi- 
ness, or  rather  I  should  say,  this  eagemesi 
and  anxiety  of  the  Catholic  popolation  sf 
Ireland  to  give  to  the  rising  generaiioa 
the  advantages  of  education,  does  aflford  a 
prospect  of  more  efficient  and  permanent 
security  for  the  Protestant  establishmeat 
in  church  and  state,  than  the  moat  saa- 
guine  legislator  could  hope  to  provide  by 
any  code  of  restrictive  regulations. 

Sir,  it  must  not  be  supposed,  because  I 
have  confined  myself  to  that  which  may 
perhaps  in  argument  be  termed  a  narrow 
view  of  the  question,  that  I  do  not  feel  the 
importance  of  the  many  topics  which,  in  a 
more  general  view  of  the  subject,  have 
been  introduced  into  this  discussion.  Out 
of  respect  to  the  House,  I  have  purposely 
confi,ned  myself  to  that  view  of  the  aabjcct 
to  which  my  attention  has  been  particu- 
larly drawn  yi  but  which  I  consider  only 
as  one,  among  many  views  which  lead  to 
the  same  conclusion.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that,  in  every  sentiment  expressed  in  tfaie 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Plunkett)  I  most  aincerely 
concur,  although  I  will  not  run  the  risk  of 
weakening  his  arguments  by  repeating 
them.  Thinking  therefore.  Sir,  after  the 
most  attentive  consideration  of  all  which 
has  been  argued  upon  this  subject,  that 
very  much  may  be  safely  done  for  the 
Catholics,  and  being  confirmed  in  that 
opinion,  by  all  the  observation  which  I 
have  been  enabled  to  make  upon  the  si- 
tuation, the  character,  and  the  conduct  of 
those,  upon  whose  character  and  conduct 
the  safety  or  dan^r  of  the  measure  must 
depend,  I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  omk 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  with  a 
perfect  conviction,  that,  in  so  doing,  I  best 
consult  the  welfare  of  my  country,  aad 
the  well  understood  interests  of  the  Pko- 
testant  church. 

On  the  motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,  the 
House,  at  half  past  two  o^clock  in  the 
lOoniingi  adjourned* 
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Petitions  rbspbcting  thb  Claims  op 
THE  Roman  Catholics*]  Petitions  against 
the  Catholic  Claims  were  presented  by 
lord  St.  Helen's  from  Stamford,  by  the 
bishop  of  Chester^  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Worley,  in  Lancashire,  and  from  the 
Protestants  of  the  county  of  Cavan.— 

Marquis  WeUesky  presented  a  petition 
from  certain  inhabitants  of  Chichester  and 
ita  neighboarhood,  in  favour  of  the  Ca- 
tholic claims.  His  lordship  stated,  that 
when  notice  was  issued  that  this  petition 
was  lyins  for  signatures,  a  hand-bill  was 
circulated,  part  of  which  he  read,  warning 
persons  against  signing  it;  and  for  the 
purpose,  as  alleged,  of  stating  the  real 
opinions  of  the  Catholics,  quoting  pas- 
sages, from  a  publication  entitled  ''The 
Third  Part  of  the  Statement  of  Penal 
Laws,''  which  it  was  asserted,  had  been 

1>ublished  by  the  authority  of  the  Catho* 
ic  Board.  This  pretended  Third  Part  of 
the  Statement  of  Penal  Laws,  it  was  noto- 
rious in  Ireland,  was  a  fabrication,  and  it 
wastbereconsideredasajoke.  It  had,  how- 
e?er,  been  obsenred,  that  what  was  con- 
sidered a  joke  in  Ireland,  was  sometimes 
looked  upon  in  a  very  serious  ll^ht  in  this 
country;  and  so  it  was  with  this  fabrica- 
tion, which  had  been  industriously  circu- 
lated, at  the  real  opinions  of  the  Catholics, 
in  Sussex,  in  many  paru  of  Yotkshire  and 
Lancashire,  and  in  other  quarters*  It  had 
deterred  many  persons  at  Chichester  from 
signing  the  petition  he  was  then  present- 
ing, and  was  calculated  to  produce  the 
worst  ^fftet,  in  exciting  violence,  by  the 
grossest  and  m6st  mischievous  misrepre- 
•entation.  He  therefore  trusted,  that  great 
caution  would  be  used,  in  guarding  against 
violence  on  either  side,  m  order  that  a 
calm  and  dupauionate  discussion  might 
be  had  upon  this  momentous  and  vitMly 
iraportaQt  queatton. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Frid^p  February  26, 

DlSTTUaBANCB  IN  THB  GaLLBBY.]    Soon 

after  the  Speaker  took. the  Chair,  a  great 

SBSsore  took  place  at  the  doors  of  the 
rangers'  Gallery,  by  persons  endea* 
during  to  force  their  way  in,  althongh  at 
the  'titoa  the  gallery  was  filled  to  an  ex* 
cess,  two  or  three  persons  were  forcing 
their  way  into  seats,  vi  ei  armiip  and  a 
great  resistsoct  and  noise  ensaed»  upon 


which  the  Speaker  directed  the  Serjeant 
at  Ariiis  immediately  to  take  the  rioters 
into  custody  ;  and  an  hon.  member  point- 
ing to  a  perK>n  standing  about  the  centre 
of  the  gallery,  said  he  had  observed  that 
person  most  active  in  making  the  disturb- 
ance and  forcing  his  way. 

Another  hon.  member  (Mr.  Robert 
Thornton)  said,  the  person  alluded  to,  as 
he  observed,  was  making  his  way  oat,  hot 
that  he  perceived  another  person  (point* 
ing  him  out)  strike  that  person  with  great 
violence.  The  Speaker  observed,  that 
the  House  would  not  descend  to  dlscrimi* 
nate  individuals,  but,  if  the  disturbance 
continned,  he  hoped  some  hon.  member 
would  not  hesitate  to  assert  the  dignity  of 
the  House  by  moving  the  Standing  Order, 
that  the  gallery  should  be  cleared  of 
strangers,  and  then  directed  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  to  take  the  rioter 'into  Custody 
and  brinjg  him  before  the  House. 

The  disturbance  immediately  ceased^ 
and  order  was  restored. 

PembborBshibe  Election — Motion 
BESPBCTiNo  Excbanging  Lists^]  Mr, 
Barkam  moved.  That  the  Resolution  of 
the  House,  of  the  30th  day  of  November 
last,  **  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted 
elections  for  counties  in  England  and 
Wales,  the  petitioners  do  by  themselves 
or  by  their  agents,  within  a  convenient 
time  to  be  appointed  by  the  House,  deliver 
to  the  sitting  members  or  their  agents, 
lists  of  the  persoiu  intended  by  the  peti« 
tioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for 
the  sittiQg  members ;  giving  in  the  said 
lists,  the  several  heads  of  objection,  and 
distioguiihing  the  same  against  the  names 
of  the  voters  excepted  to;  and  that  the 
sitting  members  do  by  themselves  or  by 
their  agentSi  within  the  same  time,  deliver 
the  like  lists  on  their  part  to  the  peti* 
tioners  or  their  agenia,"  might  be  read  ; 
and  the  same  being  read ;  the  hon.  gen* 
tieman  next  moved,  "  That  the  hon.  John 
Frederick  Campbell,  and  the  several  free- 
holders, who  have  petitioned  this  House, 
complaining  of  the  undue  election  and  re* 
turn  of  sir  John  Owen,  hart,  for  the 
county  of  Pembroke,  do,  on  or  before 
Monday  next,  deliver  to  the  said  sh*  John 
Owen,  or  his  agent  or  agents,  lists  of  the 
persons  intended  by  the  petitioners  to  be 
objected  to  who  voted  for  the  said  si^  John 
Owen,  giving  in  the  said  lists  the  several 
heads  of  objection,  and  distinguishing  the 
same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  ex« 
cepted  10}  and  that  the  said  sir  John 
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Owen  do,  by  bims^lf  or  his  vgeots,  wiikin 
the  same  tio)^,  deliver  the  like  lists  oa  his 
part  to  the  said  xeveral  petiMoners,  4»  to 
their  agent  pr  agents/' 

Sir  J.  Owm  o^cted  in  strong  termsi  to 
the  hardships  that  would  be  imposed  upon 
him,  were  the  I}oi|ie  to  grant  the  motion. 
The  standing  order  required  that  an  ap- 
plication Qf  this  sort  should  be  made  by 
'  the  petitioner  within  a  convenient  time. 
Jfow  the  motion  was  sis  weeks  after  the 
petition  figainst  his  return  was  preiented. 
mid  only  three-days  before  the  time  fixed 
fpr  trying  the  election.  It  would  be  im^ 
possible  lor  him  to  send  down  2200  miles 
into  Pembrokeshire,  to  procure  such  lists 
in  time  to  be  presented  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Biirham  contended,  that  it  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  petitioner,  thai  delay  had 
taken  plve :  andt  therefore  he  should  not 
be  precluded  of  availing  himftelf  from 
flipse  standing  regulations  of  the  House, 
which  were  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
support  his  petition*  He  had  no  inten- 
liQP  whatever  of  taking  the  hon.  baronet 
liy  sorpriw  t  andy  M  a  proof  of  it,  his  hon. 
pie^  the  pntilioner,  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  postpdne  the  consideration  of 
Ihe  petitiofi,  tbat  more  time  miffht  be 
piven  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  toe  lists 
in  (question. 

Sir*/,  (horn  replied,  that  forther4elay 
nupt  p^oessarily  be  injurioMs  to  himself. 
The  lime  for  trying  the  petition  had  been 
fixed  by  the  House,  and  of  course,  he  had 
mtde  all  his  arrangement  to  meat  it. 

Mr,  Wjfm^  was  pf  opinion  that  it  wovid 
be  highly  improper  to  depart  from  the 
fxpHcil  retohition  of  an  act  of  parliament. 

Tkn  i^pedkrobserved,  that  it  might  per* 
^ips  be  proper  to  put  the  House  in  pos* 
session  of  a  decision  of  the  last  parliament, 
sirhich  seemed  to  bear  strongly  on  the 
|>resent  question.  It  was  a  regulation  of 
4he  Houae,  that  the  sitting  member  and 
Ihe  petitioner  should  deliver  in  mutual 
lists  of  contested  votes,  within  a  conveni* 
ifnt  time  previous  to  trying  the  petition  : 
and  of  that  convenient  time  the  House 
^ivere  to  be  judges.  In  the  case  of  the 
Sussex  election  petition,  decided  in  the 
intt  parliament,  he  reoollected  that  the 
^ting  member  abandoned  the  defence  of 
hi*  seat*  which  was  taken  up  by  the  free* 
hoWera  in  his  interest  The  trying  of 
Ibe  petition  was  to  take  place  on  the  21lnd 
-of  ^arch,  and  on  the  16th  March  an  ap- 
fiUcation  was  made  by  the  petitioner,  for 
4A  exohange  of  lists  i  but  tne  House  4<* 


cided,  th^l  the  intervnl  botween  the  16ih 
and  22d  was  not  that  convenient  time  ibr 
preparing  the  lists  whiob  the  resuliUMB 
conteivphted.  On  this  groond  &ey  re- 
fosfd  the  application. 

I4»rd  Caukreggh  sakl,  the  cooDiplaiaant 
knowinff  the  nature  of  the  coapiaint 
which  he  proposed  to  bring,  h«l  Ihia  ad- 
vantage in  the  readiness  or  iialdng  not 
his  list  over  the  penoo  to  whom  he  was 

S posing  himself*  therefore  be  conceived 
It  reasonable  time  should  be  given  to 
make  out  the  lists. of  voteri,  especially 
those  who  lived  to  very  remote  as  Pim- 
brokesbire.  Three  days  notice  was  a 
period  infinitely  too  short  to  procvre  the 
necessary  information,  and  the  motiaa 
ivas,  therefore,  i  improper.  ^ 

Sir  /.  Nnfiport  contended  that  in  die 
case  of  Irish  contested  elections*  tbere  nas 
oft^n  a  mutual  exchange  of  liaiSj  evca 
after  the  Committee  was  struck. 

Mr.  JUiflhmgtoH  thought  that  anomaly 
eaiily  accounted  for,  because  the  diapmcd 
votes  were  investigated  by  a  commiasioat 
sent  over  to  Ireland^r  the  expreaa  pur- 
pose. 

Lord  Sjentingiam  urged,  that  jmtica 
would  not  be  done,  unless  this  exc^baoge 
of  lists  took  place.  In  the.  coone  of  the 
election  there  had  been  a  deacription  ef 
votes  exhibited,  than  which  nothing  cookl 
be  worie. 

The  ^f€aker  said,  he  must  here  beg  to 
interrupt  the  noble  lord,  who  moit  ef 
course  be  aware,  that  such  remarks  oo^t 
to  bo  abstained  from,  as  tending  to  preju- 
dice the  minds  of  gentlemen,  who  night 
eventually  sit  in  the  Committee,  on  theis 
very  votes. 

After  some  further  discussion,  a  divi* 
sign  took  place,  and  Mr.  fiarham'a  motion 
wss  negatived  by  1 17  aga'mst  79. 

WSYMOUTB      AND     MaLCOMBX      BXGM 

&SCT10N.]  Mr.  Alderman  Atkiasb  firon 
the  2$elect  Committee  appointed  la  try 
and  determine  the  merits  of  the  Petitioo 
compUining  of  an  undue  election  and  re* 
turn  for  the  town  and  borough  of  Wey* 
mouth  and  Melcombe  Kegis,  informn 
the  House  that  the  Conuaitiee  have  deter- 
mined, 1.  ''  That  sir  John  Murray,  bait 
was  duly  elected,  and,  that  the  right  hon* 
Thomas  Wallace,  John  Broadhuraty  esq. 
Henry  Trail,  esq.  Richard  Angnstai 
Tucker  Steward,  esq.  and  William  WiW 
Hams,  were  not  duly  elected  for  the  said 
horongb ;  and  that  the  last  election  for 
the  said  bomogh,  so  for  aa  sahiaa  to  ibn 
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Section  of  the  feaid  right  boA^  Tkoinas 
Wallncej  Jttdil  Broadharst,  and  Hent^y 
Trail,  eaqoirMj  is  void/' 

Mr.  AldehnMl  Atkm  also  aecfMitlted 
the  Hoofte,  that  the  said  Select  Cottudittee 
bad  come  to  the  fbtlowing  Resolutiolli : 

1.  ••  That  it  aopears  to  this  Comdlittee, 
that  at  the  last  election  for  the  towit  and 
boroagh  of  Weymouth  and  Mel<i«inb« 
Begis,  the  right  hon.  Thomas  Watfiice, 
John  BroAdbnrst  and  Henry  Trail,  esqr#. 
did  by  treating  act  in  violation  of  the  sta- 
tute of  the  7tli  of  Williaitt  S,  cap.  4,  where- 
by they  are  ineapateilated  to  serre  in  par- 
liament upon  sncn  election. 

2.  <'  Thai  Ihe  right  of  Tothig  in  the  said 
town  and  borough  appean  to  be,  among 
others,  in  persona  tfefMd  of  freeholds  with- 
in the  said  borough;  that  gross  abuses 
bare  of  late  been  phictised  within  the 
said  borough  by  pertrons  claiming  and  ex- 
ercising t  righft  to  vole  upon  nominal  re- 
served renis,  arising  out  of  freeholds  split 
and  divided  into  thte  most  minute  frac- 
tional parte,  under  wills  either  real  or  fic- 
titious ;  and  that  it  iiirther  appears  to  Hie 
Committee,  that  such  evils  can  only  be 
eflectualljr  remedied  by  the  interposition 
of  the  leffislatore/' 

Mr.  AKTerman  Atkins  then  moved  that 
the  whole  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
be  laid  before  the  House. 

The  Spedber  begged  to  sumst,  that  for 
the  sake  of  convenience  and  dispatch,  only 
auch  part  of  thfe  minutes  as  referred  to  this 
particular  topic,  should  be  selected  from 
the  mass  of  evidence ;  and  that  the  selec- 
tion might  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the 
committee,  uf^er  the  direction  of  the 
Chairman,  and  any  others  of  its  late  mem- 
bers.  If  any  new  regulation  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  Aoi«M,  #ith  regard  to  the  elec- 
tive fraMhive  of  the  borough,  it  would  be 
better  it  should  take  place  before  a  new 
writ  was  issoed. 

The  ikiotlon  Vras  then  modified  accord- 
ing to  the  Speaker's  suggestion,  as  fol- 
lows :  <«  That  so  much  of  the  Minutes  of 
tbe  Evidence  taken  before  the  said  com- 
mittee, as  relates  to  the  second  of  the  said 
Resolutions,  be  laid  before  this  House. '* 

Mr.  PoRSoa&y  lexpressed  his  conviction, 
that  the  preferable  Way  would  be  to  ad- 
journ the  discuttfon  till  Monday,  as  some 
gentlemen  might  probably  think  it  nece»- 
snry  that  the  whole  of  the  evidencife  sho/tild 
be  prddoced* 

Mr.  Alderman  AMik  thought  there  was 
part  of  the  evidenfce  which  thei%  was  no 
oecaaion  fio  |irciducia«    fie  begg^  also  fo 


stmei  tttit  tfe»  practice  of  sf>ftHifif  teiMtt 

had  been  cftrricNi  to  aedl  A  frepMotrVSk 
extent,  that  a  fractional  part  %b  tittrdmely 
^E»w  M  the  I4<l0th  pafVt  Of  U  OMh  of  a  Mk 
of  a  two^and^siitpefini^  V«fe  WsH  de^ttiM 
stfAcient  to  entitle  to  «  vote. 

Mr.  Wjim  c^MHended,  tNt  is  th«  ^dttkw 
ifiitfee  waa  now  tio  fM^t  t%e  muhAtixth 
of  any  of  im  nMMbefli  f&t  (he  Mtc^n  of 
the  evMeHice  Wab  ^Me  optional.  &i  Mr- 
ness  the  whole  of  the  tft^Klence  shonid  be 
laid  MTiHre  the  Home.   ' 

Mr.  Rose  MM  Mif.  Bathurst  8pdk6 
against  th«  detey.  Which  woold  ensoa 
fpom  Copying  and  prodtfeing  a  great  iltA 
of  irrelevant  evidence. 
'^  Mr.  A.  Bating  considered  it  as  a  suspf. 
cioos  circumstance,  that  so  much  anliet;^ 
should  be  shi^Wn  that  part  of  the  eViMice 
Alight  not  be  produced.  It  Wodid  be  a 
most  irregular  pfocMdiO]^  to  pefmiV  th^ 
minutes  of  leViWende  to  be  gaVbled  by  A 
clerk ;  and  eVen  when  the  selection  was 
made,  it  would  give  rise  fo  a  secbrtd  di^ 
cWislon,  Whfether  the  evidence  had  beeb 
garbled  or  not. 

Mr.  Robinton  observed,  that  it  was  th\* 
itaggesllion  of  the  hon.  chairman  of  thi^ 
committee^  that  only  part  of  the  evitfentd 
should  be  producra.  Indeed,  if  thil 
whole  of  the  minutes  were  laid  mh  the 
table,  the  House  would  be  trying  anew 
the  case  as  to  the  sitting  metabera,  which 
had  already  been  dtcided  by  the  cote-, 
mittee.  Tliii  would  be  a  complete  sub- 
version of  the  Grenville  Act. 

Mr.  A>kmt  StUkmr  conceived  it  wtrtild 
be  ettremely  improper,  to  leaire  the  buai^ 
ness  of  selection  to  tne  clerk  of  the  com* 
mittee.  He  should  propose,  therefore, 
that  the  committee  be  re-appointed,  for 
the  puqKMe  of  examining  tind  deciding 
upon  such  parts  of  the  evidence  at  they 
might  think  relevant  to  the  matter  on 
Which  they  recommended  tbe  legislative 
hkte^fietence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CbcftraHe  JiolMitoaraiiied,  whether  the 
minutes  had  not  been  copftti  out  fair,  and 
signed  by  the  ChAtrman ;  and  laid  it  waa 
most  impoKant  lAat  the  whole  of  the  mi- 
nutes should  be  laid  on  the  table,  sis  bt 
understood  that  very  improper  interi^fenctf' 
had  been  exiefeiBed  by  an  illustrious  per-^ 
sonago. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  when  the  hon.  Wthxl&tt 
should  produce  to  the  Hbuse  any  gmAttda 
for  bin  amnion,  ft  itiight  be  tbe  lubjea  ctf 
a  tegfslktfve  enactment;  btit  the  <^hki|h 
tfp6A  ^  meitiber  of  the  Up'pet'  iIotM,  tof 
improper  intttflelvtiee  Hk  the  cl«ttHm  tff 
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.nembers  of  that  Hoase^  shewed  the  dan« 
ger  of  mixing  the  different  motions. 
.  Mr.  Wrotteiky  said,  that  the  backward- 
ness of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  to 
allow  the  production  of  the  whole  mi- 
nates,  proved  there  ,was  something  that 
the  House  ought  to  be  put  in  possession  of: 
that  the  interference  was  probably  so  con- 
nected with  the  question,  presented  to 
their  consideration,  as  not  to  be  separated. 

After  a  long  conversation. 

The  Speaker  suggested,  that  whiatever 
the  House  might  do,  they  must  have  the 
papers  on  the  table  of  the  House.  If  the 
whole  were  to  be  inspected,  the  whole 
must  be  on  the  table ;  if  a  part  were  only 
to  be  inspected,  that  part  must  be  on  the 
table. 

After  some'  further  conversation. 

The  Speaker  suggested  there  were  two 
modes  of  meeting  the  apparent  wishes  of 
the  House,  to  enable  the  committee  to 
support  their  Report  by  evidence :  either 
to  get  the  entire  of  the  minutes^  and  to 
deliver  them  immedis^tely  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  enable  them  to  amend  their  re- 
port, or  to  refer  the  Report  back  to  the 
committee,  which  should  be  constituted  a 
committee  for  that  purpose,  with  the  ordi- 
nary powers  of  sending  for  persons, 
papers,  and  records. 

After  some  farther  discussion  it  was  or- 
dered, on  a  division,  that  the  Report  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee,  with  powers 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

The  Princess  or  Wales.]  Mr.  Cock' 
rane  Johnstone  said,  that  understanding  his 
Majesty's  ministers  were  invited  to  parti- 
cipate in  a  turtle  feast  on  Monday,  as  he 
was  by  no  means  desirous  of  •  disturbing 
their  harmony,  he  begged  leave  to  post- 
pone his  motion,  which  stood  for  that  day, 
to  Thursday. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  nothing 
of  the  description  to  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  alluded  could  operate  as  an 
inducement  with  his  Majesty's  ministers  to 
neglect  their  duty  ;  and  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  desirous  of  bringing  forward 
his  motion  on  Monday,  they  were  most 
ready  to  meet  him.  Ihe  hon.  gentleman 
was  best  able  to  appreciate  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  would  act  as  his  own 
judgment  dictated. 

Mr.  Cochrane  Johnuonc  had  no  objection 
to  bring  forward  the  motion  on  Monday, 
but  from  feelings  of  courtesy,  h^^was  de- 
sirous of  yielding  to  the  acconunodation  of 
the  noble  lord  and  his  friends. 
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The  SolicUor  General  (Sir  W.  Garrow), 
said,  that  the  postponement  of  the  discos- 
sion  would  be  a  matter  of  accommodation 
on  both  sides,  as  the  Army  Estimates  and 
other  orders  would  be  before  the  Hook, 
which  were  likely  to  occupy  their  atten* 
tion  for  a  considerable  time. 

Mr.  WhUhread  remarked,  that  the  boo. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  taken  np  this 
matter  in  much  too  grave  a  manner.  It 
was  well  known  that  his  Majesty's  minis* 
ters  were  engaged  to  a  dinner  on  Monday, 
and  that  being  the  fact,  it  was  a  proceed- 
ing of  no  novelty  that  the  Hoose  ahooki 
feel  disposed  to  wave  any  claims  on  their 
attention,  on  such  an  occasion. 

The  SolicUor  Cfeneral  was  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  courtesy  intended  was  a 
course  of  no  novelty ;  but  when  it  wett 
forth  to  the  public,  that  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, were  neglecting  their  public  dntiei 
to  attend  a  turtle  feast,  he  apprehended  it 
became  expedient  that  the  circumstances 
should  be  put  on  a  right  footing. 
^  Mr.  WhUhread  said,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  made  this  a  nug* 
nificent  trifle,  and  begged  leave  to  con- 
gratulate his  Majesty's  ministers  on  having 
obtained  so  able  an  advocate. 

Mr.  Baihurst  declared  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  were  engaged  to  dine  with  the 
Russia  Company  on  Monday ;  bot  as  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  beg^  to  stale, 
that  he  had  made  no  engagement  of  the 
sort.  And  he  felt  it  his  doty  to  decline 
the  invitation  upon  the  sole  ground  of  bu- 
siness in  that  House  requiring  his  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone  finally  postponed 
his  motion  to  Thursday. 

Great  Grimsby  Elxctiom.]  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  appointed  to  in> 
quire  into  the  merits  of  the  Petition  of 
the  witnesses,  complaining  of  the  hard- 
ships they  had  sustained,  m  consequence 
of  having  been  brought  np  to  town,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Hoose,  to 
give  evidence  upon  the  Great  Gnmsbf 
Election,  and  having  been  left  destitute  of 
the  means  of  returning  to  their  homes, 
was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Wynn.  In  sob- 
stance  it  stated,  that  the  committee  had 
made  the  necessary  inquiries,  and  found 
the  allegations  of  the  petitioners  lo  be 
perfectly  correct ;  but  that  after  due  con- 
sideration  it  ap(>eared  to  the  committee, 
that  no  public  relief  could  ho  given  to  the 
petitioners,  and  that  no  alternative  re- 
mained but  for  them  to  be  pa««d  lo  tbsir 
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parishes  as  panpersi  by  the  order  of  some 
magistrate.  The  Report  having  been 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table> 

Mr.  Wym  commented  on  the  distressing 
situation  in  which  these  unfortunate  indi- 
viduals had  been  placed^  and  suggested 
the  expediency  of  some  permanent  mea- 
sure being  adopted,  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  similar  circumstances  in  future. 
This  he  thought  might  he  effected  by 
faking  indifidoals  who  presented  peti- 
tions against  the  returns  of  members,  and 
who  entered  into  recognizances  duly  to 
prosecute  the  allegatigns  in  sech  petition9, 
also  to  enter  into  a- recognizance  to  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  the  witnesses 
summoned  at  their  instance.  At  present, 
he  thought  it  behoved  the  House  to  pro- 
vide for  the  persons  who  had  obeyed  the 
writ  of  the  Speaker ;  and  cited  the  case  of 
some  witnesses  summoned  on  the  Shaftes- 
bury election  committee,  at  a  former  pe- 
riod, as  a  precedent  for  such  a  proceeding. 
In  conclusion,  he  moved — '*  That  an  hum- 
ble Address  should  be  presented  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  pray* 
ing,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  for  the  payment  of  a 
reasonable  compensation  to  the  individuals 
summoned  to  attend  the  Great  Grimsby 
Election  Committee^  and  assuring  his 
Boyal  Highness  that  the  House  would 
make  good  the  same/'. 

The  Chancellor  qftht  Exchequer  admitted 
the  necessity  of  some  such  legislative  pro- 
vision as  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  commiserating,  as  he  did, 
the  situation  of  the  unfortunate  persons 
whose  case  had  come  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  he  should  second  the  mo- 
tion. The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Ma.  Qbattan's  Motion  por  a  Commit- 
TEB  ote  THE  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics—Adjourned Debate.]  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  resuming  the  Debate  on  the  motion  made 
yesterday,  "  That  this  House  will  resolve 
Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  take  into  its  most  serious  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the  laws  affecting  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to 
inch  a  final  and  conciliatory  adjustment  as 
may  be  conducive  to  the  peace  and  strength 
of  the  united  kingdum,  to  the  stability  of 
the  Protestant  establishment,  and  to  the 
general  satisfaction  and  concord  of  all 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjecu/'  be  now 
read;  and  the  same  being  read : 

(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


,   Sir  John  Cox  B^jpUky  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker;  consistently  with  those 
feelings,  which  I  have,  at  all  times,  uni- 
formly professed  on  this  important  sub« 
ject,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  a  silent 
vote.  The  principles  and  sentimenta 
which  I  entertain  are  so  well  known  to  the 
House,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me 
to  occupy  much  of  your  time  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  I  have  taken  every  op- 
portunity of  giving  currency  to  my  opi* 
iiions,  and  to  the  uncontroverted  facts 
upon  which  they  are  founded. 

[The  hon.  baronet  then  proceeded  to 
take  a  review  of  certain  publications 
which  had  recently  appeared  in  a  morning 
paper,  and  particularly  some  passages 
copied  from  what  were  termed,  the  ^  Bloe 
Books,' which,  in  a  former  debate,  had 
been  quoted  by  a  hon.  member  (Mr.Yorke), 
who,  he  said,  nad  been  led  to  form  a  very 
erroneous  opinion  in  reference  to  that  part 
of  the  subject  on  which  they  treated.] 

The  fact  is,  that  the  names  of  1,4(X)  Ca- 
tholics have  not  been  withdrawn  from  the 
protestation  of  1789|  as  has  been  averred 
in  the  article  in  the  news-paper,  nor  have 
the  Catholics    been  orged  to  withdraw 
their    names  by   their    apostolic   vicars. 
The  protestation  is  lodged  in  the  British 
Museum,  and  not  more  than  four  or  five 
names  have  been  withdrawn,  and   only 
one  of  the  apostolic  vicars.     It  is  true  aa 
objection   was   raised    by   the    apostolic 
vicars  against  the  oath,  proposed  in  the 
Bilj,  drawn  up  subsequent  to  the  original 
protestation ;    which    oath,  indeed,    had 
passed  with  the  Bill^  through  the  House  of 
Commons.    The  apostolic  vicars  unques- 
tionably did  caution  the  Catholics  to  op- 
pose it,  not  because  it  was  opposed  to  the 
renunciation  of  any  of  the  obnoxious  tenets^ 
which  were  disavowed  in  the  protestation^ 
but  because  it,  constructively,  in  their  opi- 
nions   trenched    upon  what    theologians 
call,  the  power  of  the  Keys; — and  in  this 
view,  also,  it  was  regarded  by  the  lata^ 
bishop  Horsley,  when  it  came  into  tha 
House  of  Lords,  the  bishop  declaring  that 
he  could  not  take  such  an  oath  himself* 
and  that  he  should  think  very  ill  of  any 
clergyman  of  his  diocese  who  had  taken 
such  an  bath.    The  result  was,  that  the 
oath  was  corrected  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  sent  down  to  the  Commons,  and  the 
oath,  so  corrected,  now  stands  in  the  act 
of  179I>  and  was  recommended  by  all 
the  apostolic  vicars,  to  4m  taken  by  the 
Catholics  of  their  districts. 
(SI)         - 
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From  tbii  sialemeni  the  Hou9«  ^ill  see 
how  erroneous  a  view  the  right  hon.  gen- 
Ueibkii  (Mr.  Yorke)  hab  taken  of  thrs  pro- 
ceeding, and  consequently,  how^  much 
misrepresented  the  whole  transaction  hat 
been  tn  the  public  prints,  and  how  likely 
to  create  the  most  injurious  impressions. 

Among  many  other  striking  facet,  we 
cannot  but  look  to  the  itftrodacttnn  of  the 
Irish  militia,  consisting  of  dear  10^000  men, 
\vbo  have  been  brought  to  thit  country, 
and  possets  so  much  the  confidence  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  that  they  are  atatloneil 
in  the  most  vital  parts  of  the  empire. — At 
Portsmouth,  At  Plymouth,  at  Chalham, 
Dover,  Harwich,  &c.— constituting  A 
guard  over  SO  or  40,000  prisonera  of  war 
of  their  own  religion.  This  fact  may 
enable  the  country,  more  adequately,  to 
appreciate  the  yafoe  of  oor  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fe1loW-«ubjeGts,^  as  contributing  to 
the  safety  of  the  empire.  Nor  can  the 
resources  of  Ireland  be  overlooked  in  ano* 
ther  important  view,  whcm  it  is  in  proof 
that  her  cxportations,  in  provisions  alone, 
amounted.  In  the  year  1811,  to  a  sum  fiJI- 
ing  very  little  short  of  eight  millions  ster- 
ling, a  great  part  of  which  must  have  ad- 
ministered to  the  exigences  of  our  ^my 
and  navy. 

These  facts  should  live  in  our  memory, 
imd  serve  to  stimulate  oor  endeavonra  tb 
pecure  alf  their  advantages,  by  meksitres 
,  tff  conciltailon.  This  great  object  I  have 
never  lost  sight  of,  though  thb  means 
by  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  promote 
it,  haine  often  been  mikconstroed.  [The 
lion,  baronet  here  entered  into  a  detail  6f 
the  proceedings,  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Catholic  claims,  from  the  pe- 
riod of  the  acts  of  1791  and  179S. 
He  adverted  to  the  caloses  of  the  failure, 
but,  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  PiiX  had  never 
changed  bis  opinions,  in  favour  of  the 
measure,  he  uuoted  a  pMsagh  of  coti- 
iiderable  length,  from  Mr.  Pitt's  speech, 
Jta  the  debate  of  1805  on  Mr.  ¥ox^  mo- 
tion, and  concluded  with  this  sentence, 
'  Such  were  my  semiments  formerly,  kuch 
'  are  they  now,  and  if  by  a  wish,  I  could 
'  carry  such  a  measure  into  effect,  I  am 
*  ready  to  confess  that  I  see  no  rational 
«  objection.'  He  afterwards  went  into  a 
detail  of  the  secoritiet,  which  he  had  uni- 
Ibrmly  considered  as  necessary  guards  of 
the  church  and  state,  as  by  hiw  established, 
and  which,  he  maintained,  were  not  fan- 
cifuf  expedients,  but  such  as  every  go- 
yemmem  in  Europehad  adopted,  of  what- 
•yer  religious  communion.] 


I  heireb  was  an  advoesite  for  an  actual 
nomination,  exercised  by  the  crown,  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  prelacies,  hut  I  have 
contended  ihit  the  negative  of  the  crown, 
bpon  all  such  appointments,  ongfat  to  be 
enforced.  I  -may  infetafkce  what  occurred 
upoti  aformer  occasion,  with  respect  to  Dr. 
Hussey,  the  titular  bishop  of  WAierfordL 
whose  conduct  at  Madrid,  in  I780,  vras 
soclr  as  ou^ht  to  haVe  excluded  ftim  from 
beiiig  nominated  to  a  Catholic  siee  in  lie* 
land.  I  alio,  on  aformeroccasion,  instanced 
the  case  Of  Dr.  Beltew»  the  titular  bishop 
of  KiilaU,  merely  to  ibew  that  cases  might 
ariae  where  no  rational  ohpction  could  be 
tAken  to  the  character  of  the  itadhidual, 
but  where,  nevertheless,  a  combination  of 
circumstances  might  produce  canae  of 
objection,  at  a  particular  crisis.  I  have 
long  known  Dr.  Bellew,  and  believe  that 
no  man  reflects  more  credit  upon  his  spi- 
ritual charge;  yet,  if  his  nommatiun  to  it 
bad  taken  plaOe  in  17911,  instead  of  maay 
years  anterior,  he  would  have  found  a  bro* 
ther  unfortunately  engaged  in  the  rebeU 
lion,  and  marching,  with  a  hostile  force, 
against  the  capital  of  the  yery  see,  to  which 
he  had  been  himaelf  nominated. 

Another  measure  of  regulation  I  bave 
also,  repeatedly,  pressed  upon  tihe  con* 
feideration  of  the  House — a  measure  which 
has,  also,  fo^te  sanctiohed  by  the  wisdom 
and  policy  of  every  other  state— namely, 
a  regulated  controul  upon  the  intermission 
of  all  Papal  reacripts.  In  other  coontries| 
no  auch  reseri^ts  are  allowed  to  be  cor- 
rent,  without  the  previous  aanetion  of  the 
WMb.  We  have,  indeed,  an  act  of  the 
ISth  of  Eiiit.  standing  as  a  barrier  gainst 
ioch  intromissions ;  but  it  is  impracticable 
from  its  sanguinary  provisions,  and  coo» 
seouently  entirely  evaded* 

To  regolkte  an  these  objects,  so  essen* 
tial,  ih  my  opinion,  to  die  security  of  the 
Catholic,  ks  wdl  as  the  Prote^ant  subjectr 
K  is  abholhtely  necessary  to  go  into  a  se* 
hsct  committee.  [Sir  J.  Hippisley  then 
weht  into  further  details,  ot  conaidera* 
hie  length,  concerning  the  tanonsofva* 
rious  councils,— paiticularly  the  fborth 
Lateran,  and  those  of  CJonstance  and 
IVent,— and  maintained  that  the  regoh* 
tions  of  discipline,  enacted  by  those  and 
all  other  councils,  had  no  practical  oblige* ' 
tion,  unless  canonically  received  and  sane* 
tinned  by  the  adtof  tne  existing -govern* 
ment  in  each  state.] 

I  shall  vote,  most  cheerfully,  lor  the 
motioti,  as  a  t>reliminary  step  to  ^  cod« 
stitotion  of  such  a  committee  as  appcam 
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tp  mei  to  hefloiie«oiiip«^ni  to  emer  upon 
pn  ade^Qiite  ^amjffa^oa  of  tb^ae  impor- 
tant oointSy  ftn4  vhicb,  if  not  fqlly  ui^der- 
^jtooo,  09  act  of  l^gidatipn  cao  |l>a  ade- 
guataly  firamed;  apdi^^th^r  or  not  the 
jfioitse  ahail  grapt  tha  prayer  of  th«  pe- 
titioaj  I  cpn^ad  thai  U  will  be  e^^Uy 
Daceaiary  to  conaM^ate  tucb  a  committee 
of  investigatioay  for  it  ia  impostible  that 
tbe  laan,  ^eatiog  the  Roman  Catholicf* 
can  be  permitM  to  remain  ii^  tbeir  pre- 

aent  state.  Tbe  acta  of  1791  apd  17 9h 
jara  so  replete  with  anomsdiea  aad  errorp, 
^at  a  r.e?iiion  of  tbam  ia  iu>i^  becoma  ^ 
neaaare  ofQecaa8ity,raibAr^haDpfi:h9ice. 

Mf •  Yorke  aai4j  that  be  M  been  mifr 
jepraaenjted  or  miauodaratood,  by  tba  boo* 
t>aroiiet.  da  bad  aajd^  pnlyi  thfit  in  con- 
aequctpcB  of  tbe  proteatatioin«  a  di^^^nence 
jtook  plaiOe  betJnree^  the  yicara  apoatolic 
iand  the  ConuojUee,  aod  that  the  latter 
.wcr^  obligad  to  sabmit.  He  bad  aaijd* 
.|da<^  tbat^b>'^e  of  the  vicara  ^ipoitolic  bad 
.withdirawn  tbeir  names  from  ^ba  proteata* 
tion  JMa  coiueqi|ei|ce  of  tbe  ,oatb#  the  form 
jof  which  hadbe^  introduced  into  it. 

General  Mutheiv  aaid,  it  9fi|peared  to 
liim»  after  itbe  ? ery  able  i^eecb  of  hia  boo. 
.and  learned  countryi^an  and  friend  (Mr. 
Plu^oW,)  yeatecday*  that  there  waa  iitUe 
/or  hian  or  apy  one  el^  to  add  on  the  aob- 
ject.  Thfikt  apaeciv  aboye  all  he  had  ever 
.beard  or  i:ead«  afforded  t^  mott  aatiafac-. 
4Qry  f  nd  undeniable  hiatorical  information 
on  the  aut^ect«  which  probably  bad  ef  ar 
,been  givan  before  in  thia  country,  lie 
.did  not  bvaiieve  that  ejrer  a  .apeecb  .bad 
.been  made  in  that  Btoae  which  ao  ably 

£OTed  tbe  right  of  the  Catholica  of  Ire- 
ad  to  full  emancipation.  The  boa.  ge- 
jieral,  boweverj  differed  from  bia  hon,  and 
leamed  friend  in  aome  tbioga.  Hia  bon. 
mud  learned  friend  waa  an  advocate  for 
Catholic  emancipation,  and  in  that  he 
ilgraed  with  him  ;  but  be  waa  an  advocate 
for  it«  granting  full  and  ample  aecuritiea 
•to  the  Proteitant  religion^  and  in  that  the 
bon*  general  aaid  be  difTerad  from  hia  boo. 
,mnd  learned  friend.  He  would  atk  bia 
bon.  aud  learned  friend  if  be  bad  ever 
made  oatf  or  been  able  to  make  out  fronv 
othara,  what  thoae  aecuritiea  abould  be. 
He  himaelf  bad  often  put  ibe  question  ii^ 
Ireland,  apd  in  JSngUnd*  apd  could  never 
^et  bear  in  what  tboae  aecnritiea  were  to 
cooaiat.  Who  waa  to  draw  the  bond  ? 
Who  ware  toai|^  it?  And  on  whom  were 
the  penal tiaa  awing  from  a  failure  in  per  • 
fornianea  of  the  condicionapf  it  to  (all  ? 
JdM  aidjopt  a^iiy  jidioj^  #nabta«9iirAtiei 
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coRld  be  giyen  9  ^nd  b^  ^f^  certain*  tbe y 
ought  not   to  be  aaked*     Nothing,  ha 

thougfat,  ahould  be  aaked  of  any  aet  of  men 

beyond  their  oatba*  Tp  u  mep  the  Ca* 
tholicf  of  Iceland  ircfe  willing  to  take  tbe 
Oath  of  Allegiance..  That,  f^aa  a  powerr 
/ul  oatb^and,  if  tbey  broke  iti  they  wou24 
break  any  oath  tbe  iegislaiuri;  cpuld  pal 
to  them.  Hia  bon.  ai¥t  learned  friend 
then  aMUi^d  what  be  thought  ab4^uld  be  the 
provisipna  for  the  patholic  clergy.  Thia. 
^i^bjectbad  beeodisi;uaaed  again  and  a^ain^ 
and  the  Catholic  bishopa  bad  determipmt 
that  iU\e^r  clergy  f hpMld  take  Qo  payment 
bj^t  frQin  their  wvti  (iQcka.  He  waa  of 
ftpiiMon  tbiay  onght  net  \q  be  p^d  by  th^ 
pnblic,  nor  aben)d  they  if  ibey  wiahed  ii- 
Far  be  it  from  him  to  aay  Jio^  bitfbaprifia 
were  acqnired ;  all  be  knew  waa«  that  tbe 
influence  ariaing  liropi  tha  figbt  to  ^confer 
them  waa  great,  aod#  if  io  adoition  tt>  thp 
£ogU^  and  Irish  biabopiica,  tbe  C#tbelnc 
were  placed  at  tbe  back  of  them«  gOYero- 
ment  ivould  aeon  become  deapotic.  If 
tbe  Catbolic^  pr^e  to  concede  tbe  right  of 
Veto,  be  hoped  the  denomipetion  of  Veto- 
j^den  would  be  applied  to  them;  they 
would  deaenre  it. 

He  felt  it  to  be  hia  duty  to  take  bia  bum- 
ble alvme  jn  the  present  diacuasion.  Hia 
duty  naturally  impoaed  it  on  bimt  feeling 
OS  be  did,  that  the  welfare  of  bianatii^ 
country  required  tbe  remoral  of  all  i^li* 
gioua  disabilitiea  and  diaiinptiona ;  by 
which  every  man  miahtbe  at  liberty  lo 
make  hia  peace  with  the  Almighty  in  his 
own  way,  s^d  be  taught  to  do  to  others  aa 
be  vfould  ^iah  otbera  to  do  to  bim.  On  a 
ayatem  ef  c^nciliafion,  and  on  e  apeedjr 
conc^aaiqn.pf  tbe  poiota  in  dispute,  be  had 
.leog  bann  convinced  depended  the  peace 
^nd  happineaa,  not  of  Ireland*  but  of  Eng- 
land al^,  And  the  .aecnrity  and  integri^ 
of  the  ^British  empire.  The. hon.  tnember 
for  Cotfe  Caatle  (Mr.  ^^nkes)  had  teU 
the  Hooae  that  concaaaion  to.the  Catholics 
would  endanger  tbe  eatabliabed  religion  and 
the  eatabliabed  goyernment.  Oh,  match- 
lem  ignorance !  ^,;matchleaa  intolerance  t 
nine  tenths  of  tbe  pfopertv,  aa  well  as  o^ 
tbe  numerical  force  and  ability  (if  Ireland 
were  favonrableto  the  CatboUcxIaims.  All 
parties,  indeed,  wereCiavoorabletoCaUiolic 
eaaaocipation  esoept  the  govemment, 
.wbioh  wns  now  viewed  jn  Ireland  wilh 
tiMt  contempt  which  it  deaer<ved.  Its  ac^ 
eaEbibitedone.ppo^intted  acane  of  bigotry 
and  imolefance  i4  «m  one  year's  end  to  tbe 
otfier ;  and  the  pM»ple  of  keland  .bad  nfw 
begun  io  aee  Ike  .faUy  and  mriminality  j»f 
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excluding  from  their  natural  right  five 
millions  of  their  fellow-citizens,  for  the 
sake  of  exalting  a  few  who  were  already 
too  highly  and  unduly  exalted^  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  equally  undue  degradation 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  against  the  Catholic  claims 
liad  been  carried  through  in  a  clandestine 
manner,  in  a  manner  very  different  in- 
<leed  from  that  in  which  the  petitions  in 
favour  of  the  Catholics  had  been  agreed 
to;  particularly  the  petition  which  he 
^  himself  had  presented  from  Tipperary. 
He  contended,  that  if  it  were  only  for 
the  late  important  victories  gained  by  our 
•armies,  principally  composed  of  Irish  Ca- 
tholics, they  were  entitlied  to  the  commu- 
nity of  rights  for  which  they  how  applied. 
Ireland  at  present  furnished  a  greater  pro- 
portion towards  the  defence  of  the  empire 
than  England  did,  and  yet  England  con- 
tinued to  keep  her  best  defenders  in  a 
state  of  slaTery,  and  ruled  over  the  fertile 
and  be^mifu)  country  of  Ireland  with  a 
rod  of  iron.  In  proportion  as  a  govern- 
ment required  to  use  the  bayonet  to  con- 
troul  the  people,  in  the  same  proportion 
•must  there  be  something  bad  in  the  system. 
•If  the  Catholics  were  cordially  united  to 
this  country,  by  feeling  a  community  of 
interest  in  her  welfare,  the  country  would  * 
indeed,  be  rendered  powerful,  and  we 
should  no  longer  need  to  have  recourse  to 
foreign  defenders,  contrary  to  the  enact- 
menU  in  that  great  palladium  of  our  liber- 
ties. Magna  Charta.  Neither  should  we 
-any  longer  be  forced  to  continue  that  dis- 
graceful system  of  forcing  men  on  board 
our  fleets  against  their  will,  never  proba- 
bly to  return.  He  would  tell  the  House 
how  to  get  rid  of  the  impress  service  at 
once.  Govern  Ireland  by  conciliation 
and  afiection.  Begin  by  forming  registers 
of  births,  by  the  foundation  of  parish 
schools,  and  the  formation  of  depots  for 
male. children,  one  of  whom  would  be  wil- 
tingly  granted  out  of  each  family,  and  in 
'this  way,  and  by  the  bestowing  of  mo- 
derate bounties,  twice  as  many  men  would 
in  a  few  years  be  produced,  as  would  be 
required  for  our  navy,  and  fur  our  army 
also,  without  the  avsistanee  of  Germans, 
Prussians,  or  Hanoverians.  Not  one  man 
in  twenty  of  those  who  were  formerly 
procored  for  the  army  in  Ireland  could 
now  be  persuaded  to  esilist,  and  the  reason 
was  obvious.  They  Wire  now  beginning 
to  be  more  enlightened^  and  of  coarse  felt 
more  heavily  thair.dcgtad^d^suie. 


A  great  deal  bad  been  said  by  an  faon. 
gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Bankes),  as 
to  the  intemperance  of  the  Catholic  board. 
This,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  he  ahoald 
admit ;  •  and  also,  if  th&  hon.  gentleman 
chose  it,  that  those  same  persons  wem 
likely  to  become  factious  demagogues. 
And  supposing  that  to  be  so,  whatj  he 
would  ask,  was  the  best  remedy  to  apply  f 
Why,  to  take  from  them  the  tools  by 
which  alone  they  could  do  mischief! 
make  every  one  of  those  five  millioos  of 
persons  happy  and  they  'would  be  con- 
tent : .  let  them  continue  aggrieved  and 
they  would  continue  discontented.  He 
denied,  however,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  correct  in  his  statement  as  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Catholic  board.  They 
might  have  been  violent,  but  tbey  bad 
never  been  unconstitutional.  Of  this  he 
could  give  the  best  possible  proof.  The 
Attorney -General  and  the  minions  of  the 
Castle  had  been  constantly  watching  over 
them 'like  vultures,  ready  to  pounce  oo 
them,  had  the  smallest  pretence  for  so 
doing  presented  itself,  but  they  coald  find 
none.  In  his  opinion  they  had  not  gone 
far  enough.  ^  Had  they  not  petitioned  that 
House  year  after  year,  in  the  most  res- 
pectful terms;  constantly  asking  as  a  boon 
what  they  might  have  demanded  as  s 
right?  The  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
happy  in  finding  that  there  were  gentle- 
men in  that  House  ready  to  go  the  length 
of  asserting  the  right  of  the  Catholics  to 
what  they  now  claimed.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  cheered  the  hon.  gentleman  oa 
that  occasion,  and  he  should  now  prove 
the  existence  of  such  right;  in  the  first 
place,  stating  that  he  had  recommended  ft 
to  the  Catholics  of  the  county  of  Tipperary 
to  ask  what  they  applied  tor  as  a  right, 
but  that  he  cpuld  only  get  them  to  ask  it 
as  a  boon. 

To  prove  that  the  Catholics  had  a  right 
to  what  they  now  aiiked,  he  begged  to 
remind  gentlemen  that  king  James  did 
not  abdicate  his  Irish  throne  at  the  same 
time  that  he  abdicated  hitf  English  throne. 
After  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  the  Irish 
army  retired  to  Limerick,  where  the 
treaty  of  Limerick  was  concluded  between 
them  and  lord  Athlone,  on  the  part  of 
king  William,  in  the  year  1691^  by  whom 
it  was  afterwards  ratified*  By  this  treaty 
it  was  stipulated  that  the  Catholics  and 
the  people  of  Ireland  should  possess  every 
advantage  and  privilege  ev^r  possessed  by 
any  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  sabjeets ;  and, 
shameful  to  teH«  that  sacrtd  treaty 
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broken  through  by  an  act  paised  by  the 
English  parliament  in  the  4th  yetir  of 
the  same  king's  reign,  an  act  n^hich  at 
this  moment  remained  a  record  of  most 
disgracefol  petjary,  to  which,  till  it  was 
Temoved,  the  government  of  this  country 
mast  continue  to  be  parties.  This  was  his 
opinion  as  to  the  rights  of  the  Catholics, 
ftu  opinion  which  must  remain  unchanged, 
ms  he  had  now  little  expectation  of  ever 
learning  the  English  language  better  th^ 
he  already  did. 

Sir  j^re  Cooie  said,  he  would  not  tres- 
pass on  the  time  of  the  House  by  dilating 
on  a  question  in  its  more  general  bear- 
ings, so  much  better  understood  by  many 
persons  in  the  House  than  he  pretended 
to  understand  it ;  but  in  the  Capacity  of  a 
military  man,  he  could  not  forbear  offer- 
ing a  few  observations  on  it,  as  it  was 
connected  with  military  affairs.  He  could 
not  conceire  from  any  thing  with  which 
his  experience  had  made  him  acquainted, 
^hat  there  was  any  danger  in  admitting 
the  Catholics  to  stations  of  rank  and  com- 
mand in  the  army;  their  loyalty  was 
known;  the  proofs  of  it  were  innumera- 
ble :  and  from  them  he  would  select  a  few 
prominent  features  sufficient  in  themselves 
to  do  away  any  jealousy  that  might  be 
felt  with  respect  to  their  views  and  wishes. 
He  recollected,  when  in  the  year  1798, 
the  expedition  sailed  from  Ireland  for  the 
West  Indies,  which  was  commanded  by 
that  skilful  and  gallant  officer  sir  Charles 
Grey,  than  whom  no  man  ever  deserved 
better  of  his  country — a  man,  who  was 
equally  eminent  in  the  field  and  the  ca- 
binet—that officer  had  uniformly  praised 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  troops,  which 
formed  a  considerable  part  of  his  force, 
and  had  attributed  principally  to  their  va- 
lour the  important  conquests  he  had  ef- 
fected ;  now  two-thirds  of  these  Irish  tAU 
diers  were  Catholics.  A  number  of  Irish 
Catholics  also  served  in  Egypt  under 
generals  sir  Ralph  Abercromhy  and  lord 
Hutchinson,  and  most  materially  contri- 
buted to  the  important  successes  which 
had  been  gained  there  ;  they  had  fought 
in  numbers  and  with  their  wonted  gal- 
lantry in  Holland,  and  were  now  fighting 
in  the  peninsulai  When  he  looketl,  then, 
at  the  devoted  seal  with  which  these  peo- 
ple were  ever  r^ady  to  shed  their  blood 
in  defence  of  their  country,  or  for  the 
augmentation  of  her  glory,  he  did  not 
feel  himself  justified  in  voting  against  a 
Committee  which  was  to  inquire  whether 
that  covmtry  coaU  with  safety  confer  on 


them  a  reward  they  had  toiled  so  arduously 
to  obtain.  He  wished  them  to  obtain  every 
privilege  which  could  with  safety  bo 
granted  them,  and  nothing  more ;  and  he 
wished  the  conduct  of  the  legislature  and 
the  government  towards  them  to  be  on  all 
occasions  such  as  would,  by  liberality  on 
the  one  part,  beget  confidence  on  the  othen 
-Sir  Nicholas  CoHhuru,  in  a  maiden 
speech,  said  :— Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  I 
shall  be  excused  from  trespassing  upon 
the  patience  of  the  House,  in  shortly 
stating  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
give  my  vote  in  favour  of  going  tnio  a 
committee.  Every  one  must,  I  think,  be 
aware  that  the  question,  now  offered  to 
be  submitted  to  your  consideration,  is  one 
most  deeply  interesting  to  the  welfare, 
most  important  to  the  interests,  of  Ireland, 
and  consequently  to  those  of  the  empire. 
In  this  point,  at  least,  all  parties  are 
agreed  ;  all  are  aware  of  its  importance^ 
though  they  differ  as  to  its  merits.  Aa 
such,  Sir,  it  justly  challenges  every  con- 
sideration,  every  attention,  which  the  le- 
gislature can  bestow  upon  it ;  that,  what* 
ever  may  be  the  ultimate  decision,  what- 
ever the  result,  it  may  be  one,  which  haa 
been  matured  by  deliberation,  and  cor- 
rected by  inquiry.  It  was  with  this  view 
of  the  suuject,  with  this  impression  of  its 
importance,  and  from  a  laudable  anxiety 
to  fulfil  the  first  duty  of  legislators,  by  an 
ample  investigation  of  the  complaints  of 
their  petitioners,  that  the  late  House  of 
Commons  Entered  into  that  Kesolutioil 
which  is  recorded  on  their  Journals.  With 
this  view,  they  bound  themselves  by  a 
pledge  which,  had  not  their  existence 
been  terminated  by  the  election  of  the 
present  parliament, 'they  would  now  have 
been  called  upon  to  redeem.  That  such 
a  pledffe  is  binding  upon  their  successors; 
certainly  cannot  be  asserted ;  but  I  main* 
tain,  that,  while  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  remain  the  same,  while  the  same 
importance  attaches  itself  to  the  question, 
the  present  House  are  equally  bound  to 
entertain  and  deliberate  upon,  the  mea* 
sure.  I  trust  that  they  will  do  so,  that 
they  will  follow  the  precedent  set  before 
them  by  their  predecessors,  and  show  an 
anxious  disposition  at  least,  to  promote 
that  final  and  conciliatory  adjustment* 
which  every  well-wisher  to  his  country, 
every  one  who  regards  the  unanimity  of 
his  fellow  subjects  as  the  best  safeguard 
of  the  constitution,  must  look  forward  to, 
with  anxiety  and  satisfaction.  I  think  it' 
ta  the  boonden  duty  of  parliament  to  shew 
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that  diipoaititOj  to  bring  tbe  queitUoD  be^ 
fore  tliem  lo  aa  full  and  fair  a  ghape  a9 
possible  ;  aod  not,  by.  refusing  an  inquiry* 
to  pr^udge  what*  strictly  speaking*  tbey 
have  not  beard.  Without  this*  the  true 
tense  of  parliament  never  can  be  ascer* 
tained*  its  opinion  upon  each  particular 
point  and  feature  of  thje  question  will  re* 
main  undeclared*  and  one  sweeping  vote 
will  involve  a  variety  of  questions*  all  re- 
quiring* in  my  opinion*  separate  investi- 
gation and  decision.  I  do  not  think  that 
pertain  resolutions  of  the  Catholics  out  of 
4oors*  ought  to  have  any  influence  on  our 
deliberations.  We  are  not  to  treat  witb 
the  Catholics  as  vrilh  a  body  of  legis- 
lators* but  to  legislate  for  tbem ;  to  see 
what  relief  can  be  granted*  aod  to  be  able 
to  say  to  them*  "  We  have  examined  your 
grievances*  so  and  ^o  we  have  decided*'' 
and  the  decision  will  carry  with  it  thai 
authority  which  it  will  j.ustfy  deserve. 

It  is  said*  Sir,  that  by  consenting  to  go 
into  a  committee*  you  are  raisii^  hopes* 
which  may  not  be  realized,  and  that*  by 
considering*  you  are  expected  to  concede* 
Even  allowing  this  objection*  aurely  it  is 
of  far  greater  consequence,  that  no  im* 
pjession  should  be  suffered  to  remain 
upon  the  breasts  of  any  one  of  your  peti- 
tioners* that  their  case  was  neglected  by 
yon*  ajid  that  no  impntation  should  be 
cast  jipon  ilie  legislature*  of  iinwUUagaess 
io  Jistea  even  to  claims  strongly  urged, 
•mid  strongly  adv^ated*  Ait  rnirely  tbe 
question  of  delibei:ation  And  decision  are 
periectly  distinct*  and  therefore  th^  objec- 
tion is  altQgether  invalid.  I*  ior  cgo^*  to- 
tally disconnect  l^hem*  .and  beg  fully  to 
y>t  undexstood*  as  giving  ^ny  vote  solely 
in  favour  of  the  present  motion*  uncon- 
nected with  any  oiheo  reserving  myself* 
as  to  wbato|>inion  I  may  entertain^  qr 
what  (i^Et  I  may  feel  it  fray  duty  to  take* 
upon  any  ineasnre  h^ieaUer  ;to  be  pro^ 
posed.  By  my  present  vole,  I  am  giving 
no  opinion  npon  the  question*  am  lending 
inyself  lojio.narticular  line  of  .conduct; 
but  merely  auvocat^  that  enquiry  which 
justice*  as  well  as  policy*  demands; 
which*  if  granted*  cannot  be  followed  by 
any  ill  consequences*  but  if  refused*  jnust 
produce  regret  and  disatisfaction* 

Mr.  BAcKaxd  Seri  Z>ms,  (mt mber  for 
SristolJ.— Sir;  it  is  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance I  rise  to  address  the  House  at  any 
tin^*  but  more  especially  on  ^  ^ubj^ct 
which  has  called  iortb*  so  often*  the  abi' 
litv  of  30  many  gentiemtn,  infinitely  move 
xbU  tbaa.mj^jieirto.diMiiBp  this  inportant 


question.^  But  feeling  that  tbia  is  a  qoes* 
tion  of  vital  interest,  and  the  citisens  of 
Bristol  having  expressed  an  almost  onai^i* 
mous  opinion*  by  petitioning  U^  Hooss 
against  the  aaeaaure,  I  feel  that  I  sbookl 
be  acting  an  unmanly  part*  and  that  I 
should  neither  do  justice  to  tbem  nor  tp 
myself*  were  I  to  content  myself  with  giv» 
ing  a  silent  vote  on  this  occasion. 

Sir;  I  cannot  consent  to  going  into  fhs 
proposed  coqimixtee,  until  adjequate  safe- 
^ards  for  the  security  of  the  coostitotion 
and  the  established  religion  shall  be*  not 
only  proposed*  but  accurately  defined; 
aud  until  tbere  is  nearly  ^  moral  certainty 
that  they  will  be  accepteJd  by  the  Eoraan 
Catholics  :  fior  if  jthe  House  should  come 
out  of  this  committee^  witha^t  a  ^aal  ad- 
justment with  the  Catholics*  instead  of 
softening  the  ex.isting  difiereuces*  it  will 
XMily  s^rve  to  embittei'  and  aggravate 
them. 

There  is  another  rj^asoa^  Sir*  wbjr  I  ob- 
ject to  jtiie  motion.  -1  have  perceived  an 
unyielding  and  hostile*  rather  ihao  a  coia- 
ciliating  spirit  both  in  tbe  spieechea  aod 
writingp  pf  the  Bonian  Catholics*  and  there 
is  too  gneat  reason  to  apprehend  that*  if 
they  were  to  be  appeased  by  concessioa 
to  their  claims  a  vast  majority  of  the  Pro- 
testants*  both  in  England  and  Ireland* 
Wjould  be  rendered  di^satisfted  if  not  disaf- 
fected* Wbateyer  of  good  jthis  concession 
Plight  haye,  in  itself,  abstractedly*  which 
is  only  allowed  for  the  sake  .of  argament, 
I  object  to  it  now*  because  this  is  not  the 
fit  .moment  fojr  attempting  to  carry  ^  into 
^fiect^  with  any  rational  prospect  of  aoc- 
iceas.  A  spirit  o  f  alarnuhas  spread  amongjit 
tbe  Protestants  in  every  quarter  of  the 
en^irc^  as  appears  from  the  nameroos 
petitions  qn.the  table  of  ^he  iHonse*  whilst, 
I  lament  to  add*  that  the  intemperaiB 
conduct  of  the  Itoman  Catholics  has  not 
tendad  tp  allay  those  just  jealoosies  aod 
faars, 

Itihas  long  been  evident  to  me*  that  the 
great  ol^ct  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  not 
toleration*  but  political  power.  True  po* 
licy  will  not  allow  political  power  to  be 
conceded  to  them.  Hitherto  every  Ik^esh 
concession  has  engendered  a  neiw  demand. 
Toleration*  which  has  been  well  described 
not  only  as  the  ornaoient  of  the  Protes* 
tant  faiib*  but  iu  aecurity,  tbey  already 
possess ;  where  is  it  more  liberally  en- 
joyed than  in  this  happy  aod  enlightcoed 
country  ?  I  should  sincerely  i^i^oice  if  tbe 
boundaries  of  toleration  couM  be  enlarged 
with  .safety  to  tbe  state  j  Jhnt  tetoanotr  Mt 
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such  an  Attettopt,  put  to  tbe  faastfd  tbto 
gloriouft  fabric  6f  bUr  ProtesOnf^t  comthu" 
tion,  sUch  as  it  has  be^d  handed  down  to 
us  by  our  for^fkrtierft.  The^  being  my 
aentimehu,  I  cannot  g\vt  thy  toie  for 
going  into  the  proposed  conoitttee. 

Sir    JokH    Stnoart,    (mMiber   for   the 
cooDty  of  Tyrone)  said  :-^BIr,  Speaker ; 
in  talcing  this  great  and  most  IntereMing 
•object  into  our  considerattoi^,  I  tnisl  the 
House  will  be  digested  of  all  feelings  but 
those,  which  isound  justice    and  policy 
•hall  dictate,  and  that  It  will  ptirticniarly 
be  jealous  of  all  those  local  and  partial 
•ensations,  which  deep  rooted  prejudices 
may  have  glv^n  strength  to;  or  the  recol- 
lections of  former  samrin^s  may  call  up* 
to  baffle  the  cool  deliberation,  now  so  ne« 
Cessary  for  us  to  cultivate  and  encotfTHge. 
But,  while  we  endeavour  to  overcome  out 
6wn  feelings,  we  must  turn  our  attention 
to  the  feelings  of  those  who  have  peti- 
tioned this  Hou9e ;  that,  by  understand- 
ing the  extent  of  the  danger  apprehended 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  object  required 
on  tbe  other,  this  House,  in  its  sober  judg- 
ment, may  be  better  able  to  supply  some 
remedy,  which  shall  cool  the  heart-burn- 
ings of  a  dbturbetl  and  divided  people, 
and,  at  last,  lay  the  fever,  which  is  weak- 
ening and  destroying  their  civil  constitu- 
tion. 

To  the  most  able  and  efoquertt  speech 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Phimcet)  I 
most  sincerely  give  ita  welKearned  praise. 
He  is  the  first  who  has  pointed  out  to  us 
any  certain  line  of  conduct  which  miffht, 
in  nis  sanguine  mind,  satisfy  both  parties ; 
most  sincerely  do  I  hope  that  the  line 
suggested  by  his  great  and  comprehensive 
mind  could  have  the  eS^<ii  he  looks  for. 
I  subscribe  to  his  reasoning,  and  will  sup- 
port his  Bill,  if  he  will  bring  it  forward  in 
the  shape  he  proposes,  with  those  sore  %nd 
safe  grounda,  which,  in  my  opinhm,  wiTI 
satisfy  the  Protestant  f<Seling8,  and  guard 
against  foreign  influence  in  that  diurch, 
which  has  with  good  cause,  excited  jea- 
lousy in  the  breast  of  those  who  fastve  pe- 
titioned this  House. 

I,  Sir,  have  presented  a  Petition  from  m 
great,  a  populous,  and  a  weaHby  people, 
inhabiting  one  of  the  most  respectable 
coonties  m  Ireland.  Vrom  the  langoai^e 
of  that  Petition  I  take  tny  instruction,  it 
shall  govern  my  conduct  this  night. 
Much,  however,  do  I  fear  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  h«s  spoken,  rather  from  his 
wiihes,  than  from  nis  actual  knowledge,  !f 
he  meant  to  hold  out  a  hope  to  us,  that 
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the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  their  present 
temper,  would  agree  to  aiqr  such  lecuri* 
ties  for  the  preservation  or  the  comtitn* 
tion,  And  our  national  religion,  as  he  haa 
ao|gested.  Most  happy,  indeed,  would 
it  he  for  Ireland  and  the  empire,  if  they 
would  bend  a  little  on  this  subject,  and 
meet  th^  gt^wing  liberality  of  their  Pio- 
testanl  follow  subjects  with  'equal  aince* 
tity,  and  equal  d^re  to  bury,  for  evert 
the  difllerences  which  have  so  long  dia- 
Iracted  itfm  common  land.  Melancholy 
it  is  to  reflect  thai  people,  ao  disposed,  from 
the  finest  foeKngs  of  the  heart ;  people^ 
in  all  other  reap^cta,  ao  admirably  qtaK* 
fied  to  be  an  ornament  to  human  natore, 
should,  in  tbe  subject  of  religion  alofite,  bo 
so  divided  as  to  be  in  reality  two  distinct 
fifemiiies  in  the  same  house ;  jealous  of 
each  other,  and  neither  of  them  disposed 
to  weigh  and  consider  the  real  causes  of . 
that  jealousy,  with  a  view  to  a  final  ad* 
justment.  Mow,  however,  they  have  ap« 
pealed  to  this  House,  as  a  common  friend, 
to  interfere ;  and  I  trust  the  decision,  now 
to  be  made,  wtH  prove  aatisfaciory  and 
final. 

You  have,  therefore,  now  before  yon 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  praying  ao  un- 
qualified repeal  of  all  the  restrictive  sta* 
tutas  vet  in  force  against  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  youhave  the  Protestant 'popu^ 
lation  of  Irnand,  expressing  their  jeaflona 
apprehension  that  such  unquaKfied  reperi 
wouM  be  ruhious  to  their  peace  and  com« 
fort,  dangerous  to  the  constitution,  and  ul'* 
thnately  subversive  of  that  liberty  which 
was,  in  their  hope,  secured  for  us  by  the 
Revolution.  The  difiiculty  to  satisfy  both 
must  strike  every  man  who  heara  me  :•*• 
but  the  dTCBcirfty  increases,  when  we  con* 
sider  the  peculiar  circumstances  Of  Ireland 
as  a  conquered  country ;  frequently,  since 
\ts  conquest,  revi^ted  by  insurrections 
md  reliellions,  wlthti  vi^w  of  repossessing, 
by  force,  property  which,  by  treason,  mi 
been  alienated  :  and  extirpating  the  Eng* 
liah  settlers,  on  thstt  property,  so  con- 
fitcatedc 

Afbr  the  first  conooest  df  that  cornitnr, 
the  policy  of  Englana  was  to  introducotho 
blessings  off  the  Britirti  constitution,  by  the 
force  of  law ;  but  vain  was  the  effbrt, 
their  laws  were  despised  and  neglected. 
They  lay  (to  use  ths  words  of  %  highly 
respected  man,  formerly  an  ornament  to 
this  House)  like  lumps  of  nnrrl  on  a 
barren  moor,  enctraiberingwhat  they  could 
hbt  fertilize. 

Baffled  thus  in -the  hope  of  establishing 
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civil  order  by  law,  king  Jamei  the  Itt 
adopted  a  sorer  mode,  and  planted  a 
colony  of  English  and  Scotch  settlers  in 
ihe  north  of  Ireland,  then  almost  exhausted 
of  inhabitants  by  the  frequent  wars  and 
•rebellions  of  its  chief.  This  colony  oc- 
cupied the  province  of  Ulster.  It  carried 
with  it  the  British  constitution  in  church 
and  state ;  it  introduced  your  laws ;  it 
^migrated  under  the  faith  of  your  charters 
— charters  recognised  by  many  ^cts  of 
the  legislature;  and, under  sucbnaith  and 


Mr.  Oraum'$  MoHanfar  a  Com^iinec      [864 


such  laws,  it  has  grown  to  strength,  and  ]  Protestants  effected    his  object  by  ibst 


distributed  among  his  Ca^olic  foUowen. 
Bat  they  did  not  stop  here ;  for  by  a 
second  act  they  gravely  attainted,  of  bigb 
treason,  aboat  2,$00  Protestant  gentle- 
men ;  some  on  evidence,  as  they  saiJ,aiid 
others  on  common  form.  Thus  jiood  the 
Protestant  colony  at  that  period,  de|>riTed 
of  their  property,  and  attainted  of  treasoo^ 
because  they  were  Protestants.  Tbffi 
acted  the  Catholic  parliament  in  tbe 
zenith  of  its  powers,  when  the  great  de- 
liverer of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tbe 


power,  and  wealth.  They  are  children 
of  your  children :  they  have  the  right  of 
blood  and  the  right  of  law  to  claim  for 
the  continuance  of  that  liberty  and  the 
protection  of  that  religion,  which  your 
ancestors  granted  to  them,  and  on  the 
faith  t>f  which  grants  they  emigrated  from 
their  native  land.  They  are  not  bigots, 
as  has  been  weakly  insinuated  ;  they  are 
B  wise  and  religious  people,  frugal  and 
obedient  to  the  Taw  ;  they  are  a  people 
who '  serve  God  and  honour  the  King.' 

The  grave  and  sober  language  of  their 
petitions   will,  of  course,   have  its  just 
weight  with  the  House.    They  tell  you 
they  feel  alarmed  at  the  unqualified  de* 
mands  of  the  Catholics.    The  recollection 
jof  former  times  is  fresh  in  their  mind  ;  but 
if  it  were  not  so,  or  even  if  they  wished 
to  forget  former  aggressions,  surely  the 
speech  of  an  hon.  general  (Mathew)  this 
night,  is  sufficient  to  revive  these  jealousies, 
not  only  in  the  people  who  have  thus  pe« 
titioned,  but  even  in  those  members  of 
this  House  whom  they  have  sent  to  pro- 
tect their  interests.    For  one,  I  feel  indeed 
greatly  depressed  in  spirit,  and  in  sincere 
hope  of  mutual  forbearance,  when  the  ad- 
vocate of  the  Catholic  question  laments 
the  issue  of  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  in  this 
House,  and    brands  the  government  of 
king  William  with  an  act  of  gross  viola* 
tioD  of  the  articles  of  Limerick.     Will  not 
ioch  language  call  up  the  recollection  of  tb< 
causes,  which  produced  that  memorable 
battle  ?    Will  not  the  Protestanto  of  Ulster 
recollect  the  parliament,  which  king  James 
assembled  in  Dublin,  immediately  before 
that    battle,    consisting    of    above    two 
hundred  Catholics  and  only  six  Protes- 
tants, passing  a  law  to  repeal  the  act  of 
settlement  under  which  the  Protestanu  of 
Ulster  had,  for  half  a  century,  held  their 
lands  and  property?   Will  they  not  recol- 
lect that  parliament  vesting,  by  one  sweep* 
ing  clause,  all  they  had  in  the  world  in 
4hat  tinfortanatA  monarch,  to  be  by  him 


battle,  which  the  bon.  general  deplores 
the  issue  of;  and  thus  these  Protetuoti, 
so  relieved  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  are 
branded,  as  it  were»  by  the  name  d 
Orange-men— >a  name  which  tbey  gioij 
ii^ 9— gratitude  binds  them  to  their  deli- 
verer ;  in  their  hearts  is  engraven  that 
gratitude ;  and  to  deprive  them  of  that 
feeling,  you  must  tear  the  heart  from,  fot 
while  it  beau  in,  their  breasts,  their  gra- 
titude will  live;  and  while  wine  is  to  be 
obtained  in  their  land,  they  will  ofier  tbeir 
daily  libations  to  the  «  immorul  memory 
of  their  glorious  deliverer.'  Impmdeflt, 
therefore,  in  the  extreme,  seems  to  at 
that  language ;  if  it  really  be  the  tenu- 
ment  of  the  Catholic  body,  which  I  tn^ 
it  is  not,  difficult  indeed  will  be  ourtast 
to  satisfy  their  mind ;  and  dangerous  mn 
be  the  experiment. 

The  Protestanu  ask  securities  agtuQit 
the  recurrence  of  such  dangers,  ^^f 
know  and  ifeel  great  danger  from  the  rest- 
less ambition  of  the  Catholic  religion,  vb^ 
ever  it  is  wielded  as  an  engine  of  HJ^.'^  ^ 
power,  or  made  subservient  to  poiitica 
purposes.    This  religion,  differiog  from  all 
others  which  ever  this  earth  knew,  fr^* 
iu  dawn  affected  political  power;  a|^  ^ 
it  grew  in  strength,  divided  the  sllegJao<^ 
of  the  subjecu  of  all  states,  between  tbeir 
legitimate  sovereign  and  the  head  oi  ^"^ 
Romish  church.    It  gained  great  idnpof"^ 
possessions,  and  at  last  assumed  a  title 
the  whole  earth.     Kings  received  tht^ 
kingdoms  from  the  Pope,  and  did  hom»ge 
for  their  lands ;    even   the  British  \^^ 
couched  beneath  the  holy  pastor's  croo^ 
and,  humbled  and  tamed     by  the  ^ 
of  bis  influence,  received  from  *"j     j 
tiff's  hands  the  crown  of  England  ^ 
the  chains  of  Rome^-^hains  which  the  |M^ 
formation  burst  in  England,  hot  wo* 

the  unfortonata  people  of  J****™* JJIJ  L 
with  impatience  to  a  later  day.   The 
formation  in  England  had  alarmed  uie  a^ 
of  Rome ;  and  to  defeat,  u  far  ai  po"*^' ' 
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tbat  great  dbrtof  the  Gm^hh  DAtion,  Ire- 
land was  ever  since  made  tb«  theatre  for 
Ptfpish  influence  to  gall  and  distress  the 
heretical  and  apostate  power  of  Great  Bn- 
tam.  ThtSf  and'  the  circumstance  of  con- 
^oest,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  I 
fake  to  be  thereat  causes  for  the  feelings  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  continuing, 
to  this  day,  more  jealous  and  more  difficult 
to  be  altered  in  that  country^  than  in  any 
ether  country  on  earth. 

I  have  thus  Sir,  endeavoured  to  draw 
yoar  attention  to  the  state  of  things  as 
they  really  are,  that  the  dangers  on  lioth 
•ides  may  be  fairly  estimated.  I  do  not 
aay  they  may  not  be  remedied-— Xrod  for- 
bid I  should  have  so  gloomy  a  view  of  the 
subject,  fiut  I  see  and  feel  more  diffi- 
culty than  many  honourable  members 
aeem  ro»  suspect,  and  most  of  all  I  feel, 
At  this  moment,  the  unbending  disposition 
of  the  Catholic  body;  so  far  from  yielding 
in  any  particulars,  that  they  actually  re- 
tract former  concessions,  and  now  refuse 
to  admit  what,  to  my  knowledge,  they 
were  willing,  three  years  ago,  to  accept 
with  gratitude,  and  did,  therefore,  actually 
publish  their  thanks  to  some  Protestant 
bodies  who  took  into  consideration  the 
Veto,  and  were  willing  to  take  it  as  the 
aecorit}'  they  looked  for,  against  foreign 
influence. 

I  do  not,  however,  despair,  nor  do  I 
wish  to  direct  on  that  body  at  large  the 
violence,  intemperance,  and  hostile  me- 
naces of  thoso  who  somehow  hiive  as- 
sumed the  conduct  of  their  cause,  and  in 
parliamentary  parade  and  state  have  aa- 
•samed  the  political  government  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland. 

I  therefore  am  ready  to  g6  directly  into 
the  consideration  of  any  deBned  proposal 
for  thvir  relief;  and  this  mode  1  would 
prefer  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hou^e, 
as  proposed  by  the  highly  respectable 
character  who  introduced  the  question — a 
character  whom  every  Irishman  regards, 
and  every  Englishman  must  admire-^ 
whose  seal  and  unwearied  industry,  in  the 
service  of  his  native  Gountry>  we  must  all 
acknowledge  with  gratitude,  But  when 
even  he,  after  twelve  yCiirs  attention  to 
this  suliject,  has  been  unable  to  produce 
any  specific  plan,  any  tangible  proposition, 
1  feel  that  our  researches  will  be  vain  in 
^  committee  into  which  we  enter  without 
a  direct  object,  and  it  will  turn  out,  like 
the  proceedings  of  the  debating  societies, 
I  have  before  alluded  to— -all  declamation 
ao  grievances  either  real  or  iaiaginary^  in* 
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flamHig  p«tsaionB  and  baffing  Veasons} 
rahifYig  difficulties  and  ftet  applying  reme- 
dies. I  therefore,  on  the  whole,  p^efefr 
the  mode  pointed  out  by  my  learned 
friend,  to  introduce  a  Bill  at  once  ataitn^ 
the  points  in  which  it  might  be  prudent  td 
yield,  and  stating  the  securities  which  \htf 
ofkt  fox  the  preservation  of  our  ancient 
and  glorioas  constitution  in  church  and 
state. 

Mr.  James  Dafy  .-*t-Sir,  I  beg  pardon  of 
the  House  for  ofleringmyaelf  to  its  notice* 
at  a  moment  when  it  is  naturally  in  expec* 
tation  of  the  rising  of  some  person,  every 
way  more  entitled  to  its  attention.  I 
trust  however  that  the  extreme  importance 
of  the  subject  will  plead  my  excuse.  If  I 
could  be  induced  to  believe,  with  the  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  floor,  (Mr.  Banket)  that 
there  could  be  no  other  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Protestant  and  Catholic,  tbati 
between  God  and  Belial,  I  would  instantly 
espouse  his  side  of  the  question  and 
anxiously  oppose  the  motion  of  my  right 
hon.  friend ;  but,  convinced,  by  experi^ 
ence,  that  the  contrary  is  the  fact,  and 
knowing  that  the  utmost  harmony  and 
cordiality  not  only  can,  but  actually  doek 
exist,  between  these  two  descriptions  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  I  feel  myself  impe- 
ratively called  on  to  support  an}'  measure 
which  may  procure,  for  the  Catholics, 
those  privileges,  which,  I  must  contend, 
are  the  natural  rights  of  all  subjects,  borh 
under  the  British  constitution ;  rights 
which  may  indeed  be  withheld,  but  not 
except  on  very  strong  and  urgent  ground! 
And  what.  Sir,  is  the  motion  of  my  right 
honourable  friend  f  Does  it  pledge  the 
House,  at  once,  to  say  that  there  are  no 
such  strong  and  weighty  objections  ?  Nd, 
Sir ;  it  merely  asks  this  House  to  go  tntd 
committee  to  consider  whether  (here  be 
any  such  objections  or  not.  And  he  asks 
this  in  the  name  of  above  three  millions  of 
persons  of  whose  courage  and  loyalty  you 
have  almost  daily  proofs.  And  what 
are  the  reasons  urged  against  gditig  into 
this  committee  f  The  danger  apprehended 
frbm  the  Pope,  and  the  disinclination 
of  the  Protestants.  The  danger  of  the 
Pope  is  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  a 
aeries  of  pamphlets,  to  discuss  which  I 
shall  not  now  trouble  the  House^  but  I  re- 
member that  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Yorke),  who  seems  sd  very  much 
afraid  of  him,  told  us,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  that  we  were  at  this  moment  under 
sentence  of  escummonication  by   hinif 
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which  he  said  he  believed  fcvr  knew. 
This  ignorance  of  owr  being  under  the 
most  serious  sentence  of  the  papal  power, 
I  cannot  bat  consider  as  a  strong  argument 
that  that  power  is  not  so  tery  formidable 
as  the  opposers  of  ibis  notion  represent  it 
to  be.  £ut^  Sir»  it  is  intended  that,  by 
Agreeing  to  this  motion,  you  may  perhaps 
conciliate  the  Catholic,  but  you  will  there- 
by alienate  the  Protestant.  I  will  not 
take  upon  myself  to  say  what  may  be  the 
Protestant  feeling,  in  England^  farther 
than  that  very  few  of  the  counties  and  po* 
pulous  towns  have  come  forward,  if  they 
are  really  very  anxious  on  this  subject. 
As  to  Ireland,  I  will  venture  to  assert  that 
the  voice  of  the  Protestant  is  in  favour  of 
the  Catholic ;  I  assert  this  fcom  experience 
and  also  from  the  Petitions  on  your  table ; 
for  not  above  three  or  four  request  that  the 
Catholics  may  not  get  any  thing  more. 
The  rest  demand  securities  ibr  the  Protes- 
tant constitution,  should  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  concede  their  wishesto  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  thereby  admitting  that,  with  se- 
curities, they  are  entitled  to  the  prayer  of 
their  petition. 

I,  Sir,  also  expect  secnrities;  not  how- 
ever the  Veto  nor  any  security  of  that  sort, 
but  those  which  arise  from  the  increasing 
.wealth  of  the  Catholic,  his  increasing  pro- 
|>erty,  and  his  increasing  attachment  to 
the  constitution,  arising  from  the  feelings 
of  the  increased  happiness  and  comfort  he 
enjoys  under  it.  These,  Sir,  are  the  secu- 
rities I  seek  for,  and  conceiving  them  best 
attained  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  my 
right  hon.  friends  1  shall  give  it  my  cor- 
dial support. 

Mr.  tViiUam  FiixgeraU  said,  that  the 
JSouse  had  beard  from  the  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet who  had  addressed  them  last  but  one, 
jihe  character  of  the  4>etitiooers,  whose 
claims  they  were  called  on  to  consider. 
To  the  testimony  of  that  right  boo.  i>a- 
ronet,  he  was  willing  to  add  any  weight 
which  his  opinion  might  carry  with  it. 
He  should  not,  perhaps,  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  have  addressed  the. House; 
but,  entertaining  the  opinions  he  did  on  this 
f  object,  and  standing,  as  be  did,  in  a  pub- 
lic situation,  he  conceived  himself  bound 
to  state  the  grounds  on  which  he  intended 
to  give  his  vote  that  eveninjj.  In  giving 
that  vote,  he  would  be  a  traitor  to  his  own 
feelings,  a  traitor  to  the  cause  which  he 
aupportod,  and  a  traitor  to  his  coontry,  if 
be  gave  to  the  seotioients  of  any  man  a 
greater  degree  of  importance  than  they  in- 
Ujuj^ically  deiervedt  abstracted  frooi  every 
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personal  consideration.  He  felt  in  €>pposi- 
tion  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.gentie* 
man  last  night,  that  it  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance toat  the  question  had  been  left,  st 
the  conclusion  of  the  last  session  of  the  last 
parliament,  as  it  had  been.  By  thia  mearn 
it  permitted  gentlemen,    who  were   f^ 
vourable  to  the  Catholic  Claims;   tore- 
main  in  connection  with  thoae  to  when 
they  were,  by  their  public  datiea,  as  well 
as  by  their  private  feelings,  attached.— 
Such  a  moderate  course  of  proceeding  he 
hoped  would  produce,  either  od  that  night, 
or  on  any  future  night,  when  the  qnestioo 
should  be  decided,  a  fortunate  result  to  the 
motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.   It  wu 
fortonato  that  they  did  not  come  to  it  as  a 
party  question ;  it  was  fortunate  that  they 
did  not  come  to  it  as  a  question,  the  deciatoa 
of  which  would  bring  triumph  to  one  party 
or  to  another ;  but  as  a  question  deeply  im- 
teresting  to  the  general  welfare  of  tbe  em* 
pire.    Fortonately  it  had  been  treated  in 
this  manner — for  if  it  had  been  introduced 
in  any  other#  such  an  introduction  most 
have  tended  to  its  defeat.     The  right  hon. 
baronet  (sir  John  Stewart)  had  obeerred, 
that  he  coincided  in  all  that  (ell  from  tbe 
right  hon.  mover,  and  had  entered  into  sa 
warm  a  description  of  his  Catholic-  coon* 
trymen,  as  he  (Mr.  Fitzgerald)  could  ooc 
help  considering  as  a  prelude  to  his  appro- 
bation of  the  present  motion.    But,  with  a 
degree  of  inconsistency,  which  he  never 
before  witnessed  in  parliament,  that  right 
hon.  baronet  had  called  the  House  back 
to  the  proicripttoo  of  the  Catholic  parlia* 
ment  of  Ireland.    The  right  hon.  baronet 
had  called  the  House  back  to  those  acta 
which  he  (Mr.  Fitzgerald)  did  not  wish  to 
bring  to  their  remembrance.     Bat,  the- 
right  hon.  baronet  should  have  recollected, 
that  they  were  not  asked  to  decide  on  ihe 
coodnct  of  the  Catholics  of  that  day.— Be 
differed  from  an  bon.  general  (Matbew) 
who  had  spoken  of  the  Koman  Catholics 
as  having  faithfully  and  loyally  adhered 
to  king  James,  and  )^ing  absolved  from 
any  blame  in  so  doing.    He  neither  re- 
gretted the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  nor  la- 
mented over  the  Revolution ;  but  atill  ha 
thought  that  tbe  claims  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics should  not  be  neglected ;  when  be 
saw,  that  a  conscientious  spirit,  however 
mistaken,  bound  them  to  the  throne  of 
James,  although  he  might  lameat   the 
course  which  they  had  pursued,  still  hi 
would  never  agree  in  the  proposition,  thai 
the  manes  of  tbe  acts  passed  by  the  Caiho* 
lie  parliameat  of  Iceland,  won  tobeconjnr* 
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ed  up  to  deter  that  Honte  from  ^ranting 
Goncesnon  at  the  present  time.— Tiie  right 
faon.  baronet  had  suted,  that  they  knew 


not  with  whom  they  were  to  treat ;   they  <  Vere  caHed    on  to    decide.      However 


were  ignorant  of  any  party  with  whom 
they  were  to  negociate.    He  (Mr.  Fiisge* 
raid)  wanted  neither  to  treat  nor  to  nego* 
ciate ;  such  a  proceeding  was  not  compa- 
tible with  the  doty^  the  honoar,  the  dig- 
nity of   parliament.      For  he  perfectly 
agreed  in  those  sentiments  which  fell  from 
the  right  hon.  mover  last  night,  that  it 
was  for  parliament  to  legislate ;    and,  if 
concession  were  called  for,  it  was  for  par- 
liament to  state  the  terms.— He  would  not 
go  into  the  varioas  questions  introduced 
by  difierent  members  in  the  course  of  the 
debate ;  it  was  enough  for  him  distinctly 
to  observe,  that,  in  voting  ibr  goins  into  a 
committee,  he  did  not  bind  himself  to  any 
thing  which  might  afterwards  be  proposed 
•^bot  he  would  enter  that    committee, 
anxious   to   promote    such   measures  as 
might  tend  to  general  harmony ;  anxious 
to  grant  to  the  Roman  Catholics  all  that 
they  could  fairly  demand ;    and  no  less 
anxious  to  preserve  the  Protestant  Church, 
unimpaired,  in  all  its  sanctity  and  all  its 
splendour.       The    right    hon.    baronet 
•aid  t|iat  he  appeared  on  the  part  of  those 
who «'  feared  God,  and  honoured  the  King  !* 
Was  the  right  hon.  baronet  then  to  be  tm- 
derstood  as  meaning,  that  those  who  were 
liriendly  to  the  Catholic  Claims  did  not 
fear  God,  or  did  not  honour  the  King  ?— 
Surely  they  were  equally  attached  to  the 
constitution  as  those  who  formed  a  diflferent 
opinion  on  this  subject    The  right  hon. 
baronet  ^ad  designated  the  Protestants  of 
the  north  of  Ireland,  a  part  of  whom  he 
represented,  as  a  loyal  and  Ikithfbl  race ; 
the  sons  of  their  sons,  the  descendants  of 
Englishmen.     Did  the  right  hon.  baronet 
mean  to  say,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
that  part  of  the   country  were  other- 
.wise?    The  Protestants  of  that  country 
might  be  the  sons  of  their  sons,  but  they 
ought  to  recollect  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics were  their  brothers.     The  vote 
which  he  meant  to  give,  wu  not  forced 
from    him    by  any   particular    circum- 
stances, that  vote  he  would  give  whether 
ID  office  or  out  of  office  ;  without  any  refe- 
rence whatever  to  political   connection. 
The  recent  conduct  of  the  Catholics  had 
repeatedly  been  alluded  to,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.    Whatever  that  conduct 
had  been,  and  part  of  it,  he  admitted,  was 
presonptoous  and  overbearin|^,  the  ffene- 
ral  body  had  been  severely  visited  i>r  it. 


since  that  fact  had  been  made  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  against  their  claims. 
But  still  that  wae  not  the  cause  which  they 


improperly  individuals  might  have  de«  ' 
meaned  themselves,  that  conduct  formed 
no  reason  for  condemning  the  whole  Ca- 
tholic body ;  still  less  was  it  an  argument 
for  decision  against  the  Catholic  Claims.-* 
Should  those  claims  be  submitted  to  a 
committee,  the  fir»t  thing  that  committee 
would  have  to  connder  would  be  what'ar- 
rangement  could  be  made,  without  trench* 
ing  on  their  religious  rrg hi s*— without  iak« 
pairing  the  dignity  of  the  Catholic  Churcit 
*-at  the  sAne  time  afibrding  full  security 
to  our  Protestant  establishments.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  expressed  himself 
particularly  favourable  to  domestic  nomi- 
nation ;  as  preventing  foreign  intercourse 
and  foreign  influence;  that  intercourse 
with  the  See  of  Rome,  which  even  Catholic 
monarchs  considered  a  high  misdemeanour 
in  their  subjects.  The  greatest  secoritiTf 
he  conceived,  which  the  Protestant  estab- 
lishment could  have,  was  to  be  found  in 
attaching  the  Catholics  to  the  constitution 
under  which  they  lived— by  exciting  their 
interests,  their  feelings,  tneir  pride,  and 
their  passions,  to  its  support.  Whether  to 
assist  in  such  a  work,  their  clergy  should 
receive  regular  stipends  from  the  govern- 
ment, or  be  soppKorted  by  a  grant  from 
parliament,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to 
say :  but,,  of  this  he  was  sure,  that  means 
of  conciliation  might  be  devised^  which 
would  be  sufficient  to  remove  every  griev- 
ance;  and,  therefore,  he  would  vote  for  m 
committee,  in  which  those  means  might 
be  maturely  weighed  and  considered. 

Mr.  Edward  Proiheroe,  in  a  maidea 
speech,  said : 

Sir;  considermg  the  deservedly  hisrh 
authority,,  in  this  House,  of  the  right 
hon.  mover  of  the  Resolution,  in  the 
last  parliament,  with  which  our  com- 
pliance is  now  demanded  ;  considering,  too^ 
that  this  Resolution  was  adopted  by  a  for* 
mer  House  of  Commons ;  I  feel  that  it 
would  ill  become  the  humble  individual 
who  has  now  the  honour  of  addressing  you, 
to  question  its  political  wisdom  or  consti- 
tutional propriety  ;  yet  I  cannot  but  re* 
joice  that  as  a  member  of  the  new  legisla- 
ture, I  approach  the  discouion  ol  thia 
important  question  with  a  judgment  un« 
shackled  by  any  pledge  whatever.  My 
hon.  colleague  (Mr.  Richard  Hart  Davis) 
hae  truly  md,  thai  his  stntintnts  are  saoo* 
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tigi^ed  by  the  great  ^qdy  of  our  ooDstiiu,- 
ei^s ;  yf  t,  decide^  m  aretheU;  ioatructiioDS* 
I  shall  follow  theni  90  far  only  as  they  are 
conaUtent  with  the  dictates  of  my  awa 
GQQicience. 

TbB  right    hoiv  gentlem^o.  who  now 
ucges  to  redjeem  the  pledge  of, the  last 
parliameut,  has  cohtenfced   himself  with 
gtving  an  eloquent  and  general  detail  of 
tlie  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  in- 
vestigation and  full  discussion  of  this  sub- 
jf^ct>  in  a  Qommittee  of  the  whole  House, 
^ow,  Sirj  I  frankly  confess  that,  in  a  ques-. 
tipn  of  this  nature,  I  see  no  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  that  mode  oCenquiry^  which 
is,  peculiarly  suited  to  such  cases  as  the 
Orders  in  Council,  where  the  production 
of  evidence  might  throw  additional  light 
op.  the  subject  under  consideration;    but. 
What. evidence  could  assist  us  in  weighing 
the  scruples  of  conscience,  or  the  {ee lings 
of  loyalty  ?   In  ascertaining  constitutipnal 
rights,  or  balancing  political  expedience  ? 
Our  present  debate  may  afford  a  fair  sp&> 
cmetk  of  the  proceediags  of  such  a  gom-« 
n^ittee,  and  of  the  dissonance  which  must 
prevail  thej^e.    We  hear  the  right  hoa. 
apd  leaiined    geatleman  (Mr.  rlunket), 
whose  speech  has  met  with  such  deserved 
applause,  candidly  admit  the  necessity^  of 
providing  some  safeguard  against  the  itau 
ger,  which  must  arise,  from  the  exercise 
o^  foreign  influence;  yet  he  does  not  pro- 
fy$s  to  be  prepared  with,  any  deiiniUKe 
proppsition,  satisfactory  to  tb&  Catholips 
c^  to  himself    The  hon.  baronet  (Sir  J. 
C«  Hipplsley],  who  has  bestowed  so  much 
a^tten^on  op  the  subject^  has  indeed  ma- 
t^^ed  his  pj^ns,  but  requires  a,8pecial,  comr 
mittee  to  take  them   into  <;onsideratioa« 
The  hon.  general  (Mathew),  on.  the  other 
band,  boldly  avows  that  the  Catholics  ^ill 
not,  ought  not  to  be  satisfied,  unless  their 
qlaio^s  are  conceded,  without  any  i^estraiot 
<^  rqstrictioi)  whatsoever. 

Stir,  I  demand,  before  we  descend,  for 
the  anke  qi  conciliatiop».one  sUp  from  the 
l)igh  ground  of  the  constitcttion«  that  we 
should  ppt  on]y  baie*  before  un,  the  ap* 
pearapce  of  a  corciial  dispofition,  on  the 
part  of  the  Catholics^  to  approximation  in 
ipyalty  andobafity*  but.thatrtbe  heafiaoC 
that  church  should  give  proof  of  their  sin^ 
cerity  and  moderation,,  by  U^e  tender  ef; 
every  concession  and  every  pledge  coO" 
ajstent  with  their  fftith  and  conscience..  Is 
this,  Sir^the  spirit,  that  we  witness?  On. 
thecontrAry^  bave  not  their  most  seaJoot 
ffi^nd^  who  hav0  been  striving  to  render 
^la  PPpiolFx  by  <)fi«riAg  plages,  of  loy- 
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alty,  received  in^  their  turn  voihiuif^  bnl 
obJoq^uy  '  apd  disavowal  I  May  w«  not 
still  recQgnizej  in  the  l^ugbty  lone  which 
thus  rejects  aU  compromise,  the  spirit  of 
the  Smfus  Semiorum,  trampling  on  ike 
nock  of  kipigs.!^  With  such  experience^ 
few  sepaju^ra  will  bereaAer  have  the  hardi- 
hood to.  become  sponsors  for  tboee  whe 
refuse  '*  to  ra,tify  and  confirm  all  thai  has 
been  promised  and  vowed  in  their  nameiL'' 

These  Protestant  advocates  of  ibe  Cap 
tholic  cause  now  take  tbeic  groand  with 
greater  circumspection.  Unable  to  cea- 
ceal  the  intolerant  spirit  and  dangevooa 
tenets  of  the  church  of  Rome,  recorded  ia 
the  page  of  history,  they  aiver  ihsfH  nodem 
Catholics  have  renounced  these  doctrinef* 
and  triumphantly  produce  their  proof,  ia 
answer  to  certain  queries  propbacd  10  fd^ 
reign  universjities.  Need:  I  reply  thai 
every  true  Catholic  ac.kopwledgea  the  an* 
thority  of.  a  general  coppciU  daly  held 
under  tb^  sover^go  pontiff,  to  ba  inlialliWe» 
aad  submits,  biscon^ci^pce  impliciUy  te  ita 
decrees;  whereas  be  knows  of  no  watk 
authority,  in  his  cbqrcb,  aa  thati  of  an  oai- 
versity  I'  I  cannot  but  obserice  too»  thai 
not  one  of  these  univeivities  iptimatee  that 
the  belief  oC  the  Catholic  cbarch  is,  ta  the 
slightest  deffree»  changed  or  capable  eC 
change;  and.  though  they  disavow  ccrteia 
doctripes  to  be  those  of  their  cbnrch«  they 
dp  not  deny  that  she  relaina  every  article 
of  the  fai^h,.  which  she  professed,  wbeo  the 
horrors  of  i|  bigotted  persecution  |h»* 
seated,  to  this  cottntry»  its  praotical  illas- 
tf^ion. 

I  will  not  qow  enter  oq  the  qaeatien» 
whether  any  of  those  tenett»  in  limet  of 
greater  peril  to  the  constitution,  rendered 
necessary  theexolusion  of  their  profoaaoi^ 
from  the  full  benefits  of  religioua  lolera* 
tion,  or  justified,  the  pepal  lawa  wliich» 
under  happier  auspicesb  have  been  efiaoed 
from  our  statute  books*  I  rejoice,  Sk, 
tb^tnolimita  are  now  placed*  aorneed  ba 
placed^  to  the  epjoymmit  of  religioos4ole» 
ratiopi  If  there  remain  one  vestige  of  a 
penal  statute,  iofrioging  the  fioae  eserciss 
of  religiops  worship,  according*  to  the  dio> 
tatea  of.  ei^ry  maofs  oonsciencei  let  ii  be 
wiped.ajway  as,a  disgrace  to  q«n religioiia 
charter  I' 

But  surely  I  need  not  remind  thainteUU 
gf>nt  legialaior  tbatreligiooa  liberty  is  eae 
thing».  and.  political  priviilege  anoiber; 
that  a  slate  of  political  society  implieethe 
existence  of  veitraiotfr  for  tbe  gensiai 
good.;  and  that  it  is  for  the sapaaeaa  ae* 
thority^  ia  e?  ery  stal^  to  jodge  anddele^* 
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mine  to  wbat^  pefsooA  f9W»x  weA  •ftoft  cto 
oioti  aafdy  be  eaimMd*    If  the  legtslii* 
ture  deem  it  prudent  to  prescribe  kUbsX  oI 
afiiscllon  to  the  goverjimeiit,a»aqttalifica- 
tioo  for  atLniasioB  to  office*.  sUrelv  thia  is 
no    iafraction    of    palitieal    righta!     If 
ti>«ra    exiaia    a    natiooal    eslabliftliiiient 
of  religion*  aoited  with  the  ci? ii  govern* 
ment,    and  iocorporated    in  tbc   codUh 
totion    of   the  couoirv«  is*  it  not  nai»r 
val  that  this  test  shoaJd  be  extended  to  a 
proof  of  attacbmeal  to  tlie  whole  constitu*- 
tion  ?  AboYe  all«  eontd  it  be.  reasonably 
•xpected   tba^  any    government   should 
i|daiti»  ttt  places  of  tbfl  highest  trosi  and 
authority,  thoae*.  wl^Mie  principles  are 
kaown  lo.  be  adverse  to  a  pasi  of  the  cen- 
atiiutioo*  and  whose  faith  nwist  lead  them  to 
Wi9h  for  its  subveraioa?  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
whose  judgment  wiU  be  allowed  not  lo 
have  been  warped  by  any  religiouapartiaU 
Uiea*  expresses  a  decided  opiaion*  that  '^  no 
nma  ought  to  be  trusted  wah  angr  share  ef 
power  Qoder  a  goveromeoi,  who  mnst^  to 
^1  can^iatentiLy  wJik  himself*  endteavouv 
Uie  destra€lio»eC  that  very  gavoaiinent'^ 
I  admit  of  tlie  inesiiaiable  bleasings.  of 
pence  mkI  concofd  ia  the  country «»«bttt 
let  ns  bowase  of  sacrificing  the^  solid  ad- 
vantage of  onion  in. our  eenncils*  for.  the 
yiuspry  temptation  oC  a  general  compre* 
bension.    I  see  nothing  to  be  coveted  in 
thai  **  false  peace/'  which   lord  Bacon 
deacribati  as ''  pieced  uaunon  a  direct  ad- 
miasioB  cfconliiaries  in  ninoamental  poinlf > 
where  troth  and  falshdod  are  like  the  iron 
and  clay  in  the  toes  of  Nebacbadnaaaar's 
image;  they  maj  deave^  bat  they  will 
BQ(  incorpoiate/'    Lai  me  appeal  to  the 
sealmepts  and  condool  of  a.  Catholic  peen 
When  the  Tea  Iaw  was  introdnced  into 
the  House  of  JU>rd«*  lord  Bristol  candidly 
avowcsd  that,  "as.  a.friibftd  member  of  a 
Froiestant  parliament* hia  advioeprodene 
tially  wienv  willi  \h».  main  scope  of  the 
bill»    though,.''  aaa  Caifaolic  of  the  church 
of  Bomoy  his  conscicAce  obliged  him  to 
giae  his  ne^ve  to.  it.''*    Here  we  see 
the  conflicUng*  and  irseconcilable  princi* 
ple^i  smd  ohMTve  ths*  the   dtoty  of  the 
Statesman  yields  to  thai  of  the  chnrcbman. 
What  have  we  then  to.  expect  from  lem 
honourable  minds,  than  thai  of  thil  distin** 
goished  noblemMi ! 

I  haee  heard.  Sir,  and  I  am  sorry  to  si^, 
wiihittj  tliese  walis^  the  most  iulmh,  the 
most  ilhbeml  ceosoiiw:  cast  on  tbe  clergy 
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of  the  ettablisbed  ehordi,  far  taking  a 
shave* in  wlial  is  called^  merely  political 
dtscossion.  What,  Sir!  al^er  passing  an 
act  of  politic|i  exchisioDy  net  very  con- 
sistent with  the  doctrine  of  universal  righl 
to  office  ;  after  incapacitating  every  indi* 
vidual  of  the  clerical  body  from  the  possi* 
bility  of  addressing  you  in  this  Boose, 
will  you  debar  them  from  the  privilege  of 
humbly  petitioning  yeir  in  favour  of  that 
venerable  establish locnt,  to  whose  interesis 
ihey  are  boood  by  every  tie  of  duty,  as 
well  as  afiection  I  1  deny.  Sir,  that  they 
have  come*  forward  with  a  spirit  of  bigotry 
or  iotelerancc  ;  very  differeat  is  the  mild 
cbaracter  of  the  church  of  Euglandk 
**  Learning  has  a  lovely  daughter,  and 
her  name  is  Moderation/'  And  the  ad* 
dresses  fiwm  the  clergy,  lying  on  that 
table,  are  imbued  with  that  genuine  spirit 
of  Christian  charity,  which  improves  and 
adorns  society.  It  is,  then,  as  a  lever  of. 
toleration,  as  a  warm  fiiend  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  that  I  plead  for  the  main* 
tenanceof  Protestant  ascendancy. 

The  right  hon«  mover  diaavowji  any  'in« 
tention  ef  interfering  with  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  or  the  Act  of  ^ttieraent.  He  wilt 
recognineiaiid  re-enact  the  security  of  the 
Protestant  succession  Ui  the  throne  ;  bot^ 
let  me  ask  the  right  hon*  gentleman,  opon 
whaa  principle  he  fixes  the  limit  of  Ca* 
tholic  rights,  aad>aays,  **  thosfar  s&all  yon 
go,  but  no.  farther/^  Wiih  what  ar^u* 
ments  will  he  combat  the  next  petiuon 
from  the  Soman  Catholics,  when  he  has 
previonsly  conceded,  nay  advocated  ita 
principle  \ 

I  have  considered  the  subject  of  the  Ca* 
tholic  claims,  as  it  afiects  the  general  in* 
temst84>f  the  empire.  I  shall  not  presoine 
to  touch  on  the  peculiar  situation  of  Ire* 
land,  though  I  think  much  might  be  said 
on  the  causes  oii  the  irritation,  which  jras 
been  excited,  in  that  oountry ;  but  1  leave 
this  sobjeot  la  those  wiio  are  acquainted; 
iirom  persoiml  observation,  with  her  W4ahes» 
her  wants,  and  her  interests.  I  shall  now 
conclude^  Sir,  with  reminding  the  House 
of  one  of  the  queries  of  her  sagacious  and 
patriotic  prelate,  "  Whether  thoie  oten 
who  move  the  comer  stones  of  a  constito* 
tioni  may  not  pall  an  old  house  on>  their 
own  heads  V* 

Mr.  AMord  Wise  addressed  the  House 
in  a  maiaen  speech,  as,  followa : — 

Mr.  Sneaker ;  considering  the  question 
now>  before  the  House,  aa  a  question  of 
the  graaleet  ]mpenaniDt>  I  have  listenet^ 
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with  proportionate  attentiooj  to  the  dif- 
ferent opinions^  which  have  been  so  elo* 
quently  delivered,  during  the  discussion  of 
it;  and  I  shall  now  trespass  upon  the 
House  for  a  few  minutes,  not  because  I  am 

gresumptnous  enough  to  suppose  that  lean 
ave  any  ciatm  to  their  favour,  but  be- 
cause I  do  sincerely  believe  that,  from 
that  class  of  society,  the  country  gentle- 
men, may  best  be  earned  the  sentiments 
of  those  amon^  whom  they  reside. 

The  Resolution,  Sir,  of  the  last  parlia- 
ment, that  the  House  would,  early  m  the 
next  session,  take  into  its  most  serious 
consideration  the  laws  affecting  his  Ma- 
jesty's Roman  Catholic  subjects,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  such 
final  aind  conciliatory  adjustment  as  might 
be  conducive  to  the  peace  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  stability  to  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment, and  the  general  satisfaction  and 
concord  of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, naturally  created  much  interest  inall 
classes  of  society ;  much  interest.  Sir,  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  were  accustomed 
lo  look  up  to  this  House,  with  that  respect, 
whfch  is,  and  I  trust,  ever  will  be  due  to 
the  legislative  body  of  a  great  and  inde- 
pendent country— amongst  those.  Sir,  I 
must  include  myself;  not  then,  in  the 
proud  situation  1  now  hold  ;  and,  since  re- 
turned to  parliament  through  the  appro- 
bation of  honourable  men,  free  from  ex- 
pence  and  unclogged  bv  promises. 

Having,  Sir,  said  thus  mucb^  I  beg 
humbly  to  state  to  the  House,  that,  from 
▼ery  particular  observation,  I  aal  inclined 
to  believe  that  the  Protestant  population 
of  England  is  not  unfriendly  to  a  doe  and 
fair  consideration  of  the  claims  of  their 
Roman  Catholic  brethren;  and  I  shall, 
this  night,  very  sincerely  give  my  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  right  lion,  mover,  be« 
cause  I  think  that  the  Catholic  comm onion 
is  now  divested  of  many  of  those  tenets, 
which  have  been,  hitherto,  considered 
dangerous  and  unconstitutional ;  because 
I  think  the  parliament  is  pledged  to  pursue 
its  own  resolutions,  and  because  I  firmly 
believe  that  a  Protestant  parliament  can, 
now  is,  and  always  will  be  able,  so  to  le- 
gislate, that  the  Protestant  establishment 
pay  remain  pore  and  strictly  secure,  both 
in  church  and  state  ;  and,  considering 
that,  by  the  vote  for  going  into  the  com- 
mittee I  do  not  pledge  myself  to  any  fu- 
ture act,  and  that  I  reserve  to  myself  full 
and  ample  power  to  object  to  any  resolu- 
tion of  that  committee,  which  I  may  even 
inspect  of  a  tendency  to  weaken  or  cripple 
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the  power  of  thai  constitution,  which  has 
so  long  protected  oar  lawsi  our  liberty, 
and  our  land. 

Sir  Predmck  FZtN>c{.-»-Mr.  Speaker ;  tke 
best  apology  I  can  make  to  this  Hoase, 
for  rising  at  tbis  very  late  hour,  is  to  as- 
sure them  I  shall  be  very  short.  Ba^  on 
a  question  so  deeply  important  ma  the  pre- 
8ent>  which,  whilst  it  involves  the  i^eneni 
interests  of  the  empire,  affects^  in  a  peco- 
liar  manner,  millions  of  the  coontry  to 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong  ;  I  owe 
it  to  myself,  and  to  my  nomeroos  consti- 
tuents (many  tboosande  of  all  religiov 
persuasions),  to  explain  my  reasoiii  ibr 
voting  to  go  into  a  committee. 

I  lay  it  down.  Sir,  as  a  maxim  that  titt 
blessings  of  our  free  and  glorioas  con- 
stitution ought  to  be  diffused  as  widely, 
as  is  compatible  with  the  safety  of  the 
constitution. 

Another  incontrovertible  prbpoeition, 
very  material  to  the  question,  is,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Catholic  religioa  natu- 
rally hostile  to  the  censtitation  nnder 
which  we  live.  They  ever  were  friends 
to  monarchy.  In  the  bosom  of  the  Bo- 
man  Catholic  religion,  the  Engliah  consti- 
tution received  its  birth,  and  Catholics 
rocked  its  cradle.  They  obtained  Magna 
Cbartfi— founded  our  universities;  and  let 
us  proceed  to  Ronneymede,  and,  on  that 
hallowed  spot,  inquire  whether  Catholics 
are  hostile  to  the  liberties  and  chartered 
rights  of  England.  Let  those  who  say 
that  the  Catholic  church  is  inimical  to 
our  freedom,  refer  to  the  reisn  of  Henry 
3,  and  see  all  the  Catholic  bishops  and  al^ 
bots  assembled,  and  afler  reading  the 
great  charter,  with  solemn  cerenionies 
and  tremendous  denunciation^  pasnog 
sentence  of  excommunication  against 
every  person  who  should  violate  it.  It 
was  Catholicfl  that  fonnded  the  Hooee  of 
Commons  of  England,  in  which  we  sit  tbis 
nigbtt  discussing  the  proprietv  of  grant* 
ing  them  a  participation  in  toe  comltlo^ 
tioo.  Common  dangers  thonld  be  re* 
pelled.  by  united  e£R>rts. 

YoUf  Mr.  Speaker,  have  twice  reaA 
from  your  chair,  solemnly,  and,  I  trust, 
impressively,  the  last  will  and  teMamcai 
of  the  late  parliament,  executed  by  8S7 
members  of  it,  and  attested  by  106 
witnesses,  other  membera  of  the  tame 
parliament,  date  23d  June  1812;  resoiv* 
ing  to  take  into  their  lerions  ciftisidefai* 
tion  the  state  of  the  laws  afiecting  his  Ma* 
jesty's  Roman  Catholic  aobjecta  in  Great 
Britain  and   Irelandi  with  a  Htm  lo 
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final  conciliation,  and  to  the  itrength  and 

reace  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  I  think 
see,  in  the  hand  of  the  right  hon.  judge 
of  the  Irish  prerogative  coort,  (Dr.  Dai- 
genati)  either  a  protest  granted  to  the  pre- 
aent  parliament  lo  carry  that  will  into 
eflect,  or  a  careat ;— >bot  I  cannot  suppose 
the  latter,  after  he  has  formerly  declared 
bis  decided  opinion  nearly  in  these  words 
before  the  Union  :— •*«  That  we  are  one 
people  with  the  British  nation.— The  Pro- 
testant body  in  the  whole  empire  woold 
be  9o  great — that  all  rivalship  and  ani- 
mosities between  Protestants  and  Roman- 
ists wooldscease  for  ever,  and  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  curb  the  Romanists  by 
any  restrictive  laws  whatever/' 

AAer  this  declaration,  1  trust  that  the 
Tight  hon.  and  learned  doctor  must  vote,  at 
least  for  committing  the  Catholic  petition, 
which  is  all  I  pledge  myself  to  at  present. 
£He  then  cited  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr. 
Slieridan,  Mr.  Grenville,  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, Mr.  Locke,  judge  Blackstone,  &c. 
in    favour    of    Catholic    emancipation.] 
Millions  of  Catholics  have  shed  their  best 
blood  both  at  sea  and  on  land,  in  defence 
of  the  constitution;    and  are  these  the 
people,  about  whom  it  is  idle  to  take  any 
interest,  or  to  trust  ?    The  more  interest 
you  give  the  Catholics  in  the  constitution, 
the  more  they  will  exert  themselves  to 
maintain  what  their  blessings  spring  out 
of;  and  no  country  can  be  blessed  and 
prosperous  in  which  the  people  are  dis- 
contented by  exclusions  from   blessings. 
He  quoted  the  statutes  of  1779,  1781,  and 
1795,  passed  in  Ireland  in  the  adminis- 
trations of  the  two  noble  lords,    mem- 
bers of  the  present  cabinet,  and  stated 
the  very  words  of  these  statutes  as  fol- 
lows, viz.    *'  Whereas  from  the  uniform 
good  behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
for  more  than  a  century  past,  they  de- 
serve well,  and  it  must  tend,  not  only  to 
the  caltivation  and  improvement  of  Ire- 
land, hot  to  the  prosperity  and  strength  of 
all  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  that  all 
his  subjects  should  be  bound  together  by 
mutual    interests,  and  mutual  afiections, 
and  that  all  his  Majesty's  subjecU,  of  all 
lienominations  and  detcriptionsy    should 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  oar  free  constitu- 
tion, and  that  all  persons  of  whatever  per- 
suuion,  as  have  heretofore  taken,  or  who 
thall  hereafter  take  the  oath,  and  sub- 
acribe  the  declaration,  prescribed  by  the 
ISth  and  14th  of  Geo.  S,  and  the  oath  of 
the  9M  of  Geo.  S«  cb.  21,  ought  to  be 


considered  as  good  and  loyal  subjects  to 
his  Majesty,  his  crown,  and  government ;". 
and  yet  being  cajoled,  they  are  now  told 
that  they  are  not  to  be  trusted,  unless 
they  abandon  their  religion  altogether, 
notwithstanding  this  legislative  enactment, 
and  the  treaty  of  Limerick  in  1691. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  condact  of  the 
Irish  government  when  lord  Westmore- 
land was  lord  lieutenant,  and  the  present 
earl  of  Buckinghamshire  his  secretary* 
both  now  members  of  the  cabinet.  iThey 
set  e^ery  engine  to  work  at  county  meet- 
ing>»  grand  juries,  &c.  to  resist  the  Irish 
Cathofic  claims  for  election  suffrage,  and 
afterwards  they  left  their  friends  in  the 
lurch,  and  in  the  very  next  year  1793, 
the  Irish  government  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
srant  the  Catholics,  not  only  elective  suf- 
frage, but  more  than  they  had  asked.  The 
hon.  baronet  concluded  with  many  mor6 
appropriate  observations,  and  thanked  the 
House  for  their  indulgence  at  so  late  an 
hoar,  and  after  so  many  luminous  speeches* 

Mr.  John  Round.^^Sir,  impelled  by  a 
strong  sensQ  of  public  duty,  I  would  ven- 
ture to  solicit,  for  a  few  moments,  that 
indulgence  which  I  trust  the  House  is  not 
disinclined  to  shew,  to  one  recently  ad- 
mitted within  its  walls.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion, when,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
I  owed  my  constituents,  it  had  fallen  to 
me  to  present,  to  the  House^  a  petition 
from  the  borough  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent,  praying  that  thd  claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  further  political  power 
might  not  be  conceded,  I  shortly  stated 
that  my  own  sentiments,  on  this  vitally 
important  national  question,  were  strictly 
in  unison  with  those  then  expressed  by 
my  constituents.  Though  there  is  no 
member  of  this  House  more  unfeignedly 
desirous  than  myself,  to  see  the  doors  of 
parliament  opened  wide  to  the  representa* 
tions  of  the  subject,  and  to  enter  into  the 
serious  and  dispassionate  investigation  of 

frtevances  complained  of  by  the  people, 
yet  feel  myself  imperatively  called  upon 
to  give  my  decideu  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  last 
night  submitted  to  the  House,  recom- 
mended, as  I  admit  it  to  be,  by  an  anima- 
tion, a  fervor,  and  an  eloquence,  on  the 
part  of  the  right  boo.  mover,  which, 
whilst  it  excited  my  admiration  in  an 
eminent  degree,  proportiotiably  induced 
equal  regret  at  the  necessity  I  feel,  of 
giving  id  it  my  strenuous  opposition.  In 
the  view  I  take  of  this  question,  it  becomes 
me  manfiiUy  to  avow  my  opinion  tbtt 
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ooncenion  has  already  reached  itt  otmogt 
lirahs,  mad  that  it  would  foe  utterly  unsafe 
ta  admit,  iato  the  cooncils  o^  the  stalte, 
those  who  bold  tenets  at  variance  with  a 
Pfotestant  creed,  and  subversiTO  of  a 
Protestant  ascendancy.  I  cannot  consent 
to  go  into  a  cooimitUfe  from  which  I  ex- 
DBCt  ao  satis^ctory  result—-!  an  sore  the 
HoDsa  cannot  come,  with  any  prospect  of  a 
final  and  conciliating  adjastmelit  of  rival 
interests.  I  owe  it  to  the  Catholics  them- 
selves, not  to  excite  hopes,  which  I  be- 
lieve, will  terminate  tn  the  bitterness  of 
disappointment:  I  owe  it  to  t(ie  Pro- 
testant community  of  this  coantry  not  to 
tnni  my  back  npon  the  petitions  they 
have  presented  to  this  House,  praying 
against  the  concession  of  the  Catholic 
clafms.  In  every  view  of  the  subject,  I 
feel  myself  compelled  to  vote  against  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
for  going  into  a  committee. 

Sir  John  Neivport  rose  amidst  loud  cries 
of  Question!  The  right  hon.  baronet  ob- 
aerved,  that  as  there  were  very  many 
members  who  were  anxious  lo  speak  on 
the  question,  he  should  move  an  adjourn- 
ttent  of  its  consideration  to  Monday. 

Lord  Ca9ikreagh  remarked,  that  as  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  on  this  important  question  that 
night,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  only 
point  of  consideration  was,  whether  the 
House  would  then  adjoarn,  or  at  a  later 
hour.-^The  motion  for  deferring  the  further 
consideration  of  the  question  to  Monday, 
was  then  put  and  carried.— Adjourned  at 
two  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning. 
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Monday,  March  1. 

Ma.  GaATTAN's  Motion  von  a  Commit- 

TB£  ON  THE    CLAIMS   OF  THE  ROMaN   Ca« 

T80L1CS—- Adjourned  Debate.]  The 
order  of  the  day  being  moved,  for  resum- 
ing the  adjourned  debate  on  the  motion, 
"  That  this  House  will  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  take 
into  its  moat  serious  consideration  the 
state  of  the  laws  ^fl^cting  his  Majesty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  such  a  final 
and  conciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be 
conducive  to'*  the  peat'e  and  strength  of 
the  united  k*ngdum,  to  the  stability  of  the 
Protestant  establishment,  and  to  the  gene- 
ral satisfaction  and  concord  of  all  clashes 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects,"  the  House  re* 
inmed  tfat  said  adjouinad  debate. 


Sir  Mm  Newpan  rose  and  said*  ^aft  if 
the  ^ostion  had  been  left  to  the  conaider* 
aliott  of  the  House,  wider  the  circwn- 
staitces,  and  in  the  form  in  which  it  had 
undergone  the  discussion  of  last  year,  be 
certainly  should  not  have  felt  himself  then 
called  upon  to  trespass  on  their  patience, 
hut  would  have  rested  the  cauae  of  the 
Roman  Catholicf  on  the  statemeirt  ao  ^y 
made  by  hts  right  hon.  friend  who  open* 
ed  the  debate;  and  on  the  eloquent  appeal 
of  WMther  hon.  gentlenvan  (Mr.  Pionket) 
whose  speech  was  beard  by  the  House 
witli  so  much  attention,  and  which  bad 
been  honoured  with  to  much  well««icrited 
applause. 

But  there  were  circumstances  attendant 
on  the  discussion  of  the  subject  this  year, 
which  did  not  exist  when  it  was  htat  sab- 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Honse. 
Some  of  those  who  were  inimical  to  the 
cause  had  gone  as  far  as  they  poosiblr 
could,  by  recurring  to  the  basest  arts  to 
prevent  the  subject  receiving  a  calm  and 
deliberate  investigation.  They  bad  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  the  Protealant  po- 
pulation, that  this  was  a  questioo  vitally 
aBecting  their  religion,  and  that  it  was  to 
be  judged  on  that  principle  alone,  divest* 
ed  of  those  various  and  imjportant  political 
considerations,  by  which  the  legislatura 
ought  to  he  actuated  in  their  examinathm 
and  their  decision,  and  which  be  was  sore 
were  more  fit  to  guide  the  judgment  of 
parliament,  than  any  of  those  topics  which 
seemed  to  be  principally  relied  upon  at 
jieveral  meetingB,^.meetittgs  which  he  was 
in  some  respects  obliged  to  characterise, 
as  calculated  to  produce,  and  afaaolutely 
producing  ill-will  and  dissention  amongst 
the  great  body  of  the  people. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech,  it  was  his 
intention  to  examine  tome  of  the  state- 
ments which  diad  been  pnblicly  made, 
wiih  a  view,  as  he  conceived,  to  prrjndice 
and  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  the  claims  of  their  Catholic  bre- 
thren. Under  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  placed— >when  they  were  called 
on  to  legislate,  in  order  to  restore  tranquil* 
lity  to  a  large  portion  of  the  empire— -when 
they  were  called  on  to  legislate,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  producing  that  strength  and  encr* 
gy  throughout  the  empire  at  large,  which 
must  result  from  conciliation  and  har- 
mony-^ by  uniting  the  great  body  of  tha 
people  in  the  participation,  and,  conse* 
quently  in  the  defence  of  those  rights, 
which  wl>re  common  to  them  all—ouder 
tbase  circumstances^  it  mnst  appear  evi* 
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dent  to  every  man,  that  the  more  calmly 
the  legislature  proceeded,  the  more  likely 
were  they  to  succeed  in  establishing  that 
harmony  and  concord,  which  was  allowed 
on  all  bands  to  be  so  extremely  desirable. 
He  was  truly  sorry  to  see,  that«  in  the 
agitation  of  this  great  question,  some  men 
of  high  rank,  some  ecclesiastics  of  great 
dignity,  had  put  themselves  mainly  for- 
ward.   And  he  could  not  but  think,  that 
where  a  large  majority  of  a  former  House 
of  Commons,  bad  pledged  tbemselTes  to 
take    the    subject  into  consideration,    it 
would   have  wetl    become  those   mitred 
prelates  to  have  left  it  in  the  hands  of  par- 
liament.    He  was  of  opinion,  that  no  good 
coul^  result  from  their  entering  into  the 
questiou,  in  charges  addressed  to  large 
bodies  of  the  clergy ;  and  still  less  could 
any  jost  or.  equitable  purpose  be  answer* 
ed,  by  their  throwing  on  a  great  portion 
of  the  community,  accusations,  at  once 
the  most  fool  and  the  most  unfoqnded,  in 
iucb  a  manner  as  left  the  injured  parties 
without  a  direct  opportunity  of  justifying 
themselves.    That    course    having    been 
adopted,  it  was  necessary  to  examine  into 
the    nature    and     foundation     of    those 
charges ;  and  to  endeavour,  in  that  House, 
to  refute  accusations  so  unfairly  and  so 
unwarrantably    made.      Amonnt    other 
matters  contained    in    the   Charge  of  a 
right  reverend  prelate,  which  he  then  held 
in  his  hand,  which  had  been  first  delivered 
to  a  body  of  the  clergy,  and  was  after- 
wards published    to  the  world,    were  a 
variety  of  statements  directed  against  the 
tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholics:     those 
statements  were  not  confined  to  specula- 
tive  points,  or  religious  dogmas,  but  con* 
tained  charges  of  the   most  abominable 
nature.     When  .a  reverend  prelate  stood 
forth,  and  put  the  question  in  this  man* 
ner— ''  Does  any   person  employ  in  his 
private  concerns  a  man  whom  he  believes 
to  be  disaffected  to  his  interest,  or  who 
would  rejoice  in  his  downfall  ?"    When  a 
reverend  prelate  thus  slated  the  relative 
situation  of  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic, 
he  felt  absolute  astonish gient.     He  could 
not  avoid   demanding,  with  amazement, 
bow  a  dignitary  of  the  church  could  stand 
forth,  with  what  some  might  term  an  in* 
direct,  but  what  he  considered  a  direct 
charge  ag.tinst  the  whole  Catholic  body  ? 
A  charge  which,  however  it  might  be 
veiled,  did,  in  efiect,  accuse  them  of  dis- 
al^ction  to  the  state,  and  of  harbouring 
principles  which  would  lead  them  to  re« 
joice  in  its  ruin  and  destruction. 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


Bat,  Ifst  any  doubt  should  be  entertain* 
ed  of  the  meaning  of  the  right  reverend 
prelate  in  that  Charge,  he  afterwards 
makes  the  accusation  in  plain  and  direct 
terms— 'in  such  terms,  indeed,  as  he 
thought  called  for  the  animadversion  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers;  who  knew  that 
the  statement  was  unfounded,  and  had 
themselves,  over  and  over  again,  in  their 
places,  disclaimed  and  refuted  it.  The 
passage  to  which  he  referred,  was  in  ano* 
tber  part  of  that  reverend  prelate's  Charge, 
and  set  forth,  ''  that  the  demands  of  the 
Catholics,  in  1793,  were  made  under  their 
promise  of  peaceable  demeanour,  and  of 
zeal  against  the  common  enemy*  And,  if 
granted,  the  Papists  declared^  that  they 
would  apply  for  no  farther  indulgence.'' 
This  the  right  boo.  baronet  positively  de- 
nied ;  it  w^,  in  truth,  a  most  unfounded 
assertion.  And,  in  proof  of  this  allega- 
tion, he  would  cair  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  question  which  was  put,  at 
that  time,  by  the  late  marquis  of  Down- 
shire  to  the  present  earl  of  Buckingham* 
shire,  then  lord  Hobart.  The  noble  mar- 
quis observed,  "  that  his  vote  mainly  de- 
pended on  the  answer  he  should  receiva 
to  this  question*  Will  the  Catholics  bo 
satisfied,  if  the  concessions  now  asked 
are  granted  ?  Will  they  accept  them  in 
full  satisfaction  of  their  demands  ?"  What 
was  the  answer  of  my  lord  Hobart  ?  "  I 
am  not  warranted  in  giving  any  such  as- 
surance !"  And  what  was  the  real  state 
of  the  fact  ?  Why  the  petitioners,  at  that 
period^  called,  as  they  now  call,  for  com- 
plete emancipation.  And,  it  was  remark- 
able, that,  upon  the  bringing  in  of  the 
Bill,  which  was  introduced  to  grant  them 
partial  relief,  the  then  member  for  tha 
University  of  Dublin,  the  late  Mr.  Knox, 
propoMd  that* they  should  be  admitted  to 
a  full  participation  in  the  rights  of  the 
constitution.  "All  the  demands  which 
were  made  in  I79S,"  continued  the  learn- 
ed prelate,  "  were  granted;  and  what  was 
the  consequence  ?  The  Papists  having  ac- 
quired additional  strength «  ai'-i  having, 
by  their  promises,  lulled  the  government 
into  security,  formed  a  traitorous  conspi- 
racy, broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  and 
invited  the  French  to  their  assistance,  to 
obtain  their  real  objects— separation  from 
Great  Britain,  and  Catholic  ascendancy  !" 

The  right  bon.  baronet  said,  be  did  not 
think  it  was  possible  to  bring  forwaid,  in 
more  direct  and  decisive  terms,  a  charge 
of  treason  against  the  whole  body  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland.    And  he  was  auro 
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the  noble  lord  opposite  (Casllereagh) 
would  not  nanction  such  an  imputation. 
Over  and  over  again  it  had  been  declared, 
that  it  was  not  a  Calholic  rebellion.  And 
this  would  be  clearly  seen  by  looking  to 
the  persons  by  whom  it  was  fomented  and 
organized.  Such  an  examination  would 
shew,  that,  of  the  whole  Directory,  but 
one  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  For  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  he  would  appeal 
to  the  declarations  of  the  legislature. 
They  had  never  designated  it  as  a  Catho- 
lic rebellion :  and,  surely,  if  they  had 
believed  it  was,  they  would  not  have  gone 
on,  from  year  to  year,  making  provision 
for  the  Catholic  college  at  Mayaooth. — 
(Hear!)  He  was  aware  that  many  Ro- 
man Catholics  were  engaged  in  that  me- 
lancholy business.  But  it  could  not  be 
otherwise  y  it  must  always  be  the  case 
where  a  rebellion  existed  in  any  country, 
the  great  mass  of  whose  inhabitants  was 
of  a  particular  religion,  that  some  of  the 
members  of  that  religion  must  be  con- 
sected  with  it ;  but,  in  the  first  French 
expedition,  to  Bantry  Bay,  so  far  from 
having  any  idea  of  assisting  the  invaders, 
every  support  was  given  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  to 'his  Majesty's  troops.  While 
at  that  time,  in  the  north,  an  organized 
•ystem  prevailed,  in  the  sooth,  the  inha- 
bitants were  perfectly  peaceable  and 
loyal,  and,  with  heart  and  hand,  united 
in  defending  the  country  against  the 
French. 

Was  it  right,  then,  that  dignified  clergy- 
men should  come  forward  and  make  such 
attacks  ?  Was  it  right  that  such  ttate- 
ments  should  pass  unrefuted?  To  those 
mitred  prelates  who  had  been  the  means 
of  procuring  several  of  the  adverse  Peti- 
tions then  lying  on  the  table,  he  would 
strongly  recommend  the  perusal  of  a  pas- 
aagcj  which  struck  his  eye  that  morning, 
in  a  sermon  preached '  by  archbishop 
Sharpe,  before  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
i700.  That  learned  divine  there  observ- 
ed, "  If  a  preacher  in  the  pulpit  should 
•presume  to  give  his  judgment  about  the 
management  of  public  affairs,  or  to  lay 
down  doctrines  as  from  Christ,  about  the 
forms  and  models  of  kingdoms  and  com- 
monwealths, or  to  adjust  the  limits  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  prince,  or  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  subject  in  our  present  govern- 
ment, I  say,  ifa  divine  should  meddle  with 
auch  matters  as  these  in  his  sermons,  I  do 
not  know  how  he  can  be  excused  from 
the  just  ceniBure  of  meddling  with  things 
that  nothing  coneerai  him.    This  is,  in* 


deed,  a  practisins^  in  stale  matters  ;  and 
is  usurping  an  office  that  belongs  to  ano* 
ther  profession,  and  to  men  of  another 
character ;  and  1  should  accoant  it  every 
whit  as  indecent  in  a  clergyman  to  taks 
upon  him  to  deal  in  these  pointa^  as  it 
would  be  for  him  to  determine  titles  of 
land  in  the  pulpit,  which  are  in  dispute  in 
Westminster-hall."*    Such  was  the  opi* 
nion  of  archbishop  Sbarpe,  preaching  be- 
fore the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  30th  of 
January,   1700.    He  felt  where  the  doty 
of  a  clergyman  ceased,  and   where   the 
province  of  a  legislator  began*     He  did 
not  doubt,  but,  in  the  proper  place,  the 
House  of   Peers,   that   reverend   pi  elate 
would  have  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
any  subject  which  called  for  them  ;  bat 
he  very  justly  conceived,  that  the  pulpit 
was  not  a  place  exactly  saited  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  politics. 

It  was  something  extraordinary,  that, 
in  several  of  the  charges  lately  delivered 
to  the  clergy*  as  well  as  in  that  to  which 
he  had  particularly  referred,  and  in  some 
of  the  petitions  against  the  Catholics,  the 
belief  in  certain  tenets  of  religion  was  sl- 
leged  as  a  cause  for  excluding  that  body 
from  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of 
the  constitution,  which  very  tenets,  tbost 
who  made  the  accusation  either  did  theai- 
selves  hold,  or  they  were  not  members  of 
the  Church  of  England.     For  instance, 
the  doctrine  of  exclusive  salvation   was 
insisted  on  as  incapacitating  and  anfitting 
the  Catholic  for  a  participation  in  constlio- 
tional  rights ;  and  these  who  made  this  as* 
sertion,  stated,  that  no  such  doctrine  was  to 
be  found  in  the  Scriptures.     He  would  ask 
of  those  persons,  how  long  it  was  since 
they  had  read  St.  Athanasios's  Creed  ?— It 
was  really  something  extraordinary  that 
they  should  in  direct  terms  declsre  that 
doctrine,  which  they  preached,  and  wen 
bound  to  preach,  was  no  where  to  be 
found  in  the  Scriptures.  Tet  sach  was  the 
statement  contained  in  the  Petition  from  the 
archdeacon  and  clergy  of  BQckingham- 
shire,  now  lying  on  the  table.    For  these 
tenets  held  by  particular  churches,  from  the 
speculative  doctrines  of  religion,  and  from 
the  dogmas  laid  down  in  books,  he  thought 
the  legislature,  on  considering  thb  ^oes- 
tion,  would  do  much  more  wisely  to  make 
their  appeal  to  the  practical  doctrines  of 
the  Catholic  church,  as  actually  carried 
into  efiect,  and  as  operatmg  on  the  con- 
duct of  states  professing  that  faith.  There- 

*  See  HoweU's  State  IVials,  vol.  ljf«p.  94* 
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fore,  inttead  of  examining  what  was  de* 
creed  in  the  coancil  of  Lateran  or  of  Con- 
atance,  it  was  far  better  to  see  whatg  in 
the  present  day.  was  the  practice  of  Ro- 
man Catholic  coontries — and  to  investigate, 
whether  they  conld  perceive,  in  the  cion« 
doctof  great  Roman  Catholic  governments, 
a  recognition  of  those  obnoxious  princi- 
ples which  were  represented  as  rendering 
men  unfit  to  enjoy  what  were  considered 
privileges,  by  some  persons,  hot  which  he 
contemplated  as  rights— rights,  which,  if 
at  all  narrowed  or  restricted,  should  be 
thus  dealt  with  only  where  danger  to  the 
atala  was  plainly  proved.    They  were  ail 
agreed,  that  the  communication  of  any 
right,  must,  in  the  first  instance,  be  guid- 
ed by  the  great  principle  of  safety  to  the 
state.  *  But,  if  it  could  be  proved  that  no 
danger  would  arise  to  the  state  from  its 
exercise*-if  it  appeared  that  the  danger 
apprehended,  existed  only  in  the  idea  of 
individuals— if  it  were  evident  that  there 
was  no  solid  ground  for  dreading  any  ill  ef* 
fects  from  granting  the  rights  demanded— 
then  they  were  not  justified  in  continuing 
to  narrow  and  restrict  those  rights,  which 
every  man  was  entitled  to  claim.    In  tak- 
ing this  view  of  the  subject,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  enquire,  whether  in  Europe 
such  a  state  of  things  could  not  be  pointed 
out  as  folly  supported  the  position  he  had 
laid  down.    In  doing  this,  the  attention 
was  at  once  arrested  by  the  case  of  Hun- 
gary, to  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
alluded  on  the  first  night  of  the  debate; 
and  which  be  had  himself  noticed,  in  the 
debate  on  the  Catholic  Claims,  in  1809. 
That  case  exactly  corresponded,  both  as 
to  previous  situation,  and  the  tranquilliz- 
ing effect  which  the  liberal  condnct  pur- 
sued bad  on  the  nation  in  general,  with  the 
Sinestion  now  under  consideration.    On 
ormer  occasions,  when  instances,  had  been 
adduced  from  the  states  of  Switserland,  it 
was  observed,  that  the  system  of  admitt- 
ing the  members  of  every  religion  to  a  par* 
ticipationin  civil  rights,  might  do  very  well 
in  a  small,  diminutive  republic,  but  would 
not  answer  as  a  rule  for  a  great  population 
in  a  country  like  this.  That  objection,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  urged  against  Hungary, 
vrhich  contained  7  millions  of  people.  That 
country  was  for  many-  years  divided  into 
contending  sects-«»-the^  Lutherans  and  Cal« 
▼inists  being  almost  equal  to  the  members 
of  the  predominant  religion,  which  was 
tlie  Roman  Catholic.   During  several  cen- 
turies, the  experiment  was  made  m  Hun- 
gary, of  what  might  be  done  by  exclod- 
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ing  from  the  privileges  of  the  constitution, 
that  great  body  composed  of  those  two 
sects,  the  Lutherans  and  Calvinists.     The 
result  was,    that  during  the  whole  pe- 
riod to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  country  • 
was  in  a  constant  state  of  convulsion ;   so 
much  so,  that  the  Lutherans  and  Cilvanists 
called  in  the  Turks  to  their  assistance ;  and 
more  than  once  the  country  was  divided 
between  the  Turks  and  the  Aostriaos.    So 
the  state  remained  for  a  considerable  time* 
At  length,  at  a  late  period,  it  was  in  some 
degree  tranquillized.   How  was  that  efllect 
produced  ?     By  the  conciliatory  measures 
of  Maria  Theresa— but,  till  1791,  it  was 
not  completely  tranquillized.    Tranquil- 
lity was  then  restored,  by  an  extension  of 
civil  rights  and  civil  privileges  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  kingdom,  without  any 
reference  to  religious  opinions— peace  and 
security  were  obtained,  by  recurring  to 
that  very  measure,  which  the  advocates  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  now  called  on  th» 
legislature  to  carry  into  effect.    So  com* 
pletely  were  the  people  of  Hungary  satis- 
fied,  that,  in  the  triumphant  progress  of 
Buonaparte,  by  that  country  only  waa  hia 
march  arrested.    When  he  was  in  posses- 
sion   of  Vienna,    the   nation,  with    an 
united  voice,  exclaimed— "There  shall 
thy  proud    career  be  stayed.''    h  waa 
not  possible  to  conceive  a  case,  more 
directly    in    point;    and    it   should    be 
observed,  that  the  predominant  religion  of 
the  state  was  the  Roman  Catholic,  which 
they  had  been  told  admitted  no  toleration, 
—which  they  had   been  informed  never 
granted  any  thing  like  the  freedom  allow- 
ed in  this  country :   which  the  petitioners 
against  the  Catholic  Clai  ms  asserted  to  be  so 
complete,  that  no  other  nation  ever  granu 
ed  so  much.    Yet,  in  Hungary,  aCatholio 
state,  every  privilege  was  thrown  open  to 
the  Protestant  tranquillity,  and  peace  and 
concord  followed.    The  same  righu  were 
now  demanded  for  the  Roman  Cathnlics ; 
and  sure  he  was,  the  same  beneficial  ef- 
fects, tn  the  common  course  of  things, 
must  flow  from  the  concession.    If  it  waa 
argued,  that  those  concessions  ought  not 
to  be  made,  because,  for  centuries,  con* 
tcntions  had  existed  between  the  opposite 
sects  of  ProtestanU  and  Catholics^  the  an- 
swer was,  <*  the  same  might  he  said,  with 
more  proprilsty,  of  Hungary,  where  one  of 
the  parties  called  in  the  Mahometan  to 
their  assistance ;  yet  every  right  was  ulti- 
mately granted,  in  common,  to  all  reli- 
gions ;  not  by  an  arbitrary  monarch,  but 
in  a  diet,  consisting  of  400  persons,  wiib  a 
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majority  of  two  to  one.  This  was  done  id 
a  country  connected  with  the  Popish  hie- 
rarchy, and  pos<e8sing  a  Popish  priest- 
hood— but  the  good  sense,  of  the  laity  put 
down  all  clerical  opposition." 

So,  he  hoped,  it  would  in  that  House, 
and  in  the  nation  at  large.  The  legisla- 
ture would,  he  trusted,  look  to  the  best  of 
all  possible  securities,  by  giving  to  the 
Catholics  their  just  and  proper  rights; 
they  would,  he  hoped,  look  to  the  true 
safety  and  the  real  defence  of  the  country, 
by  giving  that  numerous  body  privileges 
to  defend ;  they  would,  he  hoped,  render 
the  country  more  dear  to  that  numerous, 
and  loyal,  and  respectable  class,  by  gWing 
them  an  interest  in  the  constitution. 

He  confessed  he  was  astonished,  that 
persons  should  suspect  that  the  loyalty  of 
the  Catholic,  which,  under  privation,  was 
tried,  and  was  not  found  wanting,  would, 
if  his  claims  were  conceded,  be  imme- 
diately extinguished.  This  was  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  human  action.  Could 
it  be  imagined  that  they  would  willingly 
fight  for  restrictions,  but  that,  by  some  ex- 
traordinary fatality,  they  would  marshal 
themselves  against  their  newly  recovered 
rights  and  privileges  ? 

But,  it  was  observed  by  the  petitioners 
against  the  Catholics,  that  they  had  erery 
right  which  did  not  grant  political  power. 
The  answer  to  this  was  clearly  and  ex- 
plicitly given  by  bis  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Flunket)  on  a  former  evening.  "  You  gave 
political  power  before  you  gave  the  elec- 
tive franchise;  because,  when  you  granted 
the  right  to  acquire  property,  you  gave 
that,  which,  in  its  nature,  most  produce 
power."  And  he  saw  no  more  danger  in 
permitting  a  Catholic  to  sit  in  that  House, 
than  in  permitting  the  nominee  of  a  Ca> 
tholic  calling,  himself  a  Protestant.  A 
statement  had  been  made  on  a  former 
evening,  by  the  hon.  member  for  Corfe 
Castle  (Mr.  Bankes)  that  a  paper,  which 
be  read,  was  a  protest  of  the  present  Pope 
against  thr  full  toleration,  in  religious 
matters,  granted  by  Buonaparte.—* The 
right  hon.  baronet  said  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  of  inquiring,  of  those  who  were  in« 
timately  acquainted  with  subjects  of  this 
description,  whether  that  paper  was  au- 
thentic or  not  ?  If  it  were  a  fabricated 
paper,  he  meant  not  to  char{;e  any  part 
of  that  forgery  either  on  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  who  first  introduced  it,  or  on  another 
hon.  member,  who  adverted  to  it  in  the 
.course  of  his  speech ;  but  be  did  protest 
niott  solemnly,  that  every  gentlemaa  to 


whom  he  appKed  on  the  subject,  some  of 
them  deeply  versed  in  Roman  Catholic  af- 
fairs, denied  all  knowledge  of  such  a 
paper.  He  did  not  mean  to  assert,  posi- 
tively, that  the  paper  did  not  exist;  bnt^ 
undoubtedly,  when  those  who  would,  ne- 
cessarily, be  interested  in  it,  and  who  had 
every  means  of  inquiring  into  the  founda* 
(ion  on  which  it  rested— -when  such  per- 
sons had  not  been  able  to  6nd  any  vestige 
of  its  existence,  it  must,  at  least,  be  looked 
upon  as  a  very  doubtful  document.  Besides 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  they  lived  in 
the  era  of  fabrication  !  They  could  not 
forget,  that  a  notable  fabrication  of  the 
Third  Part  of  the  <■  Statement  of  the  Penal 
Laws  affecting  the  Catholics''  had  been 
disseminated  through  these  islands-^-and, 
more  even  than  that,  persons  who  doubted 
its  authenticity  were  threatened  with  pro- 
secutions for  expressing  their  sentiments. 
This  fact  had  been  stated,  a  few  evenings 
since,  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Huskisson},  who  informed  them  that  a 
printer,  in  Chichester,  who  expressed  bis 
opinion  of  that  fabricated  work,  was 
threatened  with  a  prosecotion  for  his  te- 
merity. But  what  seemed  to  him  ex- 
tremely ridiculous,  they  were  told  that 
this  fabricated  part  was  so  clumsy  a  pro- 
duction, as  ought  not  to  have  deceived  any 
person ;  and  yet  they  were  informed,  in 
the  very  same  breath,  that  it  had  prodnced 
all  the  effect  which  was  hoped  and  ex- 
pected from  it ;  and  had  not  only  deceiv- 
ed individuals,  but  whole  bodies  of  men. 
But  what  was  still  more  remarkable,  the 
editor  of  one  of  our  Reviews,  a  person, 
who  doubtless  would  feel  very  mnch  of- 
fended, if  it  were  supposed  that  he  could 
be  taken  in  by  a  clumsy  and  ridicoloos 
publication,  had  absolutely  reviewed  this 
Third  Part,  as  if  it  really  came  from  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  Now, 
whether  it  was  clumsy  or  not,  it  certain- 
ly had  the  effect,  which  thos^  who  framed 
it  had  in  view ;  and,  so  far,  its  matter 
or  manner  did  not  defeat  the  end  of  its 
author. 

He  was  extremely  loth  to  enter  into 
any  controversial  discussion  of  what  had 
passed  in  former  periods  in  Ireland. 
It  was  much  better  to  draw  the  veil  of 
oblivion  over  such  proceedings.  He 
should,  therefore,  follow  the  precept  of 
a  right  hon.  baronet,  (sir  J.  Stewart),  and 
avoid  the  subject  That  risht  hon.  barooctv 
however,  though  he  had  laid  down  the 
precept,  did  not  think  proper  to  follow  it* 
And  he  ffiott  my,  tha^  in  defending  the 
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the  permanent  interests  of  Ireland  are  so  * 
«h:eply  concerned.  The  Hoose*  Sir,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  placed  in  a  most  extra- 
ordinary predicament.  We  are  now  in 
the  third  night  of  a  debate  upon  a  motion 
similar  to  that  which  was  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  agreed'  to  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. The  great  Catholic  question 
underwent*  last  year«  three  solemn  discos- 
sion8«  and  in  the  interval  between  the  first 
and  the  last  of  those  discussions,  circum- 
stances bad  occurred  which  induced  the 
House  to  determine,  as  I  have  already 
said,  by  a  large  majority,  that  it  would« 
at  an  early  period  of  the  present  session, 
take  the  Catholic  claims  into  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  to  a  final  and  concilia- 
tory  adjustment.  Sir,  bad  it  not  been  for 
the  dissolution  of  parliament,  (a  measure,  I 
believe,  totally  unexpected  at  the  time 
the  House  came  to  the  Resolution  to 
which  I  have  alluded),  I  apprehend  we 
should  not  now  be  called  upon  to  discuss 
this  question :  we  should,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  have  gone  into  a  committee  upon 
the  Catholic  claims.  I  am  by  no  meana 
disposed  to  contend  that  the  present  par- 
liament is,  in  any  respect,  bound  by  the 
Resolution  passed,  and  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  last;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
every  man  must  feel  that  that  Resolution 
is  entitled  to  great  weight,  fropi  the  effect 
which  it  must  neceuarily  have  produced 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  but  more 
especially  in  that  part  of  it  which  was 
more  immediately  affected  by  it— I  mean 
Ireland. 

Sir;  it  is  indeed  impossible  that  we  can 
now  enter  into  the  consideration  of  thia 
subject,  without  bearing  in  mind  the  effect 
that  must  have  been  produced,  and  the 
expectations  that  must  naturally  have 
been  raised  in  Ireland  by  the  Resolution 
finally  adopted  by  the  House  last  year» 
after  so  many  discussions.  It  is,  however, 
the  doty  of  the  House  to  take  into  its  most 
serious  consideration  the  precise  state  of 
this  most  important  question,  and  to  ascer- 
tain what  are  now  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  with  regard  to  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  In  enter- 
ing upon  this  subject,* it  is  necessary  that 
we  should  recollect  all  that  has  passed 
between  the  government  of  Ireland  and 
the  Catholic  committee  during  the  last 
two  years.  The  situation  in  which  the 
question  at  present  stands,  arises,  in  a 
great  degree,  out  of  those  transactions. 
During  the  course  of  those  events,  in  which 
from  my  official  situation,  I  necessarily 
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conduct  of  the  Orange-men  in  Ireland,  he 
could  by  no  means  agree  with  him.  Nor 
did  he  think  that  the  governipent  bad  a 
right  to  extend  their  countenance  and  pro- 
tection to  bodies  of  men  bound  together 
by  such  an  oath-*-which  he  thought  no 
less  inimical  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  community,  than  the  oath  of  the 
United  Irishman.  Whether  it  was  quali- 
fied in  one  way  or  in  another,  such  fac* 
tions  were  equally  dangerous  to  the  con- 
stitution. No  set  of  men  ought  be  tole- 
rated, who  took  an  oath  restricting 'their 
allegiance,  or  guarding  it  by  conditions. 

For  many  centuries  Ireland  had  been  a 
victim  to  the  want  of  an  extension  of  the 
English  law  beyond  the  English  pale. 
This  barrier  was  at  length  throwfi  down, 
and  British  law  was  extended  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  Sir  John  Davis  had 
stated  what  beneficial  effects  were  pro- 
duced by  that  extension.  He  would  now 
implore  the  House  to  throw  down  this  se- 
cond subsisting  pale,  which  excluded  (jrom 
the  constitution  so  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland.  And  he  was  convinced 
that  consequences  would  result  from  the 
measure,  no  less  excellent  than  those 
which  bad  proceeded  from  the  orieinal 
extension  of  English  iaw  to  the  Irish 
people. 

In  proceeding  to  the  decision  of  this  im- 
portant question,  be  hoped  parliament 
would  not  consider  it  with  a  view  to  the 
narrow  objections  of  this  or  that  body  of 
men,  but  that  they  would  legislate  for  the 
community  at  large,  with  a  due  regard  to 
its  interests,  and  an  extended  and  liberal 
feeling  lor  the  concord  and  harmony 
of  the  empire.  The  Catholic  petitioners 
claimed  the  foil  benefit  of  the  constitu* 
tion ;  they  prayed  to  be  admitted  to  a 
community  of  privileges,  as  they  gladly 
shared  in  a  community  of  danger ;  and,  he 
trusted,  the  legislature  would  answer  them 
in  the  words  of  the  Great  Charter— that 
charter  obtained  by  the  joint  exertions  of 
their  Catholic  ancestors — "  Nulii  vende- 
mos,  nulli  negabimus,  nulli  differemus 
Justitiam." 

Mr.  Wdkdey  PdU  rose  and  said  : 

Sir ;  considering  the  torn  which  this^ 
debate  has  taken,  and  the  situation  which 
1  had  lately  the  honour  of  holding  in  the 
government  of  Ireland,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  becoming  in  me  if  I  were  not  to 
explain  distinctly  my  reasons  for  the  vote 
which  I  shall  give  upon  this  question,  a 
question  in  which  the   tranquillity  and 
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took  a  yery  prominent  part,  I  did  repeat- 
edly and  distinctly  complain  of  the  mis- 
rep  resentations  which  were  industriously 
circulated  with  respect  to  the  measures 
which  were  pursued  by  the  Irish  govern- 
ment towards  whfltt  1  called  then,  and 
what  I  still  must  call,  the  Catholic  con- 
vention (for  a  complete  convention  it  was, 
representing  the  three  estates  of  the  Ca- 
tholics). It  was  said,  that  the  object  of 
that  government  was  not  to  preserve  tran- 
quillity and  to  enforce  due  obedieivce  to 
the  law8»  but  to  prevent  the  Catholics  from 
petitioning ;  this,  as  I  have  on  former  oc- 
casions, I  now  again  most  solemnly  deny. 
Sir,  the  government  of  Ireland  at  that 
period  bad  no  wish  to  prevent  the  Roman 
Catholics  from  exercising  their  right  of 
petitioning,  provided  they  did  it  in  a  legal 
manner :  there  was  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Catholics,  if  they  did  not 
violate  the  law,  as  the  law  was  explained 
by  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  both  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  steps 
that  were  taken  were  such  as  the  govern- 
ment would  have  adopted  with  regard  to 
any  other  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjectS| 
under  similar  circumstances,  excepting 
that  they  would  have  acted  more  proiQptly 
with  others  than  they  did  with  the  Catho- 
lics, the  peculiarity  of  whose  situation 
was  considered  as  demanding  some  indul- 
gence. It  was  therefore,  I  repeat  it,  a 
gross  misrepresentation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Irish  government  to  say  that  they 
made  any  attempt,  or  entertained  any 
wish  to  stifle  the  Catholic  voice,  or  to  pre- 
vent the  Catholic  body  from  petitioning. 
Those  clamours,  however,  as  they  were 
not  founded  in  truth,  have  suk>sided  ;  but 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  government,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
did  create  a  great  ferment,  and  did  lead 
to  most  important  results.  One  of  the 
first  results  which  it  produced  was,  the 
suppression  of  the  Catholic  committee.  It 
is  now  no  more.  It  is  true  that  from  that 
committee  has  arisen  the  Catholic  board  ; 
but  this  board  differs  most  essentially  from 
the  committee ;  it  differs  in  the  numbers 
of  which  it  is  constituted ;  in  some  de- 
gree in  the  tone  which  it  has  assumed ; 
and  it  does  not  menace  the  country  .with 
the  dangers  which  were  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  continual  sittings  of  a  conven- 
tion. This,  therelbre,  I  consider  as  a  most 
fortunate  result  which  has  been  produced 
by  the  measures  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
Another  result  has  been-^the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics assembling  in  every  part  of  the 
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kingdom  in  a  legal  way  to  expren  their 
sentiments,  and  to  state  their  grievances. 
An  opinion  prevailed,  that  it  was  only 
the  higher  classes  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
who  were  anxioof  for  emancipation,  and 
that  the  lower  orders  were  perfectly  in- 
different about  it.  The  fallacy  of  that 
opinion  has  been  made  apparent  from 
those  meetings,  for  by  their  resolutions  it 
has  become  obvious,  that  all  ranks  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  are  equally  desirous  of  obtaintng 
what  they  term  emancipation.  Bot,  Sir, 
these  were  not  the  only  conseqaencea ; 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  finding  that  the 
Catholics  were  awakened  to  their  own  in- 
terests throughout  evepy  comer  of  the 
island,  became  disposed  to  coasider  the 
subject  more  deeply  and  more  seriootly 
than  they  had  done  before,  and  the  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  many  of  them,  who 
before  were  of  opinion  that  the  applicatjoo 
of  the  Catholics  for  the  removal  of  disa- 
bilities was  a  mere  stalking  horse  for  se- 
ditious purposes,  begun  to  see  the  ques- 
tion in  a  very  different  point  of  view. 

I  am  not  alluding.  Sir,  to  the  county  of 
Fermanagh,  or  others  where  the  Protestaai 
inhabitants  had  made  up  their  minds,  that 
under  no  circumstances  would  it  be  proper 
to  grant  any  further  concessions  to  the 
Catholics;  but  I  allude  to  the  county 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  and 
many  others  in  which  I  know  that  seoit 
time  ago  Catholic  emancipation  was  consi* 
dered  merely  as  a  watch  word  for  those 
who  wished  to  disturb  the  public  tran- 
quillity. But  what  is  the  language  which 
they  now  hold  ?  Do  they  ask  yon  not  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Catholics  ^ 
No  \  all  they  ask  of  you  is  to  take  caro 
that  in  what  you  do  grant,  the  establnbed 
constitution  in  church  and  state  is  not  in- 
jured. 

Sir,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  in  some  of 
the  petitions  of  the  Catholics  some  strange 
and  intemperate  language  has  been  osedt 
I  regret  it  very  much,  and  have  as  moth 
reason  personally  as  any  man  to  object  te 
it.  I  wish  different  language  had  been 
adopted,  but  the  intemperance  of  some 
ought  not  to  be  visited  upon  the  moderate 
and  the  innocent,  and  it  ought  to  be  re- 
collected that  it  is  natural  for  men  who 
think  that  they  are  debarred  of  theif 
rights,  and  that  they  are  ptisbed  to  aa 
extremity,  to  express  themselves  with 
warmth  and  even  with  intemperance.  But, 
however  blameable  the  language  of  some 
of  the  Catholics  may  have  httn,  still  this 


893] 


an  ihe  Ciaimi  qfthe  Romim  OdhoUa. 


Mamb  i,  18 IS. 


[894 


consequence  hat  eosoed  from  Ibeir  repeat-; 
ed  sod  numerous  meetings :  tbey  have  had 
an   opportunity  of  speaking  their  senti- 
menu,  and  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of 
that  body  is  now  perfectly  well  known. 
Sir^  it  is  impossible  for  a  moment  to  enter* 
tain  a  doubt  but  that  the  Resolution  which 
the   House  of  Commons  came  to  at  the 
close   of   the    last  session  of  parliament 
most  have  excited  the  hopes  and  expec- 
tations of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  a  very 
considerable  degreCi  and  their  disappoint- 
ffnent  will  be  great  indeed,  if  they  find  that 
you  not  only  will  not  grant  what  they 
ask,  but  that  you  will  not  even  go  into  a 
commiltee    to  consider  of  their    claims. 
After  twelve  years  struggling  to  obtain 
the  support  of  a  cabinet,  united  against 
them,  they  at  last  found  a  cabinet  divided 
tipon    the    subject,  and  also  a  material 
change  in  the  disposition  of  parliament. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?   Why,  that 
Slumbers  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  as 
I  have  already  slated,  changed  their  opi- 
nion also,  and  consented  to  the  grant  of 
the  Catholic  claims  under  securities  suffi* 
cieni  to  protect  the  establishments.    The 
6rst  time  that  the  Catholic  question  was 
brought  before  this  House  last  year,  my 
iioble    friend  (lord    Castlereagh)   sUted, 
that  the  cabinet  were  then  unanimous  in 
their  opinion  that  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstancei  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
cottid  not  be  complied  with,  and  upon  that 
occasion  the  majority  of  parliament  were 
with  ministers.     But  what  was  the  case 
when  towards  the  close  of  the  session  my 
right  hon.  friend  near  me  (Mr,  Canning) 
brought  forward  and  carried  his  motion  ? 
The  circumstances  of  the  times  had  then 
materially  changed,  partly  owing  to  a  me- 
lancholy event  which  I,  in  common  with 
every  man  who  hears  me,  most  sincerely 
deplored,    aa  event  which  deprived  the 
country  of  the  services  of  a  minister  whose 
memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  me,  and  to 
everv    honest  man  in  the  country ;    and 
partly  owing  to  other  causes  which  it  is 
f)ow  annecessary  for  me  to  recapitulate. 
My  noble  friend    himself  (lord  Castle- 
reagh)  had  changed  his  opinion,  and  it 
was  then  announced  that  the  question  was 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  cabinet  question. 
I  think  it  a  matter  of  great  regret  that 
this  question  is  not  to  be  brought  forward 
^  a  cabinet  measure.     After  the  Resolu- 
tion of  last  session,  and  after  the  interval 
of  the  whole  summer,  it  is,  I  say,  most 
unfortunate  that  ministers  are  not  prepared 
^0  take  up  this  igott  important  question 


a  cabinet  measure,  that  they  are  not 
ready  tp  submit  some  plan  to  the  legis- 
lature for  its  consideration.  In  what  a 
strange  situation,  Sir,  are  we  placed^  upon 
a  question  on  which  depends  the  present 
tranquillity  and  future  welfare  of  a  con« 
siderable  portion  of  the  empire.  We  have 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  unanimous,  we 
have  a  great  proportion  of  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland  for  the  question,  and  we  have  a 
cabinet  divided  and  not  prepared  to  submit 
any  measure  to  parliament  upon  it !  I 
know  it  has  been  said  that  the  majority  of 
the  Protestants  in  Ireland  are  unfavourable 
to  the  Catholic  claims,  but  I  must  beg 
leave  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  as- 
sertion. The  change  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  has  been  re- 
markable :  I  know  that  in  many  counties 
where,  a  few  years  ago,  the  Protestanta 
were  decidedly  hostile  to  the  Catholie 
claims,  such  has  been  the  progress  of  opi« 
nion  that  they  have  now  almost  unani« 
mously  concurred  in  the  sentiments  ex« 
pressed  in  the  Petitions  on  the  table,  which 
do  not  object  to  admitting  Catholics  to  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution  under  such 
guards  as  the  wisdom  of  parliaipent  may 
think  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
establishments.  It  Is  true,  that  there  are 
many  petitions  from  Protestants  in  Ire- 
land decidedly  hostile  to  the  Catholics. 
I  am  far  from  suspecting  or  insinuating 
that  the  government  of  Ireland  have  in- 
terposed, or  used  any  means  to  procure 
those  petitions.  I  know  that  my  noble 
friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  scorn  to 
have  recourse  to  such  a  measure.  As  for 
his  advisers,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
succeeded  me  in  one  of  inv  offices,  I  mean 
m^  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Irish  Exchequer  (Mr.  William  Fitzgerald), 
he,  of  course^  would  not  encourage  peti- 
tions of  that  kind ;  he  has  expressed  him- 
self decidedly  in  favour  of  the  "measure 
against  which  they  are  presented.  As  Ui 
the  other  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr,  Peel) 
who  succeeded  me  (my  other  half  as  I 
may  call  him,)  he,  indeed,  is  hostile  to 
the  Catholicjclaima.  His  residence  in  Ire- 
land durinff  the  summer  has,  I  suppose, 
convinced  him  of  the  danger  of  making 
any  concession,  while  his  right  hon.  col- 
league who  was  bom  in  the  country,  has 
always  lived  in  it,  and  is  deeply  connected 
with  it,  not  only  sees  no  danger  in  com- 
plying with  the  wishes  of  the  Catholics, 
but  thinks  that  great  mischief  will  ensue  if 
they  are  not  complied  with.  The  right 
hon.  g^tleman  (Mr.  I^eel)  thinks,  that 
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to  grant  a  silk  gown  to  a  Catholic,  or  to 
permit  one  to  command  a  company  in 
England  as  he  does  in  Ireland,  would  be 
big  with  peril  to  the  stale.  Sach  are  the 
discoveries  he  has  made  daring  his  short 
residence  in  Ireland.  But,  Sir,  these 
clashing  opinions  only  prove  the  neces* 
aity  of  going  into  a  committee  in  order 
that  the  validity  of  each  may  be  fully 
canvassed. 

Sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  reason 
exists  now  for  not  going  into  the  commit- 
tee which  did  not  exist  last  year,  when 
this  House  determined  by  so  large  a  ma- 
jority that  they  would  go  into  a  committee ; 
I  am  sure,  as  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned, 
no  such  reason  exists.  Sir,  it  must  have 
been  obvious  to  any  roan  who  has  paid 
any  attention  to  the  events  which  have 
occurred  within  the  last  few  years,  and 
who  possessed  any  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  Ireland,  that  things  could  not  re- 
main in  the  state  in  which  they  were.  I 
cannot  conceive  it  possible  for  a  roan  of 
common  observation  to  entertain  such  an 
opinion.  I  am  sure  no  man  in  Ireland 
thinks  so,  whatever  his  opinion  may  be 
with  respect  to  the  grantmg  or  renising 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics.  There  are,  I 
have  no  doubt,  many  respectable,  sensible, 
and  well  disposed  Protestants  in  Ireland — 
respectable  in  rank  and  talents,  who  not 
only  think  that  no  further  concession^ 
should  be  made  to  the  Catholics,  but  who 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  state  to  renew  some  of 
the  penal  laws.  A  learned  gentleman 
who  generally  sits  under  the  gallery  (Dr. 
Duigeuan)  I  believe  entertains  that  opi- 
nion, and,  iflaoi  not  very  much  mistaken, 
the  Orange  societies  in  general  in  Ireland 
think  that  the  legislature  has  already  gone 
much  too  far  in  its  concessions  to  the  Ca- 
tholics. I  say  then.  Sir,  that  all  parties 
are  agreed  that  it  is  not  possible  things 
can  remain  in  their  present  state,  either 
you  must  re-enact  the  penal  statutes, 
or  you  most  admit  the  Catholics  to  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution — no  man  can 
believe  that  the  question  can,  or  will,  re- 
main stationary.  The  progress  of  the  Ca* 
tholics  (as  was  observed  the  other  night 
by  the  learned  gentleman  opposite,  Mr* 
Plunket,  in  a  speech  which  was  so  much 
and  so  justly  admired)  in  wealth  and 
knowledge  since  the  Union,  has  been  most 
rapid,  and  they  are  now  in  a  state  in  which 
it  is,  I  maintain,  impossible  that  they 
should  continue.  Why  then.  Sir,  if  it  is 
the  opinioa  of  all  parties  that  thingscaonot  J 


remain  as  they  are  at  present,  sorely  the 
natural  and  obvious  coarse  for  us  to  pur- 
sue is  to  go  into  a  committee  in  which  we 
may  examine  fully  what  course  we  ought 
to  pursue,  ahd  what  measures  are  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  tranqotUxty  of  tbe 
empire.  When  the  Union  was  in  agita- 
tion I  disapproved  of  the  measure,  but  I 
am  now  Drilling  to  acknowledge  that  it  has 
been  productive  of  great  beoeGts  to  Ire* 
land ;  it  has  contributed  greatly  to  increase 
the  wealth  and  the  knowledge  of  that 
country,  and  particularly  of  its  Roraaa 
Catholic  inhabitants.  One  of  tbe  natcrai 
efTects  of  the  Union  was,  by  the  removal 
of  the  Protestant  parliament  to  create  a 
great  number  of  absentees  ;  many  Protes- 
tants of  rank  and  property  have  discon- 
tinued their  residence  in  Ireland  in  conse- 
quence of  that  measure,  but  the  spirit  and 
industry  of  the  Catholics  had  impeJItd 
them  forward  to  fill  up  the  vaouom  which 
was  thus  occasioned.  Their  wealth  and 
their  knowledge  has  of  course  increased, 
and  is  in  a  rapidly  progressive  state  ;  is  it 
then,  I  again  ask,  natural  to  suppose  that 
(hey  will  be  content  to  remain,  or  ihuit 
will  be  possible  to  keep  them  in  their  pre> 
sent  state.  You  must,  then,  either  ad- 
vance or  recede ;  stand  still  yotf  cannot 
You  most  either  have  a  re-enactment  of 
the  penal  laws  and  a  rebellion  in  Ire  land,  or 
you  must  seriously  take  the  claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  into  consideration  with 
a  view  to  final  and  conciliatory  adjust- 
ment. 

Sir;  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we 
ought  to  go  into  this  committee.  I  do  not 
deny  that  the  subject  is  attended  with 
many  and  with  formidable  difficulties,  but 
I  think  they  may  be  overcome  if  we  set 
about  the  task  with  zeal  and  sincerity,  h 
is  with  this  feeling,  Sir,  that  I  would  go 
into  this  committee ;  I  would  go  into  it  vi  ith 
a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  universal  good 
will ;  no  man  who  consents  to  go  into  the 
committee  will  be  pledged  to  any  specific 
concession,  or  to  any  concession  which, 
upon  due  consideration,  he  may  conceive 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  security  of  the 
establishment  in  church  and  state.  I 
therefore  approve  of  the  plan  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  has  pro- 
posed to  pursue.  If  the  committer;  should 
approve  of  his  Resolutions,  I  am  aware  that 
it  will  require  all  his  knowledge,  all  his 
temper,  all  his  ability,  all  his  perseverance, 
all  his  authority,  to  frame  his  Bill  to  as  to 
meet  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  all 
parties.     I  acknowledge  the  task  lo  bs 
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difficqil,  bnt  I  do  not  detpnir  of  seeing  it 
accompliAbetl.  I  agree  with  the  right 
boa*  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  Ireland/  that  it  is  the  daty  of  parlia' 
ment  to  legislate,  not  to  negociatet  bat 
when  I  express  my  concorrence  with  that 
general  proposition^  I  beg  Imaynotbe 
supposed  to  mean  that  m'y  right  hon. 
friend,  in  framing  his  Bill,  is  not  to  ha?e 
the  benefit  of  consulting  with  those  per- 
sons who  have  been  delesaied  by  the  Ca- 
tholics to  support  their  claims,  or  indeed 
of  consalting  with  all  persons  from  whom 
Taloable  information,  can  be  deriTcd. 
Having  obtained  that  information,  it  will 
then  become  onr  doty  to  legislate,  and  1 
l^ope  we  shall  legislate  in  sach.a  manner 
9B  will  set  this,  question  at  rest  for  e?er. 
I  listened  with  peculiar  pleasure  to  what 
fell  from  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Plaoket)  on  the  subject  of  securities;  be- 
cause I  am  sure  it  will  be  attended  with 
the  most  bedeficial  effects  in  Ireland.  I 
hail  it  as  a  signal  to  the  Catholics  that  no 
Protestant,  however  farourable  to  their 
claims,  will  Consent  to  their  being  granted 
without  sufficient  security  being  given  for 
the  preservation  of  the  establishments. 

I  have,  now.  Sir,  stated  my  reasons  lor 
wishing  to  go  into  this  Committee ;  I  can- 
not see  any  bad  consequence,  that  can 
result  from  it,  but  I  foresee  many  that 
m^y  ensue,  if  we  reject  thh  motion  and 
refuse  even  to  examine  the  subject.  If, 
Sir,  the  House  should  unfortunately  refuse 
to  accede  to  this  motioni  let  roe  beg  of 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  will  be  the 
suteof  Ireland,  with  the  two  chief  ad- 
visers of  the  Lord  lieutenant*  entertaining 
directly  opposite  sentiments  upon  this 
Tital  question.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  Ireland  has  made  a  very 
animated  speech  in  favour  of  the  motion; 
he  says,  that  the  people  will  not  be  satis- 
fied, that  tranquillity  will  not  be  esta- 
blished, that  the  country  wiH  not  be  safe, 
unless  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
are  complied  with.  The  other  right 
hon.  gentleman,  the  Chief  Secretary,  is 
of  opinion  that  nothing  can  be  more  dan* 
gerous  to  the  state,  than  to  listen  to  their 
petitions.  He  seems  to  think  that  the 
most  effectual  way  of  making  the  people 
Quiet  and  happy,  is  to  clap  on  a  perpetual 
Blister,  to  draw  the  bad  humours  of  the 
country  together,  and  keep  them  in  a  state 
of  continual  irritation.  Let  us  suppose 
lor  a  moment.  Sir,  that  the  opinion  of  that 
part  of  the  cabinet  which  opposes  this 
notion  should  prevail.    That  this  motion 
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should  be  rejected,  and  that  after  the  re- 
turn of  those  two  right  hon.  gentlemen  to 
the  discbarge  of  their  official  duties  in 
Ireland,  a  disturbance  should  break  out  in 
some  part  of  that  country— Tipperary  for 
instance,  and  that  a  deputation  should  be 
sent  up  to  Dublin  to  communicate  with 
government  upon  the  subject.  Well,  Sir, 
we  will  suppose  the  deputation  arrived  at 
the  castle  01  Dublin,  and  ushered  into  the 
presence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. They  communicate  to  him  the 
cause  of  their  visit,  hejeceives  them  with 
great  civility,— but  he  of  course  must 
say,  "  I  am  very  much  concerned  to  hear 
that  there  are  disturbances  in  Tipperary ; 
I  foresaw  all  this,  I  told  the  government, 
I  told  parliament  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence if  they  would  not  consider  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  bnt  they  would 
not  listen  to  me— you  had  better  go  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  and  consult  him ;  he 
was  one  of  those  wnose  advice  has  brought 
all  this  about''  Well,  away  go  the  de« 
puties  two  or  three  steps  higher  to  wait 
upon  my  other  half,  the  Chief  Secretary, 
who  upon  hearing  their  story  will  exclaim, 
''  Why,  you  really  astonish  me,  wha.t  can 
the  Catholics  want?  1  thought  every 
thing  had  been  settled  by  the  last  special 
eommission,  but  we  must  consult  the  At- 
*  torney  General  upon  this  business.''  The 
Attorney  General  is  .immediately  sent  for, 
but  being  out  of  the  way  the  Solicitor 
General  comes  to  the  Castle,  and  the  case 
is  stated  to  him.  My  friend  Mr.  Bushe 
expresses  his  concern  at  the  intellisence, 
but  adds,—"  Yon  may  remember  I  told 
you  twelve  month'k  ago  what  would 
happen,  if  you  did  not  change  your  sys- 
tem, why  do  you  send  to  me  ?  you  had 
better  consult  Mr.  Saurin,  th^  Attorney 
General,  upon  this  business;  he  is  a  man 
after  your  owii  heart." 

Such,  Sir,  will  be  the  distracted  state  of 
the  councils;  soch  will  be  the  situation 
of  Ireland,  if  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  are 
not  considered.  1  really  feel  for  the  situa- 
tion of  those  right  hon.  sentlemeu,  I  feel 
for  the  situation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
fixchequer;  and  I  equally  feel  for  that 
of  my  other  half,  the  Chief  Secretary. 
When  those  right  hon.  gentlemen  suc- 
ceeded me  in  office,  they  found  a  system 
of  reform  in  progress  in  almost  every 
branch  of  the  public  service.  It  is  well 
known  that  when  any  plans  of  that  kind 
are  attempted,  innumerable  obstacles  are 
immediately  thrown  in  the  way,  and  the 
greatest  perscTcranca  and  closest  attan* 
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iion  are  necessary  to  ensdre  their  success, 
but  how  can  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment be  bestowed  upon  such  points  when 
the  chief  members  of  it  are  at  variance, 
upon  the  most  important  subject,  'which 
can  claim  their  consideration.— Sir,  there 
is  a  very  great  difference  between  the 
present  period  and  the  time  when  I  was 
in  office. -»( Here  there  was  great  cheer- 
ing from  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  Peel  and  Mr. 
Fitzgerald.)  When  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tlemen have  done  cheering,  I  will  explain 
what  I  mean.  When  I  filled  the  offices 
alluded  to,  the  cabinet  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  a  proper  time 
to  bring  forward  the  Catholic  claims — 
and  the  government  of  Ireland  acted  un- 
der that  opinion.  Since  that  period,  how- 
ever, my  noble  friend  (Castlereagh}  has 
changed  his ;  but,  at  the  time,  which  I 
speak  of,  that  noble  lord  was  of  the  same 
opinion  as  myself,  and  of  the  same  opi- 
nion as  the  cabinet,  by  whose  directions  I 
acted.  But  is  be  noW  acting  with  that 
cabinet  ?  Is  the-right  hon,  gentleman,  the 
Chief  Secretary,  actihg  under  a  cabinet 
agreed  in  opinion,  or  acting  upon  a  settled 

} principle  ?  The  case  is  as  diflfereni  as  light 
romjdarkness ;  and  I  am  vefy  glad  at  the 
manner  in  which  I  have  been  cheered,  ss 
it  has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing this  explanation.  Reverting,  then,  to 
what  I  have  before  said,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive a  more  dangerous  nor  a  more  un- 
pleasant situation  than  that  in  which  the 
government  of  Ireland  will  be  placed,  if 
the  House  should  not  go  into  the  com- 
mittee. If  they  do  ^o  into  the  commit- 
tee, perhaps  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
might  have  his  opinions  changed  in  the 
progress  of  it.  I  think  it  bright,  however, 
as  by  the  gestures  and  theers  of  the  right 
hon.  gentlemen  they  seem  inclined  to 
charge  me.  with  inconsistency,  to  state 
that,  when  I  was  in  office,  my  opinion 
was,  that  things  could  not  continue  as 
they  were ;  this  opinion  I  expressed  to 
my  right  hon.  firiend  on  the  treasury 
bench  (Mr.  Ryder),  in  a  memorandum 
containing  the  grounds  of  it,  and  intreat- 
ing  the  cabinet  to  take  the  matter  into 
their  most  serious  consideration.  I  did  not 
presume  to  point  out  what  should  be  done; 
but  I  most  stronffly  pressed  the  necessity 
of  not  allowing  this  important  question  to 
remain  in  its  present  anomalous  condi- 
tion; and  if  my  right  hon.  friend  will 
t^ke  the  trouble  to  examine  bis  official 
papers,  he  will  find  the  record,  and  per- 
csiva  that  I  am  ao  t  quite  90  inconsistent 


as  the  lieht  hon.  getttlemen  8t  present 
seem  to  think.  I  did  not  indeed  press  my 
sentiments  arrogantly,  but  I  stated  ihent 
frankly.  Things  are  now,  however,  mncfr 
changed  from  what  they  were  then,  snd, 
if  I  needed  proof  of  that  change,  I  would 
only  refer  to  the  noble  lord's  opinnms,  as 
expressed  at  the  close  of  the  last  sessiaii 
of  the  last  parKameot.  when  my  rigte 
hon.  friend  moved  the  Resolotioa,  now  in- 
tended to  be  made  the  basis  of  the  ceis« 
mittee.  I  have  thus  undisgitisedly,  and 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  dven  mjsetfki- 
ments,  and  I  shall  only  add,  that,  if  the 
committee  is  adopted,  I  shall  wilHngiy 
devote  my  time  to  promote  the  objects  in 
view,  and  give  every  aid  in  my  power  to 
produce  a  measure  which  may  combine 
security  to  the  Protestant  establishnaent, 
with  conciliation  and  concesrioa  to  the 
Catholic  body. 

Mr.  WUUom  Flitf^M,  in  ezplsmatioiL 
Sir,  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  sappqses 
that  I  am  averse  to  any  commnnicatioa 
with  tbe  Catholic  body,  he  most  hava 
adopted  such  a  notion  from  some  ^trf 
vague  and  indistinct  report  of  the  speech 
which  I  delivered  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent debate,  which  I  am  satisfied  ha  could 
not  have  heard.  Far  from  entertaining 
the  opinion  imputed  to  me,  I  conoaiva 
that  constant,  confidential,  and  afifeciionate 
cdmmoiMcation  with  the  Catholics  is  neces- 
sary to  promote  a  beneficial  adjustment  of 
the  present  question.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman reasons,  not  from  what  I  have  said, 
but  from  what  I  have  not  said,  by  the 
cheer  which  drew  forth  some  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  remarks.  I  do  not  mean 
to  impute  to  him  any  derelUtion  of  prin* 
ciples;  but  I  cannot  help  now  saying,  that* 
however  great  the  dissonance  of  opinion 
between  me  and  my  right  hon.  coUaagoc, 
upon  which  he  (Mr.  Pole)  has  obseryed  so 
freely,  it  is  perfect  concord,  when  com* 
pared  to  the  manner  in  which  the  righl 
hon.  gentleman  difiera  from  himaelf. 

Mr.  Secretary  PeeL — Sir;  the  speech 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  jost 
delirered,  is  the  most  extraordinary  one 
which  I  ever  heard.  Sir,  I  defy  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  reconcile  the 
opinions,  which  he  has  just  expressed,  opo» 
the  Catholic  claims,  with  those  which, 
from  his  own  avowal,  at  a  former  period, 
he  was  supposed  to  entertain. 

Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  b  tor* 
prised  that  those  who  have  succeeded  him 
in  office,  and  whom  he  is  pleased  to  caU 
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bU  balvci^  •boold  diflfer  ao  much  froin 
each  other  upon  this  subject;  but  greatly 
ae  my  right  kon.  friend  (Mr.  Fitzgerald) 
^d  I  may  di&r  upon  it»  we  are  not  more 
mi  Tariance  with  each  other  than  the  right 
hoQ.  geodenaa  ii  with  himself.  I  suspect 
that  we  are  more  apt  representatives  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  than  he  seems  to 
be  aware  of«  and  that  not  only  hate  I  suc- 
ceeded the  right  honourable  gentleman  in 
€>ae  of  his  official  capacities,  ae  my  right 
bon,  friend  has  succeeded  him  in  the  other, 
bat  the  different  opinionst  which  tiie  right 
boo.  gentleman  has  expressed  at  different 
periodflb  h^ve  been  also  divided  between 
ua ;  those  which  the  right  ban.  gentlenym 
beld,  wben  in  officej  having  fallen  to  my 
jabare*  «ad  those>  which  he  has  since 
ei^oiised^  to  the  share  of  my  right  hon. 
^iend.  In  personal  unity  we  cannot  re- 
preaeot  him,  but  in  discordance  of  senti- 
ment we  are  competent  to  the  task* 

Sir,  the  right  hon.    gentleman    says» 
ibat  we  are  not  to  judge  of  his  political 
opinions  by  his  conduct  when  in  office ; 
that,  at  that  timai,  the  cabinet  was  united, 
and  that  he  was  in  a  subordinate  capacity ; 
not  acting  upon  his  own  judgment,  but 
executing  the  commands  of  others;  he 
nddn  too,  that  documents  would  be  found, 
if  the  offices  were  ransacked,  which  would 
prove  that  the  opinions  which  he  now  ex- 
presses, could  be  reconciled  with  thoae 
which  be  then  held.    Sir,  if  this  be  so, 
nnd  if  tl^  right  hon.  gentleman  did  diffbr 
from  thoae  with  whom  he  was  acting,  what 
/orbearance  has  he  shewn  in  this  House ! 
lie  was  taunted  with  arrogating  to  himself 
ihe  vvhole  of  the  government  of  Ireland ; 
the  official  acta  of  that  government  were 
imputed,  by  some  of  his  adversaries,  to  his 
Impetuositv  and  indiscretion,  yet  he  sub- 
mitted with  cheerfulness  to  every  imputa- 
4ioa  of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  and  not.  a 
word  escaped  him,  from  which  it  coold  i>e 
inferred  that  there  was  not  the  most  cordial 
concurrence  of  sentiment,  on  every  branch 
of  the  Catholic  question,  between  hipaelf 
and  the  other  members  of  the  government 
I  may  admire  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
/or  their  example  of  forbearance  and  dis- 
cretion, bat  I  cannot  help  tbinkiM  that  it 
would  have  been  better  fcr  him,  if  he  did 
differ  with  those  whose. instmctions  he 
was  called  upon  to  execute,  to  have  re- 
aigned  his  office,  rather  than  have  aacri- 
ficed  his  opinions. 

Sir,  I  was  desirous,  I  own,  of  ibllowing 
the  right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  l<^ewport)  in 
4^  dehat^  but  yielded  precedenoe  <o  the 


ri^t  hon.  f^entleman,  because,  from  the 
former  expression  of  bis  opinions,  on  this 
subject,  I  concluded  that  he  rose  to  answer 
the  right  hon.  baronet.  Sir,  I  find  myself 
miitakeuj  and,  with  regard  to  the  risbt 
hon.  gentleman's  own  speech,  I  con^ss 
my  inability  to  answer  it,  but  will  refer 
him#  for  an  answer,  to  a  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  himself. 

Unless  I  am  mufb  mistaken.  Sir,  there 
was  a  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
delivered  last  session  of  parliament,  in 
which  be  stated,  that  he  had  hitherto  de- 
clined delivering  bis  opinion  upon  the 
Catholic  claims,  as  distinct  from  the  con* 
duct  of  the  Catholic  committee ;  but« 
being  called  upon,  be  had  no  difficulty  in 
confessing,  that  he  did  not  see  the  possi- 
bility of  extending,  to  the  Catholics,  the 
prr  t*eges,  which  their  Protestant  brethren 
enjoy eo,  with  safety  to  the  establishment 
in  church  and  st^.  To  clear  himseli; 
however,  from  any  charge  of  inconsistency, 
even  in  the  mind  of  those  who  remember 
his  former  declarations,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  says,  that  the  present  circum- 
stances are  very  different  from  those, 
under  which  the  question  had  been  dis- 
cussed at  former  periods.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  seems  to  attribute  this  change 
to  the  measures  of  the  Irish  government, 
at  the  period  wjhen  he  was  one  of  its 
members,  and  he  says,  that,  from  those 
measures,  alluding  to  the  proceedings 
against  the  Catholic  convention,  three  im- 
portant consequences  have  resulted,  all  of 
which. call  for  adiff*erent  line  of  conduct, 
in  the  House,  at  the  present  period,  to- 
wards the  Catholics  oflreland. 

In  the  first  place  he  says,  that  the  Ca« 
tholic  committee  is  dissolved. 

In  the  second,  that  the  Catholic  body 
has  come  generally  forward,  and  baa 
unanimously  preferred  their  petitions  to 
the  le|;islature,  for  relief  from  their  pre- 
sent disabilities.    And, 

Thirdly,  The  ProtestanU  of  Ireland 
have  also  expressed  their  sentiments  in 
favour  of  qualified  concessions  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  have  presented  petitions,  to 
that  effect,  from  most  of  the  counties  in 
Ireland. 

Sir,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  has  been  rather  unmr- 
tunate  ia  his  deduction  of  these  conse- 
quences, from  the  causes  to  which  he  attri- 
butes them.  In  the  first  place,  says,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  the  Catholic 
committee  ia  dissolved;  aod,  bterally 
apeaking,  he  Js  correct  ;^-bnt  surely  ilie 
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right  bon.  gentleman  must  know«  tbat«  I 
though  the  committee  is  ditsoWed^  yet 
every  individual  member  who  composed 
it,  was  re- appointed  by  an  aggregate  meet- 
ing of  the  Catholics,  to  act  on  the  part  of 
that  body»  and  that  they  are  now  porsuing, 
preci&ely,  the  same  course,  in  their  new 
capacity,  which  they  did  in  their  old. 
The  Catholic  committee,  when  a  decision 
in  a  court  of  justice  had  proved  its  illegality, 
was  undoubtedly  changed  in  its  name,  and 
in  its  form  of  appointment,  and  it  now 
skulks  behind  the  law,  which  its  former 
constitution  had  violated ;  but  I  cannot 
tbiolc  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  will 
persist  in  arguing  that  this  necessary  de- 
ference to  the  aentence  of  a  court  of  law, 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  committeoy 
materially  changes  the.  nature  of  the  pe- 
tition, which  is  preferred  under  the  au4>ices 
of  the  Catholic  board.  The  second  effect 
of  those  measures  of  the  Irish  government, 
in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bore  a 
prominent  part,  and  which  measures  had 
ray  warmest  approbation,  has  been,  ac- 
cording to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to 
call  forth^^from  the  Catholics,  a  general 
expression  of  their  sentiments,  and  an  una- 
nimous application  for  further  privileges. 
Why,  Sir,  I  never  heard,  that,  at  former 
periods,  even  preceding  the  dissolution  of 
the  Catholic  convention,  there  was  any 
doubt  as  to  the  wish  of  the  Catholics,  on 
this  subject,  or  that  the  expression  of  their 
feelings  had  been  at  all  partial  or  equivocal. 
But  the  third  result  is,  of  all^  the  most 
extraordinary. 

The  Protestants,  says  the  right  hon. 
ffentleman,  have  come  forward  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  and  have  presented  to 
the  legislature.  Petitions,  which  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  is  pleased  to  designate, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  as  fa- 
vourable to  the  claims,  or  at  least  to  the 
discussion  of  the  claims,  of  the  Catbolici. 

Does  the  right  hon.  gentleman  really 
consider  these  Petitions  to  have  been  pre- 
aented,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Irish  government  in  dispersing  the 
Catholic  committee,  or  does  he  mean  to 
argue,  that  that  body  having  been  dis- 
aoived,  the  Protestants  are  satisfied,  that 
all  jealousies  are  allayed,  and  that  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  may  now  be  ac- 
ceded to,  without  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland.  Surely,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  must  recollect 
that  it  is  now  two  years  since  he  addressed 
bis  circular  letter,  pointing  out  the  ille- 
*galitgr  of  delegation^  and  expressing  the 


determination  of  the  Irish  govemnnesit  to 
Tisit  any  meetings,  held  for  that  purpose, 
with  the  penalties  of  the  law.  Tlie  riglit  . 
hon.  gentleman  must  recollect  that  it  ii 
considerably  more  than  a  year  atnce  the 
Catholic  committee  dtssoWed  itself,  and 
the  Catholic  Board  was  appointed  in  its 
room ;  but  that  it  is  only  withto  tbe  last 
three  or  four  months  that  the  Petition 
from  the  Protestants  of  Ireland*  to  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  refers,  have  been 
resolved  npon  in  the  respective  countiet. 
Those  Petitions,  in  which  the  senttaieats 
of  the  Protestants  are  expressed,  with  'a 
moderation  which  does  them  the  faigfaeit 
credit,  but  which  Petitions  I  cooaider  to 
be  decidedly  against  the  concessiooa 
which  are  now  demanded  by  the  Catho> 
lies,  arose  not  out  of  ,the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government,  not  out  of  the  disper- 
sion of  the  Catholic  convention,  bat  have 
been  called  forth  by  the  BesolotioD,  to 
which  the  House  of  Commons  came,  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  and  by  the 
just  apprehensions  which  the  'Protestaoft 
of  Ireland  feel  for  the  security  of  their  e^* 
tabliahment,  were  those  privilegea  granted 
to  the  Catholics,  with  which  alooe  they 
profess  themselves  to  be  satinfted  ;  if  tbete 
be  the  grounds  on  which  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  defends  himself  from  the  charge 
of  incdnsistency,  I  fear  that,  on  examine 
tion,  he  will  not  find  them  tenable. 

There  is,  however,  one  point  in  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  is  right ;  he  is 
right  in  supposing  that  my  aentimenta  are 
directly  aa  verse  to  the  present  motioB.  i 
should  be  reluctant  to  trquble  the  Hinrnt 
with  the  expression  of  them,  if  I  did  not 
think,  with  my  right  bon.  firieod  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Irish  £xcbeq«er«  tha^ 
considering  the  situations  in  which  we 
stand,  a  silent  vote,  on  a  qoeation  ao  Ma- 
terially a£Pecting  the  interests  of  thai 
country,  with  which  we  are  oflBcially  con- 
nected, might  be  thought  onbeooming. 
I  do  assure  my  right  hon.  friend  thai  it  is 
with  real  regret  that  I  find  myself  com^ 
pel  led  to  avow  opinions,  ao  much  at  va* 
riance  with  those  which  he  iiaa  so  well 
expressed,  a  regret,  however,  which  is 
small,  indeed,  when  compared  with  that 
which  I  should  feel,  did  I  think  it  possible 
that  our  difference  on  this  poini«  inportani 
as  it  is,  could  afiect  our  coocnrrence  in 
other  political  subjects,  or  coold,  in  iha 
least,  tend  to  weaken  that  personal  regard 
and  confidence  which  has  efer  sobiisted 
between  us. 

Sir,  I  must  first  expreaa  ^doe  little  sar* 
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prise  It  tn  argument  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  that  every  gentleman  who  Toted 
for  tbe-Resolution  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Canning)  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  is  bound,  by  consistency, 
to  vote  for  the  propositions,  which  the 
right  h6n.  gentleman  has  now  submitted. 
Sir,  I  own  that  I  shoo  Id  consider  myself 
bound  by  no  such  obligation ;  that,  had  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  nave  voted  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  last  year,  I  should 
have  been  most  anxious  to  follow  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bankcs),  and  declare 
my  determination  of  opposing  Ihe  motion 
of  the  right  hon  gentleman.  I  cannot  see 
a  pretence  for  imputing  inconsistency,  to 
auch  a  line  of  conduct  The  pledge, 
which  the  House  gave  In  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  was  not  simply  that  it 
would  consider  the  Catholic  claims ;  but 
that  it  would  consider  them,  with  the 
and  for  the  purpose  of  attaining 


view. 


three  distinct  objecu.  There  was  an  im- 
plied  condition  attached  to  that  pledge ; 
firstp  that  the  adjustment  of  the  Catholic 
claims  should  be  final  and  conciliatory. 

Secondly,  that  the  stability  of  the  church 
establishment  should-  be  efiectually  pro- 
Tided  for.    And, 

Thirdly,  that  the  arrangement,  in  all, 
ahoolfl  be  one  tending  to  promote  con- 
cord and  satisfaction  among  all  classes  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects.— ^ir,  is  it  proba- 
ble that,  by  the  discussion  of  this  ouestioo 
now,  any  one  of  these  objects  will  be  at^ 
tained  ?  Is  it  likely  that  the  adjustment 
willbe  a  final  one  ?  If  it  is  an  adjustment 
which  will  satisfy  the  Catholics,  will  it  be 
one,  which  will  secure  your  church  esta- 
blishment from  danger }  But,  above  all^ 
ia  there  the  remotest  prospect  that  any  ar- 
rangement of  a  final  nature  can  now  be 
made,  which  the  Pt^otestant  subjecu  of  the 
empire  can  hail  with  satisfaction?  To 
prove  that  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jecu will  not  be  satisfied  with  an  arrange- 
ment, of  which  adequate  securities  for 
your  church  establishment  shall  form  a 
part,  1  will  beg  leave  to  read  an  extract 
from  the  resolutions  of  one  class  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  interested  in  that  ar- 
rantfement,  namely,  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. This  meetmg,  a  meeting  at  Kilken- 
ny, resolves,.'*  That  this  spirit,  we  fear, 
will  only  be  the  reproduction,  or  rather 
the  continuance*  of  that  system  by  which 
England  has  thought  proper  to  govern  this 
country  for  a  series  of  centuries,  via.  a 
system  of  division,  founded  upon  wretch- 
^  and  mutiken  noliona  of  policy.    That 


the  government  will  most  probably  affect 
liberality,  and  suffer  a  majority  to  vote 
for  a  consideretion  of  our  claims,  and  that 
they  will  at  the  same  time  consult  their 
real  determination,  never  to  grant  us  our 
rights,  by  making  the  veto,  '  securities 
and  arrangements/  the  ^me  qui  noa  of  our 
emancipation. 

**  That  thereforei  lest  the  government 
should  be  supposed  to  act  without  a  fuK 
and  entire  knowledge  of  the  opinion  and 
feelings  of  the  Catholics,  upon  that  most 
important  subject,  and  also  to  put  down 
by  anticipation,  any  such  effect  as  that 
just  now  made  with  equal  failure  and  in- 
sidioosness,  we  feel  it  our  duty  thus  finally 
to  declare,  that  we  consider  the  question 
of  veto  or  arrangement,  or  securities^  to 
have  been  set  at  rest  for  ever,  by  the  de- 
cision of  our  prelates,  and  that  we  should 
consider  the  enactment  of  a  law,  which 
should  give  us  emancipation,  indorporated 
with  a  veto,  or  arrangements  and  securities, 
as  a  penal  law,  a  law  of  persecution,  and 
such  a  law,  as  when  promulgated  in  Ire- 
land, would  be  likely  not  only  to  add  to 
the  agitation  and  irritation  of  men's  minds, 
but  hazard  the  safety  and  salvation  of  the 
empire." 

Sir,  if  I  were  among  the  wavering 
friends  of  the  Catholics,  I  would  advise 
the  postponement  of  this  cotuideration^ 
into  which  we  are  required  to  enter*  until 
the  present  just  jealousies  and  suspicions 
of  the  Protestants  might  be  somewhat  al- 
layed. I  would  give  time  to  the  Catho- 
lics, to  reflect  on  their  past  conduct,  on 
the  prejodice  which  th^ir  cause  has  re- 
ceived from  the  intemperance  of  some  of 
their  advocates,  and  I  would  give  them 
the  opportunity  of  gradually  receding 
from  those  unjust  pretensions,  which  they 
advanced  with  precipitation,  and  which 
they  now  insist  upon  with  a  vehemence, 
of  which  they  may  yet  be  wise  enough  to 
repent.  I  would  not  now  ask  the  House 
to  come  to  a  decision,  which,  if  favourable 
to  the  Catholics,  will  not  be  likely  to  pro* 
mote  cordial  union  between  them  and 
their  Protestant  brethren ;  if  not  favour- 
able, will  infallibly  prejudice  future  dis- 
cussions, and  will  compel  us  to  consider 
them  as  appeals  to  the  same  tribunal, 
from  its  own  decision,  passed  after  mature 
consideration,  and  after  an  enquiry  entered 
into,  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  final  and  conciliatory  arrangement. 

I  cannot  understand  in  what  respects 
the  present  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman diArs  from  tboae,  which  be  baa 
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beta  «a  the  haUi  of  t^nnaUy  rahnittiai^ 
40  the  House,  and  agtinai  wbicb  the 
.HouB0  has  M  frequeody  decided.  .  One 
43h}%ctmii  indeed,  ib  hk  foriner  propori- 
'  iioni,  the  fight  boo.  meolXemuh  hat  at- 
Aempted  to  obviate,  ile  hat  been  dceired 
•Ao  produce  togMthiog  tpecific,  and  hat 
now  obeyed  the  call,  by  emlaioing  to  us 
dw  outbne  of  a  Bill,  frbicb  be  has  it  in 
contenplation  to  produoe.  The  specific 
plan  IB  at  length  annottnoed  to  4M,  and  it 
iii  eiioply  ifait,  feha^  efory  distinction, 
writing  froon  idi^ious  ienett,  is  to  be  done 
•way ;  eveiy  dMabiU^  aaid  ditquaiifiea- 
Jtion  to  be  removed ;  every  avenue  to  of- 
1k€0  and  to  pouner,  with  the  cxceplieo  of 
the  tbronci,  it  to  be  unbarrod.  Two  af;ords 
^ill  deteribe  this  epeoific  measure,  this  it 
ibe  *^  simple  i«peal/'  accoidtng  to  tim 
anodeni  language  of  (he  CathoUci^orto 
|>orrew  a  phrase  from  the  rigiht  boo. 
l^tlemMu  thia  k  to  ^'^saaUy  emanci- 
pate." 

.  The  right  boo.  gemleman  ft  dear  mid 
jAleUigible  at  lo  the  etUent  of  hie  conoet- 
eioot ;  but  the  tecuritim  and  laleguards, 
which  are  to  aeeompany  them,  are  enve- 
loped ia  oitar  mystery.  One  eecurity, 
indeed,  the  right  hon.  f;entleman  is  willing 
40  grant  us,  the  esclosion  of  the  CatboJics 
from  the  threno-  I  was  sirocfc  with  the 
air  of  triumph  with  which  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  rote,  after  my  right  boa.  friend 
<Mr.  Yorke)  had  reqoeated  tfaat  that  part 
jof  the  BlU  of  %hu  sbooid  be  nead.  which 
anacts  that  a  Protestant  alone  tm  sueceed 
lo  the  throne  of  this  realm.  See,  says  the 
Tight  boo.  gentleman,  bow  giroandlem, 
how  feeble  your  alarms,  wbv,  I  will  recite, 
nod  rerognise  in  my  Bill,  the  principle  of 
that  enactment;  nav,  in  the  very  pre- 
amble, you  thall  find  an  admission  in  fa- 
vour of  the  established  religion,  and  ample 
security  for  the  Protestantmm  of  the  sove- 
iTeign. 

Sir,  we  do  not  want  such  recitals  and 
recognitions ;  we  want  no  preamble  nor 
clause  in  a  modern  act  of  parliament  to 
assure  us  that  the  Protestant  religion  is  the 
religion  of  the  state,  and  that  we  are  ab- 
aolred  from  our  allegiance  to  a  Catholic 
eoverelgn.  We  do  not  want  to  hunt 
through  the  statute  book,  for  the  laws  on 
which  the  constitution  is  {bonded,  nor  to 
be  referred,  from  the  Bill  of  Bights,  by  a 
note  in  the  aurgio,  to  an  act  pamed  in  the 
5Sd  Geo,  3,  c.  5,  §  2,  commonly  called 
-  Mr.  Grattan'a  Act/' 

But,  according  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
aaai^  the  Protestanls  are  actuated,  in  thek 
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opposition  to  the  Catholics,  by  oarrov 
tives  of  exclusion,  or  by  tiie  bigoted  spi/ii 
of  a  sect,  I  remember  the  inaidiooa  cost- 
parison  which  the  right  bon*  gentleman 
drew  between  the  petitions  of  the  respcc- 
tire  parties.  ''  The  Catholic^  says  the 
right  bon.  gentlemap,  **  petition  for  the 
ascendancy  of  the  Uw,  the  ProteatasiU  lor 
the'  ascendancy  of  a  sect"  Of  a  acct ;  is 
what  sect  do  we  belong  ?  To  the  Pretcs- 
taat  religion  as  by  law  established.  To 
what  laws  do  we  adhere  ?  To  those,  under 
which  this  empire  baa  lived  and  floorisbed 
for  ages;  we  are  satisfied  with  them,  and 
lot  tlmm  who  ask  for  the  cbanga,  be  called 
upon  to  prove  its  necessity. 

Tbk  committee,  into  which  we  are  re- 
ouested  to  enter,  is  not  a  comoaiuea  apea 
tne  daims  of  the  Catholics,  but  a  cosi* 
mittee  to  review  and  revise  the  Britiih 
constitution;  where  the  Proteatant  esta- 
blishment is  to  be  put  on  its  dafeace,  aad 
to  be  heard  by  counsel  at  the  bar- 
Sir,  in  thf  course  of  thk  debate,  oaaoy 
compliments  have  been  paid  to  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pioaket)  but  none 
which  the  eloquence  and  abilities  which 
he  has  diaplaved  iq  the  speech,  which  he 
delivered,  did  not  folly  justi^.  ^ 

Sir,  I  concur  in  the  admiration,  which 
has  bean  so  generallv  expressed,  of  the 
apeech  of  the  ri^ht  bon.  gentleman,  bat 
there  is  one  quality,  and  a  rare  one,  for 
which  I  most  admire  it,  I  mean  for  iu 
sincerity.  I  know,  Sk,  what  popularity 
the  right  bon.  geatleman  might  bare  ac- 
quired, had  he  punpied  a  different  course ; 
the  sorry  pre-eminence,  which  he  mi^ 
have  attained,  bad  he  consented  to  a«lvo- 
cate  the  cause  of  unqualified  oonoessiaa. 
The  deputations  and  processions  with 
which  be  would  hare  been  hailed  on  his 
return  to  Dublin,  tfate  ^dremet  be  might 
have  received,  and  the  answers  he  miglit 
have  returned*  He  might  have  shared, 
with  thf  bishop  of  Norwich,  tbe  honours 
which  were  paid  to  that  reverend  prelate 
at  the  orgies  of  the  Black  Ahbey  of  Kil- 
kenny; and  he  might  have  beard  hi$ 
name  associated  with  such  sentiments  aod 
such  toasu  as  these,  "  Lord  Wellingtoo, 
and  may  tbe  victories  of  Irishmen  cease  to 
secure  their  own  degradation.''  '*  Mr. 
Cohbett  and  the  free  pcess  of  Bngland." 

Sir,  we  are  told  that  we  are  dealing  im- 
fairly  by  the  Catholics,  in  imputing  to 
them,  aa  a  body,  the  line  of  conduct,  which 
some  intemperate  agitators  amongst  them 
pursue.  But,  Sir,  if  they  are  liable  to  be 
implicated  aad  blamed  /or  tbe  conduct  of 
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others,  wliy  don^t  thcrf  rotcoe  IhenMeifM 
from  the  impaunkm,  aod  proteBt  agdott 
the  condcrct  of  tbote,  whose  procoedingft 
have  no  other  tfTeet  thftn  thai  of  pro* 
jodicif^  their  came  f  Sir,  if  they  want  a 
precedent,  they  can  find  it  id  the  year 
1791.  There  was  then  a  period  when  69 
of  the  most  respectable  of  the  Catholic 
body,  seceded  from  the  party  with  which 
they  had  been  onited  ;  had  the  boMaeas 
to  arow  their  disapprolnrtion  of  its  proceed** 
ings,  and  in  loyal  and  dotifa^  bat  nol  de« 

grading  terms,  preferr^  t*  the  throne, 
leir  petition  for  relief  from  heavier  rs^ 
sirictions  than  any  to  wtiicb  they  are  now 
exposed.  In  resolutions  sach  as  these, 
which  I  shall  have  pleasnre  iai  reading, 
they  tfpproached  their  sovereign : 

**  That  gratefbl  for  former  concesskMs, 
we  do  not  presome  to  point  o«t  the  mea- 
sure or  extent  to  which  soch  repeal  shootd 
be  carried,  hot  leave  the  same  to  the  wis- 
dom and  discretion  of  the  legislature,  folly 
confiding  in  their  liberality  and  benevo- 
lence, that  it  will  be  as  extensive  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  and  the  general 
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sideration,  render  prudent  and  expedient. 

«'  That  firmly  attached  to  our  most  gra- 
cious sovereign,  and  the  constiiotion  of  the 
kingdom,  and  anxiously  desirous  to  pro- 
mote tran()uillity  and  sobjection  to  the 
laws,  we  will  studiously  avoid  all  measores 
which  can  either  directly  or  indirectly 
tend  to  disturb  or  impede  the  same,  and 
will  rely  on  the  wisdom  and  benevolence 
of  the  legislature,  as  the  source  firom 
which  we  desire  to  obtain  a  further  relax- 
ation of  the  above-mentioned  law».'' 

Amongst  the  names  subscribed  to  this 
address,  are  those  of  lord  Fingal,]ord  Gor- 
manstown,  lord  Kenmare,  Dr.  Troy,  sir 
P.  Goold,  and  others.  Sir,  I  wish  most 
sincerely  that  the  comparison  of  their 
present  conduct,  with  that  which  they 
then  pursued,  was  more  to  their  ad- 
vantage. 

With  regard  to  the  Bill,  of  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  has  given  us  the 
outline,  1  hope  that  the  task  of  expos- 
ing its  demerits  will  devolve  into  abler 
hands.  I  cannot,  I  own,  understand  the 
principle,  npon  which  it  is  founded,  nof 
the  reason  why  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
who  is'disposed  to  grant  so  much,  should 
see  the  necessity  of  with-holdiog  any 
^l>tttg.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  repeal  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts,  to  op«*n  the  House  of  Commons  and 
the  House  of  Lords^  and  every  office  of  every 
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deacrlplion^  to  the  Catholics  ;  but  he  hw 
an  eaeceptioBr  for  whicfc  I  cansmt  accomi^ 
he  will  excMe  them  from  the  ihrolse!  I 
thmk  thsA  many  of  the  argaaaenla,  whicb 
hsrve  been  used  te  pwome  tbe  iespolicy  ol 
their  exduston  from  the  cmer  tww 
branches  of  the  legialatmre,  will  eifially 
arrve  to  prove  the  polscy  of.lheic  admis* 
sion  to  the  throne.  Will  tbe  right  InMb 
gentleman  coiiclmie,  that  sn  irresponsibls 
Protestant  king  will  secure  ua  lirom  the 
danger,  which  we  apprefaead,  from  rv* 
sponsible  Catholic  advisers?  Are  there  no 
oilces  in  the  state,  from  whkh  the  rigiii 
hon.  gentleman  thinks  tbe  CathoKc  oeghl 
to  be  excluded  ^  WiN  he  permit  them  to 
fill  the  ofllce  of  Chancellor,  to  jodxe  of 
the  qoalificatioM  of  clergymen  of  Um 
Church  of  Englaad  to  Protestant  beneficea? 
Are  we  to  have  a  Catholic  keeper  of  tho 
conscienco  of  a  Proteatnot  king  ?  Doea 
the  right  hon,  gentleman  think  thai  the 
lord  lientenancy  of  Ireland,  witb  tbe  die- 
posal  of  the  church  patronage  ef  thaS 
kingdom,  should  be  open  to  the  Catholic^ 
and  tbe  head  of  the  Protestant  churcb  bo 


I  know,  Sir,  what  the  anawev  to  this  k, 
that  the  Catholics  are  merely  oHgibW  tn 
the  offices  In  question ;  but  that  the  crawa 
may^by  tbe  exercise  of  its  own  diacretioa» 
continue  the  exclusion  from  them.  Sbr^ 
we  have  no  right  to  throw  this  insidionf 
task  upon  the  crown;  if  the  CatboKca 
ought  to  be  excluded  firom  any  offlco,  let 
them  be  exchided  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  not  by  the  acta  of  an  indlvklual,  how* 
ever  exuted  his  station.  It  will  create 
teas  discontent  and  dlssatiafactioa  among 
the  Catholics^  to  continue  thrir  prcaeni 
disqualification,  than,  at  the  same  time 
that  yoo  admit  their  qvaliflcation,  to  deny 
them  tbe  benefit  they  expect  from  it 

But,  Sir,  as  I  before  observed,  many  of 
the  arguments,  which  have  been  used  hi 
favour  of  a  restricted  concession  to  the 
Catholic,  will  almost  equally  ^P^y  ^  ^® 
removal  of  every  restriction  whatever. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  presented 
the  petition  firom  the  Catholics  of  England, 
recommended  the  prayer  of  it,  by  desiring 
us  to  con^^ider  *'  Who  were  the  persons  to 
whom  we  refuse  a  share  in  the  honours  of 
the  country  ?  They  are  those,''  said  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  **  whoae  ancestors 
were  assembled  at  Runnemede,  who  pro- 
cured for  vou  the  charier  of  your  liberties; 
they  are  those,  whose  ancestors  conquered 
in  the  fields  of  Cressy  and  of  Agincoort.^' 
Sir,  I  admit  it,  but  who  led  them  09  to 
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Victory  at  Cressy  andikt  AgiaGOort— «  Pl^ 
tMtant  prince  ?  No,  a  Catholic  prince. 
Yoo  ask  whether  toch  men  are  anfit  to  be 

.«  trofted  with  the  privileges  which  they 
ask  for,  becaose  they  6\0kv  from  ns  in  re- 
ligious doctrine ;  and  why  not  with  equal 
justice,  ask  whether  a  prince,  like  Edward 
S,  should  be  incapable  of  inheriting  the , 
crown  of  these  realms,  because  he  pro- 

'  iessed  the  Catholic  faith?  Was'  that 
prince,  who  decreed  that  his  parliament 
should  assemble  annually;  who  prohi* 
bited,  by  the  severest  penalties,  the  ad- 
mission of  bulls  and  rescripts  from  the 
Pope;  who  limited  and  defined  the  law  of 
high  treason ;  was  he  a  prince,  of  whose 
love  for  despotic  power,  or  submission  to 
the  papal  authority,  we  ought  to  be 
jealous  \  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  time 
wiU  come,  when  such  areoments  will  be 
used,  and  used  snccessfully,  in  favour  of 
the  admission  of  a  Catholic  prince  to  the 
throne,  if  we  admit  the  eligibility  of  the 
Catholic,  to  office  and  to  parliament  Nor 
do  I  understand  on  what  srounds  it  can  be 
argued,  that  it  is  more  mconsisteat  with 
the  principles  of  the  constitution,  to  admit 
the  Catholics  to  the  throne,  than  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  legislature.  They 
were  excluded  from  the  latter  at  an  earlier 
period  than  from  the  former.  In  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  they  were  in- 
capacitated from  holding  office ;  In  the 
reign  of  Charles  2,  they  were  excluded 
from  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
House  of  Lords ;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  that  a  Catholic 
was  rendered  incapable  of  iuheriting  the 
crown  and  government  of  these  realms. 
An  hon.  gentleman  f  Mr.  Smith),  seemed 
disposed  to  argue,  that  the  king,  having 
been  declared  at  the  time  of  the  Restora- 
tion, head  of  the  church,  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  thence  inferred,  that  the  profes- 
sion of  the  Protestant  faith,  since  that  pe- 
riod, has  been  a  necessary  qualification 
for  the  throne ;  but  if  this  were  the  law  of 
the  land,  after  the  reign  of  Henry  8, 
where  was  the  necessity,  in  the  time  of 
Charles  2,  of  making  the  attempt,  by  a 
new  enactqient,  and  which  attempt  was 
defeated,  to  provide  for  the  exclusion  of 
the  Duke  of  York  from  the  throne^  on  ac- 
count of  his  religious  tenets. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  that 
the  removal  of  the  present  restrictions 
upon  the  Catholics,  is  an  object  of  little 
concern  to  them ;  it  is  natural  that  those 
who  embark  in  the'  louery  of  life  should 
be  desirous  to  have  the  chance,  at  least,  of 


attaining  the  highest  priaes ;  bsl  lei  the 
Catholics  recollect,  that  they  are  iMi  only 
Unwilling  to  pay  the  same  price  lor  poli- 
tical privileges,  which  is  extcfeed  from  the 
other  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  but  thai  they 
have  hitherto  refused  to    submit  to  the 
same  restrictions,    which   are    imposed, 
with  their  own  consent,  and  with  that  of 
the  Pope,  upon  the  Cathotica  of  other 
countries,  wherein  the  govemmeDt  u  not 
Catholic ;   and,  when  gentlemen  refer  us 
to  the  state  of  the  Catholics  in  Canada, 
and  to  their  admission  to  officea  in  that 
country,  and  in  Russia ;    kl  them  recol- 
lect,   that   the    cases  are  not   paralleJ* 
That,  in  Canada,  Uie  Protestant  aovcreiga 
of  this  country  has  the  appointment  of  the 
Catholic  bishops  of  -Quebec  ;    end  that, 
when  the  empress  Catharine  founded  the 
Catholic  church  of  Mohilon,   the  Pope 
granted,  as  a  matter  of  course,  hia  sanctioa 
Ui  the  appointment  of  the  bbhop,  nooii* 
nated  by  the  empress.    Let  gentlemen  re- 
collect, when  they  charge  us  with  bigotry 
and  intolerance,  that  the  claims,  now  ad- 
vanced by  the  Catholics,  are  claims*  which 
would  have  beep  rejected,  without  hesi* 
tation,  at  a  time  when  a  Catholic  prince 
was  upon  the  throne  of  these  realms,  and 
when  Catholics  themselves  composed  its 
legislature.     I  am  not  now    enquiring 
whether  the  securities,  which  have  beea 
required  of  the  Catholics,  are  adequate,  or 
not,  for  the  purpose,  for  which  they  are 
proposed  ;  but  I  contend  that,  »s  they  are 
not  unreasonable  nor  unprecedented,  ami 
are  yet  with-held  by  the  Catholics  th«>m* 
selves,  that  they  have  not  the  alighteii 
ground  to  complain  of  the  injoatice  of 
their  present  disqualifications. 

Sir,,  we  are  told,  because  we  have  grant- 
ed so  much,  that  we  cannot,  with  consbt- 
ency,  withhold  that,  which  we  now  refoie 
to  concede.  That,  having  ^ven  to  the 
Catholics  the  elective  franchise,  we  have 
given  them  substantial  political  power; 
and  that  it  is  absurd  to  allow  the  Catholic 
to  be  represented,  and  yet  not  allow 
him  to  be  a  representative.  I  will  aot 
now  argue,  whether  the  grant  of  the  elec- 
tive fi'anchise  was  a  wise  one  or  not,  but  I 
can  see  reasons  for  that  concession  which 
in  no  way  apply  to  the  concession  of  the 
further  privileges,  which  are  now  demand- 
ed. We  have  said  to  the  Catholics,  yoa 
are  in  possession  of  property ;  yoa  shall 
have  the  franchise,  which  property  coo* 
fers  ;  you  shall  not  be  taxed  without  your 
own  consent ;  you  shall  exert  an  influence 
in  the  state;  but  we  insist  on  this  qualifi* 
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caiioQ  io  your  repres^ntotive,  that  he  shall 
disavow  opioions  and  tenets,  which  we 
conceive  to  be  hostile  to  the  establish- 
ment  of  this  country  in  church  and  state. 
And  where  is  the  great  hardship  in  thin,  at 
least  to  those  who  are  represented  ?  Does 
it  weaken  the  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
the  Catholics  in  this  House,  because  they 
are  boand  to  abjare  the  Catholic  faith? 
If  we  admit  the  Catholics  to  parliament, 
shall  we  find  them  more  eager  in  their 
cause,  than  someofthi^ir  Protestant  friends, 
at  present  are?  Will  the  Catholics  of 
Waterford  find,  in  one  of  their  /own 
religious  persuasion,  a  more  zealous  advo- 
cate than  the  right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J. 
Kewport)  ?  Or  can  the  Catholics  of  Tip- 
perary  send  to  thii  House  a  louder  cham- 
pion than  the  hon.  general  (Mathew)? 
and  here,  Sir,  let  roe  thank  thie  hon.  ge- 
neral, for  the  distinguished  compliment 
which  he  paid  to  the  government,  of  which 
I  form  a  part,  when  he  had  the  goodness 
to  assure  the  House,  that  every  measure  of 
that  government  had  bis  unqualified  disap- 
probation. 

Sir,  there  is  only  one  other  point  to  which 
I  will  advert.    The  right  hon.  gentleman 
says,  that  the  Catholics  have  disclaimed 
all  the  dangerous  tenets  which  have  been 
imputed  to  them,  and  that  the  answer  of 
the  universities,  and  the  oi^ths  which  the 
Catholics  take,  must  satisfy  every  reason- 
able mind  that  there  is  no  danger  to  the 
state   in   their  present  opinions.      Sir,  I 
own,  that  I  require  more  than  the  mere 
disclaimer  of  such  doctrines  as  these,  that 
the  Pope  has  the  power  of  deposing  sove- 
reigns, or  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with 
heretics.     While  the  supremacy  of  any 
earthly  prince  is  admitted,  witnin  these 
realms,  of  whatever  nature  that  supremacy 
may  be,  spiritual  or  temporal,  it  ought  to 
be  defined,  without  the  possibility  of  error 
or  misconception.      We   know  that,  at 
present,  it  is  not  so,  and  Catholic  writers 
have  told  os  that,  while  the  spiritual  su- 
premacy of  the  Pope,  unexplained  and  un- 
limited as  it  is,  is  admitted,  no  great  secu- 
rity must  be  expected  from  restrictions  on 
the  exercise  of  his  'temporal  authority. 
But  surely  it  behoves  the  Catholic  pre- 
lates to  meet  in  synod,  and  to  remove  the 
possibility  of  misconception  on  this  point. 
They  must  be  aware  that  there  is  a  great 
jealousy  of  the  exercise  of  any  foreign  au- 
thority within  these  realms.    There  have 
been  instances,  in  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try, in  which  the  spiritual  supremacy  of 
the  Pope  has  been  called  in,  to  coante- 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


nanoe  proceedings,  which  might  justify 
an  apprehension  that  the  limits  of  spiritual 
authority    were    not  sufficiently  defined. 
Without  wishing  to  revive  the  remem- 
brance of  animosities,  which  no  one  can 
more  earnestly  wish  to  bury  in  oblivion, 
and  for  the  purpose  only  of  proving  the 
interpretation,  which   the    Catholic  pre- 
lates themselves  have  given  of  the  terms 
'spiritual  supremacy,'  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  a  work,  which  is  a  continuation  of 
the  history  of  Hume.     The  author  is  re- 
cording the  proceedings  of  the  Catholics 
in  Irelandi  before  the  power  of  William 
the  third  was  established  in  that  country ; 
and  when  we  have  before  us  the  last  in- 
stance, in  which  that  body  have  held  pa- 
ramount political  power  within  the  united 
kingdom,  we  are  informed  that  ''  When 
bishoprics  and  benefices  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown  became  vacant,  the  king  (James  the 
second)  ordered  the  profits  to  be  lodged 
in  the  Exchequer,  and  suffered  the  cures 
to   be  totally  neglected.     The  revenues 
were  chiefly  employed  in  the  maintenance 
of  Romish  bishops  and  priests,  who  grew 
so  insolent  under  this  indulgence,  that  in 
several  places  they  forcibly  seized   the . 
Protestant    churches.      When  complaint 
was  made  of  this  outrage,  the  king  pro- 
mised to  do  justice  to  the  injured,  and  in 
some  places  actually  ordered  the  churches 
to  be  restored.    But  the  Popish  clergy  re- 
fused to  comply  with  this  order,  alleging 
that,  in  spirituals,  they  owed  obedience  to 
no  earthly  power  but  the  holy  see ;    and 
James  founa  himself  unable  to  protect  his 
Protestant    subjects    against  a   powerful 
body,  which  he  durst  not  disoblige.''* 

Now,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
says,  that  we  have  libelled  the  faith  of  the 
Catholics,  and  have  imputed  doctrines  to 
them,  which  they  never  held ;  that  the 
Catholics  of  the  present  day  may,  indeed, 
affree  in  matters  of  faith  witbtjie  Catbolica 
of  former  days;  but  then  they  disclaim 
the  construction  which  we  put  upon  the 
tenets  of  their  ancestors.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  put  the  construction  upon  those 
tenets  which,  in  the  instance  which  I  have 
quoted,  appears  to  have  been  given  to  one 
of  them  by  the  Catholic  prelates  them- 
selves, and  I  have  referred  to  that  passage 
as  a  proof,  that  some  explanation  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  spiritual  authority 
of  the  Pope  goes,  is  absolutely  called  for. 
Sir,  we  are  told  that  we  are  not  to  treat 


*  Smollett's  ComiouatioDi  vol.  I,  c.  1« 
s.  41. 
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with,  but  to  le^sUte  for,  the  Catfaolitfi ; 
yet,  5iihen  the  i-ight  hon.  gentlefnaM  is 
asked    tvhat  securities  he  will   prtjpose, 
he    answers,    that  he    has  hot   any    to 
propose,    and  to  one  he  will  not  con- 
sent, viz.  to  the  Vetn.     But  what  spe- 
cies of  legislation  is  this  ?  Why  is  the  Veto 
abandoned?     Because  the  Catholics  will 
not  consent  to  it  ?     And  if  we  abandoh  it 
on  those  grounds,  upon  what  principle  can 
we  insist  upon  dottiesticnomin&tion,  which 
we  hav6  every  reason  to  believe  Is  equally 
dbjeptionable  to  the  Catholics?  Hiere  vir^s 
a  time  when  the  Veto  was  admitted  by  the 
Catholic  prelates  themselves,  not  to  be 
fncompatible  with  the  Catholic  religioti; 
the}*  have   retracted  that  admission,  but 
they  have  not  accompanied  it  with  an^ 
assurance    that   domestic    nomioation  is 
more  consistent  with  it.     tf  you  think  se- 
curities  absolutely  necessary,  and  that, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Catholic  pre- 
lates, no  effectual  security  can  be  obtaihed, 
And  if  these  prelftles  have  Recently  mutA 
a  formal  declaration  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  their  chdrch,  tio  ali^rfttion  Can 
take  place,  at  this  tim^,  in  the  mod6  of 
their  appointment,  I    should  think  that 
every  nersoYi,  excepting  tbod^  Who  wish 
that  all  privileges  should  be  granted  to 
^e  Catholics,    without    aYiy    i'estriction 
whatever,  will  see   the  trnposiribilrty   of 
coming  to  any  final  and  ccOnciliatory  ad« 
justment   of  the  Catholic  d&ims  at   the 
present  moment,  and  will  opposTe  the  fltOlion 
of  the  right  hon.  getitT^m&h. 

Mr.  PKard  begun  by  Jaying,  thkt  he 
felt  himself  relieved  from  any  necessity 
of  entering  into  a  detailed  I'efatatioh  of 
the  arguments  against  emancipation,  Hoi 
only  because  they  had  been  so  often  re- 
futed already,  bat  beccm^e  they  had 
in  a  great  measure  \o!A.  the  hold  they 
once  had  upon  the  judgment,  and  still 
more  upon  the  feelings  of  the  public. — , 
Indeed,  if  he  were  to  name  the  question 
tifpon  which,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  ex- 
tended, the  progress  of  opinion  in  any 
age  or  country  had  been  most  rapid,  Inost 
palpable,  and  most  satisfactory,  it  would 
unaoubtedly  be  this.  If,  for  instancfe,  We 
compared  the  situation  In  which  the  Ca- 
tholics now  stand,  with  that  in  which  they 
itood  only  twenty  years  ago,  when  in  the 
year  1 792  not  only  was  the  prayet  of  their 

fietition  rejected  by  a  v^  majority  of  the 
rish  parliament,— (a  parliament  compre* 
bending  some  of  (hose  that  had  since  been 
numbered  amoftg  its  most  distinguished 
advocates,]— but  the  petition  itself  was 


thrown  oA*  the  table,  as  if  it  had  been  too 
abKurd,  and  too  presomptnons,  ^veh  to  be 
entertained  fbr  a^sitigle  moment,— i^we 
should  see  good  rfeason  for  titing  satisfied 
with  the  progress  of  religions  liberty  In 
our  times,  and  for  looking  with  Increased 
conHdelic^  to  the  final  pretalence  of  jas- 
i'tce  and  truth.  Indeed,  it  had  long  since 
become  cle^r  to  all  thihking  men,  tnat  the 
real  question  no  longer  was,  whether  or 
not  the  Catholic  Claim  should  be  con- 
ceded, but  how  long  it  should  be  delayed. 
Ahian  must  have  ill  observed  the  sigtM  of 
the  times,  he  must  be  ill  atquainted  with 
human  nature  itself,  who,  after  the  change 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  public  opinion 
upon  that  subject,  within  the  few  last 
years,  could  A^ter  himself,  if  tttdeed  tiiat 
was  his  wish.  With  the  hope  of  n  nerma- 
neiit  ^nd  successfbl  resistance.  It  was 
impOttrible  not  to  have  ft^tnatked  the  tm- 
populdrity  of  the  qoestioti  decTeashig  rear 
by  yttit,  atid  atthOM  day  by  day,  tdl  is 
the  last  parliament,  a  par liaftient  cooToked 
uode>r  circumstances  bf  pe^liar  trtitafion 
as  to  that  question,  the  principle  was  so* 
Hsitohly  and  (Mr.  W.  hoped)  irTetocablj 
adopted  by  the  House.  And  Wtfs  the  opi- 
nioh  of  ftll  th6  ereat  men  that  had  written 
flfid  lipoken,  and  acted  in  Tkvonr  of  eman- 
dpation  Drothing }  Wfts  it  to  be  believed 
tmt  ^  measure  which  Mr,  Pitt,  Mr.  Fos» 
snid  MV.  Boil£6  hot  only  approved  and 
pirotobted,  hot  thought  essential  to  the 
prosperity  t)f  l!he  empire,  and  whlcfh  was 
sl?n  held  to  foe  so  by  the  far  greater  part 
of  the  eminent  sietest^en  thftt  remained  to 
08 ;  a  flfteasure  6o  san^ioned  by  this  brandi 
(ff  the  legisHittire  sfaould  tidi  fintlly  pie- 
rafi? 

I  On  most  oth^r  polfticftl  qneiKiobs,  on 
those,  nt  lea^,  th&t  admit  oT  Any  discosnon 
at  all,  My  person  serion^  and  honestly 
trying  to  form  ati  ophiion  hdasaled  on 
etery  side  by  the  splendcrar  of  names 
eqoaHy  ilhistnous,  knd  is  ftt  hisi  obliged 
to  weig'h  his  ttmborhfes,  or  to  rely  npfA 
his  own  judgment  forr  a  decision.  le 
Ahds  one  opinion  l<i  the  wrftings  <tf  W  r. 
Bdrke,  another  an  opposite  one,  was  f  n« 
tertamed  bv  Mr.  Fox,  and  a  third  coibcs 
recommended  by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
But,  on  this  Kubject,  let  him  chuse  what 
leader  he  majr,  he  Is  ineriubly  tiondocted 
to  the  s^me  eoncldsicAi.  Indeed  if  the 
question  were  to  be  settled  by  authority, 
scepticism  Itself  tnust be  confouflded^by  rbe 
vast  preponderance  in  one  scale.  Bat 
then,  Sh*,  It  Is  not  as  aetfaorities  that  I  now 
af/peai  to  the  opinidnl'Of  tbeie  grul  tecOf 
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though  that  is  %  noat  important  branch  pf 
the  urgumentf  but  aa  symptoms  of  wh^t 
the  public  opinion  must  finally  become* 
Has  it  not  almost  universally  bappeaed 
that  those  opinions,  partici^larly  Mpon 
matters  relative  to  government  and  policy, 
nvbiqb  were  at  first  entertained  and  pro- 
mulgated by  wise*  and  greats  a^d  good 
menj  however  contrary  to  the  received 
Qotionsj  have  at  length  completely  pr^- 
Tailed,  and  been  aoopted  even  by  that 
class  in  which  they  were  at  first  encoiiq- 
tered  by  the  most  violent  and  fanatical 
opposition.  And  therefore,  Sir#  I  say  that 
it  would  not  only  be  an  unfortunate^  but  a 
strange  and  preposterous  things  if  in  this 
instance  tb^  ordinary  course  were  to  he 
inverted*  and  if  after  that  this  opinion  had 
gone  on  for  a  series  of  years  diffusing 
i^clf  gradually  according  to  the  usual 
law,  its  progress  should  be  checked  by 
some  new  and^  unexpected  cause,  and  if 
this  edifice  which  has  already  bean  raised 
to  such  a  height,  should  suddenly  aod  as 
it  were  by  magic  influence  fall  dowiy  and 
crumble  away,  and  if  the  barbarous  and 
half  ejsploded  prejudice  of  the  vulgar  were 
to  be.  reared  in  triumph  upon  the  ruins  of 
all  that  has  bcjen  taught  os  by  our  phi- 
losophers and  our  statesmen*  Some  at- 
tempt indeed  has  been  made  in  the  course 
of  this  debate  tg  deprive  the  cause  pf  the 
ornament  and  support  it  derive^  from  ope 
of  these  great  names*  Af  hon-  gentleman 
rose  upon  a  former  evening  chiefly,  as  I 
wderstood,  for  the  purpose  of  undeceiving 
Ibe  House  as  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
Secollectinff  the  sort  of  hereditary  riglpt 
which  that  Hon.  gentleman  has  to  an  ac- 
curate acquaintance  with  the  cbaraicUr 
and  sentiments  of  tbat  iliuftriom  ^^rsoa, 
I  confess  that  when  be  first  announoid  the 
object  with  which  he  was  aboat  to  fpi^» 
{felt  some  uneasiness  both  fior  the  fal^a  ^f 
the  man  and  for  the  sake  of  the  ca^se.  I 
was  half  afraid  tba^  the  hon^  gendamn 
hsd  some  fact  to  relate,  or  som^  dpcniiaafpt 
In  produce,  which  would  forge  npon  me  a 
conviction  M»at  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  less  iMocere 
advocate  for  Catholic  emangipatioi^  tbao 
during  his  life-tiipe  he  had  appeared  to  the 
world.  The  hon.  gentlemim  bcsvever 
soon  relieved  me  froo^  my  anxiety,  and 
gave  me  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  having 
even  for  a  moment  harboured  suspicions 
so  derogatory  to  the  character  of  Mr.  P^tt. 
He  had  np  new  facu  whateier  to  produofs, 
aod  relied  entirely  upon  a^^  unfounded 
snrmiie  and  a  hollow  argo^ic^  for  cbaag- 
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known,  pyblic,  often  declared|  often  re- 
corded sentiments  of  a  persofi  who  was  so 
long  its  most  distinggisbed  member.  Mr. 
Pitt,  said  the  hon.  gentleman,  had  no  plap, 
therefore  be  was  not  sincere:  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  evidently  fgrgot,  or  never 
knew,  the  view  Mr.  Put  look  of  the  quef* 
tiop:  Mr.Pitl.tliough  a  friend  to  emanci- 
patipn,  though  I  am  persuaded  that  if  he 
bad  lived  he  wguld  have  sunportedi  Qr 
himself  proposed  the  motion  of  this  night, 
^as  also  of  opinion  that  aP  obstacle  to  the 
measure  easisied  in  the  feelings  of  tlye 
King,  which  duvin^^^is  Majesty's  poijiical 
life  was  absolutely  msnrmogniablp*  I  am 
not  now  epcjuiring  whether  this  opinion 
iras  ^^)l  Qr  ill'iounded;  but  right  gr 
wrong,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  was  farourable  to  the  principle,  but 
thought  that  the  t,\vf^^  was  not  come  at 
which  the  principle  could  be  carried  into 
effect.  Here  ^hen  is  the  reason  why  be 
had  no  plan,  A  plan  in^plies  details, 
and  the  details  of  a  measure  must  depend 
upon  ike  particular  state  of  things  at  t^e 
moment.  It  would  therefore  have  been 
useless,  nay  worse  than  useless,  for  Mf. 
Pitt  to  haye  taken  the  trouble  to  forn|  a 
plan  which,  according  to  bis  own  notioi^s, 
ought  not  to  be  put  in  execution  till  the 
ei^piration  of  an  indefinite  period,  at  th^ 
end  of  which  it  might  be  found  altogether 
inapplicable  to  the  actual  situation  of  the 
country,  and  the  actual  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

Sut  be  that  as  «t  mayi  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman must  pardgn  me  for  saying  that  L 
do  not  think  the  reason  he  has  liimself 
Stated  for  supposing  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  np 
plan  is  quite  satisfactory.  It  b,  that  som^* 
oody  somewhere  has  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
did  pot  communicate  any  plan  to  him. 
Now  the  value  of  this  conclusion  must  de- 
p^d  entirely  upon  the  character  of  the 
persgn^  If  be  were  Mr.  Pitt's  most  inti- 
male  friend,  w^th  whom  he  wah  in  tjh^ 
habit  of  confidential  communication  upon 
all  snhiects«-if,  moreover,  he  were  himself 
favourable  to  the  measyre,  i^me  proba- 
bility that  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  plan  would 
arise  firom  hissilence,  a  probability  however 
completely  gntvei^b^d  by  other  probabi- 
lities, and  by  Bosidive  testimony  of  various 
kinds.  But  if  the  person  were  not  on  the 
tfkftMi  intimate  footing  with  Mr.  Piu,  if  he 
were  not  the  person  to  whom  he  habitually 
discbsed  his  first  and  moit  aecret  thought^ , 
if  he  were  a  decided  enemy  to  emancipa* 
tiop^  if  his  subtle  find  scholastic  mia4 
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measure  that  his  interest  did  not  engage 
him  to  support,  then  no  inference  what- 
ever could  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Pitt's  not 
haying  stated  to  him  his  plan. 

AH  therefore  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
has  said  upon  this  subject  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  said  in  vain.  His  own  reason 
for  thinking  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  plan  is 
utterly  inconclusive ;  and  if  upon  other 
grounds  we  are  disposed  to  admit  the  fact 
of  his  having  had  none,  still  less  does  it 
follow  that  he  was  at  bottom  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  which  he  uniformly  professed 
himself  a  friend.  We  have  then  still  a 
right  to  the  great  name  and  authority  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  I  rejoice  at  it  both  for  the 
sake  of  the  person  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
measure,  more  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  the 
person,  than  for  the  sake  of  the  measure. 
For  though  it  is  undoubtedly  of  impor- 
tance to  the  cause,  that  it  should  be  sus- 
tained and  adorned  by  the  sanction  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  so 
many  other  great  men,  it  is  of  still  greater 
importance  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt 
that  he  should  be  universally  recognized 
BS  the  sincere  and  consistent,  not,  as  some 
of  his  friends  would  persuade  us,  the  cant- 
ing, hypocritical,  paltering  advocate  of 
emancipation.  But,  Sir,  it  has  been  said, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  cer- 
tain eminent  persons  in  the  higher  orders, 
the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  country, 
particularly  in  the  middle  classes,  is  by 
no  means  favourable  to  emancipation,  and 
that  they  regard  the  progress  the  principle 
has  already  made  in  parliament  with  un- 
easiness and  alarm.  Sir,  I  am  far  from 
denying  that  this  statement  has  some 
foundation  in  truth.  I  see  with  regret  that 
a  large  and  respectable  part  of  the  com- 
munity still  labour  under  delusions  which 
all  the  powers  of  reason  and  discussion 
have  hitherto  been  unable  to  dispel,  and 
that  in  placing  the  Catholics  upon  a  foot- 
ing with  their  Protestant  fellow  subjects 
we  shall  render  to  the  country  a  service 
inrhich  it  is  by'no  means  in  a  state  justly 
to  appreciate.  But  then.  Sir,  in  estimat- 
ing the  value  of  public  opinion  either  as  a 
guide  to  our  own,  or  with  a  view  to  ita 
ultimate  effect  upon  any  great  measure, 
ye  ought  to  consider  whether  it  is  a  grow- 
ing or  a  declining  opinion,  of  what  mate- 
rials it  is  composed,  and  whether  it  rests 
upon  a  temporary  or  a  permanent  founda- 
tion. Now  it  is  evident  that  this  opinion 
or  prejudice  aeainst  the  Catholics  (call  it 
which  you  wil^  is  composed  of  materials 
which  reader  it  impossible  that  it  should 


last  long,  or  again  break  out  into  dttnge- 
rous  activity,  and  that  the  opposition  and 
discontent  excited  by  the  repeal  of  these 
odious  absurd  laws,  will  be  feeble  and 
transient,  whilst  the  blessings  it  will  dif- 
fuse over  the  whole  empire  will  be  great, 
genera],  and  eternal.  This  dread  of  Ca- 
tholic emancipation,  which,  I  am  ready  to 
admit,  is  too  prevalent,  is  an  effect  arising 
from  causes  that  are  becoming  daily  less 
operative,  or  that  have  already  in  a  great 
measure  ceased  to  exist.  It  arises,  in  the 
first  place,  from  ignorance  as  to  the  real 
state  of  the  Catholics,  and  the  real  nature 
of  their  claims,  an  ignorance  which  has 
already  in  a  great  measure  given  way  to 
discussion,  and  which,  it  cannot  be  doabted, 
a  few  more  years  will  entirely  dispel.  In 
the  next  place,  from  that  to  which,  I  pre- 
sume, it  is  no  longer  irregular  to  allude, 
the  known  opinion  of  the  sovereign.  Un- 
fortunately there  no  longer  exists  any 
claim  upon  his  subjects  to  spare  his  feel- 
ings or  to  comply  with  his  wishes ;  but 
an  impulse  once  given  with  such  force 
from  the  highest  power  in  the  state,  con- 
tinues to  act  long  after  the  hand  that  gave 
it  is  withdrawn,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  prejudice  existing  against  the  Ca- 
tholics upon  other  grounds,  is  even  yet 
strengthened  and  confirmed  by  the  autho- 
rity of  a  sovereign,  who  was  so  long  re- 
vered as  the  wise  and  faithful  guardian  of 
the  religion  and  liberty  of  his  people. 

And  then.  Sir,  come  all  those  ancient, 
traditional  hereditary  feelings,  the  off* 
springof  times  and  circumstances  so  &r  dif* 
ferent  from  our  own,  when,— as  under  queen 
Mary,  whom,  from  the  language  of  some 
persons,  one  would^  suppose  to  have  been 
his  Majesty's  immediate  predecessor  upon 
the  throne,  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
was  the  religion  of  persecution  and  blood; 
or  when,  as  at  a  later  period,  though  sub- 
dued at  home,  it  was  powerful  and  hostile 
abroad,  the  religion  under  whose  ban- 
ners were  marshalled  all  the  enemies  to 
the  English  name,  the  engine  by  which 
France  sought  to*  impose  the  yoke  of  a 
despotic  and  stipendiary  prince  upon  the 
neck  of  a  free  and  rival .  people.  These, 
Sir,  I  verily  believe,  far'  more  than  any 
sound  deliberate  view  of  the  case,  are  the 
causes  of  public  opinion  so  far  as  it  is  un« 
favourable  to  the  Catholic  Claims,  Bat 
in  all  this  I  see  nothing  stable,  nothing 
permanent,  nothing  that  time,  aye,  no- 
thing that  a  very  short  time,  is  not  certain 
to  remove ;  nothing  that  ought  to  alarm  tfaa 
friends  to  the  measure  with  the  prospect  of 
a  long  and  dangerous  resistance. 
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'  The  very  different  footing  upon  which 
the  question  is  novr  admitted  to  stand  from 
that  upon  which  it  formerly  stood,  the  al- 
tered tone  ofthe  enemies  to  emancipation  af- 
ford no  slight  or  doubtful  indication  of  what 
we  may  expect, — some  ofthe  arguments  on 
which  they  were  accustomed  most  to  rely, 
some  of  their  favourite  and  most  effectual 
weapons,  are  now  laid  aside,  and  deemed 
useless,  even  by  those  that  once  wielded 
them  with  the  greatest  vigour  and  success. 
What,  for  instance,  is  become  of  that  fa- 
mous argument— or,  as,  if  it  had  not  been 
deemed  a  famous  argument  I  should  ra- 
ther call  it,  that  miserable  mischievous 
sophism,  about  the  coronation  oath,  by 
which  thev  so  long  perplexed  the  con- 
'Bciencesof  thegood  people  of  England,  and 
by  which  it  is  said  that,  unfortunately  for 
himself,  and  unfortunately  for  the  country, 
they  were  enabled  to  secure  to  themselves 
the  assistance  of  the  illustrious  person  to 
whom  that  oath  was  administered  ?  Why, 
except  in  a  few  obscure  pamphlets,  and 
low  inflammatory  hand-bills,  we  have  for 
a  long  time  past  heard  nothing  of  its  ex- 
istence ;  from  the  debates  of  this  House, 
and  from  the  writings  and  discourse  of  all 
reasonable  men,  it  has  utterly  disappeared. 
A  sense  of  shame  too  appears  to  have  de- 
terred men  from  any  longer  asserting,  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  the  religion 
of  some  of  the  wisest  and  most  pious  per- 
sons that  ever  adorned  the  human  race, 
the  religion  of  allies,  whom  we  trust,  and 
of  forefathers  whom  we  revere;  the  reli- 
gion  of  some  of  the  greatest  and  most  re- 
spected communities,  the  religion  which 
by  its  extent  and  its  duration  must  cha- 
racterize Christianity  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  the  religion  of  those  between  whom 
and  every  privilege  they  most  eagerly 
and  every  object  they  most  ardently  de- 
sire, we  have  never  sought  to  interpose  any 
obstacle  but  their  own  inviolable  regard 
to  honour  and  to  duty,  that  this  religion 
renders  its  followers  incapable  of  observ- 
ing that  common  faith  which  binds  us  to- 
gether in  society.  A  sense  of  shame,  I 
say,  has  deterred  men  from  doctrines  like 
these,  and  they  are  content  to  rely  upon 
arguments,  which,  though  when  examined 
they  may  be  found  equally  inconclusive, 
are  at  least  not  quite  so  repugnant  to  good 
feeling,  to  reason,  and  to  experience.  In 
the  mean  time  toleration  advances,  with 
sore  and  rapid  steps;  every  discussion 
adds  new,  or  confirms  the  old  arguments 
in  its  favour,  and  every  day  adds  converts 
to  a  cause  which  never  loses  a  proselyte  it 
has  once  gained. 


With  all  these  symptoms  of  a  declining 
cause  I  would  ask  gentlemen,  whom  I 
must  presume  to  be  actuated  not  by  a 
blind  bigoted  hostility  to  a  sect  or  a  mea* 
sure,  but  by  deliberate  assignable  motives 
of  religion  and  state  policy,  why  perse* 
vere  ?  I  can  very  well  understand  how  in 
their  view  ofthe  case  it  would  be  desirable 
to  retain  the  restrictive  code,  but  bow 
to  retain  it  ?  Not  as  a  thing  to  be  fought 
for  from  day  to  day  under  a  certainty  of 
its  final  destruction,  but  as  that  which  I 
presume,  no  man  now  so  much  as  Hatters 
himself  that  it  can  ever  become  a  perma* 
nent  and  enduring  system  of  legislation. 
Or  do  they  think  they  shall  render  good 
service  to  the  state,  and  advance  the  in* 
terests  of  the  Protestant  faith,  if  at  the 
price  of  continuing  the  agitation  of  the 
public  mind  here,  and  of  exasperating  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland— that  is  to  say  Ire- 
land itself,  they  contrive  to  purchase  a 
short  respite  from  an  inevitable  sentence  ? 
Do  they  flatter  themselves  that  they  shair 
promote  the  happiness  of  the  empire  ana 
the  cause  of  true  religion,  if  by  again 
urging  all  those  topics  that  are  most  cal- 
culated to  excite  jealousy  and  irritation^ 
if  by  exaggerating  any  errors  of  which 
the  Catholics  may  have  been  guilty  in 
the  conduct  of  a  cause  so  delicate  and  so 
trying  to  their  feelings,  they  are  enabled 
to  re- animate  the  expiring  prejudices  of 
the  country,  and  to  delay  the  measure  till 
it  shall  have  lost  every  thing  that  it  yet 
retains  of  grace,  favour  and  conciliation; 
perhaps  to  some  period  of  public  difficulty 
and  danger,  when  it  would  no  longer  be, 
as  it  would  even  now,  a  just  subject  of 
exultation  and  joy,  but  of  terror  as  to  its 
cause  ;  and  of  doubt  as  to  its  result  ?  Or 
are  the  blessings  that  have  already  arisen 
from  excluding  the  Catholics  from  that 
career  of  honour  and  emolument  which  is 
open  to  their  fellow  subjects,  so  great  and 
palpable  ;  is  the  restrictive  code  so  good 
a  thing  in  itself;  does  it  so  recruit  our  ar* 
mies,  does  it  so  augment  our  revenues^ 
does  it  so  recommend  us  to  our  Roman 
Catholic  allies ;  does  it  so  secure  us  against 
all  chance  of  having  our  eflbrts  abroad 
crippled  by  dissentions  at  home  ;  is  it  so 
material  to  our  success  in  the  war  we  are 
waging  in  conjunction  with  the  only  bi* 
goted  Catholics  in  the  world,  that  we 
shall  seek  at  any  price  to  protract  its 
existence  for  a  few  years  ?  Baf,  Sir,  this 
cannot  be  the  case.  The  advocates  for 
the  Anti-Catholic  ca>ise  are  not  so  weak 
nor  so  short  sighted.    It  is  for  the  perma- 
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neat  eatsbliabin^Dt  of  tbeir  system  Ihat 
tbey  ad^>  and  OQt  for  a  short  qday  m  itf 
deatruction. 

And  therefore.  Sir,  it  appeani  to  me 
that  this  single  argument  lying  in  so  nar- 
row a  compassi  and  founded  upon  propo- 
aitions  so  efidentj  is  quite  conclusive  as  tp 
the  whole  question,  eyen  to  thosei  who, 
under  difiTerent  circumstances*  would  be 
inclined  to  oppose  the  Catholiq  claim. 
For,  Sir,  first  I  maintain  that .  emancipa- 
lion  cannot  be  finally  and  certainly  re- 
fused ;  in  tbe  ne^t  place,  that,  whatever 
benefits  might  be  derived  from  such  final 
and  certain  refusal,  those  arising  from 
delay  would  be  slight  and  precarious; 
and  lastly,  that  though  delay  could  occa- 
sion but  little  good,  it  would  probably  be 
the  source  of  great  and  incurable  evils. 
And  from  this  it  would  ibllow,  eytn  if 
tbe  measure  were  far  morf  questionable 
in  its  own  nature  than  I  can  allow,  still, 
Ihat  we  have  reached  that  point  at  which- 
it  is  no  longer  prudent  to  resist  its  pro* 
gress,  and  when  on  the  contrary  it  be<- 
comes  our  duty  to  shorten,  as  much  as 
possible,  that  gloomy,  feverish,  perilous 
mttrval,  which  always  elapses  between 
the  time  when  any  claim,  whether  of  civil, 
pr  religious  liberty,  has  triumphed  in  prin- 
ciple and  opinion,  aud  that  at  which  it  is 
ndopted  by  the  government,  and  inter- 
fcoven  with  the  law  and  constitution  of  the 
fltate. 

Sir,  I  have  begun  with  this  arguno^nt 
because  it  is  short,  plaint  and  urgent, 
arising  from  tbe  actual  state  of  tbiogs  and 
consistent  with  the  greatest  variety  of 
opinions,  not  because  I  am  at  all  disposed 
to  shrink  from  the  discussion  of  the  t^ues* 
tionupon  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  and  inde- 
pendently of  what  may  happen  to  be  the 
disposition  of  tbe  country  at  tbe  moment. 
And  therefore  I  shall  now  proceed,  b  as 
few  words  as  possible,  to  explain  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  state  of  this 
Question,  and  tbe  grounds  upon  which  I 
loall  cordially  support  tbe  motion  of  my 
right  hon*  friend.  And  in  the  first  place, 
though  from  the  natural  anxiety  of  each 
party  to  exhibit  their  own  case  in  the 
Qiost  favourable  light,  the  real  truth  has 
pot  been  sufficiently  kept  in  view  nor 
fiirly  acknowledged,  it  is  quite  evident  to 
•very  person  that  gives  to  tb9  aul^iect  a 
lair  and  dispassionate  consideration,  that, 
(ia  what  we  may,  we  have  only  a  cboiqe 
of  difficulties.  Gentlenien  on  the  one 
Jiand  have  talked  of  final  m^sures,  9Md 
vot|ii»i  mi  of  tbe  firi9  st^^dy  ^9- 


dno^  of  pstrliament  in  making  t  stand  ispon 
its  present  ground  and  peremptorily  re^ 
fusing  all  further  conoessioo  to  tbe  Catho- 
lics— ^and  on  the  other  hai^d  we  have  with 
just  as  little  reason  heanl  emaiicipaiioo 
(as  it  is  called)  treated  as  if  it  were  10  put 
an  end  to  all  difTerences  andjealQiuies  be- 
twixt Catholic  and  Protesunt,  a '« panacea'* 
that  would  cure  all  wounds,  a  chnrm  that 
would  bring  together  the  whole  empire 
in  perpetuaifaappiness  and  union. 

Now  the  fact  is,  that  whiehever  way 
we  turn,  we  are  met»  I  will  not  aay,  by 
considerable  dangers,  but  by  considerably 
embarrassment  and  incQuvenif^nqe*  Tiiat 
in  the  two  islands  of  which  tbia  empire  is 
composed,  two  difierent»  and  for  a  keg 
time  hostile  religions  should  be  profeasci 
is  in  itself  an  evil.  |t  has  aJrendy  beee 
the  source.of  infinite  jealous/  and  discord» 
to  say  nothing  of  greater  misfortunes,  and 
it  is  too  much  to  promise  oneself  that 
under  any  arrangement  that  can  be  adopt* 
ed,  it  will  not  interfere  with  tbe  geneni 
harmony  and  prosperity  of  tbe  kingdom. 
If  three  or  four  millions  of  Roman  &tho- 
lics,  or  of  any  other  dissenters  (supposiag 
them  to  $igree  in  one  kind  of  dissent)  w«re 
distributed  indifferently  over  both  coun- 
tries, it  is  probable  that  tbe  feelings  wbick 
as  a  sect  they  must  entertain,  woald  from 
time  to  time  occasion  some  disagreement 
between  them  and  the  orthodox  majority, 
but  confined  as  they  are  to  one  istaod, 
which  in  point  of  population  they  may 
fairly  call  their  own,  having  tbe  "  litora 
litoribus  contraria,"  uniting  tbe  national 
to  the  sectarian  feeliog,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  anticipate  dissentions  which  nothing 
but  prudence  in  the  goverpoMnt  and  for- 
bearance in  tbe  leaders  on  both  sides  cia 
prevent  from  producing  the  most  seriou 
consequences*  Both  in  a  religious  and  in 
a  political  poiqt  of  view  it  would  be  for- 
tunate for  the  whole  empire,  if  both  cooq- 
tries  professed  the  reformed  faitb  ;  and  in 
a  purely  political  point  of  view,  it  would 
perhaps  evpn  be  fortunate  if  they  were 
both  Catholic,  bet  as  we  eannot  hope  for 
the  one  and  as  we  cannot  so  mu^b  as  vi>b 
for  the  other,  what  we  have  to  consider  is 
how  we  can  best  accommodate  our  lam 
to  the  actual  and  probable  state  of  tbiogst 
and  how  in  a  situation  of  aome  dificufiy 
we    can   extricate    ourselves    with    the 

smallest  pQ4sibl9  quantity  of  danger  ^ai 
inconvenience* 

Tbe  two  objects  then  which  in  any  ar- 
rangem^t  that  may  be  proposed  to  us 
we  o«(ht  to  keep  \!).  view»  are«  tbe  proi- 
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petity  tt  rtittttiite,  ^nd  the  sectxriiy  of  the 
estiibliihed  t^liglbn.    I  say  the  two  ob- 
jects ;  thotigh  I  am  by  no  means  ignorant 
that  the  qaestron  may  be  argnetl  upon 
higher  grounds.    Neither  arguments  nor 
authorities  iire  wanting  in  support  of  a 
bolder  doctrine ;  namely,  that  tio  appre* 
hensions  we  may  entertain  as  to  the  security 
of  what  we  believe  to  be  the  true  ftiith, 
can  justify  us  in  imposing  disadvantages 
of  any  kind  upon  persons  of  another  reli- 
gion.    But  this  is  not  the  pioitit  of  view  in 
which  I  shall  distuss  the  subject;    be- 
cause, be  this  principle  true  or  be  ft  false, 
I  am  sure  it  would  neither  be  a  prudent 
nor  a  successful  way  of  pleading  the  Ca- 
tholic cause ;  to  ask  those  who,  bf!longing 
to  the  established  church,  of  eourse  be« 
lieVe  it  to  be  the  depositary  and  the  source 
of  doctrines  true  and  salutary  to  mankind, 
to  legislate  upon  a  matter  of  this  soil  with 
a  view  to  temporals  only.    In  order  to 
satisfy  them,  and  they  have  a  right  to  be 
satisfied,  it  ought  to  be  shewn ;  not  only 
that  emancipation  will  promote  the  civil 
happiness  of  the  country,  but  that  it  will 
not  sap  the  foundation  of  that  which  they 
consider  as  far  more  valuable  than  any 
accession  of  prosperity.    And  therefore. 
Sir,  if  having  succeeded  tn  establishing 
one  of  these  points ;  if  having  ptoved  ever 
so  clearly  that  by  afbdishing  the  restric- 
tive  code  we  should  become  more  wealthy, 
and  more  powerful,  we  failed  in  proving 
the  other,  and  were  forced  to  admit  that 
strength  and  riches  must  be  purchased  at 
the  price  of  endangering  the  Protestant 
religion,  I  for  one  should  at  once  admit 
that  we  had  fisiled  In  a  most  important 
part  of  Our  case,  and  were  by  no  means 
in  a  shustion  in  which  we  could  reason- 
ably call  for  the  lapport  of  a  Protestant 
pai^iament.    Btn,  $ir,  I  flatter  myself  that 
we  are  not  placed  in  this  painful  and  em- 
barrassing dilemma,  but  that  the  measures 
which  are  necessary  to  the  completion  of 
our  political  prosperity  will  leave  our  re- 
ligious establishments  in  a  state  of  un- 
diminished security.    And  it  is  by  that 
test  I  am  willing,  that  what  I  have  to  urge 
in  support  of  the  motion  should  be  tried. 
It  is,  I  apprehend,  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  argument  in  order  to  shew,  that 
to  place  any  number  of  men  under  any 
civil  disabilities,  is  in  itself  an  evil,  and 
that  the  evil  is  great  in  proportion  as  the 
number  is  large,  and  the  disabilities  op- 
prettive.    It  makes  them  worse  men  and 
worse  subjects,  it  fills  them  with  discon- 
tene»  and,  by  narrowing  the  sphere  of 


their  eitertions,  it  mak^  them  ineapable 
of  doing  that  service  to  the  state  Which 
diey  would  otherwise  be  able  and  willing 
to  render.     Hie  burthen  of  proof  un^ 
doubtedly  lies  upon  those  who  desire  to 
continue  an  order  of  thinss  which  at  first 
sight  appears  so  unfavourable  to  the  hap* 
ptness   and    prosperity  of  the  cuuntry. 
They  are  bound  to  shew  that  the  evil  of 
ofiending  a  whole  nation  and  diminishing 
its  usefbT  activity,  ii  less  than  that  whitn 
might  fairly  be  expected  to  arise  from  ad« 
mittipg  the  Catholics  to  a  full  partkipa* 
tion  in  all  civil  rights.    What  then  are 
the  steps  by  which  they  proceed  in  order 
to  establish  this  prt>posltion  i   Is  the  tx* 
elusion  of  the  Catholics  a  deduction  Ihim 
a  more  general  principle ;  namely,  Ifaii 
no  persons  difftring  flrom  the  chcnrh  caa 
be  admitted  into  the  state,  vrithout  danger 
to  the  establishment?  Some  of  the  argu- 
ments against  the  Catholic  claims  wouM» 
t  think,  go  that  length  If  tliey  were  pushed 
to  their  legitimate  conseouences.     But, 
Sir,  this  principle,  though  i  am  persuaded 
it  lurks  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  ene^ 
mies  to  emancipation,  cannot  be  openly 
avowed  except  ny  those  who  are  ready 
at  the  same  time  to  avow  &  wish  to  see 
the  establishment  assume  a  much  more 
exclusive  and  persecuting  form  than  that 
in  which  it  is  now  invested  by  taw.    Dis- 
senters are  admitted  to  the  most  important 
of  all  privileges,  that  of  sitting  in  parlia* 
ment.    h  is  true,  indeed,  that  it  is  only 
by  a  sort  of  connivance  and  relaxation  m 
the  law  that  they  are  allowed  to  hold  of- 
fice.   But  then  the  uninterrupted  relaxa- 
tion for  seventy  years  of  a  law  which  no 
man  now  so  much  as  dreams  of  enfbrchig^ 
must  be  considered  as  having  itself  be- 
come law,  and  in  any  sound  and  practical 
view  of  the  subject  the  Protestant  dis- 
senters must  be  looked  upon  as  standing 
very  nearly  upon  a  footbg  with  their  or- 
thodox brethren.    Why  then,  Sh*,  it  is 
something  in  the  particular  kind  of  dis- 
sent,   something  In   the   nature    of  the 
Romish  faith  itself,  which  renders  it  ne* 
cessary  to  exclude  the  Catholics  from  dig- 
nity and  power.    They,  it  seemi,  acknow* 
ledge  in  a  foreign  bishop  an  authority  ut- 
terly inconsistent  with  the  allegiance  they 
owe  to  their  natural,  domestic,  legitimate 
sovereign.    *'  This,**  we  are  told,  "^  is  an 
influence  not  confined  to  spirituafr,  but 
extending,  as  that  influence  which  directs 
the  consciences  of  men  must  necessarily 
extend,  over  every  office  and  every  rela- 
tion of  life,  public  and  private,  they  must 
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be  either  bad  Catholics  or  bad  subjects, 
tbey  cannot  at  once  serve  two  masters, 
tbeir  own  church  and  our  state,  the  king 
and  the  pope/^  Now,  Sir,  I  own,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  speaking  however  with  all 
possible  deference  to  better  judgments, 
and  more  extended  information  than  my 
own,  that  the  method  which  some  of  the 
mdvocates  of  the  Catholic  claim  have 
taken  to  answer  this  objection,  is  neither 
the  easiest  to  themselves,  nor  the  most 
satisfactory  to  others. 

They  have  endeavoured  to  shew,  that 
the  submission  to  the  see  of  Rome  re- 
quired by  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  is 
not  of  a  nature  to  interfere  with  the  duties 
which  subjects  owe  to  the  government  of 
their  own  country,  even  where  that  go* 
Ternment  is  in  the  hands  of  those  whom 
they  deem  heretics. 

I  apprehend »  however,  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  some  doubt,  when  viewed  as  a 
mere  point  of  doctrine.     On  the  one  hand 
stand  the  exorbitant  power,  and  still  more 
exorbitant  pretensions  of  the  Popes  in  for- 
mer ages ;  the  authority  of  certain  general 
councils  recognised  by  their  church,  and 
in  whose  decrees  the  ecclesiastical  power 
is  raised  to  an  enormous  height  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  civil  magistrates ;    and  the 
Ordination  Oath  administered  to  the  Irish 
clergy,  by  which  they  swear  to  be  bound 
to  St.  Peter,  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
their  lord  the  Pope,  and  to  persecute  he- 
retics-—together  with  several  other  facts 
of  that  class  which  the  enemies  to  tolera- 
tion have  not  failed,  at  evecy  opportunity, 
to  place  in  the  most  striking  point  of  view. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  are  assured,  that 
these  maxims,  though  promulgated  and 
acted  upon  by  ambitious  pontiffs  in  an  ig- 
norant age,  were  never  duly  sanctioned 
by  the  authority  of  the  Church ;   and  it 
must  be  admitted,  that  the  answers  of  the 
Catholic  Universities  to  the  questions  pro- 
posed to  them  by   Mr.  Pitt  in  1788;.  the 
declaration  of  many  most  respectable  indi- 
Yidnals  of  their  body,  and  even  the  terms 
of  the  Irish  Oath  as  altered  and  explained 
by  the  Pope  himself  in  1791,  seem  to  af- 
ford to  the  state  every  security  that  jeal- 
ousy itself  could  require. 

Between  these  conflicting  testimonies  it 
is  perhaps  difficult  to  decide,  and,  I  must 
own,  that  so  far  as  the  matter  now  imme- 
diately under  our  conaideraMon  is  concern- 
ed, I  am  not  very  anxious  for  a  decision. 
For,  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  ques- 
tion, though,  no  doubt,  very  interesting  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  history  of  human 
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opinions^  has  but  a  very  remote  connec- 
tion with  the  point  upon  which  we  are  this 
night  called  upon  to  give  a  vote.     It  is  a 
carious  question,  it  is  an  amusing  qaestioo, 
it  is  a  learned  question— -it  is  a  theological, 
and|  if  you  please,  a  philosophical,  but  it 
can  hardly,  in  this  age,  be  considered  ai 
a  political  question.    What  we  have  lo 
consider  is  not  what    are    the   opioioni 
which  the  Catholics  avow,  or,  to  speak 
more  correctly,  what  are    the   opinions 
which  the  Catholics  refuse  to  disavow,  bet 
what  are  those  upon  which,  looking  fairly 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  situation  ia 
which  emancipation  would  place  them, 
the  wealthy  and  intelligent  part  of  tbeir 
community,  that  part  of  it  with  which  «e 
shall  really  have  to  deal — is  likely  to  act. 
It  is  as  statesmen,  desirous  indeed  oif  main- 
taining.an  established  church — but  still  as 
statesmen,  not  as  theologiciaos,  that  we  are 
to  consider  this  subject    Ii  is  to  conduct 
that  we  are  to  look,  and  to  doctrine  only 
so  far  as  it  influences  conduct.     For,  Sir, 
there  cannot  be  a  grosser  or  a  more  mis- 
chievous error,  or  one  that  shews  a  more 
profound  ignorance  of  human  nature,  than 
to  judge  as  to  the  probable  condoct  of 
men,  by  creeds,  and  confessions,  and  arti- 
cles, by  the  arguments  of  doctors,  and  the 
decisions  of  councils,  or  to  imagine  that 
because  from  pride,  or  prejudice,  or  timi- 
dity, or  superstition,  they  refuse  formally 
to  renounce  a  principle,  they  are  therefore 
certain,  or  even  desirous  to  carry  it  into  ef- 
fect.    These  things,  no  doubt,  are  to  be 
considered   and  weighed,  but  not  stngly, 
not  solely,  not  with  a  pedantic  exclusion 
of  that  living  commentary  by  which  their 
dry   literal  meaning  is  always  modified 
and  explained — ^that  commentary  which 
consists  in  the  situation  of  the  country,  in 
the  disposition  of  the  people,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  the  age.     This  is  a  commentary 
to  which  at  all  times  it  is  essential  to  at- 
tend, and  to  which  in  this  instance  the 
text  itself  is  altogether  secondary  and  sub- 
ordinate. 

If  there  is  any  flict  clearly  made  oat  by 
history  and  experience  it  is  this — that 
men  are  not  guided  uniformly  by  the 
doctrines  contained  in  the  books  that  are 
considered  as  the  depoiitaries  of  their  faith. 
The  general  operation  of  this  principle,  no 
doubt,  is  mischievous,  but  if  we  sutler 
under  the  evil,  let  us  not  on  that  account 
forgt^t  the  advantage  by  which  it  is  to  a 
certain  dtrgree  compensated.  Unfortu- 
nately men  are  neither  so  pore,  nor  so 
just,  nor  so  virtuous^  nor  so  tolerating,  as 
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tt^  religion  w^wld  Make  t^m,  bvt  Hiipo 
«Ni  ilie  «ih«r  liaiid  the^  are  neither  so 
crae4y«o  «fbMrd,io  ferocioiia,  ner  90  perse* 
cmhigy  as  they  woekl  become  by  follow- 
fng  literally  ^  maxfads  of  bigotry  and 
sopefttiliofi.  Tbe  Catholics  recognise  in 
the  Pope  an  aatborky  paramount  to  that 
of  the  king— be  it  so,  tboogfa  they  have 
deoiad  tbe  fact,  aad  though  they  are 
ready  to  4«ny  it  again-^bvt  how  long  is  it 
vmcit  ttNitttOthority  has  been  employed  fti 
kaatMily  txstbe  gorenMiient?  Their  prin- 
cvplos  leaeh  tbeia  to  hate  an  heretical  so- 
imiig«i>»^e  it  so,  thougb  tbe  Pope  whom 
we  accase  tbom  qf  deeming  infallible  has 
iHade  an  express  declaration  to  the  con- 
tmry ;  bnt  have  they  not  for  ha)  fa  century 
ranked  among  his  Majesty'smost  loyal  sab* 
jects  f  T%ey  must  be  desirous  to  destroy 
oar  churcb,  and  to  raise  their  own  upon 
its  ruins.  If  by  that  it  is  merely  meant, 
that  tbey  had  rather  the  Cajtholic  religion 
was  the  established  religion  tf  the  coon* 
try,  than  the  Protestant,  no  doubt  the  pro- 
position is  true,  and  {mutatit  fmatmdu)  it 
IS  eqaaliy  true  of  every  other  class  of  dis^ 
senters.  But  what  are  the  symptoms  that 
should  lead  any  man  seriously  to  belie  to 
that  the  educated  and  wealthy  part  of  the 
Catholics'— those  who  in  every  important 
transaction  must  take  the  lead,  are  foolish 
enough,  a^d  wicked  enough,  and  desperate 
enoughi  to  wade  through  all  the  discord, 
misery,  and  slaughter,  which  the  bare  at- 
tempt to  accomplish  such  a  design  must 
occasion.  What,  I  ask,  are  the  overt  acts 
by  which  they  have  shewn  this  disposition? 
I  do  not  mean  what  are  the  overt  acts  of 
the  century  before  the  last ;  but  what  is 
the  submission  to  ecclesiastical  power  in 
matters  regarding  the  state— what  is  the 
dangerous  correspondence  with  the  Pope, 
what  are  the  treasons,  what  are  the  rebel- 
lions, by  which  the  Catholics  of  the  pre- 
sent day  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  that 
confidence  and  indulgence  which  is  ex- 
tended to  other  sects.  For,  I  say,  that  un- 
til we  can  produce  examples  of  real  prac* 
tical  miscbiefii,  it  is  ouite  idle  to  talk  of  I 
know  not  what  bulls,  and  canons,  and 
Councils,  of  which  though  the  letter  is  still 
preserved,  out  of  a  reverence  to  antiquity 
not  unnatural  in  tbe  most  ancient  church 
>n  Christendom,  the  spirit  has  long  since 
ceased  to  animate  the  Catholic  body. 

And  then,  Sir,  comes  another  very  im- 
portant consideration-suppose  this  dan- 
gerous disposition  to  exist  with  unabated 
force  tn  tbe  minds  of  the  Catholics,  sitl), 
what  are  the  additional  means  of  carrying 
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it  into  eSbct  which  they  would  acquire  by 
the  repeal  of  tbe  restrictive  code  ?-— atra 
how  far  is  that  repeal  likely  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  disposition  ? 

Gentlemen  are  apt  to  argue  this  question 
as  if  the  Catholics  in  their  present  statd 
were  absolutely  powerless — a  sort  of  He- 
lots, or  at  best  Paraguay  Indians,  and  that 
we  were  deliberating  whether  or  not  w^ 
should  now  for  the  first  time  call  them 
into  political  existence.  But  the  Catholic* 
have  power,  great  power  •  founded  upon 
the  sure  basis  of  increasing  wealth  and 
population,  and  they  have  a  political  axis* 
tence,  established  by  repeated  acts  of  th% 
legislature  acknowledging  in  ever3r]line  the 
justice  and  necessity  of  conferrins  ii  upon 
them.  The  question  of  prudence  therefore 
is,  not  whether  you  will  have  the  Catho- 
lics ^liscbntented  and  powerless,  bat  whe* 
tber  you  will  add  Something  to  their  power, 
in  order  to  lessen  their  discontent.  Now, 
Sir,  in  order  to  settle  this  question  it  may 
be  well  t6  enquire,  on  the  one  hand,  what 
is  the  actual  amount  of  discontent  existing 
among  the  Catholics,  and  on  the  other, 
what  IS  the  degree  of  power  that  still  re- 
mains to  be  conceded  to  them. 

The  discontent  is  great,  active,  and 
growing ;  and  cannot  be  allayed  except 
by  concession  ;  the  probable  accession  of 
political  power  is  small.  I  say  the  proba- 
ble accession,  for  it  is  with  probabilities, 
and  not  with  bare  possibilities  and  extreme 
cases  that  we  are  concerned.  It  would 
consist  of  a  few-Homan  Catholic  members 
in  the  other  House,  a  few  more  in  this, 
and  they  not  more  under  Catholic  influ- 
ence than  the  present  members  may  fkirly 
be  supposed  to  be,  who  are  returned  by 
the  votes  of  Catholic  freeholders;  and 
what  commort  sense  and  humanity  seem 
to  require,  a  fi6W  Roman  Catholic  sherifli, 
and  other  officers  of  justice.  This,  toge- 
ther with  a  few  general  officers,  would  ba 
the  whole  immediate  accession  of  power* 
In  the  cdurse  of  a  certain  number  of  years, 
as  the  jealousy  against  them  diminished, 
as  they  acquired  more  property,  and  more 
knowled^^e,  they  would  increase  also  ia 
political  mfluence,  they  would  fill  more 
seats  in  parliament,  rise  to  the  command 
of  armies,  and  perhaps  become  ministera 
of  state.  But  then  against  this  probable 
increase  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  most 
be  set  the  equally  probable  increase  of  a 
liberal  and  tolerating  spirit  on  the  other* 
More  Catholics  would  acquire  power,  but 
they  would  be  less  intensely  Catholic  in 
any  oflenstve  sense  of  the  word.  The 
(30) 
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blood  of  the  Martyrs,  it  has  often  been 
remarked,  was  the  seed  of  the  chorch. 
And  if  persecution,  or  disqualification, 
(which  is  a  branch  of  persecution,  and 
differs  from  it  only  in  degree)  fails  of  in« 
ducing  men  to  abandon  their  faith  entire- 
ly, it  is  sure  to  make  them  cling  to  it 
more  pertinaciously.  It  is  never  indif- 
ferent. The  Catholics  certainly  are  not 
persecuted,  but  the  disabilities  under 
which  they  still  labour,  are  quite  sufficient 
to  irritate  them,  and  to  keep  alive  in  their 
minds  a  spirit  of  obstinate  adherence  to 
the  peculiar,  and,  if  you  will,  mischievous 
doctrines  of  their  own  sect.  It  is  not  their 
common  religion,  it  is  their  common 
grievance,  that  binds  them  so  closely  to 
each  other,  separates  them  from  their  fel- 
low subjects,  and  invests  them  with  all 
those  qualities  that  render  them  an  object 
of  alarm.  An  admission  to  equal  honors, 
that  enlarged  intercourse  with  society 
which  the  pursuit  of  these  honours  neces- 
sarily induces,  the  contagion  of  liberal 
opinion:  all  these  things 'will  rapidly 
wear  away  those  asperities,  and  dissipate 
those  prejudices,  by  which  the  Catholics 
are  now  disadvantageously  distinguished 
from  their  pellow  subjects.  All  those 
temptations  of  office,  and  power,  and  dig- 
nity, which,  it  is  found  by  experience, 
absolutely  fail  of  inducing  men  formally 
to  renounce  the  creed  which  is  held  by 
their  friends  and  kinsmen,  which  has  been 
banded  down  to  them  by  their  ibrefiithera, 
and  which  they  have  perhaps  already 
taught  to  their  children,  are  all-powerful 
in  leading  them  tacitly  to  abandon,  or  at 
least  to  refrain  from  insisting  upon  those 
parts  of  U  that  are  i^alculated  to  disgust  or 
alarm  tfie  rest  of  the  world.  You  would 
have  Catholics  invested  with  diffnities»  and 
enjoying  power— yes— bat  what  aort  of 
Catholics  ?  Bigotted  fanatical  Catholics  ? 
^-No ;  but  merely  persons  di&ring  from 
yon  upon  certain  matters  of  doctrine 
which,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  are 
utterly  unimportant.  The  same  degree 
of  talent,  and  knowledge,  and  intercourse, 
with  persons  of  another  religion,  which 
would  be  necessary  in  a  Catholic  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  rise  to  any  station  in 
which  he  would  enjoy  much  influence 
in  the  country,  are  hardly  compatible  in 
.this  enlightened  age,  with  bigotry,  fanati- 
cism, and  a  firm  practical  belief  in  the 
dangerous  principles  as  to  civil  govern- 
ment whicn  are  still  supposed  to  make 
part  of  the  Romish  creed.  Besides,  a  bi- 
goted attachment  to  these  tenets,  known 


to  exist  in  any  individual  (and  it  can 
hardly  be  concealed  where  it  does  exist}, 
would  be  a  most  efifectual  bar  to  his  ad- 
vancement in  an  empire  where  ProteslaDt 
ascendancy  would  be  secured  by  a  Pro- 
testant king,  and  a  vast  Proteilant  majo- 
rity in  the  government,  in  the  parliament, 
^nd  in  the  people. 

It  would  not  be  a  legal,  liatntesdile, 
and  defined,  but  it  would  not  on  that  ac- 
count, be  a  less  just  or  a  leas  real  ohsCacle. 
The  Catholics  themselves  woald  hardly 
complain  of  a  disadvantage  which  extend- 
ed only  to  a  few  violent  wrongheaded 
members    of  their  community,  and,  ia 
practice,  those  disabilities  would  be  em- 
ployed with  the  most  salutary  eflfect,  lo 
check  bigotry,  and  discourage  folly  in  ia- 
dividnals,  which  are  now  most  on  wisely 
and  most  mischievously  inflicted    upon 
the  whole  body,   confounding  the  wise 
with  the  foolish,  the  educated  with  tha  ig- 
norant, the  lo^al  with  the  disafllected,  m 
one  indiscrimmate  sentence  of  insolt  and 
exclusion.    A  part  at  least  of  the  alarm 
which  gentlemen  feel  upon  this  subject 
would,  I  think,  subside,  if  they  were  more 
constantly  to  keep  in  mmd  what  is  the  de- 
scription of  Catholicsthat  would  principally 
be  afiected  by  the  repeal  of  the  restrictifc 
code.    It  is  not  the  Catholic  private  sol- 
dier, it  is  the  Catholic  officer,  it  is  not  the 
Catholic  peasant,  but  it  is  the  CathoKc 
peer,  it  is  not  the  Catholic  constitoeBt,  but 
ne  that  I  hope  will  soon  become  the  Ca- 
tholic representative,  into  whom  yon  aiv 
to  breathe  political  life  by  this  measure. 
The  soldier,  indeed,  and  the  peasant,  ami 
the  constituent,  will  be  gratified,  and  ele- 
vated by  it,  and  ultimately  will  derive 
from  it  the  greatest  benefit.    But  the  im- 
mediate advantage  is  to  be  reaped  by  tbs 
hiffher  orders.    It  is  they  that   yon  ars 
called  upon  to  trust  with  additional  power, 

Sersons  as  fit  to  exercise  it  as  yourseWet, 
fot  dupes  to  an  obsolete  imposture,  net 
slaves  to  a  foreign  hierarchy,  but  persoos 
in  whose  minds  education  and  knowledge 
have  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  fa- 
natical ignorance  and  barbarous  supersti- 
tion. 

If  any  danger  still  exists  from  the  doc- 
trines maintained  by  the  Catholics  upon 
the  subject  of  papal  supremacy,  it  is  t 
danger  which  the  repeal  of  the  restrictiTc 
code  is  much  more  likely  to  remove  than 
to  augment  For,  in  fact,  those  doctrinef 
are  so  absurd  in  themselves,  and  accord  so 
little  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  the 
political  state  of  the  world,  thai  nothing 
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but  the  obstinacy  which  unjast  restraint 
never  fidls  to  engender  in  the  breast  of 
%hoae  upon  whom  it  is  imposed^  can  pre- 
irent  them  from  falling  into  utter  con* 
temp^  and  oblivion.  By  admitting  the 
Catholics  into  yoor  state,  you  will  by  so 
mach  detach  them  from  the  political  in* 
terests  of  their  own  church ;  suffer  them 
to  taale  the  sweets  of  ciTil  power^  and  they 
ivili  cease  to  recognize  (if  indeed  they 
can  still  be  considered  as  recognizing)  that 
ecclesiastical  authority  that  pretends  to 
be  superior  to  it ;  let  them  share  equally 
iivith  yourselves  in  the  favour  of  their  law* 
ful  domestic  sovereign,  and  eaoally  with 
youraalves  they  will  spurn  the  usurped 
domination  of  a  foreign  priest* 

Up<m  the  whole  then^  I  say,  that  in  this 
balance  of  evils,  we  have  a  much  less  diffi- 
coU  choice,  a  much  less  doubtful  altema- 
tiTe  presented  to  us  than  commonly  occurs 
in   the  conduct  of  human  affairs.     On 
the  one  side  we  have  the  danger  of  giv* 
in  g  more  power  to  the  Catholics.    I  say, 
more  power,  for  be  it  not  forgotten  that 
power,  great  power,  they  already  have  and 
always  must  have,  do  what  you  may — a 
danger  which  for  the  reasons  which  1  have 
endeavoured,  though  feebly  and  imper- 
fectly to  state,  I  conceive  to  be  very  small. 
On  the  other  you  have,  first,  the  loss 
which  -arisea  from  repressing  the  spirit  of 
honourable  exertion  in  a  very  large  body 
of  your  own  subjects,  even   supposing 
them  to  acquiesce  patiently  under  the  dis- 
qualification.   This  is  what  every  states- 
man, and  every  man  of  sense,  whether 
reasoning    d  priori   upon  the  probable 
effect  of  such  restraints,  or  founding  his 
opinion  upon  the  effect  they  have  actually 
had  in  the  comtry  in  which  they  have 
been  tried  to  such  an  extent,  and  with 
such  perseverance,  must  regard  as  a  great, 
aod  almost  intolerable  grievance.     It  is 
that  which  if  necessary  is  to  be  deplored, 
but  if  unnecessary  is  to ,  be  abominated, 
and  the  regret  one  would  naturally  feel  at 
its  existence  is  only  increased  by  recol- 
Itcting  what  things  Ireland  has  done,  and 
what  men  Ireland  has  produced,  while 
palsied  by  the  operation  of  a  system  which 
allows  only  one  fourth  of  her  population 
to  enter  upon  that  career,  whether  of  civil 
or  of  military  glory,  which  in  our  own 
time  has  been  graced  by  Mr.  Burke,  by 
lord  Wellington,  and  him,  whom,  though 
preieot,  I  cannot  refrain  from  adding,  my 
right  hon.  friend  who  moved  this  question. 
Then,  Sir,  in  the  next  place,  and  in  the 
sans  scale^  we  must  pot  the  dangers  that 


must  arise  from  the  growing  discontent  of 
a  large  and  powerful  body.  Sir,  th'  s  a 
point  upon  which  1  touch  cautiously  .nd 
unwillingly,  and  which  1  had  rather  leave 
to  the  private,  but  candid  consideration, 
of  every  gentleman,  than  urge  to  theuimOst 
in  public  debate.  For,  1  nm  persuaded, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  injudicious  in 
the  advocates  of  the  Catholic  claim,  no- 
thing worse  for  the  Catholics  themselves, 
nothing  more  likely  to  frustrate  the  whole 
benefit  of  the  measure,  than  to  treat  it,  in 
what  might  be  considered  as,  an  angry  or 
a  threatening  tone ;  and  I  regard  it  as 
one  of  the  most  important  results  of  the 
happy  change  which  the  last  year  has 
produced  in  the  affitirs  of  Europe,  that  tha  ' 
destruction  of  the  Trench  army  in  Russia, 
and  the  victories  of  lord  Wellington,*- 
victories  gained  by  an  Irishman— have 
enabled  us  to  oftr  to  Ireland  as  a  bopn 
and  a  favour,  as  the  result  of  our  unbiassed 
opinion  upon  a  gre^t  question;  as  the 
spontaneous  effect  of  political  justice  and 
wisdom  in  the  legislature,  that,  which  if 
it  were  conceded  at  a  moment  when  the 
fleets  of  Spain,  bearing  the  armies  of 
France,  were  ready  to  issue  forth  from 
erery  port  in  the  peninsula,  to  inVade  a 
kingdom  without  an  ally  (a  crisis  which 
at  no  remote  period  seemed  fast  approach- 
ing) would  have  lost  all  its  immediate 
efiect  in  composing  the  dififerences  between 
the  two  countries,  whilst  it  seemed  to  be 
wrung  from  the  terrors  of  an  unconvinced 
and  reluctant  parliament.  Thus  much, 
however,  I  think,  may  be  said  without 
exaggeration,  and  without  offence,  that  the 
situation  of  the  Catholics  is  such  as  must 
generate  in  them  feelings  unfavourable  to 
the  public  repose ;  and  it  may  not  4in* 
fairly  be  asked,  whether  if  the  discontent 
prevailing  in  that  body  now,  is  felt  as  an 
embarrassment  in  the  gov|rBment  of  Ire- 
land, it  is  not  likely  to  become  far  more 
serious,  when  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
by  the  operation  of  obvious  and  unmiling 
causes,  the  Catholics  have  acquired  pro- 
perty in  proportion  to  their  ^pulation, 
and  along  with  it,  every  means  that  can 
enable  them  to  obtain,  and  every  stimulus 
that  can  urge  them  to  desire,  a  oomplete 
participation  in  political  power.  That 
they  are  still  loyal,  I  believe,— «till  dia^ 
posed  to  prosecute  their  object  by  lawful 
means  alone— but  we  ought  not  to  forget 
that  disappointment  long  continued  be- 
comes despair,  and  that  discontent  unal- 
layed  is  the  parent  of  disloyalty. 
.    And  this.  Sir,  naturally  leads  me  to  say 
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1^  word  oc  two  aa  to  aAolber  wgumftMl 
i^aiust  the  Catholic  claim,  >whiclH  I  find* 
haa  had  considerable  effect,  not  only  out 
<rf  doors,  hot  upon  the  minds  of  several 
gentlemen,  members  of  this  House.  It 
has  been  said,  that  thoagh  considered  in 
the  abstract  and  with  a  view  to  its  own  in^^ 
trinsic  merits,  the  Catholic  claim  might  be 
entitled  to  a  favourable  consideration,  yet 
that  the  Catholics  themselves  by  their  vio- 
lent precipitate  conduct  have  mrfeited  all 
the  right  they  might  otherwise  have  had 
to  indulgence.  Sir,  if  in  the  diacuasion  of; 
a  great  and-  mokaentoua  question,  eape<« 
ciadly  in  parliament,  aay  thing  could  ia»- 
doce  me  to  depart  from.  thai,  moderation, 
and  temper  which  a  regard  to.  decorum 
imposes  upon  me,  and>wi)atv  Iiown>  weigha 
yet  more  powerfully  upon  my  mipd,  a 
regani  to  tho  interests  of  that  great 
cause,  which  I  am  humbly  and  feebly,  but 
earnestly  endeavouring  to  plead,  it  would 
be  the  argument,  if  argument  it  can  be 
called,  to  which  I  have  now  alluded.-— I 
do  not  think,  that,  generally  speaking, 
gentlemen  have  been  very  happy  in  the 
objectioDs  they  have  urged,  against  the 
measure,  either  considered  as  a  mere 
matter  of  reason,  or  as  a  matter  ofi  reason 
and  feeling  combined,  but  in  this  they  ap- 
pear to  me  to  have  been  more  peculiarly 
unfortunate  than  in  any  other  instance* 
Bor  if  this  argument  previa  any  thing,  it 
proves  this — that  all  restraint  and  all  in- 
justice ought  to  last  for  ever.  For  what 
maxim  could  a  tyrant  be  more  deairousto 
eatablish  than  this — than  when  oppression 
hat  produced  discontent,  discontent  be- 
comes an  apology  for  more  oppression* 
Is  it  not  an  utter  mockery  of  all  reason  and 
justice,  to  say  **  the  restrainu  are  galling, 
-i-your  complaints  are  not  ill  founded,—- 
we  cannat  charge  you-  with  disaffection, 
butt  because  you  have  not  always  been 
able*  to  pace  in  the  trammels  of  tba 
■trictest  propriety ;  because  you  have 
talked  of  right  where  we  only  admit  an 
expediency ;  because  you  have  sometimes 
asked  as  a  matter  of  justice  what  you 
ought  to  have  implored  as  a  matter  of  fa* 
vour;  because  your  often-rejected  claim 
baa  not  always  been  preferred  in  all  the 
forms  of  humility  and  supplication;  be* 
cause  you  have  not  gratified  our  pride, 
but  only  convinced  our  understanding; 
because  remembering  that  you  are  op- 
pressed, you  have  not  always  forgot  that 
you  are  strong — therefore  you  'shall  have 
no  redress.  You  shall  be  made  answera* 
ble  for  the  aba^rditieft  pf  foolisb,  and*  for 
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the  videace  of  miachievoiia  ad^ 

We  will  scan  every  word*  with  jeal0ii» 

curacy^  we  will  watck  every  i 

hostile  Vigilance^  and  if  we  vmci 

tecting  a  wrong  vsord  or  a  false  aiep»  alA 

the  claims  of  justice  and  policy  ahaU 

you  nothing." 

Sir,  I  can  respectjt  tbougb 
widely  fromv  the  opinions  of  thoae  vaboof^ 
pose  the  Catholic  elnim  becauae  tlxay  thsak 
it  dangerouB  t»  church  aadiatafea.  Boil 
cannot  extend  that  sespect  to  tb»  apsniniw 
of  those- who,  pnafeseing  themaelaeaiaiaR^ 
ly  ioihe  principle  of  eaiancipatioii/eanid» 
pease  tbemselnea  fjnom:  the  soppaeli  of  it 
uponsBch.feeble;and  suspicieafi  gnawie 
who  thinking  the  meaaofe  wise  and.joea  ia 
itself,  cbttse  tOt  alog  the  eatcalioo  of  it 
with,  absurd)  and  impoatibia  coodi 
They  too,  il;  aeema,  ane  f raeada  t»  toll 
tion,  they  too.  are  dfesiroos  to 
fellow  subjects  firanLunnecesaapy 
and  therefore  when  the  Catholica,.  andar 
those  circumstances  that  are  nioet  Qalea- 
laied  to  agitate  them^  unden  the  mttuaace 
of  expectations,  often  raised  and:olaaa  die* 
appointed,  and  now  standing  again  aa 
they  tlitnk,  upon  the  very  thneabald  o$ 
religious  freedom,  are  perfectly,  call 
composed ;  when  all  the  aotom  upon  tfai 
irregular  theatres  of  ambition,  whioli 
impolicy  has  opened,  and >  which loor 
power  will  never  be  able  to  cloaa^ 
their  language  to.  the  standard  of 
taste,  and  statesmanly  discretioDi  whca  aa 
foolish  person  is  found  to  chuaa  ao^erva* 
neous  principle  as  the  support  of  asoaadt 
conclusion,  or  to  eke  out  a«  jusaclaioswitb 
ui  exorbitant  pretension;  when 
millions  of  people,  labouring  uaden 
bilities  which  are  grievoua  to  everyui 
in  proportion  to  his« property,  hia^taU 
his.  activity,  hia  patriotism^ .nid  hi 
of  honourable  diatinoiion^  viaanatf 
nance  of  cheerfulness-  and  coateol^  whs» 
the  laws  that  regulate  man's  mond  nataia 
are  suspended^  then>  and  not  tUltbeay  tbmf 
will  vote  for  concession.  Is  Uaa  jnslsee  ? 
Ih  this  wisdom  ?  And  one  isalBMai  taapc» 
ed  to  add,  is  this  sinoerily  ? 

But'soppose  that  bv  some  auraclo'tbem 
oonditiona  were  falnlled,  aoppeee'  thia 
.torpor  to  seize  tbe  Catholics^  sapposa 
them,  I  will  not  say  to  orgcj  but  la  siala 
their  requests  wi(b  all  that  cautioas  psa^ 
priety,  with  all  that  discreat>  langoar* 
which  their  adverser  lea  seeas-  to^  require. 
Why,  Sir»  wbat  is  the  language  we  should* 
then  bear*  what  is  tbelaoguago  which  we 
bave  feiaierly  heard. ffoai'  tkm 
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Uvmmmh  W«  tliMldk  be  told,  triwnphaally 
told,  tbaft  eowBoif«tMi»i»a»06«  a  menora 
rvqairoi  by  ibe  slbte  of  irelaiid,  bot  oalif 
the  proteace  of  »  fsKiion  oa  dlit  fide  of 
the  water;  Iraland»  tbey  woirid  wof,  is 
perfadly  traaquil.  andeii  the  preMiit  sys- 
tcm,  aod-wEoald  yon  make  saob  a-  efaaoge 
qaite  gratoiloualy,  wonld  you-  ofibrradreB^ 
wfaere  tbeva  it  no  griavanoe,  aod  eobfait 
tin  pMMoit  happy  ondav  of  thingi  in  th» 
magua  hope  of  veaaola  adrantage^  The 
Caiholica  i»  loality  care^ary  litttr  about 
ibmv  daiifr  V  ^^^  <mi^  state  ie  ptofarmi^ 
aa  it  werei  and  imh  nO'  eapeotatien-iahaa* 
ever  that  yo»  wiH  gtaat  is.  M  they  weae 
in  eavnaakj  if  Ibay  hadrany  vmk  reliaDoe 
oo  the  justice  of  their  caaee,  we-sbould  see 
aoma  syaiptooiB  of  diaconlent^  and  tbey 
laottld  urge  it  with  greater  eagefnasa  and 
heat.  80  let  the  Catholics* do  what  tbey 
may.  Kit  tbem  be*  «ager  or  let  tham  be 
lokewann,  let  tbem-  be  tranquil  or  let 
them*  be  turbvleots  tbelv  c]aim<  is  sure  to 
be  encountered  by  an  nnansweraA^le  ar- 
goment  arising^ faom  Uie>  tone  and<  temper 
in  which  they  prefer  it^ 

But»  aiter  all»  9ir.  vrhat  ia  tfais^eutrageo^s 
insolencei  wfaaaia  this  qnpardonabie' crime 
by  which  they  have  forfeited  those  most 
vnluabie  privileges  to  which  they  woold 
otherwise  iiave  ^n  entitled  f  One  woold 
really  thinkthat tbey  hadthrown  ofttheir 
aliegtance,  engaged  m  vtraitnroaa  ooirea- 
pondence  with  France,  or  broken  oat  into* 
open  rebellion.    But  what  ta  tfae  fa€t«?' 
why,  that  dming  the  whol^  tinw  the 
qaestion'  has  been*  under  discossioo>  there 
bas  been  no  Catholic  rebelllon>  there  has- 
been  no  Catholic  iniamec1ion«  there  bar 
been  no  distorbanoe  onginatingin^the  Ga^ 
thoHea  as  a  body,  there  has  not)  been  so* 
maqh  as  a- Catholic  afiray  in  the  streets^ 
The  only  ezoeptioo«  if  an  exception'  it  can 
be  calledi  to  the  general  regaiarily  of 
their  condad,  is  that  they  met  in  a*  way 
which,  by  a  fortonate-  recollection  and' 
dextroos  application  of  a*  statnte  intended 
for  another  purpose,  wasdiscewred  tb«  be 
illegal.— What  did  tbey  do  tben^-Hbey 
complained;    bati  they   dispersed*— they 
triea  the  point  of  law,  whtcb^  in  a^dt^abt*- 
fal*  case^  they  were  well  warranted  in 
doing — they  tried  >  the  point  of  laws  md' 
sabmitted  patiently  to  the  decision* of  thr 
PrDtestant  lawyers  who  decided  >it  against' 
them,    Buti  tlfcn  they  have  ma^e  use-  of 
violent  and  menacing  language*— ff<  il*  is^ 
meant  that  tba  Itsgnage  of  seme  of  the* 
speeohea-  at*  the  Cathelie  meetings  is^vio*- 
llnti  I*mast»rB«Mjr«dmit»tke4ber;  inMed 
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I  know  not  kotav  wttkoat  »  miraeU^'  ii 
eaold  be  otherwiBe,  m  meetiatta  fiMiAf 
whidi  no  Catholic  is  esctedadr  where,  in 
the  minda  of  soaro  of  the  spaakeia,  foniof 
aodi  tmrbohencewill  natuaaliy  mis  cbeah' 
seires  witir  bestet  motives,  wha^  df 
eoaase,  oometobeeonsidareilaaasoi*  oC 
scboolaof  sheasric  and*  priiiev  bytkoea 
that  are  unibMunataly  prechidM  IhM 
batter  opportunifiea  of  dfatiaguisliiiig 
themselaes(.and>wtaenBstherconsiaoK;  Mndb 
ittgs  ejcoUisiw  snigiseir  ia:  a»  grieaance;^ 
That  violent  indlsenmtsspeeekiBasHootd  bit 
madb in snabaaNmMles* isany  thiii|f  bat 
sovpriaing,  andithe  only  mattea  of  wondiV 
j  ia  that  they  shoaldtiiot  be  meivindfserael 
and-  mere  aiolenr,  aad^  tbac^  the:  passtona  of 
some  indifidyala  should  not  have  more 
dseply  infected  sher  aggregnne  body,  tf 
gentlemen  mean  to^wnit  till  do'socbdi^ 
oooraas  are  held,  they  faad^  better  make  up 
their  mlodsdo  abandon  the  whole  ^stioU 
at  once,  wbtch  indeed*woald  be  avnserami 
a>  Atirar  course,  than  tn  let  the  piMIe^  of 
awiiolenatioHdepettd^opontheexpYessiona 
thathappen  tn  fall  frouv  a*fbw<hasty,iM« 
paemoneu.oiatora.  Up  roe  very  late  period 
tbelanfoagcfewplbyedby  the  Catkolios  in 
their  Reaolailena  and>  Petitiona  was-  ani-' 
formly  modemte-and  judicioust  TbeRsM 
aalotionsbowever  which  pamedlair  spHnff 
contain  some  expressians(  wllleh  it  is  im-* 
pemible  todefbnd^in  pelnteitberof  pra^* 
demurer  of  dedorum;  Bat  when  yen 
have  seid^  tliat  yoo'  have  said  all.  Fbr 
evenJir  t^ese'OKpresnetiS' there  is*  nothing 
disloyal)  or  indloatiwofdMoyalty.  They 
merely  skew  that  the-  GaihelioB-  M^  aa 
under  their  oin^omstkneesi  it  is  nataral  tn 
fseli  and>tiiat*tbey  trusted  the  expremion 
of*  their  fec41og»^to  persons^whe  were  net 
guided- ivtbeiroheice-of  languaga  by  ttaa 
soundest  policy  or  the  most^correet  tastkj 
In  estkaaitng  :be  comlkei  ofnheCatko- 
lie»  we^  ought  to^bearinartadHhait  thajf 
are  pcvsons  labearing'  net  only  onder  a 
gnevanoe^  bnt^  under  thaT  \sf  wbtok  tUe 
san^  of  grievanee  ia-ahvaya'  very  macil 
enhanced  gteui  ssid'  lepcsated  d isappoint** 
ment  Ldh  nea  contend,  ner  in  my  view 
of  the  caseiait'at  all'  necessary  for  met^ 
contend;  tbatany  positive  aathorlaedpro^ 
raise*  waa*  given  to*  the'  CathoNca  at  tba 
Unions  On  tbe  contrary  I  giveioplleit 
credit  tor  the'  declaratiosit  made  by  my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  Slate  far  ft^ 
retgn  aSUrs,  that  no  such  engagemeni 
eaeisted.  Bat  it  is  enoogh'ftr  me  if  tiM 
wMch  I belleife no nmr canor' will denyi 
be  tmm     hf  w  eMoegU  for  dm  if  ito 
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language  and  opinions  of  those  who  were 
then  at  the  head  of  affairs^  if  the  very  na- 
ture and  spirit,  if  I  may  so  ezpren  myself, 
of  the  measure  itself,  were  calculated  to 
excite  in  their  minds  an  expectation  that 
the  hour  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand. 
Another  great  disappointment— that  which 
gave  birth  to  those  expressions  to  which  I 
bavejust  now  alluded,  happened  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Regency.  Sir,  I  do  not 
mention  this  circumstance  invidiously, 
.  It  is  my  purpose  to  apologize,  for  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  not  to  criminate  any  other  set 
of  men.  And  no  doubt  the  hope  which 
they  then  entertained  of  immediate  con- 
cession, was  the  result  of  some  very  exag- 
gerated statement  of  a  favourable  inclina- 
tion towards  their  claim  existing  in  the 
mind  of  that  person  whose  flavour  would 
contribute  the  most  powerfully  to  give  it 
eflect.  But  when  we  recollect  bow  widely 
that  misrepresentation  was  diffused — so 
widely  that,  I  believe,  there  was  hardly 
«n  individual  in  this  House,  that  did  not 
more  or  less  be  deceived  by  it,  we  shall 
not  be  surprized  if  the  Catholics,  who  were 
the  most  mterested  in  the  event,  and  who 
could  not  be  expected  nicely  and  suspii 
ciously  to  weigh  the  testimony  in  favour 
of  that  which  they  must  have  been  so 
anxious  to  believe,^ent  too  ready  an  ear 
to  the$e  flattering  accounts,  and  if  tbeir 
exasperation  at  finding  them  to  be  false 
^as  proportioned  to  the  satisfaction  with 
which  they  had  received  them  as  true ; 
and  if  in  the  first  moments  of  their  disap- 
pointment they  should  have  broken  out 
into  some  expressions  of  resentment,  the 
worst  consequence  of  which  will  be  that 
of  giving  to  their  adversaries  an  opportu- 
nity, too  favourable  to  be  missed,  of  mis- 
lepresenting  their  whole  conduct  and  dis- 
positions to  the  English  public. 

Sir,  many  other  topics  naturally  pre- 
sent themselvte  to  one^s  mind,  but  I  will- 
now  conclude,  asking  pardon  for  having 
already  trespassed  soTeng  upon  your  time. 
BMt  I  confess  I  was  anipons  even  atHhe 
hazard  of  wearying  the  House  to  explain 
the  view  I  take  of  this  question,  ana  the 
more  so  because  I  have  hitherto  contented 
myself  with  a  silent  but  sincere  vote,  al- 
though during  ten  years  that  I  have  sat  in 
parliament  it  hu  been  frequently  and 
eagerly  discussed,  and  although  there  is 
no  cause  in  which  I  am  more  strongly  en- 
gaged both  hy  the  feelings  of  my  heart 
and  the  conviction  of  my  understanding. 
And,  Sir,  if  this  House,  concnrring  in  the 
ittotien  of  my  right  hon.  friend,  shall  (his 


night  resolve  to  do  that  which  is  alike  re- 
quired by  the  justice  of  the  case  and  by  the 
situation  of  the  country,  I  shall  rejoice,  I  do 
not  mean  to  have  contributed  to  that  event 
for  I  am  well  aware  that  I  can  contribute  to 
it  no  otherwise  than  by  my  vote,butu>  bare 
borne  testimony  in  fa?onr  of  a  great  mea- 
sure of  religious  liberty  and  political  wis- 
dom.   If  on  the  other  hand  their  decisioQ 
should  be  unfavourable,  and  it  BhoQld  be- 
come, as  I  am  persuaded  it  will  become, 
the  source  of  great  and  irreparable  evib, 
it  will  be  to  me  some  consolation,  safe* 
ing  under  those  evils  in  common  with  thai 
authors,  thus  publicly  and  aolemnly  to 
have  absolved  myself  from  all  participa- 
tion in  their  origin. 

Mr.  R.  Shttpim  Carew  said,  he  feared  he 
could  hardly  think  himself  authorised  ia 
trespassing   on    the  indulgence    of   the 
House,  more  particularly  as  be  vras  folJy 
aware  of  the  anxiety  and  importance  with 
which  every  one  must  look  forward  to  the 
decision  of  this  question ;  but,  as  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  feeling  himself  moat  deeply 
concerned  in  what  related  so  essentially 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  bis  conncrj- 
men,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  deemed 
presumptuous  in  stating  very  briefly  his 
sentiments.    From    every  view  he    had 
been  enabled  to  take  of  the  subject,  and 
from  any  experience  Which  a  residence  in 
his  native  country  mi^ht  have  a&rdcd 
him,  he  was  most  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  one  question  so  much 
calculated  lo  strengthen  the  resources  of 
Great  Britain  and  to  raise  Ireland  to  that 
rank  in  the  scale  of  the  empire  to  which 
her  natural  adtantages  entitled  her.    h 
could  not  be  for  our  interest  that»  when 
every  energy  should  be  exerted  in  resist- 
ance to  the  attacks  of  a  common  enemy, 
the  right  arm  of  the  empire  should  be  pa- 
ralyzed by  the  incapacities  under  which 
the  majonty  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
suflfered.    Give  them  but  a  free  participa- 
tion in  the  privileges  of  our  glonons  con* 
stitotion— give  them  but  a  common  cause 
and  a  common  interest  to  defend,  aivl,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  Ireland  will  not  be 
then  a  vulnerable  point    The  hearu  and 
the  hands  of  Irishmen  never  had  been,  nor 
ever  would  be,  backward  in  the  defence  of 
our  rights.    The  violent  language  of  the 
Cath<Mic  meetings  had  been  urged  as  an 
objection  to  their  claims.    Did  our  ancet- 
tors,  then,  assert  their  liberties  in  sack 
cool  and  temperate  language  ?    Was  it  in 
human  nature  not  to  feel  some  degree  of 
warmth  when  the  bappineis  or  miaery  of 


Ml] 


an  the  ClaiMt  tfthe  Somm  CatkoKcs. 


Marcb  I,  181$. 


[jwr 


oar  cottntr y  was  at  stake  ?  He  was  not  one 
of  thofe,  who,  on  a  question  involving  In  its 
issue  the  fate  of  millions,  could  descend  to 
that  cold  criticism  which  woald  analyze 
•▼ery  sentiment  and  weigh  every  penod. 
Under  this  impression  he  shoald  vote  for 
•any  measore  that  had  for  its  object  the  re* 
lief  of  his  Catholic  countrymen. 

Mr.  Ryder: 

Sir ;  I  have  had  so  many  opportu- 
nities of  delivering  my  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  the  Roman  Catholic  claims,  in 
former  sessions,  that  I  shall  not  trespass 
long  upoti  the  patience  of  the  House :  but 
as  one  of  iboie  who  have  uniformly  op« 
posed  concession  to  those  Claims,  I  am 
anxious  that  the  grounds  of  that  opposition 
be  distinctly  understood,  and  freed  from 
those  Vnisconceptions  which  still  prevail 
respecting  them,  and  which  have  received 
some  countenance  from  the  speech  of  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Ward)  who  spoke 
last  but  one. 

I  have  never  contended*  that,  by  re- 
jecting their  claims  at  any  particular  time, 
the  door  is  closed  against  the  admijsion  of 
ihem  for  ever.    On  the  contrary,  I  hare 
uniformly  expressed  mj  hope  and  expec* 
tation,  that  changes  might  take  place  in 
the  situation  of  Europe ;  that  the  Roman 
Catholics    might,    in    time,   emancipUe 
themselves   from    that   foreign   spiritual 
bondage  to  which  they  are  unfortunately 
subjected ;  and  from  all  the  consequences 
to  which  that  subjection  necessarily  leads; 
and  (hat  such  changes  might  make  those 
concessions  aafe,  which  could  not  now  be 
yielded  without  danger;  but  that  as  long 
a^  the  Pope,  the  head  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic church,  exercised  the  destructive 
power  which  he  does  exercise,  as  of  right, 
over  the    Roman  Catholic  bishops,   the 
bishops  over  the  priesthood,  the  priesthood 
over  the  Roman  Catholic  population,   a 
power,  not  confined,  as  has  been  erroiie* 
oaily  sn|^posed,  to  mere  points  of  faith,  or 
spiritual  dilttrine,  or  speculative  tenets, 
bat  extending   over  the  most  important 
civil  and  social  concerns  of  life ;  amongst 
others,  the  right  of  marriage,  of  descent, 
of  legitimacy,  of  representation  to  personal 
property,  or  liability  to  debts,  as  resulting 
from  marriage.    As  long  as  laws  might  be 
made,  upon  all  these  subjects,  and  many 
other,  not  less  imporunt,  connected  witb 
them,  by  a  foreign  authority,  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  those  laws 
enforced  withpnt  the  aid  of  any  temporal 
prpceis,  by  the  penalties  of  any  excom- 


munication, a  punishment  affecting  not 
merely  the  spiritual  welfare,  but  the  tern* 
poral  rights  and  interests  of  all  those  who- 
are  exposed  to  it ;  so  long  as  this  sute  of 
things  remains,  I  shall  remain,  reluctantly, 
but  unalterably,  convinced,  that  the  con- 
cessions, clsimed  by  the  Roman  Catholics,' 
cannot  be  granted  iirithout  danger,  immi<« 
nent  and  immediate  danger,  to  the  Pro- 
testant establishment  in  Ireland;  and  with- 
danger,  though,  perhaps,  more  remote, 
not  less  certain,  to  the  Protesunt  esta- 
blishment of  this  part  of  the  empire. 

In  this  opinion  I  am  supported  by  some 
of  the  most  zealous  adrocates  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  claims;  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Plunket),  and 
by  an  hon.  baronet  (sir  John  Hippisley) ; 
both  of  whom  have  distinctly  admitted  the 
danger  of  foreign  influence,  and  the  neces-^ 
sity  of  guardinff  a^inst  it. 

A  similar  admission  I  understand  to 
have  been  made  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Pole,)  who,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
has  appeared  to  call  upon  me  to  bear  wit- 
ness, that  the  opinions,  then  delivered  by 
him,  were  consistent  with  those,  which  he 
was  known  to  have  entertained  while  he 
was  in  office.  I  may  not  understand  the 
appeal  made  to  me  correctly;  but  if  I 
do,  I  must  assure  my  right  hon.  friend* 
that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  communica- 
tion, at  any  time,  from  him,  which  would 
have  led  me  to  form  any  other  conclusion* 
with  respect  to  the  opinions  of  my  right 
hon.  fnend,  than  one  directly  opposite  to 
that  of  his  speech  this  niffht :  namely,  to 
this  conclusion,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims  could  not  be  conceded  with  safety, 
because  they  would  grant  no  efl&ctual  se- 
curities. Indeed,  I  am  so  strongly  im* 
pressed  with  this  opinion,  that  when  my 
right  hon.  friend  rose,  I  expected  him  to 
have  taken  an  opposite  course  of  argument 
from  that  which  he  hu  adopted.  It  is 
true,  mv  right  hon.  friend  voted  for  the 
Resolution  at  the  end  of  the  last  session ; 
but  what  were  the  grounds  upon  which 
that  Resolution  was  supported  if 

It  was  urged,  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
Protestants,  both  here  and  in  Ireland,  were 
changed,  and  this  argument  appeared,  at 
that  time,  to  derive  some  countenance 
from  the  absence  of  petitions  from  any 
considerable  numbers  of  the  Protestant 
body.  It  has,  however,  since  been  proved*' 
that  the  silence  of  the  country  was  owing, 
as  I  have  always  intended,  not  to  indif- 
ference nor  apathy  to  this  great  question* 
involving*,  as  they  believe*  tEe  dearest  ia»' 


91^    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,        Mr.  Urmikm't  Miatumfir  a  Cammmee         [944 


tcMBts  ^  tMr  «iv»  religion,  bot  to  a 
laudable  velvctanoe,  not  unneceMtrily  to 
imitate  tbe  pobUc  toM  upon  qaeffiioos,  of 
aU  others,  ibe  mofl  likely  to  excite  the 
worst  i^cies  of  contest — aniraotiiy;  hut 
to  ^n&denoe  that  their  repretentatiYBs, 
eotertaiaing  the  eane  opinion  with  ihem- 
aeUoB,  would  give  no  encouragement  to 
claiips,  which  could  not  be  safely  oao- 
ceded ;  and  that  confidence  has  been  con- 
firmed, year  after  year,  by  the  uniform 
coflMinct  of  pariiameot,  liil  the  close  of  the 
last  session. 

Siacf  that  period,  faoweyer,  the  table  of 
the  House  has  been  loaded  with  petitions 
against  those  claims.  It  is  said,  indeed, 
that  many  of  them  have  been  obtained  by 
misrepreseatation  and  artifice ;  that  some 
of  thaas  are  violent  in  their  language,  and 
do  not  ifterit  the  attesrtion  of  the  House. 

I  admiti  Sir,  that  ioaplicit  £itth  is  not  alp- 
ways  to*  he  giveD  to  petitions ;  that  they 
are  sometimes  obtained  by  undue  means': 
that  they  do  not  always  speak  the  real 
sober  sense  of  those  bodies,  whote  senti* 
manis  fbey  profess  to  represent.  I  know, 
however,  nothing  of  these  faots  which 
have  been  allodM  to  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.  It  is  very  possible,  that  in  this, 
as  in  all  other  cases,  where  great  interests 
are  at  stake,  excess  of  zeal  may,  in  some 
instances,  have  outstepped  the  bounds  of 
prudence  and  moderation  on  both  sides 
of  the  question*  I  will  not  stop  to  enquire, 
because,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  it  is 
immaterial  whether  this  or  that  petition, 
out  of  the  immense  numbers  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  House,  against 
granting  the  Roman  Catholic  claims,  may 
not  have  been  penned  with  more  caution, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  what  arts  have  been 
uied,  what  influence  exerted,  to  impede 
the  progress  of  these  petitions  on  the  other. 
Making  all  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
operation  of  such  causes,  it  is  enough  for 
the  House  to  perceive  that  these  petitions, 
upon  the  whole,  breathe  a  spir  i  I  of  toleration 
highly  honourable  to  the  character  of  the 
country,  and  well  worthy  that  religion 
which  it  is  their  object  to  uphold ;  and 
that  the  only  practical  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  them  is,  what  I  believe  will 
not  be  denied,  that  the  general  sense  of 
this  part  of  the  empire,  aira  a  large  majo- 
rity of  the  Protestanu  of  Ireland,  are  de- 
cidedly hostile  to  the  measure  of  further 
<U>ncession. 

It  is  said,  that  the  petitions  come  prin* 
cipally  from  the  clergy ;  .and  therefore  it 
has  becA  afgued,   they  are  to  be  laid 


outof  the  case,  as  taterested  or  improper. 
Sir,  it  is  the  first  tisM,  in  the  hisuny  of 
this  country,  in  which  the  interSeieace  of 
the  ckrgy,  upon  a  question,  in  dieir  opi« 
niun,  ideep4y  afiecting  the  intereaia  of  tiwir 
religion,  has  been  chamcterised  either  as 
the  cne  or  the  other.  If,  indeed,  they 
have  been  actuated  by  unvrorthy  motives, 
if  they  have  professed  sentiments  they  do 
not  hold,  or  if  they  have  expreaaed  those 
sentiments  in  intemperate  and  violent  lan- 
guage, the  reproof  may  be  merited  and  well 
timed ;  but  when  the  charge  resta  only  on 
general  assertion,  or  declamation,  then,  by 
what  new  code  of  revolutionary  law,  is  it 
to  be  'argued,  that  a  minister  of  the  estab- 
lished church  is  to  be  censured,  not  mere- 
ly for  the  exercise  of  a  right  he  enioys,to 
common  with  the  rest  of  his  fellow  sub- 
jects, but  for  the  discharge  of  a  sncfvd 
duty,  to  guard, by  his  advice,  his  inflneoce, 
and  his  example^  against  any  ionovaiiea 
on  the  fundamental  laws  of  his  country, 
which  he  deems  to  be  dangerona  to  that 
religion,  whose  interest  he  is  bound  to  pro- 
tect, by  ties,  from  which  no  human  juris- 
diction can  absolve  him.  To  censure  that 
proceeding,  not  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  right  bias  been  exercised,  but  because 
it  has  been  exercised  at  all,  savours  not  a 
little  of  that  spirit  of  intolerance  and  hi- 
p;otry  which  has  been  at  various  times,  loo 
justly  imputed  to  the  professors  of  that  re- 
ligion whom  it  is  sought  to  admit  to  a  shaie 
of  political  power,  hitherto  deemed  in- 
consistent with  the  laws  and  the  oonstito* 
tion. 

How  far,  Sir,  the  conduct  of  the  Romaa 
Catholics  in  Ireland  has  contributed  to 
produce  this  expression  of  the  public  opi- 
nion, to  increase  the  jealousies  and  foan 
of  every  class  and  description  of  the  Pro- 
testant community,  I  will  not  now  enquire, 
because  I  am  unwilling  to  enter  into  any 
discussion,  or  even  to  otter  an  expression, 
that  can  hurt  the  foelings  of  a  large  and 
respectable  part  of  our  fellow  sutigects, 
whose  general  loyalty  and  good  intentiouf 
I  do  not  doubt,  whatever  I  may  think  of 
the  motives,  the  intentions,  aiid  the  ob- 
jects of  those  who,  I  regret  in  common 
with  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Plunket),  have  unfortunately  gained 
such  an  ascendancy  amongst  then,  and 
even  amongst  those  who,  from  their  cha- 
racter and  their  rank,  have  heretofore  been 
considered  their  natural  and  acknowledged 
leaders. 

But  with  a  view  to  the  practical  quc^ 
tion,  the  motion  of  the  right  hon*  gentle- 
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man  (Mr.  GraUaii)»what  hope  can  I^  or 
any  rean,  entertain,  frooa  what  is  known 
of  the  avowed  sentiments  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  bodyj  that  they  will  consent  to 
grant  any  effectual  securities  ?  When  my 
right  hoo.  friend  (Mr,  Canning)  proposed 
the  resolution  which  passed  in  the  last  ses* 
■ion,  it  was  hoped  that  the  disposition  to 
concede,  which  that  resolution  indicated^ 
would  produce  a  reciprocal  spirit  of  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Caiho* 
lies.  Has  it  produced  that  effect?  Or 
has  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  been  followed 
by  the  most  positive  and  peremptory  de- 
clarations, both  of  the  Roman  Catholio 
prelacy  and  laity,  against  the  grant  of  any 
additional  securities?  I  refer  tQ  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  Roman  Catholic  body,  in 
Dublin,  of  the  5th  of  November,  and  to 
that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  the 
18  th  of  the  same  month,  which  were  read 
by  my  hon.  friend  (Mr,  Bankes)  on  a  pre* 
ceding  evening;  and  all  the  recent  publi* 
cations  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which 
have  met  the  public  eye,  avow  |he  same 
determination. 

Why,  then,  if  these  cannot  be  denied  to 
be  the  authorized  and  authentic  declara- 
rations  of  the  Roman  Catholic  body— if 
they  will  grant  you  no  securities  to  supply 
the  place  of  those,  which  you  moat  repeali 
what  hope  is  there  of  answering  any  bene- 
ficial object,  by  acceding  to  the  motion  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  ?  On  former  oc* 
casions,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  thought 
it  right  to  recommend  his  motion  to  the 
adoption  of  the  House,  by  informing  them, 
not  only  of  the  general  outline  of  his  plan, 
but  of  some,  if  not  of  all,  the  secoritiea, 
which  he  hoped,  at  the  time,  the  Roman 
Catholics  might  be  prevailed  npon  to 
grant.  On  that  principle  he,  one  year, 
*<<gg€*ted  the  Veto*  Another  year,  on 
finding  that  the  Roman  Catholics  would 
not  hear  of  the  Veto,  he  suggested  a  species 
of  domestic  nomination  as  a  lohstitute. 
The  Roman  Catholics  were  equally  firm  in 
resisting  every  species  of  domestic  nomi- 
nation. And  now,  defeated  in  his  hopes 
of  proposing  any  measures  which  can,  by 
possibility,  be  deemed  an  adequate  secu- 
rity, by  those  who  think  any  security 
necessary,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  de- 
sists from  any  similar  suggestions,  but 
contents  himself  with  moving,  as  before, 
for  a  committee;— contending,  that  there 
is,  in  his  opinion,  no  danger,  and,  conse- 
quently, no  need  of  any  securities  at  alL 

The  right  hoo.  gentleman  is,  however, 
tlmost  single  in  thai  opinion*    The  no- 
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cessity  of  securities  has  been  generally  ad- 
mitted and  contended  for,  even  by  those 
most  anxious  to  support  the  motion  ;  and 
yet  only  two  have  been  specified — the 
Veto,  by  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  John  Hip- 
pisley)  and  the  Domestic  Nomination,  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Piunket); 
and  the  attainment  of  either  is  acknow* 
ledged  to  be  impracticable,  even  by  the 
right  hon.  mover  himself. 

Why,  then,  Sir,is  it  not  a  novel  proceed- 
ing for  the  House  to  consent  to  go  into  a 
committee,  and  upon  a  question  of  such  im« 
portance,  when  almost  every  individual  in 
the  House  contends  that  securities  must  be 
found ;  and  no  one  individual  has  sug- 
gested any  one  security,  which  there  is 
the  slightest  chance  of  obtaining,  when 
the  Roman  Catholic  body  considers  the  de* 
mand  for  securities  as  an  insult  to  their  al- 
legiance ?  But  it  is  said,  that  the  House 
will  give  offence  to  the  Roman  Catholio 
body,  by  refusing  to  take  their  claims 
into  consideration.  Yes ;  but  what  are  we 
doing  at  this  moment  ?  Is  not  the  House 
employed  in  considering  their  claims? 
What  have  we  been  doing  for  years  past ; 
Is  there  a  single  question  in  the  whole 
range  of  the  foreign  or  domestic  policy  of 
the  country,  which  has  occupied  so  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  session  after  session^ 
as  the  consideration  of  the  claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  ?  Have  they  not  been 
discussed  year  after  year — sometimes  more 
than  once  in  the  same  session— in  debates 
protracted  fo(  nights  together,  and  with  a 
gravity  proportionate  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject?  There  'is,  therefore,  no 
cround  for  contending,  that  yon  close  the 
door  against  the  consideration  of  the  cJUima 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  because  you  re« 
fuse  to  go  into  a  committee  upon  those 
claims. 

As  little  ground  is  there  for  the  argu* 
ment,  that,  by  going  into  a  committee,  the 
question  will  be  set  at  rest.  Suppose, 
what  indeed  can  hardly  admit  of  doubt, 
that  the  labours  of  the  committee  will  end, 
either  in  no  plan  at  all,  or  in  fixing  on 
such  securities  aa  the  Roman  Catholics 
will  notffrant?  Is  the  question  at  rest? 
What  is  there  in  the  resolutions  of  a  com« 
mittee,  though  adopted  by  the  Hoose,  to 
prevent  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  or  any 
other  member,  from  moving  for  another 
committee  to  reconsider  and  revise  the 
proceedings  of  the  former?  We  know  by 
experience,  that,  though  the  House  has 
divided,  by  laroe  majorities,  against  the 
appointment  of  It  COOUiullc«#  the  right 
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hon.  gentleman  has  not  been  deterred 
from  submitting  to  the  Rouse  the  same 
proposition  in  the  ensuing  session..  The 
question  cannot  be  set  at  rest  while  the 
Koman  Catholic  pays  unlimited  obedience 
to  a  foreign,  final,  ecclesiastical,  jurisdic- 
tion, paramount  to  the  lawful  government 
of  his  country.     It  is  in  vain  to  expect  it. 

But  if  the  committee  can  do  no  good, 
can  it  do  no  mischief  ?  Is  it  a  matter  of 
indifference  ?  Let  the  House  remember 
the  effect  of  the  resolution  of  the  last  ses- 
sion.' Will  any  man  deny  that  a  general 
alarm  has  been  excited  by  it,  not  merely 
amongst  the  lower  and  more  uninformed 
classes,  but  amongst  the  higher  orders  of 
the  state,  who  are  more  removed  from  the 
influence  of  prejudice  or  passion  ?  Let 
them  take  warning  by  that  example.  Let 
them  not  add  to  tbat  alarm  by  proceeding 
in  the  same  course,  under  circumstances 
which  preclude  all  hopes  of  obtaining  any 
beneficial  object.  Let  them  not  disre- 
gard the  voice  of  the  country,  so  unequi- 
▼ocally  expressed,  or  give  their  consti- 
tuents cause  to  regret  their  choice.  Let 
them  not  shew  their  gratitude,  by  a  divi- 
sion contrary  to  the  wishes  and  the  hopes 
of  the  people,  and  one  which  runs  the 
risk  of  rekindling  those  religious  animosi- 
ties, and  of  reviving  those  contending  in- 
terests, between  Protestant  and  Papist, 
which,  wherever  they  exist,  are  most  fatal 
to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  a 
country. 

Let  them  rather  follow  the  example  of 
that  great  man,  whose  woras  I  am  now 
quoting,  and  whose  authority  has  been 
most  incorrectly  referred  to,  more  than 
once  in  the  counie  of  the  debate,  particu- 
larly by  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ward),  as 
•auctioning  the  motion  of  the  risht  hon., 
gentleman.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr. 
ritt  was  friendly  to  the  claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  though  he  refused  to 
agitate  the  quention.  But  when  he  resisted 
as  he  did,  a  similar  motion  to  that  now  be- 
fore the  House ;  did  he  rest  his  opposition 
solely,  as  has  been  stated,  upon  the  con- 
scientious scruples  of  bis  sovereigii?  All 
those  who  know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
must  know,  tbat  this  ground  of  objection, 
bad  it  s'ood  alone,  would  have  been  with 
him,  conclusive,  (Aider  the  circumstances 
otthav period.  But  he -did  not  rest  his 
objection  on  this  ground  only.  He  laid 
equal  stress  upon  the  general  opinion  of 
the  country.  He  told  the  House,  tbat  fa^ 
looked  at  the  measure  as  a  measure  of 
peace,  of  union,  and  conciliation;   as  a 


measure,  which,  he  hoped,  might  have  the 
effect  of  softening  down    religtoos    dif- 
ferences,   extinguishing    all    anindoaities, 
and  uniting  of  men,  of  both  reli^ioas,  in 
ohe  common  zeal  for  the  preservation  of 
the  constitution.    But  tbat,  desirous  as  be 
was  of  pressing  it,  he  never  would  have 
proposed  it,  unless  he  had  a  rationsJ  pro^ 
pect  of  its  being  carried,  with  that  ge- 
neral concurrence,  which  would  have  ena- 
bled   parliament  to  gratify  one    party, 
without  awakening  the  fears,  or  exciting 
the  jealousies  of  the  other ;  because,  as  he 
truly  stated,  if  brought  forward    under 
oth^r  circumstances,  it  would  only  tend  lo 
revive  the  animosities  which  he  wished  to 
extinguish,  and  aggravate  the  difficoUies 
which  he  was  desirous  to  remoTe.    He 
added,  that,  looking  at  the  opinions  of 
the  times,  the  situation  of  the  public  mind, 
and  the  sentiments  of  all  descriptions  and 
classes,  he  should  act  inconsistently  with 
his  doty,  and  even  upon  those  groondf 
upon  which  he  had  originally  thought  the 
measure  should  be  brought  forward,  if  bs 
did  not  negative  a  similar  motion  to  that 
now  moved  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Such  were  the  sentiments  and  such  was 
the  language  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1S05  ;  and 
yet,  in  1 805,  when  he  delivered  and  acted 
upon  that  opinion,  the  table  of  the  House 
had  not  been  loaded,  as  it  has  recently 
been,  with  the  petitions  of  the  Protestants, 
on  the  one  hand,  nor  had  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics refused  to  grant  any  securities  on 
the  other. 

Sir;  in  the  firm  conviction  tbat  (bs 
objects  in  view  are  now  unattainable,  I 
cannot  consent  to  go  into  a  committee, 
and  thereby  open  a  door  to  all  the  mis* 
chiefs  arising  trom  religious  animosities, 
the  extent  of  which  no  man  can  calculate 
or  foresee.  I  cannot  consent  to  it,  because 
I  am  persuaded,  the  consequence  woeM 
be,  to  excite  the  hopes  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, in  the  same  proportion  with  the 
jealousies  and  the  fears  of  the  Protestanu ; 
instead  of  gratifying  both,  to  imlispose 
the  one  and  not  satisfy  the  other  ;  and  to 
add,  at  this  moment  of  exigency,  to  the 
greatest  of  all  evils,  which  can  bofal  a  ns* 
tion^  disunion  amonj^t  ourselves. 

Mr.  WeUcsleyFoUt  in  explanation^  said— 
Sir,  my  right  hon.  friend  has  mis-stated 

i certainly  not  intentionally)  what  I  said, 
did  not  say  that  there  was  a  Memo* 
random  among  my  right  hon.  friend's  of* 
ficial  papers,  declaring  that  I  was  of  opi- 
nion that  all  privileges  demanded  by  the 
Catholics  could  be  granted*  with  pecftct 
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security,  to  the  Protestant  establishment 
I  am  in  the  recollection  of  the  House 
iirhelher  I  stated  any  soch  thing;  what  I 
did  say  was«  and  I  now  repeat  it— that  I 
had«  a  very  considerable  time  ago,  in 
2811,  transmitted  a  Memorandum  to  my 
right  hon.  friend,  in  which  I  gave  my  opi- 
,nion  that  the  Catholic  question  could  not 
remain  as  it  was — that  I  pressed  the  ca- 
binet to  take  the  subject  into  their  most 
serious  consideration,  aqd  to  form  upon  it, 
an  arrangement,  which  should  be  final. 
I  did  not  presume  to  dictate  what  that  ar- 
rangement should  be,  but  I  expressed  a 
decided  opinion  that  an  arrangement  must 
be  made,  and  I  detailed  the  reasons  which 
Induced  me  to  think  so.  It  was  of  course 
for  my  right  hon.  friend  to  take  such  steps 
upon  the  memorandum  as  he  thought  nt, 
but  I  am  certain,  if  he  examines  his 
papers  he  will  find  it,  and  1  am  surprised 
that  he  has  forgotten  it* 

Mr.  Ifyder  said  he  had  not  seen  the  me- 
morandum alluded  to. 

Mr.  Charles  Marsh  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  talked 
much  of  the  alarm  he  felt  lest  the  laws  es- 
tablished by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
should  interfere  with  those  of  government; 
hut  if  due  enquiry  had  been  made,  it 
would  be  found  that  they  had  rather  a 
concurrent  than  an  opponent  jurisdiction. 
The  fears  expressed  lest  the  Pope  should 
recover  his  power  were  equally  futile; 
for  what  authority  could  that  man  exert 
over    others,  who   could  not  command 
himself?    A  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Peel)  had  indulged  in  remarks  unjusti- 
fiably severe  upon  the  conduct  of  a  right 
reverend  prelate  who  had  distinguished 
himself  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  cause :  a 
man,  the  simplicity  of  whose  manners, 
the  integrity  of  whose   heart,  and   the 
sagacity  of  whose  understandiing,  were 
almost  proverbial :  a  man,  venerable  from 
his  age,  estimable  for   his  virtues,   ad- 
mirable for  his  learoing,  and  who  had 
ever  distinguished  himself  as  a  friend  to 
civil  and  relif^ious  liberty.    Surely,  be- 
cause this  distmguished,  learned,  and  re- 
vered personage  had  not  refused  to  accept 
an  iavitation  to  dine  with  individuals  to 
whose  opinions  he  was  favourable,  he  was 
not  to  be  stigmatized  as  one  who  counte- 
nanced the  drunken  orgies  of  a  riotous 
nob ;  nor  because  he  coincided  in  senti- 
ment, was  it  to  be  said  that  he  had  de- 
ceuded  from  the  elevated  dignity  that  a 
prelate  of  the  church  of  England  ought  to 
maintain.    The   last  speaker  bad  asked 
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what  object  could  be  attained  ?  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  was  only  a  pre« 
liminary  step,  and  it  would  be  uo  incon- 
siderable point  gained,  if  the  question 
which,  according  to  his  account,  bad  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  parliament,  session 
after  session,  were  at  last  decided.  A 
select  committee  would  of  course  after- 
wards be  named  to  examine  into'  the  de- 
tails of  the  securities  that  ought  to  be  re- 
quired. The  opinions  he  entertained  upon 
this  question  were  not  taken  up  lightly  or 
precipitately,  but  were  the  deliberate  con- 
viction of  his  judgment,  after  weighing  all 
the  arguments,  uninfluenced  by  the  peti- 
tions, with  which  the  table  had  been  on 
both  sides  crowded.  The  Petitions  of  tho 
Protestants  were  of  course  entitled  to 
weight;  but  if  it  were  true  that  undue 
means  had  been  employed  to  procure 
them— if  publications  of  an  inflammatory 
nature  had  been  industriously  circulated, 
that  weight  would  certainly  be  considera- 
bly diminished.  He  would  not  have  at- 
tempted to  revive  religious  animosities, 
over  which  the  veil  of  oblivion  had  been 
gradually  drawn  by  the  hand  of  time.  Of 
all  persons  the  present  ministers  were 
those  who  had  most  vehemently  opposed 
popular  opinion  :  they  had  declared,  and 
wisely,  that  popular  clamour  should  not 
influence  their  actions,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  present  would  be  an  instance  M  the 
sincerity  of  such  professions. 

Mr.  Fed  observed,  in  explanation,  that 
he  by  no  means  intended  any  disrespect 
to  the  right  reverend  prelate  (bishop  of 
Norwich),  he  merely  expressed  his  regret 
at  the  union  of  bis  name  with  that  of  a 
person  whose  society  could  reflect  no  ho- 
nour upon  him. 

Mr.  Whithread  rose  and  said  ; 

I  am  anxious.  Sir,  once  more  to  express 
to  the  House  my  sentiments  upon  this  mo- 
mentous question :  but  I  shall  do  so  the 
more  briefly,  because  the  side  of  the  ques- 
tion which  I  espouse  has  been  already  ao 
ably  supported  by  gentlemen  whose  argu- 
ments up  to  the  present  moment  remain 
untouched.  Glad  I  am.  Sir,  that  the  hon, 
gent,  over  the  way  (Mr.  Marsh),  pro- 
voked by  unfounded  msinuations  and  by 
daring  assertions,  felt  himself  called  upon 
in  the  warmth  of  his  resentment,  to  vindi- 
cate that  distinguished  and  immaculate 
prelate,  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  who  had 
previously  received  a  meed  of  praise 
(well  bestowed  on  this,  but  little  approved 
by  the  other  side  of  the  House),  in   |t 
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speech  delivered  by  a  right  hon.  member, 
of  whose  approbation  the  most  exalted 
might,  indeed,  be  proad.  This  applaase, 
doubtless,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Peel)  felt  to  be  but  little  merited,  and 
in  the  eulogium  which  he  passed  upon 
the  talents  of  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Plunket),  he  thought  proper 
to  compliment  the  one  at  the  ex  pence  of 
the  sincerity  of  the  other.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  confessed  that  the  address  deli* 
Ter(;d  the  other  night  by  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  was  eloquent,  argu- 
mentatife,  and  sincere  ;  but,  added  he,  if 
he  had  courted  the  sorry  pre-eminence 
<:onferred  upon  another,  he  might  have 
Hcted  dififerently,  and  he  would  have  been 
waited  upon  with  addresses  from  deputa? 
tions,  accompanied  by  shouts  and  accla- 
mations, and  have  received  the  same  ho- 
nours that  were  paid  to  the  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich. Now,  if  the  sentiments  were  sin*' 
cere  for  which  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
firiend  did  not  receive  this  applause,  it 
must  be  inferred  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman means  to  assert  that  the  reverend 
prelate  was  not  sincere,  whose  conduct 
was  marked  by  the  approbation  so  severely 
censured.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
been  pleased  to  explain  himself  to  the 
House,— without  such  explanation,  the  in- 
ference was  undeniable,  and  must  have 
been  universally  drawn. 

The  speech  of  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend — a  speech,  the  excellence 
of  which,  with  painful  regret,  calls  to 
my  recollection  the  golden  days  when 
Hiis  House  contained  within  its  walls  a 
Burke,  a  Pitt,  a  Fox,  a  Sheridan,  and  a 
Windham— has  left  me  little  indeed  to 
add  to  the  unanswerable  arguments  which 
it  contained.  I  feel  it  necessary,  how- 
ever, to  say  a  few  words  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing  that  I  am  consistent  in  the 
Tote  which  I  mean  to  give,  because,  ac- 
cording to  an  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
from  the  floor  (Mr.  Bankes),  it  is  impos- 
sible that  I  should  be  so.  He  main- 
tains that»  notwithstanding  his  vote  this 
night  will  be  directly  adverse  to  that 
which  he  gave  in  thti  last  session,  his  con- 
duct will  nevertheless  be  consistent.  To 
me.  Sir,  this  declaration  appeared  para- 
doxical, nor  did  the  hon.  gentleman  satis- 
factorily explain  it  in  the  extraordinary 
arguments  he  employed.  If  aye  and  no 
to  the  same  question  from  the  mouth  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  imply  no  contradic- 
tion, dye  and  aye  from  my  mouth  must 
flatly  contradict  each  other.    If  the  hon. 
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gentleman  \>e  consistent  in  voting  against 
himself,  it  follows  that  I  must  be    incon- 
sistent in  voting  with  myself.     Bat  let  as 
see.  Sir,  what  the  hon.  gentleman's  rea- 
sons are  for  his  singular  change.      He  in- 
sists that  the  Catholics,  since  the  decisioa 
of  last  year,  have  come  to  certain  pre- 
posterous and   violent  resolutions.     Last 
session  he  supported  the  resolution,  merely 
as  an  experiment.     He  thought  that  it 
would  have  the  eflect  of  tranqutlFffiing  and 
conciliating  the  Catholics.     But  in  ibis  ex- 
pectation he  was  disappointed.     Accord- 
ing to  the  hon.  gentleman,  the  most  des- 
perate   proceedings    have    taken   place. 
'I1)ere  have  been  meetings,  conventions, 
delegates,  and'  aggregate  bodies,   wfaicli 
have  passed  the  most  outrageous   Totcs. 
I  should  like,  Sir,  to  know  whether  all 
these  delegates,  meetings,  and  aggregate 
bodies  did  not  in  fact  exist,  and  had  not 
come  to  these  very  resolutions  long  foelbie 
the    hon.    gentleman    gave    his    former 
vote.   Then,  however,  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  all  readiness  to  concede.     He  only 
wanted  securities,  and  every  thing  would 
be  arranged.    Now,  a  few  violent  men 
frighten  him  out  of  his  senses,  and  he 
turns  about  and  runs  away  from  the  vote 
which  he  originally  gave.  (Hear,  bear  !)-^ 
Much  to  his  credit,  the  hon.  gentleman 
is  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men  who  caH 
themselves  rational,  moderate,  economical 
reformists,— -persons  who  wish  to  do  all 
things,  in  order  and  by  degrees.    The  boo. 
gent,  sees,  out  of  the  House«  men  Totin^ 
what  he  terms,  absurd,  violent,  and  pre- 
posterous resolutions  on  the   subject  of 
public  reform .  and  economy,  telling  him 
that  they  are  not   satisfied    with  these 
puling  half-measures  that  effect  nothing; 
and  that  they  will  not  listen  for  an  in- 
stant to  his  indecisive  policy.     In  this  case. 
Sir,  how  does  the  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
ceed ?    Does  he  immediately  dismiss  his 
Finance  Committee  *  Does  he  shut  op  his 
books  and  walk  home,  and  say  that  he 
will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  themf 
No  such  thing.  Sir.    The  hon.  gentleman 
goes  on,  and  persists  in  what  he  conceives 
to  be  his  line  of  duty.    He  proceeds  in 
his  regular,  though  slow,  siege  of  public 
corruption  and  abuse,  completely  regard- 
less of  the  noisy  shouts  of  discontent  that 
assail  him  without  doors,  and  determined 
eventually  to  accomplish  his  purpose.    I 
do  not  assert  that  the  hon.  gent  is  not  sin- 
cere:  his  courage  and  perseverance  are  to  be 
attributed  to  his  sincerity :  he  defies  all  the 
clamorous  addresses,  votes  and 
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of  anauthorised  intemperate  men,  and  pro- 
ceeds with  bis  plan.  •  Why  not  adopt  such 
conduct  towards  the  Catholics  ?  I  deny^Sir, 
that  they  have  mauifested  that  outrage  and 
Tiolence  which  have  been  attribated  to 
them  since  the  vote  given  by  the  hou. 
gentleman  last  year :  but  if  they  have 
committed  acts  of  violence^  have  they  not 
been  goaded  to  them  by  a  sense  of  their 
wrongs  ?  And  is  the  hon.  gentleman  quite 
acre  that  these  violent  resolutions,  as  he 
calls  them,  did  really  proceed  §tcm.  the 
friends  of  the  Catholics  }  Is  he  quite  sure 
fliat  they  do  not  owe  their  origin  to  those 
who  now  possess  Influence,  who  are  now 
considered  fiiagiMilef,«^wtiose  power  wonld 
be  diminished,  if  this  measofe  were  adopt* 
cdy — whose  interest  it  is  to  defeat  the 
object  which  all  good  Catholics  and  well- 
judging  Protestants  4o6  are  annouB  to  see 
accomplished  ? 

I  am  not  surprized.  Sir,  at  the  great  lm« 
portaoce  which  is  endeavoured  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  petitions  which  have  been 
laid  on  your  table  against  the  claims  of 
the  Ciitholics.  With  me  they  do  not  carry 
that  weight  wbibh  from  the  numerous  sig- 
natures, 1  should  be  idclitied,  on  almost 
any  other  occasion,  to  attach  to  them.    I 
know.  Sir*  and  the  country  knows  also, 
the  artful    misrepresentations  that    have 
been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining them.    I  em  aware  of  iJhe  inflam- 
matory publications  that  have  been  In- 
dustkiousl^  circulated :  1  have  heard,  and 
beard  of  inflammatory  discourses  and  al- 
most threats  that  have  been  uttered  from 
the  pulpit.    I  have  seen  the  Charges  thai 
have  been  written  by  right  reverend  fire- 
ktes,  and  written,  1  most  say,  apparently 
10  total  ignorance  of  the  sdlject    Such 
papers.  Sir,  have  been  spiead  abroad  by 
persons  calling  themselves  the  '*  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  Chrielian  Know- 
ledge;*' and  the  people  have  been  in- 
duced, by   every  artifice,  and  in  soine 
places  even   forced,  to  sign  such  peti- 
tions.   The  truth,  I  believe,  in  my  con- 
science, is,  that  instead  of  the  Protests 
ants  being  more  adverse  than  formerly, 
they  are  now  by  many  degrees  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  concession  of  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics.     The  son  of  a  ri(^t  re- 
verend prelate  (Mr.  Tomline)  who,  from 
peculiar  circumstances,may  be  supposed  to 
speak  from  some  Information,  has  endea- 
voured to  deprive  us  of  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Pitt  in  favour  of  the  concession,  and 
this  attempt  has  been  preceded  by  one 
not  more  successful  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 


gentleman's  father  (the  bishop  of  Lincoln 
himself)  who,  in  a  Charg<«  to  the  clergy  of 
his  diocese*  has  struggled  hard  to  shew  that 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Fox  on  the  subject  of 
concession  to  the  Catholics  have  been  alf 
ways  misapprehended.  This  laudable  de- 
sign was  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  a 
garbled  quotation  from  a  note  in  a  postha* 
mous  work  of  my  ever-lamented  frieadi 
This  charge  was  addressed  to  men  who 
could  never  have  attended  the  debates  ia 
this  House— who  had  never  heard  Mr.  Fox 
pronounce  his  eternal  and  immutable  opi* 
aions  upon  this  question.  If  such  an  au 
tempt  had  been  made  here,  we  ehould 
have  treated  it  with  merited  detestation; 
but  it  appears  to  have  been  intended  for 
men  ignorant  of  any  opinions  but  those 
vrhich  were  dictated  to  them. 

But  never.  Sir,  was  theise  a  more  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  than  that  to  deprive  the 
t^atholics  of  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
authority.  When  the  right  reverend  pre- 
late urged  as  a  reason  for  doubting  hit 
favourable  intentions  towards  them,  that 
he  had  never  confided  any  plan  to  my 
lord  £ldon ;  he  might  as  well  have  said, 
tliat  he  was  also  insincere  in  the  opi- 
nions he  delivered  in  this  House  against 
the  Slave  Trade,  because  he  never  com- 
muaicated  any  specific  plan  for  its  aboli^ 
tien.  And  yet.  Sir,  if  any  man  were  to 
ask  me  if  I  considered  him  insincere  on 
tbat  account,  I  should  at  once  say  it  waa 
impossible  for  those  who  had  felt  tho 
effects  produced  by  his  eloquence,  to 
doubt  bis  nncierity.  1  would  also  say, 
that  It  was  equally  impossible  for  any 
person  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  opi- 
nions in  favour  of  the  Catholics^  who 
ever  heard  him  speak  in  this  House  on 
the  subject,  and  when  they  coupled  with 
his  opinions  so  delivered,  the  paper  cir- 
culated by  mjr  lord  Comwaltis  at  the  close 
of  his  administration.  I  must  maintain, 
therefore,  that  we  have  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Pitt.  We  have  also  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Windham,  and 
of  one  whom  Ireland  owns  as  one  of  the 
most  Hlostrious  of  her  sons,  and  whom 
I  hope  we  shall  soon  see  again  in  this 
HoQse,  Mr.  Sheridan,  a  name  of  which 
his  native  land  must  always  be  proud. 

Like  weeds  in  a  rank  soil,  which  are  no 
sooner  cut  down  than  they  spring  op 
again,  the  arguments  brought  forward 
against  theclaimsof  the  Catholics  are  no 
sooner  refuted,  than  they  are  urged  again, 
with  increased  pertinacity.  So  it  was.  Sir, 
in  the  question  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
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TradCf  antiU  after  a  straggle  of  twenty 

years,  the  blessed  day  arrived  when  our 

opponents  were  at  last  driten  out  of  the 

field,  and  that  great  measure  was  accom- 

|)lished. 

One  right  lion,  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 

Syder)   declared  himself  not  averse  to 

concession  to  the  Catholics  at  some  period 

or  other,  but  disapproves  of  going  into  a 

committee  at  present.    This,  be  contends, 

could  not  be  construed  by  the  Catho- 
lics into  a  refusal  to  take  their  claims  into 

4:onsideration.    What,  said  the  right  hon.  * 

gentleman,  have  you  not  been  gravely 

deliberating  on  this  subject  of  their  claims 

for  these  eight  or  ten  vears  past^  and  if 

this  committee  should  be  refused,  is  not 

any  member  of  the  House  at  liberty  to 

bring  forward  another  motion  on  the  sttb* 

ject  to-morrow  ?    But  does  he  think  that 

the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 

Grattan),  regularly  made  every  session, 

with   ai)   abortive  attempt  as   regularly 

made  to  answer  it '  in  the  grave  and  so- 
lemn manner  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman—does he  think  that  suflScient  to 

satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  Ireland  ? 

Does  he  think  that  Ireland  will  go  on  con- 
tentedly if  nothing  more  definite  is  re- 
solved on  in  her  favour?    A  right  hon. 

gentleman  whom  I  have  always  believed 

to  be  most  sincere  in  the  opinions  he  de- 
livers in  this  House  (Mr.  Yorke)  has  told 

Qs,  that  the  Catholics  of  the  present  day 
continue  to  be  imbued  with  all  the  old 
prejudices  of  that  sect.  The  bishop  of 
Lincoln,  in  his  episcopal  Charge,  has 
thought  proper  to  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim 
to  his  clergy,  not  only  to  discourage  the 
growth  of  Popery  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  but  also  to  take  every  opportunity 
of  discouraging  any  opinions,  which  might 
have  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  fear  of 
Topery,  as  opinions  injurious  to  the  es- 
tablishment. A  more  injurious,  a  more 
illiberal  mode  of  proceeding  than  this  can- 
not possibly  be  devised,  nor  one  which 
has  a  stronger  tendency  to  revive  the  out- 
jrages  which  contending  sects  exercised 
npon  each  other  in  remoter  ages.  At 
one  time  I  thought  we  were  to  have  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  favour  of  going 
into  the  committee.  For,  said  he,  if  you 
can  shew  me  any  securities  which  will  be 
eifectual  for  obviating  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  innovation,  I  will 
consent  to  co  into  the  Committee.  No* 
thing  coala  be  fairer  than  such  a  de- 
claration. 


"  But  whrn  at  Heaven's  fate  St  Peter  seeoncd 

To  wait  him  with  his  keys — 

A  violent  cross  wind  from  either  coast 

Blew  him  transverse  ten  thousand  leagues 

Into  the  devious  air :  and  there  he  saw 

Cowls,  hoods,  and  habits  with  their  wei 

■  reliques,  and  beads. 

Indulgences,  dispeniesi  pardons,  bolls.'* 

We  fairly  lost  him  in  Limbo.     No  sooner 
bad  the  right  hon.  gentleman  made  this 
seeming  advance^  than  he  at  once  retreat-^ 
ed  into  his  former  inflexibility.     But  yet 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  certain 
things,  in  the  event  of  which  he  thought 
it  might  be  safe  to  make  concessions,    "nie 
first  of  these  events  was  the  death  of  Buo- 
naparte.    I  do  not.  Sir,  impute  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  any  wish  thai  the 
ruler  of  France  should  be  taken  off  by 
unfair  means ;  but  I  cannot  help  ezpres* 
ing  my  surprise  and  indignation  at  seeing 
in  the  public  prints  the  most  horrible  doc- 
trines again  advanced  on  tbissobjecty  such 
AS  the ,  necessity  of  marching  to  peace 
over  the  dead  body  of  that  man.    I  never 
can  consent  to  the  "  deep  damnation  of 
his  taking  off  or  of  any  man  but  by  fair 
means;  and  if  concession  to  the  Catholics 
be  contingent  on  the  unfair  death  of  Boo* 
naparte,  let  their  cause  be  hopeless.    An- 
other   condition    is,  that   the   Catholics 
should  give  up  the  spiritual  supremacy  of 
the  Pope:  and  last  year  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  wanted  an  Irish  Pope  at  Baj* 
Jysbannon*     Sir,  if  there  is  any  thing 
peculiarly  taunting — if  there  is  any  thing 
more  likely  to  provoke  sufferers  to  mad* 
ness,  it  is  stating  terms  which  are  ridi- 
culous,  and  fixing  upon  them  conditions 
which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  per- 
form.   The  right  hon.  gentleman  say% 
their  exclusion  is  their  own  fault,  they 
have  but  to  conform.    This,  Sir,  wu  the 
dreadful  mode  employed  towards  the  on* 
happy  victims^  toi^ured  by  the  rack  off 
the  inquisition,  in  order  to  extort  fioni 
them  confessions  of  crimes  of  which  they 
were  innocent.    To   the  holiest  of  the 
Martyrs  it  may  have  been  saidj  "  Only 
declare  your  disbelief  of  certain    doc- 
trines:" to  Servetus,  '•  Only  say  yon  be- 
lieve in  the  Trinity ;"  and  so  to  all  other 
sufferers.    "  You  are  all  foolish  people, 
and  vour   sufferings  are  all    your  own 
fault.''    The  expiring  man  might   say, 
"  I  may  be  released  from  my  agonies,  bot 
exquisite  as  my  torments  are,  I  will  nol 
consent  to  be  relieved  from  temporal  mi- 
sery, at  the  expence  of  eternal  ponish- 
menu''    We  say  to  the  Catholicj  "  You 
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may  be  a  judge,  a  general,  an  admirali  a 
commander  io  chief.  If  you  are  not^  the 
fault  is  yovr  own.  Why  don't  you  re* 
nounce  your  creed  ?''  The  answer  is 
ready : — "  What  shall  a  man  give  in  ex- 
change for  his  own  soul  ?  I  shew  you  that 
I  do  give  you  security.  My  forefathers  and 
my  brethren  have  proved  it  by  shedding 
their  blood  in  your  service.  I  myself  am 
now  marching  to  the  perils  of  war  to  risk 
my  life  in  your  cause.  You  cannot  be 
■iiicere  in  an  offer  coupled  with  such  con- 
ditions ;-*my  refuge  is  despair  \" 

The  right  hon.  member  who  spoke  last, 
introduced  into  his  speech  some  of  the 
topics  insisted  on  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Yorke),  on  a  former  ni^ht. 
He  talked  of  a  strange  power  exercised 
by  the  Pope  over  property,  the  dissolution 
of  marriage,  the  bastardizing  of  children, 
absolution  of  allegiance,  and  so  forth.  Now, 
Sir,  I  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman  when 
this  took  place  ?  The  supremacy  of  the 
Pope  has  been  acknowledged  in  Ireland 
from  the  earliest  periods  of  her  conversion 
to  Christianity.     I  ask,  when  were  ever 
your  soldiers  absolved  from  their  allegi- 
ance?    When    did    ever    the   Catholic 
priests  order  your  common  soldiers  and 
aailors  to  desert  your  standards  ?  And  if 
they  issued  such  orders  would  they  be 
obeyed  ?    Let  me  endeavour  to  set  right 
an  error  that  sufiicient  pains  have  not 
been  taken  to  refute.    When  we  argue 
vpon  the  subject,  we  speak  as  if  we  were 
erecting  thi9  hierarchy.    We  forget  that 
the  hierarchy  has  all  along  existed  over  a 
▼ast  and  discontented  multitude.  Whereas 
the  passing  pf  this  just  measure  would  con- 
tinue it  over  a  comparatively  contented 
and  happy  population. 

Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  I  wish  (o  offer  a 
few  words  in  reference  to  the  Petitions  on 
the  table  of  the  House.  A  gallant  of- 
ficer lately  presented  a  petition  from  a 
large  number  of  inhabitants  in  Ireland, 
(whose  very  mutilated  appearance  bears 
testimony  to  bis  bravery  and  honour) :  I 
allude,  Sir,  to  the  Petition  from  the  county 
of  Fermanagh.  If  I  had  not  known  his 
sentiments  Opon  this  question,  I  should 
have  been  astonished  how  he  could  attach 
the  importance  he  did  to  the  multitude  of 
signatures  to  that  Petition.    That  gallant 

feneral  had  fought  and  bled  in  Kgypt. 
le  was  told  by  another  gallant  officer 
near  him,  that  the  successes  in  Egypt 
were  chiefly  owing  to  the  good  conduct  of 
Catholic  soldiers,;— those  men,  whose  wea- 
pons, it  is  said,  the  Pope  can  turn  agamst 


your  own  bosoms.  It  was  at  the  head  of 
those  brave  men  that  he  received  the  ho- 
nourable distinction  of  his  wound. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  other  petitions  at 
which,  I  own,  I  am  still  more  astonished. 
There  is  one  signed  by  a  small  number  of 
men,  whose  forefathers  were  driven  from 
France  by  religious  persecution,  and  who 
obtained  shelter  ana  protection  in  this 
country,  together  with  the  free  exercise  of 
their  religion,  notwithstanding  that  religion 
was  not,  in  many  respects,  conformabla 
with  our  own.  These  persons  have  had 
the  imprudence  to  interfere,  and  to  obtrudo 
themselves  upon  us,  in  the  discussion  of 
this  great  national  question.  Not  obserT* 
ing  the  signs  of  the  times— not  consi* 
dering  how  persecution  applies  to  all  reli- 
gions—they have  laid  a  petition  on  your 
table,  in  which  they  endeavour  to  per- 
suade the  House  of  Commons,  not  only, 
not  to  grant  some  of  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, but  to  give  up  nothing  to  them—* 
to  oppose  ali  and  every  concession.  For  • 
the  honour  of  the  petitioners,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  human  nature,  this  Petition  ought 
not  to  have  been  presented.  By  religioua 
persecution  the  nation^  by  whom  they 
were  driven  out,  was  weakened  and  dis- 
tracted—through  the  bigotry  of  Louis  the 
1 4th,  seas  of  human  blood  were  spilled. 
In  the  day  of  their  distress  the  ancestors 
of  the  petitioners  found  a  safe  refuge  in 
this  land :  they  have  hitherto,  I  believe, 
behaved  quietly  and  inoflfensively  ^  but  as- 
suredly. It  behoves  them  to  refrain  from 
sharpening  the  edge  of  religious  animosi- 
ties, in  a  country  where  thev  hare  found 
assistance  and  protection  from  religious 
persecution. 

Sir,  there  is  still  another  Petition  to 
which  I  cannot  help  briefly  adverting. 
A  worthy  alderman  fsir  William  Curtis) 
presented  the  other  aay,  a  petition  from 
London  of  very  considerable  bulk.  The 
child  and  the  nurse  were  well  proportioned 
to  each  other.  The  worthy  alderman  told 
us  on  that  occasion  that  every  person  ar- 
rived at  years  of  discretion  had  a  right  to 
express  his  opinion.  Very  true«  Sir.  But 
the  hon.  baronet  mipht  have  remembered 
that  there  was  a  petition,  of  a  still  greater 
size  than  the  present  one,  against  the  Ca- 
tholics, which,  in  the  recollection  of  many 
who  hear  me,  set  the  four  comers  of  Lon- 
don in  flames.  I  ask  the  hon.  baronet 
whether  he  thinks  it  would  be  prudent  to 
hazard  the  recurrence  of  such  a  calamity  } 
And  I  am  induced  to  do  so,  because  I  hava 
teen,  every  where,  hand -bills  in  ciroila- 
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tion  containing  the  most  gross  and  detest** 
able  faUehoods.  Even  at  the  door  of 
this  (louse^  I  saw  a  person  this  day  distri- 
buting a  printed  paper«  which  I  believe 
he  delivered  to  every  member  who  passed 
him,  pretending  to  be  the  opinions  of  a 
Catholic  on  this  question^  charging  my 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  with  in- 
sincerityj,  and  stating  that  the  measure 
proposed  would  be  an  insult  to  the  Catho- 
lic body.  I  am  convinced  that  this  paper 
was  not  the  production  of  a  Catholic,  but 
tbff  gross  artifice  of  a  furious  and  bigotted 
Protestant,  as  base  and  detestable  as  the 
fabricated  Third  Part  of  Penal  Statutes 
against  the  Catholics. 

Sir»  a  society  calling  itself  the  Protes* 
tant  Union  has  lately  been  formed  in  this 
city;  in  principle  it  is  the  same — (change 
but  a  word, — call  it  the  Protestant  Asso- 
ciation-^and  we  have  an  Association  that 
set  London  in  flames).  At  the  head  of  this 
new  Protestant  Association  I  lament  to  see 
the  name  of  a  learned,  amiable,  and  bene- 
Tolent  man  (Mr.  Granville  Sharpe)  who 
has  lived  a  long  life  of  virtue  and  piety, 
and  who,  I  am  fully  convinced,  is  actuated 
by  the  purest  intentions.  An  hon.  gentle- 
inan,  the  late  member  for  Yorkshire  (Mr. 
Wilberforce)  knows,  as  well  as  myself,  that 
that  worthy  man  is  not  influenced,  in  his 
opposition  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
by  the  Coronation  Oath,  or  by  considera- 
tions of  political  expediency,  not  by  any 
evil  to  be  apprehended  from  papal  in- 
fluence or  authority,  but  from  having  dis- 
covered in  the  Apocalypse,  that  if  ever 
the  Catholic  Claims  should  be  granted, 
the  vials  of  the  wrath  of  Heaven  will  be 
poured  out  upon  these  kingdoms  1  Sir,  it 
is  mortifying  to  see  the  most  ridiculous 
stories  that  have  been  gravely  circulated, 
under  the  sanction  of  this  new  Protestant 
Union,  with  the  excellent  person  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  at  its  bead— the  conversa- 
tions of  a  poor  Irish  girl  respecting  her 
priest — and  similar  absurdities  too  farcical 
to  mention. 

With  respect  to  securities.  Sir,  the  Ca- 
tholics have  none  to  give.  We  took  all 
away.  We  have  every  thing  in  our  own 
bands.  We'  have  been  doling  back  to 
them;  little  by  little,  the  privileges  they 
now  enjoy.  The  restrictions  which  re- 
main constitute  what  are  falsely  called 
your  securities — for  satisfied  I  am,  that  if 
they  were  removed,  the  Church  and  State 
would  be  infinitely  more  secure. 

Sir,  as  kingdoms  have  never  been  over- 
turned but  by  the  misconduct  of  their 
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kings  and  rulers,  so  the  church  of  ^Eng* 
land   will  never   be   overturned,  but  by 
the   misconduct  of  the    prelates    at    kcr 
head.     But,  though   these    are  my    opi- 
nions, other  persons  may  entertain  ditle- 
rentones;    and  I  am  ready,  therefore,  to 
go  into  a  committee,  to  consider   if  any 
securities  can  be  devised.    When  we  ge 
into  a  committee,  the  Catholica  most  be 
much  more  satisfied  than  if   we    refuse 
it.    With  respect  to  their  refusal    of  the 
Veto— -is  it  any  answer  to  say^  that  io 
1799,  they  were  willing  to  give  op  the 
Veto  ?  At  one  time  a  people  are  willing 
to  pay  for  what  afterwards,  if  gratuitously 
offered,  they  will  spurn  at.     Were  not  the 
Catholics  at  one  period  in  the  exercise  of  all 
their  rights  ?  And  were  not  the  restrictions, 
under  which  they  labour,  imposed   foe 
temporary  purposes  ?    Give  them    back, 
then,  I  say,  that  part  of  their   rights,  of 
which  they  remain  deprived,  now  that  the 
circumstances,  which  gave  rise  to  the  re« 
strictions,  are  no  more. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  wish  to  call  tbe 
attention  of  the  under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  to  a  certain 
subject.  In  a  former  part  of  my  speech  I 
took  occasipn  to  notice  the  numerous  pla- 
cards  and  hand-bills  that  are  distributed 
in  all  quarters,  and  the  great  endea- 
vours  which  were  making  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  to  bring  about 
a  revival  of  all  the  gross  and  calumnioos 
charges  against  the  Catholics  which  it  was 
possible  for  the  malignity  of  man  to  invent. 
Now,  in  a  paper  published  every  three 
w^eks,  nnder  the  authority  of  the  Secreury 
of  State,  called  "  The  Hue  and  Cry,*'  con- 
taining  chiefly  proclamations  for  the  dt$* 
covery  of  robbers  and  deserters,  (and  the 
list  is  numerous  without  including  tbe 
politicians,)      an    account    was     lately 

given  of  the  fire  at  Sidney  College,  Cam- 
ridge,  in  which  account,  after  noticing 
the  diabolical  nature  of  the  crime,  and  in- 
dulging in  some  conjectures  respecung 
the  incendiary,  it  is  observed,  that,  "  it 
must  not  be  supposed  that  there  are  any 
RamanutM  about  the  College."  Another 
article  in  the  same  paper,  alluding  to  tbe 
Popish  struggle  for  dominion,  concludes 
in  this  way :  ''  It  is  a  nuisance,  and  ought 
to  be  pot  an  end  to-— the  blood  of  every 
Christian  is  frozen,  at  the  bare*faced  lust 
of  eye  and  pride  of  heart  of  these  people," 
I  wish  to  know.  Sir,  what  the  right  hon* 
Under  Secretary  will  say  to  the  appear- 
ance of  such  articles  in  this  poblication. 
I  wish  to  know  whether  these  mftmoas 
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paragraphs  come  firoin  the  pen  of  any  per- 
son employed  by  the  noble  riscount  at  the 
faead  of  the  Home  Department.  For  if  this 
be  not  contradictedi  it  would  aeem^  that 
the  Calbolict  are  held  op,  under  the  an* 
thority  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a«  the 
author!  of  every  thing  that  is  infamous. 
Really^  Sir,  such  articles  remind  me  of 
the  writings  in  the  time  of  Bedloe  and 
of  Oates;  the  man  who  could  write  in 
this  manner  would  hare  been  a  fit  person 
to  have  written  the  inscription  on  the 
Monument,  which 

*  Pototing  to  the  skies, 
«  like  a  taH  bally,  lifts  iu  hesd,  and  liet* 

I  anticipate.  Sir,  that  we  shall  have  the 
anpport  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord 
Castlereagh),  and  that  a  targe  majority  of 
the  House  will  vote  for  going  into  the 
committee;  but  even  if  there  should  not 
be  that  majority,  I  exhort  the  Catboticfi 
not  to  despair ;  for  ultimately  they  will 
have  the  court  with  them  ;  and  when  it  is 
kiiown  that  the  court  is  favourable  to  their 
clatma,  the  passing  of  the  measure  will  be 
as  easy  as  that  of  the  Toleration  Bill  was 
last  3*ear.  Then,  I  am  sore,  the  CItircA 
will  readily  acquiesce;  then,  to  use  the 
esepression  of  an  honourable  baronet,  those 
with  mitres  ofi  their  heads,  and  those  with 
mitres  m  their  heads,  will  take  a  different 
course  from  the  one  which  they  have 
been  pursuing ;  for  even  those  who  have 
mitres  on  their  heads,  wiih  few  excep- 
tions, wiil  recollect  that  they  may  have 
them  improved  by  translation.  If  the 
ftvoura  of  the  court  had  taken  the  direc- 
tion expected,  this  great  work  would  even 
now  have  been  accomplished. 

Sir,  if  Che  hopes  of  the  Catholics  are  now 
to  be  destroyed— if  the  Catholics  should 
now  be  driven  to  despair,  will  they  not  look 
back  to  the  promises  that  were  held  out 
to  them  ?  Who  offered  them  the  cop  ? 
Who  tempted  them  to  drink  ?  And  if  they 
are  intoxicated,  to  whom  do  they  ewe  their 
madness?  Sir,  I  hope  that  this  House 
will  take  care  that  they  shall  nei- 
ther bo  deceived  nor  disappointed;  but 
that  it  will  nobly  folhiwup  the  Resolution 
which  was  last  year  agreed  to  by  so  great  a 
majority.  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed  that 
no  Roval  Conscience  now  stands  in  the 
way  or  ihe  claimants ;  and  if  that  fiict  is 
once  known,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
worthy  aAderman  (Curtis)  will  not  be  bur- 
tbcned  as  be  hat  been,  with  his  enormous 
patilions.  In  a  committee  upon  this 
gi^t  and  good  woik,  the  labours  of 
tty  much  respected  friend  (Mr.  Gratlan) 

(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


may  at  length  be  consdmmated— »the 
Catholic  subject  may  be  admitted  to 
places  of  trust  and  power,  under  the 
crown,  which  must  be  worn  by  a  Protes- 
tant prince,  as  the  supreme  head  of  our 
Protestant  church  establishment.  The 
church  of  England  will  derive  additional 
security  and  safety  in  the  additional  secu<« 
rity  and  safety  of  the  empire  at  large; 
and  will  be  allowed  a  respite  from  the 
pursuits,  which  have,  for  some  time  past, 
out  too  much  occupied  her — the  people  of 
Ireland  will  be  satitfied— >and  the  whole 
empire  will  be  rendered  united,  and  safe 
aj^ainst  all  the  attacks  of  all  our  enemies. 

Mr.  Hiley  Addmgtm  believed  there  was 
not  one  gentleman  in  the  House,  except 
the  hon.  meniber,  who  could  believe  that 
such  a  paragraph  as  he  had  read  was 
issued  from  his  noble  r^ation  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State's  office.  There  was  no  au- 
thority whatever  for  this  assertion,  as  far 
as  he  knew ;  from  his  knowledge  of  what 
passed  at  the  office  to  which  he  belonged. 

Mr.  Wkkhread  asked  if  this  Police 
Gazette  was  not  published  under  the  au- 
thority of  that  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  ?  It  was 
not  enough  to  say  they  had  no  cognizance 
of  such  a  paragraph — they  ought  to  have 
cognizance  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Frederick  Robinmn  said :— Sir ; 
I  have  never  approached  the  consrderatioa 
of  this  qoestion,  without  feeling  the  utmost 
doubt,  and  difficulty,  and  diffidence  of  my 
own  judgment.  It  has  never  appeared  to 
me  to  be  a  question  to  be  decided  by  mag- 
nificence of  declamation,  exuberance  of 
wit,  or  vehemence  of  invective.  Such 
modes  of  discussing  it  appear  to  me  alto- 
gether unlikely  to  lead  to  any  beneficial 
result.  Considering  it,  however,  in  the 
most  dispassionate  manner,  I  voted,  last 
year,  for  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Canning),  and  it  is  now  my 
intention  to  adhere  to  that  vote.  It  then 
appeared  to  me  that  the  question  had  ar- 
rived at  such  a  point,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  it  should  be  considered, 
with  a  view  to  some  determinate  proposi- 
tion. We  have  here,  for  more  than,  ten 
years,  been  debating  this  question  upon 
Its  abstract  principles ;  and  it  appears  to 
me  infirfltely  more  wise  to  bring  it  to  some 
specific  point,  as  the  only  means  of  recon* 
ciling  both  parties,  to  the  decision  of  par* 
liament.  I  had  thought,  therefore,  last 
year,-that  it  was  advisable  to  support  the 
right  hon.  ffentlemioi'i  motioni  and  I  did 
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fo  in  the  true  sense  and  spirit  of  that  mo- 
tion ;  for  I  was  fully  sensible  that*,  if  the 
final  decision  of  parliament  failed  to  con- 
nect the  national  feelings  of  both  parties, 
it  would  fail  to  be  a  final  and  conciliatory 
adjustment,  ^uch  being  my  feelings  last 
year,  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  those  rea- 
sons, which  have  induced  others  to  change 
their  line  of  conduct,  upon  the  present 
occasion.  Nothing,  certainly,  can  be  less 
conciliating  than  the  language  of  the  Ca- 
tholic board  ;  but  it  was  equally  violent 
when  the  vote  of  last  year  was  determined; 
and  I  see,  in  the  violence  of  that  board, 
rather  the  interference  of  a  faction  than 
the  sincere  feeling  of  the  Catholic  body. 
With  respect  to  the  petitions  from  this 
country,  they  have  made  no  change,  in 
my  opinion,  upon  the  merits  of  this  ones- 
tion.  I  have  always  supposed  that,  when- 
ever the  question  appeared  to  approach 
towards  its  accomplishment,  a  strong  feel- 
ing of  opposition  would  exist  in  this  coun- 
try. I  am  not  surprised  at  this ;  for  I 
cannot  conceive  it  possible  that  so  impor- 
tant an  arrangement  could  be  effected,  in 
the  domestic  policy  of  this  country,  with- 
out exciting  a  very  strong  sensation :  and 
I  cannot  avoid  feeling  that  the  apprehen- 
sions, entertained  by  so  large  and  respecta- 
ble a  portion  of  the  community  as  the 
petitioners,  ought  to  have  great  weight  in 
determining  the  mode  and  extent  of  the 
concessions  which,  upon  present  grounds, 
I  am  willing  to  grant*  I  advert  particu- 
larly to  the  petitions  from  the  clergy, 
which  I  think  entitled  to  much  more  re- 
spect than  they  have  received;  and  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  eulogium,  which 
the  bon.  gentleman  (who  spoke  last)  has 

gassed  upon  part  of  the  speech  of  an  hon. 
aronet  (sir  Robert  Heron)  on  a  former 
night.  1  thought,  indeed,  that,  whilst  the 
hon.  baronet,  in  all  the  fervour  of  maiden 
oratory,  alluded  lo  petitioners  with  mitres 
en  their  beads  and  mitres  in  their  heads,  he 
was  both  witty  and  severe,  that  he  only 
uttered  a  gross  cakimny ;  for,  vf  all  classes 
of  the  community,  none  have  so  fair  a 
claim  to  approach  the  House  on  such  an 
occasion.  The  members  of  this  House 
are,,tndeed,  the  professors  of  the  Protes- 
tant faith  ;  but  the  clergy  are  bound  to 
it  by  more  sacred  lies,  as  being,  not 
merely  its  professors,  bot  its  teachers. 

Sir,  I  shall  ilezt  notice  the  petitions 
from  Ireland,  which  have  been  adverted 
to  us  as  furnishing  a  ground  for  a  change 
of  opinion  since  last  year.  In  that  view 
ef  the  subject  I  do  concur ;  for  it  appears 


to  me  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  these 
petitions  do  not  object  to  the  principle  of 
Catholic  concession,  but  only  to  an  unqua- 
lified concession,  as  matter  of  right,     lo 
that  view  I  own  I  very  rtiuch  concar  ;  bvt 
I  cannot  consider  that  coincidence  of  opi- 
nion to  be  an  objection  to  the  Commiitee. 
If,  however,  I  see  no  change  of  circiUB- 
stances  since  last  year,  I  ask  wbellier  no 
change  has  taken  place  in  the   ctrcom- 
stances  of  this  country,  as  connected  with 
this  question,  since    that    period,   wlicn 
these   restrictions  were    originadly   esta- 
blished ?    I  think  that  a  material  change 
has  taken  place,  and  that  those  apprehen- 
sions which,  at  that  time,  were   natural 
and  justifiable,  have  no  rational  ezisteace 
at  the  present  moment.     Previous  to  tte 
period  of  the  Revolution,  the  great  pno* 
ciple  of  the  Protestantism  of  the    throes 
was  not  a  fixed  and  fundamental  prindpte 
of  the  constitution.   Every  possible  motiie 
combined  to  keep  alive,  in  the  Catholici^ 
not  only  the  constant  wish,  but  the  con- 
stant hope,  of  obtaining  ascendancy  as  wvH 
as  power.    They  saw,  in  the  prospect  of 
each  succeeding  reign,  a  chance,  by  no 
means  improbable,  of  regaining  all  whidi 
they  had  lost.    This  circumstance,  in  my 
opinion,  may  account  for  many  of  those 
occurrences,  which  excited  the  fears  and 
dictated  the  cautious^ proceedings  of  those, 
who  framed  the  Revolution ;  and  I  am  by 
no  means  surprised  that,  under  the  circwn- 
stances,  which  led  to  that  fresh  act,  iti 
framers  did  not  feel  that  the  Protestsmtism 
of  the  throne  was  alone  sufficient  to  secure 
the  Protestant  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try ;    and  that,  seeing  that  a  Roman  Ca* 
tholic   Pretender    and    his    family    still 
claimed  a  right  to  the  throne,  they  en* 
forced  the  restrictioi^,  now  in  qoeatton, 
as  additional  securities  to  the  fondamental 
principle   of  the    Protestantism    of   the 
throne.      These    particular    restrictions, 
however,  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  fun- 
damental principles  in  themselves;  and, 
as  the  experience  of  more  than  a  centnry 
has  confirmed  the  inviolability  of  a  Pro- 
testant throne,  and  as  all  chance  of  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  competitor  is  now  exiioc^ 
I  thmk  we  may  safely  venture  to  relax 
those  restrictions  which  former  daagen 
had  rendered  expedient. 

Whilst,  however,  I  think  that  much 
may  be  done,  and  that  the  time  for  doing 
it  has  arrived,  I  am  boond,  in  honoor  and 
birness,  to  state,  that,  if  the  meaanre,  lor 
the  adoption  of  the  Hoase»  railed  solely 
upon  the  principles  of  the  right  hob.  gen- 
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tleman  (Mr.  Grattan),  I  shoald  finally  be 
obliged  to  vote  against  it  For«  although 
the  considerations  which  I  have  stated, 
dispose  me  to  concede  orach  to  the  Ca> 
tholics,  I  cannot  forget  thai  the  principle 
of  our  constitution  is  jealoosy.  It  is  jea* 
looa  of  the  crown,  jealous  of  the  aristo- 
cracy, jealous  of  the  democracy ;  and  the 
Roman  Catholics  hafe  no  right  to  complain, 
if  it  is  jealous  of  them ;  not  that  I  mean  to 
apply  tbb  prmciplo  of  caution  to  this  or 
thai  individual,  but  it  is  applicable  to  the 
Dreakness  of  iiuman  nature,  which  leads 
all  men  to  a  love  of  power,  and  to  the 
coitisequent  exertion  to  maintain  it.  This 
jealousy,  however,  hu  its  bounds ;  and,  if 
the  Protestantism  of  the  throne  is  still  al- 
lowed to  retain  that  protection,  which  I 
think  expedient,  I  shall  be  most  willing 
to  abandon  those  restrictive  guards,  for 
which  I  cannot  see,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  world,  an  adequate  and  imperious  ne* 
ceadiy.  Having  thus  statea,  however 
ioiperfectly,  the  general  outline  of  my 
Tiew  of  this  great  and  intricate  Question, 
I  will  ooly  add,  that  I  shall  go  into  the 
committee  with  an  anxious  desire,  an 
earnest  hope,  and  a  fond  expectation  that 
the  resnlt  of  iu  deliberations  will  he  a  rea- 
lization of  those  anticipations,  which  led 
to  the  TOte  of  last  year,  and  which,  I  tmst, 
will  end  in  really  and  substantially  pro- 
moting the  harmony  and  concord  of  all 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Sir  nomat  Djfke  AeUmd.-^ir,  I  am 
fully  aware  that,  in  delivering  my  senti- 
ments, at  any  time,  I  have  much  to  re* 
quest  from  the  indulgence  of  the  House ; 
and  therefore,  more  particularly,  at  so 
late  an  hour,  and  on  a  subject  of  so  great 
importance.  Feeling,  however,  that  I 
have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  many 
(both  in  and  out  of  this  House)  for  whose 
judgment  and  opinion  I  entertain  the 
greatest  respect,  I  hope  that  I  may  be  per- 
mitted shortly  to  explain  the  grounds  of 
my  vote  this  night. 

•  If  I  understand  rightly  the  right  bon. 
gentleman's  motion,  its  ultimate  object  is 
to  exchange  the  present  securities  of  the 
established  church  for  others,  which  may 
be  found  folly  effectual  to  its  support, 
and,  at  the  sane  time,  less  offensive  to  a 
large  portion  of  our  fellow  subjects ;  thus 
to  prevent,- if  possible,  that  gradual  alien- 
ation of  mind  which,  being  the  natural 
result  of  their  present  exclusion,  might 
hereafter  render  them  utterly  incapable  of 
vofal  or  politioU  ooalescei|ce  with  ui. 


the  Protc;^tant  part  of  the  community. 
Now,  Sir,  I  consider  the  established 
church,  in  full  enjoyment  of  her  posses- 
sions and  endowments,  her  doctrine,  wor^ 
ship,  and  discipline,  to  be  as  essential  a 
part  of  the  British  constitution  as  our  mo- 
narchy or  liberty  itself;  and  that  every 
measure,  calculated  to  injure  that  esta- 
blishment, calls  for  .as  vigorous  a  resist- 
ance as  an  attack  upon  the  most  funda- 
mental part  of  our  constitution.  Were 
the  code  of  securities,  which  has  existed 
for  the  last  century,  necessarily  to  be  con- 
sidered as  perpetual,  as  I  hope  and  trust 
that  church  will  be,  I  conceive  that  this 
House  never  would  have  entertained  the 
present  question,  whether  we  shall  or  shall 
not  consider  the  propriety  of  devising 
some  new  system. 

But,  I  do  not  find  that  this  code  is,  by 
our  constitution,  deemed  so  indispensable. 
I  find  that,  when  many  of  those,  who 
framed  the  acts  of  the  Kevolution,  must 
have  still  existed,  while  at  least  their 
spirit  and  principles  invigorated  our  coun- 
cils, I  mean,  in  the  union  between  England 
and  Scotland,  the  oaths,  which  have  alone 
bolted  our  doors  against  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, were  positively  enacted  to  be 
taken  by  the  members  of  the  legislature, 
only  '<  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain shall  otherwise  direct  ;'^  and  this,  in 
the  lerv  articles,  which,  by  a  careful- 
ness and  caution  of  expression,  which  pre- 
cludes even  the  possibility  of  doubt  or 
evasion,  provide  explicitly,  as  a  funda- 
mental and  unalterable  condition  of  union, 
-*that  the  respective  church  establish*^ 
ments  shall  be  perpetual  and  immutable, 
so  far  as  perpetuity  and  immutability  can 
belouR  to  any  thing,  which  is  mortal; 
The  distinction  clearly  imimates,  in  my 
mind,  that,  in  the  contemplation  of  those 
who  framed  that  onion,  some  time  might 
come  in  which  the  excluding  oath  would 
be  no  looser  necessary. 

Proceeding  onward,  I  find,  that  the  1e* 
gislature,  by  its  enactments,  of  the  latter 
half  of  this  reign,  has  pointed  out  the  near 
approach  of  such  a  period;  that  many 
great  statesmen,  who,  on  other  points, 
nave  stood  opposed  to  each  other,  in  the 
very  front  of  the  battle,  have  united  on 
this  subject,  and  given  the  powerful  sanc- 
tion of  their  concurring  testimony  to  the 
expediency  of  some  change,  and  that  at 
no  very  far  distant  time. 

1  find.  Sir,  that,  not  many  months  ago, 
this  point  of  time  was  more  distinctly 
marked  ;  and  that,  by  a  great  majority  of 
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the  last  parliament,  the  present  tessMn* 
perhaps  even  the  present  night,  was  de- 
clared, to  he  a  fit  occasion  for  taking  this 
great  question  into  our  most  serious  consi- 
deration ;  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed, 
without  disrespect,  to  draw  another  arga- 
Buent  from  the  nature  of  the  opposition 
generally  made  to  the  present  motion,  I 
would  observe,  that  most  of  the  objections 
rest«  nca  on  the  perpetual*  but  on  the  pre* 
sent  necessity  of  exclusions  ;  thus  allow* 
ing  that  the  existing  species  of  security  is 
not  always  necessary  ;  and,  consequently, 
that,  whether  at  this  moment  it  be  neces* 
sary  or  not,  is  a  fair  subject  of  considera- 
tion ;  and,  when  I  see  that  the  right  bon. 
mover  of  the  resolutions,  in  the  last  par- 
liament, and  the  right  hon.  proposer  of  the 
present  question,  have  a  plan  of  securities 
to  propose,  I  do  think  it  fair  to  them,  and 
due  to  the  petitioners  and  the  country,  to 

Sive  the  subject  a  full«  a  deliberate,  and 
ispassionate  investigation,  Beyond  this 
I  do  not  pledge  myself  to  go ;  but  I  must 
aay  that  it  is  my  ardent  wish,  as  it  would 
be  most  gratifying  to  me,  to  find,  that,  in 
the  altered  tone  and  temper  of  these 
times,  and  (if  I  may  so  speak)  in  the  more 
liberaliaed  spirit  and  feeling  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  themselves,  a  foundation 
has  been  silently  and  gradually  laid,  on 
which  we  may  venture  to  erect  new  bul- 
warks, as  effectual  to  tbe  support  of  our 
▼enerabks  establishment,  as  that  rampart 
of  exclusion,  which,  vrhile  it  has  fenced 
and  protected  her  from  the  aasadlts  of  her 
adversaries,  has^  also,  it  must  be  allowed, 
closed  against  our  Roman  Catholic  bre* 
tbren,  many  avenues  of  oonciliation  and 
Qstoro. 

.  k  is  not  for  me  to  trouble  tbe  House 
vvith  my  arguments  on  this  great  ques* 
lion  ;  but,  as  I  observe,  that  a  verv  strong 
olyeotion  has  been  taken,  even  to'iu  con- 
rfdeeation,  on  the  ground  of  an  inveterate 
hostility,  which,  it  is  said,  must  exist,  in 
the  minds  of  the  Roman  Catholiosi  against 
sdl,  without  the  pale  of  their  communion, 
it  may  not  be  unimportant  to  advert  lo 
■ome  fiicts,  which  have  not  been  noticed  by 
those  gentlemen  whose  deep  and  eloquent 
reasonings  have  so  enlightened  this  and 
every  other  part  of  the  subject,  but  which 
strongly  indicate  better  feelings,  and  a 
more  conciliatory  disposition  towards  ue. 

I  allude.  Sir.  to  facta  recorded  in  the 
14th  Report  of  your  Commisdoners  of 
Irish  Education,  that  the  children  of  Ro- 
man^  Catholic  parento  are  very  frequently 
sent  to  thn  charter  schcolt^  where  they 
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must  necessarily  be  educated  in  the  Pro- 
testant faith ;  that,  in  many  parte  of  Ire- 
land, they  are  sent,  indiflbrently,  to  Pro* 
tesiant  and  Roman  Catholic  masters ;  and, 
in  short,  in  one  instance,  where  the  priest 
interposed  to  withdraw  the  yonth  of  bis 
flock  from  the  heretic  teacher,  ooe-fifth 
remained  in  disregard  of  his  authority «« 
in  a  matter  too,  be  it  recollected,  not  lem 
of  a  spiritual,  than  a  temporal  natare. 

Again,  an  instance  of  the  relaxetioa 
of  prejudice  (inherent,  as  it  is  said,  erca 
in  the  higher  ranks),  may  be  obaerved  m 
tbe  increasing  numbers  of  Roman  CathcH 
lie  studenta,  who  enter  at  Trinity  College, 
Dublin :  and  even  in  the  priesthood  itself, 
it  will  surely  be  allowed  that  some  abate- 
ment of  their  ancient  spirit  may  be  traced 
in  the  far  more  general  and  anreetricted 
use  of  the  Scriptures,  now  permitted  to  tbe 
laity  of  every  rank. 

If  I  might  venture  to  add  yel  aaolher 
instance  of  the  declining  antipathy  of  the 
Roman  Catholica  to  ail  recognition  ofasMH 
ther  faitb,  I  wcold  take  the  liberty  to 
mention  one,  which  fell  more  immediately 
witliin  my  own  observation,  when  I  had 
the  good  nurtua^  two  yearssince,  to  spend 
some  little   time    in  tbe   sister    island. 
Among  tbe  many  kind  and  friendly  bee- 
pitalities  which  I  there  reeved,  I  had  the 
plemure  of  being  admitted  to  the  inSimacy 
of  a  most  respectable  clergyman  ef  oor 
own  establishment,  in  the  soath.     His 
family,  which  was  not  small,  was  com- 
pose(t  indifferently,  of  Protestant  and  So- 
man  Catholic  servanta.    The  pariah,  in 
which  he  resided,  contained  a  large  pro- 
portion of  Roman  Catholics,  under' the  im- 
mediate soperintendanoe  o£  a  titolar  hi* 
shop,  whose  name,  were  I  tomenUon  il^ 
would  be  recemized  as  one  not  the  leess 
disttngaished  tor    a   aealous  attachment 
to  the  high  doctrine  and  disciplme  of  tbe 
Romish  see.    When  evening  camei  and, 
with  it,  the  hour  of  femily  worship,  them 
Roman  Catholic  servants,  with  the  know* 
ledge,  and  by  the  exprem  permission,  of 
their  titular  bishop,  knelt  down  by  |the 
side  of  their  IVotmtant  brethren,  and  miit* 
ed  in  one  common  prayer,  from  our  Ii« 
turgy^  to  one  common  Father,  for  cesBOMB 
blessings  and  protection. 

Sorely  thia  is  not  bigotry— ihb  is  net 
intolerance—this  is  not  an  unrelenting  «!• 
herence  to  that  rigid  line  of  aeparatioe, 
which  the  Roman  Catholic,  in  spiriteal 
matters,  is  mid  to  have  eternally  drawa 
betwixt  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 
If  there  be  mny  sneh  ioHMMM  (and  I 
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have  heard  that  there  are  toch  of  a  8till 
higher  order),  sorely  their  impresiion  on 
the  mind  must  be,  that  they  are  symp- 
toms of  at  Iea3t  an  incipient  approxi- 
mation, in  the  Catholic,  to  common  feel- 
ings with  oorseWes— indications  of  a  dis- 
position of  good  will,  which  may  ulti- 
mately lead  to  their  conciliation,  and  per- 
haps oven  to  an  actual  coalescence  with  us. 
Sir,  I  feel  that  1  have  more  than 
sufficiently  troubled  both  you  and  the 
House.  I  will  therefore  sit  down,  with  a 
request,  that  I  m^y  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, in  going  into  the  Committee,  not  to 
pledge  myself,  necessarily,  to  support  the 
maasures,  which  may  be  there  proposed, 
but  simply  with  the  desire  to  have  the 
aobject  folly  and  fairly  estanined  and 
discussed— -with  a  most  earnest  and  sin- 
cere hope,  that  such  examination  may  and 
will  lead  to  a  final  and  conciliatory  ad- 
justment; but,  with  a  determined  resolu- 
tion not  to  consent  to  any  measure,  which 
has  a  tendency  to  weaken  or  disturb  an 
establishment,  which  I  believe  to  be  a 
jnosi  integral  and  sacred  part  of  our  con* 
stitntion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  to  the  country  which 
that  constitation  affi>rds. 


Sir  nomai  SiUim  rose  and  said  ;-^r,' 
I  should  not  have  ventured  to  obtrude  my- 
self on  the  notice  of  the  House,  on  this 
occasion,  had  I  not  thought  that,  in  giving 
a  silent  vote  upon  this  important  question, 
I  should  have  ill  discharged  my  duty  to 
ray  constitnents,  and  to  me  populous  and 
respectable  county,  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent. 

Sir,  I  entirely  concur  in  opinion  with 
the  right  hon.  member^  who  brought  for- 
ward this  question,  as  to  the  troths  of  the 
abstract  proposition  he  then  laid  down- 
that  all  civil  disqualifications  of  any  class 
or  description  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  or 
indeed  of  the  subjects  of  any  state,  are 
not,  in  themselves,  founded  in  nature  or 
in  justice.  No,  Sir;  they  are,  like  all  the 
ordinances  of  man,  the  efiects  of  his  ne- 
cessities and  infirmities'— they  arise  firom 
the  contingencies  of  the  moment;  and, 
when  the  causes  which  produced  them 
are  done  away,  they  also  should  be  re- 
moved, but  with  the  same  care  and  cau- 
tion with  which  ther  were  imposed,  and 
for  the  same  special  and  solia  reason-* 
'  Ne  quid  detrimenti  respublica  capiat/ 

It  wilt  be  perceived.  Sir,  from  these 
principles,  that  my*  objections,  to  going 
into  the  Committeci  are  groimded  entirely 


on  the  consideration  of  tlie  times  and  cir- 
cumstances, under  which  this  motion  is 
brought  forward.  We  are  engaged  in  a 
desperate  conflict  with  France,  the  an- 
cient enemy  of  our  church  and  state; 
and  the  supreme  head  of  (he  Catholic 
church  is  a  prisoner  in  France— in  the 
haq^s  and  power  of  Buonaparte,  with 
whom  he  has  recently  signed  a  new  con* 
cordaium*  Sir,  can  any  more  cogent  or 
irresistible  reason  be  assigned  for  declin- 
ing now  to  legislate  on  this  subject,  than 
these  two  facts  ?  We  must  necessarily  le- 
gislate in  the  dark,  upon  the  most  impor- 
tant points  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  We  are  entirely  uninformed 
of  the  nature  and  terms  of  this  new  ar- 
rangement;— we  are  in  absolute  igno- 
rance, not  only  of  the  secret  articles, 
which  may  have  been  agreed  upon,  but 
also  of  the  general  tenor  and  bearing  of 
the  instrument  itself.  How,  then,  can 
the  Committee,  with  safety  or  with  cer- 
tainty, decide  upon  what  may  be  grant* 
ed,  or  the  securities  which  should  be  re- 
quired ?  We  must  necessarily  do  either 
too  little  or  too  much  for  the  occasion ; 
and,  on  this  account,  the  time  is  most  on- 
favourable  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
Catholics  themselves.  But,  Sir,  the  dan- 
ger idso  is  great,  in  agitating  and  deciding 
upon  these  points,  nnder  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. The  continental  influence 
of  the  Pope  is,  at  present,  unknown  to  us. 
He  is  the  tool  ana  instrument  of  Buona- 
parte }  and  we  must  expect  every  advan^ 
tage  to  be  derived  from  this  influence, 
against  this  country,  as  the  craft  and  po- 
licy of  such  an  enemy  can  suggest.  Nor, 
indeed,  could  a  more  fiital  and  effectual 
means  of  dividing  and  weakening  the 
energies  of  the  United  Kingdom  be  de- 
vised, by  Buonaparte  himself,  than  our 
proceeding  to  the  discussions  of  this  ques- 
tion at  this  time.  In  so  doing,  we  are,  in 
fkct  forwarding  and  facilitating  the  plana 
of  our  foe  against  us ;  and  this  is,  in  truth, 
acknowledged  by  those,  who  support  this 
motion,  in  allowing,  that  the  really  dis- 
affected party  in  Ireland  are  the  most  vio* 
lent  in  their  demands  for  its  immediate 
entertainment. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  therefore.  Sir, 
this  question  will  be  most  wisely  and  safely 
postponed ;  and,  although  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  know  whether  it  paay  be  con- 
sistent with  the  forms  and  usages  of  this 
House,  I  cannot  help  most  anxiously  wish- 
ing that  a  resolution  might  be  entered 
upon  its  Journals,  that  this  House  would 
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take  the  subject  into  its  most  serious  con- 
sideration on  the  establishment  of  peace. 
Sir,  I  think  that  many  beneficial  conse- 
quences would  thus  ensue.  We  should 
have  the  whole  subject^  in  all  i|s  bear- 
ings, fully  before  us.  It  would  then  be 
discussed  without  jealousy,  without  ap- 
prehension; and  the  result  must  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  empire  at  large.'  I 
know  of  no  one  inconvenience,  on  this  fair 
understanding,  which  could  arise  from  the 
postponement  of  the  question.  The  Pro- 
testants have  given  an  ample  pledge  of 
their  favourable  dispositions  to  the  Catho- 
lics, by  the  removal  of  disqualifications, 
which  have  already  taken  place.  The 
Catholics  have,  on  the  other  hand,  given 
an  equally  solemn  pledge,  by  the  acknow- 
ledged loyaUy  of  their  conduct,  and  by 
the*zeal,  with  which  they  enter  into  our 
fleets  and  armies,  and  the  gallantry,  with 
which  they  shed  their  best  blood  in  the 
common  cause  of  the  empire.  Then,  Sir» 
when  peace  shall  once  more  be  establish- 
ed, when  the  irritation  and  soreness  pro- 
duced by  this  protracted  war  shall  be  done 
away,  when  the  power  and  continental 
influence  of  the  Pope  shall  be  known  and 
ascertained— then.  Sir,  may  this  import- 
ant subject  be  safely  and  wisely  entered 
upon — when  the  Protestant,  the  Catholic, 
and  the  Dissent^,  may  cordially  and 
heartily  unite  in  the  accomplishment  of 
that  most  important  work,  a  general  iden- 
tification of  the  interests  of  every  class 
and  description  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Viscount  PidmersUm, — Sir,  I  feel  reluc- 
tant to  obtrude  upon  the  House,  at  this 
late  hour,  but  1  cannot  suppress  my  anxiety 
not  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  shall  certainly  support  the  mo- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gent,  but,  on  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  there  are  so  many  shades 
and  gradations  of  opinion,  among  those  who 
will  generally  concur  in  their  vote  on  the 
resolution,  I  am  desirous  not  to  be  mis- 
understood as  to  the  extent  of  opinion, 
which  my  vote  will  express. 

1  certainly  am  aware  that  the  pledge  of 
the  last  parliament  is  not  binding  on  the 
present,  yet,  considering  the  preponderat- 
ing majority,  by  which  that  pledge  was 
given,  I  do  not  see  so  great  an  alteration 
in  the  composition  of  the  House,  as  to  ex- 
pect a  difference  in  the  decision  of  the 
aggregate.  But  has  any  thing  occurred, 
since  that  pledge,  which  ought  to  change 
the  opinions  of  individuals?  I  think  not. 
Is  it  in  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  ?  Did 


not  the  last  House  .make  their  pledge  la 
the  face  of  declarations,  on  the  part  of  the 
Catholics,  more  violent  and  intemperate, 
and  more  remote  from  conciliation  than 
any  act  of  theirs  since,  I  had  almost  said, 
than  any  act  of  theirs,  before  that  lime  ^ 
The  House  acted  wisely  in  so  doing  and 
with  becoming  dignity.  If  the  qaeatioB 
is  fit  to  be  entertained,  it  is  so  upoa  pub- 
lic grounds,  and  on  coniideratioDs  of  gene- 
ral expediency ;  and  the  House  I  nope 
will  never  allow  itself  to  be  deterred  from 
adopting  measures,  which  have  such  ob* 
jects  in  view,  by  the  intemperate  conduct 
of  a  few  turbulent  individuals.  Bot  the 
table  is  covered  with  petitions  from  the 
Protestants  of  the  empire.  I  should  be 
the  last  man  in  the  House  to  say  that  the 
opinions  of  constituents,  expressed  in  such 
petitions,  are  not  intitled  to  the  ereatest 
deference  and  respect;  but  the  form  of 
the  constitution  is  representative,  and  by 
it  the  duty  and  the  responsibility  of  deli- 
beration and  decision,  rests  with  the 
House,  and  not  with  the  people  at  large ; 
and  honourable  members  would  ill  per- 
form their  duty,  towards  those  who  seat 
them  here,  if,  when  they  have,  upon  foil 
and  mature  consideration,  made  op  their 
minds,  upon  a  great  and  important  ques- 
tion like  the  present,  they  hesiute  to  act 
upon  their  honest  conviction,  even  tboagii 
they  should  unfortunately  differ  in  opi- 
nion with  those  whom  they  represent  In 
this  House. 

Athough  I  wish  the  Catholic  clatms  lo 
be  consioered,  I  never  will  admit  those 
claims  to  stand  upon  the  ground  of  right* 
To  maintain  that  the  legislature  of  a  coon* 
try  has  not  a  right  to  impose  such  politi- 
cal disabilities  upon  any  class  of  the  com* 
munity,  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
welfare  and  safety  of  the  whole«  woold  be 
to  strike  at  once,  at  the  fundamental  prin* 
ciples,  on  which  civilised  governmeaft  is 
founded.  If  I  thought  the  Catholics  were 
asking  for  their  rights,  I  for  one  woald  not 
go  into  the  committee.  What*  would  it  be 
becoming  for  the  British*parliameot  to  say 
to  the  Catholics,  we  allow  that  what  yon 
ask  of  us  are  only  your  just  and  natural 
rights,  but  we  will  not  freely  and  liberally 
grant  them :  we  will  go  into  a  committee 
to  barter  with  you,  for  the  concession  of 
these  admitted  rights,  to  see  under  what 
conditions,  with  what  modificauions,  and 
subject  to  what  restrictions  these  rightt 
can  be  sanctioned  by  us?  Such  conduct 
would  at  once  be  inconsistent  and  onjost ; 
I  wish  the  few  honourable  membrra  who 
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maintain  thit  doctrine  of  rigli^,  to  weigh 
well  all  the  consequences,  to  which  it  is 
calculated  to  lead. 

.  Potting  this  question,  howerer.  entirely 
upon  the  ground  of  expediency,  I  cannot 
concur  with  those  who  think  that  they 
kave  proved  the  expediency  of  continuing 
the  Catholic  disabilities  now,  by. shewing 
that  they  were  necessary  in  the  times, 
when  they  were  originally  imposed. 
These  disabilities  are  not  the  role  of  the 
constitution,  but  an  exception  from  that 
rule;  their  necessity,  in  one  century,  is 
no  evidence  of  their  expediency  in  another; 
and  it  is  as  much  incumbent  upon  those, 
who  now  contend  for  their  continuance, 
to  shew  that  they  are  required,  for  the 
present  security  of  the  state,  as  it  was 
upon  those,  who  first  framed  them,  to 
prove  the  necessity  of  their  original  enact* 
ment. 

But,  what  are  the  dangers  which  have 
been  anticipated  from  a  repeal  of  this 
system  ?  I  am  happy  to  find  that,  in 
this  debate  at  least,  little  stress  has 
been  laid,  by  the  opposerfc  of  the  motion, 
upon  the  dangers,  which  would  result, 
from  admitting  Catholics  into  the  higher 
ranks  of  the  army  and  navy.  That 
advanced  position  they  have  been  pretty 
nearly  compelled  to  evacuate.  Such  an 
alarm  indeed  seemed  founded  upon  no  in- 
telligible grounds.  It  rests  the  existence 
pf  danger,  not  upon  the  nature  of  the 
power  entrusted,  but  upon  its  degree. 
Upon  what  rational  principle  can  it  be 
said  to  be  safe  to  entrust  a  Catholic 
with  the  command  of  a  regiment,  but  ut^ 
terly  dangerous  to  place  him  at  the  head 
of  a  brigade?  That  the  lower  orders 
of  the  Catholics  who,  from  want  of  edoca* 
tion  and  their  station  in  life,  must  necessa- 
rily be  more  easily  worked  upon  by  im- 
proper influence,  may  safely  be  entrusted 
with  arms  or  the  possession  of  our  ships, 
but  that  it  is  dangerous  to  place  the  same 
confidence  In  men,  in  the  higher  ranks  of 
life,  who,  from  the  advantages  of  superior 
education,  more  liberal  and  enlarged 
ideas,  and  a  higher  sense  of  professional 
honour,  have  so  much  stronger  claims  to 
be  trusted.  In  the  law  too,  few  persons 
have,  of  late,  contended  that  any  danger 
would  result  from  permitting  Catholics  to 
aspire  to  the  honours  of  their  profession. 
That  indeed  is,  of  all  others,  the  profes* 
sion,  which  it  seems  the  least  expedient  to 
allow  men  to  enter,  without  having  a  fair 
career  opened  to'^tbeir  ambition. 

The  great  stand  has  been  made,  upon 


the  admission  of  Catholics  into  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  the  danger  ap« 
prehended  is,  that  they  will  influence  the 
decision  of  the  Houses  in  some  vote  which 
might,  directly  or  indirectly,  affect  the 
Protestant  establishments  of  the  empire. 
Now  how  does  this  stand  ?  In  the  House 
of  Lords  their  numbers  must,  of  necessity, 
be  too  small  to  have  any  effect  upon  the 
decisions  of  that  body.  In  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  number  would  undoubted- 
ly be  greater,  but  would  still  bear  so  very 
small  a  proportion  to  the  whole,  as  to  ren- 
der it  absolately  impossible  for  them  to 
carry  any  such  point  by  themselves.  Now 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  Catholics,  coming  into  this  House, 
would,  much  in  the  same  way  that  Protes* 
tants  do,  range  themselves  under  the  ban- 
ners of  the  different  political  parties,  which 
might  exist,  within  its  watl.^  according  as 
they  might  be  influenced  by  considera- 
tions of  personal  .connection  or  political 
feelings ;  but,  supposing,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  they  move  in  one  compact 
mass,  directing  all  their  efibrts  to  the  at« 
tainment  of  this  particular  object;  by 
themselves  they  would  be  powerless ;  they 
must  then  bargain  with  some  great  Pro- 
testant party,  and  barter  their  aid  in  the 
contest,  for  the  concession  of  their  object, 
when  the  victory  should  be  gained.  Now 
I  know  well  that,  in  a  popular  constitolion 
like  ours,  when  conflicting  parties  are 
nearly  balanced,  when  all  the  passions  of 
the  mind  are  roused,  and  the  prise  to  be 
fought  for  is  nothing  less  than  the  direc- 
tion of  the  afiiiirs  of  a  great  and  mighty 
empire,  men  may  be  led  to  make  lar^e 
sacrifices  at  the  shrine  of  political  ambi- 
tion. The  history  of  the  country,  unfortu- 
nately, is  not  without  such  examples.  But 
whatever  maybe  the  errors  of  individuals, 
I  never  can  bring  myself  to  believe,  that 
there  would,  at  any  time,  be  found,  in  this 
House,  a  sufficiently  powerful  and  nume- 
rous Protestant  party,  so  profligate  in  prin- 
ciple, and  so  dead  to  a  sense  of  every 
thing,  which  would  be  due  to  themselves 
and  to  their  country,  as  to  barter  away 
the  religious  establishment  of  any  part  of 
the  empire,  for  the  gratification  of  political 
ambition.  But  supposing  again  this  com- 
bination of  improbabilities  to  occur,  and 
snch  a  vote  to  be  extqrted  from  that 
House,  I  trust  that  there  would  still  be 
found,  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
in  a  Protestant  sovereign,  and,  above  all, 
in  the  indignant  feeling  of  a  betrayed 
people,  barriers,  amply  sufficient,  to  pro- 
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tect  the  Protestant  establishmenta  of  the 
empire,  from  profanation  by  such  sacrile- 
gious  hands. 

I  do  not  think,  then,  that  a  case  of  dan- 

fer  has  been  sufficiently  made  out;  but  if 
think  there  is  no  real  danger  in  the  re- 
moval of  these  disabilities,  accompanied 
by  such  other  corresponding  regalations 
as  the  Hoase  may  ultimately  adopt,  i  do 
think  there  is  both  inconvenience  and 
danger  in  the  continuance  of  the  present 
anomalous  state  of  things.  We  have  gone 
too  far  to  stop  where  we  are ;  if  it  had 
been  intend^,  for  ever,  to  debar  the  Ca« 
t holies  from  any  share  in  the  honours  of 
the  constitution,  they  have  been  too 
largely  admitted  to  its  civil  privileges ;  it 
is  not  in  human  nature  to  be  satisfied, 
when  so  near  the  attainment  of  its  wishes. 
We  cannot,  under  these  circumstances, 
hope  to  derive  those  advantages  from  the 
Catholics,  as  members  of  the  community, 
which  other  wise  we  might  expect.  We  have, 
in  the  bosom  of  the  empire,  a  large  mass, 
considerable  by  its  numbers,  by  property, 
by  rank,  by  talent,  and  activity,  but  sepa- 
rate in  its  feelings,  distinct  in  its  interests, 
drcomscribed  and  cut  off  from  the  rest  of 
the  community,  by  an  impassable  line  of 
demarcation.  Is  this  a  desirable  state  of 
things  ?  can  -we  be  said  to  have,  at  our 
command,  the  full  natural  resources  of  the 
united  empire  ?.  I  do  not  mean  to  palliate 
or  defend  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics ;  it 
has  been  most  reprehensible.  To  their 
own  violence  and  intemperance  they  may 
ascribe  many  of  the  difficulties  which 
they  still  have  to  encounter.  Bat  is  the 
course,  which  has  been  so  long  pursued, 
with  regard  to  them,  wise  and  beneficial 
for  the  country  ?  that  is  the  real  question 
for  the  House  to  consider.  Is  it  wise,  for 
instance,  to  say  to  any  set  of  men,  that 
they  may  enter,  it  is  true»  the  army  and 
the  navy ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  bra- 
very and  talents  they  may  display,  how- 
ever brilliant  the  achievements  they  may 
perform,  they  must  remain  in  the  inferior 
ranks  of  the  service  ?  Can  we  hope,  from 
such  men,  the  full  stretch  of  exertion  te 
which,  by  proper  incentives,  they  might 
be  led  ?  Is  it  wise  again  to  admit  men  to 
the  profession  of  the  law  and  forbid  them 
to  aspire  to  its  honours  ?  Might  not  the 
knowledge  and  habits  of  business,  to  ac^ 
qnired,  sometimes  be  perverted  to  mis- 
chievous purposes  ?  might  not  the  activity 
or  ambition,  which  is  cherished  in  one  di- 
rectioDf  break  oat  in  another  ?  If  men  feel 
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that  they  cannot  hope  to  rise  to  profes- 
sional honours,  may  they  not  be  tempted 
to  gratify  their  love  of  distinction  by  be* 
coming  the  leaders  of  a  faction  ?  I  do  not 
say  that  such  things  would,  bat  ondoobt- 
ediv  they  might  be. 

Is  it  wise  to  sav  to  men  of  rank  and 
property,  who,  from  old  lineage  or  present 
possessions  have  a  deep  intereat  in  the 
common  weal,  that  they  live  indeed  in  e 
country  where,  by  the  blessinga  of  a  free 
constitution,  it  is  possible  for  apy  man, 
themselves  oMiy  excepted,  by  the  honesi 
exertions  of  talents  and  industry,  in  the 
avocations  of  political  life,  to  make  him- 
self honoured  and  respected  by  bis  coun- 
trymen, and  to  render  good  service  to  the 
state ;  that  they  alone  can  never  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  this  career  ?  That  they 
may  indeed  usefully  employ  theniftelves, 
in  the  humbler  avocations  of  private  life, 
but  that  public  setvice  they  never  can 
perform,  public  honour  they  never  shall 
attain  ?  What  we  have  lost  by  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  system,  it  is  not  for  roan  to 
know.  What  we. may  have  lost  can  more 
easily  be  imagined.  If  it  had  onfortanate- 
ly  happened  that  by  the  circumstances  of 
birth  and  education,  a  Nelson,  a  Welling- 
ton, a  Burke,  a  Fox,  or  a  Pitt,  had  belong- 
ed to  this  class  of  the  community,  of  wbst 
hoooura  and  what  glory  might  not  the 
page  of  British  history  have  been  depriv- 
ed ?  To  what  perils  and  calamities  might 
not  this  country  have  been  exposed }  The 
question  is  not  whether  we  would  have  so 
large  a  part  of  the  population  Catholic  or 
not.  There  they  are,  and  we  must  deal  with 
them  as  we  can.  It  is  in  vain  to  think 
that  by  any  human  pressure,  we  can  atop 
the  spring  which  gushes  from  the  earth. 
But  it  is  for  us  to  consider  whether  we  will 
force  it  to  spend  its  strength  in  secret  and 
hidden  coursesi  undermining  our  fences, 
and  corrupting  oor  soil,  or  whether  we 
shall,  at  once,  turn  the  current  into  the 
open  and  spacious  channel  of  hoaoorable 
and  conatitutional  ambition,  converting  it 
into  the  means  of  national  prosperity  and 
public  wealth. 

I  shall,  therefore,  go  into  the  committee 
with  an  anxious  and  sincere  desire  that 
ila  deliberations  may  lead  to  some  arrange- 
ment, which  may  be  final  and  satialactory 
on  this  subject.  But  I  shall  go  into  the 
committee  free  and  unfettered  by  any 
pledce,  and  holding  myself  at  liberty  to 
decide  for  myself  upon  whatever  proposi- 
tions  may  there  be  suggested* 
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Mr.  Hart  DaoUt  jan.  (member  for  Col* 
cheitei)  rote  and  said : 

Sir ;  I  consider  the  opinions  of  the  Honse, 
with  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  question^ 
to  be  divided  into  several  distinct  and  ee* 
parate  classes.  There  are  tbosef  who  think 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  ask  nothing 
more  than  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  de- 
mandi  and  who  are»  therefore*  desirous  of 
going  into  a  committee,  to  grant  every 
thing  required  of  them.  Others  consider 
the  question  as  one  of  expediency  rather 
than  of  right*  and*  under  this  view  of  the 
aabject*  think  it  political  and  advhable  to 
grant  the  claims  of  the  Gatholics*  under 
•ufficient  securities  to  the  church  and  the 
constitution.  These  honourable  gentlemen 
are  desirous  of  going  into  a  committee*  at 
all  events*  urging  that*  when  the  House 
has  come  to  this  determination*  it  will  be 
seen  what  securities  the  Catholics  are  wil- 
ling to  grant*  and  if  these  appear  to  the 
House  not  sufficient*  it  will  then  be  time 
to  refuse  their  petition.  There  appear  to 
be  those  also  who  think  that*  by  going 
Into  a  committee*  and  by  giving  the  sub- 
ject every  requisite,  consideration*  they 
should  amply  prove*  to  the  Catholics*  that 
they  are  not  actuated  by  any  blind  preju- 
dices* in  refusing  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of 
their  petition*  and  that*  bv  this  ample  in- 
Testigistion*  they  should  be  able  to  shew 
the  Catholics  themselves  the  impractica* 
bility  of  the  measure  so  clearly*  as  to  put 
the  question  finally  at  rest. 

There  is  yet  another  class*  difieriog 
from  all  the  rest,  in  the  main  question 
under  consideration*  that  of  going  into  a 
committee.  They  agree  indeed  with 
those*  who  wish  to  canvass  the  claims, 
rather  on  the  plea  of  expediency  than  of 
right:  but  from  this  slight  agreement  of 
premises,  the  conclusion  they  arrive  at  is 
widely  different;  for  thev  consider  the 
grant*  so  entirely  inexpedient,  that,  even 
Uie  agitation  of  the  subject  is  unadvisable. 

To  those  who  conceive  the  Catholics  to 
be  demanding  only  what  they  have  a  right 
to  demand;  that  their  birthright  is,  and 
has  been,  unjustly  detained  from  them  ; 
that*  in  fact*  without  this  emancipation,  as 
it  is  called,  the  Catholics  are  virtually 
only  a  species  of  slaves* — 1  can  only  state* 
that  my  opinions  are  directly  opposed  to 
theirs.  Indeed  a  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whose  ability  has  been  so  generally  com- 
plimented, whose  argumentative  eloquence 
so  astonished  tbe  House*  on  the  first  night's 
debate*  refused  to  concur  in  many  of  the 
violent  argumenu*  urged  by  those«  who 
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spoke  on  the  same  side  of  the  question 
with  himself.  He  has  refused  to  concur 
in  the  doctrine,  that  securities  are  not  to  be 
required  from  the  Catholics.  On  the  con* 
trary*  he  has  agreed  to  the  right  and  ne« 
cessity  of  demanding  just  and  strong  secu- 
rities for  the  establishment*  in  return  for 
the  proposed  grant. 

This  would  lead  me  to  cot^sider  the  opU 
nions  of  those*  who  seem  inclined  to  vote  for 
going  into  a  committee ;  some*  without  any 
expectation  of  being  able  to  carry  that  vote 
firtber,  whilst  others  are  desirous  that  the 
claims  should  be  only  partially  conceded^ 
and  who  expect  that  tbe  (^atholics  may  be 
induced  to  agree  to  the  establishment  of 
those  safeguards  necessary  to  be  obtained 
in  the  execution  of  the  projected  measure. 
To  these  gentlemen  I  appeal  for  a  candid, 
for  a  favourable  hearing.  These  I  intreat  to 
weigh  well  the  importance  of  the  step  tbey 
are  about  to  fake ;  to  approach  with  cau- 
tion* the  precipice*  near  which  they  stand. 

Many  of  those*  desirous  of  going  into  a 
committee*  are  by  no  means  sanguine  in 
their  expectations  of  a  final  adjustment. 
Many  there  are  who  think  with  me,  that 
tbe  Catholics,  encouraged  by  their  elo- 
quent advocates  in  this  House*  relying  on 
the  entire  right,  which  they  have  been 
taught  to  consider  as  attached  to  their 
cause,  will  refuse  to  retract  any  of  their 
demands;  will  determine  to  be  satisfied 
with  nothing  short  of  the  whole.  Should 
this  be  the  case  (and  I  firmly  believe  that, 
if  ever  the  House  is  induced  lo  ^o  into  a 
committee,  on  this  subject,  it  will  prove  to 
be  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Ca- 
tholics) what  would  be  the  conduct  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen  to  whom  I 
have  immediately  alluded  ?  Unquestion- 
ably they  Will  see  the  necessity  of  with- 
holding the  grant*  which*  they  before  con« 
sidered,  might  possibly  be  made.  Finding 
themselves  deceived  in  their  expectations* 
they  would  immediately  see  the  propriety 
of  voting  against  the  fulfilment  of  a  mea- 
sure* for  the  consideration  of  which  thev 
had  before  given  their  suffrage.  One  ad* 
vantage  certainly  might  arise  out  of  going 
into  the  proposed  committee.  The  coun- 
try might  then  see  that  the  Catholics  would 
be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  the  whole 
of  their  demands,  so  plainly,  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  all  future  discussTOir  Would  be  ob- 
viated* because  it  would  manifestly  be  use- 
less. This  trifling  advantage*  however* 
would  be  infinitely  overbalanced  by  the 
evils*  which  would  arise  out  of  the  mea- 
sure.   The  Csttholics,  who  are  now  eager 
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and  sangoine  in  their  ezpectations,  would, 
on  the  Hoose  going  into  a  committee,  be 
satisfied  of  their  ultimate  success.  They 
would  hare  gained  one  important  step«  for 
which  they  ha?e  so  long  oe^n  labouring 
in  vain.  Hope,  already  raised  to  expec- 
tation, would  instantly  be  increased  to 
ideal  certainty.  They  would  consider  the 
Kubicon  as  passed,  and  retreat,  on  the 
part  of  parliament,  impracticable;  and  if 
they  are  now  unwilling  to  concede  any 
favourite  point,  is  it  protpable  that,  buoyed 
up  by  a  partial  success,  relying  on  a  fan- 
cied security,  they  will  suddenly  become 
more  humble  6r  more  conciliating  ?  If  it 
is  now  adduced  as  an  argument,  in  favour 
of  the  claims,  that  it  were  unsafe  to  refuse 
them,  with  bow  much  greater  force  would 
it  be  urged „when  the  expectations  of  the 
Catholics  have  been  raised  to  a  higher 
pitch,  and  consequently  when  a  refusal 
would  rouse  sensations  doubly  bitter ! 

I  am  not  now  addressing  myself  to  those 
honourable  gentlemen,  who  are  willing 
to. go  all  lengths;  who  think  every  thing 
should  be  conceded,  without  security,  to 
the  Catholic  claimants.  To  such  persons, 
indeed,  every  such  argument  would  be  an 
inducement  to  go  into  the  Committee,  in 
order  that  expectation  might  be  raised, 
amongst  the  Catholics,  to  the  highest 
pitch ;  because  they  know  that,  in  this 
case,  their  wishes  would  be  more  nearly 
accomplished,  that  arguments,  at  present 
urged,  on  the  plea  of  expediency,  might 
then  assume  the  dictatorial  tone  of  stern 
necessity.  They  might  then  say,  **  Thus 
far  have  you  gone,. recede  now  at  your 
peril."  To  such  persons  therefore,  it  is 
naturally  seen,  that  I  do  not  address  my- 
self. I  raise  my  voice,  humble  as  it  is,  to 
caution  those  who  have  not  determined  to 
allow  unlimited  concessions,  or  those  who 
have  not  made  up  their  minds  on  any  con- 
cessidn  whatever,  against  running  blindly 
into  a  measure,  the  consef|uence8  of  which 
they  have,  perhaps,  not  fully  considered. 
In  avoiding  Scylki  they  should  take  care 
lest  they  be  hurried  into  Charybdis.  In 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  Catholics 
they  should  at  least  beware  of  forging  a 
weapon,  which  might  be  turned  against 
themselves,  the  moment  they  endeavour 
to  stop,  thinking  concession  had  gone  far 
enough.  They  should  at  least  ascertain 
that  the  CatAmiics  would  be  folly  satisfied, 
with  the  grant  proposed,  before  they  com- 
mence conceding ;  for  is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  men,  whose  disaffection  is,  at  this 
moment^  said  to  be  apprehended  by  their 


friends,  if  some  raeaaure  ianot  brought  for- 
ward in  their  favour,  would  fail   to  urge 
their  claims,  in  the  same  powerful  manner, 
whenever  they  choose    to    deinaDd  the 
Completion  of  their  wishes?    I^  ihereibre, 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  whenever  a 
claim  is  refused  from-  this  (quarter  (aod  all 
those  even  who  are  moderate  friends  of  the 
Catholics,  agree  that  a  stand  oiiiat  be  made 
somewhere)   the  House  will  do   ^^ell  to 
meet  it  boldly,  in  the  outset.   They  aboold 
stem  the  torrent  near  its  source,  lest,  by 
the   prolongation  of  its  course^  it  should 
increase  in  rapidity,  in  size  and  io  power. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  that,  going 
into  a  committee,  is,,  in  itself,  coocediag 
nothing;,  that,  in  hct,  it  is  only  consider- 
ing whether  concession  should  be  made  or 
not.    But  it  should  be  remembered  that 
this  step  is  one,   for  which  the  Catholicr 
and  their  supporters  have  long  been  efiec- 
tually  contending.    It  is  the  first  stone  ol 
the  building ;  it  is  an  outwork  of  the  forti- 
fication, the  taking  of  which,  although  it 
may  not  ensure  the  overthrow,  at  least 
endfangers  the  security  of  the  citadeL    If 
those,  who  have  not  made  up  their  miods 
for  unlimited  concession,  or  if  thoae,  who 
have  not  determined  oiv  any  concession  to 
the  C&tholics,  should  now  vote  for  going 
into  a  committee,  the  one,  in  the  vague 
idea  of  producing^  a  reciprocity  of  conces- 
sion, on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  the 
other  hoping  to  conciliate  them  by  a  more 
candid  examination  Of  their  claims,  the 
former  may  find,  too  late,  that  partial  con- 
cessions are  only  the  stepping- atone  to 
further  exactionsr-the  latter,  that  the  en* 
couragement  of  expectation,  when  it  is  not 
finally  realized,  instead    of  conciliation, 
produces  an  increase  of  animosity.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  former  will  not  rosh 
into  a  committee,  with  so  little  prospect  of 
arriving  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  whilst 
the  latter  will  hardly  be  so  infatuated  as  to 
assist  the  plans  of  their  opponents,  by 
agreeing  to  go  into  this  proposed  commit* 
tee,  in  the  vain  and  weak  hope  of  satisfy* 
ing  the  Catholics,  by  a  mere  momentary 
shew  of  acquiescence* 

Mr.  Jlauy  Latcclla* — Sir,  the  aobject, 
now  under  discussion,  has  been- so  folly 
debated,  fior  several  years,  that  I  shall  con- 
fine my  observations  solely  to  what  ap- 
pears, to  me,  to  be  the  result  The  House 
is  now  required  to  go  into  a  committee, 
with  a  view  to  a  conciliatory  adjustment  of 
the  Catholic  claims ;  but  before  I  can  coo- 
aent  to  go  into  t  coflimittee,  sone  prtcti- 
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cal  plm  must  be  shewn.  Nolwithstand- 
ing  ibii  8objec**hu  been  to  long  under 
consideration!  it  does  not  appear,  at  this 
moment,  that  any  such  plan  is  in  exis- 
tence.  Three  propositionsj  however,  seem 
to  be  established :  namely,  that  all  parties 
in  the  House  agree  that  secnriiies  ought  to 
be  given  to  our  establishments ;  that  the 
Catholics  have  distinctly  declared,  that 
they  will  not  agree  to  grant  such  securities ; 
and  that  no  one  individual,  in  the  House, 
has  reasonable  ground  for  concluding,  that 
any  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  made, 
in  the  committee* 

It  has  been  staled  in  the  coorse  of  this 
debate,  by  an  hon.  member,  whose  autho- 
rity upon  this  subject  is  sreat,  that  use 
has  been  made  of  the  Catholic  question  in 
Ireland,  bv  the  disaffected,  and  those  who 
wish  to  render  it  instrumental  towards  the 
disunion  of  the  two  countries.  I  must  ob- 
serve, that  I  should  have  considered  a  dis- 
claimer of  such  proceedinffs,  by  the  sonnd 
part  of  the  Catholics,  as  mdicatorv  of  a 
conciliatory  disposition ;  I  could  have 
wished  that  such  disclaimer  had  taken 
place.  For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  foresee 
any  circumstance,  which  can  ever  induce 
me  to  ^gree  to  refer  the  consideration 
of  this  great  question  to  a  committee,  before 
some  specific  plan  shall  be  offered,  upon 
which  the  committee  shall  act 

I  feel  the  greatest  respect  for  the  Ca- 
tholic body,  and  shall  be  as  forward  as 
nny  man  in  the  House«  to  assist  in  reliev- 
ing them  from  any  real  grievances  of 
which  they  may  have  to  complain;  so 
ftr  as  I  may  be  enabled  to  do  so  without 
risking  essential  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  satis- 
fnctory  mode  ot  eftcting  these  poiats,  is 
to  discuss  them  in  the  shape  of  bills. 

Much  has  been  said  ,upon  the  subject  of 
the  numerous  petitions,  which  have  been 
presented  to  the  House,  against  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics,  and  I  own  m vself  asto- 
nished at  the  docuines  now  laid  down  by 
those  very  gentlemen,  who,  only  a  few 
months  ago,  were  foremost  in  declaring, 
that,  when  the  public  mind  is  agitated, 
great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the 
manner  in  which  petitioliers  may  express 
themselves ;  but  it  now  appears  that  this 
liberality  is  meant  to  attach  upon  those 
only  who  agree  with  them  in  sentiment. 
Not  only  the  petitioners  have,  upon  this 
occasion,  incorred  the  disapprobation  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen,  but  the 
whole  body  of  the  clergy,  because  they 
have  been  foood  active  in  conKieationsly 


endeavouring  to  support  and  maintain 
the  ecclesiastical  establishments  of  this 
country.   ' 

Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  conviction 
that  no  satisfactory  result  will  arise  from 
going  into  a  committee,  in  the  present 
disposition  of  the  Catholics,  as  evinced  by 
the  resolutions  and  proceedings,  lately 
adopted  and  published,  by  that  bodjr ; 
and  as  no  specific  plan  has  been  offered, 
for  the  adoption  of  the  committee,  which 
seems  calculated  to  satisfy  either  the  Ca- 
tholics or  the  Protestanu,  I  feel  myself 
compelled  to  give  my  decided  opposition 
to  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
House,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TWfdoy,  March  2. 

LBTTEa  raoM  the  Pamctss  op  Wales 
TO  THE  SpBAKEa.1  Immediately  upon 
the  meeting  of  the  House, 

The  SpSiker  r<5se,  and  staled,  that  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  inform  the  House, 
that  he  had  received  yesterday,  while 
seated  in  the  chair  of  that  House,  a  Letter, 
purporting  to  come  from  her  roval  high- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  which  it 
was  expressed  to  be  her  wish  should  be 
communicated  to  the  House.  The  Letter, 
however,  being  without  date,  and  having 
been  delivered  to  one  of  the  mcssengeri 
at  the  door  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  did 
not  think  that  it  came  to  his  hands  in  such 
an  authenticated  form  as  warranted  him 
in  laying  it  before  the  House.  This  daj 
he  had  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  as* 
certain  whether  the  Leuer  was  authen- 
tic or  not,  and  from  those  enquiries, 
and  from  a  letter  which  he  had  this  day 
received  from  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  acknowledging  that 
the  letter  of  yesterday  came  from  her,  and 
enclosing  a  duplicate  of  it,  he  had  now  no 
longer  any  reason  to  doubt  the  Letter's 
being  authentic.  With  the  permission  of 
the  House,  therefore,  he  should  now,  if  it 
was  their  pleasure,  read  the  Letter  he  had 
received  this  day,  with  the  duplicate  of  the 
Letter  of  yesterday  inclosed  in  it. 

The  Letter  of  this  day,  and  iu  inclo- 
sure,  were  then  read,  as  follow : 

'« Mmutpie  Hmu,  Blaekhemk, 
MardkQd,  1815. 
'«  The  PrinceM  of  Wales  by  her  own  de» 
sire,  as  well  as  by  the  advice  of  her  coon* 
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ieU  did  yesterday  transmit  to  Mr.  Speaker 
tt  Letter  which  she  was  anxious  should 
have  been  read  without  del  ay  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  Princess  requests 
that  the  said  Letter  may  be  read  this  very 
day  to  the  House  of  Commons: — the 
Princess  of  Wales  encloses  Mr.  Speaker  a 
duplicate  of  the  Letter  alluded  to. 


"  Montague  House^  Blackheaths 
March  Isi^  1813. 
^  The  Princess  of  Wales  informs  Mr. 

Speaker,  that  she  has  received  from  the 
lord  viscount  Sidmouth  a  copy  of  a  Re- 
port made  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  by  a  certain  number  of  the 
members  of  his  Majesty's  privy -council, 
to  whom  it  appears  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness had  been  advised  to  refer  the  consi- 
deration of  documents  and  ether  evideace 
respecting  her  character  and  conduct. 

"  The  Report  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
her  Royal  Highness  feels  persuaded  no 
person  can  read  it  without  considering  it 
as  conveying  aspersions  upon  her ;  and  al- 
though their  vagueness  renders  it  impos- 
sible to  discover  precisely  what  is  meant, 
0r  even  what  she  has  been  charged  with, 
yet  as  the  Princess  feels  conscious  of  no 
offence  whatever,  she  thinks  it  due  to  her- 
self, to  the  illustrious  Houses  with  which 
ahe  is'  connected  by  blood  and  by  mar- 
viage,  and  to  the  people  among  whoa  sbe 
holds  so  distinguished  a  rank,  not  to  ac- 
quiesce for  a  moment  under  any  imputa- 
tions affecting  her  honour. 

.*'  The  Princess  of  Wales  has  not  been 
permitted  to  know  upon  what  evidence 
the  members  of  the  privy  council  pro- 
ceeded, still  less  to  be  heard  in  her  de- 
fence. She  knew  only  by  common  ru- 
mour of  the  enquiries  which  they  have 
been  carrying  on,  until  the  result  of  those 
inqviries  was  communicated  to  her;  and 
ahe  has  no  means  now  of  knowing  whe- 
ibtt  the  members  aeted  as  a  body  to 
whom  she  can  appeal  for  redress,  at  least 
for  a  hearing,  or  only  in  their  individiMil 
capatilies,  as  persons  selected  to  make  a 
report  opon  her  conduct ;  the  Princess  is 
cherefore  compelled  to  throw  herself  upon 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  parliattsnlf  and 


11984 

to  desire  that  the  fullest  investigatioii  may 
be  instituted  of  her  wholecondnct  during 
the  period  of  her  residence  in  tbia  coun- 
try. The  Princess  fears  no  scruiiay^  how- 
ever strict,  provided  she  may  be  tried  by 
impartial  judges  known  to  the  constitntio^ 
and  in  the  fair  and  open  manner  whidi  the 
law  of  the  land  prescribes. 

'«  Her  only  desire  is  that  she  may  either 
be  treated  as  innocent,  or  proTed  to  be 
guilty. 

<<  The  Princess  of  Wales  deaii«s  Mr. 
Speaker  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the 
House  of  Commons.'' 

After  a  short  pause,  without  any  incli- 
nation being  evinced  on  the  part  of  any 
other  member  to  address  the  House, 

Mr.  Wkkhread  observed,  that  the  letter 
which  had  been  just  read  by  the  Speaker, 
could  not  fail,  not  only  to  interest  every 
person  who'  had  heard  it,  but  to  appear  lo 
all  to  be  of  such  importance  as  to  reqoife 
the  immediate  attention    of  the   Home. 
He  apprehended  it  was  impossible  that 
suqh  a  communication   could  be   made 
from  so  high  a  quarter,  and  soffered  to 
pass  with  being  simply  read,  in  silence. 
He  had  waited  until  a  noble  lord  opposite, 
a  minister  of  state,  one  of  the  confidential 
servants  of  the  crown,  when  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales's  conduct 
was  formerly  taken  into  consideration,  by 
that  part  of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable 
privy  council,  particularly  and  popalariy 
designated  under  the  name  of  the  Cabinei, 
and  who  most  have  been  one  of  that  body 
of  privy  counsellors,  to  whom  the  consi- 
deration of  her  Royal  Highness's  condoet 
had  recently  been  sobmiited  —  he  Itad 
waited  until  he  saw  that  noble  lord  take 
his  place  (an  intimation,  as  he  presumed, 
that  It  was  not  that  noble  lord's  intention 
to  make  any  proposition  on  the  sobject), 
before  he  had  risen  to  address  the  Chair. 
Not  seeing  any  other  hon.  member  dis- 
posed to  proceed  in  the  business,  he  wish- 
ed to  ask  the  noble  lord,  whether  it  was 
his  intention  to  call  the  further  attcntioo 
of  the  House  to  her  Royal  Highnea^s 
Letter. 

Lord  CaMkftagk  replied,  that  no  person 
conid  feel  more  thoroughly  than  himself 
the  importance  and  delicacjr  of  the  pre- 
sent snbjeet.  But,  as  a  notice  was  enter* 
ed  in  the  order  book,  of  a  motton  ai  oe 
further  distant  period  than  the  day  after 
to-aonrowi  relative  to  her  royal  bighoeas 
f 
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the  Princess  of  Wales,  k  did  nol  tppewr  to 
him  to  be  necesstrj,  at  present,  to  enter  on 
ahe  transaction  alltided  to.  Whatever  de- 
licacy be  might  entertain  on  the  subject, 
^rhen  the  proper  day  should  arrive  neces- 
aity  might  probably  impose  on  him  the 
obligation  of  folly  explaining  all  the  cir- 
ca na  stances  of  the  case.  But  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  agree  with  him  that 
lie  had  falfiUed  his  public  doty  in  not  an- 
ticipating the  expected  discussion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  enqoired  if  the  bon. 
member  who  bad  given  the  notice  (Mr. 
Coclirane  Johnstone)  was  in  the  House* 
If  so,  he  trusted  that  he  wonld  enter  into 
some  explanation  on  the  subject.  The 
Letter  which  had  been  read  by  the 
Speaker,  avowedly  originated  with  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
The  hon.  member  who  had  given  notice 
of  a  motion  relative  to  her  Royal  High- 
ness, could  alone  say  whether  he  was  an* 
thorised  by,  or  whether  he  acted  in  con- 
cnrrence  with  her  Royal  Highness.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  apprehended  not.  As  it  ap- 
peared that  the  hon.  member  was  not  in 
the  House,  it  might  be  "expedient,  that 
when  he  came,  he  shoald  be  requested  to 
declare  whether  bis  motion  was  or  was 
not  fooaded  on  any  understanding  with 
her  Royal  Highness.  If  the  hon.  member 
should  state  that  he  had  no  anthority  from 
her  Royal  Highness,  it  would  then  be  for 
the  House  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of 
taking  her  Royal  Highnesses  commonlca- 
tion  into  their  most  serions  and  deliberate 
consideration  (as  be  trusted  they  would), 
independently  of  a  notice  witn  which  it 
would  appear  to  be  wholly  vncoimected. 
Here  the  conversation  dropped. 

Ma.  GaATTAN*s  Motion  roa  a  Cow- 

WITTEB    OH   THa    CLAIMS   OV   TBX    RoMAN 

CATHOLics—AojouaNBo  DiBATB.]  The 
House,  according  to  order,  resumed  the 
adjourned  Debate  upon  the  motion  made 
upon  Thursday  last,  «'That  this  Hovse 
will  resolve  itself  into  a  CooHnittee  of  the 
whole  Hooae,  to  take  into  its  most  serioos 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Laws  afleci* 
ing  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view 
to  such  a  final  and  cenciliatorr  adjust- 
meat  as  may  be  conducive  to  toe  peace 
and  strenglii  of  the  untied  kingdoms,  to 
the  stability  of  the  Protestant  establish- 
taeni,  and  to  the  general  satisfaction  and 
poneord  of  all  daises  of  his  Migesty's  sab- 
jocts* 


Sir  Henry  Pamell  rose  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows : 

Sir ;  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  second  in  the  debate 
last  night  (Mr.  Pole)»  was  not  less  credit* 
able  to  him  for  its  candour  and  sincerity, 
than  deserving  the  attention  of  the  Huose^ 
inasmuch  as  he  is  a  most  competent  wit- 
ness to  ail  the  leading  points  of  the  qoes* 
tion.  He  has  said  that  the  whole  Catho- 
lic body,  even  the  very  poorest  of  them, 
are  anxious  for  emancipation;  that  the 
sense  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  h  in 
Hsvour  of  it,  and  that  we  are  now  come  to 
that  point,  in  consequence  of  ihe  increased 
knowledge  and  riches  of  the  Catholics,  at 
which  we  must  make  op  ou^  minds,  either 
to  concede  what  they  ask,  or  to  re«enaet 
the  penal  code  and  prepare  for  a  rebellion^ 

A  right  bon«-  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder) 
has,  lilfe  many  others  who  preceded  him, 
founded  his  opposition,  in  a  great  degree^ 
upon  the  language  and  resolutions  of  the 
Catholic  board*  If,  however,  there  were 
any  thing,  in  that  language,  expressing 
soreness  under  grievance,  or  impatience  to 
obtain  redress,  the  Catholics  have  learnt  it 
from  yoor  own  history.  If  their  langnage 
has  been  violent  or  intemperate,  it  baa 
been  taught  them,  either  by  the  doctrine 
or  the  example,  certainly  by  the  provoca- 
tion of  their  opponents.  But  great  allow- . 
ances  should  be  made  for  the  circum* 
stances  of  irvitation,  under  which  thifl 
board  was  formed,  the  circular  letter  ef 
the  Irish  Secretary  ;  the  proclamation  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant;  the  arrest  of  lord 
Fiogal ;  the  trials  of  the  delegates ;  and 
the  ifreech  of  the.  Attorney  General,  im» 
puting  trealonable  intentions  to  the  whole 
Catholic  body.  But  tbe  circumstance 
which  shoold  be  most  attended  to,  occur- 
red immediately  ptior  to  the  resolotiensw 
which  are  the  most  condemned-«the  ne« 
goctation  for  forming  a  i^ew  administra- 
tion, which  continued  a  whole  month,  and 
the  Regent's  having  acceded  to  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  Catholics,  as  a  part  of  tho* 
basis  of  the  proposed  arrangements. 

The  Catholics  most  have  been  more 
than  men,  to  have  borne  the  result  of  it, 
tbe  restoration  of  their  opponenta  to 
poweTi  in  silence  and  satisfaction.  But 
whatever  may  have  been  tbe  impropriety 
of  tbe  language  of  the  Catholics,  it  haa 
nothing  to  say  to  the  qnestion ;  we  are 
not  to  legislate  upon  thi*  local  and  narrow 
view  of  the  subject,  hot  upon  those  great 
principiea  of  wisdom  and  j«flti€a»  which 
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direct  us  to  take  the  whole  of  the  case 
under  our  consideration,  and  adopt  one 
general  and  comprehensive  measure. 

A  right  hon.  memher  (Mr.  Ryder)  has 
asserted  that  the  sense  of  the  people  is 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  Catholics;  but 
this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case  'from 
the  Petitions.  Four  counties  only  have 
met  by.  public  requisition ;  one  of  these, 
Cornwall,  has  said  that  enquiry  ought  to 
be  gone  into ;  and  another,  Wiltshire,  re- 
fused to  oppose  the  Catholics.  Nine 
counties  have  sent  only  one  Petition  each, 
from  one  town  in  each ;  three  couaties 
have  sent  two ;  three  counties  have  sent 
three ;  and  two  counties  more  than  four, 
firom  towns  within  ihem,  signed  by  the 
laity.  Twenty -three  Petitions  come  from 
corporations.  From  twenty  English  coun- 
ties, five  Welsh  counties,  and  all  Scotland, 
there  is  not  one  Petition  from  the  laity. 
The  just  inference,  therefore,  is,  that  the 
tense  of  the  people  is  decidedly  \n  favour 
of  the  Catholics.  Of  the  manner  in  which 
these  Petitions  have  been  obtained,  it  is 
only  requisite  to  call  to  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  that  the  Third  Part  of  the 
Statement  olf  the  Pdnal  Laws  was  read,  and 
believed  to  be  an  authentic  work,  during 
the  whole  time  that  these  Petitions  were 
preparing  and  deciding  upon.  In  reeard 
to  the  matter  contained  in  them,  this  is  of 
much  more  serious  importance,  as  it  in- 
dicts a  whole  community  of  professing 
treasonable  principles,  and  teaches  the 
people  of  England  to  form  false  notions  of 
the  nature  of  the  constitution.  By  so 
doing,  it  leads  them  astray,  from  taking  a 
right  course,  in  case  its  safety  should 
really  be  endangered  by  an  attempt  to 
subvert  it. 

But  before  entering  on  any  examina- 
tion of  the  contents  of  these  Petitions,  it  is 
fit  to  enquire  whence  the  necessity  arises, 
of  again  discussing  the  obnosious  tenets 
which  are  imputed  to  the  Catholics. 
Every  one,  who  was  presentat  the  debate, 
when  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) made  his  motion,  last  session,  must 
well  remember  that  the  only  point  at 
issue  was,  whether  or  not  any  conditions 
should  be  annexed  to  the  concession  ?  The 
House  would  not  have  listened  to  any 
member,  who  might  have  wished  to  revive 
these  charges.  A  right  hon.  and  learned 
doctor  seemed  to  have  made  his  dying 
speech,  in  the  preceding  debate  on  the 
Catholic  Petition.  He  had  actually  re- 
tired  from  the  contest*  as  if  wholly  and  for 
•▼er  overthrown  by  the  incessant  and  waU 
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directed  attacks  of  an  hon.  baronel  (air  J. 
Cox  Hippisley).  But  bow  we  have, 
again,  imposed  upon  us  the  task  of  reaooa- 
ing  a  discussion  of  antiquated  doctrines 
and  exploded  calumnies,  of  that  rubbish, 
as  it  was  called  by  Mr.  Burke,  that  oai- 
sance,  which  he  supposed  to  have  been 
removed,  even  when  writing,  in  1 705  ;  of 
those  accusations,  which,  even  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  Protestant  charter  ac boots  io 
Ireland  have  abandoned,  by  suppreaang 
the  catechism  which  taught  them*;  of 
those  doctrines  which  lord  Liverpool  dis- 
claimed in  1810,  and  which  Mr.  Perceval 
allowed,  iq  his  last  speech  on  this  eub^ecl, 
were  never,  ill  any  degree,  the  grounds  of 
his  opposition. 

All  this  we  were  again  called  opoa  to 
re-argue,  when  this  debate  began ;  but  it 
would  appear  that  we  have  once  moie 
gained  our  advanced  position ;  for  the  ar« 
guments,  which  have  already  been  ad- 
vanced, have  put  to  flight  the  whole  bench 
of  ministers,  who  seem  unwiiliDgr^  any 
longer,  to  hear  what  may  be  said  in  fs- 
vour  of  the  motion,  because  they  are 
utterly  incompetent  to  answer  or  rerate  it. 

If  we  examine  what  the  caoaea  are, 
which  have  given  so  much  confidence  to 
those  who  have  lately  revived  a  clamour 
against  the  Catholics,  we  may  discover  the 
ypss  et  origo  mali,  by  referring  to  the  his* 
tory  of  the  last  thirteen  months.  The  se- 
condary causes  have  been  the  Charges  of 
reverend  prelates,  and  the  activity  nf  the 
inferior  clergy. 

It  seems,  the  bishop  of  Lincoln  has  eon- 
sideradthe  church  to  be  in  such  immineot 
danger,  as  to  justify  him  in  delivering  to 
his  clergy,  at  a  triennial  visiiatioo,  what. 
to  some,  may  appear,  a  bad  political 
pamphlet,  in  place  of  a  pious  and  religious 
Charge,^ — ^a  pamphlet  full  of  onfoimded 
statements,  exaggerated  inferences,  and 
inaccurate  quotations ;  charging,  oo  the 
whole  body  of  Catholics,  the  profession  of 
principles,  incompatible  with  their  doty 
as  good  subjects;  and  calling  the  rebel- 
lion of  1798,  a  Catholic  rebellion.  If  si* 
milar  charges  had  been  brought  against  an 
individual  Catholic,  the  consequences 
must  have  been  the  conviction  of  the 
reverend  prelate  for  a  libel.  That  this 
must  have  been  the  case  is  evident,  from 
the  fate,  which  befel  a  work,  entitled  a 
"  Fair  Representation  of  the  Political  State 
of  Irelano."  The  author  of  which  did 
try  the  experiment,  of  making  aimilar 
charges  against  a  Catholic  i^ealieBian  of 
the  name  of  Latin.    Mr.  Latin  brought  ao 
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mctioo  agaioti  the  publisher,  Mr.  Wright : 
lord  Kenyon  told  the  jury  it  was  an  atro- 
cious libel,  and  500L  damages  were  given 
to  Mr.  Latin,  if  the  crime  of  libel  con* 
sists,  in  its  tendency  to  disturb  the  public 
peace,  how  much  more  deserving  of  pu* 
nishmeot  is  the  reverend  prelate,  for  having 
directed  his  Charge  against  a  whole  ^leo* 
pie  ?  But  though  the  laws  may  be  ina* 
deqoate  to  reach  the  precise  description 
of  oQence,  which  he  has  commiltedf  is  the 
reyereod  prelate  to  escape  with  perfect 
impunity  ?  We  are  told  thai  parliament, 
in  such  cases,  may  interfere  and  proyide 
for  their  defect ;  would  it  not  then  be  but 
common  justice  to  the  Catholics,  to  make 
this  publication  of  the  reverend  prelate 
ibe  subject  of  a  distinct,  motion  ? 

Of  the  several  petitions,  which  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table,  many  of  which 
buTe  evidently  been  framed  on  the  model 
of  this  reverend  prelate's  Charge,  there  is 
one  which  peculiarly  deserves  attention : 
*-that  from  the  town  of  Huddersfield,  in 
which  a  rev.  Mr*  Coates  tooka  leading  part 
This  petition  contains  a  paragrsph  stating 
thai  the  Catholics  hold  it  to  be  a  praise- 
worthy  act  to  murder  a  heretic  ;-»a  more 
unfounded,  a  more  uncharitable,  or  a 
more  unprincipled  accusation  never  was 
advanced  by  an^r  other  body  of  men.  Such 
a  petition,  containing  such  a  charge,  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table, 
without  further  examination;  for  if  the 
charge  could,  by  any  possibility,  be  true, 
it  is  due  to  the  public  to  provide  against 
the  danger  which  threatens  the  state  :  but 
if  it  is  false,  then  it  is  due  to  the  Catholics 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  exposing 
it.  If  the  House  should  taae  no  further 
notice  of  it,  it  would  lend  its  sanction  to 
converting  the  right  of  petitioning,  into  a 
ready  instrument  of  calumny  and  defama- 
tion. 

The  cry  of  the  danger  of  the  church  is 
not  now  set  on  foot  for  the  first  time,  by 
the  clergy  of  this  country*  Such  an  oc« 
currence  took  plsce  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne :  in  that  reign,  both  Houses  of  parlia* 
ment  took  up  the  subjectand  voted  that  the 
church  was  not  in  danger,  and  addressed 
the  noeen  to  punish  the  authors  of  the 
scandalous  reports,  and  publications, 
which  were  then  forced  into  circulation. 
Bishop  Burnet  gives  the  following  account 
of  whu  passed  in  parliament  on  thai  occa- 
sion: 

"  On  the  day  aMointed  we  were  all 
made  to  believe,  thTwe  should  hear  many 
frightful  things;    but   our  txpectattoos 


were  not  answered  I  some^poke  of  danger 
fron^.  the  presbytery,  that  was  settled  in 
Scotland ;  some  spoke  of  the  absence  of 
the  next  successor ;  some  reflected  on  the 
occasional  Bill,  that  was  rejected  in  thai 
House,  &C. 

"  In  opposition  to  all  this  it  was  said, 
that  the  church  was  safer  now  than  ever  it 
had  been:  The  toleration  had  softened 
the  temper  of  the  dissenters  and  they  con* 
curred  zealously  in  serving  all  the  ends  of 
the  government,  &c.— In  one  respect  it 
was  acknowledged  the  church  was  in 
danger ;  there  was  an  evil  spirit  and  vim* 
lent  temper  spread  among  the  clergy: 
there  were  many  indecent  sermons 
preached  on  public  occasions.  This  was 
a  danger  created  by  those  very  men,  who 
filled  the  nation  with  an  outcry  against 
imaginary  ones,  whilst  their  own  conduct 
produced  real  and  threatening  dao^rs/'* 

This  state  of  things  every  unprejudiced 
mind  must  allow  to  be  extremely  applica- 
ble to  the  present  day  ;  may  it  be  deeply 
reflected  upon,  and  produce  its  proper  in- 
fluence in  causing  those  to  repent,  who  have 
been  so  forward  in  calling  into  action  the 
worst  and  most  dangerous  passions  of  man- 
kind. 

The  observations,  which  had  been  made 
by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke) 
in  regard  to  marriages,  are  not  correct; 
for  no  difficulty  whatever  prevaib  in  Ire« 
land,  in  consequence  of  the  mixed  reli* 
gions  of  that  country.  To  prove  this  it 
will  be  soflficient  to  q*uo(e  the  Statement  <^ 
the  Penal  Laws;  to  this  work,  as  one  of 
high  legal  and  practical  authority,  on  such 
a  point,  no  objection  can  be  made,  what- 
ever some  persons  may  think  proper  to 
say,  in  regard  to  its  general  political  cha* 
racter. 

The  author  of  it  says^^— '*  The  marriages 
of  Catholics  by  Catholic  priests  have 
never  been  prohibited  or  restrained  in 
Ireland ;  they  have  been  always  recog- 
nized in  courts  of  justice  as  perfectly 
valid;  in  those  cases,  where  the  actual 
fact  of  the  marriage  of  two  Catholics  is 
necessary  to  be  established,  proof  of  its 
solemnization  by  a  Catholic  priest  is  held 
to  be  sofficient.^'«^<'  The  marriage  code  of 
Ireland  is  perfectly  clear  and  intelligible." 

The  same  riffht  hon.  gentleman  has 
dwelt  very  much  on  the  great  influence, 
which  the  Pope  now  possesses.  But  it  is 
rather  unfortunate  for  his  argument  thai 

*  See  the  new  Parliamentary  History  ef 
England^  voL  0^  p«  516. 
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the  first  part  of  his  case  consisted  in  the 
strongest  possible  proof  of  bis  weakness ; 
his  captivity^  by  Baonapart^,  withoat  any 
remonstrance  on  the  part  of  a  single  Ca- 
tholic country  in  Europe.  The  right 
hon.  member  mentioned  what  occurred  in 
1791  >  in  respect  to  the  oath«  contained  in 
the  act,  passed  in  that  year,  for  the  relief 
of  the  English  Roman  Catholics,  as  evi- 
dence of  his  influence  in  this  country; 
but  his  whole  statement  on  that  subject, 
has  been  shewn  to  be  incorrect,  by  the 
hon.  baronet,  whose  explanation,  in  a  note 
to  his  printed  speech  of  last  year,*  and 
repeated  again  in  this  debate,  ought  to  lay 
at  rest,  for  ever,  the  charge,  which  is  ma- 
nufactured against  the  Catholics,  and  con* 
fidently  urged  and  regorged  against  them 
out  of  this  transaction.— The  next  proof 
of  the  right  hon.  member,  of  the  modem 
influence  of  the  Pope,  is  equally  Toid  of 
foundation.  He  has  said  that  the  Irish 
Catholic  bishops  were  induced,  by  the 
Pope,  to  make  the  Irish  Catholic  laity 
enemies  to  the  Veto--4t  more  incorrect 
opinion  never  was  formed. — It  is  notorious 
that  the  opposition  to  the  Veto  began 
among  the  laity,  and  that  the  bishops  w^re 
induced  by  them,  to  suspend  their  own 
judgment  on  the  subject,  as  formerly  ex- 
pressed in  their  resolutions  of  1799. 

In  regard  to  the  obnoxious  tenets  which 
are  still  imputed  to  the  Catholics,  it  would 
save  a  great  deal  of  time  and  controversy, 
if  the  House  were  to  decide,  by  a  prelimi- 
nary  question,  on  some  rule  of  evidence  by 
which  the  enquiry  should  be  governed ; 
whether  scraps  of  pamphlets,  paragraphs 
of  newspapers^  and  assertions  of  indivi- 
duals, are  to  be  preferred  to  the  Writings  of 
eminent  Catholic  divines, — the  resolutions 
of  the  Irish  bishops, — the  opinions  of  Popes, 
the  answers  of  the  six  Foreign  Universities, 
and  the  oaths  required  to  be  taken,  and  ac- 
tually taken,  by  all  Catholics,  by  the  acts  of 
1773,  1791,  and  1793.— If  the  House 
should,  in  its  wisdom,  declare  that  the 
testimony  of  the  first  series  of  proofs  is 
preferable  to  the  latter,  then  the  Catholics 
may  give  up  the  contest,  and  submit  to 
their  fate;-  but  if  it  shall  determine  on 
those  principles  of  common  sense  and 
justice,  which  usually  govern  its  judgment, 
the  controversy  about  their  tenets  must 
cease,  and,  so  far  as  the  religious  princi- 
ples of  the  Catholics  are  in  question,  it 
must*  be  allowed  that  there  is  nothing  in 
them  incompatible  with  those  principles 

♦  See  Vol.  22,  p.  77 «. 


of  liberty  and  loyalty,  which  are 

for  the  preservation  of  oar  coostitnttoB. 

As,  however,  no  sach  preliminary  v- 
rangement  has  been  made,  and  as  tboe 
obnoxioos  tenets  are,  even  to  this  boor, 
industriously  ascribed  to  the  Catholics,  it 
is  still  necessary  to  produce  farther  matter 
to  disprove  them,  in  addition  to  that,  wfaick 
has  already  been  urged  in  this  debate.  Ii 
is  true,  a  learned  and  right  hon.  doctor 
who  has  just  left  the  House,  haa  net,  oor 
has  any  other  member,  stated  wh^s  be  as* 
sorted  against  the  Catholics  last  year,  that 
the  Irish  bishops  took  an  oath  of  feahy  to  the 
Pope ;  but  this  fact  is  repeated  in  lord 
Kenyon's  recent  publication-^*'  Observa- 
tions on  the  Roman  Catholic  Question  :^* 
a  publication  formed  out  of  the  speeches 
of  the  learned  doctor.  It  therefore  be- 
comes necessary  to  repeat,  what  was  said, 
on  this  point,  last  y^ar^  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
to  set  this  head  of  charge  to  reat,  namely, 
that  the  oath  has  been  altered,  and  the 
oath,  used  in  Russia,  adopted  in  place  of 
that  oath,  to  which  the  observations  of  the 
learned  doctor  and  noble  lord  are,  if  at  ail, 
applicable.  As  the  alteration  took  place 
with  the  consent  of  Plus  the  6th  in  the 
year  1791,  it  bespeaks  a  strong  inciinatiea 
on  the  part  of  the  learned  doctor  and  noble 
lord,  not  to  be  very  nice  in  their  selectioa 
of  instruments  for  opposing  the  Catholic 
claims.  The  new .  oath  concludes  with 
these  words,—'*  I  will  observe  all  and 
every  one  of  these  things  the  more  invio* 
lably,  as  I  am  £rmly  convinced  that  there 
is  nothing  contained  in  them^  which  caa 
he  contrary  to  the  fidelity  I  own  to  his 
most  serene  highness  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  his  socceasoia 
on  the  throne.'' 

As  to  the  charge,  so  ofken,  so  loudly, 
and  so  confidently  brought  against  the 
Catholics,  of  their  great  intolerance,  and 
which  is  founded  on  their  doctrine  of  ex- 
elusive  salvation,  whoever  has  taken  the 
trouble  of  examining  the  true  character 
and  meaning  of  this  doctrine,  will  allow 
it  is  a  charge  altogether  devoid  of  founds 
tion.  In  justification  of  this  charge,  the 
Catholics  are  able  to  say,  all  the  retormfd 
churches  lay  down  the  same  principle* 
Calf  in  writes  (04*  Inst.  c.  1,)  '*  Extra 
ecclesiae  gremium  nulla  est  speranda  pec- 
tatorum  remissio  nee  ulla  sales.''  The 
same  doctrine  is  taught  in  the  profession 
of  faith  of  Strasbourg,  presented  to  Charles 


*  Fourth  Edition,  published  by  J.  /. 
Stockdale,  Pall  Mali. 
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5  in  15S0;  in  that  of  Switaerland  in 
1506;  in  that  of  the  Low  Countries ;  and 
in  that  of  Scotland  in  1647.  It  it  also  to 
be  founJ  in  the  18th  of  the  SO  Articles, 
which  is  as  follows : — "  They  are  also  to 
be  hel(}  aecorsed,  that  presame  to  say,  that 
every  man  shall  be  saved  by  the  law  or 
aect  which  he  professeth,  so  that  he  be 
diligent  to  frame  his  life  accordinf;;  to  that 
law  and  the  right  of  natare.  For  holy 
scripture  doth  set  out  onto  us  only  the 
name  of^Jesus  Christ,  whereby  roan  rhust 
be  saTed/'-^Moreover  the  church  of  Eng* 
land  openly  professes  the  same  doctrine, 
as  often  as,  in  her  service,  she  recites  the 
Athanasian  creed,  which  concludes  in  these 
words :  ««  This  is  the  Catholic  faith,  which 
whoever  does  not  faithfdHv  and  firmly  be- 
lieve, he  cannot  be  saved. 

But  the  Catholics  do  not  rest  their  de- 
fence against  this  charge,  barely  upon  the 
practice  of  the  reformed  churches,  but 
deny  the  inference  of  intolerance  as  not 
justly  belonging  to  their  avowal  of  this 
general  principle.  To  maintain  this,  Dr. 
Hawarden  published  a  work  entitled, 
«'  Charity  and  Truth,  or  Catholics  not  un- 
charitable in  saying  that  none  are  saved 
out  of  the  Catholic  Church.''— He  gives 
the  following  quotation  from  the  great  au« 
tbority  of  St.  Augustine. 

"  If  they,  who  hold  an  opinion  in  iUelf 
false  and  perverse,  mainUin  it  with  no 
pertinacious  obstinacy ;  if  they  have  not 
been  misled  by  their  ovm  presumptuous 
audacity,  but  have  received  their  error 
firomaeduced  or  lapsed  parents;  if  they 
be  serious  and  diligent  enquirers  after 
truth,  and  manifest  a  disposition  to  yield  to 
it,  when  found  by  them,  such  persons  are  on 
no  account  to  be  set  down  as  heretics.'* 

Ill  a  word,  it  may  be  collected  from  this 
and  all  other  writers,  that  the  Roman  Ca. 
tholic  holds,  that  every  person  is  received 
within  its  pale  by  baptism,  by  whomsoever 
administered  :<^That  involuntary  error  is 
not  ezclosive ;  and  that  the  church  has  iu 
concealed  children  in  the  secu  separate 
from  its  unity. 

If  any  thing  farther  be  wanting  to  repel 
the  charge  of  intolerance  brought  against 
the  Catholics,  it  may  be  found  in  this  his- 
torical fact  When  the  Bill,  for  re-admit- 
ting the  Protestant  bishops  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  was  before  that  House  in  1641, 
26  Catholic  peers  voted  for  it. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke), 

wholly  overlooking  what  had  been  said  by 

the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Grattaii)  in 

his  speech,  in  support  of  his  motion,  re* 

(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


garding  the  Class-book  of  Maynooth« 
called  the  Tractatusde  Ecclesift,  has  quoted 
the  last  sentence  of  that  work,  from  the  late 
Mr.  Perceval's  speech  of  last  year,  to  shew 
that  the  students  of  Maynootb  are,  at  this 
day,  taught  all  those  obnoxious  teneU» 
which  are  ascribed  to  the  Catholics.  Bui 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  the 
pains,  which  it  was.  becoming  him  to  take^ 
before  he  hazarded  such  an  assertion,  to 
inform  himself  on  this  point,  he  might 
have  learned,  from  a  note  to  the  printed 
speech  of  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  C.  Hip« 
pisley)  of  last  session,  that,  upon  an  ex* 
planation  which  took  place  between  hina 
and  Mr.  Perceval,  the  latter  acknowledged 
he  had  made  a  hasty  reference  to  this  work* 
and  that  it  taught  the  students  of  May* 
nooth  such  opinions,  in  respect  to  these 
tenets,  as  were  perfectly  satisfactory <* 
This  will  appear  to  be  the  case  to  every 
one  who  reads  this  book ;  as,  also,  that  it  * 
is  a  book,  in  every  respect,  eminently 
calculated  to  instruct  those  who  are  in- 
tended for  holy  orders,  in  a  manner  most 
likely  to  render  them  useful  clergymen 
and  loyal  subjects. 

But  though  the  opponents  of  the  Ca« 
tholics  fail  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  in 
every  other,  wherein  they  endeavour  to 
shew  that  they  still  are  bound  not  to  keep 
faith  with  heretics,  and  that  they  acknow- 
ledge the  Pope  to  possess  the  power  of 
absolving  subjects  from  their  allegiance^ 
of  deposing  princes,  and  are  wholly  unable 
to  support  their  cause,  the  Catholics  have 
not  remained  satisfied  to  do  no  more  than 
merely  expose  the  objections  of  their  ene*- 
mies ;  but  have  left  no  means  untried  for 
removing  the*  many  errors  and  prejudices 
which  have  been,  at  all  times,  so  prevalent 
concerning  the  principles  they  really  do 
profess.  For  this  purpose,  they  have  as* 
sented  to,  and  taken,  as  a  qnalincation  for 
each  civil  right,  which  they  enjoy,  the 
oaths  that  have  been  read  by  the  right 
hon.  mover  (Mr.  Grattan).  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  answers,  which  he  also  read,  of 
six  Foreign  Universities,  to  certain  queries 
proposed  to  them,  were  obtained ;  and^  for 
the  same  purpose,  has  that  part  been 
written  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Prayei^ 
book  which  he  referred  to.  But,  besidea 
these  proofs  that  they  do  not  profess  the 
obnoxious  tenets  ascribed  to  them,  there 
are  many  others  equally  conclusive.  The 
Catholic  writer  Gother,  to  whose  gf^^t 
character  the  late  Dr.  Law,  bishop  of  £1- 
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pbin,  tias  borne  testimony,  in  order  to  re- 
move the  prejudices  of  Protestants,  pub- 
lished R  work,  entitled : 

*'  A  Vindication  of  the  Roman  Catbo* 
lies  :•— as  also,  their  Declaration,  Affirma- 
tion, Commination ;  shewing  their  abhor- 
rence df  the  following  tenets,  commonly 
laid  at  their  door$  and  they  here  oblige 
themselfes,  that  if  the  ensuing  Curses  be 
added  to  tbose  appointed  to  be  read  on 
the  first  day  of  Lent,  they  will  seriously 
and  heartily  answer  Amen  to  them  all : — 

1.  ''Cursed  it  he  that  commits  idolatry; 
that  prays  to  images  or  relics,  or  worships 
them  for  God.    R.  Amen. 

2.  ^  Cursed  ia  every  goddess-wor- 
shipper,  that  belieres  the  Virgin  Mary  to 
be  anv  more  than  a  creature ;  that  ho- 
nours her,  worships  her,  or  puts  his  trust 
In  her  more  than  in  G^od;  that  believes 
her  above  ber  Son,  or  that  she  can  in  any 
thing  command  him.    R.  Amen. 

S.  ,  -  Cursed  is  he  that  believes  the 
saints  in  heaven  to  be  his  Redeemers,  that 
prays  to  them  as  such,  or  that  gives  God's 
honour  to  them,  or  to  any  creature  what- 
soever.   R.  Amen. 

4.  "Cursed  is  he  that  worships  any 
breaden  God,  or  makes  Gods  of  the  empty 
elements  of  bread  and  wine.    R.  Amen. 

5.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  believes  priests 
can  forgive  sin^  whether  the  sinner  re- 
pent  or  not;  or  that  there  is  any  power 
inearth  or  heaven  that  can  forgive  sins, 
without  a  hearty  repentance  and  serious 
purpose  of  amendment    R.  Amen. 

5.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  belie? es  there  is 
authority  in  the  Pope  or  any  others,  that 
can  give  leave  to  commit  sins:  or  that 
can  forgive  him  his  sins  for  a  sum  of 
money:    R.  Amen. 

7.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  believes  that,  in* 
dependent  of  the  merits  and  passion  of 
Christ,  he  can  merit  salvation  by  his  own 
flood  works ;  or  make  condign  satisfaction 
lor  the  guilt  of  his  sins,  or  the  pains  eternal 
doe  to  them.    R.  Amen. 

8.  **  Cursed  is  be  that  contemns  the 
word  of  God,  or  hides  it  from  the  people, 
on  design  to  keep  them  from  the  know- 
ledj^  of  their  duty,  and  to  preserve  them 
in  ignorance  and  error.    R.  Amen. 

9-  "  Cursed  is  he  that  undervalues  the 
word  of  God,  or  that,  forsaking  Scripture, 
chuses  rather  to  follow  human  traditions 
than  it.    R.  Amen. 

10.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  leaves  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  to  observe  the  consti- 
tutions of  men.    R.  Amen. 

11.  **  Cursed  Is  he  that  omiu  any  of 


the  Ten  Commandments,  or  keept  tkc 
people  from  the  knowledge  of  any  one  of 
them,  to  the  end  that  they  may  not  ban 
occasion  of  dlKovering  the  troth.  IL 
Amen. 

12.  **  Cursed  is  he  that  preaches  totke 
people  in  unknown  tongues,  snch  as  tbej 
understand  not ;  or  uses  any  other  neaoi 
to  keep  them  in  ignorance.     R.  Ameo. 

13.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  believes  that 
the  Pope  can  give  to  any,  upon  say  <► 
count  whatsoever,  dispensation  to  be  cr 
swear  falsely ;  or  that  it  is  lawful  for  107, 
at  the  last  hour,  to  protest  himself  ioM- 
cent  in  case  he  be  guilty.     R.  Amen. 

14.  *'  Cursed  is  he  that  encooragei  ms, 
or  teaches  men  to  defer  the  amendflMBiof 
their  lives,  on  presumption  of  their  deaiii* 
bed  repentance.    R.  Amen. 

15.  *«  Cursed  is  he  that  teaches  oM 
that  they  may  be  lawfully  drunk  os  t 
Friday,  or  any  other  fasting  day,  thosgit 
they  must  not  take  the  least  bit  of  flesh. 
R.  Amen. 

16.  ''  Cursed  is  he  who  places  religjoQ 
in  nothing  but  a  pompous  shew,  connstiof 
only  in  ceremonies ;  and  which  tstchei 
not  the  people  to  serve  God  in  spirit  u^ 
truth.    R«  Amen. 

17.  «'  Cursed  is  he  who  loves  or  pro- 
motes cruelty,  that  teaches  people  to  bt 
bloody-minded,  and  to  lay  aside  t^ 
meekness  of  Jesus  Christ*    R.  Aoko. 

Ig.  "  Cursed  is  he  who  teaches  it  Itw- 
ful  to  do  any  wicked  things  though  it  bt 
for  the  interest  and  go<Hi  of  Notlw' 
Church :  or  that  any  evil  action  nay  bi 
done  that  good  may  come  of  it.    R.  Ames. 

19.  *' Cursed  are  we,  if,  amongst  <U 
these  wicked  principles  and  damnsbi* 
doctrines  commonly  laid  at  our  dooni  tff 
one  of  them  be  the  faith  of  oorCbsrcb: 
and  cursed  are  we,  if  we  do  not  u  besftilj 
detest  all  those  hellish  practices  si  tbcf 
that  so  vehemently  urge  them  agtinit  •• 
R.  Amen. 

20.  "  Cursed  are  we,  if,  in  answensf 
and  saying  Amen  to  any  of  these  corte>i 
we  tite  any  equi?ocations,  mental  reftr* 
vations,  or  do  not  assent  to  then  in  tbi 
common  and  obvious  sense  of  the  worv* 
R.  Amen. 

"  And  can  the  PspisU,  then,  tho*  ^ 
riously,  and  without  coeck  of  cootK^tff** 
say  Amen  to  all  these  curses  ? 

"Yes,  they  can;  and  are  resdvlod« 
it  whensoever,  and  as  often  as  it  shall  b« 
required  of  them.  And  what  then  J*  to 
be  said  of  those  who,  either  by  word  ^ 
writing,  charge  these  doctrines  opo*  ^ 
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fliith  of  tkft  charcb  of  Rome.    '  It  a  lying 

*  apirit  io  the  mouth  of  all  the  prophets  ? 

*  are  ihey  all  gone  aside  ?  do  tney  back- 
'  bite  with  their  tongoet*  do  evil  to  their 
'  neip^bboar,  and  take  op  reproach  against 
'  their  neighbour  ?'  I  will  say  no  such 
thing,  but  leave  the  impartial  considerer 
to  judge.  One  thins  I  can  safely  affirm', 
that  the  Papists  are  roolly  misrepresented, 
and  shewn  m  public  as  much  unlike  what 
they  are,  as  the  Christians  were  of  old  by 
the  Gentiles ;  that  they  lie  under  a  great 
calumny,  and  severely  smart  in  ^ood  name, 
persons,  and  estates,  for  such  thioss  which 
they  as  much  and  as  heartily  detest  as 
those  who  accuse  them.  But  the  comfort 
is,  Christ  has  said  to  his  followers,  « Ye 

*  shall  be  hated  of  all  men'  (Matth.  x.  220« 
and  St.  Paul,  <  We  are  made  a  spectacle 
'  unto  the  world ;'  and  we  do  not  doubt, 
that  he  who  bears  this  with  patience,  shall, 
for  every  loss  here  and  contempt  receive 
a  hundred  fold  in  heaven :    *  For  base 

*  thin^  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are 
'  despised,  hath  God  chosen.'    1  Cor.  i.  28. 

''As  for  problematical  disputes,  or 
errors  of  particular  devices,  in  this,  or  any 
other  matter  whatsoever,  the  Catholic 
church  is  no  way  responsible  for  them : 
nor  are  Catholics,  as  Catholics,  justly  pu- 
nishable on  their  account.    But, 

''As  for  the  king-killing  doctrine,  or 
murder  of  princes,  excommunicated  for 
heresy :  it  is  an  article  of  faith  in  the  Ca- 
tholic church,  and  expressly  declared  in 
the  General  Council  of  Constance,  sess. 
15,  that  such  doctrine  is  damnable  and 
heretical,  being  contrary  to  the  known 
laws  of  God,  and  Nature. 

^  Personal  misdemeanors,  of  what  nature 
soever,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  the 
Catholic  church,  when  not  justifiable  by 
the  tenets  of  her  faith  and  doctrine.  For 
which  reason,  though  the  stories  of  Paris 
Massacre,  the  Irish  Cruelties,  or  Powder- 
Plot,  had  been  exactly  true  (which  yet, 
Ibr  the  most  pert,  are  misrelated)»  never- 
theless. Catholics,  as  Catholics,  ought  not 
to  suffer  for  such  ofiences,  any  more  than 
the  eleven  apostles  ought  to'  have  suffered 
for  Judas's  treachery. 

"  It  is  an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith  to 
believe,  that  no  power  on  earth  can  licence 
men  to  lie,  forswear,  and  perjure  them- 
selves,  to  massacre  their  neigbboort,  or 
destroy  their  native  country,  on  pretence  ' 
of  promoting  the  Catholic  cause,  or  reli- 
gion. Furthermore,  all  pardons  and  dis- 
pensations granted,  or  pretended  to  be 
granted,  in  order  to  any  such  ends  or  de* 


signs,  have  no  other  validity  or  effect,  than 
to  add  sacrilege  and  blasphemy  to  the 
above-mentioned  crimes. 

"  Sweet  Jesus,  bless  our  sovereigns  ; 
pardon  our  enemies ;  grant  us  patience  ; 
and  establish  peace  and  charity  io  our  na- 
tions." 

Mr.  Perceval,  in  his  last  speech  on  this 
subject,  observed  that,  if  the  Catholics  did 
really  abjure  these  tenets,  it  was  extraor- 
dinary that  the  Irish  bishops  had  never 
formally  denied  them,  when  assembled  a^ 
a  regular  synod.  They  have  since  com* 
pletely  met  this  objection,  by  their  reso- 
lution of  the  18th  of  last  November,  de- 
daring,  "  that  although  the  substance  of 
the  answers  returned  by  six  Roman  Ca- 
tholic universities,  relative  to  the  duties  of 
subjects,  in  the  years  1788  and  1789,  is  ma- 
nifestly contained  in  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  declaration  which  we  have  solemnly 
sworn,  we  think  it  nevertheless  fitting  to 
declare  that  we  consider  those  answers  as 
perfectly  conformable  to  the  doctrine  and 
tenets  of  our  religion,  and  we  adopt  them 
as  our  own.'' 

Mr.  Perceval  also  said,  it  was  surprising 
that  none  of  the  Pupes  bad  disclaimed 
these  tenets ;  but  in  this  he  was  mistaken,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  the  congregation  of  Cardinals, 
by  order  of  his  holiness  Pius  6,  addressed 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishops  of  Ire- 
land, dated  Rome,  23d  June,  179 1. — "  The 
see  of  Rome  never  tauRht,  that  faith  is  not 
to  be  kept  with  the  oeterodox ;  that  an 
oath  to  kings  separated  from  Catholic 
communion  can  be  violated;  that  it  is 
lawful  for  the  bishop  of  Rome  to  invade 
their  temporal  rights  and  dominions.  We, 
too,  consider  an  attempt  or  design  against 
the  life  of  kings  and  princes*  even  under 
the  pretext  of  religion,  an  horrid  and  de- 
testable crime." 

Should  these  several  proofs  be  deemed 
insufficient  to  ^hew  that  the  principles  of 
Catholics  are  compatible  with  loyaltv 
to  the  state,  there  still  remains  another  il- 
lustration that  they  are  not  so,  of  no 
small  force,  th^Act  of  1793,  of  which  this 
is  the  preamble :  "  Whereas  various  acts 
of  parliament  have  been  passed,  imposing 
on  his  Majesty's  subjects  professing  the 
Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  religion  many 
restraints  and  disabilities  to  which  other 
sobjects  of  this  realm  are  not  liable*  and 
from  the  peaceable  and  loyal  deroeanuur 
of  his  Majesty's  Popish  or  Roman  Catho- 
lic sobjects  it  is  fit  that  soch  rettrainta 
and  disabilities  shall  ba  discontinued/* 
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Here  there  is  a  legislative  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  troth  of  the  position,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  religii^us  principles 
of  the  Catholics  incompatible  with  their 
loyalty.     Here  in  truth  is  a  solution  of  the 

auestion«  under  the  highest  possible  au- 
lority,  of  some  years  standing,  which 
ought  to  have  put  it  to  rest  for  ever ;  and 
which  proves  thatj  so  far  from  there  being 
any  just  grounds  for  charging  obnoxious 
tenets  to  the  Catholics,  there  are  none 
whatever  even  for  raising  a  controversy 
about  them. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke), 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  petitioners, 
assert  that  the  exclusion  of  the  Catholics 
from  political  power,  is  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  constitution,  as  settled  at 
the  Revolution  in  defiance  of  all  that  we 
learn,  from  the  history  of  that  event,  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  and  all  the  greatest  consti- 
tutional authorities.  The  bishop  of  Lin- 
coln has  quoted  Mr.  Fox  in  support  of  this 
doctrine;  but  all  Mr*  Fox's  speeches 
clearly  prove  that  his  opinion  was  de- 
cidedly at  variance  with  it.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  from  the  speech,  which  he 
delivered  in  this  House  when  he  intro- 
duced the  Catholic  petition  in  1S05,  fully 
establish  this  fact.'*^ 

**  I  think  one  may  generally  state,  that 
all  the  restrictions  of  the  Catholics  were 
laid,  not  on  their  religious,  but  their  ipoli- 
tical  opinions. 

*'  lu  the  early  period  of  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  no  one  can  suppose  it 
was  any  particular  religious  bigotry  that 
led  to  the  restrictions  with  regard  to  the 
Catholics. 

^  In  the  reigns  that  followed,  very  few 
restrictions  by  penal  liw  were  enacted. 
This  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  there  was  no  suspicion  of 
the  Catholics;  but  afterwards,' in  the  time 
of  the  Stuarts,  suspicions  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  which  made  these  restrictions 
necessary.  When  we  come  to  the  Revo- 
lution, it  is  impossible  not  to  see  that  all 
the  laws  against  the  Catholics  were  poli- 
tical laws.  It  was  not  a  Catholic,  but  a 
Jacobite  you  wished  to  restrain. 

*'  In  the  two  next  reigns  the  same  laws 
continued,  because  the  same  spirit  was 
supposed  to  exist,  and  the  same  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  it." 

To  this  authority  may  be  added  that  of 
Mr.  Justice  Blackstone*     He  says,  in  bis 

.  *  See  Vol.  i,  p.  830. 


accouilt  of  the  penal  laws  against  the  Ca- 
tholics, "  they  are  rather  to  be  ateoanted 
for  from  their  history,  and  the  urgency  of 
the  times  which  produced  them^  than  to 
be  approved  (upon  a  cool  rtview)  as  a 
standing  system  of  law. 

"  The  wishes  for  the  succession  of  tbe 
queen  of  Scots,— the  Powder  Treason,— 
the  intrigues  of  queen  Henrietta,— the 
prospect  of  a  Popish  succesion  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  2,— the  Assassination  Plot  in 
William  S,-*rthe  avowed  claim  of  a  Pbptsh 
pretender,—- account  for  the  extension  of 
those  penalties  at  those  several  periods 
of  our  histor}^  But  if  a  time  ahooM  ever 
arrive,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  very  distant, 
when  all  fears  of  a  pretender  shall  hare 
vanished,  and  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  Pope  shall  become  feeble,  ridicoloos, 
and  despicable,  not  only  in  England,  but 
in  every  kingdom  of  Europe,  it  probably 
would  not  then  be  amiss  to  review  and 
soften  these  rigorous  edicts;  at  least  till 
the  civil  principles  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics called  again  on  the  legislature  to  re* 
new  them  ;  for  it  ought  not  to  be  left  is 
the  breast  of  every  merciless  bigot  to  drag 
down  the  vengeance  of  these  occasional 
laws  upon  inoffensive,  though  mistaken 
subjects,  in  opposition  to  the  lenient  In- 
clination of  the  civil  magistrate,  and  to 
the  destruction  of  every  principle  of  tole- 
ration and  religious  liberty."— >( Vol.  4, 
p.  57.) 

De  Lolme,  also,  in  observing  upon  tbe 
Catholic  religion  in  the  time  of  James  2, 
says,  it  was  a  mode  of  faith  which  repeat- 
ed acts  had  proscribed.  ''  Proscribed| 
not  because  it  tended  to  establish  in  Eng- 
land the  doctrines  of  transnbstantation  and 
purgatory,  doctrines  in  themselves  of  no 
political  dioment,  but  because  the  onlimit- 
ed  power  of  the  sovereign  had  always 
been  made  one  of  its  principal  tenets.*'— 
(P.  55.) 

And  Justice  Blackstone,  in  summing  up 
what  actually  took  place  in  consequence 
of  the  Revolution,  says,  **  formerly  tbe 
descent  was  absolute,  and  the  crown 
went  to  the  next  heir  without  restriction, 
but  now,  upon  the  new  settlement,  the  b- 
heritance  is  conditional.'' — (Vol.  I,  p. 
217.) 

He  further  says,  *'  the  Bill  of  KightJ^ 
,  the  Act  of  Settlement,  with  its  condiiioos, 
the  Act  for  uniting  England  with  Scotland, 
and  some  others,  have  asserted  oor  liber- 
ties, in  more  clear  and  emphatical  terms; 
have  regulated  the  succession  of  the  crowa 
by  parliament,  as  the  exigencies  of  reii* 
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giottg  ttnd  eifil  freedom  required,  hare 
confirmed  and  exemplified  the  doctrine  of 
resistaitce^  when  the  execntire  magistrate 
endearoars  to  subvert  the  constitution/'— 
(Vol.  4,  p.  440.) 

These  opinions  of  snch  great  constitu- 
tional authorities,  folly  expose  the  errors^ 
which  have  beeA  so  loudly  and  so  indus- 
triously promulgated,  in  respect  to  the  na- 
ture of  those  laws,  which  exclude  the  Ca- 
tholics from  office,  and  from  the  legisla- 
ture. They  all  agree  in  shewing  that  the 
political,  and  not  the  religious  principles, 
were  the  grounds  of  that  exclusion,  and 
that  it  never  was  the  intention  of  our  an- 
cestors, who  were  the  authors  of  the  ex- 
clusion, to  continue  them  ailer  the  danger 
ceased,  against  which  it  was  calculated  to 
provide.  But  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  a  com- 
plete denial  of  all  that  is  asserted  by  the 
opponents  of  the  Catholics,  in  respcsct  to 
what  was  done  concerning  them  at  the 
Revolution.  It  is  only  necessary  to  read  it 
to  discoter  their  refutation. 

There  are  contained  in  this  Act,  thirteen 
beads  of  complaint  against  king  James, 
and  thirteen  clauses,  declaratory  of  the 
rightH  and  liberties  of  the  p^ple  of  Eng- 
land ;    but  among  them  there  is  nothing 
whatever  relative  to  the  Catholics.     The 
enactment  concerning  the  oath  of  supre- 
macy,  has  no  other  object  than  that  of 
making  such  an  alteration  In  the  then  ex- 
isting oath,  as  would  enable  the  Presbyte- 
rians to  take  it,  which  they  could  not  do, 
according  to  their  religion,    so  long  as 
it  declared  the  king  of  England   to  be 
supreme  head  of  ih^  church.    By  the  new 
oath,  they  were  only  required  to  deny  that 
a    foreign    power  was    the  head    of  it. 
The  only  part,  in  fact,  of  this  law,  which 
relates  to  the  Catholics,  is  that  clause, 
which   excludes  a  Catholic  from  sitting 
on  the  throne.  This  is  the  only  enactment 
of  exclusion,  and  to  say  that  this  exclusion 
amounts  to  a  general  exclusion  of  the  Ca- 
tholics from  political  power,  is' to  rest  the 
case  on   a    mere  inference.     But  if  we 
are  to  make  inferences  from  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  it  will  be  much  more  correct  to 
tay  that  the  authors  of  it  would  have  in- 
serted a  positive  exclusion  of  the  Catholics 
from  office,   and  from   the  legislature,  if 
they  had  considered  it  essential  and  fun- 
damental for  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
ititotion. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  order  more 
fully  to  illustrate  the  futility  of  those  ar- 
guments, which  are  set  forth,  with  an  at- 
tempt to  prove  this  exclasion  to  be  a  fun- 


damental principle  of  the  safety  of-  the 
church  and  constitution,  that  king  WiU 
liam  was  not  a  member  of  the  chureh  of 
England, — that  the  House  of  Brmiswick 
was  not  brought  into  the  succession  to 
the  tbt'one  at  the  Revolution,  but  rn  the  . 
I2th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  William,"^ 
that  the  English  Catholics  were  not  ex- 
cluded from  office  and  the  legislature  at 
the  Revolution,  but  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  second,^ and  that  the  Irish  Catholics 
were  not  excluded  till  three  years  afler 
the  Revolution  had  taken  place,  and  then 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  treaty  of 
Limerick,  by  which  king  William  engag- 
ed to  protect  them  from  any  such  exclu- 
sion. 

In  support  of  what  has  already  been  said 
to  shew  that  the  concessions  to  the  Catho- 
lics will  not  be  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  gr«at  authorities  of  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Windham 
may  be  quoted.  These  names  have  al- 
ready been  mentioned  in  this  debate,  but 
the  particular  point,  to  which  their  great 
authority  is  most  useful  and  applicable,  ig 
this,  concerning  the  constitution.  For  it 
is  not  to  be  supposed,  for  one  moment, 
that  they  could  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
bearings  of  this  question  on  the  constitu- 
tion ;  or  that  they  ever  would  have  sanc- 
tioned the  Catholic  cause  if  Catholic  eman- 
cipation could  not  be  effected  without  re- 
moving the  bulwarks  of  the  constitution* 

If  then  there  is  nothing  in  the  reltgiotii 
principles  of  the  Catholics,  incompatible 
With  their  loyalty,  and  if  the  laws  for  ex- 
cluding them  from  office  and  from  the  le- 
gislature were  grounded,  according  to  Mr. 
Justice  Blackstone,  De  Lolme,  and  Mr. 
Fox,  upon  their  civil  principles,  the  whola 
and  only  question  to  be  decided  is,  whe* 
ther  there  is  any  thing  in  the  civil  princi- 
ples, at  this  time,  professed  by  the  Catho« 
lies,  to  justify  the,  continuance  of  these 
laws. 

Can  any  one  now  say  they  are  the 
friends  of  a  pretender,  or  the  advocates  of 
arbitrary  power  ?  Such  a  charge  has  not 
been  brought  forward  in  the  course  of  the 
debate;  but  a  new  attempt  is  made  to 
discover,  in  the  political  conduct  of  the 
Catholics,  a  plea  for  continuing  the  exclu- 
sion. The  bishop  of  London  and  othert 
have  called  the  rebellion  of  1798  a  Catho* 
lie  rebellidn.  But  what  is  the  true  cha- 
racter of  that  tramaction  ?  The  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Irish  parliament^ 
drawn  up  by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagb) 
shew^  that  if  it  bad  began  in  1797,  aa 
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once  intended,  it  would  bftve  been  a  rebel- 
lion confined  to  the  Protestants  of  the 
north  of  Ireland.  That  the  Catbolict,  who 
were  concerned  in  it  in  1798,  were  such 
of  the  peasantry  who  had  been  brought 
into  it,  by  the  northern  and  Protestant 
leaders.  That  the  Catholic  nobility,  gen- 
try, and  clergy  co-operated  with  the  go« 
▼ernment  in  suppressing  it.  A  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Elliot)  who  was  in  the 
Irish  cabinet  at  the  time,  has,  on  a  former 
occasion,  borne  witness  to  the  loyal  and 
essential  services  of  all  the  Catholic  hi* 
ahops,  and  it  is  now  ascertained  that  not 
one  Catholic  priest,  haying  a  benefice,  was 
implicated  in  it,  and  that  out  of  nearly  3,000 
priests,  who  administer  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion in  Ireland,  nine  only  were  engaged 
in  the  rebellion,  all  of  whom  had  been  pre- 
▼iously  censored  or.  punished  for  miscon- 
duct, by  the  superiors  of  their  own  church. 
Of  the  twenty- fonr  leaders,  who  were 
'  banished  to  Fort  St.  George,  only  four  of 
them  were  Catholics.  But  what  is  still 
more  decisive  on  this  point,  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
must  have  been  the  best  qualified  of  all 
persons  to  give  a  correct  opinion,  has 
declared,  in  his  place,  in  this  House,  that 
the  rebellion  of  1798  was  not  a  Catholic 
rebellion. 

The  Catholics  are  not  afraid  of  having 
their  whole  conduct  inquired  into.    They 
bave  faithfully  fulfilled  what  they  bound 
themselves  to  do  by  the  treaty  of  Lime- 
rick. In  17  J  5  and  1745  they  fully  proved 
that  they  had  renounced  those  principles, 
which  formerly  had  led  them  to  support 
the  family  of  the  Stuarts.    There  is  the 
evidence  of  primate  Stone,  to  shew  that,  in 
the  papers,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
government,  relating  to  the  rebellion  of 
1745,  there  was  no  trace  to-  be  found  of  a 
fingle  Irish  Catholic  being,  in  anywise 
concerned  in  it. — In  the  American  war, 
when  all  the  King's  troops  were  with* 
drawn  from  Ireland,  and  a  French  inva- 
'  aion  was  threatened,  the  Catholics  again 
stood  by  the  cause  of  their  country  and 
the  Hoose  of  Brunswick.  What  a  contrast 
does  their  condoct  form,  since  the  treaty 
of  LimeHck,  to  that  of  king  William  and 
his  successors ! !  I      On   their   part  the 
ateadiest  compliance  with  their  engage* 
nents;    on  the  other  side  a  succession  of 
Tiolations  of  the  royal  faith,  till  that  most 
horrible  code  of  laws  was    completed, 
which  deprived  the  Catholics  of  every 
personal  and   political  security.    These 
▼iolations  it  has  been  attempted  to  justify, 
by  saying  that  parliament  yrould  not  ra- 


tify the  treaty  of  Limerick.  But  tbe  |Mia- 
ciples  of  the  constitution  of  tbia  cooDtry 
vnll  admit  of  no  snch  juitificatioo.  Tbe 
king  has  the  nndoobted  prerogative  of 
making  peacei  and  binding  his  aabjects  to 
the  terms  of  it,  provided  Uiey  do  not  vio- 
late any  existing  law.  For  which  reaaoo, 
every  icing,  who  has  sa%.  on  the  tbronc^ 
from  the  reign  of  king  William  to  the  pie- 
sent  day,  has  been,  and  ought  so  to  consi- 
der himself,  bound  to  make  good,  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, all  that  was  stipulated  by  bin. 

Upon  the  whole  it  seems  to  be  a  jmt 
conclusion  to  diaw,  from  a  fair  ^^vmias- 
tion  of  the  allegations  of  the  petiiioDs,  aad 
what  has  passed  in  this  debate,  that  there 
is  nothing,  in  the  celigioos  priiuriples  of 
the  Catholics,  incompatible  with  civil  li- 
berty ;  nothin|[,  in  the  conceasioo  of  their 
claims,  inconsistent  with  the  security  sf 
tbe  constitution,  but  every  things  that  cao 
be  desired,  on  their  part,  demonstrative  of 
their  loyalty  to  their  country  siod  their 
king,  and  therefore  that  the  Honse  ia  called 
on,  by  every  principle  of  justice,  to  adopt 
the  motion  which  is  now  before  it. 

Mr.  WUMkam  Booik  would  not  bave 
offered  his  sentiments,  had  there  not  lieea 
a  call  on  those  members  who  voted  last 
year  for  the  committee,  and  who  did  not 
intend  to  do  so  this  year.  He  had  voted 
for  Mr.  Canning's  motion  in  the  hope  aod 
expectation  that  the  spirit  of  conciiiation 
and  concession  shewn  by  the  Hooae  would 
have  been  met  by  a  corresponding  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
which  would  have  led  to  the  conciliatory 
adjustment  which  was  tbe  object  of  the 
motion,  but  in  this  expectation  be,  in  com- 
mon with  many  others,  was  disappoinuti, 
for  the  account  of  the  debate  was  received 
in  Ireland  as  an  insult  instead  of  an  act  of 
grace,  and  was  treated  as  such* 

But  what  (he  asked)  is  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  do  under  such  circom- 
stances^  and  avowedly,  without  any  plaa 
before  it  ?  It  seemed  t6  have  escaped  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen  who  anpportcd 
this  panacea  for  all  evils,  that  a  comnttice 
would  be  composed  of  the  very  same  in* 
dividuals  who  had  been  for  the  last  thres 
days  discussing  the  question  withoot  being 
able  to  produce  a  plan.  It  is  trae  that  ia 
a  committee  members  might  speak  more 
than  once,  but  where  they  had  nothing  to 
propose  he  doubted  this  advantage,  aod 
at  all  events  it  was  counterbalanced  by 
their  not  having  the  Speaker  in  the  chair 
to  regulate  and  moderate  their  debates. 


1005] 


on  tie  timmi  qfAit  ttamm  CathoUa.  Makch  2,  181S« 


[1006 


He  uked  astin,  what  benefit  would  ihe 
Roman  Calbolict  derive  from  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  under  these  circum- 
stances ?  Those  who  wish  to  go  all  lengths 
and  to  abolish  all  tests,  without  caring  for 
aecnritieff^  had  a  straight  and  plain  way  be* 
lore  them ;  but  what  would  those  members 
do  who  were  advocates  for  restrictions  and 
aafeguards }  The  right  hon.  and  venerable 
mover  of  the  qneation  had  said  that  the  Veto 
was  out  of  the  qoeation«  and  professed  to 
have  no  plan.  Some  hints  had  been  given 
about  domestic  nomination,  which  though 
a  principle  acknowledged  and  acted  upon 
in  various  countries,  and  amongst  them  in 
Canada,  was  certainly  a  greater  Infringe- 
tbenton  the  right  of'^the  Papal  see  than 
#ven  a  Veto. 

Some  persons  were  san^ine  enough  to 
believe  that  if  the  Catholics  were  placed 
between  conscience  and  power,  toe  for- 
vier  would  give  way,  but  he  had  too  good 
ato  opinion  of  them  to  think  that  love  of 
office  would  so  prevail.  The  English  Ro- 
man Catholics  are  too  well  principled  a 
body  of  men  to  barter  their  consciences 
for  lucre  of  gain,  and  they  have  declared 
it  in  their  petition,  from  which  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  they  will  recede.  He 
did  not  see  the  analogy  which  had  been 
mentioned  between  the  Sinecure  Bill  and 
this  measure,  for  this  (at  least  in  the  pre- 
sent sesfion)  originates  in  the  petition  of 
persons  who  require  relief,  and  brtniir  for- 
ward specific  demands  and  objects.  These 
demands  it  seems  are  not  to  be  complied 
with,  but  are  to  be  so  modified  and  clogged 
with  restrictiona  and  securities,  as  to  ren- 
der the  relief  unaccepuble  to,  and  depre- 
cated by,  the  very  persons  who  are  the 
object  of  thia  relief.  He  here  read  ex- 
tracu  from  the  petitiona  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  of  which  he  apoke  in  terma  of 
commendation  aa  being  most  properly 
expressed,  which  shewed  they  prayed 
fer  the  total  repeal  of  all  disabilities. 

A  committee  of  tho  whole  House,'  he 
aaidf  appeared  to  him  a  cowardly  way  of 
aolving  the  difficulty  and  of  ahifting  off  re- 
aponsibilitir  from  the  shoulders  of  indivi^ 
duala  on  tboae  of  the  whole  House.  As  an 
instance  how  ill-calculated  such  a  com- 
mittee waa  for  a  meaaure  not  maturely 
conaidered  and  prepared,  he  cited  an  ob- 
aervation  of  a  late  eminent  atatesman,  who 
aaid  that  no  jMmber  erer  moved  for  a 
committee  ofVl  whole  House  intending 
that  hia  motiop  should  be  carried.  He 
would  prefer  the  more  manly  plan  adopted 
by  lord  Howick  in  1807,  that  of  bringing 


in  a  bill.  The  House  would  then  know 
what  it  had  to  consider^  and  the  varioua 
stages  of  a  bill,  with  its  commitments  and 
recommitments,  would  aflR>rd  opportunitiea 
of  knowing  what  we  were  about. 

He  added,  that  if  any  arrangement  could 
be  made  to  conciliate  the  Catholica,  to 
whom  (the  English  ones)  he  was  attache^ 
by  every  tie  of  friendship,  regard,  and 
good  opinion,  without  endangering  the 
aecurity  of  the  Proteatant  establiabmenty 
flo  one  would  feel  more  aincere  pleasure 
than  himself,  or  more  heartily  deairous  of 
giving  his  warmest  concurrence. 

Sir  Wiiltam  Scoii : 

m 

Sir;  it  is  always  with  great  reluc* 
tance,  and  not  unfrequently  with  soma 
degree  of  personal  pain,  tliat  I  obtruda 
myself  upon  the  notice  of  the  House ;  but 
the  importance  of  the  present  question^ 
and  the  connexion,  which  I  have,  with 
those  who  have  expressed  a  strong  feel- 
ing about  the  decision  of  it,  induce  me  to 
hope  that  the  House  will  think  me  en- 
titled to  claim  some  portion  of  their  atten- 
tion. 

Sir,  if  I  could  agree  in  opinion  with  a 
right  hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Plunket,)  who 
distinguished'  himself,  by  a  speech,  not 
more  to  be  admired  as  an  exhibition  of 
talents,  than  for  the  honourable  and  manly 
candour,  by  which  it  was  still  further 
dignified  and  adorned,  that,  if  there  waa 
no  dangerin  relaxing  the  present  restrainU» 
I  should  likewise  agree  that  they  ought 
immediately  to  be  relaxed;  for  I  am 
very  ready  to  admit,  that  eligibility  to 
public  offices  and  seals  in  the  legislatore, 
(call  it  a  right,  or  a  pretension,  or  what 
you  please)  ought  not  to  be  abridged 
without  necenity ;  and  when  I  say  ne* 
cessity,  I  mean  a  grave  necessity,  arising 
from  apprehensions  of  danger,  not  chi- 
merical and  viaionary  appreheiiaiona»  but 
aucb  u  may  aflbct  men  of  firm  and  con- 
stant minds,  of  danger  to  some  interests  of 
the  sUte,  which  are  deservedly  held  dear 
and  important  And  whei|  I  describe  the 
interesu  of  the  church  of  England  and 
Ireland  to  be  of  that  speciea  and  magni- 
tude, I  preaume,  I  expreas,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  the  universal  sense  and  feeling 
of  this  House.  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  to 
thia  position  of  fact,  that  there  ia  no  ra- 
tional apprehension  of  any  danger,  direct 
or  indirect,  to  the  eatablished  church* 
from  any  relaxation  of  these  restrainta.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  admission  of 
Catholics  to  some  of  the  offices,  from  which 
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Ihey'aroat  preaeat  exclttded  bv  )aw»  does 
not  fornith  •  reasonable  ground  of  appre- 
lieiision ;  in  my  bumble  opinion,  our  pre* 
•etii'eaclasive  enumeration  of  offices  it  < 
too  large ;   and  tbat  some  of  tbose  offices 
into  which  at  present  they  are  told  tbey 
niust  not  intrude,  are  offices  to  which  their 
Mnbition  might  safely  enough  be  allowed 
to  aspire.    But  then  I  say,  first,  that,  if 
any  man  has  such  offices  in  his  view,  with 
an  intention  of  offering  fair  relief,  so  far 
as  soch  offices  are  concerned,  he  ought  to 
bring  Uiem  forward,  not  as  an  appoint- 
ment of  a. committee  for  general  undefined 
grievances,  but  in  particular-bills  in  which 
they  shall  be  submitted  to  fair  and  dis- 
tinct and  specific  consideration;  and  I 
aay  further^  that  no  admission  can/  with 
any  degree  of  safety  to  the  interests  I 
have  described,  be  given  to  offices,  which 
sure  either  judicial,  with  a  jurisdiction  ex- 
lending  to  ecclesiastical  questions,  or  to 
sttoh  as  convey,  to  the  person  who  holds 
them,  a  great  portion  of  political  power. 
For  these  are  the  two  principles,  within 
the  range  of  which,  I  conceive  the  danger, 
and  the  necessity  of  providing  against  it, 
to  be  bounded.    The  office  of  the  common 
law  for  instance,  is  one  from  which  a  Ca- 
tholic ought  to  be  excluded.    And,  why  ? 
Because  a-  person,,  in  that  situation,  has 
to  decide  most  important  questions,  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  safety  of  the 
Protestant    establishment,   of    religious 
questions,  of  rights  of  advowsoDs,  presen* 
tation»,  tythes,  offerings,  modusses,  church 
rate!  and  a  thousand  others;  and  I  would 
ask  that  hon.  gentleman,  whether,  if  he 
had  a  sob  or  a  brother  in  the  chur«:h,  he 
wonldr  with  his  experience  of  mankind, 
think  that  his  son  or  brother  would  con- 
fidently trust  a  Catholic  judge,  sitting  to 
decide  many  of  such  questions,  between 
th»  Protestant  clergyman  and  the  Catho- 
lic pariahioners ;  and  whether  there  would 
not  be  ihat  distrust,  and  suspicion  of  an 
improper  bias,  which  might  disturb  the 
fair  course  of  justice,  even  if  that  suspicion 
and  distrust  were  not  itself  an  evil,  which 
is  the  duty  of  prudent  institutions  entirely 
to  remove,  ^  by  removing  their  natural 
causes.    So  with  respect  to  the  office  of 
privy  coonsellor,  who  has  to  advise  the 
sovereign  in  matters  of  religion,  which  are 
then  matters  of  state,  in  some  degree, 
though,  in  a  still  higher  degree,  matters  of 
conscience.  All  the  same  objections  apply 
to  theo$ce  of  chancellor  in  a  much  higher 
degree,  and  with  the  addition  of  his  being 
the  constitutional  guardian  of  the  royal 
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conscience,  in  affiiirs  of  this  natare,  as 
well  as  in  those  of  a  merely  ciTtl  descrip- 
tion. 

With  respect  to  political  power,  I  am 
not  afraid  to  avow  that  it  appears  miaais 
to  delegate,  to  Catholic  hands,  a  large  por- 
tion of  Protestant  power;  for,  by  the 
constitution  of  this  country,  as  settled 
upon  its  present  basis,  political  power  ii 
Protestant  power.  Sir,  I  cannot  cosucib- 
plate  the  admission  of  Catholic  members 
into  the  senate,  where  they  will  have  to 
decide  upon  questions,  directly  aflfectiog 
the  religion  of  the  state,  without  boom  de- 
gree of  uneasiness.  Indeed  the  rtgbt  ben. 
member  seemed  to  admit  the  existence  ef 
some  danger,  by  the  antidote^  which  be 
held  out;  for  li is  reasoning  vvaus,  Whsi 
could  one  hundred  members  do  against 
the  body  of  the  House  ?  thereby  appeal^ 
ing  to  admit,  that  danger  would  bo  intro- 
duced, but  that  it  would  be  disaroMd  by 
the  inferiority  of  their  numbers  ;  that  the 
safety  was  to  be  found,  not  in  their  dispel 
sitions,  but  in  their  minority  ;  ihmt  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  mischief  would  be  in^ssed, 
but  that  it  would  be  diluted  and  rendered 
harmlessi  by  the  prevalence  of  the  aoonder 
particles;  which  form  the  general  anbstanot 
of  the  mass. 

Sir,  I  am  not  quite  clear  that  the  rigbt 
hon.  member's  arithmetic  woald,  eventaul- 
ly,  turn  out  to  be  correct.     He  h^II  please 
to  remember,  that,  if  Irish  Catholic  gen- 
tlemen are   admitted|  English  CatlMilk: 
gentlemen  cannot  be  exclnaed«     Many  of 
these  are  of  ancient  honourable  lamiliei, 
and  possessing  great  hereditary  influence 
in  the  counties  and  boroughs  where  they 
reside.     And  if  to  these  two  deacriptioas 
of  persons,  you  add  those,  who  may  bnag 
into  this  House  the  opinion*  much  tno 
fashionable  in  the  world,  that  legislatioo 
has  nothing  to  do  with  religion*  and  that 
the^state  has  no  right  whatever  to  anier- 
pose  at  all,  in  the  intercourse  betvrcen  the 
Creator  and  the  convenience  of  man,  I 
cannot  think  that  the  danger  of  the  church 
is  altogether  so  chimerics,  as  has  been  rs- 
presented,  or   that  the  clergy  are  justly 
liable  to  the  free  observations  which  base 
been  made  upon  them,  for  the  anxietr 
they  have  ventured   to  express.    Sir,1 
cannot  avoid  saying,  that  it  u  one  of  lbs 
most  alarminc  signs  of  the  times,  that  that 
venerable  body  has  beei^n  thia  occasioa, 
treated  with   a  rudeneJ|md    disrespect 
which  I  am  confident  they  have  never  be- 
fore experienced,  within  these  walla.    Sir, 
that  there  should  not  be  in  Catholic  miada» 
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a  spirit,  which  I  an  loth  to  call  a  spirit  of 
hostility,  bat  wish  rather  to  describe  as 
unfriendly  to  our  Protestant  establish- 
ments, it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  Such 
a  spirit  is  unavoidably  produced  by  the 
fundamental  principles  of  their  faith,  and 
the  more  sincere  a  man  is  in  the  «ntertain- 
inent  of  those  principles,  the  more  sincere 
most  be  his  disinclination  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  thpse  establishments.  A  man  of 
common  benevolence,  really  attached  to 
the  importance  of  that  religion,  must  wish 
it  to  become  the  favoured  religion  of  his 
country.  He  would  act  in  contradiction, 
not  only  to  his  own  theory,  but  to  his  own 
natural  .feeliogs,  if  he  did  not.  Sir,  those 
feelings  hsFO  been  expressed  with  but  little 
roserve.  I  find  a  worthy  baronet  of  great 
authority  in  that  profession  of  faith,  though, 
by  some,  represented  as  no  friend  to  the 
higher  claims  of  that  church,  expressing 
himself  thus  in  a  published  pamphlet,  "I 
shall  expect,  very  seriously  expect,  when 
the  subject  has  been  more  matured,  to 
hear  that  the  Irish  bishops  of  the  estab* 
lishment,  having  since  made  over  a  por- 
tion of  their  revenues,  for  the  decent  main- 
tenance of  their  Catholic  brethren,  are 
ready  to  make  further  proposals,  and  to 
agree  to  an  alternate  enjoyment,  subject 
always  to  his  Majesty's  choice,  of  digni- 
ties and  emoluments."  Is  this  no  language 
of  hostility  to  the  present  establishments 
of  the  country  t  If  such  views  and  ex- 
pectations are  now  avowed,  what  are  we  to 
look  for  when  they  are  advanced  further  to 
the  consummation  of  their  wishes?  If 
these  things  are  done  in  the  green  leaf, 
what  will  be  done  in  the  dry  ?  Sir,  I  can* 
not  but  think  that  sentiments  of  this  un- 
friendly kind  are  most  heartily  entertain- 
ed in  Ireland ;  and  for  this  reason,  that  the 
Catholic  religion  is  truly  more  Catholic  in 
that  country  than  in  any  other  Catholic 
country,  and  this  again,  for  an  obvious 
reason.  In  most  Catholic  countries  the 
doctrines  of  the  church  of  Rome  come  sof- 
tened and  ameliorated,  through  the 
strainers,  if  I  may  so  call  them,  of  the 
civil  government.  The  civil  government 
is  a  sort  of  middle  term ;  and  the  people, 
having  a  confidence  in  the  religion  of  their 
government,  which  is  in  communion  with 
the  Church  of  Borne,  range  themselves  on 
the  side  of  their  civil  government,  whenever 
jtcomesintohostilities  with  the  pontiff.  Be- 
fore the  Reformation,  this  country  did  so, 
universally,  in  the  conflicts,  which  led  to 
the  statutes  of  provisors,  praemunires,  and 
others  of  that  kind.  So  in  Franceu  the  li- 
(VOL.XXIV.)  I 


berties  of  the  Galilean  Church  against 
the  Pope,  have  always  been  popular  in 
that  country.  So  in  the  matters  of  con* 
cordats,  even  in  Spain  itself.  But  in  Ire* 
land  there  is  no  such  middle  term.  Th« 
Pope  is  the  direct  head  of  the  Irish  Church ; 
in  close  and  immediate  contact  with  it, 
without  any  communication  through  the 
state,  which,  being  Protestant,  has  none  of 
the  confidencet>f  the  people,  in  any  trans* 
actions  it  may  have  with  the  Pope.  They 
regard,  with  extreme  jealousy,  every  at« 
tempt  of  their  civil  government  to  oppose 
his  authority.  His  dogmas,  therefore,  na* 
turally  direct  the  opinions  of  the  Catholii: 
Church  of  Ireland,  in  a  much  more  unqua* 
lified  way  than  those  of  other  national 
churches.  The  question  then  comes,  what 
are  the  opinions  of  the  pontiff  upon  this 
matter  of  Protestant  establishments  ? 

Sir,  upon  this  point  I  shall  not  travel 
back  to  ancient,  and,  as  they  are  repre* 
sented,  antiquated  authorities ;  I  wilt  use 
no  other  than  the  declarations  of  the  pre* 
sent  Pope,  delivered  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,' and  upon  the  most  serious  occa* 
sions,  within  these  four  or  five  years.  I 
find,  in  the  interesting  accountgiven  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Pope,  under  the  usurpa- 
tions of  Buonaparte ;  declarations  of  the 
Pope,  given  in  pastoral  instruction  to  this 
effect :  **  The  system  of  indifferentism 
which  does  not  in  truth  suppose  any  reli- 
gion, is  that  which  is  most  injurious  and 
opposite  to  the  Catholic  religion,  vdiicb, 
because  it  is  divine,  is  necessarily  sole  and 
unique,  and  for  that  reason  cannot  make 
an  alliance  with  any  other,  just  as  Christ 
cannot  ally  himself  with  Belial,1ight  with 
darkness,  truth  with  error,  or  true  piety 
with  impiety.'^  Pastoral  Instructor,  22d 
Ma}',  ]  SOS.— So  again,  "We  reject  that 
all  religions  should  be  free  and  publicly 
exercised,  as  contrary  to  the  canons  and 
councils,  the  Catholic  religion,  the]  tran- 
quillity of  life,  and  the  good  of  tk>'  state/' 
Page  45. — So  again,  "The  protection, 
much  boasted  of,  for  different  worships,  is 
only  a  pretext  and  a  colour  to  authorise 
the  secular  power  to  meddle  in  thioffsspi* 
ritual,  since,  in  shewing  respect  tor  all 
sects,  with  all  their  opinions,  customs,  and 
superstitions,  a  government  does  not  re* 
spect,  in  effect,  any  right,  any  institution, 
any  law  of  the  Catholic  church.  Under 
such  protection,  is  concealed  a  persecu- 
tion, the  most  crafty  and  dangerous  which 
can  be  exercised  against  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ.— He  does  not  love  or  under- 
stand our  mod  holy  religioni  out  of  which 
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there  is  no  hope  of  salvation,  who  does  not 
revolt  at  such  an  order  of  things/'— These 
are  the  opinions  of  the  supreme  head  of 
the  church*  upon  the  mete  toleration  of 
Qther  worships.  If  so,  what  must  be  hisopi- 
nionsof  a  state  of  things^  in  which  another 
worship  is  dominant,  and  the  Ca*  iolic  faith 
is  in  a  state  of  depression  ?  Do  I  misre- 
present the  opinion  when  I  say  it  can  be 
no  oiher  than  this,  that  such  a  state  is  an 
inverted  and  unnatural  state,  which  cannot 
continue  without  endangering  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country  where  it  exists  ? 

Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
Catholic  church  of  Ireland  dissents  from 
the  opinions  of  the  see  of  Rome»  upon  a 
subject  so  interesting  to  their  common 
feelings  ?  I  am  sure  I  do  not  misrepresent 
the  prelates  of  that  church,  when  I  de- 
scribe them  to  be  faithful  disciples  and 
votaries  of  that  see,  and  most  conscientious 
in  their  adherence  to  its  tenets — and  most 
singular  it  would  be,  if  they  deserted  it, 
upon  a  point  which  is  so  immediately  con- 
nected with  their  own  personal  interests  of 
every  species.  It  is  quite  impossible  that 
they,  of  all  men,  should  be  better  satisfied 
than  the  Pope  himself  is,  with  the  Pro- 
testant ascendancy  and  with  the  compara- 
tive depression  of  their  own  church  where 
they  live  !  But  it  is  intimated  that  the  Ca- 
tholic laity  hold  no  such  opinions.  In  the 
first  place,  I  look  in  vain  for  the  evidence 
of  that  fact.  In  the  second  place,  there 
may  be,  I  believe,  some  more  philoso- 
phical spirits,  who  entertain  other  opi- 
nions, but  who  are  charged,  in  the  suspi- 
cions of  their  brethren,  with  departing 
from  the  strict  rules  of  faith,  and  whose 
Keneral  opinions,  upon  these  matters,  I 
must  say,  I  have  always  found  extremely 
difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  superficial 
notions  of  ^  that  faith,  which  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  from  any  exposition  of 
them ;  but,  however  that  may  be,  I  have 
not  a  doubt  that  the  number  of  such  per- 
son^ is  comparatively  small,  and  that  the 
general  body  of  the  faithful  would  follow 
their  pastors  upon  such  subjects.  It  is  a 
remark  of  that  profound  observer,  who 
has  been  stiled  the  chancellor  of  human 
nature,  lord  Clarendon,  that  any  agree- 
ment which  you  may  make  with  that 
class  of  men,  will  signify  little,  unless  it  is 
followed  by  the  approbation  of  their 
clergy. 

Sir,  in  this  state  of  opinions,  I  cannot 
but  think  ihere  is  great  hazard  in  arming 
such  persons  with  the  authority  belonging 
to  many  of  the  situations^  from  which 
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they  are  now  excluded.  Their  opioiooi 
unavoidably  exclude  them.  It  is  a  Tenr 
simple,  and,  I  shoul d  have  thought, a  verf 
inoffensive  proposition.  "  We  cannot  in- 
vest you  with  power  which,  we  think. 
will  be  employed  injuriously  to  interc>u 
we  hold  dear  and  sacred,  bat  which  yoa 
hold  mischievous  and  intolerable.  We 
lament  the  necessity,  bat  we  are  com- 
pelled to  act  upon  the  common  principle 
of  self-preservation.  We  are  sorry  to  ex- 
clude persons,  whose  talents  mi^bt  be 
otherwise  useful,  and  whose  ambitioo.oo 
their  part,  is  fair,  but  whose  talents  iimI 
ambition  would  be  fatal  to  our  faroorite 
establishments— and  this  without  uy 
crime  on  their  part;  without  any  otber 
conduct,  than  such  as  woald  be  directed 
by  their  own  moral  and  religioos  coo* 
science." 

Sir,  it  is  a  fallacy  which  runs  tfaroogl 
the  whole  of  this  discipline,  that  we  ire 
imputing  crime  or  imposing  ponisbmeni- 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  The  wv 
sure  we  take  is  not  one  of  criminating  pc* 
nalties ;  it  is  a  mere  measure  of  selMe* 
fence,  against  opinions  and  inclinatioosi 
which  we  do  not  presume  to  censure,  b^ 
cause  they  do  not  proceed  from  any  de 
pravation  of  mind,  but  which  we  w^ 
guard  against,  because  they  import  daog'f 
to  interests,  which  we  cannot  suffer  lobe 
disturbed. 

Sir,  it  is  no  more  than  a  defensive  pf** 
caution,  which  I  am  equally  inclined  to 
allow  to  Catholics  against  Protestani^  '^ 
the  protection  of  their  religion.  It  al^}| 
appeared  to  me  that  the  appointmem« 
Mr.  Neckar,  under  the  royal  govern©*^ 
of  France,  was  as  impolitic  as  it  wai  ua* 
constitutional— that  it  weakened  diefrior^ 
of  that  government,  and  tended,  amongi^ 
many  other  causes,  to  produce  those  cai** 
uiiiies,  which  have  since  spread  thfO' 
selves  over  every  part  of  civiiifcdEof^PJ' 

Sir,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  n^^i 
hon.  gentleman  answered  his  own  q"^ 
tion,— where  was  the  danger  directly^ 
indirectly?  When  he  admitted, ss he dKi, 
most  candidly  and  explicitly,  that  beoi^ 
insist  upon  securities;  and  that,  witw|||| 
securities,  he  was  disposed  to  resi^^^ 
application ;  for,  if  no  dang^i  otf  '^ 
sonable  apprehension  of  danger,  why|* 
for  securities?    He  likewise  app^*^ 


sonable  apprehension  of  danger,  ^^?l^ 
was  not  sufficient,  for  if  it  was*  wbyc^ 


admit  that  the  security  of  the  preteot  ^ 


for  other  securities  ?  for  every  oDO'f^ 
sary  security  required  is  a  mereiyf*"^^ 
loipositioti.    Nothing  coald  be  m^^  ^ 
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rect  than  bis  opinion^  that  the  security,  | 
afforded  by  the  oath,  was  insufficient ;  not 
npoa  the  ground  that  oaihs  will  not  bind 


Catholic  conscie  ces,  (I  make  no  such  as-     apparent  acceptance^  has    been  rejected 


S\r,  what  are  the  securities  proposed  ? 
1st.  The  Veto,  and  2d^  the  Domestic  No^* 
mination  of  PreJales.    The  Veto,  after  an 


•ertions)  but  because  the  oath  cannot  be 
construed  so  as  to  meet  the  apprehended 
danger.    It  cannot  be  so  interpreted,  with 
any  fairness,  so  as  to  bind  them  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  08tablii»hed  church,  if  they 
think  \Z  inezuedient  and  sinful,  and  are 
called  upon,  tor  instance,  as  senators,  to 
pass  a  Iegi8lati?e  opinion  upon  any  ques- 
tion relating  to  it.    The  oath  abjures  any 
intention  to  subvert  the  Protestant  religion 
at  the  time  of  taking  it.    The  utmost  ef- 
fect«  which  can  be  given  to  that  is,  that  it 
abjures  all  direct  purpose,  all  plan  or  pro- 
ject at  that  time.    But  would  he  not  be 
fully  as  much  at  liberty  to  vote,  according 
to  bis  own  conscience,  on  such  questions, 
as  any  other  member    of  the    House  ? 
Would  he  be  guilty  of  perjury  in  the  opi- 
nion of  any  then  breathing,  if  he  should 
vote  honestly  for  the  abolition  of  Protes- 
tant episcopacy,  when  such  a  question 
M^at  brought   before  him,  and   his  own 
conscientious  opinion  directed  the  vote  he 
gave.    Sir,  I  take  this  to  be  as  indepen- 
dent  a  member,  in  spite  of  his  oath,  as  any 
other  member  of  the  House.    If  so,  you 
leave  him,  in  the  spite  of  the  oath,  to  the 
operation  of  every  principle  and  preju- 
dice which  has  taken  possession  of  his 
mind.    And,  in  that  state  of  things,  what 
are  you  to  expect  but  a  Catholic  vote, 
upon  a  Protestant  subject?  Remember  the 
memorable   declaration  of   the    earl    of 
Bristol,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  upon  the 
passing  of  the  Test  Act.—*'  Upon  the 
whole  matter,  my  lords,  however  the  sen- 
timents of  a  Catholic  of  the  church  of 
Rome  may  oblige  me,  upon  scruple  of 
conscience,    in  some  pariiculars  of  this 
Bill  to  give  my  nej^ative  to  it,  when  it 
comes  to  passing;  yet  as  a  member  of  a 
Protestant  parliament  my  advice  cannot 
but  go  along  with  the  main  scope  of  it.*" 
Here  is  the  natural  working  of  the  reli- 
.  gious  conscience  of  the  Catholic  against 
the  prudential  and  political  conscience. 
—The  measure  proclaimed  to  be  right 
and  fit,  but  the  vote  directed  ajp;ainst  it, 
because  it  tended  to  the  safety  of  the  Pro- 
testant   establishments   of   the    country, 
which,  as  a  disciple  of  the  church    of 
Rome,  he  was  bound  religiously  to  dis- 
.  countenance. 

*  See  new  Parliamentary  History  of 
*  Eoglaodf  vol.  4,  p.  506* 


with  abhorrence  ;  and  the  domestic  nomi- 
nation with  increased  abhorrence.  I  re« 
member  incurring  some  degree  of  ridi- 
cule in  this  House,  some  years  ago,  for  in- 
timating that  such  would  be  its  fate  ;  for 
it  always  appeared  to  me  more  objection- 
able, if  it  is  possible  to  extract  any  know- 
ledge of  Catholic  principles  from  the  ordi- 
nary sources  of  eeneral  information  upon 
such  subjects.  It  is  certainly  a  greater 
violence  to  those  principles  to  discard  the 
Pope  entirely,  and  to  create  an  indepen- 
dent church,  internally  governed  without 
him,  than  to  admit  his  authority,  con- 
trouled  by  some  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  civil  sovereign.  Take  ayay  the 
Pope,  and  you  take  away  all  the  spiritual 
authority,  which  is  merely  derivative  from 
him.— No  bishops, — no  priests>— no  valid 
administration  of  sacraments.  For  all 
these  offices  and  functions  are  emanations 
of  that  spiritual  authority,  whicii  resides 
plenarily  and  fundamentally  in  him.  To 
be  sure,  the  last  concordat  with  Buona- 
parte seems  to  imply  some  surrender  of 
this  sacred  supremacyj  for  it  expressly 
provides,  **  that  if  the  Pope  does  not  con- 
fer the  investiture  within  a  certain  time* 
the  metropolitan  shall  do  it."  This 
amounts  to  little  less  than  an  abdication  of 
the  papacy,  and  only  proves  that  the  spirit 
and  firmness  of  that  venerable  person  (for 
I  wish  to  speak  of  him  without  disrespect) 
have  at  last  sunk  under  his  necessity  and 
distresses.  However  this  may  be,  both, 
these  professed  securities  were  rejected  b^ 
the  Irish  church,  with  horror,  as  contami- 
nating the  ark  of  God. 

Sir,  when  I  hear  it  said,  (as  I  hear  it 
repeatedly  said)  that  these  are  the  intem- 
perate expressions  of  vk)lent  men,  I  look 
about  in  vain  for  any  grave  and  public 
disclaimer  of  them— they  appear  to  ex* 
press  the  universal  sentiment— the  feelingi 
of  reverend  prelates— no  public  body  dis- 
claims them  ^-  nobody  protests  against 
them.  There  is  a  profound  silence  on 
the  other  side,  if  any  such  side  exists.  If 
other  sentiments  are  felt,  why  are  they 
not  expressed  ?  Why  compel  us  to  pre- 
sume an  unanimity  in  the  opinion  so  vo- 
ciferously proclaimed,  that,  to  require 
the  securities,  is  insult  and  injury,  add 
persecution  \ 

These  particular  securities  being  out  of 
the  question,  (supposing  that  their  aaffi* 
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cienc}'  was  admitted)  what  btbers  are  pre- 
pared ?  I  hear  of  none,  and  therefore  am 
compelled  to  conclude,  that  if  the  thing 
is  to  take  place,  it  must  take  place  with- 
out any  securities  at  alL  It  has  been  ad- 
mitted by  almost  every  gentleman,  that, 
without  reference  to  any  other  considera- 
tion, foreign  influence,  which  is  to  be 
watched  at  all  times,  is  to  be  guarded 
against;  peculiarly,  when  the  Pope  is 
liable  to  be  considered  either  as  the  cap- 
tive or  as^the  proteg^'of  Buonaparte;  or, 
rndeed,  as,  in  different  respects  both  ;  for 
be  is  his  captive,  as  chained  to  a  residence 
ID  Trance;—'  liber  non  est  qui  non  potest 
ire  quo  vult  ;*  and  yet  he  has  been  re-in- 
vested with  some  authority,  some  revenue, 
and  is  assured  of  particular  protection,  for 
the  numerous  wants  of  the  church.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  see  that  the  Pontiff's 
power  is  Buonapartels  power ;  tliat  his 
concordat  will  be  Buonaparte's  concordat; 
in  short,  that  he  is  not  in  a  treatable  condi- 
tion. But  if  even  that  were  not  the  case, 
there  still  remains  the  radical  objection  of 
a  conscientious  hostility  to  Protestant  es- 
tablishments. It  is  said,  that  no  such  ap- 
prehensions are  entertained  by  other  Pro- 
testant states.  But  they  are  no  authori- 
ties upon  the  point.  For,  first,  the  Pro- 
testant religion  is  not  deeply  incorporated 
in  their  civil  constitutions,  if  civil  consti- 
tutions they  have ;  most  of  them  being 
despotic  states,  in  which  the  prince  has  a 
ready  corrective,  in  his  own  hand,  for  any 
inconvenience  which  may  be  apprehend- 
ed. In  the  next  place,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics do  not  bear  the  same  formidable 
proportion  of  numbers.  Here  is  a  great 
conntrv,  the  population  of  which,  is  de- 
scribed to  be  generally  Catholic ;  at  any 
rate,  the  Protestants  are  in  a  minority. 
If,  to  the  advantage  of  such  superior  num- 
bers, growing,  as  they  have  been  describ- 
ed, in  knowledge  and  in  wealth,  you  add 
an  equal  access  to  power,  bow  IbQg  will 
the  equality  subsist  ?  Is  it  in  nature  that 
it  should  not  be  overthrown  ?  Yon  can 
meet  the  advantage  of  numbers,  only  by 
the  advantage  of  the  possession  of  power 
-—by  making  the  few  govern  the  many ; 
the  actual  footing  on  which  all  govern- 
menta  exist,  whaterer  be  the  theory  on 
which  they  are  founded.  But  if  the  ma- 
jority (so  qualified)  have  power,  in  con- 
junction with  numbers,  it  is  very  easy 
to  foresee  how  the  minority  will  be  dis- 

of. 

said,  that  all  this  assumes  a  princi- 
hostility,  in  .Catholic  miiids,  to 


Protestant  establisliments.  Sir,  if  I  coold 
readily  conceive  the  erase  of  two  great  re- 
ligious parties,  equally  and  peaceably  di- 
viding the  power  of  a  great  state,  or  en- 
gaging in  struggles  for  it,  with  si  total 
oblivion  of  their  religioos  difllerences,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  admit  that  do  mis- 
chief might  possibfy  foHow.  Bot  I  iear 
that  that  state  of  things  is  reserved  for  the 
times  when  the  leopard  is  to  lie  down 
with  the  lamb.  Are  we  entitled  to  expect 
that  state  of  things  from  the  (past  expe- 
rience of  that  country  }  Is  there  a  coon* 
try,  in  which  religioos  zeal  hat  made 
more  intemperate  and  more  persevering 
struggles  for  the  possession  of  power  ? 
Would  these  struggles  be  less  violent  and 
less  persevering,  when  they  adranced 
more  to  a  footing  of  equality  ;  when  the 
party,  which  coni plained  of  depression, 
had  advanced  nearer  to  the  complettoa 
of  their  wishes.  Look  at  the  experience 
of  other  countries.  What  was  the  resnh 
of  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  in  Poland  ?  What 
was  the  result  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  in 
France,  celebrated  as  a  master-piece  of 
pacific  policy  ?  And  both  founded  oa 
principles  of  distribution  of  power.  Did 
not  parties  become  envenomed,  atrugglcs 
more  acrimonious,  till  aHayed,  at  last,  by 
a  return  (though  carried  to  most  inordi- 
nate lengths)  to  that  policy,  which  the 
practice  of  most  nations  has  been  conleat 
to  adopt,  of  giving  a  decided  ascendant  to 
that  religion,  which  it  approves ;  and 
keeping  its  opponents,  not  In  a  degraded 
condition,  but  in  that  disarmed  state,  as  to 
the  possession  of  power,  which  is  indis* 
pensably  requisite  for  the  preservation  of 
that  ascendancy.  My  homble,  but  con- 
fident opinion  is,  that  the  measare  pro- 
posed, instead  of  being  a  measure  of  peace, 
will, only  sound  the  trumpet  of  religious 
and  civil  animosity. 

Sir,  what  is  the  measure  proposed  to  m, 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  the  resalt 
of  the  really  profound  wisdom,  which  be 
has  applied,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  ?  That  we  should  pass  an  act,  in- 
cluding the  securities,  which  we  think  ne- 
cessary to  obtain ;  such  act  to  he  sospend- 
ed  in  execution  till  the  Catholics  shall  be 
content  to  give  those  securities*  I  cannot 
help  thinking  this  mode  of  legislating, 
de  bene  e$ie,  is  very  novel,  and  Tery  incon- 
venient. I(  may  be  a  totally  nogatory 
exercise  of  our  legislative  powers,  and,  liF 
we  can  trust  strong  declarations,  will  cer- 
tainly be  so.  If  it  should  so  torn  oat,  it 
will  certainly  ha  no  tery  dignified  nor 
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useful  exercise  of  those  powers.  But  if 
there  is  no  reason  to  hope  that  good  will 
be  done,  is  there  no  reason  to  fear  that 
much  mischief  will  be  done  ?  It  can  be  no 
aecretj  that  there  are  very  large  portions 
of  the  community,  in  both  countries,  who 
regard  the  attempt  with  the  most  painful 
anxiety,  and  who  deprecate  such  conces- 
aions  to  the  Catholics.  And  these  persons. 
Sir,  are  not  rabble ;  they  are  not  unin- 
formed persons,  without  character  or 
weight  in  the  community.  They  com- 
pose some  of  its  most  serious  and  consi- 
derate, and  respectable  classes.  In  this 
condition  of  things,  all  that  will  be  achiev- 
ed, will  be  so  much  positiTe  evil,  without 
any  counterbalance  of  good.  Here  will 
be  an  idle  parade  of  legislative  benevo- 
lence, producing  nothing  but  extreme  un- 
easiness and  dissatisfaction  among  the 
Protestants,  and  increased  ferments  and 
resentments  amongst  the  Catholics.  For, 
if  such  proposals  are  regarded  as  insults 
and  persecutions,  I  do  not  see  how  they 
are  much  recommended  to  the  affections 
of  the  Catholics,  by  merely  being  put  into 
the  black'letter  of  an  act  of  parliament. 
It  really  never  occurred  to  me  that  an  in- 
sult would  be  at  all  lessened  in  their  feel* 
ings  of  it,  for  being  ofiered  to  them  by  the 
legislature  of  their  country. 

On  such  grounds  as  these  (omitting 
many  others  in  the  exhaulted  state  of  the 
question,  and  in  my  own  exhausted  state) 
^  I  shall  certainly  vote  against  going  into  a 
*  committee.  If  there  are  particular  griev- 
anceS|  apply  the  remedy  to  each  case, 
fairly  ana  distinctly  considered ;  but  do 
not  open  a  wholesale  shop  of  grievances. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  such  a  shop  would  be 
plentifully  fed,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
aession,  with  fresh  importations  from  the 
Catholic  board  at  Dublin,  which,  as  far 
as  I  can  judge  from  two  volumes  I  have 
perused,  is  a  very  well  slocked  depot  of 
such  articles.  But  do  not  let  the  legis- 
lature let  loose  the  angry  passions  of  men, 
upon  subjects  most  likely  to  excite,  in 
times  of  difficulty  and  danger ;  for  such  I 
conceive  the  times  still  to  be,  though 
otherwise  described  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  The  modern  Hannibal,  or 
rather  AttHa,  still  lives.  We  have  scotched 
the  snake,  not  killed  it.  We  have  to  op- 
pose, by  every  means,  which  human  pru- 
dence can  suggest,  the  most  subtle  and 
bloody  tyrant  which  has  ever  infested  the 
earth.  Let  us  not  waste  any  portion  of 
our  strength  in  aggravated  contentions 
amongst  ourselTos. 
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Sir,I  cannot  sit  down  without  expressing 
a  regret,  that  I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of 
the  plans  which  we  bad  reason  to  expect, 
from  two  honourable  friends  of  mine,  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State,  who  sits  near 
me,  and  my  right  hon.  friend,  on  the 
bench  below.  I  must  do  the  eloquent 
mover  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  he 
fairly  stated  his  plan,  though  I  cannot 
agree  with  him  in  thinking  it  satisfactory* 
Tnat  plan  was  to  embody,  in  his  act  for 
the  Catholics,  a  declaration,  couched  in 
the  strongest  terms,  of  the  firm  and  eternal 
establishment  of  the  national  church.  We 
all  remember  the  eflect  of  declaratory 
acts  in  the  case  of  America-->a  right  main« 
tained  in  words,  given  op  in  fticts,  and 
never  afterwards  recovered.  I  think  it 
but  a  feeble  security  ;  and  if  I  rightly  in- 
terpret the  right  h6n.  gentleman,  to  whose 
speeches  I  have  had  frequent  occasions  to 
advert,  his  expectations  were  not  satisfied 
with  it,  for  he  was  looking  out  for  further 
securities.  However,  I  roust  do  justice,  at 
least,  to  the  candour  and  frankness  of  tha 
original  mover.  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
pay  the  same  compliment  to  my  hon. 
friends,  from  both  of  whom,  and  parti- 
cularly from  my  right  hon.  friend,  who 
obtained  the  resolution  of  parliament,  last 
year,  some  elucidation  of  their  further 
views  might  naturally  have  been  expect- 
ed, at  the  beginning  of  this  debate.  At 
present,  they  drive  us,  darkling,  into  this 
committee,  for  surely  it  is  no  better,  to 
reserve  their  plans  till  a  very  late  hour,— 
when  no  man  worketh, — when  it  is  im- 
possible to  devote  any  faculty  of  a  fa- 
tigued mind  to  a  fair  consideration  of 
them.  I  hope  they  will  immediately  re- 
collect this ;  in  the  mean  time  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  my  decided  vote  is  against 
going  into  the  proposed  Committee. 

Lord  Casilereagh  said,  it  was  with  great 
pain  and  distrust  in  his  own  individual 
judgment,  ihat  he  felt  himself,  on  the 
present  occasion,  compelled  to  difier  from 
those  with  whom  he  usuall^f  acted ;  but 
a  sense  of  duty  alone  would  influence  his 
vote  that  night.  He  never  felt  len  prone 
to  suffer  personal  considerations  to  enter 
into  a  discuttion  of  a  great  public  ques- 
tion, conducted  as  it  had  been  throughout 
with  the  utmost  moderation  and  temper  ; 
ha  hoped,  therefore,  that  if  be  held  him- 
self bound  to  repel  an  accusation  brought 
agaiiiWt  him  by  a  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Plunket)  on  a.  preced* 
lag  evening,  that  right  boo.  gentlenan 
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•WD  feelings  and  convictioDj  were  I,  on 
Ihe  present  occasion,  interesting  as  it  i», 
both  from  the  ?ast  importance  ot  the  ques- 
lion«  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  discuss  it,  to  omit 
stating  the  opinions  of  that  great  states- 
man; I  must,  therefore,  with  the  most 
perfect  candour,  declare,  that  with  all  the 
means  which  I  possessed  in  the  full  confi- 
dence of  friendship  with  Mr.  Pitt,  I  had 
no  reason  whatever  to  suppose,  that  he  did 
not  ihink  the  enquiry  as  proposed  to  be 
nowinstitQted  into  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  the  adoption  of  measures  of 
concession  proportionate  to  the  justice  of 
those  claims,  were  not  only  expedient, 
wise,  and  salutary^  but  fundamentally  ne- 
cessary. I  am,  at  the  same  time,  bound  to 
observe,  that  he  thought  the  principal 
objections  arising  to  these  concessions, 
■prang  out  of  the  violent  and  inconsiderate 
▼iews  entertained  and  expressed  by  the 
Boman  Catholics  themselves.  But  al- 
though these  were  his  sentiments,  and  to 
his  expression  ot  them,  I  am  at  this  mo- 
ment enabled  to  bear  the  most  unequivocal 
testimony,  I  can  safely  add,  that  during 
ihe  whole  of  my  friendly  and  political  in- 
tercourse with  him,  I  never  could  at  any 
one  period  discover,  that  the  determina- 
lion  of  his  mind  was  changed  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  concessions  to  the  Romao 
Catholics,  either  in  the  justice  or  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure.  I  have.  Sir, 
taken  the  liberty  to  be  thus  explicit,  be- 
cause my  confidence  and  conviction  are 
strengthened,  not  only  by  the  means  I 
possessed  of  knowing  his  mind  and  feel- 
ing, but  because  my  recollection  of  his 
opmions  is  unimpaired. 

During^ the  present  as  on  all  former  dis- 
cussions, the  word  '  security'  has  been 
used,  and  used  certainly,  I  admit,  with 
great  propriety  as  far  as  the  true  sense  of 
ihe  word  respects  our  establishment  in 
Church  and  State.  If  I  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  expression,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  call '  security'  the  adoption  of 
some  system,  whatever  that  system  may 
be,  which,  prevailing  as  it  does  in  every 
Catholic  country,  ought  not  to  be  deni^ 
to  a  country,  Protestant  in  the  establish- 
ment of  its  civil  and  political  rights,— Pro* 
testant  in  their  progressive  state,— and 
Protestant  in  their  present  permanence 
and  ultimate  prosperity.  There  is  one 
broad  principle  which  I  can  never  be 
andocea  to  abandon^-*!  mean  the  guards 
and  provisions  necessary  to  be  adopted,  in 
ocder  to  meei  and  counteract  Ibe  interfer- 


ence of  the  court  of  Rome,  with  regard  to 
its  political  opinions,  and  the  diuemioi* 
tion  of  them  in  a  country  which  does  not 
entertain  religious  doctrines  of  a  limilar 
nature.  This  safeguard,  although  required 
by  the  establishments  of  Catholic  coootiiei 
themselves,  is  still  more  decidedly  caiW 
for  and  enforced  by  the  peculiar  sitaslioo 
of  the  Pope,  who,  being  detained  by  oor 
most  inveterate  enemy,  may  be  compelled 
to  become  the  instrument  of  his  perndima 
and  ambitious  views.  I  should  no^  in  aj 
allusion  to  the  influence  of  the  paptl  u* 
thority,  forget  to  call  the  attention  of  \k 
House  to  the  uses  and  employ meott  to 
which  the  diii&rent  ordera  of  Monks  aod 
Friars  dependent  upon  the  will  of  their  dlf* 
ferent  principals,  may  be  perverted  for  tk 
attainment  of  political  ends,  in  conseqaesoe 
of  the  commands  of  these  principals,  u 
whom  their  respective  orders  and  institi* 
tions  have  sworn  submission  and  obcdieoct 
Why,  let  me  ask,  are  the  commuDicstioM 
from  the  see  of  Rome,  or  from  the  prisd* 
pals  of  these  religious  orders,  to  be  made 
matters  of  secrecy  i  What  necesiity  oo 
there  be  for  concealment  ?  Certainly  wot, 
but  in  the  single  point  of  confeaiioiL  I 
am.  Sir,  now  speaking  with  respect  to  ftcti 
which  cannot  be  contradicted,  and  with 
the  truth  of  which  every  Catholic  is  ac* 
quainted.  Where  concealment  is  neco- 
sary,  I  can  have  no  objection  to  conceal* 
ment  in  matters  of  pure  religion  tad  colt 
scientious  feeling;  but  in  those  conmos 
acts  of  public  intercourse,  secrecy  aodcos* 
cealment  are  not  only  onnecessaryt  bot 
must  necessarily  become  the  subject  i 
distrust  and  well-founded  suspicion. 

Having,  Sir,  noticed  the  nature  of  ik 
security  to  which  I  naturally  look  ifl 
the  course  of  the  proceedings  wbick 
may  be  adopted  in  the  Committee,  I  oest 
direct  my  attention  to  the  Veto,  which  htf 
so  frequently  become  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, both  in  and  out  of  doors.  AAcr 
all  the  care  I  have  bestowed  upon  the  coa- 
sideration  of  this  point,  I  most  coofeal 
am  at  a  loss  to  find  how  the  CatboHca  cao 
find  it  inconsistent,  as  it  has  in  certaia 
cases  been  maintained,  with  the  hest  ipif^ 
of  their  religion,  and  with  the  justice  al 
their  claims.  I  have  been  lately  led  to  be* 
lieve,  and  I  am  now  confirmed  m  the  op* 
nion,  that  this  Veto  aflfords,  not  only  ^ 
satufacUon  to  the  Catholics,  hot  tbst  tt  a 
even  condemned  as  a^Msure  which  we 
have  no  right  to  reqm.  Bot,  Sir,  he 
this  u  it  may,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  state 
facta  as  diey  have  actually  occurrtdi  t^ 
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to  ttsare  Ihe  Hoom  thtt  thii  Veto  was  not 
proposed  eithiHrby  mvselft  or  by  tbote 
with  whom  I  bad  the  honour  to  act.  On 
the  contrary,  Sir,  I  can  ?entore  to  state, 
that  it  was  formally  and  explicitly  pro* 
poied  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  by  the 
Roman  Catholics  themselves.  I  can  also 
state^  with'  the  same  confidence,  that  no 
idea  was  ever  entertained  of  acquiring  pa- 
tronage in  the  Catholic  church,  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  in  consequence  of 
the  Veto,  which  was  not,  as  I  have  observ- 
ed, the  favourite  measure  of  my  colleagues 
or  myself,  but  which,  in  truth,  was  first 
held  out  as  the  result  of  the  best  wishes 
end  mature  deliberations  of  the  Catholics 
themselves.  I  will  be  still  more  explicit 
on  this  head ;  and  I  can  add,  that  such 
was  their  liberality  on  the  occasion,  that 
they  ran  before  the  wishes,  and  outstripped 
the  desires  of  the  government  itself.  I  am 
therefore,  authorised  in  laying  down  thir 
plain  and  undeniable  principle,  that  the  Ro* 
man  Catholics,  in  tht;ir  avowed  character  as 
honest  men,  have  no  right  to  attribute  to 
the  government  any  idea  of  acquiring  patro- 
nage in  the  Catholic  church  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Veto ;  and  that  the  Veto  was  in 
reality  not  suggested  by  the  government, 
but  was  proposed  to  the  consideration, 
and  recommended  to  the  adoption,  of  mi- 
nisters by  themselves.  This  principle  did 
not  go  by  any  means,  or  by  any  possible 
operation,  to  sever  the  Pope  from  the  Ca- 
tholic church.  It  was  proposed  to  learn 
from  their  own  statements  and  opinions, 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  individuals 
whom  they  were  desirous  of  placing  in 
the  situations  which  they  wished  to  have 
properly  filled ;  the  proposition  came  with 
the  more  earnestness,  from  the  certain  con- 
viction that  it  was  calculated  to  prevent  the 
revival  of  jealousies,  and  the  diffusion  of 
inimosities  and  bickerings,  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  commu- 
aity  at  large. 

In  expressing  my  wish  to  go  into  the 
committee,  I  do  it  the  more  sincerely,  be- 
cause I  am  convinced  it  is  the  best  and 
ihe  only  way  of  meeting  the  wishes  of 
Lhose  who  are  friendly  to  the  Catholics, 
snd  of  encountering  and  satisfying  the  ob- 
ections  of  those  who  are  inimical  to  their 
:l(iims.  I  concur  in  resting  this  right 
jpon  the  same  principle  which  I  laid 
Jown  and  supported  last  year.  The  right 
ion.  gentleman  who  brought  forward  this 
question, — ^in  a  way  certainly  which  does 
lonour  to  his  candour  and  abilities,  no 
ess  than  to  the  cau^e  which  he  advocates, 
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— telb  vs,  that  he  mesrns  to  propose  in  tha 
committee  a  general  Resolution,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  Bill  which  he  intends  to 
propose  ;  and  he  assures  us,  that  the  Bill 
will  be  in  strict  conformity  to  the  Resolu- 
tion. This  line  of  conduct  I  think  per- 
fectljT  fair,  for  the  Bill  must  of  course  be 
submitted  to  the  committee,  and  after 
having  undergone  the  examination  which 
it  may  be  found  to  require,  it  will  be  then 
for  the  House  to  determine,  whether  the 
Bill  be  fit  and  proper  to  be  entertained. 
So  far  I  readily  coincide  with  the  views  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  ;  yet  I  must  say, 
with  all  the  candour  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  expect  from  me, 
that  the  proposed  Bill  is  one,  if  I  under- 
stand it  as  I  should,  designed  to  repeal  all 
former  acts  against  the  Catholics,  with  the 
simple  but  full  recognition  of  the  esta- 
blished church.  If  this  be  all  the  provision 
to  be  made,— if  this  be  all  the  safeguard  to 
be  set  up  for  the  establishment  in  church 
and  state,  as  it  actually  exists, — I  must.  Sir, 
now  declare,  that  this  Bill  shall  have  my 
decided  and  unqualified  opposition  ;  for, 
anxious  as  I  am  to  obtain  the  best  possible 
security  for  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
stitution in  church  and  state,  I  am  bound 
to  maintain,  that  such  a  Bill  cannot  im* 
part  any  security  proportionate  to  the  ap- 
prehensions which  a  measure  so  very 
general  and  undefined  must  excite.  Let 
me  rather  speak  out  plainly,  and  say,  that 
such  a  Bill  would  call  in  question  the  very 
security  of  the  constitution,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent established  in  church  and  state.  I 
cannot.  Sir,  consent  to  a  sweeping  Bill  of 
Repeal,  without  the  adjustment  of  precis* 
points, — without  the  settlement  of  dis- 
puted claims,— without  the  sanction  of 
those  safeguards  to  which  we  are  bound 
finally  to  look,  leaving  us,  should  we  be 
so  absurd  and  preposterous  as  to  adopt  it, 
in  danger,— if  not  of  sodden  ruin,  at  least 
exposed  to  certain  and  ultimate  destruc- 
tion. It  is,  therefore,  my  fixed  opinion, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ought  to 
give  to  the  House  the  whole  of  the  system 
upon  which  he  means  to  proceed  ;  and  to 
state  in  specific  terms  the  means  by  which 
he  hopes  to  be  enabled  to  carry  it  on* 
I  think  most  seriously,  that  great  danger  is 
likely  to  arise  to  the  country,  from  the 
exclusion  in  which  the  Catholics  are  com- 
pelled to  live  out  of  the  constitution,  and 
from  their  consequent  connection  with, 
and  dependence  upon  a  foreign  power; 
yet  the  difficulties  that  are  to  be  overcome 
in  obviating  the  danger  are,  no  doubt, 
(3U) 
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ence  of  the.coart  of  Romej  with  regard  ta 
its  political  opinions*  and  the  dissemina* 
tion  of  them  in  a  country  which  does  not 
entertain  religious  doctrines  of  a  similar 
nature.  This  safeguard,  although  required 
by  the  establishments  of  Catholic  countries 
tbemseWes*  is  still  more  decidedly  called 
for  and  enforced  by  the  peculiar  situation 
of  the  Pope«  who,  being  detained  by  our 
most  inveterate  enemy«  may  be  compelled 
to  become  the  instrument  of  his  perndious 
and  ambitious  views.  I  should  not*  in  my 
allusion  to  the  influence  of  the  papal  au« 
thority*  forget  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  uses  and  employments  to 
which  the  dilTerent  orders  of  Monks  and 
Friars  dependent  upon  the  will  of  their  dif* 
ferent  principals,  may  be  perverted  for  the 
attainment  of  political  ends,  in  consequence 
of,  the  commands  of  these  principalsj  to 
whom  their  respective  orders  and  instita* 
tions  have  sworn  submission  and  obedience. 
Why,  let  me  ask,  are  the  communication* 
from  the  see  of  Rome,  or  from  the  princi- 
pals of  these  religious  orders,  to  be  made 
matters  of  secrecy  ?  What  necessity  caa 
there  be  for  concealment  ?  Certainly  none^ 
bat  in  the  single  point  of  confession*  I 
am.  Sir,  now  speaking  with  respect  to  facts 
which  cannot  be  contradicted,  and  with 
the  truth  of  which  every  Catholic  is  ao» 
quainted.  Where  concealment  is  neces* 
sary,  I  can  have  no  objection  to  conceal* 
ment  in  matters  of  pure  religion  and  coh* 
scientious  feeling;  but  in  those  commoa 
acts  of  public  intercourse,  secrecy  and  con* 
cealment  are  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
must  necessarily  become  the  subject  of 
distrust  and  well-founded  suspicion. 

Having,  Sir,  noticed  the  nature  of  the 
security  to  which  I  naturally  look  in 
the  course  of  the  proceedings  which 
may  be  adopted  in  the  Committee,  I  next 
direct  my  attention  to  the  Veto,  which  hat 
so  frequently  become  the  subject  of  .dia* 
cussion,  both  in  and  out  of  doors.  Afler 
all  the  care  I  have  bestowed  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  this  point,  I  must  confess  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  find  how  the  Catholics  caa 
find  it  inconsistent,  as  it  has  in  certaia 
cases  been  maintained,  with  the  best  spirit 
of  their  religion,  and  with  the  justice  of 
their  claims.  I  have  been  lately  led  to  be* 
lieve,  and  I  am  now  confirmed  m  the  opi* 
nion,  that  this  Veto  afibrdi,  not  only  no 
satisfaction  to  the  Catholicfl,  but  that  it  ia 


own  feelings  and  conviction,  were  I,  on 
the  present  occasion,  interesting  as  it  is, 
both  from  the  vast  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  circumstances  under  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  discuss  it,  to  omit 
stating  the  opinions  of  that  great  states- 
man; I  must,  therefore,  with  the  most 
perfect  candour,  declare,  that  with  all  the 
means  which!  possessed  in  the  full  confi- 
dence of  friendship  with  Mr.  Pitt,  I  had 
no  reason  whatever  to  suppose,  that  he  did 
not  ihink  the  enquiry  as  proposed  to  be 
now  instituted  into  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  the  adoption  of  measures  of 
concession  proportionate  to  the  justice  of 
those  claims,  were  not  only  expedient, 
wise,  and  salutary,  but  fundamentally  ne- 
cessary. I  am,  at  the  same  time,  bound  to 
observe,  that  he  thought  the  principal 
objectiona  arising  to  these  concessions, 
sprang  out  of  the  violent  and  inconsiderate 
▼iews  entertained  and  expressed  by  the 
Roman  Catholics  themselves.  But  al- 
though these  were  his  sentiments,  and  to 
his  expression  of  them,  I  am  at  this  mo- 
ment enabled  to  bear  the  most  unequivocal 
testimony,  I  can  safely  add,  that  during 
the  whole  of  my  friendly  and  political  in- 
tercourse with  him,  I  never  could  at  any 
one  period  discover,  that  the  determina- 
tion of  his  mind  was  changed  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  concessions  to  the  Romad 
Catholics,  either  in  the  justice  or  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure.  I  have.  Sir, 
taken  the  liberty  to  be  thus  explicit,  be- 
cause my  confidence  and  conviction  are 
atrengthened,  not  only  by  the  means  I 
possessed  of  knowing  bis  mind  and  feel- 
ings, but  because  my  recollection  of  his 
opinions  is  unimpaired. 

During^ the  present  as  on  all  former  dis- 
cussions, the  word  '  security'  has  been 
used,  and  used  certainly,  I  admit,  with 
great  propriety  as  far  as  the  true  sense  of 
the  word  respects  our  establishment  in 
Church  and  State.  If  I  understand  the 
meaning  of  the.  expression,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  call '  security'  the  adoption  of 
some  tyatem,  whatever  that  system  may 
be,  which,  prevailing  as  it  does  in  every 
Catholic  country,  ought  not  to  be  denieo 
to  a  country,  Protestant  in  the  establish- 
ment of  its  civil  and  political  rights,— Pro- 
testant in  their  progressive  state,«-*and 
Protestant  in  their  present  permanence 
end  ultimate  prosperity.  There  is  one 
broad  principle  which  I  can  never  be 
indocea  to  abandony— »I  mean  the  guards 
and  provisions  necesMury  to  be  adopted,  in 
cuder  to  in«ei  and  coentcract  Iho  iatarfer* 


even  condemned  as  a|pBasure  which  we 
have  no  right  to  reqvm.  But,  Sir,  be 
Uiis  u  it  may*  it  becomes  my  duty  testate 
facts  as  they  hare  actually  occurred,  and 
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to  anore  the  House  that  this  Veto  was  not 
proposed  eithifrby  myself,  or  by  those 
with  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  act.  On 
the  contrary.  Sir,  I  can  venture  to  state, 
that  it  was  formalty  and  explicitly  pro- 
posed to  his  Majesty's  ministers  by  the 
Roman  Catholics  themselves.  I  can  also 
atate,  with'  the  same  confidence,  that  no 
idea  was  ever  entertained  of  acquiring  pa- 
tronage in  the  Catholic  church,  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  in  consequence  of 
the  Veio,  which  was  not,  as  I  have  observ- 
ed, the  favourite  measure  of  my  colleagues 
or  myself,  but  which,  in  truth,  was  first 
held  out  as  the  result  of  the  best  wishes 
and  mature  deliberations  of  the  Catholics 
themselves.  I  will  be  still  more  explicit 
on  this  head  ;  and  1  can  add,  that  such 
was  their  liberality  on  the  occasion,  that 
they  ran  before  the  wishes,  and  outstripped 
the  desires  of  the  government  itself.  I  am 
therefore,  authorised  in  laying  down  thir 
plain  and  undeniable  principle,  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  in  their  avowed  character  as 
honest  men,  have  no  right  to  attribute  to 
the  government  any  idea  of  acquiring  patro- 
nage in  the  Catholic  church  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Veto ;  and  that  the  Veto  was  in 
reality  not  suggested  by  the  government, 
but  was  proposed  to  the  consideration, 
and  recommended  to  the  adoption,  of  mi- 
nisters by  themselves.  This  principle  did 
not  go  by  any  means,  or  by  any  possible 
operation,  to  sever  the  Pope  from  the  Ca- 
tholic church.  It  was  proposed  to  learn 
from  their  own  statements  and  opinions, 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  individuals 
whom  they  were  desirous  of  placing  in 
the  situations  which  they  wished  to  have 
properly  filled ;  the  proposition  came  with 
the  more  earnestness,  from  the  certain  con- 
viction that  it  was  calculated  to  prevent  the 
revival  of  jealoosies,  and  the  difibsion  of 
mntmosities  and  bickerings,  prejudicial  to 
the  ioteresu  and  happiness  of  the  commu- 
nity at  Urge. 

Id  expressing  my  wish  to  go  into  the 
committee,  I  do  it  the  more  sincerely,  be- 
cause I  am  convinced  it  is  the  best  and 
the  only  way  of  meeting  the  wishes  of 
those  who  are  friendly  to  the  Catholics, 
and  of  encountering  and  satisfying  the  ob- 
jections of  those  who  are  inimical  to  their 
claims.  I  concur  in  resting  this  right 
upon  the  same  principle  which  I  laid 
down  and  supported  last  year.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  who  brought  forward  this 
qaestioD, — in  a  way  certainly  which  does 
honour  to  his  candour  and  abilities,  no 
less  than  to  the  cauiie  which  he  advocates, 
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-^tellsns,  that  he  means  to  propose  in  the 
committee  a  general  Resolution,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  Bill  which  he  intends  to 
propose;  and  he  assures  os,  that  the  Bill 
will  be  in  strict  conformity  to  the  Resolu- 
tion. This  line  of  conduct  I  think  per- 
fectly fair,  for  the  Bill  must  of  course  be 
submitted  to  the  committee,  and  after 
having  undergone  the  examination  which 
it  may  be  found  to  require,  it  will  be  then 
for  the  House  to  determine,  whether  the 
Bill  be  fit  and  proper  to  be  entertained. 
So  far  I  readily  coincide  with  the  views  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  ;  yet  I  must  say, 
with  all  the  candour  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  expect  from  me, 
that  the  proposed  Bill  is  one,  if  I  under- 
stand it  as  I  should,  designed  to  repeal  all- 
former  acts  against  the  Catholics,  with  the 
simple  but  full  recognition  of  the  esta- 
blished church.  If  this  be  all  the  provision 
to  be  made,—if  this  be  all  the  safeguard  to 
be  set  up  for  the  establishment  in  church 
and  state,  as  it  actually  exists, — I  most.  Sir, 
now  declare,  that  this  Bill  shall  have  my 
decided  and  unquslified  opposition ;  for, 
anxious  as  I  am  to  obtain  the  best  possible 
security  for  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
stitution in  church  and  state,  I  am  bound 
to  maintain,  that  such  a  Bill  cannot  im* 
part  any  security  proportionate  to  the  ap- 
prehensions which  a  measure  so  very 
general  and  undefined  must  excite.  Let 
me  rather  speak  out  plainly,  and  say,  that 
such  a  Bill  would  call  in  question  the  very 
security  of  the  constitution,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent established  in  church  and  state.  I 
cannot.  Sir,  consent  to  a  sweeping  Bill  of 
Repeal,  without  the  adjustment  ef  preciso 
points, — without  the  settlement  of  dis- 
puted claims,^— without  the  sanction  of 
those  safeguards  to  which  we  are  bound 
finally  to  look,  leaving  us,  should  we  bo 
so  absurd  and  preposterous  as  to  adopt  it, 
in  danger,— if  not  of  sudden  ruin,  at  least 
exposed  to  certain  and  ultimate  destruc- 
tion. It  is,  therefore,  my  fixed  opinion, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ought  to 
give  to  the  House  the  whole  of  the  system 
upon  which  he  means  to  proceed  ;  and  to 
state  in  specific  terms  the  means  by  which 
he  hopes  to  be  enabled  to  carry  it  on* 
I  think  most  seriously,  that  great  danger  ia 
likely  to  arise  to  the  country,  from  the 
exclusion  in  which  the  Catholics  are  com- 
pelled to  live  out  of  the  constitution,  and 
from  their  consequent  connection  with, 
and  dependence  upon  a  foreign  power; 
yet  the  difficulties  that  are  to  be  overcome 
in  obviating  the  danger  are,  no  doubt, 
(3U) 
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zrameroiis  btmI  consklemble.  1  «crliMy  f 
would  not  propoM  thit  thia  Ho^m,  m  Ic- 
gislating  for  tfai  €a(lioHc«  •f  ireljuicl, 
rfiouM  fo  so  far  as  tfO  proceed  by  way  of 
premoiiire  against  their  intercourse  with  a 
foreign  power;  but  I  wouU  have  recoone 
to  every  justifiable  mode  to  render  that 
intercourse,  since  it  is  thooght  indispensa- 
bly requisite,  congenial  to  the  spirit  and 
practice  of  the  constitution.  The  right 
lion,  and  learned  genileman  (Mr.  Plunket) 
would  agree  to  some  ten^orary  and  coo- 
tingent  provisions  and  conditions  suitable 
to  the  acceptance  and  confiarmity  of  the 
Catholics.  Surely,  Sir,  so  i^^e, — ^so  itt» 
definite  a  system,  could  not  be  attended 
with  any  resalts  satisfactory  either  to  the 
cJaiois  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  or  to  the 
▼tews  of  the  Protestants  iQoat  favoorable 
to  those  claioie.  What  could  be  the  se- 
curity they  would  hold  oat?  What 
ground  could  the  claimants  have  for  their 
permanence  ?  They  might  remain  alto- 
gether, if  unaccepted,  a  dead  letter;  and 
if  accepted,  they  mnght  be  vepealed  by  any 
new  parliament,  l^on  due  comideration 
of  the  whole  of  this  important  question, 
I  am  conrinced,  that  the  proposition  under 
just  reguWtioDS  may,  so  for  from  boang 
dangerous  to  the  church  and  state,  giro 
great  additional  security  to  the  coastitotion, 
.and  impart  new  strength  to  the  British 
empire.  Under  this  impression,  I  shall 
give  my  vote  for  going  into  the  committee : 
yet  I  most  say,  Uiat  parliament  will,  not- 
wilhslandiag,  be  unprepared  immediately 
to  proceed  to  the  final  adjustment  of  all 
the  neceasary  regulations  and  guards  for 
Ike  preservation  of  our  happy  estabUsh- 
iiient,  whether  civilly  or  religiously  consi* 
dered.  There  miquestionably  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  at  the  present  moment,  an 
ahnost  insurmountable  obstacle,  in  the 
state  to  which  the  Pope  is  redooed,  and  in 
the  thraldom  to  which  he  is  degraded  by 
'^  jMffidious  and  inveterate  enemy ;  yet  I 
Will  not  prasume  to  mamtaia,  that  this 
ebstacle,  great  as  it  is,  may  not  be  oVer- 
aome  by  precautions  and  provisions,  which 
it  will  beoome  the  duty  of  the  commitlee 
and  the  House  to  ascertain  and  to  adopt.' 
I  cannot  but  considibr  it  pradent  and  wise 
M  the  House  to  take  the  whole  of  the  case 
vnder  their  gHive  consideration;  their 
inlerference  must  be  feltwkh  gratitude, 
ind  the  comequences  may  be  productive 
of  the  oMMt  salutary  beoeits  not  to  the 
Catholics  only,  but  to  the  general  interests 
^  the  empire.  Upon  these  principles  I 
1^1  it  my  duty  to  go  into  the,  committee. 
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where  aH  the  doubts  and  diftoaliiea  odb^ 
neeted  with  the  subject  may  be  fairly  met 
and  discussed,  and  where  imnestigation  wtll» 
in  all  probability,  produce  results  equally 
calculated  to  give  satisfactieti  ta  the  Csk 
tholics,  and  security  to  the  cesMtiettion  ni 
church  and  state. 

Mr.  Rase  assured  the  House,  that  if  h^ 
were  convinced  any  real  benefits  were 
likely  to  arise  from  going  into  the  pro- 
posed committee,  no  man  could  be  mora 
disposed  to  assent  to  that  measure  than 
himself.  He  fell  it  due,  however,  to  his  owa 
feelings  and  conviction,  to  observe,  as  the 
noble  lord  bad  mentioned  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  having  undergone  no  changa 
of  mind  with  respect  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  that  if  the  noble  lord 
meant  to  say,  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opiniou 
relief  should  be  extended  to  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  he  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  ; 
but  if  the  noblelord  meant  to  say  that  Mr« 
Pitt's  mind  had'  undergone  no  change 
whatever  on  the  subject,  he  should  beg 
leave  to  differ  totally  with  the  nobla 
lord;  for- be  was  convinced  that  if  Mr. 
Pitt  were  at  that  moment  in  the  House,  h% 
would  vote  against  the  motion. 

laord  Cattkreagh  contended,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  had  been  uniformly  consistent  in  sup- 
porting the  expediency  of  the  Catholio 
olanns;  and  in  advocating  that  sentiment^ 
exclusively  of  his  own  individul  experiencw 
of  that  great  statesman's  opiuions,  he  beg* 
ged  leave  to  appeal  to  the  causes  whick 
bad  inAuenoea  his  going  out  of  office. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  line  of  con* 
duct  which  Mr.  Pitt  might  adopt,  were  h^ 
then  present,  be  would  leave  it  to  the  Housa 
to  decide,  whether  either  the  right  hon« 
gaatleman  or  himself,  could  be  jastified  ia 
delivering  a  decided  opmion. 

Mr.  ManMTi  Sutton  rose  and  said  : 

Sir ;  anticipating  that  I  shall  pR^ 
bably  vote  in  a  minority,  on  this  occasion* 
I  am  anxious,  as  briefly  as  passible,  to 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  I  shall  gm 
my  vote :  it  may  be  owing  to  my  igoo* 
ranee  of  the  forms  of  the  Houee»  bat 
really.  Sir,  I  do  thinh,  in  consequence  af 
the  concluding  part  of  the  noble  lord't 
speechi  many  members  are  placed  in  aft 
aukward  predicameut.  Is  the  going  into 
the  committee  a  mere  matter  of  form  ?  la 
it  intended,  in  that  caoraiittee,  substan* 
tially»and,  one  by  one,  to  consider  the 
details  of  this  ffreat  measure;  a  measure 
dependiog  ia  lU  policy#  io  ita  salet^i  in, 


fOIQ 


«ife 6Mte»  ifOm  Bmm  CkiieSes. 


flkfteaS,  ISIS. 


[1000 


ill  pnieitCftiMUty,  tTOtvedly  oa  deltito^ 
If  this  coaimittee  k  to  be  oMfemMtcff  of 
foraik  or  ratker  to  be  coBsideBed  a  necea* 
my  9tAP  prelifBioafy  to  enlMtaiaiog  any 
Wlfon  Uke.  aubject  of  so  imf^tant  a»oon«« 
atitsliottal  diaiige^  I  aaa  aa  lender  aeo* 
prised  thai  (liote  wlio  argue  for  fail  aad 
naqoalified  coaeessioa^  withovt  any  re« 
aerfe  at  restrktioa  whatever,  shooU  now 
TOte  for  the  firal  formal  pceliiaiiiary. 
They  wiH  do  right,  andmctoaaaisteBt^y, 
Bttt  I  an  certaia  that  m^ny,  who  have  de« 
liFored  their  aaQtimoots,  in  the  coune.  of 
thia  debate,  on  botb  aidct»  have  beeo 
eqoaJly  naappriMd  witb  MyteU^  of  the 
precise  nature  of  tUa  conunittee  ;  for  to 
these  who  argaed  whal  were  considered  as 
n>iaor  matleca  oC  detail,  it  was  constantly 
answertd,  *  All  this  is  fit  sobject  for  the 
committee ;'  and,  indeed,  many  who  ex- 
pressed their  intention  to  Tsse  for  this 
<:oQiBiitteev  distinctly  alaftad  their  gronnds 
for  anch  v>ote  to  be  these,  that  fuU  oppor- 
ianity  would  be  given,  in  the  committee, 
for  the  most  ample  dtscossloa»  This  ex- 
pectation, however,,  it  now  secaaa,  will  be 
disappointed,  and  the  discussion  is  te  be 
reaerved  for  tbe  Bill  itaelf. 

Now,  to  those  who  agree  with,  me,  that 
great  difficoUies  are  involved  in  the  con- 
ssderatton  of  this  Question ;  but  who^  see- 
ing  these  difficulties,  nMch  ia  the  same 
light  with  myself,  BtiU  see  their  way  out 
of  themr-«>to  such  persons  I  wish  partieu- 
larly  to  address  myself«  I  object  to  this 
first  stop,  because  I  antieipato  no  result 
bnt  mischief,  confusiee^  and  dangerous 
irritation.  For  what  has  the  House  come 
to  after  three  nights'  serious  debato )  No- 
thing, as  I  coneeiTe,  bnt  an  acknowledge 
ment,  that  the  difficulties,  open  investiga- 
tion, are  increased  instead  of  diminished. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  opened 
the  debate,  has  nos  very  explicitly  de- 
scribed his  plsii.  He  stated  that  the  dis* 
abilities  of  the  Roman  Catholica  ought  te 
be  done  away,  but,  at  tbe  same  time,  that 
care  nrast  be  taken  to  preserve  iovioiato 
ear  present  establishments.  How  this  waa 
to  be  done,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did 
Q0t  explain.  Then  followed  a  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  to  whose  speech 
so  moch  reference  has  been  justly  made, 
for  its  candour,  moderation,  manlinesa, 
and  eloquence ;  and  he,  conceiving  that 
the  mover's  views  had  net  been  clearly 
understood,  slatod,  ibst  tbe  safeguards,  in 
bhceotompletion^wereDeeMstic  Nomina- 
tion, saleriea  to  the  clergy,  and  seeae  ar- 
qa^;eiMnta  about  edmratinn  Hedisthictly 
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ehjeetod  to  the  Vete^  aa  baeing  been  al- 
ready rejected^  and  not  worth  contending 
for.  This  ea^led  up  an  hen.  barenet» 
whose  indestry,  informaiseisv  and  zeal,  in 
fovouc  of  those  chems,  entitlie  him  te  tbe 
warmest  thanks  o£  tbe  Roman  CafehoKes^ 
and  to  every  attention  from  this  House; 
and  he  stated,  that  Bommtic  Nomination 
cook!  net  be  listened  to ;  the  Veto  most 
be  adopted,  andreven  that  would  be  ineffi- 
cient, wishant  other  aaxiliary  reswietions. 
And  lastly,  the  House  waa  addfessed  by 
many  honourable  members,  who  not  feel- 
ing assured  that  any  of  the  plans  pre- 
Csed  wenhi  answer  the  purpose,  and 
ring  none  to  propose  themselves,  still 
votod  for  tbe  committee,  under  confident 
hopes  thai  soom  new  lights  wonM  be 
struck  out  in  the  commitleey  though  the 
committee,  now  proposed,  and  far  which 
they  stated  their  intention  to  vote,  did  not 
afford  any  reasoeablo  expectetion  of  rea« 
lizing  those  hopes. 

Now,  I  ana  certain  the  House  wHI  go 
along  with  me  in  considering  these  seen* 
rities,  restrictions,  and  safeguards,  as  sub* 
atantial  ingredienss  in  the  measure  pro* 
posed.  It  would  be  a  monstrous  decep* 
tion  to  consider  them  as  mere  mattor  of  de- 
tail in  the  framing  and  embodying  the  mea-i 
sure  ;  they  form  a  main  part  of  its  essence, 
and  therefore  to  say,  that  the  House> 
being  only  called  upon  te  recogniae  the 
principle,  it  is  ifot  necessary  to  explain  in 
detail  the  securities,  is,  in  my  judgmem,  n 
perfect  faUacy*  The  principal  point  of 
restriction,  alluded  to  in  the  debato,  baa 
been  with  reference  to  foreign  influence, 
and  the  discussbn,  on  that  single  point, 
affi^rds  sufficient  gronnds  to  call  for  e  re- 
sistance te  the  motion.  It  has  been  as^ 
sorted,  that  the  Veto  is  not  worth  con- 
tending for ;  that  Domestic  Neminattois 
will  do  aa  weU.  I  admit  the  Veto  is  net 
worth  contending  for :  bul  at  the  same 
tame,  think  it  important  to  remark,  that 
the  Veto  has  been  re{ectod^  net  hecsuse  it 
was  obnoxiens  to  the  feelings  of  the  Re- 
man Catheiics,  but  becaose  they  eonsider- 
ed  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  teneU 
of  their  religion,  in  the  hght  in  which 
they  viewed  tbe  proposition  at  tbe  time 
it  was  made,  to  adasil  of  such  a  retirie- 
tion  on  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  tbetr 
charch;  and  how,  theiefore,  can  any  hope 
or  expectetion  be  enierteiiied  thatDomee- 
tic  Nomination,  which  involves  the  saoM 
question,  of  the  spiritual  supremacy,  tbe 
only  other  avoMcd  expedient,  can  possibly 
be  acquiesced  in:   and  here  i#.  the  iaa* 


1031]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,       Mr.  OnOUufi  Motion  far  a  Cdmmiiiee       [lOSf 


portance  of  the  present  tone  and  temper 
of  the  Roman  CathoHcsy  and  also  of  the 
present  captivity^  of  the  Pope;  because  it 
1ft  moat  essential,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  restriction  on  this  foreign  influence 
can  be  chalked  out.  both  efficient  for  the 
security  of  the  Protestant  establishments, 
and  admissible  by  the  Roman  Catholicsi 
that  a  communication  should  be  had  with 
the  head  of  their  church,  with  that  autho^ 
rity,  which  would  now  be  acknowledged 
as  Ailly  free,  and  undoubted,  and  which 
would,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  consider- 
ed as  indisputable  and  unimpeachable: 
and  I  will  ask,  can  such  a  communication 
be  now  cpnsidered  as  practicable  ?  No- 
body has  ventured  to  affirm  it,  and  few,  I 
am  persuaded,  will  think  that,  without 
such  a  communication,  these  claims  can 
be  conceded. 

Having  thus  stated  myself  dissatisfied 
with  the  heads  of  the  plans  that  have 
been  suggested;  having  it  admitted  to 
me,  by  a  great  majority  of  the  House, 
that  safeguards  are  necessary;  having 
none  to  propose  myself,  I  cannot  agree 
with  those  members,  who,  being  much  in 
the  same  state  of  darkness  with  myself, 
both  as  to  the  propriety  of  what  has  been 
proposed,  and  the  practicability  of  putting 
it  into  execution,  are  nevertheless  inclined, 
at  once,  to  vote  for  this  committee,  and 
trust  to  future  discussions  for  the  essential 
details  of  this  measure.  No  man,  in  my 
opinion,  is  justified  in  taking  this  step, 
without  an  entire  conviction  that  the  mea- 
sure can  now  be  perfected  ;  hopes  and 
expectations  that  it  may  be  matured  are 
not  sufficient,  for  I  am  certain  that,  if  the 
House  adopt  the  present  motion,  and 
afterwards  rail  in  accomplishing  the  whole 
measure,  great  mischief  will  ensue.  This 
atep  will  have  excited  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions in  the  Roman  Catholic  mind,  which 
cannot  be  satisfied,  and  apprehensions  and 
irritation  in  the  Protestant  mind,  which 
icannot  easily  be  allayed.  For  these  rea- 
sons, without  entering  more  into  detail,  I 
shall  give  my  vote  against  the  motion. 
Indeed  I  feel  that  I  am  strongly  confirmed 
in  some  of  my  positions  b  v  the  noble  lord, 
though  I  have  the  misfortune  to  difler 
from  him,  in  the  conclusion  to  which  he 
came. 

The  noble  lord  has  stated,  that  the  pre- 
sent tone  and  temper  of  the  Catholics  are 
important  circumstances,  though  he  con- 
siders them  rather  as  a  bar  to  the  imme- 
diate completion  of  this  measure  than  the 
entering  upon  it.     So  also  the  right  bon. 


gentleman,  last  year,  in  proposing  his  Re* 
solution,  thought  the  feelings  of  the  pub* 
lie,  whether  Protestant  or  Roman  Catho- 
lic, a  circumstance  of  essential  import- 
ance; for  the  Resolution  was,  that  this 
measnre  might  be  effected,  to  tho  tatis- 
faction  of  alfclasses  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. Now,  I  think,  the  feelings  of  one 
class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  the  Pro- 
testants, both  of  England  and  Ireland,  are 
pretty  clearly  shewn,  by  the  Petitions  on 
the  table ;  and  here  I  beg  to  express  my 
regret,  that,  for  the  first  time,  those  Peti- 
tions have  been  subjected  to  a  scrutiny 
and  sarcasm,  unprecedented  in  this  House. 
I  have  been  astonished  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  mover  deal  so  harshly  with  the  Anti- 
Catholic  Petitions  from  Ireland,  and  that 
those  criticisms  occupied  the  larger  part 
of  his  speech. 

The  right  bon.  mover  began  with  an- 
nouncing his  intention,  more  particularly, 
to  address  himself  to  an  examination  of 
those  Petitions,  as  if  the  measure  itself 
had  been  so  clear  and  plain,  that  there 
were  no  difficulties  nor  impediments,  but 
such  as  were  to  be  found  on  the  face  of 
the  Petitions,  to  which  he  referred  :  and 
he  proceeded  to  state,  that  he  strongly 
protested  against  the  high  sheriffs  of  coun- 
ties in  Ireland,  lending  themselves  to  any 
requisition  for  the  convening  of  the  Pro- 
testant inhabitants  of  the  difii»rent  coun- 
ties, to  petition  the  parliament  against 
their  Catholic  brethren.  He  seemed  to 
think  the  meetings  ought  to  have  been 
general  to  the  whole  county. 

I  beg  to  ask  how  it  wonid  have  been 
possible  for  the  Protestants,  in  Ireland,  to 
have  expressed  their  opinions  or  appre- 
hensions to  parliament,  on  this  sofij^ ct,  in 
any  other  way.  For,  if  the  meetings  bad 
been  general,  could  there  have  been  any 
doubt,  considering  that  the  Roman  Carbo- 
lics are  said  to  be  in  the  proportion  of 
three  to  one  to  the  Protestanu,  that  those 
petitions,  whether  in  favour  of,  or  in  op* 
position  to,  the  Roman  Catholic  claims, 
roust  necessarily  have  been  the  Petitions 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  not  of  the 
ProtesUnU, — ^the  majority  of  the  meeting 
must  have  decided  its  resolutionS|  and  that 
majority  most  have  been  Roman  Catho* 
lies,— therefore,  if  the  Protestanu  were  to 
be  permitted,  at  all,  to  express  their  opi- 
nions, by  petition,  it  could  only  have  been 
eflPected  in  the  way  it  was.  But,  with  re- 
spect to  the  subject  of  the  Petitions,  n  i^ 
fair  that  the  Protestanu  should  bate  been 
placed  in  this  dilemma  ?  If  they  do  ooi 
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petition,  ts  was  the  case  last  year,  it  is 
conclnded  they  are  favourable  to  the 
claims — and  if,  to  avoid  any  such  mistaken 
conclusion,  they  feel  themselves  actually 
goaded  into  petitioning,  in  order  that  their 
real  opinions  may  not  be  misunderstood 
and  misrepresented,  then  they  are  reflect* 
ed  npon  as  petitioning  the  parliament 
against  the  liberties  of  their  Roman  Ca> 
tholic  brethren. 

With  respect  to  the  other  petitions 
against  these  claims,  1  again  repeat  that  I 
think  they  have  been  held  up  to  a  nicety 
of  criticism  perfectly  unusual ;  very  ill 
soited  to  a  fair,  temperate,  and  impartial 
discussion  of  the  subject,  and  not  very 
well  calculated  to  promote  that  general 
satisfaction,  without  which  the  resolution 
of  last  year  admits  that  the  attainment  of 
the  object,  now  in  view,  is  impracticable. 
There  have  been,  however,  other  observa- 
tions, with  respect  to  a  certain  description 
of  petitioners,  which  I  cannot  suffer  to 
pass .  unnoticed,— I  mean  the  reflections 
which  have  been  cast,  most  unjustly,  and, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  with  as  little  liberality 
as  justice,  on  the  clergy  who  have  peti- 
tioned. 

A  noble  lord,  on  a  former  evening,  to 
my  astonishment,  asserted  that  it  was  in- 
decent in  the  clergy  to  petition  parlia- 
ment on  a  purely  political  question.  1 
deny  both  the  position  itself,  and  its  ap- 
plicability to  the  subject  now  before  the 
Hoase.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever 
heard,,  and  I  will  not  readily  believe  it, 
that,  even  if  this  question  was  simply  po- 
litical, the  clergy  is  the  only  descriptinn 
of  British  subjects^  who  are  to  be  consi- 
dered as  divested  of,  what  has,  so  often 
and  so  justly  been  styled,  the  birthright 
of  Englishmen.  But  is  this  a  purely  po- 
litical question  ?  Has  it  no  religious  con- 
sideration involved  in  it  ?  What  are  the 
restrictions  and  safeguards  for }  Why,  it 
has  been  admitted,  by  all  who  have  press- 
ed the  necessity  of  them,  that  they  are 
mainly  for  th«  security  of  the  Protestant 
establishment.  I  will  leave,  therefore, 
the  noble  lord  to  settle  this  point  with  the 
promoters  and  framers  of  the  intended 
measure,  with  this  one  farther  observation, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  clergy  are  so 
far  from  stepping  out  of  their  line  by  ex- 
pressing their  views,  in  the  way  of  peti- 
tion, that  I  should  have  considered  them 
most  remiss,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  if  they  had  omitted  gravely  to  con- 
sider»  and  nrmly  to  declare,  their  senti- 
ments, opon  the  effects,  which  these  con- 
cessions  might  produce 


An  hon.  baronet,  who  spoke  early  in 
the  debate,  did  not  confine  himself  to  re- 
flections on  the  clergy  in  general,  as  far 
a^  they  appeared  in  petitions ;  but  con- 
ceived himself  justified  in  animadverting, 
with  great  severity,  on  a  publication  from 
a  right  reverend'  prelate.  The  hon.  ba- 
ronet charged  that  right  reverend  prelate 
with  having  accused  all  the  advocates  of 
these  claims  of  "  artful  misrepresentation, 
specious  liberality,  or  infidel  indifference/^ 
I  have  read  this  production,  which  I  doubt 
whether  the  hon.  baronet  had,  at  the  time 
he  hazarded  such  a  charge  ;  for  I  undertake 
to  state,  that  no  such  construction  belongs* 
to  the  passage.  His  friend,  the  right  reve« 
rend  prelate  argues,  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic question  combines  both  religious  and 
political  considerations,  and  that  any  opi- 
nion, which  maintains,  that  this  question  is 
simply  and  exclusively  within  either  the  . 
one  or  the  other,  either  religious  or  politi-  ' 
cal,  but  not  combined  of  both  qualities, 
could  only  be  founded  in  artful  misrepre- 
sentation, specious  liberality,  or  infidel  in- 
difference. 1  then  ask  the  House  whether 
the  misrepresentation  of  the  hon.  baronet 
is  not  most  glaring  ?  and  whether  the  com- 
ments and  observations,  with  which  he  has 
connected  it,  are  not  only  unwarranted  by 
the  passage  referred  to,  but  equally  iocoi^ 
sistent  with  the  high  respect  and  esteem, 
which  the  right  hon*  baronet  professed 
himself  to  entertain  for  the  talents,  the 
learning,  the  elevated  rank,  and  high  cha- 
racter of  that  right  reverend  prelate  ?  But 
the  hon.  baronet  did  not  stop  here  ;  for,  in 
quoting  another  expression  of  that  right 
reverend  prelate,  in  which  he  states  him- 
self "  a  friend  to  the  fullest  toleration/' 
the  hon.  baronet  took  rather  an  unusual 
mode  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  his  owa 
respect  and  esteem,  by  representing  this 
right  reverend  prelate  as  a  friend  to  just 
so  much  toleration  as  has  been  conferred, 
and  which  consequently  he  could  not  take 
away.  But  I  hope  the  hon*  baronet  haa 
read  the  publication  since :  I  believe  that 
curiosity  may  have  led  him  to  read  it,  if 
it  were  only  to  see  whether  there  should 
chance  to  be  any  passage,  to  which  he 
could  attach  such  general  and  unmeasur- 
ed censure.  If,  however,  the  hon.  baronet, 
with  any  view,  has  now  read  it,  I  am  cer- 
tain he  will  not  maintain  what  he  thus  ad- 
vanced. 

Much  has  been  said  on  both  sides,  with 
reference  to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Pitt;  as 
if,  by  such  reference,  the  course  could  bo 
made  quite  clear  for  those,  who  shouM  be 
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willing  to  shape  their  owo  conduct,  oathe 

r resent  occasion,  by  hia  great  authority, 
know  nothing  of  the  opinioiis  of  that 
great  statesman  on  this  subject,  bat  from 
such  soorces  as  are  accessible  to  every 
one,  I  mean  his  public  conduct,  and  hie 
speechea,  as  published.  From  these 
sources  I  collect  that,  unquestionably,  Mr» 
Pitt  was  favourable,  in  principle,  to  the 
Catholic  c]aim»— >that  be  vras  decided, 
that  these  concessions  should  be  accom- 
panied with  solid  and  efficient  restrictions 
and  safeguards ;  and  that,  viewing  these 
claims  as  matter  of  expediency  and  not  of 
.right,  he  was  distinctly  also  of  opinion,  that 
times  and  circumstances  were  considera- 
tioaa  df  the  greatest  importance ;  whether, 
therefore,  the  present  times  and  circum- 
stances would  have  been  judged,  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  favourable,  I  do  not  know,  nor  ca& 
I  place  much  reliance  on  tlie  speculations 
or  others  on  this  point ;  of  this,  however,  I 
am  certain,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  never,  at 
any  time,  have  consented  to  go  into  a 
committee,  or  take  any  preliminary  step, 
such  as  the  present,  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  that  great  measure,  without  haviog 
previously  made  up  his  own  mind  clearly 
and  dbtinctlfi  as  to  what  should  be  con- 
ceded— what  should  be  withheld**and 
what  precise  restrictions  should  be  impos- 
ed.^-m  such  a  state  of  preparatioo,  I  do 
not  conceive  the  majority  of  this  House,  t* 
beat  the  present  moment^  Ithiak,the 
reference,  which  has  so  often  been  made, 
to  Mr.  Pitt's  opinions,  is  a  ^efv  insufii- 
cient  guide,  even  to  those  who  look  with 
all  the  admiration  and  respect,  that  I  do, 
to  soch  autbovity,  and  shall  therefcre  give 
my  decided  negative  to  the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  Heron,  in  explaiiation.--*Sir ;  I 
am  extremely  unwilling  to  detaia  the 
House,  even  for  a  moment;  but,  after  the 
violent  and  unexpected  attack,  which  has 
been  made  upon  me  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  spoke  last,  the  House  will 
not  expect  I  shooUl  remain  silent.  An^ 
ther  boo.  gentleman  (Mr.  Robinson)  last 
night  accused  me  of  having  uttered  a  grosss 
calumny,  and  after  that  Charge  had  been 
brought,  I  must  so  far  agree  with  him  as 
to  say,  that  it  must  belong  either  to  me 
or  to  him  I  but  the  right  hen.  gentlemaa 
who  spoke  last,  has  entirely  misrepresent*^ 
ed  me.  I  did  not  call  the  leamea  bishop 
my  friend ;  that  term  with  ine  is  sacred ; 
and  I  have  no  right  to  use  it  towards  the 
Uamed  bishop,  with  whom  I  have  not 
had  the  opportunities  of  cultivating  much 


acQUvntance.  But  I  did  say,  that  I 
haa  a  high  personal  respect  (or  the 
learned  bishop,  and  that  I  had  de- 
rived both  pleasure  and  instruction  frooi 
his  former  writings.  As  to  my  applica- 
tion of  the  passage  in  the  charge  of  the 
learned  bishop,  it  will,  I  think,  be  moil 
satisfactory  to  the  House,  I  should  resd 
this,  passage,  with  the  context.  "  No  one 
can  be  a  greater  friend  than  I  am/ie  tole- 
ration, properly  so  called  ;  I  consider  it  as 
a  mark  of  the  true  church,  as  a  principle^ 
recognised  by  the  most  eminent  of  our  re- 
formers and  divines.  But  1  contend,  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  already  in  com- 
plete possession  of  religious  toleratioo. 
What  they  now  demand  is  political  power 
-—a  species  of  political  power  which,  in 
my  judgment,  could  not  be  granted,  with- 
out extreme  hazard  to  our  eonstitutioB  iu^ 
church  and  state.  Popery  is  not  only  a 
system  of  religion,  it  is  also  a  system  of 
politics.  This,  indeed>  is  so  maniMst,  from 
the  history  of  these  kkigdome,  subsequent, 
as  well  as  prior  to  the  Reformation,  that 
those  who  have,  of  late,  undertaken  the 
cause  of  the  Papists,  and  urged  the  re* 
moval  of  all  the  restraints,  framed  by  the 
wisdom  and  piety  of  our  ancestors,  to  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  those  horrors  and  mi* 
series,  which  were  fresh  in  their  memo* 
ries,  assure  us,  that  Popery  now  is  di^ 
ferent  frona  what  Popery  was.  I  am  coaii* 
dent  that  this  opinion  has  led  many  to 
support  the  claims  of  the  Papists^  who  are 
truly  and  aealously  attached  to  the  church 
of  England,  and  .would  be  Hmong  its  mott 
firm  defenders,  in  any  time  of  trial ;  hut  I 
am  convinced,  that  no  opinion  was  <v^ 
more  unfounded.  To  trace  this  opinioB 
to  artful  misrepresentation,  specioos  libe- 
rality, or  iafidel  indififerenoe— to  P^^^  ^ 
false  from  the  dogma  of  infisllibility* 
which  allows  no  change— from  the  decree* 

of  the  councils  and  the  bulls  of  Popef» 
which  contain  the  most  mischievous  politi* 
cal  maxims,  and  authorise  the  most  on- 
warranUble  interference  with  the  rtgbta 
of  civil  government  and  of  religious  liber^ 
ty— to  prove  that  recent  facta,  and  recent 
publications,  absolutely  and  anthoritatir«* 
ly  maintain  the  same  doctrines,  and  con* 
tradlet  the  idea  of  any  alteralioni  as  dero- 
gatory to  the  honour  of  their  church,  m^jT 
perhaps,  if  life  be  spared  me,  and  circaoi- 
stances  should  demand  it,  employ  lome  ><* 
tore  hour."—!  now  leave  it  to  the  Hoa« 
to  judge,  whether  the  passage  io  ^^^^ 
is  or  la  not  applied,  by  the  bishop, 
those  vho>  difihr  from  htm  im opioi«a' 
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Mr.  HMmoH^ffXfAfLiatid,  thou  wluit  lie 
bail  Mid,  and  lo  which  the  hoii.  baronet 
had  «Al«dedy  referred  to  th«t  remarkable 
Mcpreaskm  in  «he  boQ.  baronet's  speech 
^ich  be  bad  nsed  when  speaking  of  the 
poiitkms  received  from  tihe  clergy.  Those 
nctitioiM  be  had  represented  as-commg 
from  men  who  had  mitres  on  their  head8> 
•r  milres  m  their  heads.  This,  I  smd  was 
m  gro«  calarany«  and  from  that  cfXpression 
loo  not  depart. 

Mr.  M*  Suiion  repeated  that  the  pas* 
sage  in  the  pamphlet  which  bad  been  at- 
kided  to,  did  not  deserve  the  cosstroction 
which  had  been  pat  on  rt,  and  contended 
he  had  a  right  to  state  soch  to  be  bis  opi- 
nion,  and  this  opinion  he  would  still  main- 
tain. 

Mr.  P&Hstmby  said,  what  had  jost  passed 
showed  to  what  perfection  the  critical 
taste  of  the  Hoose  had  been  brought. 
Tbisj  however,  hsd  been  amply  illustrated 
in  the  conrse  of  the  present  discussion. 
They  had,  nevertheless,  been  told,  that 
they  ought  not  to  criticise  the  petitions 
sobmitted  to  them  too  closely ;  yet  one 
boo.  gentleman  who  had  spol^n  from  un- 
der the  gallery,  had  said  he  could  not  rote 
for  the  motion  on  account  of  the  intempe- 
rate language  held  by  the  Irish  CathoHcs, 
and  this  though  the  English  Catholicii,  it 
WSM  admitted,  had  urged  their  claims  with 
singular  modesty.  Thus  it  would  be  seen, 
in  whatever  temper  the  CathoHcs  pursued 
the  object  they  had  in  view,  with  some  it 
was  impossible  their  prayer  could  have  ef- 
fect. Particular  notice  had  been  taken  of 
what  had  been  said  by  an  hon.  baronet, 
respecting  a  certain  prelate,  y«t  last  night 
the  chief  secretary  for  Ireland  had  cast 
^nite  as  strong  a  reflection  on  another  re- 
rer^id  prelate,  who  was  in  every  respect 
as  Fonerable  and  as  immaculate  as  the  bi- 
shop of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Croker  spoke  to  order.  He  wished 
merely  to  ssy  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
bad  last  ni^ht  distinctly  disci a'nned  any 
intention  of  casting  the  most  distant  re- 
flection on  the  bishop  of  Norwich. 

The  ^K^ker  said  it  was  not  strictly  re- 
gvlar  for  one  hon.  member  thus  to  rise  to 
explain  what  had  fallen  from  another. 

Mr.  Potuonby  resumed.  The  intern* 
perate  language  held  by  the  Catholics,  he 
contended,  was  not  to  be  wondered  at 
when  the  state  of  the  press  in  Irelsnd 
was  considered,  which  was  understood  to 
be  nnder  the  conttt>ol  of  the  right  hon^ 
gentleman's  goverinnent,  from  which  pub* 
Mentions  were  constantly  issuing,  filled 
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witb  ritoperative  4tn4^rs  agaiftot'lke  Cn« 
tholics.    It  was  said  that  ta  the  Catbolic 
religion  remained  unchanged,  the  Catho- 
lics were  no  more  4«  be  trusted  now  than 
they  were  a  eentory  or  a  century  and  m 
batf  ago.    Did  they  believe  anr  rdianm 
was  to  be  placed  on  the  oath  of  a  Catho- 
lic ?  if  they  -did  not,  they  must  beltem 
the  CaAolfcs  capable  of  the  most  abomf* 
nai^lo  perjarres ;  if  they  did  believe  ^n 
Catholic  on  his  oath,  when  he  swore  tet 
no  foreign  ecelestasttcal  authority  *«has, 
or  ooght  to  hare'*  any  temporal  power 
whstever  in  the  King's  dominions,  thty 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  his  faith  was  not 
dangerous  to  the  state.    Belbre  they  as- 
sumed that  it  was  hostile  to  the  state,  it 
ought  to  be  shewn  in  what  respect  bis  ac» 
knowledgment  of  the  sopremacy  of  tbo 
see  of  Rome  could  produce  mischievous 
effects.    Would  the  Pope  raise  an  army 
to  fight  against  this  country^  or  would  ifa 
assist  the  Tiews  of  foreign  powers,  by  se* 
dncing  the  subjects  of  this  country  from 
their  allegiance  ?  Would  he  assail  us,  by 
open  force,  or  endeavour  by  secret  plots  to 
undermine  our  ruin  ?  In  no  one  of  these 
designs  could  the  Catholics  concur  ac«- 
cording  to  the  oath  they  had  taken.    He 
had  felt  much  satisfaction  at  hearing  the 
noble  lord  (Castleresgh)  say,  he  would 
certainly  vote  for  going  into  the  Commit* 
tee,  but  Uiat  satisfaction  had  been  consi- 
derably abated,  at  finding  that  he  would 
as  certainly  vote  against  the  Bill  which  it 
would  subsequently  be  proposed  to  bring 
in.    On  the  subject  of  the  Veto  he  had  to 
obserre,  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  im-* 
possible  for  it  ever  again  to  be  brought 
forward.    The  CaAholics  had-not  said  they 
would  never  concede  it.    Ail  they  hstd 
said  was,  that  at  the  time  at  which  their 
resolutions  were  pawed,  it  was  inexpedient 
to  give  it  up.    He  admired  the  tender 
anxiety  which  had   been  displayed  by 
some  hon.  members  for  Catholic  consist* 
ency,  as  manifested  by  their  earnest  en- 
deavours to  prove  that  the  Veto  would 
never  be  conceded,  and  that  domestic  no- 
mination would  never  be  snhmrtted  to,  and 
on  this  ground  objected  to  taking  their 
claims  into  consideration.    The  Catho- 
lics were  suspected  of  entertaining  some 
secret  opinions  (secret  thev  must  be,  for 
no  such  opinions  had  ever  been  allowed), 
that  they  were  not  boond  by  an  oath  to 
keep  their  engagemenu  with  those  who 
professed   a  afferent  religion.     On  the 
doctrine  of  mentsi  rc^servaiion,  he  wished 
to  read  the  opinions  of  the  Catholics.    Te 
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these  he  wished  to  .call  the  attention  of 
the  Hoose,  as  what  he  was  fibout  to  read 
was  worth  hearing.    The  Catholics  bad 
not  afiected  to  despise  the  charge  pre- 
ferred against  them  on  this  subject,  bat 
had  applied  themselves  to  disprove  it,  and 
declared,   "  That  it  was  a  fundamental 
principle  of  their  religion,  that  no  person 
on  earth  could  license  men  to  lie,  for- 
swear, or  perjure  themselves,  or  to  act 
against  their  country,  under  the  pretence 
of  serving  the  cause  of  religion ;  and  all 
pardons  issued  on  such  srounds,  could 
have  no  validity,  and  would  only  add  sa- 
crilege and  blasphemy  to  the  above  men- 
tioned crimes/' — The  noble  lord  had  said 
this  was  not  the  time  at  which  the  mea- 
sure that  might  be  resulted  on,  in  favour 
of  the  Catholics,  could  be  immediately 
carried  into  effect :  that  it  was  one,  which 
ought  not  to  be  hurried,  which  could  not 
be  come  to  in  a  day.    No  one  wished  it 
to  be  hurried ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
ready  to  give  any  time  for  the  considera- 
tion of  it  which  the  public  might  think 
reasonable.    Motions  on  this  subject,  it 
was  formerly  said,  were  useless ;  but,  he 
would  ask,  had  the  discussion  of  the  claims 
done  no  good  for  the  cause  ?    Ho   hi^d 
heard,  indeed,  that  the  sense  of  the  coun- 
try was  against  it,  but  he  believed  the 
contrary  to  be  the  fact,  and  that  the  great 
body  of  the  property  and  information  of 
the  country  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
Catholics  ;  and  this  he  believed  to  be  the 
effect  of  the  frequent  discussions  which 
had  taken  place  on  the  subject.    The  ob- 
jection made  to  the  declaration  of  the  in- 
violability of  the  Protestant  establishment 
in  the  proposed  Bill,  he  thought  futile 
and  ridiculous.    Ii  might  as  well  have 
been  contended  that  because  the  security 
of  the  Protestant  succession  to  the  throne 
had  been  enlarged  upon  in  the  Bill  of 
RighU,  that  that  Act  had  settled  the  suc- 
cession ;  as  it  could  never  be  maintained 
that  those  laws  which  it  was  proposed  to 
name  in  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in,  could 
appear  by  that  to  have  been  enacted. 
Nothing  could  be  rationally  apprehended 
from  admitting  the  Catholics  to  the  privi- 
leges of  the  constitution*     They  would 
naturally  be  attached  to  that  form  of  go- 
▼emment  which  gave  them  emancipation. 
Was  it  feared  that  they  would  enter  into  a 
traitorous  correspondence,  or  commit  trea- 
sonable offences  ?    If  they  were   to  act 
thus,  would  they  itot  be  amenable  to  the 
common  law  ?  Was  it  supposed  that  they 
would  attempt  to  rise  in  a  body  to  kill  the  I 
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I  Protestants  ?  If  they  were  disposed  to  set 
thus  in  consequence  of  their  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  constitution,  would  it  not  be 
in  the  power  of  those  who  gave  tbem 
emancipation  to  reduce  them  to  their  pre- 
sent situation  again  ?   This  could  not  be 
doubted;    nor  could  it  be  doubted  that 
the  Protestants,  who  relieved  them  from 
the  disabilities  of  which  they  complained, 
would  guard  against  the  succession  of  a 
Catholic  to  the  throne.—He  denied  that 
going  into  a  Committee,  even  if  they  did 
nothing,  would  exasperate  the  Protesunts 
and  disappoint  the  Catholics.     Oh !  but  it 
was  said,  they  most  give  the  Catholics 
every  thing  they  asked,  or  they  would  not 
be  satisfied.     Had  the  Catholics  said  so  ? 
was  there  no  reason  to  believe  they  would 
be  grateful  if  but  a  part  of  what  they 
asked  were  granted  ?  But  they  would  not 
be  satisfied,  it  was  said.    If  they  meant 
by  satisfied,  that  they  would  never  ask 
any  thing  more,  he  would  not  promise  this 
for  them.    And  could  it  be  any  imputation 
on  any  class  of  subjects,  that  while  any 
disqualifications  remained,  they  should  ap- 
ply to  parliament  for  relief  ?  By  going 
into  the  Committee  they  would  shew  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  which  he  thought 
would  be  likely  to  do  more  good  than  any 
thing  that  had  been  done  for  centuries. 
They  had  not  taken  their  claims  into  con* 
sideration,  and  going  into  a  Committee 
was  a  great  advance  in  favour  of  the 
Catholic  cause.      The    charges  brought 
against  the    right    hon.    mover  for  not 
bringing  forward  his  Bill,  were  unfairly 
urged,  as   by  a  standing  order  he  was 
prohibited  from  doing  so.    A  Bill  could 
not  be  brought  in  to  alter  the  laws  in  re- 
ligious matters  without  the  authority  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  if 
means  could  be  devised  in  the  Committee 
which  could  remove  from  his  mind  the 
apprehension  of  danger,  he  should  be  most 
happy  to  concur  in  any  proposition  for  re- 
lieving the  Catholics  from  the  disabiliues 
of  which  they  complained.     Mr.  F©"" 
sonby  said  he  hoped  every  man  woald  go 
into  the  Committee  with  the  same  f^^'' 
ing.     He  hoped  no  one  would  go  into  it, 
in  the  hope  of  defeating  its  avowed  object* 
Those  who  had  such  a  wish,  be  conjured 
to  oppose  the  present  motion,    h  woul 
be  acting  a  better  and  an   infinitely  ^^^^ 
manly  part,  than  to  go  into  the  CommitJ«« 
to  excite  false  hopes  only  to  produce  o'*' 
appointment.      If  thqf    went    into   tns 
Committee  with  a  sincere  desire  to  ac- 
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complish  the  object  in  Tiew,  he  thought 
they  woald  do  more  good  for  the  country, 
than  bad  been  done  by  any  one  act  for 
many  years  past;  and  when  the' House 
agreed,  hona  fak,  to  take  into  considera* 
tion  the  Catholic  claims,  they  would  give 
themseUes  a  right  to  expect  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics. 
The  best  security-  for  the  allegiance  of 
subjects  was  their  own  interest.  He  de- 
spised what  were  Usually  called  securities; 
but  when  the  House  shewed  a  disposition 
to  go  as  far  as  they  could  to  conciliate 
the  Catholics,  be  thought  the  Catholics 
were  bound  to  go  as  far  as  their  faith 
would  admit  them  to  go,  to  meet  the 
House  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation.  This  be 
should  not  value  as  ameasure  of  security, 
but  he  should  value  it  as  a  measure  of 
satisfaction.  —He  had  told  the  noble  lord 
twice  last  year,  that  if  America  proved 
unreasonable,  he  would  support  the  go- 
▼ernraent  of  this  country  in  resistance  to 
her  demands.  He  had  kept  his  promise, 
and  he  would  now  pledge  himself  in  a 
similar  manner  with  respect  to  the  Catho- 
lics. He'  was  confident  his  friends  about 
htm  would  do  the  same.    The  conduct  of 

Sovernment,  when  it  was  that  which  was 
emanded  by  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
would  ever  meet  with  his  support,  and 
though  this  might  exclude  him  and  his 
friends  from  power  for  ever,  he,  for  him- 
self, should  cheerfully  do  it,  and  he  was 
satisfied  from  the  noble  disinterestedness 
of  his  friends  around  him,  which  had  been 
displayed  on  many  occasions,  that  they 
would  cordially  jom  him,  as  he  knew  they 
had  no  wish  for  power,  but  to  employ  it 
for  the  general  good. 

Many  gentlemen  rose  at  the  same  time, 
but  being  loudly  called  upon  by  the  Hoose^ 

Mr.  Canmng  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 

I  am  sorry.  Sir,  even  .at  this  late  period 
of  the  debate^  to  interfere  with  other  gen- 
Clemen,  many  of  whom,  I  see,  are  still 
anxious  to  deliver  their  sentiments  upon 
the  great  question  now  before  you.  But^ 
called  upon  as  I  have  been  in  the  course 
of  this  evening,  by  my  right  hon,  and 
learned  friend  (sir  William  £:ott),  and  re- 
buked for  having  continued  so  long  silent^ 
1  feel  myself  compelled  no  longer  to  defer 
offering  myself  to  your  indulgence.  I 
should  have  thought,  indeed,  that  I  owed 
an  apology  to  the  House,  had  I  risen  earlier 
on  this  occasion;  considering  the  ample 
opportunities  which  I  hare  already  had  of 
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explaining  my  views  and  opinions  on  the 
subject  in  discuMion.  I  should  have 
thought  so  the  rather,  as,  in  the  present 
state  of  this  question,  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  at  all  incumbent  on  myself,  or 
on  those  who  think  as  I  do,  to  urge  any 
original  matter,  to  induce  the  House  to 
agree  to  the  Resolution  now  submitted  to 
their  consideration.  The  natural  and  ob« 
vioos  course  for  the  House  is  to  agree  to  it. 
It  is  for  those  who  would  dissuade  them 
from  so  agreeing  to  state  the  grounds  of 
their  dissuasion. 

If,  on  former  occasions,  it  has  been 
matter  of  dispute  on  which  side  the  burden 
of  proof  lay,  on  the  present  that  dispute 
cannot  be  maintained  with  any  shew  of 
reason.  It  might  be  matter  of  dispute  in 
instances  where  some  called  for  innovation 
in  existing  laws,  and  others  resisted  that 
call.  But,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
only  question  is,  shall  we  redeem  a  pledge, 
given  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  the 
country  ?  We  stand  committed  to  pro- 
ceed, this  session,  to  a  consideration  and 
settlement  of  what  is  called  the  Catholic 
Question;  to  a  settlement  of  it,  at  once 
conciliatory  with  respect  to  our  Roman 
Catholic  fellow-subjects,  and  consistent 
with  the  security,  and  conducive  to  the 
strength  of  the  Protestant  establishment  in 
Church  and  State.  This  pledge,  the  laU 
House  of  Commons  gave  to  Protestants  and 
Catholics,— to  the  united  kingdom,  and 
to  the  world.  To  set  about  redeeming 
this  pledge  is,  I  say,  the  natural  and  ob- 
vious course  for  the  present  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  burden  of  the  proof  lies  with 
those  who  would  divert  us  from  pursuing  it. 

Considering,  therefore.  Sir,  the  present 
Resolution  as  the  offspring  of  that,  which 
I  had  the  honourof  submitting,  last  session, 
to  the  House,  and  the  satisfaction  of  in- 
ducing the  House  to  adopt,—-!  feel  myself 
quite  as  much  responsible  for  this  Resolu- 
tion, as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself 
who  has  moved  it,  and  quite  as  much  in- 
terested for  its  succesp.  I  have,  therefore, 
thought  it  my  doty  rather  to  wait  to  bear 
the  objections,  which  might  be  urged 
against  our  following  out  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  the  Resolution  of  last  year  had 
laid  down  for  os,  than  to  overlay  the  de- 
bate with  unnecessary  and  misplaced  ex- 
hortations to  do  that,  which,  until  the  con- 
trary should  have  been  recommended  to 
them,  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  they 
must  be  disposed  and  determined  to  do. 

I  am  not  unaware.  Sir,  that  I  am  address- 
ing a  new  parliament ;  and  that  this  House 
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is  not,  technically  speakingj  bound  to  re- 
deem the  pledge  of  the  last  House  of  Com- 
mons. But,  on  a  matter  of  such  high  na- 
tional importance*  I  may  surely  be  allowed 
to  hope  that  our  conduct  will  be  conformed' 
to  the  dictates  of  morality  and  sound  policy, 
rather  than  fettered  by'  mere  technical 
forms.  This  House  of  Commons  has  cer- 
tainly the  power  of  departing  from  the 
Resolution  of  last  session  ;  that  resolution 
is  not  absolutely  binding  upon  us :  but, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  we  should  not 
easily  satisfy  the  country,— I  hope  we 
■hould  not  satisfy  our8ehes,-*if  we  came 
to  the  ^determination  to  abandon  a  moral 
duty,  because  we  might  do  so  with  im- 
punity. 

Instances  are  not  wanting,  in  which  sac- 
ceeding  parliaments  have  adopted,  and 
executed,  with  filial  fidelity,  the  declared 
intentions  and  bequeathed  trusts  of  their 
predecessors.  It  will  be  in  the  recollec* 
tion  of  many  who  hear  me,  that,  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  it  was  held  that  the 
^dissolution  of  parliament  did  not  abate  an 
impeachment  instituted  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  Would  it  not  be  strangely  an- 
gracions  and  impolitic  to  contend  that,  in 
all  harsh  and  inquisitorial  proceedings,  we 
are  studiously  to  guard  agamst  interruption 
by  a  dissolution :  but  that,  in  eyery  thing 
of  a  milder  and  more  agreeable  nature,  we 
are  to  invert  the  rule ;  and  to  admit  that 
proceedings  of  conciliation  and  kindness 
are  defeated  and  annulled  by  a  dissolution; 
and  are  not  to  be  resumed  nor  recom- 
menced without  exceeding  jealousy  and 
circumspection  ?  And  is  there  not  some- 
thing in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this 
question,  and  of  this  time,  which  should 
make  us  particularly  anxious  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  such  a  construction  ?  It  is 
impossible  to  forget  the  condition  in  which 
the  ministry  stands,  in  relation  to  this 
question.  They  are  divided  amongst 
themselves ;  and  act  upon  it,  not  as  a  mi- 
nistry, but  each  member  of  the  govern- 
ment^ on  his  own  individual  opinion.  It 
is,  however,  well  known,  that  the  prepon- 
derance of  sentiment,  among  the  members 
pf  the  government,  is  adverse  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Catholic  claims.  Would  it 
not  be  unseemly,  at  least,  if  not  of  fearful 
consequence,  to  lead  the  people  to  believe 
that  the  dissolution  of  parliament  had  been 
resorted  to,  under  these  circumstances,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  to  interpose  between 
their  pledge  and  its  accomplishment  ?  I 
attribute  not  to  the  government  this  de- 


signi— and,  indeed,  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  this  nisbt  encoo- 
rages  the  belief  that  such  coula  not  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  act,  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  But  I  state  the  danger  and 
inconvenience  of  such  a  misconstruotion, 
as  contributing  strong  additional  reasons 
for  our  proceeding,  without  hesitation,  to 
give  effect  to  the  determination  of  the  late 
House  of  Commons,  and  for  our  not  suffer- 
ing ourselves  to  be  turned  aside  from  this 
plain,  straight- forward  course,  by  any 
quibbling  dispute,  as  to  the  degree  of 
obligation,  under  which  we  lie,  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  which  has  devolved  upon 
us. 

I  have  said.  Sir,  that  I  feel  myself  folly 
as  responsible  for  the  present  proposition, 
^  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  -has 
brought  it  forward,  The  House  will  re- 
collect that,  on  the  night  on  which  I  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  carry  the  Resolution, 
which  has  been  read  from  the  Journals  of 
last  session,  I  did  most  willingly  surrender 
into  the  hands  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
the  task  of  rearing  the  superstructure  on 
the  foundation  of  which  it  was  then  my 
happiness  to  lay.  I  surrendered  it  to  him 
with  all  that  deference,^  which  his  great 
talents  and  authority  demanded ;  and  with 
a  confidence,  which  his  moderation  has 
justified.  From  that  moderation — from 
the  temper  displayed,  in  the  course  of 
these  debates,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself,  and  infused  into  them  by  his 
example,  I  augur  the  happiest  effects. 

To  him  is  to  be  joined,  in  the  same 
praise,  a  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Plunket)  near  him  ;  to  the  meriu 
of  whose  speech,  on  the  first  night  of  this 
debate,  it  is  superfluous  to  add  tny  feeble 
testimony  :  a  speech  displaying  not  only 
the  talents  of  an  accomplished  orator,  but 
the  large  views  and  comprehensive  mind  of 
a  statesman;  but  still  more  coii».nendable 
for  a  still  greater  excellence,— that  of  man- 
fully disclaiming  all  meretricious  popu- 
larity; and  courageously  rebuking  the 
excesses  of  those,  whose  cause  be  came 
forward  to  plead.  This  deb?te  will,  I 
hope  and  I  believe,  have  taught  the  Ca- 
tholics that,  while  they  may  look,  with 
confidence,  to  such  powerful  ailvocatcs,  so 
•long  as  they  advance  their  claims  wito 
temper  and  constitutional  deference  to 
the  authority  of  the  stote  under  which 
they  live,  they  are  not  to  rely  upo"  •  ^^* 
tious  countenance  and  support,  if  tb^X 
should  attempt  to-extort,  by  intimidation, 
that  boon»  which  we  hope  to  grant  to  th«ir 
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prayer;  or  sboald  contomacioasly  refuse 
to  receiYe  it  in  the  same  temper  in  which 
it  is  intended  to  be  proposed.  Sure  I  am 
that  this  coBdoct  of  the  advocates  of  the 
Catholics  has  contributed  mainly  to  that 
fafourable  disposition,  which  I  think  I 
perceive  around  me,  on  this  night,  and 
which,  I  trust,  we  shall  carry  with  us,  into 
the  committee. 

The  objectors.  Sir,  to  the  present  mo- 
tion, may  be  divided  into  three  classes. 
The  first  are  those  who,  having  concurred 
ID  the  vote  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
propose  last  session,  find,  in  circumstances 
which  have  since  occurred,  reasons  for 
changing  their  opinion.  The  second  and 
third  classes  comprize  all  those  who  either 
Bot  having  been  parties  to  the  vote  of  last 
session,  or  having  opposed  it,  are  equally 
at  liberty  to  decide  on  the  present  ques- 
tion, according  to  their  own  judgment,  and 
the  difference  between  these  two  classes  is 
this,  that  the  objections  of  some  rest  on 
circumstances,  which  are  transitory  and 
temporary  in  their  nature  ;  while  others 
cannot  conceive  any  time  or  any  circum- 
stances, which  could  remove  their  diffi- 
culties, or  soften  their  hostility  to  the 
Catholics,  or  make  any  change  in  the 
aspect  and  policy  of  the  question. 

With  respect  to  the  first  class,  or,  I 
ahoald  rather  say,  with  respect  to  him, 
who  constitutes  that  class  by  himself— for 
my  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes)  has  yet  had 
no  followers ;  he  stands,  as  Cowley  says 
of  Pindar,  «'  a  phcsnix,"  ''  a  vast  species 
alone."  With  respect  to  him.  Sir,  (for 
whose  opinions,  both  when  they  differ 
from  my  own,  and,  I  need  hardly  add, 
when  they  agree  with  my  own,  I  feel  the 
most  unfeigned  respect)  the  main  objection 
which  he  feels  to  going  into  the  com- 
mittee, is  founded  on  an  apprehension  that 
its  result  will  be  wholly  unsatisfactory; 
that  it  will  disappoint  the  sanguine  hopes 
of  the  Catholics,  and  will  equally  fail  in 
realizing  the  jutt  expectations  of  the  Pro- 
testants. He  says,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Catholics,  since  the  last  session  of  par- 
liaoMnt,  has  been  full  of  turbulence  aad 
andacity  ;  he  says,  that  an  alarm  and  in- 
qoietode  pervades  the  Protestant  commu- 
nity ;  and  that  the  two  parties  are  so  far 
asunder,  as  lo  make  any  attempt  to  ap- 
proximate them  altogether  hopeless :  and 
he  is  of  opinion,  therefore,  that,  instead  of 
persevering  in  the  course  chalked  out  by 
the  last  House  of  Commons,  we  cannot 
too  soon  pot  an  end  to  any  expectation  of 
an  interference  on  the  part  of  parliament 


in  a  work  so  unpromifcing  of  advantage. 
My  hon.  friend  well  knows,  and  has  cor- 
rectly and  candidly  allowed  that,  with 
my  view  of  the  matter,  I  might  admit  his 
premises,  both  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Catholics,  and  as  to  the  state  of  the  Pro- 
testant mind,  and  still  contend  that  they 
are  not  conclusive  against  the  proposition, 
upon  which  the  House  is  to  decide.  I 
might  admit,  that  the  Catholics  are  in  a 
state  of  ferment  and  agitation ;  and  that 
the  Protestant  mind  is  anxious,  and  irri^* 
tated  in  a  high  degree ;  1  might  admit, 
that  these  feelings  of  the  Protestants  are 
not  less  just  than  they  are  strong;  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  has  been 
such  as  their  enemies  most  rejoice  at,  (if 
indeed  their  worst  enemies  be  not  those 
who  have  produced  -it),  and  as  their  friends 
must  lament,  though  they  will  not  imme- 
diately desert  them,  on  account  of  it :  but 
when  I  had  admitted  all  this ;  when  I  had 
described  this  state  of  things  in  as  dark 
colours  as  my  bon.  friend  could  supply  ; 
when  I  had  exhausted  all  the  fignses  of 
speech  in  expatiating  upon  its  deplorable 
nature,  and  dangerous  consequences,  I 
should  then  have  to  ask  my  hon.  friend, 
"  Is  this  a  state  of  things  which  you  wish 
to  continue  ?  or  is  it  not  rather  one  for 
which  it  is  the  doty  of  parliament  to  en- 
deavour to  find  a  remedy?''  I  feel  as 
much  indignation,  as  any  man,  at  the  con- 
duct and  temper  which  the  Catholics  have, 
in  too  many  instances,  exhibited :  but  I 
attribute  it  (as  it  has  been  attributed  by 
many  of  the  best  informed  upon  the  sub« 
ject)  to  the  influence  and  efforts  of  per« 
sons,  who  care  not  for  the  Catholic  any 
more,  than  for  the  Protestant  part  of  the 
community  ;  who  see,  in  the  distractions 
of  the  empire,  the  opportunity  of  gratify- 
ing their  own  personal  ambition;  who, 
for  that  purpose,  would  push  the  Catholics 
to  excess,  and  exasperate  the  Protestants 
into  resentment ;  whose  object,  in  short,  is 
not  the  settlement  of  the  question,  but  its 
prolonged,  and  angry,  ana  turbulent  agi* 
tation.  My  policy,  therefore,  would  be 
very  different  from  that  of  my  hon.  friend* 
I  would  not  go  forth  in  the  spirit  of  anger. 
Whatever  indignation  I  may  feel  against 
those  who  have  raised  this  storm,  and  who 
endeavour  to  encrease  it,  I  consider  the 
expression  of  that  indignation  as  a  secon- 
dary duty  ;  our  first  doty  is  to  tranquillise 
the  storm :  as  the  fabled  Father  of  the 
Sea  is  beautifully  described  by  the  poet, 
when  the  ocean  had  been  disturbed  with- 
out bis  consent,  as  rebuking  the  felon 
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winds  which  had  thrown  his  element  into 
such  fearful  agitation;  bnt  presently  re- 
collecting that  the  punishment  of  the  au- 
thors of  the  mischief,  may  be  best  post- 
poned till  the  mischief  itself  has  been  al- 
layed : 

*  Qaos  ego-^sed  motos  pnestat  componere  fluctiis.' 
Other  arguments  there  are  which  my 
bon.  friend  has  pressed  into  his  service,  on 
the  present  occasion  ;  but  of  which  it  is 
sufficient  to  say,  as  coming  from  him,  that 
they  did  not  prevent  him  from  voting  in 
favour  of  my  motion  last  session ;  though, 
if  they  be  of  any  force  now,  they  existed 
in  equal  force  at  that  period.  He  com- 
plains, among  other  things,  that  the  Ca» 
tholics  have  not  amalgamated  with  the 
Protestants,  by  intermarriages ;  an  expe- 
dient which  he  thinks  might  have  softened 
the  asperities  of  the  contending  sects.* 
This,  may  be  true,  but  it  is  at  least,  no  new 
charge  against  the  Catholics,  nor  any  new 
cause  of  ill-will  between  them  and  the 
Protestants  since,  or  arising  out  of  the  last 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this 
question.  Whatever  other  mischief  my 
motion  may  have  done,  or  had  a  tendency 
to  do,  surely  there  was  nothing  in  it  to  in- 
terpose a  barrier  to  connubial  happiness,  to 
check  the  instincts  of  nature,  and  stop  the 

Jiropagation  of  mankind.  This  is,  at 
east,  therefore,  no  ground  of  objection, 
which  ought  to  have  occurred  to  my  bon. 
friend  for  the  first  time  to-night ;  nor  is  it 
one  arising  oot  of  the  present  state  and 
temper  of  the  Catholics,  but  rather  out  of 
the  feelings  and  policy  of  times  now  hap* 
pily  gone  by.  If  my  hon.  friend  had  con- 
sidered this  point  a  little  more ;— if  he  had 
looked  back  into  the  statute  book, — he 
would  have  found,  in  severe  penal  laws, 
(laws  but  lately  repealed)  the  true  impe- 
diments to  Protestant  and  Catholic  infer- 
marriages,  in  the  penalties  imposed  upon 
the  Catholic  priest  who  should  dare  to  ce- 
lebrate such  a  marriage ;  in  the  induce- 
ments held  out  to  the  conformini;  wife  to 
betray  her  noi^-conforming  husband,  in 
the  invitations  to  the  son,  juat  come  from 
the  nursery,  to  turn  Protestant,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplanting  his  Catholic  father 
in  his  property,  and  converting  him  into  a 
mere  tenant  for  life.  While  such  lawit 
prevailed,  it  surely  was  not  wonderful  that 
the  Cathfilics  should  not  be  very  de«iirous 
of  intermarrying  with  Protestants;  no 
wonder  that  they  should  not  court  al- 
liances, which  might  thus  make  domestic 
life  one  continued  jar,  one  scene  of  dis- 

^uiaiadib  iospicioa  Aod  Ireac&ery,   fiat 


be  the  case  as  it  may,  there  is,  I  say,  no« 

thing  in  this  point  to  justify  my  hon.  friend 
in  withdrawing  this  night  the  support 
which  he  gave  to  my  motion  of  last  year ; 
nothing,  therefore,  upon  which  it  is  neces- 
sary that  I  should  enlarge,  as  peculiarly 
applying  to  his  peculiar  class  of  objec- 
tions. 

Of  the  two  classes  of  objectors  who,  not 
being  parties  to  the  vote  of  last  session,  or 
who,  having  opposed  that  vote,  are  at 
perfect  liberty  to  use  their  discretion  on 
the  present  occasion;  the  one,  as  1  bafe 
said,  objects  to  the  measure  now  before  us 
on  temporary,  the  other  on  permanent  and 
unalterable  grounds. 

At  the  head  of  the  first  division  stands 
my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Yorke,)  who 
followed  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman   opposite    (Mr.  Plunket)  on   the 
first  night  of  this  debate.      My  right  bon. 
friend  hopes  and  belieyes,  that  the  causes 
which  prevent  his  present  concurrence,  in 
the  proposed  measure,  are  not  likely  to  be 
lasting;  and  he  has  had   the  candour  to 
specify  a  few  of  the  conditions  which  be 
requires,  as  necessarily  preliminary  to  bis 
vote  in  favour  of  it.     The  first  of  these  is 
the  death  of  Buonaparte.     On  this  con- 
dition enough  has  already  been  said  by 
gentlemen,  who  have  preceded  me  in  the 
debate ;  a  more  helpless  system  of  policy, 
perhaps,  could  not  easily  be  devised,  than 
one  which  should  be  contented  to  rest  the 
tranquillity  of  this  empire  on  the  ground 
of  no  other  hope  than  a  pott  obU  on  Buo- 
naparte's existence.      The  next  condition 
stipulated   for  by  my  right    honourable 
friend  is  the  previous  cessation  of  all  irri- 
tation on  either  side ;  the  extinction  of  all 
angry  feelings  ;  the  discontinuance  of  all 
meetings,    turbulent    or    peaceable,   the 
silence  of  all  complaints,  petitions,  and 
lamentations.    Then,    indeed,  when  ibe 
sense  of   sufiering    should  appear  to  be 
deadened,  when  the  expectations  of  relief 
should  have  been  happily  extinguished, 
when  hope  itself  had  **  sickened  and  so 
died;"   then,  in  (his  new  millenium  of 
contented  apathy,  this  still  sabbatb.  of 
subdued    desire,   my    right    hon.   friend 
would  come  cheerfully  forward  to  all>y 
disorders  no  longer  prevalent,  and  to  gi'*''^ 
concessions  no  longer  required.     When 
the  parties  now  agitated  with  mutual  jea^ 
lousy  shall,  of  their  own  a<cord,  bate 
dropped  all  dispute  and  forgotten  all  r^ 
seniment ;  when  the  Orange -man  and  the 
Catholic  shall  have  abjured  their  anioio* 
siiioij  and  lain  dowo  together  Idw  um 
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Ito|»fird  and  the  kid ;  then,  in  my  right 
hoD.  friend's  opinion,  the  period  will  bare 
arri?ed  for  a  legislative  interference,  for 
which  he  thinks  the  crisis  does  not  call  so 
kng  as  there  is  any  difficulty  to  solTe^  or 
say  danger  to  guard  against. 

The  only  remaining  condition  which 
■Hisl,  according  to  my  right  lion.  friend| 
nf«cede  any  grant  of  relief  to  the  Catho* 
uc  is,  that  be  shall  cease  to  be  a  Catholic. 
Let  hmi  renounce  the  tenets  of  his  reli- 
pioa»  not  hii*  hostility  to  the  state  (for  that 
IS  renomiced,  disclaimed,  abjured  already, 
in  all  the  forms  and  solemnities,  which 
the  most  jealous  suspicion  can  devisp,)  and 
then  to  this  more  than  reformed  religionist, 
to  this  Proiesting  Dissenter  from  Catho« 
Itcbm,  my  right  hon.  iriend  will  hold  out 
the  indulgences  which  tbpy  no  longer 
need.  Sir,  the  good  will  of  my  riirht  hon. 
friend  would  undoubtedly  be  ^  great 
▼slue  to  any  body  of  men  ;  but  I  ronfess, 
that,  to  me,  these  conditions  appear  to 
place  it  at  a  price  almost  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  nature.  Continue  Ca- 
tholics, and  yon  are  to  expect  my  nnre* 
mitting  hostility.  Cease  to  be  Catholics, 
and  1  am  your  friend.  Pope  says  of 
Atossa,  that  she 

'"  listM  yon  wliile  yoa  life, 
^  But  die,  and  ibe*!!  adoie  joa.** 

sach  or  something  like  it,  would  be  my 
right  hon.  friend's  posthumous  toleration 
of  a  religion  which  had  ceased  to  exist. 

My  right  hon.  friend  was  followed  by  a 
right  hon.  and  learned  baronet  (sir  J. 
Stewart,)  formerly  in  a  distinguished  legal 
situaion  in  Ireland.  That  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  so  far  as  I  waf  enabled 
to  collect  the  tendency  of  his  speech,  after 
balancing  some  time  the  arguments  in  fa* 
rour  of  concession,  with  those  for  resist- 
ance to  the  Catholic  claims,  deckled,  in 
the  end,  for  continued  resistancei  on  the 
gnmnd  that  nothing  could  be  done  by 
parliament,  until  you  were  previously  as- 
sared  of  the  good  and  peaceable  dispo- 
sition of  the  Catholics.  Where  is  the 
agreement,  he  asked,  between  the  right 
hon.  morer  of  this  question  and  the  Ca- 
tholic body  ?  Where  the  assurance  that 
the  conditions,  which  it  may  be  thought 
right  to  annex  to  any  boon,  which  parlia- 
ment may  be  disposed  to  grant,  will  be 
complied  with  ?  The  answer  to  this  argu* 
nent  sorely  has  been  giren  so  often,  that 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  repeat  it.  An 
^^^gensent  must  begin  somewhere. 
Will  yoii  not  rather  begin  on  that  aide 
which  has  aatbority  to  g)rant»  and  to  en* 


force  the  conditions  of  its  grant,  if  neeaiK 
sary,  than  with  that  which,  b^iag  com- 
posed of  persons  not  competent,  to  bind 
each  other,  has  no  legitimate  organ  through 
which  its  GoUectire  seutto  can  be  spoken, 
or  by  which  any  engagement  can  bo 
taken,  in  iu  behalf  ?  Let  parliamf^nt  enacts 
and  the  Catholics  must  obey  ;  but  to  call 
upon  any  portion  of  the  Catholic  body  to 
answer  for  the  rest  beforehand,  as  to  what 
points  they  will  be  willing  to  compromise^ 
is  plainly  and  wilfully  to  lead  them  into  a 
difficulty,  I  do  not  say  with  the  hope,  bnt 
I  must  say  with  the  almost  certainty  of 
their  not  being  able  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  it.  How  is  the  Catholic  will 
to  be  collected  ?  By  a  general  meeting  ? 
Physically  impossible.  By  delegated  re* 
presentation  ?«-That  you  have,  and  pro- 
perly, put  down.  You  have  no  resource, 
therefore,  but  to  legislate  for  them :  and 
the  perpetual  recurrence  to  the  question, 
what  will  the  Catholics  agree  to?  ap« 
pears  to  me  scarcely  more  unjustifiable,  aa 
applied  to  the  Catholics,  than  mistaken 
as  applied  to  the  practice  of  the  constitn* 
tion. 

From  this  topic  the  right  hon.  gentlenma 
diverged  into  a  history  of  the  penal  lawa 
against  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  not  with* 
out  some  occasional  expressions  whick 
might,  by  an  uncandid  hearer,  have  been 
interpreted,  if  not  as  conveying  an  appro* 
bation  of  these  laws,  at  least  as  suggesting 
an  apology  for  them.  Among  other  points^ 
the  familiar  assertion,  that  they  are  coeval 
with  the  Revolution,  was  not  forgotten ; 
an  assertion  certainly  not  employed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  support  the 
conclusioni  that  they  ought  therefore  to 
have  been  retained  in  their  full  vigour,  yet 
as  certainly  implying  and  conveving  a  no- 
tion of  unwillingness  too  hastily  to  part 
with  any  portion  of  them. 

First,  however,  this  system  of  laws  (aa 
has  often  been  sufficiently  shewn)  was  not 
altogether  contemporary  with  the  Revoln* 
tion.  It  was  the  work  of  four  successive 
reigns.  Secondly,  laws  which  were  re- 
quisite to  guard  an  elected  and  a  childless 
monarch  against  a  dethroned  rival,  a  rival 
h«>lding  fast  the  affections  of  his  former 
Catholic  subjects ;  and  not  of  his  Catholic 
subjects  only  ;  (for  were  there  no  church- 
men  Jacobites?)  laws,  I  say,  which  might 
be  justifiable  in  such  circumstances,  cao 
they  be  stated  to  be  therefore  necessary 
now  r— Look  at  the  throe  following  reignsj 
during  which  the  system  grew.  To  that 
of  king  WiUiam,  childless,  as  I  teve  said^ 
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and  a  foreigner^  sacceeded  queen  Anne ; 
herself  chil<ne88  also,  and  so  fayonrable  (as 
was  supposed)  to  the  restoration  of  her 
exiled  family  9  tbatit  might  well  be  thought 
necessary  by  her  parliaments  to  guard  the 
succession  to  the  crown  against  her  own 
wishes,  no  less  than  against  the  machina- 
tions of  rebellion  and  foreign  power. 
George  1  was  a  stranger ;  and  a  stranger 
might  be  excused  if  he  imbibed  the  jea- 
lousiei,  and  adopted  the  system  of  that 
class  of  his  subjects  to  whom  he  owed  his 
tbronci  if  he  sanctioned  and  countenanced 
severities,  which  they  represented  as  ne- 
cessary, against  those  whom  he  was  taught 
to  consider  as  his  irreconcilable  enemies. 
The  res  dura^  ci  r€gni  noviias,  might  pal* 
liate,  if  it  could  not  excuse  auch  a  policy, 
during  such  a  reign.  But  if  we  excuse 
that  policy,  we  surely  do  not  therefore 
wish  to  perpetuate  it :  nor  would  we  re- 
new^  if  it  were  in  our  power,  in  the  present 
times,  the  maxims,  which  guided  the  con- 
duct of  a  monarch,  who,  whaterer  were 
his  great  or  amiable  qualities,  had  the 
misfortune,  incident  to  the  slate  of  things 
in  which  he  lived,  of  being  the  king  of  but 
half  his  people.  0/  the  reign  of  Georse 
2,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  wit- 
nessed one  most  formidable  explosion  of 
rebellion,  arising  not  from  speculative  or 
religious  differences,  indeed,  nut  from  that 
attachment  to  a  banished  dynasty,  with 
which  the  Roman  Catholics  of  these  realms 
were  held  to  be  particularly  infected.  It 
is  not  unnatural  that,  in  the  course  of  a 
reign  so  disturbed,  laws  enacted  against 
this  specific  mischief  should  not  hav^  been 
repealed  nor  softened ;  should  have  been 
maintained  rather,  and  enforced  in  all 
their  rigour. 

But  the  establishment  of  the  Protestant 
succession  is  surely  now  in  no  danger.  The 
tender  plant  might  require  to  be  fenced 
smd  protected  :  but  It  hu  now  struck  its 
roots  deep  into  the  soil,  and  its  branches 
0¥er-canopy  the  land.  Such  a  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  this  kingdom,  and  of 
the  world,  justifies  and  requires  a  corres- 
ponding change  of  policy.  Not  only  are 
not  the  same  dangers  now  in  active  ope- 
ration ;  bat  they  are  extinguished,  past 
the  power,  or  wit,  or  malice  of  man  to  re- 
▼ive.  The  hand  of  death  has  crushed  the 
political  part  of  those  dangers,  the  rival 
and  banished  dynasty;  and  therewith  has 
dissevered,  for  ever,  the  ill-omened  union  of 
treason  and  religion.  You  enacted  these 
laws^  not  on  account  of  faith,  but  onaccount 
u  Was  it  against  transobstantiac 


tion?  No  such  thing:  but  transubstantis- 
tion  wss  the  symbol  of  a  creed  in  politics, 
as  well  as  in  religion,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  overturn  the  established  govern- 
ment and  constitution.  To  continue  these 
enactments  against  transubstantiation, 
when  it  is  no  longer  the  symbol  of  dan- 
gerous politics,  is  as  absurd  as  if,  having 
had  occasion  to  advertise  a  mnaway  felon, 
and  to  describe  him  by  his  re^  hair,  yon 
should  thereaf^  forget  that  it  was  the  ft- 
lony  which  constituted  the  crime,  and 
should,  in  all  time  to  come,  consider  red 
hair  as  a  capital  offence. 

Among  those  who,  without  being  Curly 
for  a  repeal  at  any  time,  are  yet  not  for 
maintaining  all  things  which  remain  in  the 
Catholic  code  precisely  and  unalterably 
as  they  are,  I  was  surprised,  and  not  a 
little  delighted,  to  find  this  night,  I  think 
for  the  first  time,  my  right  hon.  and  learn- 
ed friend  (sir  William  Scott)  the  member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford.  My  right 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  not  only  begs  to 
be  understood  as  by  no  means  saying,  that 
no  time  may  come,  that  no  possible  case 
may  occur,  in  which  he  might  agree  to 
further  concessions  to  the  Catholics ;  hot 
he  has  gone  much  farther,  «and  confess^ 
ed  that  there  are  many  things,  in  the 
penal  code,  which  appear  to  him  to  be 
beyond  the  necessity  of  the  case  as  it  now 
exists,  and  which  might  even  now  be 
pared  down  with  advantage  to  the  coon- 
try.  I  hail  the  omen  of  this  most  unex- 
pected, thik  most  gratifying  admission. 
When  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagb)  aod 
other  hononrable  members  have  express- 
ed their  apprehension  that  the  going  into 
a  committee  might  only  be  productive  of 
disappointment, — forasmuch  as  they  de« 
spaired  of  being  able  to  come  out  of  the 
committee,  not  only  with  any  satisfactory 
arrangement,  but  even  with  any  approxi- 
mation to  a  better  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  conflicting  parties,  with  any 
indication,  howeyer  remote,  of  softened  as« 
perity,  or  growing  good  will,»-how  little 
did  they  expect  that  this  debate  would  e:^ 
hibit,  in  the  person  of  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  so  distinguished  a  convert  to 
the  cause  of  Catholic  emancipation !  One 
who,  in  consistency  with  his  own  argu- 
ments this  night,  must  be  prepared,  not 
only  to  consent  to,  but  himself  to  propose 
many  important  relaxations;  many  inno* 
vationa  in  the  Catholic  code,  such  asbot  a 
few  weeks  ago  would  have  been  resisted 
to  the  uttermost,  if  proposed  by  persons 
ayowedly  friendly  to  the  CathoUc  caose . 
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That  learned  and  eminenfc  uoiversity,  of 
which  my  right  hon.  and  learned  friend  is 
at  once  the  representative  and  the  orna- 
ment, will  assuredly  receive  with  the  most 
lively  satisfaction  the  account  which  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  will  send  them  to- 
morrow of  the  part  which  he  has  taken 
in  this  night's  debate,  and  has  determined 
to  take  in  the  comipittee ;  and«  with  what- 
ever apprehensions  they  may  hitherto 
have  regarded  the  progress  of  the  present 
measure,  assuredly  that  apprehension  will 
subside,  when  they  find  tlkat  many  of  the 
relaxations  which  are  to  be  proposed,  per- 
haps most  of  those,  which  will  be  finally 
carried,  are  to  originate  with  that  learned 
and  excellent  person  to  whose  hands  their 
interests  are  so  properly  confided. 

My  right  hon.  and  learned  friend  stands 
thus  about  midway  between  the  class  of 
temporary  opposers,  and  that  of  those 
who  would  never  concede  any  thing  more. 
According  to  this  last  class,  the  extension 
of  an^  priyileges  whatever  to  the  Catho- 
lics IS  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution.  If  this  b&  true— how  shall 
we  excuse  the  rashness  of  which  we  have 
already  been  guilty,  in  admitting  them  to 
the  b^ !  in  allowing  them  to  become 
aubaltemi  in  the  army!  What  mischief 
haye  we  not  hazarded  by  permitting  them 
to  come  thus  within  reach  of  the  vital  parts 
of  the  constitution,— of  its  legal  system, 
and  of  its  military  force, — with  no  other 
security  for  their  good  behaviour  in  trusts 
of  such  delicacy  and  under  opportunities 
of  such  temptation  to  do— I  know  not  pre- 
cisely what  indeed— than  their  oaths! 
Oaths  which,  as  the  same  persons  contend, 
convey  no  siecurity  at  all ! 

The  Catholic,  it  seems,*  holds  no  faith 
with  heretics :  he  disregards  the  sanctity 
of  the  most  solemn  obligation ;  or  uses  it 
only  as  a  snare  for  entrapping  the  unwary 
Protestant  into  a  reliance  which  he  may 
aAerwards  betray.  It  has  been  asked,  in- 
deed, by  persons  of  a  less  jealous  and  wary 
disposition,  "  What  would  you  -have  the 
Ciitholics  do  to  prove  their  s^icerity  ? 
They  die  in  your  defence.'' — Aye — that's 
their  hypocrisy !— Sir,  I  confess  I  know  of 
no  argument  which  can  avail  against  rea- 
soning like  this. 

Happily  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  or 
for  others  who  take  the  part  which  I  take 
in  this  debate,  to  explam  and  justify  the 
policy  bv  which  the  Catholics  haye  been 
admitted  to  the  privileges  which  they 
now  enjoy.  That  is  done.  That  is  now 
the  constitution.    Let  those  who  quarrel 


with  it  propose  to  mend  it  in  their  own 
sense ;  and  then  we  shall  have  their  view 
of  the  subject  fairly  before  us. 

But  when,  in  consequence  of  the  privi- 
leges already  conceded  to  them,  the  Ca« 
thoiics  are  held  out  as  traitorous  and  un- 
grateful, because  they  sigh  for  what  is  still 
withholden,  it  may  surely  be  saidi— not  ia 
recommendation  of  the  policy  of  granting 
their  wish,  but  in  justification  of  them  for 
entertaining  it,  that  they  live  among  those 
who  enjoy  higher  privileges  from  which 
they  are  tbems^ves  excluded  ; — that  to 
consider  such  exclusion  as  the  stamp  of 
degradation,  is  human  nature ;-— and  that, 
provided  the  further  participation  in  the 
privileges  of  their  fellow  subjects  be  asked 
m  a  becoming  manner,  we  surely  need 
not  resent  the  request,  thouffh  we  may 
determine,  as  best  suits  our  views  of  the 
just  interests  of  the  whole  community, 
when,  and  in  what  proportion,  and  with 
what  qualifications  we  shall  grant  it. 

Above  all  things,  let  us  avoid  a  harsh, 
insolting,  irritating  language  :  let  us  avoid 
it  on  our  side,  to  discourage  it  on  the 
other.  Much  injury  is  done  to  the  causa 
of  either  party  by  mischievous  advocates. 
The  blame  of  this  sort  of  mischief  doea 
not  rest  entirely  with  the  Catholics.  I 
would  it  did.  But,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  controversy,  there  have  not  been 
wanting  es^amples,  which  I  wish  had  not 
been  afforded,  to  justify^K>r — (justify 
they  cannot)— to  excite  and  keep  alive 
the  intemperance  of  the  Catholic  dema* 
gogoes.  Societies  are  formed  in  this  me- 
tropolis for  disseminating  the  most  absurd 
misrepresentations  with  respect  to  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  anonymous  letters  from  Limeric; 
—histories  of  serving  maids  turned  off  on 
account  of  their  religion ; — such  trash  and 
trumpery,  in  short,  as  never  before  waa 
brought  forward  in  aid  of  any  solemn  dis- 
cussion, or  in  support  bf  any  righteous 
cause.  Take  a  few  specimens  <h  these 
publications.— (Mr.  Canning  here  read 
several  extracts  from  the  publications  in 
question,  but  concluded  with  saying)^- 
Sir,  I  am  ashamed  to  dwell  upon  such 
stuff.  I  should  be  sorry  that  my  citation 
of  them  in  this  place  should  prolong  their 
ephemeral  existence.  Were  their  vigour 
proportioned  to  their  venom,  they  might 
poison  society^  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
and  render  altogether  incurable  the  dif- 
ferences, which  unhappily  exist  between 
the  different  classes  of  the  community. 
But  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  them  after 
this  night's  debate,  and  after  this  night's 
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tote,  which  will  shew,  I  trust,  how  little 
congenial  is  the  temper  of  these  pablica* 
tions  and  their  ind iters,  to  that  in  which 
Ih6  British  House  of  Commons  is  proceed- 
ing to  legislate  for  Uie  peace  and  strength 
of  the  empire. 

Some  gentlemen  have  adverted,  in  the 
coarse  of  this  debate,  to  the  language  of 
many  of  the  petitions  against  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  have  censured  in  grave 
terms  the  activity  of  the  clergy  in  procor* 
ing  and  forwarding  such  petitions.  I  am 
not  of  their  opinion,  so»far  as  relates  to 
tho  clergy.  Ill  language,  and  strange 
and  distorted  reasonings,  indeed  cannot 
be  defended  by  any  authority  or  sanc- 
tified by  any  names;  and  the  House  will 
of  course  take  the  several  petitions  for 
what  they  are  intrinsically  worth,  and  for 
no  more.  But  the  clergy,  I  think,  are 
unjustly  blamed  for  their  activity.  I  dif- 
fer from  them  indeed  entirely  as  to  any 
apprehension  of  danger  to  the  establish- 
ment, from  the  temperate  and  guarded 
concession  of  civil  privileges  to  our  Ca- 
Uiolic  fellow  subjects ;  but  I  do  not  think 
the  worse  of  them  for  feeling  and  exhi- 
biting even  exaggerated  and  groundless 
alarm,  upon  any  thing  affecting,  in  their 
conscientious  opinion,  the  safety  or  well- 
being  of  the  church.  It  is  their  duty  to 
take  such  an  alarm  on  the  slightest  indi- 
cation of  danger.  Nothing  can  be  more 
idle  than  to  imagine  that  any  class  or  de- 
acription  of  men  will  see  what  they  con* 
ceive  their  righu  or  interests  invaded,  or 
€ven  approached,  without  feeling  sensi- 
bly^—I  might  say  sensitively, — the  ap- 
proximation of  the  innovating  hand.  Not 
m  canal  or  a  turnpike  bill  passes  this  House 
without  experiencing,  in  its  progress,  the 
impediment  of  conflicting  interests  ;  and 
to  reconcile  such  interesu  in  great  things 
and  in  small  is  one  main  function  of  this 
House.  The  constitution  itself,  practi- 
cally perfect  as  it  is,  is  one  great  system 
of  checks  and  balances,*  apparently  and 
theoretically  counteracting,  in  effect  con- 
trolling, each  other.  To  maintain  the 
peculiar  privileges  of  that  class  to  which 
we  especially  belong,  is  the  natural  im- 
pulse of  passion,  as  well  as,  perhaps,  the 
safest  rule  of  duty.  And  shall  we  cast 
blame  on  tho.^  who  are  the  guardians  of 
the  temple*— the  sworn  depositaries  of 
that  vestal  fire  which  enlightens  and  pu- 
rifies, and  consecrates  the  civil  constitu- 
tion of  the  state — if  they  manifest  a  more 
than  ordinary  jealousy,  and  rise  up  with 
more»   perhaps^  than  a  necessary  zeal. 
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against  the  very  shadow  of  a  danger— if 
they  watch  with  trembling  anxiety  orer  a 
charge  so  precious  and  so  holy  ?  I  acquit 
the  clergy,  then,  as  a  body,  of  the  blaae 
which  has  been  thrown  upon  them :  hot 
I  could  wish,  at  the  same  time,  that  they 
would  consider  with  how  good  an  effect 
they  might  set  an  example  of  mildnetf 
and  charity  in  the  controversy,  in  which, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  they  may  not  be 
able  to  abstain  altogeiher  from  engaging. 
They  stand  upon  the  vantage  ground,  sod 
in  proportion  as  they  approach  the  nearest 
to  the  true  and  evangelical  system  of  reli* 
gion,  they  may,  with  the  least  basard  of 
sacrificing  any  part  of  its  true  interest^ 
be  forbearing  towards  those  who  are  in 
error : 

'  Toque  prior,  to  paroe,  genos  qoi  docis  Olympo.' 
It  is  not  in  exception,  or  derogation  to 
this  general  apology  for  the  clergy,  that 
I  mention  a  tract  which  has  been  pat  into 
my  hands  this  morning,  in  answer  to  t 
letter  published  by  a  respecubie  Roman 
Catholic  gentleman,  whose  name  and  high 
professional  character  (Mr.  Butler)  are 
probably  known  to  many  gentlemen  who 
hear  me.  His  answerer  is/  I  have  no 
doubt,  a  gentleman  of  equal  respecuhi- 
lity ;  and,  evidently,  upon  the  face  of  bii 
work, 'a  scholar  of  no  inconsiderable  at- 
tainments, and  a  divipe  of  the  purest  prin* 
ciples.  I  refer  to  his  work,  and  to  Mn 
Butler's,  as  perhaps  the  two  least  excep- 
tionable, on  their  respective  sides,  to  shew 
how  liable  even  the  best  men  are  to  be 
run  away  with  by  the  zeal  of  controvcnyi 
and  to  be  betrayed  into  modes  of  reason- 
ing, and  into  harshnesses  of  expresiion 
which,  in  calmer  momenu,  they  can 
hardly  fail  to  regret.  The  answerer  be- 
gins, by  charging  Mr.  Butler  with  "t 
material  ia^;>remo  reri,  which,''  says  the 
reverend  wriier, "is,  as  Mr.  Butler knowSi 
almost  as  bad  as  a  su^geuio  faUV  Noir 
here  are  pretty  strong  terms,  and  such  a> 
any  gentleman  will  probably  allow  ooght 
not  to  be  used,  unless  they  can  be  bom^ 
out  by  pretty  strong  facu.  "  Mr.  Botler 
(says  his  anUgonisi)  begins,  by  stating  to 
you  the  resolution  of  the  late  Hooise  of 
Commons  passed  last  session,  statingi  that 
it  would  take  into  consideration  the  Iswi 
affecting  the  Komftn  Catholics,  with  a  tie* 
to  such  final  conciliatory  adjustment  ■• 
might  be  conducive  to  the  peace  an* 
strength  of  the  united  kingdom,  to  th« 
staoility  of  the  Protestant  establishment, 
and  to  the  genera)  satisfaction  sd<I  <^^^ 
cord  of  all  classes  of  bu  Majesty's  it^ 
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jectB.  Now  (pfXKrecds  the  answerer), 
what  Mr.  Botler  forgot  to  mention  it, 
flnt,  that  this  reso1otion»  which  was  car* 
ried  in  the  House  of  Cbmmuns  by  no  rery 
Ivge  majority,  when  proposed  in  the 
Honse  of  Lords,  was  rejected."  So  says 
tfie  answerer.  Far  be  it  firom  me  to  apply 
to  him.  or  to  any  other  respectable  man, 
Ihe  charge  of  '  suppressing  truth/  or 
'  sagg^stiog  falsehood/  But  that  at  the 
fery  moment  when  he  was  preferring 
against  another  the  charge  of '  suggesting 
Ikiaehood/  he  should  himself  speak  of  the 
majority,  by  which  the  resolution  of 
last  sesaion  was  carried  in  the  House  of 
Commont,  as  '  no  very  large  majority' — 
a  majority  of  *  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nfne,'— a  majority,  as  every  man  at  all 
obserrant  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House 
well  knows,  of  very  unusual  magnitude  ;— 
Ibac  at  the  very  moment  of  accusing  ano- 
ther of  suppressing  truth,  he  should  state 
the  rejection  of  that  resolution  by  the 
Moose  of  Lords,  as  more  than  coonieH)a- 
lancing  this  majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  sink,  at  the  same  time,  the 
material  fact,  that  it  was  rejected  only  by 
the  smallest  of  all  conceiyable  majorities, 
«— a  majority  of  one  proxy; — these  are 
oreriights  which  plainly  shew  that  there 
most  be  something  so  blinding  in  Contro- 
verstal  zeal,  as  to  mislead  even  the  most 
ingenuous  minds  into  accusations  and  as- 
aerttons  very  ill  assorted  with  each  other. 

A  little  onward  I  find  another  instance 
of  that  quick  perception  of  the  error  of  an 
antagonist,  and  that  unconsciousness  of 
one^fl  own,  which  characterizes  disputa- 
tiooB  controversy.  Mr.  Butler  has,  it; 
seems,  attempted  a  *•  set-off''  of  Protestant 
against  Catholic  persecutions :— -an  onjus- 
tinahleand  unprofitable  mode  of  argument, 
I  admit;  and  to  be  discountenanced  with 
all  the  mdignation  which  his  adversary 
properly  expresses  against  it.  But  is  it 
not  wiitmsical  that,  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  vehemence  of  that  indignation,  the 
adversary  should  not  be  able  to  refrain 
from  falling  into  the  very  fault  which  he 
was  reprehending?  Mr.  Butler  states, 
that  "  Servetos  was  burned  by  Calvin/ 
The  fiict,  I  am  afraid,  is  true.  The  infe* 
rence  (if  Mr.  Botler  intend  such  an  tnfe- 
rence)  of  a  '•  set*off "  would  be  unjustifi- 
able. Bnt  how  does  the  answerer  treat 
this  argument  ?  «« Would  not  Servetus 
have  been  burned  (says  he)  if  he  had  re* 
mained  iff  Spain  ?'*  As  if  the  bolt  of  this 
horrible  murder  had  lain,  not  in  the  cruelty 
of  the  persecutors,  but  in  the  pecnliarly 
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combustible  nature  of  the  victim !  Surely 
it  iff  not  thus  that  Mr.  Butler's  practice  of 
"  set-offi"  is  to  be  exposed  and  brought  to 
shame! 

These,  I  say.  Sir,  are  instances  which 
shew  how  much  the  best  and  ablest  of 
men  deceive  themselves,  when  their  pas* 
sions  and  prejudices  are  called  into  activi- 
ty, by  an  honest,  though  mistaken  zeal, 
for,  what  they  may  think,  the  vital  into* 
rests  of  the  establishment,  to  which  they 
belong.  And  when  I  speak  of  interest, 
let  me  not  be  supposed  to  mean  that  sor* 
did  species  of  interest,  which  I  have  heard 
attributed  to  the  clergy,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  as  if  they  were  alive  only  to 
the  emoluments  and  dignities  ofthe  church, 
and  not  solicitous  about  its  purity  of  doc* 
trine,  and  sober  excellence  of  discipline. 
I  acquit  them,  from  my  heart,  of  motives 
and  feelings  so  unworthy  of  their  high 
trust  and  catling.  I  believe  them  to  be 
actuated  by  the  purest  zeal :  and  I  quar« 
rel  not  with  any  accidental  intemperance, 
in  their  expression  of  it,  however  much  I 
may  regret  and  would  discourage  that  in- 
temperance for  the  sake  of  public  exam* 
pie,  and  of  the  public  peace. 

I  confess,  however,  that  I  am  not  quite 
so  indulgent  to  all  classes  of  petitioners 
who  have  thought  proper  to  come  forward 
upon  this  occasion.  Among  others  there 
is  one  much  relied  on  by  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  friend  (sir  M^.  Scott),  the  pe- 
tition presented  by  the  descendants  of  the 
French  Protestant  Refugees.  This  petitioa 
mighC  I  think,  have  been  spared  :  it  might 
have  been  more  becoming,  in  these  per* 
sons,  to  have  acted  as  if,  schooled  by  per* 
secution,  they  had  learnt  mercy ;  as  it  the 
recollection  of  the  sufferings  of  their  an- 
cestors had  inclined  them  rather  to  protest 
against  the  principle  of  civil  disabilitiea 
on  account  of  religious  difierences,  thaa 
to  come  forward  the .  warmest  and  most 
eager  advocates  of  that  exclusion  and 
those  penalties,  when  inflicted  upon  others^ 
which  their  ancestors  had  found  so  de« 
grading  and  intolerable,  when  inflicted 
upon  themselves.  My  right  hon.  friend 
was  led,  by  this  petition,  to  allude  to 
some  former  speeches  of  mine,  in  which  I 
referred  to  the  edict  of  Nantz.— The  edict, 
of  Nant^  he  admiu  to  have  been  a  well- 
intended  attempt,  but  a  most  misguided 
one,  he  seems  also  to  think,  to  quiet  reli- 
gious animosities  by  political  concession  s 
and.  he  says  that  after  a  short  trial  fa 
trial  of  near  a  century)  it  was  repealed^ 
What  then  did  France  gain  by  the  ^^"'^ 


^A 


1050J  HOUSE  OF  X^OMMONS,      Mr.  GratUaC$  MoRmfor  a  Cammiiee      [H)69 


of  Nantz?  says  my  rigbi  hon.  friond. 
What  did  France  gaio.  say  I»  by  there* 
i^ocation  of  it  ?  She  lost  by  that  revoca- 
tion upwards  of  800,000  of  her  most  indus- 
trious citizens ; — she  lost  her  most  skilful 
artizans  aod  mechanics — a  loss,  impo- 
verishing France  even  almost  up  to  our 
day ;  and  turning  proportionally  to  the 
advantage  of  every  country>  in  which  the 
exiles  found  an  asylum.  This  country, 
among  others^  has  profiled  by  the  acces- 
sion of  skill  and  inauslry,  which  the  refu« 
gees  brought  witb  them — by  every  thing 
except  their  passions  and  their  prejudices, 
which  I  wish  sincerely  they  had  left  be- 
hind them.  We  do'not  grudge  them,  nor 
their  descendants,  the  protection  which  this 
country  has  afforded  them.     Let  them  not 

trudge  to  us  the  maintenance  of  quiet  and 
armony  among  ourselves.  Let  them  not 
revenge  on  this  nation,  by  stirring  up  and 
inflaming  bitter  animosities  here,  the  in- 
juries which  they  have  inherited  from 
France ;  and  the  consequences  of  which 
have  made  them  Englishmen. 

There  is  only  another  petition.  Sir,  to 
which  I  think  it  necessary  particularly  to 
advert.  A  few  evenings  ago,  we  saw  the 
lord  mayor  of  Dublin,  for  the  first  time 
since  the  Union,  at  our  bar ;  claiming  the 
same  privileges  of  audience  which  are  en- 
joyed by  the  sheriffs  of  London.  Proper- 
ly as  well  as  courteously,  this  House  re- 
ceived him  with  all  the  ceremony,  which 
he  desired.  Why  did-  this  venerable  per- 
son approach  us  with  this  state  and  for- 
mality? Why  were  we,  now,  for  the 
first  time,  honoured  by  his  appearance, 
robed  in  all  the  pomp  of  ofiice?  On  what 
great  and  glorious  victory  did  he  come  to 
congratulate  us,  and  to  join  the  voice  of 
Dublin  to  the  acclamations  of  this  country  ? 
What  grand  local  improvement  in  the  in- 
ternal state  and  condition  of  the  metropolis 
of  Ireland,  or  of  Ireland  itself,  did  he  come 
Ito  announce,  or  to  recommend  ?  None  of 
all  these  causes  brought  him  to  your  bar. 
He  comes  to  check  the  growing  liberality 
of  this  House  to  his  Catholic  countrymen. 
He  comes  with  a  petition  from  the  corpora- 
tion of  Dublin  to  exclude  their  Catholicbre- 
thren  from  the  franchises  of  the  constitution. 
But  is  this  his  only  purpose  ?  or  does  he 
approach  us  with  one  hand  only  full  ?  No", 
Sir,  while,  in  his  right  hand,  he  wa\es  the 
prohibitory  scroll  which  is  to  exorcise  the 
Roman  Catholic  from  the  pale  of  the 
state,  with  the  other  he  tenders  a  petition 
against  .the  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Down  with  monopoly  in 
trade;  butKve  the  monopoly  or  power! 


Sir,  it  would  have  been  most  edifying 
to  hear  that  debate,  in  the  corporation  of 
Dublin,  in  which  these  two  petitions  were 
proposed  and  agreed  upon.  It  would 
have  been  curious  to  behold  the  counte- 
nances of  the  orators,  who,  in  one  and 
the  same  sitting,  advanced  and  enforced 
claims  so  opposite,  in  their  fundamental 
^principles,  to  each  other.  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  how  they  coold  travel,  with  a 
grave  face,  from  their  animating  exordium 
in  favour  of  general  liberty,  of  equal 
rights  to  citizens  of  the  same  country,  aod 
subjects  of  the  same  king  ;  from  their  dis- 
sertation on  the  ii\justice  of  exclusion  aud 
the  odiousness  of  monopoly,  to  the  hi- 
forked  inference— therefore  let  us  petition 
to  be  admitted  into  a  free  participation  of 
the  East  India  company's  trade,  and  there- 
fore let  us  petition  for  the  continued  ex- 
clusion of  Catholics  from  the  state.  The 
two  petitions  which  were  the  subject  of 
this  contemporaneous  decision,  must  have 
be^n  80  mixed  up  in  the  minds  of  the 
orators,  that  they  would  insensibly  he  led 
to  defend  their  policy,  on  the  one,  by  the 
arguments  of  their  antagonists  on  the 
other,  and  to  strengthen  their  case  against 
the  Catholics  with  topics  borrowed  from 
the  Court  of  Directors.  "  The  Catholia 
(they  would  say)  are  already  admiitedf  ai 
far  as  they  can  safely  be  admitted,  into 
the  commerce  and  intercourse  of  the  state. 
Admit  them  farther, — allow  them  to  pene- 
trate into  the  interior  of  the  constitution,— 
and  there  is  no  saying  what  disturbances 
they  will  excite,  what  ravages  they  will 
perpetrate.  The  corporation  of  Dublin  is 
a  chartered  company :  and  charters  are 
serious  things.  We  will  not  take  our 
charter  again,  if  Catholics  are  permitted 
to  approach  our  hall :  and'  then,  where 
will  you  get  another  Dublin  corporation  ? 
There  are,  indeed,  some  losing  ^ranches  of 
trade*  such  as  rates  and  taxes,  which  we 
will  freely  throw  open  to  our  Catholic 
brethren :  but  power  and  profit  are  oor 
exclusive  privileges;  emolument  ma&tbe 
sacred  from  the  inroads  of  ad  venturer! ; 
and  office  is  the  very  China  of  the  consti- 
tution !" 

Those,  Sir,  who  object  to  any  alteration 
at  any  time  in  the  laws  affecting  the  R^ 
man  Catholics,  who  contend  that  weoQgl|| 
to  remain  precisely  at  the  point  at  wbicn 
we  have  arrived,  must,  in  consistency,  call 
upon  us  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  revert 
to  the  original  policy  on  which  these  l»w* 
were  framed.  The  miserable  remnaDt  o« 
the  system,  composed  as  it  is  of  sbreo» 
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and  patches  wholly  without  order  or  rela- 
tion to  each  other,  can  never  satisfy  those 
who  really  think  eiiective  coercion  neces- 
•ary  ;  who  admire,  in  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors,  that  active  intolerance  and  ri- 
gorous persecution,  which  kept  down  the 
Catholic  by  keeping  down  the  man;  which 
checked  the  course  of  bad  politics,  bv 
stunting  national  prosperity,  and  prohi* 
biting  the  growth  of  population.  They 
must  be  aware  how  utterly  inefficacious 
the  present  state  of  the  laws  is,  compared 
with  that  from  which  it  has  degenerated  ; 
and  however  they  may  suppress  the  fond 
exclamation,  they  must,  in  secret,  sigh 
for  the  return  of  those  times,  when  the 
brand  of  Catholic  disability  was  flagrant 
and  unmitigated ;  to  tbe  infinite  assu- 
rance and  comfort  of  every  friend  of  Pro- 
testant superiority.  The  time  is  come 
when  these  wishes  may  be  breathed  aloud. 
The  House  of  Commons  has  admitted,  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  that  the  present 
state  of  the  Catholic  laws  requires  exami- 
nation. This  examination  will  probably 
tend  to  establish  the  opinion  that  they 
cannot  continue  as  they  are.  But  what 
then }  May  not  the  remedy  be  to  go 
back  rather  than  forward  ?  And  why, 
therefore,  do  the  resisters  of  concession 
throw  away  the  chance  which  a  com- 
mittee affords  them  of  bringing  their  fa* 
vourite  system  into  action?  Let  them 
agree  in  the  present  motion  to  fulfil  the 
pledge  of  the  last  House  of  Commons  by 
going  into  a  committee ;  and  who  knows 
but  we  may  come  out  of  that  committee 
with  a  resolution,  that  the  ancient  laws 
against  the  Roman  Catholics  ought  to  be 
revived  and  enforced  ?  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  last  session 
speaks  of  a  **  conciliatory"  adjustment ; 
but  the  enemies  of  concession  may,  per- 
haps, be  able  to  shew,  in  the  committee, 
that  the  course  of  conciliation  is  retro, 
gade;  and  that  pure  and'mutual  content- 
ment are  only  to  be  arrived  at  through 
final  depression  on  the  one  part,  and  re- 
stored and  continaed  ascendancy  on  the 
other. 

It  Is  one  of  the  main  arguments  against 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  the  committee, 
that  they  are  not  all  agreed  as  to  the  plan 
to  be  proposed  in  it.  Frobably  not.  Bat 
if  we  are  agreed  only  on  one  poiutg — ^the 
litter  absurdity  of  the  laws  in  question  in 
their  present  state, — we  are  sufficiently 
agreea  for  this  first  step  of  going  into  a 
committee  to  consider  of  them.  And 
aaoDg  all  those  who  agree  that  it  is  expe- 


dient to  remove  the  disabilities,  civil  and 
military,  under  which  the  Catholics  still 
labobr,  so  far  as  they  can  be  removed  con« 
sistently  with  the  most  perfect  and  entire 
security  to  the  Protestant  succession  and 
Protestant  establishment,  there  is  a  suffi- 
ciently plain  broad  ground  of  concur- 
rence. 

It  has  been  asked,  will  you,  then,  in  the 

Sreamble  to  your  Bill,  re-enact  the  Bill  of 
Lights,  and  the  other  fundamental  statutes 
on  which  our  Protestant  establishment 
rests  ?  Is  that  your  boasted  security  ?  Sir, 
I  do  not  understand  the  right  hon^  gen- 
tleman to  whom  this  question  is  thus 
tauntingly  addressed,  to  have  said  so.  I 
understood  him,  in  anticipation  of  the 
usual  quotation  from  the  Bill  of  Rights  by 
another  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke) 
to  say,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  recite 
the  Bill  of  Rights  word  for  word  from  his 
Bill,  in  order  to  record  his  sense,  and  the 
sense  of  parliament,  of  the  perpetuity  of 
the  Protestant  establishment,  if  it  were 
supposed  that  his  measure  could  bring  the 
Protestant  establishment  into  question. 
Had  he  not  declared  himself  ready  to  do 
this,  would  he  not  have  been  taunted  for 
the  omission,  and  would  it  not  have  been 
very  probable  that  words  to  this  very  ef- 
fect, of  re-affirming  the  Bill  of  Rights,  ^c. 
would  have  been  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment ? 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Grattan) 
as  I  understand  him,  proposes  to  obtain  a 
resolution  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  authorizing  him  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 
In  no  other  way  (as  you.  Sir,  1  am  confi- 
dent, will  state,  if  necessary)  can  a  Bill  oa 
such  a  subject  properly  originate.  In  thia 
Bill  the  right  hon.  gentleman  will  state 
precisely  the  further  concessions  wtiich  he 
conceives  it  just  and  politic  lo  extend  to 
the  Catholics,  and  the  securities  with 
which  he  deems  it  necessary  to  accom* 
pany  the  grant.  It  will  then  be  open  for 
other  gentlemen  to  suggest  such  altera- 
tions and  amendments  as  they  think  right, 
either  to  perfect  this  great  work  in  the 
sense  of  its  author,  or  to  add  to,  or  limit, 
the  original  design.  For  my  own  part,  I 
consider  myself  as  technically  pledged 
by  my  vote  of  this  night  no  further  than 
merely  to  the  entering  into  a  committee. 
But  I  can  have  no  difficulty  in  declaring 
that  I  go  into  that  committee  prepared  to 
agree  to  a  recognition  of  the  general  prin"- 
ciple  which  I  have  just  stated,  that  it  is 
expedient  to  remove  Catholic  disabilities 
10  far  ai  that  caa  be  done  consistently  ^ 
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with  Protestant  security ;— I  should  rather 
sayi  perhaps,  for  the  correct  expression  of 
my  own  particular  views,  to  remove  them 
for  the  express  purpose  of  making  the 
whole  fabric  of  our  establishments  more 
secure.  But  I  do  not  consider  myself  aa 
in  any  degree  pledged  to  particular  de- 
tails. 

After  the  general  principle  shall  have 
been  affirmed,  there  will,  no  doubt,  be 
many  shades  of  difference  to  reconcile, 
even  among  persons  who  approach  the 
nearest  to  each  other  ip  opinion.  The 
Tight  hon.  mover  and  myself,  for  instance, 
aet  out  with  a  general  concurrence  as  to 
the  ereat  object,  but  with  some  difference 
of  views  as  to  the  means  of  iis  accom- 
plishment; he,  actuated  (I  may  say  so, 
without  offence)  by  prejudices  of  the  best 
and  most  honourable  kind,  prejudices 
arising  from  personal  acquaintance  and 
long  established  reciprocal  regard,  in  fa- 
irour  of  those  whose  cause  be  has  so 
atrenuously  and  so  perseveringly  pleaded; 
I  am  favourable  (no  man  more  so,  not  the 
Tight  hon.  gentleman  himselO  to  the  final 
settlement  of  this  important  question,  but 
not  feeling  nor  pretending  to  feel  for  the 
claims  of  the  Catnolics,  with  the  partiality 
of  a  partisan.  Anxious,  indeed,  I  am, 
most  sincerely  anxious  to  admit  them  to 
the  franchises  of  the  constitution,  to  see 
them  take  their  place  among  their  fellow- 
subjects  without  distinction,  without  dis- 
favour, but  thus  anxious,  I  fairly  own,  oot 
for  the  sake  of  their  peculiar  interests,  but 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community. 
Such  differences  as  these  are  not  irrecon- 
cilable where  there  is  a  cordial  agreement 
on  the  fundamental  point.  We  may  dif- 
fer, we  ma^  by  possibility  even  divide 
against  each  other  on  points  of  minor  de- 
tail, upon  an  office  more  or  less  to  be  ex- 
cepted, upon  a  condition  more  or  less  to 
be  imposed ;  but  such  accidental  dif- 
ference, even  if  pushed  to  the  extent  of 
a  division,  would  oot  affect  our  general 
fundamental  concurrence  in  principle; 
and  will  not  afford  (let  them  be  assured) 
any  chance  of  triumph  to  those  common 
adversaries  of  the  question,  who  ground 
their  expectation  of  success  on  the  dissen- 
sion of  its  advocates. 

My  hon.  friend  opposite  to  me  (Mr* 
Bankes)  has  called  upon  me  to  state,  at 
once  and  in  particular  detail,  all  my 
▼iews  and  opinions,  my  limits  of  concession, 
and  my  notions  of  security,  on  the  pre- 
sent suge  of  the  proceeding.  With  all 
4lue  deference  to  my  hon.  friend,  I  do  not 


think  that  this  is  the  time,  nor,  to  speak 
fairly,  do  I  think  that  he  is  the  person  to 
call  upon  me' for  such  a  disclosure*  Had 
my  hon.  friend  declared  bis  own  vote  to 
be  suspended  until  he  should  hear  my 
plan,  there  might  be  some  temptation  held 
out  to  me  to  do  what  would  be,  in  other 
respects,  imprudent  and  ill-timed,  lor  the 
chance  of  obtaining  his  individual  but 
powerful  support.  But  my  hon.  friend 
has  already  declared  his  vote  to  be  per- 
fectly decided  ;  and  has  moreover  gives 
the  House  to  understand  that  he  is  pretty 
well  aware  of  the  nature  of  my  plans.  On 
what  possible  ground  then  does  he  call 
upon  me  to  state  them  prematurely  ?  Is  it 
to  justify  his  vote  against  myself?  I  da 
not  admit  thaf  the  statement  which  he  calls 
for  would  have  that  effect :  but  as  I  am 
sure,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  cannot 
have  the  effect  of  dratwing  his  vote  back, 
I  shall,  «?ith  bis  permission,  choose  my 
own  time  for  that  statement. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  and  indii* 
creet  to  go  into  such  details  at  this  su^ 
of  the  business :  presumptuoas,  because  till 
the  general  principle  is  settled,  it  would 
be  an  unpardonable  waste  of  the  time  of 
the  House  to  obtrude  my  particular  no* 
tions  upon  their  attention :  but  indiscreet 
in  the  highest  degree,  after  the  experience 
which  we  have  had  in  the  case  of  the 
Veto,  which  was  utterly  lost  by  premature 
disclosure.  I  have  very  little  doubt,  that 
if  that  suggestion  had  been  kept  back  un- 
til a  resolution  to  make  some  concession 
to  the  Catholics  had  passed  this  House, 
and  that  the  concessions,  and  the  pro- 
posed security  of  the  Veto,  had  then  been 
oflfered  simultaneously,  the  offer  would 
have  been  thankfully  accepted.  By  pre- 
mature disclosure  and  angry  discassion— • 
angry,  because  unqualified  by  any  hint  or 
expectation  of  a  conciliatory  arrangement, 
the  Veto  was  blown  upon,  and  condemned 
before  it  was  well  understood :  and  is  now 
become  so  unpopular  that  it  would  make 
concession  itself  unacceptable.  Perhaps 
I  do  not  regret  this  quite  so  much  as  the 
noble  lord,  (Castlereagh)  and  others  seem 
to  do,  because  the  more  I  reflect  upon  the 
Veto,  the  less  I  am  satisfied  of  iu  bene* 

w  * 

ficial  tendency  ;  and  the  more  I  bbi  la* 
dined  to  apprehend  that  there  would  hftv* 
been  foona  to  be  great  practical  objections 
to  it:  objections  not  so  much  on  the  Cs* 
tholic,  as  on  the  Protestant  side  of  the 
question.  But  good  or .  bad,  it  has  beea 
lost  by  premature  discussion.  And  wbea 
my  hoQ.  friend  calls  opon  M  to  W^^ 
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oQt,  io  tbe  taaie  iiiaiui«r»  wbAUi?er  plans 
I  may  have  ia  my  miad««— to  be  censored, 
by  some  as  inefFeciualj  by  oUiers  as  ep- 
preisive;  to  be  miscooceiTed,  io  short, 
and  misrepresented  in  all  sorts  of  ways, 
until  they  are  rendered  wholly  unpalata- 
ble»  and,  of  consequence,  wholly  im- 
practicable, he  invites  me  to  err,  in  the 
Tery  teeth  of  recent  experience ;  and  in* 
atead  of  forwarding  the  work  of  concilia- 
tion, to  opea  new  sources  of  disunion,  aa^ 
give  new  hold  to  the  eneoMea  of  the  set- 
tlement at  which  we  aim. 

I  am  called  upon  to  state  the  seciaritias 
which  I  think  necessary  and  sufficieot.  I 
answer— do  you  state  the  dangers  yoo  ap- 
prehend. This  ie  surely  the  natural  order 
ot  tbe  argaaient.  But,  when  1  say  this, 
do  not  let  ne  be  understood  as  retorting 
the  taunt  of  our  antagonists ;  as  meaning 
to  defy  them  to  state  any  dangers ;  or  as 
iotending  to  insinuate,  that  I  do  not  really 
think  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  securities 
requisite.  I  do  think  securities  for  the 
Protestant  eitablishments  iadispensible. 
I  also  think  them  not  difficult  to  be  de- 
vised. But,  again  1  sey  when  called  upon 
to  state  their  nature  and  limits,  I  cannot 
anawer  yen  satisfactorily,  because  I  cannot 
asisweryou intelligibly,  without  previously 
aecertaining  your  ide^ui  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  dangers. 

Is  it  the  power  of  the  Pope  that  frightens 
you  ?  b  it  that  he  is  in  the  hands  of  Buo* 
oapart^?— Is  it  that  the  spiritual  power  of 
the  Bonan  see  is  to  be  united  with  |he 
military  power  of  France  against  us ;  and 
that  England  will  be  not  only  blockaded, 
but  excommunicated  ?  What  Uien  ?  There 
is  one  small  circumstance,  which  robs  this 
threat  of  half  its  terrors;-*it  is  this,— we 
are  excommunicated  already;  and  have 
been  so  for  some  time  pasu^I  believe 
ever  since  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 
And  as  to  the  secular  arm»  I  en  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  how  Buonaparte  can  be  more 
fully  and  determinedly  against  us  than  he 
is,  or  how  he  can  extend  or  aggravate  his 
heetilitv.  Is  it  that  the  Pope,  under  Buo- 
naparte's direction,  will  bestir  himself 
vfith  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland, 
and  will  influence  them  against  this  conn-* 
try :  In  God's  name,  are  they  not  equally 
espoaed  to  such  influence,  as  things  now 
etand?  and  ia  not  their  influence  over 
their  flocks  more  formidable,  in  proper- 
tien  to  the  prevalence  of  discontent  and 
diasatisfiction  among  them  ? 

From  external  we  come  to  inlemal 
duA|en»    Wb^)d  yw  admit  Soman  Ca* 
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tholics  into  power  to  so  unlimited  a  degree, 
as  to  suffer  them  to  regulate  the  concern 
of  Protestants  even  in  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters ?  There  is  no  difficulty  that  I  see  in 
answering  this  question  distinctly.  The 
answer  is,  **  Certainly  not/'  A  clear  and 
positive  quaJification  to  this  effect,  is  pre- 
cisely one  of  those  which  I  should  myself 
propose  to  introduce  into  the  Bill,  if  I  did 
not  (which,  however,  1  dare  say  I  shall) 
find  it  there.  AU  ecclesiastical  offices,  all 
offices  connected  with  the  ecclesiastical 
courts  must  be  excepted  from  those  which 
are  thrown  open  by  the  Bill.  Would  you 
give  a  Catholic  the  custody  of  the  great 
seal,  and  thereby  make  him  keeper  of  the 
Protestant  king's  conscience?  AgaHH 
speaking  for  myself,  my  own  opinion,  I 
answer  "  No."  This  would  be  another  of 
the  exemptions  which  I  should  eertainly 
propose  in  the  Bill.  I  should  except  also 
the  lord  lietHenancy  of  Ireland.  I  should 
except,  perhaps^  the  office  of  commander 
in  chief.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating 
these  opinions  now.  I  sbail  be  perfectly 
ready  to  discuss  them  when  the  occaaien 
comes. 

Then  says  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes)» 
and  he  thinks  he  has  me  in  a  dilemma, 
"  What  will  yoo  do  with  the  Test  Ad?"  If 
I  answer  "  mthing ;"  then,  I  soppoae  he 
anticipates  exclamations  against  my  incon* 
sistencv:  If  I  say,  "Repeal  it"— then  what 
alarm  for  the  church  ?  But  1  am  not  daunted 
by  either  of  these  opposite  dffiouliies.  I 
answer  distinctly  thus  :«-The  temper  and 
practice  of  the  British  constitution  is  to  re* 
dreu  practical  grievance,  but  not  to  nrn 
after  theoretical  perfection.  It  loves  to 
set  the  subjects  of  the  realm  at  ease  in 
point  of  conscience,  and  it  abhors  prac« 
tical  oppression  ;  but  it  cares  little  who* 
ther  the  theory  of  every  part  of  its  system 
squares  exactly  with  that  of  every  other 
part.  Now,  if  a  motion  were  made  to« 
morrow,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  Act,  my 
first  inquiry  would  be,  <*  Is  there  any 
practical  grievance  resulting  from  its  exis- 
tence ?" — my  second,  •*  U  there  any  con* 
siderable  or  ceruin evil  to  be  apprehended* 
from  making  the  change  ?"  And  if  the 
answer  to  the  first  of  these  questions  should 
be  in  the  negative,  and  to  the  second  in 
the  affirmative,  I  should  not  then  bn 
tempted  to  incur  the  certain  haxard,  for 
the  sake  not  of  doing  a  good,  but  of  euiw 
ing  an  unsightliness  or  an  anomaly.  Prove 
to  me  that  neither  tbe  Roman  Catholic 
nor  tbe  state  sufier  any  detriment  from  the  • 
iMie  new  in  being;  and  it  ia  net  their 
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mere  harsh  soond,  or  their  mere  deformity 
^  in  the  page  of  oar  slatate  book,  that  should 
indace  me  to  urge  their  repeal,  against 
the  feelings  of  many  worthy  and  excellent 
men.  Prove  to  me  that  the  dissenters  do 
practically  suffer  great  inconvenience  and 
injustice,  and  it  is  not  the  mere  name  of 
the  Test  Act,  that  should  stand  in  the  way 
of  their  relief.  But  I  would  not  wantonly 
offend  even  the  prejudices  of  the  church  ; 
nor  itould  I  risk  the  great  practical  good 
which  I  think  I  may  obtain,  for  the  sake 
of  doing  every  thing  upon  system,  Limi- 
tation,  exception,  qualification,  compro^ 
mise,  are  not  peculiar  to  this  business ; 
they  enter  into  all  the  business  of  human 
life,  they  controul  and  modify  all  human 
transactions.  To  do  the  greatest  possible 
good  with  the  least  possible  harm  is,  after 
all  our  endeavours,  the  nearest  approach 
that  we  can  hope  to  make  towards  perfec* 
tion.  Let  us,  therefore,  go  into,  the  com- 
mittee, with  a  sincere  disposition  to  do  all 
in  our  power  to  conciliate  our  Catholic 
fellow'Subjects,  without  sacrificing  to  their 
interest,  the  interests  of  other  portions  of 
the  community;  with  a  view  not  to  partial 
kindness,  but  to  public  good.  It  would 
be,  indeed,  quite  visionary  to  expect,  that 
we  should  meet  with  no  obstruction  in  our 
progress,  from  feelings  in  various  quarters 
which  cannot,  perhaps  be  entirely  satis, 
fied,  from  conflicting  opinions  which  can 
neither  be  wholly  admitted  nor  wholly  set 
aside.  We  must  do  the  best  we  can; 
and  I  have  little  fear  of  any  serious  impe- 
dioient  from  differences  upon  detail,  pro- 
vided the  vote  of  this  night  shall  establish 
the  general  principle  of  the  measure. 

You. dread  foreign  influence,  arising 
from  the  correspondence  with  the  see  of 
Rome.  A  grave,  a  real  source  of  just 
solicitude.  But  first  I  ask,  "  does  this 
correspondence  exist  now?"  If  it  does, 
then  there  is  no  justice  in  bringing  it  as  an 
argupient  arising  from  any  thing  now  pro- 
posed to  be  done.  On  the  contrary,  that 
correspondence  between  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  and  the  Catholic 
.clergy  does  now  go  on,  has  gone  on  for 
years,  and  you,  the  opposers  of  this  mea- 
sure, do  not  pretend  to  suggest  any  means 
of  controuling  it.  What  if  I  should  pro- 
pose»  in  this  Bill,  to  place  it  nnder  proper 
controul ;  would  not  such  an  arrangement 
strengthen  instead  of  repairing  the  security 
of  the  constitution?  Would  it  not  be 
safer  to  have  that  intercouvt  carried  on 
avowedly,  but  under  inspection  and  super- 
intendence, which  is  now  carried  o»— 


illegally  to  be  sure— but  in  fact  carried 
on,  in  secret;  unacknowledged  indeed, 
but  uncontrouled  ? 

I  repeat  it,  I  do  not  affect  to  think  lightly 
of  the  importance,  of  providing  against 
those  dangers  which  might  be  appre- 
hended as  likely  or  possible  to  arise  out  of 
a  grant  of  new  privileges  to  the  Catholics. 
I  respect  the  honest  prejudices  of  the  Pro- 
testant mind ;  but  gentlemen  must  not  set 
down  to  the  account  of  the  measure  now 
in  agitation,  not  only  the  dangers  which 
they  '  a|5prehend  •  in  prospect,  but  those 
which  actually  exist  at  the  present  moment. 
Far  from  wishing  to  check>  or  to  circum- 
scribe the  examination  of  these  stated 
dangers,  I  am  anxious  to  explore  them 
thoroughly ;  I  am  anxious  4o  carry  the 
torch  of  discussion  into  all  the  remotest 
chambers  of  this  haunted  edifice,  and  to 
pursue  into  its  inmost  recesses  these  phan- 
toms of  peril,  till  they  disperse  and  vanish 
before  "the  light. 

The  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Piunket),  to  whose  speech  I  have  be- 
fore alluded  with  the  praise  which  it  de- 
servea^  suggested  a  notion  of  passing  the 
Bill,  provisionally,  or  rather  conditionally ; 
of  enacting  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
shall  take  effect  only  on  the  happening  of 
certain  contingencies.  I  cannot  say  that 
there  is  no  case  to  which  1  might  think 
that  proceeding  properly  applicable.  I 
should  certainly  much  prefer  it  to  the  sog- 
gestion  of  the  noble  lord  Castlereagb,  of 
deferring  to  legislate  at  all,  until  commu- 
nication should  have  been  previously  had 
with  the  Pope,  and  something  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  Concordat  established  between 
his  holiness  and  this  government.  To  that 
plan — to  the  plan  of  consulting  the  Pop« 
at  all,— 4>f  negotiating  with  himi  with  s 
foreign  power,  on  behalf  of  a  portion  ot 
the  subjects  of  this  crown,  I  object  de- 
cidedly. Great  mischiefs  too,  I  thin*, 
would  arise  from  now  forbearing  to  reduce 
our  projects  (be  they  what  they  may)  jO^ 
the  shape  of  a  Bill.  Hope  on  the  one  sidei 
and  fear  on  the  other  side,  will  be  busy  m 
exaggeration  during  the  period  of  ^^^^ 
tainty.  I  am  therefore  desirous  that  tne 
measure  should  be  as  early  as  possible  d^- 
fore  the  country,  in  a  definite  shape  t  .  * 
they  may  have  somethiag  capable  ^^-^^Jfj 
seen,  felt,  touched  and  handled,  y  *" 
Bill  cannot  (for  any  reason)  pws  »»J?  • 
law  this  year,  then  I  think  that  •^^^^^ 
between  the  propositions  of  the  right  do  j 

and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  '^^^^^^Vl^t^ 
of  the  nobloTord  (Casaeretgb),iroaW  V^ 
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hapfr  be  desirable.  The  Bill  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  the  right  hon.  mover  might, 
after  the  second  reading,  be  filled  up,pft»« 
format  in  a  committee,  and  then  be  per- 
mitted to  lie  over  til^' another  session. 
Bot  of  these  points  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
jodge,  till  we  shall'  hare  made  some  pro- 
l^ess  in  the  work,  to  which  we  are  now 
(I  hope)  approaching.  Come  what  will, 
I  am  convinced  that  we  shall  never  have 
occasion  to  regret  any  step  which  we  may 
take  in  fuIBIment  of  the  promise  of  the 
last  House  of  Commons,  so  much  as  we 
ahoold  the  rejection  of  a  measure,  on  which 
the  attention  and  anxiety  of  the  public 
have  been  suspended  for  so  many  years  ; 
which  there  is  now  no  impediment  to  our 
entertaining*  and  which  our  predecessors 
in  this  House  solemnly  pledged  themselves 
to  entertain. 

Sir,  the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt  having  been 
introduced  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Tomline),  who  spoke  early  in  this  de- 
bate, and  who  is  in  every  way  entitled  to 
the  courtesy  of  this  House,  i  cannot  pass 
it  over  in  silence.  The  hon.  gentleman,  a 
young  member  of  parliament,  commenced 
bis  first  address  to  us  in  a  manner  rather 
extraordinary,  by  stating,  that  he  nose  to 
aei  the  House  right,  in  regard  to  a  fact ;— . 
a  fact  certainly  not  within  his  own  me- 
mory or  knowledge,  and  upon  which, 
therefore,  he  could  only  set  us  right, 
either  by  adducing  some  other  authority 
in  support  of  his  version  of  it,  or  by  rea- 
soning. He  quoted  no  other  authority; 
and  his  reasoning  was  this,— that,  as  Mr. 
Pitt  had  not  latterly  thought  it  right  to 
bring  forward  the  Catholic  question,  he 
therefore  most  have  changed  hie  opinion 
upon  it.  Now  this  argument  might  pos- 
sibly have  weight  some  centuries  hence, 
provided  no  records  or  recollection  re- 
mained of  any  of  the  circumstances  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  last  administration ;  bot  at  pre- 
sent, while  there  are  so  many  even  in  this 
House  who  had  the  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing that  great  stateman  declare  his  own 
reasons  for  the  abstinence  which  he  un- 
doubtedly practised  in  respect  to  the  Ca- 
tholic question,  the  conclusion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
meet  with  an  implicit  acquiescence.  On 
the  14th  of  May  1805,  Mr.  Pitt  delivered, 
in  this  House,  his  then  opinions  and  wishes 
OD  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  to  the  franchises  of  the  con- 
atitntion*  I  have  once  before  had  occa- 
fion  to  quote  them  in  this  House,  when 
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against  his  opinion.  The  record  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
pretty  faithful.  lam  sure -the  substance 
IS  correct. 

"  I^thought  (said  Mr.  Pitt)  that  sach 
concessions  to  his  Majesty's  Roman  Ca» 
tholic  subjects  might  have  been  granted, 
by  an  united  parliament,  under  such 
guards  and  securities  for  our  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical constitution,  as  would  entirely 
remove  the  danger  which  many  appre- 
hend might  arise  from  so  great  "^a'depar- 
ture  from  the  policy  of  former  times ;  as 
would  render  the  boon  safe  to  the  coun- 
try, effectual  to  those  who  received,  inno* 
cent  to  those  by  whom  it  was  conferred, 
and  conducive  to  the  strength,  unanimity 
and  prosperity  of  the  empire.  Such  were 
my  sentiments  formerly ;  such  are  they 
now ;  if,  from  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances it  were  expedient  now  to  grant/ 
those  concessions;  and  if  by  a  wish  I 
could  carry  ^uch  a  measure  into  effect,  I 
am  ready  to  confess  that  I  see  no  rational 
objection  to  it." 

These  words,  these  memorable  words, 
are  not  to  be  efliiced  from  the  minds  and 
the  hearts  of  those  who  heard  them  by 
any  reasoning ;  nor  will  it  be  pf^stended 
I  think,  that  between  the  day  on  which 
these  words  were  uttered,  tne  14th  of 
May»  1 805,  and  the  day  of  Mr.  Pitt's  la- 
mented death,  any  thing  had  happened 
whith  could  work  so  fundamental  a 
change  in  his  opinion  as  the  hon.  member 
assumed  to  have  taken  place  in  it  between 
his  first  and  second  administration.  But 
if  such  were  at  the  period  to  which  I  have 
referred,  if  such  continued  to  the  very  end 
of  his  life*  Mr.  Pitt's  opinions  upon  this 
great  subject,  he  was  (says  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman) wholly  unprovided  with  any  meant 
of  carrying  those  opinions  into  efl^t.  He 
had  no  plan.  Here  again  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman speaks  not  from  authority,  bot  ar- 
gumentatively ;  and  his  argument  d^ 
serves  particular  notice  for  its  ingenuity. 
Mr.  Pitt  it  seems  had  no  plan, — for  iMr. 
Pitt  did  not  tx>mmunicate  his  plan  to  lord 
Eldon.  The  syllogism  runs  thus — ^Etery 
plan  for  setthn^  the  Catholic  question 
most  be  communicated,  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor; Mr.  Pitt  did  not  communicate 
any  such  plan  to  the  Lord  Chancellor; 
fir^,  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  such  plan.  I  will  ad- 
mit the  minor  proposition  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman pleases ;  butne^ofMriiwi/or.  I  will 
allow  that  Mr.  Pitt  made  no  sueh'  com- 
munication to  lord  Eldon,   the   avowed 


his  authority  was  once  before  quoted  I  enemy  of  Mr.  Pitt's  known  viewa  of  this 
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(|iM8tioa ;  but  I  oUerly  deny  that  it  ww 
iacambent  on  Mr.  Pitt  to  make  any  such 
commonicatfon ;  or  thai  his  not  making 
it  warrants  the  hon.  gent.'s  conclnsioD. 

In  tratb,  Sir,  every  man  who  heart  me 
knows^-Hi  is  notorious  to  m\\  the  worlds — 
whelwas  the  impediment  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
pnrsoing  his  own  Tiews  of  this  question. 
Whether  he  did  right  in  yieldins  to  that 
impediment  or  not«  is  a  point  which  has 
b^n  orer  aod  over  again  discussed  in  this 
Hoose,  and  which  I  will  not  weary  the 
House  with  re-debating  at  present.  I 
think  he  was  right  in  that  forbearance*  I 
have  acted  myself  on  the  same  principle 
of  forbearance  since  his  death*  But  the 
impedimant  is  in  force  no  longer ;  and  I 
hvre  in  my  own  mind  the  most  perfect 
conviction  not  only  that  Mr.  Pitt  never 
changed  his  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
fundamentally,  that  he  considered  that 
opinion  as  suspended,  not  abandoned; 
and  that  had  he  been  now  happily  alive, 
he  would  now  have  been  pursuing  the 
course  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  pursue 
on  this  occasion*  This,  I  sav,  is  my  own 
conviction^  I  do  not  pretemi  to  state  it  as 
my  knowledge*  I  ask  no  deference  to 
any  presomed  authority  of  mine  on  this 
point  I  stand  on  Mr.  Pitt's 'recorded 
words,  compared  with  his  known  conduct; 
known  to  all  who  either  were  otmtempo* 
rary  with  him  in  this  House,  or  who  have 
traced  the  history  of  his  public  and  par- 
liamentary life. 

•I  have  now.  Sir,  little  (iirther  with  which 
to,  detain  the  House.  In  Toting  for'the 
committee,  with  a  view  to  the  calm,  deli-- 
baratCi  and  dispassionate  consideration  of 
this  greatquestion,  I  fulfil  not  only  my  own 
sense  of  pliblic  doty,  but  I  verily  believe 
the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  community^, 
even  as  expressed  in  the  petitions  upon 
yoar  table.  Of  those  petitions  many  pray 
that  the*emancipatton  (as  it  is  improperly 
called)  of  the  Catholics,  may  not  be  an* 
coaditionalJ  I  agree  with  those  peti- 
tioners.. Some  pray  for  the  interference' 
of  the  legislatore  for  the  final  settlement 
of  the  dispute.  I  would  grant  the  prayer 
of  those  petitiemera  also.  Even  to  those 
whese  petitions  are  drawn  up  in  hosdNty 
to  the  grant  of  fresh  coocessioos,  I  siiy, 
'*  we  must  go  into  a  committee  even  to 
OMcaie  vour  paipose  folly  anid  saiisfoc- 
torily.  It  oannot  be  behoved  that*  any 
thing  short  of  ar^elibevate  docision  aW 
foil  discussion  will  settle  aquesiiottso  hmg 
in  dispnte." 

Bat  teaida  lbeiMmerant>elMonerrwte 


hsrve  interfered  with  their  prayera  or  their 
advice,  consider  how  much  larger  a  body 
/»of  the  people  have  not  interfered  at 
aN  !  What  must  their  sense  of  the  matter 
be  supposed  to  be  ?  Obviously,  that  they 
rest  satisfied  with  the  last  determination  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  And  what  wu 
that  last  determination  ?  It  is  recorded  in 
the  resolution  of  June  1819.  The  whole 
church  of  Scotland  have  been  qofescent 
on  the  subject,  with  the  exception  df  the 
presbytery  of  Glasgow,  which,  after  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  petitioning  ott  tbe 
subject,  decided  not  to  do  so.  Tnos,  m 
that  country,  where,  a  century  ago,  king 
William  was  obliged  to  take  an  oath  to 
extirpate  the  Roman  Catholics, not  a  voite 
is  now  to  be  heard  in  hostility  to  their 
being  admitted  to  a  just  participatien  df 
the  constitution. 

I  vote  therefore  for  going  into  the  com- 
mittee, in  compliance  with  the  prayet^  of 
the  petitioners,  who  almost  generally  eon* 
cur  in  praying  for  some  final  decision ;  in 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  those  whose 
very  'silence  implies  their  expectatiOD, 
their  contented  expectation,  that  we'shonld 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  6f  this 
question  in  the  manner  and  with  the  f  lesf 
prescribed  and  recorded  by  the  last  House 
of  Commons ;  but  neither  should  I  be  »' 
tisfied  to  give  this  vote  in  conformity  to 
the  inclinations  of  however  large  a  majo- 
rity  of  the  people,  if  I  were  not  consclen- 
tiousiy  convinced,  at  the  same  time,  that 
by  doing  so'  I  best  consult  the  real  ana 
permanent  interests  of  the  Brithh  em- 
pire* 

After  Mr.  Canning  had  sat  down,  a  very 
great  uproar  arose,  and  cries  of  "  ^'***' 
tion,  question/'  resounded  from  erery 
corner  of  the  House.  Mr.  Bathorst  rcmajn- 
ed  on  his  legs  for  some  time,  and  all  b^ 
endeavours  to  obtain  a  hearing  were  met- 
fectual.  A  motion  for  adjournment  was 
made  by  Mr.  Ryder  and  seconded :  hw 
on  the  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Poosonby  (d* 
motion  was  withdrawn,  and  order  beiog 
restored : 

Mr.  AiiAiirsf  proceeded.  Htrti»\^^ 
the  House  of  the  mamier  in  i^hieh  this 
quMtion  was  carried  in  the '  lait  ye»  J"^ 
that  it  was  done  In  the  confident  expe^^"* 
tion,  in  which  he  certaraly  had  net  con^ 
carred,  that  such  an  arrangement  mtgD 
hare  been'  nmde  with  the  CathoHc  tfooj, 
as  would  have  enabled  the  vrotoowr^^ 
thaaneasore  to  bring  forward  iwtbtfjr^ 
siani  a  weH^^Mgasted  plan,  motoefly  ^^ 
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factory^  of  concession,  guarded  by  secori- 
tiea.  The  proposed  Bill,  which  had  been 
opened  by  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  con- 
tained a  sweeping  repeal  of  all  restrictions; 
but  not  a  word  was  said  of  the  securities 
which  were  to  be  substituted ;  yet  it  had 
been  admitted,  by  a  right  hon.  member, 
(Mr.  Plunket)  who  had  eloquently  sup^ 
ported  the  motion,  that  some  regulations 
were  necessary ;  particularly  with  respect 
to  the  interference  of  the  Pope,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  bishops.  He  would  ask, 
what  probability  there  was  that  any  regu- 
lations would  be  submitted  to  by  the  Ca- 
tholics? An  hon.  general  (Mathew) 
who  be  believed  was  as  likely  to  know 
the  sentiments  of  the  Catholics,  had 
ridiculed  the  idea,  and  had  claimed  for 
them>  on  the  ground  of  right,  a  full  admis- 
sion to  all  the  offices  of  the  state.  He 
complained,  that  there  was  a  great  mis- 
conception as  to  the  mode  in  which  this 
question  was  brought  forward.  It  was  cer- 
tainly true,  that  such  a  question,  affecting 
the  national  religion,  must  be  considered 
in  a  committee ;  but  he  appealed  to  the 
practice  of  the  House  on  former  occasions, 
particularly  when  the  relief  from  certain 
penal  statutes  was  first  granted  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, to  shew  thai  the  petition  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  Bill  was  first  made,  and 
then  that  motion  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, in  which  the  nature  and  object  of 
that  Bill  were  fully  discussed  and  examin- 
ed. Whereas,  by  the  present  mode,  the 
House  fvas  led  on  in  the  dark  to  give  its 
countenance  to  measures,  which,  if  ex- 
plained in  detail,  it  would  never  have 
sanctioned.  He  adverted  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  interference  of  the  clergy  had 
been  treated,  and  contended  there  was  no 
body  of  men  whose  opinions  would  so  na- 
turally be  expected,  or  to  which  greater 
deference  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  Grattan  made  a  very  brief  reply. 
He  said,  that  in  all  the  speeches  which  had 
been  made  against  his  motion,  the  speakers 
bad  entered  into  a  detail  which  was  not 
sanctioned  by  the  nature  of  the  motioti. 
The  reason  of  which  was,  that  they  wished 
to  go  into  the  consideration  of  minute  arti- 
cles, in  order  to  avoid  the  principle  which 
they  could  not  justly  oppose.  He  had  spoken 
with  respect  of  the  petitions,  and  therefore 
it  was  ridiculous  to  say  that  he  had  done 
otherwise.  One  argument  was,  that  the 
oath  which  excluded  Roman  Catholics 
from  parliament  was  a  part  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights ;  and,  of  course,  that  when  they 
shoald  be  admitted,  part  of  that  Bill  would 
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be  repealed.  In  answer  to  this,  he  said, 
that  the  oath  alluded  to  was  provisional, 
and  not  fundamental ;  and  to  .prove  this 
he  quoted  the  authority  of  parliament  in 
the-  time  of  queen  Anne. 

The  House  divided  at  four  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  morning. 

For  Mr.  Grattan's  Motion 26'^ 

Against  it •...  224 

Majority.... — iO 

List  of  ihe  MtiQmiy. 
Abercrorabj,  hon.  G.      Cowper,  boo.  E.  S. 


Creevey,  T. 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Daly,  rt.  bon.  D.  B. 
Dillon,  boo.  H.  A. 
Dundas,  G. 


Abercromby,  hon.  J 

Abercromby,  Rt. 

Acland,  sir  T.  D. 

Althorp,  viscount 

Aostruther,  sir  J. 

Arbnthnot,  rt.  bon.  C*    Dundas,  bon.  L. 

Astley,  sir  J.  DuDcaouoQ,  vise. 

Atberley,  A. 

Aubrey,  sir  J. 

Babiogton,  T. 

Bagwell,  rt.  hon.  W. 

Barham,  J.  F. 


Baring,  A. 
Bamud,  lord 
Benoet,  bon.  H.  G. 
Bircb,  Jos. 
Blacbford,  B.  P. 
Bowyer,  sir  G. 


Doveton,  G. 

Dougk8,bon.F.S.X. 
Desart,  earl  of 
Douglas,  W. 
Doufflas,  W.  R.  K. 
Duolop,  gen. 
Evelyn,  L. 
Elliot,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Ellis,  C.  R. 
Ebrington,  vise. 
Ellison,  C. 


Bradsbaw,  bon.  A.  C.    Fellowes,  bon.  N. 
Brand,  bon.  T.  Ferguson,  R.  C. 

Bective,  earl 
Brooke,  lord 
Brooke,  C. 
Browne,  rt.  bon.  D. 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  R.  D. 
Bnller,  sir  E. 


Bnller,  A. 
Buller,  C. 
Bordett,  sir  F. 
Benson,  R. 
Best,  W.  D. 
BluDdell,  col. 
Broadhead.H.T. 
Broen,  H. 
Canning,  rt  bon.  G. 
Canning,  G. 
Calvert,  N. 
Calvert,  C. 
Carew,  R.  S. 
Coltborst,  sir  N. 
Coote,  sir  E. 
Coorteoay,  W. 
Courtenay,  T.  P. 
Calcraft,J. 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Castlereagb,  vise 
Cavendish,  lord  G« 
Cavendish,  H. 
Chalooer,  R. 
Cocks,  hon.  J.  8. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  E. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
(SZ) 


Fitzgerald,  U  tf . 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  bon.  M. 
Fitzgerald,  rl.  hon.  W. 
Fitzgerald,  A. 
Flood,  sir  F. 
Fitzroy,  lord  C. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Foley,  T. 
Folkes,  sir  M.  B. 
Forbes,  viscount 
Fawoett,  H. 
Foster,  F.  J.  H. 
Foster,  A. 
Frankland,  W. 
Fremantle,  W.  H. 
French,  A.     ^ 
Findlay,  K. 
Gaskell,  B. 
Gordon,  R. 
Gower,  earl 
Goiver,  lord  G.  L. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Grant,  C.jun. 
Grattan,  rt.  hon.  H« 
Greenbill,  R.  ' 

Gren(ell,  P. 
Grosvenor,  gen. 
Graham,  8. 
Guise,  sir  W.  B. 
Hanbuiy,  W. 
Hamroerslejr,  H. 
Hippesley,  sir  J.  G. 
Barvey,  O. 
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Ueallicote,  sir  Q. 
Horniiy,  E. 
Home,  \V. 
Halsev,  Jos. 
tiamirtoD,  lord  A. 
Hamilton,  sir  H; 
Hamilton,  Hans 
Harcourt,  J. 
Holm^,  R.  F.  W. 
Hart,  gen.  G.  V. 
Hawthorne,  G.  S. 
Herbert,*  H.  A. 
Heroo,  sir  R. 
.  HoltorJ,  G.  P. 
Hon  V  man,  B.  B. 
HuskissoD,  W. 
Hobhouse,  sir  B.    ^ 
Howbrd,  hon.  W. 
Hogarth,  H. 
Hughes,  W.L. 
Hurst,  R. 
Jeukinson,  C. 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wedncsdttjf,  March  S, 

Ths  Prircess  of  Wales.]  Mr.  Whii- 
bread,  as  he  saw  an  hon.  gentleman  in  his 
place,  who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion 
for  to«morrow»  wished  to  ask  him  whether, 
under  the  circumstance  that  happened 
since  his  notice^  of  the  Letter  addressed  by 
her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales« 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  he  still  persist- 
ed in  his  intention  of  bringing  forward 
the  motion  ? 

Mr.  C(icAirofi€  Johnstone  repHqdj  that  he 
saw  .nothing,  in  what  had  occurred,  to  alter 
his  view  of  the  subject.  It  was  .his  firdi 
intention*  therefore,  to  bring  forward  his 
motion  to«morrow. 

Mr.  Vansitt/uit's  New  Plak  op  Ff- 
NANCB.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House 
to  resolve  itielf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  Finances 
of  Great  Britain;  and  that  the  several  Ac- 
counts of  the  National  Debt  and  of  the 
pro«luce  of  the  Consolidated  Fond  and 
War  Taxes,  be  referred  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee. The  House  having  resolved  it- 
self into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Hawthorne  in 
the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  <^  the  Exchequer  ad- 
dressed him  to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Hawthorne ;  after  the  long  and  la- 
borious atteiition  which  for  several  nights 
past  the  Hotise  baa  bestowed  on  a  subject 
of  the  greatest  importance,  1  should  be 
unwilling  to  bring  under  its  consideration 
any  question  likely  to  lead  to  a  consider- 
able kngtk  of  diicanion;  bal  wbateftr 
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difTerences  of  opinion  may  hereafter  ariie 
upon  the  important  subject  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct  its  attention,  I  flatter  myself  that 
the  course  of  proceeding  which  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  suggest,  will  meet  with  general 
concurrence.  It  is  not  my  intention  this 
evening  to  call  for  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  upon  any  question  which  I 
may  propose,  but  having  explained  my 

fenerai  view  of  the  subject  as  clearly  as 
may  be  able,  to  recommend  that  the 
further  discussion  should  be  adjourned  to 
a  future  day«  when  the  House  may  come 
to  a  decision  with  further  information 
and  more  mature  judgment.  On  another 
point  I  equally  anticipate  the  general  ap- 
probation of  the  Committee^  namely,  m 
bringing  under  consideration  the  intended 
measures  of  Finance,  before  any  of  the 
pecuniary  arrangements  of  the  year  are 
concluded,  in  order  that  all  parties  who 
may  enter  into  any  agreements  with  the 
government  may  form  their  bargains 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circom- 
stances  of  the  case»  and  that  the  scra- 
poloas  good  faith  and  plain  dealing  in 
pecuniary  transactions  which  ha«  been  so 
long  the  honour  of  this  country  may  be 
strictly  observed. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  a  discussion  took  place  upon 
the  national  finances,  in  which  it  appeared 
to  be  the  general  sentiment  that  some 
newmeasures  were  necessary ,  and  in  which 
1  took  the  liberty  to  suggest  several  for 
the  consideration  of  those  gentlemen  who 
were  present.  They  were  principally 
designed  to  support  public  credit^  and  re- 
lieve that  depression  which  then  appeared 
to  weigh  down  our  financial  exertions; 
but  since  that  time  a  great  change  has 
taken  place.  Six  months  have  elapsed, 
the  most  eventful  and  extraordinary  which 
the  history  of  Europe  has,  perhaps,  ever 
recorded  ;  and  which  have  placed  our 
public  credit  and  our  national  security  on  a 
basis  of  solidity  which  it  might  then  have 
been  deemed  presumptuous  to  have  con- 
templated. At  that  time,  the  issue  of  the 
important  contest  which  was  opening  in 
the  north  of  Europe  was,  to  say  the  least, 
hazardous  and  doubtful.  A  general  im- 
pression, indeed,  rather  prevailed,  that 
'  cither  by  arms  or  negociatlon,  France 
would  prevail  against  Kussia,  and  would 
achieve  what  still  was  wanting  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 
It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  events 
which  followed  without  a  mixture  of  ad- 
■liratioa  and  horror  |  of  admiration  for  the 


heroic  virtues  which  have  been  displayed, 
and  of  horror  for  the  extent  of  hamaa 
misery  which  has  been  endured ;  in  which 
I  can  by  no  means  forget  the  miserable, 
though  merited,  and  necessary  destruc- 
tion of  so  many  myriads  of  the  invading 
army.  But  from  this  struggle  between 
insatiable,  unprincipled,  and  remorseless 
ambition  on  the  one  side,  and  hardy,  stub- 
born, though  untutored,  patriotism  on  the 
other,  which  has  spread  devastation  over 
the  extensive  regions  of  the  north,  have 
followed  consequences  the  most  import- 
ant, and  hopes  the  most  satisfactory  to  the 
cause  of  suffering  humanity. 

It  may  be  recollected  that  at  the  time 
to  which  I  am  alluding,  though  our  dis- 
cussion in  a  great  degree  turned  upon  the 
means  of  supporting  Public  Credit,  and  I 
pointed  out  some  of  those  measures  which, 
in  case  of  extreme  emergency,  might  be 
resorted  to,  and  in  which  I  expressed  my 
confidence  that  the  spirit  and  firmness  of 
the  nation  would,  in  such  a  case,  readily 
acquiesce;  yet  I  stated  my  opinion,  that 
there  existed  no  immediate  necessity  for 
their  adoption,  and  undoubtedly  the  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  measures  of  great 
severity  is  much  lessened  by  the  events 
which  have  since  occurred.  The  roesp 
sures  which  I  then  particularly  pointed 
out,  as  likely  to  be  proposed  in  the  pre- 
sent session,  were  the  adoption  of  some 
more  efficacious  plan  for  the  Redemption 
of  the  Land  Tax,  and  the  provision  of  an 
increased  proportion  of  Sinking  Fond  for 
so  much  of  the  loan  of  each  year  as  might 
exceed  the  sum  applicable  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  debt.  To  both  these 
measures  I  now  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee. 

Early  in  the  summer  the  Redemption 
of  the  Land  Tax  was  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  two  noblemen,  to  whose  la- 
bours on  this  important  subject  the  pub- 
lic have  already  been  greatly  indebted ;  I 
mean  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  the 
Redemption  of  Ecclesiastical  Land  Tax, 
lord  Auckland  and  lord  Glenbervie. 
These  noblemen,  whose  diligence  and 
ability  cannot  be  too  highly  praised,  have 
made  a  Report  on  the  subject  to  the  Trea- 
sury, which,  by  order  of  the  House,  hss 
been  laid  upon  iu  table,  and  referred  to 
this  Committee.  Among  many  just  re* 
marks  contained  iu  that  Report,  on  which 
it  is  intended  to  found  a  Bill,  which  I  shall 
shortly  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the 
House,  there  is  one  leading  principle  on 
which  I  chiefly  depend  for  success;  that 
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of  tiiDpIifying  the  mode  of  the  Redemp* 
tion  of  the  I^nd  Tax,  aod  freeing  it  from 
tedious  and  troublesome  formalities.  It  is 
proposed  that  upon  a  simple  notice  to  the 
collector  of  the  Land  Tax,  the  form  of 
which  will  be  printed  and  distributed  at 
the  time  of  the  collection,  any  person  de« 
sirons  of  redeeming  the  charge  upon  him, 
by  a  temporary  increase  of  the  amount  of 
his  assessment,  shall  be  entitled,  after  the 
payment  for  a  certain  number  of  years  of 
an  assessment,  double  or  treble,  at  his 
option,  of  that  which  he  now  pays,  to  be 
finally  and  totally  discharged  from  the 
Land  Tax,  as  if  he  had  contracted  for,  and 
redeemed  it  in  the  usual  manner.  By 
these  means  all  formalities  will  be  avoid- 
ed, all  journies  and  trouble  will  be  spared, 
and  the  party  paying  at  his  own  home  to 
the  collector,  whose  periodical  visits  he 
expects,  will  find  himself  relieved  from 
the  charge  now  borne  by  him,  by  a  suc- 
cession of  payments  so  moderate  as  at  no 
time  to  be  felt  as  a  burden.  I  ^annot  but 
look  forward  with  considerable  expecta- 
tion of  success  to  the  execution  of  a  plan 
so  simple,  and  apparently  so  inviting. 

The  second  measure,  which  appeared 
when  I  mentioned  it  last  year  to  be  re- 
ceived with  general  approbation,  is  that 
of  an  increased  Sinking  Fund  on  that  part 
of  I  he  loan  of  every  year  which  exceeds 
the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  already 
existing  at  that  time.  The  proportion  which 
I  mean  to  recommend  is  one  half  of  the 
interest  of  such  excess  of  the  loan  beyond 
the  Sinking  Fund.  I  prefer  a  proportion 
of  interest,  to  one  founded  on  the  capital 
stock  created,  because  it  adapts  itself  more 
fairly  to  the  different  funds  in  which  the 
loan  may  be  raised,  and  corresponds  more 
accurately  with  the  sum  of  money  actu- 
ally borrowed.  # 

I  with  also  to  submit  to  the  Committee 
a  measure  which  on  former  occasions  I 
have  recommended  to  the  House,  that  of 
providing  by  an  annual  grant  to  the  Com- 
miuioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt,  some  counterbalance  to  the 
freat  increase  of  the  unfunded  debt  in 
Exchequer  Bills.  I  wish  to  see  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Act  of  1792,  that  at  the  crea- 
tion of  every  debt,  means  should  be  pro. 
vided  for  its  ultimate  redemption,  applied 
not  only  to  the  funded  debt,  but  to  so 
much  of  the  unfunded  as  partakes  of  a 
permanent  'nature.  Considerable  sums 
have  at  various  times  been  raised,  and 
tome  of  them  as  early  as  the  year  1795, 
vpoo  Exchequer  Bill's  which  have  been 
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renewed  from  year  to  year,  and  may  now 
be  considered  as  a  permanent  addition  to 
the  public  debt,  although  no  provision  hat 
yet  been  made  for  their  redemption.  I 
should  therefore  propose  that  an  annual 
grant  of  one*per-cent.  should  be  made,  on 
the  amount  of  all  unprovided  Exchequef 
Bills  outstanding  on  the  5th  of  January  in 
each  year.  The  amount  will  of  course 
vary  in  proportion  as  Exchequer  Bills 
may  be  funded  or  discharged,  and  there* 
fore  this  part  of  the  sum  destined  for  tha 
redemption  of  debt,  will  be  more  convent* 
ently  provided  by  a  grant  upon  the  an- 
nual supplies,  than  by  any  permanent  ap- 
propriation. Its  effect  however  will  be 
the  same,  and  it  will  in  future  become 
neariy  indifferent  with  respect  to  the  re- 
demption of  debt,  whether  any  sum  which 
may  be  raised  for  the  public  .service  shall 
be  immediately  funded,  or  remain  for  n 
considerable  length  of  time  in  the  shape 
of  Exchequer  Bills  annually  renewed. 

Iq  addition  to  the  measures  which  1  have 
on  other  occasions  suggested  to  the  House, 
it  is  now  my  intention  to  propose  to  their 
consideration  one  which  more  immediately 
belongs  to  the  extensive  system  with 
which  I  wish  to  combine  these  separate 
measures.  That  system,  the  oatlines  of 
which  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to 
state,  will  involve  the  repeal  of  so  much  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1802,  as  direcU 
that  the  whole  Sinking  Fund  then  existing 
shall  continue  to  accumulate  at  compound 
interest  till  the  total  redemption  of  the 
whole  funded  debt  then  remaining  unre- 
deemed. It  will  appear  to  the  Committee 
a  natoratl  and  equitable  consequence  of 
this  repeal  that  the  sum  of  about  87O.OO0I. 
which  would  in  that  year  have  been  ap- 
propriated to  the  Sinking  Fund,  if  the  Act 
m  question  had  not  passed,  should  now  be 
granted  to  it.  This  will  place  the  public 
creditor  in  the  same  situation  in  which  he 
would  have  stood,  if  a  difibrent  provision 
from  the  customary  mode  of  redemption 
had  not  been  adopted  in  that  year,  and 
will  enable  the  public  to  make  a  different 
arrangement  more  suited  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  time,  with  due  re^ 
gard  not  only  to  the  legal  claims,  but  to 
the  fair  expectations  of  the  stockholder. 

This  brings  me  naturally  to  the  prin- 
cipal object  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  this  day.  In 
what  I  have  already  sUted  I  may  appear 
to  have  had  the  support  of  public  credit, 
and  the  interest  of  the  stockholder  princi- 
pally, if  not  exclusively,  in  view ;  but  be- 
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fere  I  conclude,  Iliope  to  satisfy  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  other  claues  of  our  feliow- 
•abjecU  have  had  at  least  an  equal  share  in 
my  attention.    I  must  beg  leave  to  preface 
my  explanation  of  the  system  I  am  abent 
to  recommeild  by  a  hw  general  remarks 
on  the  redemption  of  public  debt.    We 
are  apt  to  consider  this  subject,  (if  I  may 
ao  express  myself),   too   arithmetically; 
fve  compute  that  a  certain  annual  sum  will 
at  compound    interest  redeem   a    gi?en 
'•ikiottnt  of  debt,  within  a  certain  number 
of  year^  but  w;e  forget  the  great  conside> 
ratiool  of  policy  and    public  econtkmy 
which  this  operation  inyolves.     We  do 
n^t  consider  that  it  disposes  of  the  for- 
tunes of  thousands  of  indi?idoals ;  that  it 
requires  the  transfer  of  amass  of  property, 
amounting  perhaps    to    a  fifth    part  of 
the    whole    capital    of  the    country,  if 
estiifeiated    according   to  the   returns  to 
the  Property^  Tax,  from  an  employment 
in    which    it  has  been    tested   by    the 
proprietors,  to  the  manifest  advantage  of 
the  (Public,  into  other  modes  of  occupa- 
tion.   It  is  an  experiment  which,  as  far  as 
my  knowledge  extends,  has  never  been 
Cried  on  a  great  scale.    The  present  elec- 
tor of  Saxony,  it  is  true,  discharged  the 
debt  which  his  predecessors  had  accumu- 
lated upon  that  country;  but  neither  the 
amount  of  the  sum,  nor.  the  circumstances 
of  the  electorate  of  Saxony  can  form  any 
precedent  for  thii  wealthy  and  powerful 
kingdom.    While  war  continues  and  loans 
are    annually  contracted  exceeding   the 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  that  amount, 
however  great,  can  only  be  considered  as 
an  advantage ;    but  whenever  peace  may 
take  place,  it  will  soon  be  found  that  thiere 
is  a  point  beyond  which  the  annual  fe- 
deniption  of  debt  cannot  be  carried,  with- 
out great  public  inconvenience.  This  is  no 
new  argument  in  the  Hoase :  my  noble 
friend  the  marquis  of  Lansdowne  urged  it 
with  great  force  and  eloquence  in  opening 
his  Plan  of  Finance  in  1 807.     He  observ- 
ed that  the  mischief  of  an  excessive  Sink- 
ing Fund  overloading  the  money  market 
with  a  super-abundance  of  capital,  exceed- 
ing the  means  of  employment,  would  be 
not  inferior  and  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
a  national  bankruptcy.    Whenever  there- 
fore the  Sinking  Fund  has  reached  that 
point  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  employed 
with  advantage  in  time  of  peace,  it  seems 
to  be  wise  to  think  of  setting  bounds  to  its 
farther  accumulation,  and  certainly  un- 
wise to  exhaust  the  national  resources  by 
•a  avgmentation  of  taxei  for  its  further 


increase.    Whether  the  Sinkirtg  Fund  hsi 
now  reached  that  point,  it  belongs  not  to 
me  to  decide,  and  I  wish  the  niost  cso* 
tious  and  deliberate  wisdom  of  ptrliameot 
to  be  applied  to  the  decision.    Bet  it  may 
unquestionably  be  said,  that  the  Sihkinf 
Fond  has  now  reached  an  extent  of  whirh 
the    history    of    no  country  afltirds  an 
example.     In  no  country  has  the  expe- 
riment of  an  annual  repayment  of  twelve 
millions,  or  any  thing  like  it)  been  tried. 
This  at  least  is  obvious,  that  the  present 
arrangements  of  the  Sinking  Fund  require 
revision.    As  the  law  now  stands  it  will 
accumulate  to  above  thirty,  possibly  to 
above  forty  millions,  and  will  be  at  ooce  re- 
duced to  twenty  Or  even  to  twelve.  What* 
ever  may  be  thought  of  the  efieets  of  its 
greatest  amount,  it  is  undeniable  that  socb 
a  revulsion  must  be  pernicious.     If  the 
larger  sum  be  not  too  great  the  smaller 
must  be  far  too  littlei      Bat  I  perfectly 
agree*  with  lord  Lansdowne,  aHu  all  the 
great  authorities  which  have  treated  of 
this  subject,  that  the  plan  of  employing 
thirty  or  forty  millions  in  the  purchase  of 
stock  in  time  of  peace  is  perfectly  imprac- 
ticable and  visionary.      A  change  must 
therefore  be  made  atsoAe  time ;  and  if  soi 
is  it  not  wiser  to  make  it  while  the  incon- 
venience is  still  at  a  distance,  than  when 
it  is  actually  pressings  and  when  any  cor- 
rective may  be  opposed,  with  an  appear- 
ance of  justice,  by  the  individual  interesu 
which  may  be  affected  by  it  at  the  mo- 
ment ?    On  this  account,  I  think  it  be- 
comes the  House  new  to  pause,  and  take  a 
deliberate  view  of  the  situation  of  the 
country,  with  respect  to  the  repayment  of 
ita  debt.    But  other  circumstances  concur 
to  point  out  the  present  as  a  proper  time 
for  some  revision  of  our  system.    By  the 
original  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1786,  pro- 
visibn  had  been  made  that  when  the  Fund 
should  have  accumulated  to  the  amount  ot 
four  millions  per  annum,  its  further  accu- 
mulation should  cease,  and  the  sums  pur- 
chased from  that  time  be  discharged  and 
made    applicable  to   the  public  service. 
Had  not  that  Plan  been  varied  by  the 
Act  of  1802,  the  public  would  before  this 
time  have  received  relief,  from  the  ope- 
ration   of    the    Sinking  Fund ;    though 
only  to  the  limited  extent  of  the  interest 
of  four  millions  a  year;  for  the  calculations 
which  were  made  of  its  progress  fixed  the 
period  at  which  it  would  have  reached  its 
highest  amount,  between  the  year  18US, 
and  the  year  1812,  and  the  averagt  rate  of 
interest  at  which  its  operations  huaf  e  been 
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conducted  proye  in  fact  ibat  \i  ^ov^A  Im- 
£bre  this  time  have  accooiplisbtd  that  ofcU 
ject.  It  acema  natural  to  look  for  some 
relief  from  tlie  Sinking  Fond  at  the  pe* 
riod  at  which  it  would  actoally  have  been 
obtaincdf  if  the  constitution  of  the  Fund 
bad  not  been  varied.  But  there  is  ano* 
iber  circumatance  still  more  striking  in 
oar  present  situation.  When  the  Sinking 
Fund  was  established  in  1786,  the  total 
mmooDt  of  debt  i^as  about  240  milMons, 
and  the  redemption  of  such  a  sum  appear- 
^,  if  not  utterly  hopeless,  at  least  placed 
ata  very  remote  distance.  But  great  as 
Ihe  difficulty  then  appeared,  the  firmness 
and  pcrseTerance  of  the  nation,  pursuing 
this  important  object  with  undev^ialing 
ileadiness,  have  at  length  completely  sur- 
monnted  it ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
refer  the  Committee  to  accounts  upon 
their  table,  which  prove  that  a  sum  equal 
to  the  total  capital  of  the  debt  existing  in 
1786  has  been  redeemed.  I  mean.  Sir,  that 
the  sums  purchased  by  the  commissioners, 
or  transferred  to  them,  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  debt  existing  in  1786  ;  for  this  is 
the  only  mode  in  which  the  redemption  of 
the  old  debt  can  ever  be  ascertained,  the 
new  kftans  having  been  contracted  in  old 
foods,  and  no  distinction  kept  up  between 
the  earlier  and  later  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lic. If  any  further  circumstance  could 
be  wanting  to  prove  that  the  people  of 
this  country  have  at  the  present  time  the 
fairest  title  to  any  relief  which  can  be  af- 
forded, consistently  with  the  exact  ob- 
servance of  public  faith,  and  due  attention 
to  permanent  security,  it  will  be  found  in 
the  extraordinary  exertions  they  have 
made  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  pub- 
lie  debt.  Instead  of  shifting  the  burden 
from  themselves,  and  throwing  it  upon 
posterity,  they  have  nobly  and  manfully 
supported  the  load  of  increasing'  difficul- 
ties which  the  vicissitudes  of  this  eventful 
contest  have  thrown  upon  them.  To  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  public  debt,  they 
have  actually  paid  upwards  of  200  mil- 
lions in  war  taxes,  a  sum  which  con- 
siderably exceeds  the  real  value  of  the 
debt  existing  in  1786.  The  public  have 
therefore  a  right  to  claim  the  merit  of 
having  doubly  redeemed  the  oriffidial  debt ; 
first  by  its  actual  repayment,  and  secondly, 
by  the    anticipated    payment  of   a  still 

£  eater  sum  which  would  otherwise  have 
len  added  to  it. 

But  whatever  claims  the  public  may  now 
have  on  these  grounds  for  relief,  and  with 
whatever  imiaediate  advantage  it  might  be 


attended,  it  becomes  ns  most  anxiously  to 
inquire  what  are  the  claims  of  poUie  faitk 
which  we  owe  to  the  stockholders,  and 
what  the  conditions  on  which  the  publie 
debt  has  been  contracted. 

The  debt  contracted  previously  to  1799 
was  raised  without  any  condition  of  repay* 
ment  whatever,  the  government  being 
bound  only  to  the  punctual  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  left  to  eonaok  its  own  dis- 
cretion or  convenience  with  respect  to  the 
discharge  of  the  principal.  This  debt 
however  I  contend  is  now  wholly  die* 
charged ;  and  that  which  now  exisia  has 
been  contracted  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1792,  and  sobfect  to  ite  proviaiona. 
Under  these  the  stockholder  has  peihapa 
no  strict  rights  as  ho  has  vohmtaf  ily  sub* 
scribed  his  stock  into  the  old  funds,  which 
bore  no  conditions  of  redemption,  but  he 
baa  undoubtedly  a  just  expectation  that 
the  terms  ot  redemption  pointed  out  in 
that  act  will  be  adhered  to. 

Those  terms  are,  that  provision  shall  bo 
made  f>r  the  repayment  of  the  capital  of 
all  debts  subsequently  contracted,  within 
45  years  from  us  creation ;  either  by  the 
specific  appropriation  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
such  capital,  or  in  any  other  mode  which 
parliament  may  think  fit*  Thnt  this  is 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  Act,  I  affirm 
on  the  authority  of  the  declarations  and 
conduct  of  its  illustrious  author,  Mr.  Pitt ; 
and  of  the  resolutions  and  acts  of  the 
legislature  itself  Of  Mr.  Pitt's  sentiments, 
I  can  mention  a  very  remarkable  instance. 
It  must  be  generally  recollected  by  those 
gentlemen  who  eleven  years  ago  were 
membera  of  the  House,  that  Mr.  PitI 
strongly  supported  the  Sinking  Fund  Act 
of  1802,  but  it  n  not  perhaps  generally 
known  that  he  was  the  original  proposer  of 
that  Act.  I  speak  this  firom  my  own  per* 
feet  knowledge,  and  there  are  other  living 
witnesses,  and  I  believe,  written  docu- 
ments, in  proof  of  it.  The  Act  originated 
in  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  lord  Sid* 
mouth,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  his  first  suggestion  went  to  this  eztenty 
that  not  only  no  Sinking  Fund  should  bo 
provided  upon  the  sums  funded  in  thai 
year,  but  that  after  reserving  so  much  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  as  should  be  sufficient 
on  calculation  to  redeem  the  whole  debt 
at  par,  within  45  years,  the  surplus,  the» 
amounting  to  above  a  million,  should  bat 
applied  to  the  public  service.  Afrer  much 
discussion  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Sid- 
mouth,  at  which  i  had  the  honour  toasslsty. 
the  proposition  was  reduced  to  the  moro 
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limited  form  in  which  it  receired  the  sane* 
tion  of  parliament. 

There  could  not  be  a  more  decisive  de- 
claration of  Mr.  Pitt's  opinion  of  the  true 
construction  of  the  Act,  and  it  was  no  less 
clearly  shown  by  his  public  conduct  on 
other  and  even  prior  occasions.  In  con- 
tracting several  loans  in  1798>  1799  and 
I  BOO,  on  the  credit  of  the  Income  Tax, 
he  made  nfo  provision  for  the  immediate 
repayment  of  the  principal,  biit  proposed 
to  discbarge  it  by  the  continuation  of  the 
Income  Tax  in  time  of  peace,  so  long  as 
might  be  necessary.  This  shews  that  he 
viewed  the  provision  for  repayment  within 
45  years  rather  with  regard  to  probability 
and  practice,  than  to  that  extrem^  nicety 
and  rigour  which  is  sometimes  insisted  on : 
for  it  was  clearly  possible  that  the  war 
might  outlast  45  years,  and  in  that  case 
no  provision  whatever  would  have  been 
made  for  the  redemption ;  but  Mr.  Pitt, 
viewing  the  subject  as  a  wise  and  great 
statesman, according  to  the  probabilities  of 
human  affairs,  thought  it  sufficient  to  make 
such  provision  as  any  reasonable  and  prac- 
tical man  would  think  adequate  to  its  pur- 
pose ;  not  looking  to  such  cases  as,  though 
mathematically  true,  approached  the  ex- 
treme verge  of  possibility. 

With  respect  to  the  resolutions  of  par- 
liament, I  shall  beg  to  refer  to  the  first  of 
those  passed  by  this  House  on  the  18th  of 
May  1802,  and  lately  read  at  our  uble. 
On  these  Resolutions  an  Act  was  founded, 
which,  as  well  as  the  Acts  which  esta« 
tablished  the  loans  to  which  I  have  just 
referred,  clearlv  evinces  the  opinion  of 
the  legislature  that  the  Act  of  1 792  merely 
required  that  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  redemption  of  debt  within  45 
years  from  its  creation,  leaving  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  parliament  both  the  mode  to  be 
applied  in  specific  cases,  and  any  subse- 

Suent  variation  of  that  mode  which,  within 
le  limits  prescribed,  it  may  think  proper 
to  adopt 

I  shall  now  attempt  to  explain  to  the 
Committee  how  it  appears  to  me  that  some 
immediate  relief  may  be  afibrded  to  the 
pablic/  without  the  smallest  infringement 
of  the  provisions  ofthe  Act  of  1792,  which 
I  have  detailed.  Neither  the  Act  of  1786 
nor  that  of  1792  contain^  any  provision 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  debt,  when 
purchased,  shall  be  cancelled  or  dis- 
charged, so  as  to  relieve  the  charge  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  There  are  two 
OKKles  in  which  this  discharge  might  be 
•arried  into  affect.    The  first  would  be 
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that,  supposing  any  number  of  successive 
loans  to  be  contracted,  a  proportion  of 
Sinking  Fond  should,  according  to  the 
present  practice,  be  attached  to  each,  and 
should  continue  to  accumulate  at  com- 
pound interest  until  the  whole  of  soch 
loan  should  be  discharged  by  its  exclusive 
<  operation,  and  thus  that  the  redemption  of 
each  should  be  separately  and  indepen- 
dently effected.  This  is  understood  to  be 
the  mode  established  by  law  under  the 
operation  of  the  Act  of  1792,  in  some  de- 
gree varied  by  that  of  1802,  but  remaining 
in  force  as  to  all  loans  contracted  sabie- 
quently  to  the  latter  of  those  years.  It  is 
evident  however  that,  as  the  funds  are  in- 
termingled and  consolidated,  the  stock 
created  for  any  particular  portion  of  debt 
cannot  be  distinguished,  and  the  porcbaies 
are  made  indiscriminately.  Any  separate 
loan  can  therefore  no  otherwise  be  re- 
deemed than  by  purchasing,  with  the 
Sinking  Fund  attached  to  it,  an  amount  of 
stock  equal  to  that  which  was  created  in 
consequence  of  such  loan. 

The  other  mode,  which  would  bsre 
been  equally  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Act  of  )792,  would  have  been  to  direct 
that  the  debt  first  contracted  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  first  paid  off,  and  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  created  in  respect  of  any 
subsequent  loan  shall  be  first  applied  to 
the  discharge  of  any  prior  loan  then  re- 
maining unredeemed,  while  the  operation 
of  the  per  centage  created  for  those  earlier 
loans  should  be  continue4  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  those  subsequently  contracted.  By 
this  means  the  loan  first  contracted  would 
be  discharged  at  an  earlier  period,  and  the 
funds  charged  with  the  payment  of  its  in- 
terest become  applicable  to  the  public 
service.  Thus  in  the  event  of  a  long  war, 
a  considerable  resource  might  accrue 
during  tfte  course  of  the  war  itself,  as 
every  successive  loan  would  contribute  to 
accelerate  the  redemption  of  those  pre- 
viously existing,  and  the  total  amount  of 
charge  to  be  borne  by  the  public,  in  re- 
spect of  the  public  debt,  wouhd  be  reduced 
to  a  narrower  compass  than  in  the  other 
mode,  in  which  a  greater  number  of  loaw 
would  be  co-existing.  At  the  same  tine 
the  ultimate  discharge  of  the  whole  debt 
would  be  rather  accelerated  than  retarded* 
The  advantages  of  this  mode  of  operation 
did  not  perhaps  present  themselves  to 
Mr«  Pitt  when  framing  the  arrangements 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  the  prospect  of  a 
continuance  of  peace,  and  with  a  very  re- 
mote view  of  the  nltimate  redemption  tf 
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tiM  debt,  iiw  would  it  tttve  been  easilf 
made  appJicable  to  the  Jarge  ibass  then 
existing^  and  for  the  redemption  of  which 
no  pro?ision  had  before  been  made.  But 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  time  af- 
ford a  most  advaiitageoos  bpportunity  of 
establishing  a  plan  which  would  in  the 
first  instance  have  been  preferable.  It  is 
new  only  necessary  to  declare  that  an 
amount  of  stock  equal  to  the  whole  of  the 
debt  existing  in  1786  has  been  redeemedt 
and  that  in  like  manner  whenever  an 
amount  of  stock  equal  to  the  capital  and 
charge  of  any  loan  raised  since  1792  shall 
be  redeemed,  in  its  proper  order  of  suc- 
cession^  such  loan  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  redeemed  and  satisfied. 
Every  part  of  the  system  will  then  fall  at 
once  into  its  proper  place ;  and  we  shall 
proceed  with  the  future  redemption  with 
all  the  advantages  which  could  have  been 
derived  from  the  original  adoption  of  the 
mode  of  successive  'instead  of  simul- 
taneous  redemption.  Instead  of  wait* 
ing  till  the  purchase  of  the  whole  of 
the  debt  consolidated  in  1802  shall 
be  completed,  that  part  of  it  which 
existed  previously  to  1792  will  be  consi- 
dered as  already  redeemed,  and  the  subse- 
quent loans  wilf  follow  in  succession  when- 
ever  equal  portions  ofstock shall  have  been 
purchased.  It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that 
by  a  gradual  and  equable  progress  we 
shall  still  have  the  power  of  effecting  the 
complete  repayment  of  the  debt  more 
speedily  than  by  the  present  course.  I 
€k>  not  pronounce  whether  it  will  be  wise 
to  persevere  to  that  extent.  It  will  be  for 
parliament  to  judge  when  the  proper 
time  arrives,  which  is  yet  at  a  considerable 
distance;  but  we  are  doing  our  duly  to 
posterity  not  only  scrupulously  but  libe- 
rally, while  we  not  oiily  much  more  than 
satisfy  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1792, 
which  requires  the  redemption  of  the  debt 
within  45  years,  but  actually  anticipate 
that  course  of  redemption  which  is  now 
provided.  The  tables  which  will  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  gentlemen  will  shew 
that  the  means  are  provided  by  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  effecting  the  total  repay- 
nem  of  the  existing  debt  from  four  to  ten 
years,  and  that  of  the  future  debt  which 
nay  be  incurred  according  to  the  various 
suppositions^  assumed  from  14  to  37  years^ 
sooner  than  by  the  laws  now  in  force. 
This  statement  is  sufficient  to  shew  how 
amply  the  proposed  plan  is  capable  of  sa- 
lisfytng  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of 
the  oatton  with  respect  lo  tho  final  4is* 
(VOL- XXIV.) 


charge  of  its  debts,  as  well  as  the  fair 
claims  ef  those  who  look  to  the  execution 
of  the  Act  of  1792  as  the  means  of  support- 
ing  the  value  of  the  public  funds.  1  havo 
mentioned  the  result  of  such  calculations 
as  are  intended  to  be  communicated  to 
the  House  ;  other  cases  may  be  supposed 
by  which  the  result  may  be  varied  in  do* 
gree  but  not  in  general  effect* 

I  have  thas  far  attempted  to  explain  tbo' 
intended  system  to  the  Committee,  and  to 
recommend  it  by  its  general' and  tntrinsie 
advantages  without  displaying  the  imme* 
diate  benefits  of  its  adoption.  Yet  they 
are  such  as  mun  be  highly  satisfactory  to 
parliamenti  and  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  the  preseilt  situation  of  the  country. 

The  immediate  result  of  this  sy steals 
simple  as  it  may  appear,  and  really  tab 
will  be  equal  to  a  subsidy  of  above  onk 
hundred  millions.  For  four  years  to  corner 
we  may  on  the  supposition  of  the  conti« 
nuance  of  war,  hope  to  be  obliged  to  im* 
pose  no  other  taxes  than  snch  as  are* re* 
quired  to  furnish  those  additions  to  the 
Sinking  Fund  which  i  pointed  out  in  the 
early  part  of  my  statement.  I  need  nol 
dwell  upon  the  advantages  of  such  a  re« 
lief,  I  need  not  explain  its  effecU  in  ratting 
the  spirits  and  animating  the  exertions  of 
the  nation.  I  need  not  enlarge  on  tho 
confidence  it  most  give  to  our  allies,  and 
the  despondency  it  is  calculated  to  in^* 
press  on  our  enemies.  But  that  which  iik 
my  view  rendera  it  peculiarly  valuable  %h 
that  it  is  so  far  from  being  purchased  by 
an  accumulation  of  burdens  on  the  suc- 
ceeding years,  that  though  iu  advantagee 
may  be  very  different  in  degree,  according 
to  the  different  cases  supposed*  yet  it  will 
in  all,  for  several  years  tocome»  produce  a 
very  considersble  diminution  of  charge. 

Sqch  are  the  general  principles  of  tho 
plsn  to  which  I  beg  to  call  the  most  8e« 
rious  attention  of  the  Committee,  but  noS 
at  present  to  press  for  iu  judgment.  That 
it  is  free  from  objections  I  cannot  hope» 
but  I  trust  that  parliament  will  on  mature 
consideration,  be  convinced,  as  I  am  my« 
self  conscientiously  persuaded,  that  they 
are  such  as  bear  no  proportion  to  its  ad« 
vantages.  I  can  at  least  acquit  myself  of 
having  hastily  and  rashly  determined  on 
a  measure  of  this  magnitude  and  impor* 
tance.  It  has  for  many  months  been  the 
subject  of  my  most  anxious  meditations* 
and  of  repeated  and  detailed  discussions 
with  those  whom  I  thought  most  capable 
of  guiding  my  judgment:  and  I  submit  it 
to  the  Cooiniitteo  not  iritkoiit  great 
(*  A) 


The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  resd  the 
BesoIutioDs^  as  follow : 

1.  ''That  the  total  capital  of  the  Fund- 
ad  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  5th  Ja- 
nuary 17S6,  was  238,231,248/.  5f.  2Jrf.; 
that  provision  was  made  for  the  gradual 
reduction  thereof,  by  ail  Act  passed  in  the 
tame  year;  and  that  farther  provision  has 
kaen  made  by  several  Acta  since  passed. 
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mnxiety,  butwith  the  confidence  naturally 
flowing  from  the  most  sincere  conviction. 
I  am  fully  aware  that  in  proposing  any 
thange  in  a  system  so  justly  revered,  and 
considered  as  the  firmest  hope  of  the  na- 
tion, I  am  incurring  a  great  responstbrlity. 
I  feel  the  full  weight  of  this  responsibility, 
but  I  also  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  shrink 
from  it,  in  the  prospect  of  performing  a 
great  public  service.    Many  a  gallant  and 
worthy  man   has  laid  down  bis  life  to 
achieve  a  much  less  important  service  to 
his  country  than  that  of  providing  at  such 
a  moment  the  supplies  necessary,  during 
four  years,  for  the  contest  in  which  we 
are  engaged.    In  the  hope  of  procuring 
this  benefit  to  the  public,  I  am  willing 
to  risk,  what  many,  to  whom  life  is  dearer 
than  it  is  to  me,  have  valued  beyond  their 
lives*— I  mean  that  repatation  and  public 
confidence  which  they  have  sought,  and 
in  some  degree  acquired  by  a  long  course 
of  faithful  though  imperfect  service  to  the 
pablte.     I  am  aware  that  my  reputation  is 
ataked  upon  this  plan;    but  God  forbid 
that  my  reputation,  or  that  of  any  man 
should  be  placed  for  a  moment  in  cdmpe- 
lition  with  the  great  public  interests  which 
are  concerned.     I  only  wish  the  House  to 
deliberate  maturely,  and  to  decide  wisely. 
Such  information  as  has  appeared  to  me 
necessary  to  enable  gentlemen  to  take  a 
complete  view  of  the  plan,  will  be  put 
into  their  hands,  and  if  any  further  inform- 
ation   should    be    desired   I   shall    most 
readily  lend  my  assistance  to  furnish  it. 

I  shall  now  read  the  Resolutions  which  I 
am  about  to  propose,  in  order  to  put  the 
Committee  in  possession  of  their  contents, 
and  thenoflfer  the  first  to  the  Chairman,  that 
ahe  discussion  may  be  reguiarly  ppened, 
and  when  those  gentlemen  who  may  be  dis- 
posed todeliver  their  sentimentahave  stated 
such  observations  as  occur  to  them,  1  shall, 
after  giving  such  explanations  as  the  case 
may  require,  move  that  the  Chairman  shall 
report  progress,  with  a  view  to  the  ad- 
journment of  further  debate  on  the  subject 
till  Monday  sevennight. 
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fi>r  the  more  effectual  reduction  of  the 
said  debt,  and  of  the  public  debt  since 
contracted. 

2.  "  That  by  virtue  of  the  said  AcU,  the 
sum  of  238,350^43/.  18s.  id.  exceeding 
the  said  mm  of  238,231,248/.  58»  2|d.,  by 
118,895/.  129.  lO^d;  had,  on  or  before 
the  Ist  March  1813,  been  actually  pur- 
chased by  the  Commissioners,  for  the  re* 
duction  of  the  National  Debt,  or  trans- 
ferred to  the  said  Commissioners,  for  the 
redemption  of  Land  Tax,  or  for  the  por- 
chase  of  Life  Annuities. 

S.  *'  That  it  is  expedient  now  to  declare, 
that  a  sum  of  capital  stock,  equal  to  the 
total  capital  of  the  Public  Debt  existing 
on  the  said  5th  January  1786,  hath  been 
purchased  or  transferred  as  aforesaid ;  and 
so  soon  as  further  sums  of  the  public  debt 
shall  have  been  so  purchased  or  transrer* 
red,  making,  in  the  whole,  an  amoant  of 
annual  charge  of  the  public  debt  so  par- 
chased  or  transferred,  equal  to  the  whole 
annual  charge  of  the  public  debt  existing 
on  the  said  5th  day  of  January  1736;  to 
declare  further,  that  an  amount  of  pablic 
debt,  equal  to  the  whole  capital  snd 
charge  of  the  public  debt  existing  on  the 
said  5th  day  of  January  1780,  hath  been 
satisfied  and  discharged  ;  and  that,  in  like 
manner,  an  amount  of  public  debt  equal  to 
the  capital  and  charge  of  every  loan  con- 
tracted since  the  said  5th  January  178(1 
shall,  successively  and  in  its  proper  order, 
be  deemed  and  declared  to  be  wholly  sa- 
tisfied and  discharged,  when  and  as  soon 
as  a  further  amount  of  capital  stock,  not 
less  than  the  capital  of  such  loan,  and  pro- 
ducing an  interest  equal  to  the  dividends 
thereupon,  shall  be  so  redeemed.or  trans* 
ferred. 

4.  "That,  after  such  declaration  af 
aforesaid,  the  capital  stock  purchased  by 
the  said  Commissioners,  and  standing  in 
their  names  in  the  b6oks  of  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  aad 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  shall  fron 
time  to  time  be  cancelled,  as  if  the  sane 
had  been  transferred  for  the  redemption 
of  the  Land  Tax ;  at  such  times,  and  in  such 
proportions,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of 
dtbl  aa  declaroA  la  ht  latijified  and  dii« 
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cbftrged  (after  retenriiig  thereout  any 
flum  or  tomt  necessary  to  make  provision 
for  the  payment  of  all  life  annuities 
chargeable  thereupon)  as  shall  be  directed 
by  any  Act  or  Acts  of  parliament  to  be 
passed  for  such  purpose :  in  order  to  make 
proTision  for  the  charge  of  any  loan  or 
loans  thereafter  to  be  contracted,  upon  the 
eame  funds  or  securities  as  are  chargeable 
with  the  said  stock,  so  declared  to  be  sa- 
tisfied and  redeemed. 

5.  "  That,  in  order  more  efiectnally  to 
•ecvre  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  the  32d  George  3,  cap.  55,  it  is  expe- 
pedient  to  enact  that  all  sums  granted  for 
the  reduction  thereof,  by  the  several  Acts 
aforesaid,  should  be  further  continued  and 
Bade  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  all 
public  debt,  now  existing,  or  which  may 
be  hereafter  contracted  during  the  present 
wan 

6»  **  That,  in  order  to  carry  into  e^ct 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  the  32nd  and 
42nd  of  the  King,  for  redeeming  every 
part  of  the  national  debt  within  the  pe- 
riod of  45  years  from  the  time  of  its  crea- 
tion, it  is  also  expedient  that,  in  future, 
whenever  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be 
raised,  by  loan,  or  by  any  other  addition  to 
the  poblic  funded  debt,  shall  ia  any  year 
exceed  the  sum  estimated  to  be  applicable 
fn  the  same  year  to  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,  an  annual  sum,  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  interest  of  the  excess  of  the 
said  loan  or  other  addition,  beyond  the 
sum  so  estimated  to  be  applicable,  shall 
be  set  apart  out  of  the  monies  composing 
the  consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain, 
and  shall  be  issued  at  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  Commis- 
aionart  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National 
Debt ;  and  upon  the  remainder  of  such 
loan  or  other  addition,  the  annual  sum  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  capital  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act 
of  the  32nd  year  of  his  present  Majesty.^ 

7,  **  That,  in  order  to  prevent  the  in* 
crease  of  the  Public  Debt  by  means  of 
CaKhe^nerBilli  annually  reaewedi  it  is 
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expedient  that,  on  the  5th  January  in 
every  year,  an  account  be  taken  of  all 
Exchequer  Bills  outstanding  and  charged 
upon  funds  not  deemed  capable  of  making 
good  the  same,  within  one  year  from  such 
5th  of  Januar}^  and  that  a  sum  equal  to 
one  per  cent,  thereupon  be  granted  out  of 
the  supplies  of  such  year,  to  the  said  Com* 
missiouers  for  the  Reduction  of  the  Na* 
tional  Debt. 

8.  "  That  it  is  expedient  that  so  much 
V  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  42nd  year  of  tba 

reign  of  his  present  Majesty  (42  Geo.  3, 
cap.  71,)  as  directs  that  all  monies  what- 
ever, which  shall  be  placed  from  time  to 
time  to  the  account  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, by  virtue  of  either  of  the  therein 
recited  Acts  (except  so  far  as  the  same 
are  hereby  repealed)  or  by  virtue  of  this 
Act,  shall  and  are  hereby  appropriated^ 
and  shall  accumulate  in  manner  directed 
by  the  said  Acts,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  of  Great  Britain;  and  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  applied  by  the  said 
Commissioners,  pursuant  to  the  direction*^ 
and  under  and  according  to  the  restrict 
tions  and  provisions  of  the  said  therein  re* 
cited  Acts;  either  in  payment  for  the 
redemption  or  in  the  purchase  of  the  se- 
veral redeemable  Public  Annuities  of 
Great  Britain,  until  the  whole  of  the  per* 
petual  Redeemable  Annuities,  now  charg* 
ed  upon  the  Public  Funds  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  including  such  charge  as  has  arisen, 
or  may  arise,  'on  any  loan  made  in  Great 
Britain,  before  the  passing  of  this  Act; 
and  also  such  charge  as  shall  arise  by  any 
annuities,  interests,  and  dividends,^ pay* 
able  in  consequence  of  any  loans  mada 
chargeable  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  by 
an  Act  passed  in  this  session  of  parlia^ 
ment,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  repealing 
'  the  duties  on  income,  for  the  effectual 

*  collection  of  arrears  of  the  said  duties, 
'  and  accounting  for  the  same,  and  for 
'  charging  the  annuities  specifically  charg* 
'  ed  thereon  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund 

*  of  Great  Britain,'  shall  have  been  com- 
pletely redeemed  or  purchased,  ahonld  ba 
repealed. 

9.  **  That  it  ii  expedient  to  make  pro* 
visioDf  that  an  auiiial  aui»  of  t07  JWS& 
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btin^  eqiui  to  one  per  cenU  on  the  capi- 
ta) stock  created  in  respect  of  several  loans 
raised  by  virtue  of  divers  Acts  passed  in 
the  38ili,  39ih,  3(^tb,  and  40tb,  and  42od 
years  of  his  present  Majesty,  and  for  the 
interest  and  charges  of  which  proyision 
was  made  in  the  said  42ud  year  of  bis 
Majesty,  shall  be  set  apart  out  of  the 
monies  composing  the  Consolidated  Fund 
ol  Great  Britain,  and  shall  be  issued  at 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  the  Go- 
Ternor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, to  be  by  them  issued  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Redaction  of  the  Na* 
tional  Debt. 

JO.  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  more  effectual  and 
speedy  redemption  of  the  Land  Tax.'' 

Mr.'Huskiison  said,  that  he  for  one  ac- 
ceded to  the  postponement  of  the  discus- 
sion upon  the  plan  of  his  right  hon»  friend 
until  a  future  day  ;  and  as  he  did  not 
vndersiand  that  plan,  he  should,  for  the 
present,  carefully  abstain  from  any  com- 
ment upon  it  further  than  this ;  that  it 
appeared  to  him,  upon  the  face  of  it,  to 
be  the  most  important  change  in  the  finan- 
cial arrangemenU  of  the  country  that  had 
ever  been  proposed  in  the  course  of  a 
lon^  and  eventful  vrar.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  said,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  always  Jooked 
to  this  practical  effect;  but  though  he 
could  not  see  what  that  might  be,  he 
coold  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  which 
])ad  been  stated  by  his  right  bon.  friend 
in  the  last  session,  that  *'  the  finances  of 
the  country  were  labouring  ;**  a  state  of 
things,  which  he  earnestly  hoped  the  pre- 
aent  plan  might  be  effectual  in  remedying. 
He  was  well  aware  of  the  difficult  situa- 
tion in  which  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
placed ;  he  should  look  at  the  proposed 
plan  in  the  spirit  of  candour,  and  if  he 
troubled  the  House  more  at  length  at  a 
future  period,  it  would  not  be  until  he 
bad  made  himself  acquainted  with  all  the 
details. 

Mr;  Tkrney  rose  to  assure  the  Commit- 
tee, that  be  shared  most  sincerely  the  sen- 
timents just  uttered  by  the  last  speaker, 
and  that  he  would  enter  into  the  discus- 
•ion  with  the  same  motives.  To  htm  this 
was  no  party  question ;  and  he  professed 
bimtelf  ready  to  give  the  right  bon.  gen- 
lieoaa  every  aMiataac^  ia  hia  power« 
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in  the  arduoue  task  which  bad  ^devolved 
upon  him.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
compelled  to  own,  that  the  plan  just  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
somewhat  surprised  him :  he  had  been 
indeed  led  to  expect  an  extensive  and 
new  plan  of  finance ;  bot  considering  bow 
often  the  right  bon.  gentleman  bad  re- 
commended the  most  strenuous  elEEbrt^  in 
order  to  raise  the  supplies  within  the  year, 
he  had  expected  to  be  called  upon  to  sup- 
port him  in  the  unpopular  measure  of 
raising  new  taxes;  but  instead  of  that,  he 
found  himself  called  upon  to  support  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  letting  loose  20 
millions,  for  the  support  of  the  current  ex« 
pences,  out  of  the  fund  accumulated  to 
discharge  the  arrears  of  anterior  expendi- 
ture. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  intendod  to  do  away  al- 
together the  Act  of  1802,  by  which  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  consolidated  ;  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  acknowledge  that  be  had  opposed  thai 
Act,  foreseeing  that  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try might  one  day  or  other  make  it  in- 
convenient. That  moment  had  now  come; 
but  we  were  not  thereby  authorised  to 
wrest  from  the  creditor  of  the  state,  from 
those  men  who  had  purchased  stock  since 
that  Consolidation  Act,  the  additional  se- 
curity which  it  gave  them.  Acco'diog 
to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
every  stockholder  could  know  as  well  as 
the  minister  himself,  the  time  at  which  the 
funds  he  held  in  hia  bands  would  become 
redeemable,  and  he  knew  also  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  not  to  be  touched  until 
its  revenue  exceeded  the  sum  of  four  mil- 
lions. The  Consolidation  Act  of  1802, 
gave  additional  advantages  to  the  lenders, 
inasmuch  as  by  it  they  knew  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  could  not  be  touched,  until, 
by  the  accumulation  of  interest,  the  whole 
of  the  debt  should  be  extinsuished.  Pur^ 
chases  in  the  stocks  bad  beep  made  in 
consequence  of  those  favourable  terms, 
and  to  break  them  now  would  appear  to 
bim  bordering  on  a  breach  of  public  faith. 
Another  disadvantage  which  appeared  ta 
him  to  attend  that  plao»  was  the  want  of 
stability  in  the  system,  for  the  one  pec 
cent,  applicable  to  the  redemption  of  Ex* 
chequer  Bills,  and  the  additional  per  cent, 
on  the  new  loans,  specifically  applicable 
likewise  to  their  eradoal  discharge,  were 
to  be  provided  for  b^  a  yearly  grant. 
He  considered  that  anticf pation  of  a  pro- 
bable vote  f  f  the  House  of  Commonsi  •• 
too  pre<;arioiu  and  sleader  to  bm  ^^ 
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baait  of  piiblic  credit.    Bcaidet.  thai  per 
ceoiage  not  being  raised  by  Uses,  would 
b«  considered  in  no  other  light  but  as  an 
iBcrease  of  (he  loans,  and  thus  we  ^uld 
be  undoing  with  one  hand  what  we  at- 
tempted to  do  with  the  other.     He  would 
not*  howe?er«  make  any  objection  to  the 
plan  at  present*  and  would  onljr  say  one 
word  more  as  to  the  Sinking  Fund.    The 
right  hon.  gentiemai)  had-  staled  that  the 
amount  of  that  fund  was  to  that  of  the 
National  Debt  as  one  to  forty- four ;   and 
that,  of  course*  even  with  the  supplies  he 
intended  to  draw  from  that  source*  the 
public  creditor  would  still  be  in  a  better 
aituation*  than  after  the  passing  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  Consolidation  Act*  for*  in 
1 802*  that  proportion  was  an  one  to  seventy  • 
seven.     But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
Ibrgotten  to  advert  to  the  price  of  stocks* 
which  must  be  taken  into  consideration* 
as  greatly   altering  the  proportion*  and 
which  were  considerably  higher  at  the 
former  period  than  at  present.     He  would 
not  now  discuss  the  question*  but  reserve 
it    for    future    consideration.    That  the 
right  hon  gentleman  meant  honestly  and 
iairly*  he  h^  no  doubt ;  but  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  his.  financial  repota- 
iio^s  which  be  truly  represented  to  be  as 
dear  to  him  as  his  life,  was  in  considera* 
ble  jeopardy.     He  hoped*  however*  that 
be  would  have  a  good  deliverance ;  for  no 
man*  he  thought*  could  stand  if\  a  more 
awkward  situation  at  the  bar  of  the  finan- 
cial tribunal.      He  hoped   that  no  other 
proceedings  would  be  instituted  on  the 
subject    before  Monday  se'nnight      In* 
deed*  was  he  not  aware  that*  from  a  sense 
of  public  necessity,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man coold  not  further  delay  lo  submit  his 
plan  to  the  House*  he  would  himself  have 
proposed  a  more  remote  day*  and*  in  the 
mean  time*  have  moved  for  a  select  com- 
Biittee*  to  talc^  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  country  into  consideration,  and  report 
their  opinion  to  the  House ;  for  it  appear- 
ed to  him  difficult  that  the  House  should 
proAonnce  on  such  a  complicated  subject 
withoQt  some  siKh  previous  enquiry.    If 
Ibis  plan  ifere  carried  into  effect*  it  struck 
kia  that  there  would  be  nothing  to  meet 
tbo  ezpeaces  of  a  peace  but  the  annual 
|ases«  namely,  those  on  land  and  malt*  and 
the  Consolidated  Fund.    What  proportion 
tboio  resources  would  bear  to  the  expence 
and  flizigeacies  of  such  a  peace  as*  be 
was  afraid*  they  were  likely  to  make,  was 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  legisla- 
lataro^  befbra  ihey  accoda4  to  a  schema 
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^bich  would  impair  the  Sinking  Fund. 
It  was  pleasant  to  say,  that,  for  four  years, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  adtliiional 
taxes;  that  7  millions  would  be  saved  from 
the  Sinking  Fund*  and  that  taxes  to  that 
amount  would*  at  the  expiration  of  thai 
time*  be  to  the  good.  But  he  did  nol 
know  this.  In  fact*  the  measure  might  so 
disgust  persons  (who  were  now  ready  to 
come  forward  with-  pecuniary  aasistanco 
to  the  state)  with  parliamentary  proceed^ 
ings  on  this  subject*  that  when  they  want- 
ed their  aid*  at  a  future  period,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  procure  it.  He  would  now 
sit  down*  assuring  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man*  that  in  the  retirement  of  his  close! 
he  would  endeavour  to  divest  himself  of 
any  feeling  of  hostility  towards  the  plan 
which  had  been  submitted  ;  and '  would 
study  it*  till  bis  better  judgment  should 
either  convince  him  of  the  propriety  of 
giving  it  his  most  cordial  support*  or  of 
opposing  it*  as  prejudicial  to  the  credit  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Giddy  said,  the  plan  proposed  was, 
essentially*  nothing  more  than  calling  on 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  bear  the  ex'pencrs  of 
the  year.     The  best  efiects,  moral  and  po» 
litical*  had  been  produced  by   the  esta* 
biishinent  of  that  fund,  which,   he  was 
afraid,  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  system 
would  diminish,  by  altering  ami  impairing 
it.     The  right  hon,  gentleman  seemt'd  to 
think  that  we  might  now  have  recourse  to 
that  fund,  which  would  be  the 'means  of 
rendering  additional  taxation  untiec*essary 
for  some  years  ;  and  that,  at  a  future  pa* 
riod*  those  taxes  might  be  resorted  to  for 
the  public  service.     He  was  afraid,  thafr 
those   who   entertained  such  an  op m ion 
would  be  deceived.     For,  after  the  pablio 
had  been  exempted  for  some  years  from 
additional  burdens*  he   diiubted  whether 
any    minister    would    be     found    hardjf 
enough*  under  such  circumstances*  to  pro* 
pose  an  enlarged  system  of  taxation.     Ho 
would  abstain  from  farther  observation  air 
that  time*  and  conclude  with  sa\ing*  that 
he  never  had  heard  a  plan  proposed  whicb 
had  given  him  so  much  pain. 

The  Chanceilor  of  ike  Ejchequtr  said*  thai 
the  leading  objection  of  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  was*  thai  the 
plan  now  proposed  would  overturn  tbo 
system  of  1 909,  an  objection  coming  m* 
ther  oddly  from  that  right  hon.  gentleman^ 
who  had  constantly  expressed  bis  disap^ 
probation  of  that  system*  and  contendeil 
that  it  was  inconvenient  and  impracti^ 
caUo.    Honow^  bowef ori  argoed  ihallho 
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into  his  hands,  might  call  for  any  further 
documents  which  he  might  think  neces- 
sary; and  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 


stockholder  had  a  right  to  look  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  system,  and  to  complain 
if  it  should  he  altered.  He  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  thought,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  stockholder  might, 
wiih  some  appearance  of  justice,  have  com- 
plained of  the  system  of  1 802,  at  the  time 
when  it  was  established,  because  it  intro- 
duced a  change,  which  might  then  have 
appeared  unfavourable  to  his  interests. 
No  complaint  was  however  made;  the 
•tockholder  acquiesced  with  cheerfulness 
and  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment. But  it  appeared  to  him  impossible 
that  he  could  make  any  cojnplaint  now, 
when  the  Intended  change  would  restore 
him  to  that  situation  in  which  he  would 
have  been  placed,  if  all  the  loans  had 
been  raised  in  the  ordinary  manner,  and 
the  Act  of  1802  had  not  taken  place.  It 
was  now  proposed  to  appropriate  870,000/. 
a  year  immediately  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  such  a  grant  was  of  much  more  value 
than  the  speculation  of  a  possible  remote 
md  vantage. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated 
that  the  money  market  would  be  set 
afloat,  and  that  in  the  worst  way,  not  by 
any  fixed  and  permanent  plan.  In  fact, 
the  plan,  when  once  established,  would  be 
•s  fixed  and  permanent  as  any  other ;  and 
perhaps  less  liable  to  variation  than  the 
present  plan^  which  was  generally  allowed 
to  require  some  revision.  "  Every  stock- 
bolder,''  said  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
''  knew  as  well  as  Mr.  Pitt  when  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  under  the  Act  of  1786  would  be 
limited."  Every  stockholder  will,  under 
the  proposed  system,  know  as  well  as  the 
minister  what  the  amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  every  year  will  be,  and  may  form 
his  speculations  with  as  much  certainty  as 
upon  the  plan  now  existing  or.  any  other. 
All  such  speculations  must  be  in  their  na- 
ture uncertain,  because  the  prices  of  stock 
will  be  varied  by  circumstances  which 
cannot  be  foreseen ;  but  they  may,  under 
the  proposed  plan,  be  entered  into  with  as 
much  security  as  their  own  nature  admits 
of.  He  trusted  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman wouldj  when  he  should  come  to 
examine  the  plan  more  maturely,  find 
that  many  of  bis  objections  rested  upon  a 
misconception  of  it.  With  respect  to  the 
time  when  it  should  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration, he  could  see  no  necessity  for 
poMpiming  the  consideration  of  it  beyond 
Monday  se'nnight.  In  the  interval  any 
gentleman  who    might  not  be  satisfied 

yiiii  tbt  ioforfBatiiio  whicb  irottU  be  put 


chequer)  would  be  happy  to  assist  in  pro- 
curing any  information  which  might  be 
desired.  If  it  should  then  appear  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  longer  period 
should  be*  given  for  consideration,  be 
should  not  object  to  it ;  for  he  was  as  much 
impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject as  any  gentleman,  and  he  should  feel 
more  regret  than  any,  if  the  House  should 
come  to  a  hasty  decision,  because  be 
should  feel  himself  involved  in  a  deeper 
responsibility.  But  it  certainly  appeared 
to  him,  perhaps  from  having  given  the 
plan  so  much  previous  consideration,  that 
a  few  days  would  be  sufficient  to  enable 
gentlemen  to  make  themselves  masters  of 
it.  To  him  it  was  particularly  recom- 
mended by  the  consideration  that  it  wai 
equally  applicable  to  all  the  various  cir- 
cumstances to  which  we  could  with  pro- 
bability look  forward.  It  was  not  limited 
to  a  particular  amount  of  expenditure ; 
it  was  not  confined  to  a  stale  of  war  or  of 
peace,  but  would  adapt  itself  tb  every 
change  of  situation.  He  had  already 
pointed  out  its  effects  in  time  of  war,  hot 
had  omitted  to  mention  its  operation  in 
time  of  peace.  In  that  event  he  consi- 
dered its  advantages  as  even  greater  than 
in  time  of  war,  and  superior  to  whatever 
had  been  attempted  in  any  measure  which 
iiad  been  proposed  to  parliament.  It  af* 
forded  an  opportunity  of  keeping  at  the 
constant  disposal  of  parliament  the  means 
of  funding  a  large  sum,  to  the  extent,  if 
required,  of  100  millions  or  more,  as  a 
resource  eventually  to  be  applied  in  case 
of  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  This  was  such 
a  treasure  as  had  never  been  possesied 
either  by  this  country,  or  by  any  other; 
and  could  not  fail  to  impress  upon  every 
foreign  power,  a  just  sense  of  the  valae  of 
the  friendship  of  this  country,  and  of  tbt 
danger  of  provoking  its  hostility. 

With  respect  to  any  constitutional  je>* 
lousy  which  might  be  naturally  excited  oa 
the  first  mention  of  such  a  fund,  it  shoola 
be  recollected  that  it  in  no  way  freed  the 
crown  from  the  control  of  parliament; 
that  it  was  a  treasure  strictly  parliem^j^ 
tary,  and  which  could  only  be  touched 
by  the  authority  of  the  legislature.       , 

He  wished  only  to  add  one  word  with 
regard  to  the  anxiety  expressed  by  ^e 
right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  coosolidsteA 
fund.  He  begged  to  assure  him  that  tae 
effecl  of  the  proposed  plan  coaM  op'/  ^ 
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to  itrengthen  the  consolidtted  fiind  and 
not  to  impair  it.  He  felt  as  strongly  im* 
pressed  as  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman  with 
the  importance  of  supporting  the  con^oti* 
dated  fund ;  and  he  appealed  to  him  whe- 
ther he  had  not^  in  measures  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged^  proved  his  anxiety  on 
this  subject  more  strongly  than  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  himself  e?er  had  an  op- 
portunity of  doing. 

Mr.  Baring  did  not  think  it  possible  to 
go  at  all  into  argument  on  this  subject, 
with  the  imperfect  information  which 
was  then  before  the  House.  But  the  mere 
stating  of  the  case  comprised  circumstances 
which  shocked  persons  who  were  anxious 
for  the  firm  state  of  public  credit,  and  for 
the  fair  situation  of  the  finances  of  the 
country.  They  could  not  hear  those  cir- 
cumstances '  stated,  without  expressing 
regret  and  surprise.  He  felt  considerable 
alarm  at  the  progress  this  plan  was  likely 
to  make ;  at  the  same  time  he  must  observe 
on  the  subject  of  interfering  with  the 
Sinking  Fund,  that  a  period  might  come, 
when  it, would  be  necessary  to  interfere 
with  it,  even  if  the  new  system  had  not 
been  introduced.  The  circumstance  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  letting  loose  twenty 
oaillions  at  once,  at  the  disposal  of  govern- 
nient,  rendered  some  regulation  on  the 
subject  necessary  ;  but  there  was  a  great 
difierence  between  that  regulation  which 
went  to  atrengthen  the  fund,  and  that 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  weakenii^ 
it.    In  making  any  alteration,  they  must 


necessarily  look  to  the  state  of  Europe  and  ^efifect  would   be  produced,    might  have 


of  the  world  at  the  time  the  alteration  was 
proposed.  They  must  consider  whether 
their  finances  had  been  productive  in  that 
year,  or  whether  the  national  expenditure 
had  been  diminished.  They  must  exa- 
mine, whether,  for  a  year  or  two,  the  ex- 
penditure had  not  been  greatly  increased, 
and  whether,  in  addition  to  this,  they  did 
not  find,  from  the  price  of  the  public  funds, 
that  there  was  a  difiicolty  in  raising  the 
arppUea,  by  way  of  loan,  in  preference  to 
taxes.  Perhaps,  on  a  review  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, they  might  consider  the  pre- 
sent an  unfavourable  period  for  touching 
the  Sinking  Fund  at  all.  He  thoueht  it 
was  desir&le  that  the  public  should  be 
apprised  of  the  nature  of  the  plan ;  iu 
discossion,  in  his  opinion,  could  create  no 
immediate  effect  on  public  credit.  What 
the  measure  itself  would  produce  in  two  or 
three  years,  was  another  thing.  As  it  was 
intended  that,  in  the  present  year,  taxes 
to  ibm  amount  of  U70,OQOL  should  be  ap- 
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propriated  to  the  Sinking  Fond,  it  would, 
of  course,  be  rather  increased  than  dimi- 
nished. Setting  aside  the  complicated 
statement  of  figures,  the  real  difference 
consisted  in  the  variation  between  the 
amount  of  taxe»  under  the  new  plan,  viz* 
750,000/.  and  1,700,000/.  which  was  call- 
ed  for  the  charges,  &c.  urtder  the  old 
plan.  The  new  system  would  not  create 
an  immediate  effect ;  but  he  called  on 
those  who  were  the  guardians  of  the  pub- 
lic finances  in  that  House,  to  consider  its 
operation  very  seriously.  For  liis  own 
part  he  should  come  to  the  discussion  with 
a  calm  and  deliberate  mind  ;  and  be  was 
sore,  political  differences  being  laid  aside, 
the  House  would  have  but  one  object  in 
view— the  safety  and  security  of  the  coua* 
try. 

Lord  GBs//ma;^A  observed,  that  whatever 
were  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  plan,  h« 
thought  no  expressions  should  have  been 
made  use  of,  tending  to  create  an  immediate 
effect  on  public  credit.  In  this  pointof  view, 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
had,  in  his  opinion,  placed  the  question 
on  its  true  grounds,  and  corrected  the 
doubts  which  had  been  thrown  out,  in 
speeches  made  that  evening— he  was  con- 
vinced that  those  by  whom  they  were 
delivered,  had  no  intention  of  producing 
any  unpleasant  feeling  in  the  public 
mind  ;  but  still  what  had  been  observed, 
if  it  bad  gone  out  to  the  world,  unaccom- 
panied by  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, who  spoke  last,  that  no  immediate 


done  mischief. 

Sir  John  Newport,  without  any  declared 
opposition  on  his  part  to  the  plan,  thought 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
examine,  in  the  most  minute  manner,  the 
resolutions,  with  respect  both  to  their  im- 
mediate and  futue  operration  on  the  finan* 
cial  system  of  the  country. 

Mr.  H»  TAomion  noticed  two  objections: 
first,  tliat  by  this  proposed  plan  the  amount 
of  the  Sinking 'Fond  would  eventually  be 
diminished,  and  the  funds  consequently 
reduced :  second,  he  hoped  that  no  unfair 
impression  would  go  abroad.  His  own  ge* 
neral  opinion  was,  that  it  was  better  to 
pass  a  prospective  measure  of  this  descrip- 
tion than  to  adopt  it  suddenly.  It  was 
not  enough  to  look  at  it  as  it  might  affect 
taxation,  but  its  future  operation  on  the 
stock  market  it  was  equally  important  to 
attend  to.  Another  point  was,  bow  far  it 
was  consistent  with  the  public  faith  pledged 
in  1793,  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  open 
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his  Majesty's  ministers,  whether  it  was 
their  intention  to  brings  forward  any  mo- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  Letter  ad* 
dressed  by  her  royal  highness  the  Prin** 
cess  of  Wales  to  the  Speaker,  and  which 
had  been  communicated  to  the  House  ? 

Lord  Casilcreagh  said,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  avail  himself  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  sive  such  explanations  as  his  duty 
required  from  him.  it  would  not,  how- 
Cf^er,  be  taking  a  fair  part  towards  her 
Royal  Highness^  if  after  throwing  herself 
on  the  House  as  she  had  done,  he  should 
originate  any  question.  It  was  a  singular 
situation  in  which  her  Petition  stood,  if 
there  was  no  individual  in  the  House  to 
explain  the  nature  of  her  complaint,  and 
to  propose  some  remedy  for  it.  If  any 
person  was  prepared  to  come  forward, 
then  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  deter- 
mine what  course  it  was  most  proper  for 
it  to  pursue.  He  was  certainty  the  last 
person  who  could  be  charged  with  that 
task,  but  he  should  have  no  reluctance  to 
explain  such  matters  as  his  duty  would 
allow  him  to  speak  of  on  a  proper  occasion. 

Mr.  Wkitbrtad  said,  he  was  surprised 
that  the  noble  lord  did  not,  on  the  day 
the  Letter  from  the  Princess  of  Wales  was 
iPead  to  the  •  House,  give  notice  of  some 
motion  on  so  important  a  proceeding;  it 
was  due  to  her  Royal  Highness,  to  the 
House,  and  to  the  public,  that  some  in* 
vestigation  should  follow  such  an  appeal 
as  bad  been  made  to  them.  No  similar 
application  was  ever  placed  on  the  table 
without  some  proceeding  suitable  to  its 
degree  of  importance.  He  did  not  know 
that  the  noble  lord,  or  the  Speaker,  were 
called  to  that  council,  till  he  read  the 
Pilot  Newspaper  of  that  evening,  contain- 
ing what  was  said  to  be  the  Report  al- 
luded to  in  the  Letter  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  signed  by  22  members  of  the 
council.  Tite  House,  in  his  opinion,  could 
not  be  satis6ed  without  further  explana- 
tion ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  ministers,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  have  moved  for  an 
authentic  copy  of  the  Report  that  was 
agreed  to*.     Jt  was  also  right  that  the 

■ 

*  The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  said 
Report : 

Report,  &c.   to   His  KoyAL  Highness 
TUB  PaiNCE  Recent — February  18IS. 

The  fot lowing  Members  of  his  Majes- 
ty^s  most  hoaonrable  Privv  Council,  viz. 

Hii  grace  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  right  hon.  the  Lord  High  Cban- 
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House  should  know  what  was  referred  by 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  the 
council,  as  the  foundation  of  their  Report, 
whether  it  was  the  Report  of  1806,  or  the 
Minute  of  Council  of  1807,  signed  by  lord 
Eldon,  the  noble  lord,  and  the  member 
for  liverpool,  (Mr.  Canning)  in  which  her 
Royal  Highness  was  declared  to  be  wholly 
innocent.  If  the  Report  contained  in  the 
Pilot  paper  was  correctly  given>  be  con« 
cur  red  with  her  Royal  Highness,  that 
aspersions  were  cast  upon  her  which  tend* 
ed  to  the  insecurity  of  the  state.  For 
there  certainly  was  one  passage  so  an* 
biguoosly  worded,  that  an  inference  might 
be  drawn  from  it,  that  her  Royal  Highnesi 
had  been  guilty  of  great  misconduct; 
whilst  it  also  might  bear  the  constructioD, 
that  she  was  no  farther  blamable  than  for 
such  things  as  might  be  considered  but 
trifling  omnces.  Under  this  impreoioa 
he  again  said  it  became  the  noble  lord  to 
move  for  the  Report.  The  transactions 
ought  not  to  be  kept  secret.  He  was  nei* 
ther  the  adviser  or  counseHor  of  her  Royal 
Highness,  but  it  should  be  seen  whether 
or  not  the  noble  lord  bad  not  been  both  her 
acquitter  and  accuser. 

Lord  Caalereagh  replied,  that  he  wooM 
not  consent  to  be  put  on  his  defence  for 
any  petition,  or  to  give  any  explanatioDi, 
if  no  individual  thought  proper  to  submit 
a  motion  upon  it.  It  was  his  duty  as  t 
privy  counsellor  not  to  disclose  the  secrrlf 
of  the  council  without  the  permission  of 
the  crown— nothing  should  induce  hiaa  to 
swerve  from  his  course  of  duty ;  but  st 
the  same  time  he  would  say,  that  he  had 
given  no  advice  which  he  was  not  willing 
to  avow  and  to  defend.  If  the  hon.  meoi* 
ber  had  read  the  Report,  he  would  find  it 
was  not  open  to  the  construction  put  upon 
it,  The  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  council  was  not  one  of  charge,  bot 
one  relating  to  regulations  under  which 
her  Royal  Highness  was  to  be  alk>wed  to 
see  her  daughter. 

Mr.  Wkuhrtad  then  read  the  Report, 
and  said  the  public  were  Ignorant  of  all 
the  circumstances  which  had  induced  the 

eel  lor,  his  grace  the  archbishop  of  Yorki 
his  grace  the  Lr>rd  Primate  of  Ireland,  tbo 
Lord  President  of  the  council,  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  the  earj  of  Purkingbamshirei 
the  earl  Btfthurst,  the  earl  ot  Liverpooli  tbs 
earl  of  Mulgrave,  the  viscount  MelvillSf 
the  viscount  Sidmouth,  the  viscount  Cas- 
tlereagh,  the  right  hon.  the  lord  bishop  ef 
London,  the  right  hon.  lord  JiUmboioegli/ 
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efiect  from  the  inhabitants  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed.  With  respect  to  the  latterj 
his  lordship  obserTed,  that  a  petition  from 
the  corporation^  against  the  Catholic 
claims^  had  been  presented,  which  had 
been  agreed  to  at  ^  meeting,  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  those  present;  but  he  w%3  in* 
stracted  to  state,  that  the  present  petition 
was  signed  by  80  of  the  burgesses,  form- 
ing, in  fact,  a  majority  of  the  corporation. 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  petition  from 
the  Protestant  dissenting  ministers  of  the 
three  denominations  in  London  and  its 
Ticinity,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  all  dis- 
abilities, on  account  of  religious  opinions. 
His  lordship  observed,  that' the  petitioners 
urere  the  successors  of  those  persons  who 
had  so  materially  contributed  to  the  re- 
-atoration  of  Charles  the  2nd,  and  of  those, 
who,  at  a  later  period,  had  consented  to 
acts,  which  involved  th^  sacriBce  of  their 
own  privileges,  with  the  roost  disinterested 
▼iew  of  supporting  the  House  of  Hanover. 
Their  petitions  upon  the  present  occasidn 
had  been  accelerated  in  consequence  of 
what  had  been  stated  by  right  reverend 
prelates  and  other  lords,  that  petitions 
which  they  presented  against  the  Catholic 
claims  had  been  signed  by  Protestant  dis* 
aenting  ministers  and  Protestant  dissenters. 
They  were  therefore  anxious  to  make 
known  their  sentiments  in  favour  of  gene- 
ral religious  liberty,  that  it  might  not  be 
•opposed  that  they  participated  in  the 
opinions  of  a  contrary  description  thus 
ttoted  to  have  been  expressed  by  others. 

The  Earl  of  Essex  presented  a  petition 
in  favour  of  the  Catholic  claims,  from  the 
nobility,  gentry,  and  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Flint. 

Lord  Kenyan  adverted  to  the  petition  al- 
ready pr€sented,  which  had  been  agreed 
upon  at  a  county  meeting  of  Flintshire, 
with  only  two  dissentient  voices,  and 
stated  that,  subsequently,  with  a  view  to 
obtain  this  counter  petition,  the  greatest 
exertions  bad  been  used  by  the  agents  of 
earl  Grosvenor  to  procure  the  signatures 
to  it  of  persons  dependent  upon  bis  lord- 
ship and  in  his  employ.  They  had  for 
this  purpose  resorted  to  threats,  and  in 
particular  two  individuals  had  been  threat- 
ened with  being  turned  out  of  their  farms, 
and  dismissed  from  his  lordf»hip's  employ, 
if  they  did  n«»t  sign  the  petition. 

The£arl  of  Essex  said,  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  circumstances  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  lord.  The  petition  had  been  hand- 
ed to  hhn,  the  noble  earl  alluded  to  not 
being  al»le  to  attend* 
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Lord  Kenyan  stated,  that  he  had  inti- 
mated to  earl  Grosvenor  his  intention  of 
stating  the  facts  connected  with  the  man- 
ner of  obtaining  signatures  to  this  peti- 
tion, if  that  noble  earl  should  present  it* 
He  disclaimed  any  intention  of  imputing 
to  the  noble  earl  who  now  presented  the 
petition,  any  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances to  which  he  had  alluded. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday  f  March  4. 

* 

The  Princess  of  Wales.]  Public  ex- 
pectation probably  never  rose  so  high  as 
on  this  evening,  in  consequence  of  the 
expected  discussion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  subject  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales's  Letter,  and  the  explanation  which 
was  naturally  .looked  for.  An  immense 
crowd  assembled  in  the  avenues  of  the 
House,  and  the  gallery  door  not  being 
opened  till  five  o'clock,  after  two  ballots 
had  been  gone  through,  there  was  ample 
time  for  the  crowd  to  accumulate.  The 
Gallery,  on  its  being  opened,  was  imme- 
diately filled,  and  great  numbers,  dis- 
appointed of  admission,  were  compelled 
reluctantly  to  take  their  departure. 

It  had  been  rumoured  for  two  or  three 
days  previously,  that  the  bringing  in  the 
question  relative  to  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
would  be  the  signal  for  some  member  to 
move  the  standing  order  for  the  exclusion 
of  strangers.  It  was  doubted,  however, 
whether  any  member  would  execute  so 
unwelcome  a  task.  Events  proved  this 
rumour  to  fte  well  founded,  and  Mr. 
Lygon  was  the  member  who  volunteered 
his  services  to  close  the  doors.  A  great 
number  of  peers  were  below  the  bar  anxi- 
ous to  hear  the  discussion,  who  of  course 
were,  equally  with  other  strangers,  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  House.  In  consequence 
of  the  sitting  being  thus  rendered  secret, 
Mr.  Bennet  moved  an  adjournment,  upon 
which  the  House  divided.  Ayes  159; 
Noes,  248.  Majority,  109.  The  adjourn- 
ment being  thus  negiitived, 

Mr.  Cochrane  JtSnsione  rose  and  said, 
that  as  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had 
cleared  the  gallery,  he  should  not  bring 
forward  his  motion  that  night,  but  reserve 
to  himsf  If  the  right  ot  renewing  it  on  any 
future  occasion. 

Mr.  Lygon  said,  that  whenever  the  hon. 
gentleman  did  renew  his  motion,  he 
should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  again  to  move 
the  standing  ordei  for  clearing  the  gallery. 

Mr.  H^ynn  wished  to  be  informed  by 
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his  Majesty's  en  misters,  whether  it  was 
their  intention  to  brin^  forward  any  mo* 
tion  on  ihe  subject  of  the  Letter  ad* 
dressed  by  her  royal  highness  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  10  ihe  Speaicer,  and  which 
had  been  communicated  to  the  House  ? 

Lord  Coiilertagh  said,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  avail  himselfof  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  give  such  explanations  as  his  duty 
required  from  him.  It  would  not«  how- 
ever»  be  taking  a  fair  part  towards  her 
Royal  Highness,  if  after  throwing  herself 
on  the  House  as  she  had  done,  he  should 
originate  any  question.  It  was  a  singular 
situation  in  which  her  Petition  stood,  if 
there  was  no  individual  in  the  House  to 
explain  the  nature  of  her  complaint,  and 
to  propose  some  remedy  for  it.  If  any 
person  was  prepared  to  come  forward, 
then  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  deter- 
tnine  what  course  it  was  most  proper  for 
it  to  pursue.  He  was  certainly  the  last 
person  who  could  be  charged  with  that 
task,  but  he  should  have  no  reluctance  to 
explain  such  matters  as  his  duty  would 
allow  him  to  speak  of  on  a  proper  occasion. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  said,  he  was  surprised 
that  the  noble  lord  did  not,  on  the  day 
the  Letter  from  the  Princess  of  Wales  was 
itzA  to  the  *  House,  give  notice  of  some 
motion  on  so  important  a  proceeding;  it 
was  due  to  her  Royal  Highness,  to  the 
House,  and  to  the  public,  that  some  in* 
▼estigation  should  follow  such  an  appeal 
as  had  been  made  to  them.  No  similar 
application  was  ever  placed  on  the  table 
without  some  proceeding  suitable  to  its 
degree  of  importance.  He  did  not  know 
that  the  noble  lord,  or  the  Speaker,  were 
called  to  that  council,  till  he  read  the 
Pilot  Newspaper  of  that  evening,  contain- 
ing what  was  said  (o  be  the  Report  al- 
luded to  in  the  Letter  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  signed  by  22  members  of  the 
council.  Tlie  House,  in  his  opinion,  could 
not  be  -satisfied  without  further  explana- 
tion ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  ministers,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  have  moved  for  an 
authentic  copy  of  the  Report  that  was 
agreed  to*.     Jt  was  also  right  that  the 
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*  The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  said 
Report : 

Report,  &c.   to   His  Roval  Highness 
TBI  Prince  Recbnt. — February  1813. 

The  following  Members  of  his  Majes- 
\y^%  most  honourable  Privv  Council,  viz. 

Hii  grace  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
Ibury,  the  right  hon.  the  Lord  High  Chan- 


House  should  know  what  was  referred  by 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  the 
council,  as  the  foundation  of  their  Report, 
whether  it  was  the  Report  of  ]g06,  or  the 
Minute  of  Council  of  1807,  signed  by  k)rd 
Eldon,  the  noble  lord,  and  the  member 
for  Liverpool,  (Mr.  Canning)  in  which  her 
Royal  Highness  was  declared  to  be  wholly 
innocent.  If  the  Report  contained  in  the 
Pilot  paper  was  correctly  given,  be  cod* 
curred  with  her  Royal  Highness,  that 
aspersions  were  cast  upon  her  which  tend* 
ed  to  the  insecurity  of  the  state.  For 
there  certainly  was  one  passage  so  am* 
biguoosly  worded,  that  an  inference  might 
be  drawn  from  it,  that  her  Royal  Highneii 
had  been  guilty  of  great  misconduct; 
whilst  it  also  might  bear  the  constroctioo, 
that  she  was  no  farther  blamable  than  for 
such  things  as  might  be  considered  but 
trifling  omnces.  Under  this  impressioa 
he  again  said  it  became  the  noble  lord  to 
move  for  the  Report.  The  transactiooi 
ought  not  to  be  kept  secret.  He  was  nei- 
ther the  adviser  or  counseHor  of  her  Royal 
Highness,  but  it  should  be  seen  whether 
or  not  the  noble  lord  bad  not  been  both  her 
acqoitter  and  accuser. 

Lord  Catiiertagk  replied,  that  he  wooM 
not  consent  to  be  put  on  his  defence  for 
any  petition,  or  to  give  any  explanatiooi, 
if  no  individual  thought  proper  to  submit 
a  motion  upon  it.  It  was  his  doty  as  a 
privy  counsellor  not  to  disclose  the  secrets 
of  the  council  without  the  permtssion  of 
the  crown— nothing  sbonid  induce  him  te 
swerve  from  his  course  of  duty ;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  would  say,  that  he  bad 
given  no  advice  which  he  was  not  williog 
to  avow  and  to  dtfend.  If  the  hon.  mem- 
ber had  read  the  Report,  he  would  find  it 
was  not  open  to  the  construction  put  upon 
it,  The  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  council  was  not  one  of  charge,  hot 
one  relatinijr  to  regulations  under  which 
her  Royal  Highness  was  to  be  altowed  to 
see  her  daughter. 

Mr.  Wfdibrtad  then  read  the  BepoH, 
and  said  the  public  were  ignorant  of  all 
the  circumstances  which  b^  induced  the 

eel  lor,  his  grace  the  archbishop  of  Yorki 
his  grace  the  Lr»rd  Primate  of  Ireland,  the 
Lord  President  of  the  council,  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  the  earj  of  Sa(*kingl>*<Dshirei 
the  earl  Btfthurst,  the  earl  ot  Liverpool,  ths 
earl  of  Mulgrave,  the  viscount  Mebills* 
the  viscount  Sidmouth,  the  viscount  Gas- 
tlereegh,  the  right  hon.  the  lord  bishop  of 
liondon,  the  right  bos.  lord  J&lhnibofo«gk# 
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council  (o  make  soch  a  Report.  Was  the 
Report  of  1606  referred  to,  to  refreih  the 
neiQory  of  those  who  were  in  the  old  cabi- 
net, or  that  of  1^07,  to  give  information 
to  the  present  ministers?  It  should  be  re- 


lord  chief  jastice  of  the  Court  of  King's 
bench ;  the  right  hon.  the  Speaker  uf  the 
HoQse  of  Commons,  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of.  the  Exchequer,  the  right 
hon.  the  ChanceJIor  of  the  Duchy,  his  ho- 
xiour  the  Master  of  the  Rolln,  the  right 
hon.  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,*  the  right  hon.  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
the  right  hon.  the  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty,  the  right  hoo.  the 
Demn  of  the  Arches.  Having  been  sum- 
moned  by  command  of  your  Royal  High- 
ness, on  the  19th  of  February  1813,  to 
meet  at  the  office  of  viscount  SidoMioth, 
•secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department, 
a  coramVnication  was  made  by  his  lordship 
to  the  lords  then  present  in  the  foUowtng 
terms:— 

"  My  lords;  I  have  it  in  command  from 
his  royal  highnete  the  PrioCe  Regent,  to 
acquaint  your  lordships,  that  a  copy  of  a 
Letter  from  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  the 
Prince  Regent  having  appeared  in  a  pub- 
lic p'^ppr,  -which  Letter  refers  to  the  pro- 
ceedings that  took  place  in  an  inquiry  in- 
siituted  by  command  of  his  Majesty,  in 
the  year  1806,  and  contains,  among  other 
matters,  certain  animadversions  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  Prince  Regent  has 
exercised  his  undoubted  right  of  regula- 
ting the  conduct  aiK),  education  of  his 
daughter  the  Princess  Charlotte  ;  and  his 
Royal  Highness  having  taken  into  his  con 
sideration  the  said  Letter  so  published,  and 
adverting  to  the  directions  heretofore  given 
by  his  Majesty,  that  the  documents  rela- 
ting to  the  said  inquiry  should  be  sealed 
np,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's principal  secretary  of  state;  in  order 
that  his  Majesty's  government  should  pos- 
sess the  means  of  restoring  to  them  if  ne- 
cessary ;  his  Royal  Highness  has  f  been 
pleased  to  direct,  that  the  said  Letter  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  whole  of 
the  said  documents,  together  with  the  co- 
pies of  other  letters  and  papers,  of  which  a 
schedule  is  annexed,  should  be  referred  to 
your  lordships,  being  members  of  his  Ma- 

*  The  Chief  Jttstioe  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  was  prevented  by  indisposition 
from  attending,  during  any'  part  of  these 


membered  that  her  Royal  Highness  bad 
no  privy  council,  no  members  of  parlia- 
ment at  her  command.  But  if  .no  other 
member  would  submit  a  motion  to  the 
House  on  her  petition,  he  would  do  8o^ 

1 

jesty  s  most  honourable  privy  council,  for 
your  consideration ;  and  that  you  should 
report  to  his  Royal  Highness  your  opi- 
nion, whether,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  be  fit  and  proper  that  the 
intercourse  between  the  Princess  of  Wales 
and  her  daughter,  the  Princess  Charlotte, 
should  continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation 
and  restraint :-»" 

Their  kurdships  adjom'ned  their  meetings 
to  Tues(!ay  the  2Sd  Eehroary ;  and  the  in- 
termediate days  having  been  empkiyed  iii 
perusing  the  documents  referred  to  thern^ 
by  command  of  yoor  Royal  Highness,  they 
proceeded  on  that  and  the  following  day 
to  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  do- 
cuments, and  have  agreed  to  report  to  your 
Royal  Highness  as  follows :-» 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  youi^ 
Royal  Highness,  we  have  taken  into  our 
most  serious  consideration  the  Letter  from 
her  royal  highness  the  Prioceas  ef  Wales 
to  your  Royal  highness,  which  has  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers,  and  ha«.he«i 
referred  to  us  by  yovr  Royal  Highness,  in 
which  letter  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
amongst  other  matters,  complains  that  the 
intercourse  between  her .  Royal  Highness 
and  her  royal  highoesr  the  Prioceas  Char- 
lotte, has  been  subjected  to  certain  restric- 
tions. 

We  have  also  taken  into  our  most  se- 
rious consideration,  together  with  the* 
other  papers  referred  to  ns  by  your  Royal 
Highness,  all  the  documents  relative  to  the 
Inquiry  instituted  in  1806,  by  command 
of  his  Majesty,  into  the  truth  of  certain 
representations,  respecting  the  conduct  of 
her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
which  appears  to  have  been  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  your  Royal  Highness,  and 
to  have  been  transmitted  by  your  Royal 
Highness,  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of 
lord  Thurlow,  and  upon  grounds  of  public 
duty,  to  his  Majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, by  whom  they  were  submitted  to 
his  Majesty's  consideration.  And  year 
Royal  Highness  having  been  graciously 
pleased  to  command  us  to  report  our  opi- 
nions to  your  Royal  Highness,  whether, 
under  all  the  circtunstances  of  the  case,  it 
be  fit  and  proper,  that  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Princess  of  Wales  mid  her 
daughter,  the  Princess  Charlotte,  should 
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thoagh  this  was  pecaliarly  the  daty  of  the 
noble  lord.  It  was  sufficient  for  a  mem- 
ber  of  parliament  in  his  common  capacity» 
to  say  he  would  wait  and  give  his  opi- 
iiion«  but  such  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
noble  lord  as  a  minister  of  the  crown  in 
that  House  in  such  a  case. 

Lord  Casileret^h  would  still  persevere  in 
refusing  to  answer  any  questions  arising 

^— —  I  ■■ ■■..■■Ill  I  II  ■       I  n 

continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation  and 
restraint;— 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  report  to  your 
Royal  Highness,  that  after  a  full  ezamina* 
tion  of  all  the  documents  before  us,  we  are 
of  opinion,  that  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  it  is  highly  fit  and  pro- 
per, with^  a  view  to  the  welfare  of  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  in 
which  are  equally  involved  the  happines^ 
of  your  Royal  Highness  in  your  parental 
and  royal  character,  and  the  most  impor- 
tant interests  of  the  state,  that  the  inter- 
course between  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales  and  her  roval  highness 
the  Princess  Charlotte,  should  continue  to 
be  subject  to  regulation  and  restraint. 

We  humbly  trust  that  we  may  be  per- 
mitted, without  being  thought  to  exceed 
the  limits  of  the  duty  imposed  on  us,  re- 
spectfully to  express  the  just  sense  we  en- 
tertain of  the  motives  by  which  your  Royal 
Highness  has  been  actuated  in  the  post- 

gonement  of  the  Confirmation  of  her  royal 
ighness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  as  it  ap- 
pears, by  a  statement  under  the  hand  of 
her  majesty  the  Queen,  that  your  Royal 
Highness  has  conformed  in  this  respect 
to  the  declared  will  of  his  Majesty,  who 
had  been  pleased  to  direct,  that  such  cere- 
mony should  not  take  place  till  her  Royal 
Highness  should  have  completed  her  18th 
year. 

We  also  humbly  trust  that  we  may  be 
further  permitted  to  notice  some  expres- 
iioos  in  the  Letter  of  her  royal  highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  which  may  possibly 
be  construed  as  implying  a  charge  of  too 
serious  a  nature  to  be  passed  over  without 
observation.  We  refer  to  the  words— 
**  suborned  traducers."  As  this  expres- 
sion, from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  intro- 
duced, may,  perhaps,  be  liable  to  be  un- 
derstood (however  impossible  it  may  be  to 
suppose  that  it  can  have  been  sointended), 
lo  have  reference  to  some  part  of  the  con- 
duct of  your  Royal  Highness,  we  feel  it 
our  bounden  duty  not  to  omit  tbis'oppor- 
tunity  of  declaring  that  the  documents  laid 
before  us  afibrd  the  most  ample  proQt«  that 
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out  of  a  statement  found  in  a  public  news- 
paper, nor  would  he  have  sai(|  so  much,  had 
it  not  been  endeavoured  to  impute  inten- 
tions to  the  government  which  they  never 
formed. 

Mr.  IVkiibread  was  not  calling  in  ques* 
tion  the  intentions  but  the  acts  of  ministers 
—their  intentions  he  did  not  know. 

Lord  Stanley  asked  whether  it  was  the 
,  ^._^_^.^_^_^^^_^_^__^ 

there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for 
such  an  aspersion. 

(Signed) 

C.  Cantuar'  Sidmouth, 

Eldon,  Castlbseach, 

£.  Ebor'  J.  London, 

W.  Armagh,  Ellen  bo  rough, 

Harrowby,  p.  C.  Chas.  Abbot, 

Westmoreland,  C.  P.  S.  N.  Vansittart, 

Buckinghamshire,  C.  Bathurst, 

Bathurst,  W.  Grant, 

Liverpool,  A.  Macdonald, 

MuLGRAVE,  W.  Scott, 

Melville,  J.  Nicholl. 

(A  true  Copy}        Sidmouth, 

The  following  are  the  Documents  re* 
ferred  to  in  the  preceding  Report : 

Letter  addressed  by  Her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales,  tu  the 
Prince  Regent,  dated  Monlague 
House,  January  H^ISIS. 

Sir ;  it  is  with  ^great  reluctance  that  I 
presume  to  obtrude  myself  upon  your 
Royal  Highness,  and  to  solicit  your  atten* 
tion  to  matters  which  may,  at  first,  sppear 
rather  of  a  personal  than  a  public  osture. 
If  I  could  think  tbeni  so— >if  they  re- 
lated merely  lo  myself— 1  should  abstain 
from  proceedings  which  might  give  un- 
easiness, or  interrupt  the  more  weighty 
occupations  of  your  Royal  Highness'* 
time.  1  should  continue,  in  silence  aiul  re- 
tirement, to  lead  the  life  which  has  been 
prescribed  to  me,  and  console  myself  for 
the  loss  of  that  society  and  those  doinesiic 
comforts  to  which  I  'have  so  long  bceii  a 
stranger,  by  the  reflection  that  it  has  bcf n 
deemed  proper  I  should  be  afflicted  with- 
out any  fault  of  my  own — and  that  your 
Royal  Highness  knows  it. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  considerations  of  s 
higher  nature  than  any  regard  to  my  o\yn 
happiness,  which  render  this  addruss  a 
duty  both  to  myself  and  my  daughter. 
May  I  venture  to  say— a  doty  also  to  my 
husband,  and  the  people  committed  to 
hircar e  ?  There  is  a  point  beyond  which 
a  guiltless  womaa  cannot  with  safety  carr/ 
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intention  of  ministers  to  take  any  other 
notice  of  the  Letter,  addressed  to  the 
speaker  of  that  House  hy  the  Princess  of 
Wales? 

her  forbearance.  If  her  honour  is  invaded, 
the  defence  of  her  repotation  is  no  longer 
a  matter  of  choice  ;  ^and  it  signifies  not 
whether  the  attack  be  made  openly,  -mau- 
folly^  and  directly — or  by  secret  insinua- 
tion, and  by  holding  such  conduct  to- 
wards her  as  countenances  ell  the  suspi- 
cions that  malice  can  suggest.  If  ihese 
ought  to  be  the  feelings  of  every  woman 
in  England  who  is  conscious  that  she  de- 
serves no  reproach,  your  Koyal  Highness 
has  too  sound  a  judgment,  and  too  nice  a 
sense  of  honour,  not  to  perceive,  hoyr 
much  more  justly  they  belong  to  the  mo- 
ther of  your  daughter— the  mother  of  her 
who  'is  destined,  I  trust  at  a  Tery  distant 
period,  to  reisn  over  the  British  empire. 

It  may  be  known  to  your  Royal  High- 
ness that  during  the  continuance  of  the 
restrictions  upon  your  royal  authority,  I 
purposely  refrained  from  making  any  re- 
presentations which  might  then  augment 
the  painful  difficulties  of  your  exalted 
station.  At  the  expiration  of  the  restric- 
tions I  still  was  inclined  to  delay  taking 
this  step,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  owe  the 
redress  I  sought  to  your  gracious  and  un- 
solicited condescension.  I  have  waited, 
in  the  fond  indulgence  of  this  expectation, 
antil,  to  my  inexpressible  mortification,  I 
find  that  my  unwillingness  to  complain, 
has  only  produced  fresh  grounds  of  com 
plaint;  and  I  am  at  length  compelled, 
either  to  abandon  all  regard  for  the  twp 
dearest  objects  which  I  possess  on  earth, 
mine  own  honour,  and  my  beloved  child, 
or  to  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of  your 
Koyal  Highness  as  the  natural  protector 
of  both. 

I  presume.  Sir,  to  represent  to  your 
Royal  Highness,  that  the  separation,  which 
every  succeeding  month  is  making  wider, 
of  the  mother  and  the  daughter,  is  equally 
injurious  to  my  character  and  to  her  edu- 
cation. 1  say  nothing  of  the  deep  wounds 
which  so  cruel  an  arrangement  infiicu 
upon  my  feelings,  although  I  would  fain 
hope  that  fetv  persons  will  be  found  of  a 
disposition  to  think  lightly  of  these.  To 
see  myself  cut  off  from  one  of  the  very 
few  clomestic  enjoyments  left  me-— cer- 
tainly the  only  one  upon  which  I  set  any 
▼aloe,  the  society  of  my  child— involves 
me  in  such  misery,  as  I  well  know  year 
jKoyal  Highness  coold  never  inflict  upon 
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Lord  Casilareagh  said,  that'  whenever 
any  intention  of  that  nature  was  entertain- 
ed by  the  Prince  Regent*s  ministers,  due 
notice  would  be  given  of  it. 

me  if  you  were  aware  of  its  bitterness. 
Our  intercourse  has  been  gradually  dimi- 
nished. A  singles  interview  weekly  seemed 
sufficiently'  hard  allowance  for  a  mother's 
afiections-^That,  however,  was  reduced  to 
our  meeting  once  a  fortnight ;  and  I  now 
learn  that  even  this  most  rigorous  inter- 
diction  is  to  be  still  more  rigidly  en- 
forced. 

But  while  I  do  nbt  venture  to  intrude 
my  feelings  as  a  mother  upon  your  Royal 
Highness's  nodce,  I  must  be  allowed  to 
say,  that  in  the  eyes  of  an  observing  and 
jealous  world,  this  separation  of  a  daughter 
from  her  mother  will  only  admit  of  one 
construction— a  construction  fatal  to  the 
mother's  reputation.  Your  Royal  High- 
ness will  also  pardon  me  for  adding,  that 
there  is  no  less  inconsistepcy  than  injus- 
tice in  this  treatments— He  who  dares  ad- 
vise your  Royal  Highness  to  overlook  the 
evidence  of  my  innocence,  and  disregard 
the  sentence  of  complete  acquittal  which 
it  produced— or  is  wicked  and  false  enough 
still  to  whisper  suspicions  in  your  ear,  be- 
trays his  duty  to  you.  Sir,  to  your 
daughter,  and  to  your  people,  if  he 
counsels  you  to  permit  a  day  to  pass 
without  a  further  investigation  of  my  con- 
duct. I  know  that  no  such  calumniator 
will  venture  to  recommend  a  measure 
which  must  speedily  end  in  his  utter 
confusion.  Then  let  me  implore  you  to 
reflect  on  the  situation  in  which  I  ami 
placed ;  without  the  shadow  of  a  charge 
against  me— without'  even  an  accuser — 
after  an  enquiry  that  led  to  my  ample  vin- 
dication-^yet  treated  as  if  1  were  still 
more  culpable  than  the  perjuries  of  my 
suborned  traducers  represented  me,  and 
held  up  to  the  world  as  a  mother  who 
may  not  enjoy  the  society  of  her  only 
child. 

The  feelings.  Sir,  which  are  natural  to 
my  unexampled  situation,  might  justify 
me  in  the  gracious  judgment  of  your 
Royal  Highness,  had  I  no  other  motives 
for  addressing  you  but  such  as  relate  to 
myself.  But  1  will  not  disguii^e  from 
your  Royal  Highness  what  I  cannot  for  a 
moment  conceal  from  myself,  that  the  se- 
rious, and  it  soon  may  be,  the  irreparable 
injury  which  my  daughter  sustains  from 
the  plan  at  present  pursued,  has  done 
more  in  overcoming  my  relucUnce  to  in- 
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Lord  MUton  thought  it  the  boonden 
doty  of  ministers  to  take  op  the  business, 
which  was  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
every  point  of  view,  and  not  of  so  trivial  a 
nature  as  the  noble  lord  afiected  to  consi- 
^r  it.  * 

trode  upon  your  Royal  Highnessi,  than 
sny  sufferings  of  my  own  could  accom* 
plish ;  and  if  for  her  sake  I  presume  to 
call  away  your  Royal  Highness's  atten* 
tion  to  the  other  cares  of  your  exalted 
•tation,  I  feel  confident  I  am  not  claiming 
It  for  a  matter  of  inferior  importance 
either  to  yourself  or  your  people. 

The  powers  with  which  the  constitution 
of  these  realms  vests  your  Hoyal  Highness 
in  the  regulation  of  the  royal  family,  I 
know,  because  I  am  so  advised,  are  ample 
und  unquestionable.  My  appeal.  Sir,  is 
made  to  your  excellent  sense  and  liberality 
^mind  in  the  exercise  of  Jthose  powers: 
and  I  willingly  hope  that  your  parental 
feelings  will  lead  you  to  excuse  the 
anxiety  of  mine  for  impelling  m&  to  re- 
present the'  unhappy  consequences  which 
the  present  syetem  must  entail  upon  our 
beloved  child. 

Is  it  possible,  Sir,  that  any  one  can 
have  attempted  to  persuade  your  Royal 
Highness,.that  her  character  will  not  be 
injured  by  the  perpetual  violence  ofiered 
to  her  strongest  affections— the  studied 
care  taken  to  estrange  her  from  my  so- 
ciety, and  even  to  interrupt  all  communi- 
cation between  us  ?  That  her  love  to  me, 
with  whom,  by  his  Majesty's  wise  and 
gracious  arrangements,  she  passed  the 
years  of  her  infancy  and  childhood,  never 
oan  be  extroguisbed,  I  well  know,  and  the 
knowledge  of  it  forms  the  greatest  blessing 
of  my  existence. 

Bat  let  me  implore  your  Royal  Higph- 
ness  to  reflect  how  inevitably  all  attempts 
to  abate  this  attachment,  by  forcibly  sepa- 
rating us,  if  they  succeed,  must  injure  my 
child  s  principles — if  they  fail,  must  de- 
stroy her  happiness. 

The  plan  of  excluding  my  daughter 
from  all  intercourse  with  the  world,  appears 
to  my  humble  judgment  peculiarly  unfor- 
tunate. She  who  is  destined  to  be  the 
sovereign  of  this  great  country,  enjoys 
none  of  those  advantages  of  society  which 
are  deemed  necessary  for  imparting  a 
knowledge  of  mankind  to  persons  who 
have  infinitely  less  occasion  to  learn  that 
important  lesson :  and  it  may  so  happen, 
by  a  chance  which  I  trust  is  very  remote, 
that  she  should  be  caUed  upon  to  exerciie 
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Mr.  BeiMei  declared,  that  whenever  the 
gallery  was  cleared,  he  should  persist  in 
moving  an  adjournment;  and  be  now 
again  moved  that  the  House  should  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Yarke  expressed  his  regret  that  the 

the  powers  of  the  crown,  with  an  expe- 
rience of  the  world  more  confined  than 
that  of  the  most  private  indivkloal.  To 
the  extraordinary  talents  with  which  she 
is  blessed,  and  which  accompany  a  diipo> 
si  tion  so  singularly  amiable,  frank,  and 
decided,  I  willingly  trust  much ;  bot  be- 
yond a  certain  point  the  greatest  natural 
endowments  cannot  struggle  against  the 
disadvantages  of  circumstances  and  sitot- 
tion.  It  is  my  earnest  prayer,  for  her  own 
sake  as  well  as  her  country's,  tbst  yoor 
Royal- Highness  may  be  induced  to  pauie 
before  this  point  be  reached. 

Those  who  have  advised  you,  Sir,  to  de» 
lay  so  long  the  period  of  my  daughter's 
commencing  her  intercourse  with  the 
world,  and  for  that  purpose  to  make 
Windsor  her  residence,  appear  not  to 
have  regarded  the  interruptions  to  her 
education  which  this  arrangement  occa- 
sions ;  l>oth  by  the  impossibility  of  ob- 
taining the  attendance  of  proper  teachers, 
and  the  time  unavoidably  consumed  io 
the  frequent  journies  to  town,  which  ibe 
must  make,  unless  she  is  to  be  seciodcd 
from  all  intercourse,  even  with  your  Rov»l 
Highness  and  the  rest  of  the  royal  family. 
To  the  same  unfortunate  counsels  1  ascribe 
a  circumstance  in  every  way  so  distressing v 
both  to  my  parental  and  religious  feel ingii 
that  my  daughter  has  never  yet  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  confirmation,  althoagh  abote 
a  year  older  th^n  the  age  at  which  all  the 
other  branches  of  the  royal  family  haw 
partaken  of  that  solemnity.  May  I  ear- 
nestly conjure  you,  Sir,  to  hear  my  in- 
treaties  upon  this  serious  matter,  even  if  yoo 
should  listen  to  other  advisers  on  things  of 
less  near  concernment  to  the  welfare  of 
our  child? 

The  pain  with  which  I  have  at  length 
formed  the  resolution  of  ad  dressing  myself 
to  yoor  Royal  Highness  is  such  as  I  •^*"|j} 
in  vain  attempt  lo  express.*  If  1  couM 
adequately  describe  it,  you  might  bcena| 
bled,  Sir,  to  estimate  the  strength  of  *hs 
motives  which  have  made  me  subawt  to 
it.  They  are  the  mosf  powerful  feeliogi 
of  affection,  and  ihe  deepest  impressions  si 
duty  towards  your  Royal  Highness,  mV 
beloved  child,  and  the  country,  which  t 
devotedly  hope  she  may  be  prcserw  •• 
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hon.  member  should  think  It  right  to  per- 
ain  in  his  moiioo»  and  thus  impede  the 
progress  of  the  public  business.  The 
Hooae«  he  thought,  should  mark  its  sense 
of  such  conduct.    He  had  once  been  a 

govern,  and  to  shew  by  a  new  example 
the  liherai  aSection  of  a  free  and  ^eue- 
rotta  people  to  a  firtuoas  and  constiimional 
SMNiarcli. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  profound  respect,  and 
no  atuchment  which  nothing  can  alter, 
your  Hovel  Highoess's  most  devoted  and 
mosl  amctionate  consort,  cousin,  and  sub« 
jcct»  Caroune  iouisA* 

Copy  of  a  Report  made  in  1806,  by 
the  four  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  King,  viz  lord  Erskine, 
(Chancellor,)  lord  GrenvtTle,  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  lord  Spencer,  Se- 
cretary of  Stale,  lord  Ellen  borough. 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King'-bencb, 
to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales. 
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marked  man,  and  was  near  having  hie 
bouse  pulled  about  his  ears,  for  doing  hie 
duty  in  a  similar  manner.  He  did  not  he« 
si  tale  to  say,  that  unless  the  House  marked 
the  enforcement  of  the  standing  order  ai 


May  it  pleeae  your  Majesty, 
Yoor  Majesty  having  been  graciously 
pleased* by  an  instrument  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's royal  sign  manual,  a  copy  of  which 
it  annexed  to  thj»  Report,  to  authorize, 
empower,  and  direct  us  to  enquire  into 
the  uotb  of  certain  written  declarations 
tonching  the  condect  of  her  royal  high- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales,  an  abstract  of 
which  had  been  laid  before  your  Msjesty, 
and  to  examine  upon  oath,  such  persons 
as  we  should  see  fit  touching  and  con* 
corning  the  same,  and  to  report  to  your 
Majesty  the  result  of  such  examinations ; 
we  ba?e,  in  dutiful  obedience  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's commands,  proceeded  to  examine 
the  several  witnesses,  the  copies  of  whose 
depositions  we  ha?e  hereunto  annexed  ; 
end  in  further  execution  of  the  said  com- 
mands, we  now  moat  respectfully  submit 
to  yoor  Majesty  the  report  of  these  exa* 
minations,  as  it  has  appeared  to  us.    But, 
we  beg  leave  at  the  same  time,  humbly  to 
refer  yoor  Majesty  for  dnore  complete  in- 
formation, to  the  examinations  themselves, 
in  order  to  correct  any  error  of  judgment 
into  which  we  may  haTe  unintentionally 
fallen,  with  respect  to  any  part  of  this  bu- 
eineas.    On  a  reference  to  the  above  men- 
lioned  Declarations  $»  the  necessary  fou»> 
dation  of  all  our  proceedings,  we  found 
that  they  consisted  in  certain  etetements 
which   have  been  laid  before  his  reyel 
bighnesa  the  Plrince  of  Wales,  vsspeoliiig 


the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales ;  that  these  statemente 
not  only  imputed  to  her  Royal  Highoese 
great  impropriety,  and  indecency  of  be« 
haviour,  but  expressly  asserted,  partly  on 
the  ground  of  certain  alledged  declare* 
tions  from  the  Prinoess's  own  mouth,  and 
partly  on  the  personal  observations  of  the 
informants,  the  following  most  important 
facts,  vic^That  her  Royal  Highness  had 
been  pregnant  in  the  year  1902,  io  coiw 
sequence  of  an  illicit  intercourse,  and  that 
she  had  in  the  same  year  been  secretlj^ 
delivered  of  a  male  child,  which  child  had 
ever  since  that  period  been  brought  up 
by  her  Royal  Highness,  in  her  own  house, 
and  under  her  immediate  inspection* 

These  allegations  thus  made,  bad,  es 
we  found,  been  followed  by  declaraiiona 
from  other  persons,  who  had  not  indeed 
spoken  to  the  important  facts  of  the  preg« 
nancy  or  delivery  of  her  Royal  Highness^ 
but  had  stated  other  particulars  in  them* 
selves  extremely  suspicious,  and  still  more- 
so  when  connected  with  the  assertions  al* 
ready  mentioned.  In  the  peiofol  sttua« 
tion,  in  which  his  Royal  Highness  waa 
placed  by  these  communications,  we 
learnt  that  his  Royal  Highness  had  adopt* 
ed  the  only  course,  which  could,  in  our 
judgment,  with  propriety,  be  followed* 
when  informations  such  as  these  had  been 
thus  confidently  alleged,  and  particularly 
detailed,  and  had  been  in  some  degree 
supported  by  collateral  evidence,  apply* 
ing  to  other  points  of  the  same  nature 
(though  going  to  a  far  less  extent)  one 
line  could  only  be  pursued.  Every  sen* 
timent  of  duty  to  your  Mmesty,  and  of 
concern  for  the  public  welfare,  required 
that  these  particulars  should  not  be  witlw 
held  from  your  Majesty,  to  whom  more 
particularly  belonged  the  cognixaace  of  a 
matter  of  state,* so  nearly  touching  the 
honour  of  your  Majesty's  royal  family* 
and  by  possibility  affecting  the  aucoesaioA 
of  yoor  Majesty's  crown.  Your  Bluesly 
had  been  pleated^ on  yoor  part  to  view  the 
subject  in  the  same  light,  Consideriog 
it  as  a  BMtter  which  in  eeery  reaped  de* 
mended  the  OMMt  immediete  lATeatigattoflt 
yoor  Ms^jesty  bed  ifaooght  fit  ie  eemmii 
into  omr  hands  the  duty  ef  aaeertatniiM^ 
in  the  firii  ioalesioe^  what  degeaeef  ereu 
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their  iincient  and  indisputable  right,  gen- 
tlemen had  better  go  home  to  their  re- 
spective counties. 

Sir  J,  Newport  trusted   that  the    hon. 
member  would  exercise  the  power  which 

r    , 

was  due  to  the  ihformations.  and  thereby 
enabling  your  Majesty  to  decide  what 
further  conduct  to  adopt  concerning  them. 
On  this  review,  therefore,  of  the  matters 
thus  alleged,  and  of  the  course  hitherto 
pursued  upon  them,  we  deemed  it  proper, 
in  the  first  place,  to  examine  those  per- 
sons in  whose  declarations  the  occasion 
for  this  enquiry  had  originated ;  because, 
if  they,  oa  being  examined  on  oath,  had 
retracted  or  varied  their  assertions,  all  ne- 
cessity of  further  investigation  might  pos- 
sibly have  been  precluded.  We  accord- 
ingly first  examined  on  oath  the .  princi- 
pal informants,  sir  John  Douglas,  and 
Charlotte  bis  wife,  who  both  positively 
swore,  the  former  to  his  having  observed 
the  fact  of  the  pregnancy  of  her  Royal 
Highness,  and  the  latter  to  all  the  impor* 
tant  particulars  contained  in  her  former 
declaration,  and  above  referred  to.  Their 
examinations  are  annexed  to  this  Report, 
and  are  circumstantial  and  positive.  The 
most  material  of  these  allegations,  into  the 
truth  of  which  we  have  been  directed  to 
enquire,  beipg  thus  far  supported  by  the 
oath  of  the  parties  from  whom  they  had 
proceeded,  we  then  felt  it  to  be  our  duty 
to  follow  up  the  enquiry,  by  the  exami- 
nation of  such  other  persons  as  we  judged 
best  able  to  afford  us  information  as  to  the 
facts  in  question.  We  thought  it  beyond 
•II  doubt,  that  in  the  course  of  enquiry 
many  particulars  must  be  learnt  which 
would  be  necessarily  conclusive  on  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  these  declarations,  so 
many  persons  must  have  been  witnesses  to 
the  appearance  of  an  actual  existing  preg- 
liancy ;  so  many  circumstances  must  have 
been  attended  upon  a  real  delivery,  and 
difiiculties  so  numerous  and  insurmount- 
able must  have  been  involved,  in  any  at- 
tempt to  account  for  the  infant  in  ques- 
tion, as  the  child  of  another  woman,  if.it 
had  been  in  fact  the  child  of  the  Princess, 
that  we  entertained  a  full  and  confident 
expectation  of  arriving  at  complete  proof, 
either  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  on 
this  part  of  the  subject. 

This  expectation  was  not  disappointed. 
We  are  happy  to  declare  our  perfect  con- 
Tiction  that  there  is  no  foundation  what- 
ever for  believing  that  the  child  now  wjth 
the  PrioceiB  of  Wales  is  the  child  of  her 
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was  placed  in  his  hands,  of  moving  an  ad- 
journment whenever  he  thought  prbper ; 
and  that  he  would  not  be  deterred  by  the 
threats  of  any  man.  however  high  in  au- 
thority, from  doing  his  duty.    He  also 

Royal  Highness,  or  that  she  was  delivered 
of  any  child  in  the  year  1802 ;  nor  hu 
any  thing  appeared  to  us  which  would 
warrant  the  belief  that  she  was  pregnaat 
in  that  year,  or  at  any  other  period  within 
the  compass  of  our  enquiries*    The  iden- 
tity of  the  child  now  with  the  Princeis, 
its  parents,  age.  the  place  and  date  of  its 
birth,  the  time  and  circumstance  of  its 
being  first  taken  under  her  Royal  High- 
ness's  protection,  are  all  established  by 
such  a  concurrence  both  of  positive  and 
circumstantial    evidence   as  can  in  our 
judgment  leave  no  question  on  this  part  of 
the  subject.    That  child  was  beyond  all 
doubt   born  in  Brownlow-street*hoipital. 
on  the  1 1th  day  of  July.  1 802.  of  the  body 
of  Sophia  Austin,  and  was  first  brought  to 
the  Princess's  house  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember following.     Neither  should  we  be 
more  warranted  in  expressing  any  doubt 
respecting  the  alleged  pregnancy  of  the 
Princess,  as  stated  in  the  original  declara- 
tion, a  fact  so  fully  contradicted,  and  b^ 
so  many  witnesses,  to  whom,  if  true,  4t 
must  in  various  ways  be  known,  that  we 
cannot  think  it  entitled   to  the  smallest 
credit.    The  testimonies    on    these  two 
points  are  contained  in  the  annexed  depo- 
sitions and  letters.   We  have  not  partially 
abstracted  them  in  this  Report,  lest  by  an 
unintentional  omission  we  might  weaken 
their  efiect ;  but  we  humbly  offer  to  your 
Majesty   this  our  clear  and  unanimous 
judgment  upon  them,  formed  upon  full 
deliberation,  and  pronounced  without  he- 
sitation, on  the  result  of  the  whole  en- 
quiry.    We  do  not,   however,  feel  our- 
selves at  liberty,  much  as  we  should  wish 
it.  to  close  our  Report  here.     Besides  the 
allegation  of  the  pregnancy  and  delivery 
of  the  Princess,  those  declarations,  on  the 
whole  of  which  your  Majesty  has  beea 
pleased  to  command  us  to  enquire  and  re- 
port, contain,  as  we  have  already  remark- 
ed, other  particulars  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  her  Royal  Highness,  such,  as  must, 
especially  considering  her  exalted  rank 
and  station,  necessarily  give  occasion  to 
very  unfavourable  interpretations.    From 
the  various  depositions  and  proofs  annexed 
to  this  Report,  particularly  from  the  est* 
minations  of   Robert  Bidgood.    Willi«» 
Cole^  Frances  Lloydi  and  Mrs.  Liile,  yoof 
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begged  teltfe  to  remind  the  Hoose,  that 
when  his  late  right  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox) 
was  exhausted  by  bis  attention  to  public 
duties,  those  very  gentlemen  who  now  ob- 
jected to  the  question  of  adjournment  had 
repeated  it  fourteen  or  fifteen  times  in  the 
I        ■*■■     II  ■ ■■■ 

Majesty  will  perceive  that  seTeral  strong 
circumstances  of  this  description  have 
been  positively  sworn  to  by  witnesses, 
who  cannot,  in  our  judgment,  be  suspect- 
ed of  any  unfavourable  bias,  and  whose 
veracity,  in  this  respect,  we  have  seen  no 
ground  to  question. 

On  the  precise  bearing  and  effect  of  the 
facts  thu.s  appearing,  it  ia  not  for  us  to  de- 
cide :  these  we  submit  to  your  Majesty's 
wisdom ;  but  we  conceive  it  to  be  our 
duty  to  report  on  this  part  of  the  enquiry, 
as  distinctly  as  on  the  former  facts,  that  as 
on  the  one  hand  the  facts  of  pregnancy 
and  delivery  are  to  our  minds  satisfacto- 
rily disproved ;  so  on  the  other  hand  we 
think  that  the  circumstances  to  which  we 
now  refer,  particularly  those  stated  to  have 
pasiied  between  her  Royal  Highness  and 
captain  Manby,  must  be  credited  until 
they  shall  receive  some  decisive  contra- 
diction ;  and  if  true,  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  most  serious  consideration.  We  can- 
not close  this  Report  without  humUy  as- 
turing  your  Majesty,  that  it  was  on  every 
account  our  anxious  wish  to  have  execut- 
ed this  delicate  trust  with  as  little  publi- 
city as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  possi- 
bly allow,  and  we  entreat  your  Majesty's 
permission  to  express  our  full  persuasion, 
that  if  this  wish  has  been  disappointed, 
the  failure  is  not  imputable  to  any  thing 
unnecessarily  said  or  done  by  us;  all  which 
is  most  humbly  submitted  to  your  Ma- 
jesty. (SignedJ 

July  li,  1806.  Ersrinb, 

Spbmcer. 
(A  true  Copy}  GaaNviLLS. 

I.  Beckbt.  Ellenboboucb. 

MiNUTB  OP  Council,  April  22,  1807. — 
present,  The  L/ird  Chancellor  (Eldon,) 
the  Lord  President  (Camden,)  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (Westmoreland,)  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  the  Earl  of  Chat, 
hkm,  Eirl  Baihurst,  Viscount  Cas- 
tlereagh,  Lord  Mulgrave,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Canning,  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants 
have,  in  obedience  to  your  Majesty's 
commands,  most  attentively  considered 
the  original  Charges  and  Report,  the  Mi- 
nates  of  Evidence, and  all  the  other  bapers 

(VOL.  XXIV.) 


same  night.  If  the  House  persisted  in 
exchiding  strangers  from  their  gatlery,.the 
public  would  consider  parliauient  as  a  se- 
cret tribunal,  which  sought  to  shelter  itself 
from  public  opinion. 
Mr.  Yorlte  said,  in  explanation,  that  the 

submitted  to  the  consideration  of  your 
Majesty,  on  the  subject  of  those  charges 
against  her  r^al  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales. 

In  the  stage  in  which  this  business  is 
brought  under  their  consideration  they  do 
not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  give 
any  opinion  as  to  the  proceeding  itself,  or 
to  the  mode  of  investigation  in  which  it 
has  been  thought  proper  to  conduct  it. 
But  adverting  to  the  advice  which  is  stated 
by  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales 
to  have  directed  his  conduct,  your  Ma- 
jesty's confidential  servants  are  anxious  to 
impress  upon  your  Majesty  their  convic* 
tion,  that  his  Royal  Highness  could  not, 
under  such  advice,  consistently  with  his 
public  duty,  have  done  otherwise  than  lay 
before  your  Majesty  the  Statement  anil 
Examination,  which  were  submitted  to  him 
upon  this  subject. 

After  the  most  deliberate  consideration, 
however,  of  the  evidence  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  Commissioners,  and  of 
the  previous  examinations,  as  well  as  of 
the  answer  and  observations  which  have 
been  submitted  to  your  Majesty  upon 
them,  they  feel  it  necessary  to  declare 
their  decided  concurrence  in  the  clear  and 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
confirmed  by  that  of  all  your  Majesty's 
late  confidential  servants,  that  the  two 
main  charges  alledged  against  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  of  preg- 
nancy and'  delivery,  are  completely  dis- 
proved, and  they  further  submit  to  your 
Majesty  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  all 
the  other  parti  cirlars  of  .conduct  brought 
in  accusation  against  her  Royal  Highness, 
to  which  the  character* of  criminality  can 
he  ascribed,  are  either  satisfactorily  con* 
tradicte*d  or  rest  upon  evidence  of  such  a 
nature,  and  which  was  given  under  such 
circumstances,  as  render  it,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  your  Majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, undeservihg  of  credit. 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants, 
therefore,  concurring  in  that  part  of  the 
opinion  of  your  late  servant*,  as  stated  in 
their  Minute  of  the  25ih  January,  that 
there  is  no  longer  any  necessity  for  your 
Majesty  being  advised  to  decline  receiving 
he  Princeu  into  your  royal  presence^ 
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reaton  assign^  for  moving  the  question  of 
adjoarDmeift  was  what  he  complained  ofj 
and  not  the  question  itself. 

Mr.  Canning  said>  that  he  had  shewn 
his  disapprobation  of  the  question  of  ad- 
journment by  Totins  against'  it,  as  he 
should  do  again  if  driven  to  that  neces- 

kombly  submit  to  your  Majesty,  that  it 
is  essentially  necessary*  in  justice  to  her 
Royal  Highness,  and  for  the  honour  and 
interests  of  your  Majesty's  illustrious 
family,  that  her  royal  highness  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  should  be  admitted,  with  a& 
little  delay  as  possible,  into  your  Majesty's 
roy  at  presence,  and  that  she  should  be  re- 
ceived in  a  manner  due  to  her  rank  and 
station,  in  your  Majesty's  court  and  family. 
Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants 
likewise  beg  leave  (o  submit  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  considering  that  it  may  be  ne- 
cessarv  that  your  Majesty's  government 
ahould  possess  the  means  of  referring  to 
the  true  state  of  thi^  transaction,  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  these  docu* 
ments,  demonstrating  the  ground  on  which 
your  Majesty  has  proceeded,  should  be 
preserved  in  safe  custody  ;  and  that  for 
that  purpose  the  originals,  or  authentic 
copies  of  all  these  papers,  should  be  sealed 
lip  and  dejposited  in  the  office  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's principal  SecreUry  of  State. 

Lbtter  fff#m  the  PamcB  of  Wales  to  the 
PaiNCBss  of  Walbs. 

Madam — As  lord  Cholmondeley  informs 
me  that  you  wish  1  would  define  in  writing 
the  terms  upon  which  we  are  to  live,  I  shaU 
endeavour  toezplain  myself  upon  that  bead 
with  as  much  clearness  and  as  much  pro- 
priety as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit. 
Our  inclinations  are  not  in  our  power,  nor 
should^  either  of  us  be  held  answerable  to 
the  other,  because  naturje  has  not  made  us 
auiuble  to  each  other.  Tranquil  and 
comfortable  society  is,  however,  in  our 
power. — Let  our  intercourse,  therefore,  be 
restricted  to  that;  and  I  will  distinctly 
•obscribe  to  the  condition  which  you  re- 
quired through  lady  Cliolmondeley,  that 
even  in  the  event  of  any  accident  happen* 
ing  to  my  daughter,  which  I  trust  Provi- 
dence in  its  mercy  will  avert,  I  shall  not 
infringe  the  terms  of  the  restriction,  by 
proposing  at  any  period  a  connection  of  a 
more  particular  nature.  I  shall  now  finally 
close  this  disagreeable  correspondence, 
trusting  that,  as  we  have  completely  ex- 
plained ourselves  to  each  other,  the  rest 
•f  our  lives  will  be  passed  in  uninter- 
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sity.    He  would  not  decide  on  the  pro* 

{»riety  of  the  motion  for  clearing  the  gal* 
ery  on  this  occasion,  but  this  he  would 
say,  that  it  was  one  of  those  privileges 
which  must  be  maintained  without  aoy 
qualification,  or  it  would  lose  its  essence 
altogether.    He  considered  the    present 

-    r ■ — ■ ^ 1 

rupted  tranquillity  —I  am.  Madam,  with 
great  truth,  very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Gbobgb,  P* 

JTmifor  CauU,  AprUSO,  1796. 

The  PaiNcBss  or  Walbs' s  Answer* 

The  avowal  of  your  conversation  with 
lord  Cholmondeley,  neither  surprizes  nor 
offends  me.  It  merely  confirmed  what 
you  have  tacitiv  insinuated  for  this  twei re- 
month.  But  after  this,  it  would  be  a  want 
of  delicacy,  or  rather  an  unworthy  mean- 
ness in  me,  were  I  to  complain  of  those 
conditions  which  you  impose  upon  your- 
self. 

I  should  have  returned  no  answer  to 
your  letter,  if  it  had  not  been  conceived  io 
terms  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  this  ar- 
rangement proceeds  from  you  or  from  me; 
and  you  are  aware  that  the  credit  of  it  be- 
lonffs  to  you  alone. 

The  letter  which  you  announce  to  me  as 
the  last,  obliges  me  to  communicate  to  the 
King,  as  to  my  sovereign  and  my  father, 
both  vour  avowal  and  my  answer.  You 
will  nnd  inclosed  the  copy  of  mv  letter  to 
the  King.  I  apprize  you  of  it,  that  I  maj 
not  incur  the  slightest  reproach  of  dupli* 
city  from  yon.  As  I  have  at  this  moment 
BO  protector  but  his  Majesty,  I  refer  my- 
self solely  to  him  upon  this  subject;  sod 
if  my  conduct  meets  his  approbation,  I 
shall  be,  in  aome  degree  at  least,  consoled, 
I  retain  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  for 
the  situation  in  which  I  find  myself,  ss 
Princess  of  Wales,  enabled  by  your  means 
to  indulge  in  the  free  exercise  of  a  virtus 
dear  to  my  heart«-I  mean  charity. 

It  will  be  my  doty  likewise  to  act  upon 
another  motive — that  of  giving  an  ex- 
ample of  patience  and  resignation  under 
every  trial  , 

Do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  ibsH 
never  cease  to  pray  for  your  happiness* 
and  to  be— Your  much  devoted 

M4^  6,  1796.  CABOtwi. 

The  indisposition  of  the  Princeis  Char- 
l,ette  commenced  previoua  to  the  fete  » 
Carlton-house,  and  afterwards  increasingi 
her  Royal  Highness  was  necessarily  ob- 
liged to  defer  ber  return  to  Windsor,   u 
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motion  for  aAjovmment  as  impolitic* 
though  it  was  a  right  which  ha  had  often 
•zerr^^  to  the  nnantfest  impediment  of 
the  public  business,  considering  it  to  be 
the  only  arms  of  a  minority  against  an 
overwhelming  majority.  Any  attempt 
to  limit  the  power  of  clearing  the  gallery 
would  destroy  their  independence  with 
the  public^  and  any  attempt  on  the  ether 
hand  to  enter  into  a  diecjuisition  upon  the 
Bootires  or  discretion  of  membersj  would 

consequence  of  this,  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
on  the  8th  of  February,  addressed  herself 
to  lord  Urerpool,  desiring  that  he  would 
communicate  to  the  Prince  Regent  her 
Boyal  Hiffhness's  intention  to  ?isit  the 
Princess  Charlotte  at  Warwick-house,  not 
anticipating  the  possibility  of  a  prevention 
on  the  part  of  toe  Prince  Segent,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte's confinement  from  illness.  Lord 
Urerpool  replied,  that  he  was  happy  to 
announce  the  Princess  Charlotte  so  much 
better^  that  her  Ro^al  Highness  would  be 
able  to  visit  the  Prmcess  of  Wales  at  Ken- 
Bington-nalace  on  the  following  Thursday, 
liui  Feoruary.  On  that  morning,  how* 
ever,  at  the  moment  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales  stepping  into  her  carriage,  she  re- 
ceived information  that  Prtnceu  Chttrlotte 
wu  refused  coming. 

Upon  this,  the  Princess  of  Wales  again 
addressed  lord  Drerpool  to  know  the  rear 
aon,  none  having  been  assigned,  for  the 
Princess  Charlotte's  being  tbus  suddenly 
prohibited  from  giving  the  meeting  to  her 
royal  mother,  and  when  and  how  soon 
her  Boyal  Highness  might  expect  to  see 
the  Princess  Charlotte.  To  this  enquiry 
the  Princess  of  Wales  received  the  follow- 
ing reply  from  lord  Liverpool : 

Ffft  HcHue^  "P^,  14, 1819. 
Lord  Liverpool  has  the  honour  to  in- 
form your  Royal  Highness,  that  in  conse- 
2uence  of  the  publication  in  The  Morning 
Chronicle  of  the  10th  instant,  of  a  Letter 
addressed  by  your  Royal  Highness  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  bis  Royal  Highness  thought 
fit,  by  the  advice  of  his  confidential  ser- 
▼antSf  to  signify  his  commands  that  the  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to 
your  Royal  Highness  on  the  following 
day,  should  not  take  place. 

Lord  Lifer|k>oris  not  enabled  to  make 
any  farther  communication  to  your  Royal 
Highness  on  the  subject  of  yoor  Boyal 
Highaess's  note. 
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destroy  their  independence  within  tbem« 
selves. 

^  Mr.  Stetson  Wcritey  explained  his  mo- 
tire  in  moving  an  adjournment  on  a  for« 
mer  occasion  not  to  be  a  wish  to  have  an 
audience  hear  his  speech. 

Lord  Caaknagh  trusted  that  the  Housn 
would  never  be  called  apon  to  deliberata 
on  the  right  of  uMving  the  question  of  ad- 
journment. The  mode,  however,  in  which 
that  right  had  now  been  exercised,  waa 

To  Ihia  Letter  the  Princess  of  Wslea 
commanded  lady  Anne  Hamilton^  her  lad^ 
in  waiting,  to  reply  as  follows  to  lord  Li* 
verpool :— - 

JUmUague  Houte,  BlackhcMih, 
Feb.  15, 18  IS. 

Lady  Anne  Hamilton  is  commanded 
by  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales  to  represent  so  lord  Liverpool,  thai 
the  insidious  insinuation,  respecting  tha 
pnhlication  of  the  letter  addressed  by  thn 
Princess  of  Wales,' on  the  14th  of  January« 
to  the  Prince  Resent,  conveyed  in  hia 
lordship's  reply  to  ner  Royal  Highness,  ia 
as  void  of  foundation,  and  as  false  as  all 
the  former  accusations  of  the  traducers  of 
her  Royal  Bighness's  honour  In  the  yeai 
18CNI. 

Lady  A.  Ibmilton  is  further  com* 
manded  to  say,  that  dignified  silence 
would  have  been  the  line  of  conduct  tha 
Princess  would  have  preserved  upon  such 
insinuation  (more  than  unbecoming  lord 
Liverpool)*  did  not  the  efiect  arising  from 
it  operate  to  deprive  her  Royal  Highnesa 
of  the  sole  real  happiness  she  can  possesa 
in  this  world— that  of  seeing  her  onljr 
child.  And  the  confidential  servants  of 
the  Prince  Regent  ought  to  feel  ashamed 
of  their  conduct  towards  the  Princess  in 
avowing  (o  her  Royal  Highness  their  ad- 
vice to  the  Prince  Regent,  that  upon  on* 
authorised  and  unfounded  suppositions  • 
mother  and  daughter  should  be  prevented 
from  meeting^a  prohibition  positirely 
affainst  the  law  of  nature.— Lady  Anna 
Hamilton  is  commanded  fotther  to  desire 
lord  Liverpool,  to  lay  this  paper  befora 
the  Prince  Regent,  that  his  Royal  High* 
ness  may  be  aware  into  what  error  hia 
confidential  servants  are  leading  him,  and 
will  involve  him,  by  counselling  and  sig* 
nifying  such  commands. 

Here  ended  the  correspondence. 

The  cabinet  meetinflrs  and  ptoceedlnga 
succeeded  almost  immediately ;  but  touch* 
log  the  natnra»  tha  tiersij  and  the  objeci  of 
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traced  the  whole  history  of  the  child  so 
completely  and  satisfactorily,  that  no  pos- 
sible doubt  could  remain  that  it  was  not 
born  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  but  of  an- 
other woman,  named  Sophia  Austin.  Nor, 
indeed,  did  this  decision  rest  only  on  their 
Report,  for  it  was  afterwards  referred  to 
other  confidential  servants  of  bis  Majesty, 
who  gave  a  solemn  judgment,  confirming 
the  Report  of  the  first  commissioners. 
The  supposed  doubt  respecting  the  suc- 
cession, was,  thef«fore,  rebutted  by  the 
authority  of  the  commissioners  of  the  first 
cabinet;  and  also  by  that  of  the  subse- 
quent cabinet,  to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred,  and  who  confirmed  the  judg- 
ment. If  any  doubt  found  its  way  into 
the  mind  of  parliament,'*  he  would  not 
^eny,  in  the  abstract,  that  no  case  might 
exist,  as  to  the  question  of  succession, 
which  it  might  be  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  examine ;  but  would  the  hon.  gentle- 
man say,  that  aAer  all  those  authorities 
which  he  Jiad  stated,  it  would  be  rational 
for  parliament  to  interfere?  Would  not 
such  interference  rather  serve  to  originate 
doubts,  where  no  doubts  existed ;  and 
give  countenance  to  suspicions,  contrary 
|o  the  repeated  declarations  of  all  parties, 
that  no  case  whatever  had  been  made  out, 
to  require  any  such  interference  on  the 
Dart  of  parliament  ?  The  hon.  gentleman 
oimself  had  made  his  statement  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  shew  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  upon  the  subject ;  yet  when  neither 
be,  nor  any  other  member^  had  any  doubt 
respecting  the  legitimacy  of  the  succession* 
he  called  upon  parliament  to  legislate.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  there  had  been  no 
prosecution  entered  into  of  lady  Douglas ; 
ber  evidence  was  taken  by  the  commis- 
sioners in  the  discharge  of  their  duty; 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  should  have 
stated  in  candour,  that  the  first  cabinet  re- 
commended that  no  proceeding  should  be 
bad,  unless  the  crown  lawyers  deemed  it 
advisable  to  prosecute  lady  Douglas  for 
perjury.  A  case  was  laid  before  them; 
and  though  they  were  satisfied  as  to  the 
perjury,  they  nevertheless  saw  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  establishing  it  by  legal  evi- 
dence, and,  therefore,  they  did  not  advise 
prosecution.  If  he  were  so  disposed,  he 
might  use  some  grounds  of  personal  com- 
plaint against  the  hon.  member,  for  he 
Lad  transgressed  the  rules  of  his  parlia- 
mentary duty,  in  stating  that  Mr.  Perceval 
bad  prevailed  upon  the  cabinet  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  Princess  of  Wales.  The 
cabinet  had  acted  deliberately  and  con- 
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scientiously  in  the  business,  and  had  ad* 
vised  that  there  were  no  reasons  whjr 
her  Royal  Highness  should  not  be  admitted 
to  the  presence  of  the  sovereign,  agreeably 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  former  ca* 
binet,  with  whom,  indeed,  it  had  origi- 
nated. The  hon.  member  had  stated,  with 
a  marked  emphasis,  that  Jady  Douglas'a 
evidence  was  given  by  command  of  hia 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent.  In 
this  matter,  the  Prince  Regent  followed 
the  advice  of  lord  Thurlow,  which  was  t<^ 
have  the  evidence  reduced  to  writing,  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  it  to  legal  con:- 
sideration.  Then  his  Royal  Highness 
felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  communicate  th« 
charges  to  his  royal  faiher,  with  whom, 
and  with  whose  cabinet,  and  not  with  his 
Royal  Highness  himself,  the  whole  aflair 
had  from  that  time  remained,  tie  could 
really  see  no  necessity  for  pursuing  th« 
subject  of  this  discussion  any  further.  It 
could  not  be  properly  brought  forward^ 
except  on  the  presumption  that  some 
doubts  existed  relative  to  the  succession  to 
the  crown ;  and  he  trusted,  that  in  what 
he  had  said,  he  had  convinced  the  Hous9 
that  no  such  doubts  did  exist.  Calling  for 
further  information,  if  agreed  to,  would 
only  be  the  means  of  gratifying  publia 
curiosity,  by  making  parliament  the  in^ 
strument  of  procuring  that  grati6calion» 
that  taste  for  calumny,  which  was  so  much 
the  rage  at  the  present  moment.  Ha 
should  trust  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  to  explain  in  reply,  in  case  other 
circumstances  were  touched  upon,  which 
might  render  farther  explanations  neces- 
sary ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  tolerate  suspicions  or  doubts,  where 
none  whatever  existed,  by  adopting  tha 
motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said,  that  if  the  mo- 
tion had  been  merely  for  a  production  of 
papers,  he  should  not  have  taken  any  part 
in  the  debate,  for  there  were  circom* 
stances  which  would  make  it  extremely 
improper  in  him  to  state  any  opinion  upon 
the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales;  but  the  motion  con- 
veyed a  strong  censure  on  the  proceed- 
ings which  took  place  in  1806,  and,  know* 
ing  what  be  did  of  those  proceedings,  he 
could  not  injustice  to  the  persons  concerned 
in  them  remain  silent.  He  believed  that 
no  im{iartial  man  who  was  acquainted  witl» 
the  manner  in  which  that  Inquiry  was  in- 
stituted, and  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
conducted,  could  think  that  any  blame 
was  imputable  to  those  concerned  in  iu 
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In  NoTember,  1805,  be  receired  the 
Commands  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  at- 
tend him  at  Carlton  Hoase,  and  his  Royal 
Highness  upon  that  occasion  informed  him, 
that  he  was  desirous  of  consultmg  htm  on 
s  matter  of  great  importance  to  himself 
(the  Prince)  to  his  family,  and  to  the 
state  ;  that  it  jvas  by  the  ad?ice  of  lord 
Tharlow  that  his  Royal  Highness  had 
selected  him  to  advise  with;  and  his 
Royal  Highness  either  said  in  express 
words,  or  conveyed  by  what  he  said,  the 
impression  that  what  bad  principally  de- 
termined that  he  (sir  S.  Romilty)  shoold 
be  advised  with,  was  that  he  was  not*eon* 
siected  in  any  manner  with  the  Prince, 
«nd  that  he  was  wholly  unconnected  with 
politics.  His  Royal  Highness  then  stated 
the  information  which  he  had  received  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  communicated  to  him,  and  told  him 
(sir  S.  Romilly)  that  the  information  should 
be  put  into  writing,  and  delivered  to  him, 
in  order  that  he  might  give  his  opinion  and 
advice  upon  it. 

Soon  afterwards  the  written  information, 
with  certain  other  documents,  were  put 
into  his  hands :  he  considered  them  with 
nil  the  attention  and  anxiety  which  their 
great  importance  demanded,  and  in  a  letter 
which  he  addressed  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
he  stated  the  impression  which  they  had 
snade  on  him,  with  his  reasons,  at  conside- 
rable length.  AAer  this,  he  knew  that 
ibe  Prince  had  caused  means  to  be  taken 
to  ascertain,  as  far  as  was  possible,  the 
truth  or  falshood  of  the  statement  which 
had  been  made  to  him,  and  those  means 
were,  as  he  believed,  adopted  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  lord  Thurlow. 

While  those  matters  were  depending, 
Mr.  Pitt  died,  and  in  consequence  of  his 
death  a  total  change  took  place  in  the  ad- 
ministration. In  that  change  be  was  ap- 
pointed Solicitor  General,  and  some  time 
afterwards  be  again  saw  the  Prince  on  the 
aubject  of  the  Princess's  conduct,  and  by 
bis  Royal  Highnesses  command  waited  on 
lord  Thurlow,  who  told  him  that  he  thought 
the  information  much  too  important  to  re- 
main without  any  step  being  taken  on  it ; 
that  it  ought  to  be  communicated  to  the 
ministers;  and  that  in  his  opinion  it  had 
already  remained  too  long  in  the  Prince's 
possession  uiiproceeded  on.  On  the  same 
day  be  delivered  this  message  to  the 
Pnnce,  and  immediately,  or  ver^  shortly 
after,  the  matter  was  communicated  to 
tame  of  ibe  miaisters,  and  hii  Migasty 


was  pleased,  under  his  sign  manual,  to  au« 
thorise  thaibur  privy  counsellors  who  have 
been  named,  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  representations  which  had  been  made, 
and  report  their  opinion  on  them.  Several 
meetings  then  took  place  for  the  exami- 
nation of  the  witnesses,  at  which  no  person 
was  present  besides  the  four  Commis- 
sioners and  himself,  and  the  only  office  ha 
^d  to  discharge  was  to  write  down  tha 
depositions  of  the  witnesses,  and  read  then^ 
over  to  them  before  they  were  signed. 
For  this  office  be  was  selected  in  pre* 
ference  to  the  then  Attorney-General,  or 
to  any  other  person,  merely  because  ha 
was  already  acquainted  with  the  case,  and 
it  was  adtisable,^if  it  should'not  be  there^ 
fore  necessary  to  institute  any  judicial  or 
legislative  proceeding,  that  as  much  se» 
crecy  as  possible  should  be  observed. 

Having  been  present  at  all  the  ezamt* 
nations  (except  on  one  day,  when  by  acci« 
dent  he  did  not  receive  the  notice),  ha 
would  say  from  bis  own  observations  that 
they  were  conducted  with  all  the  iropar* 
tiality  of  judges  acting  under  the  sacred 
obligations  of  an  oath.  Of  the  Report 
which  they  made,  it  would  be  highly  im* 
j>roper  for  him  to  say  anything;  he  could 
not  state  any  opinions  without  adverting 
to  the  facts,  which,  considering  the  man* 
ner  in  which  he  had  become  acquainted 
with  them,  it  was  his  duty  not  to  publish. 
Some  observations  bad  been  made  on  tha 
opinion  afterwards  given  by  the  then  At« 
torney  and  Solidtor  General.  Of  that 
opinion  he  would  only  say,  that  if  they 
did  not  recommend  a  prosecution  against 
any  of  the  witnesses,  it  certainly  was  not 
from  any  doubt'  that  they  entertained  oC 
the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  to  ad* 
minister  an  oath,  or  of  the  legality  of  tha 
commission  under  which  they  acted. 

Doubt,  however,  had  been  suggested 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  upon  iu  legality,  and 
in  the  Letter  which  the  Princess  of  Walee 
addressed  to  the  King  in  1806,  and  whicli 
tbe  hon.  gentleman  ascribed  to  lord  fildon* 
Mr.  Perceval,  and  the  present  Attorney 
General,  tbe  legality  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings are  called  in  question.  That  the 
letter  was  written  by  those  persons  ha 
never  would  believe  till  he  heard  it  from 
unquestionable  authority.  It  bore  tha 
strongest  internal  evidence  that  it  could 
not  have  had  the  sanction  of  such  persons. 

The  objection,  indeed,  seemed  to  turn 
merely  upon  the  forms  observed  with  re- 
spect to  the  instrument  giving  the  auiho- 
rity«  and  yet  it  wai  virely  imposaible  ta 
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doubt,  that  upon  a  representation  of  mis- 
conduct in  a  member  of  the  royal  famil}', 
involving  besides  a  charge  of  high  treason, 
and  presenting  the  danger  of  a  disputed 
succession,  the  King's  verbal  authority  to 
a  number  of  privy  counsellors  was  suffi- 
cient. The  letter  complains  that  the  or- 
dinary modes  of  inquiry  were  not  resorted 
to,  as  if  ministers  ought  immediately,  with- 
out endeavouring  to  investigate  the,  truth 
of  the  charges^  to  have  caused  a  bill  of  m- 
dictment  to  be  preferred  to  a  grand  jury, 
and  to  kindle  a  flame  in  the  kingdom  upon 
a  charge  of  such  importance,  when  possi- 
bly there  might  be  no  real  foundation  for 
it.  . 

The  slightest  knowledge  of  our  history 
was  sufficient,  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the 
constant  recourse  had  to  such  inquiries. 
Prom  the  time  of  sir  John  Fenwick,  to  go 
no  earlier,  to  the  trials  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  and  Mr.  Hardy,  certain  members 
.of  the  privy  council  had,  upon  a  charge 
of  treason,  or  treasonable  practices,  al- 
ways inquired  into  the  truth  of  the 
charges,  before  any  judicial  proceeding 
was  instituted.  The  legality  of  such  pro- 
ceedings was  indeed  recorded  b}*  the 
whole  legislature.  In  the  act  passed  on 
occasion  of  Mr.  Harley'slife  having  been 
mttempted  while  he  was  sitting  as  a  privy 
counsellor  upon  such  an  inquiry,  the  act 
states  that  it  was  while  he  was  in  dis- 
charge of  his  duty;  but  it  should  seem 
according  to  this  objection,  that  it  should 
have  been  stated  that  he  was  acting  ille- 
gally and  in  violation  of  his  duty.  That 
this  committee  of  the  privy  council  con- 
sisted only  of  four  persons,  could  aflbrd  no 
objection;  no  one  would  pretend,  that  by 
law  a  larger  number  was  necessary. 

It  had  been  said,  that  if  they  could  ac- 

3uit  they  must  have  had  a  right  to  con- 
emn,  as  if  an  ex-parte  examination  was 
not  sufficient  in  all  cases  to  justify  an  ac- 
quittal, and  as  if  it  could  in  any  case  war- 
rant a  condemnation.  When  Margaret 
Nicholson  was  seized  in  a  treasonable  at- 
tempt on  the  King's  life,  and  when;  upon 
its  being  ascertained  upon  an  inquiry  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  privy  council,  that 
she  was  disordered  in  her  mind,  and  in 
conseqaence  of  which  she  was  never 
brought  to  trial,  did  any  person  ever  ques- 
tion the  legality  of  the  proceeding  ?  Sure- 
ly, the  objection  could  never  have  been 
seriously  entertained,  and  never  could  have 
been  made  but  to  answer  the  most  factious 
purposes.  The  proceed  ing  of  1 806  was  en- 
iireiy  an  ex-parte  proceeding,  and  upon 


The  Prwcat  qf  Wak9. 


[1144 


that  alone  no  person  could  be  conyicted 
of  any  offence,  whatever  might  be  the 
evidence  on  which  it  had  proceeded.  He 
understood  that  it  had  been  treated  by  the 
Commissioners  themselves  as  an  ex*  parte 
proceeding,  and  that  they  had  suggested 
that  a  copy  of  it  should  be  delivered  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  order  to  afTord 
her  Royal  Highness  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
ducing other  evidence,  if  she  should  de- 
sire it.  These  matters  with  respect  to  the 
form  of  the  proceedings  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  state,  and  he  thought  it  as  much , 
his  duty  not.  to  say  any  thing  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  WhUWtad  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  who  had  brought  forward  the  pre* 
sent  motion  had  stated  bis  intention  to  him, 
and  he  had  told  him,  that  lie  thought  his 
first  Resolution  conld  not  be  adopted.  He 
therefore,  did  not  rise  in  support  of  it,  for 
he  concurred  in  much  that  bad  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord  opposite ;  and  thought 
that,  at  this  period  at  least,  no  such  motion 
could  be  entertained  b)^  the  Hous^,  as 
might  render  it  the  vehicle  of  commnni- 
cating  to  the  public  at  large,  those  matters 
which  it  was  much  better  should  be  sup- 
pressed. He  must,  however,  remind  the 
noble  lord  of  his  expression  of  his  readi- 
ness to  make  explanations,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  more  recent  parts  of 
these  transactions. 

If  the  House  dismissed  this  subject 
without  any  further  explanations  or  pro- 
ceedings, the  Princess  of  Wales  would,  ia 
his  mind,  be  grossly  injured.  Her  Royal 
Highness  complained  to  the  House,  of 
vague  and  ambiguous  blame  thrown  upon 
her,  and  demanded  explanation  at  least. 
By  the  common  uncontradicted  rumour,  it 
appeared,  that  she  had  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  King,  iihpeaching  the  proceedings 
of  the  four  noble  lords  who  were  the  Com- 
missioners in  1806;  and  it  should  be  re- 
marked, that  in  so  doing,  she  was  under- 
stood to  be  acting  under  the  advice  of  Mr, 
Perceval.  Lord  £ldon,  it  was  also  stated, 
approved  of  that  letter.  The  same  was 
said  of  sir  T.  Pluraer,  now  his  Majesty's 
Attorney- General,  who,  being  present, 
could  contradict  the  assertion,  if  it  were 
untrue.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
noble  lord  opposite,  whether,  with  the 
privity  and  knowledge  of  those  persons, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  her  Royal 
Highnesses  innocence  manifest  to  the 
world,  a  work  was  not  printed,  intended 
to  be  published,  and  circulated  not  only 
throughout  £ngland  but  Europe  ?    WbeA 
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the  noble  lord  talked  of  an  appetite  for 
Blander  and  calumny,  was  he  not  awaVe 
that  the  newspapeiv  had  lately  teemed 
ivilh  paragraphs  and  extracts,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  libel  the  Princess  of 
Wales  ?  Was  not  the  public  mind  in  a 
state  of  agitation  on  the  subject,  which  it 
was  highly  expedient  to  allay  ?  Nobody 
doubted  that  lady  Douglas  was  a  perjured 
person ;  but  though  that  was  not  doubted, 
•he  still  remained  a  competent  witness ; 
and*  therefore,  one  check  ought  to  be 
put  to  the  propagation  of  ambiguous  re- 
ports. 

It  appears  that  her  Royal  Highness,  find- 
ing the  intercourse  between  her  and  the 
young  Princess  was  restricted  more  and 
more,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, which  was  twice  returned  unopened. 
At  length,  it  seems,  it  was  read  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  and  the  cold  answer  returned 
was,  that  ministers  had  recei?ed  no  com* 
mands  on  the  subject.  That  letter  at  last 
found  iu  way  into  the  public  prints ;  and 
tben  his  Royal  Highness,  not  as  the  head 
of  bis  family,  but  as  Prince  Regent,  by 
the  advice  of  ministers,  summoned  a  privy 
cooncil  to  consult  what  he  should  do :  and 
the  extraordinary  advice  of  this  privy 
council  to  his  Royal  Highnesswas,  not  to 
refer  to  the  present  conduct  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  but  to  the  evidence  of  ]  806,  and 
for  such  conduct  she  was  to  be  punished. 
Mid  not  for  any  thing  done  by  her  in 
16C7,  1808, 1809,  or  any  tubseqaent  year. 

'  Then/  (exclaimed  Mr.W.) '  under  what 
circumstances  stand  their  famous  proceed- 
ings of  1806,  for  which  alone  her  Royal 
Higlmeas  is  to  be  punished  ?  All  the  wit- 
nesses against  her  perjured  and  blasted  I 
Yet  at  this  moment  At  John  Douglas  is  in 
the  service  of  one  of  the  royal  family.  All 
the  witnesses  declared  infamous,  the  evi- 
dence is  declared  unworthy  of  credit, 
when  applied  to  the  principal  charge,  and 
yet  the  same  evidence  is  to  be  con£idered 
good  when  applied  to  levity  of  manners. 
It  was  considered  as  not  sufficient  to  de- 
prive her  Royal  Highness  of  the  honours  of 
her  rank,  of  access  to  the  King,  of  society 
with  the  Princesses,  yet  it  is  now  to  be 
raked  up  again  to  remove  her  from  her 
child  ^  It  is  so  admitted  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  yet  he  and  lord  Eldon  mix  up 
this  old  hash  of  evidence  as  the  only  testi- 
mony that  could  be  found  to  affect  the 
Princess  of  Wales.  But,  was  not  this 
famous  evidence  of  1 80€  laid  before  the 
Prince's  legal  advisers,  Mr*  Adam,  Mr. 
Garrowj  and  Mr.  Jekyll?    I  should  be 
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glad  to  know  how  the  last  insidions  para- 
graph of  that  opinion  came  before  the 
public  ?  Whether  it  was  not  so  made 
public  from  authority?  Again;  had  not 
tlie  cabinet  of  1807,  all  the  evidence 
given  in  lb06,  before  it,  and  the  legal  opi- 
nion of  the  Prince's  lawyers  I  just  referred 
to  into  the  bargain,  when  their  verdict  of 
unqualified  acquittal  was  given  ?  Front 
this  verdict  they  now  seem  to  shrink,  be- 
cause the  evidence  is  stale  and  forgotten.' 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  read  the  Minute  of 
Council  of  1807;  it  was  signed  by  lords 
Castlereagh.  and  Eldon,  and  doubted  the 
legality  of  the  commission  that  sat  upon 
the  council  in  1806.  Yet,  (added  the 
hon.  gentleman)  those  noble  lords  who  in 
1 807  doubt  the  legality  of  the  proceedings 
of  1 806,  now  go  back  to  those  same  pro- 
ceedings of  1806,  as  their  only  guide.' 
[He  then  read  that  part  of  the  minute  of 
1807,  that  not  only  entirely  acquits  the 
Princess  of  Wales  of  every  charge  of  cri- 
Nninality  brought  against  her  by  the 
Douglasses,  but  exculpates  her  likewise 
from  every  hint  of  unguarded  levity  at- 
tributed to  her  by  the  Commissioners  ia 
1806.]  '  Do  then,'  said  Mr.  Whitbread, 
'  Do  lord  Castlereagh  or  lord  Eldon,  mean 
to  escape  from  their  words  ?'  There  never 
was  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty  like  this.  The 
Princess  of  Wales  threatened  a  publica- 
tion of  her  case  drawn  op  by  Mr.  Perce- 
val, lord  Eldon,  and  sir  Thomas  Plumer,  if 
she  was  not  received  at  court ;  this  they 
advised  her  to  do.  But  the  publication 
was  delayed  till  lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Per« 
ceval  kissed  hands ;  what  could  have  beea^ 
^  the  feelings  of  lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Perce- 
val when  they  advised  the  publication^ 
but  that  she  was  innocent^m maculate  ? 
So  much  for  the  c^dour,  fairness,  and 
liberality  of  those  by  whose  verdict  the 
Princess  of  Wales  is  now  to  be  tried.  Did 
lord  Eldon,  or  any  other  conscientious  and 
doubting  judge  reserve  to  himself  a  mode 
of  escape  by  the  specialty  of  the  charge  t 
Do  they  purpose  to  say  that  there  was  any 
other  meaning  to  the  word  innocent? 
When  is  a  verdict  to  stand  good  ?  No 
counsel,  no  witnesses,  no  examination  in 
her  favor — and  yet  the  verdict  pronounced 
by  these  very  persons  is  Not  Guilty. 

Will  it,  then,  be  permitted  to  any  one; 
will  it  be  endured,  will  it  be  allowed  to 
Englishmen,  to  rake  up  this  evidence 
again,  and  upon  this  evidence  to  con- 
demn, to  defame,  to  punish  ?  Let,  then, 
the  House  and  the  country  recollect  the 
verdict  of  IWf,  and  the  report  of  181S; 
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and  then  recollect  that  the  privy  eoancil 
was  sent  back  to  the  period  of  ]  806.  Can 
they  suppose  the  Princess  can  submit  lo 
these  imputations?  If  Mr.  Perceval  had 
bfen  alive  he  would  not  have  suftered  this; 
but  Mr.  Perceval  is  dead — and  her  former 
defenders  mute.  Is  it  to  be  permitted  to 
go  back  to  evidence  given  before  this  sen- 
tence of  acquittal,  and  to  pronounce  a  new 
verdict  of  guilty  ?  Was  ever  woman  so 
triumphant?  Let  the  public  recollect, 
that  no  one  act  has  passed  since  1 807,  that 
the  active  breath  of  slander  has  dared  to 
bring  against  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

The  hon.  member  then  read  the  late 
Iteport,and  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the 
nobfe  lord  had  tauntingly  asserted  that  the 
Princess  of  Wales  had,  doubtless,  some 
legal  adviser,  or  some  friends  within  those 
Walls,  who  would  be  found  to  advocate  her 
cause.  It  had  been  so.  She|had  a  power- 
ful legal  adviser  in  that  House  in  the  late 
Mr.  Perceval.  Many,  too,  of  the  most 
mble  men  in  the  country,  in  the  House  and 
out  of  it,  had  been  ber  friends  and  ad- 
visers ;  among  them  he  could  name  lord 
Eldon,  and  sir  Thomas  Plumer.  It  was 
due  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Perceval,  to 
3tate,that  to  his  dying  day  he  always  pub- 
licly proclaimed  the  innocence  of  the 
Princess,  but  as  for  her  other  surviving 
friends  they  were  mute.  No  doubt,  the 
Princess  had  her  legal  adviser,  one  who 
would  never  shrink  from  the  respon« 
Sibil ity  of  the  duties  of  his  situationi 
or  disown  hia  being  such  adviser,  to 
bim  who  had  any  right  to  question  him. 
For  himself,  in  performing  what  he  did, 
he  would  not  call  himself  the  friend  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  but  the  friend  of  jus^ 
tice. 

Her  Royal  Highness  ought  not  to  be 
the  only  person  in  this  country,  so  famed 
for  its  humanity,  without  a  friend,  or  a 
legal  adviser.  What  resource  was  left  to 
ber  but  an  appeal  to  the  justice*of  parlia* 
ment?  Her  Royal  Hiffhness's  Letter 
was  nothing  more  than  the  appeal  of  a 
mother  for  the  company  of  her  child,  and 
he  would  not  assent  to  the  character  of  a 
contrary  nature  which  had  been  given  to 
it.  As  to  her  Letter  to  parliament,  he 
thought  the  Speaker  highly  praise-worthy 
for  having  laid  it  before  the  House,  and 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground  the 
Speaker  of  the  other  House  declined  to  do 
the  same.  That  Letter  was  the  l^etition 
of  an  injured  woman,  the  first  subject  in 
the  land :  it  was  a  petition  of  a  kind  of 
which  w«  had  some  example  in  the  earlier 
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days  of  our  history,  when  a  brutal  tyrant 
wished  to  get  rid  of  a  consort  of  whom  he 
was  tired.  Her  Royal  Highnesses  appeal, 
though  not  perhaps  in  words,  was  in  sub« 
stance  the  same  as  that  of  the  persecuted 
Anna  Boleyn :  "  Let  me  receive  an  open 
"  trial,  for  my  truth  shall  fear  no  open 
"  shame."*  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Lords  had  twice  returned  her  Letter,  ai 
we  hear,  unopened.  "  You,  Sir,  (address- 
ing the  Speaker)  have,  with  great  proprie* 
ty,  submitted  the  Letter  which  you  re- 
ceived to  our  consideration.  Suppose  you 
had  refused  to  present  ber  petition  I  II 
might  have  happened.  Sir,  that  nobody 
else  would  have  presented  it.  The  bon. 
gentleman,  who  is  the  mover  of  this  qaes- 
tion,  once  gave  me  a  petition,  which  he 
told  me  1 35  members  bad  refused  to  pre- 
sent. This  might  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales."  Mr.  W.  then 
moved  as  an  Amendment  to  the  motion » 
that  an  Address  be  presented  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  that  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
port to  which  her  Royal  Highness  had  re- 
ferred, be  laid  before  the  House. 

Lord  Casilereagh  was  particularly  glad 
that  he  had  reserved  himself  as  to  the  Let- 
ter of  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  till  he  had  heard  what  bad  Ailen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  repelled 
with  great  indignation  the  charge  of  that 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  duke  of  Port- 
land's cabinet  bad  been  prevailed  upon 
by  Mr.  Perceval  to  take  the  part  of  her 
Itoyal  Highness.  The  fact  was,  that  Mr. 
Perceval  having  been  then  out  of  office, 
was  professionally  concerned  for  the  Prin- 
cess ;  he  had  with  that  delicacy  and  honour 
which  were  peculiar  to  him,  declined  to 
take  any  part  whatever  in  that  proceeding. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  also  suppressed 
another  fact  of  importance,  and  of  which 
the  documents  must  have  informed  him, 
in  a  manner  not  consistent  with  candour; 
namely,  that  the  Report  of  the  four  com- 
missioners had  been  submitted  to  lord 
Grenville's  cabinet,  who  had  come  to  u 
Resolution,  of  which  the  minute  of  the 
duke  of  Portland's  cabinet  was  little,  if  al 
all,  more  than  a  confirmation.  The  noble 
lord  would  not  enter  into  details,  which  it 
was  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  explain, 
but  be  most  confidently  denied  the  charge 
of  inconsistency  that  had  been  made 
against  himself  and  his  colleagues.^  The 
last  commission  was  not  to  inquire  into 

^  SeeHoweirt  State  Trials,  vol.  1,  p. 
427. 
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and  try  oTer  tgain  her  Royal  Highness's 
conduct,  which  had  been  cleared  by  the 
former  cabinets;  it  was  to  advise  the 
Prince  Regent  on  a  particular  point,  on 
whicft  his  Ro^l  Highness  condescended 
to  ask  the  opinion  of  his  privy  council ; 
advice  to  that  point  they  gave— advice 
that  he  should  be  always  prepared  to  de- 
fend ;  but  nothing  could  be  more  unjust 
than  to  impute  any  inconsistency  to  those 
who  recommended  so  obvious,  and  he 
would  add>  necessary  a  measure.— He  now 
came  to  consider  the  Princess's  Letter, 
which  had  been  so  eulogized  by  the  hon. 
gentleman ;  of  that  Letter  be  should  speak 
Kb  mind  freely,  and  in  doing  so,  should 
consider  it  as  the  production  of  indiscreet 
advisers,  to  which  her  Roy<a1  Highness 
bad  been  unfortunately  induced  to  attach 
her  name.  This  Letter,  taken  altogether, 
with  its  several  statements,  hints,  and  in* 
Duendos,  he  could  not  but  consider  as  a 
manifeato  questioning  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent's  conduct  with  regard 
to  his  daughter.  It  was  a  Letter  calculated 
to  involve  the  young  Princess  in  these 
feuds,  and  to  sow  division  and  jealousy 
between  the  child  and  the  father.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  called  this  letter  no- 
thing but  a  maternal  appeal  against  in* 
creased  restrictions  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  mother  and  her  royal  daughter ; 
It  was  not  so,  it  was  not  such  an  appeal,  it 
was  an  inflamed  statement  of  all  the  topics 
of  grievance  that  could  be  raked  together 
with  a  view  of  effecting  the  object  of  her 
Royal  Highnesses  advisers.  There  were 
no  additional  restrictions  imposed  at  this 
period  that  could  have  warranted  this 
letter.  The  Princess  Charlotte  was  stills 
as  before  permitted  to  see  her  mother  once 
a  week,  when  she  was  in  town ;  but  when 
she  was  removed  to  Windsor,  it  was  found 
inconvenient,  and  injurious  to  her  educa- 
tion, that  a  journey  to  London  should  oc- 
cupy three  days  out  of  every  six;  it  was 
therefore  determined,  that  her  Royal  High* 
ness,  during  the  period  of  her  residence  at 
Windsor,  should  visit  Tendon  and  her 
royal  mother  but  once  a  fortnight ;  but  it 
sever,  that  the  noble  lord  had  heard,  was 
intended  to  continue  this  restriction  be- 
yond the  residence  at  Windsor,  and  when 
the  Princess  Charlotte  should  have  return- 
ed to  town,  all  would  have  gone  on  as  be- 
fore. Was  this,  he  would  ask,  a  restriction 
of  such  injury  and  oppression  as  to  call 
for  this  accusatory  letter?  This  was  the 
whole  of  what  had  been  magnified  into  a 
great  infliction  of  punishment  and  infe- 


rence of  guilt,  and  he  was  sure  the  House 
would  see  it  as  he  did,  to  be  a  matter  in  no 
ways  sufficient  to  justify  the  LeUer  of  her 
Royal  Highness.  In  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Prince,  he  did  all  that  lay  in 
his  power  to  secure  sound  advice.  He 
called  in  all  the  heads  of  the  Jaw,  and  the 
church,  to  advise  merely  to  one  point,  what 
restraints  should  be  placed  on  the  inter- 
course between  the  Princess  and  her  daugh- 
ter. There  never  was  a  stronger  imputa- 
tion cast  on  any  one  than  was  cast  on  the 
Prince  by  the  legal  advisers  of  the  letter  of 
the  Princess — it  was  an  appeal  to  the  coun- 
try against  their  prince,  and  an  appeal  to 
the  child  against  her  parent.  But  of  all  the 
paragraphs  of  the  Letter,  that  which  re- 
lated to  the  canting  paragraph  about  the 
confirmation,  was  the  most  reprehensible  $ 
for  if  her  Royal  Highness  had  ever  spoken 
to  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  tutor  of  the 
Princess,  on  thej|ubject,  with  a  wish  on 
her  part  to  have  the  ceremony  performed, 
he  could  have  told  her  that  it  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's express  wish  it  should  not  take 
place  till  the  Princess  had  attained  her 
J  8th  year.  The  country,  he  was  sure, 
would  feel  that  the  Prince  had  discharged 
his  duty ;  and  that  his  consultation  with 
the  council  on  the  education  of  his  child 
was  a  proof  of  his  love  of  his  people,  and 
that  he  had  shewn  an  anxious  desire  to 
exercise  the  prerogative  of  educating  his  • 
daughter,  with  a  just  sense  of  its  great  im- 
portance. It  was  not  by  any  means  just 
to  infer  that  any  criminality  was  imputed 
to  the  Princess,  for  the  separation  alone 
was  sufficient  to  justify  the  restraints,  and 
they  ought  to  be  considered  merely  as 
matter  of  regulation  arising  out  of  the  un- . 
fortunate  circumstance  of  the  separation. 
He  would  maintain  that  the  hon.  member 
had  not  laid  any  parliamentary  grounds 
for  his  Amendment,  not  having  shewn 
what  course  of  proceedings  he  would 
adopt,  if  the  Report  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  therefore  he  should  oppose  his  motion. 
Sir  Thomas  Plumar  being  alluded  to  per- 
sonally, felt  himself  called  on  to  make  a 
few  observations :  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther he  was  called  on  to  defend  himself 
against  a  charge  for  having  been  an  ad- 
Tiser  of  the  Princess,  or  for  having  given 
his  advice,  or  for  not  being  any  longer  her 
adviser.  As  to  the  first  point,  he  had  to 
say,  that  he  was  commanded,  in  1 80G,  to 
attend  her  Royal  Highness  at  Blackhealh, 
to  assist  in  defending  her  from  the  charge 
at  that  time  made  against  her.  Did  he  do 
wrong  in  not  withholding  that  advice? 
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Aa  to  the  second  point,  was  it  expected  h^ 
should  Cell  what  advice  he  had  given? 
He  did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  called  on 
i»  stand  ihere  as  a  defendant ;  and  be  cer- 
tainly should  not  act  very  professionally 
if  he  had  disclosed  what  advice  he  had 
given.  He  had,  however,  the  consolation 
of  being  able  to  say,  that  his  opinion  was 
in  complete  unison  with  that  of  Mr.  Per^ 
ceval,  who  was  not  at  that  time  in  the 
cabinet,  or  in  any  political  situation.  He 
also  had  the  consolation  to  say,  that  his 
advice  had  been  successful  in  defending 
her  Royal  Highness  against  the  charge 
then  meditated  against  her*  He  would 
not,  however,  be  then  tempted  to  commu* 
nicate  what  that  advice  was.  He  agreed 
with  what  had  been  publicly  stated  by 
Mr.  Perceval,  that  throughout  the  whole 
discussion  he  could  not  discover  any  thing 
to  allow  him  to  think  there  was  any  just 
foundation  for  the  charge  that  was  pre- 
ferred. On  the  third  point,  he  could  only 
say  it  was  from  no  act  of  his  own  that  he 
was  no  longer  a  legal  adviser  of  her  Royal 
Highness.  She  had  no  doubt  voluntarily 
nade  choice  of  persons  much  better  able 
than  he  was  to  give  her  advice. 

Mr,  Brand  said,  he  was  disappointed  in 
the  speech  he  had  just  heard  :  he  expected 
to  have  heard  some  reply  to  the  allusions 
made  to  the  learned  gentleman.  In  his 
opinion  circumstances  had  come  out  which 
made  him  think  the  country  was  exposed 
to  much  difficulty  and  danger.  The 
noble  lord  had  made  no  satisfactory  reply 
to  his  hon.  friend ;  it  was  not  enough  to 
say  the  Regent  had  the  sole  prerogative  of 
educating  his  daughter.  Statetnenta  had 
been  handed  about  in  which  it  was  said, 
the  Princess  was  accused  by  suborned  wit« 
nesses,  and  to  suffer  the  matter  to  rest  here 
was  a  denial  of  justice  to  the  Princess;  for 
this  reason  he  would  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend, 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  said,  he  felt  very 
warmly  on  this  occasion,  as  aonan  of  ho- 
nour and  a  gentlem^,  but  he  could  not 
vote  either  for  the  original  motion  or  the 
amendment.  He  must  at  the  same  time 
say,  it  was  not  the  speech  of  the  noble 
lord  that  induced  him  to  come  to  thisde* 
termination ;  for  the  noble  lord  had  left 
the  points  which  were  the  most  material 
in  the  discussion  without  any  answer. 
He  considered  this  a  most  galling  and  dis- 
graceful subject,  no  less  than  dragging 
the  royal  family  before  the  House.  The 
irve  question  was,  whether  ministers  had 
daaa  their  duty,  fint  to  their  Kingi  and  se- 
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coadiy  to  their  coivitry.  -In  bis  opinion, 
the  four  commissioners  appointed  in  1 8o6 
had  gone  farther  than  they  were  required 
to  do.     The  commissioners  were  to  exB«> 
mine  into  a  charge  of  one  kind  on{y  ;  but 
from  theievidence  brought  to  support  tbid 
they  formed  another,  and  thus  exceeded 
their  jurisdiction.     If  their  report   was 
only  to  go  to  the  King,  this  circumstaDce 
would  not  have  been  material,  but  as  it  was 
to  go  to  the  Princess,  it  was  sure  to  be 
productive  of  such  difficulties  as  no  womao 
could  submit,  without  complaint,  to  the 
imputations  that  were  cast  upon  her.  But 
passing  by  this  Report,  the  next  to  becon» 
sidered  was  that  of  1S07,  which  was  a 
complete  acquittal  as  to  every  point.  This 
the  noble   lord   had    not   denied  in  bis 
speech  ;  but  the  ministers  of  thatday  not 
only  acquitted  bet  Royal  Highness,  but 
went  farther,  and  advised  his  Majesty  to 
receive  the  Princess  at  court.     With  such 
a  Report  in  existence*  why  was  it  neces- 
sary now  to  ransack  the  evidence  of  J 806, 
and  to  rake  together  the  documents  of 
that  period  to  found  a  Report  upon  what 
regulations  were  necessary  to  govern  the 
intercourse  between  the  Princess  and  her 
daughter  ?  Documents,  in  cruahing  which 
the  uobie  lord  had  formerly  been  a  party. 
If,  instead  of  such  an  unjustifiable  pro- 
ceeding, his  royal   highness    the  Prince 
Regent  had  been  cdvised  to  say, '  I  am  the 
father  of  this  child,  and  I  will  act  as  a 
farther  is  impowered  to  do.     I  am  Prince 
of  these  realms,  and  I  will  exercise  my 
prerogative  of  educating  the  succeuor  (o 
the  throne' — the  country  would  have  been 
satisfied,  in  his  opinion,  as  he  did  not  con-* 
ceive  the  Princess  was  so  popular,  ai  to 
fear  that  such  advice  would  not  have  been 
universally  approved  of.     The  hon.  mem- 
ber said,  he  had  as  high  notionaof  royalty 
as  any  man  ;  but  he  must  say  that  all  such 
proceedings  contributed  to  pull  it  down. 
He  was  very  sorry  we  had  a  royal  family 
who  did  not  take  warning  from  what  was 
said  and  thought  concerning  them.  They 
seemed  to  be  the  only  persons  in  the 
country  who  were  wholly  regardless  ^ 
their  own  welfarejand  respectability.    Ha 
would  not  have  the  Prince  Regent  lay  the 
flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  and  think  bii 
conduct  would  bear  him  harmless  tbroogh 
all  these  transactions.  He  said  this  with  no 
disrespect  to  him  or  his  family :  no  n^ 
was    more    atuched    to    the    House  of 
Brunswick  than  he  was;    but  had  be  > 
sister  in  the  same  situation  with  her  royal 
highness  the  Princesa  of  Wales,  he  would 
Bay  that  ahe  waa  exceedingly  ill*tr€atcdt 
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against  the  ftystem.  ^*  Do  let  us/*  said  the 
hon.  gentlemeo,  <*  consider  the  true  state 
of  the  case.  Slavery  and  human  nature 
sire  two  wordSt  which  when  found  toge- 
ther, are  sufficient  in  themselves  to  show 
the  evils  that  must  arise  out  of  their  con- 
junctioD.  It  is  in  no  case  safe  that  man 
aboiild  he  intrusted  with  arbitrary  power ; 
but,  in  the  present  instance  above  all 
others,  every  circumstance  conspires  to 
provoke  an  abuse  of  arbitrary  power.  In 
the  associations  of  the  planter,  every  thing 
tends  to  render  the  negro  an  object  of  de- 
gradation^^his  colour,  unlike  that  of  his 
master— his  language*  an  imperfect  mi- 
nJckry  of  our  own — and  the  very  habits 
of  self-abasement  which  slavery  itself 
produces."  The  very  circumstance  of 
their  distance  from  the  seat  of  empire 
considerably  increased  the  probability  of 
their  being  oppressed.  They  were  gene- 
rally the  property  of  absentee  proprietors, 
and  mannged  by  overseers  who,  even  if 
the  masters  were  humane  and  enlightened, 
were  not  likely  to  be  actuated  by  the  same 
liberal  sentiments;  nor  was  it  probable 
that  the?  would  acquire  them  in  such  a 
place;  for  by  an  immutable  moral  law, 
the  effects  of  slavery  extended  not  only 
to  the  soSerer,  but  operated  a  correspond- 
iog  degradation  in  the  mind  of  the  mflic- 
tor  of  the  suffering.  The  consequence  of 
the  atala  in  which  these  poor  people  were, 
notwithstanding  the  opinions  of  some  who 
had  not  gone  into  all  the  particulars,  was 
indeed  deplorable  in  the  extreme.;  and  as 
it  was  by  the  fault  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land that  they  first  were  brought  into  that 
condition,  we  ought  at  least  to  afford  them 
all  the  relief  whidi  the  nature  of  things 
adnutted. 

He  was  anxious  not  to  detain  the  House, 
SDd  it  was  only  because  such  an  interval 
had  elapsed  finee  the  subject  had  last 
been  discussed,  that  he  had  now  entered 
into  it  so  much  at  length.  But  it  was 
evident  that  the  situation  of  the  negroes 
wag  not  what  it  ought  to  bet  from  the  cir- 
cumstance cf  their  not  increasing  in  num- 
ber. The  negroes  were  a  prolific  race 
every  where  except  in  the  West  Indies. 
Though  we  had  various  admissions  from 
perwNia  who  desired  to  state  fairly  what 
Shey  bad  seen  and  bdieved,  yet  the  latest 
aecminto  from  Jamaica,  where  the  slaves 
were  in  general  the  best  treated  (for  they 
were  not  treated  in  all  phiees  alike),  ad- 
flttHed  that  great  numbers  were  actually 
losi  ever^  year  from  the  circumstance  of 
their  being  underfed  and   overworked. 

(  VOL*  XXXIV. ) 
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These  were  causes  which  sufficiently  ac* 
counted  for  the  decrease  of  the  speciea ; 
and  if  persons  considered  the  suhjecty 
they  would  find  that  it  could  not  be  other* 
wise,  for  it  was  the  object  of  the  overseers* 
to  get  to  the  maximum  of  exertion,  and 
the  minimum  of  expense.  This  the  ma- 
nager did,  not  to  recommend  himself  to 
his  particular  employer,  hut  to  the  planters 
generally;  for  if,  as  was  truly  said  by 
Mr.  Long,  a  manager  once  gained  a  cha- 
racter of  raising  crops  at  a  great  expense, 
he  found  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  gain 
a  second  employment.  The  great  evil, 
however,  which  in  its  consequences  far  ex« 
ceeded  all  the  others,  was,  that  the  ne- 
groes were,  in  fact,  in  a  degraded  situa- 
tion^-that  they  were  not  considered  as 
entitled  to  the  same  protection  of  the  laws 
as  other  individuals— that  they  were  not 
considered  as  our  fellow*creatures.  What- 
ever disposition  might  sometimes  exist  to 
treat  them  kindly,  yet  their  personal  into* 
rests  were  neglected  altogether:  they 
were  utterly  destitute  of  any  sort  of  in- 
struction, moral  or  religious.  He  knew, 
indeed,  that  one  hon.  member  had  sent 
out  a  person  for  the  express  purpose  of  in- 
structing his  slaves;  but  in  general  they 
received  no  instruction  whatever.  When, 
therefore,  we  knew  that  the  nmrriage  in- 
stitution had  not  only<  not  been  encou- 
raged, but  had  not  been  iatroduced  any 
more  than  among  the  brute  beasts,  it  waa 
a  sufficient  proof  that  the  negroes  did  not 
occupy  the  station  of  their  fellow-mortals. 
If  we  looked  to  the  laws  of  the  island,  we 
should  find  sufficient  reason  to  lament,  not 
only  the  old  laws  of  former  and  less  en- 
lightened times,  but  those  also  of  a  far 
more  modem  date.  He  said  this  the 
rather,  because  many  persons  thought 
they  answered  all  objections,  if  they  could 
show  that  the  slaves  were  sometimes  well 
fed  and  taken  care  of— just  as  if  they  were 
speaking  of  the  good  condition  of  so  many 
horses ;  but  this  in  itself  tended  only  to 
show  that  they  were  considered  in  a  de- 
graded station,  and  not  as  fellow-mortals* 
In  fact,  one  party  had  contended  openlj 
that  they  were  not  fellow-creatures,  but  of 
an  infenor  stamp ;  and  if  there  could  be 
any  extenuation,  these  appeared  less  in- 
consistent at  least  than  others.  Another 
point  he  wished  to  touch  on  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  poor  creatures  were 
worked:  they  were  considered  so  inca- 
pable of  foresight,  that  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessai^,  as  with  infierior  animals,  to  use 
the  stimulus  of  the  whipi  and  make  them 
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doubt,  that  upon  a  representation  of  mis- 
conduct in  a  member  of  the  royal  family, 
involving  besides  a  charge  of  high  treason, 
and  presenting  the  danger  of  a  disputed 
succession,  the  King's  verbal  authority  to 
a  number  of  privy  counsellors  was  suffi- 
cient. The  letter  complains  that  the  or- 
dinary modes  of  inquiry  were  not  resorted 
to,  as  if  ministers  ought  immediately,  with- 
out endeavouring  to  investigate  the.  truth 
of  the  charges,  to  have  caused  a  bill  of  m- 
dictment  to  be  preferred  to  a  grand  jury, 
and  to  kindle  a  flame  in  the  kingdom  upon 
a  charge  of  such  importance,  when  possi- 
bly there  might  be  no  real  foundation  for 
it.  . 

The  slightest  knowledge-  of  our  history 
ivas  sufiieieut,  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the 
constant  recourse  had  to  such  inquiries. 
Prom  the  time  of  sir  John  Fenwick,  to  go 
no  earlier,  to  the  trials  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  and  Mr.  Hardy,  certain  members 
.of  the  privy  council  had,  upon  a  charge 
of  treason,  or  treasonable  practices,  al- 
ways inquired  into  the  truth  of  the 
charges,  before  any  judicial  proceeding 
was  instituted.  The  legality  of  such  pro- 
ceedings was  indeed  recorded  by  the 
whole  legislature.  In  the  act  passed  on 
occasion  of  Mr.  Harley'slife  having  been 
attempted  while  he  was  sitting  as  a  privy 
counsellor  upon  such  an  inquiry,  the  act 
atates  that  it  was  while  he  was  in  dis- 
charge of  hia  duty ;  but  it  should  seem 
according  to  this  objection,  that  it  should 
have  been  stated  that  he  was  acting  ille- 
gally and  in  violation  of  his  duty.  That 
this  committee  of  the  privy  council  con- 
aisted  only  of  four  persons,  could  afibrd  no 
objection;  no  one  would  pretend,  that  by 
law  a  larger  number  was  necessary. 

It  had  been  said,  that  if  they  coold  ac- 

3uit  they  must  have  bad  a  right  to  con- 
emn,  as  if  an  ex-parte  examination  was 
not  sufficient  in  all  cases  to  justify  an  ac- 
quittal, and  as  if  it  could  in  any  case  war- 
rant a  condemnation.  When  Margaret 
](>ficholson  was  seiEcd  in  a  treasonable  at- 
tempt op  the  King's  life,  and  when;  upon 
lis  being  ascertained  upon  an  inquiry  be- 
fore a  committee  of  ibe  privy  council,  that 
ahe  was  disordered  in  her  mind,  and  in 
Gonseqaence  of  which  she  was  never 
brought  to  trial,  did  any  person  ever  ques- 
tion the  legality  of  the  proceeding }  Sure- 
ly, the  objection  could  never  have  been 
seriously  entertained,  and  never  could  have 
been  made  but  to  answer  the  most  factious 
purposes.  The  proceeding  of  1 806  was  en- 
lireiy  an  ex-parte  proceeding,  and  upon 
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that  alone  no  person  could  be  convicted 
of  any  oftence,  whatever  might  be  the 
evidence  on  which  it  had  proceeded.  Ho 
understood  that  it  had  been  treated  by  the 
Commissioners  themselves  as  an  ex-parte 
proceeding,  and  that  they  had  suggested 
that  a  copy  of  it  should  be  delivered  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  order  to  afibrd 
her  Royal  Highness  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
ducing other  evidence,  if  she  should  de- 
sire it.  These  matters  with  respect  to  the 
form  of  the  proceedings  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  state,  and  he  thought  it  as  mocb , 
his  duty  not  to  say  any  thing  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  who  had  brought  forward  the  pre« 
sent  motion  had  stated  his  intention  to  him, 
and  he  had  told  him,  that  he  thopght  his 
first  Resolution  conld  not  be  adopted.  He 
therefori?,  did  not  rise  in  support  of  it»  for 
he  concurred  in  much  that  bad  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord  opposite ;  and  thought 
that,  at  this  period  at  least,  no  such  motioa 
could  be  entertained  by  the  Hous^,  as 
might  render  it  the  vehicle  of  communi- 
cating to  the  public  at  large,  those  matters 
which  it  was  much  better  should  be  sop- 
pressed.  He  must,  however,  remind  the 
noble  lord  of  his  expression  of  his  readi- 
ness to  make  explanations,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  more  recent  parts  of 
these  transactions. 

If  the  House  dismissed  this  snbject 
without  any  further  explanations  or  pro- 
ceedings, the  Princess  of  Wales  would,  ia 
his  mind,  be  grossly  injured.  Her  Royal 
Highness  complained  to  the  House,  of 
vague  and  ambiguous  blame  thrown  upon 
her,  and  demanded  explanation  at  least. 
By  the  common  uncontradicted  rumour,  it 
appeared,  that  she  had  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  King,  iikipeaching  the  proceedings 
of  the  four  noble  lords  who  were  the  Com- 
missioners in  1800;  and  it  should  be  re- 
marked, that  in  so  doing,  she  was  under* 
stood  to  be  acting  under  the  advice  of  Mr* 
Perceval.  Lord  Eldon,  it  was  also  stated, 
approved  of  that  letter.  The  same  was 
said  of  sir  T.  Plumer,  now  his  Majesty's 
Attorney- General,  who,  being  present, 
could  contradict  the  assertion,  if  it  were 
untrue.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
noble  lord  opposite,  whether,  with  the 
privity  and  knowledge  of  those  personsj 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  her  Royal 
Highnesses  innocence  manifest  to  the 
worltl,  a  work  was  not  printed,  intended 
to  be  published,  and  circulated  not  only 
throdghout  England  but  Europe  ?    Wben 
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tho  noble  lord  talked  of  an  appetite  for 
alaoder  and  calumny,  was  he  not  awaVe 
that  the  newspapez-s  had  lately  teemed 
iviih  paragraphs  and  extracts,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  libel  the  Princess  of 
Wales?  Was  not  the  public  mind  in  a 
state  of  agitation  on  the  subject,  which  it 
was  highly  expedient  to  allaj  ?  Nobody 
doubted  that  lady  Douglas  was  a  perjured 
person ;  but  though  that  was  not  doubted, 
•he  still  remained  a  competent  witness ; 
and»  therefore,  one  check  ought  to  be 
put  to  the  propagation  of  ambiguous  re- 
ports. 

It  appears  that  her  Royal  Hijghness,  find- 
ing the  intercourse  between  her  and  the 
young  Princess  was  restricted  more  and 
more,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, which  was  twice  returned  unopened. 
At  length,  it  seems,  it  was  read  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  and  the  cold  answer  returned 
was,  that  ministers  had  received  no  com- 
inaods  on  the  subject.  That  letter  at  last 
fi>nnd  its  way  into  the  public  prints ;  and 
then  bis  Royal  Highness,  not  as  the  head 
of  bis  family,  but  as  Prince  Regent,  by 
Che  advice  of  ministers,  summoned  a  privy 
council  to  consult  what  he  should  do :  and 
the  extraordinary  advice  of  this  privy 
council  to  his  Royal  Highness  was,  not  to 
refer  to  the  present  conduct  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  but  to  the  evidence  of  1 806,  and 
for  such  conduct  she  was  to  be  punished, 
and  not  for  any  thing  done  by  ber  in 
1807,  J  808, 1809,  or  any  subsequent  year. 

^  Then/  (exclaimed  Mr.W.)  'under  what 
circumstances  stand  their  famous  proceed- 
ings of  1806,  for  which  alone  her  Royal 
Higbneas  is  to  be  punished }  All  the  wit- 
nesses against  her  perjured  and  blasted  I 
Yet  at  tbu  moment  sir  John  Douglas  is  in 
the  service  of  one  of  the  royal  family.  All 
the  witnesses  declared  infamous,  the  evi- 
dence is  declared  unworthy  of  credit, 
when  applied  to  the  principal  charge,  and 
yet  the  same  evidence  is  to  be  considered 
good  when  applied  to  levity  of  manners. 
It  was  considered  as  not  sufficient  to  de- 
prive her  Royal  Highness  of  the  honours  of 
her  rank,  of  access  to  the  King,  of  society 
with  the  Princessea,  yet  it  is  now  to  be 
raked  up  again  to  remove  her  from  her 
child  ?  It  is  so  admitted  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  yet  he  and  lord  Eldon  mix  op 
this  old  hash  of  evidence  as  the  only  testi- 
mony that  could  be  found  to  affect  the 
Princess  of  Wales.  But,  was  not  this 
famous  evidence  of  180^  laid  before  the 
Prince's  legal  advisers,  Mr.  Adam,  Mr. 
Garrow^  and  Mr.  Jekyll?    I  should  be 
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glad  to  know  how  the  last  insidious  para- 
graph of  that  opinion  came  before  the 
public  ?  Whether  it  was  not  so  made 
public  from  authority  ?  Again;  had  not 
the  cabinet  of  1807,  all  the  evidence 
given  in  lb06,  before  it,  and  the  legal  opi- 
nion of  the  Prince's  lawyers  I  just  referred 
to  into  the  bargain,  when  their  verdict  of 
unqualified  acquittal  was  given?  From 
this  verdict  they  now  seem  to  shrink,  be- 
cause the  evidence  is  stale  and  forgotten.' 

Mn  Whitbread  then  read  the  Minute  of 
Council  of  1807;  it  was  signed  by  lords 
Castlereagh.  and  Eldon,  and  doubted  the 
legality  of  the  commission  that  sat  upon 
the  council  in  1806.  Yet,  (added  the 
hon.  gentleman)  those  noble  lords  who  in 
1 807  doubt  the  legality  of  the  proceedings 
of  1 806,  now  go  back  to  those  same  pro- 
ceedings of  1806,  as  their  only  guide.' 
[He  then  read  that  part  of  the  minute  of 
1807,  that  not  only  entirely  acquits  the 
Princess  of  Wales  of  every  charge  of  cri- 
minality brought  against  her  by  the 
Douglasses,  but  exculpates  her  likewise 
from  every  hint  of  unguarded  levity  at- 
tributed to  her  by  the  Commissioners  in 
1806.]  '  Do  then,'  said  Mr.  Whitbread, 
'  Do  lord  Castlereagh  or  lord  Eldon,  mean 
to  escape  from  their  words  ?'  There  never 
was  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty  like  this.  The 
Princess  of  Wales  threatened  a  publica- 
tion of  her  case  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Perce- 
val, lord  Eldon,  and  sir  Thomas  Plumer,  if 
she  was  not  received  at  court ;  this  they 
advised  her  to  do.  But  the  publication 
was  delayed  till  lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Per* 
ceval  kissed  hands ;  what  could  have  been^ 
^  the  feelings  of  lord  Eldon  and  Mr,  Perce- 
val when  they  advised  the  publication* 
but  that  she  was  innocent— immaculate  ? 
So  much  for  the  c^dour,  fairness,  and 
liberality  of  those  by  whose  verdict  the 
Princess  of  Wales  is  now  to  be  tried.  Did 
lord  Eldon,  or  any  other  conscientious  and 
doubting  judge  reserve  to  himself  a  mode 
of  escape  by  the  specialty  of  the  charge  } 
Do  they  purpose  to  say  that  there  was  any 
other  meaning  to  the  word  innocent? 
When  is  a  verdict  to  stand  good }  No 
counsel,  no  witnesses,  no  examination  in 
her  favor — and  yet  the  verdict  pronounced 
by  these  very  persons  is  Not  Guilty. 

Will  it,  then,  be  permitted  to  any  one ; 
will  it  be  endured,  will  it  be  allowed  to 
Englishmen,  to  rake  up  this  evidence 
again,  and  upon  this  evidence  to  con- 
demn, to  defame,  to  punish  }  Let,  then, 
the  House  and  the  country  recollect  the 
verdict  of  1807,  and  the  report  of  i81S  ; 
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and  then  recollect  that  the  privy  eooncil 
was  Bent  back  to  the  period  of  ]  806.  Can 
4hey  suppose  the  Princess  can  submit  to 
these  imputations?  If  Mr.  Perceval  had 
•been  alive  he  would  notha?e  sullered  this; 
but  Mr.  Perceval  is  dead-— and  her  former 
defenders  mute.  Is  it  to  be  permitted  to 
go  back  to  evidence  given  before  this  sen- 
tence of  acquittal,  and  to  pronounce  anew 
verdict  of  guilty  ?  Was  ever  woman  so 
triumphant?  Let  the  public  recollect, 
that  no  one  act  has  passed  since  1 807,  that 
the  actife  breath  of  slander  has  dared  to 
^  bring  against  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

The  hon.  member  then  read  the  late 
Beport^and  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the 
nobfe  lord  had  tauntingly  asserted  that  the 
Princess  of  Wales  had,  doubtless,  some 
legal  adviser,  or  some  friends  within  those 
Walls,  who  would  be  found  to  advocate  her 
cause.  It  had  been  so.  She[had  a  power- 
ful legal  adviser  in  that  House  in  the  late 
Mr.  Perceval.  Many,  too,  of  the  most 
eble  men  in  the  country,  in  the  House  and 
out  of  it,  had  been  her  friends  and  ad- 
visers ;  among  them  he  could  name  lord 
Eldon,  and  sir  Thomas  Plumer.  It  was 
doe  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Perceval,  to 
state,  that  to  his  dying  day  be  always  pub- 
licly proclaimed  the  innocence  of  the 
•  Princess,  but  as  for  her  other  surviving 
friends  they  were  mute.  No  doubt,  the 
Princess  had  her  legal  adviser,  one  who 
would  never  shrink  from  the  respon« 
sibility  of  the  duties  of  his  situation, 
or  disown  his  being  such  adviser,  to 
bim  who  had  any  right  to  question  him. 
For  himself,  in  performing  what  he  did, 
he  would  not  call  himself  the  friend  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  but  the  friend  of  jos*- 
tice. 

Her  Royal  Highness  ought  not  to  be 
the  only  person  in  this  country,  so  famed 
for  its  humanity,  without  a  friend,  or  a 
legal  adviser.  What  resource  was  left  to 
her  but  an  appeal  to  the  ju8tice«of  parlia* 
menl?  Her  Royal  Highnesses  Letter 
was  nothing  more  than  the  appeal  of  a 
mother  for  the  company  of  her  child,  and 
he  would  not  assent  to  the  character  of  a 
contrary  nature  which  had  been  given  to 
it  As  to  her  Letter  to  parliament,  he 
thought  the  Speaker  highly  praise-worthy 
£)r  having  laid  it  before  the  House,  and 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground  the 
Speaker  of  the  other  House  declined  to  do 
the  same.  That  Letter  was  the  Petition 
of  an  injured  woman,  the  first  subject  in 
the  land  :  it  was  a  petition  of  a  kind  of 
which  we  had  some  example  in  the  earlier 
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days  of  our  history,  when  a  brutal  tyrant 
wished  to  get  rid  of  a  consort  of  whom  he 
was  tired.  Her  Royal  Highnesses  appeal, 
though  not  perhaps  in  words,  was  in  sub« 
stance  the  same  as  that  of  the  persecuted 
Anna  Boleyn  :  "  Let  me  receive  an  open 
"  trial,  for  my  truth  shall  fear  no  open 
''shame.''*  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Lords  had  twice  returned  her  Letter,  as 
we  hear,  unopened.  "  You,  Sir,  (addreu- 
ing  the  Speaker)  have,  with  great  proprie- 
ty, submitted  the  Letter  which  you  re- 
ceived to  our  consideration.  Suppose  yoa 
had  refused  to  present  her  petition !  It 
might  have  happened.  Sir,  that  nobody 
else  would  have  presented  it.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  who  is  the  mover  of  this  ques- 
tion, once  gave  me  a  petition,  which  he 
told  me  135  members  had  refused  to  pre- 
sent. This  might  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales."  Mr.  W.  then 
moved  as  an  Amendment  to  the  motion, 
that  an  Address  be  presented  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  that  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
port to  which  her  Royal  Highness  had  re* 
ferred,  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Lord  Castlereagk  was  particularly  glad 
that  he  had  reserved  himself  as  to  the  Let- 
ter of  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  till  he  had  heard  what  had  Mien 
from  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  repelled 
with  great  indignation  the  charge  of  that 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  duke  of  Port* 
land's  cabinet  bad  been  prevailed  upon 
by  Mr.  Perceval  to  take  the  part  of  her 
Royal  Highness.  Xbe  fact  was,  that  Mr. 
Perceval  having  been  then  out  of  office, 
was  professionally  concerned  for  the  Prin* 
cess ;  he  had  with  that  delicacy  and  honour 
which  were  peculiar  to  him,  declined  to 
take  any  part  whatever  in  that  proceeding. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  also  suppreased 
another  fact  of  importance,  and  of  which 
the  documents  must  have  informed  him, 
in  a  manner  not  consistent  with  candour; 
namely,  that  the  Report  of  the  four  com- 
missioners had  been  submitted  to  lord 
Grenville's  cabinet,  who  had  come  to  a 
Resolution,  of  which  the  minute  of  the 
duke  of  Portland's  cabinet  was  little,  if  al 
all,  more  than  a  con6rmation.  The  noble 
lord  would  not  enter  into  details,  which  it 
was  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  explain, 
but  he  most  confidently  deniiMi  the  charge 
of  inconsistency  that  had  been  made 
against  himself  and  his  colleagues*.  The 
last  commission  was  not  to  inquire  into 

*  See  Howell's  State  Trials,  voL  1,  p. 
427. 
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and  try  OTer  tgaio  ber  Royal  Highnesses 
conduct,  which  had  been  cleared  by  the 
former  cabinets ;  it  was  to  ad?ise  the 
Prince  Regent  on  a  particular  pointy  on 
whicft  his  Ro^l  Hishness  condescended 
to  ask  the  opinion  of  his  privy  council ; 
advice  to  that  point  they  gave— advice 
that  he  should  be  always  prepared  to  de- 
fend ;  but  nothing  could  be  more  unjust 
than  to  impute  any  inconsistency  to  those 
who  recommended  so  obvious,  and  he 
would  add«  necessary  a  measure.-— He  now 
came  to  consider  the  Princess's  Letter, 
which  had  been  so  eulogized  by  the  hon. 
gentleman ;  of  that  Letter  he  should  speak 
bis  mind  freely,  and  in  doing  so,  should 
consider  it  as  the  production  of  indiscreet 
advisers,  to  which  her  Royal  Highness 
bad  been  unfortunately  induced  to  attach 
ber  name.  This  Letter,  taken  altogether, 
with  its  several  statements,  hints,  and  in- 
Duendos,  he  could  not  but  consider  as  a 
manifesto  questioning  bis  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent's  conduct  with  regard 
to  his  daughter.  It  was  a  Letter  calculated 
to  involve  the  young  Princess  in  these 
feuds,  and  to  sow  division  and  jealousy 
between  the  child  and  the  father.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  called  this  letter  no- 
thing but  a  maternal  appeal  against  in- 
creased restrictions  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  mother  and  her  royal  daughter ; 
it  was  not  so,  it  was  not  such  an  appeal,  it 
was  an  inflamed  statement  of  all  the  topics 
of  grievance  that  could  be  raked  together 
with  a  view  of  effecting  the  object  of  her 
Royal  Highnesses  advisers.  There  were 
no  additional  restrictions  imposed  at  this 
period  that  could  have  warranted  this 
letter.  The  Princess  Charlotte  was  stills 
as  before  permitted  to  see  her  mother  once 
a  week,  when  she  was  in  town ;  but  when 
she  was  removed  to  Windsor,  it  was  found 
inconvenient,  and  injurious  to  her  educa- 
tion, that  a  journey  to  London  should  oc- 
cupy three  days  out  of  every  six;  it  was 
therefore  determined,  that  ber  Royal  High* 
ness,  during  the  period  of  her  residence  at 
Windsor,  should  visit  London  and  her 
royal  mother  but  once  a  fortnight ;  but  it 
sever,  that  the  noble  lord  had  heard,  was 
intended  to  continue  this  restriction  be- 
yond the  residence  at  Windsor,  and  when 
the  Princess  Charlotte  should  have  return- 
ed to  town,  all  would  have  gone  on  as  be- 
fore. Was  this,  he  would  ask,  a  restriction 
of  soch  injury  and  oppression  as  to  call 
for  this  accusatory  letter  ?  This  was  the 
whole  of  what  bad  been  magnified  into  a 
great  infliction  of  poniithment  and  infe- 


rence of  guilt,  and  he  was  sure  the  House 
would  see  it  as  he  did,  to  be  a  matter  in  no 
ways  suflBctent  to  justify  the  Letter  of  her 
Royal  Highness.  In  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Prince,  he  did  all  that  lay  in 
his  power  to  secure  sound  advice.  He 
called  in  all  the  heads  of  the  Jaw,  and  the 
church,  to  advise  merely  to  one  point,  what 
restraints  should  be  placed  on  the  inter- 
course between  the  Princess  and  herdaugh* 
ter.  There  never  was  a  stronger  imputa* 
tion  cast  on  any  one  than  was  cast  on  the 
Prince  by  the  legal  advisers  of  the  letter  of 
the  Princess — it  was  an  appeal  to  the  coun- 
try against  their  prince,  and  an  appeal  to 
the  child  against  her  parent.  Butof  all  the 
paragraphs  of  the  Letter,  that  which  re- 
lated to  the  canting  paragraph  about  the 
confirmation,  was  the  most  reprehensible^ 
for  if  her  Royal  Highness  had  ever  spoken 
to  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  tutor  of  the 
Princess,  on  the  j^ubject,  with  a  wish  oa 
her  part  to  have  the  ceremony  performed, 
he  could  have  told  her  that  it  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's express  wish  it  should  not  take 
place  till  the  Princess  had  attained  her 
]8th  year.  The  country,  he  was  sure* 
would  feel  that  the  Prince  had  discharged 
his  duty ;  and  that  his  consultation  with 
the  council  on  the  education  of  his  child 
was  a  proof  of  his  love  of  his  people,  and 
that  he  had  shewn  an  anxious  desire  to 
exercise  the  prerogative  of  educating  his  • 
daughter,  with  a  just  sense  of  its  great  im- 
portance. It  was  not  by  any  means  just 
to  infer  that  any  criminality  was  imputed 
to  the  Princess,  for  the  separation  alone 
was  sufficient  to  justify  the  restraints,  and 
they  ought  to  be  considered  merely  as 
matter  of  regulation  arising  out  of  the  un- , 
fortunate  circumstance  of  the  separation. 
He  would  maintain  that  the  hon.  member 
had  not  laid  any  parliamentary  grounds 
for  his  Amendment,  not  having  shewn 
what  course  of  proceedings  he  would 
adopt,  if  the  Report  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  therefore  he  should  oppose  his  motion. 
Sir  Thomas  Plumer  being  alluded  to  per- 
sonally, felt  himself  called  on  to  make  a 
few  observations :  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther he  was  called  on  to  defend  himself 
against  a  charge  for  having  been  an  ad- 
▼iser  of  the  Princess,  or  for  having  given 
his  advice,  or  for  not  being  any  longer  her 
adviser.  As  to  the  first  point,  he  had  to 
say,  that  he  was  commanded,  in  1 800,  to 
attend  her  Royal  Highness  at  Blackheatb, 
to  assist  in  defending  her  from  the  charge 
at  that  time  made  against  her.  Did  he  do 
wrong  in  not  withholding  that  advice} 


1151]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

As  to  the  second  point,  was  it  expected  he 
should  tell  what  advice  he  bad  given? 
Ue  did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  called  on 
to  stand  there  as  a  defendant ;  and  be  cer- 
tatnly  should  not  act  very  professionally 
if  he  had  disclosed  what  advice  he  had 
given.  He  had,  however,  the  consolation 
of  being  able  to  say,  that  his  opinion  was 
in  complete  unison  with  that  of  Mr.  Per* 
ceval,  who  was  not  at  that  time  in  the 
cabinet,  or  in  any  political  situation.  He 
also  bad  the  consolation  to  say,  that  his 
advice  had  been  successful  in  defending 
her  Royal  Highness  against  the  charge 
then  meditated  against  her.  He  would 
not,  however,  be  then  tempted  to  commu- 
nicate what  that  advice  was.  He  agreed 
with  what  had  been  publicly  stated  by 
Mr.  Perceval,  that  throughout  the  whole 
discussion  he  could  not  discover  any  thing 
to  allow  him  to  think  there  was  any  just 
foundation  for  the  charge  that  was  pre- 
ferred. On  the  third  point,  he  could  only 
say  it  was  from  no  act  of  his  own  that  he 
was  no  longer  a  legal  adviser  of  her  Royal 
H^hnesB.  She  had  no  doubt  voluntarily 
made  choice  of  persons  much  better  able 
than  he  was  to  give  her  advice. 

Mr,  Brand  said,  he  was  disappointed  in 
the  speech  be  had  just  heard  :  he  expected 
to  have  heard  some  reply  to  the  allusions 
made  to  the  learned  gentleman.  In  his 
opinion  circumstances  had  come  out  which 
made  him  think  the  country  was  exposed 
to  much  difficulty  and  danger.  The 
noble  lord  had  made  no  satisfactory  reply 
to  his  hon.  friend ;  it  was  not  enough  to 
say  the  Regent  had  the  sole  prerogative  of 
educating  his  daughter.  Statementa  had 
been  haiuled  about  in  which  it  was  said, 
the  Princess  was  accused  by  suborned  wit* 
nesses,  and  to  suffer  the  matter  to  rest  here 
was  a  denial  of  justice  to  the  Princess;  for 
this  reason  he  would  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Stuart  WcrtUy  said,  he  felt  very 
warmly  on  this  occasion,  as  annan  of  ho- 
nour and  a  gentlem^,  but  he  could  not 
vote  either  for  the  original  motion  or  the 
amendment.  He  must  at  the  same  time 
say,  It  was  not  the  speech  of  the  noble 
lord  that  induced  him  to  come  to  this  de- 
termination ;  for  the  noble  lord  had  left 
the  points  which  were  the  most  material 
in  the  discussion  without  any  answer. 
He  considered  this  a  most  galling  and  dis- 
graceful subject,  no  less  than  dragging 
the  royal  family  before  the  House.  The 
Irve  question  was,  whether  ministers  had 
dooa  ttieir  duty,  first  to  their  King«  aiui  se* 


The  PrinccH  of  Wdes. 


[1158 


coadJy  to  their  coisitry.  -In  bit. opinion, 
the  four  commissioners  appointed  in  1 800 
had  gone  farther  than  they  were  required 
to  do.  The  oommissioners  were  to  exa- 
mine into  a  charge  of  one  kind  on)y  ;  but 
from  thei  evidence  brought  to  support  thitf 
they  formed  another,  and  thus  exceeded 
their  jurisdiction.  If  their  report  waft 
only  to  go  to  the  King,  this  circunristance 
would  not  have  been  material,  but  as  it  mas 
to  go  to  the  Princess,  it  was  sure  to  be 
productive  of  such  difficulties  as  no  vvomail 
could  submit,  without  complaint^  to  the 
imputations  that  were  cast  upon  her.  But 
passing  by  this  Report,  the  next  to  be  con* 
sidered  was  that  of  1S07,  which  vras  m 
complete  acquittal  as  to  every  point.  This 
the  noble  lord  had  not  denied  in  his 
speech  ;  but  the  ministers  of  thatday  not 
only  acquitted  her  Royal  Highness,  but 
went  farther,  and  advised  his  Majesty  to 
receive  the  Princess  at  court.  With  such 
a  Report  in  existence,  why  was  it  neces- 
sary now  to  ransack  the  evidence  of  180(5, 
and  to  rake  together  the  documents  of 
that  period  to  found  a  Report  upon  what 
regulations  were  necessary  to  govern  the 
intercourse  between  the  Princess  and  her 
daughter  ?  Documents,  in  crushing  which 
the  noble  lord  bad  formerly  been  a  party* 
If,  instead  of  such  an  unjustifiable  pro« 
ceeding,  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  had  been  cdvised  to  say, '  I  am  the 
father  of  this  child,  and  1  will  act  as  a 
father  is  im powered  to  do.  I  am  Prince 
of  these  realms,  and  I  will  exercise  my 
prerogative  of  educating  the  successor  to 
the  throne'-^the  country  would  have  been 
satisfied,  in  his  opinion,  as  he  did  not  con- 
ceive the  Princess  was  so  popular,  as  to 
fear  that  such  advice  would  not  have  beea 
universally  approved  of.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber said,  he  had  as  high  notionaof  royalty 
as  any  man ;  but  he  must  say  that  all  such 
proceedings  contributed  to  pull  it  down. 
He  was  very  sorry  we  had  a  royal  family 
who  did  not  take  warning  from  what  was 
said  and  thought  concerning  them.  They 
seemed  to  be  the  only  persons  in  the 
country  who  were  wholly  regardless  of 
their  own  welfare(and  respectability.  He 
would  not  have  the  Prince  Regent  lay  the 
flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  and  think  bia 
conduct  would  bear  him  harmless  through 
all  these  transactions.  He  said  this  with  no 
disrespect  to  him  or  his  family :  no  nan 
was  more  attached  to  the  House  of 
Brunswick  than  he  was;  but  bad  be  ft 
sister  in  the  same  situation  with  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  be  would 
say  that  she  was  exceedingly  iU-treatcd. 
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apioft  the  system.  **  Do  let  us,"  said  the 
faon.  gentlemen,  <*  consider  the  true  state 
of  the  case.  Slavery  and  human  nature 
«re  two  wordSt  which  when  found  toge- 
ilMr»  are  sufficient  in  themselves  to  show 
the  evils  that  must  arise  out  of  their  con< 
junction.  It  is  in  no  esse  safe  that  man 
•hould  be  intrusted  with  arbitrary  power ; 
but,  in  the  present  instance  above  all 
€rtbefs,  every  circumstance  conspires  to 
provoke  an  abuse  of  arbitrary  power.  In 
the  associations  of  the  planter,  every  thing 
tends  to  render  the  negro  an  object  of  de« 
gradation «-hb  colour,  unlike  that  of  hia 
master*-*his  language,  an  imperfect  mi- 
mickry  of  our  own — and  the  very  habits 
of  self-abasement  which  slavery  itself 
praduces."  The  very  circumstance  of 
their  distance  from  the  seat  of  empire 
<»nMderab]y  increased  the  probability  of 
their  being  oppressed.  They  were  gene- 
rally the  property  of  absentee  proprietors, 
and  maongra  by  overseers  who,  even  if 
the  masters  were  humane  and  enlightened, 
were  not  likely  to  be  actuated  by  the  same 
liberal  sentiments;  nor  was  it  probable 
that  they  would  acquire  them  in  such  a 
place;  tor  by  an  immutable  moral  law, 
the  effects  of  slavery  extended  not  only 
to  tbe  suffisrer,  but  operated  a  correspond- 
ing degradation  in  the  mind  of  the  inflic- 
tor  of  the  suffering.  The  consequence  of 
the  state  In  which  these  poor  people  were, 
notwithstanding  the  opinions  of  some  who 
had  not  gone  into  all  the  particulars,  was 
indeed  defJorable  in  the  extreme  j  and  as 
it  was  by  the  fault  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land that  they  first  were  brought  into  that 
condition,  we  ought  at  least  to  afford  them 
all  the  relief  which  the  nature  of  things 
admitted. 

He  was  anxious  not  to  detain  the  House, 
and  it  was  only  because  such  ati  interval 
had  elapsed  sinee  the  subiect  had  last 
been  discussed,  that  he  had  now  entered 
into  it  so  much  at  length.  Bu(  it  was 
evident  that  the  aitaation  of  the  negroes 
wag  not  what  it  ooght  to  be»  from  the  cir- 
eomstance  d£  their  not  increasing  in  num- 
ber. The  negroes  were  a  prolific  race 
every  where  except  in  the  West  Indies. 
Though  we  had  various  admissions  from 
persona  who  desired  to  state  fairly  what 
they  had  seen  and  believed,  yet  the  latest 
accounts  from  Jamaica,  where  the  slaves 
were  in  general  the  best  treated  (for  they 
were  not  treated  in  all  places  alike),  ad- 
Btttled  that  great  numbers  were  actually 
lost  every  year  from  the  citcumstaoce  of 
their  being   underfed  and   ovefworked* 
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These  were  causes  which  sufficiently  ac* 
counted  for  the  decrease  of  the  species ; 
and  if  persons  considered  the  subject, 
they  would  find  that  it  could  not  be  other* 
wise,  for  it  was  the  object  of  the  overseers, 
to  get  to  the  maximum  of  exertion,  and 
the  minimum  of  expense.  This  the  ma* 
nager  did,  not  to  recommend  himself  to 
his  particular  employer,  but  to  the  planters 
generally;  for  if,  as  was  truly  said  by 
Mr.  Long,  a  manager  once  gained  a  cha- 
racter of  raising  crops  at  a  great  expense, 
he  found  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  gain 
a  second  employment.  The  great  evil, 
however,  which  in  its  consequences  far  ex« 
ceeded  all  the  others,  was,  that  the  ne« 
groea  were,  in  fact,  in  a  degraded  situa^ 
tion^-that  they  were  not  considered  as 
entitled  to  the  same  protection  of  the  laws 
as  other  individuals — that  they  were  not 
considered  as  our  feIlow*creatures.  What- 
ever disposition  might  sometimes  exist  to 
treat  them  kindly,  yet  their  personal  into* 
rests  were  neglected  altogether:  they 
were  utterly  destitute  of  any  sort  of  in« 
struction,  moral  or  religious.  He  knew, 
indeed,  that  one  hon.  member  had  sent 
out  a  person  for  the  express  purpose  of  in« 
structiog  his  slaves;  but  in  general  they 
received  no  instruction  whatever.  Wlien, 
therefore,  we  knew  that  the  marriage  in- 
stitution had  not  only*  not  been  encoii^ 
raged,  but  had  not  been  introduced  any 
more  than  among  the  brute  beasts,  it  was 
a  sufficient  proof  that  the  negroes  did  not 
occupy  the  station  of  their  fellow-mortals* 
If  we  looked  to  the  laws  of  the  island,  we 
should  find  sufficient  reason  to  lament,  not 
only  the  old  laws  of  former  and  less  en- 
lightened times,  but  those  also  of  a  far 
more  modern  date.  He  said  this  the 
rather,  because  many  persons  thought 
they  answered  all  objections,  if  they  could 
show  that  the  slaves  were  sometimes  well 
fed  and  taken  care  of— just  as  if  they  were 
speaking  of  the  good  condition  of  so  many 
horses ;  but  this  in  itself  tended  only  to 
show  that  they  were  considered  in  a  de- 
graded station,  and  not  as  fellow-moitals. 
In  fact,  one  party  had  contended  openly 
that  they  were  not  fellow-creatures,  but  of 
an  inferior  stamp ;  and  if  there  could  be 
any  extenuation,  these  appeared  less  in- 
consistent at  least  than  others.  Another 
point  he  wished  to  touch  on  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  poor  creatures  were 
worked:  they  were  considered  so  inca- 
pable of  foresight,  that  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessary, as  with  inferior  animals,  to  use 
the  stimulus  of  the  wbipi  and  make  them 
(4E) 
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ftel,  as  d  BignaT  that  their  exfef tfid^titf  *'ere 
required.  Excepting  in  tne  6t  t#b  In- 
stances, sadi  as  he  had  already  mentioned, 
thfe  practice  existed  gerteraJly.  Nottrith- 
^knding  the  whip  might  be  sparingly 
medy  as  amcfrcinn  carter"  would  some- 
time^ spare  his  horses,  yet  as  Icmg  as  this 
system  lasted^  it  was  impossible  the  slaves 
could  ever  emerge  iVom  the  degradation 
in  which  -  they  were  now  depressed.  He 
might  expatiate  much  more  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  he  wished  for  the  present  to  ab- 
stain ;  and  should  only  say,  that  the  longer 
experience  h^  had  had  with  the  unhappy 
objects  of  his  concern,  the  better  he  was 
inclined  to  think  of  the  character  of  the 
IV est  Indian  slaves,  considering  all  the 
disadi^antage^  under  which  they  laboured. 
He  had  heard  rarious  instances  which 
showed,  however  degraded  by  slavery,  the 
natural  disposition  of  these  oppressed  men 
was  such,  that  the  soil  wouM  as  well  repay 
<Suldvation  as  any  other.  He  could  men- 
fioii  instances  or  gratitude,  afTection,  and 
tety,  which  he  was  sure  the  House  would 
isar  would  do  credit  to  any  age  or  country 
whatever. 

He  was  sure  that  many  in  the  House 
would  call  to  mind,  that  when  he  and  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  near  him  TMr. 
Brougham)  were  contending  for  the  aooli- 
'tion  of  the  African  slave  trade,  it  was 
safd :  *<  Do  you  mean  to  leave  the  slaves 
in  the  West  Indies  in  the  same  situation 
they  are  V*  Some  gentleman  had  stated, 
tfiat  he  add  his  fHends  had  proposed  so  to 
do.  We  told  them,  "  No;  that  we  were 
cbnfident  the  abolition  of  the  trade,  if  it 
could  be  secured,  would  be  the  best  re- 
medy fbr  all  the  diseases  of  the  system  ; 
and  the  great  mind  of  that  eminent  man 
(Mr.  Burke)  whenever  touched  any  sub- 
ject without  adorning  it,  manifested  the 
extent  of  his  powers,  and  the  humanity  of 
his  heart,  by  framing  a  detailed  plan  for 
4he  reibrm  of  the  various  abuses  that  were 
to  be  found  in  the  treatment  of  the  West 
India  slaves.  It  was  a  plan  he  should  be 
exceedingly  glad  to  see  executed,  but  if 
the  opponents  of  himself  and  hj&  fViends 
objected  to  the  registry  bill,  he  wai  sure 
they  woufd  oHject  ten  times  mfore  to  the 
plan  of  Mr.  Bufke.  It  proposed  to  divide 
the  districts  into  parishes,  each  to  have  a 
school,  a  protector,  a  person  to  be  ap- 
poibted,  ex  officio,  to  make  rectriar  inqui- 
ries throughout  the  island^,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  actual  shuation  of  all  the 
ftlaves;  to  have  certain  individuals  who 
■bowed  more  than  ordinary  inieHige&ce; 


ma  tnMa  mtes.  [1156^ 

Mtt  to^be  edticated  Ifi  tfii  <%anti^,  aa4 
then  sent  back  again,  for  the  ptffpose  of 
improving  their  cduntrymeto";  audi  by  im- 
pi^oving^eir  ttfiMti,  leM^niogtlie  horrors 
of  slavery.  Sixth  m\ss  the'genMl  nature 
of  Mr.  Burke's  plan.  '^He  only  mentioned 
the  circomdtatTce,  to^  shbw  how  ravch  Mr. 
Burke  thought  of  am^liorating'tlie  ctodi- 
tion  af  the  elates  in  the  West  Indies  «t 
that  tiiite.  This'  wa^  as  long  ago  as  the 
year  1792.  Oh !  w^hat  rime  bad  we  lost! 
The  late  lord  Mehrille  also,  at  that  time, 
regretted  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  and  his  friends 
had  not  concerned  themselves  for  the  Weit 
India  slaves,  as  well  as  the  Africans.  He 
did  not  actually  make  a  motion,  fbr  ws 
carried  the  question  against  him*  He 
stated  what  his  intention  was.  It  wis, 
that  after  a  certain  number  of  yean,  sH 
negroes  that  should  be  born,  moald  be 
born  free,  and  then  educated  by  the  owdar 
of  their  parent,  whom  they  should  serve 
for  a  stipulated  number  of  years,  to  pay 
the  expense  of  their  education ;  after 
which,  they  were  to  be  their  owft  mastcrt 
— to  be  entirely  free  men* 

That  was  the  mode  suggested  by  lord 
Melville  in  the  year  1792 ;  and  were  we 
now  contending  that  the  registry  bill  was 
too  much  ?  I^  was  contendmg,  thai  in 
fact  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  wodd 
have  been  a  measure  preferable  to  wf 
other  for  reforming  the  West  Inditts,  by 
making  it  the  interest  of  every  mo  lo 
take  care  of  his  alarves ;  not  the  boiaaDe 
planter,  but  the  cold*blooded  man  wbo 
took  care  of  his  interest.  It  was  a  meB- 
sure  that  would  execute  Itwlf,  Arougb 
the  medium  of  die  master;  not  in  tae 
way  of  regulation,  but  it  would  be  the 
mam  spring  of  the  benevolence  ef  evefj 
planter.  The  abolition  would  gfadiially 
change  the  system  into  a- state  of  tUog^ 
most  to  be  desired.  Security  would  be 
substituted  fbr  danger,  and  bappin€8S  for 
misery.  If  the  present  meaanre  was  wen 
considered,  it  would  be  found  to  be  tae 
most  efflcacioQS  method  for  asmiring  to  a» 
the  abolition  of  tha  trade.  If  the  Hon* 
was  in  earnest,  it  would  see  that  there  ^ 
an  indispensable  necessity  for  passing  m 
registry  bill ;  for  it  waa  die  oriy  mod»  17 
which  the  abolition  couM  bo  tKOted.  » 
would  alw^s  be  m  operation ;  the  vmt 
woidd  foel  that  be  waa  indebted  to  » 
master  for  every  additional'  oomfort  "J 
received.  Mr.  W.  sidd  he  shoaW  be  gW 
that  the  remedy  came  by  iotaftiil  «•!»? 
but  he  waa  bound  to  see  titiae  the  tbiDf 
waa  done  effectuollyi  and  tiial  ft  <*»  "* 
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dqfiB  bjIbiOie  wbp  irooId.A^t.dQ  it  Apia 
thieir  havts.        •  * 

He  had  shown,  that  at  a  tima  when 
oAer  meaturas  were  pr^posedi  meaturea 
of  a  bolder  nature^  that  weat  directly  to 
their  ehjcM^t;  namely,  that  of  endeavour- 
ine'.to  promote  tho  improvw^eot  of  tlie 
Weat  Indies,  the  friends  of  the  abolition 
had  been  satisfied  with  the  general  mea- 
sure of  abolition,  to  which  they  looked  aa 
the  grand'  objept  of  their  solicitude.    The 
only  thing  he  regretted  was,  that  it  was  not 
immediateiy  folbwed  by  a  reeictry  bill,  in 
order  to  render  it  efiieotiTe.    It  would  be 
raooUected,  that  at  the  time  the  measure 
was  carried,  no  one  was  more  surprised 
thaD  a  noble  friend  of  his  in  the  other 
Houses    The  friends  of  the  abolition  did 
HOC  dare  to  do  any  thing  that  might  risk 
their  suooess;  they  did  not  think  it  pru- 
dent to  lighten  the  vessel  too  much,  for 
they  had  found,  on  former  questions,  that 
there  were  some  of  tiie  regulations  which 
did  not  involve  the  whole  principle,  though 
they  were  considerably  operative ;  there- 
fore they  wished  tp  leave  out  what  was 
net  absolutely  necessary.    He  was  much 
iodehted  tq  his  boo.  and  learned  friend 
behind  him,  who  was  one  of  the  great 
oombataata  in  this  warfare,- for  rendering 
the  .ssefjaure  more  efficient  by  declaring 
that  the  sjfftem  should  no  longer  be  con- 
skferediissia  trade,  but  as  a  crime  deserv- 
ing tile  puniriiment  of  crime.    It  was  a 
little^  iUard,' when  thi^  preferred  the  mode 
of  a  ff^iftqy,  aa  being  the  most  efficient ; 
when  jtbey  abstained  from  those  measures 
whieb  mig^  seem  to  give  them  the  ma- 
nsgement  without  going  into  the  planta- 
tioB-rit  waaa  little  hard,  there  should  be 
an  outcary  against  thepa,  for  bringing  for- 
ward the  registry  bill,  as  if  they  had 
bromght  forward  the  most  violent  measure, 
instead  of  the  measure  the  most  unobjec- 
tiooaUew    It  had  been  objected,  that  they 
bad  ohaoged  ground ;  that  before  they  were 
aiming  a|  abolition,  and  now  they  were 
aimiagateosancioation;  but  the  truth  was, 
that  the  main  object  was  the  abolition  of 
tbe  slave  trade,  with  a  view  to  produce  the 
amelioration  of  .the  slaves;  that  we  might 
see  the  Weat  Indies  cultivated  by  a  happy 
peasantry,  instead  of  being  cultivated  b^ 
alavias.    He  could  read  what  be  had  this 
iBoming  extracted  from  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  lord  Grenville^ 
lord  Uo(wick,  and  the  marquis  of  Lans- 
dowA,  every,  one  holding  the  same  lan- 
guid.   The  aane  cry  had  always  before 
been  raised  as  waa  raised  now ;  irom  1788 


Co  the  abolition  of  the  trade  in  1806,  it 
had  always  bfien  said„  **.  You  are  g(\iog  to^ 
make  all  tiie  slaves  free;"  out  he  wak 
willing  to  read  the  extracts,  if  any  one 
doubted,  to  prove  that  they  had  always 
thought  the  slaves  incapable  of  liberty  at 
present,  but  hoped  that  by  d^gree^  a 
change  might  take  place  as  the  natural 
result  of  the  abolition. 

This  naturally  led  him  to  bring  another, 
subject  to  the  recollection  of  tlie  Houses 
but  even  here,  the  concern  he  felt  waa 
mixed  with  surprise  at  the  late  insurrec- 
tion being  attributed  to  their  unhappy 
r^istry  bill.  If  we  compared  one  laot 
with  another,  we  should  and  this  to  be 
impossible.  Ever  since  1789  the  pror 
prietors  had  been  saying,  <*  You  mean  to 
make  the  slaves  free ;"  and  not  only  had 
they  said  this,  but  they  had  printed  and 
dispersed  it  all  over  tbe  West  Indies,  and 
had  even  pointed  out,  in  those  writings 
the  possibility  of  the  blacks  rising  wath 
effect »  making  representations  and  state- 
ments that  had  never  been  made  in  thai 
House.  He  would  read,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  House,  a  letter  which  had  be^a 
written  since  the  insurrection  commeDced* 
from  a  person  of  the  highest  respectability*. 
It  stated,  that  a  gentleman  in  Barbadoes^ 
only  a  week  before  the  insurrection,  de- 
clared that  such  was  the  violence  and  heat 
with  which  persons  talked,  ev^n  in  the 
presence  of  tneir  slaves,  on  the  effects  of 
the  registry  bill,  that  he  expected  an  in-^ 
surrection  must  take  place.  He  should 
not  mention  the  writer's  name,  for  fear  of 
exposing  him  to  the  fury  of  those  indi- 
viduals. [Hear,  hear!].  Would  the  hon* 
fentleman  secure  him  from  ill  treatment  t 
[e  (the  writer),  deeming  it  probable  that 
very  different  causes  from  these  would  be 
assigned  as  the  ground  of  the  insurrrec- 
tions,  expressed  his  conviction  that  they 
had  arisen  entirely  in  consequence  of  the 
violence  with  which  the  proprietors  ex« 
pressed  themselves  on  the  subject  of  tha 
registry  bill.  The  negroes  thought  that 
some  great  benefit  intended  them  by  the 
legislature  had  been  opposed  by  their 
masters,  and  this  naturally  led  to  feelings 
of  irritation.  Another  letter  he  had  re- 
ceived stated  the  same  thing:  that  the 
disturbance  was  not  owing  to  the  registry 
bill,  but  to  the  violent  language  of  the 
planters;  and  that  there  would  have  been 
no  insurrection  if  the  business  had  been 
less  spoken  of;  but  that  from  the  un- 
guarded manner  in  which  the  planters 
expressed  themselves  even  in  the  presence 
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of  the  negroes,  be  had  no  doabt  that 
•erious  commotion  must  be  the  conse- 
quence. It  was  too  nnjch  lor  a  patient 
ttan  to  hear  without  emotion,  that  when 
be  (Mr.  W.)  and  his  friends  had  for  20 
years  been  disctaiming  the  charge  of  any 
attempt  to  make  tbe  negroes  free  at  once 
—•when  the  negroes  believed  this  them- 
selves— they  should  bear  the  blame,  when 
the  piece  which  the  planters  had  loaded 
bad  burst  among  themselves :  but  if  he 
had  succeeded  in  explaining  the  real 
nature  of  the  registry  bill,  there  was  no- 
thing more  innocent  in  itself.  If  we  had 
intended  to  make  an  explosion  in  the 
West  Indies,  the  door  might  as  well  have 
been  shut  altogether,  for  such  an  event 
would  prove  no  redress  for  the  evils  that 
existed.  It  would  be  as  consbtent  to 
maintain  that  the  disturbance  excited  on 
the  subject  of  the  corn  bill  was  the  fault 
of  parliament,  and  that  no  benefit  resulted 
from  that  measure,  because  it  had  been 
attended  with  some  degree  of  rioting,  as 
to  attribute  the  insurrection  in  the  West 
indies  to  the  operation  of  the  registry  bill. 
\yere  we  precluded  from  considering  the 
distreshed  ^tate  of  the  country  at  any  time, 
merely  by  the  possibility  that  the  disclo- 
•ure  of  its  sufferings  might  augment  dis- 
content, and  lead  to  revolt?  If  he  had 
acted  with  prudence,  if  he  had  used  no 
intemperate  language,  and  proposed  no 
violent  remedies,  he  might  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart,  and  congratulate  himself 
upon  the  conduct  he  had  pursued,  what- 
ever results  might  spring  from  a  misinter- 
pretation of  his  motives,  or  delusive  per- 
version of  his  ends  and  designs.  But  he 
would  not  rest  here:  he  would  go  farther, 
and  say,  that  the  insurrection  which  all 
lamented  had  proceeded  from  the  intem- 
perance of  the  colonists  themselves,  and 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  imprudence  of 
their  language  and  conduct.  Whatever 
had  happened  had  no  reference  to  himself 
or  his  friends ;  he  had  no  share  in  creating 
the  explosion  that  had  been  felt :  he 
washed  his  hands  clear  of  the  blood  that 
was  spilt.  He  did  not  wish  to  agitate  the 
subject,  or  to  enter  fully  into  the  state  of 
the  is!  lud  which  had  experienced  this 
convulkioD  ;  but  if  he  were  to  do  so,  some 
other  explanation  might  be  furnished  of 
the  discontents  and  exasperation  that  had 
led  to  it  than  was  afforded  by  the  registry 
bilL  If  he  were  to  state  circumstances  of 
which  he  had  obtained  information,  he 
inighi  say,  that  in  that  island,  as  there 
mm  ftw  resident  pioprietorsy  there  night 
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be  »  class  of  people  tiial  did  not  so  much 
consult  the  feelings  or  comforts  of  Che 
sbvea  aa  in  our  other  coloaies,  and  that 
they  pressed  upen  4he  rights  of  that  de« 
graded  raee  with  a  weight  which  they  fek 
intolerable.    They  had  no  (emptatietis  to 
revolt  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
country  furnishing  them  with  the  means 
of  concealosent,  nor  could  they  have  any 
very  sanguine  hopes  of  saocesa  (rom  tbe 
disproportion  between  themselves  and  the 
white  inhabitants.    There  were  no  moon- 
tains,  forests,  or  great  inequalities  of  eur- 
face  in  the  island,  and  there  was  a  consi- 
derable military  force ;  so  that  impatience 
under  suffering,  rather  than  hopes  from  re- 
volt, might  be  supposed  to  have  siimahited 
them  to  the  conduct    they   puraued-^^ 
conduct  which,  though  it  was'  ttf  be  k- 
mented,  and  could  not  be  justified,  never- 
theless admitted  of  explanation,  without 
recurring  to  the  discussions  of  parliament, 
or  the  exertions  of  himself  and  hb  friends. 
He  would,  however,  proceed  no  further 
with  this  subject :  he  had  even  gone  fitf- 
ther  than  he  intended  when  he  entered 
the  House.     He  had  at  first  been  anxious 
that  an  inquiry  shouki  have  taken  place 
into  the  whole  transaction,  and  had  re- 
solved  to  move  for  papers  to  illustrate  the 
situation  of  the  negro  population  in  the  is* 
land  alluded  to;  but  he  would  new  restrain 
himself,  as  much  information  was  already 
afforded  by  the  papers  laid  before  parlia- 
ment, and  as  the  demand  for  new  docu* 
ments  might  tend  to  inflame,  or  might  be 
liable  to  bad  construction.     Adverting  to 
the  registry  bill  which  had  led  to  the  pre- 
sent discussion  I  he  would  declare  that,  in 
his  opinion,  it  constituted  a  mea»ure  that 
,  could  alone  complete  the  great  work  of 
the  abolition,  and  afford  security  and  cer- 
tainty to  all  previous  measures.     It  was 
,  not  only  desirable,  but  absolutely  neces- 
sary as  a  part  of  the  same  system  which, 
,  to  the  credit  of  humanity,  had  already 
triumphed.     We  had  not  the  ^ame  means 
as  formerly  of  preventing  illicit  traffic:  we 
had  not  so  many  cruisers  as  we  found  ne- 
cessary in  time  of  war,  nor  the  same  pre- 
tences for  examining  neutral  va^sels.     The 
enactment  of  the  regihtry  bill  would  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  compensate  for  tbe 
loss  of  these  temporary  advantages,  and 
seemed  liable  to  no  objectiono.      It  liad, 
however*  been  resisted  «m  ihe  other  side 
of  the  water,  and  by  the  fritn<(:(  of  the  co- 
lonists here;    and  the  arguments  they 
brought  forward,  if  not  convincine^  were 
j  at  least  unoonmoDi  and  not  a  littte  sur- 
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pruing. '  One  of  ABiraiigameiitBOD  which 
they  most  relied  was^  th^t  there  w«8  no 
neccsMty  for  the  meftsure  at  alV,  and  that 
a  certain  expeoae  shouM  not  be  incorred 
to  provide  against  ^niaaprobaUe  infraction 
of  law.  They«af»peared  asumiahed  that 
smuggling  should  be  supposed' possible: 
they  vented  their  indigoation  against  any 
indsviduid  who  should  suppose  the  colonies 
capable  of  pursuing  an  illick  trade.  It 
was  said,  that  '*  great  wits  had  short  me- 
iDoriee."  On  the  suppoaitton  alone  that 
tho  colonists  verified  this  proverb,  could 
their  conduct  be  explained,  or  their  for- 
mer opinionr  contrasted  with  tbdr  present, 
withoot  invoWiiig  a  charge  of  wilful  in- 
oonaistency ,  or  interested  change  ?  When 
the  abolition  act  was  proposed,  it  was 
urged  against 'its  enactment  that  it  could 
Bot  be  efiieient ;  that  the  importation  of 
alaves  could  not  be  prevented  by  any  ri- 
gour of  punishment,  or  any  Tigilaoce  of 
precaution ;  that  if  the  trade  was  forbidden 
by  law,  smuggling  would  carry  it  on  to 
nearly  the  same  extent^  and  with  an  ag- 
gravation of  suffering.  AH  the  friends  of 
die  West  Indian  colonies  agreed  in  this 
opinion-*-the  slave -merchants,  the  cap- 
tains of  vessels  employed  in  the  trade,  the 
anti«abolitionists  in  parliament,  and  the 
colonial  assemblies.  The  assembly  of  Ja^ 
maioa  had  given  its  opinion  **  that  an  army 
would  be  necessary  to  guard  the  coast, 
and  to  carry  into  effi»ct  the  provisions  of 
tho  bill ;  mat  it  could  not  be  supposed 
poisible  that  smuggling  could  be  entirely 
prevented  even  by  such  a  precaution; 
tbat  there  were  so  many  creekn  and  bays 
into  which  a  vessel  having  slHves  on  board 
conld  be  run,  that  a  landing  might  always 
be  efibctedy  especially  when  the  individuals 
engaged  would  find  it  so  much  their  inte- 
rest to  attempt  such  a  proceeding ;  that 
where  so  much  was  to  be  gained,  every 
abing  would  be  risked ;  and  that  even  a 
military  force  in  aid  of  the  custom-house 
officers  would  be  found  ineffectual."  Such 
was  the  language  held  on  the  other  side  of 
She  water  when  the  measore  of  the  aboli- 
tion was  in  progress.  The  tone  and  pro- 
Ibssions  of  the  colonies  had*  now  entirely 
changed.  He  had  seen  great  changes  in 
the  opinions  of  individuals  during  the  pro- 
gress of  their  lives^  and  great  inconMstendcH 
to  their  professions:  but  hecould  not  have 
oupposed  it  possible,  unless  it  had  actually 
taken  place,  that  tho  same  persons  who 
delivered  the  opinions  he  had  stated  sh^Mild 
now  maintain  others  so  palpably  opposite 
•—thai'  those  lAe  Unmmrlf  declared-  aU 


precautbnstagahist  samgglhfg  meftctaal, 
should  now  pronounce  them  unnecessary 
—•that  those  who  thought  the  colonies 
would  not  refrain  from  breaking  the  hnr, 
should  now  wonder  that  they  should  be 
supposed  capable  of  it  £Hear,  hear^. 
People  sotietimes  doubted  the  sincerityof 
new  converts.  The  colonists  did  not  now 
grumble  that  the  measure  against  which 
ibey  had  objected  was  carried-.-they  pro- 
fessed their  most  cheerful  acquiescence-* 
they  submitted  to  the  law  to  the  utmost 
extent,  and  wondered  that  they  should  be 
suppoAed  capable  of  infringing  it.  How 
they  could  say  this  with  a  grave  face,  with 
the  recollection  of  their  former  reasonings 
and  avowals  did  leem  surprising  and 
scarcely  credible. 

He  had  stated  the  probability  of  smtig* 
gling  in  opposition  to  the  present  current 
of  colonial  declaration :  but  he  did  not 
rest  on  probability  alone  for  justifying  the 
measure  of  a  registry.  He  had  received 
positive  information  ( he  would  again  re« 
frain  fk'om  mentioning  names),  that  there 
were  particular  instances  of  illicit  traffic 
that  had  lately  occurred,  and  he  would 
probably  move  for  papers  upon  the  sub* 
ject  to-morrow.  There  was  a  portion  of 
a  report  drawn  up  by  a  committee  of  the 
Jamaica  assembly,  that  contained  great 
grounds  of  suspicion.  He  would  not  en« 
ter  fully  at  present  into  the  facts,  but  he 
would  state  the  argument  which  he  rested 
upon  it  in  a  few  words.  The  report  con«- 
tained  a  statement  of  the  numbers  of  the 
black  population  for  sixteen  years— namely, 
from  1800  to  1816,  and  in  all  those  years 
but  one  there  was  a  decrease*  Up  to  the 
year  1808  importation  was  permitted: 
after  that  period,  by  the  enactment  of  tho 
abolition  bill,  it  »hould  hove  entirely  ceas- 
ed. It  was  remarkable  that  in  all  the  sifc» 
teen  years  but  one,  there  was  a  decrease; 
and  that  in  that  one  year  the  laws  that  re- 
gulated the  population  had  been  changed, 
ihr  there  wus  an  increase.  There  were 
circumstances  slated  that  might  affect  the 
census  in  three  years  of  the  period  he  had' 
mentioned,  bot  only  one  of  these  years  ap* 
peared  to  vary  from  the  rule  that  prevaited* 
in  the  rest.  What  year  was  that  whl^h 
was  so  distinguished  i  It  wa^  no  othor 
than  the  year  that  had  elapsed  t>etweoa 
the  notice  given  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  ( Mr.  Brougham)  of  his  hill  to  malce 
a  contravention  of  the  aboHtton  law  a  f^ 
lony,  and  the  enactment  of'  tint  seltitarf 
measure.  Was  the  principle  oftbe  popu- 
lation chnoged'  in  m§  yoir?     Or  y/mv^ 
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olli0r  cause  hud  ereated  «uc1i  a  diibrenoe 
between  that  and  the  dther  fifteen  y«ara  ? 
Tbt  true  cause  would  be  found  to  arise 
from  the  operation  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
fiiend^s  notice.  It  was  ioiagined  jostly, 
that  importation  might  not  be  so  safe  after 
the  felony  act  passed,  and  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  procure  as  great  a  supply  of 
slaves  as  possible  before  the  danger  of 
smuggling  was  so  much  increased*  If  this 
suspicion  was  natural,  and  this  inference 
admissiblei  there  were  other  circumstances 
tiiat  increased  the  suspicion,  and  rendered 
the  inference  almost  conclusive.  The  in- 
crease  of  sieves  had  taken  place  only  in 
one  year;  the  committee  was  aware  of 
this,  and  of  the  snspicion  that  it  might  ex- 
cite. The  difference  of  this  year  was, 
therefore,  attempted  ta  be  accounted  for 
by  a  circumstance  that  extended  its  influ- 
ence over  three.  They  stated,  that  the 
census  of  three  years  could  not  be  de- 
pended on,  bet:ause  during  three  years  of 
the  period  in  question  there  was  no  poll 
tax  ball  by  which  the  number  could  be  ac- 
curately ascertained.  -Of  these  three 
years,  one  was  stated  by  the  agent  to  be 
1811,  the  year  preceding  the  operation  of 
Im  hon*  and  learned  friend's  act.  Upon 
what  grounds  this  year  was  determined 
on,  he  could  not  resolve;  and  the  highly 
respectable  individual  whom  he  alluded  to 
oould  ^ive  no  information  when  such  in- 
ibrmation  was  required  through  the  me- 
dium of  his  noble  friend  opposite.  There 
w^re  here,  however,  singularly  suspicious 
appearances.  There  were  fifteen  years  of 
decrease  in  the  negro  population,  and  only 
one  year  of  increase :  that  year  happened 
to  be  a  year  in  which  the  greatest  tempta- 
tion to  smuggling  existed ;  and  when  an 
explanation  was  required  of  this  fact,  the 
one  resgrted  to  was  a  reference  to  an  am- 
biguous statement,  which  could  not  itself 
he  explained  or  proved.  He  would  wish 
to  hear  any  gentleman  who  thought  him- 
self able  for  the  task  attempt  to  remove 
this  difficulty — ^to  reconcile  tliis  inconsis- 
tency* He  had  never  yet  obtained  any 
thing  like  a  satisfactory  solution.  The 
reasoning  to  which  this  fact  led  had  been 
ably  enforced  in  a  pamphlet  which  many 
members  of  the  House  might  have  read, 
and  which  he  would  recommend  to  the  pe- 
rusal of  all  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
subject*  When,  therefore,  there  was  a 
auspicion  of  smuggling  in  slaves— when 
there  existed  the  opinions  of  the  colonists 
themselves,  that  it  was  practicable — when, 
by  the  pcacci  the  difficulty  of  preventing 
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it  would  be  increascd**-w]ica  the  tmspltf* 
tion  to  it  would-be  *veadefed  'Strongee^jbyr 
the  high  price  of  West  Indian' preduee^ 
and  tl^  diminished:' number.  <ol:  shMieai 
when  there  were  even-  strong  ^reodda  to^ 
suppose  that  it  had  taken  place  itn^  some  of 
the  smaller  islands«-^wben  ali/thia  was  ombp. 
sidered,  nothing  moreweuUL.be  requkwd 
to  show  that  some  further- measure  mma 
necessary  to  ensure  all  the  blessings  of  die . 
abolition  act,  and  to  realise  our  hopes  for 
tile  amelioration  of  slavery  itself,  whioh 
must  be  the  result  of  that  important  me»- 
sure; 

There  were  several  other  parts  of  the 
Jamaica  report  well  deserving  of  consider 
ration,  on  which,  however,  he  would: not 
at  present  enlarge.  The  great  argument 
of  the  colonists  against  the  registry  jbilL 
was  founded  on  the  impropriety  of  legi»* 
lating  for  the  colonies  io  cases  where  tiie 
colonial  legislatures  ivere  willing  to  aoconr* 
plish  the  objects  at  whkh  the  British  par- 
liament professed  to  aim.  We  sliould  de«t 
pend,  it  was  said,  upmi  their  wisdom/zea),* 
and  good  intentions,  till  we  saw  our  hopes 
frustrated  by  their  perversity  ur  tardiness 
— till  we  saw  that  they  delayed  in  efiect-i 
ing  the  objects  of  the  registry;  and  hie 
noble  friend  seemed  inclined  to  repose 
confidence  in  tlieir  professions,  or  in  the 
success  of  government  efibrts  to  influence 
their  decisions.  He  (Mr«  W.)  was  afraid 
that  any  very  sanguine  hopes  that  might 
be  entertained  from  the  zeal  of  the  c«i>» 
nial  legislatures  would  be  disappointed. 
He  much  suspected,  that  if  not  urg^  bj 
us  they  would  not  execute  the  duty  theiD- 
selves.  He  would  only  state  one  fact,  to 
show  how  little  dependence  could  be 
placed  in  their  efibrts  to  accomplish  the  ob«~ 
jects  of  the  registry  measure*  When  the 
measure  of  the  abolition  was  under  die- 
cussion  in  parliament,  they  were  urged  to 
reform  in  the  system  of  slavery  by  those 
whose  advice  they  would  have  been  moat 
ready  to  take-**by  these  on  whom  they  m 
a  certain  degree  depended— by  raeo  ct 
their  own  body-^by  men,  too,  who  were 
seconded  in  their  reeommendatioos  by  the 
influence  of  government,  and  who  cotdd 
act  upon  them  by  the  powerful  hope  ood- 
veyed  in  secret  instructions,  that  oy  audi 
reforms  they  could  defeat  the  measure  of 
the  abolition,  which  they  opposed  and  re- 
probated; and  yet,  notwithstanding  thia 
mighty  force  levelled  asainst  their  pnju« 
dices  or  their  ill  understood  inteieatsw 
they  obstinately  resisted  all  plaas  of  ame* 
liorationi  and  not  tnljr  failea  t(e  foUow  the 


1165} 


West  India  J^ves. 


JUMfi  1ft  1816^ 


[1166 


ttdo^giYCHi  but  umvenaNy  nef^leoted  <>r 
despised  everr  -suggeitioa.  One  of  the 
refmnm^ho'mmdBdto,  regarded  lhe|K>licy 
ofperoeiusting  the^omuieiiion  of  thetlave 
with  tiiesiBl  on  whioh^he  kib«ura*  Their 
traiuference'from  one  estate  to  enotherby 
salc^  or  by  any  other  ferdble  separation* 
constituted  odi»  sf  themott  degrading  and 
Btfst  paifiM  evils  of  their  unfortunate  lot* 
After  having  laid  up  a  stodc  of  gratitude 
with  an  old  naatter  by  their  fidelity  or 
useful  senrice8*««fter  fawving  acquired 
merit  and  a  character  in  the  eyes  of  those 
they  served  or  associated  with—- after 
fenniog  friends,  family,  or  local  attach- 
ments which  were  calculated  to  alleviate, 
in  somet  degree,  the  sufferings  of  bondage 
and  captivity,  they  were  liable  to  have  all 
those  tics  cut  asunder,  to  be  torn  from 
theinenda  and  the  place  to  which  they 
wc0e  habituated,  to  be  driven  to  a  dift* 
rent  part  of  the  island,  to  lose,  as  it  were, 
again  the  benefits  of  the  country  of  their 
adoption^  to  endure  something  like  the 
evils  of  a  middle  passage,  and  to  settle 
under  fresh  fetters  of  slavery  in  a  difiereat 
estate,  and  under  a  different  driver.  Mr. 
Bryan  Edwards  recommended  a  measure 
to  prevent  these  evib«  and  to  protect  the 
feeliogs  of  the  negro  population  from  be« 
in|; so  inhumanly  outraged;  but  now  the 
Jamaica  assemUy  object  to  it  as  a  law 
fraught  with  every  kind  of  mischief,  and 
calculated  to  destroy  the  rights  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  colonies.  He  ( Mr.  W.) 
nmttioned  this  merely  to  show  that  no 
great  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  an- 
ticipnled  enactments  of  colonial  legisla-* 
tures.  When  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  was  proposed,  the  planters  in  Ja- 
tottica  professed  that  they  had  no  interest 
in. its  continuance:  they  said,  *'  You  are 
the  authors  of  the  trade-^-you  encourage 
it  by  sending  «s  slaves."  He  (Mr,  W.) 
nllsMied  this  imputaHwu;  and  as  we  were 
said  to  be  guilty  of  promoting  it,  we  should 
now  become  the  anthers  of  its  complete 
prevention* 

When  he  rememberad  the  oricin  of 
those  exertlona  that  were  asade  for  the 
abolition  of  Shis  inhaman  traffic— when 
be  remembered  the  opposition  he  enooun- 
tered— when  he  remembered  the  calum- 
nies and  delusions  that  were  invented  and 
spread  by  slave  merobants,  b^  planters, 
and  all  those  interested  in  vilifying  his 
charaoter,  or  the  eaose  he  advocated** 
and  when  he  called  to  mind  that  the  ^reat 
object  for  which  he  contended  was  oained, 
that  his  enemies  were  bafflsdi  and  by  the 


able  sufiport  of  the  friends  of  the  cause  m 
therHouse,  joined  to  the  good  sense  and 
good  feeling  of  the  onuntry,  he  could  net 
despair  of  seeing  the  great  work  consr 
pleted,  and  the  registry  accomplished* 
This  work,  of  humanity  would  at  Uisl«make 
its  way  into  the  heads  and  hearts,  the  uor 
derstandings  and  the  feelings,  of  the  whole 
mass  of  the  nation,  and  would  triuropl^ 
over  all  opposition.  The  opposttioo  thaS 
had  been  already  overcome  affivded  him  a 
complete  pledge  of  final  siiccess,  and  sen- 
dered  him  regardless  of  those  things  that 
were  uttered  and  published  against  hiaa. 
He  had  been  charged  by  an  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  Marryat)  with  metho- 
dism  and  fanaticism.  If  to  profess  huma* 
nity  to  our  fellow  creatures,  and  to  endei^ 
vour  with  zeal  to  carry  into  esecutinn 
whatever  measures  lay  in  his  power  for 
promoting  their  welfare,  were  the  hon. 
gentleman's  definition  of  fanaticism,  .he 
was  afraid  that  he  was  a  most  incorsigible 
fanatic.  But  if  his  zeal  in  this  osuae 
showed  him  to  be  a  fanatic,  in  onkr.le 
alleviate  his  distemper,  the  hon*  gentleman 
would  succeed  better  by  placing  him  nik- 
der  a  very  differ^t  regimen  ;  ,and  if  .he 
really  was  a  fanatic  in  the,  cause  lofthe 
abolition,  he  was  glad  to  think  that  )ie  wee 
one  in  so  good  a  company  [Hear,  hear  !}* 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  been,  n  liliie 
louder,  more  zealous,  and  mora  abusive  of 
late — a  circumstance  which  he  (Mn  W») 
ascribed  to  his  agency  [dries  of  Hearlj. 
If  all  that  he  had  heard  were  true,  he 
doubted  whether  or  not  the  acceptance  of 
this  appointflMut  might  net  operate  as  an 
exclusion  from  the  House,  and  he  had 
once  thought  of  bringing  the  matter  before 
parliament.  It  was  a  comfort  to  him 
(Mr.  W.)  to  find  that  he  had  former^r 
been  treated  in  the  same  way— that  he 
had  been  equally  opposed^  and  tnat  the 
opposition  from  such  quarters  was  totally 
inmicacious.  He  would  even  go  farther, 
and  he  would  tell  the  hon.  gentleman  that 
he  expected  success  to  the  measure  he  had 
in  contemplation  through  the  iniuence  of 
that  very  quality  which,  under  a  fis|ie 
name,  he  vituperated:  he  expected  the 
accomplishment  of  his  object  through  the 
fanaticism  of  the  pesjple  of  England.  He 
trusted  to  the  religion  of  the  people  of 
England,  to  their  humane  and  christian 
feeungs,  for  support  in  his  endeavours; 
and  through  their  support,  lor  final  suc- 
cess in  a  canse  which  mvolved  both  huma- 
nity and  religion*. 
He  would  only  state  one  other  argu* 
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ment^urged  against  him,  whidi,  being  so 
eorious  in  it<teif,  he  could  not  pass  over 
without  notice.  When  he  pro|>ojied  to 
vamedy  one  evil,  his  opponents  cried  out 
to  him  and  his  friends,  why  not  go  to  a 
greater?  Why  not  exert  yourselves  in 
the  cause  of  Ireland  —  why  not  go  to 
Scotland,  and  use  your  endeavours  to  res- 
cue the  lower  orders  from  feudal  oppres- 
fion,  and  accomplisli  other  such  objects  ? 
He  knew  the  heads  and  the  hearts  of  the 
IrMi  too  well  to^  believe  that  they  would 
teceive  as  a  compliment  an  accusation  di- 
rected against  tho^e  who,  when  an  oppor- 
tunity occurred  of  benefiting  them,  would 
probably  be  more  forward  to  embrace  it 
than  the  hon  gentleman.  Nay,  he  was 
vure  that  they  would  take  it  as  an  insult 
to  hear  their  situation  as  subjects  of  a  free 
government,  and  enjoying  the  blessings 
of  an  envied  Constitution  compared  with 
the  degradation  of  our  fellow  creatures 
oppressed  with  slavery  in  the  West  Indies, 
liie  hon.  gentleman  knocked  at  every 
^or  for  charges  against  him,  and  showed, 
aocordintf  to  the  decision  of  a  stranger 
whO|  seemg  two  people  arguing,  and  those 
using  violence,  judged  bim  who  got  first 
into  a  passion  to  be  in  the  wrong,  that  he 
felt  himself  not  very  confident  in  his 
cause.  As  for  himself  (Mr.  W.)  he  felt 
l^mself  comfortable,  because  secure  of  his 
cause,  and  confident  in  the  reasons  that 
mippdrted  it.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
involved  the  church  of  England  in  the 
dispnte.  The  Moravian  brethren,  and  the 
missionaries  had  been  extremely  useful ; 
mid  did  the  hon.  gentleman  think  dbat  by 
libusing  them 'he  was  paying  a  compliment 
to  the  church  of  England  ?  In  the  spirit 
of  Christianity,  the  church  of  England, 
and  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  would  rejoice 
lit  ^  success  of  a  good  cause,  with  ^vhom- 
soever  It  originated,  or  whoever  carried  it 
on.  In  conclusion,  he  said,  we  ought 
always  to  remember,  that  we  were  more 
disposed  to  stand  by  the  master  than  the 
irfave— to  sympathize  with  men  of  property 
than  with  the  oppressed.  The  cause  of 
the  latter  he  now  pleaded,  and  he  was 
glad  to  see  around  him  many  of  those 
friends  whose  talents  had  never  been  more 
nobly  or  riiore  successAilly  exerted  than 
in  supporting  this  cause.  Seconded  by 
their  eloquence,  and  relying  on  the  good 
tfenae,  sound  principles,  and  moral  and  re- 
ligious feelings  of  the  people  of  England, 
Be  entertain^  the  confident  hope  that  he 
would  bQ  able  to  succeed  in  this  kst  great 
measure.      He  oonelttded  by  moving. 
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**  That  an  humble  address  be  presented 
to,  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  give  directions  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  the  titles  , 
and  dates  of  any  acts  of  the  assembly  of 
Jamaica,  transmitted  for  his  majesty's  ap- 
probation, by  which  any  poll  tax  on  slaves 
was  imposed  for  the  years  1808,  1809, 
1810,  1811,  and  181S,  or  any  of  thoee 
years,  or  by  which  any  returns  of  alaves 
were  required  to  be  made  m  the  said  years 
for  the  purpose  of  such  taxation,  or  other- 
wise; specifying  at  what  time  or  times 
such-  returns  were  directed  to  be  made." 

Mr.  C.  N*  FaUmer  began  by  saying, 
that  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  a  most  res- 
pectable body  of  persons  with  whom  he 
was  connected  in  a  manner  highly  honour- 
able to  himself,  commanded  that  he  should 
address  the  House  upon  the  subject  of  the 
motion  which  had  just  been  submitted  Co 
it.  Reluctant  and  unqualified  as  be  lelt 
himself,  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
he  should  not  trespass  long  upon  its  time 
and  attention :  he  could  assure  the  House 
too,  that  he  felt,  with  no  small  force,  the 
addition  which  it  formed  to  the  other  dis- 
advantages under  which  he  laboured,  that 
he  had  to  follow  a  gentleman,  whose  long 
habit  it  had  been— and  he  certainly  had 
not  upon  this  occasion  departed  from  it— 
to  fix  its  attention  by  his  eloquence,  and 
to  persuade  it  by  his  reasoning.  His  (  Mr. 
Ps)  business  it  was  to  submit  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House  a  few  plain  state- 
ments; and  he  had  only  to  hope,  thai  if 
any  weight  belonged  to  them,  it  would 
not  be  lost  by  the  imperfect  manner  in 
which  he  was  convinced  he  should  make 
them.  He  was  free  to  confess,  that  the 
speech  which  he  had  just  heard,  would,  hi 
some  degree,  alter  the  course  which  he 
had  intended  to  adopt  in  addressing  the 
House.  If  he  had  entertained  any  doubt 
whether  the  House  should  for  a  moment 
prefer,  to  an  address  for  information,  the 
dutyi  of  reroovine  an  existing  agitation, 
that  doubt  would  nave  been  removed  by 
the  speech  which  had  just  been  heard,  and 
which  seemed,  in  his  judgment,  only  cal- 
culated to  increase  an  irritation,  which 
all  persons^  he  should  hove  hoped,  would 
have  wished  to  allay.  Tliat  speech  had 
pathetically  described  all  the  evils,  which 
had  been  ever  sopposed  to  belong  to  the 
colonial  system,  whibt  h  had  lightly 
touched  upon  the  rnmed  faonlies,  the  de- 
solated property,  and  the  lives  lost  in  Bar- 
badoes,  imd  it  nad  concluded  widi  a  jocv- 
lari^  wUob  he  (Mr.  P.)  thought 
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tuff  for  tach  aa  wmy  should  be  no  greater 
ihao  when  our  army  afairoad  amouoted  only 
lo  SQfiOO  or  40,000  men.  Tbts,  however, 
WB9  not  the  case,  and  our  great  staff  es- 
iabliftbment  did  not  belong  to  our  army 
abroad,  but  to  our  army  at  borne.  In  the 
year  lb09  our  army  for  home  defence 
amounted  to  140,000  men,  now  it  amount* 
ed  only  to  50,000,  and  yet  our  staff  estab- 
lif  bment  at  home  was  at  the  present  mo* 
inent,  quite  as  great  a«  it  was  in  the  year 
1 809.  We  had,  indeed,  nothing  but  staff; 
there  was  nothing  else  to  be  seen.  Major* 
generals  and  lieutenant-generals  met  our 
^y^%  on  all  hands,  without  any  thing  for 
them  to  command.  This  was  the  case  not 
only  in  cavalry  but  in  infantry.  Retrench- 
ment here,  therefore,  was  loudly  called 
for,  and,  uole&s  our  army  had  been  starved 
in  regard  to  the  staff  in  the  year  1809,  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  say  that  we  could 
not  dispense  with  a  great  part  of  our  home 
staff*  at  the  present  moment.  It  required 
no  military  knowledge  to  form  a  judgment 
on  this  head.  During  the  last  year  our 
staff  was  greatly  too  large  for  the  number 
of  men  employed  in  our  service;  now 
they  were  out  of  all  proportion.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  ministers  would  not 
press  this  itt*m  to*night,  bat  would  bring 
forward  a  fresh  and  curtailed  estimate,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  curtailed  numbers  of 
our  army  at  home,  and  to  the  state  of  the 
country.  Our  state  of  home  defence  was 
not  now  required  to  be  such  as  when  we 
were  threatened  with  invasion.  From  this 
dread  had  onr  extended  home  expendi- 
ture, particularly  in  the  staff  of  our  army, 
arisen.  Now,  however,  that  the  appre- 
hensions of  invasion  had  ceased,  and  that 
we  were  embarked  in  an  extended  system 
of  foreign  warfare,  our  staff  establishment 
at  home  was  maintained  on  the  same  ex- 
pensive scale,  as  if  an  attack  was  still 
dreaded  from  an  invading  enemy,  instead 
of  being  put  on  a  scale  consistent  with  the 
number  of  the  troops  and  the  wants  of  the 
country. 

P  The  next  point  to  which  he  should 
refer  was  of  minor  importance.  There 
was  an  item  of  10,000/.  for  repairs  to  the 
Horse  Guards,  during  the  last  and  present 
years.  Now,  as  to  this  item  of  expeace. 
Be  thought  it  would  have  been  better  if 
the  sum  actually  expended  for  the  last 
year  had  been  specified.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  money  would  be  mis- 
applied, or  that  it  would  not  be  expended ; 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the 
specific  amount  of  expanditnra  had  bean 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


fiven.  The  observations  with  which  h« 
ad  troubled  the  Committee  a<  to  the  dis- 
proportionate amount  of  our  general  staff  at 
home,  applied  in  a  still  more  forcible  de« 
gree  to  our  Volunteer  force,  a  body  of  pien 
which  might  now  be  considered  as  merely  , 
nominal.  On  this  head  there  was  a  charge 
of  209,000/.  This  was  a  force  which  bo 
did  not  think  BOW  necessary,  aiuce  a  better 
force  had  been  fo^nd,  pretty  muoh  of  the 
same  description,  in  the  Local  Militia. 
The  volunteer  force  was  now  almost  intirely 
nominal.  The  danger  which  had  given 
rise  to  it  now  no  longer  existed ;  and  vo« 
lunteering  was  kept  up,  in  most  instanoesb 
only  with  a  view  to  avoid  enrolment  for 
the  militia.  This  over-loaded  home  stafl^ 
however,  was  not  esteemed  adequate  evea 
to  the  inspection  ofthevoluoteers,  butasum 
of  1 4,000/.  was  charged  for  inspectorsof  vo» 
iunteer  corps,  of  whom  therewere,  in  reality^ 
none  to  inspect ;  and  there  were  also  |;e* 
neral  officers  for  the  occasional  inspection 
of  the  militia*  What,  he  asked,  were  those 
regular  staff  officers  to  do,  if  they  could 
not  discharge  such  a  duty  as  this  ?  It  was 
high  time  that  a  check  should  be  put  to  so 
exorbitant  an  expence ;  when  the  volun- 
teers were  a  great  and  effective  force,  there 
were  no  such  officers  required ;  but  now, 
when  the  volunteer  force  bad  become  aU 
most  obsolete,  this  unnecessary  expence 
was  to  be  incurred.  Ue  was  convinced, 
if  such  a  force  were  now  necessary  the 
voluntary  zeal  of  the  country  would  revive ; 
but  till  this  waa  the  case,  be  thought  it 
would  be  well  if  the  task  of  reviewing  the 
corps  which  now  nominally  existed  was  to 
be  considered  a  voluntary  and  unpaid  for 
service  also.  These  objections  be  did  not 
apply  to  Ireland,  as  be  was  not  suffi- 
ciently informed  with  respect  to  the  ne» 
cessity  which  might  exist  in  that  country 
for  this  description  of  force.  He  ootr 
came  to  a  great  item  of  expence,  in  hit 
view  of  which  probably  there  were  lew  or 
none  who  might  agree  with  bim.  Looking 
to  our  armies  an  the  peninsula,  he  hoped 
he  might  flatter  himself  with  the  expecu* 
tion,that  they  were  about  to  resume  oflfen- 
sive  operations,  with  better  efiect  than 
they  had  lately  done,  and,  if  this  should  be 
found  to  be  the  case,  he  thought  it  ex* 
tremely  probable  that  we  might  be  able  to 
avoid  calling  out  the  local  militia  for  the 
present  year.  Let  no  gentleman  suppoae 
that  he  undervalued  this  class  of  our  na« 
tional  force  as  contribpting  to  perfect  se- 
curity and  national  defence  (and  be 
thought  that  much  praise  was  due  to  the 
(4F) 
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noble  lord  who  faad  brought  forward  the 
measttre)  bat  ttill  he  thoaght  tiiere  could 
exist  no  necessity  for  calling  it  out  at 
present. 

Why  call  it  out  this  year  for  14  days, 
when  there  was  no  appearance  of  there 
being  any  occasion  for  it  for  years  to 
come  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  not  at  all 
to  call  oat  the  local  militia  this  year,  and 
to  call  it  oat  for  21  days  during  the  next 
year,  when  in  all  probability  our  foreign 
expenditure  would  be  reduced  in  amount  ? 
It  was  not  a  force  calculated  to  keep  up 
the  regular  army.  Calling  it  out  into  ac* 
tual  senrice  could  be  of  little  avail  where 
there  was  no  dread  of  invasion  ;  and  when 
to  this  was  added,  the  inconvenience  of 
taking  away  from  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts one  third  of  the  farmers'  servants  for 
14  days,  when  they  could  not  be  required, 
he  hoped  ministers  would  be  induced  to 
relinquish  that  idea  for  this  year,  and  ra- 
ther to  call  them  out  for  21  days  in  the 
following  year,  when  their  services  might 
fee  more  effective.  In  these  different  ways, 
4be  expence  would  be  greatly  reduced 
vrithottt  the  effective  force  being  at  all 
4>roken  in  upon.  For  besides  the  ex- 
pence  attendant  on  this  establishment,  the 
pressure  upon  the  agricultural  part  of  the 
community  was  to  be  deprecated.  In 
one  district  he  knew  that  the  number  to  be 
called  out  for  exercise  amounted  to  one- 
third  of  the  agricultural  population — a 
circumstance  which  must  be  attended 
-^iHi  great  inconvenience  and  loss.  By  at- 
tending to  the  suggestion  he  had  ventured 
to  throw  out,  they  might  aflford  greater 
nreans  for  offensive  operations,  to  which 
•lone  he  hoped  they  were  now  to  look  for 
«  successful  and  speedy  issue  of  the  con* 
4est  in  which  we  were  engaged. 

Mr.  Addmgton  said,  that  he  wished  to 
trouble  the  Committee  with  only  a  few  ob- 
f ervations  on  some  topics  that  had  been 
vrged  by' his  hon.  friend  who  had  just  sat 
down,  and  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr*  Law), 
who  had  spoken  early  in  the  debate,  whom 
be  bad  many  reasons  for  having  heard, 
then  for  the  £rst  time,  with  real  pleasure, 
though  he  most  own  his  pleasure  would 
bave  been  much  greater,  had  not  his  opi- 
nions been  so  much  at  variance  with  ois 
own.  That  hon.  gentleman  had  contended 
against  the  practice  of  making  the  militia 
the  medium  for  recruiting  for  the  line  on 
(wo  grounds;  first,  that  it  gave  offence  to 
the  commandrng  officers  of  the  militia, 
•nd,  secondly,  on  account  of  the  expeoce 
incurred    by  the  double  bouaties.    He 
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begged  leave  to  assure  him,  that  very  feir 
of  the  militia  colonels  remained  adverse  to 
the  measure,  especially  since  it  had  been 
made,  by  a  legislative  act,  not  a  part  of  the 
military  system  of  the  country  ;  and  he 
applauded  the  public  spirit  of  those  who 
subdued  their  prejudices,  or  conquered 
their  objections,  in  deference  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  permanent  importance  of 
increasing,  by  all  possible  means,  the  dis- 
posable force  of  the  country.  As  to  the 
comparative  expence  of  recruiting  direct 
into  the  line,  or  through  the  medium  of 
the  militia,  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
the  difference  was  inconsiderable,  not- 
withstanding the  double  bounties.  He 
had  made  out  an  estimate  from  authentic 
documents;  and  he  could  demonstrate* 
that  in  no  instance  did  the  difference  ex- 
ceed between  4  and  5L  per  man,  and  that 
after  the  first  volunteering  from  the  militia 
the  expence  was  nearly  equal.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  just  sat  down  had  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  of  the  unnecessary  ex- 
pence  of  keeping  up  the  volunteer  force 
of  the  country.  Of  the  incalculable  ser- 
vice rendered  by  that  meritorious  body 
of  men  he  could  not  express  himself  in 
terms  of  adequate  paneffyric.  Perhaps  be 
might  agree  in  some  of  his  hon.  friend't 
obMrfations  respecting  them.  The  sub- 
ject had  been  for  some  time  under  the  con- 
sideration of  his  noble  relation;  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  give  him  credit  for 
there  having  been  sufficient  reasons  why 
any  new  arrangement  respecting  them  baa 
not  as  yet  been  submitted  to  its  considera- 
tion. As  to  the  local  militis,  a  part  of  our 
defensive  force  still  more  valuable,  he  ex« 
pressed  in  strong  terms  his  surprise  that 
his  hon.  friend  should  have  even  suggested 
the  pro^ety  of  abs^ining  from  calling 
them  out  this  year,  when  they  consistea 
almost  entirely  of  raw  recruits— before 
they  had  even  received  their  clothing— 
and  before  officers  and  men  knew  any 
thing  of  each  other.  In  case  of  any  in- 
ternal disturbance,  without  being  -pre- 
viously brought  to  act  together,  they  would 
be  little  better,  if  called  out  to  suppress  it, 
than  a  mere  rabble.  He  implored  the 
House  not  to  apply  too  rigidly  the  prin- 
ciples of  economy  lo  this  valuable  branch 
of  our  defensive  force,  which  was  as  yet  in 
its  infancy  ;  and  to  bear  in  mind  that,  in 
the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  of  which 
we  had  even  recently  such  striking  proofs, 
we  might  have  occasion  bitterly  to  regret* 
that  in  a  moment  of  internal  repose  and 
freedoai  from  Mternal  daogier«  we  had 
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neglected  to  fofter  mid  improfe  that  branch 
of  avrdefensire  Ibrce,  in  which  the  public 
spirit  of  the  conntrjir  had  so  entirely  com- 
mitted itself,  and  on  which  so  much  do- 
pcndence  was  to  be  placed  in  case  of  any 
such  necessity.    To  think  this  impossible 
was  the  height  of  folly,  and  he  was  sore 
that,  instead  of  legislating  on  so  dangerous 
m  principle,  the  Committee  would  feel  the 
necessity  of  fostering  this  iraloable  branch 
of  national  defence  while  yet  in  its  iAfiEint 
state- 
Mr.  Fremmak  said,  that  the.  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Hnskisson)  had  made 
It  unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble   the 
Committee  at  much  length.    With  respect 
to  one  or  two  points,  howoTcr,  he  wished 
to  offer  some  obserrations.    There  was 
only  an  incraase  of  975  men  in  the  house- 
hold troops,  and  this  was  attended  by  an 
annual  increase  of  S8,000/.     He  then  re- 
marked upon  tlie  want  of  judgment  as 
well  as  the  want  of  economy,  in  sending 
the  horse  guards  to  the  continent  at  an 
extra  ezpence  of  2,000^  for  new  dressing 
and  equipping  them,  without  their  being 
even  nt  for  serrice  on  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  destination.    These  men,  he  said, 
nad  been  raised  to  support  the  splendour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  were  by  no 
means  intended  for  foreign  serrice*  Ineir 
equipments  before  they  left  this  country, 
cost  a  graat  sum,  and  they  would  now  be- 
come a  constant  ezpence,  and  so  unfit 
wera  they  for  the  species  of  service  to 
which  they  were  detoted,  that  no  less  than 
sixty  of  their  horses  died  on  the  passage, 
^^ich,  with  the  delays  that  had  taken 
place  in  their  progress,  rendered    them 
nearly  useless.    These  delays  might  have 
been  avoided,  by  sending  the  regiment 
that  had  been  brought  from  Ireland  to 
take  their  places,  directly  from  Cork  to 
the  peninsula,  instead  of  bringing  them  to 
London.    This  was  a  subject  which  he 
thought  ought  to  be    strongly    pressed 
npon  the  Committee,  and  which  called  for 
thdr  peculiar  and  marked  animadversion. 
The  hon.  gentleman  next  adverted  to  the 
recruiting    service,  and  remarked,   that 
the  charge  under  this  head  was  beyond 
the  possibility  of  justification.    The  cal- 
culation was  at  about  the  rate  of  54^.  per 
man,  a  rate  so  extravagant,  that  he  thought 
it  could  not  be  too  strongly  condemned.— 
The  expence  of  our  staff  at  home  too, 
he  observed,,  had  incraased,  even  while 
our  force  at  home  had  been  reduced  to 
leu  than  one-third  of  its  former  establish- 
ment.    Besides  about  2,0754  a  year  to 
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himself,  it  cost  the  country  5,000/.  moee 
to  examine  genera)  Delancey's  accounts ; 
and  really  he  did  not  know  what  claims 
the  general  had  ob  the  public  to  entitle 
him  to  any  such  rewards,  especially  when 
they  considered  the  disordered  and  unta« 
tisfactory  manner  in  which  he  had  quitted 
his  office.     This  was  a  description  of  ex<« 
penditura  for  which  he  could  not  account^ 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,  called  for  the 
explanation  of   th^    noble   Secretary  at 
War.    With  respect  to  the  amount  and 
expenditure  of  foreign  troops  in  our  ser« 
vice,  the  number  of  men  last  year  in  these 
foreign  corps  was  30,700.    Thir  year  there 
was  a  small  increase  in  the  number,  for  there 
was  an  addition  of  1,422  men  ;  but  for  this 
small  additional  number,  there  was  an  in« 
creased  expence  of  no  less  an  amount  than 
18,000/.    This  year,  too,  the  money  ex- 
pended on  foreign  officers  amounted  to 
42,000/.  and  last  year  it  was  only  27,000/) 
This  was  certainly  a  system  of  patronage^ 
but  not  a  system  for  encoaraging  military 
talent,  and  he  would  asE  the  Committee, 
whether  it  was  lihely  that  this  was  the 
most  economical  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money  which  could  be  made?    On 
the  increased  expences  of  the  Military 
College  he  would  say  but  little,  as  he 
approved  of  all  that  had  been  done  in 
that  raspect,  and  foit  himself  calledmpon. 
to  give  full  credit  to  the  noble  lord  for  the 
admirable  system  upon  which  this  institu* 
tion  was  conducted.    He  could  not  help, 
however,  mentioning  one  little  circum* 
stance,  which,  from  personal  observation, 
he  thought  might  be  remedied'  in  this 
place,    lie  alluded  to  the  immense  ex- 
pence  which  was  incurred  for  fuel,    lie 
remarked,  when  thera,  in  the  coinse  of 
last  winter,  that  there  were  not  less  than 
200  fires  lighted  daily;  and  in  the  esti- 
mates, he  oteerved,  that  a  sum  of  4;O0OiL 
was  charged  for  fuel.    This  was  an  ex- 
pence  which,  he  conceived,  might  be  cod* 
siderably  lessened,  by  having  recourse  to 
any  of  those  ingenious  methods  by  whicli 
many  large  buildings  were  kept  warm  in 
this  great  metropolis.— On  the  subject  of 
the  Barrack  Department  in  Ireland  some 
details   were    wanting;  and    the  House 
ought  not  to  vote  the  90,000/.  on  the  esti- 
mates for  that  service  until  these  details 
were  given.    It  was  a  subject  of  serious 
consideration,  that  all  these  estimates  were 
annually    increasing.      In     1804    they 
amounted  only  to  1 8,000,000/  ;  but  this 

tear  they  went  so  high  as  29,000,000/. 
fpon  the  wholoj  be  thought  the  House 
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OQgtit  to  examine  diligently  into  tbe  »c« 
coants,  and  see  that  they  were  formed  upon 
principles  of  the  strictest  economy. 

Mr.  CVcmy  Baid>  tbat'there  was  one  part 
of  the  estimates  upon  which  he  meant  to 
divide  the  Committee,  and  which  he  would 
again  bring  forward  in  the  House  when 
the  resolutions  should  be  discussed.  An 
excess  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  lord, 
of  S^.OCK)/.  in  the  department  of  the  pay« 
master  of  the  forces.  Now  he  should  wish 
to  make  a  permanent  saving  in  this  de- 
partment of  2,500/.  yearly,  by  flinging  one 
of  the  joint- pay  masters  and  his  deputy 
overboard.  He  would  rest  h|s  motion  on 
the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  in 
1610,  which  recommended  the  abolition 
of  one  of  those  offices  of  paymaster  as  a 
•inecure.  Mr.  Long,  in  his  evidence  be- 
fore that  committee,  admitted  that  lord  C. 
Somerset  had  a  salary  of  2,000/.  a  year, 
and  his  deputy  500/.  ;  that  his  lordship  in- 
terfered but  little,  and  that  his  deputy  was 
■ometiroes  out  of  England  for  a  consider- 
able time,  withou't  thepublic  business  sus- 
taining any  loss.  The  situation  which 
lord  C.  Somerset  held  was,  as  he  conceiv- 
ed, a  complete  sinecure^  which  the  Yi* 
nance  Committee  had  very  properly  re- 
commended to  be  abolished.  His  lord- 
ship was,  besides  being  paymaster,  one  of 
the  generals  of  districts,  whom  he  was 
himself  to  pay.  His  district,  too,  was 
■omething  like  a  sinecure,  for  there  were 
four  or  five  general  officers  there,  and  but 
very  few  men.  He  should  proceed  in  the 
same  manner,  upon  that  occasion,  as  had 
been  done  in  the  case  of  colonel  M'Mahon, 
although  there  was  less  difficulty  in  the 
present  case,  as  this  office  was  not  secured 
by  a  patent,  but  simply  held  at  the  plea- 
aore  of  the  crown.^This  office  had  been 
included  in  the  Bill  which  had  been 
thrown  out  in  the  Lords,  but  there  was  a 
more  efiectual  means  left  them  now,  as 
they  had  the  supplies  in  their  own  hands. 
On  these  grounds  he  should  think  it  his 
duty  to  divide  the  Committee  on  the 
aeventh  Resolution,  to  which  he  would 
propose  as  an  Amendment,  That  the  sum 
of  2,000/.  bhould  be  left  out.  being  the  sa- 
lary of  the  noble  lord,  and  500/.  being  the 
aalary  of  hiK  deputy. 

Lord  Charks  Somenet  said,  that  unac- 
customed as  he  was  to  address  the  House, 
be  should  not  have  troubled  them  upon 
the  present  occasion,  were  it  not  for  the 
allusion  made  to  the  office  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  filling.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man bad  stated  that  he  founded  his  pro- 


posal  with  respect  to  one  of  the  paymas- 
ters upon  the  Report  of  the  SelectCommit- 
tee  upon  sinecure  places.  There  was  a 
Bill  now  in  progress  through  the  Hoose 
upon  the  subject.  It  did,  therefore,  ap- 
pear to  him,  premature,  if  not  novel,  to 
call  for  a  decision  upon  one  particular 
part  of  that  Bill.  He  doubted  whether  the 
removal  of  one  of  the  paymasters  would 
havp  the  efiect  desired.  Tho  result  of  it 
would  be  to  place  him  and  his  right  bon. 
friend  (Mr.  Long)  on  half  pay,  as  the 
patent  und^r  which  they  enjoyed  their 
places  was  a  joint  one*  They  did  not  en* 
joy  half  the  salary  of  their  predecessors, 
and  he  trusted  that  when  the  nature  and 
responsibility  of  the  office  were  consider- 
ed, that  salary  would  not  appear  too  much. 
The  salary  appointed  for  the  office  ia 
1 782,  was  4,000/.  per  annum.  Mr.  Burke, 
who  brought  in  the  Bill  to  regulate  it  at 
that  time,  knew  well  the  duties  of  the  of" 
fice.  He  was  influenced,  at  the  same 
time,  by  a  principle  of  econony»  and 
would  not  appoint  a  salary  too  great  for 
the  labour.  That  labonr  and  lespoosi* 
bility  might  be  estimated  from  the  com- 
parative amount  of  the  money  which 
passed  through  the  bands  of  the  pavmas* 
ters  in  1783  and  1812.  In  the  ronner 
year  it  was  7,389,04>3/.  and  in  the  latter  it 
was  29,295,690/;  so  that  the  responsibility 
increased  four-fold.  He  would  ask  them, 
whether  they  would  pass  aoch  a  ceosars 
on  the  memory  of  Mr.  Burke,  as  to  f  eaolf  0 
tfiat  the  salary  of  an  office  ahoold  be  re* 
duced,  which  he  did  not  consider  over* 
paid  by  4,000/.  a  year.  The  salary  had 
not  been  increased  aince  Mr.  BorJEo's 
time,  it  was  only  divided  between  two, 
and  this  division  gave  additional  secirity 
to  the  public,  not  that  he  meant  to  insiaa* 
ate  they  would  be  less  secure  if  the  offioi 
were  confined  to  his  right  hon.  friend; 
indeed,  the  public  could  have  no  better 
security  than  his  integrity  and  his  honour. 
He  trusted  when  the  House  considersd 
that  the  increase  of  responsibility  was  not 
less  than  12,000,000/.  and  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  1806,  when  he  was  in  office 
had  voted  the  estimates  without  any  such 
objection  as  that  new  brought  forward-* 
they  would  see  sufficient  ground  for  re- 
jecting his  proposal.  There  were  two 
paymasters  in  1806,  when  thehon.  geo* 
tieman's  own  friends  were  in  power;  and 
if  he  was  of  opinion,  that,  at  present  eoe 
was  quite'  sufficient,  it  was  saying,  that 
one  of  the  present  ministry  was  eqaal  It 
two  of  their  predeci 
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Mr.  Lo^f  admitted,  that  in  the  Com- 
mittee alloded  U>«  the  abolition  of  one  of 
the  paymaiterehipt  was  recommended ; 
hot  that  office  was  not  under  the  same  cir- 
camstances  as  the  paymasterthip  of  widows' 
pensions.  The  latter  was  an  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  crown,  the  abolition  of  which 
had  been  frequently  recommended  to  par- 
liament* He  denied  that  there  was  a  real 
excess  in  the  expence  of  the  department 
at  all  eqoal  to  what  had  been  stated  by 
tbe  bon.  gentleman.  As  to  the  office  of 
paymaster  of  the  forces*  the  emoloments 
had  been  nearly  as  high  as  at  present  for 
a  centary.  The  salary  of  paymaster  of 
the  ferces  had  not  been  at  all  increased. 
In  the  year  17  J  5,  when  the  office  was 
held  by  the  earl  of  Lincoln*  the  emolo* 
ment  of  the  office  was  3JS0/.  a  year,  and 
so  it  continned  to  1782,  when  Mr.  Barke 
bronght  in  his  Bill  to  regulate  the  army 
pay  office.  By  this  Bill  m  1783  the  fees 
were  abi^ished— the  emolomenti  of  the 
office  taken  awa^ — and  in  consideration 
of  the  responsibility  incurred,  tbe  salary 
aettlod  at  ^fiOOl,  per  annom;  In  the  Com- 
tntttee  on  sinecure  places,  in  1797,  it  had 
been  particularly  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee to  report  whether  any  reduction  could 
be  made,  and  after  full  inquiry  into  the 
natore  of  the  office,  and  the  labaurs  attach- 
ed to  it,  their  report  was,  that  tfie  salary  of 
paymaster  pould  not  be  reduced  without 
injury  to  Che  public  serrice.  If  it  were 
objected  that  the  responsibility  and  the 
labour  were  not  proportioned,  he  could 
assure  the  House  tnat  independent  of  re- 
sponsibility there  were  other  circum- 
stances which  added  considerably  to  the 
labour.  When  he  casie  into  the  office, 
he  found  an  arrear  of  25  years  standing, 
for  in  truth  no  account  had  been  passed 
through  the  audit  office  since  the  time  of 
the  passing  of  Mr.  Burke's  Bill.  That  gen- 
tleman, however  great  his  talents  in  other 
respects,  was,  perhaps,  on  that  very  ac- 
count the .  least  fitted  of  any  man  for  the 
dry  details  of  office.  Since  he  came  into 
tbe  situation  fourteen  years  accounts  had 
been  passed.  To  him,  therfefore,  the  of- 
fice which  had  been  called  a  sort  of  sine- 
cure was  no  sinecure.  Since  tbe  adoption 
of  the  new  system  in  that  office  the  home 
accounts  for  1809,  10  and  II,  had  been 
passed,  and  those  for  1812  were  now  in 
progress.  The  foreign  accounts  were  in 
the  same  state  of  forwardness.  The  result 
of  the  plan  at  present  pursued  was,  that  no 
irregularity  or  arrear  could  arise  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  auditors  of  public 
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accounts.  He  could  assure  the  House, 
that  since  he  held  the  situation  he  had 
been  never  absent  from  it  more  than  one 
week  together.  Such  an  office  could  not 
be  thought  to  be  considered  a  sinecure. 
It  was  said  that  the  whole  of  the  business 
fell  upon  him  ;  he  could  however  assure 
them  that  whenever  there  was  occasion  his 
noble  friend  offered  to  share  the  labour. 
Although  the  same  sort  of  attendance  was 
not  necessary  for  him,  he  had  always  been 
ready  with  his  assistance  when  business 
pressed,  and  had  taken  upon  himself  that 
part  which  related  to  Uhelsea  bospiialj 
which  was  by  no  means  a  sinecure.  Ho 
was  convinced  that  the  abolition  of  the 
office  would  not  contribute  to  any  public 
advantsffs,  nor  would  it  be  prudent  to  di« 
minish  the  salary,  whoever  held  the  office* 
The  responsibility  of  it  had  been  much 
increased,  and  he  hoped  therefore  the 
House  would  not  consent  to  decrease  the 
salary. 

Mr.  CreeveyMtU,  that  he  did  not  object 
to  the  competencv  of  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tieman,  nor  would  he  even  complain  much 
of  the  amount  of  the  salary;  but  he  com« 
plained  of  dividing  the  salary  and  splitting 
the  office,  not  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public  service,  but  for  purposes  of  parlia- 
mentary influence,  which  was,  unfortu- 
nately,  more  attended  to  often  in  that 
House.  Besides,  the  loss  of  one  half  of 
his  salary  was  amply  made  up  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  bv  a  pension  of  2,000(.  a 
year,  and  a  good  house. 

Mr.  Long  said,  that  the  pension  was 
only  1,500^. 

Mr.  Cnevqf  answered,  that  it  was  1,S00L 
besides  a  house  which  was  at  least  5iX>L 
more.  It  was  true,%at  in  1806,  he  voted 
the  estimates '  without  objecting  to  the 
paymastership ;  but  he  objected  to  it  now, 
on  tbe  ground  of  a  resolution  passed  in  a 
committee  that  sat  in  1810. 

Mr.  Addmgion  assured  the  House  that 
the  pension  granted  to  his  right  hon. 
friend,  was  given  at  the  particular  desire 
of  his  Majesty,  for  the  important  services 
Mr.  Long  had  performed  as  Secretary  of 
the  Trea«ury. 

Lord  PalmenUm  rose  to  reply.  With  re- 
gard to  what  had  follen  from  an  hon. 
member,  respecting  the  recruiting  service,  • 
he  assured  the  Committee  that  the  greatest 
care  had  been  taken  by  the  department 
to  which  he  had  the  honour  of  belonging, 
to  prevent  anv  unfair  practices  in^he  en- 
listmg  of  soldie^. — He  could  not  at  alt 
consider  it  u&fiur  that  the  militia  were  aU 
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lowed  to  Tolonteer  into  the  regolar  xer- 
Tice.  Tbey  were  allowed  four  days  to 
consider  the  atep  tbey  bad  adopted,  and 
every  care  waa  taken  by  tbe  commander 
in  chief  that  in  the  course  of  the  to- 
kinteering  no  unfair  proceeding  should 
be  had  recourse  to*  ^ome  facetious  ob- 
aervations  had  been  made  by  another  hon. 
member  on  the  dress  of  the  guards,  who 
had  been  called  Orlandos  and  Kinaldos. 
He  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  equal 
the  valour  of  those  heroes  when  they  came 
into  action.  In  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
from  an  hon.  member,-he  begged  leave  to 
observe,  that  it  certainly  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  board  of  general  officers  to 
atrip  tbe  soldiers  of  their  breeches  and 
boots,  though  the  accusation  reminded 
bim  of  an  anecdote  he  had  heard  of  a 
French  officer  in  the  peninsula,  who,  hear- 
ing of  the  approach  of  the  English  army 
at  nighty  leaped  out  of  bed  and  mounted 
his  horse  in  the  exact  predicament  sup- 
posed by  the  hon.  member.  Their  cloth- 
ing was  paid  for  partly  by  their  colonel, 
and  partly  by  stoppages  of  their  money. 
The  money  was  supplied  in  the  first  in- 
stance, by  the  officer,  and  then  the  portion 
to  be  supplied  by  the  soldier,  was  repaid 
by  small  instalments  to  suit  the  conve- 
nience of  the  private.  Another  thing 
that  had  called  forth  animadversion, 
was  the .  change  firom  leather  breeches 
to  pantaloons;  but  the  experiment  had 
been  tried  in  the  artillery  train,  and 
found  infinitely  preferable.  The  leather 
when  wet  was  difficult  to  be  cleaned, 
vneithef  was  it  so  warm  a  clothing.  The 
▼arious  alterations  made  in  their  dress 
were  therefore  effected,  not  to  make  them 
appear  fine  gentlemlb  in  the  streets,  but 
because  it  was  thought  they  would  be 
found  conducive  to  their  comfort,  and 
beneficial  to  the  service.  Their  helmets 
had  been  called  fantastical  and  theatrical, 
but  when  the  Committee  reflected  on  the 
evils  to  which  the  cavalry  were  subjected, 
exposed  in  their « little  cocked  hats  to  the 
efiects  of  the  heats  and  rain,  or  losing 
them,  from  the  difficulty  of  keeping  them 
fixed  on  the  head,  and  consequently 
going  bare  headed  into  battle,  it  would  be 
felt  that  it  was  much  l^ter  that  they 
should  be  supplied  ^itb*  a  comfortable 
helmet,  which  coold  not  be  knocked  off, 
and  the  metal  of  which  would  turn  the 
edge  of  a  sword.  He  denied,  however, 
thai  thyse  changes  in  the  equipment  caused 
any  increase  of  emolument  to  the  colonels; 
irom  all  he  h^d  collected^  b^  should  rather 
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think  it  diminished  their  emoluments.-* 
The  next  point  that  had  been  objected  to 
Was  the  number  of  foreigners  in  our  army, 
and  which  number  had  increased.    He 
denied  that  the  foreigners  in  our  service 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  tbe 
army.    If  it  were  practicable  to  augment 
our  army  with  English  soldiers  to  that 
amount  to  which  it  was  desirable  it  should 
extend  to  meet  the  emergencies  of  the 
service,  he  was  confident  there  was  no  one 
who  would  not  prefer  each  an  army  to  sn 
army  partly  compoied  of  foreigners.    It 
vras,  however,  with  government,  a  qoes- 
tion  not  of  option,  but  of  necessity,  whether 
foreigners  should  be  admitted  into  our  ser- 
vice.   Engaged  in  a  sapgainary  contest 
with  an  enemy  whose  resources  were  al- 
most unlimited,  as  our  army  could  not 
from  the  population  of  the  country  be  re- 
cruited beyond  a  given  point  with  Eng- 
lishmen, it  was   necessary,   as  well   ss 
soundly  politic,  to  make  up  the  number 
required  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times 
with  foreigners  who  claimed  our  protec- 
tion.   Those  gentlemen  who  were  of  opi* 
nion  that  the  foreigners  in  our  serfice, 
who  had  been  killed  or  wounded  in  the 
peninsula,  were  few  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  British  casualties,  he  wished  to 
reflect  hovjLsmall  a  proportion  of  our  fo- 
reign troops  were  on  service  there.    It 
would  be  found,  so  small  a  number  of 
them  were  there  engaged,  that  the  propor- 
tion they  bore  to  the  British  was  little 
more  than  as  1  to  10.    Taking  this  into 
consideration,  and  comparing  the  casual- 
tieS|  it  would  be  found  that  the  forei^ 
soldiers  in  our  service  had  sufiered,  m 
proportion  to  their  number,  full  as  moch 
as  the  British,  or  rather  mora.    It  had 
been  observed  that  the    retams  in  the 
Gazettes  dififered  firom  the  returns  laid  be- 
fore that  House.    This  was  easily  to  be 
accounted  for,  as  the  Gazettes  did  notcon« 
tain  the  discharges,  nor  the  desertions 
(most  of  which  took  place  here);  but  be 
could  assure  tbe  Committee  the  Gszettes 
were  entitled  to  the  fullest  and  most  im- 
plicit confidence,  and  he  knew  not  of  one 
instance  of  intentional  fiiithieasness  to  any 
return  which  they  had  contained.    Tbst 
mistakes  might  occur  in  tbe  horry  of 
making  up  the  returns  aiUr  a  great  batlle# 
it  was  easy  to  conceive,  on  tbe  part  of  the 
officers ;  but  intentionally  they  never  con- 
cealed the  full  extent  of  the  loss  sustainedj 
and  every  case  received  was  published  is 
the  Gazette.    An  honourable  member  1 1^ 
mented  that  there  had  bean  no  saving 
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in  the  eitimttes  of  this  year;  that  was 
certainly  a  subjects  of  regret  to  those 
^ho  had  to  vote  the  sums,  and  it  was,  no 
less  a  subject  of  regret  to  those  who 
bad  to  frame  the  estimates:  but  this 
be  thought  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pected at  a  period  when  we  were  called 
upon  to  strain  every  nerve  to  ofier  efFec- 
toal  resistance  to  the  enemy.  At  a  time 
when  such  great  efforts  were  demanded, 
a  reduction  in  these  estimates  could  not  be 
looked  for ;  and  he  felt  it  would  be  trifling 
with  the  House  to  hold  out  to  them  a 
hope  or  an  encouragement  to  expect  that 
any  great  saving,  in  the  present  circom* 
stances  of  the  world,  could  be  effected. 
There  mighty  indeed,  be  10,0001.  saved 
here,  or  20,000/.  saved  there ;  but  no  con- 
siderable saving  could  be  accomplished. 
An  objection  had  been  taken  to  the  em« 
ployment  of  the  life  guards  abroad,  be- 
cause more  expensive  in  their  equipment 
than  other  dragooni.  Upon  the  general 
principle  which  had  been  adopted,  how* 
ever,  he  did  not  see  the  policy  of  keep- 
ing up  any  considerable  military  force  in 
the  country,  which  should  not  take  its 
chance  of  foreign  service*  It  was  de- 
sirable for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and 
it  served  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  men. 
It  might  be  true,  that  the  life  euards  never 
bad  served  abroad  before:  bdi  the  horse 
guards  or  blue«  had  served  in  Germany  in 
former  wars,  and  they  were  equally  a  part 
of  the  household  troops  of  the  King.  In 
addition  to  this  general  objection  against 
tlie  life  guards,  it  had  been  said  that  im- 
mediate! v  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  cavalry  which  was 
easily  equipped,  ought  to  hate  been  sent 
out  to  lord  Wellington,  to  enable  him  to 
advance  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Now, 
what  was  the  state  of  the  case  ?  Imme- 
diately on  receiving  news  of  that  action, 
ministers  sent  out,  not  cavalry,  but  a  bri- 
gade of  guards,  and  these,  though  sent 
with  the  utmost  expedition,  did  not  join' 
lord  Wellington  till  he  had  commenced 
bis  retreat,  nor  indeed,  till,  in  point  of 
fact*  his  retreat  might  be  said  to  be  con- 
cluded. From  this  it  was  clear  that  no  ad- 
Tantage  would  have  arisen  from  sending 
out  any  other  body  of  cavalry  instead  of 
the  liie  guards,  as  such  assistance  could 
not  have  reached  lord  Wellington  in  time 
to  enable  him  to  advance,  nor  to  assist 
bim  in  his  retreat.  In  answer  to  the  ob- 
servations thrown  out  on  the  conduct  of 
ministers,  for  not  sending  out  a  German 
f  egimaat  of  cavalry,  be  bad  to  state,  that 


three  outpf  foor  regiments  of  German  ca« 
valry  in  our  service  were  in  the  peninsula. 
The  observations  made  on  the  number  of 
officers  on  the  houshold  staff*,  from  a  compa- 
rison made  of  the  number  of  men  now  and 
formerly  stationed  in  certain  districts,  bm 
contended  were  unfair.  Though  we  might 
have  a  smaller*  number  of  men  at  hooM 
than  were  at  home  in  1809,  it  did  not 
thence  follow  that  the  staff*  ought  neces* 
sarilyto  be  smaller.  The  number  of  of- 
ficers, required  on  the  staff*,  was  regulated 
by  districu  rather  than  by  men*  If,  for 
instance,  a  general  bad  10  depdts,  each 
containing  400  men,  nearly  as  many  of* 
ficers  would  be  required  to  transact  th« 
business,  as  if  800  men  were  at  each  dep6t. 
With  respect  to  the  10,000/.  called  for, 
for  repairs  of  the  Horse  Guards,  to  which 
so  much  objection  had  been  made,  ho 
wished  to  state  that  this  included  not  only 
the  repairs  done  at  the  Horse  Guards,  but 
also  those  which  came  under  the  cogni* 
zance  of  the  surveyor  of  the  Horse  Guards^ 
namely,  those  at  the  Fay-office,  at  one  of 
the  Secretary  of  State's  offices,  those  done 
to  the  barracks  at  Knightsbridge,  and 
buildings  at  Kew,  and  to  certain  other 
buildings.— -The  noble  lord  then  proceeded 
to  defend  the  propriety  of  calling  out  the 
local  militia  this  year.  On  this  head  no 
diminution  could  at  present  be  effected. 
The  recruiting  establishments  which  bad 
been  noticed  were  of  important  use,  and 
in  every  respect  necessary.  The  sam 
called  ior  in  aid  of  general  Delancey'a 
debts,  he  explained  to  be  of  no  impor- 
tance. It  was  taken  from  the  public  with 
one  hand  and  given  to  them  with  the 
other,  as  that  which  was  given  to  him  be* 
fore  be  became  a  defaulter,  was  taken 
back  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
his  debts.  The  veteran  battalions,  con* 
sisting  of  foreigners,  bad  been  formed  of 
invalids  who  were  not  fit  for  service,  and 
whom  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  mani- 
fest cruelty,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
continent,  to  have  sent  to  their  own  coon- 
try,  as  the  French  government  would, 
in  all  probability,  institute  proceedings 
against  them,  and  perhaps  pot  them  to 
death.  The  item  which  appeared  in  the 
estimates  for  allowances  to  retired  foreign 
officers,  arose  but  of  the  provisions  mada 
for  the  Dutch  officers,  who  had  come  to 
this  country  when  the  Stadtholder  left  Hol- 
land. These  men,  it  had  been  thooffht 
reasonable,  should  hold  the  rank  they  tor* 
merly.held  in  their  own  country.  The 
item  was  new  to  these  estimates,  having 
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been  brought  from  the  army  extraordi- 
nariet.  lu  amount  was  about  15,000/. 
The  expence  of  the  Military  College  he 
admitted  to  be  great ;  but  he  contended 
it  was  an  establishment  of  great  value  to 
the  country,  as  he  thought  the  cadets 
quite  adequate  to  furnish  the  army  with 
a  supply  of  well  educated  officers.  With 
regard  to  what  had  been  urged  agamst 
the  Irish  barracks,  he  thought  the 
estimate  went  Tery  much  into  detail : 
there  was  no  statement,  indeed,  where 
those  were,  in  what  part  of  Ireland, 
nor  was  he  prepared  to  state  those  facts  to 
the  Committee,  but  he  would  make  in- 
quiries. It  should  be  remembered,  that 
there  was  not  the  same  facility  in  quarter- 
ing troops  in  Ireland  as  in  England :  there 
were  fewer  public  houses,  and  the  laws 
were  different  there,  for  soldiers  might  be 
quartered  upon  private  indi?icfoaIs ;  and 
it  was  to  lighten  that  burden  upon  the 
civil  inhabitants  that  barracks  were  to  be 
created.-— With  regard  to  the  paymaster 
general,  so  much  bad  been  said  upon  that 
spbject,  that  he  should  offer  no  opinions 
of  his  own ;  but  he  hoped  that  when  ge- 
neral plans  of  economy  were  before  that 
House,  as  they  were  at  present,  the  Com- 
mitttee  would  not  think  it  necessary  to  be 
picking  out  single  instances  upon  which  to 
exercise  the  spirit  of  reform. 

Mr.  WhUbrtod  said,  be  regarded  the  day 
on  which  the  Army  Estimates  were  voted 
as  an  important  day  in  every  session,  and 
he  was  a  little  disappointed  on  the  present 
occasion,  that  none  of  those  gentlemen 
who  had  maintained  that  our  operations 
on  the  peninsula  should  bo  conducted 
upon  a  more  extensive  scale,  had  not  come 
forward  with  some  plan  to  shew  how  a 
greater  force,  and  bow  more  money  to 
support  that  force,  could  be  obtamed. 
The  object  of  the  Committee,  however, 
now  was  to  see  that  so  large  a  sum  as 
17,000,000/.  was  so  expended  as  to  make 
it  go  as  far  it  could.  The  noble  lord,  he 
thought,  had  talked  with  too  much  levity 
about  nving  10,000/.  here,  or  20,000/. 
there ;  if  ten  or  twenty  thousand  could  be 
saved  any  where  it  ought  to  be  saved ; 
nay,  if  one  or  two  thousand  could 
be  saved,  it  was  the  boonden  duty  of  the 
Committee  to  do  it  It  was  said  there 
were  great  difficulties  in  supplying  the  de* 
ficiencies  in  the  ermy.  He  did  not  mean 
to  go  back  to  Mr.  Windham's  plan;  but 
he  would  say  he  was  firmly  convinced, 
that  if  that  most  wise,  salutary,  and  com- 
prehensive niodt  had  been  adopted  in  ail 
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its  parts  end  principles,  no  such  diificaltiei 
would  now  be  felt.      It  was,  however,  too 
late  to  think  of  that  plan  now ;  and  all  we 
could  do  was  to  go  on  from  hand  to  moaib, 
and.  supply  our  wants  with  foreigner!  aa 
well  as  we  could.-— With  regard  to  the 
horse  guards,  he  thought  the  explanation 
of  the  noble  lord  very  unsatisfactory.  The 
horse  guards  were    not  the    best  fitted 
for  foreign  service,  and  they  were  sent 
abroad;    they  were  best  fitted  for  home 
duty,  and  they  were  not  allowed  to  remain 
here.      He    had   no    doubt  they  would 
fight  well ;    they  had   the  gallantry  of 
Englishmen,  neither  more  nor  less,  and  tbst 
was  enough.     But  so  unfit  were  they  for 
foreign  service,  that,  as  he  was  credibly 
informed,  when  they  arrived  in  the  peoiD- 
sula,  about  fifty  of  the  horses  died  in  the 
first  fourteen  miles  they  marched.    Yet 
their  employment  occasioned  an  increase 
in  the  e'stimates  of  29,000/.    And  how  ab- 
surd and  preposterous  was  their   equip* 
ment !  But,  said  the  noble  lord,  only  con- 
sider what  a  thing  it  would  be  if  they 
had  gone  out  in  their  little  cocked  hate, 
which  would  be  so  easily  knocked  off,  and 
they  would  be  exposed,  bare-headed,  to 
the  elements.    Why,  the  poor  Blues  were 
sent  off  with  their  little  cocked  hats,  but 
the    horse    guards   were   furniihed  with 
helmets,  and  of  such  a  weight  (for  he  bad 
tried  one  on  his  own  head,  as  matter  of 
curiosity),  that  they  wer^  an  infinitely 
greater  evil  than  the  one  intended  to  be 
remedied.      Perhaps,  indeed,    they  bad 
been  altered ;   for  change  and  alteration 
were  the  fashion  of  the  day.    In  addition 
to  this  weight,  they  were  foynisbed  with  a 
rivet  and  screw,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing fast  some  ornament,  and  which  were 
so. placed  on  the  inside,  that  if  a  heavy 
blow  of  a  sabre  fell  on  the  helmet,  it  most 
fracture  the  skull  of  the  wearer ;  and  yet 
it  was  all  done  for  the  convenience  of  the 
soldier.    He  had  been  told,  however,  tbst 
by  the  present  foolish  and  ridiculous  man- 
ner of  eooipping  the  cavalry,  the  colonels 
pocketed  700/.  a  year,  while  the  men  lost 
an  aggregate  of    400/. ;    nor  were  the 
helmets  of  that  use  they  were  pretended 
to  be.    Let  any  gentleman  pass  by  the 
HorseGoards,  and  look  at  the  little  straight 
cap,  bolt  upright,  with  no  shade  for  the 
eye,  in  son  or  rain,  and  then  judge  whe- 
ther the  comfort  of  the  soldier  was  con« 
suited.    He  had  seen  the  10th  regiment 
reviewed  some  years  ago  under  the  cooh 
mand  of  sir  Charles  Grey,  and  a  finer  sod 
more  fitly  droiaad  body  of  men  wtf* 
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neTer  men :  if  a  noldier  equipped  in  the 
fashion   of  the  present  day  bad  ridden 
throagh  the  line,  the  whole  regtment  mutt 
have  burst  into  laughier.    Another  pre* 
posteroDs  part  of  their  equipment  was  the 
saddles.     England  was  celebrated  for  its 
iadlery,  and  on  the  continent  nothing  was 
more  eagerly  sought  after  than  an  English 
saddle ;  but  that  which  the  horse  guards 
had  was  any  thing  but  a  saddle :  two  sticks 
and  a  bit  of  leather  composed  its  whole 
construction.     He  regretted  to  see  such 
mummery— every  Englishman  laughed  at 
them   as  they  passed  along  the  streets. 
The  noble  lord  had  called  his  hon.  friend 
faeetious :    the  board  of  general  officers 
were  far  more  facetious,  for  they  made  all 
England    laugh    every   day.     He  could 
wish  also  that  the  national  colour  had  not 
been  departed  from.    All  the  continental 
troops  nearly  were  clothed  in  blue  uni* 
forms :  why  had  we  adopted  that  colour  ? 
Many  fatal  accidents  had  happened  in 
consequence  of  it.     Our  men,  mistaking 
the  enemy,  had  fallen  into  their  hands : 
sometimes  they  had  fallen  by  the  hands 
of  their  own  comrades,  who  mistook  them 
for  the  enemy.     He  saw  no  occasion  for 
any  change.     Red  was  the    established 
English  colour,  and  the  soldier  was  proud 
of  it.    With  regard  to  the  estimates  them« 
selves,  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  de- 
ferred.   The  noble  lord  bad  not  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for  the  10,000/.  for  re- 
pairing the  Horse  Guards.     He  had  talked 
of  buildings    at  Kew  and    barracks  at 
Knightsbridge  ;  but  there  wa^  no  distinct 
specification  of  expences.    Ai  to  the  bar- 
racks in  Ireland,  he  felt  much  inclined  to 
divide  the  Committee  upon  that  point,  if  it 
were  only  to  punish  the  negligence  of 
tha  noble  lord,  in  coming  to  that  House 
unprepared  with  proper  information  on 
the   subject.     He    knew    nothing    about 
them ;   neither  where  they  were  to  be 
built,  nor  of  what  they  were  to  be  built, 
but  he  would  enquire,  and  tell  the  House 
another  time.    The  noble  lord  ought  to 
wait  till  another  time,  then,  before  he  bad 
the   money  voted.     He  hoped  his  hon. 
friend's  Kesolution  respecting  the  pay- 
master to  the  forces,  would  be  pressed  to 
a  division,  for  that  it  was  a  sinecure  ap- 
peared from  the  mouth  of  the  noble  lord 
liimself.     It  was  better  to  have  one  pay- 
master at  4,000'.  a  year,  than  two  at 
S,000/.  a  year  each,  for  then  ministers 
Would  have,  perhaps,  one  vote  the  less  in 
that  House.     It  was  perfectly  within  the 
power  of -the  Committee  to  aooul  the  of- 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


flee,  and  it  would  become  them  to  shew 
the  country  that  they  were  anxious  to  save 
the  public  money,  and  to  abridge  the  in- 
'fluence  of  the  crown  in  that  House.* 

Mr.  Ped  said,  he  knew  four  of  the 
places  in  Ireland  at  which  barracks  were 
established — Kilkenny,  Newtown,  New 
Bridge,  and  the  aeighboorhood  of  Dublin. 
No  money  was  so  well  spent  as  that  which 
was  thus  laid  out,  as  he  was  confident  thafc 
a  great  saving  was'  effected  by  erecting 
permanent  barracks. 

Mr.  WhUhread  remarked,  that  the  esti- 
mate should  have  contained  an  account  of 
the  sums  expended,  and  likely  to  be  ex- 
pended, on  each  barrack,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  barrack  estimates  for  England. 
As  to  another  item  of  the  Irish  expendi- 
ture, nothing  could  be  more  galling  to  the 
public  than  to  see  sums  of  money  voted 
annually  to  such  an  eminent  public  de-* 
faulter  as  general  Delancy. 

Mr.  PeeC  said,  that  detailed  accounts 
could  not  be  expected  in  such  oases  ai 
that  of  the  Irish  barracks.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman should  have  moved  for  such  ac- 
count in  an  earlier  part  of  the  session,  and 
it  would  have  been  produced. 

Lord  Castiereagh  allowed  that  thiswa^ 
the  time  for  entering  into  a  detailed  exa- 
mination of  the  expenditure  of  the  army* 
but  thought  that  the  arguments  which  had 
been  brought  forward  respecting  insuf- 
ficiency of  detail,  were  only  some  of  those 
parliamentary  shifts  to  put  off  a  decision 
on  a  question  which  were  so  well  known 
to  the  hon.  gentleman.  His  noble  friend 
had  not  expressed  his  contempt  of  small 
savings,  but  had  merely  tola  the  com- 
mittee that  he  should  deceive  them  if  he 
led  them  to  suppose  that  any  considerable 
saving  could  be  made  in  the  Army  Esti- 
mates, without  as  considerable  a  redfuction 
of  our  military  force.  Indeed,  of  all  the 
proposed  savines,  that  which  had  been 
suggested  on  the  local  militia,  was  the 
only  one  of  magnitude,  and  this  could  not 
be  effected  without  departing  from<  the 
principles  laid  down  by  parliament  in  its 
act  relative  to  this  force ;  that  this  country 
should  never  be  left  without  sufficient  in- 
ternal means  of  defence.  Of  this  con- 
sciousness of  security  the  country  had 
often  during  the  present  war  felt  the  ad- 
vantage. £i  contradiction  to  what  had 
been  affirmed  by  an  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site, he  could  assert  that  our  army  was  on 
the  increase,  add  particularly  in  the  Bri« 
tish  part  of  it.  The  British  recruits  were, 
indeed,  sufficient  tti  coyer  the  deficlehciea 
(♦G) 
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in  our  army,  at  this  time  greater  than  at 
any  period  of  our  history.  It  was  indeed 
a  prodigy  that  we,  who  had  never  before 
had  the  character  of  a  military  nation, 
could  present  ourselves  before  £urope  with 
230,000  regular  troops,  together  with  a 
Tegular  militia  which  raised  that  lyumber 
to  300,000.  This  military  pre-eminence 
was  owing^in  a  great  measure  to  the  system 
of  recruiting  from  the  militia  regiments, 
which  he  bad  felt  ii  his  duty  (at  that  time 
disagreeable),  to  bring  forward.  No 
other  plan  would  have  proved  so  effectual. 
Hh  challenged  those«twho  differed  from 
him  in  this  to  meet  him  on  the  subject. 
The  rage  for  limited  service  had  gone  by, 
and  out  of  H.OOO  men  who  bad  enlisted, 
12.000  had  preferred  unlimited  service. 
The  discussion  aa  to  the  limited  service,  as 
compared  with  service  for  life,  he  should 
be  ready  to  enter  into,  if  brought  forward 
distinctly.  There  did  not  appear  to  be  in 
the  minds  of  recruits  so  strong  a  rage  as 
bad  been  represented  for  limited  ser- 
vice, as  it  might  be  seen  by  documents 
that,  as  he  had  already,  stated,  out  of 
14,000  recruits,  12.000  had  enlisted  for  an 
unlimited  term. — Much  had  been  said 
during  the  discussion  concerning  the  dress 
and  equipage  of  the  soldiery,  but  this  was 
one  which  he  thought  the  House  was  pe- 
culiarly unfit  to  judge  cL  In  support  of 
this  assertion,  the  noble-  lord  observed, 
that  though  the  foreign  saddle  was  so  much  ' 
decried,  it  did  not  subject  the  horses  to 
tore  backs,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Eng- 
lish saddle ;  and  though  he,  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen,  preferred  the  old 
japanned-  cavalry  helmet  to  the  modern 
brass  one,  yet  on  consulting  a  cavalry  of- 
ficer, he  found  that  the  former^  in  hot 
coantriesy  cracked,  and  consequently,  in 
the  event  of  rain,  was  immediately  de- 
stroyed. After  remarking  that  the  10,000/. 
proposed  for  the  Horse  Guards  included 
also  the  repairs  of  other  barracks,  the 
noble  lord  said  that  he  consoled  himself- 
with  the  thought,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  was  so  acut^  at  picking  holes  in  a 
statement  in  any  line,  had  raised  such 
trifling  objections  to  that  of  his  noble 
friend.  The  objections  to  the  state  of  the 
office  of  paymaster  could  not  bear  on  the 
expence,  and  as  to  the  constitutional 
point,  if  any  objection  were  raised  on  the 
score  of  influence,  it  should  be  brought  on 
as  a  separate  motion ;  it  was  one  which 
could  not  properly  be  disposed  of  in  a 
committee  of  supply. 
Mr.  Whitln-ead  remarked,  tbat  in  a  Bill 
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which  be  had  introduced  to  prevent  the 
holders  of  certain  officer  from  sitting  la 
parliament,  the  joint  paymaster  of  the 
army  \vas  included. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  no  explanatory 
answers  bad  been  given  to  the  arguments 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  subject  of 
the  home  staff.  He  would  agree  that  they 
were  not  to  judge  by  the  amount  of  the 
staff  what  vvere  the  number  of  the  troops 
at  home ;  at  the  same  time  the  estimates 
ought  to  be  conformable  to  the  expence. 
The  noble  lord  said,  it  was  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Horse  Guards,  but  for  other 
purposes ;  then  why  not  state  the  contin- 
gency fairly.  They  were  intitled  to  be 
informed  what  the  estimates  were  for.  la 
the  instance  of  barracks,  they  were  not 
told  where  the  barracks  were  that  were 
included  in  the  estimate.  Another  point 
was  not  explained,  why  the  life  guards 
were  sent  abroad  :  they  were  sent  at  a 
greater  expence  than  any  force  of  the 
same  nature  could  have  been  sent,  when 
it  was  acknowledged  on  all  hands  they 
were  most  unfit  for  foreign  service.  Out 
of  this  estimate,  in  his  opinion,  600,000/. 
or  700,000/.  might  be  saved  to  the  coun- 
try. As  to  the  volunteer  corps,  the  ex- 
pence  of  which  might  be  estimated  at 
209,000/.  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
them  from  sinking  that  expence  altoge* 
tber,  as  long  as  the  country  remained  in  a 
state  of  tranquillity.  If  it  was  necessary  to 
call  out  the  local  militia  this  year,  itniigbt 
be  as  well  in  the  month  of  October  as  Mayi 
and  in  his  opinion,  under  the  circom- 
stances  of  the  country,  the  drilling  for 
three  weeks  this  year  might  be  dispensed 
with,  which  would  save  another  large sanif 
and  by  this  kind  of  recess  they  would 
gain  a  great  number  of  converts  to  the 
system,  when  they  found  they  would  be 
onlv  obliged  to  drill  vvhen  the  necessity 
or  danger  of  the  country  imperiously  call- 
ed upon  them:  a  saving  of  *50,000/. 
would  thus  be  effected.  As  to  the  poiaf. 
relative  to  the  office  of  paymaster,  it 
would  be  debated  this  week  on  the  Bill 
which  be  had  the  honour  to  produce  to  that 
House.  He  would  agree,  that  whenever 
there  was  an  inefficient  office,  all  timei 
were  proper  to  do  away  with  it ;  at  the 
same  time  he  did  not  tnink  the  country 
would  gain  much  by  abolishing  the  joint 
office,  as  the  business  of  it  had  so  much  ifl* 
creased,  and  the  great  attention  that  bu 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Long)  had  paid  to  the 
department  would  be  the  means  of  pr^ 
venting  othera  from  departing  bom  bu 
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precedent.  The  sitaaiion  had  been  divided 
for  parliamentary  and  other  purposes.  He 
woald,  however,  support  the  amendment ; 
he  could  not  do  otherwise,  as  it  was  ahvays 
his  principle  to  do  away  with  a.  sinecure 
place.  Savings  of  10,000/.  or  20,0001. 
were  not  im material.  They  were  small  as 
to  the  whole  amount  of  our  taxes,  but  not 
small  as  to  the  principle.  As  to  the  Irish 
barrack  service,  he  recommended  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  practice  of  laying  papers 
annually  on  the  subject  before  the  House, 

Lord  Castkrcagh  said,  that  the  only 
ex  pence  incurred  by  sending  the  lire 
guards  to  the  peninsula  was  the  raising  of 
another  troop ;  heHhougbt  it  was  but  fair 
they  should  have  gone,  otherwise  they 
would  be  deprived  of  the  ordinary  advan- 
tages of  the  army.  The  extraordinaries 
of  a  regiment  of  life  guards  on  foreign 
service  were  not  greater  than  those  of  any 
other,  regiment.  Though  it  was  not  de* 
sirable  that  this  heavy  corps  should  per* 
form  the  duty  adapted  to  lighter  troops, 
yet  it  was  essential,  in  time  of  action,  to 
have  a  body  of  cavalry,  of  such  weight, 
apd  so  efficient  in  every  respect  as  that  in 
qtkcstion,  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle. 
It  was  by  the  desire  of  lord  Wellington 
that  Ihey  were  sent  in  his  rear  to  the 
Tagtts,  instead  of  having  been  forwarded 
by  Corunna  to  Castile,  and  in  that  gallant 
general's  last  dispatches,  he  said,  he  had 
reviewed  the  life  guards  and  the  Oxford 
blues,  and  never  saw  such  fine  cavalry 
io  his  life.  As  to  the  saving' proposed 
by  the  hoir.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
as  it  related  to  the  volunteer  corps  and 
local  militia,  there  might  be  some,  but  it 
would  be  so  trifling  that  the  experiment 
would  not  make  amends  for  it. 

Mr.  Wn  Smith  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord  with  respect  to  the  local  militia,  and 
thought  that  in  tbe  course  of  20  years,  if 
properly  kept  op,  it  would  afford  the  most 
effectual  defence  for  the  country.  He 
disapproved  of  the  mode  of  enlisting  men 
for  life,  in  the  moment  of  intoxication,  or 
under  circumstances  equally  improper; 
and  thought  that  the  way  to  ascertain 
the  superior  eligibility  of  the  two  methods 
of  enlisting  for  life  or  for  seven  years,  >iras 
not  to  ask  a  man  who  was  enlisted  the 
other  day,  whether  he  repented  of  his  re- 
solution, but  toask  him  seven  years  hence. 
With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
army  was  c)othed|  he  did  not  see  why 
gentlemen  in  that  House  might  not  form 
an  opinion  on  it,  when  their  opinion 
was  the  same  aa  that  of  every  man  they. 
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met  in  the  streets,  as  well  as  of  the  per« 
sons  who  were  condemned  to  wear  these 
trappings,  only  fit  for  a  mc^untebank.  The 
boo.  member  agreed  that  permanent  bar- 
racks might  be  less  expensive  than  tern* 
porary  ones,  in  time  of  war,  but  contend-- 
ed  tfajp  they  would  be  more  expensive  in 
the  intervals  of  peace,  which  be  hoped 
would  be  longer  than  they  had  lately  been. 
He  considered  the  argument  of  his  hon* 
friend  near  him,  with  respect  to  the  joint 
paymastership,  as  perfectly  conclusive.  If 
the  paymaster's  duty  could  be  performed 
by  one  person,  it  ought  to  be  performed 
by  one  person^ 

Lord  Milion  spoke  to  the  same  effect, 
and  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

Lord  PaUnentcn  explained,  that  what  he 
had  said  with  respect  to  small  savings  re- 
ferred to  the  impossibility  of  reducing  the 
great  bulk  of  the  estimate.     , 

Mr.  Huskmott  confessed  that  the  force 
of  argument  employed  against  the  double- 
pay-master»ship,  would  compel  him  to 
give  his  vote  against  it,  and  expressed  a 
wish  that  the  vote  as  to  the  home  staff 
should  be  postponed  till  further  informa- 
tion was  obtained  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Cattkrtii^k  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Committee  could  not,  with  propriety,  post* 
pone  the  staff  estimate,  because  no  mate- 
rial reduction  could  be  made  in  that 
branch  without  injury.  The  number  of 
troops  in  England  and  Ireland  was  very 
considerable,  but  the  staff  should  not  be 
proportional  to  the  number  of  troops, 
but  to  the  number  of  divisions  in  the 
districts  over  which  the  troops  extended. 
The  reduction  of  any  part  of  the  staff' 
would  be  injurious,  because  it  would 
cause  a  want  of  vigilance  and  regolarity 
in  the  lower  departroenu.  There  #ere' 
not  leu  than  1 30,000  men  on  home  ser- 
vice in  England  and  Ireland.  This  body 
reouired  a  Targe  superintending  staff. 

The  House  then  divided  upon  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Creevey,    - 

For  it 40 

Against  it 124 

Majority • 

Lut  of  ihe  MinorUy. 

Atberley,  A.  Duncaouoo,  lonl 

Aubrey,  si^  J.  Fiiagerald,  M. 

Baokes,  H.  Gonloo,  R. 

Babiai(ton,Tbo.  Guise,  sir  W. 

Beooet,  Hod.  H.  O/  Ualsev,  G. 

BroaJbead,  T.  HamfTion,  lord  A. 

Calvert,  Cha.  Hornby,  B. 

Greevey,  T.  Hoskinson,  W. 

CampMV  lord  J.  JohnstODe,  C* 


Keck,  Lee 
Kemp,  Tiio. 
Lefevre,  S. 
Lemoo,  sir  W. 
Llo^D,  M. 
M  Bitland,  F. 
MurtiD,  H. 
Methoen,  P. 
Milton,  lord 
Monisk,  fir  C 
Newman,— 
Ossulston,  lord 

The  original  question  was  then  carried^ 
and  the  cofisideration  of  the  remainder  of 
the  Eitimates  postponed  to  Friday. 


PameUtSirH. 
JRaoclijSe,  lord 
RamsdeOyJ. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  R. 
Smith,  Wm.   . 
Speirs,  A« 
Tnomton,  H« 
Western,  €. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wilkins,  W« 
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given  to  bin,  for  bis  distiogvisbed  exer- 
tiops  in  the  baule  of  Sul^maoc^  upw  the 
22d  of  July  last,  wbicb  termin^d  in  a 
glorious  and  decisive  victory  (Mrer  the 
enemv's  army ;  and  Mr.  Spea)c§r  gave 
bim  the  Thanks  of  the  House  accordingly, 
as  followetfa ; 

'^  Lieut.  General  Sir.Stapletoa  Cotton ; 
In  tbis  interval  between  the  acti^r^  seasoiu 
of  war,  yoar  proper  sphere  .of  4aty  is 
within  these  walls;  and  we  bail  wiib 
pride  and  pleasnre  your  return  amongst 
us,  bringing  with  you  fresh  marks  of  royal 
favour,  the  just  reward  of  fresh  services 
and  triumphs. 

"  Descended  from  a  long  line  of  ances- 
tors,  whose  names  are  recorded  io  the 
earliest  ages  of  our  history,  and  charac- 
terised with  those  fgaaliti^s  of  prudence, 
generosity,  and  valour,  wbicb  have  laid 
the  foundations  of  English  greatness,  yoor 
race  has  exhibited  many  a  model  of  that 
splendid  worth  which  dignifies  the  gen- 
tlemen of  England,  always  prompt  Co  dis- 
charge the  laborious  .duties  of  <)ivil  life, 
and  never  slow  to  take  up  arms  at  the  call 
of  their  country.  Such,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  was  that  venerated  person  from 
whom  you  have  immediately  derived 
your  own  hereditary  honours,  endeaied 
by  bis  active  virtues  to  the  public  men  of 
his  own  times,  not  unknown  to  some  vbo 
still  sit  amongst  us,  and^ever  remembered 
by  myself  with  the  sipcecest  sentiments 
of  respect  and  affection. 

"  But,  Sir,  when  the  path  of  early  life 
lay  open  to  your  choice,  the  then  warlike 
state  of  the  world  called  forth  a  coogenisl 
spirit,  and  your  niilitaty  ardour  led  you  to 
encounter  the  toils  and  dangers  of  war  ia 
distant  climates.  Trained  in  the  same 
camps,  and  animated  by  the  same  love 
of  glory,  as  the  great  captain  whono^ 
commands  our  armies*  and  fills  the  world 
with  his  renown,  you  haveliravely  folk»w« 
ed  his  brilliant  career,  and  shared  in  his 
unexampled  triumphs.  Renouncing  the 
charms  of  ease,  and  the  seat  of  your  an" 
cestors,  you  have  gallantly  gone  forth  to 
the  tent^  fields  of  Portugal  and  Spsin } 
and,  having  reaped  the  harvest  of  our 
thanks  for  your  achievements  in  the  battle 
of  Talavera,  you  now  stand  before  os 
crowned  with  the  never«fading  lauveU  of 
Salamanca:  your  squadrons,  upon  tbst 
memorable  day,  overthrowing  the  enemy  * 
embattled  ranks,  laid  open  the  ioa<l  to 
victory ;  and  the  work  which  your  gal* 
lantry  had  commenced,  your  triumpbsflt 
peneverance  completed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

T\tesdayp  March  9. 

Ilchester  Gaou]  Mr.  Dkkmion  re- 
called to  the  r^ecollection  of  an  bon.  ba- 
ronet a  petition  which  he  had  on  a 
former  occasion  presented  to  the  House, 
from  some  persons  confined  in  Ilcbester 
gaol,  for  a  riot  at  Bath ;  and  who,  in  their 
petition,  complained  of  ill-treatments  He 
also  recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the 
hon.  baronet  the  circumstance  of  his  hav* 
ing  produced  a  loaf  in  the  House,  which 
had  been  sent  from  the  prisoners  confined 
in  some  jail.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  hon.  baronet  meant  to  proceed 
any  further  with  those  complaints. 

Sir  F.  Burden  replied,  that  bis  time  bad 
been  so  much  engaged  by  an  election 
committee,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to 
proceed  further  in  the  business  of  these 
petitions ;  and  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
pressing  the  matter  any  further  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Dickifuon  wished  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  baronet  had  inquired  into  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  in  the  petitions  which 
he  had  laid  before  the  House  ? 

Sir  F.  Bwrdeti  replied,  that  the  causes 
of  the  complaints  preferred  in  the  petitions 
bad  been  removed.. 

Mr.  Dickifuon  wished  to  ask  the  bon. 
baronet  whether  the  loaf  which  be  bad 
produced  bad  been  sentfrom  the  Ilcbester 
or  the  Bath  jail. 

Sir  F,  Burdeti  answered,  that  it  bad 
been  sent  to  him  from  Batb. 

Thanks  op  the  House  gitbv  to 
Lieutenant  General  Sir  Stapleton 
Cotton.]  Lieut.  General  Sir  Stapleton 
Cottoii  being  come  to  the  House,  Mr. 
Spealcer  acquainted  bim,  that  the  House 
had,  upon  the  3d  of  December  last  re- 
solved, tbi^  the  Thanks  of  the  Hoose  bo 
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«<  Tbese  hecoic  exploks  have  agani  en* 
titled  you  to  lb«  public  gratitude ;  aAd  I 
do  now  in  the  Aame  aod  by  t^e  commaiwi 
of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britaio  and  Ire- 
land in  parliament  assembled,  delirer  to 
yaa  their  unanimous  Thanjcs  for  your  dis- 
tinguished exertions  in  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca, on  the  2Sd  of  July  laat,  which  ter- 
minated in  a  glorious  and  decisive  victory 
over  the  enemy's  army/' 

Upon  which  Lieut.  General  Sir  Siapktm 
Cotton  said ;  * 

"  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  cannot  express  how 
much  I  feel  gratified  and  honoured  by  the 
vote  of  thanks  which  has  been  passed  by 
this  House^  and  conveyed  to  me  by  you. 
Sir,  in  so  flattering  a  manner ;  I  am  in- 
debted to  the  discipline  and  bravery  of 
the  troops  I  have  the  honour  to  command 
for  thia  most  distinguished  reward. 

**  In  9eal  for  the  service,  and  attftch- 
ment  to  my  king  and  country,  I  yield  to 
no  man;  my  feeble  efibrts  shall  ever  be 
exerted  to  render  myself  worthy  of  the 
very  great  hopour  which  has  b^en  con- 
ferred upon  me." 

Ordered,  nem,  con.  That  what  has  been 
now  «aid  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  giving  (he 
Thanks  of  this  House  to  Lieut.  General 
Sir  Stapleton  Cottoni  together  with  his 
Answer  thereto^  be  printed  in  the  Votes  of 
this  day. 

AaMY  Estimates.]  Mr.  Lushington 
brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Mr.  Vrteoty  intimated  his  intention,  in 
consequence  of  the  important  business 
which  stood  for  that  night,  to  postpone 
until  that  day  week,  his  motion  relative 
to  the  second  paymaster  of  the  forces,  and 
his  deputy. 

The  various  Resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  that  for 
granting  460,587/.  di.  44^.  for  Barracks, 
which  being  read, 

Mr.  Fremamlt  drew  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  item  in  this  grant  of  1125,667/. 
for  new  barracks  in  Ireland,  respecting 
which  no  information  whatever  had  last 
night  been  afforded  by  ministers.  Con- 
ceiving it  highly  proper  that  the  House 
ahould  be  told  the  object  and  tl^e  extent 
of  these  projected  buildings,  he  .would 
move  an  amendment  to  suspend  the  grant 
of  this  123,667/.  hj  substituting  the  sum 
of  334,920/.  Of.  4a.  for  460,387/.  6i.  4i/. 
in  tlie  Resolntion  aubmitted  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Hotite. 


l^QKd  Pdvier$ttm  oli^erv/ed,  tha^  fiis  righl 
hon.  friend  and  himself  J^ad  last  nigbl 
stated  all  that  they  could  r^CiCoUQict  on  ib^ 
subjepjt  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  ^nqpu-y* 
For  several  years  a  considerable  numbev 
of  barracks  bad  been  in  progress  in  Ire-* 
land,  in  order  to  relieve  the  cjyil  con^mur* 
nity  from  the  great  pressure  of  the  troops^ 
and  to  save  to  the  public  the  expence  of 
hiring  buildings  fof  the  purpose.  Several 
of  those  barracks  were  to  have  been  com-« 
pieted  by  the  end  of  1S12 ;  aUbough  hn 
was  not  aware  whether  they  had  actually, 
been  so  complete^.  Another  deacriptioo 
of  barracks  was  al^  in  s.uch  forwardness  io 
Ireland,  as  to  be  expected  to  be  brought 
to  a  completion  in  the  present  y^ar.  Tbo 
effect  of  agreeing  to  the  hon.  gentleman'a 
amendment  would  be,  that  these  worksj 
so  begun,  would  be  suspended;  and  that 
the  money  already  expended  would  bo 
totally  lost  to  the  public.  If  the  lipo« 
gentleman  wished  for  more  detailed  ac« 
counts  on  the  subject  be  was  sure  ihal 
bis  hon.  friend  would  be  v«ry  ready  to 
produce  them. 

Mr.  FremimtU  declared*  that  he  would 
not  press  his  amendmant  if  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  would  assure  him,  that  ho 
would  lay  before  the  House  all  these  de- 
tails, which  in  his  opinion  were  indispen- 
4ible  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Peele  having  intimated  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  production  of  the  in« 
formation  required,  and  ihat  the  hon.  gen« 
tleman  might  have  bad  it  before  bad  he 
chosen  to  move  for  it,  Mr.  f remantle 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

CoMMITTEfi    OH    TRB    StATB     QP      TUa 

Laws  aPPECTUio  the  Romaii  Cathoucs..] 
Mr.  Grattan  moved  the  order  of  ibe 
day,  for  the  House  "  to  resolve  iuelf  into 
"  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hduse,  to  takci 
«  into  its  most  serious^  consideration  the 
*'  state  of  the  Lawn  arreting  his  Majesty's 
*'  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Great  Britain 
"  and  Ireland,  wiib  a  view  to  such  a  final 
"  and  conciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be 
*'  conducive  to  the  peace  and  strength  of 
"  the  United  Kingdom,  to  the  atabiiity  of 
*'  the  Frotestant  esublishment,  and  to  the 
''  general  satisfaction  and  concord  of  all 
**  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.'' 

On  the  motion,  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  Liuftington  said,  that  as  perbans  af* 
terthe  Speaker  had  left  the  chair,  he  snonld 
have  no  opportooiiy  of  delivering  bis  aea* 
timenta  on  the  importaoi  question  tbea  be* 
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fore  the  Hoosei  he  trusted  to  their  indul- 
gence for  a  short  time,  while  he  briefly 
expressed  his  sentimeDts  upon  the  aobject : 
and  be  hoped,  at  the  same  time,  that  no 
accusation  of  intolerance  or  bigotry  would 
be  preferred  against  him,  for  the  opinions, 
he  was  about  to  utter.  He  was  as  sincere 
a  friend  to  tolerance,  when  it  could  be 
safely  granted,  as  the  hon.  gentlemen 
who  were  the  warmest  advocates  of  the 
Catholic  cause,  and  he  was  confident  he 
might  say  the  same  of  the  respectable 
clergy  of  the  city  he  had  the  honour  to 
represent  (Canterbury.)  They  had,  it 
was  true,  presented  a  petition  against  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,' but  it 
was  on  the  gsounds  he  had  just  professed, 
and  which  were  not  removed  by  the  pro- 
positions of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  introduced  the  motion.  That  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
have  established  sufficient  grounds  to  over- 
•et  at  once  all  the' land-marks  of  the  con- 
atitution,  as  settled  by  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
This  fundamental  law  of  the  land  had  been 
attacked  on  account  of  the  temper  of  the 
times  it  which  it  was  enacted.  No  refe- 
rence, however,  had  been  made  to  the 
time  in  which,  previous  to  that,  Roman 
Catholics  enjoyed  civil  power  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  this  he  considered  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  ^s  a  proof  of 
discretion ;  for  surely  their  conditct  in 
those  times  of  their  power,  would  not  have 
disposed  the  House  in  ^favour  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  nor  had  be  referred  the  House  to 
the  example  of  other  countries  where  the 
Catholics  enjoyed  political  power,  and 
where  the  concord  and  conciliation  of  all 
classes  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  thereby 
promoted.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
commented  on  the  perpetual  variations  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
present  day.  He  was  afraid  that  by  yield- 
ing to  the  demands  of  the  Catholics,  the 
very  feverse  of  concord  and  conciliation 
would  be  the  consequence  as  long  as  they 
professed  their  obnoxious  doctrines.  The 
Catholics  had  shewn  no  disposition  to  con- 
cession. A  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Canning)  had  proposed  last  session  a  mo- 
tion in  their  favour,  but  it  had  been  hardly 
carried,  when  the  Roman  Catholics  de- 
clared that  they  would  listen  to  no  con- 
cession whatever  on  their  side.  Again, 
lord  Grenville  had  announced  in  another 
place,  that  they  were  disposed  to  concede 
the  Veto,  but  he  had  scarcely  returned 
home  when  the  same  Roman  Catholics  de- 
MJitA  every  asicrMon  he  ^ad  made  in  their 


favouri  and,  as  it  was  supposed,  in  their 
names.  In  this  state  of  things  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  before 
be  proceeded  to  press  the  House  to  adopt 
new  measures,  to  shew  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  had  really  and  sincerely  aban- 
doned those  obnoxious  doctrines,  which 
first  made  restrictions  necessary.  After 
the  writings  lately  published  and  avowed 
by  that  society,  he  saw  no  hopes  whatever 
of  any  accommodation,  and  in  that  view  of 
the  subject  he  hoped'that  the  House  fvould 
agree  with  him  that  their  best  way  was  to 
retrace  their  steps.  They  were  to  go  back 
to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  on  that  topic  he 
had  been  astonished  to  hear  a  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Plunket) 
whose  eloquence  he  admired  as  much  as 
any  one«  declare  on  the  first  night  of  the 
debate,  that  he  saw  no  specific  exclasion 
of  the  Catholics  contained  in  that  Act. 
He  maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
principle  was  contained  in  the  very  pre- 
amble, which  stated  that  restrictions  were 
necessary  against  them,  as  long  as  they 
retained  the  obnoxious  opinions  imputed 
to  them.  Another  confirmation  of  that 
principle  was  to  be  found  in  the  preamble 
of  the  3 1st  of  his  present  Majesty,  to  grant 
further  immunities ;  for  that  preamble 
stated,  that  whereas  certain  doctrines  dan* 
gerous  to  the  state  and  to  civil  liberty, 
were  attributed  to  the  Catholics,  and 
whereas  they  were  willing  to  disclaim  the 
same,  it  was  advisable  to  do  away  certain 
of  the  disqualifications  .by  which  Ihey  had 
been  hitherto  affected,  on  their  disclaimiDg* 
those  doctrines.  From  this  he  conceived 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  prove  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  utterly  disclaimed -those  opinions,  be- 
fore he  called  upon  the  House  to  grant 
them  farther  indulgences.  He  was  desirous 
of  impressing  on  the  minds  of  the  Home 
the  necessity  of  ascertaining  how  far  the 
dangers,  against  which  the  Bill  of  Rights 
had  provided,  were  removed,  before  they 
did  away  the  securities  which  were  in- 
tended to  protect  the  Protestant  constita- 
tion  and  establishments  in  church  and 
state.  .  He  could  not  distinctly  see  from 
the  speeches  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  op- 
posite, the  nature  of  the  securities  which 
were  meant  to  be  substituted  ;  and  if  i^ 
were  once  pro:red  to  him  that  they  were 
likely  to  be  satisfactory,  nogman  could  be 
more  willing  than  himself  to  grant  further 
indulgence  to  the  Roman  Catholics;  he 
wished  for  nothing  more  than  to  promote 
concord  among  all  classes  of  his  Majesty  < 
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rabjecU ;  but  be  was  afraid  that  the  coir- 
tinuation  of  the  diicussion  would  have  no 
other  effect  but  that  of  traosplanting  iuto 
this  couotry  those  scenes  of  tumult  and 
discord  which  had  too  often^  and  so  lately 
disgraced  Ireland. 

The  House  then  resolved  ittelf  into  a 

«  

Committee,  Mr.  Wrottesley  in  the  chair, 
upon  which, 

Mr.  Graitan  rose  and  said,  that  he  had 
thought  it  unnecessary  and  inconvenient 
the  other  night,  when  the  House  shewed 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  come  to  the  ques- 
tion, to  go  at  large  into  any  reply  to  the 
arguments  against  his  motion.  He  would 
now,  however,  remark  upon  several  of 
them  ;  and  in  doing  so  he  thought  it  right 
to  observe,  that  he  had  made  an  alteration 
in- the  Resolution,  as  it  was  originally  pro- 
posed. It  did  not,  however,  at  all  alter 
the  principle,  but  merely  modi6ed  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  expressed.  The 
alteration  which  he  was  sure  could  not 
jneet  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  measure,  was  to  this  effect : 
That  the  House  would  take  measures  for 
restoring  to  the  Catholics  the  privileges  of 
the  constitution,  subject,  however,  to  cer- 
tain exceptions,  and  under  socb  regula- 
tions as  might  be  deemed  necessary  to 
support  the  Protestant  establishment  in 
church  and  state.  This  was  a  suggestion 
proposed  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  with 
whom,  in  principle,  he  completely  agreed : 
and  be  did  most  willingly  comply  with 
it,  not  as  any  dereliction  of  the  principle, 
but  as  a  modification  of  the  terms  in  which 
it  was  conceived.  With  regard  to  the 
church  of  Scotland  and  the  people  of  that 
communion,  they  seemed  to  be  perfectly 
acquiescent  in  the  wisdom  of  parliament 
on  this  question.  It  was  of  great  import- 
ance to  his  motion  that  he  could  say  that 
the  presbytery  of  Scotland  were  not  hostile 
to  the  measure. of  concession  and  concilia- 
tion. The  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  were, 
indeed,. against  the  Catholics,  but  that  of 
Glasgow  was  favourable  ;  and  he  might 
conclude  from  their  not  having  petitioned^ 
that  the  great  bodjr  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land was  friendly  to  the  Catholic- cause, 
l^or  could  it  be  maintamed,  that  the 
church  of  England,  generally  speaking, 
was  against  the  principle,  thongh  many  of 
its  members  had  been  more  active  in  op- 
posing the  measure,  than  the  Scottish  clergy 
nad  been;  and  though  it  might  be  grant- 
ed that  many  of  the  clergy  were  not 
placable,  yet  it  did  not  follow  as  a  truth 


that  the  people  of  England  were  in  gene- 
ral hostile  to  the  communication  of  their 
own  privileges  to  the  people  of  Ireland* 
The  opposition  to  the  Catholic  claims  was 
respectable:  but  at  the  same  time  they 
had  received  great  and  e^cient  support. 
Notwithstanding  the  opposition,  to  which 
he  would  not  deny  the  name  of  respect* 
able,  how  were  we  wan*anted  to  say,  that 
the  people  of  England  were  against  the 
motion,  when  so  ^w  great  public  bodies 
had  expressed  their  opinion  ?  If  such  was 
the  case  with  the  people  of  England,  sure 
he  was  that  the  great  body  of  the  Protest- 
ants in  Ireland  were  still  less  unfavourable. 
The  most  respectable  of  the  petitions  from 
that  part  of  the  empire  also  were  not 
founded  on  the  principle  of  opposition^ 
but  on  the  principle  of  security  to  exiMt- 
ing  establishments.  He  had  no  doubt,  in 
short,  that  the  weight  of  Ireland,  both  iu 
point  of  property  and  respectability,  was 
decidedly  in  favour  ofthe  Catholics. 

But  supposing  that  the  sense  of  the  na- 
tion was  divided  on  the  subject,  this  fur- 
nished, in  his  mind,  a  decisive  argument 
for  finishing  the  controversy  by  the  wis- 
dom of  parliament :  if  they  found  the 
country  in  a  dispute^  it  was  their  duty  to 
terminate  it  as  soon  as  possible.  The  truth 
was,  that  too  many  at  present  of  those 
who  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  consti- 
tution, founded  their  arguments  for  exclu- 
sion on  topics  which  affronted  and  insult- 
ed those  who  were  out  of  this  constitu- 
tion; the  controversy,  therefore,  must 
proceed  to  mischief,  unless  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  interfered.  He  was  convinced 
that  many  people  in  England,  who  signed 
these  Anti-ci|tholic  petitions,  did  not  un- 
derstand the  ultimate  object  to  which  they 
led ;  but  were  influenced  by  misconcep- 
tions and  prejudices.  If,  for  instance, 
they  were  asked,  in  plain  terms,  whe- 
ther they  believed  the  Catholics  were  ene- 
mies to  liberty,  and  disaffected  to  govern- 
ment ?  be  had  little  doubt  they  would  an- 
swer in  the  negative ;  but,  one  opposition 
naturally  begot  another,  and  at  length,  by 
the  mutual  warmth  of  controversy,  it 
misht  become  a  question,  whether  one 
fifth  of  the  population  was  well  affected 
to  the  government  or  not.  There  was  no 
■^ying  where  such  disputes  might  end. 
He  regretted  that  so  many  of  the  clergy 
had  shewn  a  disposition  to  place  the  secu- 
rity of  the  church  on  the  principles  of  ex- 
clusion ;  by  so  doing,  they  did  all  that 
lay  in  their  power  to  place  it  on  principles 
which  might  be  faUl  to  iu  existence. 
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With  respect  fo  the  enemies  to  the  Ca* 
^olic  catise,  what  had  they  done?  they 
had  petitioned  for  a  monopoly,  and  said 
ihat  the  concession  of  .the  claims  would 
be  dangerous.  It  was  a  sohject  fatal  to 
the  Protestant  monopoly  and  the  Pro- 
iestant  church.  This  party  were  for  a 
perpetual  division,  and  desired  parlia- 
ment to  exclude  a  great  portion  of  the 
people  from  the  bene&ts  of  the  constitu- 
tion^-and  upon  what  grounds — upon  an 
'argument  that  tended  ultimately  to  force 
them  out  of  the  empire. 

He  would  again  revert  shortly  to  the 
arguments  that  were  clothed  with  the  sa- 
tred  name  of  the  Act  of  Settlement  He 
allowed,  that  it  was  a  point  of  the  Act  of 
Settlement  to  exclude  the  Catholics,  but  it 
Was  by  no  means  an  essential  part  which 
tould  admit  of.no  alteration.  In  the  Act 
of  Union  with  Scotland,  the  oath  was  de- 
clared to  be  subject  to  future  regulation ; 
for  it  was  declared,  that  it  should  remain 
as  it  then  was,  until  otherwise  provided 
for  by  parliament.  This  sufficiently  ma- 
nifested the  power  of  parliament  to  inter- 
fere :  and  when  his  opponents  set  forth 
the  consecration  of  the  Act  of  Settlement, 
as  tvk  insuperable  barrier,  he  should  reply 
to  them  with  this  provisional  vote  of  par* 
liament,  which  declared,  that  the  oath  was 
not  fundamental,  but  subject  to  future  re- 
gulation. At  the  time  when  the  union 
^ith  Ireland  was  under  consideration  it 
did  not  appear  that  it  was  deemed  funda- 
mental. Some  of  those  who  were  con- 
cerned in  that  measure  were  still  alive 
and  in  the  House;  and  were  they  now 
that  they  had  attained  their  object,  in 
gaining  the  Union,  prepared  to  say  that 
they  looked  upon  that  this  day  to  be 
fandamental  which  they  then  allowed  to 
be  provisionary  ? 

But  the  argument  upon  which  some 
ho'n.  gentlemen  mainly  rested,  was  the 
.incompatibility  of  all  the  plans  that  had 
been  proposed.  His  answer  was,  that  a 
diversity  of  opinion,  as  to  the  mode  of 
effecting  Catholic  emancipation^  was  by 
tko  means  fatal  to  unity  of  principle  with 
regard  to  the  object  All  were  agreed, 
that  the  church  of  England,  the  church  of 
Scotland,  atid  the  church  of  Ireland, 
should  be  amply  secured  and  maintained. 
Here,  at  least,  was  concord.  If  you 
agreed  that  the  Catholic  religion  was  con- 
sistent with  the  welfare  of  the  state,  you 
'might  have  different  modes  of  concilia- 
tion, but  you  were  agreed  as  to  one  es- 
iehtlal  point    His  rignt  hon»  friend  tmder 


the  gallery,  and  himself,  might  think  dif* 
ferently  as  to  the  psrticolar  Hmitations 
and  exceptibns ;  any  plan,  indeed,  to  be 
proposed,  would  of  course  be  the  subject 
of  niodificatiod,  and  a  matt^  of  debate. 
When  the  House  resolved  to  go  into  th^ 
Committee,  they,  in  fact,  decided  that  Ca- 
tholic emancipation,  however  a  ooestion  of 
difficulty,  was  not  a  question  of  impossi* 
bility.  The  question,  indeed,  before  the 
Committee,  might  be  comprehended  tmder 
three  beads :  the  first  was,  set  at  liberty 
the  Catholics;  the  second,  (sstablisb  the 
church,  by  every  requisite  secm-ity ;  and 
the  third,  impose  no  conditions  incom- 
patible with  the  Catholic  faith.  These 
were  the  heads  of  what  he  should  have  to 
propose. 

It  had  been  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt*  had  sunk 
under  the  difficulties  which  the  sdbject 
presented ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  was 
added,  that  he  never  had  communicated  his 
plan.  But  it  was  certain,  that  Mr.  Pitt  went 
out  of  office  in  1801,  not  because  his  plan 
was  impracticable,  but  from  other  well- 
known  obstacles.  He  d  id  not  thi  nk  so  in  i  799 
or  in  1800,  and  from  his  coomionication 
through  the  late  marquis  Cornwalhs  to  the 
Catholics,  it  did  not  appear  that  he  deem- 
ed the  measure  impracticable  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  That  distingoished  man  on 
this  very  occasion,  sent  the  letter  he  al- 
luded to,  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in 
which  he  told  them,  that  '«  by  acting 
with  moderation,  and  pursuing  a  loyal 
and  dottful  line  of  conduct,  they  would 
afibrd  additional  grounds  of  argument  to  the 
growing  number  of  tbelr  advocates  in  this 
country,  till  their  object  was  ultimately  at^ 
tained.^'  Such  was  the  language  of  the 
letter  which  Mr.  Pitt  caused  to  l>e  trans- 
mitted to  lord  Fingal,  Dr.  Troy,  and 
others.  What^  again,  did  the  marquis 
Cornwallis  say  on  that  very  occasion? 
He  gave  his  formal  opinion,  annexed  to 
the  same  coinmunication,  that  the  mea^ora 
of  emancipation  was  necessary  for  aecor- 
ing  the  connection  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  Again,  when  the  question 
was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Fox,  in 
1B05,  there  was  nothing  in  the  langoage 
of  Mr.  Pitt  to  shew  that  be  considered  the 
measure  impracticable.  He  said,  there 
was  a  bar  to  its  agitation,  the  natore  of 
v^hich  was  sufficiently  understood, — ^bot 
never  that  it  was  impracticable.  He 
differed  as  to  the  right,  but  not  as  to  any 
tiling  that  concerned  the  question  as  a 
measure  of  regulatioti.  He  even  alluded 
to  the  piaa  which  he  had  enteriaiiiedj  as 
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Nine  months  after  this  period^  Mr.  Pitt 
died;  so  that  we  were  now  called  ofmti  to 
^MlieTe  that  what  he  contemplated  as  prbc- 
ikaUe  for  six  years^  within  these  nine  short 
months  he  iband  ont  to  he  impraciicahle. 
But  what  were  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  great  mind  of  Mr.  Piu  was  supposed 
to  sink  ?  Why,  they  were  the  difficulties 
of  promoting  meritorious  Catholic  officers 
•onthe  staff  of  the  armv;  of  admitting 
juch  men  as  lord  Fingal  into  the  House 
of  Peers,  and  as  sir  P.  Bellew  into  the 
House  of  Commons !  These  were  the 
snighty  difficulties  under  which  his  mind 
was  supposed  to  have  sunk,  who  tmd  the 
ohility  to  destroy  70  Irish  boroughs! 
There  was  a  difficulty  started  in  the  Irish 
parliament,  at  the  time  when  It  wu  pro- 
posed  to  grant  the  Catholics  the  right  of 
iroting  at  elections,«^it  was  then  said  that, 
mn  inondation  of  Popery  would  sweep 
away  eveiy  thing  before  it.  But  what 
<were  the  enacts  of  this  restoration  of  Ca- 
tholic righu?  Ireland  had  CTidently 
gained  by  it ;  the  elections  were  more 
free  and  independent;  they  were  now 
founded  not  on  monopoly,  but  on  proper- 
ly and  respectability. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Pitt,  he  begged 
leave  to  name  Mr.  Borke,  Mr.  Fot,  and 
Mr.  Windham,  distinguished  Statesmen 
and  philosophers,  as  strenuous  sa|pporters 
of  tne  Catholic  claims.  He  might  also 
enumerate  men  of  learning  like  the  bishop 
of  Llandaff  and  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  a 
name  that  would  be  ever  respected,  and 
which  was  dear  to  every  friend  of  reli- 
gious liberty  and  social  medom.  It  was 
.also  remarkable  that  the  lord«lielltenants 
of  Ireland,  for  the  last  70  years,  were  uni- 
formly in  favour  of  them.  Lord  Fitswtl- 
Itam  was  decidedly  so:  lord  Camden,  who 
went  over  to  Ireland  with  opposite  senti- 
ments^  and  who  lived  in  that  oMintry  at  a 
nasi  trying  time,  wfaeit  he  could  not 
avoid  knowing  the  opinions  of  the  Catho- 
lics, was  ultimately  for  eonoessfoo:  be 
too,  was  the  friend  of  Mr.  Pitli  and  might 
be  sUppoBod  not  unacquainied  with  the 
sentiments  of  that  illustrious  person :  lord 
Cevnwallis  publicly  deelar^  H  essentially 
wcessary  ^Tpieserving  the  comiectk^ 
between  Britain  and  Ireland*  This  was 
tlm  practical  cendasbn  formed  by  a 
statesman  and  a  soldier,  at  a  mort  crtttcal 
period  of  Irish  history,  and  was  eotitM  to 
the  utoftost  respect*  Lord  Hardwicke  did 
slot  go  over  a  friend  to  the  measure ;  bet 
after  some  years'  reiidenoo  as  laid  liente« 
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ported  it  by  his  vote.  His  right  hen.  friend 
the  late  seoressry  for  Ireland  (Mr.  W. 
Pole),  had  at  first  opjposed  the  CtthoISc 
clahns  on  account  of  the  obstaeles  that 
ex^ed  in  certain  quarters  to  the  grantin|r 
of  ^ess  claims;  but  when,  by  therelMOVid 
of  the  rSstrictions  on  the  Prince  Regent, 
such  obstacles  were  done  away,  and  after 
hts  right  hon.  friend  had  derived  from  h 
live  years'  o^ial  residence  in  Ireland,  a 
high  degree  pf  experience  on  this  ssibject, 
lie  hsd  voted  in  favour  of  the  Catholics, 
and  had  stated,  that  in  his  opinion  thfc 
country  ooold  not  do  well  witnout  some 
measure  of  the  kind.  He  had>  for  this, 
been  charged,  and  in  his  epinion  unfairlv» 
with  inconsistency.  His  right  hen.  frienn 
mind  was  not  stationary  like  the  ibinds  of 
those  who  made  ^is  silly  chsrge.  He 
shewed  that  It  was  progressive ;  and  he 
was  right,  for  time  and  cireumsunces  had 
operated  very  powerfully  in  favour  of  the 
Catholic  question  particulsrlv. 

There  was  a  time  when  Komsti  Cttho- 
lic  emancipation  would  not  hare  been- 
heard  of  trithoat  horror;  but  the  in- 
tenteness  of  the  prejudice,  as  hid  been 
stated  by  an  hon.  gentleman  on  a  former 
night,  and  it  was  a  illrord  of  choice  selee^ 
tioo,  the  '  intenseness'  of  the  pr^odice 
bad  been  weakened.  Those  proressing 
the  ttvo  religions  had  advanced  much 
nearer  to  each  ether  in  spirit;  so  that 
though  they  still  dtfiered  on  points  of  faith, 
they  were  much  more  likely  than  formerit 
to  coalesce  in  other  respects.  He  intenit* 
ed  then  to  propose  Resolution!,— first,  that 
the  Catholic  disabilities  should  be  remov- 
ed; second,  that  the  establishments  iH 
church  ind  State  ought  to  be  efiectnaNy 
secured;  and  he  should  then  propose  re>> 
gulations  for  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  and 
other  matters,  and  an  oath  against  foreign 
influence.  It  might  be  demanded  of  him 
to  stale  the  regulations;  but  he  would  not, 
and  for  this  reason,  that  under  pretence 
of  oppesidg  these  regulations,  some  gen- 
tlemen would  oppose  the  principle.  He 
weald  only  say«  that  if  any  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  proposed  anv  regulation  df 
security  not  trenching  dn  the  Catholio  re- 
ligkm,  he  would  support  it,  for  he  valued 
the  principle  so  much,  that  he  would  not 
be  that  fool  to  lose  it  by  precipitation  and 
punctilio.  Hts  object  was  to  lay  the  se- 
minal principle  of  nuking  the  inhabitants 
of  the  empire  in  united  people.  The 
language  ^e  ought  to  hold  was,  we  are 
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ligion.  Suppose  be  wts  to  introdacea 
claiue  into  the  preamble  of  his  Bill,  say* 
ing,  it  VTM  necessary  that  the  Protestant 
succession  should  be  secured,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  concurrence  of  some  of  those 
who  opposed  his  measure — ^Would  they 
not  then  admit  that  to  be  provisional  now, 
and  not  fundamental,  which  they  formerly, 
in  their  coniments  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  con- 
fended  to  be  fundamental,  and  not  provi- 
sionary  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  must  say, 
that  he  valued  the  principle  too  much  to 
surrender  or  lose  it  for  reasons  of  regula- 
tion. If  once  admitted,  it  would  make  the 
empire  one— for  it  was  a  principle  of 
union  and  regeneration. 

If  the  Resolutions  were  agreed  to,  he 
should  then  move  for  .leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bijl ;  but  he  was  not  desirous  of  precipi- 
tating the  measure.  He  thought  that  time « 
ought*  to  be  given  for  the  spirits  to  cool, — 
that  they  should  not  legislate  without  con-' 
suiting  the  feelings  of  the  people ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time,  they  should  repose 
upon '  the  good  sense  of  both  countries, 
and  not  take  any  step  that  should  deprive 
the  cause  of  the  benefit  of  that  good  sense. 
It  might  be  asked,  why  the  Catholics  did 
not  protest  against  the  violence  of  some  of 
their  own  body  ?  The  answer  was,  that " 
parliament  had  not  given  them  encourage- 
ment. But  when  the  arm  of  parliament 
should  be  once  stretched  out  to  the  Catho- 
lics^ there  would  be  many  wise  and  mode- 
rate enough  to  embrace  it.  By  thus  evinc- 
ing a  conciliatory  disposition  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, parliament  would  at .  all  events 
shew  that  the  fault  did  not  remain  with 
them,  if  the  measure  should  be  unsuccess- 
ful. Let  them  send  out  the  dove^  how- 
ever, and  they  might  depend  on  his  bring- 
ing back  the  olive  branch.  The  right  hon. 
'gentleman  concluded,  by  moving 

'^  That  with  a  view  to  such  an  adjust- 
ment as  may  be  conducive  to  the  peace 
and  strength  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to 
**  the  security  of  the  Esiablished  Church, 
"  and  to  the  ultimate  concord  of  all  classes 
'*  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  it  is  highly  ad- 
*'  visable  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 
"  civil  and  military  disqualifications  under 
"  which  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
*'  subjects  now  labour,  with  such  excep- 
"  tions  and  under  such  regulations  as  may 
*'  be  found  necessary  for  preserving,  un- 
"  alterably,  the  Protestant  succession  to 
"  the  crown,  according,  to  the  Act  for  the 
*'  further  limitation  of  the  crown  and  bet- 
"  ter  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
**  the  subject,  and  for  maintaining  invio- 
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**  late  the  Protestant  episcopal  church  of 
**  England  aiMl  Ireland,  and  the  doctrine, 
«*  discipline,  and  government  thereof,  tnd 
*'the  church  of  Scotland,  and  the  doc* 
"  trine,  worship,  discipline,  and  govera- 
"  ment  thereof,  as  the  same  are  respective- 
**  ly  by  law  established." 

The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Ahhot : 

Mr.  Wrottesley ; 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  (Mr.  Gratian)  having  truly  stated 
that  our  present  discussion  may  be  coosi^ 
dered  as  the  continuation  of  the  former 
debate  upon  the  question,  and  the  Reso- 
lution in  y«ur  hand  as  the  basis  of  ibe 
whole  measure  proposed  for  our  adoption, 
I  am  desirous  of  taking  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity in  my  power,  to  enter  my  warning 
protest  against  the  coarse  hitherto  pur- 
sued, as  well  as  against  >ihe  measure  ooir 
proposed  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  state 
such  other  course  as  in  my  opinion  might 
advantageously  be  iaken  for  enlsrging  the 
privileges  of  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catho- 
lic subjects,  without  endangering  the  ge- 
neral fabric  of  the  constitution 

And,  Sir,  in  the  first  place,  looking  back 
to  the  mode  by  which  we  have  arrived 
at  the  Committee,  I  cannot  think  that  its 
result  will  be  successful.  The  object  for 
which  the  House  was  persuaded  to  enter 
into  this  committee,  was  to  discuss  the 
details  of  three  different  plans,  the  first  of 
which  is  already  abandoned,  the  second 
will  satisfy  no  party,  and  the  third  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  impracticable*  , 

The  first  plan  was  for  unlimited  sod 
unconditional  concession,  as  urged  by  toe 
Irish  Roman  Catholics  in  their  Petitions; 
but  this  claim  of  right  for  absolute  and 
unconditional  emancipation  (as  it  is  term- 
ed) has  found  but  few  advocates  in  thw 
House ;  it  has  been  abandoned  by  the  ngo 
honourable  mover  of  this  great  question, 
and  disclaimed  also  by  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Plunkett)  who  supporij^ 
the  motion  with  such  distinguished  elo- 
quence and  ability  upon  the  firs*  ^^ 
of  these  debates.     It  has  now  no  longe 

any  persisting  advocate. 
The  second  plan  was  for  qualified  con j 

cessions,    with  some    legislative  con 
over  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy ;  ^l**^ 
apparently  the    plan  of  the  «'|8*'|,\:^^ 
mover,  so  far  as  hitherto  cxplw"**"  5  ^  .^ 
it  is  undoubtedly  the  plan  of  the  rig 
honourable    gentletnan    (Mr.  ^'"""fl; 
who  obtained  from  the  last  P^^^^f^^ 
pledge  for  entering  vpon  iu  oonside'**' 
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Bai  thii  plan  is  misted  >3r  the  Roman 
Gitliolics  themselves ;  for  they  call  it  per- 
secution, and  inadmissible  control ;  they 
refuse  efen  to  aobject  their  church  disci- 
pline to  state  inspection  ;  as  we  may  col-' 
lect  from  the  iMclaration  of  the  Roman 
CathoHc  prelates  at  Dublin  in  November, 
1812,  and  also, from  the  explicit  language 
contained  in  the  publication  of  Mr.  Clinch, 
whom  they  have  avowed  and  adopted 
by  a  formal  resolution  as  their  advocate 
and  champion. 

And  as  this  plan  is  also  acknowledged 
to  involve  a  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and 
Test  Acts,  such  concessions  will  on  the 
other  hand  dissatisfy  the  Protestant  Church 
of  England  ;  so  that  if  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics are  not  gained,  and  the  Protestants 
are  dissatisfied,  the  whole  professed  object 
of  conciliation  is  lost. 

The  third  plan,  that  of  the  noble  vis- 
count (lord  Castlereagh)  is  for  bringing 
the  Roman  Catholics  within  the  reach  of 
fioLilical  power,  with  safety  to  the  Protes* 
tant  establishment,  by  obtaining  the  sanc- 
tion and  concurrence  of  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  to  such  arrange- 
ments.as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  both  par- 
ties. But  this  is  admitted  at  the  present 
time  to.be  whoUy  impracticable,  if  de- 
sirable, and  m^y  be  fairly  laid  out  of  the 
question  for  all  present  purposes. 

Such  then  are  the  three  plans  of  which 
the  difierent  supporters  have  ail  concurred 
in  voting  for  this  committee ;  but  where 
two  parties  out  of  three  cannot  attain  their 
obje^ct,  and  the  third  party  are  by  no 
means  agreed  upon  its  extent,  or  upon  the 
mode  of  executing  it. 
. .  With  respect  to  the  measure  itself,  as 
now  proposed,  I  object  altogether  to  its 
form  and  character.  We  are  required  to 
begin  with  a  sweeping  repeal o( all  known 
securities,  upon,  the  faith  of  other  securi- 
ties as  yet  unknown.  Our  surrender  is 
to  be  Instant  and  nearly  entire ;  the  pro- 
vision for  self-defence  is  to  be  subsequent 
and  precarious. 

.  What  is  the  proposed  grant,  when  drawn 
out  into  particulars  ?  The  doors  of  both 
Houses  of  parliament,  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil, of  the  judicial  bench,  and  all  corpo- 
rate magistracy,  are  at  once  to  be  laid 
open ;  and  the  Test  Act  in  England, 
which  the  Prince  of  Orange  expressly  in- 
sisted upon  retaining  at  the  Revolution,  is 
to  be  abolished.  All  these  are  fearful 
changes.  For  old  checks,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  may  nevertheless  be  good  against  new 
dangers;  and  what  protected  us  at  one 


time  from  a  pretender  to  the  throne,  may 
not  be  useless  at  another  time  against  the 
domestic  disturber,  or  the  foreign  invader 
and  subverter  of  empires. 

Then  as  to  the  securities. — ^We  are  told 
that  we  have  the  present  oaths,  and  that  * 
we  shall  have:some  control  over  the  Ro« 
roan  Catholic  clergy  and  their  foreign  in« 
tercourse.  Of  the  oaths  l.do  not  mean  to 
speak  lightly,  or  of  the  conscientious  sense 
in  which  thby  may  be  taken  by  honour* 
able  men.  But  we  cannot  be  blind  or 
deaf  to  all  that  is  to  be  seen  and  heard 
upon  this  subject.  We  see  in  Eneland  no 
▼try  great  eagerness  to  take  these  oaihs,  if 
we  may  judge  by  the  recent  statement  of 
the  oaths  taken  by  Roman  Catholics,  and 
returned  to  the  privy  council  under  the 
act  of  J 791 ;  for  during  the  last  ten  years 
there  appears  to  have  been  but  one  soli* 
tary  instance.  And  however  specificahe 
language  of  these  oaths  and  asseverations, 
there  have  not  been  wanting  many  expla- 
natory distinctions  to  do  away  their  effect: 
some. are  said  to  be  solemn  and  serious, 
some  serious  but  not  solemn ;  we  have 
some  that  are  active  and  some  that  are 
passive ;  and  in  Ireland,  the  hon.  baronet 
opposite  to  me  (sir  John  Hippisley)  well 
knows  that  ecclesiastical  monitions  have 
been  issued  to  warn  the  Roman  Catholics 
from  unwarily  thinking  .these  oaths  more 
extensively  binding  than  they  really  are, 
and  from  supposing  themselves  too  much 
under  the  necessity  of  forbearing  to  weaken 
and  disturb  the  Protestant  church  and  go* 
vernment.  With  respect  to  the  control 
and  regulation  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  without  which  it  is  said  that  no 
act  of  concession  should  be  allowed  to 
operate,  and  until  which  takes  place  we 
have  been  advised  that  all  privileges  if 
granted  should  nevertheless  be  suspended 
in  their  operation,  would  it  not  be  more 
rational  to  begin  with  the  Regulating 
Bill,  and  see  whether  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies  will  accede  to  any  regulation  what- 
ever? For  if  not,  the  whole  proceeding 
in  the  way  of  conciliation  is  worse  than 
nugatory. 

The  consequences,  however,  of  such  a 
Bill,  even  if  proposed  to  lie  over  for  con* 
sideration  to  another  session  of  parliament, 
will  not  be  indifferent;  it  will  naturally 
give  exaggerated  hopes  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, whioh  cannot. be^ultimately  ful- 
filled, and  it  will  spread -universal  dissatis- 
faction through  the  esublished  church, 
and  hold  out  the  prospect  of  perpetual 
conflict  and  agitation*    For  I  think  no 
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maxim  more  fidae  or  dangerous  in  poMoy* 
tkan  that  which  has  been  adTaaced  ia 
support  o£  meaiorea  like  the  pre«ent,  ihat 
by  adding  to  the  power  of  those  who  are 
hositle  to  our  establishments,  we  may  hope 
to  abate  of  their  enmity. 

I  shall  then  be  asked,  can  I  thinlT  that 
natters  ought  all  to  remain  on  their  pre-i 
aent  fiecning,  or  do  I  believe  tlvit  they  can 
so  remain  ?— i  have  never  thought  so ;  I 
have  often  said  otherwise  to  those  with 
wiiom  I  have  commnnicated  upon  these 
subjects.  There  is  mock  to  bodoae  every 
way 
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Bat  my  views  are  different  from  those    Catholic  mass  houses  every  whcM  akoaid 


of  the  present  proceeding,  both  as  to  the 
measure,  and  the  mode.  The  measure 
most  not  be  sweeping  and  violent,  and 
the  mode  aaust  be  distinct  and  gradual. 
The  temper  of  ihia  country,  in  gr^at  con- 
cerns of  legislation,  is  happily  slow  and 
cautious;  the  people  are  not  unwMKng  to 
consider  of  useful  changes,  but  they  are 
not  disposed  to  the  haaardous  adoption  of 
wholesale  projects. 

There  are  several  in»portant  changes  for 
which  I  am  prepared,  useful  to  the  ^state 
as  Protestant  and  useful  also  to  the  Ro- 
man  Catholics,  which  nevertheless  would 
net  alter  the  fandamenlal  policy  of  the 
constieotien.  Some  are  of  concession, 
some  of  regulation. 

In  the  way  of  concession,  adverse  as 
my  principles  are  to  admitting  the  Roman 
Catholics  into  ofiices  of  civil  power,  au- 
thority, or  jurisdiction,  I  sboold  gladly 
open  to  them^  a  larger  and  more  liberal 
share  ia  the  honours  of  the  military  pro- 
fession. The  Roman  Catholic  officer 
should  rise  as  freely  lo  military  rank  in 
every  part  of  the  empire  as  he  may  by 
law  IB  Ireliind;  the  military  system  in 
this  fespeot  should  also  be  made  uniform 
and  complete  Ibr  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects of  every  religions  persuasion.  Be- 
yond this  I  should  be  glad  to  see  a  repeal 
of  that  part  of  the  law  of  1799  which  ex- 
chides  Roman  Catholics  from  the  situa- 
tion of  penevals  on  the  atafT;  for  I  would 
place  within  the  reach  of  their  honorable 
ambition  all  Urn  high  ranki  of  military 
command, excepting  only  the  very  highest 
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ooofaof  the  bar;  nor  do  I  belieive  that 
conceaaions  of  thia  ^eacripAioii^  if  asksd 
for,  would  in  either  oase  be  denied. 

Again,  tihe  toleratiois  of  the  BMSaa  Ga« 
tholic  religion  should  he  eetidered  more 
cenaplete  in  points  of  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  may  now  aeasonnbly  complain. 
The  righto  of  tho  Irish  Romaa  GalhoKc 
soldier  to  his  own  veligtoua  worahip  in 
Ekigland  should  stand  upon,  law  beiwv  aa 
it  «>es  in  Ireland,  and  not  mevel|y  upo» 
military  regulation.  The  English  Roman 
Catholic  should  not  bn compelled  to  marry 
in  Protestant  churchesL    And  the  Roman 


commands  at  home ;  and  I  except  thoae, 
only  beoanao  ibey  hnve  necesiarity  in 
their  hands  great  political  power. 

I  state  this  as  an  instance  of  concession 
involving  no  tsusfer  of  poiwer,  though  it 
eonfisN  high  wwards  for  honorable  exer- 
lioa  10  the  fieW ;  and  I  mould  apply  the 
f«me  pffiQciple  aUp  most  freely  to  the  ho- 


be  protected  by  law  feom-  oateaffo  and  dit << 
tur banco  as  completely  as  all  oUmr  placet 
of  religious  worship. 

All  these  are  instaneea  illuetratisv-  e( 
that  description  of  privileges  and  protec* 
tioas  which  in  my  jodgmeol  might  aalely 
and  usefully  be  granted  at  osioe^and  wii^ 
out  stipulatioa  or  condition. 

On  the  ether  hand,  mko^mtem  alse^  most. 
be  adopted  for  regulating  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  church,  independently  of  every 
question  of  concession,  and  whether  any 
further  privileges  are  panted  or  not.  Tha 
hierarchy  of  the  Eogliah  and  Irish  Roman- 
Catholics  most  be  broogbt  vptthin  the  in* 
spection  and  control  of  the  itate^  Partta* 
ment  has  been  compelled  to.  look  into  thif' 
subject,  and  the  conclusion  ia  irresistibb. 

Foreign  intercourse,  and  awsn  ieeeigO' 
influence,  are  alledged  to  be  of  the  essence 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion ;  and  the 
master*  link  of  foreign  connection  is  m  tha 
hands  of  our  mortal  enemy.    Tbo  noble 
viscount  has  told  us  the  opinion  formed 
by  the  most  vigilant  ministem.of  Braace, 
and  the  recent  acts  of  Baonapart^  diqoion* 
strate  his  opinion  of  the  knpoKtant  iiifla-> 
once  of  papal  authority  over  all  Reman 
Catholics.    In  Ireland,  all  who  have  read 
the  instructive  publicationa  of  t^a  hen^ 
baronet,  know  that  in  modern  timee  even 
aliens  have  been  obtruded  and  appoimed 
to  Roman  Catholic  bishoprics  there,  and 
when  genera]  Humbert  invaded  Ireland^ 
and  landed  at  Killalla,  be  Ibuad  that  the 
Roman  Catholicbishop  of  Killalla,  appoint^ 
ed  by  the  Pope,  was  brother  to  a  rebel 
general  in  his.  own  arm  v.    These  tbiags 
mast  no  longer  be  endured.    And  tiMt 
tha  vicars  apostolic  of  England  mail  alio 
be  brought  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
slate>  is  nrnst  evident  from  the  formidable 
nature  of  their  powera  which  they  tnef^ 
oised  in  the  trensactions  of  the  year  I70d 
oear  the  Sog|idi  Reoiaa  CathoUct. 
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Upon  ihifl  point,  if  the  Roman  CtthoVtc 
prvlftteft  in  Englaiid  ond  Ireland  have  any 
desire  to  conoiltefee  their  Protestant  fellow 
tebjeetSf  the  road  is  now  open  to  them ; 
this  it  tbtir  dey ;  let  them  come  forward 
aiMi  deine  the  Kmita  of  their  obedience, 
and  leader  the  largest  sebmissioa  which 
aof  other  Roman  Cafeboltc  subjects  have 
ever  yielded  to  any  Protestant  govern- 
menl.  If  they  decline  so  lo  do,  their  dis- 
position wiU  be  no  longer  doabtfoK  But 
at  all  OTeots,  whether  they  do  or  not^  it 
bebores  gOTornmcnt  to  look  to  ita  own 
aecority  in  thia  qoarter,  and  new  model 
the  pro?isiena  of  the  statute  ot  Elizabeth, 
and  apply  it  to  all  parts  of  the  united 
kingdom*  before  even  any  proposal  can 
be  entertained  lor  potting  the  English  and 
Irish  Roman  Catholics  upon  a  tooting  of 
equal  privileges. 

As  to  fitrther  claims  of  civil  power,  I 
confess  I  see  no  prospect  of  making  any 
such  concession  until  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  shall  go  much  ferther,  and  bring 
themsolvieo  to  the  temper  of  oiber  Roman 
Catholic  comitriea  and  times,  where  the 
spiritual  sapveamcy  of  the  Pope  has  been 
altogether  ranoanced*;  far  history  shews 
it  to  have  been  no  part  of  the  ancient  Ro« 
nasi  Catholic  religion ;  and  it  is  vain  and 
idle  lo  be  fastidious  in  declining  to  under* 
Btand  these. matters  with  which  we  have 
practically  to  deal.  Whilst  the  spiritual 
sopremacy  of  the  Pbpe  is  reserved  by  the 
Roman  Calhoiic  clergy  out  of  their  alle- 
giance to  the  slate,  in  the  language  of 
lord  Clarendon,  who  had  deeply  examin- 
ed, and  haa  amply  developed  this  sob- 
ject,  **  this  reserve  is  elusory  of  the 
wbole/^  Other  able  writers  have  truly 
desevibedit  to  bc  a  mere  legerdemain/' 
And  until  this  ia  renounced,  1  would  au- 
sifer  the  Roman  Catholic  claims  for 
power  in  the  recent  language  of  the 
noftbem  counties  of  Ireland,  **  If  you 
cannot  give  up  what  you  call  your  faith, 
we  cannot  'give  up  what  we  know  to  be 
our  constitution.'' 

With  respect  to  these  points,  on  which 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the 
oapedtency  of  a  larger  admission  to 
boDOors,  and  a  stricter  regolation  of  alle- 
giance, all  theso^  in  my  humble  judgment, 
damasrf  oaf  early  and*  serious  attention ; 
•  but  they  stand  dear  of  all  encroachment 
apon  the  civil  and  political  power  of  this 
Protestant  state,  and  therefore  this  com*- 
mitioa  is  not  the  proceeding  oit  of  which 
they  ahoold  originate^ 

The  Pelitipna  before  as,    the  diaeos* 


sioos  which  have  preceded  and  attended 
tbem,  and  the  orif[in  of  this  commitaatji' 
are  all  too  hostile  ui  their  aspac^  and  too 
lo&y  in  their  prelenaioos ;  and  if  allowed 
to  go  to  their  professed  and  intended 
length,  woold  speedily  endartget  the  pub-* 
lie  tranquillity ;  and  England  will  no  lon^ 
ger  be  England,  if  all  religjoua  distiac<* 
tions  in  the  state  are  to  ba  laid  prostrate* 
for  the  vain  and  chimerical  scheme  of  es» 
tablishiag  the  rights  of  what  is  called  uni« 
versal  religioas  liberty,  uncoatroI^ed  by- 
maxima  and  conaiderations  of  civil  expe^ 
diency,  and  unchecked  by  the  necessary 
defences  of  our  establisbments. 

For  these  reasons,  readily  as  I  should 
concur  in  any  or  all  of  the  separate  mea^ 
sures  which  I  have  suggesied,  when' 
brought  under  our  separate  consideration,, 
and  in  another  course,  I  must  give  my  de- 
cidtd  negative  to  the  geaersd  sweeping 
and  subf  ersive  principles  of  the  proposi^ 
tion  now  laid  before  us. 


Mr.  Ponsonhjf,  with  the  most  perfect 
spect  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  could 
not  but  say  that  he  seemed  roropleteJy  U> 
have  misunderstood  the  nature  of  the  Re- 
solution, and  it  was  in  order  to  set  bina 
right  he  was  anxious  to  address  the  House.. 

The  Resolution  did  not  propose  any 
thing  which  could  at  all  prove  subversivar 
of  the  establishment,  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
while  it  went  to  relieve  the  Catholics^ 
coupled  the  measures  resorted  to  for  thai 
purpose  with  securities  for  the  protection 
of  the  establishment.  His  right  hon» 
friend  had  declined  going  into  deiail,. 
and  indeed  it  was  not  incumbent  on  hia 
right  hon.  friend,  in  the  present  stage  of 
the  matter,  to  state  what  those  securitiea 
would  be.  It  was  sufficient,  if  any  bonk 
gentleman  was  not  satisBed  with  the  secu- 
rities proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  superadd 
such  further  securities  as  he  might  think 
necessary ;  and  it  would  be  for  the  Catho* 
lies  to  accept  of  what  was  offered  to  then» 
under  the  conditions  on  which  the  con* 
cessions  were  agreed  to  be  granted,  or  to 
reject  them.  The  House  had  a  right,  if 
they  admitted  them  into  the  constitution, 
to  ask  of  tbem  to  assent  to  such  securitiea 
as  they  thought  proper  to  annex  to  their 
grant.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (the 
Speaker)  had  alluded  to  three  plana,  all  of 
which,  he  said,  had  bean* proposed  to  the 
House,  and  successively  abandoned.  Ha 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  declared  he  did  not  knaia 
of  any  such  plans.    The  first  described 
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by  the  right  bon.  gent,  was  one  of  un- 
qaaliBed  concession.  He  was  not  aware 
that  any  plan,  the  basis  of  which  was  un- 
qualified concession  to  the  Catholics,  had 
e?er  been  proposed  in  this  House,  and 
if  never  proposed,  he  did  not  see  how 
such  plan  could  ever  have  been  abandoned. 
The  second  plan  talked  of  by  the  ris^ht 
hon*  geutleman,  was  a  plan  with  securities, 
and  this  he  would  also  have  it  understood 
was  abandoned,  because  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Grattan).  had  not  stated  what 
those  securities  should  be.  These,  how- 
ever, his  right  hon.  friend  was  willing  to 
leave  to  the  House,  and  to  accept  of  the 
concessions  to  the  Catholics  even  under 
more  severe  restrictions  than  he  himself 
night  think  called  for,  should  the  House 
be  of  opinion  that  such  were  necessary ; 
this  he  had  emphatically  stated  that  night, 
and  that  he  would  go  far  to  secure  the 
principle.  How  then,  he  would  be  glad 
to  know,  could  it  be  said  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  abandoned  a  plan  that  he 
had  never  proposed,  or  that  he  had  not 
proposed  securities  to  accompany  conces- 
sions, merely  because  he  had  not  defined 
them.  The  third  plan  spoken  of,  was  one 
said  to  have  come  from  a  noble  lord  (lord 
Castlereagh)  which  he  should  leave  it  to 
that  noble  lord  to  state,  as  he  did  not  un- 
derstand one  word  concerning  it;  but  of 
the  plans  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Graltan),  he  contended  that  one  had  never 
been  proposed, and  that  the  olhf  r  had  ncvrr 
been  abandoned  even  in  idea.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  said  he  would  give  ho- 
tiours  to  the  Catholics,  but  he  could  not 
agree  to  concede  to  them  political  power. 
This,  however,  the  legislature  had  already 
done,  and  it  was  extraordinary  that  it 
should  now  be  thought  incumbent  on  them 
to  stop.  If  it  was  so  dangerous,  uhy  had 
it  been  granted  ?  and  as  it  had  been 
granted,  he  did  not  see  exactly  why  the 
House  should  stop  at  that  particular  point 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  said  he 
would  willingly  give  them  every  noble 
distinction;  he  would  give  them  the 
whole  of  the  army,  except  the  office  of 
commander  in  chief;  and  he  would  also 
allow  them  to  rise  to  all  the  honours  and 
dPgnities  that  could  be  attained  at  the  bar. 
He  wished  that  those  had  been  known  to 
be  the  sentiments  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man years  ago  ;  if  so,  he  was  certain  the 
University  uf  Oxford,  which  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  represented,  with  so  much 
honour  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the 
Elation,  would  not  have  lent  itself  to  the 


cry  that  the  Church  was  in  Danger,  mere- 
ly because  a  bill,  founded  on  opinions,  and 
for  objects  similar  to  those  to  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  bad  declared  him- 
self friendly,  had  been  brought  in.    The 
University  of   Oxford,  he  was  certain, 
would  not  have  lent  itself  to  such  a  cry, 
and  that,  too,  to  the  destruction  of  an  ad* 
ministration  merely  because  such  a  bill  as 
that  had  been  introduced,  had  they  been 
aware  that  such  were  the  sentiments  of 
their  highly  esteemed  and  respected  re- 
presentative.    But,  he  asked,  would,  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  give  to  the  Catholics 
all  the  honours  of  the  army,  and  all  the 
honours  of  the  bar,  and  yet  expect  that 
they  could  keep  from  them  political  powerf 
Would  not  the  opening  to  tbeoi  the  way 
to  the  honours  in  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  saw  no  danger,  render  them 
more  impatient  for  the  attainment  of  po- 
litical power,  which  he  was  of.opinioo 
ought  on  no  account  to  be  conceded  to 
them.      Grant  them  these  honours,  and 
would   it  be  possible  to   keep  political 
power   from    falling    into   their  hands? 
Having  attained  the  highest  honours  of 
the  bar,  would  they  not  naturally  look  (o 
seats  in  that  House  as  alibrding  the  most 
legitimate  vent  for  their  abilities?    And  if 
shut  out  from  that  House,  must  not  the 
disability  be  found  the  more  galling,  and 
the  establishment  be  thus  more  peculiarly 
endangered  ?     If  power  was  so  very  dsn- 
gerous  in  their  hands,  he  did  not  know  by 
what  ltk:ky  chance  they  had  obtained  tbe 
small  portion  they  now  possessed.    The 
right  hon.  gentleman  quoted  the  authority 
of  lord  Clarendon  to  shew  that  the  spiritsai 
and  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  were  the 
same;  but  he  wished  to  know, who  made 
lord  Clarendon  a  judge  of  this,  more  than 
any  other  Protestant?     Was  it  not  more 
reasonable  to  take  the  opinion  on  this  ob- 
ject of  persons  professing  the  Catholic 
faith?     It  was  the  first  time  he  had  ent 
heard  of  a  Protestant  being  set  up  m  J?* 
perfect  judge  of  the  faith  of  a  Caibolic 
What  said  the  parliament  of  this  coun^^y 
on  the  subject?     Had  it  taken  the  opmion 
of   lord  Clarendon  or  of  the  Catholics 
themselves,  as  affording  the  best  evidence 
of  the  fact  ?    They  had  taken  the  U^^*' j 
and  with  this  interpretation  of  the  maji«r 
the  right  of  suffrage  had  been  conceded  to 
the  Catholics,  without  any  denial  od  tftwr 
part  of  the  spiritual  supremacy  of 
Pope,  and,   notwithstanding  the  opioid 
of  lord  Clarendon  was,  no,  ^^^^^wZi 
estimated  by  the  University  of  0%i^' 
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aiidc6nie<)iiently  bythe  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, yet,  he  hoped,  that  opinion  was  not 
to  decide  the  question,  fiat  the  right 
hon.  gentlemtn  said,  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics  onght  never  to  be  conceded  to 
them  Ull  they  were  willing  to  make  con- 
cessions on  their  part.  He  presumed  the 
first  of  these  would  be  that  the  Pope  had 
no  spiritual  power  of  supremacy  ?  They 
must  disclaim  this,  or  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman could  never  consent  to  give  them 
^any  political  power !  Why.  from  the  mo- 
ment they  did  so,  they  must  ceas^  to  be 
Catholics.  What  was  this  but  saying  that 
we  would  admit  them  into  ihe  pale  of  the 
constitution  notwithstanding  their  being 
Roman  Catholics;^  but  then,  the  first  thing 
they  must  do,  tp  entitle  them  to  this  privi- 
lege, is  to  surrender  the  very  principle 
which  we  build  on  as  the  ground-work  of 
the  exclusion!  therefore  it  was  a  mockery, 
an  insult,  to  ofier  them  concession  on  such 
terms— -on  condition.only  that  they  should 
abandon  their  religion. — The  right  hon. 
gentleman  did  not  appear  to  be  aware 
of  the  extent  of  his  proposition,  for  he 
miiected  td  concede  something  which  he 
made  it  impossible  for  them  to  receive.— 
Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves  or  the  Catho- 
lics on  this  subjectF— let  us  assume  no  men- 
tal disguise— let  us  practise  no  equivoca- 
tion or  mental  reservatioq,  and  suppose 
that  in  doing  what  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man proposed,  we  made  any  concessions 
to  the  Catholics^-for  if  we  so  acted,  all  we 
did  .amounted  to  this — *•  We.  will  make 
concessions,  to  the  Catholic  only  when 
they  cease  to  be  Catholics.^'  This  would, 
in  fact,  be  the  case;  and  if  we  waited  till  the 
Catholics  denied  the  spiritual  supremacy  of 
the  Pope,  before  we  made  the  concessions 
now  demanded,  we  conceded  to  them  no- 
thing. Botwhat  reason,  he  would  ask« could 
there  be,  why  the  Catholics  should  give 
to  parliament  securities  till  they  offer^  to 
them  those  concessions  which  they  were 
willing  to  grant?  The  course  to  be  pur- 
sued by  the  iioose  was,  to  tell  the  Catho- 
lics plainly  what  it  was  inclined  to  grant, 
and  it  was  for  them  to  acceptor  reject  the 
proposition  ;  but  in  case  they  did  not  ac- 
cept of  what  the  House  might  think  proper 
to  ofier,  was  the  House  then  bound  to 
proceed  in  the  measure  ?  If  concessions 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  exceptions  and 
exclusions  marked  out,  should  any  dispo- 
sition to  object  to  the  plan  be  manifested 
by  the  Catholics,  would  the  House  be 
bound  to  complete  the  arrangement }  He 
imagined    not— if    the    Bill    had    been 


brought  in  and  read  a  second  time,  would 
they  be  obliged  to  go  through  the  com* 
mittee?  Certainly  not.  He  wished  the 
House  to  look  at  the  absurdity  of  retard- 
ing the  n^easure  in  its  progress,  lest  the 
plan  should  not  ultimately  be  agreeable  to 
the  Catholics.  If  the  concessions  were 
held  out  to  them,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, then  the  Catholics  would  know  on 
what  footing  they  stood,  and  would  have 
it  in  their  power  to  accept  of  what  was 
tendered  to  them,  or  not,  just  as  they 
thoug-ht  proper.  But  was  parliament  bound 
to  make  concessions  if  they  would  not 
accept  of  them  ?  What  bound  down,  or 
fettered  the  House,  if  the  Catholics  would 
not  accede  to  tbeir  ofier  ?  Suppose  his 
right  hon.  friend  to  obtain  leave  to  bring 
in  his  Bill,  affld  that  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics should  be  granted  under  certain 
conditions  and  restrictions,  if  the  Catholics 
did  not  submit  to  the  conditions,  neither 
could  they  be  entitled  to  the  concessions. 
It  was  not,  continued  the  right  hon.  mem- 
ber, intended  to  propose  unlimited  grants; 
it  was  intended  only  to  obtain  from  par- 
liament a  gracious  disposition  to  listen  to 
the  complaints  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
Neither  was  it  the  intention  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  to  compel  parliament  to  make 
the  whole  advance,  while  no  advance  was 
to  be  made  by  the  Catholics.  The  pro- 
position of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Grattau)  was  widely  different  from  that 
which  it  had  been  described  to  be ;  it  was 
a  most  wise,  just,  and  judicious  resolution^ 
to  obtain  a  gracious  declaration  from  the 
House  to  the  Catholics,  that  it  would  take 
their  case  into  its  most  serious  considera- 
tion, but  without  pledging  the  House  to 
any  specific  measure.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  not  gone  into  the  whole  matter 
in  detail,  because,  as  he  had  staged,  that 
would  be  better  done>  in  the  progress  of 
the  Bill ;  and  because  he  did  not  wish  to 
appear  as  if  he  were  dictating  to  parlia- 
ment. He  was  as  little  inclined  to  canvass 
the  question  miiiurely,  as  any  one ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  sit  down  under  such 
great  authority  as  had  that  night  declared 
that  it  was  safe  to  grant  high  honours  to 
the  Catholics,  but  dangerous  to  admit  then 
to  the  enjoyment  of  power.  If  honours 
were  granted,  power  must  follow ;  the 
more  there  was  granted  to  them,  the  more 
they  would  desire,  and  the  more  they 
would  be  enabled  to  gain  what  they  de- 
sired. To  suppose  the  reverse  was  a  dan* 
gerous  fallacy.  He  would  not  say  more 
at  present,  but  he  could  not  bear  the  pr»> 
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posa)  of  his  rigbt  hon.  friead  miftrepra-  | 
^oied«  without  rising  to  mjt  a  few  words 
to  ezplain  the  nature  of  the  proposition*     i 

Sir  J,  C.  Hippisley  rose  and  said  : 

I  think  that  the  Committee  will  be  of 
opinion  that  it  is  my  duty  to  avail  myself 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  obey  the  call 
which  has  been  pointedly  made  upon 
me  by  so  diKtingaished  a  member,  (the 
Speaker*).  I  most,  however,  avow,  that 
J  do  not  participate  in  his  apprehensions 
of  danger  from  the  influence  of  a  foreign 
•npremacy,  merely  in  spiriioals.  On 
every  occasion  when  the  question  of  the 
Catholic  claims  has  been  agitated  in  this 
House,  I  have  uniformly  maintained  this 
conviction  :«— -con tending  at  the  same  time 
for  those  substantial  regulations  and  re- 
atrictions  which  the  wise  policy  of  our  an- 
cestors, from  the  earliest  period  of  our 
history,  and-,  indeed,  which  the  wisdom  knd 
policy  of  every  other  state  of  Europe,  of 
whatever  religious  communion,  have  most 
sedulously  prescribed. 

Agreeing,  as  I  do,  with  the  right  hon. 
mover  of  the  Resolution  upon  many 
points,  in  looking  to  the  same  end  which 
the  motion  now  before  the  Committee 
holds  out  to  us,  I  do  not  agree  with  him  as 
to  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  attained ; 
and  I  shall  think  it  mv  duty,  in  the  course 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee,  to 
propose  that  measure,  which  I  have  ever 
considered  to  be  the  only  practicable 
measure,  calculated  to  produce  a  satisfac- 
tory result,  I  mean.  Sir,  that  having  gone 
into  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  as 
n  preliniinary  aiep,  necessarily  enjoined 
by  the  standing  orders,  the  chairman 
ahoold  be  instructed  to  move  the  House 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee,  with  the  usual  powers,  which  alone 
appears  to  me  to  be  adequate  to  such  an 
investigation  as  may  form  a  substantial 
basis  of  ulterior  legislation. 

On  what  dtUQ,  let  me  ask,  are  we  now 
to  proceed  to  Jegialation  ?— Has  a  single 
paper  been  laid  upon  the  table  that  con* 
ireys  any  information  on  the  subject  ?-— 
We  have  heard  most  eloquent  and  argu- 
flsentative  speeches  from  my  right  boa. 
friend,  the  mover  of  the'Beaolation,  and 
from  other  gentlemen,  who  have  re- 
peatedly supported  the  same  priaciple : 
We  have  heard  also  their  speeches  op- 

*  The  Speaker  referred  to  sir  J.  H.  on 
the  sobject  of  the  oaths  prcKribed  lo  be 
taken  by  the  TL  C.  Toteratimi  Acts. 


noaed  by  others  of  great  force.  A  right 
non*  and  learned  gent,  (the  member  for 
Armagh)  who  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion, on  former  occasions,  hasprodaocd 
documents  which,  unexplained,  weald, 
frimi/ade,  arrest  oar  progress  at  the  very 
threshold,  will  probably  resume  the  lanae 
course  in  this  comonttee.  It  is  oeccnsry 
to  repel  such  documents  in  a  manner  not 
merely  to  satisfy  the  committee,  hot  that 
the  impression  should  also  go  forth  to  the 
country,  that  the  disqualifying  accuM* 
tions,  which  have  been  so  industriooily 
prosecuted  against  our  fellow  subjecu  of 
the  Catholic  communion,  in  every  psrt  of 
the  kingdom,  and  which  every  member  of 
thia  House  receives  gratoitoutly,  from 
hour  to  hour,  should  also  be  satiafiicioriiy 
repelled,  before  we  can  proceed  to  aoy  set 
of  legislation  compatible  with  my  vtevr  of 
the  motion  now  proposed  to  the  Houie. 

If  I  am  asked  what  should  be  the  coorse 
of  proceeding  in  such  a  committee,  at  I 
could  wish  to  see  adopted,  I  would  aav  it 
should  be  this :  the  committee  shoold  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  existing 
lawi,  bearing  upon  his  Majesty's  Rooisa 
Catholic  subjects  of  the  United  King- 
dom :  is  it,  let  me  ask,  within  the  w* 
dinary  scope  of  the  enquiries  of  gentlemen 
sitting  in  this  House  to  wade  through  the  al- 
most bottomless  gulph  of  our  statute  beoki, 
to  enable  them  to  discuss  this  question  ss- 
tisfactorily  to  themselves  and  advaiiugs- 
ously  to  'the  public  ?  He  who  attempu 
the  labour  would  find  difficulties,  much 
surpassing  his  patience.  It  is  true 
that  a  Compilation  has  been  drswn 
up  entitled  "  A  Statement  of  the  Pens! 
Laws  affecting  his  Majesty's  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  in  Ireland,,  and  a  «• 
milar  compilation  has  been  also  given  to 
the  public  by  another  professional  geotls- 
man,  stating  those  laws  which  more  immt- 
diately  aflect  the  Catholics  of  fiiglaod : 
but  will  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
place  an  implicit  ^nfidence  in  either  ? 
Confidence,  I  mean,  to  the  extent  of  ab- 
aoltttely  governing  its  legislative  enact- 
menu  upon  the  basis  of  time  statemeoti. 

With  respect  to  the  '*  Statement  of  tbs 
Penal  Laws  afiectingthe  Catholics  of  Irs« 
bnd/'  ive  have  read  that  it  bas  been  faac- 
tioned  by  a  great  agcregate  amemhiyi 
the  book,  in  two  parts,  has  gone  forth  into 
the  worki,  passed  through  many  ediliMf' 
and  ie  probably  in  the  bands  of  msny  •■ 
the  membera  of  tbis  HMise.  I  mast  ssy 
that  I  lament  that  the  teat  of  the  U^ 
Aauld  have  been  so  moctf  overwheUoed 
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with  ibe  commetiUry;  in  my  jndgairat 
il  would  have  been  tufficient^  merely  to 
have  pointed  ooi  the  laws  preMing  upon 
the  Rottau  Catholict,  especially  avoiding 
ftll  the  acrimony  of  commentary  which 
spreads  through  and  OTerwhelms  the  State* 
ment.  If  i  am  to  regulate  my  opinion  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  text  by  the  correctness  of 
the  coflimentary,  I  most  withhold  my  con- 
fidence. I  recollect,  in  one  part  of  that 
work,  the  compiler  recitea  a  conference 
with  a  nobia  lord,  who  he  tells  us  had  a 
cooTersation  with  the  present  Pope:  in 
ibat  interview  the  Pope  is  represented  as 
complaining  of  the  treatment  he  received 
from  this  country,  contrasted  with  other 
«tatei^>  **  Every  other  state/'  exclaimed 
bin  holiness,  '*  sends  to  me  their  ambas- 
ndors— their  envoys  or  their  ministers-— 
your  country  alone  refuses  me  that  cour- 
tesy/' Whatever  might  have  passed  be- 
tureen  Pius 7,  and  the  noble  lord  alluded  to, 
I  most  be  permitted  to  entertain  my 
doubts  of  the  accuracy  of  the  representa- 
tion ;  for  i  contend  that  it  is  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  See  of  Rome  that  no  am* 
basaador,  envoy,  or  minister  shall  be  re- 
ceived, who  does  not  come  accredited  by 
a  Roman  Catholic  state.  I  know  that 
Rvssia,  Prussia,  and  Sweden  has  agents 
nt  Rome  both  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
ibr  communications  with  the  Datary,  but 
they  are  not  accredited  representatives  of 
their  sovereigns.  This  assertion  I  make 
not  merely  from  the  general  notoriety  of 
the  fact,  but  on  the  authority  of  the  in 
atructtons*  drawn  up  by  order  of  Pius  6, 
for  the  conduct  of  a  prelate,  sent  into  this 
country  in  I79S  —  th^  late  cardinal 
Enkine.  In  those  instructions  was  an  ar* 
ticle  expressly  stating  that  it  was  the 
fixed  policy  of  the  court  of  Rome  to  allow 
of  no  dipkimatic  representation  from  any 
Kon-Catholic  prince.  '  A  copy  of  these 
instructioni  were  transmitted  to  me  by 
the  cardinal's  secretary  of  state,  by  order 
of  the  sovereign  pontiff  himself,  but  I 
now  refer  to  them  merely  to  shew  the  fa- 
cility With  which  the  compiler  of  the 
Statement  gives  currency  to  error.-— I  will 
not  detain  the  committee  by  pointing  out 
other  errors,  though  I  might  state  one,  in- 
deed, not  very  courteously,  indeed  I  h»ight 
aay  very  coarsely,  directed  against  my* 
aelf.  But  this  Statement,  however  accu- 
rate in  other  respects,  I  contend  is  not  an 
authority  to  supersede  the  investigation  of 
»  commutes*  which  alone  is  competent  to 
•xamine  and  repoi  t  the  state  of  those  laws, 
which  must  b«  cleaHy  in  our  viaw»  befoia 
(VOL,  XXIV.)  I 
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we  can  ade(|uately  legialata  on  this  im« 
portant  question. 

Another  part  of  the  useful  labours  of 
such  a  committee  would  be  to  ascertaia 
and  aothenticate  the  answers  to  the  ques* 
tiotts  submitted,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Pitt» 
to  aiz  of  the  Catholic  universities.— The 
right  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Ar« 
magh,  hat,  more  than  once,  asserted  that 
those  answers  rest  merely  on  the  aotho-^ 
rity  of  a  private  individual— the  late  Dr« 
Hussey,*— this  is  not  the  fact— two  pr»t 
lates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  commn<^ 
nion  are  now  in  the  kingdom,,  whoso 
attestations  under  their  own  hands  are 
in  my  possession,  and  which»  together 
with  the  attestationa  of  the  surviving 
members  of  the  committee  incommiH 
nication  with  Mr.  Pitt,  I  bad  the  ho* 
nour  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  this  HousOt 
though  not  aothoHtatively,  in  tbo  course 
of  a  former  debate ;  a  course  which  waa 
afterwards  taken  by  an  illustrious  peraoo** 
age,  ill  another  place.  I  consider  it  there- 
fore as  a  matter  of  no  light  Interest  to 
have  these  answers  authenticated,  aa 
scarcely  any  document  of  more  import* 
ance  can  be  produced  in  favour  of  the  in* 
tegrity  of  the  civil  principles  of  Romaa 
Catholics  as  subjects  of  a  state,  not  in  com* 
monion  with  Rome.— I  meat!  and  contend 
that  the  integrity  of  their  allegiance  is  in 
perfect  consonance  with  the  doctrine  and 
discipline  of  their  church,  though  it  may 
have  bflen  been  at  variance  with  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  coiirt  of  Rome. 

Again,  the  resolutions  of  the  four  metro* 
politan  and  six  senior  Roman^Catholic  hi* 
shops  of  Ireland,  transmitted  to  the.  noble 
viscount  on  the  treasury  bench  in  1799,  ia 
a  document  which  ought  to  be  officially 
substantiated.  How  often  have  we  heard 
that  ^rransement  misrepresented,  both 
within  and  without  the  doors  of  parlia* 
ment.  The  decryers  of  the  measure  con* 
tend  that  the  resolutions  were  voted  in  what 
they  call  the  reign  of  terror,  though  the 
contrary  can  be  proved  to  be  the  fact.  I 
regret  I  feel  myself  so  often  constrained 
to  go  over  the  same  beaten  track— but  it 
is  but  too  necessary.— Resolutions  pro* 
ceeding  from  such  authority  and  recrgnis- 
ing  the  principle  of  the  fitness  and  joatice 
of  the  interference  of  the  esecetive  go* 
vernroent,  in  ascerlainmg  the  loyalty  of 
any  individual  propoaed  to  fill  a  vacant 
Roman  Catholic  see,  ought  to  be  fully  as- 
certained upon  the  records  of  such  a  comp- 
mittee.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  think  the  end  proposed  by  thote 
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prelates  might  ttaye  been    obtained*  by 
means  more  consonant  to  the  feeling^  and 
oreditotlhe  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  than 
by  those  proposed.-«<The  prelates  propos- 
ed to  go  the  length  of  a  canonical  election 
before  they  intimated  to  government  the 
name  of  the  individual  who  was  in  their 
contemplation,  and  if  that  individual  wasaf- 
terwardi  objected  to-*he  was  thrown  back 
vpon  the  second  order  of  clergy,  and  the 
prelates  proceeded  to  a  new  election.  The 
obvious  inconvenience  and  painful  resoltto 
the  individual  rejected,  might  be  readily 
obviated  by  submitting  to  government,  in 
the  first  instance,  a  list  of  all  those  persons 
whom  they  considered  eligible,  and  pro* 
ceeding  to  election  from  the  reduced  list, 
should  it  happen  to  be  reduced,  which  I 
should  conceive  would  very  rarely  or  ever 
be  the  case  in  future.    By  adopting  such 
an  arrangement  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity,  even  upon  their  own  principles, 
to  have  consulted  the  see  of  Rome  before 
they  applied  for  the  faculties  of  institu- 
tion.— A  sketch  of  regulations  which  I 
drew  up  on  this  principle  I  have  hereto- 
fore observed  was  severely  animadverted 
upon  by  Mr.C.  Keogh,  in  a  pamphlet  which 
•uggested,  what  he  considered  a  more  ad- 
visable mode,  which  was  that  of  a  Veto 
vpon  the  election  of  the  bishops,  exercis- 
ed by  all  the  Catholic  population,  *"  simol- 
''  taneoQsly  polled  in  all  the  parishes.''— « 
Such  was  the  Veto  of  Mr.  Keogh. 

My  right  hon.  friend  the  member  for  Li- 
verpool has  adverted,  and  much  to  my  sa- 
tisfaction, to  the  necessity  of  adopting  a 
regulation  of  which  I  have  uniformly  been 
the  strenuous  advocate,  namely,  a  eon- 
trottl  upon  the  intromission  of  pontifical 
bulls  and  rescripts.  I  have  ever  eonsi- 
dered  a  regulation  of  this  description  as 
offering  a  much  greater  security  in  Jtself 
Chan  an  original  controul  over  ecclesiasti- 
cal nominations,  and  highly  necessary  to 
nccompany  it«— In  looking  to  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  regulation  I  have  the  autho- 
rity of  every  Catholic  stato  in  Europe,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  reformed  churches. 

In  the  last  recess  of  parliament  I  repre- 
•entedtothe  nobleviscount  on  ^he  Treasury- 
beach,  with  whom,  as  I  have  before  stated 
in  tliis  House,  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
ifi  correspondence  on  this  subject  anterior 
to  the  Union,  that  I  was  anxious  to  receive 
lurther  information  through  tlie  medium  of 
bis  Majesty's  ministers,  accredited  to  such 
ceuru  with  whom  we  retained  any  foreign 
telations.  His  lordshipobligingly  acceded 
in  my  reqeest,  and  all  the  antwert  1  have 


received  to  the  questions  transmitted  totbena 
have  completely  verified  the  information  I 
before  obtained,  and  added  many  highly 
interesting  facts.    The  right  to  the  ciowa 
both  as  to  nominations  to  the  episcopacy, 
and  a  controul  over  all  papal  rescripts,  is 
still  scrupulously  adhered  to  in  the  king« 
dom  of  Sicily :    a  royal  dispatch  of  the 
32d  Feb.  1779,  extended  the  power  so  far 
as  to  prevent  *any  of  the  king's  sobjectn 
applying  to  the  see  of  Rome  for  bnth  of 
dispensation  in  the  first  instance,  withoot 
the    consent  of  the   king,  and  also  ex- 
tended to  all  monastical  orders  in  points  of 
government.   The  courtof the  Monarchia, 
in  Sicily,  which  has  supreme  jurisdiction 
in  ecclesiastical  matters,  is  regulated  by  n 
judge  of  his  majesty's  nomination.     It 
would  here  be  too  tedious  to  enter  into  thn 
details  of  those  regulations,  which  secure 
the  crown  and  the  subject  against  any 
encroachments  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction 
even  in  spirituals.  Similar  regulations  ob* 
toin  at  the  present  hour  in  Portugal— tbn 
same  in  Spain.    The  Galilean  church  we 
know  was  protected  by  a  corresponding 
institution,  and  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1442,  the  Supreme  Council  of  frovence 
enacted  "  that  no  rescript  from  the  See  of 
Rome  should  be  permitted  to  be  executed 
within  the  stete,  till  it  had  received  the 
fiat  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  govern* 
ment." — In  a  word  the  unitersality  of  Uie 
Regkm  Exequatur  or  PiaeUum,  or  supreme 
controul  of  the  sovereign  upon  the  adniis« 
sion  of  all  papal  rescripu,  is  in  every  stato 
of  the  continent  established  beyond  con* 
troversy  :  the  Roman  Catholic  and  tiM  re« 
formed  churches  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  adoption  of  securities  of  this 
description ;  demonstrating  the  necessity, 
by  the  universalitv  of  their  concorrence, 
I  have  often  had[  occasion  to  notice  the 
only  provision  we  have  upon  our  statute 
books  which  poinu  directly  against  the  In* 
tromission  of  such  rescripts  from  the  papal 
see,  namely,  the  stetute  IS  Elinabeth,  ch. 
3.    In  the  spirit  of  the  sanguinary  timea 
when  it  was  enacted,  it  denounces  the  pe« 
nalties  of  high  treason  against  the  intro- 
duction of  every  papal  bull,  brief  or  re* 
script  from  the  see  of  Rome,  however  in* 
nocent  ito  object.    This  Act  was  left  on* 
repealed  on  our  sUtute-books  when  the 
statutes  of  toleration  in  favor  of  Roman 
Catholics  passed  the  legislation    In  the 
years  1701  and  1793.    As  the  Act,  from  tit 
sanguinary  hue,  has  never  been  enforced, 
an  unchecked  communication  with  the 
aee   of   Rome    resulta    from    ii,   open 
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to  great  abuse,  and  in  some  circumstances, 
as  at  the  present  hour,  might  be  attended 
with  mischievoas  consequences. 

I  am  hr  from  imputing  to  the  Catholics 
of  the  United  Kingdom  any  recent  abuse  of 
their  communications  with  the  see  of 
Bomcj  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why  our 
mnoicipal  regulations  should  be  guided 
by  a  less  cautious  policy  in  this  respect, 
.than  the  regulations  of  those  states  wherein 
the  sovereign  himself  is  in  communion 
with  the  see  of  Rome.  Without  any  great 
atretch  of  imagination  we  can  conceive  it 
posttble  that  abuses  may  exist,  as  they 
have  existed,  and  those  who  are  not  dis- 
posed to  take  a  wider  range  of  inquiry  may 
satisfy  themselves  by  the  perusal  of  my  lord 
chief  justice  Coke's  5th  Report,  in  Cau- 
dry's  Case,  where  the  whole  law  of  the 
ancient  jurisdiction  of  the  crown  is  laid 
down  with  great  perspicuity. 

It  is  not  possible  to  speak  upon  this  sub- 
ject without  retracing  the  beaten  ground 
of  the  "  Veto,''  and  again  I  must  say  that 
for  many  weeks  after  that  measure  had 
been  introduced  in  this  House  by  my  right 
bon.  friend  the  member  for  Dublin,  the 
principal  prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  still  adhered  to  the  propriety  of  its 
adoption,  and  even  afler  a  host  of  popular 
writers  had  raised  a  cry  throughout  the 
country  in  opposition  to  it,  and  in  a 
manner  intimidated  the  prelates  into  a 
vote  declaring  it  "  inexpedient;"  that  in- 
expediency was  avowed  by  the  primate 
and  Dr. Troy,  to  result  only  from  "  existing 
circomstances."-*In  the  various  synodical 
acta  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  prelacy, 
as  I  have  often  observed,  they  have  never 
controverted  the  principle,  though  they 
have  pointedly  condemned  another  mea- 
sure, that  of  domestic  nomination  in 
chapters,  a  practice  countenanced  nearly 
through  all  ^he  German  states,  and  which 
is  certainly  more  congenial  to  the  ancient 
discipline  of  the  church.  Where  the  no- 
mination is  exercised  by  the  sovereign, 
reserving  the  institution,  and  in  particular 
instances  the  collation,  to  the  Pope,  we  may 
take  it  for  granted  ihat  it  is  an  arrange- 
ment made  at  the  expence  of  the  second 
order  of  clergy,  but  herein  I  have  never 
presoned  to  suggest  an  a ke ration.  I  have 
looked  principally,  if  not  wholly  to  the 
aecnrity  <»f  the  state,  as  far  as  assuring  our- 
aelveaof  the  loyalty  of  the  persons  select- 
ed 10  possess  so  great  an  influence  upon 
the  paople  committed  to  their  charge,, 
wiihoiii  interfering  in  the  details  of  elec* 
A  faci  haa  been  nM>f  a  than  once 


stated,  and  if  not  explained  I  am  gives 
to  understand  it  may  be  subject  to  in^ 
jurious  misconception :  I  had  formerly 
observed  that  Dr.  Bellew,  the  present 
bishop  of  Killala,  unibrtunately  had  a  br^ 
ther  deeply  engaged  in  the  Rebellion  of 
1798.  I  mentioned  it  to  shew  the  ad  van* 
tage  which  might  have  been  derived  from 
an  intercourse  with  government,  that  the 
electors  might  thereby  .become  apprised 
of  facts  which  might  involve  the  disquali* 
fication  of  an- individual,  in  other  respects 
unexceptionable.  No  one  can  impute 
disloyalty  to  Dr.  Bellew,  but  if  the  Roman 
Catholic  see  of  Killala  had  been  vacant  at 
the  moment  his  brother  was  approaching 
the  town,  in  1798,  at  the  head  of  an  hos- 
tile force,  such  an  intimation  assuredly 
would  have  prevented  an  election  in  hia 
favour.  I  have  long  known  Dr.  Bellew, 
and  my  favourable  prepossessions  remain 
unimpaired  by  the  lapse  of  time.  Dr» 
Hussey's  nomination  to  the  see  of  Water* 
ford  is  an  instance  also  in  reference  to 
which,  I  noticed  that  if  the  transactions  of 
that  prelate  at  the  court  of  Madrid  in 
1786  had  been  known  to  the  electors,  Dr« 
Hussey  could  not  have  been  placed  in  the 
station  he  afterwards  filled.  [Here  sir  John 
Hippisley  went  into  a  detail  of  the  natora 
of  those  transactions,  with  a  view  to  illua* 
trate  the  principle  of  the  utility  of  a  com* 
munication  between  the  electors  and  hia 
Majesty's  ministers,  respecting  the  nomi« 
nation  to  Catholic  prelacies.]  But  I  roost 
not  overlook  a  part  of  this  subject  wherein 
it  is  necessary  to  answer  the  pointed  call 
I  am  honoured  with  by  the  Speaker, 
now  sitting  in  our  committee.  And  here 
I  would  ask  my  right  hon.  friend,  does  ho 
seriously  think  that  the  oaths  as  they  now 
stand  of  the  14th,  of  the  31st,  and  33d  of 
his  present  Majesty,  are  clearly  under* 
stood  by  those  who  administer  or  by  those 
who  take  them  ?  Are  they  of  such  simple 
comprehension  as  to  be  considered  fit  for 
adoption  in  any  bill  he  may  bring  forward 
on  this  subject  ?  I  fear  they  will  not  be  so 
considered  by  the  House.  The  history  of 
the  oath  of  1793  1  have  before  adverted 
to :  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  made  a  de* 
claration  of  their  principles.  An  oath  was 
proposed  in  1793  by  the  earl  of  Bucking* 
hamshire,  then  secretary  of  the  govern* 
ment,  and  the  learned-  gentleman  (Dr« 
Duigenan)  then  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
exclaimed,  *'  the  Catholics  have  made  a 
solemn  declaration  of  their  principles,  let 
the  oath  be  drawn  up  in  the  words  of  their 
declaration*"    It  was  so  drawn  up  by  him* 
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self*  and  in  his  candour  he  then  obseiredi 
**  let  them  swear  to  it,  they  are  honest 
men,  and  I  will  beliefe  their  declaration/' 
In  a  review  of  these  oaths  I  would  ask, 
whether  when  the  Catholic  priest  swears 
to  the  disclosure  of  all  traitorous  conspi* 
racies,  it  is  not  generally  understood  that 
if  treason  be  disclosecl  to  him,  eren  in 
confession,  he  is  bound  by  his  oath  to 
reveal  it  ?  I  answer  for  the  Catholic  priest, 
that  in  his  own  honest  conception  of  bis 
duties  he  is  not  so  bound — and  moreover 
he  is  fortified  by  the  established  canonical 
discipline  of  the  Church  of  England, 
which  authorises  the  minister  of  the  esta- 
blishment, nay,  commands  him,  to  con- 
ceal ''  all  such  crimes  as  are  committed 
to  his  secrecy,  in  confession,  under  pain 
of  ecclesiastical  censures."  It  was  upon 
ibis  point,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  that 
the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Wil- 
berforce)  so  much  misunderstood  me,  that, 
when  I  adverted  to  this  1 13th  constitution 
or  canon  of  1603,  be  exclaimed  '*  You  are 
quoting  a  Popish  canon/'— I  will  here  con- 
tent myself  to  repeat  that  those  canons 
of  1603,  constitute  the  great  code  of  re* 
gulation  of  our  church  establishment,  and 
the  principle,  as  I  have  before  often  no- 
ticed, has  been  recognized  by  the  highest 
authorities  of  our  courts  of  law.  I  have 
heretofore  ob^ervtdalso  that'our  municipal 
law  in  this  re«pect  is  at  is^ue  witH  our  ec- 
clesiastical law.  By  the  latter  the  minis- 
ter is  commanded  to^  conceal  all  crimes 
committed  to  his  secrecy  in  confession,  of 
howcverdeep  a Hye," provided  they  be  not 
auch  as  the  concealment  might  endanger 
his  own  life/'  Now  as  the  concealment  of 
high  treason  subjects  only  the  offender  to 
the  penalties  attached  to  premunire,  name- 
ly,  imprisonment,  at  the  king's  pleasure, 
and  forfeiture  of  goods,it  follows  that  there 
18  no  crime  existing  upon  our  statute  ^'ooks 
the  bare  concealment  of  which  constitutes 
•  capitnl  offence.  The  minister  therefore 
of  the  Church  of  England  is,  by  the  eccle- 
oiastical  constitutions,  bound  to  conceal 
what  the  municipal  law  commands  him  to 
reveal;  but  thin  subject  1  have  so  often 
before  pressed  that  it  is  unnecessary  now  to 
dwell  upon  it ;  I  will  only  observe  that  a 
new  provision  ought  necessarily  to  be 
framed,  explicttty  sanctioning  the  con- 
scientious scruple  of  the  Catholic  priest, 
and  protecting  him  against  misconstruction. 
It  became  a  question  with  Henry  4th  of 
France,  whether  the  seal  of  confession 
should  not  be  broken,  but  the  kin^, 
upon  sutture  deliberaiioo«  abandoned  bit 


purpose— <-it  was  wisely  obserred  that  b^ 
withdrawing  the  obligation  of  secrecy,  a 
solitary  instance  might  occur  of  some  pub- 
lic utility,  but  the  seal  of  confessioD  being 
no  longer  to  be  considered  as  a  protection 
to  the  penitent,  crimes  would  bo  no  loo|fer 
avowed,  and  eyery  advantage  resoltiDg 
from  the  instttation  would  be  lost  to  so- 
ciety. I  have  examined  the  application 
of  this  tenet  of  Catholic  discipline  with  no 
light  attention,  not  even  passing  oTer  th* 
cells  of  our  public  prisons  for  examples  of 
useful  application,  and  1  can  uke  upon 
myself  to  affirm  that,  under  the  wholo- 
some  influence  of  a  most  worthy  priest^ 
whose  name  I  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  duty 
to  mention  (Mr.  Devereux,  who  attends  too 
gaol  of  Newgate)  the  detection  of  tho 
most  notorious  offenders  and  the  restitution 
of  property  to  a  great  amount,  have  at 
various  times  been  made  tf  great  poblie 
as  well  as  private  advantage. 

I  shall  now  prc»ceedtotbeoath  of  1793; 
the  oath  which,  as  I  have  stated,  was  drawn 
up  by  a  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
from  the  declaration  made  by  the  Catho« 
lies  anterior  to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
in  parliament.  The  Catholic  by  this  oath 
swears  that  he  will  not  exercise  any  pri- 
vilege to  which  he  is  or  may  become  en* 
titled,  "  to  disturb  and  weaken  tbe  Pro* 
testant  religion  and  Protestant  govemnieot 
in  this  kingdom.''  The  construction  of 
tbe  Catholic  upon  this  clau»e  is  "  that 
it  is  necessary  lo  disturb  and  weaken^ 
not  only  the  Protestant  religion,  but  like* 
wise  the  Protestant  government,  in  order 
to  violate  this  clause,  and  that  if  it 
had  been  put  disjunctively  as  it  was  pro- 
posed to  be,  it  would  have  been  inad- 
missible by  the  Catholics."  I  think  1  need 
not  say  that  thii*  is  a  sort  of  special  plead- 
ing upon  the  construrtion  of  an  oath  %vhich 
ought  to  have  been  avoidetl,  and .  an  oath 
of  so  complicated  a  description  ought 
never  to  have  been  imposed.  I  feel  my- 
selfcalled  upon  to  give  the  House  all  tho 
information  in  my  power  on  this  point. 
The  Catholic  defends  himself  by  telling 
you  that  if  be  is  not  to  weaken  tbe  esta* 
blishment  in  any  way,  you  roost  precludo 
him  from  preaching  and  teaching.  Each 
sect  of  Christians  may  fairly  be  alk>wed 
to  ex«'rctse  their  polemical  weapons  whUo 
they  keep  within  the  pale  of  good  citijWB» 
ship,  but  I  contend  that  an  oath  shoald  ho 
so  simple  and  explicit  as  not  to  be  open 
to  these  subtle  distinctions^— nor  ooold  I 
overlook  these  distinctions  even  if  I  had 
not  beea  called  opoo^  u  they  hare  biiv 
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vr^  by  the  Catholics  themielret,  and 

t Tinted  in  a  note  nibjoined  to  the  oath. 
Here  tir  J.  H.  read  the  note.] 
The  gOTernment  of  the  Dutch  United 
Pkt>f  inces  were  wise  id  adopting  tecori- 
tics  of  a  difierent  description*  xhey  re- 
ceifed  a  disarowal  of  obnozioas  principles 
under  the  "  priestly  word''  of  an  eccle- 
aiasiic»  and  confided  rather  to  practical 
collateral  securities  than  to  the  mere  test  of 
an  oath.  I  am  Terv  far  from  nnderralue- 
Ing  the  sanctity  of  an  oath,  hot  security 
most  be  sought  against  those  whom  oaths 
will  not  bind— such  were  the  secnrities 
which  the  states  of  Holland  had  wisely  in- 
lerposedf  and  such  were  the  securities 
which  every  state  In  Europe  hare  in  their 
wisdom  andf  policy  at  some  time  or  another 
•nacted. 

I  am  extremely  nnwillinff  to  detain  the 
House  to  this  length,  but  I  cannot  aToid 
adverting  to  that  sort  of  investigation, 
which  I  conceive  should  be  adopted  in  a 
committee,  for  though  I  have  often  urged 
the  oourte  that  I  think  ou|ht  to  be  por- 
Med,  yet  I  am  now  speakine  within  the 
Iiearing  of  many  to  whom  the  subject  is 
comparatively  new.  As  an  elucidation 
of  the  propriety  of  calling  for  e?  idence,  I 
think  it  right  to  state,  that  the  prelates  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  within  this 
realm  had,  till  a  recent  period,  been  in-' 
variably  named  by  the  representstive  of 
the  House  of  Stuart.  An  original  regtuter 
of  their  nominaUons  might  be  laid  before 
the  House,  upon  an  address  to  the  Prince 
Begent.  [Sir  John  Hippisley  then  went 
into  details  of  the  nature  of  the  evidence, 
which  he  would  wish  to  record  in  a  select 
committee,  conformably  to  the  practice 
of  other  governments.  In  reference  to  the 
appointment  of  bishops  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic communfon*-He  spoke  in  terms  of 
snach  praise  of  bishop  Poynter,  the  apos- 
tolic vicar  of  the  London  district,  but  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  the  description  of 
prelacy  that  he  could  wish  to  retain  in  this 
conntry,  as  it  was  little  suited  to  the 
apirit  of  our  government,  an  apostolic 
vicar  being  in  mt  but  a  mere  delegate  of 
tbe  see  of  Rome,  and  revocable  at  her 
pleasure].  Thus  far  ha?e  I  adverted  (con- 
tinued sir  J.  H.)  to  various  heads  of 
investigation  for  a  select  committee,  and 
mow  lei  us  look  also  to  the  proposed 
conrseof  my  rif ht  hon. friend.  After  we 
have  voted  in  tavor  of  his  proposition,  he 
brings  in  his  Bill,  what  may  not  the  House 
tboB  say,  and  what  may  not  an  hon.  mem- 
nei  (the  nember  for  Bedford)* 


then  say  ?«— will  he  not  then,  esclaids 
as  he  did  a  few  nights  since  upon  ano* 
ther  grave  subject:  <'Will  the  people 
of  England  be  contented  with  mere  states 
ments,  will  they  not  call  for  documents  ?** 
PThe  hon.  baronet  then  recurred  to  the 
Uharse  of  the  bishbp  of  Lincoln,  (cespect* 
ing  the  discipline  or  the  council  of  Trent)^ 
the  bishop  baring  fallen  into  tb^  same 
error  as  Mr.  Perceval  did,  in  quc^rng  a 
passage  from  Professor  De  la  Hogoe'sTrea* 
tise,  without  adverting  to  an  antecedent 
section  of  the  same  tract,  which  refuted 
of  the  inference  drawn  from  the  cited 
passage.]  In  a  committee  you  will  havf 
an  opportunity  of  investigating  all  such 
points.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  Commit* 
tee  should  be  empowered  to  report  oni« 
nions,  but  that  it  should  be  mereljr  the  m>- 
strument  of  the  House,  in  puttmg  upon 
record  the  requisite  cTidence.  1  have  no 
objection  to  an  open  committee,  provided 
it  be  not  a  committee  of  tbe  whole  House. 
The  report  of  such  a  committee  going 
forth  to  the  people  of  England,  I  conceive 
to  be  a  measure  which  the  House  could 
scarcely  dispense  with,  when  they  looked 
around  them  and  witnessed  the  gross  mis* 
conception  obtaining  on  every  side  with 
respect  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
Adverting  to  the  tests  necessary  to  be 
taken  by  Catholics,  I  own  1  feel  a  great 
di^positlon  to  adopt  the  example, of  the 
states  of  Holland,  before  adrerted  to« 
where  tbe  Catholic  population  is  nearly  at 
a  par  with  that  of  the  Protestants ;  and 
not  merely  in  this  respect  would  I  wish  to 
imitate  tbe  example  oT  that  once  sagacious 
government,  their  ecclesi^tical  regula* 
tions,  for  the  exterior  government  of  the 
different  sects  of  religion,  which  were  not 
dominant,  being  most  wisely  framed,  and 
acted  upon  with  a  salutary  policy.  In  a 
select  committee,  I  am  persuaded  such 
facts  would  come  out  in  evidence,  as 
would  naturally  point  to  the  remedies  ne* 
cessary  to  be  applied,  where  danger  was  to 
he  apprehended  from  foreign  encroach* 
ment — indeed  it  reouired  no  stretch  of 
gonitis  to  suggest  tnose  remedies— they 
were  practical  remedies,  resorted  to,  under 
various  modifications,  in  every  other  state. 
In  reference  to  the  Roman  Catholic  pre- 
lates, speaking  of  them  as  a  body,  I  am 
persuaded  the  King  has  not  a  more  loyal 
description  of  subjects.  A  noble  lord, 
who,  when  a  memljer  of  thi»  House,  brought 
in  the  tolerating  Act  of  1791,  expressed  a 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  English  Church 

goveromeni  of  tbe  Bomaa  Caiholtcs«  op* 


ISBT]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

posed  to  that  in  Ireland-^but  no  man  who 
will  lo6k  into  the  constitation  of  those  go- 
Ternments*  can,  I  think,  deliberately  give 
Ibis  voice  in  favor  of  a  delegation,  purely 
dependant  upon  the  will  of  the  Pope,  un- 
protected by  the  securities  of  canonical 
regulation.  Such  a  government  is  humi- 
liating to  the  Catholic,  and  eventually 
dangerous  to  the  state.  It  eludes  in  a 
great  degree  an  adequate  power  of  regu- 
lation'—for  you  cannot  properly  recognize 
such  a  delegation— >nor  can  there  be  strict- 
ly speaking  any  electors  of  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal delegate^  bearing  such  a  commission. 

[Sir  John  Hippisley  then  went  into  fur- 
ther details  of  the  objects  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  its  probable  beneficial  effects 
upon  the  public  mind,  at  present  labouring 
under  contrasted  assertions,  without  the 
power  of  resorting  to  any  authoritative  do- 
cuments to  direct  their  judgment]— It  can 
only  be  by  such  means  that  early  preju- 
dices can  be  reconciled  to  the  measures 
now  in  contemplation  even  in  the  most 
limited  degree— and  who  could  have  an- 
ticipated fifty  years  ago  that  we  should 
now  be  sitting  in  deliberation  on  the 
claims  now  before  the  House  ?  As  I  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  offering  my  senti- 
ments again  in  the  course  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  shall  now  sit  down,  declaring 
that  I  concur  in  the  Inotion  of  my  right 
bon.  friend,  as  a  preliminary  measure 
leading  to  the  necessary  coastiiution  of 
another  investigation,  commensurate  tojall 
the  preliminary  arrangements  of  a  liberal 
legislative  enactment,  under  those  safe- 
guards which  the  principles  of  the  con* 
stitution  have  an  unquestionable  right  to 
demand. 

Mr.  Baihursi  said,  that  after  the  decided 
majority  of  the  House  for  going  into  a 
committee,  he  should  endeavour  to  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question,  on  the  footing 
upon  which  it  stood*  The  Itesolution  of 
last  session  was  for  considering  the  ques- 
tion generally,  with  the  view  to  two  ob- 
jects— the  conciliation  of  the  Catholics, 
and  security  to  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment. It  seemed  to  him,  that  the  pro* 
motors  of  the  question  did  not  see  their 
way.  He  objected  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
cecMling  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  mover  of  the  Resolution.  He 
was  aware,  that  in  all  que«jLions  relative  to 
nn  alteration  in  the  laws  of  the  country, 
the  regular  mode  was  to  submit  the  propo* 
aition  to  a  committee;  but  the  persoa 
making  the  prefMsition  stated  the  mea* 
lure  he.bad  in  fiew»  described  its  general 
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bearings,  pointed  out  what  it  was  bis  ob* 
iect  to  approve,  ^nd  how  far  he  was  will- 
ing to  qualify  it,  and  that  being  done,  a 
resolution  wi^  founded  upon  a  motion,  to 
accomplish  the  ulterior  object  in  view. 
A  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  1772 
and  1791,  would  shew  that  such  was  the 
parliamentary  course.  One  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding there  was  which  seemed  to  he  in- 
tended, and  by  which  in  a  committee,  the 
particular  objects  not  .beiug  specified,  the 
affairs  of  religion  might  be  considered  at 
large,  and  any  point  might  be  proposed 
and  discussed;  and  .then  the  resolotioni 
would  form  the  foundation  of  a  Bill.  But 
the  course  now  pursued  was  different,  and 
the  Resolution  gave  them  very  little  infoff* 
mation  generally,  and  none  at  all,  indeed, 
as  to  particulars,  of  the  measure  by  which 
it  was  to  be  followed.  The  subject  was 
one  of  very  great  extent,  comprising,  |t 
once,  the  state  of  the  Protestant  and  of  the 
Catholic  church— and  he  should  have  heen 
very  glad  if  the  right  hon.  mover,  or  the 
hon.  baronet  who  bad  just  addressed 
them,  had  proposed  any  thing  which 
might  be  looked  upon  as  the  foundation  of 
a  future  Bill,  instead  of  this  vague  and  in- 
determinate Resolution.  The  propoaition 
laid  down  this  principle,  that  *' relief 
ought  to  be  f^ranted  to  his  Majesty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjects;"  but  it  was 
worded  in  such  general  terms,  that  if 
leave  were  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  puv- 
suant  to  that  Resolution,  he  would  defy 
the  ingenuity  of  man  to  state  what  mea- 
sure would  finally  result  from  a  power  so 
large  and  so  indefinite.  But  they  were 
told,  that  time  was  to  be  given— 4hey 
were  told,  after  having  been  first  informed 
that  immense  good  would  immediately  be 
derived  from  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion, that  the  examination  of  the  measure 
to  be  proposed  was  to  be  left  to  a  future 
time,  and  they  were  to  recollect  all  the 
sentiments  which  had  been  recently  ex- 
pressed on  the  investigation  of  this  ques- 
tion, as  containing  principles  by  which 
their  decision  might  be  guided,  and  by  a 
recurrence  to  which  they  might  amend 
and  improve  any  Bill  which  might  be  of^ 
fered  to  them,  mbody  could  guess  wh^ 
the  Bill  was  to  be.  When  that  Bill  should 
afterwarda  come  to  its  committee,  they 
would  have  to  recollect  all  the  discordant 
opinions  of  those  who  had  voted  for  a 
committee  in  the  first  instance*  TM 
withdut  meaning  any  disrespect  to  the 
right  hon.  mover,  did  not  appear  to  him  te 
ba  a  fair  parliamantary  way  of  diaiiaC 
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with  a  qaestton  of  this  importmct.    The 
right  hon.  moTer  had  dticiaimed  the  idea 
that  it  had  ever  entered  the  mind  of  anan 
to  grant  unconditional  concession  (and  of 
coarse  his  plan  in  general  roust  he  one  of 
conciliation  and  reffoiation)  but«  if  that 
w^e  not  the  inteniion— if  the  only  plan 
were  concession,  mixed  with  safeguards 
and  restrictions,  was  it  not,  then,  of  the 
irery  essence  of  the  measure,  that  those 
who  would  be  called  on  to  agree  to  it, 
should  know  what  it  was  ?  Or,  was  the 
ultimate  proposition  to  be  covered  and 
concealed,  by  the  generality  of  the  ex- 
pressions contained  in  the  Resolution  be- 
fore the  House  ?  The  substance  of  that 
Besolution  was,  that  parliament  should 
begin  with  doing  away  all  the  disabili- 
ties at  present  aflecting  the  Catholics,  the 
Protestant  church  of  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,    being  secured — but  how 
this  security  was  to  be  obtained,  they 
were  \eh  to  imagine.     The  principle  of 
the  Resolution   might    be  explained  as 
only  saying,  that  nothing  done  by  the 
Roman  Catholics  should  pointedly  infringe 
the  Protestant  establishment;  but,  as  to 
any  measure  for  preventing  foreign  inter- 
ference with  the  Catholic  church— as  to 
any  plan  for  removing  whatever  was  most 
obnoxious  in  the  See  or  the  Court  of  Rome 
(whichever  gentlemen  pleased  to  call  it), 
by  which  alone  danger  to  our  constitution 
coold  be  prevented,  the  right  hon.  mover 
bad  not  said  any  thing  specific,  either  on 
this  or  on  the  former  night.    All  that  was 
left  for  future  arrangement.    But  it  was 
tot  fit  the  committee  should  begin  by 
abolishing    the    ancient   guards   of   the 
church  and  state,  without  making  restric- 
tions co*ext8tent  with  such  abolition.    It 
bad  been  said  (but  not  very  candidly,  in 
his  opinion,)  that  parliament  was  reduced 
to  this  dilemma,  that  it  must  either  declare 
its  determination  never  to  grant  any  con* 
cessions,  under  any  circumstances,  of  this 
country,  of  Ireland,  or  of  Europe ;  or  that 
it  was  bound  specifically  to  avow  on  the 
present  occasion  what  it  was  proposed  to 
do.    He  really  could   not  see  that  the 
question  was  necessarily  resolved  into  one 
or  other  of  those  determinations.     It  was 
adrprising,  with  the  view  the  hon.  baronet 
bad  taken  of  the  question,  that  he  would 
countenance    this  round-about   mode  or 
vote  for  the  Resolution  as  it  then  stood. 
What  he  had  stated  of  the  interference  of 
the  see  or  court  of  Rome ;  of  the  various 
tenour  of  their  oaths ;  and  the  motion  of 
whicli  he  had  given  notice ;  all  tended  to 


point  oot  the  Hecoisity  of  a  developmt at 
of  the  plan  whidb  was  In  contemptatioti* 
The  hoa.  baronet  had  tinifornily  main* 
tained  this  prlnciplei  that  certain  regola* 
tions  should  be  entered  into  for  the  se* 
cority  of  the  establishment.    What,  then, 
was  the  course  he  ought  to  pursue,  on  hie 
own  view  of   the  subject  ?   Sorely,  he 
ought  to  have  begun  by  pointing  oot  them 
safeguards— and,  afler  having    provided 
that  the  interference  of  the  see  of  Rome 
should  be  placed  under  the  same  restric* 
tions  as  were  provided  in  the  other  Pko- 
testant  states  of  Europe,  then  provision 
might  be  made  for  a  Bill  to  repeat  the* 
laws    complained  of   by  the  Catholics* 
This  was  the  course  which,  in  hisopinioD^ 
ought  to  have  been  taken — and  it  was  not 
a  fair  or  candid  way  of  potting  theques-* 
tion»  to  say,  if  the  present  propositioit 
were  not  agreed  to,  unexplained  as  it 
stood,  that^  therefore,  the  legislature  were 
unwilling  >  to  do  any  thing.    These  were 
matters  of  less  moment,  which,  no  doubt/ 
ought  and  would  be  conceded.    He  saw 
many  difficulties  in  the  way,  bat  he  had 
never  said,  that  no  time  nor  circomstancea 
could  occur,  in  which  the  proposed  relief 
could  not  be  given.    He  denied  the  iBcon-* 
sisteney  charged  on  those  who  had  thought 
great    concessions    impracticable,   when 
they  stated  that  some  things*  such  as  what 
related  to  Irish  soldiers,  &c«  might  be 
granted.     For  instance,  il  was  foolish  to 
say,  that   the  Catholic  soldier,  cominff 
from  Ireland  to  England,  should  be  placed 
in  a  worse  situation  in  the  latter  than  he 
was  in  the  former  country.    Such  points 
as  these  might  be  conceded,  without  going 
into  the  whole  Catholic  claims.    The  de* 
mands  of  the  Catholics,  unaccompanied 
by  any  securities,  appeared  to  him  to  be 
unreasonable ;  and  he  had  a  right  to  as- 
sume, that  such  was  also  the  feelinff  of 
their  advocates,  since  not  one  of  them 
supported  their  claims  to  the  extent  which 
they  themselves  seemed  to  desire.    Pjro« 
bably  he  should  not  have  interposed  on 
the  present  occasion,  if  the  Resolution, 
instead  of  being  general,  had  been  spe* 
cific.    But,  when  it  took  its  present  shape^ 
when  the  fight  hon.  mover  stated  that  ne 
woold  leave  the  House  in  possession  of 
this  general  proposition,  and  that  he  would 
afterwards  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  on  the  ResoKition  which  he  submitted 
to  them,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  state  hia 
reasons  for  opposing  the  motion.   An  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Ponsonby,)  had  stated,  that 
no  person  now,  no  person  ever  did  talk  of 
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^  vnconditioiNil  concession.  He  would  ask 
what  was  the  language  of  the  whole  Ca* 
tholic  body  as  eiq[>ressed  in  their  peiUions. 
If  indeed*  the  Catholics  had  no  advocate 
in  that  House  who  would  venture  to  stand 
up,  mnd  assert  their  claims  to  the  full 
length  they  themselves  had  gone,  yet  the 
House  could  not  but  know  that  such  in- 
atriictions  were  in  their  brief,  and  those  tn- 
fltruclions  were  so  unreasonable,  that  the 
House  should  pause  before  it  went  any 
further,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  hopes 
there  were  of  producing  satisfaction  on 
one  side  or  the  other.  If  the  committee 
came  to  the  Resolution  before  them,  the 
next  step  would  be  to  bring  in  a  Bill  pur- 
auant  to  that  Resolution,  Now,  as  by  the 
common  consent  of  mankind,  the  right 
hon.  mover,  who  had  so  long  advocated 
the  Catholic  cause,  would  be  the  principal 

«  person  in  drawing  up  the  Bill,  and  in 
Dringing  it  forward,  they  might  perhaps 
anticipate  what  its  principal  provisions 
would  be.  All  the  restrictive  laws  would, 
of  course,  be  repealed.  Some  provisions, 
he  understood,  would  be  made  as  to  eccle- 
■lastical  courts  and  advowsons,  but  not  a 
word  would  be  mentioned  about  law  of- 
ficecst  or  about  what  securities  it  was  in* 
tended  to  propose  for  the  church.  These 
were  to  be  led  to  take  their  chance ;  some- 
thing was  to  be  done  for  the  Catholics;  but 
it  was  not  told  under  what  qualifications. 
The  Bill,  thus  constituted,  was  to  be  sent 
out  to  the  country,  amongst  a  people,  at 
the  present  moment  expressing  great  ap- 
prehensions on  this  subject^t  was  to  go 
out,  with  one  thing  resolved  upon,  "  that 
those  laws  were  to  be  repealed;"  but 
under  what  modifications  was  completely 
uncertain.  If  it  were  proposed,  that  these 
laws  should  undergo  the  consideration  of 
parliament,  he  should  not  have  troubled 
the  House  on  the  subject ;  but  when  the 
Tight  hon.  gentleman  said  "  By  n»y  Bill,  I 
will  repeal  these  laws,''  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  the  proposition,  except  unex- 
ceptionable securities  were  offered.  What 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  success 
of  such  a  Bill  ?  It  would  be  this—if  its 
provisions  were  afterwards  complained  of. 
It  would  be  demanded  of  the  legislature, 
both  by  that  party  which  approved,  and 
that  which  disapproved  it, "  why  did  you 
not  make  proper  regulations  when  it  was 
in  your  power  ?"  Why  did  you  not  op- 
pose the  Bill  in  the  first  instance  f  It  was 
therefore  neceuary  for  him  to  state  his 
objections  now.  The  question  was  eligi- 
bility ;  but  was  it  not  the  eojoynsent  of 


power  conseooent  thereupon  that  wss 
looked  to?  lo  go  on  without  knowing 
what  they  were  doing,  would  only  hold 
out  hopes  not  to  be  realised.  There 
could  be  no  injury  done  by  stopping  the 
progress  of  a  measure  in  the  committee, 
as  it  could  be  revived  in  another  stage. 
The  hon.  baronet  said,  he  would  wait  till 
he  had  seen  the  result  of  the  discuisioa 
before  this  committee,  and  then  be  would 
submit  a  motion  to  its  considerstion. 
Would  the  bon.  baronet  have  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  so  proceeding  ?  There  were  tnit 
two  questions  connected  with  the  com* 
mittee— that  immediately  before  them; 
and  that  which  was  to  follow  (if  the  for- 
mer were  successful)  namely,  the  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill.  Where,  then, 
would  be  the  opportunity  for  the  hoiu 
baronet  to  move  for  a  committee  above 
stairs,  to  examine  into  the  dogmas  of  the 
Catholic  Church  ?  Such  an  investigstioo, 
he  thooghtj  would  be  better  confined  to 
the  hon.  baronet  himself;  and  he  knew 
not  what  benefit  could  be  produced  bv  re» 
ferring  the  subject  to  a  committee  of  that 
House  Ibr  their  consideration.  It  bad 
been  frequently  alleged  m  an  argument 
on  the  paft  of  the  Catholics,  that;  having 
given  them  so  much  already,  it  followedf 
on  principles  of  consistency  and  policjr* 
nothing  now  shoukl  be  witbheM-^eir 
claims  should  be  granted  in  the  fullest  ex* 
tent.  This  argument  went  to  the  utmoit 
principle  of  granting  concession,  witfaoat 
any  regulation  or  reatriction  whatever; 
and  it  proceeded  on  this  ungracious  as- 
sumption, that  the  legislatttro  could  not 
confer  any  immunity,  nowever  consisteot 
with  the  security  of  the  state»  without  io« 
corrtng  the  risk  of  having  it  retorted  on 
them  at  a  fntui«  day—**  You  have  grant* 
ed  this,  and,  therefore,  jrou  must  gtant  the 
other ;"  although  pernapa  a  compliaoce 
with  the  demand  might  be  most  dangeroas. 
^-He  knew  not  where  this  argument  wss 
to  stop.  If  it  were  pursued  to  its  ex* 
treme  limit,  they  could  not  grant  a  step 
further  in  the  army,  or  higher  at  the  bar, 
without  occasioning  additional  aod  mof* 
pressing  claims.  Under  all  the  circom* 
stances,  he  did  not  think  the  present  node 
was^ost  conducive  to  a  temperate  con- 
sideration of  the  subject«<»and,  therefore^ 
the  House  ought  to  stand  on  their  guard. 
This  mode  of  arguing  the  question  bad 
this  night  been  strongly  enforced  by  a 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  who 
declared,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  grsnl 
the  Catholics  part  of  what  they  waoW  ^ 
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that  would  only  make  (hem  more  eager 
for  the  rest,  and  were  determined  to  get 
it ;  and  that  if  they  were  retoWed  to  stop 
now.  why  did  they  grant  them  the  elec* 
tiye  franchise  in  1793?  That  mode  of  ar** 
gumentf  as  he  had  stated,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  most  fallacioos.  If  it  was  to  be 
adopted,  the  committee  most  then  go  the 
whole  length  of  the  petitioners,  and  grant 
nnqualiBed  concessioh.  Parliament  would 
not  be  able  to  concede  some  things,  be^ 
cause  it  would  be  told,  now  you  have  con- 
ceded those,  rii  show  you  why  you  muU 
concede  more.  He  repeated  it  was  im- 
possible to  anticipate  where  such  an  argu- 
ment would  stop.  But,  he  would  ask, 
with  respect  to  the  elective  franchise,  waa 
there  no  difierence  between  allowing  a 
Catholic  to  vote  for  the  return  of  Protes- 
tant members,  and  opening  the  doors  of 
parliament  to  the  Catholic  himself  ?—»He 
thought  it  a  roost  ungracious  argument, 
and  It  behoved  that  House  to  make  a  stand 
upon  the  ^ound  they  possessed,  and  ma- 
turely deliberate  before  they  permitted  a 
new  system  pf  things  to  be  established. 
The  hon.  baronet  seemed  to  suppose  that 
what  they  were  then  doing,  was  likely  to 
conciliate  the  Catholic  body— but  he  con- 
ceived, they  would  not  be  doing  justice  to 
themselves,  if  they  did  not  negative  the 
present  Resolution— i^and,  perhaps,  another 
might  be  introduced  in  its  place,  no  less 
conciliatory  to  the  Catholics  and  at  the 
aame  time  more  satisfactory  to  the  people 
in  general. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  incorrect  in  stating,  that 
the  Roman  Catholics,  in  their  petitions, 
expressed  a  determination  not  to  accede  to 
any  regulation  whatever.  Now,  if  he  had 
read  those  petitions  right,  no  such  asser- 
tion was  contained  in  them.  They  pray- 
ed, that  every  remaining  penal  statute 
might  be  repealed ;  that,  while  they  con- 
docted  themselves  as  loyal  subjects,  they 
might  be  placed  on  a  level  with  their  Pro- 
testant brethren ;  and  that  no  disability 
ikould  be  inflicted  on  them,  in  conse- 

Soence  of  their  adherence  to  the  tenets  of 
tie  Catholic  church.  Now,  in  the  correct 
aense  of  the  word,  the  Catholic  certainly 
did  want  complete  emancipation — but  this 
was  perfectly  compatible  with  every  ne- 
cetsary  regulation — and  the  friends  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  moving  for  the 
repeal  of  the  disabilities,  were  fully 
impressed  with  the  conviction,  that  such 
a*  measure  was  completely  consistent 
with  the  security  of  church  and  state, 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


The  right  hon.  gentleman  aeemed  to 
think,  that  the  desire  of  conciliation,  ma- 
nifested by  the  House,  would  not  be  as* 
sisted  by  the  feeling  of  the  Catholic  body 
in  seneral,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
Catholic  board.  But,  to  judge  properly 
of  this  assertion,  it  would  be  right  to  know 
how  the  last  Resolution  of  that  House,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Catholic  claims,  had 
been  received  by  the  board  ;  and  that  the 
committee  might  be  correctly  informed  on 
the  subject,  he  would  read  a  recent  pro* 
ceeding  of  that  board.  They  would  thua 
seoi  that  the  first  conciliatory  measure 
adopted  by  the  House  had  been  viewed 
by  the  Catholics  in  a  spirit  and  temper 
quHe  the  reverse  of  that  by  which  they 
were  supposed  to  be  actuated.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Catholic  board  which  had  taken 
place  in  Dublin  since  the  late  vote  for  a 
committee,  a  resolution  such  as  could  not 
fail  to  be  gratifying  to  the  House,  had 
been  moted,  and  that  by  a  person  who  had 
been  heretofore  arraigned  for  the  violence 
of  his  conduct  in  that  assembly.  The 
hon.  baronet  then  read  the  following  pa« 
ragraphs— 

''  CtUhoUc  Board,  March  0, 1815, 
'  "  A  meeting  of  the  board  was  this  day 
held,  major  Brian  in  the  chair,  at  which 
Mr.  Lawless  gave  notice  of  the  following 
Resolution,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
board,  on  Saturday  next  :— 

'  Resolved — That  we  heartily  congra« 
'  tulafe  our  fellow-subjects  of  every  reli- 
'  gious  persuasion,  in  the  British  empire^ 
'  on  the  late  glorious  and  successful  strug- 

*  gle  of  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious 
'  liberty,  in  the  Imperial  House  of  Uom- 
'  mens,  from  which  we  may  confidently 
'  date  the  commencement  of  that  harmony 
'  which  is  likely  to  subsist  hereafter^ 
'  among  men ^f  all  denominations  and  re- 
'  ligions  in  the  country,  which  must  obli* 

*  terate  the  remembrance  of  past  injorieS| 
'  and  make  Ireland  as  united  as  she  will  be 
'  Unconquerable.' 

Having  read  this  docnment,  be  would 
ask  whether  the  advances  of  that  House 
had  not  been  met  by'a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  ?  Did 
they  not  rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  uniform 
harmony  among  all  sects?  Did  they  not 
exprcM  feelings  of  the  strongest  delight, 
in  the  hope  which  was  noi^  held  out  to 
the  empire,  that  we  should  be  an  united, 
and  consequently  an  unconquerable  peo« 
pie  ?  Now  with  respect  to  the  qualified 
concession  on  which  persons   opposing 

(4K) 
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the  claims  of  the  Catholics  had  now  taken 
their  stand,  he  would  beg  to  offer  a  few 
remarks.  A  right  hon.  gentjeman  had 
proposed  to  withhold  from  the  Koman 
Catholics  all  political  power — and  in  the 
very  same  breath,  he  signified  his  willing- 
Bess  to  give  them  high  political  rank. 
He  would  ask  that  right  hon,  gentleman 
how  he  would  act  in  the  case  of  a  victori- 
ous Catholic  commander  in  chief  abroad  ? 
for  the  only  limitation  he  had  placed  on 
the  extension  of  military  honours,  referred 
to  the  situation  of  commander  in  chief  at 
home.  What  course  would  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  adopt,  in  the  case  pf  a  Catho- 
lic Wellington  having  the  same  claims  on 
the  gratitude  of  his  country  \  Would  he 
admit  him  to  the  dignity  of  the  peerage, 
or  would  he  not  ?  If  he  did  grant  that 
honour,  by  what  device  would  he  limit^it  ? 
How  would  he  fetter  the  dignity  so  as  to 
keep  it  thoroughly  separated  from  poli- 
tical power.  At  every  step  they  went, 
these  friends  to  the  prescriptive  rights  of 
the  constitution  found  themselves  entan- 
gled in«inazes,  from  which  they  could  not 
disentangle  themselves.  The  only  way 
in  which  to  settle  the  question  was  one 
free  from  all  intricacy,  and  in  which 
there  was  no  danger ;  that  was,  to  extend 
the  privileges  of  the  constitution  in  all 
their  plenitude  to  all  classes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  thus  unite  them  all  in 
its  defence,  it  was  to  grant  to  the  Catho- 
lics that  which  would  unite  them  to  the 
Sreat  body  of  the  people.  This  should  be 
one  without  looking  to  dogmas,  which 
bad  been  promulgated  three  centuries 
ago,  to  tenets  maintained  by  this  sect  or 
by  that,  and  to  forbear  imputing  to  any 
sect  or  class  of  Christians  whatsoever,  that 
apirit  by  which  its  adherents  had  been 
Actuated  at  former  periods.  Instead  of 
contemplating  the  obsolete  canons  of  de- 
parted councils,  they  ought  to  be  guided 
by  the  general  system  of  the  Catholic 
church,  as  acted  upon  at  this  day.  He 
Would  not  have  trespassed  on  the  Com- 
mittee, but  for  th^  purpose  of  doing  away 
any  false  impression  which  might  arise 
from  the  assertion  that  the  Catholics  were 
not  actuated  by  a,  spirit  of  coqciliation. 
This  object  he  had  completely  el&cted,  by 
•hewing  the  manner  in  which,at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  they  had  expressed  their 
sentiments  on  the  Resolution  which  parlia- 
ment had  agreed  to.  Under  every  diffi- 
culiy.  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  shewed 
themselves  a  grateful  and  a  loyal  people. 
That  very  body  were  the  victims  of  a  mis- 


placed loyalty  to  a  family,  who,  at  all 
times,  had  ill-requited  them.  Their  loyalty 
was  recorded  on  the  statute  books ;  and  it 
was  not  by  the  charges  of  rev.  bishops  to 
their  clergy,  that  parliament  would  be  in- 
duced to  erase  those  honourable  testi« 
monies  of  bravery  and  devotion  for  their 
country — or  to  impede  their  just  reward. 
Those  claims  to  the  confidence  and  sup- 
port of  their  fellow-subjects  being  allow- 
ed, it  was  unjust  to  withhold  from  them 
the  rights  to  which  every  man  was  enti* 
tied  under  the  constitution.  If  the  state- 
ments of  some  hon.  gentlemen  were  true, 
the  legislature  must  undo  a  great  deal  of 
what  they  had  already  done.  Those  gen- 
tlemen declared,  that  the  Catholic  slMuld 
not  be  perinitted  to  exercise  any  political 
power — in  other  words,  they  were  contend- 
ing against  what  they  had  already  given  ; 
for,  by  extending  the  electi? e  franchise,  po- 
litical power  ha^  been  conferred.  ^'  But," 
it  was  observed,  '<  it  is  now  necessary  to 
make  a  stand.''  The  only  meaning  which 
he  could  attach  to  this  expression  was, 
that,  because  the  legislature  had  granted 
tlie  Catholics  a  power,  which,  if  they 
pleased,  they  might  exercise  improperly, 
but  which  they  had  used  most  constitu- 
tionally and  correctly,  therefore  they  were 
to  be  shut  out  from  further  privileges. 
The  bar  had  been  thrown  open,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  in  1793,  but  the  Catholic  waa 
severed  from  its  highest  honours ;  he  won- 
dered that  those  who  were  most  active  in 
procuring  that  indulgence  did  not  per« 
ceive  by  what  had  since  taken  place,  that 
when  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession 
were  prevented  from  rising  by  their  ac« 
quirements,  they  would,  of  necessity,  be- 
come the  leaders  of  popular  assembliea. 
This  really  had  happened,  and  it  waa  a 
strong  argument  in  jfavour  of  removing  the 
barrier  by  which  their  promotion  was  im- 
peded. What,  he  would  ^k,  was  it  which 
dissolved  the  administration  in  1807?  It 
was  an  attempt  to  extend  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  those  very  privileges,  (consider- 
ably qualified  indeed),  which  a  right  hon* 
gentleman  that  night  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  grant  to  them.  This  was  a  strong 
proof  that  the  prejudices  against  the  Ca- 
tholics were  subsiding. .  A  few  years  ago 
the  coronation  oath  was  considered  as  the 
great  bar  to  their  claims— that  had  vanish- 
ed ;  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  fron 
permitting  them  to  embrace  a  military 
life  had  also  vanished  ;  and  he  felt  as- 
sured, that  by  those  repeated  discoasions, 
it  would  at  length  b«  discovered  that  Uiera « 
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wai  no  mfety  for  the  state,  except  by  ad- 
mittiog  all  persons  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  the  constitution,  and  thos  inducing 
Ifaem  to  unite  in  its  defence. 

Lord  Dciorl,  after  remarking  that  he 
hoped  the  example  of  the  Catholic  com- 
mittee which  had  just  been  referred  to« 
would  be  extensi?ely  followed,  said  he 
could  not  but  express  his  concurrence  in 
the  proposition  before  the  committee,  for, 
connected  with  Ireland  as  he  was,  he 
could  not  be  a  stranger  to  the  advantages 
.which  must  result  from  conciliating  Uie 
Catholics  of  that  country.  He  was  will- 
ing to  grant  to  the  Catholic  much  of  what 
was  reooired,  but  he  must  hare  securities 
for  the  Protestant  establishment.  The  se- 
curities were  to  be  contemporaneous  with 
the  concessions,  if  the  expression  could  be 
nade  use  o(  as  to  the  enactments  of  the 
same  Bill.  The  regulations  he  should  ap- 
.prove  of  would  be  such  as  might  attach 
the  Catholics  to  the  constitution,  and  no- 
thing could  more  attach  t)iem  to  it  than 
liberty  and  security.  He  should  approve 
of  the  select  committee  proposed  by  the 
bon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Hippisley)  as  there 
was  considerable  risk  in  legislating  on 
aubjectswith  which  they  were  insufficient- 
]y  acquainted. 

Lord  Milton  and  Mr.  Plunkett  rose  at 
the  same  time,  but  the  former  was -declared 
to  be  in  possession  of  the  committee.  He 
aaid,  that  he  had  ventured  thus  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  committee,  because  his 
aentiments  on  this  subject  were  not  simi^ 
lar  to  those  of  most  of  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  should  concur  in  his  .vote.  He 
couU  not  but  premise,  that  in  his  opinion, 
the  right  hon.  mover  bad  been  somewhat 
hardly  used  as  to  the  course  which  he  had 
deemed  it  right  to  propose  for  adoption. 
The  main  question  before  them  had  his 
^  warmest  concurrence.  As  to  .what  had 
'  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  the  Speaker, 
it  was  the  duty  of  that  right  hon.  mem- 
ber to  propose  (as  this  was  one  of  the 
few  occasions  on  which  he  had  it  in  his 
power)  resolutions  containing  the  sub- 
atance  of  his  opioion,  that  many  laws 
operating  to  the  disadvanuge  of  the  Ca- 
thoiica,  might  be  abrogated.  As  to  se- 
curitiea  he  thought,  that  the  best  securities 
were  the  goodwill  and  afiectioo  of  the 
governed;  all  others  wefe  built  on  an  un- 
aoond  foundation,  and  were  not  worth  con* 
tending  for.  It  behoved  those,  however, 
who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  to  submit 
their  securities  to  the  House.  Conceiving, 
9a  be  did#  that  oo  securities  were  necessary 


as  to  the  power  which  it  was  proper  to  con- 
cede to  the  Catholics,  he  was  not  a  friend  to 
unlimited  concession.  Of  the  concetisiona 
made  to  the  Catholics,  this  should  be  the 
principle  of  limitation,— that  they  should 
be  excluded  from  all  oiSces  involving  po« 
lilical  patronage ;  as  for  example,  from 
the  office  of  Chancellor  in  Great  Britaia 
and  Ireland,  unless  under  some  regulations. 
It  would  be  monstrous,  indeed,  to  excludo 
the  Catholic  from  exercising  an  heredi« 
tary  right  of  advowson,  while  he  might 
exercise  ecclesiastical  patronage  by  virtue 
of  his  office.  Some  offices  in  the  ecclesias* 
tical  court,  might,  perhaps,  be  liable  to 
the  same  remarks.  At  the  same  time,  he 
should  not  wish  to  exclude  the  Catholics 
from  any  political  power ;  and  leaving  it 
to  others  to  discuss  whether  they  should 
wifthold  the  unsubstantial  after  granting 
the  substantial  part  of  civil  rights,  he 
should  conclude  by  expressing  his  opinion^ 
that  all  political  power  should  lay  open 
to  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Mr.  WUbcffofce  had  listened  to  all  that 
had  been  said  with  attention,  and  with  a 
sincere  desire  to  receive  all  the  informa- 
tion possible  on  this  important  subject. 
He  should  vote  for  the  resolution  now  be- 
fore the  committee.  He,  however,  was 
anxious  to  make  some  few  observations.oa 
the  policy  of  concession  to  the  Catholios. 
If  it  had  fallen  to  his  tot  -to  choose  the 
method  of  proceeding  on  this  question  he 
should  have  preferred,  with  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, to  reter  the  state  of  the  laws  ia 
question  to  aselectcommittee.  This  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  more  desirable,  as  it  must 
have  been  observed  by  all  gentlemen  who 
had  looked  into  the  subject,  how  difierent 
were  the  statements  which  had  been  pro- 
pagated, for  while  some  represented  that 
the  amount  of  the  disabilities  imposed  on  - 
the  Catholics,  amounted  only  to  exclu- 
sion from  32  great  offices,  others  asserted 
that  the  disabilities  were  numerous,  and 
met  the  Catholics  at  every  turn  and  ia 
every  line  of  life,  and  entering  into  the 
most  common  affairs  of  iife,  irritated  those 
whose  political  power  they  did  aot  serve 
materially  to  abridge.  This  measure  also 
would  have  tended  to  a  calm  consideration 
of  the  subject,  as  every  one  would  know 
the  extent  of  the  grievances  under  which 
their  Catholic  brethren  laboured.  He  did 
not,  however,  object  to  the  present  mo* 
tion,  because  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee was  not  precluded  in  a  future  stage. 
The  doctrine  of  the  Catholics,  he  did  not 
think  could  with  advaoUge  be  referred  ta 


1299]  HOUgB  OF  COMMONS,         Qmmim  mOeSkUe  qfOe  Urn         [ISM 


a  cooimiitee«  m  such  a  body  would  be 
much  leu  competent  to  such  an  inquiry 
than  the  hen.  baronet  who  proposed  it 
What  weighed  with  him  in  the  vote  he 
•hooid  gi?e  wai,  that  the  elective  franchise 
had  already  been  conceded  to  the  Catho- 
lic8«  and  it  would  be  absurd  and  injurioas, 
after  having  granted  such  privileges,  to 
deny  them  seats  in  the  two  Houses.  It  had 
b^eb  objected,  that  the  Catholics  might 
form  nrtischievous  or  treasonable  connec- 
liona  with  foreign  powers.  Bnt  the  con- 
nection existed  now;  and  while  conces- 
sion would  not  increase  the  connection 
with  a  foreign  power,  it  would  render  the 
influence  of  that  power  less  effective.  The 
mischiefs  to  be  apprehended  from  Calho* 
lies  being  admitted  into  that  House  he 
could  iKot  perceive,  for  what  measure 
which  they  might  wish  to  accomfffisb 
could  they  not  attain  through  their  Protes- 
tant representatives,  who  were  so  much 
less  exposed  to  jealousy  and  suspicion  ? 
The  grand  consideration  which  weighed 
with  him  in  the  vote  he  should  give,  was, 
that  the  Catholics  had  already  political 
power  extended  to  them  by  ihe  possession 
of  the  elective  franchise ;  and  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  absurd  to  prevent  Catholics 
from  holding  seats  in  that  House.  Sup« 
•  pose  there  were  Catholic  members  amongst 
them,  would  they  ever  pr^ose  any  mea- 
sure, or  pursue  any  course  that  might  not 
also  be  adopted  by  the  Protestant  repre- 
senutives  of  Catholic  electors.  The  oath 
which  these  Catholics  would  take,  whe* 
ther  it  bound  their  consciences  or  no,  mutt 
yet  impose  some  restraint  on  them  as 
gentlemen ;  for  who,  after  swearing  not  to 
^  disturb  or  endanger''  the  establishment, 
would  have  the  hardihood  to  propose  any 
measure  which  might  palpably  tend  to  its 
detriment.  Well  then*  they  were  leaning 
on  a  broken  reed««»they  were  relying  on  a 
false  security.  Political  power  had  al- 
ready been  granted  to  the  Catholics,  and 
by  leaving  them  in  their  present  state,  the 
legislature  would  not  be  acting  with  po- 
licy for  the  security  of  the  country •  The 
House  could  not  stop  where  it  wasi««»the 
Catholics  could  not  remain  in  their  present 
•itoation.  It  was  in  vain  to  expect  them 
to  be  satisfied.  He  thought  something 
ought  to  be  done  for  them  at  the  present 
time— 4he  moment  was  a  peculiarly  favoor- 
able  ooe-vit  was  a  sort  of  golden  oppor- 
tunity which  might  never  return  if  they 
now  lost  it.  Light  and  knowledge  were 
spreading  in  Ireland,  and  the  more  they 
ejjLtendec^  the  more  would  ihe  Catholics 


of  Ireland  desire  to  enjoy  sill  the  privileges 
of  freemen.  It  was  not  simply  becmse 
Ireland  was  encreasing  in  numben,  in 
wealth,  and  in  circumstances,  but  becaosa 
she  was  encreasing  in  knowledge,  that  be 
thought  they  ought  not  to  lose  any  tisns 
in  making  the  desired  concessions  to  then# 
for  that  very  increase  of  knowledge  would 
make  them  feel  more  keenly  the  indigni- 
ties under  which  they  thought  theyls- 
beured.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would 
see  the  policy  of  concession,  for  he  yet  in- 
dulged the  ibnd  hope  of  living- to  see  the 
day  when  the  good  e£bcts  resnking  jrom 
it  would  be  made  apparent;  and  to  allsy 
that  fever  which  had  long  existed  in  Ire* 
land  would  not  be  one  of  the  least  of  them. 
He/trusted,  therefore,  that  Ihe  r«iolatioa 
would  be  acquiesced  in,  for  he  most  fer> 
vently  believed  that  it  would  tend  to  pra- 
mote  peace  and  good  order  in  Ireland. 
The  petitioners  against  the  Catbolici, 
thoogh  actuated,  he  was  convinced,  by  the 
most  laudable  motives,  were  deceived  ia 
their  ideas  of  the  subject,  and  did  not  sesa 
aware  that  the  Catholics  possessed  at  pre- 
sent all  the  power  which  could  be  exerted 
to  the  detriment  of  the  establishment,  and 
the  House  would  encourage  that  delusion, 
if  they  spread  the  idea  that  they  might  re* 
main  with  safety  where  they  now  weret 
It  was  very  easy  to  tell  the  Catholics  le 
be  contented  with  the  concessions  which 
had  been  made  to  them  ;  bnt  he  coold 
not  conceive  any  thing  more  galling  to  • 
body  of  men  who  were  brought,  as  the 
Catholics  had  been,  into  contact  with  po> 
litical  objects,  to  be  thus  excluded  ftont 
the  enjoyment  of  them.  Thinking  thoSf 
that  it  was  politic  to  make  concessions  to 
the  Catholics,  as  that  body  would  betbersby 
conciliated,  while  the  establishment  would 
be  rendered  more  aecore,  he  thought  it  pe» 
cnliarly  desirable  to  grant  it  at  the  present 
moment.  The  Catholics  %vere  now  advanc- 
ing in  wealth  and  consequence,  and  if  con* 
cessions  were  not  made  at  this  memenC^ 
they  might  be  made  at  a  less  faveorable 
period.  We  were  now  suiering  for  the 
mllies  and  vices  of  our  forefathers.  Ireland 
had  been  treated  as  a  conquered  coontryf 
and  the  remaining  links  of  her  aocieni 
chains  pressed  more  severely  on  heri  be* 
cause  she  had  been  admitlsia  to  a  part  of 
the  blessings  of  the  British  constitatioii. 
The  more  Catholic  Ireland  aboonded  is 
men,  who  conld  take  a  part  in  political  li^ 
the  mora  irritating  woald  exdoskm  be* 
come,  and  not  only  increasing  wealth  hot 
advancing  kaowMge  wonid  ceiwe  lhs« 
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*to  feel  most  acutely  the  state  of  degrada- 
tion in  which  it  was  attempted  to  keep 
Ihem.  The  system  of  excluding  Catholics 
Irom  parliament^  was  contrary  to  all  the 

Erincipkes  which  had  been  laid  down  on 
oth  sides  the  discussions  on  parliamentary 
rafermi  that  no  great  body  should  be  with- 
.ottt  its  representatives'in  parliament.  The 
.refusal  of  the  barons  to  agree  to  any  inno- 
▼atioa  in  the  constitution,  had  been  al- 
Mod  to  as  an  example  to  modern  parlia- 
ments. But  <  ne/wma  iege»  AngUm  wmiari* 
was  uttered  by  men  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  all  the  prieilegea  of  the  constitution,  to 
aecore  to  themselToa  their  rights,  not  to 
escinde  these  who  were  debarred  from 
thoae  privileges  from  participatingin  them. 
The  hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to  remark, 
that  a  circumstance  in  favour  of  the  claims 
•of  the  Catholics  was,  that  the  jnioence  of 
the  priests  on  the  higher  orders  of  that 
bodv  bad  diminished.  There  was  an  an* 
anal  exoomaMinicatioo  issued  against  all 
ProtestSttitay  bat  notwithstanding  this  ful- 
mination,  a  Catholic  nobleman(it  was'well 
known,)  had  raiaed  a  bodv  of  Tolunteers 
io  defend  this  excommunicated  country. 
When  objections  were  made  to  this  corps 
l>eing  headed  by  his  son«  with  a  truly  Bri- 
tish spirit  he  said,  that  nothing  could  ab- 
aolve  him  from  his  doty  of  defending  his 
country^  and  that  his  son  should  serre  in 
4he  ranks  of  this  body  which  he  was  not 
permitted  to  command. 

Dr.  DMgaian  rose  and  read  the  Beso* 
lation  on  the  subject  of  Catholic  emanci- 

Kioo,  which  proposed  security  to  the 
^lestant  religion;  but  the  present  mea- 
aure,  he  said,  contained  no  security  what- 
ever. It  was  the  same  scheme  as  that  of 
James  the  Sd,  and  therefore  the  necessary 
consequence  of  passing  this  Bill  would  be, 
that  that  king  and  his  family  were  driven 
vojusti^  from  the  thronct  The  Boman 
Catholic  religion  wu  unchangeable:  their 
eomity  to  the  Plrotealant  establishment  waa 
the  same  that  it  ever  was;  and  the  only 
^estion  to  be  considered  wasj  whether 
you  would  bestow  civil  privileges  and  poli« 
fieal  power  on  your  eternal  and  inveterate 
foe.  The  doetrines  laid  down  in  their  de> 
ereea  and  councils  were  really  dreadful. 
To  prove  this,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
went  into  nomeroas  documents,  and  read 
copiously  fi^em  their  oaths,  and  the  deei- 
alona  of  various  couneils  unrepealed,  which 
tended  to  shew  their  entire  dependence 
upon  the  Pope,  and  that  they  were  not 
bound  to  keep  faith  with  heretics.  The 
eptiitual  supremacy  of  the  Boman  see,  he 


argued,  brought  with  it  temporal  power. 
There  were,  he  well  knew,  persons  in  that 
House  who  did  not  like  to  hear  the  true 
Catholic  doctrines.  The  council  of  Con- 
stance had  decreed  that  no  oath  was  bind- 
ing which  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of 
the  church.  Any  oath  to  a  Protestant 
king  was  consequently  void.  No  one 
would  be  hardy  enough  to  assert,  that 
spiritual  power  did  not  bring  along  with  it 
temporal  powerc  But  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion waa  at  this  moment  in  .a  peculiar 
situation.  It  was  no  longer  the  Boman 
Catholic  religion^  but  the  Parisian  Catho- 
lic religion,  and  Buonaparti,  our  mortid 
enemy,  would,  if  this  measure  were  con* 
sented  to,  have  the  power  of  carrying  into 
tffeci  all  his  villainous  designs  against  thk 
country,  by  means  of  a  vassal  pope.  He 
next  noticed  the  petitions;  and  stated, 
.that  the  signatures  to  those  from  Protes- 
tants in  Ireland,  in  favour  of  concession^ 
amounted  to  only  4,000,  while  those 
against  it  were  above  100,000  most  re* 

r  table  names.  This  circumstance,  with 
petitions  from  England,  signed  by 
more  than  300,000  persons,  evidently 
shewed  the  feelinffs  of  the  people  on  the 
anbiect  One  half  of  the  peiiiions  on  the 
table  were  directed  aeainst  all  concessioa 
to  the  Catholics.  [Cnes  of  No !  no !  no !] 
«*  Yes,  yea,  yea.  (said  the  right  hon.  doo* 
tor)  I  can  prove  my  words.''  He  then 
proceeded  to  descant  on  the  formal  secu- 
rity talked  of  for  the  established  church; 
but  contended,  that  from  the  nature  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  and  their  professed  dif- 
regard  of  all  faith  with  heretics,  no  such 
security  couM  be  obtained.  They  them- 
selves refused  to  give  it.  Thev  had  re- 
peatedly declared,  that  thev  would  receive 
emancipation  as  no  partial  noon,  nor  would 
they  submit  to  any  conditions  whatever. 
How,  then,  could  we  conciliate  the%e  peo- 
ple }  If  a  man  was  to  come  into  your 
house,  and  threaten  to  destroy  you  with 
fire  and  sword,  could  you  be  expected  to 
jeeeive  him  with  the  same  complaisanco 
as  Tour  dearest  friend  ?  Let  gentlemeo 
look  to  the  statutes  they  were  called  on  to 
repeal.  He  asserted  the  measure  pre* 
posed  to  be  a  fundamental  overthrow  of 
the  Gonstitutioni  doing  awav  with  the  Test 
and  Corporation  Acts,  and  violating  the 
coronation  oath,  as  well  as  the  acu  of 
Union  between  England  and  Scotland,  and 
<Sreat  Britain  and  Ireland.  This  Bill 
would  subvert  the  constitution  to  its  very 
foundation.  Would  any  man  say,  that  ilio 
erowa  could  be  ahaolved  from  its  oath } 
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His  present  Majesty  thoaght  otherwise, 
and  every  reasonable  and  conscientious 
nan  would  think  otherwise.  An  act  of 
|>arliaaient,  indeed,  was  imperious,  nothing 
could  oppose  it,  but  the  consent  of  the 
crown  was  necessary  to  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment The  resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
was  nothing— -of  itself  it  possessed  no 
power  against  the  conscience  of  the  King. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  oath  had  al- 
ready been  broken,  but  it  was  not  in  essen- 
tials; the  alterations  which  had  been  made 
amounted  to  no  breach  of  that  oath ;  but 
the  measures  now  proposed  would  amount 
to  a  revolution;  the  repeal  of  the  Corpora^ 
tion  and  Test  Acts  would  overturn  the  au- 
thority of  both  church  and  state*  The 
first  article  of  the  new  constitution  of 
Spain  was,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  li^ould 
be  the  established  religion  of  the  coi  itry, 
and  that  no  other  should  be  tolerated. 
Here  was  Catholic  liberality*  Though  we 
were  fighting  their  battlefr  for  them,  and 
wasting  our  blood  and  treasure  in  support- 
ing them  against  the  tyrant  of  Europe, 
they  would  not  even  tolerate  us  as  Pro- 
testants, He  also  noticed  a  suggestion 
thrown  out  on  a  former  debate,  that  even 
if  the  one  hundred  Irish  members  were 
Catholicsi  there  would  be  no  danger  in 
the  fact.  That  they  would  be  so,  he 
thought  very  probable,  and  appealed  to 
the  House  for  the  dangers  that  must  ensue 
from  such  a  body,  acting  together  with  one 
-end  in  view.  The  rudder  was  small,  but  it 
guided  the  ship;  and  no  minister  could  with- 
atand  such  a  combination  as  this  might  be, 
of  men  elected,  not  by  the  property,  but 
by  the  beggary  of  Ireland,  and  under  the 
influence  of  their  Catholic  priests.  A  hun- 
dred Catholics  in  that  House  would  go- 
Tern  parliament.  Suppose  these  hun- 
dred members  made  a  bargain  with  the 
minister  to  vote  with  him  on  every  occa- 
aion,  must  they  not  have  every  thing  their 
own  way  ?— -Elections  in  Ireland,  he  re- 

Eeated,  were  not  made  by  the  property, 
ut  by  the  beegary  of  the  country,  and 
three  fourths  of  the  present  members  were 
returned  by  the  direction  of  Popish 
priests.  They  would,  if  this  bill  paned, 
come  over  like  a  swarm  of  bees,  and  he 
would  be  a  great  minister  who  could  with- 
stand them.  First,  they  woald  have  all 
Ireland  to  themselves;  it  could  not  be 
doubted  whether  they  would  continue  long 
united  with  this  country,  when  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  was  the  first  object  in 
all  their  declarations. 
l^rdCtffbfvqgAhaviog  slated  hip  general 
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opinions  on  a  former  night,  now  rose  to 
speak  solely  to  the  motion  of  the  right  hoo« 
gentleman.  The  committee  was  reduced 
to  'a  difficulty  of  great  extremity.  They 
were,  in  fact,  called  upon  to  grant  almoit 
every  thing,  or  to  grant  nothing  to  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics.  Yet  he  was  free 
to  say,  that  while  much  might  be  granted, 
there  was  also  something  to  be  withheld. 
He  could  not  but  consider  the  question  in 
every  possible  point  of  view  hot  as  one 
which  appeared  to  him  a  measure  of  ex- 
pedience, and  in  reality  a  measure  of  ne- 
cessity. Gentlemen,  he  was  sure,  mut 
feel,  that  if  they  were  to  stop  where  they 
were,  they  had  either  gone  too  far,  or  not 
far  enough.  It  would  be  a  subject  of 
great  regret,  if,  after  the  resolution  of  Isst 
parliament,  and  the  adoption  of  that  pledge 
by  that  House,  the  matter  should  beter* 
minated  abruptly,  without  their  being 
able,  after  all  this  discussion,  to  collect 
any  practical  result  For  these  reasons  hs 
was  in  favour  of  the  motion.  At  the  same 
time  he  had  no  scruple  in  stating  his  regret 
that  the  right  hon.  mover  had  not  opened 
his  views  to  a  larger  extent  than  be  bad 
done,  and  given  him  aome  prospect  of 
agreeing  with  him  hereafter.  But  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  come  up  to 
his  outline,  he  had  called  for  no  pledge 
which  would  prevent  any  one  from  en- 
grafting any  amendment  thought  neces- 
sarv  and  proper  on  the  ulterior  measare, 
and  the  more  he  heard  this  question  dis- 
cussed, the  more  conscientiously  was  be 
convinced,  not  only  of  its  expediency,  but 
of  its  actual  necessity.  The  motion  be* 
fore  them  only  acknowledged  the  principle, 
but  bound  them  to  no  detail,  and,  in  con- 
curring with  these  propositions  he  consi- 
dered himself  as  only  doing  that  to  which 
he  stood  pledged  by  the  opinions  be  bsd 
formerly  declared.  It  had  been  stated  by 
a  right  non.  gentleman  (the  Speaker)  that 
this  resolution  embraced  a  general  sweep 
of  repealing  all  the  statutes  of  restrictioos, 
without  providing  any  securities.  If  ^ 
thought  so,  he  would  vote  against  it;  hot 
as  it  must  be  accompanied  in  iu  foture 
progress  with  modifications  and  restric* 
tions,  he  was  not  anxious  to  look  oat  for 
poinu  of  difference  in  its  earliest  stages^ 
and  would  therefore  support  it  in  principte* 
till  of  necessity  they  came  to  points,  where 
diversity  of  opinion  prevail^.  The  noble 
lord  then  referred  to  the  proposition  made 
by  sir  J.  C.  Hippisley,  which  he  consi- 
dered to  be  objectionable,  as  it  would  bring 
a  code  of  lawa  they  all  looked  oo  with  n* 
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gret,  into  an  invidious  point  of  ?iew ;  it 
ivould  also  lead  to  the  exam inalton  of  doc- 
tors Milner«  O'Connor,  &c.  and  af&rd 
them  a  reasonable  prospect  of  a  religious 
controversy  up  stairs.  The  onl  v  point  on 
which  it  could  be  useful  would  be  inquir* 
ing  into,  and  determining  the  state  of  the 
influence  allowed  .to  the  Roman  see  in 
other  countries  of  Europe,  Catholic  as  well 
as  Protestant;  but  this  subject  was  already 
completely  elucidated  by  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet's pamphlets  upon  it.  He  did  not 
believe  there  was  any  reasonably  man  ip 
the  country  who  was  not  persuaded  that 
the  see  of  Rome  had  very  properly  been 
a  constant  subject  of  jealousy  in  every 
court  of  £urope.  We  had  lost  sight  of  that 
jealousy:  and  it  was  to  be  regretted, 
that  in  this  country,  except  the  horrible 
and  obsolete  Acts  of  Elizabeth,  there  was 
no  steady  system  which  operated  as  a 
guard  against  that  power.  When  we  were 
on  the  point  of  removing  the  last  remains 
of  the  penal  laws,  which  we  looked  back 
to  with  regret  and  horror,  it  was  proper 
that  some  regulations  should  be  enforced 
ibr  the  purpose  of  securing  the  church 
and  state  from  all  attempts  to  which  they 
might  be  exposed.  Our  law  had  been 
much  neglected  on  this  head,  and  must  be 
revised  in  whatever  decision  the  legislature 
came  to  on  the  important  question  now 
agitating.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
aaying,  he  should  give  his  cordial  vote  for 
the  Resolution,  which  appeared  to  leave 
every  gentleman's  judgment  unshackled, 
and  to  be  a  fair  and  candid  proposal  in  the 
present  stage  of  the  business.  He  did  not, 
however,  hold  himself  precluded  in  any 
future  stage  from  opposing  the  Bill,  if  it 
aboold  become  bis  painful  duty  so  to  do. 
Mr.  Canniagt  like  the  noble  lord,  would 
confine  himself  to  the  question  immedi- 
Wly  before  the  House,  and  avoid  the 
temptation  to  wander  into  the  general  dis- 
cussion which  had  already  appeared  so 
fvearisome. '  He  thought  the  speech  of 
the  noble  lord,  his  declaration  ot  support 
«od  limitation  of  the  contingency  on 
Vvbich  his  opposition  might  afterwards  be 
determined,  were  stated  with  perfect  can- 
dour. The  nonle  lord  had,  in  very  strong 
lerms,  held  forth  the  advantage  which 
fnch  a  measure  would,  if  carried,  produce 
|o  the  country.  If  the  noble  lord  had 
gone  a  little  further  and  promised  to  lend 
bis  own  powerful  aid  to  the  measure,  if  it 
mig^it  turn  out  what  in  his  opinion  it 
ought  to  be,  it  would  have  been  as  much 
ma  the  warmest  friendsof  the  Catholics  conid 


desire*  The  measure,  if  perfected,  would 
be  a  boon  to  one  country,  and  a  blessing 
to  the  other ;  and  he  should  do  bis  hum- 
ble endeavours  to  bring  it  to  that  state.  If 
it  should  so  happen  that  measures  should 
be  attempted  to  be  connected  with  it 
which  he  considered  of  a  dahgerous  na« 
ture  to  the  constitution,  rather  than  giva 
his  sanction  to  them,  he  would  imitate  the 
noble  lord  and  withdraw  his  support; 
though  he  did  not  consider  this  event  ai 
at  all  probable,  but  only  reserved  to  him« 
self  the  right,  if  in  the  future  discossiott 
any  insuperable  obstacle  should  arise,  to 
withdraw  from  the  course  that  he  had  hi- 
therto pursued,  satisfied  that  things  should 
remain  in  their  existing  state,  rather  than 
that  his  sanction  should  be  given  to  any 
thing  dangerous  to  the  establishments  of 
the  country. 

The  discussion  of  that  night  had  added 
much  •  to  his  hopes  and  his  expectatioos* 
He  knew  not  what  efiect  might  have  been 
produced  on  the  minds  of  others ;  but  with 
him  it  had  done  more  to  strengthen  his 
hopes,  and  do  away  his  apprehensionst 
than  any  former  debate,  when  so  much 
more  had  been  conceded  on  all  sides  than 
had  ever  been  conceded  before,  so  as  to 
disisrm  irritation  if  it  did  not  overcome 
objection.  In  debates  on  this  question, 
and  on  other  questions,  it  had  been  usual 
for  the  one  party  to  charge  the  other  with 
pursuing  wild  and  unattainable  objects. 
But  to-night  a  singular  objection  was 
made,  that  all  the  objectionable  parts  of 
the  measure  had  been  done  away.  It 
was  certainly  a  new  objection  that  the 
measure  had  lost  all  its  convenient  extra- 
vagance. This  absence  of  fault  had  been 
imputed  to  the  plan  as  culpable,  though 
he  could  not  but  think  it  htguly  fortunate. 
There  was,  however,  one  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  was  still  consistent  (Dr.  Dui- 
genan)  one  who  never  flinched  from  his 
duty,  and  who  now  remained  in  a  digni- 
fied and  respectable  solitude,  like  a  mighty 
pillar,  standing  erect  amidst  the  ruins 
from  which  every  other  person  had  fled. 
To  night,  with  the  exception  of  the  voice 
of  that  right  hon.  and  learned  gent.,  which 
those  who  formerly  concurred  with  him 
in  opinion  teemed  anxious  to  drown,  lest 
it  might  reproach  them  with  its  abandon* 
ment,with  thai  sole  exception  there  was  a 
complete  dereliction  ofany  attempt  to  assert 
the  old  arguments  that  had  been  urged  on 
the  subject.  Not  one  individual  rose  up 
in  support  of  the  existing  system.  The 
charge  on  the  one  side  was  that  their  ad* 
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most  sangaine  imaginatioo^  .  The  on\y 
efitictive  oppoiiiton  to  the  TOte  was  made 
on  grounds  whicb|  if  tenable*  wookl  be 
futile,  but  which  were  ai  fiittle  as  they 
were  untenable.  This  was  the  objection 
to  the  form  of  proceedings*  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  brought  forward  his 
Bill  in  the  first  instance,  they  would  have 
turned  round  on  him,  and  told  him  as  Mr« 
Mitford  had  been  told  b}'  the  Speaker  in 
179 i,  when  he  introduced  his  Bill,  that 
it  was  necessary  that  it  should  finit  be 
submitted  to  a  committee.  But  it  was 
said,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman ought  to  have  been  more  foil  and 
explicit  in  his  resolntion.  He  approved 
of  the  present  mode.  Why,  in  the  first 
instance,  was  he  bound  to  throw  out  every 
possible  suggestion  in  order  to  give  foot* 
ing  to  every  possible  objection,  when 
there  would  be  so  many  future  opportn* 
nities  of  taking  these  poinu  into  const- 
deration  ?  Besides,  even  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  meant  to  play  fitlse  with  the 
House,  (which  could  not  for  a  moment  be 
suspected),  it  was  impossible  that  he  coeld 
pass  a  measure  though  the  House  without 
the  imposition  of  sufficient  guards  by  those 
who  would  be  jealous  of  sucn  a  proceeding* 
It  was  rather  hard  that  he  should  be  ac- 
cused of  not  bringing  forward  his  restric* 
tions  first :  this  would  be  to  begin  by 
driting  the  broad  end  of  the  wedge.  His 
plan  was  not  without  precedent;  in  1795, 
the  preamble  set  forth  a  general  sweep- 
ing repeal,  and  then  the  restrictions  fol* 
lowed.  Such  would  be  the  case  now: 
and,  indeed,  from  the  course  of  parlia* 
mentary  tactics,  he  must  say  that  it  was 
necessary  that  conciliation  should  be  ex- 
pressea  in  the  preamble ;  for  if  the  restric* 
tions  were  first  voted,  it  might  be  feared 
that  the  conciliatory  clauses  would  never 
follow.  He  thought  |t  was  wise  not  to  de- 
tail the  plan  now,  but  ratber  leave  it  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  House  to  engraft  such  re- 
strictions as  might  seem  good  and  expedi- 
ent. Ab  to  the  measure  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, he  had  no  particular  objection  to 
it,  but  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  pressed 
in  the  present  branch  of  the  proceeding,  as 
he  could  not  consent  to  adopt  it  in  lieu  of 
the  proposed  resolution,  to  which  he  gave 
his  hearty  concurrence. 
The  House  then  divided. 
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versaries  ceased  to  be  bigotted,  and,  on 
the  other,  that  they  ceased  to  be  obstinate. 
Discussion  on  this  question,  therefore,  had 
had  the  efiect  which  temperate  discussion 
ought  always  to  have^^that  of  approxi- 
mating parties.  Extremes  which  seemed 
irreconcilable  were  now  so  nearly  ap- 
proached that  the  one  side  could  almost 
hold  out  their  hands  and  reach  the  held 
out  hands  of  their  antagonist  Those  who 
eeemed  before  to  be  at  an  immeasurable 
distance  from  each  other,  had  by  mutual 
compromise  approached  into  view;  and 
union  and  peace  were  placed  within  their 
grasp.  Every  one  who  spoke  that  night 
must  feel  himself  bound  not  to  let  the 
subject  go  without  proposing  what  he 
thoiught  right.  They  might  not  succeed 
in  accomplishing  what  all  desired ;  but  if 
they  did  not  succeed  in  perfecting  the 
system  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  in  contemplation,  they  had  at  least 
the  arguments  respecting  the  danger  of 
foreign  influence,  and  the  admission  of 
oneright  hon*  and  distinguished  member 
(the  Speaker)  that  it  could  not  remain  as 
itwas»  but  must  become*  subject  to  legis« 
laiive  interference.  They  had  the  ad- 
mission that  things  must  not  remain  as  at 
present;  they  had  the  admission  that 
the  army  most  not  remam  as  it  was, 
but  that  the  Catholics  must  be  render- 
ed eli^ble  to  promotion ;  they  had  had 
an  sKlmission  that  the  bar  couM  not  re- 
main as  it  was,  but  that  the  Catholics 
must  be  allowed  to  partake  of  the  honours 
as  well  as  the  emoluments  of  that  pro- 
fession.»They  had  the  further  admission, 
that  the  Catholics  were  so  far  advanced 
in  light  and  knowledge,  that  even  if 
nothing  of  all  this  should  be  now  done, 
the  question  must  at  no  distant  period 
come  under  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment* They  had  the  powerful  admission 
of  his  hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force)  who,  for  the  first  time  this  night, 
had  uken  a  part  in  the  debate,  and  whose 
opinion  was  the  more  valuable  from  its 
conscientiousness  and  the  deliberation  upon 
which  it  had  been  perhaps  not  fearlessly 
formed,  that  to  Catholics  the  doors  of  that 
House  should  be  opened.  Was  he  not, 
therefore,  entitled  to  say  that  the  friends  of 
Catholic  concession  had  that  night  reaped 
the  fruits  of  the  long  and  frequent  discus- 
sions which  the  subject  had  undergone ; 
and  that  the  question  stood  in  a  more  fa- 
vourable point  of  view  than  could  have 
been  anticipated  a  fortnight  ago  by  the 
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Tabl-es  respectino  the  Plan  of  Finance  proposed  to  Parlia- 
MENT  IN  March  1813,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Nicholas  Van- 
aiTTABT,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


Outline  of  the  Plan. 
From  the  period  of  the  complete  intro- 
duction of  the  Fuoding  System  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century,  to  the  dose  of 
the  American  War,  the  object  of  our  mea- 
sures of  finance  during  war  appeared  to  be 
only  to  provide  for  the  immediate  ex- 
pences  of  the  year,  by  borrowing  such 
sttms  as  vi^ere  necessary  for  any  extraor- 
dinary charge  incurred,  and  by  imposing 
such  taxes  as  might  meet  the  interest  of 
tlie  loan,  leaving  to  the  period  of  peace 
the  consideration  of  any  provision  for  the 
r^ttymeot  of  debt ;  and  this  being  at- 
lempted  at  irregular  periods  and  on  no 
.permanent  system,  was  never  carried  into 
^ectual  execution ;  the  total  amount  of 
debt  redeemed  between  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht  and  the  close  of  the  American 
War  being  no  more  than  8»330,000/w 

The  accumulated  expences  of  the  Amc- 
rioan  war,  and  the  depressed  state  of 
public  credit  and  of  the  revenue  at 
the  close  of  that  war,  impressed  on  the  vi- 
gorous mind  of  Mr.  Pitt  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  more  provident  system,  of 
which  he  laid  the  basis,  with  admirable 
judgment,  in  the  Sinking  Fund  Acts  of 
1786  and  1792. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  of 
llie  French  revolution,  Mr.  Pitt  thought  it 
sufficient,  to  meet  the  ^argc  of  military 
and  naval  expence  by  loans,  accompanied 
by  that  provision  for  gradual  redemption, 
which  had  been  established  by  ihe  Act  of 
1793. 

The  increased  expences  of  the  war, 
and  the  prospect    of  its  long  continn- 
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ance,  induced  him  however,  in  '  17d?9 
to  aim  at  the  most  efficacious  system,  by 
which  a  long  duration  of  war  can  be  sup- 
ported, that  of  equalizing  the  income  with 
the  expenditure  of  the  country. 

For  this  purpose  he  proposed,  in  1798, 
the  establishment  of  a  general  Tax  on  In- 
come; intended,  with  the  aid  of  some 
other  war  taxes,  to  provide  within  the 
year,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  public 
expences,  and  also  to  repay  within  a  few 
years  afler  the  conclusion  of  peace,  ail 
debt  contracted  beyond  tjie  amount  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  in  each  year. 

The  plans  adopted  for. increasing  the 
national  income  upon  the  renewal  of  tba 
war,  by  lord  Sidmouth,  and  afterwards  bj 
lord  Grenville  and  lord  Henry  Petty>  in 
1803,  4,  and  6,  were  on  a  much  larger 
scale ;  and  there  is  every  appearance  that 
the  incpipe  of  the  nation^  might  at  this 
time  bave  equalled  or  exceeded  its  ex« 
peaditure,  if  the  necessity  of  a  lai^ge  in* 
crease  in  our  foreign  expences  had  not 
arisen. 

The  total  amount  of  the  public  expen* 
diture,  excliisive  of  the  Sinking  Fuod^ 
was  on  an  average  of  the  years  1806  and 
1807»  about  61 ,600,000/.  The  income  of 
1807  (taking  the  Prpperty  Tax,  according 
to  its  assessment,  at  about  11,400,000/.) 
was  about  59,700,000/. 

The  net  produce  of  the  public  income, 
on  an  average  of  the  years  1809,  1810, 
and  1811,  deducting  the  arrears  of  pro* 
perty  tax  paid  in  beyond  the  assessment 
of  each  year,  was  about  64,000,0001. 
which,  with  the  addition  of  the  taxes  in* 
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posed  ID  1811  and  1812»  would  appear  to 
leave  a  considerable  surplus  beyoQd  the 
amount  of  eicpenditure  of  1807 ;  but  to 
this  expenditure  must  be  added  the  in- 
creased charge  of  unredeemed  debt  since 
that  year.  This  amounts  to  about 
SfSOOjOOO/.  which,  added  to  the  before- 
mentioned  sum  of  61,600)000/.  being  the 
expenditure  of  ISOT^  makes  together 
nearly  the  above  sum  of  64,000,000/. 

The  expenditure  of  the  same  years 
1809,  1810  and  181 1,  amounted  it  is 
true,  on  an  average,  to  nearly  73,000,000/. 
and  that  of  the  year  1812  may  be  esti- 
mated at  about  81,000,000/.  exclusively  of 
the  repayment  of  Exchequer  Bills  and 
Loyalty  Loan. 

*  The  amount  therefore  of  the  sum  to  be 
provided,  in  order  to  equalize  the  receipt 
and  expenditure  of  Great  Britain,  on  an 
average  of  the  years  1809,  1810,  and 
1811,  allowing  for  the  increased  charge  of 
unredeemed  debt,  may  be  estimated  at 
9,000,000/.  or,  taking  the  expenditure  at 
81,000,000/.  at  about  17,000,000/.  from 
which  sums  must  however  be  deducted  the 
future  produce  of  the  taxes  imposed  in 
1811  and  1812,  which  may  be  estimated 
at  about  2,500,000/.  and  which  would  re- 
duce the  former  sum  to  6,500,000/.  and 
the  latter  to  H,500,000/. 
•  To  raise  even  the  lowest  of  these  sums 
by  an  immediate  imposition  of  new  taxes, 
in  addition  to  the  great  exertions  -already 
made,  would,  however,  be  considered  as  a 
▼ery  heavy  burden;  and  one,  the  severity 
of  which  might  be  felt  still  more  sensibly, 
from  ao  apprehension,  by  no  means  unrea- 
sonable, that  such  a  sacrifice  might  even- 
tually prove  to  have  been  unnecessary,  as 
many  supposable  and  even  probable  cases 
may  arise  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  in  which  it  would  be  possible  very 
considerably  to  reduce  our  expenoes. 

Nothing  more,  therefore,  can  be  ex- 
pected as  a  permanent  war  system,  than 
to  provide  for  such  a  scale  of  expence  as 
must  necessarily  arise  out  of  the  state  of 
war,  without  including  that  great  increase 
which  has  been  occasioned  by  our  extra- 
ordinary exertions  abroad  in  the  last  four 
^ears,  and  whicfai  in  whatever  way  it  may 
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appear  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  moit 
proper  to  provide  for  it,  must  be  consider- 
ed as  of  only  an  occasional  nature. 

In  the  foregoing  statement  it  is  assumed, 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  is  no  portion  of  ths 
national  expenditure.  In  fact,  by  can- 
celling a  certain  portion  of  debt  in  each 
year,  it  reduces  the  debt  really  incuri^, 
to  the  amount  in  which  the  sum  borroved 
exceeds  the  sum  to  be  redeemed.  It  ii 
evident  indeed,  that  whether  the  fond  ii 
applied  in  the  purchase  of  stock  already 
existing,  or  in  reducing  the  amount  o( 
stock  to  be  created,  the  effect  will  bs 
nearly  the  same ;  and  the  equalization  of 
the  public  income  and  expenditure  may 
cdbsequently  be  considered  as  a  primary 
advantage  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  no  leii 
than  the  actual  redemption  of  debt. 

The  former  of  these  objects,  so  fiir  as  it 
requisite  to  meet  that  part  of  the  expencet 
of  the  war,  which  may  be  considered  as 
necessarily  permanent,  appears,  by  the 
foregoing  Statement,  to  have  beenidready 
accomplished.  It  has,  indeed,  been  A 
fected  by  means  which,  while  they  sheir 
the  extent  of  the  resources  of  the  coantiy^ 
and  evince  its  firm  and  unshaken  spiriti 
point  ^ut  at  the  same  time  the  expediency 
of  not  calling  for  any  further  sacrificei 
which  may  be  avoidable:  for  this  great 
object  has,  in  fact,  been  accomplished  by 
the  extraordinary  payment  of  more  thaa 
200  millions  of  war  taxes.  Tliis  unexam- 
pled exertion  may  be  considered  as  no 
less  powerfully  co-operating  with  the 
Sinking  Fund,  in  its  other  great  object  of 
the  reduction  of  the  debt,  since  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  debt  to  an  equal  amount  has 
thereby  been  avoided. 

These  considerations  may  be  thought 
sufficient  to  point  out  the  general  expe- 
diency of  any  alteration  of  the  present  ar- 
rangement of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which, 
without  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  1792,  may  diminish  the  weight  of  those 
further  burdens,  which  the  progress  of  the 
war  may  still  impose  upon  the  nation ;  »™ 
with  this  view,  it  may  be  proper  to  advert 
to  the  remarkable  period  at  which  tb^ 
redemption  (tf  the  debt  has  actuiUy  v ^ 
rived. 


V]  New  Plan  ^Finance. 

When  the  establishment  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  was  proposed  bj  Mr.  Pitt,  in  I7869 
the  debtamounted  to  near  24O,O0O»000/.  ;* 
a  sum,  of  which,  few  then  living  ever 
hoped  to  see  the  redemption^  but  which, 
by  the  steady  perseverance  of  parliament, 
in  this  important  measure,  has  already 
been  redeemed. 

It  is  true,  that  this  redemption  has  been 
effected,  not  solelyby  the  operation  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  established  in  1786,  but  in 
great  part  by  the  provision  made  for  the 
redemption  of  loans  since  contracted, 
and  also  by  the  redemption  of  the  land 
tax,  and,  in  some  degree,  by  the  pur- 
chase of  life  annuities.  These  additional 
exertions  shew  the  spirit  and  perseverflfhce 
with  which  the  original  system  has  been 
carried  into  execution,  amidst  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  an  expensive  and  protracted 
war&re.  The  separation,  kept  up,  for 
purposes  of  account,  between  the  original 
Sinking  Fund  of  1786  and  the  additions 
subsequently  made  to  it,  is,  however,  only 
nominal ;  it  neither  has  been,  nor  can  be 
attended  to  in  practice;  because  the 
whole  of  the  debt  contracted  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  having 
been  borrowed  upon  the  old  stocks,  and 
no  distinction  made  between  the  old  and 
the  new  proprietors,  the  whole  Debt  is 
considered  as  one  indiscriminate  mass,  to 
which  the  purchases  made  by  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  equally  applicable.  No  right  of 
priority  of  redemption  can  exist  in  any 
particular  class  of  stockholders,  nor  can 
any  conditions  of  repayment  be  claimed 
(except  in  the  instance  of  the  five«per- 
cent  loan  of  1 797 )  beyond  those  laid  down 
in  the  Act  of  1792,  under  the  faith  of  which 
all  subsequent  loans  may  be  considered  as 
contracted. 

By  that  act,  provision  is  to  be  made  for 
Che  redemption,  within  45  years,  of  all 
Debts  subsequently  created ;  and,  within 
this  limit,  parliament  has  the  power  to 
regulate  the  mode  of  the  redemption  at  its 
discretion ;  and  has  in  fact  exercised  that 
discretion  in  several  instances. 

In  the  years  1798, 1799  and  1800,  for 
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example,  no  provision  was  made  for  the  ' 
immediate  reduction  of  that  part  of  the 
loans  which  was  charged  upon  the  income 
tax ;  but  it  was  intended  that  those  sums 
should  be  redeemed  by  a  prolongation  of 
that  tax  hi  time  of  peace.  In  1802,  when 
the  income  tax  was  repealed,  and  other 
funds  were  provided  for  defraying  the  in- 
terest of  these  loans,  it  was  again  thought 
unnecessary  to  make  immediate  provision 
for  the  redemption  of  the  principal,  which 
was  left  to  be  redeemed  by  the  prolonged 
operation  of  the  Sinking  Funds  already 
existing. 

It  may  therefore  be  considered  as  de- 
cided, not  only  by  the  recorded  opinion, 
but  by  the  established  practice  of  parlia- 
ment, that  while  provision  is  made,  in  any 
manner,  for  the  redemption  of  each  res- 
pective portion  of  the  public  Debt,  within 
45  years  from  the  time  of  its  being  created^ 
the  enactments  of  the  Act  of  1792  are  com^ 
plied  with. 

It  would  consequently  be  equally  con- 
sistent with  the  Act  of  1792,  either  to  re- 
deem any  number  of  loans  by  applying  to 
the  separate  redemption  of  each  the  dis« 
tinct  portion  of  Sinking  Fund  created  at 
the  time  of  its  being  contracted,  or  bj. 
applying  the  whole  fund,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  total  redemption  of  the 
first  contracted  loan,  and  afterwards  to 
that  of  the  several  succeeding  loans  in 
their  req[>ective  order;  so  that  each  of 
them  should  be  redeemed  within  45  yeaia 
from  its  being  raised. 

This  second  mode  would,  however,  he 
attended  with  important  advantages. 

In  the  first  mode,  the  whole  charge  of 
interest  and  Sinking  Fund,  occasioned  by 
any  number  of  successive  loans,  is  appro- 
priated, without  any  possible  relief  to  the 
public,  until  the  whole  of  one  of  the  loans 
shall  be  completely  redeemed  by  the  ex- 
clusive operation  of  the  one-per«cent  ori- 
ginally attached  to  it;  which  is  not  likely 
to  happen  in  much  less  than  40  years,  and 
may  exceed  that  term.  But  in  the  latter 
case,  several  of  the  loans  first  contracted 
will,  in  the  event  of  a  war  of  considerable 
duration,  though  much  short  of  40  years, 
have  been  redeemed  previously  to  the  ooi)« 
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dnaon  of  the  war,  and  will  haitre  furnish- 
ed,  to  a  connderable  extent,  the  means  of 
proTiding  for  a  fresh  charge;  and  this  re> 
aource  will  be  continually  increasing,  in 
proportion  to  the  duration  of  the  war. 

Another  advantage  will  be,  that  the  re- 
demption of  the  debt,  being  more  gradu- 
«lly  diffused  over  the*  whole  period,  will 
produce  less  alteration  in  the  state  of  pro- 
perty.   This  Bucoefiti ¥e  redemption  is  in- 
deed a  point  of  nb  small  importance  to 
the  regulation  of  the  money-market,  as 
the  rate  of  interest  and  the  value  of  money 
might  be  very  inconveniently  affected,  by 
tf  e  too  rapid  increase  or  the  too  sudden 
reduction  ofthe^ums  brought  into  circu- 
lation by  the  Sihktng  Fund.    It  should 
not  therefore  be  suffered  to  accumulate 
ibr  too  long  a  period ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  should  not  be  too  much  dimi- 
>iii8hed  by  extinguishing  at  once  too  large 
m  portion  of  the  public  debt.    These  con- 
siderations  appear    to    have   occasioned 
that  provision  of  the  original  Sinking  Fund 
Act  of  1786,  by  which  its  accumulation  at 
compound  interest  was  limited  to  four  mil- 
lions; and  they  will  be  still  more  ef&ctu- 
€lly  provided  for,  by  the  mode  of  succes- 
five  redemption,  which  has  been  pointed 
oat ;  While  another  advantage,  attending 
it,  would  be,  that  throughout  nearly  the 
whole  period  of  its   operation,   a  much 
smaller  portion  of  the  national  resources 
would  be  occupied  in  providing  for  the 
public  debt. 

The  point  at  which  we  are  now  arrived 
In  tlie  redemption  of  the  debt,  affords  a 
piost  favourable  opportunity  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  mode ;  which  would  have  been 
originally  preferable,  and  which  tlie  actual 
duration  of  the  war,  and  the  prospect  of 
its  possible  further  continuance,  render  at 
present  peculiarly  advantageous. 

Upon  these  prindiples,  it  is  the  object 
of  tins  paper  to  pr:ipose  a  Plan,  by  whidi 
a  gradual  and  equable  reduction  of  debt 
may  be  provided  for,  with  great  immedi- 
pte  advantage  to  the  public. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  enact,  that  the 
debt  first  contracted  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  flrst  paid  off;  wliether  purchased  by 
tbc  Bmkbg  fmi  ori^inall^  provided  for 
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its  redemption,  or  by  any  other.  U  has 
already  been  shewn,  that  this  suppoaitiea 
involves  no  absurdity,  the  old  stocks  and 
the  additions  to  them  being  so  mixed  as 
to  render  all  discrimination  impossiMe; 
and  it  is  surely  very  allow aible  in  practice 
to  assume  that  any  given  portion  of  the 
public  debt  is  discharged,  when  an  equal 
sum  funded  in  the  same  secaritlesi  has 
been  paid  off. 

A  sum  equal  to  the  capital  of  tha 
publio  debt  existing  in  1786,  having  ^ 
ready  been  purchase   by   the  enMum* 
sioners,  or  transferred  for  the  redemption 
oi  land  tax,  or  the  purchase  of  Ufe  sa* 
nuities,   the  execution  of  this  phin  w3l 
only  require,  with  regard  either  to  this 
sum,  or  to  any  debt  hereafter  to  be  re* 
deemed,   that  a  certificBte  of  such  re* 
demption  shall  be  published  in  the  Oa- 
sette,  ai)d  laid  before  parliament  by  the 
commissioners;  and  that,  thereupon,  the 
stock  so  redeemed  and  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  commissioners,  shall  be  at 
the  disposal  of  parliament,  and  liable  to 
be  cancelled,  in  such  proportions  and  st 
such  times  as  parliament  may  direct,  to 
such  an  amount  as  may  be  necessary  for 
charging,  upon  the  same  securities,  the 
dividend   and   sinking  fund  of  any  loan 
which  may  have  been  contracted  for  the 
public  service ;  but  that  the  whole  Sink- 
ing Fund  created  by  the  Act  of  17M»  or 
by  any  subsequent  Act,  shall  be  iDonttnued 
and  applied,  until  the  total  redemption  of 
all  debt  now  existing  or  to  be  crested 
during  the  present  war.     In  order,  how« 
ever,  effectually  to  secure  the  means  of 
redeeming  all  future  loans  within  forty* 
five  years,  and  to  preserve  a  pfope**  P'*" 
portti^n  between  tlie  Sinking  Fond  sad 
the  Unredeemed  Debt,  it  will  be  eafsdieot 
to  enact,  that  whenever  the  sum  borrowed 
in  any  year  shall  exceed  the  sum  to  be 
paid  off,  a  sinking  load  shall  be  provided 
for  the  excess  of  loan,  equal  to  one  half  of 
its  interest ;  and  for  the  rensioder  of  the 
loan  (or  for  the  whole,  if  not  exceeding 
the  amount  to  be  redeemed  withai  the 
year)   a   sinking  fund  of  oec  pcr-cent 

conformably  to  the  Act  of  17^« 
It  may  also  be  obsemd^  that  ss  (U«  ^' 
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rongMieiit  involves  ^«rspetl  of  tHoM 
profUMot  of  the  Act  of  1800,  under 
wlMck  the  whole  Sinking  Fund  the*  ex- 
ietkig  waa  directed  to  accunmlate  at  com- 
pound inlereat,  till  the  complete  rederop- 
tioo  of  the  debt  which  then  remained  un- 
redeemed, it  will  be  proper  to  make  good 
to  the  Sinking  Fund  the  annual  «um  of 
WOfiOOL  which  would  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  redemption  of  the  dilE^ent 
Mims  provkied  for  in  160i,  if  that  consoli- 
detbn  had  not  taken  place,  and  if  those 
auroe  had  been  accompanied  by  the  usual 
mdeeming  fund  of  One-per-cent.  And 
while,  in  this  respect,  the  proposed  PUm 
«rill  rerert  to  the  original  arrangemenU 
of  the  Sicking  Fund,  it  will  also  eonform 
to  them  by  returning,  with  much  greater 
advantage,  to  the  principle  of  those  provi- 
sions, by  which  relief  would  before  this 
time  have  been  obtained  to  the  public  by 
the  limitation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  es- 
tablished by  tlie  Act  of  1786,  and  then 
^restricted  in  its  accumulation  to  the  an- 
tiual  sum  of  four  millions. 

In  connexion  with  this  part  of  the  suho 
ject,  should  be  mentioned  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  debt  in  unprovided  Exche- 
quer Bills,  of  late  years ;  which  may  be 
considered  as  a  departure  from  the  spirit 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1792.  It  was 
certainly  the  intention  of  that  Act,  that 
every  increase  of  public  debt^  except  mere 
temporary  anticipations  of  income,  should 
bave  a  provision  made  for  its  extinction, 
at  the  time  when  it  was  incurred.  But 
large  sums,  now  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  %,000,000/.  have  been  raised  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  continued  from  year  to 
year,  in  the  shape  of  Exchequer  Bills, 
without  any  provisdon  for  the  extinction 
of  the  debt  so  created. 

To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  the 
most  proper  method  appears  to  be,  that  a 
sum  should  be  annually  granted  to  die 
CommisHioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
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mk  wlH  ukhnaloly  be  rodeened,  cAer- 
wise  than  by  conversion  into  Amdedl 
debt;  in  whk:h  case  the  provision  now^ 
made  for  their  redemption,  witi  be  an  an^ 
ticipation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  which  would 
then  be  provkied. 

The  mode  of  exercising  this  discre-' 
tionary  power  of  parliament  to  cancel 
such  portions  of  debt  as  shall  have  beeii 
redeemed,  may  be  varied  as  circumstance# 
may  require ;  but,  during  war,  that  which 
has  been  pointed  out,  appears  to  l^e  most 
generally  advantageous. 

The  effect  of  its  adoption  will  therefore 
be  stared  in  theBrst  instance ;  after  which 
it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  view  of  the 
most  beneficial  application  of  which  the 
principles  of  the  plan  may  appear  to  be 
capable  on  the  supposition  of  peace. 

It  is  not  intended  to  offer  any  opinion 
of  the  amount  of  the  loans  to  be  raised  in 
future  in  the  evenfofthe  continuitfice  of 
the  war :  but  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating 
the  operation  of  the  proposed  Plan  ia 
comparison  with  that  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, in  a  variety  of  cases,  Tables  have  been 
annexed,  shewing  the  effects  of  each  OR 
different  suppositions. 

In  the  first  it  is  assumed  that  the  lo^ns  iq 
future,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  will  be 
equal  to  that  raised  in  1812,  which,  includ* 
ing  the  Exchequer  Bills  funded,  amounted 
to  28,000,000/.     [See  Table  A.  1,  2, 3.] 

To  fund  this  sum  at  5  per  cent  for  four 
years  to  come,  would,  according  to  thi9 
present  system,  require  the  imposition  of 
new  taxes  to  the  amount  of  oearly 
7,500,000/.;  and  in  the  whole,  to  thf 
year  1830,  about  which  time  the  deb| 
consolidated  in  1802,  would,  at  that  ratu 
of  interest,  be  redeemed  by  the  systeog 
now  existing,  taxes  would  be  required^ 
supposing  the  war  to  last  so  long^  io  tji^ 
amount  of  upwards  of  31,000,0(KV. 

But  according  to  the  new  Plan,  it  would 
require  no  taxes  for  the  next  four  years^ 


National  Debt,  equal  to  one-per-cent  on  i  except  about  1,100,000/.  in  the  preset^ 


M  unprovided  Exchequer  Bills  outstanding  J 
on  the  5th  of  January  last,  and  nhould 
continue  to  be  annually  issued  till  they 
shall  be  funded,  or  otherwise  permanently 
provided  for.    it  is  not  prdbaUe  that  these 


year,  for  the  purpose  of  making  those  im- 
mediate additions  to  the  Sinking  Fund» 
which  have  been  above  specified:  aod 
in  the  whole,  to  1830,  qj&j  ibout 
18|000^O0M.  would  be  required. 


^ 
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The  whole  amount  -of  the  debt  now 
existing  wo^ld,  by  the  present  mode,  be 
ledeemed  about  184!5 ;  by  the  new  Plan, 

about  1837. 

The  Sinking  Fund  will  be  much  greater 
according  to  the  present  Plan,  than  by 
that  proposed,  till  about  the  year  1880, 
when  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of 
1802  will  fall  in,  and  an  annual  sum  of 
twenty-one  millions  will  be  at  once  taken 
from  it.  Their  subsequent  progress  will 
correspond  more  nearly,  as  the  successive 
extinction  of  loans  will  operate  on  both. 
The  new  Plan  will,  however,  continue 
more  equable  and  uniform  in  its  progress. 

If  the  sum  necessary  to  be  raised  should 
exceed  28,000,000/.  the  advantages  of  the 
new  Plan,  in  point  of  taxation,  would  be 
somewhat  diminished ;  but  the  redemption 
of  the  existing  debt  would  be  accelerated, 
and  the  Sinking  Fund  would  increase 
more  rapidly ;  and  opposite  effiscts  would 
of  course  be  produced,  if  the  sums  bor« 
rowed  were  diminished,  or  if  they  were 
obtained  at  a  rate  of  interest  below  SL  per 
cent.  This  is  shewn  by  Tables  pointing 
out  the  effects  of  a  succession  of  loans  of 
25,000,000/.  and  of  12,000,000/.  respec- 
tively, [See  Tables  B.  1,  2,  3,  and  C.  1, 
2,  3.]  which  prove  that  in  the  latter  case 
no  taxes  would  be  required,  except  those 
provided  in  the  first  year,  till  the  com- 
plete redemption  of  the  existing  debt. 

It  may  however  reasonably  be  hoped, 
ihat  even  in  the  event  of  a  continuance  of 
the  present  rate  of  expence,  the  cessation 
of  the  imposition  of  taxes  for  some  years, 
would  have  a  considerable  effect  in  improv- 
ing the  existing  revenue,  and  consequently 
in  lessening  the  amount  to  be  borrowed. 
This  has  been  in  some  degree  expe- 
rienced even  in  consequence  of  the  par- 
tial  relief  from  additional  taxes,  which  has 
taken  place  since  the  year  1806.  It 
should  also  be  remarked,  that  such  a 
saving  of  permanent  taxes  would  create  a 
comparative  facility  of  increasing  the  war 
taxes,  if  such  a  measure  should  be  thought 
advisable,  as  it  probably  may  be  in  the 
event  of  an  increase  of  expence  or  even 
gf  any  considerable  duration  of  its  present 
amount.    How  far  this  may  be  expected. 
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it  would  be  rash  to  decidei  and  the  sup* 
position  of  any  particular  sum  is  assumed 
for  illustration  only,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
essential  to  the  system  itself,  which  will 
be  found  capable  of  being  adapted  to 
every  variety  of  circumstances  which  can 
be  expected  to  arise. 

In  the  event  of  peace,  the  Sinking 
Fund  would  continue  to  accumulate  at 
compound  interest  as  at  present,  unless 
the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  too 
rapid  diminution  of  the  rate  of  interest, 
should  induce  parliament  to  interfere  by 
ordering  the  stock  purchased  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  be  cancelled.  This  kind  of 
interruption  is  not  however  peculiar  to 
the  new  system ;  but  must  equally  take 
place  under  the  present  mode  of  redemp- 
tion, whenever  its  progress  should  be 
found  to^be  too  rapid.  In  case  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  redemption  should  be  ad- 
hered to,  such  a  change,  whenever  it 
might  take  place,  would,  however,  be  at- 
tended with  the  disadvantage  of  appearing 
to  be  a  deviation  from  the  established 
principles  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  while  in 
the  former  it  would  obviously  be  a  conse- 
quence flowing  from  them.  In  either 
case  it  is  highly  important  that  sufficient 
security  should  be  preserved  for  the  ul- 
timate redemption  of  the  debt  within  4$ 
years  from  its  creation,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1792. 

But  the  principal  advantage  of  the  pro- 
posed Plan,  in  time  of  peace,  would  be 
the  facility  of  keeping  in  reserve  the 
means  of  funding  a  large  sum  (suppose 
100,000,000/.)  4U  a  resource  in  case  of 
the  renewal  of  hoetilities. 

This  fund,  which  would  be  formed  in  a 
few  years  by  the  redeemed  stock  standing 
in  the  names  of  the  Commissioners,  would 
be  continually  increasing,  unless  checked 
in  the  manner  above  mentioned ;  and  in 
no  case  should  it  be  reduced  below  such  a 
sum  as  may  be  thought  amply  sufficient 
to  support  the  confidence  of  the  country 
at  home,  and  to  maintain  its  dignity 
abroad.  It  would,  indeed,  be  such  a  trea* 
sure,  as  no  other  country  has  ever  pos- 
sessed, and  the  first  example  of  an  im- 
mense accumulation  of  public  property, 
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formed  without  the  impoverishment  of  any 
individua],  or  any  embarrassment  of  the 
general  circulation. — For  the  sake  of  illus- 
trating this  part  of  the  subject,  a  Table  is 
annexed,  which  shews  the  application  of 
the  Plan  to  alternate  periods  of  war  and 
peace.    [See  Table  D.  1,2,  3.] 

It  may  be  observed,  in  favour  of  this 
Plan,  that  it  is  less  liable  than  any  other 
modification  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be 
abused  as  a  precedent  for  encroachment 
upon  it ;  not  only  because  it  arises  out  of 
the  principles  of  the  Sinking  Fund  itself, 
but  because  it  turns  entirely  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  stock  purchased  by  the  Com- 
missioners, which  must,  in  any  possible 
arrangement  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  be  can- 
celled, sooner  or  later ;  the  only  question 
being  as  to  time  and  mode. 

In  considering  this  subject,  we  must  not 
forget  that  the  great  and  ultimate  object 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  is,  to  relieve  the  na- 
tion from  the  burden  of  taxes  which  would 
be  entailed  upon  it  by  the  indefinite  ex- 
tension of  the  public  debt.  It  answers 
other  collateral  purposes  of  considerable 
importance ;  but  this  is  its  direct  and  im- 
mediate object.  Now,  as  it  cannot  be  less 
important  to  prevent  the  immediate  in- 
crease of  taxes,  than  to  provide  for  theii 
future  possible  reduction,  that  would  seem 
to  be  the  best  arrangement  of  a  Sinking 
Fund,  which,  while  it  provided  for  the  ul- 
timate discharge  of  debt  within  a  certain 
moderate  period,  afforded  the  earliest 
relief  to  the  public,  and  limited  the  maxi- 
mum of  total  charge  withm  the  narrowest 
compass. 

Such  are  the  leading  considerations 
which  have  suggested  the  foregoing  Plan, 
and  the  objects  which  it  has  been  intended 
to  effect.  There  is,  however,  no  wish  to 
disguise  the  weight,  which  the  political 
furciimstancei  of  the  {^resent  moment  have 
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had  in  recommending  it ;  biii  on  the  con- 
trary, a  very  confident  persuasion,  that  the 
more  fully  those  circumstances  are  inves- 
tigated, the  more  they  will  be  found  to 
enforce  the  expediency  of  such  a  system. 


The  following  Tables,  marked  A.  I^» 
A.  2.— A.  8.^  B.  1.— B.  2 B,  3. 

C.  l.-:-C.  2.— (C.  3.    D.  1.— D.  2.— 

D.  8,  are  intended  to  give  a  com- 
parative View  of  The  Existing  Sys- 
tem, and  The  Proposed  Plan; 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  Amount  of 
Taxes  to  be  imposed  in  each  Year, 
•—The  Amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  each  Year,— and.  The  suc- 
cessive Redemption  of  all  Fundeb 
Debt-— on  different  Suppositions. 

Those  parts  of  them  which  relate  to  the 
proposed  Plan,  all  assume  that  an  annual 
sum  of  867,965/.  equal  to  one  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  the  stock  provided  for  in 
1802,  and  on  which  no  Sinking  Fund  was 
then  created,  will  be  added  to  the  Smking 
Fund,  and  provided  for  by  new  perma- 
nent taxes:  and  also,  that  260,000/.  a 
year  will  be  added  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
in  respect  of  unprovided  Exchequer  Bills. 
This  latter  sum  is  supposed  to  be  supplied 
by  new  war  taxes,  to  an  equal  amount; 
and  these  sums  together  make  up  the 
amount  of  1,127,963/.  for  which  taxes  are 
stated  in  the  Tables  to  be  provided  in  the 
first  year  of  the  new  Plan. 

The  several  loans  (except  in  Table  C.) 
are  supposed  to  be  raised  at  5  per  cent, 
interest,  with  a  Sinking  Fund  equal  to 
one-third  of  the  interest,  being  the  pro- 
portion applicable,  according  to  the  Act 
of  1792,  to  a  8  per  cent,  stock,  exceptia 
those  cases,  in  which,  by  the  proposed 
PlaDy  a  larger  Sinking  Fund  is  required* 
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Table,  A.  I. 


fitftimated  Annual  and  Total  Amount  of  New  Taxbs,  to  be  mpoeed  ao* 
cording  to  the  Existing  System,  and  according  to  the  Proposed  Plan  ;  on  the 
Supposition  of  Annual  Loans  of  «£.  28,000,000  at  £.5  per  cent,  until  the  Re- 
demption of  all  Funded  Debt  created  prior  to  181S. 


4821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
188^ 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 


BXIS'nNG  SVSTTOf. 


AwKUaL 


, 


1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 


1,866,666 
1,8669666 
1,866,666 
1,866,666 
1,866,666 
1,8()6,666 
1,866,666 
1,-866,666 

1,800,000 
1,800,000 
1,800,000 
1,800,000 
1,800,000 
1,800,000 
1,800,000 
1*800,000 
1,800,000 


TotaL 


1,866,666 
3,733332 
5,599,998 
7,466,664 
9,333,r»30 
11,199,996 
13,066,662 
14,933,328 

16,733,328 
18,533,328 
20,333,328 
22,133,32s 
23,933,328 
25,733,828 
-27,533,828 
29,333,328 
31,133,328 
31,133,328 

31,133,328 
31,133,328 
31,133,828 
31,133,328 
31,133,328 
31,133,328 
31,133,328 


pR0P08et>  plan. 


Annual, 


1^127,963 


1,290,206 

676,775 

2,008,333 

1,995,^33 

1,987,500 

624,431 
1,158,356 
1,979,166 
1,095,316 

618,013 
1,962,500 

210,342 
1,326,662 

•  886,706 

1,045,286 

724,656 

1,068,288 

1,163,211 

972,766 

434,563 


Totai. 


*       *m 


^^bm 


1,127,966 

1,127.963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
2,418,169 
3,094,944 
5,103,277 
7,099,110 

9,086,610 
9,086,610 
9,711,041 
10,869,397 
12,848,563 
13,943,879 
14,561,892 
16,524,392 
16,734,734 
18,p61,396 

18,948,102 
19,093,868 
20,718,024 
21,786,312 
22,949,523 
23,922,289 
24,356,852 


BXCBS8 

of 

TAXES, 

•ocordiag^  Id 

The  Exiftiing 

SjKlem. 


Amount  of  the 

BxoeM  oTlVkcSt 

•cconliHgte 

T1i«  ExiiUiig 

System. 


738,709 
2,605,369 
4,472,035 
6,338,701 
6,915,161 
8, 105,05  .J 
7,968,885 
7,834,218 

7,646,718 
9,446,718 
10,6'i:2,287 
11,263,931 
11,084,765 
11,789.449 
12,971,436 
12,808,936 
14,398,594 
13,071,992 

12,185,226 
11,139,960 
10,415,304 
9,347,016 
8,183,805 
7,21 1,039 
6,776,476 


3,344,072 
7,816,11)7 
14,154,808 
21,069,969 
29,175,021 
37,138,406 
44,972,624 

52,619,342 

62,066,060 

72,688,347 

^3,952,278 

95,037,043 

106,826,492. 

119,797,928 

132,606,864 

147,005,458 


*  In  1821,  the  War  Taxes  pledged  for  the  Loan  of  1807  will,  according  to  the 
Existing  System  at  £•  5  per  cent,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  that  Loan, 
and  again  become  applicable  to  the  Service  of  the  year.  The  future  Annual 
Loans  are  therefore  reduced  to  £>  27,000,000  and  the  Charge  thereby  occasioned 
to  £.  1,800,000:  and  from  the  year  1829,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Loans  will  be 
charged  upon  the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of  1802, 
which  will  fall  in  in  1830,  and  the  several  Loans  which  will  fall  in  after  that  year; 
and  therefore  no  further  Taxes  will  be  necessary. 


V 
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Table,  A.  «. 

fiflliiiiated  Amount  of  the  Sivxiya  Fiwd, 
«t  the  lit  of  August  in  each  Yetr,  ac- 
cording to  tile  Existing  Stbtsm,  and 
according  to  the  Proposed  Plait,  upon  < 
the  foregoing  Suppositions^ 


181S 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 

1821 
]822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
tl8S0 

1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 

1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 


I 


13,269,958 
14,423,455 
15,634,627 
16,906,357 
18,241,674 
19,643,757 
21,115,944 
22,661,740 

23,090,971 
24,718,019 
26,426,419 
28,220,239 
30,103,750 
32,081,437 
34,158,008 
36,338,408 
38,627|828 
19»745,200 

21,204,960 
22,094,571 
23,671,799 
23,063,^28 
23,494,319 
25,141,534 
26,858,638 
28,674,069 
30,580,272 
32,581,785 

34,683,374 
36,890,042 
37,158,317 
36,822,317 
37,953,346 


14,397,921 
13,647,817 
12,860,207 
12,033,217 
11,164,877 
11,607,837 
11,428,842 

12,639,083 

13,896,609 
15,208,314 
14,498,729 
14,409,318 
14,876,057 
16,227,984 
16,719,465 
16,734,351 
18,161,693 
17,820,636 

18,634,662 
19,027^36 
19,606,337 
19,877,542 
20,523,121 
21,300,648 
21,917,084 


1 


I 


^ 


f  In  1830^  the  Sinking  Fund,  according 
to  the  Existing  System,  is  reduced  from 
jf.41,031,719.  Its  amount  on  the  1st  Au-  : 
gust  of  that  year,  to  £.  19,745,200  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Redemption  of  thel>d>ts' 
consolidated  by  the  Act  of  180^. 

A  reduction  of  a  similar  nature,  but  iff 
smaller  amount,  takea  place  on  the  Redemp-  • 
tion  of  each  subsequent  Loan,  the  Perioil  of 
which  may  be  found  in  Table,  A.  3. 


Table,  A.  3. 

Statement  of  the  Petiods  of  Re- 
demption of  the  Funded  Debt 
.contracted  prior  to  1813,  ac- 
cording to  the  Existing  System, 
and  according  to  the  Proposed 
Plan;  continuing  the  foregoing 
Siuppositions. 


LOANS. 


All  prior  to  -  1793 
i^oan  of  -  .  -  1793 

1794 
s.  1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 

^  f  War  Tax  Loan 

^  ISuppIyXfOan  • 

1808 

1809 
1810 

1811 
1812 


Sjfttem* 


1830 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditta 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
1832 
1834 
1834 
1835 

1821 
1837 

1844 

1843 
1843 

1845 
1844 


Propoted 
Ptan. 


1813 

1813 

1814 
1816 
1818 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1826 

1827 
1829 
1829 
1830 
1861 
1832 

1833 
1833 

1833 

1834 
1835 

1836 
1837 


NJB.  Supposing  no  further  Loans 
^  be  contracted  after  the  total  Re- 
demption of  the  Debt  existing  prior 
to  1813,  and  the  Redemption  of 
Debt  to  proceed  thenceforward  at 
^•3  per  cent,  compound  interest, 
the  Debt  remaining  unredeemed 
in,  the  year  1845,  according  to  the 
Existing  System,  would  be  wholly 
redeemed  m  the  year  1891. 

And  the  Debt  remaining  unre- 
deemed in  1837,  accordbg  to  the 
Proposed  Plan,  would  be  wholly 
redeemed  in  the  year  1870. 
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Table,  B.  1. 


Estimated  Anxtal  and  Total  Amount  of  New  Taxes,  to  be  imposed  aecord* 
iog  to  the  Exbting  System,  and  according  to  the  Proposed  Plan  ;  on  the  Sup- 
position of  Annual  Loans  of  25  Millions  at.«£.5  per  centum,  until  the  Redemp- 
tion of  all  Funded  Debt  created  prior  to  1813*— -^JV.  A  In  this,  and  the  fol- 
lowing Tables,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  make  allowance  in  the  cal- 
culations which  relate  to  the  Proposed  Plan,  for  the  application  within  the  first 
year  of  the  Per-Centage  provided  for  each  Loan ;  the  operation  of  whidi  has, 
however,  been  attended  to  in  Table  A.  and  throughout  all  the  calculatioos  re* 
specting  the  Existing  System. 


1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 

4821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1826 
1829 
1830 

1831 
1832 
1S33 
1834 
1835 
1886 
1837 
1838 
1839 


EXISTING  SYSTEM. 


AnnuaL 


1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 

1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 


Total 


1,666,666 
3,333,332 
4,999,998 
6,666,664 
8,333,330 
9,999,996 
11,666,662 
13,333,328 

14,933,328 
16,533328 
18,133,328 
19,733328 
21,333,328 
22,933,328 
24,533,328 
26,133,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 

27,733,828 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,828 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 


PROPOSED  PLAN. 


Annual, 


1,127,963 


156,872 

455,942 

1,787,500 

1,779,166 

1,766,666 

M  ■>  • 

1,086,931 
858,333 
933,356 
882,816 

1,750,000 
397,179 

1,741,666 


1,099,504 
670,039 
832,766 
1,147,940 
1,080,882 
843,288 
942,378 
747,766 
209,563 


TatoL 


1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,284,835 
1.740,777 
3328,277 
5,307,443 

7,074,109 

7,074,109 

8,161,040 

9,019,373 

9,952,729 

10335345 

12,585,545 

12,982,724 

14,724,390 

14,724,390 

15323,894 
16,493,933 
17326,699 
18,474,639 
19355,521 
20,398,809 
21341,187 
22,088,953 
22,298316 


EXCESS 

of 

TAXES, 

according^  to 

Hw  Eusting 

System. 


538,703 
2,205,369 
3,872,035 
5,538,701 
7,048,495 
8,259,219 
8,138,385 
8,025>885 

7,859,219 
9,459,219 
9,972,288 
10,713,955 
11,380,599 
12,097,783 
11,947,783 
13,150,604 
13,008,938 
13,008,938 

11,909,434 
11,239,395 
10,406,629 
9,258389 
8,177,607 
7,334,519 
6,392,141 
5,644,375 
5,434312 


Aggreg^ 

AjBomit  of  ue 

Excess  of  1^X61, 

aMordngto. 

TbeBitsliag 

SysteoL 


2,74*,072 
6316,107 
12,154,808 
19,203,303 
27,462,522 
35,600,907 
43,626,792 

51,486,011 
60,945,230 

81,631,473 
93,012,072 
105,109,855 
117,057,638 
130,208,242 
143,217,180 


*  In  1821,  the  War  Taxes  pledged  for  the  Loan  of  1807  will,  according  to  tbe 
Existiog  System  at  £^  5  per  centum,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  that 
Loan,  and  again  become  applicable  to  the  Service  of  the  year.  The  niture  annosl 
Loans  are  therefore  reduced  to  £.  24^000,000  and  the  Charge  thereby  occasioned 
to  if.  1,600,000;  and  from  the  year  re29,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Loans  will  be 
oharffed  upon  the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of  1602, 
whici)  will  fall  in  in  1830,  and  the  serend  Loans  which  will  fidl  in  after  that  year; 
and  therefore  no  further  Taxes  will  be  necessary. 
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Table.  B.  2. 

1 

•t  the  l<t  of  August  in  eadi  Year,  so- 
cordiw  to  the  Exuting   Svitem,   ud 
Bccording  to  the  Proposed  Piam  ;  upon 

the  foregoing  Suppoeilions. 

EtWV*-"^ 

PrtiNwrfPim.- 

• 

1813 

13,269,958 

I4.S97.921 

1811 

14,370,955 

13,779,900 

e.S  . 

1815 

15,527,002 

15,130,770 

1816 

16,740,851 

12,448,975 

u 

1817 

18,015,392 

11,732,673 

1818 

19,353,660 

11,145.068 

If 

1819 

20^758^2 

10,641,886 

SiR 

1820 

23,234,283 

11,921,482 

tf 

1821 

22,689,641 

13,0*6,722 

52 
11 

1822 

2i,lS9.123 

14,215.724 

1883 

25,766,079 

13,588,593 

1824 

27,474,382 

14,071,175 

1825 

29,268,101 

14,338,066 

1626 

31.151,506 

14,687,076 

1627 

33,129,081 

15,021,178 

1628 

35,205,535 

16,272,236 

1889 

37,385,811 

16,165,802 

1880 

18,388^82 

17,465,758 

II 

1831 

19,728,011 

17,002,379 

1832 

30,491,274 

17,670,310 

a-B- 

1833 

21.935,837 

17,920,908 

i 

1834 

21,188,568 

18,354,899 

irtss 

21,472,796 

19,141,730 

1836 

22,966.435 

19.897,909 

I8S7 

24,522,284 

20,442,631 

isse 

96,168,398 

21,118,642 

'i  9 

1639 

27.896,817 

21,624,938 

M 

1840 

29,711,657 

1841 

31,617,239 

^ 

1842 

33,618,100 

& 

1843 

33.670.278 

» 

1644 

33,107,376 

1845 

34,000,158 

In  1830,  the  Sinking  Pund,  a 

wording 

to  the  Exittiog  Sjitem,  U  redo 

cedfrom 

D  conse- 

quence  of  the  Redemption  of  tl 

le  Debts 

coowlidated  by  the  Act  of  1802. 

A  reduction  of  B  liniilar  nmturc 

,  but  of 

■nutler    unouni,  takes  plscc  on 

the  Re- 

oan,  the 

Period  of  which  OMy  be  found 

nTaWe, 

A.8. 

Table.  B.  3. 

Statement  of  the  Periods  of  Re- 

demption of  the  Funded  Debt 

contracted  prior  to   1813,   ac- 
cording to  the  Existing  Syitem, 

and  according  to  the  Proposed 

PTftn !  continuing  the  foregoing 

LOANS. 

".tr- 

AU  prior  to  -  1793 

1880 

1813 

Loan  of  -  -  -  1793 

ditto 

1813 

1794 

ditto 

1814 

1795 

ditto 

1816 

1796 

ditto 

1818 

1797 

ditto 

1822 

1798 

ditto 

1824 

1799 

ditto_ 

1825 

1800 

ditto' 

1826 

1601 

ditto 

1628 

1802 

ditto 

1830 

1803 

1632 

1830 

1804 

1834 

1831 

1805 

1834 

183^ 

1806 

1835 

1833 

g  rWar  Tax  Loan 
SisupplyLo^n   - 

1821 

1834 

1837 

1834 

1608 

18+4 

1835 

1809 

1643 

1836 

ISIO 

1643 

1837 

1811 

1845 

1838 

161'2 

1844 

1839 

to  he  contracted  after  the  total  Re- 

demption of  the  Debt  existuig  prior 

to  1813,  and  the  Redemptiun  of 

Debt  lo  proceed  thenceforward  at 

the  Debt  remaining  unredeemed. 

in  the  year  1645,  according  to  the 

Existing  System,  would  be  wholly 

redeemed  m  the  year  1891. 

deemed  in  1639,  acconling  to  the 

Proposed  Plan,  would  be  wholly 

redeemed  in  the  year  18~2. 

"rTiZ^T}  «•«'««-« 
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APPElfDIX^JV«»  Pfaji  O^rikAneL 


Table,  C.  1. 


Estimated  AmitrAi.  and  Total  Amount  of  Naw  Tazbs,  to  be  htpaeed  adei*dfai(f  to 
the  Existing  Ststem,  and  according  to  the  Proposed  PlaH  ;  on  the  Sa^peakiem  of 
Annual  Loans  of  12  Millions  at  «£.  S  per  cent,  nntil  the  Redempticai  df  all  Puaded 
Debt  created  prior  to  I81S. 


1818 
18U 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
♦1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 

1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 


EXISTING 
fiYSTBM. 


AmiMaJL 


Toid. 


480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 

480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
440,000 
440,000 
440,000 
440,000 
440,000 


PROPOSED 
PLAN. 


AnMttL 


480,000 1,127,963 

960,000 

1,440,000  - 

1,920,000  - 

2,400,000  - 

2,880,000  - 

3,360,000  - 

3,840,000  - 

4,320,000 
4,800,000 
5,280,000 
5,760,000 
6,240,000 
6,680,000 
7,120,000 
7,560,000 
8,000,000 
8,444,000 


440,000  8,880,000 
440,000  9,320,000 
440,000  9,760,000 
440,000  10,200,000 
440,000 10,640,000 
440,00011,080,000 
440,00011,520,000 
440,00011,960,000 
440,000 12,400,000 
440,000 12,840,000 


TataL 


BXOESS 

of 

TAXES, 

■ooording 

to 

The 


127,963 
127,963 
127,969 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 

127,963 
127,963 
127,968 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 

127,963 
127,968 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,963 
127,96311,272,037 


127,963 


312,037 
792,037 
1,272,037 
1,752,037 
2,232,097 
2,712,037 

3,192,037 
3,672,087 
4,152,037 
4,632,087 
5,122,037 
5,552,037 
5,992,037 
6,432,037 
6,872,037 
7,312,037 

7,752,037 
8,192,037 
8,632,037 
9,072,037 
9,512,037 
9,952,037 
10,392,037 
10,832,037 


11,712,037 


EXCESS 

of 

•oooraiD^ 

to 

The 

Prtfoud 

Plan. 


Amoaaiof 
acoording  to 


647,969 
167,969 


288,148 
1460,185 
3,312;222 
5,544,259 
8,256^296 

11,448^339 
15,120,370 
19,272,407 

29,016,481 
34,568,518 
40,560,556 
46,992,592 
53,864,689 
61,176^606 

68,928,708 

77,120,740 

85,752,777 

94,824,814 

104,386^851 

114,288,888 

124,660,995 

135,512,962 

146,784,999 

158,497,036 


-^ 


509,88$ 


*  In  1826,  the  War  Taxes  pledged  for  the  Loan  1807  wilt,  according  to  the  Bust- 
ing System  at  £,  3  per  cent,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  that  Loan,  and 
again  bec6me  applicable  to  the  Service  of  the  year.  The  future  annual  Loans  are  there- 
fore reduced  to  «£.  1 1 ,000,000,  and  the  Charge  thereby  occasioned  to  £.  440,000 ;  aad 
from  the  year  1840,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Loans  will  be  charged  upon  the  Funds  ap* 
propriated  to  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of  1802,  which  will  fan  in  in  1S4I,  and 
the  several  Loans  which  will  fall  in  sifter  that  year ;  and  tberefere  no  ftirtiier  TksSfea 
will  be  necessary* 

The  rate  of  ^.3  per  cent,  is  assumed  on  the  abovemenlioned  sopposMons,  aa  Aew^ 
ing  nearly  the  latest  period  to  whidi  die  Redemption  could  be  protracted,  accordiag 
to  the  Proposed  Flan. 


AFPENDDL-WAii  PkH  tfTbukiUk 


TABLE,  C.  2. Estimated  Amount  of  the 

SiKKiNO  Fund  at  the  Ist  of  August  in  eadi 
Year,  according  to  the  Existing  Systeia, 

.  and  according  to  the  Proposed  Plan ;  upon 
the  foregoing  Suppositions. 


824 

825 

826 

827 

828 

829 

830 

831 

832 

833 

834 

83o 

836 

837 

838 

839 

840 

841 

842 

843 

SiAA. 

845 
846 
847 
848 
849 
850 
851 
852 
853 
854 
855 
856 
857 
858 
859 
860 
861 
862 
863 


Syitem, 


14,268,458 
14,322,111 
14,377,374 
14,434,295 
14,492,923 


8l3 13,140,495 
814  13,658,309 
815 14,191,658 
816 14,741,007 
817 15,306,837 

818  15,889,642114,553,310 

819  16,489,931  14»615»509 

820  17,108,228  14,679,574 

821  17,745,07414,745,561 

822  18,401,026 
823 


XfVMMtt 

An* 


865 
866 


20,489,331 
20,033,755 
20,748,067 
21,483,808 
22,241,622 


14,818,527 


*  tlnrmiglioat  tliif 
Galtmui,  the  Sinking 
Fand  it  •hewn  u  in- 
cmsed  bj  the  addi- 
tion of  £A,trrSGS 
propoisd  U  beiMde 
intheproMntjear. 


19,076,656 14,883,532 
19,772,555 14,955,637 


23,022,  i70  15,436,038 


23,826,135 
24,654,2U^ 
25,507,145 
26,385,659 
27,290,528 
28,222,543 


29,182,51916,115,550 
30,171,294  16,224,616 
Hl,189,732  16,336,954 


32,238,723 
12,032,665 
12,506,944 
12,995,452 
12,855,478 
13,354,442 
13,868,375 
12,133,666 
12,610.975 
13,102,604 
12,413,782 
12,899,495 
13,899,779 
13,902,600 
14,432,978 
14,979,267 
15,541,945 
16,121,509 
16,718,448 
17,333,301 
17,966,600 
18,618,898 
18,206,103 
17,901,520 


15,029,906 
15,106,403 
15,185,195 
15,266,350 
15,349,940 


15,524,719 
15,610,060 
15,710,141 
15,807,045 
15,906,856 
16,009,661 


16,452,662 

16,571,841 

16,694,596 

16,821,033 

16,951,263 

17,085,4001 

17,223,562 

17,365,868 

17,512,444 

17,663,417 

17,818,919 

17,979,086 

18,144,058 

18,313.979 

18,488,998 


864  16,658,166 


16,498,494 
15,924,162 


-  -  In  1841,  the  Sink- 
ittg  Pnnd,  aocordinf 
to  the  Rutting  Syt- 
tem,  is  reduced  firom 
£,  99319,164  to 
«f. 12,099,665  in  «ott- 
aeqiMnce  of  the  Re* 
demptioB  of  the  Debts 
consolidated  by  the 
Actofl802.-«A  Re- 
daction of  a  similar 
natnre,  bot  of  smaller 
takes  pli 


on  the  Redeuiptiou  of 
each  subtequent  Loan, 
the  Period  of  which 
■aj  be  found  ia  Ta- 
ble, C.  3. 


TABLE,  C.  S Statement  of 

the  Periods  of  Redemption  of 
the  FuNDiD  Durr  (iomracted 
prior  to  1813,  according  to 
the  Existing  System,  and  ac- 
cording  to  the  Proposed  Plan: 
continuing  the  " 
positions. 


LOANS. 


All  prior  to  -  1793 

Loan  of  -  -  -  1793 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

1801 

18021 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

fc  rWarTaxLoan 
S  lSu|  ply  Loan  - 

1808 
1809 
1810 

1811 
16121 


ErtftJRg 


1841 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
1844 
1847 
1847 
1850 

1826 
1853 

186  > 
1862 
1863 

1866 
1864 


Propottd 
Plan. 


1814 

1814 

1815 
1817 
1821 
1826 
1828 
1830 
1832 

1835 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1842 
1844 

1845 
1845 

1846 
1848 
1850 

1851 
1854 


N.B.  Supposing  no  further 
Loans  to  be  contracted  after  the 
total  Redemption  of  the  Debt 
existing  prior  to  18l3,.  and  the 
Redemption  of  Debt  to  proceed 
thenceforward  at  .£•  3  per  cent, 
compound  interest,  the  Debt  re- 
maining unredeemed,  in  the  year 
1866,  according  to  the  Existing 
System,  would  be  wholly  re- 
deemed in  the  year  1912. 

And  the  Debt  remaining  un- 
redeemed in  1854,  according  to 
the  Proposed  Plan,  would  be 
wholjy  redeemed  in  the  year 
1875. 


""^MpKa^  {«•«»«»*"• 
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APPENDIX.— Ate  Plan  ofFinanei. 


Table,  D.  1. 


Estimated  Aknual  and  Total  Amount  of  New  TaxeAi  to  b^  imposed  ac- 
'  corduig  to  the  Existing  Svstem,  and  according  to  the  Proposed  Plan  ;  on  the 
Supposition  of  the  continuance  of  War  until  the  year  18^,  and  from  thence  to 
be  sueceeded  by  alternate  Periods  of  Ten  Years  of  Peace  and  War.— Annual  f 
Loans  of  ,£.25,000,000  at  £.5  per  centum  during  W&r :  Interest  at  £A  per 
centum  during  Peace. 


< 


< 


8iS 
814 
815 
816 
817 
818 


EXISTING  SYSTBM. 


ilftmin^ 


1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 


819 1,666,666 


820   - 
821* 

822  - 

823  - 

824  - 
1825  - 

826  - 

827  - 

828  - 

829  - 


83^1,600,000 
831 1,600,000 

83?  - 

833  - 

834  - 

835  - 

836  - 

837  - 

838  - 

839  - 


PROPOSBD   PLAN. 


TotaL 


1,666,666 
8,333,332 
4,999,998 
6,666,664 
8,333,830 
9,999,996 
11,666,662 

11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 

13,266,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 


AmiuaL 


1,127,963 


156,872^ 

455,942 

1,787,500 


Toeoi. 


EXCESS 

of 

TAXES, 

according  to 

Hie  ExiftUog 

SjKtem. 


917,199 

1,118,382 

880,788 

979,878 


1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,284,835 
1,740,777 
3,528,277 

3,528,277 
3,528,277 
8,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
8,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 

3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
4,445,476 
5,563,858 
6,444,646 
7,424,524 


538,706 
2,205,369 
3,872,035 
5,538,701 
7,048,495 
8,259,219 
8,138,385 

8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 

9,738,385 

11,338385 

11,338,385 

11,338,385 

11,338,385 

11,338,385 

10,421,186 

9,302,804 

8,422,016 

7,442,138 


Amoanl  of  Uie 

ExoeM  of  Tftxo, 

according  to 

Tbe  Existing 

Syttcnt. 


2,744,072 
6,616,107 
12,154,808 
19,203,303 
27,462,522 
35,600,907 

43,739,292 

51,877,677 

60,016,062 

68,154,447 

76,292,832 

84,431,217 

92,569,602 

100,707,987 

108,846,372 

116,984,757 

126,723,142 
138,061,527 


L 


*  In  1821,  the  War  Taxes  pledged  for  the-Loan  of  1807  will,  according  to  the 
Existing  System  at  «£.  5  per  cent,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  that  Loan, 
and  agaia  become  applicable  to  the  Senrice  of  the  year.  The  future  Annual 
Loans  are  therefore  reduced  to  «£•  24,000,000  and  the  Charge  thereby  occasioned 
to  .£'.1,600,000;  and  from  the  year  1831,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Loans  will  be 
chareed  upon  the  Funds  a^ropfiated  to  the  Consoliaated  Sinking  Fund  of  1802, 
which  will  fall  in  in  1832,  and  the  several  Loans  whidi  will  &11  m  after  that  year; 
and  therefore  no  further  Taxes  will  be  necessary. 


APPENDIX.— Nrtw  Plan  o/TinanH. 


TABLE,  D.  9, Estimated  Amount  of 

the  Sinking  Fund  at  the  ist  of  August 

in  each  Year,  according  to  the  Existine 
System,  and  according  to  the  Proposed 

Plan,  upon  the  foregoing  Suppositions. 

Existing  System, 

PropoudPUm.* 

# 

1813 

13,269,958 

14,397,921 

iSU 

14,370,955 

13,779,900 

^ 

t 

1815 

15,527,002 

13,130,770 

1816 

16,740,851 

12,448,975 

o 

e 

1817 

18,015,392 

11,782,673 

•§• 

1818' 

19,353,660 

11,145,063 

o 

1819 

20,758,842 

10,841,888 

S." 

1820 

22,234,283 

11,921,482 

1821 

21,929,799 

12,3d8,341 

^  o 

1822 

22,806,990 

12,894,274 

.Si 

K 

m$    CD 

1823 

23,719,269 

13,410,044 

1824 

24,668,039 

X  9,i7TO,YVO 

1825 

25,654,760 

14,504,302 

1826 

26,680,950 

15,084,474 

*%    ^. 

1827 

27,748,188 

15,687,852 

g    5 

1828 

28,858,115 

16,315,366 

SLs- 

1829 

30,012,439 

16,967,980 

1890 

31,212,936 

17,646,699 

»  § 

1831 

33,193,582 

17,192,575 

+1832 

13,986,742 

16,715,537 

18- 

1833 

15,106,079 

16,214,438 

B  3 

1834 

15,638,245 

15,688,076 

1835 

16,003,485 

15,135,188 

^B 

1836 

15,796,271 

14,554,447 

incr 
iresei 

1837 

15,810,884 

14,907,520 

1838 

17,021,428 

15,489,488 

1839 

18,280,027 

15,851,289 

1840 

19,614,028 

16,335,433 

1841 

20,398,589 

16,988,850 

1842 

21,214f532 

17,668,404 

1843 

22,063,113 

18,375,140 

g: 

1844 

22,945,637 

|: 

1845 

23,863,462 

S 

1846 

22,769,273 

1847 

21,786,344 

1848 

21,885,0»1 

1849 

21 ,577,898 

t  I 

n  1832,  the  Sinking  Fund,  according 

to  the 

Existing  System,  is  reduced  from 

•£.35, 

273,261,  tb  £.  13,986,742  in  conse- 

quenc( 

e  of  the  Redemption  of  the  Debts 

consol 

idated  by  the  Act  of  1802. 

Ar 

eduction  of  a  similar  nature,  but  of 

smalle 

r  amount,  takes  place  on  the  Re- 

dempt 

ion  of  each  subsequent  Loan,  the 
I  of  which  may  be  found  in  Table, 

Period 

C.3. 

w                                                                                                          ' 

TABLE,  D.  3. Statement  of 

tl^e  Periods  of  Redemption  of 
the  Funded  Debt  contracted 
prior  to  1813,  according  to  the 
JBxisting  System,  and  accordmg 
to  the  Proposed  Plan ;  contmu- 
ing  the  foregoing  Suppositions. 


LOANS. 


All  prior  to  -  1793 

Loan  of  -  -  1793 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 

5  f  War  Tax  Loan 
3 1  Supply  Loan  - 

1808 
1809 
1810 

1811 
1812 


ExiUing 
SjfMtem, 


1832 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 

1821 
1839 

1848 
1846 
1846 

1849 
1847 


Pnposed 
Am.- 


1813 

1813 

1814 
1816 
1818 
1823 
1825 
1826 
1828 

1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 

1836 
1836 

1837 
1838 
1839 

1841 
1843 


N.B.  Supposingno  farther  Loans 
to  be  contracted  after  the  total  re« 
demption  oftheDebtexbtine  prior 
to  1813,  and  the  redemption  of 
Debt  to  proceed  thenceforward  at 
«£•  3  per  cent,  compound  interest, 
the  Debt  remaining  unredeemed, 
in  the  year  1849,  according  to  the 
Existing  System,  would  be  whoUy 
redeemed  in  the  year  1883. 

And  the  Debt  remaining  unre- 
deemed in  1843,  according  to  the 
Proposed  Plan,  would  be  wholly 
redeetned  in  the  year  1869. 


""^^.n  S.HIGHAM 
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I  N  D  :e  X 

TO    VOL.    XXIV. 


INDEX  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


AnMirieai  Address  itfpeetiog  the 

War  with,  675 
Appeals,  844 

Sttstlodm  Comptny's  Chmrter, 

377,418,511 
Eicchooge  of  Prisoiicrs  of  War, 

318 
£x-oiBcio  InfbnDatioDiy  316 

Gold  Coin  Bill,  323 


Ex  Officio,  316 
iMoWeot  Debton*    Anendment 
Bill,  317 


Kaval  Officers  in  the  Senriceofj 
the  £a»t  India  Company,  497 

Petitions  respecting  the  Claioisof 
the  Roman  Catholics,  11  J, 
133,  242,  352,  394,  498,  511, 
559,  649,  656,  690,  737,  841, 
1104,1155 

Prince  R^^nt's  Speech  on  open- 
ing the  Session,  1 1 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respect* 
ing  a  Grant  to  the  Marquis  of 
Wellington,  180 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respect* 
ing  the  lovasion  of  Russia, 
'319  ( 


Roman  Csitholics,  111,  133,  24f« 
352,  394»  498,  511,  559,  649, 
656, 690, 737, 841, 1 105, 1 155 

SlaTe  Trade,  318 

Vice  Chancellor's  Bill,  1 14,  id? 

Wellington  $  Vote  of  Thanks  to 

the  Marquis  of,  for  the  Victory 

of  Salamanca,  135 
Wellington,  Marquis  of;  Prince 

Regent's  Message  respecting  a 

Grant  to,  180 


INDEX  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  CMP  COMMONS. 


Admiralty  Registrar's  Bill,  655 
AoBSrica;    Declaration  of  War 

with,  363 
Ameridai  Address  respecting  the 

War  with,  593,  679 
Army  Estimates,  1156,  1193 

Booksellers*   Petition  respecting 

Copy  Rights,  &c.  308 
'    Britiih     Press"    Newspaper; 

CompUdnt  against  the,  518 

Charitable  Kautes  Bill,  923 
Committee  off  Supply,  171 
Copper  Ejqiort  Bill,  739 
Cotton,  Sir  S.,   Thaoks  of  the 

House  given  to,  1191 
Cfiiainal  Law  Bilb,  562 

£«st  India  Company's  Chatter, 
336,  346,  354,  384,  395, 41 S, 
4«6, 434,  654,  058,  ^59,  676 

Rlection  Piititions,  117, 118,  146, 
148.  177,  188,  194,  196,  9'20, 

(  VOL.  XXir.^^Imks. 


841,  246,  272, 273,  294,  296, 
842 

German  Legion ;  Lord  Folke- 
stone's Motion  respecting  the, 
248 

Gold  Coin  BilU  224,  243,  278, 
279,  297 

Inglis,  Petition  of  Captain,  308, 

338 
Ilcbester  Gaol ;  Petition  of  the 

Relatives  of  Persons  confined 

in,  for  Riots,  340,  1191 
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